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fflS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


SIR  HENRY  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN'S  FIRST  ADMINISTRATION, 

DECEMBER  1906. 


THE    CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannesman. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Crewe. 

Lord  Chanoellop Rt.  Hon.  Lord  LORKBCBN. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  H.  BL  AsQUITH,  M.P. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J.  Gladstone.  M.P. 

Forei^  Afiairs Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Obey,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Colonial  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Elgin. 

War  Office Rt.  Hon.  R.  B.  Haldane,  M.P. 

India  Office Rt.  Hon.  JoHN  MORLEY,  M.P. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  LORD  Twekdmouth. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland Not  in  the  Cabinet. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt  Hon.  James  Bryce,  M.P. 

Lord  Privy  Seal Most.  Hon  Marquess  of  RiPON. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education Rt.  Hon.  A.  BIRREI.L,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  D.  Lloyd-Gkorge,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  John  Bdrns,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrington. 

Postmaster-General Rt.  Hon.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Fowler,  M.P. 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair,  M.P. 

NOT    IN    THE    CABINET. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Foreign  Office Lord  FiTZHAURICE. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Home  Office Herbert  Samuel,  Elsq.,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office Winston  Churchill,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  India  Office Rt.  Hon.  J.  E.  Ellis,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  War  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury George  Whitelky,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education Thomao  Lough,  F.8q.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  E.  Robertson,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  board  of  Trade H.  E.  Kearley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board Walter  Runciman,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Reginald  McKenna,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office T.  R.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  M.P. 

(J.  A.  Pease,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Herbert  Lewis,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Captain  Cecil  Norton.  M.P. 
J.  M.  F.  Fuller,  Esq.,  M.P. 
{Admiral  Sir  John  Fisher. 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  C.  C.  DrURY. 
Captain  H.  B.  JACKSON. 
Captain  F.  S.  INGLEFIELD. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  [»n  the  Cabineti. 
Lient-Geneial  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  Lyttrlton. 
Lient.-Genentl  C.  W.  H.  Douglas. 
Lieut -General  Sir  W.  G.  Nicholson. 
Major-General  Sir  J.  W.  Murray. 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  fob  War. 
The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office. 
Seeretary.    The  Permanent  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Colonel  Sir  E.  W.  D.  Ward). 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty George  Lambert,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland- Rt.  Hon.  the  F.arl  of  Aberdeen. 

The  Lord  Advocate Thomas  Shaw,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster In  the  Cabinet. 

Attorney-General J.  Lawson  Walton,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General W.  S.  Robson,  Esq^  M.P. 

Paymaster-General R.  K.  Causton,  Esq.,  M.P. 
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OTHES  OFFICERS  OF  8TATK 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Eurl  of  LiTEBPOOL. 

Comptroller  of  the  Honaebold— -The  Master  of  EUBANK,  M.P. 

Treastirer  of  the  Household Sir  Edwakd  Stkachky,  Bt.,  ILP. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Vueoant  AltBOKP. 

Tice-Chamberlain Wkntworth  BxAlTlfONT,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Master  of  the  Hotm HL  Hon.  Earl  of  Skfton. 

Captain  Yeoman  of  the  Guard His  Oraoe  the  Dnk«  af  MafCHESTKB. 

Earl  GRANTILLE. 

Eail  of  Granard. 

Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzbll. 

Lord  Acton. 

Lord  Dekman. 

Loid  COLEBBOOKB. 
iLordSUFFIEU). 
■iodge  Advoeate-G«neial^— T.  Miltain,  Esq.,  K.C. 

SCOTLAND. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Orea'.<  Seal Rt.  Hon.  JOHN  SurCLAIB. 

Lord  High  Constable Earl  of  Ebbou 

Lord  Privy  Seal 

Master  of  the  Household Doke  of  Argyll,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Lord  Colebrooke. 

Lord  Clerk  Register His  Grace  the  Dnke  of  Montbosb,  K.t 

Lord  Jnstioe  General 

Uwd  Advocate ^Bt.  Hon.  THOMAS  Shaw,  K.C. 

Lord  Jnatice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kihsbuboh,  C.B. 

Solicitor-General Alexandbb  Ube,  Esq.,  K.C. 

Register  General  and  Deputy  Keeper  Great&tal— Sir  STAIR  AoNEW,  K.aii 
Commanding  Forces — -Lc-Oen.  K.  P.  Leacb,  C.B.,  CV.O. 

IRELAND. 

Lord-Lieutenant Earl  of  Aberdeen,  G.CM.G. 

Chief  SeeretSkry  and  Keeper  of  Privy  Seal Rt.  Hon.  JAMES  Brtce,  M.P. 

Undersecretary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  A.  Macdonnell,G.C.S.I.,  K.C.V.O. 

Prirate  Secretaries Lord  Herschell  and  Walter  Callan,  E<q. 

State  Steward  and  Chamberlain Viscount  Hawkesbury,  M.V.O. 

Controller  to  the  Lord-Lientenant's  Household Visoonnt  POWERSCOUBT,  W.V.O. 

Lord  Chancellor 'Lord  Jnstioe  Walker. 

Attorney-General ^Rt.  Hon.  R.  R.  Chebby,  K.C. 

Solicitor-General Redmond  Babry,  Ehiq.,  K.C. 

Commanding  the  Forces Uen.  Lord  Grknpell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


[  viii  ] 

PRmCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committeea Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  On8I>ow. 

Clerk  of  Parliamenta Sir  Henbt  J.  L.  Gsaham,  K.C.B. 

Uepnty  Clerk  of  Parliamenu  (Clerk  Assutant) Hon.  E.  P.  Thbsiosr,  C.B. 

RMding-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committeee Edward  Hall  Aij>kbson,  Eaq. 

Ooanserto  the  Chairman  of  Committeea Albert  Gr&t,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Oerk  of  Pablio  Billa A.  Harrison,  Esq. 

Senior  Clerka 

Prinoipal   Clerk,   Judicial   Department,   and   Taxing   Officer  of  Judicial   Coats J.    F. 

Skknk,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  LxiOH,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees J.  F.  Stmons  Jeunx,  Esq. 

Peers' Printed  Paper  Office— C.  L.  Anstruthkr,  Esq. 

W.  H.  HAMii/Toit  Gordon,  Esq. 
Other  Clerks Hon.  A.  MoDonnsll  ;  A.  H.  Robinson,  Esq.  (Clerk  of  Private  Bills) ;  H.  P. 

8t.  John,  Esq. ;  V.  M.  Biddulfh,  Esq. ;  Hon.  E.  A.  Stonob  ;  H.  J.  F.  Badrlbt,  Esq. ; 

C.  Hkaduh,  Esq.  ;  J.  B.  Hotham,  Esq.  ;   R  C.  Vioors,  Esq. ;  A.  Xknntson,  Esq.  ;  and 

G.  D.  LiTARD,  Eaq. 

Receiver  of  Fees  and  Accountant T.  A.  Court,  Esq. 

Copyists Mr.  H.  P.  Norrib  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Court. 
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for  the  Second  Beading  reed. 
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On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whoje 
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Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2!'"—{Earl  Carrington.) 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  {The  Earl  of  Onflow) 31 

On  Qneetion,  Bill  read  2*  and  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 
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Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  >."—(Lord  Burghdere.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*  with  the  Amendments. 

Lord  Hamilton  of  Daltett 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  11,  after  the  word  '  shall '  to  insert  the  words 
'  without  prejudice  to  his  existing  rights  under  that  Act.'  "^Lord 
Hamilton  of  Daltell.) 


31 


3i 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Page 


TheBaHofGaUoway 32 

Lord  Burghclere        33 

On  Question,  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill  [Second  Bxadinq]. — Order  of  the  Dar  for   the 

Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Denman  . . 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  he  read  2:^."— {Lord  Dmman.) 

Lord  Ashbourne 
Lord  Clonbroek 
The  Earl  of  Dunraven 
The  Earl  of  Arran     . . 
The  Earl  of  Mayo 
The  Earl  of  Crewe     . . 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  thd  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

Dogs  Bill  [Second  Reading]. — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read.  - 

Earl  Carrington . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .       54 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"."— {Earl  Carrington.) 


33 


37 
40 
42 
48 
49 
.50 


■  The  Earl  of  Onslow 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

■  House  on  Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty  minutes  before  Eight  o'clock,  to 
Monday  next,  a  quarter  hefore  Eleven  o'clock. 
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\  £2,407,600,  Shipbuilding,  Bepairs,  Maintenance,  etc. — Personnel. 
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Mr,  Arthur  Lee  (Hampshire,  Fareham)     .. 

Mr,  Keir  Hardie  (Merthyr  TydvU) 

Mr.  Lambton  (Durham,  S.E.) 

Mr.  Beauchamp  (Suffolk,  Lowestoft) 

Captain  Hervey  (Bury  St.  Edmunds) 

Mr.  Bramsdon  (Portsmouth) 

Mr,  Courtriey  Warner  (Staffordshire,  Lichfield)     . . 

Mr,  Bellairs  (Lynn  Regis)  .. 

Mr,  Bowles  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 

Mr.  Bright  (Oldham)  

Mr.  0,  C.  Phiiipps  (Pembroke  and  Haverfordwest) 


75 
80 
81 
82 
85 
91 
92 
93 
96 
100 
101 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  xiz 

Jnlg  27.]  Page 

Sir  Alfred  ThomM  (Gtamorgamhire,  E.) 103 

Mr.  Maddison  {Burnley) 104 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  {City  of  London)  106 

The  Prime  Minister  and  Firtt  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Sir  H.  Campbell- 
man,  Stirling  Burghs)  114 

^ote  agreed  to. 

2.  £2,827,200,  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc. — Material. 

3.  £8,588,400,  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc. — Contract  Work, 

4.  £2,986,000,  Naval  Armaments. 

5.  £361,500,  Admiralty  Office. 
Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Civn.  Skbvices  and  Retkncs  Dbpabtubnts  (Scppleicbmtart)  Estikatks,  1906>'( 
—Class  IV. 

^Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £200,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day 
of  March,  1907,  for  Grants  towards  ExpencQture  on  Public  Elementary 
Schools  in  England  and  Wales." 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
Progress ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr.  Whiteley) — put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report  Pro* 

gress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Mondav  next 119 

Trade  Difpates  BilL 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Emiorr  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.'] . 
ClaQse  1. 

Mr.  Boatet  {Lati^hi  Noneood)     ,.         ..      ' »  .H  •   *  *20 

Amendment  proposed-* 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words '  contemplation  or.' "—   ' 
{Mr.  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the*   t: 
olanse."  "A 

62 
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The  AUorney-General  {Sir  John  Walton,  Leeds,  S.) 
Sir  E.  Carton  (DtMin  University) 
Sir  Charles  DUke  (Qloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 
Sir  E.  Carson 
\  Mr.  Havdock  Wilson  {Middlesbrough) 
Sir  Frederick  Banbury  {City  of  London) 
Mr.  Paul  {Northampton)     .. 
Mr.  HUh  {Durham) 
Mr.  Parkes  {Birmirtgham,  Central) 


(Division  List,  No.  279.) 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  319 ;  Noes,  48. 

Mr.  Clavdl  Salter  {Hants,  Basingstoke) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  dispute,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  between  employers  and  workmen,'  " — {Mr.  Salter.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  John  Walton 

Sir  E.  Carson  

Mr.  Lyttdton  {St.  George's,  Hanover  Square) 

Mr.  Lambton  {Durham,  S.E.) 

Mr.  Rufus  Isaacs  {Reading) 

Mr.  Bonar  Law  {Camberwdl,  Dulwich)    . . 

Mr.  Clement  Edwards  {Denbigh  Distrit^) 

Mr.  Clavett  Salter 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :    Ayes,  42  ;  Noes,  326.    (Division  List  No.  280.) 

Lord  R.  Cecil  {Marylebone,  E.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  dispute,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  for  the  purpose  of  lawful  gain  or  the  enjoyment  of  lawful  right.'  " — 
{Lord  Robert  Cecil.) 

Sir  John  Walton 

Sir  Francis  Powell  {Wigan) 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury         ..         

Lord  R.  Cecil  ..         . .     ...         . .         

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury         .. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'•  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  dispute,'  to  insert  the  words '  as 
to  wages  01  other  conditions  of  labour.'  "-—{Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 
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Mr.  Stuart  WorOetf  (Sheffield,  HaOam) 161 

Sir  John  Walton 162 

Lord  R.  CecU  162 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  30 ;    Noes,  289.    (Division  List  No.  281.) 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury        165 

Amendment  proposed^ 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word '  actionable,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  unless  damage  has  been  caused  or.'  " — {Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  John  Walton       167 

Sir  E.  Carton  167 

'         Mr,  Bowles 168 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Atkeriey-Jones  {Durham,  X.W.)       168 

Anieodment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  actionable  as  a  tort,* 
and  to  insert  the  words '  a  criminal  ofEence.'  " — {Mr.  Atherley-Jone».)i 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  actionable  '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Sir  J.  Walton  170 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  Bouiee 172 

Amendment  proposed. 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  at  end,  to  insert,  the  words  '  |>rovided  always 
that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  prevent  an  action  being  brought  in  re- 
spect of  an  act  done  in  pursuance  of  a  malicious  intention  to  injure 
another  person.'  "—(Mr.  Bovilet.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, "  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  BilL" 

LordR.Ceea 174 

Sir  J.  Walton           174 

Mr.  Rawlinson  (Cambridge  Vnivernty) 176 

iSif  Frederick  Banbury        177 

Mr.  Lyttdton 180 
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The  Committee  divided— Ayes,  313  ;    Noes,  33.    (Division  List,  No.  282.) 

Mr.  Bovdet 183 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  after  the  word  '  persons,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  not  ezceedbg  three.'  " — {Mr.  Bouiles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  inserted." 


Sir  J.  Walton              .         

.     187 

Viscount  Tumour  (Sussex,  Horsham) 

.     187 

Mr.  Parkes  (Birmingham,  Central) 

Mr.  F.  E.  Smith  (Liverpod,  Walton) 

Mr.  ShacMeton  (Lancashire,  Clitheroe) 

Sir  E.  Carson           

.  188 
.  189 
.  193 
.     195 

Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil  (Aston  Manor) 

Sir  J.  Walton           

.  195 
.     196 

Mr.  Keir  Bardie  (Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Sir  J.  Walion           

.  197 
.     198 

Sir  E.  Carson           

.     198 

Mr.  Rufua  Isaacs 

.     199 

The  Attorney-General  rose  in  his  place  and claimedto  move,  "  That  the 
question  be  now  put." 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dividedj— Ayes,  319  ;  Noes,  49.  (Division  List  No.  283.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  '  not  exceedirg  three  '  be  there  inserted,"  put 
accordingly,  and  negatived. 

Sir  E.  Carson  ....         

The  Patronage  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  George  WhiteUy,  Yorks., 
W.R.,  Pudsey)  

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress  ;  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — (Sir  Edward  Carson) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjournment, — Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn  until  To-morrow." — (Mr.  Whiteley) — put,  and  agreed  to. 
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203 


Adjourned  accordingly  at  five  minutes  before  Eleven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  SATURDAY,  28th  JULY,  1906. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clook. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS.    . 

Perth  Oonsoratioii  Gas  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill.—"  To  confirm  a  Provi- 
sional Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Perth  Corporation  Gkw,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  and  ordered 
(under  Section  7  of  the  Act)  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next. 

InTerclyde  Beqnest  Order  Cooflrmation  Bill. — "  To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating 
to  the  Inverclyde  Bequest,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  and  ordered  (under 
Section  7  of  the  Act)  to  be  consider^-d  upon  Monday  next 205 

PETITIONS. 

Bbttikq  and  Gahbuho. — Petition  from  West  Ham,  for  legislation ;  to  lie  upon 
theTable 205 

Education  (England  and  Walks)  Bill. — Petitions  against :  From  Dedding- 
ton ;  and  Ossington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  205 

Edocation  (England  and  Walks)  Bill  (Religious  Teaching). — Petition  from 
Frestwich,  against  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 205 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill. — Two  Petitions  from  St.  Helens,  for 
alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 205 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  [Lords]. — Petitions  from  Sunderland,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tabid 205 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Local  Govbrnmbnt  Board. — Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  1905-6  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    205 

Hetbopolitan  Watbr  Board. — Copy  preserted,  of  Second  Annual  Report  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board  for  the  year  ending  3l8t  March,  1905  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table 205 

Alkau,  Etc.,  Works  Regulation  Acts,  1881  and  1892. — Copy  presented,  of 
Forty-second  Annual  Report  on  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  by  the  Chief  Inspector, 
being  for  1905  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  289]    205 

Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  (Period  op  Employment). — Copy  presented,  of 
Order  dated  24th  July,  1906,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  in  pursuance  of  Section  36  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  revoking  an  Order  of  the  12th  January,  1884,  and  granting  a  special 
exception  as  regards  the  period  of  employment  of  women  and  young  persons  "^ 
in  Factories  in  the  county  of  London,  in  which  letterpress  bookbinding  is  ^ 
carried  on  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         . ,         , .         . .         . .         . .     205 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  (Period  of  Ehplotment). — Copy  presented,  of 
Order,  dated  24th  July,  1906,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  in  pursuance  of  Section  36  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  revoking  certain  previous  Orders,  and  granting  a  special  exception  for  a 
period  of  one  year  as  regards  the  hours  of  employment  of  women  and  young 
persons  in  certain  classes  of  Factories  and  Workshops  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table 205 

Civil  Servants  (Retirement  at  the  Aoe  of  Sixty-Five). — ^Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  27th  July  ;  Mr.  McKenna\ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  290] 205 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Scottish  Churches  Commission — Suggested  Interim  Report. — Question,  Sir 

T.  Glen-Coats  (Renfrewshire,  W.) ;    Answer,  Mr.  Sinclair 207 

Date  of  Transfer  of  Treasury  Official  to  Board  of  Education. — Question, 

Mr.  Staveley  Hill  (Staflordshire,  Kingswinford) ;    Answer,  Mr.  Birrell      . .     207 

Madras  Estates  Land  Bill. — Question,  Mr.  Rees  (Montgomery  Borough) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Morley        . .         . .         . .         . .         • .     207 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Rosyth  Water  Supply. — Question,  Major  Anstruther-Gray  (St.  Andrew's 
Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Edmund  Robertson, 
Dundee) 208 

H.M.S.  "Montagu." — Question,  Mr.  Courthope  (Sussex,  Rye);    Answer,  Mr. 

Edmund    Robertson        208 

Subsidised  Liners. — Question,   Mr.  Fell   (Great  'Yarmouth) ;    Answer,    Mr. 

Edmund  Robertson  208 

Army  Horses. — Question,  Major  Anstruthcr-Gray ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 

State  for  War  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) 209 

Reserve  of  Guns  and  Ammunition. — Question,  Mr.  Fell ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hal- 
dane   209 

Army   Estimates. — Question,    Mr.    Fell   and    Lord    Balcarres    (Lancashire, 

Chorley) ;    Answers,  Mr.  Haldane        209 

The  Brigade  of  Guards. — Questions,  Mr.  Courthope  ;    Answers,  Mr.  Haldane       210 

Enniskillen  Military  Station. — Question,  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh  (Fermanagh 

N.) ;    Answer,  Mr.  Haldane 211 

Chinese  Coolie  Repatriation. — Question,  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh ;    Answer 

The  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.)    ..     211 

Extension  op  Lagos  Railway. — Question,  Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson  (Lanarkshire, 

N.W.);    Answer,  Mr.  ChurchiU ..         ,.         ..211 
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Grey)  213 
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(Shoreditoh,  Hoxton) ;    Answer,  Mr.  Runoiman        . .         . .         . .         . .     214 

Tea  Doty  Rebates. — Question,  Mr.  Nield ;     Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  (Mr.  Asquith,  Fifeshire,  E.)  . .         . .         214 

Unproductivb  Prison  Labour. — Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay ;    Answer,  The 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.)    .  •      215 

South  Wales — Superintending  Inspector  op  Mines. — Questions,  Mr.  Stayeley 
Hill  (Staffordshire,  Kingswinford)  and  Lord  Balcarres ;  Answers,  lir. 
Gladstone 215 

Insurance  against  Workmen's  Compensation. — Questions,  Mr.  Cochrane 

(Ayrshire,  N.) ;    Answers,  Mr^  Gladstone        216 

Casb  op  Dr.  John  Bate  Bawden. — Question,  Mr.  Bowles  (Lambeth,  Norwood) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone     ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         ..         ..     216 

Captain  Clive  Bigham  and  the  Motor  Cab  Commission. — Question,  Mr. 

Nield ;    Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone  217 

Ballysadare  Bay,  Fobbshobb. — Question,  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh ;     Answer, 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Carnarvon  Boroughs)    217 

Lancashibe  Justices. — Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay ;     Answer,  The  Chancellor 

of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Henry  Fowler,  Wolverhampton,  E.)  . .     218 

New  Wab  Office. — Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay  ;  Answer,  The  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire,  Rossendale) 218 

Victoria  Memorial. — Questions,  Mr.  Claude  Hay  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Harcourt      . .     218 

Unproductive  Labour  in  Scottish  Prisons. — Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire)         . .         . .     218 

German  Gipsies  in  Scotland. — Question,  Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson  ;    Answer, 

Mr.  SincUiir 219 

Dublin  Revaluation. — Quebtion,  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh  ;     Answer,  Mr.  Asquith    219 

Royal  Commissions. — Questions,  Mr.  Claude  Hay ;  Answers,  The  Prime 
Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the'Treasury*(Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Stir- 
ling Burghs)  ..         ..    ' 219 

Traffic  Board  for  London. — Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay ;    Answer,  Sir  H. 

Campbell-Bannerman       . .     220 
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The  Stibbekt  Bequest.— Questions,  Mr.  Claude  Hay;    Answets,   Sir  U. 


Campbell- Bannerman 


220 


The    National    Gallebt. — Question,    Mr,  Claude  Hay ;     Answer,  Sir  H. 

Campbell-Bannerman  220 

Indo-Chinese  Opium  Traffic. — Questions,  Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett ;    Answers,  Sir  H. 

Campbell-Bannerman       . .         . .         . .         221 

National  Oalleries  of  Scotland  BilL— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  GvUand  (Dumfries  Burghs) 222 

Mr.  Smeaton  (Stirlingshire)  226 

/mendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  from  the  word '  That '  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in 
order  to  add  the  words  '  this  House  regrets  that  this  Bill  does  not  follow 
the  recommendation  of  the  Departmental  Committee  of  1903  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  representative  rather  than  a  nominated  Board.' " — (Mr. 
GuUand) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed, "  That  the  words  proposed  to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  (Leiih  Burghs) 

Sir  John,  Tuke  (Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's  Universities) 

Mr.  Akers-Douglas  (Kent,  St.  Augustine's) 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) 

Mr.  Butcher  (Cambridge  University) 

Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardineshire) 

Lord  Balcarres  (Laticashire,  Charley) 

Mr.  Pirie  (Aberdeen,  N.) 

Mr.  R.  Duncan  (Lanarkshire,  Govan) 

Mr.  Bdand  (Kerry,  S.) 

Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson  (Lanarkshire,  N.W.) 

Mr.  J.  M.  Henderson  (Aberdeenshire,  W.) 

Mr.  Cochrane  (Ayrshire,  N.)         . .         . .         ... 

Mr.  A.  Dewar  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Mr.  Morton  (Sutherland) 

Sir  Henry  Craik  (Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  University) 
Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) 
Mr.  Beale  (Ayrshire,  S.)     ., 

question' put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  tor  Tuesday,  23rd^Octobcr. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill. 

Mr.  Sinclair 257 
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Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  encourage  the  formation  of  small  agricultural  holdings  and  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  tenure  of  such  holdings  (including 
crofters*  holdings)  in  Scotland  ;  and  for  other  purposes  connected  there- 
with."—(Ifr.  Sindair.) 


Mr.  Cochrane  {Ayrshire,  N.) 

Mr.  Weir  {Ross  arid  Cromarty) 

Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  {Orkney  and  Shetland) 

Mr.  Mvnro  Ferguson  (Leilh  Burghs) 

Mr.  Morton  {Sutherlandshire) 

Mr.  R.  L.  Harmsworth  {Caithness-shire) 

Mr.  Ainsicorth  {Argyllshire) 

Mr.   Wilkie  {Dundee)  

Mr.  HaUey  Stewart  {Greenock) 
Mr.  MoUeno  {Dumfrieshire) 


270 
271 
272 
274 
276 
276 
276 
276 
277 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  ba  brought  in  by  Mr.  Sinclair  and  the  Lord- Advocate. 

Small  IrfUldholden  (Scotland)  Bill. — "  To  encourage  the  formation  of  small 
agricultiual  holdings  and  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  trnnre  oi  such 
holdings  (including  crofters'  holdings)  in  Scotland  ;  and  for  other  purposes  con* 
nected  therewith,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  23rd  October,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  332.] 

Fatal   Accidents  and  Sadden  Deaths  Inqniry  (Scotland)  Bill -As 
amended  (by  Standing  Committee),  considered. 

New  clause — 

"  Where  upon  the  report  ot  the  procurator  fiscal  in  regard  to  any 
fatal  accident  to  which  The  Fatal  Accidents  Inquiry  (Scotland)  Act, 
18D5,  applies,  the  Lord- Advocate  shall  be  satisfied  that  all  the  facts  have 
been  ascertained,  and  that  a  public  inquiry  could  serve  no  useful  purpose 
and  has  not  been  requested  by  any  relative  of  the  deceased  or  other  party 
interested,  he  may  direct  the  procurator-fiscal  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
apply  for  a  public  inquiry,  and  in  such  case  no  public  inquiry  shall  be 
held.  Section  4  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of  any  fatal  acci-.  -^ 
dent  occurring  in  connection  with  any  work  to  which  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  of  1901  applies,  or  in  or  about  any  mine,  quarry,  or 
railway." — {Mr.  Younger.) 

Brought  up  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  '  That  toe  Clause  be  read   a   second 
time." 


The  Lord-Advocate  {Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs)  ••         ..     278 

Question  put  and^negatived. 
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"  Sub-section  10  of  Section  4  of  The  Fatal  Accidents  Inquiry 
(Scotland)  Act,  1895,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  be  it  en- 
acted as  follows,  videlicet :  The  jury  shall  be  cited  by  the  sherifi  clerk 
from  the  sherifi  court  jury  book  in  the  manner  provided  by  statute  for 
the  citation  of  jurors  in  civil  cases  in  Scoltand,  and  the  existing  statutory 
provisions  relative  to  fines  for  non-attendance  of  jurors  and  to  the 
swearing  of  jurors  shall  apply  to  inquiries  under  this  Act ;  but  no  person 
shall  be  summoned  to  attend  to  serve  as  a  juror  in  any  inquiry  held 
under  this  Act  who  resides  beyond  such  distances  from  the  court-house 
or  other  building  at  which  the  inquiry  is  held  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  fixed  by  the  several  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland." — {Mr.  Milchdl-Thomson.) 

Brought  up  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  tho  clause  be  road  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw 279 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added  to  tho  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  leave  out  'woikman.'" — {Mr.  MitchiU 
Thomson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Younger  {Ayr  Burghs)  279 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  23,  at  end,  to  add  '  Provided  that  not  less  than 
seven  days'  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Procurator-fiscal  to  any  person 
or  persons  affected  thereby  that  evidence  is  to  be  adduced  by  him  at 
the  inquiry  such  fault  or  negligence,  or  precautions  or  defects  in  the 
system  working.'  " — {Mr.  Your^ger.) 

Question'proposed,""  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  Thomas  Shaw               

280 

Mr.  Mitchell  Thomson        

281 

Mr.  Morton    .. 

282 

Mr.  Cochrane 

283 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw    ,, 

284 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed, — 

"  In  Clause  3  to  leave  out  section  2  hereof  and  insert '  this  >nt,' " 
—(Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.) 
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Amendmeat  agreed  to. 

Bill  lead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Adjonmment, — ^Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn," — (Mr.  WkUdey,) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  eight  minutes  after  Six  o'clock  till  Monday 
next 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  MONDAY,  30th  JULY,  1906. 

Several  Lords  took  the  Oath. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Pcntrefract  Cknrporation  Bill- — Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments  ;   further 

Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons        . .         . .     285 

Sntton  District  Water  Bill. — Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed, 

and  returned  to  the  Commons     . .         . .         . .         285 

XiagSton-npoil-Hall  Corporation  Bill- — Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments  ; 

further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons      . .     285 

Electric  lAgbUng  Proviisonal  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Electric  Lighting 
Provision&l  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments      . .     285 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
2)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments 285 

Folkestone;.Sandgate.  and  Hjthe  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  South  Eastern  and 

London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railways  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Ajnendments  considered, 
and  agreed  to        285 

Local  Oovenunent  Provisional  Order  (Honsing  of  Working  Classes  Bill. 

—Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendment  agrjed  to       . .         . .     'J85 

Knwbnrgh  and  North  Fife  Railway  (Extention  of  Time)  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill  (No.  186) ;  Paisley  Roads  Order  Confirmation  Bill  (No.  186) ; 
Inverclyde  Bequest  Order  Confirmation  Bill  (No.  187) ;  Perth  Corporation 
Gas  Order  Confirmation  Bill,  (No.  188).  Read  1" ;  to  be  printed ;  and 
(pursuant  to  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899) 
deemed  to  have  been  read  2»  (Tht  Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzell),  and  reported 
from  the  Committee        . .         . .         . .         , .         285 

local  Ctovermnent  Provisional  Orders  Oas  Bill.— Brought  from  the 
Commons.  Read  3"  (according  to  order),  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  . .         . .         . ,         , .         , .         , ,     28C 
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Local  Ctovemment  Provisiona)  Orders  (No.  9)  BUI ;  Bacup  Corporation 
Bill ;  Cork  City  Railways  and  Works  Bill ;  Derby  Gas  Bill ;  Middlesex 
County  Council  ((xeneral  Powers)  Bill ;  St.  John's  (Westminster)  Improve- 
ment Bill ;  Todmorden  Corporation  Bill ;  Tottenham  and  Edmonton  Gas 
Bill.    Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to         . .     286 

PETITIONS. 

Education. — Petition  to  be  allowed  to  continue  to  give  Church  of  England 
teachinge  in  schools ;  of — 

Teachers  in  non-provided  schools  of  Higham  Ferrers. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         286 

Petition  against  abolition  of  the  voluntary  school  system  ;  of — 
Inhabitants  of  Bur3rthorpe. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        286 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

CoLOKtGS :  Anncal. 

No.  488.    Gold  Coast :    Report  for  1905        . .    286 

Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  (Ieeland). — Sixty-first  Annual  Report 

of  the  Commissioners  of  Charitable  DonationB  and  Bequests  for  Ireland      . .     286 

Railway  Companies. — Returns  of  the  capital,  traffic,  receipts,  and  working  ex- 
penditure of  the  railway  companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  year  1905 ; 
with  a  general  report  thereon  and  summary  tables  for  a  series  of  years         ..     286 

Statistics    (Colonies). — Statistical    Tables    relating    to    British    Colonies, 

'Possessions,  and  Protectorates.    Part  XXIX.,  1904 287 

Civil  Service  Commission. — ^Fiftieth  Report  of  His  Majesty's  Civil  Servic 

Commissioners,  with  appendix . .         , .     287 

Public  Works  (Ireland). — Seventy-fourth  Annual  Rfeport  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  with  appendices,  for  the  year  ended  March  Slst, 
1906  287 

Inland  Revenue. — Forty-ninth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's 

Inland  Revenue,  for  the  year  ended  March  Slst,  1906  287 

Trade  Reports  :    Annual  Series. 

No.  3684,    Muscat  287 

Local  Government  Board. — ^Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  1905-1906. 

Presented  [by  Command] ;  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        . .         . .     287 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLG  OP  C0NTEKT8.  xxxL 

Mf  30.]  Pag* 

Naty  (Pay). — List  of  exceptions  to  the  King's  Regulations  as  to  pay,  non- 
effective pay,  and  allowances,  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  the  approval  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  in  Council,  dated  December  19th,  1881,  during  the 
year  1905-1906 287 

h 

Alkau,  Etc.,  Wobks  Rboulation  Acts,  1881  aot)  1892. — Forty-second 
Annual  Report  on  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  by  the  chief  inspector ;  proceedings 
during  the  year  1905        287 

Metropolitan  Wateb  Boakd. — Annual  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board,  and  abstract  of  their  accounts  for  the  year  ended 
BAarch  Slst,  1905 287 

Pactort  and  Workshop  (Period  of  Employment). — Orders,  dated  July  24th, 
1906,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  in  pursuance 
of  Section  36  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901— 

Revoking  certain  previous  orders  and  granting  a  special  exception 
for  a  period  of  one  year  as  regards  the  hours  of  employment  of  women 
and  young  persons  m  certain  classes  of  factories  and  workshops. 

Revoking  an  Order  of  January  12th,  1884,  and  granting  a  special 
exception  as  regards  the  period  of  employment  of  women  and  young 
persons  in  factories  in  the  county  of  London  in  which  letterpress  book* 
binding  is  carried  on ..         ..     287 

London  (Corporation. — Annual  Accounts  of  the  (Chamberlain  of  London,  for  the 

year  1905 288 

Cleboy  (West  Indies). — Return  of  the  amount  payable  on  January  5th,  1906, 

out  of  the  C!onsolidated  Fund  for  ecclesiastical  purposes  in  the  West  Indies        288 

Scpebannoation  Act,  1887. — Return  for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1906,  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  Officers  permitted  under  Rule  2  of  the  regulations  drawn  up 
under  Section  6  of  the  Act  to  hold  civil  employment  of  profit  under  public 
departments. 

Laid  before  the  House  (ponoant  to  Act) ;  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  288 

Rateable    Hereditaments. — Return   respecting :    Laid   before   the    House 

(pursuant  to  order  of  May  4th  last),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  183)    . .         . .     288 

Fatal  Aoeidents  and  Sndden  Deaths  Inquiry  (Scotland)  Bill  —Brought 

from  the  Commons  and  read  1*,  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  181)  . .         . .     288 

The  Shipbuildino  Programme. 

Lord  Brastetf  

Sari  Cawdor  

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  {Lord  Tweedmouth) 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 

Lord  BlUnborough 
Lord  AnvptMU 

Viscount  Oosehen 

Lord  Ever$iey 
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Ibbioation  in  Ckvlon. 

Lord  Stanmore  324 

Moved, "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  for  correspon- 
dence between  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  Grovemor  of  Ceylon  on  the 
subject  of  irrigation  works  in  that  island." — {Lord  Stanmore.) 

TheSecretaryofSkUefortheColotiiet(TheBarlofpigin)  ..         ..     325 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 

Palaob  of  Westminstes. — The  Lords  following  were  named  of  the  Select 
Committee — M.  Cholmondeley,  E.  Carlisle,  E.  Lytton,  E.  Plymouth,  L. 
Stanmore. 

The  Committee  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next  at  Twelve  o'clock,  and  to 
appoint  their  own  chairman. 

Post  Office  (Literature  for  the  Blind)  Bill*— Second  RBADnro.— Order  of 
the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Granard  326 

Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»."— (TAe  Earl  of  Qranard.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Leokhampton  Hill  Riots. 

Earl  Russell  327 

Earl  Beauchamj)       327 

LoDPiNG,  III,  and  Bbaxy. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland         328 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  {Earl  Carrington)      329 

Oharitable  Loan  8ocietie8KIreland).'BiIl.— Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
.;ommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Bevenne  Bill. — Read  2*  (according  to  order),  Committee  negatived  ;  Bill  to  bo 
read  3*  to-morrow. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill.— Order  of  the  day  read  for  the  House 
going  into  Committee. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee." — {Earl 
Carrington.) 


Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh 

Earl  Carrington 

Lord  Burghdere 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  {The  Marquess  of  Ripon) 

Lord  Burghdere         


330 
330 
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331 
332 
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On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 
House  in  Committee  (aocoiding  to  Older). 
Clause  1 : — 

Earl  Carrington         332 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  phospliates '  in  line  10.  to 
the  word  '  insoluble  '  in  line  12." — (Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3:— 

Earl  Carrington         .332 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  samples  *  and  to  insert 
the  words  '  a  sample.'  "—{Earl  Carrington.) 

Lord  Burghclere        333 

Earl  Carrington         333 

On  Question  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  moved  ^ 

"  In  page  3,  line  21,  after  the  word  '  lator '  to  insert  as  a  new  sub' 
section :— (3)  Where  a  sample  has  been  taken  with  a  view  to  the  in- 
stitution of  any  civil  or  criminal  proceeding,  the  person  taking  the 
sample  shall  divide  the  sample  into  three  parts,  and  shall  cause  eaob 
part  to  be  marked,  sealed,  and  fastened  up,  and  shall  deliver  or  send 
by  post  two  parts  to  the  agricultural  analyst  and  one  part  to  Uto 
seller." — (Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to'* 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  3,  lines  23  and  24,  to  leav»  cnitthe  words  ''shall  divide) 
the  sample  into  two  and,*  and  to  insert '  (a)  if  the  sample  has  not  beeu^ 
divided  into  parts  and  the  parts  marked,  sealed,  and  biitened  u^-  as- 
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hereinbeiore  mentioned,  shall  send  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  his  analysis 
to  the  p  irsoD  who  submitted  the  sample  for  analysis ;  and  (b)  if  the 
sample  has  been  so  divided  into  parts.'  " — {Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Earl  Carrington         . .         . .         . .         . .  • .  •  •     334 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  28,  after '  and '  to  insert '  in  every  case  to  the  seller 
and.'  " — (Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  analysis,'  to  insert  the  words 
provided  that  if  the  agricultural  analyst  does  not  know  the  name  and 
address  of  the  seller,  he  shall  send  the  certificate  intended  for  the  seller 
to  the  purchaser,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  seller.' " — {Earl 
Carittgton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  39,  after  the  word  '  witness,'  to  insert  the  words 

Erovided  that  this  sub-section  shall  not  apply  (a)  where  the  sample 
as  been  taken  otherwise  than  in  the  prescribed  manner ;  or  (b)  where 
the  sample  has  not  been  divided  into  parts,  and  the  parts  marked,  sealed 
and  fastened  up  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,'  " — (Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Earl  Carrington   ' 334 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  40,  after  the  word '  proceeding,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  other  than  a  proceeding  which  cannot  be  instituted  until  an  analysis 
has  been  made  and  a  certificate  given  by  the  chief  analyst.'  " — (Earl 
Carrington.) 

Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh 335 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Consequential  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  <i8  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  4. 

Ameudment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  26,  after  '  him  '  to  insert  the  words  '  or  at  his 
request.'    —{Earl  CarringUm.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clauses. 

\ 
Lord  aifford  of  Ckudleigk    ..        336 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  subsection  {3)."— {Lord  Clifford  of  Chudieigh). 


Lord  Burghdere 

The  Marquns  of  Londonderry 

The  Eari  of  Mago 

The  Earl  of  Ontlo%p 

Earl  Carringlon 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  '.  \ 

Earl  Carrington        

Amendment  moved^ 

"  In  page  6,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  Fisheries,"  to  insert  the  words 
'  and  the  Board  shall  not  give  such  consent  until  the  part  of  the  sample 
retained  by  the  agricultural  analyst  has  been  analj^sed  and  a  certificate 
of  analysis  given  by  the  chief  analyst.'  "—^Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

CHailse  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

ClauEO  7 : — 

Ameadnent  moved  — 

"  In  page  6,  line  14,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  Act  *  to  the  word 
'  he '  in  line  19."— {Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

ei  ._    .   ,,  ., 
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Clause  9 : — 

Earl  Carrington        340 

Amendment  moved —  i   ' 

"  In  page  7,  line  9,  at  the  end,  to  add  the  words, '  But  the  proceed- 
ings may  be  taken  as  well  before  a  Court  having  jurisdiction  in  the 
place  where  the  purchaser  of  the  article  to  which  the  invoice  of  descrip- 
tion relates  resides  or  carries  on  business  as  before  a  Court  having  juris- 
diction in  the  place  where  the  invoice  or  description  wap  given.'  " — (Eaii 
Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10:— 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  7,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  citric '  to  the 
end  of  line  17,  and  to  insert  the  words  '  acid  or  other  solvent  of  the 
prescribed  strength.'  " — (Earl  Carrington.) 

Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh 341 

Earl  Carrington        ..         ..         ..         . .         . .     341 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  17,  after  the  word  '  prescribed '  to  insert  the  words  '  and 
the  percentage  of  soluble  phosphates  and  percentage  of  insoluble  phos- 
phates mean  respectively  the  percentage  of  tribasic  phosphate  of  lime 
which  has  been,  and  that  which  has  not  been  rendered  soluble.' " — 
{Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  10,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Clauses  agresd  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.    The  Beport  of  Amendments  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  189.) 

Post  Office  Sites   Bill. — Reported,   without  Amendment,   and   committed 

toaCommittoeof  the  Whole  House  To-morrow.  ..         ..         ..         ..     31f 

Open  Spaces  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 
Clause  1 : — 

The  Bart  ol  Meath 342 
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Amendment  moved^ 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  first  word,  '  any,'  to  insert  the  word 
'  administrative,'    and   after   the  second  '  any '    to  insert  the  word 

•  county '  "— {TAe  Earl  of  Meath.) 

Earl  Carrington 342 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  1  agreed  to.  ' 

Claoae'  2  :— 

Earl  Carrington        341 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  discharged,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  either  absolutely,  or  if  the  grant  was  for  a  term  of  years  or  other 
limited  interest  during  the  continuance  of  that  interest.' " — {Earl 
Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  to  i.)  agreed  to. 

Clause  14 : — 

The  Earl  of  Meath 343 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  38,  after  the  word  '  support,'  to  insert  the  words  ; 

*  or  acquisition.'  "—{The  Earl  of  Meath.) 

Earl  Carrington        344 

Clause  14  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clauses  15  and  16  agreed  to. 

Clauae  17 : — 

I       TheEarlof  Meath 345 

Amendment  moved — 
r 

"  In  page  10,  line  22,  after  paragraph  (e)  to  insert  the  following  new 
paragraph : — '  (/)  In  the  case  of  the  City  of  London,  out  of  the  metage 
on  grain  duty  or  otherwise,  or  out  of  the  consolidated  rate  of  the  City.'  " 
—{The  Earl  of  Meath.) 

Earl  Carrington         . .         . .  346 
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Amendment,  Iqr  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  17  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Clauses  agreed  to.  ^ 

Standing  Conunittee  negatived.    Tbe  Report  of  Ajoiiendments  to  be  received 
To-morrow,  and  BUI  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  190.) 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Clauses  1,  2,  and  3,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4 : — 

Lord  Oranmore  attd  Browne 346 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  4." — (Lord Oranmort  and Brovme.) 


The  Earl  of  Arran 

Lord  Denman 
Lord  AsKbourtie 

Lord  HemphiU  . .         . .         

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotone. .         

Lord  KiUanin  . .         . .         

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  {The  Earl  of  Crewe) 
The  Marquess  of  Londonderry 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven  . .         

The  Earl  of  Mayo 


On  Question  whether  the  clause  to  be  left  out  shall  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  their 
Lordships  divided  :— Cont«nts,  32  ;  Not-Contents,  78. 

Clause  4  accordingly  disagreed  to. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6 : — 

Lord  Ashbourne         

Lord  Denman 

Lord  Ashbourne         

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  after  Ao.  second  word  '  scheme,'  to  insert  the 
words  '  unless  it  appears  that  the  particular  holding  or  estate  has  been 
selected  for  an  indirect  purpose,' " — {Lord  Ashbourne.) 

Lord  Denman 

Lord  AsUbourne         ..  

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Jjord  AsVbowme        ..        , 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  sub-seotion  (5)." — (Lord  A$Kboume.) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 362 

Lord  Ashbourne         . .         . .         . .         . .     362 

On  Question,  Amendment  agieed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

ClaoBes  7  and  8  agreed  to. 

Clamed:— 

Lord  KUkmiti  362 

Amendment  moved^- 

"  In  page  5,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  may,'  to  insert  the  words '  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  county  council.'  " — Lord  KiUanin.) 

Lord  Deturum  364 

Amendment,  by  leaw,  withdrawn. 
Clause  9  agreed  to. 
Clause  10  agreed  to. 

Clause  11  : — 

Lord  DuiAoyne  365 

Lord  Ashbourne  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  366 

Lord  Denman  . .  367 

Lord  Clonbrock  367 

\mendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  sub-clause  Q."—(LordClonbroek.) 

The  Bad  of  Arran             367 

Lord  Denman           . .         368 

Lord  Clonbrock          368 

Lord  Zouche  of  Haryngworth         369 

Lord  HempkiU          370 

Lord  Clonbrock          . .         •  •  371 

Lord  Dunraven          371 

'      The  Earl  of  Arran 372 

'.    Lord  Joieey 372 

'    The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume          372 

•.    The  Eari  of  Crewe 373 

Mu2i!m/                  ..          ..          ..          ••                      •«          ••  374 

376 


Lord  Londonderry 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 


f  • 
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On  Question,  whether  the  snb-section  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause,  their  Lordships  divided  :— Contents,  32  ;  not-contents,  86. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 377 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  7,  line  41,  after  the,  word  '  pounds,'  to  insert '  unless  the 
Court  shall  otherwise  order.' " — {The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

Lord  Denman  . .        370 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 379 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 379 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  11,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lord  Clonbroek  380 

New  clause — 

"  A  person  shall  be  disqualified  for  being  elected,  or  chosen,  or 
being  a  member  of  a  district  council  if  he  is  the  tenant  to  that  council  of 
a  cottage  or  any  land  provided  under  the  Labourers  Acts.  If  any  such 
person  shall  become  such  tenant  when  a  member  of  any  such  council 
his  seat  shall  be,  ipso  facto,  vacated." — (Lord  Clor^ock.) 

B -ought  up  and  read  1». 

Moved,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  2»." 

Lord  Denman  380 

New  clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  12  agreed  to. 

Clause  13  :— 

Earl  of  Mayo  380 

Lord  Denman  381 

Clause  13  agreed  to. 

Clauses  15, 16  and  17  agreed  to. 

Clause  18 :— 

Marquess  of  Londondcrrif ,381 

The  Earl  of  Crewe         .'.         381 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderrij  , , 382 

Clause  18  agreed  to. 
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Clause  19  :— 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore     ..  . .         . .    383 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  10,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  woida  *  or  by  the  son  of  any 
such  labourer.'  " — (The  Earl  of  Donoftghmore.) 

Lord  Denman  ..  .,         .,         ..         ..         ..     383 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore      ..         ..         ..  . .     384 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  10.  line  37,  after  the  word  '  made '  to  insert  the  wonls ' 
and  that  the  appUcant  has  paid  all  rent  due  by  him  in  respect  of  such 
tenancy.'  " — (The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 384 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  19,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  20  to  23  agreed  to. 
Clause  24  :- 

Lord  Inchiquin  385 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  11,  line  39,  after  '  Council '  insert  '  Provided  that  the 
owner  of  the  estate  has  consented  to  his  beine  so  deemed." — (Lord  In- 
clUquin.) 

Lord  Denman  . .         . .     386 

Lord  Ashbourne         ..         ..     386 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  24.  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  25 : 

TheEadof     ayo 38 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  12,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  exists '  to  insert  the  words '  for 
carts  and  other  vehicles.'  "— (TAc  Earl  of  Mayo.) 

Lord  Denman  389 
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On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  25,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  26  and  27  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 389 

New  Clause — 

"  The  notice  of  any  proposed  scheme  served  upon  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  any  land  proposed  to  be  taken  otherwise  than  by  agreement 
shall  have  attached  thereto  a  map  or  plan,  sufficient  to  enable  the  person 
80  served  to  identify  the  portion  of  land  proposed  to  bo  so  taken.'  " — 
{The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  1». 

Moved, «« That  the  clause  be  read  2»."    .      . 

Lord  Denman  . .         . .         , 389 

On  Question,  put  and  agreed  to.  j 

Clausf  read  2*,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 
Clause  28:— 

Lord  KiNanin  3'CO 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  sub-section  {2)."— (Lord  KiUanin.) 

Lord  Denman  390 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  28  agreed  to. 
Clause  29  agreed  to. 
Clause  30 :— 

Lord  dsJAournf         ' 391 

Amendments  moved — 

"  In  page  13,  line  18,  after  the  word  '  may,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,' ;  In  page  13,  line  20,  after  the 
word  '  may,'  to  insert  the  words  '  the  Local  Government  Board,  after 
consultation  with  the  President  of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society,  may,' 
make  rules  on  the  subject,  as  aforesaid.'  " — (Lord  Ashbourne.)  * 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  30,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Ckase  31  :— 

Amendment  moyed— 

'*  In  page  13,  line  32,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  of  an  inspector.'  " — 
{Lord  Atltboume.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

CSanse  31,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Claose  32  agreed  to. 

CSanse  33:— 

The  Eart  of  Mayo 391 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  14,  Une  14,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  whether  they  adjoin 
or  not.'  "—(The  Earl  of  Mayo. ) 

Lord  Denman  392 

Lord  AtUovme        392 

Lord  HempUa  392 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 393 

The  Earl  of  Crewe . .         . .  393 

The  Marqueu  of  Laiudovme         393 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.    The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
To-morrow,  and  Bill,  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  191.) 

Dean  Forest  Bill. — ^House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment:    Standing  Committee  negatived; 

and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow  . .     959 

Dogs  Bill. — ^House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order.) 

Clause  1 : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  1  and  2,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  4." — {Earl  Car- 
ringtoH.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh 395 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  sheep  *  and  insert  the 
word  •  cattle '  "—{Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh.) 

EarlCarringUm         396 
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-   Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words '  chased  or '  and  to  insert 
the  words  '  injure  oattle  or  chased." — (Bad  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  2,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3 : — 

Eari  Carrington         397 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  9,  after  the  word  '  dog '  to  insert  the  words  '  so 
seized.'  " — (Eari  Beauohamp.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  moved — 

"To  insert  (6)  The  chief  officer  of  police  of  a  police  area  shall  keep, 
or  cause  to  be  kept,  one  or  more  registers  of  all  dogs  seized  under  this 
section  in  that  area  which  are  not  transferred  to  an  establishment  for 
the  reception  of  stray  dogs.  The  register  shall  contain  a  brief  descrip- 
tion of  the  dog,  the  date  of  seizure,  and  particulars  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  dog  is  disposed  of,  and  every  such  register  shall  be  open  to 
inspection  at  all  reasonable  times  by  any  member  of  the  public  on  pay- 
ment of  a  fee  of  one  shilling.  (7)  The  police  shall  not  dispose  of  any 
dog  seized  under  this  section  by  transferring  it  to  an  establishment  for 
the  reception  of  stray  dogs  unless  a  register  is  kept  for  that  establish- 
ment containing  such  particulars  as  to  dogs  received  in  the  establishment 
as  are  above  mentioned,  and  such  register  is  open  to  inspection  by  the 
public  on  payment  of  a  fee  not  exceeding  one  shilling." — (Earl  Car- 
ritigtim.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

• 

"  In  lines  27  and  28  to  leave  out  the  ^ords '  arising  from  the  sale,  or 
received  from  the  owner,  of  any  dog  in  pursuance  of,'  and  to  insert 
the  words  '  received  by  the  pohce  under.'  " — (Earl  Carrin^on.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendments  made. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 
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Glaiue  5 : — 

Amendment  moved —     ^ . . 

"  In  page  4,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  are  duly  complied  with 
on  the  part  of '  and  to  insert  the  words  '  apply  in  the  case.'  " — (EaH 
Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended  agreed  to. 

ClaaseC: — 

Amendment  moved — 

**  III  page  4,  line  23,  after  '  any  *  to  insert  the  words  '  head  of.'  "— 
{Bad  Carringlon.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  toi 
ClauM? : — 

TheSartofCamperioum  ..        ..     3d8 

Clause  7  agreed  to. 
Clanse  Si- 
Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 
Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  19,  after  paragraph  (o),  to  insert  the   following 
paragraph  '  (<^  Orders  under  Section  2  of  this  Act  may  permit   the 
name  and  address  of  the  owner  of  the  dog  to  be  inscribed    in  Irish 
characters.' " — (£arf  Carrington.) 

Lord  Athbottme  399 

EaHCarrinfton  399 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

New  clause : — 

"  In  this  Act  the  expression  '  cattle '  includes  horses,  mules,  asses, 
theep,  goats  and  swine." — [EaH  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  new  clause  agreed  to,  and  added  to  tne  Bill 

%in  of  ExchaJurefAct  (1882)' Amendmoit  Bill.— Bead  3*  (accordiE^  to  order), 

and  passed. .  , .         . .  . .         . .         ■ .         . .         . .  . .  401 

Isle  of  Man  (Otlltoiiu)  Bill.— Kead  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed  . .     401 
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Deanery  of  Manchester  Bill.— Order  of  the  day  for  Second  Reading  lead 

The  Lord  Privt/^eal  (The  Marquest  of  Ripon)       401 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2^  (according  to  order),  and  conuuitted  to  a  Uom* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow 

Grown  Lands  (Bill.— Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow ^1 

Edncation  (Enffland  and  Wales)  Bill  — Educatioh  (England  and  Wales) 
Bill  Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  !• ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be 
read  2»  on  Wednesday  next.  (The  Lord  President  [E.  Crewey^.  (No. 
182.)  401 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  One  o'clock  a.m.  till  a  quar- 
ter past  Four  o'clock  n.m. 


HOUSE  OF  tlOMMONS  :     MONDAY,  30th  JULY,  1906. 
The  House  met  at  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock* 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Macclesfield  and 'District  Tramways  Bill— Lords  Amendments   con' 

sidered,  and  agreed  to 402 

Poole  Corporation  Water  Bill.— Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed 

to ; 402 

Ooonty  of  Dnrham  Electric  Power  Supply  (Recommitted)  Bill  [Lords  |. 

— As  amended,  considered  402 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — [Mr.  Caldwell.)  |  (King's  coiuent 
sifcnified.) 

biU  read  thethird  time,  and  passed,  with]  Amendments 403 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  BiU  [Lords].— Reported,  with    Amendments 
[Provisional  Orders  confirmed].    Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LondonlSquares  and  Enclosures  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with  Amendments 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow 402 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       402 

Bnckhaven,  Methill,  and  Innerleven  Borgh  Extension  BiU  I  Lords].— 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;    Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed        j...        ..        ..402 
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Kessa^re  from  the  Lorda.T-That  they  have  agreed  to;    Paisley  Gas  and 
Water  Provisional  Order  Bill,  without  Amendmeat. 

Qronnd  Game  Bill ;  Pontefract  Cktrporatlon  Bill ;  Sutton  District  Water 
Wl ;    Eingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ;  with  Amendments. 

Amendmeats  to — Crediton  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Kent  Electric  Power 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Truro  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Havana  United  Railways  and  Regia 
Warehouses  Bill  [Lords]  ;  without  Amendment  . .         . .         . .         . .     402 

Electric  Li jrhting  Prorisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill.— Lords'  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to ..         ..     403 

Puflley  Boads  Order  Confirmation  Bill.— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed    403 

Beebric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  (Jas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments..        ..         ..         ..         ..  ..         ..         ..     403 

brerdyde   Bequest  Order  Confirmation  Bill;  Perth  Corporation  Ga^ 

Order  Confirmation  Bill. — Considered ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed     . .     403 

CDasgow  and  South  Western  Railway  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [LobdsJ 
(bt  Order). — Order  read,  for  resuming  jidjourned  Debate  on  Question 
[24th  July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow 403 

'*BiVATB  Bills. — Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  220  and  246,  relating  to  tny&n. 
Bills,  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Ordered,  That,  as  regards  Private  Bills  to  be  returned  by  the  House  of 
Lords  with  Amendments,  such  Amendments  (if  unopposed)  shall  be  con- 
sidered forthwith. 

Ordered,  That,  as  regards  Private  Bills  returned,  or  to  be  returned,  by 
the  House  of  Lords  with  Amendments,  such  Amendments  (if  opposed)  shall 
be  considered  at  such  times  as  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  may         < 
determine.  ' 

Ordered,  That,  when  it  is  intended  to  propose  any  Amendments  thereto, 
a  copy  of  such  Amendments  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Private  Bill  Office  and 
notice  given  on  the  day  on  which  the  Bill  shall  have  been  returned  from  the 
Lords. — {The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 403 

Great  Northern  (Ireland)  and  Midland  Railways  Bill.— As  amended. 
considered. 

Mr.  MacVeagh  (Down,  S.)  ^^ 

Amendments  made. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 
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Lords  Amendment  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Natt  akd  Abut  ExFENDirxntE,  1904-5. 

Considered  in  Ck>mmittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Wliereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy  Appropriation  Aooouut  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  day  of  Haroh,  1905,  aqd  the  statement  appended  thereto,  as 
follows,  yiz:— 

(a)  That  the  gross  expenditifre  for  certain  Nav^  Services  exceeded 
the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £415,439  ISs.  8d., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended ;  while 
the  gross  expenditure  for  other  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  t&e  estimate 
of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £449,639  ISs.  7d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  gross  actual 
expenditure  for  the  whole  of  the  Navy  Services  feU  diort  of  the  gross 
estimated  expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of  £34,099  14s.  lid. 

(b)  That  the  recapts  in  aid  of  oert^  Qrants  lot  Navy  Services 
fell  diort  of  the  total  estimated  receipts  by  the  sum  of  £80,479  6s.  lOd., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  3  of  the  said]  appended  Schedule,  while  the 
receipts  in  aid  of  other  Navy  Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such 
receipts  by  a  totel  sum  of  £76,198  8s.  9d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  4 
of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  total  actual  receipts  in  aid  of 
the  Grants  for  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  total  estimated  leoeiptsi 
by  the  net  sum  of  £4,280  IBs.  Id. 

(o)  That  the  resulting  differences  between  the  Exchequer  Qrants 
for  Navy  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows,  viz : — 

£       s.    d. 

Total    Surpluses 455,107  18    8 

Total  Deficits 425,289    1  10 

Net  Surplus £29,818  16  10 

And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury 
have  temporarily  authorised  the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net 
charge  on  Exchequer  Grants  for  certain  Navy  Services,  of  the  whole 
of  the  sums  received  in  excess  of  the  Estimated  Appropriation-in-Aid, 
in  respect  of  the  same  services,  and  have  also  temporarily  authorised 
the  application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants 
for  Navy  Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other 
Grants  for  Navy  Services. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, "  That  the  application  of  such  sums 
be  sanctioned." — (Mr,  McKenna.) 

Mr:W.Rviheri6Td{IAverpool,Wiittktby)  .. 670 

Mr.  BovHea  {Lambeth,  Norwood) 571 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury   (Mr.  McKenna,   Monmouth- 
shire, N.)  672 

Question  put  and  agreed  tu. 
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Surfdiis  oorrendand  to  the  Exoheqner 


£29,818     16«,     lOd. 


Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army  Appiopnation  Account  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1905,  and  the  statement  appended  thereto,  as 
follows,  vi*. : — 

(a)  That  the  groes  expenditure  for  certain  Army  Services  exceeded 
the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £256,367  3s.  3d.,  as 
shown  in  Column  No.  1  of  th«  Sohchule  hereto  appended ;  while  the  gross 
expenditure  for  other  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate  of  such 
expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £365,574  6s.  6d.,  aa  shown  in  Column 
No.  2  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ;  so  that  the  gross  actual  expen- 
diture for  the  whole  of  the  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  gross  esti- 
mated  expenditaie  by  the  net  sum  of  £109,207  2b.  3d. 

(h)  That  the  reeopts  in  aid  of  certain  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the 
estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  £8,475  7s.  lOd.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ;  while  the  receipts  in  aid 
of  other  Army  ServioM  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total 
sum  of  £383,643 16s.  2d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended 
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dobedule  ',  so  that  the  total  actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  Grants  for  Army 
Services  exceeded  the  total  estimated  receipts  by  the  net  snm  of 
£375,168  8s.  4d. 

(c)  That  the  resulting  differences  between  the  Exchequer  Grants 
for  Army  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows,  vir^  :— 

.f  1.  d. 

Total  durpluses 701,636    8    5 

Total  Deficits 217,260  17  10 


Net  Surplus  ....  £484,375  10    7 

A.nd  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury 
have  temporarily  authorised  the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net 
charge  on  Exchequer  Grants  for  certain  Army  Services,  of  the  whole  of 
the  sums  received  in  excess  of  the  estimated  Appropriation-in-Aid,  in 
respect  of  the  same  services,  and  have  also  temporarily  authorised  the 
application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for 
Army  Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other 
Grants  for  Army  Services. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  application  of  such 
sums  be  sanctioned." — (Mr.  McKenna.) 

Mr.  William  RtUherford 576 

Mr.  Claude  Hay 576 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
progress ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr.  Claude  Hay.) 

Thi  SecrOary  of  StaU  lor  War  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington)          ..         ..     577 
Mr.  Victor  Cavendish  (Derbyshire,  W.) 578 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  32 ;    Noes,  252.     Division  List  No.  285.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Claude  Hay 58i 

Mr    Haldane  581 

Mr.  WiUiam  Rutherford       ., 5«2 

Orig'nal  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Surplus  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer    ...    jB484,376  10b.  7d. 

Besolutiona  to  be  reported  this  day.  ^     .j    , 

CoLOHiAi,  Makbiaqbs  Bili.. — Order  for  the  Second  Reading  of  the  BilL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bili  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Lord  R.  CecU  {MaryldHme,  E.)        683 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  ike  Colonies  {Mr.  ChurekiU,  Manchester, 

N.W.) 68S 

Mr.  WiUiam  Redmond  {Clare,  B.)  584 

Sir  Brampton  Gurdon  {Norfolk,  N.)         584 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  .    .    >  . 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Slle  of  Intozieatillg  Uqnori  (Ireland)  Bill.— As  amended  by  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Mr.  CvUinan  {Tipperary,  S.)         584 

'•  Mr.  Slom'J^Bdfast,  8.)        684 
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Amendment  proposed — 

''  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  until/  to  the  end  at 
the  clause,  and  insert  the  words  '  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten,  and  no  longer  unless  Parliament  shall 
otherwise  determine,  and  on  the  said  day  all  the  provisions  of  any  Act 
now  in  force  Tegulating  the  hours  of  opening  or  keeping  open  of  any 
premises  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  Sunday,  and  shall  come 
into  operation  and  take  efiect  as  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed.'  " — 
(Mr.  CulUnan), — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 


Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU  (Tyrone,  8.)    ..         . . 

585 

Mr.  WHliam  Redmond  (Clare.  E.) 

536 

Mr.  Sloan 

588 

Mr.  WHliam  Redmond        

589 

Mr.  Sloan 

589 

Mr.  NanneUi  (DuUin,  College  Green)       . . 

590 

Mr.  Walter  Long  (Dublin,  S.) 

590 

^endment^  by  leave^  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Clancy  (DrAlin  County,  N.)  

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  at  end,  to  add  "  not<vithstanding  anything  ta 
any  public  or  local  Act." 

Amendment  agreed  ta 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  at  end,  to  add  the  words,  '  nothing  in  this  Act 
shall  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  rights  of  any  hcensed  person  who  is 
the  owner  or  lessee  of  a  theatre,  music  hall,  or  other  place  of  public 
amusement ;  and  all  such  persons  shall  have  the  same  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  they  now  have  under  the  existing  licensing  law,  as  if  this  Act 
had  not  been  passed.'  " 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  proposed — 

^  In  page  2,  line  10,  after  '  person/  '  residing  or  lodpng  in  the 
metropolitan  police  district  of  Dublin,  and  the  cities  of  Cork,  Waterford. 
Limerick,  and  Belfast.' " 

Amendment  proposed^ 


Cogan.) 


''  In  page  2,  line  12,  to  leave  out '  six '  and  insert '  five.'  " — (Mr. 
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Mr.  Barrie  (Londonderry,  N.)       693 

Mr.  Sloan 595 

Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh  {Fermanagh,  N  ) 596 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

BiO  read  the  third  time,  and  pass  3d. 

PcBUC  WoKKs  Loans  (REPAYiiByr). — Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  extension  of  time  for  the  repayment  of  a  loin  made  by  the  Pablio  Woika 
Loan  CommiBsioners  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Slinei  Drainage  Com- 
missionezs,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present  session,  to  grant  money 
for  the  purpose  of  certain  looal  loans  out  of  the  local  loans  fund,  and  for 
otiier  purposes  renting  to  looal  loans  (King's  Becommendation  signified), 
to-morrow. — {Mr.  McKenna) 59'> 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 'of  July 
ISth,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-fire  minutes  before  Two  o'clook.    | 
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and  referred  to  the  Ezammers . .         . .        . .    597 

Water  Orders  Conflrmation  Bill[H.L.]. — ^Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to.  wi<^^h  Amendments.    The  said  Amendments  to  be  considered  To-morrow     59? 

Electric  lafhting  Proyisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill;  Macclesfield  and 
District  Tramways  Bill ;    Poole  Corporation  Water  Bill ;  Corporation  of 
London   (Blackfnars  and  other  Bridges)  Bill ;    London  County  Council 
(Tramways  and  Iniprovements)  BilL    Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to         597 

Bute  (Eofflieh  and  Welsh)  Estates  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the  Commons 

agreed  to     . .         . .         . ,     597 

Oonntjr  of  Durham  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Northern 
(Ireland)  and  Midland  Railways  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to]    . .         . .         . .     597 

Nettlebed  and  District  Oonunons  (Presenration)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Shropshire, 
Worcestershire,  and  Stafiordshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.     The  said  Ajnendments  con- 

2   sidered,  made  and  agreed  to      . .  694 
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firmation Bill ;  Paisley  Roads  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Inverclyde  Be- 
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Education  Bill. — Petitions  against ;  of  Inhabitants  of  West  Felton ;  Bolington ; 
Sandhurst ;  Staunton-Harold ;  Cheshunt  and  Waltham  Cross  ;  Grosmont ; 
Great  and  Little  Saling.  Of  the  Company  of  Merchants  of  Edinburgh ; 
the  Governing  Body  of  the  Sanim  and  Wilts  Diocesan  Volimtary  Schools' 
Association ;  Llandyssil  Rural  District  Council.  Of  parents  of  children 
attending  Hull  National  School. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS.  ETC. 

Navy. — Memorandum  explanatory  of  recent  and  forthcoming  changes  in  the 
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Reserve.  Militia  — Further  regulations  relating  to  the  Militia.  List  of 
exceptions  to  the  Army  regulations  as  to  pay,  non-efiective  pay,  and  allow- 
ances, sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  pursuant  to  the  Royal  Warrant,  dated 
27th  October,  1884,  during  the  year  1905-1906  699 

IscLosuBE,  Etc.,  Expenses  Act,  1868. — Fees  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  trans- 
actions under  the  Tithe  Acts,  1836  to  1891,  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Inclosure,  etc..  Expenses  Act,  1868,  in  lieu  of  the  fees  heretofore 
authorised  for  such  business.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ..     699 

UHtTKBSiTiEs  (SCOTLAND)  AcT,  1889. — ^University  Court  Ordinance,  No.  XVII. 
St.  Andrews,  No.  3  :  Institution  of  d^jrees  in  agriculture  and  relative 
regulations.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  193) 699 

Imperial  Ikstitote. — Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  work  of  the  Imperial 
Institute  at  South  Kensington  during  the  year  1906.  Presented  (by 
Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 699 

Life  Insukancx  Coicpanibs. — Report  from  the  Select  Committee  (with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee)  made,  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  194.) 
Minutes  of  evidence  together  with  appendices.  Laid  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  delivered  out         600 

National  Abt  Collections. 

The  Bad  of  Cadide  600 

The  Lord  Reward  of  ike  HmuehM  {The  Bad  of  Lwerfoot)  ..    600 

PRiTAts  Bills. 

The  Chairman  of  CommiOees  (The  Bad  of  Ondow)  600 

Moved,  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  amended  as  follows — 

"  Thatthe  Standing  Orders  be  amended  as  follows  : 

Note. — The  words  in  skall  cafitals  are  to  be  omitted,  and 
the  words  printed  within  brackets  are  to  be  inserted. 

[The  Two  Classes  of  Local  ^Bills.] 

1.  All  Bills  (not  being  Estate  Bills)  which  seek  powers  with  re> 
terence  to  any  of  the  following  subjects  are  in  these  Orders  termed 
Local  Bills,  and  are  divtd^  into  two  classes,  according  to  the  subjeots 
to  which  they  respectively  rdate : — 

1st  Class. — ^Arbitration  in  respect  of  the  affairs  of  any  company  .  .  • 
Crown,  church,  or  corp<>ration  property,  or  property  held  in  ttust  for 
public  or  charitable  purposes.  ^ 

VOL  CLXIL  [Fourth  Seeu^]  «  ^         , 
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[Electricity  Supply.] 

Maiket  or  market  place,  erecting,  iinproving,repsiring,  maintaining, 
or  regulating. 

[Pilotage.] 

15.  On  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  application  for  a  Bill  for  constructing  gasworks  or  sew^e 
works,  or  works  for  the  manufacture  or  conversion  of  the  residual  pro- 
ducts of  gas  or  sewage  [or  for  constructing  any  station  for  generating 
electrical  energy  on  specified  lands]  or  for  making  or  constructing  a 
sewage  farm,  cemetery,  burial  ground,  crematorium,  destructor,  or 
hospital  for  infectious  disease,  notice  shall  be  served  upon  the  owner 
^  and  lessee  of  every  dwelling-house  situate  within  three  hundred  yards 
of  the  lands  in  or  upon  which  such  gasworks,  sewage  works,  works  for 
the  manufacture  or  conversion  of  residual  products,  generating  station, 
farm,  cemetery,  burial  ground,  crematorium,  destructor,  or  hospital^ 

-  may  be  made  or  constructed. 

'  .  Insert,  as  a  new  Standing  Order  : 

'  [17a.  On  or  before  the  twenty-first  day  of  December  immediately 

-  preceding  the  application  for  a  local  Bill  whereby  any  express  statujtory 
provision  relating  to  nuisance  arising  on  any  lands  is  sought  t<D  be 

.  altered  or  repealed,  notice  in  writing  of  such  Bill  and  of  the  intention 
to  alter  or  repeal  such  provision  shall  be  served  upon  the  owner  and 
lessee  of  every  dwelling-house  situate  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the 
said  lands.] 
,  *    .     ;  .    , - 

'     '  34.  On  or  before  the  twentyrfirst  day  of  December  a  printed  copy 

of  every  Local  Bill  of  the  Second  Class  which  proposes  to  authorise  any 
work  in  London,  shall  be  deposited  at  the  Ofiioe  of  the  London  County 
Council. 

Insert  as  a  new  Standing  Order  ■ 

[34a.  On  or  before  the  twenty-first  of  December  a  printed  copy 
of  every  Local  Bill  which  proposes  to  authorise  any  persons  other  thac 
the  road  authority  to  break  up  or  otherwise  interfere  with  any  streets  or 
roads,  shall  be  deposited  at  the  ofiioe  of  the  road  authority.] 

70a.  Every  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  and  every  Local 
Bill  brought  from:  tiie  House  of  Commons  shall,  after  the  First  Beading, 
be  referred  to  the  Examiners,  but  in  respect  of  such  Standing  Orders 
only  as  have  not  been  previously  inquired  into. 

[In  the  case  of  any  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  in  which 
provisions  have  been  inserted  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  which  the 
Standing  Orders  of  this  House  would  apply  if  the  Bill  were  a  Local  Bill, 
/  .  ,  the  Examiners  shall  inquire  whether,  with  respect  to  those  provisions, 
the  Standing  Orders  have  "been  oomplied  with,  and  report  to  the  House 
according^.] 
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Leave  oat  Standing  Order  102b — 

102b.  Ant  Paovisionai.  Obdkr  Cdnpibhation  Bill  may,  bbtobk 
BBiNO  couarrKD  to  a  ComiTrBS  or  thb  Whole  Hoosx,  be  be- 
febbkd  to  the  Chaibhak  or  Committees,  with  respect  to  all  or 
ANT  or  THE  Obdkrs  sohbdvlbd  thereto,  to  be  dealt  with  IK  the 

SAME  XAEIIBR  AS  AN  UNOPPOSED  LoCAL  BiLL. 

^ '  And  insert  as  a  new  Standing  Order : 

[102b.  Every  Provisionpl  Order  Confirmation.  Bill  shall,  as  respects 
any  unopposed  Orders  scheduled  thereto,  before  bmg  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  be  referred  to  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees to  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as  an  unopposed  Local  Bill.] 

112.  In  the  case  of  a  Railway  Bill  a  company  shall  not  be  authorised 
to  raise  by  mortgc^e  or  debenture  stock  a  larger  sum  than  one  third  of 


their  capital  until  fifty  per  oent.  on  [of]  the  whde  of  the  capital  has 

"  up  to,  or  raise  any  money  by 
—{Tie  BarlofOndow.) 


been  paid  up  to,  or  raise  any  money  by  mortgage  or  debenture  stock. 


On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to.    Standing  Orders  amended  accordingly,  and 
to  be  printed  aa  amended.    (No.  196.) 

Entherglen  Bwgta  Order  Oonflrmation  BiU.— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
Third  Reading  read. 

Mov«d,  "That the  Bill  be  now  read  3\"-~(Lord  RMU«iaU.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*. 

Lord  ROUetdale 602 

Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  retttrned  to  the  Commons. 

Pnblie  Slaxightn  Homes  Bill  [h.l.]    [Second  Reading.]    Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Dotivvghmore  60 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2K"—{The  Earl  of  Donoughmcre.) 

The  Earl  of  Camperdoum 600 

The  PretiAent  of  the  Board  of  Agricvltwre  and  Fisheries  (Earl  Carrington)    607 

On  Question,  BiU  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the   Whole    ^^ 
House  on  Tuesday,  the  2drd  of  October  next.  <<  -, 

t^  -^ 
Mtfriage  with  foreigners  Bill  [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  Day  for  ^ 
■    the  Second  Reading  read. 

Earl  Beauchatnp        ..         ,.         ,,         ..         ..      608 

«   Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*."—{Ea^  Btauchamp.) 

y,. 

.  i_    The  Marque  of  SaUOury  609 
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On  Question,  Bill  read  2",  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


Page 


Palace  op  Westminster. — The  Earl  of  Liverpool  and  the  Lord  Denman  added 
^  to  the  Select  Committee . .         . .     609 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill.— Read  1%  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  19o.) 


To  be  read  2»  on  Tue8da}r ,  the  23rd  of  October  next.— (T*c  Earl  of  Mayo)    609 

610 


Business  of  the  House. — Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according 
to  Order),  and  suspended  for  this  day's  Sitting  


Post  Office  Sites  Bill ;  Post  Office  (Literature  for  the  Blind)  Bill ; 
Charitable  Loan  Societies  (Ireland)  Bill.  —  House  in  Committee 
according  to  Order).  Bills  reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  sus- 
pended) Bills  read  3*,  and  passed  . .         . .         . .         610 

Revenne  Bill. — Read  3»  (according  to  Order),  and  passed  610 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stufb  Bill. — Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order) ;  a  further  Amendment  made.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons  . .         . .         . .         . .     610 

Open  Spaces  Bill. — ^Amendment  reported  (according  to  Order).  Then  (Stand- 
ing Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3",  with  the 
Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons        . .         . .         . .     610 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill. — Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order)  and 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  to  be  read  3» 
after  the  remaining  Orders  of  the  Day  and  Notices      . .         . .  . .     610 

Dean  Forest  Bill. — Read  3»  (according  to  Order),  and  passed 610 

Dogs  Bill. — Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order) ;  further  Amendments 
made.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill 
read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  . .     611 

Deanery  of  Manchester  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3»,  and passedj         ..611 

The  Tbanbvaai.  Constitotiom. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {The  Earl  of  Elgin)  ..         ..     ,..  611- 

;  The  Duke  of  Marlborough ;.  626 

Lord  Sandhurst  . .  632 

Lord  Harris     . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  635 

Lord  Courtney  640 

Viscount  MUner         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  . .  646 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme . .  658 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  (The  Marquess  of  Rifon)       662 
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Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill.— Order  of  the  Day  for  Third  Reading  read. 

LordDenman  667 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  S\"—(Lord  Denman.) 

Oa  Qaestion,  Bill  read  3*. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 

House  resumed. 

MnsioJ  Oopyriffht  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1* ;  to  be 
printed ;  and  to  be  lead  2*  To-morrow  {Th«  Earl  Beavehamp).  (No. 
197)  ..         .,         ..         ..         .,         ..         ,.         ..         ..         ..     667 


House  adjourned  at  One  o'clock  a.m.,  till  half-past  Three  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   C0MM0N3:    TUESDAY,    3l3T   JULY,    1903. 
The  Hotise  met  at  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Kingston-npon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ;  Pontefraot  Corporation  Bill ; 
Sutton  District  Water  biU. — Lords  Amendments  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  [30th  July],  considered,  and  agreed  to 668 

Metropolitan  Electric  Supply  Bill. — As  amended,  considered  668 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 668 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill  (bt  Order). — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
on  Thurwiay,  at  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the  Clock       668 

Hackney  Electricity  Bill  (bt  Order)  ;  Hampstead  Garden  Suburb  Bill  (by 
Order) ;  London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill  (by  Order) ;  North  West 
London  Railway  Bill  (by  Order) ;  St.  Pancras  Electricity  Bill  (by  Order) ; 
South  Lincolnshire  Water  Bill  (by  Order) ;  South  Wales  Electrical  Power 
Distribution  Company  Bill  (by  Order) ;  Watford  and  Edgware  Railway  ) 
Bill  (by  Order). — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to       . .         . .     668 

Biite(EBgIirii  and  Welsh)  Estates  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Opder).— Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment 668 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Ixx  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

July  31,]  Page 

Nettlebed  and  District  Oommons  (Preservatioii)  Bill  [Loaosj  (bt  Obdeb),  ; 
Shropshire,  Worcestershire,  and  Stafiordshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords]  (by 
Order). — Bead  the  third  tune,  and  passed,  with  Amendments        . .         . .     668 

Olasgow  and  Sonth  Western  Railway  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill  [Lobds].— 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment       668 

Water   Orders   Confirmation   Bill   [Lobds], — ^As  amended,    considered; 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments ,         . .     669 

Qreat  Northern  (Ireland)  and  Midland  Railways  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered, 
That  Standing  Order  243  be  suspended,  and  the  Great  Northern  (Ireland) 
and  Midland  Railways  Bill  [Ejords],  be  now  read  the  third  time, — (Xhe 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments    . .     66P 

Standino  Obdbbs  (Private  Business), — Standing  Order  1  read,  and  amended, 
in  line  14,  by  inserting  after  tiie  word  "  Purposes,"  as  a  new  line,  tiie  words 
"Electricity   Supply."  •' 

In  line  25,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Regulating,"  as  a  new  line,  the 
word  "  Pilotage." 

Standing  Order  15  read,  and  amended,  in  line  4,  by  leaving  out  the  word 
"  and,"  and  mserting  the  word  "  or,"  instead  thereol 

In  line  4,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  for,"  the  words  "  constructing 
any  station  for  generatirig  electrical  energy  on  specified  lands,  or  for." 

In  line  9,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  products,"  the  words  "  generating 
station," 


Ordered,  That  on  or  before  the  twenty-first  day  of  December  immediately 
preceding  the  application  for  a  Bill  whereby  any  express  statutory 
provision  relating  to  nuisance  arising  on  any  lands  is  sought  to  be 
altered  or  repealed,  notice  in  writing  of  such  Bill,  and  of  the  intention 
to  alter  or  repeal  such  provision,  shall  be  served  upon  the  owner  and 
lessee  of  every  dweUing-house  situate  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the 
said  lands. 

Resolved,  That  this  Order  be  a  Standing  Order  of  this  House, 

Ordered,  That  on  or  before  the  eighteenth  day  of  December  a  printed  copy 
of  every  Bill  of  the  1st  Class  which  proposes  to  authorise  any  persons 
other  than  the  road  authority  to  break  up  or  otherwise  interfere  with  any 
streets  or  roads,  shall  be  deposited  at  the  ofiice  of  the  road  authority. 

Resolved,  That  this  Order  be  a  Standing  Order  of  this  House. 

Standing  Order  72,  read,  and  amended,  by  adding,  at  the  end  thereof,  tho 
words.  In  the  case  of  any  Provisonal  Order  Confirmation  Bill  in  which 
provisions  have  been  inserted  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  which  the 
Standing  Orders  of  this  House  would  apply  if  the  Bill  were  a  Private 
Bill,  the  Examiners  shall  inquire  whether,  in  respect  of  such  provisions, 
the  Standing  Orders  have  been  complied  with,  and  report  to  the  House 
;    accordingly. 
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Standing  Order  153,  read  and  amended,  in  line  3,  by  leaving;  out  the  word 
"  on,"  and  inserting  tiie  word  "  of,"  instead  tikereot.— (JAe  Chairman  of 
Wags  and  Meant.) B69 

Hessaoe  7B01C  THK  LoRDS. — ^That  they  have  agreed  to — Local  Government 
Proviaional  Orders  (Oaa)  Bill ;  Bathergien  Bor^  Order  Confirmation  Bill,  ] 
with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to— Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe  Tramways  Bill      \ 
[Lords] ;   South  Eastern  and  London,  C^tham.  and  Dover  Railways  Bill 
[Lords],  witiiout  Am^pdmeat 670 


PETITIONS. 


I 


Lahs  YALXfna  Tazatiov,  etc.  (Sootlaio))  Bill. — Petition  of  the  Incorporated 
Society  of  Law  Agents  in  Sootiand,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         . .     670 

Strbbt  Bbttino  Bill  [Lobds]. — ^Petition  from  Clitheroe,  n  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

theTabfe 670 

Education  (Eitolani)  axd  Walxs)  Bill. — Petitions  against ;  from  Burghfield ; 
North  Perrott ;  Fauler's  Fury ;  St.  Oleer ;  and  West  Hallam  :  to  lie  upon 
the  Table 670 

Education  (Bnoland  amd  Walks)  Bill  (Riuaious  Teaohino). — Petitions 
against  alteration  of  Law  ;  from  Aahow ;  Bronugrove ;  Coplook  ;  Hartley ; 
Leek  Wooton  (two) ;  Leigh ;  Llangyfelach  (two) ;  Loose ;  Severn  Stoke 
(two) ;  Shebley ;  and  Wolphanpoote ;  to  lie  upon  tiie  Table  . .    670 

IxPAHTiLV  Lira  PsoTEonoH. — Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law ;  from  Chapel-en* 
le-Frith.;  and  Jleadington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 671 

Land  Tenure  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Law 

Agents  in  Scotiand,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 671 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  BTO. 

Cbimnal  and  Judicial  Statistics  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Criminal  and 
Jodioial  Statistics  of  Ireland  for  the  year  1905.  Part  I.  Criminal  Statistics 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table ..         ..     671 

Irish  Land  CoionssiON. — Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  Commissioners  for 
the  period  from  1st  April,  1905,  to  31st  March,  1906  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 671 

MoBoooo  (No.  1,  1906). — Copy  presented,  of  Despatches  from  the  British  Dele-         i 
gate  at  the  International  Conference  at  Algeciras,  forwarding  the  General  Act 
of  the  Conference,  signed  7th  April,  1906,  and  other  documents  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  Morocco  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        67 1 

brcLOflUBB,  Ac,  Expenses  Act,  1868. — Copy  presented,  of  Fees  to  be  taken  ■ 
in  respect  of  transactions  under  the  Tithe  Acts,  1836  to  1891,  in  accordance  '  j 
with  the  provisions  of  The  Inclosures,  &c..  Expenses  Act,  1868,  in  lieu  of 
the  Fees  heretofore  authorised  for  such  business  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  | 
Table  '671 
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Unitbbsitibs  (Sootlanb)  Act,  1889  (Ordinanoe). — Copy  prefl«nt«d,  of  Univer- 
sity Court  Ordinance  No.  XVII.  (St.  Andrews,  No.  3)  (Institution  of 
Degrees  in  AgTicultu];e  and  relative  Begulations)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  294.]  671 

Post  Office. — Copy  presented,  of  Fifty-second  Report  of  the  Postmaster- 

Qeneral  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        672 

Shipping  Casualties  (1904-5). — Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  the  Returns 
of  Shipping  Casualties  vrhich  occurred  on  or  near  the  Coasts  or  in  Rivers 
and  Harbours  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  1st  JuV7, 1904,  to  30th  June, 
1905,  and  of  the  Returns  of  Shipping  Casualties  to  British  Vessels  elsewhere 
than  on  the  Coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  tuid  to  Foreign  Vessels  on  or  near 
the  Coasts,  or  in  Rivers  and  Harbours,  of  British  Possessions  abroad,  &c., 
with  Charts  and  Appendices  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         . .    672 

Imperial  Institute. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
work  of  the  Imperial  Institute  at  South  Kensington  during  the  year  1905 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . . . ,      ....     ...     ....     . .        . .    672 

Navy  (Dockyards). — Copy  presented,  of  Memorandum  explanatory  of  recent 
and  forthcoming  changes  in  the  administration  of  His  Majesty's  Dockyards 
in  the  United  Kmgdom  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 672 

West  Indian  Islands  (Exports). — Return  ordered,  "  of  the  average  annual 
Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  of  America  during 
each  quinquenniiun  ending  1904, 1899, 1894,  and  1889  from  the  British  West 
Indian  Islands ;  how  much  of  such  Exports  were  of  sugar  and  molasses ; 
how  much  were  of  fruit  (fresh  and  dried),  cofiee,  cocoa  and  tobacco ;  and 
the  proportions  for  each  such  period  going  to  the  United  States  of  Aiqerioa 

and  the  United  Kingdom,  respectively." — (Mr.  Essex.)        672 

i 

.      QUESTIONS. AND. ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE   VOTES. 

Cost  op  Battleships — ^Wages  and  Material. — Question,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee 

(Hampshire,  Fareham) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson 672 

Bbpayhent  to  Civil  Continoenoibs  Fund. — Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Rosa  and 

Cromarty);  Answer,  Mr.  McKenna ,    ..        ..    _    ..     673 

Repayment  op  Stamp  Duties  in  Letters^  Patent  Gonferrino  Knight- 
hoods.— Question,  Mr.  Weir  ;  Answer,  Mr.  McKenna 673 

Erection  of  Barracks  at  Norwich. — Question,  Mr.  Fell  (Great  Yarmouth) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Haldane        674 

Barrack  Repairs  Contracts — Fair  Wages   Resolution. — Question,   Mr. 

Clynes  (Manchester,  N.E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Haldane 674 

Ratification  and  Publication  of  the  Tibet  Convention. — Question,  Sir  H. 

Cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) ;  Answer,  Sir  Edward  Grey 674 

The  Portuguese  Minister's  Motor  Car  Accident. — Question,  Mr.  Simon 

(Essex,  Walthamstow) ;  Answer,  Sir  Edward  Grey    . .        ...     . .         . .     67^ 
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Allovahci  to  OmoxBS  in  Nobthbbn  Niosbia. — Question,  Mr.  O'NeiU  (An 
tam.  Mid.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Chnrohill 


DiBHisaAL  OT  Mb.   Cboil  Bisset. — Question,   Mr.  Thomasson   (Leicester) 
Answer,  Mr.  Ckuichill 

Bbfobt  on  GoTXBmiBNT  Fakks  at  Naibom  AMD  Nawash. — Question,  Sir  C. 
Hill  (ShiBWBbur7) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Churchill 

Okaxox  KnrBB  Colony  Comstitdtion. — Question,  Mr.  Bridgeman    (Shrop 
shire,  Oswestry) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Churchill         

British  Subjbots  in  ths  Tbamsvaal. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  (Buckingham 
shire,  Wjcombe) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Churchill        

Tdixamobb  and  SliLLKieH  Tbleobaphio  Sxbviob. —  Question,  Mr.  Delanj 
(Queen's  County,  Ossory) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 

Appointment    or   Bkutast  Leabners  to  Centbal    Tblbgbaph    Ophob — 
LoDoiNQ  Allowances. — Question,  Mr.  James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.) 
Answer,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 

Fekdino  or  School  Chxldbxn. — Question,  Dr.  Maonamara  (Camberwell,  N.) 
Answer,  Mr.  John  Bums 
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Cost  o7  Maintenance  or  Babback  Schools  and  Yillaob  Comkunitixs. — 
Question,  Mr.  L.  Haslam  (Monmonth  Boroughs) ;  Answer,  Mr.  John  Bums    680 

Audit  of  Electbic  LioHTiNa  Accounts. — Question,  Dr.  Maonamara  ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Kearley  680 

BKTirBN  or  Houbs  Wobksd  by  Railway  Men. — Question,  Mr.  BeU  (Derby)  : 

Answer,  Mr.  Kearley  . .  . .         . .         . .         . .     681 

Betubn  or  Railway  Accidents. — Question,  Mr.  BeU ;  Answer,  Mr.  Kearley  . .     681 

FoBESHOBE  BioHTS  BETWEEN  Blaibmobe  AND  Innxllan. — Questiou,  Mr.  Watt 
(Olasgow,  College) ;  Answw,  Mr.  Kearley       682 

Lboauty  or  NxwspAFXB  LoTTEBiES. — Mr.  L.  Haslam ;  Answer,  Mr.  Qkdstone    682 

National  Debt— Oomhission  SECDBmEs  roB  Post  OmcB  Savinob  Bank 
LiABiLnTES. — Question,  Mr.  Chiotza  Money  (Paddington,  N.) ;  Answer, 
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StjppLTc  .[19Ta  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee.  .    ■      ■ 

(In  the  Committee.^ 

^Mr.  Emhott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.j 

(Avn.  Seeviceb  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1906-7. — Class  II. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£29,050,  be'  granted  to  His  Majesty  to'  complete  the  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1907,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
' '  the  Department  of  l£s  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
including  a  Grant-in-Aid  of  certain  Expenses  conneoted  with  Emifpi- 
'..tion."  .  .        .^ 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Cdoniea  [Mr.  Churchill,  Manches- 

N,W.) 729 

Mr.  LytteUon  (St.  George's,  Hatwver  Square)        753 

Sir  Charles  DUke  {Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)  ..'       . .         . .  764 

'I  Sir  OUbert  Parker  (Graveaend)         ....      ■  . .         773 
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Mr.  Rufus  Isaacs  {Reading) 
Mr.  Evdyn  CeoH  (Aston  Manor) 
Mr.  Everett  (Suffolk,  Woodbridge)    . . 
Mr.  Wedgwood  (Newoastle-under-Lym-i) 
Mr.  MoUeno  (DumfrietsMre) 
Mr.  Arnold-Foster  (Croydon) 
Mr.  J.  Ramsay  Macdonald  (Leicesler) 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  (City  of  London)  . . 
The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  Stirling  Burghs)    . . 

And,  it  being  Ten  of  the  Clock,  the  Chaibmait  proceeded,  in  pursuance  of 
Standing  Order  No.  15,  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  necessary  to 
dispose  of  tiie  Vote  under  consideration. 

Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £29,050,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  coarse  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of 
March,  1907,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  His 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  including  a  Grant-in-Aid 
of  certain  Expenses  connected  with  Emigration." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  316  ;   Noes,  83.    (Division  List  No.  286.) 

Ihe  Cbairhan  then  proceeded  to  put  severally  the  Questions,  That  the  total 
amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  each  Class  of  the  Civil  Service 
j^limates,  including  Supplementary  Estimates,  and  the  total  amount 
of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the  Army  (including 
Ordnance  Factories)  be  granted  for  the  Services  defined  in  those  Classes 
and  Estimates. 


776 
779 
782 
784 
783 
794 
795 
798 

804 


Class  ., 


-I  •.— 


'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £707,580,  be  granted  to  Ss  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  CSiarge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  Ijie  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  on  tlie 
Services  included  in  Class  I.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


5.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Bnildings,  Great  Britain 

6.  Art  and  Science  Buildings,  Great  Britain    • 

10.  Surveys  of  the  United  Kingdom 

11.  Harbours  under  the  Board  of  Trade     - 

12.  Peterhead  Harbour 

13.  Rates  on  Government  Property  •        .        - 

14.  Public  Works  and  Bnildings,  Ireland 

15.  Railways,  Ireland  .... 


£ 

34,800 
46,800 

124,578 
14,606 
22,000 

340,656 
96,47y 
28,663 


£707,580^" 
TheQonimittee'diTid0d:->AyeB,S24;  Noes,  82.    (Diviaum  List  No^  287.) 
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Class  II. 

a.  "  That  a  aum,  not  exceeding  £1,203,002,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

.  defraj  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  daring  the  year 

ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditora  in  respect  of 

.  the  Services  included  in  Class  11.  of  the  Estimates  for  Qvil  Services, 

.    .       viz. : — 

£ 

1.  House  of  Lords  Offices 10,210 

2.  House  of  Conunons  Offices           ....  17,900 

3.  Treasury  and  Subordinate  Departments      -         •  59,911 

4.  Home  Office 124,085 

8.  Board  of  Trade            160,373 

F  9.  Mercantile  Marine  Services           ...        -  69,873 

10.  Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade    -  5 

12.  Charity  Commission 16,079 

16.  Local  Government  Board 147,470 

17.  Lunacy  Commission,  England      ...        -  10,736 

22.  Begistrar-General's  Office,  England      -        -        •  25,412 

23.  Stationery  and  Printing 401,480 

24.  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  etc.,  Office  -  12,756 

25.  Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office       •        -        -  45,278 

26.  Secret  Service -        -  10,000 

[  Scotland. 

27.  Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office     .        -        -        -  9,750 

28.  Fishery  Board 13,691 

29.  Lunacy  Commission 3,731 

30.  Registrar-Gkinerars  Office  •        -        -        -        •  3,241 

31.  Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland        -        -  10,470 

Ireland. 

32.  Household  of  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  -        •  2,672 
35.  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  Office  •        •  1,049 

37.  PubUo  Becord  Office,  Ireland     ....  3,484 

38.  PubUo  Works  Office 23,938 

39.  Registrar  General's  Office 7,032 

40.  Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey  (including  a  Sup- 
plementary sum  of  £1,000) 12,276 


£1,203,002' 


Question  put— 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  342 ;  Noes,  82.    (Division  List,  No.  288.) 

Class  III. 

4.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,077,936,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  w&  com«  in  ooursa  ol  paym^t  during  the  year 
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ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Maich,  1907>,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Services  included  in  CHass  III.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

1.  Law  Charges 81,964 

2.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses    •        •        •        •  21,914 

3.  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature      ....  179,066 

4.  Land  Registry     • 25,602 

6.  County  Courts 2 

7.  Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies        .        .        .  394,255 

8.  Reformatory    and    Industrial    Schools,    Oreat 

Britain 118,977 

9.  Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum  ...  27,121 

\  L  Scotland. 

10.  Law  Charges  and  Courts  of  Law  ....  60,828 

11.  Register  House,  Edinburj^         ....  27,746 

12.  Crofters'  Commission  ......  2,445 

13.  Prisons 62,600 

I     _  Ireland. 

14.  Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecutions      .        •  32,652 

15.  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  and  otber  Legal 
Departments 69.586 

16.  Irish  Land  Commission 124,215 

17.  County  Court  Officers,  &c. 66,088 

18.  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police 35,721 

19.  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 710,038 

20.  Prisons 62,556 

21.  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools    -        -        •  55,996 

22.  Dondrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum    >        •        .  3,676 


£2,077,936 ' 


^  Questioa'^pnt — 

.  The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  339 ;  Noes,  81.    (Division  List  No.  289.) 

Class  IV.  'i 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,387,882,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  wiU  come  in  <  ourse  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Services  included  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Service,  vis.: — 


1.  Board  of  Education,  including  a  Supplementary 

Sum  of  £200,000 6,339,600 

2.  British  Museum 99,998 

3.  National  Gallery 7,038 

4.  National  Portrait  Gallery 2,619     ' 

6.  Wallace  Collection 3,821 

6.  Scientific  Investigation,  etc..  United  Kingdom     •  33,660 

tOL  CLXn.    fPoTOTH  Swum.]  f 
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7.  Universities  and  Col^es,  Great  Britain  and  Inter- 
mediate Education,  Wales-        ....  140,400 

8.  Public  Education,  Scotland        ....  1,122,128 

9.  National  Gallery,  etc.,  Scotland.-        ...  768 

Ireland. 

10.  Public  Education      •  .     -  -        -        .        .        .  633,223 

11.  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners         ...  510 

12.  National  Oallerv 1,766 

13.  Queen's  Colleges 2,361 


£8,387,882 ' 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  341  ;  Noes,  79.     (Division  List,  No.  290.) 

Class.  V. 

6.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,196,905,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  Maioh,  1907,  for  Expenditure  on  the  Services 
included  in  Class  V.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


1.  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services 

2.  Colonial    Services        .        .        .        , 

3.  Telegraph  Subsidies  and  Pacific  Cable 

4.  Cyprus  (Grant-in-Aid) 

5.  Treasury  Chest  Fund  ... 


£ 

903,856 
827,952 

49,497 
1,000 

14,600 


£1,196,905 ' 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  337  ;  Noes,  79.    (Division  List,  No.  291.) 

Class  VI. 

7.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £582,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Services  included  in  Class  VT.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.: — 

!                3.  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances    •       •    383 
4.  Hospitals  and  Charities,  Ireland 199 

,  £682" 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  334  ;  Noes,  78.    (Division  List  No.  293.) 
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Class  VII. 

8.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £350,759,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of 
the  Services  included  in  Class  YII.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  S«vices, 


via.: — 


1.  Temporary  Commisaicma 

2.  Miscellaneous  Expenses  ... 

3.  Bepayments  to  the  Local  Loans  Fund  - 

4.  Ireland  Development  Grant  • 

5.  Repayments  to  Civil  Contingencies  Fund 

6.  Inter-Parliamentary  Conference     - 

7.  Expenses  under  the  Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905  200,000 

£350,759  " 


£ 

27.000 

10,743 

68 

86,000 

22,958 

5,000 


Questicm  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  322  ;  Noes,  74.    (Division  List  No.  293.) 

AuT  Estimates,  1906-7. 

d.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,803,100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  on  the  Axmy 
Services,  including  Army  (Ordnance  Factories),  vix. : — 

£ 
5.  Volunteer  Corps,  Pay  and  Allowances  •        -        •  1,244,000 
13.  War  Office  and  Army  Accounts  Department        •     569,000 
Ordnance  Factories  100 


£1,803,100  " 

r         i  

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  318  ;  Noes,  67.    (Division  List  No.  294.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "That  the  Chairman  do  report  these 
Resolutions  to  the  House." 

The  Committee  divided ;— Ayes,  298  ;  Noes,  67.    (Division  List  No,  296.) 

Resolutions  to  b«  reported  to-morrow 

Wats  ahd  Means. 

C<msidered  in  Comnattoe. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

{Mr.  EiofOTT  (Oldham)  in  the  Chtar.) 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  towards  making  good  the  Supply 
granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the  Service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1907,  the  sum  of  £68,528,828  be  granted  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  252  ;  Noes,  W.    (Division  List  No.  296.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  this  Resolu- 
tion to  the  House." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  239  ;  Noes,  55.    (Division  List  No.  297.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow.  ■    !   •   ' 

Mnsical  Copyright  Bill.— Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Gladstone,  Leeds, 

W.)  857 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  J.  D.  White  (Dumbartonshire) 859 

Mr.  Morton  (Sutherland) 859 

Mr.  Byles  (Salford,  N.)        859 

Mr.  Lupton  (Lirusolnshire,  Skaford)  . .         . .  860 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Street  Betting  Bill  [Lords].— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Bottomley  (Hackney,  S.)  861 

Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)        864 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  '  upon  this  day  three  months.'  " — (Mr.  Bottomley.) 

Question  p  oposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Sir  E.  Carson  (Dublin  University) 
Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson  (Worcestershire,  N.) 
Mr.  Shackleton  (Lancashire,  Clitheroe) 
Mr.  Lupton  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 


Gladttone,  Leeds,  W.)  865 

867 

867 

868 

869 
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Mb.  Clouoh  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Queation,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put  accord- 
ingly, and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 
Katy  and  Asmt  Ezpenditcrb,  1904-5. 
Besolatians    reported. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year  ended 
the  Slst  day  of  March,  1905,  and  the  statement  appended  thereto,  as 
follows,  viz. : — 

(a)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for  certain  Navy  Services  exceeded 
the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £415,439  ISs.  8d., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended,  while  the 
gross  expenditure  for  other  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £449,539  13s.  7d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  gross  actual 
expenditure  for  the  whole  of  the  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  gross 
estimated  expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of  £34,099  14s.  lid. 

(b)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain  Grants  for  Navy  Services 
fell  short  of  the  total  estimated  receipts  by  the  sum  of  £80,479  6s.  lOd., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  while  the  re- 
ceipts in  aid  of  other  Navy  Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such 
receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  £76,198  8s.  9d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  4 
of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  total  actual  receipts  in  aid 
of  the  Grants  for  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  total  estimated  receipts 
by  the  net  sum  of  £4,280  18s.  Id. 

(e)  That  the  resulting  differences  between  the  Exchequer  Grants 
for  Navy  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows,  viz. : — 

£  8.  d. 

Total  Surpluses 455,107  18    8 

Total  Deficits 425,289     1  lO 

Net  Surplus £29,818  16  10 

And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tem- 
porarily authorised  the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net  charge  on 
Exchequer  Grants  for  certain  Navy  Services,  of  the  whole  of  the  sums 
received  in  excess  of  the  estimated  Appropriation -in  Aid,,  in  respect  of 
the  same  Services,  and  hitre  also  temporarily  authorised  the  applica- 
tion of  so  much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy 
Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants 
for  Navy  Services, 
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^ .  "  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be  sanctioned." 


PoQe 


Schedule. 


QroH  Exyendltuic 

Appropriation*  in  Aid. 

BxceMMO^ 

Ran>laMi  of 

DeBcIencies 

Sarpdue* 

Kiiinber  o( 

Vrn  Serricw,  U04-t. 

Antnal  over 

Eitimated 

of  Actnalaa 

<A  KdUaX  as 

Vote. 

VotoT 

Kitlmated 

over  Aotoal 

compared  witli 

Ome* 

Oron 

Batlmated 

Bxpeudlture. 

Expendltare. 

Becelpta. 

Iteoeipt*. 

L 

2. 

8. 

4. 

£       1.  d. 

£       i.d. 

£       a.d. 

£       i.d. 

!•       •       - 

Wage*,  Sk.,  at  Offlcen,  !lesmen, 
•nd  Boys,  Coast  Ouard,  and 

Kojral  Marinea .... 

87474  U   8 

•» 

27,810    2    0 

^ 

2-       •       - 

Vlctnalltng  and  Clothing  (or  the 

Navy 

^ 

4,889    8    7 

^ 

18.109    0   4 

».       . 

Uedical  btablUimente  and  Ser- 

Tlcea 

.. 

U,626    9    « 

1,689  19    2 

— 

4  .        .        . 

Martial  Law        .       .       .       . 

.. 

l,<m  17  U 

8  17  10 

.» 

S  . 

.. 

12,944    «    2 

— 

s.no  8  11 

«.        .        . 

Sdentlflc  Smrrleta      •      •      • 

4je7U    6 

^ 

8,6U10    6 

7.       .       . 

Koral  Naval  Rosrvea 
ShipbnildiiK,    Sepaln,    UalD- 
tenance,£>. : 
Fetaonnel      .       •      •      • 

2IV28ro    8 

600    0    t 

•" 

8.       .       . 

Seel     - 

^_ 

2S,8Z4U   8 

^ 

808  14    e 

Sec.  £     - 

UatMel        .... 

2M,2U    8   • 

-. 

^ 

26,823    8    1 

Bee.  8     • 

Contract  Work     >      •       • 

279^769  U    0 

87.278    4    ft 

— 

9-       .       • 

Kaval  Annamenti 

,. 

11,028  19    • 

— 

19.1fi6    8    7 

10.       .       ■ 

Worin,  BnUdlngt  and  Kepain  at 

Home  and  Abroad  • 

M> 

78,202    1    1 

— 

4.887  19    8 

11  -       •       • 

82,tMU    6 

•» 

8,012  19    0 

_ 

IS-       .       • 

Admiralty  Office - 

1,761    7    1 

^ 

— 

S    9    8 

U-       •       • 

Ualt-Pay,  Bewirvad  and  SeUred 

Pay 

6,684    1    S 

^ 

4,108  10    0 

^ 

14 .       .       . 

Kaval    and  Marine    Pendoni, 
Gratuitiea,  and  Compaastonate 

6,flM  It  10 

^ 

6,48818    9 

— 

16.       • 

SZ,2S5  IS  11 

~ 

79   SU 

abl 

2,064  16    4 

^ 

^ 

^ 

416,4»>  18    8 

449,618  18    7 

80,479   8  10 

7^U8    8    < 

US  surrendered  to  the  Ezc 

Net  Sorplo* 

£84,099  14  U 

Net  Deficit, 

£4,280  18    1 

Surpi 

hequer 

.        «••        Jc 

29,818    168 

.    lOd. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year  ended  -*. 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1£05,  and  the  statement  appended  thereto,  as 
follows,   vir. : — 


(a)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for  certain  Army  Services  exceeded 
the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  simi  of  £256,367  3s.  3d.,  as 
shown  in  Column  No.  1  of  the  schedule  hereto  appended ;  while  the 
gross  expenditure  for  other  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate  of 
such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  £365,574  5s.  6d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No. 
2  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ;  so  that  the  gross  actual  expenditure 
for  the  whole  of  the  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  gross  estimated  ex- 
penditure by  the  net  sum  of  £109,207  2s.  3d. 

(6)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain  Army  Services  fell  short  of 
the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sAi  of  £8,475  7s.  lOd.,  as  shown 
in  Column  No.  3  of  the  said  appended  schedule  ;  while  the  receipts  in 
aid  of  other  Army  Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by 
a  total  sum  of  £383,643  16s.  2d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said 
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appended  Schedule  ;  ao  that  the  total  actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  grants 
for  Army  Services  exceeded  the  total  estimated  receipts  by  the  net  sum 
of  £375,168  88.  4d. 

(c)  That  the  resulting  differences  between  the  Exchequer  Grants 
for  Army  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows,  vi*. : — 


Total  Surpluses 
Total  Deficits 


£  a.  d. 

•    701,656    8    6 
-    217,260  17  10 


Net  Surplus £184,375  10    7 

And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majest/s  Treasury  have  tem> 
porarily  authorised  the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net  charge  on 
Exchequer  Grants  for  certain  Army  Services,  of  the  whole  of  the  sums 
received  in  excess  of  the  estimated  Appropriation-in-Aid  in  respect  of 
the  same  Services,  and  have  also  temporarily  authorised  the  application 
of  so  much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Army  Ser- 
vices as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other  grants  for 
Army  Services. 

2.  "  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be  sanctioned." 

Schodiilo. 


i 

OroM  Bxpaodltor*. 

> 

Btoeaaea  of 

Snrploae*  ot 

Snrplaaeaof 

1 

AniiT  SarTh«,  UOt-UOS. 
Vote*. 

Actual  over 

Batlmated 

Oioaa 

K«tlmat«d 

over  Aciual 

Onmi 

Actual  aa 

coiipared  aritli 

■atiiuaiad 

Actual  a* 
compared  with 

'/. 

Kx|  aodltore 
1. 

Kxpenditnrr. 

I. 

Uaielpta. 
8. 

B«:«i|>ia. 
4. 

*~~ 

£       a.  d. 

A       i-d. 

A       f-d. 

«        Hd. 

1 

Pit,  4c.,  of   Amy  (Oancnl  Staff  B.gi- 
menu,  Hetrrt,  »nd  D«|  artmeut.)      • 

^ 

166,866    6  11 

«»1»    2 

6>,'W»    1    » 

46,176  10    8 

2,777  18    6 

28,SW  1>  10 

— 

7J61    111 
6,US7    •   T 

lieritcsl  btaUUimeDta :  Paj,  Ac     • 

tfitlU    9 

HIHtIa  :  Pay,  Boanty,  4c.  - 

Imperial  Yeomanry  :  Pay  and  Alloaance* 

VohutMr  Corp«  :  Pay  and  Allowancea    • 

U,S«t  M    & 

7T0  11    8 

667    6    8 

I6l>,lsU8  18    1 

Traoapoit  and  Kmnoaota    - 

CMhtnic  BateblMiiMnta,  and  Rerrtcea     • 

mjaet  i«  ii 

— 

16,128  14    8 
1,868    8    8 

Warifte  and  oUwr  Stora :  Supply  and 
Bepair 

10,286  12    6 

— 

- 

81,U7    t    8 

10 

11 

Wflrti,   Building*,   and   ttopairt:    Coat, 

inclndins  Staff  lor  Gngiiteer  fe  t1<  e>  - 

ErtaUUimanto  (or  Military  KdncatluD  ■ 

tni  14  11 

88,771  18    8 

4,687  10    8 

81,880  11    8 
8,647  U    • 

It 

Ml«»llan««ia  MTeeUw  Serrleaa 

7,617  IX    » 

^ 

u 

14 
U 

M 

War  Office:  Salnriai  and  Hbcellancoaa 

Cbargaa  •                               -     ^  ■ 
IToD-effeetiTe  Cbarfea  for  Offioera  4c. 
Kon^effecttra  Cbam*  lor  Men,  4e.  • 

M,458    7    8 
»,07tU    > 

84,7»    1    8 
4,814  U    t 

1,867    7    S 
68  18    » 

10,1MU    7 
16,8a  M    t 

Ralancaa  irtecoToabl*        .      .       •       • 

n.4n  «io 

— 

^ 

^ 

256,167    t    t 

886,674    6    6 

8,476    7  10 

888.648  16    ( 

Net  SorpliK, 

8108,207     2     8 

Net  Snrplni,  i«76.1IW    «    ♦  ^ 

BuroUis  surrendered  to  the  1 

Sxchcqner 

...     £484,3 

76  10s.  7d. 
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Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

Fiist  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Second  Resolution  : 

(Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  this  House'doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

The  House  divided  :    Ayes,  156 ;    Noes,  11.    (Division  L=st,  No.  298.)      . .     870 

Public  Works  Loans  BUI. — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)] 877 

Vr.  Stavdey  Hill  (Staffordshire,  Kingswinfori) 877 

Sir  F.  Banbury  (City  of  London)  877 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  To  leave  out  the  wora  '  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  '  upon  this  day  three  months.' " — (Mr.  Stavdey  HUl.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question.' 

Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)        878 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouth 

shire,  N.)  .878 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 
SolieitOrs  Bill.— Considered  in  Committee. 
_j  ';  '     (In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Modon  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed        . .     879 

Local  GoTernment  (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amendment  BilL— Read  a  second 

lime,  and  committed  to-morrow.  880 

1 

PUBUC  WOBKS  LOAN^  [REPAYMENT.] 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Commit'tee.) 
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Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  extension  of  time  for  the 
repayment  of  a  loan  made  by  the  public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  to 
the  South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage  Commissioners,  in  pursuance 
of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session,  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of 
certain  Local  Loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund,  and  for  other  purposes 
relating  to  Local  Loans. — {Mr.  McKenna.) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  this  day       880 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  13th  July. 

^"i  Adjourned  at  half  after  Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :    WEDNESDAY,  Ibt  AUGUST,  1906. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham  took  the  Oath      .,        881 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Stdidton  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway  Order  Confirma- 

tion  Bill  [H.L.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to       881 

Water  Orders  Ctonlimuition  Bill  [h.l.]- — Commons  Amendments  considered 
(according  to  Order),  and  agreed  to       881 

Newbni^h  and  North  Fife  Bailway  (Exteniion  of  Time)  Order  Con- 
flrmatioil    Bill ;    Paisley   Roads  Order  Confirmation   Bill ;    Inverclyde 
Order    Confirmation   Bill ;    Perth   Corporation   Gas   Order  Confirmation 
Bill.— Bead  3»  (according  to  Order),  and  passed         881 

PETITIONS. 


Bdocation  Bill. — Petitions  against. — Of  parents,  guardians,  and  teachers  of 
children  attending  schools  at  Copp  ;  Oswaldtwistle  ;  ELnuzden  ;  Milnrow  ; 
Famworth ;  Clifton ;  Newton  ;  Blackburn  (two) ;  Ramsbottom  ;  Castleton 
(two) ;  Accrington  (six) ;  Castleton  (two) ;  Weetleigh  (two) ;  Bolton 
(two)  ;  Newney  ;  Howe  Bridge  (two) ;  Deamley  (two) ;  Harpurhey  ; 
Melling  in  Lunsdale  ;  Blackburn  ;  Middleton  (two) ;  Lower  Broughton 
(four) ;  Ruswarp  ;  WestcOmbe  Park  ;  Ashow :  Femhurst ;  Shaw,  near 
Oldham  ;  Eartham ;  Darowen  ;  Penrhoslligwy  ;  Sapiston  ;  Christow ; 
Temple  Colston.  Of  inhabitants  of  Tardeligge  Parish,  Bromsgrove ;  Pirton 
Parish,  HeHfordshire ;  Crosby  Ravensworth ;  Bickeishaw. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table «        ..        ..    881 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Tkaxwats  Act,  1870. — Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their  proceedings  under 

the  Tramways  Act,  1870,  during  the  Session  of  1906 881 

LiOHT  Railways  Act,  18S8. — Ordeis  made  by  the  L'ght  Railway  Com- 
miasioneis  and  modified  ..nd  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising — 
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The  constiuction  of  IJight  RailwavB  in  the  parts  of  Lindsey,  in 
the  coi^l^  of  Lincoln,  fiom  Winteringham  to  Bartou-upon-Homber,  and 
from  Whitton  to  Aldborough  in  extension  of  the  North  Lindsey 
light  railways. 

The  Urban  District  Council  of  Barking  Town,  to  take  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  a  road  on  which  a  light  railway  authorised  by  the 
Barking  Light  Railways  (Extensions)  Order,  1903,  will  be  laid  in  the 
urban  district  of  Barking  Town,  in  the  county  of  Essex 882 

Laboub  Statistics.— Third  Abstract  of  Foreign  Labour  Statistics         . .         . .     882 

Tbeaty  Series,  No.  9  (1906J.— Convention  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
China  respecting  Tibet,  signed  at  Peking,  April  27th,  1906,  to  which  is  an- 
nexed the  Convention  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Tibet,  signed  at 
Lhasa,  September  7th,  1904.  Ratifications  exchanged  at  London,  July 
23rd,  1906  882 

Abhy. — Memorandum  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  army  re-organisation, 

dated  July  30th,  1906 ■     . .     882 

Hbtbobological  Committee. — First  report  of  the  Meteorological  Committee  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  for  the  year  ended 
3l8t  March,  1906 882 

BoABD  OF  Education.— Education  Bill,  1906  (Draft  Ballot  Regulations.) 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        . .         . .     882 

Abmt. — Further  Regulations  under  the  Regimental  Debts^Act,  1893     . .         . .     882 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904. — Closing  orders  made  by  the  Portadown  Urban  District 
Council. 

Order  made  by  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Bath,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  fixing  the  hours  of  closmg 
for  certain  shops  within  the  city. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    882 

Abmy.— Return  respecting :  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Address  of 

Tuesday  the  24th  of  July  last,  and  to  be  printed).    (No.  198).  ..        *..     883 

Chaibman  of  Committees. — The  Lord  Ribblesdale  appointed  to  take  the  Chair  in 
Committees  of  the  Whole  House  this  day,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chaitman  of 
Committees  ...         . .         . .         . .         . .         .....         . .         . .     883 

Business  of  the  House. — Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according 

to  Order),  and  suspended  for  this  day's  sitting 883 

The  Land  Purchase  Act. 

Lord  Massetj  ..         . .         . .         •  •         . .         . .         . .         . .     '863 

Lord  Dentnan  ..  ..         ..         ..  ..  .,884 
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Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill. — [Second  Seadino.] — Oidei  of  the 
day  for  the^cond  Reading  read. 

The  Lord  Pre$ident  of  the  CouncU  (The  Earl  of  Creue) 886 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»."— (TA«  Earl  of  Crewe.) 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry        ..                              910 

The  Lord  Arehbishojt  of  Canietbury         921 

Lord  Glantawe           943 

The  Marquest  of  HunUy 947 

LordFarrer 983 

Lord  Zottche  of  Haryngworth                                 958 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk..         ..        •■          966 

Lord  Burghclere         ..        ••          ..         ..         ••  970 

The  Sari  of  Malmesbury 982 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  8t.  Asaph                              ••          986 

The  Pretident  of  the  Board  of  AgrietUture  {Earl  Carrington)            . .  995 

^    The  Marquess  of  SaliAury 1000 

The  lard  Bishop  of  Ripon 1008 

LordOveriouH            1016 

Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

On  Question,  Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Crown  TiftTl^^  BilL — On  the  order  for  going  into  Committee  on  the  Crown  Lands 
Bill 

Lord  Castletown  1019 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  {The  Marquess  of  Ripon) 1002 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Antend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived :  Then  (Standing  Order 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3*  and  passed. 

Marriage  with  Foreignen  Bill.— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Earl  Beavehamp        1021 

Amendments  moved — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  may '  to  insert  the 
words  '  if  it  is  desired  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the  require- 
ment of  the  law  of  that  country  to  obtain  the  certificate  hereinafter 
mentioned.' " 

"  In  page  2,  line  11,  after  the  word  '  of  *  to  insert  the  words  '  any 
notice  of  an  intended  marriage  or.' " — {Earl  Beavehamp.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Standing  Conxmittee  negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended) :  Amendments  reported  :  Bill  read  ?>*,  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 
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Fatal  Accidents  aad  Sadden  Deaths  Inquiry  (Scotland)  Bill.— Order 
of  the  Day  for  Second  Reading  read. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow      . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  1021 

Statute  Law  Revision  (Scotland)  Bill.— House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

The  Lord  Chancdlor 1022 

Amendments  made. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended) :  Amendments  reported :  Bill  read  3*,  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill. — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

EartBeauehamp        1022 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2». 

The  EaH  of  Plymouth  1022 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill.— Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  several  of  the 
Amendments  agreed  to ;  one  other  agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment ;  one 
disagreed  to  on  an  Amendment  made  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  certain  others 
disagreed  to,  for  which  they  assign  a  reason ;  the  said  Amendments  and 
reason  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  considered  To-morrow  (No.  199)       . .         . .     1023 

House  adjourned  at  half -past  Twelve  o'clock  a.m.,  till  half -past 
Three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :   WEDNESDAY,  1st  AUGUST,  1906. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

Buckhaven,  Methil,  and  Innerleven  Burgh  Extension  Bill  [Lobds].- 
Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Buckhaven,  Methil,  and  Innerleven  Burgh 
Extension  Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Orders  84,  214,  215,  and  239  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  Consideration. — {The  Chairman  of  Wayt 
and  Means.) 

Bill,  as  amended,  accordingly  considered  : — 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments      . .   1023 
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London  Squares  and  Enelo«area  Bill  [Lobds]. — Ordered,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  London  Squares  and  Enclosures  Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Orders  84, 
214,  215,  and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  Ck>n- 
sideration. — {The  Chairman  of  i¥ayt  and  Means.) 

Bill,  as  amended,  accordingly  considered  : — 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended, .-.  id  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (King's  Consent  signified.)— (TAe  Chair- 
man of  Woffs  and  Meant.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments 1023 

Local  Ck>Temment  Provisional  Orders  (Gas)  BilL — Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to       1024 

Bnthjerglen  Bnrgh  Order  Otmfirmation  BilL— Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to     . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  1024 

Hessaok  fkoh  ths  Lokds. — They  have  agreed  to — Amendments  to :  Gas  and 
Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Qas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [Lords];  Oas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Electric  Light- 
ing Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords];  Electric  Lightiag  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  BiU  [Lords] ; 
County  of  Durham  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  [Lords] ;  Great  Northern 
(Ireland)  and  liidland  Railways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Nettlebed  and  District 
Commons  (Preservation)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Shropsliire,  Worcestershire,  and 
Staffordshire  Electric  Power  BiU  [Lords] ;  without  Amendment       . .         . .  1024 

The  London  Squares  and  Enclosnres  BilL— Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  {Mr.  John  Bum$,  Battertea)  1024 

PETITIONS. 

Bettinq  and  Gambuno. — Petitions  for  leg^lation ;  from  Barry ;  Chorley ;  and 

Middle  Claydon ;  to  lie  upon  die  Table  1024 

Edocation  (Eholahd  akd  Wales)  Bill. — Petition  from  Sale,  against ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  1025 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill  (Reuoiocs  Teachino). — Petitions 
against  alteration  of  Law  ;  from  Latimer  road,  London ;  and,  Llanf abon  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table        1025 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Local  Govebnhent  Inspectobs  (Ibbland). — Return  [presented  30th  July]  to 

be  printed.    [No.  297.]  1025 

Edccation  (England  and  Wales)  Bill. — Copy  presented,  of  Draft  Ballot 

Regulations  [by  Command] ;     to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         . .         . .  1025 

Shop  Houbs  Act,  1904. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Portadown,  and  confirmed  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
clorang  shops  on  certain  days  within  the  Urban  District  of  Portadown  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1025 
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Treaty  Series  (No.  S),  1906.). — Copy  presented,  of  Convention  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  China,  respecting  Tibet.  Signed  at  Peking,  27th  April, 
1906  (to  which  is  annexed  the  Convention  beween  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Tibet,  signed  at  Lhasa,  7th  September,  1904).  Batifications  exchanged  at 
London,  23rd  July,  1906  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       -        -  1025 

Meteorological  Committee. — Copy  presented  of  first  Report  of  the  Meteoro- 
logical Committee  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  for 
the  year  ending  31st  March,  1906  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .  1025 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904. — Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the  Council  of  the 
City  of  Bath,  and  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, fixing  the  hours  of  closing  for  Barbers'  and  Hairdressers'  Shops 
within  the  city  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1025 

Tramway  Orders  — Copy- presented  of  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their 
Proceedings  under  the  Tramways  Act,  1870,  during  the  session  of  1906  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1026 

LioHT  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Commissioners  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  parts  of  Lindsey,  in 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  from  Winteringham  to  Barton-upon-Humber  and 
from  Whitton  to  Aldborough,  in  extension  of  the  North  Lindsey  Light  Rail- 
ways (North  Lindsey  Light  Railways  (Extensions)  Order,  1906)  |^y  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1026 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Barking  Town  to  take  lands  for  the  purpose  ol 
widening  a  road  on  which  a  Light  Railway,  authorised  by  the  Barking  Light 
Railways  (Extensions)  Order,  1903,  will  be  laid  in  the  Urban  District  of 
Barking  Town,  in  the  county  of  Essex  (Barking  Light  Railways  (Lands) 
Order,  1906)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1026 

Board  of  Trade  (Laboor  DsPARTMEin')  (Foreiok  Labour  Statistics). — 
Copy  presented  of  Third  Abstract  of  Foreign  Labour  Statistics  by  the 
Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  1026 

Tramways  and  Lioht  Railways  (Street  and  Road). — Return  presented 
relative  thereto  [Ordered  5th  April ;  Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  298.] 1026 

Papers  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. — Inquiry  into 
Charities  (County  of  Wilts.)  Further  Return  relative  thereto  [ordered  9th 
August,  1901 ;  Mr.  Griffith- Boscatoen] ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  299.]  . .  1026 

* 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of  Berks).  Further  Return  relative 
'  thereto  [Ordered  28th  March,  1905  ;  Mr.  Oriffith-Boscaioen] ;  to  be  printed. 
•       [No.  300.] 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative  county  of  Devon).  Further 
Return  relative  thereto  [Ordered  26th  July,  1905 ;  Mr.  Oriffith-Boscawen} ; 
to  be  printed.    [No.  801.]  1025 
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Ihclosdhes  (County  or  Eknt). — Return  ordered,  "  showing  (1)  the  number  of 
Incloauies  of  common  land  made  under  the  Inolosure  Acts  from  1845  to  1899 
in  the  coonty  of  Kent ;  (2)  list  of  parishes  within  which  such  lands  are 
wholly  or  partly  ratuate ;  (3)  total  acreage  of  such  Inclosures ;  (4)  average 
acreage  of  such  Inclosures." — (Mr.  BotUands.)  1027 

Bast  Iitdli. — ^Address  for  "  Return  for  the  five  years  1888-1892,  showing  the 
number  of  Native  States  of  India  having  an  area  of  more  than  100  square 
miles  each,  which  were,  during  the  above  period,  under  the  administrative 
control  of  political  agents  on  account  of  the  infancy  or  incapacity  of  their 
chieb ;  and  what  has  been  the  increase  in  their  number  during  the  five  years 
covered  by  the  Return."— (Ifr.  Morton.)        1027 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH   THE  VOTES. 

GouxocK  Town  CouNca  and  the  Ratepatebs. — Question,  Mr.  Torrance 

(Olasgow,  Central) ;  Answer,  Ifr.  Sinclair        1027 

GuBTANCES  OF  BELFAST  PosT  OFFICE  CLERICAL  Staff. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan 

(Belfast,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 1028 

Refusal  of  Gun  Licences  fob  Mb.  Edmond  Power  of  Dunoabvan. — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  O'Shee  (Waterford,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bryce  1028 

Pabcbls  Post  Abbanoehemt  for  Adaib  and  Rathkeale. — Question,  Mr. 
O'Shaughnessy  (Limerick,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  . .        . .  1029 

Case  of  Timotht  Fitzoebald,  Rural  Postman  at  Athbn,  County  Ldiebick. — 

Question,  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  . .         . .  1029 

Inspector  of  Sheep  Dipping  fob  County  Donegal. — Question,  Mr.  T.  L. 

Corbett  (Down,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bryce 1030 

BoABD  OF  Education  and  Eden  Qbovx  School,  Holloway. — Question, 
Mr.  Boland  (Kerry,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Birrell 1030 
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Supply  [20th  Allotted  Day]  [31  st  July] — Report. 

ResoiutiQns  reported. 
Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1906-7. 


Class  II. 

'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £29,050,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  j 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1907,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  certain  Expenses 
connected  with  Emigration." 
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Class  I. 


'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £707,580,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  de- 
fray the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  on  the  Services 
included  in  Class  I.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.  : — 


£ 
;  5.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Buildings,  Great  Britain        -        34,800 
6.  Art  and  Science  Buildings,  Great  Britain      -        -       45,800 

10.  Surveys  of  the  United  Kingdom  -        -        -  124,578 

11.  Harbours  under  the  Board  of  Trade    -        -        -       14,606 

12.  Peterhead  Harbour 22,000 

13.  Bates  on  Government  Property  ,        .        .  340,656 

14.  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland  -        •        -       96,477 
10.  Railways,  Ireland        --»...       28,663 


£707,580 ' 


Class  II. 


'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,203,002,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
eiding  on  3lBt  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Services  included  in  Class  II.  of  tho  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.: — 


£ 

1.  House  of  Lords  Offices 10,210 

1'.  House  of  Commons  Ofi&ces 17,900 

?.  Treasury  and  Subordinate  Departments      -        -  59,911 

4.  Home  Uffice 124,085 

8.  Board  of  Trade 160,379 

9.  Mercantile  Marine  Services  ....  69,873 
10.  Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  -  5 
12.  Charity  Commission             16,079 

16.  Local  Government  Board 147,470 

17.  Lunacy  Commission,  England     -        -        .        .  10,736 

22.  Registrar-General's  Office,  England    -        •        -  25,412 

23.  Stationery  and  Printing 401,480 

24.  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  etc.,  Office-  12,756 

25.  Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office       -        -        -  45,278 

26.  Secret  Service 10,000 

-  J 


Scotland. 

27.  Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office     -        -        -        -  9,750 

28.  Fishery  Board 12,691 

29.  Lunacy  Commission 3,731 

30.  Registrar-General's   Office 3,241 

31.  Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland         -        -  10,470 
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32.  Household  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
35.  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  Office    - 

37.  Public  Record  Office,  Ireland 

38.  Public  Works  Office 

39.  Registrar  Gteneral's  Office    -        -        -        - 

40.  Valuation   and   Boundary   Survey   (including 
Supplementary  sum  of  £1,000) 


2672 
1,049 
3,484 
-  23,938 
7,132 
a 

12,276 

£1,208,002 ' 
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Class  III  .  ■ 

'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,077,936,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Services  included  in  Class  III.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services, via. : — 

£ 

1.  Law  Charges 31,954 

2.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenditure        -  -       21,914 

3.  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature      ....      179,066 

4.  Land  Registry 25,602 

5.  Country  Courts 2 

7.  Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies        -        -        -     394,255 

8.  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Great  Britain      113,977 

9.  Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum  -        -        -       27,121  ) 


Scotland. 


10.  Law  Charges  and  Courts  of  Law 

11.  Register  House,   Exlinburgh 

12.  Crofter's  Commission 

13.  Prisons        .... 


50,828 

27,745 

2,445 

52.600 


Ireland. 

14.  Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecutions       -        -  32,65  i 

15.  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  and    other    Legal 
Departments 59,586 

16.  Irish  Land  Commission 124,215 

17.  County  Court  Officers,  etc    -        -        -                 -  66,088 

18.  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police          ....  35,721 

19.  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 710,038 

20.  Prisons 62,556 

21.  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools    -        -        -  55,995 

22.  Dundrnm  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum    -        -        -  3,576 

£2,077,936 ' 
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Class  IV. 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,387,882,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Services,  included  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.: — 


1.  Board  of  Education  (including  a  Supplementary 

Sum  of  £200,000) 6,339,600 

2.  British  Museum 99,998 

3.  National  Gallery 7,038 

4.  National  Portrait  Gallery    -        ...        -         2,619 

5.  Wallace  Collection 3,821 

6.  Scientific  Investigation,  etc..  United  Kingdom    -       33,650 

7.  Universities  and  Colleges,  Great  Britain,  and  In- 
termediate Education,  Wales     -        -        -        -      140,400 

8.  PubUc  Education,  Scotland        ....  1,122,128 

9.  National  Gallery,  etc.,  Scotland  ....  768 


Ireland. 

10.  Public  Education 633,223 

11.  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners        -        -        -  510 

12.  National  Gallery 1,766 

13.  Queen's  Colleges 2,361 


£8,387,882  ' 


Class  V 

'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,196,905,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  on  the  Services 
included  in  Class  V.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

1.  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services      -        -        -  303,856 

2.  Colonial  Services         -        -        -        -        -        -  827,952 

3.  Telegraph  Sudsidies  and  Pacific  Cable  -        -        -  49,497 

4.  Cyprus  (Grant  in  Aid) 1,000 

5.  Treasury  Chest  Fund 14,600 


£1,196,905 ' 


Class  VL 

7.  "^That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £582,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
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on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Services  included  in  Class  VI.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

3.  Miscellaneous,  Charitable,  and  other  Allowances  -  383 

4.  Hospitab  and  Charities,  Ireland  •        -        -        -  199 

£582" 


Class  VII. 

8.  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £350,759,  he  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of 
the  Services  included  in  Class  VII  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Servicee^ 
vi«. : — 

£ 

1.  Temporary  Commissions 27,000 

2.  Miscellaneous  Expenses 10,743 

3.  Repayments  to  the  Local  Loans  Fund  ■        ■        •  58 

4.  Ireland  Development  Grant        ....       85,000 

5.  Repaymeats  to  Civil  Contingencies  Fund      -        -       22,958 

6.  Inter-Parliamentary  Conference  -        -         -         -  5,000 

7.  Expenses  under  the  Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905  200,000 


£350,759 ' 


ARmr  EsTiHATBs  1906-7. 

9.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,803,100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1SK)7,  for  Expenditure  on  the 
Army  Services,  including  Army  (Ordnance  Factories),   viz. : — 

£ 
5.  Volunteer  Corps,  Pay  and  Allowances  -        -        •  1,244,000 
13.  War  Office  and  Army  Accounts  Department  -        -     559,000 
Ordnance  Factories 100 


£1,803,100' 


Reeolntions  read  a  second  time  : — 

First  two  Resolutions  postponed. 

Third  Resolution : — 

Sir  ChaHes  Dilke  {Gloucestershire,  Forett  of  Dean)  1075 

Mr.  J.  Samsay  Macdonald  (Leicester)       1080 

Amfflidment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out '  £1,203,002,'  and  insert  *  £1,202,902.'  "—{Sir  Charles 
Dike). 
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Question  proposed,  "  That '  £1,203,002 '  stand  part  of  the  said  Resolution," 


Page 


Mr.  Tennant  {Berwickshire) 

Mr.  GiU  (BoU<m) 

Mr.  JoweU  {Bradford,  W.)    . . 

Mr.  Bylea  {Stdford,  N.) 

Mr.  aCfrady  {Leeds,  E.)      . . 

Mr.  Brace  (Glamorganshire,  S.) 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr. 

Mr.  T.  Richards  {Monmouthshire,  W.) 

Mr.  Fenwick  {Northumberland,  Wansbeck) 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


1085 

1090 

1093 

1095 

1098 

1099 

Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.)  1100 

1112 

IIU 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  StvaH  {Sunderland) 1114 

Mr.  Shacklaon  {Lanes.,  Clitheroe) ..  1115 

Dr.  Coofer  {Southwark,  Bermondsey)         . .  1117 

And,  it  being  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the  clock,  and  there  being  Private 
Business  set  down  by  direction  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
under  Standing  Order  No.  8,  further  Proceeding  was  postponed  with- 
out Question  put. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill  (by    Oroeb).— Lords   Amendments   con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to 1 118 

Supply  [318T  July]  Report. — Postponed  Proceeding   on   Consideration   of 
Third  Resolution  resumed. 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  Resolution."  i       ,    .    . 


Dr.  Cooper 

Mr.  Remnant  {Finsbury,  Holbom)  . . 
Mr.  Rees  {Montgomery  Boroughs)  . . 
Mr.  X.  F.  Richards  {Wolverhampton,  W.) 

Mr.  Gladstone  ..  

Mr.  X.  L.  CorbeU  {Dotm,  N.) 


1118 
1121 
1122 
1123 
1124 
1126 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Subsequent  Resolutions  agreed.  '   >     -  i 

Postponed  Resolutions  agreed  to.  ;   i  '    ^  •  ,- 

Supply  [5th  July]  Report.  •       j 

Resolution  reported.  '  '    "   ■ 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1906-7.— Class  II. 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £40,396,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for  the 
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Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs." 

Mr.  Gooch  (Bath) 1127 

Mr.  Lynch  {Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Rijxm)         1128 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {Sir  Edward  Orey,  Northumber- 
land, Bertpick)     1132 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  Ten  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speaker  proceeded  to  put  forthwith  the 
Questions,  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  II.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates,  and  the  Navy  Estimates. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  11.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates," 

Pat,  and  agreed  to. 

Navy  Estimates,  1006-7. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the  Navy  Estimates," 
put,  and  agreed  to 1136 

Wats  and  Means  [31st  July]  Report. 

Resolution  reported. 

"  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the 
Service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  l'.K)7,  the  sum  of 
£68,528,828  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidateil  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  McKenna,  and  Mr.  Whiteley  . .         . .   1137 

PuBUC  Works  Loans  [Repayment]. — Resolution  reported. 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  extension  of  time  for  the  repay- 
ment of  a  loan  made  by  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  to  the  South 
Sta^ordshire  Mines  Drainage  Commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  Session,  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of  certain  Local  Loans  out 
of  the  Local  Loans  Fund,  and  for  other  purposes  relating  to  Local  Loans." 

Resolution  agreed  to  ..         ..         ..         ..  ..         ..         ..   1137 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill. — Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported,  without 

Amendment;    Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed       ..  ..         ..   1137 
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Local  CFoTemment  (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill.  Considered  in 

Committ-ee,  and  reported,  without  Amendment ;   Bill  read  the  third  time 

and  passed  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  1137 

Consolidated  Fund  Appropriation  Bill. — ^"  To  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  to  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March.one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seven.and  to  appropriate  the  Supplies 
planted  in  this  Session  of  Parliament,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow  . .         1 137 

II 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered. 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Irdand  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.) 1 138 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  1,  line  23,  to  leave  out '  can '  and  insert '  will.'  " 

Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Lords  in  the  said 
amendment." 

Mr.  Clartcy  {Dublin  County,  N.)       . .         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..  1138 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  2,  line  7,  leave  out  clause  4." 

Mr.  Bryce '1139 

Sir  E.  Carson  (Dublin  University)   ..         ..         . .         ..         ..         . .  1139 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  Clause  4,  line  7,  leave  out '  14  '  in  order  to  insert  '  21.'  " — (Mr, 
Bryce.) 

Amendment  agreed  to.  • 

Subsequent  Lords  Amendments  down  to  the  Lords  Amendment  in  page 
6,  Une  41,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  line  41,  after  '  sub-section,'  insert  as  a  new  sub- 
section : — '  A  copy  of  the  receipt  shall,  on  the  request  of  any  person 
entitled  to  any  estate  or  interest  in  the  land  in  respect  of  which  the 
purchase  money  or  compensation  was  paid,  be  furnished  by  the  council 
to  that  person." 

Mr.  Bryce        II40 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Qaestion,  "  That  the  words  '  at  their  expense'  be  inserted  after  the  word 
'  council,'  "  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  7,  line  30,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (9)  of  Clause  11." 
Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  7,  line  41,  after  '  pounds,'  insert  unless  the  court  shall 
otherwise  order.' " 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  10,  line  35,  to  leave  out  '  or  by  the  son  of  any  such 
labourer.'  " 

Mr.Bryce        1140 

Mr.FlynH(Cork,N.)  1141 

Mr.  Sheehan  {Cork  County,  Mid.)  1141 

Mr.  Hayden  (Roscommon,  S.)         . .  . .  . .  . .  . .   1 141 

The  AUomey-Oeneral  for  Irdand  {Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Exchange)       . .  1 141 

Mr.  E.  Carson  1141 

Mr.  CUincy 1142 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bryce 1142 

Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  to  be  assigned  to  the  Lords  for 
disagreeing  to  certain  of  their  Amendments  to  the  Bill. 

Committee  nominated  of — Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  Mr.  .Tames 
Bryce,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Charles  Craig,  and  Mr.  Sheehan. 

To  withdraw  immediately. 

Three  to  be  the  quorum. — {Mr.  James  Bryce.) 

Colonial  Marriages  BilL  [Lobds]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  :— 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {Mr.  Churchill,  Manchester, 

N.W.) 1142 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  woids,  '  Nor  any  claim  by  the  down  for  any 
duty  due  at  the  passing  of  this  Act.'  " 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  woids  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


Sir  E.  Carson  (Duhlin  University) 
Mr.  Churchill 


.   1143 
..   1143 


Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause," 
put  and  negatived. 

New  proviso  inserted. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  339.] 

Street  Betting  Bill.  [Lords]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1 : — 


The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr 

Sir  E.  Carson 

Mr.  Gladstone 

Mr.  Paul  {Northampton) 

Sir  E.  Carson 

Mr.  Charles  Craig  {Antrim,  S.) 

Mr.  Bottondey  (Hackney,  S.) 


Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.)  1144 

..  1145 

..  1146 

..  1147 

..  1147 

..  1147 

..  1148 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  wagering.'  " — (Mr. 
Gladstone.) 


1148 


Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  word '  ten '  and  insert  the  word 
•  five.'  "—(Mr.  Bottomley.) 

Question,  "  That  the  word '  ten '  stand  part  of  the  Clause,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lupton  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)  ,.  1149 
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Amendment  propeeed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  to  leave  out  from  the  words  '  pounds '  to  the 
word '  fine '  in  line  22. — {Mr.  Lupton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  Charles  Craig 1149 

Mr.  J.  W.  WUson  ( Worcestershire,  N.)        1149 

Sir  E.  Carson  1149 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BoUomley  1150 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  Sub-section  2."— {Mr.  BoUomley.)  i 

Mr.  Lupton 1160 

Mr.  Shacklelon  (Lancashire,  Ctitheroe)         ..         ..         1115 

Mr.  MitcheU-Thomson  {Lanarkshire,  N.W.)  1151 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WaU  {Glasgow  College) 1152 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  5,  after  '  and,'  to  insert  '  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  police  station  to  which  such  person  is  taken  may  cause  such  person 
to   be   searched   and.'  " — {Mr.    WaU.) 

Mr.  Gladstone  1152 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.BottonUey  1153 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  7,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (3)." — {Mr.  Bol- 
tomley.) 

Mr.  Gladstone  1153 

Mr.  Lupton 1153 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.Bottomley  1164 

Amendment  proposed-^ 

"  In  page  2,  line  10,  leave  out  Sub-section  (4)." 
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Mr.  Gladstone  1164 

Mr.  Hicks  Beach        ..         ..         1154 

Amendment  negatived. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

[  Mr.  Claude  Hay         1154 

Amendment  proposed — 

It."  In  page  2,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  unenclosed.' " 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
if^of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  Gladstone  1155 

Sir  E.  Carson 1155 

\mendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Forster  {Kent,  Sevenoaks)  1155 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  1,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1156 

The  Attorney-General  for  Irdand  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liver jx)ol  Exchange)       . .   1 166 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : — 

Mr.  Mitchdl-ThotMon  (Lanarkshire,  N.W.)  1156 

AmeudnKU*    proposed — J 

"In  page  2,  line  16,  after  the  word  'shall,'  to  insert  tue  word' 
'  save  as  hereinbefore  provided.'  " — (Mr.  Mitchdl-Thomson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Mitchdl-Thomson  ..         ....         ..         1167 

Mr.Gladstone 1167 

Mr.  Chades  Craig 1157 

Sir  E.  Carson 1 158 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  clause  2,  lines  17  and.  18,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or 
adjacent  thereto.'  " —  Sir  E.  Carson^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  u>  be  left  oat  stand  part  o: 
the  clause." 
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Mr.  Gladstone 
Lord  Balcarres 


oxi 
Page 

1158 
.  11-8 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Report  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill.' 


Mr.  T.  M.  Healtf 

.  1159 

Mr.  Giadslone 

.   1160 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  {Tyrone,  8.) 

.   1160 

Mr.  Shacldeton          

.  1161 

Mr.  H.H.  Marks  (Kent,  Thanet) 

.  1161 

Mr.  (Jlough  {Yorks.,  W.  B.,  Skipton)          

,  1162 

Sir  E.  Carson 

.  1162 

Mr.  Charles  Craig 

.  1162 

Lord  Balcarres 

.  1162 

Mr.  Bottomley           

.   1163 

Mr.  Crosdey  (Cheshire,  AUrincham) 

.  1163 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Thos.  Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs)      .. 

.  1164 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  (Durham,  Barnard  Castle) 

.  1164 

Mr.  A.  E.  W.  Maion  (Windsor) 

.  1165 

.   1166 

Mr.  Gibbs  (Bristol,  W.)        

.   1166 

.  1166 

Mr.  Richardson  (Nottingham,  S.) 

.  1167 

Mr.T.M.Healy 

.  1167 

Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson  ( Northumberland,  Tyneside) , 

..  1168 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayee,  77  Noes,  69.      (Division  List  No.  299.) 

Clause  3. 

Mr.  Thos.  Shaw        


1169 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  20,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  and  "  passage  " 
includes  common  close  or  common  stair  or  passage  leading  thereto  ; 
and  in  the  event  of  an  offender  failing  to  make  payment  of  a  fine  imposed 
under  Section  1,  1  ,  o  or  6  of  this  Act,  he  shall  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction 
Acta.'  "—  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Ml.  Mitchdl- Thomson  

Question  put  and  agreed  to 

Clause  3  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 


1170 
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Census  of  Production  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Proposition  made  and  Question  proposed, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
second  time." 

Lord  Balcarres  (Lancashire,  Charley)        ..         ..         ..         ..         ..    1171 

Mr.  Stuart  (Sunderland) 1172 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)  1172 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Lloyd  George,  Carnarvon 

Boroughs)  ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..  1173 

Mr.  John  O'Connor  (Kildare,  N.) 1175 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Public  Works  Lo;vns  (Repayment). 

Resolution  reported : 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  extension  of  time  for  the 
repayment  of  a  loan  made  by  the  Pubhc  Works  Loan  Commissioners 
to  the  South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage  Commissioners  in  pursuance 
of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session,  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of  cer- 
tain Local  Loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund  and  for  other  purposes 
relating  to  Local  Loans."    . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  1176 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill. — Reasons  for  disagreeing    to  Lords  Amendments 
reported  and  agreed  to. 

To  be  communicated  to  the  Lords  ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..1176 

Message  from  the  Lokds. — That  they  have  agreed  to  :  Marriage  with  Foieigneis 
I    Bill;  Statute  Law  Revision  (Scotland)  Bill,  with  Amendments        ..         ..  1176 

Whereupon  Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  adjourued  the  House  without  Question 
put,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  13th  July  last. 

.'Vdjoarned  at  a  quarter  aftar  Two  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :    THURSDAY,  2nd  AUGUST,  1906. 

Earldom  op  Norfolk. — The  evidence  taken  and  the  speeches  deUvereJ  by 

,  ,    counsel  before  the  Committee  for  Privileges  to  be  printed.    (No.  200)         ..  1177 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : 
Metropolitan  Electric  Supply. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1177 
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Bnckhayen,  Methil,  and  Inoerleren  Bnrgb  Extension  Bill  [h.l.]; 
London  Squares  and  Enclosures  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the 
Commons  a^eed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  considered, 
and  agreed  to 1177 

Open  Spaces  Bill ;  Sutton  District  Water  Bill.— Retomed  from  the  Commons 
with  the  Amendment  made  to  each  Bill  agreed  to        1177 

Oround  Oame  Bill ;  Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (Gas)  Bill ;  Ruther- 
glen  Burgh  Order  G<mfirmation  Bill ;  Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ; 
Pontefract  Corporation  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amend- 
ments agreed  to     1177 

Hetropdlitan  Bleetrie  SupplT  Bill.— Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  No.  93 
be  suspended ;  and  that  the  time  for  depositing  petitions  praying  to  b« 
heard  against  the  Metropolitan  Electric  Supply  Bill  be  extended  to  the 
first  day  on  which  the  House  shall  sit  after  the  Recess . .         1177 

Hackney  Electricity  VSH',  Hampstead  Garden  Suburb  Bill;  London 
County  Council  (Money)  Bill ;  North  West  London  Railway  Bill ;  St. 
Pancras  Electricity  Bill ;  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Bill ;  South  Wales 
Electrical  Power  Distribution  Company  Bill ;  Watford  and  Edgware 
Railway  Bill ;  Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Com- 
mons, with  the  Amendments  agreed  to 1177 

PETITIONS. 

Bducatioh  (ENGi.Ain>  and  Walks)  BaL. — ^Petiticms  against ;  of  Inhabitants 
of  Carshalton  ;  Whepstead ;  Llandegfau ;  Mendham ;  Run  well ;  Ey- 
thome ;  Hemswell ;  Harpswell ;  Stoke  Newington  (Parish  of  St.  Faith's) ; 
Northwood  ;  Crambe ;  Eyerley ;  Sowton  ;  Brighton  ;  Elton  ;  Stamber- 
mlQ ;  Staunton-on-Wye ;  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  Diocese  of  Ely ; 
Bolton  (Parish  of  St.  George  the  Martyr) ;  Granby  ;  Worminghall ;  Kilk- 
hampton ;  Basildon ;  Little  Malvern  ;  Bylchau  ;  Llangranog  ;  Laindon  ; 
Hinton  ;  Blewett ;  Brighton  ;  Hawthorn ;  Monewden  ;  HeUndon  ; 
Faulerspury ;  Parish  of  St.  Peter's,  Hindley ;  Parish  of  All  Saints,  Wigan  ; 
and  Colwyn  Bay ;  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        1178 

EoiroATioir. — ^Petitions  in  favour  of  maintenance  of  existing  religions  teaching 
in  Church  of  England  schools ;  of  parents  and  guardians  of  cUldren  attend- 
ing school  at  St.  John's  National  School;  and  Brindle;  Read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1178 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Lakd  Rioistbt  (Land  Tbansfbr  Aotb,  1876  and  1897).— Report  of  the 
Re^strar  of  the  Land  Re^pstry  for  the  years  1902,  1903,  1904,  and  1905, 
as  to  the  work  of  constmoting  a  general  register  of  title  for  the  county  of 
London        1178 

Mabbiaobs,  Bibths,  and  Dxaths  (Ibxland). — Annual  Report  of  the  Regis- 
trar-General for  Ireland,  for  the  year  1906       1178 

Sncnovs  (Ibkland). — Return  of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for  the  quarter  ended 

30th  June,  1906     . .         . .         . .         . .         •  •         . .         •  •         • .         • .  1178 
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Lunacy  (IsELAin)). — Supplement  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics  in  Iieland,  being  a  special  leport  on  the  alleged 
increase  of  lunacy  in  Ireland        . .         . .         . .  1178 

Queen's  CoLtEOS,  Belfast. — Annual  Report  of  the  President  for  the  year 

1905-6         ..         ...        ..         ..  1178 

War  Stores  in  South  Ajrica  (Eoyal  Commission). — Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  War  Stores  in  South  Africa,  together  with  appendioea  and 
minutes  of  evidence  (four  volumes). 

Presented  (by  Conunand),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         . .         . .  1179 

Army  (Pensions). — Return  for  the  year  ended  Slst-Marcii,  1906,  of  peosioas 
specially  granted  under  Articles  730,  1173a,  and  1207  of  the  Pay  War- 
rant           ..         ..         1179 

Railway  Servants  (Hours  of  Labour). — Be^rt  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
respecting  their  proceedings  under  the  Rwway  Regulation  Act,  1893, 
during  the  year  ended  27th  July,  1906  1179 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie. on  the 
Table        1179 

Criminal  Appeal  Bills.— Return  respecting ;  laid  beore  the  House  (pursuant 

to  Address  of  the  3rd  of  May  last),  and  to  be  printed.    (No,  201)  ..         .,   1179 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ;  to  be 
printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2»  To-morrow.  (The  Lord  Privy  Seal  \M. 
Ripon].)    (No.202)        '        ..         1179 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill.— Brought  from 
the  Commons  ;    read  1»  ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2»  To-morrow. 
(The  Lord  Ribblesdale.)    (No.  203) II79 

Business  of  the  House.— Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according 

to  Order),  and  suspended  for  this  day's  sitting        11 79 

Local  Authorities  (Transfer  of  Treasuy  Powers)  Bill.— Read  2* 
(according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
To-morrow  . .  . .  . .  . .  , ,  . .  1 1 70 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotone         1179 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  {TJie  Marquess  of  Ripon) \[  HQq 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill  [Second  Rbadino].— Order  of  the 
Day  read  for  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Motion  for  the  Second  Reading. 


The  Duke  of  Devonshire     . . 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Southwark 
Lord  Stcmley  of  Alderley    . . 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  London 
Viscount  Halifax 
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The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  {Lord  Tweedwuth)     .,         ,.         .",'  1232 
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Lord  Beay 
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-.  1300 

Tnrther  debate  adjourned  till  To-monow.  , 

IzUKiCAir  OF  CoMMiTTSES. — The  Lord  Ribblksdalb  appointed  to  take  the  Chair 
in  Committees  of  the  Whole  House  this  day,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman 


sf  Committees 


1306 


Fatal  Accidents  and  Sudden  Deaths  Inquiry  (Scotland)  Bill.— House  in 
Committee}(aoooTdingto  Order);  Billreported  without  Amendment:  Standing 
Committee  negatived :  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been 
suapended):    Bill  read  3*,  and  passed ..    .306 

Musical  Oopy  rigbt  Bill. — House  in  Committee  according  to  Order. 

TiOid  BiBBLBSOALB  in  the  Chair. 


liori  Beauehom'p 


1305 


Aiaendments  made :  Standing  C!ommittee  negatived :  Then  (Standing 
Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended) :  Amendments  reported : 
BiU  read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

Labourers.  (Ireland)  Bill. — Commons  Amendments,  to  Lords  Amendments, 
and  Commons  reason  for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the  Lords  Amendments 
considered  (according  to  Order). 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme  1307 

Lord  CUmbrock         1310 

Tha  Bail  of  Mayo 1311 

The  Bad  of  Crewe 1312 

The  Barl  of  Dunraven         1314 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1315 

Moved,  That  the  omissbn  of  Clause  4  with  which  the  Commons  have  dis- 
agreed be  not  insisted  on  and  that  Amendments  made  by  the  Commons 
.to  the  said  Clause  be  agreed  to. — {The  Marqueu  of  Lantdowne.) 

Oi>  Question,  Motion  agreed  to^ 

Moved,  That  Amendment  on  page  7  to  Clause  11,  in  line  30,  to  which  Com- 
jaons  have  disagreed,be  not  insisted  on. — {The  Marquesa  of  Lansdowne). 
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On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to.  '  ■ 

Moved,  That  Amendment  to  Clause  11,  page  7,  in  line  41,  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed,  be  not  insisted  on,  but  that  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following  Amendment  be  agreed  to  :  "  Provided  where  the  Court  is 
satisfied  in  any  particular  case,  that  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  showing 
title,  the  cost  properly  and  necessarily  incurred  in  respect  of  such  pay- 
ment  amounted  to  larger  sum.  the  limit  of  £10  may  be  exceeded." — 
(Lord  Lansdovme.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  That  the  following  resolutions  be  placed  upon  the  Journals  of  this  ' 
House  : — "  That  this  House,  although  not  insisting  in  its  Amendments 
in  page  7,  to  which  the  Commons  have  disagreed,  maintains  i»s  right  to  ' 
legislate  with  regard  to  the  principles  of  valuation  upon  which  property  j 
may  be  taken  for  public  purposes." — {Lord  Lansdovme.) 

On  Question  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals. 

Bill  returned  to  the  Commons,  with  the  Amendment. 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill. — Beturned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amend- 

ments  agreed  to 1817 

HoosB  OF  Lords  Offices. — Third  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  made, 

to  be  printed,  and  to  be  considered  To-morrow.    [No.  204J 1317 

Business  of  the  House. — Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow in  order  to  its  being  suspended  for  that  day's  sitting 1317 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  One  o'clock  a.m„  till 
Twelve  o'clock  noon. 


HOUSE jOF  COMMONS :  THUESDAY.  2nd  AUGUST,  1906.  ' 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Message  fboh  the  Lobds. — That  they  have  agreed  to : — Crown  Lands  Bill, 
Newburgh  and  North  Fife  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Order  Confirm- 
ation B£U,  Paisley  Roads  Order  Confirmation  Bill,  Inverolyde  Bequest  Order 
Confirmation  BiU,  Perth  Corporation  Oas  Order  Confirmation  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

Amendments  to — Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords],  Wallasey 
Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment    . .         . .  1317 

PETITIONS. 

I 
Education  (England  and   Wales)  Bill  (Religious  Teaching). — ^Petition 

from  Halifax,  against  filteratioi\  of  I^aw ;  tq  lie  upon  the  Table       . .         . .  1318^ 
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BsucATiOK  (EttoLAifD  Ain>  Walxs)  Bill.— Petitdoiu  from  Higham  Ferreis,  for 

alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       - 1318 

Poisoirs  AND  Phabhact  Bill  [Lobds].— Petitions  from  Rotherhithe,  for  alter- 
ation ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1318 

Sauc  of  Imtoxicatino  Liquobs  on  Sunday  Bill. — ^Petitions  from  Derbj,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1318 

RETURNS.  REPORTS.  ETC. 

Habbiaqxs,  Bibths,  AMD  DEATHS  (Ibbland). — Copj  presented,  of  Fortj' 
second  detailed  Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar-General  of  Marriages, 
Births,  and  Deaths  in  Ireland,  1905  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    1318 

Qubbn's  Colleob  (Bslfabt). — Copj  presented,  of  Annual  Report  of  the  Presi* 
dent  for  1905-6  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1318 

EvicnoNS  (Ibbland). — Copj  presented,  of  Return  of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for 

the  quarter  ended  30th  June,  1906  [bj  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     1318 

LoHACT  (Ibbland). — Copy  presented,  of  Supplement  to  the  Fifty-Fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  in  Ireland,  being  a  Special  Report 
on  die  alleged  increase  of  Lunacy  in  Ireland  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table 1318 

Wab  Stobbs  in  South  Afbica  (Royal  Comiossion). — Copy  presented,  of 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  War  Stores  in  South  Africa,  together 
witii  Appendices  and  Minutes  of  Evidence  (four  volumes)  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  tiie  Table 1318 

pABLUmNTABT  ELECTIONS  (EXPENSES). — ^Retum  presented  relative  thereto 
[Address  March  13th ;  Mr,  Lamont] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  302]         1819 

Local  Authorttibs  (Lights  upon  Vxhicles). — Return  presented  relative 
thereto  (Address  March  2l8t ;  Mr.  Mamham] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.    [No.  303]         1319 

Deaths  vbou  Stabvation  ob  accelerated  bt  Privation  (London). — ^Re- 
turn presented  relative  thereto  [Address  March  27th  ;  Mr.  TalboC] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  304]        1319 

Education  (United  Kinodou). — Return  presented  relative  thereto  [Address 
April  4th ;  Mr.  Thomat  O'Donndil ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  305] 1319 

Ilutebatb  Votbbs  (Oenebal  Election,  1906). — Return  presented,  relative 
thereto  [Address  May  9th ;  Mr.  Crook»\ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
priated.    [No.306]         —        1319 

Pkobation  of  First  Offendebs. — ^Return  presented  relative  thereto  [Address 
May  14th ;  Sir  Howard  V%nceni\ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.;.30r| ,     ..  1319 
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MAaiSTBATES  (ENGLAND  AND  Walbs).— Betum  presented  relative  thereto 
(Address  May  14tli ;  Mr.  Bennett] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed, 
[No.  308] ..    ■ 1319 

MtDWiVES. — Return  presented  relative  thereto  [Address  July  25th ;  Mr.  tielme} ; 

to  lie  upon  thp  Table,  atd  to  be  printed.    rNo.3091 ..  1319 

Naval  Ezpenditttbe  (Fkinoipal  Naval  Powers). — Return  presented  relative 
thereto  [ordered  July  18th  ;  Mr.  Thomasson,] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
beprinted.    [No.310] 1319 

Local  Taxation  BEirrBNs  (England). — Copy  presented  of  the  Annual  Local 
Taxation  Returns  for  1904-5  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.311]  1320 

Railway  Seevants  (Hours  of  Labour). — C!opy  presented  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  their  Proceedings  under  The  Railway  Regulation  Act, 
1893,  during  the  year  ended  July  27th,  1906  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
andtobeOTinted,    [No.3121     ..         ..  .. 1820 

Walney  Light  Duties. — Return  presented  relative  thereto  [ordered  May  9th; 

Major  Seely] ;  to  lis  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  313]  ..         ..  1820 

Army  (Speoul  Pensions). — Return  presented  for  the  year  ended  March  3l8t, 
1906,  of  Pensions  specially  granted  under  Articles  730,  1173a,  and  1207  of 
the  Pay  Warrant  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1820 

Army  (Regimental  Debts.) — Copy  presented  of  Further  Regulations  under 

The  Regimental  Debts  Act,  1893  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     . .         . .  1820 

Volunteer  Brigades. — Return  presented  relative  thereto  [Address  July  2nd; 

Sir  Howard  Virtcent] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  wd  to  be  printed.    [No.  314] . .  132f* 

Land  Registry. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Registrar  of  the  Land 
Registry  for  the  years  1902,  1903,  1904,  and  1905,  as  to  the  work  of  con-  ' 
.    structing  a  General  Register  of  Title  for  the  Coimty  of  London  [by  Command] 
toJieupont'heTa'ble  5,".,.       '  ..         ..         ..      " 1320 

Higher  Education  (England  and  Wales)  (Application  of  ifuNDS  by  Local 
Authorities). — Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  extent  to  which  and  the 
manner  in  which  Local  Authorities  in  England  and  Wales  have  applied  funds 
to  the  purposes  of  Education  other  than  Elementary  during  the  year  1905-C 
under  any  of  the  following  Acts ;  Education  Act,  1902  ;  Welsh  Intermediate 
Education  Act,  1889  ;  Public  Libraries  and  Museum  Acts ;  Local  or  Private 

Acta."— (Mr.  BirreU.)        .         ..»,       - ■..         ..   1320 

! 

Poor-Relief  (England  and  Wales.) — Return  ordered,  "  of  statement  of  the 
amount  expended  by  boards  of  guardians  for  Poor  Relief  during  the  half 
year  ended  Lady-day,  1906  ;  and  similar  Statement  for  thie  half  year  ended 
jMichaelmas,  1906  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  326,  of 
Session  1905)."— (iff.  iJMWciman.)         ..         ..,        ,.,         ..         ..         .,  1321 

Local  Taxation  Licences,  etc.,  1905-6.— Return  ordered,  "  of  the  amount 
received  during  the  year  ended  Slst  day  of  March,  1906,  in  respect  of  each 
administrative  county  and  covmty  borough  in  England  and  Wales  for  Local 
Taxation  Licen  ce  Duties,  and  penalties  and  forfeitures  recovered  in  respect  of 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


TABLE  OP  CONTENTS,  crix 

Auff.  2.1  Page 

sach  duties,  and  for  other  duties  and  payments  which  are  directed  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Local  Taxation  Licence  Duties  (in  continua- 
ticm  of  PaiHamentajy  Paper,  No.  280,  of  Session  1905)."— (Mr.  Runciman.)  1321 

Public  HEVsmrx  (Imtbbcbptioh). — Return  ordered,  "  of  the  amounts  of  all 
Public  Revenue  derived  from  taxes  levied  hj  Parliament,  and  from  any 
other  sources,  which  are  not  paid  into  His  Majesty's  Exchequer,  for  the 
years  1904-5, 19(^-6,  and  1906-7  (estimated),  with  the  totals  in  each  case  (in 
continuation  of  Parhamentary  Paper,  No.  223,  of  Session  1905)." — {Mr, 
Soviet.)      ..         1321 


QUB8TI0N8  AND  AN8WEBS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

f 

Post  Omcx  Sativcm  Bank.— Question,  Hr.  Fidd  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) ;  Ans- 
wer, Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  . .        1321 

Dttbuh  Citt  MiiL  Cabs.— Question,  Mr.  Field ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton    1323 

DuBLnr  Mail  C!oirrRACTOB. — Question,  Mr.  Field  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton    1322 

OvsBTiMX  m  THx  DuBUK  P06T  OFnoB.— Question,  Mr.  Delany  (Queen's 
County,  OflBory) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton         1322 

PtntanASXfl  or  tbx  Gonotgao  Districts  Boabd.— Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ross 

and  Cromarty) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sinclair  . .  1323 

Scorns  Local  GovxBmixHT  Boabd. — Question,  Mr.  Watt  (Glasgow  College) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Sinclair 1323 

Eohia  Baodad  RAn.wAY.—Question,  Captain  Faber  (Hampshire,  Andover) ; 

Answer,  Sir  Edward  Grey         1323 

British   CoNoassioir  at  Lic-Chwano. — Question,   Mr.   Lonsdale   (Armagh, 

Mid.) ;  Answer,  Sir  Edward  Grey         1324 

LnoH  CecKLBS. — Question,  Mr.  Whitehead  (Essex,  S.E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  John 

Bums  1324 

Stobs  Camp. — Question,  Sir  J.  Jardine  (Roxbnr^hire) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Haldane    1325 

Ekpirb  Dat  at  Malta. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hal- 
dane ..         ..         ..         ..         1326 

Abtillkry  ErocBTg'   Rbfobts. — Question,   Mr.  Amold-Forster   (Croydon) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Haldane 1326 

MnJTiA  UinFOBu  Coktbaots. — Question,  Mr.  Annan  Bryce  (Inverness  Burghs) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Haldane 1326 

Nbw  CoHSTiTonoN  FOB  THU  Traksvaal. — Question,  Sir  Henry  Kimber  (Wands- 
worth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Churchill 1327 

Natitb  Prisonebs  in  South  African  Mnncs. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke 
(Gloncestecdiire,  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Churchill    . .         .  •         . .  1327 
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CoBK   Reoistbab   or  Title. — Question,  Mr.  Fetherstonliaugli   (Fermanagh, 
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Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  th 
Question." 

Mr^  Ashley  (Lancashire,  Blackpool)         .  1437 

Mr.  Walter  Long  (DMin,  8.)        1437 

Sir  Thomas  Esmonie  (Wexford,  N.)        1443 

•  Mr.  Flynn  (Cork,  -N.)         1444 

Mr.  Oordon  (Londonderry,  8.)        1445 

Ml-.  Power  (Waterford,  E.)  . .         ..  .• 1446 

-  •  Mr.  John  O'Connor  (Kildare,  N-.)  ..    •■  ..         . .         1446 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  8.)        ..         ..  1448 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  (Leith  Burghs)        1464 

■  Mr.  Morton  (Sutherlandskire)  1466 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) 146tf 

Mr.  Georok  WmTBLET  rose  in  his  place,  and  churned  to  move,  *'  That  tha 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put,"  put,  and  agrcei  to. 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put  accord*  j 
ingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.     Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

GensiUi  of  Prodnctdpn  B^-^Or^er   for  Committee  read„  and  discharged. 

Bill  committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  etc l468 

FertUinn.   (Uicl   Feeding    Stnffa  Jfill!— Lords    Amendments  considered, 

and  agreed  to 1458 

DogI  Bill. — Consideration  of  Lords'  Amendments. 

Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hacton) ..  1459 

Mr,  Morton  (SrUherkMdshire)         ,.     .    ..  1469 

Sir  Eihoari  Strachey  (Sowksrsetskire,  S.) ..;       ..1469 

Mr.  Hicks  Beadi  iGloucestariiiire,  Tewkeabwii)    ..  . 1459 

The  Lords  Amendments  were  agreed  to- 
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Colonial  Marriages  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments 1459 

Poor  Belief  (England  and  Wales  Bil. — Betnm  piesemted,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  2nd  August ;  Mr.  Buneiman] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  315]         4159 

LooAi,  Taxation  Licences,  Etc.,  1905-6. — Betum  presented,  relative  thereto, 
[ordered  2nd  August ;  Mr.  iZuncijfnan] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  316.]         1460 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  thej  have  agreed  to — Musical  Copyright  Bill, 

with  Amendments 1460 

Labonrers  (Ireland)  Bill. — That  they  agree  to  the  Amendment  made  by  this 
House  to  one  of  the  Amendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Labourers 
(Ireland)  Bill,  and  do  not  insist  on  one  of  their  Amendments  to  which  this 
House  had  disagreed  and  agree  to  the  Amendment  made  by  this  House  in 
lieu  thereof,  and  do  not  insist  on  one  other  of  their  Amendments  to  which  this 
House  has  disagreed,  and  do  not  insist  on  another  of  their  Amendments  to 
w  hich  this  House  has  disagreed,  and  propose  an  Amendment  in  Ueu  thereof 
t  o  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tlus  House 1460 

Musical  Oopyright  BilL — ^Lord*  Amendments  to  be  considered  to-morrow, 

and  to  be  printed.    [Bill340.] 1460 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill. — ^Lords  Amendment  to  be  considered  to-morrow, 

and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  341.] 1460 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  Hoiise  without  Question  put, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  13th  July  last. 

Adjourned  at  twelve  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock 


HOUSE  OF  L0BD8 :    FBIDAY,  3ed  AUGUST,  1906. 

Colonial  Marriages  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to.  with 

an  Amendment 1461 

Statute  Law  Bevision  (Sootland)  Bill ;  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stufis  Bill ; 

Dogs  BilL — Betumed  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to  . .  1461 

PETITIONS. 

Education. — ^Petitions  in  favour  of  denominational  religious  teaching  in  schools. 
Of  inhabitants  of  Burford ;  Croston ;  Clayton-Ie- Woods ;  and  Whittle-le- 
Woods.  Of  parents  or  guardians  of  children  attending  schools  at  ChOrley 
(4) ;  Whittle-Ie-Woods ;  Hesken ;  Leyland ;  Coppul ;  and  Croston.  Of 
teachers  in  schools  at  Chorley ;  Wluttle-le- Woods ;  Leyland ;  Blackburn  (2) ; 
and  Croston. 

Bead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1461 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  exxix 

A»g  3.]  Page 

Education  (BueLAND  akd  Walks)  Bill. — (1)  Petdtiona  agaiiut ;  of  Residents 
in  Westminster ;  Parishioners  of  Wath-upon-Deame ;  Oerioal  and  Lay 
Members  of  Synod  of  Diocese  of  Salisbury ;  and  of  Residents  in  Wiltshire 
and  Hartlebory ;  (2)  Petition  for  amendment  of ;  of  congregation  of  St. 
Philip's,  Qriffin  (Blaokbnm). 

Bead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     ..        .. 1461 

RBTURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC.  '   '  . 

Natt  (Coubts  Martial). — ^Return  of  the  number  of  Courts  Martial  hetd  and 

summary  punishments  inflicted  during  the  year  1905 1461 

Nat7  (Hkalth).— Statistical  Report  of  the  Health  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1905  146 1 

Mkbchant  SmPFiNa  Act,  1894. — Return  of  all  British  ships  provisionally  de- 
tained from  1st  July,  1905,  to  30th  June,  1906,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  Section  459  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894 ;  also  of  all  Foreign  Ships 
ordered  to  be  provisionally  detained  durins  the  same  period  in  pursuance  of 
Section  462  ot  the  same  Act,  together  with  summaries  showing  respectively 
the  total  number  of  ships  detained  as  unsafe  from  1st  October,  1876,  to  30th 
June,  1906,  diatingiiishing  between  those  cases  in  which  ships  were  found 
safe  or  unsafe  (in  continaation  of  Parliamentary  Papers  [Cd.  2678.]) . .         ■■   1461 

BoiLEB  Explosions. — Report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the 
working  of  the  Boiler  Explosions  Acts,  1882,  and  1890,  with  appendices  (in 
oontinoation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  [Cd.  2676]) 1462 

Mkbchant  Smppma  (Loss  of  Lifk).  Returns  showing  the  lives  lost  by  wreck, 
drowning,  or  other  accident  in  British  seagoing  merchant  ships  registered  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  during  the  years  1891  to  1905  inclusive  (in  continua- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Paper  [CkL  2639])        1462 

DisKASSs  OF  Anihals  Aots. — Report  of  preoeedings  as  regards  Ireland,  for  the 

year  1906 1462 

Statistios. — Statistical  Abstract  for  the  principal  and  other  foreign  countries 
in  each  year  from  1894  to  1903-1904  (as  far  as  particulars  can  be  stated). 
Thirty-second  number 1462 

HiSTOBiOAL  Mancscbifts  (Rotal  CowassioN). — Calendar  of  the  manuscripts  of 
the  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  preserved  at  Hatfield  House,  Herts.  Part  XI. : 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1462 

FoBKiGN  JuBisDioiioH  AoT,  1870. — ^Two  Oiders  in  Council,  dated  28th  July, 
1906^  entitled— The  Brunei  Order  in  Council,  1906 ;  the  Nigeria  Coinage 
Order,    1906  1462 

Colonial  Pbobatbs  Aor,  1892  (Soothbbn  I^odksia).— Order  in  Council  dated 
28th  July,  1906,  applying  certain  provisions  of  the  Colonial  Probates  Act, 
1892,  to  Southern  Rhodesia 1462 

WniTKB  Assizbs  Acts,  1876  and  1877.— Seven  Orders  in  Council,  dated 
28th  July,  1906,  constituting  Winter  Assize  Counties  Nos.  1  to  7  for  the 
purposes  of  the  ensuing  Winter  Assizes        •         ..  1463 

YOL  CLXn.    [FouBTH  Sbbiis.]  { 
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Geebnwicb  HosprtAL  Act,  1865.— Order  in  Council,  dated  28th  July,  1906, 
approving  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  and  agent  for  the  Greenwich 
Estate,  and  a  revision  of  the  salary  of  the  officer  supervising  the  staff  of 
instructors  and  servants  at  the  Boyal  Hospital  School,  Greenwich  . .        . .  1463 

Local  Government  Act,  1888. — ^Fourteen  Orders  under  Section  57  of  the  Act, 
as  confirmed  by  the  Local  C^overnment  Board,  of  the  following  county 
councils : 

Carnarvon — For  uniting  the  parishes  of  Eglwysrhos  and  Llandudno  to 
form  the  new  pariah  of  Llandudno-cum-Eglwysrhos. 

Carnarvon — For  uniting  the  parishes  of  Llanrnychwyn  and  Tre  Gwydir 
to  form  the  new  parish  of  Llanrhychwyn. 

Hereford — For  transferring  an  area  from  the  parish  of  Ross  Rural  and 
from  the  Ross  Rural  district  to  the  pariah  of  Ross  Urban  and  to  the  Ross 
Urban  district. 

Hertford — ^For  forming  the  area  of  the  parish  of  Bushey  Rural  into  the 
urban  district  of  Bushey,  and  for  altering  the  names  of  the  parishes  of 
Bushey  Rural  and  Bushey  Urban  to  Bushey  and  Oxhey  respectively. 

Holland,  parts  of — For  altering  the  areas  of  certain  parishes  in  the 
Boston  Poor  Law  Union. 

Himtingdon  and  the  Isle  of  Ely — For  constituting  part  of  the  parish 
of  Stanground  the  parish  of  Stanground  South,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
the  parish  of  Stanground  North,  and  for  forming  the  area  of  the  parishes 
of  Fletton  Rural,  Stanground  South,  and  Woodstone  Rural  into  the 
urban  district  of  Old  Fletton. 

Kent — ^For  uniting  the  parishes  of  Gillingham  and  Grange  to  form  thr 
new  parish  of  Gillingham. 

Norfolk — For  transferring  to  the  parish  of  Overstrand  parts  of  the 
parishes  of  Northrepps  and  Sidestrand. 

Oxford — For  uniting  the  parishes  of  Greys  and  Henley-on-Thamea 
to  form  the  new  parish  of  Henley-upon-Thames. 

Salop — For  transferring  to  the  parish,  of  Eyton  on  the  Wild  Moors 
parts  of  the  parishes  of  Hadley  and  Einneraley. 

Southampton — For  transferring  ot  the  parish  of  Milford  parts  of 
the  parish  of  Hordle. 

Surrey — For  abolishing  the  rural  district  ofEgham  and  forming  the 
area  of  the  parish  of  Egham  into  the  urban  district  of  Egham. 

Sussex,  East — For  uniting  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Mayfield  and  Buxted 
to  form  the  new  parish  of  Hadow  Down. 

Yorkshire,  West  Riding  of — For  transferring  to  the  township  of  Nor- 
manton  and  to  the  urban  district  of  Normanton  part  of  the  township  of 
Syndale,  in  the  urban  d  istrict  of  Featherstone        1463 
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MoTOB  Cab  Acts,  1896  ako  1903. — Regulations  as  to  the  lestriotion  of  the 
driving  of  motor  oars  on  certain  highways  or  parts  of  highways  within  the 
borongh  of  Kingston-upou-Thamea,  made  by  the  Local  Gk>Temment 
Board  under  Section  6  of  the  Act  of  1896,  and  Section  8  of  the  Act  of  1903. 

Begulation  as  to  the  restriction  of  the  driving  of  motor  cars  on  certain 
roads  and  parts  of  roads  within  the  city  of  Saint  Alban,  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  under  Section  9  (1)  of  the  Act  of  1903.  > 

Begulation  as  to  the  restriction  of  the  driving  of  motor  cars  on  the  high- 
way known  as  Middle  Street,  within  the  urban  district  of  Horsham,  made  by 
tile  Local  Government  Board  under  Section  6  of  the  Act  of  1896,  and  Section 
8  (^  the  Act  of  1903. 

Begulation  as  to  the  restriction  of  the  driving  of  motor  oars  on  the  high* 
way  known  as  Austey's  Cove  Road,  within  the  borough  of  Torquay,  made  by 
the  Looal  Government  Board,  under  Section  6  of  the  Act  of  1896,  and  Sec- 
tion 8  of  the  Act  of  1903. 

Begulation  as  to  the  registration  of  motor  cars  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  under  Section  6  of  the  Act  of  1896,  and  under  Section  7 
of  the  Act  of  1903  ;  Southport  (county  borough).  For  assigning  an  index 
mark  to  the  council  of  the  county  borough  of  Southport        1464 

HonsxHS  OT  WoBKnra  Classes  Act,  1890.  2 

Giij  of  Leeds. — Statement  of  modification  permitted  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  be  made  in  the  scheme  confirmed  by  the  Leeds 
(Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Order,  1901. 

County  of  London. — Statement  of  modification  permitted  by  the 
Local  (government  Board  to  be  made  in  the  London  (Aylesbury  Place, 
Clerkenwell,  and  Union  Buildings,  Holbom)  Improvement  Scheme,  1899. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  1465 

BiraiKKss  or  THE  House.— Standing  Order  No.  39  considered  (according  to  order), 

and  suspended  iat  this  day's  sitting 1465 

Local  AuTHOBrriBS  (TaANsrEK  of  Tbeasuby  Powebs)  Bill. — House  in  Com- 
mittee, according  to  Order  ;  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  39  having  been  sus- 
pended) ;  Bill  read  3*,  and  passed  1465 

Visoouirr  Haufaz  and  Mb.  Paul — A  Pebsonal  Explanatiob. 

VUeount  Halifax        1465 

BXUOtonS    IltSTBUCTION. 

The  Earl  of  Cam'perdown 1465 

The  Lord  President  of  the  CoutwU  {The  Earl  of  (Jrewe) 1467 

POBUO  WoBKS  (Loans)  Bill.— Bill  read  2»  (according  to  Order), 

Ifoved,  "That  the  Bill  be  committed."— (TA*  Earl  of  Crewe), 

*2 
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Lord  Ashbourne 
The  Earl  of  Crewe 


Page. 

:'.  U68 
. .  1468 


On  Question,  Committee  negatived.    Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended),  Bill  read  3%  and  passed. 

Marine  Insurance  Bill  [h.l.]. — Order  of  the  Day  read  for  the  consideration  of 

Commons  Amendments. 


Tie  Earl  of  HcOAury 

The  Lord  Chancdlor  (Lord  Lorebum) 


1469 
1469 


Order  of  the  Day  for  the  consideration  of  Commons  Amendments  discharged. 

Local  Ck)vemment  (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill.— Order  ot  the 

day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 


Lord  Ribbleadale        ■    .. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^."— (Lord  RibbUidale.) 


1470 


Lord  Ashbourne         . .         . .  1470 

The  Marquess  of  Sdisbury ..         ..  1470 

Lord  RibMesdale ..  1471 

Lord  Asliboume 1472 

Debate  (by  Order)  adjourned. 

Hou3E  OF  LoBDs  OFFICES. — OrdcT  of  the  Day  read  for  the  consideration  of  the 
third  Report  from  the  Select  Committee. 

Moved,  "  That  this  Report  be  now  received." — (The  Earl  of  Ondow.) 


Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  (The  Earl  of  Ottdow) 
The  First  Lord  of  the  AdmiraUy  (Lord  Tweedmoum) 

Viscount  Knutsford    . .         . .  

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
■    The  -Marquess  of  Larisdoume  . . 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 

Debate  (by  Order)  adjourned. 


1472 
1472 
1473 
1474 
1474 
1474 
1476 


Edncation  (England  and  Wal^)  Bill.— Debate  on  the  Motidn  for  the  Second 
Reading  resumed  (according  fo  Order). 


The  Earl  of  HaUbury           

.     1475 

The  Under-Secretary  of  StaU  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Lord  Fitzmaurice) 

..  1482 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Winchester        

..  1495 

Lord  Clifford  of  Chudeligh 

..  1509 

Lord  Hatherton 

..  1504 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Hereford            ..         

..  1505 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Birmingham      ..         

..  1522 

The  Lord  Chanrellor  (Lord  Lorebum)          

...  1534 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Oxford 

..  1540 

Lord  Stanmore          

..1542 
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The  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham 

The  Marqaeu  of  Lansdoum 

The  Lord  Privg  Seal  (The  Marqaeu  of  Ripon) 


uxxxiii 
Page 

..  1546 
..  1549 
..  1661 


On  QneBtion,  Bill  read  2*. 

Bin  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Wednesday,  October 
.    24th  next. 

Local  GonnuiMdit   (Ireland)  Aot  (1898)  Amendment  Bill— Debate  on 
the  Holion  for  the  Second  Reading  resumed  (according  to  Order). 

Lord  Ribbletdale        1572 

Lord  Ashbourne  1573 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2'. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  committed."— {Lori  RUbblesdale.) 

The  Marquess  of  Sdisbury 1573 

Lord  RibblesdaU        1574 

Tki  Mar^ltess  of  Ripon  ..  1574 

Lord  Ashbourne        1574 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  1575 

On  Question,  Committee  negatived  ;  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3*,  and  passed. 

House  of  Lords  Offices. — Debate  on  the  Motion, "  That  the  Third  Report  from 
the  Select  Conunittee  be  received,"  resumed  (according  to  Order). 

TheEarlofOndow 1575 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1575 

Lord  Tweedtnouth  1576 

The  EaH  of  Ontiow    ..         1677 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotene  1677 

On  Question,  Report  in  part  agreed  to,  and  to  be  further  considered  on 
Tuesday,  the  23rd  of  October. 

Oolooial  Marriage  Bill  [h.l.]. — Commons  Amendment  considered  (on  Motion) 
and  agreed  to         1578 

Sdncation  (Provision  of  Meals)  Bill ;  Cabs  and  Omnibuses  (Metropolis) ; 
Official    Publications,'  etc;    Messsage  to  the  Commons  for  copies  of  the 
Reports,  etc.,  of  the  Select  Committees  1578 

BusiNSSs  OF  THE  HousE. — Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn  till  To- 
■  morrow  at  Eleven  o'clock." — (The  Marquess  of  Ripon.) 


The  Earl  of  Camperdown 
The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne . 
The  Marquess  of  Ripon 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


1678 
1578 
1578 


HoTise  adjourned  at  ten  nunutes  past  Eight  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
Eleven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :    FRmAY,  3bd  AUGXJST,  1906. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

PETITIONS. 

Education  (Englakb  akd  Wales)  Bill. — Petition  from  Gilesgate,  against ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table  1579 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill  (Belioious  Tbachino). — ^Petitions 
against  alteration  of  Law  ;  From  Ipswich  ;  and  Nottingham ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  1579 

Land  Values  Taxation,  Etc.  (Scotland),  Bill. — ^Petition  of  the  General 

Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     . .  1579* 

South  Africa  (Constitution  of  the  Tbanstaal  and  Oranqe  Biver  Colonies). 
— Petition,  from  Cape  Colony,  for  enfranchisement  of  the  coloured  races ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table  ..         ..  1579 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC.  '  ^ 

Local  Government  Act,  1888. — Copy  presented,  of  Orders  made  by  the  various 
County  Councils  in  England  and  Wales  under  Section  57  ql  the  Act,  as  con- 
firmed by  the  Local  Government  Board  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      . .  1579 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. — Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of 
Modification  permitted  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  be  made  in  the 
Leeds  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Order,  1901,  and  in  the  London  (Ayles- 
bury Place,  Clerkenwell,  and  Union  Buildings,  Holbom)  Improvement 
Scheme,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  be  upon  the  Table 1579 

Motor  Car  Acts. — Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  made  under  the  Acts ;  I. 
Kingston-upon-Thames ;  11.  St.  Albans  ;  III.  Horsham ;  IV.  Torquay ; 
V.  Southport  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1579 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  Proceedings  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland,  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  for  the  year  1905  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  1679 

Historical  Manuscripts  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  presented,  of  Calender  of 
the  Manuscripts  of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  preserved  at  Hatfield  House, 
Herts.    Part  XI.  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        . .         . .         . .   1580 

Winter  Assizes  Acts,  1876  and  1877. — Copy  presented,  of  Seven  Orders  in 
Council  of  28th  July,  1906,  relating  to  the  ensuing  Winter  Assizes  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1580 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890, — Copies  presented,  of  two  Orders  in  Council 
of  July  28th,  1906,  entitled  the  Bnmei  Order  in  Council,  1903,  and  the 
Nigeria  Coinage  Order,  ^906  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        . .        . .  1580 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


TABLE   OF   CONTENTS.  oxxir 

Jiig.  3.1  Page 

GBssirwioa  Hoshtai,  Act,  1865;— Copy  pre«ent«d,  of  Order  in  Council  of  28th 
Jnlj,  1906,  approving  the  appointment  of  a  Receiver  and  Agent  for  the 
Greenwich  Estate  and  a  revision  of  the  salary  of  the  officer  supervising  the 
staff  of  Instructors  and  Servants  at  the  Boyal  Hospital  School,  Greenwich 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1580 

CoLONUL  Pbobatss  Aot,  1892.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of  28th 
July,  1906,  applying  certain  provisions  of  The  Colonial  Probates  Act,  1892, 
to  Southern  Bhodesia  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1580 

East  India  (Nativk  Statks  cndik  Aomikistbativs  Controi,  of  Politicai, 
Agents). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Address  Ist  August ;  Mr. 
Aforton] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  317.)        . .         . .   1580 

Kavt  (Coubts  Mabtiai.). — Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the  Number  of  Courts 
Martial  held  and  Summary  Punishments  inflicted  during  the  year  1905  [by 
Conunand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ..        ..  1580 

Navt  (Hbalth). — Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Report  of  the  Health  of  the 
Navy  for  the  year  1905  [by  Conunand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     (No.  318.)         1580 

Cascaltbs  to  Shifs  on  THa  Navt  List. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  let  May ;  Mr.  Bdla%r»\ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  319) 1581 

Statistical  Abstract  (Fobbiqn  Countbiss). — Copy  presented,  of  Statistical 
Abstract  for  the  principal  and  other  Foreign  Countries  in  each  year  from  1894 
to  1903-4  (Thirty-second  Number)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ..  1581 

BoiLEK  Explosions  Acts  1882  and  1890. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the  worlang  of  the  BoUer  Explosions 
Acts,  1882  and  1890,  with  Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1581 

Hbbchant  SHiPFiNa  Act,  1894  (Vbsskls  Dbtadtbd). — Copy  presented,  of 
Return  of  all  ships  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Trade  or  its  Officers  during  the 
period  from  July  Ist,  1905,  to  June  30th,  1906,  to  be  provisionally  detained  as 
nusafe  together  with  Summaries,  etc.  [by  Conunand]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1581 

Loss  OF  LiFK  AT  Ska.— Copy  presented,  of  Return  showing  the  lives  lost  by 
Wreck,  Drowning,  or  other  accidents  in  British  sea-going  Merchant  Ships 
registered  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  years  1894  to  1905,  inclusive 
[by  Conunand]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1581 

West  Indian  Islands  (Bxpoetkbs). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  Slst  July ;  Mr.  E$kx\  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  320.) 1581 

Coal  Tables,  1906.— Copy  ordered,  "  of  Statistical  Tables  relating  to  the  pro- 
duction, comsumption,  and  imports  and  exports  of  Coal  in  the  British  Em- 
pire and  the  principal  Foreign  Countries  in  each  year  from  1883  to  1905,  as 
far  as  the  particulars  can  be  stated  ;  together  with  Statements  showing  the 
production  of  lignite  and  Petroleum  in  the  principal  producing  countries 
for  a  series  of  years  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  295,  of 
Session  1905)."— (-Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  321) 1582 
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Iron  and  Stbxl,  1905. — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandom  and  Statistical  Tables 
showing  the  production  and  consnmption  of  Iron  Ore  and  Pig  Iron,  and  the 
production  of  Steel  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  principal  Foreign 
Countries  in  recent  years;  and  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  certain  classes 
of  Iron  and  Steel  Ifonufactures  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  296,  of  Session  1905)."— (3fr.  lloyd-Oeorge.) 

!  Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

■       (No.  322)    ..        1582 

Mkrchant  Shipping,  1905. — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Tables  showing  the  progress  of 
Merchant  Shipping  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  principal  Maritime 
Countries." — (Mr.  Uoyd-Qeorge.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  323) 1582 

UsTBOPOLiTAN  BoRouoH  COUNCILS  (BiLLS  IN  Pabuahent). — Retum  Ordered, 
"  of  expenses  incurred  by  each  Metropolitan  Borough  Council  in  each  finan- 
cial year  since  the'  constitution  of  the  Coundl,  in  promoting  or  opposing. 
Bills  in  Parliament,  including  Bills  to  confirm  Provisional  Orders,  in  the 
following  form : — ■ 


Name  of 

Metropoli. 

tan  Borough 

CounoiL 


1 


Year  etidod 
3l8t  March. 


Billa  promoted  by  the ' 
Council. 


Titles  of 
Bills. 


Amount  of 
expenses 
incurred. 


Bills  opposed  by  the 
Council. 


Titles  of 
BUls. 


Amount  of 
expenses 
inoorred. 


Totals  of 
Columns 
4  and  6. 


Expenses  incurred  in  opposing  Bills  promoted  by  the  London  County 
Council  being  distingubhed." — (Mr.  Gldand) 1583 

Local  Ootebnuent  Boabd  Inspectors  and  Auditors.— Retum  ordered,  "  of 
all  Inspectors  and  Auditors  now  in  the  service  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  showing  in  respect  of  each  (1)  his  name,  (2)  date  of  appointment,  (3) 
age  on  appointment,  (4)  experience  of  local  government  or  professional 
qualification  previous  to  appointment,  (5)  present  remuneration,  (6)  travel- 
ling and  other  expenses  in  the  last  financial  year."— (ilf r.  Coofer)    ..         . .  1584 

Lunatics. — Return  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of  Lunatics  chargeable  to  each 
Board  of  Guardians  or  Local  Authority  in  London  and  Middlesex  who  are 
not  irremovable  from  or  settled  therein,  and  who  are  natives  of  Scotland  or 
Ireland." — (Mr.  Claude  Hay) 1584 

Message  prom  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to — Fatal  Accidents  and 
Sudden  Deaths  Inquiry  (Scotland)  Bill ;  Local  Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Treasury  Powers)  Bill;  Public  Works  Loans  Bill;  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to— Colonial  Marriages  Bill  [Lords] ;  Buckhaven,  Methil, 
and  Innerleven  Burgh  Extension  Bill  [Lords]  ;  London  Squares  and 
Enclosures  Bill  [LordsJ,  without  Amendments. 
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That  they  request  that  this  House  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to 
their  Lotdshiptf  copies  of  the  Reports  from  the  Select  Committees  appointed 
by  this  House  in  the  present  session  of  Parliament  on  : — 1.  Education  (Pro- 
Yiaion  of  Meals)  Bill ;  2.  Cabs  and  Omnibuses  (Metropolis) ;  3.  Official 
Publications,  etc.,  together  "with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committees  and 
Minutes  of  Evidence. 

Lords  Message,  requesting  copies  of  Reports  of  Select  Committees, 
considered. 

Printed  copies  to  be  communicated  1584 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

PoBTAi,  Drlivkby  TO  TowMS  ON  Cambrian  RAILWAY. — Questiou,  Mr.  Rees 

(Montgomery  Boroughs) ;  Answra,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton        1683 

LuNDT  Island — Suoobstsd  Harbour  of  Rkfdok. — Question,  Mr.  Jenkins 

(Chatham) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  1584 

Vacant  Judobship'  in  Ibbland.— Question,  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh  (Fermanagh, 

N.)  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bryoe  . .        . ;        1584 

Chinbse  Customs  AbiONUTBATibN. — Question,  Mr.  Rees  ;  Answer,  Sir  Edward 

Grey  1584 

Lakd  ComnasioN  MsTHODfi.— Question,  Mr.  Dodd  (Tyrone,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Bryce  1585 

iMTBisoNifENT  OF  Mbn  AT  BuBNos  Atres.— Question,  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson 

(Middlesboroug^) ;  Answer,  Sir  Edward  Grey 1586 

Seat  of  Government  in  Uoanda.— Question,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  (Orkney 

and  Shetland) ;  Adswer,  Mr.  Churchill  . .         . .         1587 

Aobioultural  Experimbnts  at  Naibobi  and  Naivasha. — Question,  Sir  C. 

Hill  (Shrewsbury) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Churchill 1687 

Sbcondabt  and  Technical  Schools  in  Scotland. — Question,   Mr.  Weir 

(Roes  and  Cromarty) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sinclair 1587 

Tbawumo  in  Mobat  Firth. — Question,  Mr.  Weir ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sinclair       . .  1688 

HouuNG  Cattle  in  Crofters'  Dwellings  in  Lewis. — Question,  Mr.  Weir ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Sinclair        1588 

WoBSTHOBNE  COUNCIL  ScHOOL. — Question,  Mr.  Shackleton  (Lancashire,  Clitheroe 

Answer,  Mr.  Birrell  •         I5h8 

Cuhabd    Compant    Agbeement.  —  Question,    Mr.    Bellairs    (Lynn    Regis) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  MeKenna    ..-..'  . .  1589 

AllE'Sed  Payment  of  Wages  at  Pubuc  Houses  in  Cardiff. — Question,  Mr. 

J.  H.  Wilson  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone-    . .         1590 

EouoATibN  Bill— Clause  4.— Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of 
Dean)  ;  •Answer;  Mr. -Birrell  -     ..••..•• 1591 
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HousiNQ  PBOcxEDiNaa  nr  Bibhinohah. — Question,  Mr.  Steadman  (Finsboiy, 

Central) ;  Answer,  Mi.  John  Burns       1591 

PooB  Ratks — Propobtiom  due  fob  Education. — Question,  Mr.  Bees ;  Answer, 

Mr.  John  Burns    . .         1691 

Watfobd  Secondabt  School — ^Loans. — Question,  Mr.  Micldem    (Hertford- 
shire, Watford) ;  Answer,  Mr.  John  Bums        1592 

Gbbuan  Naval  Pboobauice. — Question,  Mr.  Bellairs;  Answer,  Mr.  Edmund 

Bobertson 1592 

Bbitish  Naval  Pboobahme. — Question,  Mr.  Bellairs ;  Answer,  Mr.  Edmund 

Robertson  1594 

Febtilisebs  and  Feeding  Stutts  Acts — ^REauLATioNS. — Question,  Mr.  Chan- 

ning  (Northamptonshire,  E.) ;  Answer,  Sir  E.  Strachey       1594 

Case  of  Ez-Inspkotob  M'Cabtht  (Metbopoutan  Poucb). — Question,  Mr. 

Nolan  (Louth,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone 1595 

Customs  House  Quay — Open  Space. — Question,  Lord  Baloarres  (Lancashire, 

Chorley) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Asquith 1595 

PoBTMAaEE^SuooESTED  Appointuent  OF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  PsACE. — Question^ 

Mr.  Boland  (Kerry,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bryce 1595 

BouRKE  CocHBAN  Tbust. — Question,  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh ;     Answer,  Mr. 

Bryce  . .         . .        . .        . .         . .        . .         . .        . .        . .        . .  1596 

Conduct  of  Councillobs  Madden  and  O'Beillt — Dublin  Cobpobation 

Inquibt. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bryce     . .        . .  1597 

County  Abhaqh — Employment  of  Dibeot  ob  Contbact  Laboub. — Question, 

Mr.  McEallop  (Armagh,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bryce         1597 

Doo  Licences  in  County  Down. — Question,  Mr.  McEillop ;    Answer,    Mr. 

Bryce  1598 

ENomBEB  Sbbvices — Checkino  Mbasubements. — Question,  Mr.  Fetherston- 
haugh ;  Answer,  Mr.  Haldane 1599 

Teomanby — Retubn  of  Dischaboes. — Question,  Mr.  Brodie  (Surrey,  Beigate) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Haldane 1599 

Betttbn  of  Mbasubements  of  Bbcbuits. — Question,  Mr.  Brodie  ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Haldane ^ 1599 

Ihpebial  Yeomanby— Betubn  as  to  Beobuits.— Question,  Mr.  Brodie ;   An- 
swer, Mr.  Haldane  1600 

Imperial  Teomanby — Betubn  op  Expbnditube. — Question,  Mr.  Brodie ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Haldane  1600 

Alleged  Attack  on  Connaught  Rangebs. — Question,  Mr.  Lonsdale  (Armagh, 

Mid.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Haldane •.        ..  1600 
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Lahcashire  Royal  Fbld  ABTaxiBT  Miutu — EmoixNOT  ra  Driu.  avd 
Shootino. — Question,  Major  Seelj  (Liverpool,  Abercromby) ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Haldane  1601 

EsTABUsmcsNT  OF  RiFLX  Rakqss. — Question,  lir.  Rees ;    Answer,  Mr.  Hal> 

dane  1601 

PuBUc  Hospitals  akd  Ratzs. — Question,  Mr.  Brodie ;  Answer,  Sir  H.  Camp- 

bell-Bannerman 1603 

DsscKipnoN  OF  "  Gbakitk  "  IN  Adhibaltt  CoimtACTS. — Question,  Sir  E. 

Boyle  (Taunton) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson 1602 

TsKATHBKT  OF  Ckew  OF  THB  "  Mblvillb  Island." — Question,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson 

Answer,  Mr.  Lloyd-George  1602 

SuTPLT  OF  Jam  undbb  Adicibaltt  Conteacts. — Question,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  1603 

New  Writ  for  the  County  of  Denbigh  (Eastern  Division),  in  the  room  of 
Samuel  Moss,  esquire  (Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Chester  and  North 
Wales).— (Iff.  If A«<rf^.) 1608 

QDB8TI0N8  IN  THB  H0D8B. 

Thk  Abiit  and  Political  Oathbbinos. — Questions,  Mr.  Morrell  (Oxfordshire, 
Henley) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Haldane,  Had- 
dingtonshire)           . .  160S 

LxoKHAXPToir  Hill — RsDuonoir  of  Sentxncks  on  Riotkbs. — Question,  Mr. 
Sears  (Cheltenham) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.)  1604 

LoNi>oN  CocNTT  CocNciL — ExpKNSiTURB  ON  BiLLs  IN  Fasliahbnt. — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Thornton  (Clapham) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (Mr.  John  Bums,  Battersea)         1604 

BoTAL  Botanic  Gabobns,  Ksw. — Question,  Mr.  Summerbell  (Sunderland) ; 

Answer,  Sir  Edward  Strachey  (Somersetshire,  S.)         1605 

Blaiboowbik   Wateb  Stobaob. — Question,   Mr.  Wilkie  (Dundee) ;    Answer, 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Sinclair,  For&rshire) 1605 

Dbdmxanet  (Westmbath)  Outraoe. — Question,  Viscount  Castlereagh  (Maid- 
stone) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.)  1606 

Thb  Connauoht  Banobbs. — Question,  Viscount  Castlereagh;    Answer,  Mr. 

Bryce  1606 

Sessbaohonbill  Co-opbbativb  Stobbs. — Question,  Mr.  McVeigh  (Donegal,  E.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Bryce  1607 

Trades  Disputes  BilL 

Considered  in  Committee. 

l^  (In  the  Committee 
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{Mr.  Emhott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  2  :— 

Mr.  Fisa  {Great  Yarmouth) 1607 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  after  the  word  '  persons,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  but  not  more  than  three  for  each  door,  gate,  or  exit  of  the  houses,  works, 
or  places  after  mentioned.*  " — (Mr.  Fdl.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

The  AUomey-General  (Sir  John  WalUm,  Leeds,  S.) 1608 

»*J»r  E.  Carson  (Dublin  Univeraity) 1608 

Sir  F.  Banbury  (City  of  London) 1610 

Question  put  and  negatived.  | 

Mr,  Botdes  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 1610 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  lines  13  and  14,  to  leave  out  the  words '  acting  on  their 
own  behalf  or,'  and  insert  the  words '  duly  appointed  by  and  acting.'  " 
— (Mr.  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  fart  of 
the  clause." 

Sir   John    Walton 1611 

Sir  Howard  Vincent  (Shiffidd,  Central) 1611 

Sir  F.   Banbury 1611 

Sir  Francis   Powell  (Wigan)        1612 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Smith  (Liverpool,  Walton)        . .         . .         1612 

Amendment  proposed: — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  after  the  word  '  umon,'  to  insen  the  words 
'  whether  of  workmen  or  masters.'  " — (Mr.  F.  E.  Smith.)  > 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

\  Sir  John  Walton         1613 

Mr.  Hills  (Durham)  1613 

Sir  E.Carson 161.1 

Lord  R.  Cecil  (Maryldyom,  E.) 1614 

Question  put,  and  nc;ratived. 

Mr.  Bowles 161^ 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  after  the  word  "  union,'  to  insert  the  words . 
'or  of  an  emlployer.'"— ^3fr.  Soviet.) 

Question  proposed,  "  l%at  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

SirJokn  WaUtM       1616 

Mr.  F.  E.  Smith 1616 

SirJdkn  Walton       1617 

Lord  R.  CeeU 1618 

SirE.CarsoH 1619 

Mr.  HiUa        1619 

Sir  John  Walton       1620 

Sir  John  Walton  rose  in   his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 

Question  be  now  put."  y 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  169 ;  Noes,  22.    (Division  List  No.  301.) 

Sir  John  Walton  claimed,  "  That  the  Question  '  That  the  words  of  the 
Clanse  to  the  word  "  peaceably,"  in  line  15,  stand  part  of  the  Clause ' 
be  now  pat."  j 

Question  put,    "That  the  Question  'That  the  words  of  the  Clause  to 
.    the  word  "  peaceably,"  in  line  15,  stand  part  of  the  Clause '  be  now 
put." 

The  Committee.divided:— Aye&  178;  Noes,  24.    (Division  List  No.  303.) 

Question,  put  acscordingly.  ... 

The  Committee.divided  :— Ayes,  181 ;  Noes,  22.    (Division  List  No.  304.) 

Sir  ChaHe$  Dilke  (Glouoftter$kire,  Fore$l  of  Dean)        

Amendment  proposed —  ^ 

"  Li  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  peaceably  and  in  a 
roBonable  manner.'  "—{Sir  C.  DOke.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 


Sir  John  Walton 

Mr.  Atherley-Jones  {fiwham,  N.W.) 

Mr.  ShaeOelon  {Lanoaehire,  Clitharoe) 

Sir  Francis  Poioell 

Sir  E.  Carton  

Mr.  Parhtt  (Birmingham,  Central)  . 

Sir  Ciarlet  Daice 

Mr.  Keir  Hordie  (Merthgr  TydvH)  . 
SkJohnWabon 


1631 
1632 
1633 
1633 
1634 
1634 
1635 
1636 
1636 
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Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable  manner  * 

stand  part  of  the  clause."  ; 

The  Ck>mmittee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  140 ;  Noes,  91.    (Division  List  No.  305.) 

(  Iff.  Sotefe* 1639 

Amendment  proposed —  ^ 

"  la  page  1,  line  16,  after  the  word '  near,'  to  insert  the  words '  any 
entrance  to.'  " — (Mr.   BotUes.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  John  Walton' 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury         

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  16,  after  the  word  '  person '  to  insert  the  words 
'  concern^  in  any  such  trade  dispute.'  "—{Sir  Frederick  Bar^>uri/.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  inserted." 


1640 


1641 


Sir  John  Walton        

.   1642 

Lord  R.  CecU 

.   1642 

Mr.  Vemey  (Bucks,  N.)        

.  1643 

Sir  E.  Carson             

.  1643 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury         

.   1643 

Sir  John  WaUon        

.   1644 

Mr,  Rauilinson  (Cambridge  University) 

.  1645 

Sir  John  Walton        

.   1646 

Sir  B.  Carson            

.   1646 

Question  put.  .> 

The  Committee  divided  :—Aye8^  23;  Noes,  224.    (Dvision  List  No.  306.)| 

8ir  JoHM  Walton  cbimed,  "  That  the  Question  '  That  the  words  of  the  > 

clause  to  the  end  of  page  1,  line  20,  stand  part  of  the  clause,'  be  now         ^ 
put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  '  That  the  words  of  the  clause  to  the  end 
of  page  1,  line  20,  stand  part  of  the  clause,'  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  223  ;  Noes,  26.    (Division  List  No.  307.) 

Qutftion  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  225  ;  Noes,  24.    (Division  List  No.  308.) 

Sir  Charles  DUke        1655 
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Amendment  proposed —  "  i     -  -    t-  ^       ..«.", 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  woid  '  working,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  and  snoh  attending  shall  not  be  held  to  be  a  noisanoe.'  " — {Sir  Ckarte$ 
DUhe.) 

I 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted."  '  ' 

iStr  John  Walton       1656 

Mr.  Sfuddetoti  {Lanooikire,  ClitMeroe) 1667 

Mr.  Atheriey-Jone$ 1668 

Mr.  J.  Ward  (Stoke-on-TretU)         1668 

Qneetion  pat. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes.  122  ;  Noes,  127.    (Division  List  No.  309.) 

Mr.  (Xavell  SaUer  (HatOs,  Banngttoke) 1663 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  word  '  working '  to  insert  the  words 

*  provided  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  make  it  lawful  to  proonie 
the  breach  of  any  contract.'  "—(Mr.  ClavtU  Salter). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  John  Walton 1664 

Sir  B.Carson  1664 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  29  ;   Noes,  231.    (Division  List  No.  310.) 

Sir  JoHH  Walton  claimed,  "That  the  Question  'That  Clause  2  stand 
part  of  the  Bill '  be  now  put." 

'i 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  '  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill '  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  231 ;  Noes,  31.    (Division  List  No.  311.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 

i 
The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  238 ;  Noes,  31.     (Division  List  No.  312.) 

Clause  3 : — 

Mr.  Bowles 1673 

Sir  John  Walton       1675 

Mr.  ClawU  Salter  - 1676 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  15,  after  the  word  '  dispute,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  between  empk>yen  and  workmen.'  " — {Mr.  CUwU  Salter.] 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.' 

["^   Sir  John  Walton       

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Paif4 


1677 


LordR.Ceca ..         ..1677 

Amendment  proposed — 

•"In  page  1,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words '  as  a  tort.'  " — {Lord  R. 
■Cecil.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•  •  Sir  Charles  DUke       . .    ' 1677 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  after  the  word  '  only '  to  insert  the  words 
*  that  it  induces  some  other  person  to  break  a  contract  of  employment, 
or '  "—{Sir  Charlet  DUke.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


'  Lord  R.  Cecil 

•  • 

..  1678 

■  Mr.  Cave  {Surrey,  Kingston) 

..  1679 

1    Mr.  Lyttdton  {St.  George's,  Hanover  Sqttare) 

..  1679 

Mr.  Rufus  Isaacs  {Reading) 

..  1679 

Sir  E.  Carson 

..   1682 

Mr.  ShackUton          .. 

..   1682 

Sir  John  Walton      . . 

..  1684 

■    Mr.  HUls        

..   1684 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury 

..   1684 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  After  the  word  '  induces  *  to  insert  the  words  '  otherwise  than 
•maliciously.'  " — {Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inseited  in  the  proposed 
Amendment." 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  {City  of  London) 

1686 

Sir  John  Walton 

1685 

Mr.  Atherley-Jones 

1686 

Lord  R.  Cecil           

1688 

Mr.  Markham  {Notts,  Mansfield) 

1689 

Sir  John  Walton       ..         ..         

1690 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  30 ;  Noes,  257.    ^Division  List,  No.  313.) 
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Question  put,  "  That  the  words '  that  it  induces  some  other  person  to  break 
a  contract  o!  employment  or '  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  256 ;  Noes,  30.    (Division  List,  No.  314.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

'  In  page  1,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  word '  interference '  to  the 
end  of  the  clause,  and  to  insert  the  words  '  in  restraint  of  trade.'  " — 
(Lord  R.  CeeU.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  -part  of 
the  clause." 

Lord  R.  Cecil  1697 

Sir  John  Walton 1697 

Mr.  Ratdinson  1698 

Lord  R.  CecU  1699 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury        1699 

Sir  E.  Carton  1702 

Mr.  Nidd  {Middlesex,  Ealing) 1703 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  259  ;    Noes,  29.    (Division  List,  No.  315.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  4  be  postponed  tmtil 
after  new  clauses." — (Sir  John  Walton.) 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Mr.  Pike  Pease  (Darlington) 
Mr.  F,  E.  Smith 

Mr.  HiUs       

Mr.  Boules 

Lord  R.  CeeU 


Asquith,  Fiteshire,  B.) 


.  1707 

.  1712 

.  1714 

.  171.) 

.  1720 

.  1723 
.jl724 


Question  put- 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  246 ;  Noes,  22.    (Division  List.  No.  316.) 

Olanse  5  agreed  to. 

New  Clause : 

SirJi^Walton  1729 

VOL  CLXIL    [Fourth  Skrhs.J  * 
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"  An  action  against  a  trade  union,  whether  of  workmen  or  masters, 
or  against  any  members  thereof  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  all  other 
members  of  the  trade  union  for  the  recovery  of  damages  in  respect  of  any 
tortious  act  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  trade 
union,  shall  not  be  entertained  by  any  Court,  provided  that  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  afiect  the  liability  of  the  trustees  of  such  unions  to  be 
sued  in  the  events  provided  for  by  the  Trades  Union  Act,  1871,  Section 
9." 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


Sir  E.  Carson  . . 

Mr.  Simon  ( EtsexjWalthamstow) 

Mr.  ClaveU  Salter 

Mr.  Paul  {Northamj^on) 

Sir  Oilbert  Parker  (Oravesend) 


1733 
1738 
1740 
1741 
1744 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  257  ;  Noes,  29.    (Divisioin  List  No.  317.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  new  clause — 

"  In  line  1,  after  the  word  '  union,'  to  insert  the  words  '  or  any 
branch  thereof.'  " — {Mr.  Clement  Edvmrds.)  • 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

StV  John  Walton 

Mr.  Clement  Edwards 

Lord  R.  Cecil 


1749 
1750 
1750 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke 
Mr.  Clement  Edwards 


..   1750 
..    1751 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  new  olause — 

-    "  In  hne  2,  after  the  word  *  all,'  to  insert  the  words  '  or  any.'  " —  ! 
(Mr.  Clement  Edwards). 


Sir  E.  Carson .. 

Lord  R.  Cecil 

Mr.  Clement  Edwards 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Sir  Charles  Dilke 


..  1751 
..  1751 
..    1752 


1752 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  propoeed  new  clause — 
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"  In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  from  the  word  '  union '  to  the] 
word  '  shaU '  in  Une  5."— (Sir  Charles  DUke.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  down  to  '  tor- 
tious,' in  line  4,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Sir  John  Walton         

Mr.  J.  Ward 

Mr.  Cove         

Mr.  Atherley  Jones 

Mr.  Clement  Edwards 
Mr.  Lyttdton  .. 

Mr.  Rufus  Isaacs       

Mr.  Shackleton  

Sir  Charles  DUke        

Mr.  Asquiih 

Mr.  A.  J .  Balfour       

Mr.  Brace       

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  R.  CeeH 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,     "  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
Progress ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." 


1753 
1753 
1754 
1755 
1756 
1758 
1759 
1761 
1763 
1763 
1763 
1766 


1765 


The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Sir  H.  Campbeil- 

Bannerman,  Stirling  Burghs) 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 
Mr.  Asquith 
Sir  E.  Carson 

Mr.  Paul  (Northampton)     .. 
Mr.  Forster  (Kent,  Sevenoaks) 

Question  put. 

The  Ck)mmittee  divided : — Ayes,  31 ;  Noes,  243.     (Division  List  No.  318). 
Mr.  Clement  Edwards         

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  new  clause — 

"  In  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  court '  to  end  of  clause." — 
(Mr.  Clement  Edwards). 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


1768 
1769 
1771 
1771 
1773 
1774 


1775 


Sir  John  Walton 

1778 

Mr.  John  Ward       

1780 

Mr.  F.  E.  Smith 

1781 

Sir  John  Walton 

1783 

The  Solicitor-General  (Mr.  Robson,  South  Skidds) 

1783 

Mr.  Rufus  Isaacs 

1784 

Mr.  Clement  Edwards         

1785 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

New  clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  and  added  to  the  Bill." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "  That  Clause  4  stand  part  of  the  Bill "  put, 
and  negatived. 

Bill  negatived ;  ■  as   amended,    to    be  oonsidered  upon   Tuesday,    23rd 
October,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  342]. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  BiU.— Considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow  at 
Ten  of  the  Clock 1785 

Musical  Oop3rright  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to    . .  1786 

Census  of  Peodoction  (Expenses). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee). 

Resolved,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment  put  of 
moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  expenses  incurred  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Census  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  provide  for  taking  a 
Census  of  Production." — {Mr.  Uoyd-Qeorge.) 

Besolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow 1786 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill. — Consideration  of  Lords  Amendments. 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.)        ..         ..  1786 

Question,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Lords  in  the  said 
Amendment,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lunatics. — Order  [this  day]  for  a  Return  rebtive  thereto  read,  and  discharged. 

—{Mr.  Claude  Hay)       1788 

Marriage  with  Foreigners  BiU. — Lords  Amendments    to  be  considered 

forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to 1788 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  13th  July  last. 

Adjourned  at  twelve  minutes  after  One  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE   OP   LORDS:    SATURDAY,   4th   AUGUST,    1906. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Bill  (No.  205) ;  Cabs  and  Omnibuses 
(Metropolis)  (No.  206) ;  Official  Publications,  &c,  (No.  207).— Reports,  &c., 
of  the  Select  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  commubicated  (pursuant 
to  message  of  yesterday) ;  and  to  be  printed 1789 
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nniyenities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889.— UniTenity  Court  Oidinance,  No.  XVllI. 
(Edinburj^,  No.  7).  Alteration  of  Ordinance  No.  16  of  the  Commissioners 
(1889)  (Bdinbvrgh,  No.  1).  Regulations  for  degrees  in  medicine ;  la*d 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  208) 1789 

Bdsihbss  of  thb  Housf. — Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.,  considered  (according 
to  Order),  and  suspended  for  thu  day's  sitting 1789 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Amendments  made  by  the  Commons,  agreed 
to 1789 

Musical  Oopyright  BiU. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments 

agreed  to 1789 

Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  BilL— Brought  from  the  Commons. 
Read  1* ;  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.,  having  been  suspended), 
read  2*  (The  Lord  Privy  Seal  [IL  Ripon]) ;  Committee  negatived  ;  Bill  read 
3*,  and  passed        1789 

Commission.— The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent— 

1.  Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation). 

2.  Extradition. 

3.  Alkali,  A».,  Works. 

4.  Prevention  of  Corruption. 

5.  Justices  of  the  Peace  (No.  2). 

6.  Bills  of  Exchange  Act  (1882)  Amendment. 

7.  Isle  of  Man  (Customs). 

8.  Post  Office  (Literature  for  the  Blind). 

9.  Charitable  Loan  Societies  (Irehnd). 

10.  Revenue. 

11.  Deanery  of  Manchester. 

12.  Solicitors. 

13.  Crown   Lands. 

14.  Open    Spaces. 

15.  Ground  Oame. 

16.  Fatal  Accidents  and  Sudden  Deaths  Inquiry  (Scotland). 

17.  Local  Anthcritiee   (Transfer   of   Treasury   Powers). 

18.  Public  Works  (Louis). 

19.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  AmendmentJ 

20.  Statute  Law  Revision  (Scotland). 
81.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  StuAk 
32.  Dogs. 
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23.  Colonial  Marriages. 

24.  Musical  Copyrigh 

25.  Labourers    (Ireland). 

26.  Post  Office  Sites. 

27.  Dean  Forest. 

28.  Local  (Jovernment  Provisional  Orders   (No.  8). 

29.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.   9). 

30.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.   10). 

31.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  11). 

32.  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working  Classes). 

33.  London  Government  Schemes  (London  and  Penge,  &c.). 

34.  Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London,  No.  1). 

35.  Paisley  Gas  and  Water  Provisional  Order. 

36.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) 

37.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) 

38.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7). 

39.  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

40.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1). 

41.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 

42.  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation. 

43.  Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway  Order  Confirmation 

44.  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

45.  Newburgh  and  North  life  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Order 
Confirmation. 

46.  Paisley  Roads  Order  Confirmation. 

47.  Inverclyde  Bequest  Order  Confirmation. 

48.  Perth  Corporation  Gas  Order  Confirmation 

49.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Gas). 
60.  Rutherglen  Burgh  Order  Confirmation. 

51.  Wolstanton  United  Urban  District  Council  Gas. 
62.  Great  Northern  'Railway. 

53.  London,  Brighton,  and  South'^  Coast  Railway. 

54.  Ascot  District  Gas  (Electric  Lighting). 

65.  Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Electric  Power. 

56.  Portsmouth  Water. 

57.  West  Yorkshire  Tramways.  r 
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58.  London  CJounty  Council  (Qeneral  Powers). 

59.  London  United  Tramways. 

60.  Twickenham  and  Teddington  Electric  Supply. 

61.  Watford  Oas. 

62.  Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales)  Docks  and  Railway. 

63.  Bitz  Hotel,  Limited. 

64.  "n^al  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

65.  Cardiff  Railway. 

66.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply. 

67.  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway. 

68.  Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  (Extension  of  Time). 

69.  Wallasey  Tramways  and  Improvements. 

70.  Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewerage  Board.  ^  ■ 

71.  Edinburgh  Corporation. 

72.  Crediton  Gas. 

73.  Kent  Electric  Power. 

74.  Truro  Gas. 

75.  Havana  United  Railways  and  Regla  Warehouses. 

76.  Rochester,  Chatham,  and  Strood  Gas. 

77.  Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe  Tramways. 

78.  South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railways. 

79.  Bacup  Corporation. 

80.  C(»k  City  Railways  and  Works. 

81.  Derby  Gas. 

82.  Middlesex   County   Council  (General   Powers). 

83.  St.  John's  (Westminster)  Improvement, 

84.  Todmorden  Corporation. 

85.  Tottenham  and  Edmonton  Gas. 

86.  Macclesfield  and  District  Tramways. 

87.  Poole  Corporation  Water. 

88.  Corporation  of. London  (Blackfriars  and  other  Bridges.) 

89.  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements). 

90.  County  of  Durham  Electric  Power  Supply. 

91.  Great  Northern  (Ireland)  and  Midland  Railways. 

92.  Nettlebed  and  District  Commons  (Preservation). 

93.  Shropshire,  Worcestershire,  and  Staffordshire  Electric  Power. 
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94.  Buokhaven,  Methil,  and  Innerleven  Buigh  Extension. 

95.  London  Sqtiares  and  Enclosures. 

96.  Sutton  District  Water. 

97.  Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation. 

98.  Fontefraot  Ciorporation. 

99.  Hackney  Electricity. 

100.  Hampstead  Qarden  Suburb. 

101.  London  County  Council  (Money) 

102.  North  West  London  Railway. 

103.  St.  Pancras  Electricity. 

104.  South  Lincolnshire  Water. 

105.  South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Company. 

106.  Watford  and  Edgware  Railway. 

107.  Lancashire   Electric   Power. 

108.  Bristol  Corporation. 

109.  Lord  Tredegar's  Supplemental  Estate. 

110.  Bute  (English  and  Welsh)  Estates       1789 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  Twelve  o'clock  to 
Tuesday,  the  23rd  October,  at  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


t  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  SATURDAY,  4th  AUGUST, jl906.  I 

The  House  met  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. 

PETITIONS. 

Education  "(England  and  Walks)  Bill. — Petitions  against ;  From  Aikton  ; 
Long  Newton ;  Radlett ;  Silloth  in  Eskdale ;  and  Wigton  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table ..  1798 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill  (Religious  Teaching). — Two  Peti- 
tions from  Frittenden,  against  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      . .  1793 

Municipal  Corporations  (Election  op  Alderuen   Bill).  —  Petition    from 

Manchester,  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1793 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

in 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act  1889  (Ordinance). — Copy  presented,  of  Uni- 
versity Court  Ordinance  No.  XVIII.  (Edinburgh,  No.  7)  (Alteration  of 
Ordinance,  No.  16,  of  the  Commissioners  (1889),  Edinburgh,  No.  1,  Regu- 
lations for  Degrees  in  Medicine)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  324.]         1798 
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PosBSHOBBS. — Copy  presented  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  4th  August,  1908, 
directing  the  application  of  moneys  received  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the 
year  ended  Slst  March,  1903,  in  respect  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
Crown  in  the  Foreshores  of  t^e  United  Kingdom  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Postmen's  Waoes. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.)  ;    Answer,  Mr.  Sydney 

Boxton        1793 

Qualifications  of  Telbqbaphists. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sydney 

Buxton      - 1794 

Postal  Deuvbbt  of  Ciboulars. — Question,  Mr.  Du  Cros  (Hastings) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton        1795 

Imported  Cement. — Question,  Mr.  John  Ward  (Stoke-on-Trent) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Lloyd-George         1795 

Meeting  of  Intebmediate  Boabd,  Ibelano. — Question,  Mr.  Clancy ;  Answer, 

Mr.Bryce 1796 

Regulations  for  Secondaby  Schools. — Question,  Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottingham, 

W.) ;    Answer,  Mr.  Birrell  1796 

Assistant  Clerks. — Question,  Mr.  Nannetti  (Dublin,  College  Green) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  McKenna        1797 

Inland    Revenue — Inspection. — Question,    Mr.    MacVeagh    (Down,    8.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  McKenna 1797 

Legislative  Council  of  the  Punjaub. — Question,  Sir  H.  Cotton  (Nottingham, 

E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Morley        1798 

Registration   of   Title,   County   Cobk. — Question,   Mr.   Fetherstonhaugh 

(Fermanagh,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bryce 1798 

Tarbert  Process  Sebver. — Question,  Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Bryce       ..         ..         1799 

Case  of  War  Office  Clerks. — Question,  Mr.  Flavin  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Haldane  . .  1799 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE.  . 

TxrBBiNBS  FOB  ToBPEDo  BoAT  Destboyers. — Questions,  Mr.  Ashley  (Lanca- 
shire, Blackpool) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Edmund 
Robertson,  Dundee) . .         . .  1799 

Rush  Coastguard  Station — Right  of  Way. — Question,  Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin 

County,  N.) ;    Answer,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson        1800 

The  Lance. — Question,  Mr.  Ashley ;    Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

(Mr.  Haldane,  Haddingtonshire)  ,         .  -         . .  1800 

Tilonke's  Case. — Question,  Mr.  J.  Ramsay  Maodonald  (Leicester) ;    Answer, 

Mr.  Churchill         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  1801 
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Germany  and  Abyssinia. — Question,  Mr.  Astley ;    Answer,  The  Secretary  of 

State  for  Foreign  AiEairs  (Sir  Edward  Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick)      . .  1801 

Income  Tax  on  Foreign  Trades. — Question,   Mr.  Ashley ;     Answer,   The 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Asquith,  Fifeshire,  E.) 1802 

Imports  of  Cement. — Question,  Mr.  J.  Ward  (Stoke-on-Trent) ;  Answer,  The      '"^ 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Lloyd- George,  Carnarvon  Boroughs)..  1805 

London  Water  Supply. — Question,  Mr.  Ashley ;    Answer,  The  President  of 

the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  John  Bums,  Battersea) 180$ 

EiNAiR  Reservoir,  Derbyshire. — Question,  Mr.  J.  Ward ;    Answer,  Mr.  John 

Bums  180S 

Street  Betting  Bill  [Lords].— As  amended,  to  be  printed.    [Bill  343.]  ..1804 

Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill.— Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed  1804 

Adjournment  (Autumn  Sittino). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed :  "  That  this  House  at  its  rising  to-day 
do  adjourn  until  Tuesday,  October  23rd  next,  and  that  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session  Government  business  have  precedence  at  every  sitting,  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  Government  business  on  each  day  "Hit.  Speaker  do 
adjourn  the  House  without  question  put." — {Sir  H.  CamphM-Bannerman) 

Mr.  Murphy  (Kerry,  E.) 1804 

Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.)        180& 

The  AUomey-Oener<d  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Exchange)      . .  1807 

Mr.  Mackamess        ..  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  180S 

Mr.  Fiennes  (Oxfordshire,  Banbury)  . .  . .         . .         . .  ISIO' 

Mr.  Rees  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  1812 

Mr.  J.  Ramsay  MacdotuM  (Leicester)       ..         ..         . .         . .         . .  1814 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  ChurchM,  Manchester, 

N.W.) 1817 

Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson  (Northumberland,  Tyneside) 1821 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to — Consolidated  Fund 
(Appropriation)  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners  ;  the  House  went ;  and, 
having  returned  ;•  Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent  to  a  number  of 
Acts.    (See  Col.   1789). 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  this  House  at  its  rising  to-day  do 
adjourn  imtil  Tuesday,  23rd  October  next,  and  that  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session  Government  business  have  precedence  at  every  sitting,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  Government  business  on  each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn 
the  House  without 'Question  put." 

Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson 182l> 

Mr.  Molieno  (Dumfriesshire)  . .         . .  . .  . .  . .  . .   18  29 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  Edward  Grey,  Northum- 
berland, Berwick)  1831 

Mr.  Munro  Fergusson  (Leith  Burghs)        183T 
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Mr.  Morton  {Sutherland) 1839 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.)  1839 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  {Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) 1840 

Mr.  Essex  {Gloucestershire,  Cirencester) 1842 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Sir  H.  ('ampbeU- 

Bamterman,  Stirling  Burghs) 1842 

*  Mr.  Seddon  {Lancashire,  Newton)    ..  ..         ..  ..  1843 

Mr.  Everett  {Suffolk,  Woodbridge) 1844 

Qaestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Besolved,  "  That  this  House  at  its  rising  to-day  do  adjourn  until  Tuesday, 
23rd  October  next,  and  that  for  the  remamder  of  the  session  Govern- 
ment business  have  pieredence  at  every  sitting,  and  at  the  conclusion 
of  Grovernment  business  on  each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House 
without  Question  put." 

Cknsus  of  Production  (Expenses). — Resolution  reported. 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  pro- 
vided by  Parliament,  of  any  Expenses  incurred  for  the  purpose  of  the  Census 
under  any  Act  of  the  present  session  to  provide  for  taking  a  Census  of  Pro- 
duction."      1844 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Older  of  the  House  of  the 
13th  July  last,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put  till  Tuesday, 
23rd  October. 

Adjourned  at  one  minute  before  Two  o'clock. 
End  of  Table  of  Contents  to  Vol.  CLXII. 
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August  1.  In  col.  1143,  after  the  Amendment  as  printed,  add  and  insert  "and 
no  claim  by  the  Crown  for  duties  leviable  on  or  with  reference  to  death,  and  before 
the  passing  of  this  Act  due  and  payable,  and  no  payment,  commutation,  composition, 
discharge,  or  settlement  of  account  in  respect  of  any  duties  leviable  on  or  with 
reference  to  death  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  duly  made  or  given,  shall  be 
pcejodicially  affected  hereby." 
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PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

{AUTHORISED    EDITION) 

4 

^  IN    THI 

»^ 

^FIRST  SESSION  of  thb  TJFENTY-EIQHTH  PARLIAMENT  of  the  United 
•S"  Kingdom  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND,  Appointed  to  Meet 

:|  the  Thirteenth   Day  of  Februaby  in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the 

Reign  of 


I 


HIS  MAJESTY  KING  EDWARD  VII. 


ELEVENTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION    1906. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Fnday,  21th  July,  1906. 


VISCOUNT  MOLESWORTH. 
Petition  of  George  Bagot,  Viscount 
Molesworth  and  Baron  Phillipetown,  in 
the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  claiming  a  right  to 
vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative 
Peera  for  Ireland ;  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  consider  and 
report  thereupon  to  the  House. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


St  Pancras  Electricity  Bill.  The  King's 
consent  signified  ;  Bill  read  3»,  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Ck>mmon8. 

Hackney  Electricity  Bill ;  London 
County  Council  (Money)  Bill ;  South 
Lincolnshire  Water  Bill ;  Hampstead 
Garden  Suburb  Bill.    Read  3',  with  the 

■    VOL,  CLXn.    [Fourth  Seriw.] 


Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

Poole  Coi-poration  Water  Bill.  Read 
3*,  with  the  Amendments ;  further 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

Crediton  Gas  Bill  [h.lJ  ;  Kent  Elec- 
tric Power  Bill  [H.L.J;  Truro  Gas  Bill 
[H.r.] ;  Havana  United  Railways  and 
Regia  Warehouses  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned 
from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments.  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  (No.  2)  Bill ; 
Rochester,  Chatham,  and  Strood  Gas 
Bill.  Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Paisley  Gas  and  Water  Provisional 
Order  Bill.  Read  3*  (according  to  order), 
and  passed. 

Local  Gk>vemment  Provisional  Orders 
(Gas)  Bill.  Amendments  reported 
(according  to  order),  and  Bill  to  be  read 
3"  on  Monday  next. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


VrogramiM 


COMMITTEE    OP   SELECTION. 
Report  from    the    Committee    (with 
proceedings  of   the  Committee    and  an 
appendix)  made,  and  to  be  printed.    (No. 
180.) 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Keports  by  the  High  Commissioner  on 
his  visits  to  Basutoland  and  the  Bechuana- 
land  Protectorate  in  1906. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Annual  Beport  of  the  proceedings 
under  Acts  relating  to  sea  fisheries,  for 
the  year  1905. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  3681.     United  States  (Savannah). 
No.  3682.     Persia  (Kerman). 
No.  3683.     Persia  (Kermanshah). 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERIES. 
No.  653.  German  Ceramic  industries 
and  German  trade  in  Ceramic  products. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  (STATUTORY  RULES 
AND  ORDERS,  1906). 

No.  511.  The  Inland  Post  Amend- 
ment (No.  4)  Warrant,  1906,  dated  30th 
June,  1906.  Laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 


MARINE  INSURANCE  BILL  (H.U) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments.    The  said    Amend- 
ments to  be  printed.    (No.  179.) 


REVENUE  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  and  read 
1" ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2»  on 
Monday   next    (The  Lord   Privy    Seal 
{M.  Ripon]).     (No.  181.) 


DEAN  FOREST  BILL. 
Read  2*  (accordingly  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  ACT  (1882) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  ( according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  S*  on   Monday  next. 


ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 
Bead  2*   (according  to  order) ;  Com- 
mittee negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3* 
on  Monday  next. 


SHIPBUILDING  PROGRAMME. 
♦Earl  CAWDOR :  My  Lords  ,1  wish 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  proposes  before  the  recess 
to  make  any  statement  in  your  Lordships' 
House  with  reference  to  the  shipbuilding 
programme  for  the  coming  year.  The 
[Statement  which  has  beeq  made  to-day 
in  another  place  emphasises  in  no  sm^l 
degree  the  great  importance  of  your 
Lordships  having  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  shipbuilding  programme 
of  the  Government  at  an  early  date. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Lord  TwBKDMOUTH):  My 
Lords,  I  agree  that  this  is  a  question 
which  is  deserving  of  the  closest  attention 
of  your  Lordships.  The  only  difficulty 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  way  in  which 
the  time  of  your  Lordships'  House  is 
taken  up  next  week,  at  the  end  of  which 
we  are  going  to  adjourn  for  a  short 
recess.  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Fri- 
day are  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Education  Bill.  On 
Tuesday  there  is  an  important  question 
to  be  raised  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
in  regard  to  the  granting  of  responsible 
Government  to  the  Transvaal  Colony. 
On  Monday  there  is  a  Motion  down  by 
Lord  Wemyss  with  regard  to  our  land 
defences,  and  Lord  Mayo  has  a  Question 
with  regard  to  Ireland.  Lord  Brassey 
has  also  a  notice  on  the  Paper  to  call 
attention  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Admiralty  Committee  on  Naval  Reserves. 
Perhaps  one  or  both  of  the  noble  Lords 
who  precede  Lord  Brassey  might  be 
willing  to  postpone  their  Questions,  or, 
at  any  rate,  make  the  discussion  on  them 
short  In  that  case  I  think  it  would  be 
convenient  if  the  Notice  by  Lord  Brassey 
were  taken  as  the  text  for  a  statement 
and  discussion  on  the  Shipbuilding  Vote. 
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in  Council  Schools. 


Earl  CAWDOR:  Will  the  First  Lord 
moke  these  suggestions  to  the  noble 
Lords  who  have  the  Notices  on  the 
Paper} 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  They  do 
not  belong  to  my  side  of  the  House. 
Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  will  give  me  his 
help. 

Eabl  CAWDOR:  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  do  that.  But  I  hardly  think 
the  question  of  shipbuilding  arises  on 
the  Notice  by  Lord  Brassey. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH :  The  ordinary 

fractice  of  this  House  does  not  tie  your 
«rdships  very  closely  to  the  exact  terms 
of  the  Notice  on  the  Paper,  and  I  think 
it  is  pretty  certain  that  Lord  Brassey  in 
his  speech  will  touch  on  questions  affect- 
ing shipbuilding. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN: 
Surely  the  Naval  Reserve  is  not  in  any 
way  connected  with  shipbuilding.  The 
shipbuilding  programme  is  in  itself  a 
very  important  matter,  and  I  should  like 
to  ask  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
if  Lord  Brassey  could  be  approached  and 
asked  to  postpone  his  question.  We 
might  consider  the  Naval  Reserve  on 
any  future  occasion,  but  the  shipbuilding 
programme  of  the  Government  for  the 
coming  year  is  a  very  important  Vote, 
and  your  Lordships  should  have  an 
early  opportunity  of  discussing  it. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  I  will 
approach  Lord  Brassey  on  the  question. 

Earl  CA.WDOR:  I  understand  we 
may  take  it  that  in  some  form  or  another, 
either  regular  or  irregular,  we  shall  be 
able  to  discuss  the  Shipbuilding  Vote  on 
Monday  next. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH :  Yes. 


RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION  IN 
COUNCIL  SCHOOLS. 

♦Thi:  LORD  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Crbwb)  :  My 
Lords,  I  ask  your  Lordships'  indulgence 
in  rising  to  set  right  a  misunderstanding 
on  a  question  of  figures  which  arose 
during  the  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
religions  education  in  council  schools 
rased    yesterday     by    the    most    rev. 


Primate.  In  the  course  of  my  remarks  I 
stated  that  there  were  thirteen  schools  in 
England  in  which  no  religious  instruction 
was  given.  I  was,  of  course,  referring 
to  the  Return,  and  my  observation  was 
limited  by  the  amount  of  information 
which  the  Return  conveys,  which  is,  in 
fact,  the  whole  of  the  information  on  the 
subject  which  we  have  at  the  Board  of 
ElducatioiL  What  I  intended  to  convey  was 
that  authorities  had  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive to  the  fifth  question,  which  was  put  to 
all  the  local  education  authorities,  to  the 
extent  of  thirteen  schools  in  which  they 
stated  that  no  religious  instruction  was 
given.  The  most  rev.  Primate  corrected 
me  and  mentioned  the  case  of  Hudders- 
field  and  certain  other  places  in  which 
the  Bible  is  simply  read  without  note  or 
comment.  I  thmk  4t  might  possibly  be 
argued  that  when  the  Bible  is  read  by 
the  teacher  within  the  hours  of  regular 
attendance  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  form 
of  religious  instruction,  but  I  have  no 
wish  to  press  that  point.  I  merely 
desire  to  make  it  clear  what  the  differ- 
ence in  regard  to  the  figures  was  between 
the  niost  rev.  Primate  and  myself.  In  his 
speech  the  most  rev.  Primate  alluded  to 
the  figures  of  Wales.  He  referred  to  the 
c  mnties  of  Carmarthen  and  Cardigan  and 
quoted  the  figures  given  in  the  Return  of 
the  number  of  schools  in  those  counties 
in  which,  on  their  own  showing,  no 
religious  instruction  was  given,  and  it 
was  in  comparison  between  Wales  and 
England  that  I  stated  the  figure  as  I  did. 

*Thk  LORD  ARCHBISHOP  or 
CANTERBURY :  My  Lords,  I  am  sure 
the  last  thing  the  noble  Earl  desired  was 
to  convey  a  misleaiiing  impression,  and  I 
accept  his  explanation  absolutely.  Lest 
I  should  be  thought  to  have  twisted  the 
point  as  to  whether  religious  instruction 
is  given  when  the  Bible  is  simply  read 
withcmt  note  or  comment.  I  would  point 
out  that  the  Huddersfield  local  education 
authority  state  explicitly,  for  I  will  quote 
their  actual  words,  that  in  the  council 
schools  it  is  provided  that  "  no  religious 
teaching  shall  be  given."  The  Huddets- 
field  local  authority  then  go  on  to  say  thax; 
for  fifteen  minutes  there  may  be  what  thsy 
call  "religious  observances,"  which  cofe 
sist  of  the  reading  of  some  verses  from 
the  Bible,  chosen  by  the  teacher,  without 
note  or  comment,  and  the  singing  of  a 
hjmin.  Question  5,  to  which  the  noble 
Earl  has  referred,  is,  "  Are  any  council 
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schools  in  the  authority's  area  known  to 

g'vo    no    religious    instruction  1 "    The 
uddersfield  local  education    authority 
replies  practically — 

"  We  give  none,  bat  we  have  religiooB  obser- 
vance*. 

I  think  that  when  Huddersfield  says  it 

g'ves  no  religious  teaching  we  may  take 
uddersfield  at  its  word.  There  are 
seventeen  board  schools  in  Huddersfield 
alone.  I  turn  almost  by  chance  to  another 
authority,  Todmorden.  There  are  here 
nine  schools,  and  the  only  difference  is 
that  ten  minutes  instead  of  fifteen 
minutes  are  devoted  to  religious  observ- 
ances. The  number  of  such  cases  might 
be  largely  added  to  from  other  parts  of 
the  Report. 


NATIVE  LABOUR  IN  TRANSVAAL 
MINES. 

*LoRO  HARRIS  rose  toask  His  Majesty's 
Government,  with  reference  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Gk>lonies  on  June  29th,  upon  what  informa- 
tion he  is  depending  for  his  communica- 
tions with  the  Portuguese  authorities, 
and  in  what  respects  the  operations  of 
the  Witwatersrand  Native  Labour 
Association  have  caused  discontent. 

The  noble  Lord  said :  My  Lords, 
a  few  weeks  ago  I  put  a  Question  to 
the  noble  Earl  the  Colonial  Secretary  on 
the  subject  of  a  rumoured  competition 
to  be  set  up  with  an  association  which 
is  responsible  for  supplying  Kaffir  labour 
to  the  mines  on  the  Witwatersrand  ;  and 
the  noble  £arl,  in  his  reply,  stated  that 
all  depended  on  the  association  having 
at  its  back  the  force  by  which  it  was 
originated,  and  that  if  it  were  found 
that  there  were  substantial'  interests 
connected  with  the  mines  of  the  same 
nature  as  those  for  which  the  association 
was  formed  or  that  some  of  those  who 
took  part  in  the  formation  of  the  associa- 
tion were  not  satisfied  with  the  state  of 
things  as  they  now  existed,  then  the 
position  of  this  co-operative  or  voluntary 
society  became  considerably  modified. 
It  is  evident,  from  the  further  statement 
in  his  reply,  that  the  noble  Earl  is 
already,  through  the  usual  channels, 
of  course,  in  communication  with  the 
Portuguese  authorities,  I  presume  upon 
the  subject  of  another  association  for  the 
same  purpose ;  and  the  Question  I  have  to 
ask  him  is  what  has  caused  him  lo  take 

The  Lord  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury. 


these  steps  1  He  says  that  it  is  possible 
some  of  those  who  were  connected 
with  the  Witwatersrand  Native  Labonr 
Association  are  now  dissatisfied.  We 
shall  be  glad  to  know  who  are  dissatisfied. 
I  am  informed  that  no  complaints  have 
been  made  by  any  members  of  the  associa- 
tion, and  we  should  like  to  know  upon 
what  information  the  noble*  Earl  is  pro- 
ceeding. 

In  the  course  of  the  reply  from  which 
I  have  already  quoted,  the  noble  Earl  said 
there  was  nothing  whatever  to  conceal  in 
this  matter.  In  these  circumstances  I  am 
sure  he  will  be  prepared  to  tell  us  the 
whole  story  as  to  why  he  is  preparing  to  si  t 
up  this  competition  with  the  Witwaters- 
rand Native  Labour  Association.  As  I 
explained  to  your  Lordships  when  I  spoke 
last,  the  effect  of  competition  before  the 
war  was  by  no  means  satisfactory,  and  I 
am  not  prepared  to  believe  that  at  this 
moment  competition  would  be  any  more 
satisfactory  than  it  was  then.  There  is 
no  information  whatever  upon  this  sub- 
ject in  the  Blue-book  recently  issued. 
There  is  a  mass  of  information  upon  the 
subject  of  recruiting  Chinese  and  employ- 
ing Chinese,  and  of  repatriating  those  few 
who  are  prepared  to  cancel  their  agree- 
ments and  ha  repatriated.  But  there  is 
not  a  word  of  information  upon  the  system 
of  recruiting  Kaffirs  for  labour  on  the 
Witwatersrand. 

I  confess  I  do  not  understand  why,  if 
this  subject  has  been  under  discussion 
between  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  High 
Commissioner,  no  reference  is  made  to 
it  in  the  Blue-book.  Who  are  the  persons 
who  are  dissatisfied  1  I  have  heard 
nunours  that  a  certain  gentleman  named 
Wilson,  who  is  distinguished  from  other 
gentlemen  of  the  same  name  by  the 
sobriquet  of  Kaffir,  is  very  anxious  to 
get  permission  to  recruit  in  Portuguese 
territory ;  but  he  is  not  one  of  tho^e  to 
whom  the  noble  Earl  referred  in  his  reply. 
He  is  not  a  person  having  substantial  in- 
terests ;  neither  is  he  one  of  those  who 
took  part  in  the  formation  ef  the 
Witwatersrand  Native  Labour  Associa- 
tion. I  suppose  there  is  some  in- 
fluential body  behind  who  is  urging  the 
noble  Earl  to  take  these  steps.  I  hope 
he  will  be  able  to  tell  us  what  that  ui- 
fluential  body  is,  and  why  it  it  so  anxious 
to  set  up  this  competition. 

Another  question  which  I  hope  the 
noble  Earl  will  be  able  to  reply  to  u  thi«. 
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l8  the  High  Ck>mini8sioner  in  favour  of 
the  proposed  competition  being  set  upl 
There  is  nothing  in  the  Blue-book  about 
it ;  but,  after  what  the  noble  Earl  said 
the  other  day  about  trusting  the  man  on 
the  spot,  I  presume  that  he  would  not 
have  commenced  negotiations  with 
Portugal  on  this  subject  without  finding 
out  whether  the  High  Ck>mmis8ioner  was 
satisfied  that  the  setting  up  of  another 
association  was  wise  and  likely  to  lead  to 
satisfactory  results.  I  can  hardly  believe 
that  die  (Jovernment  is  very  anxious  to 
help  us  as  regards  Kaffir  labour.  Nobody 
can  he  more  anxious  than  we  are  to  get 
as  much  Kafib*  labour  as  possible.  It ' 
would  relieve  us  of  many  accusations  and 
and  of  a  proportionate  part  of  the  odium 
whioh  is  heaped  on  those  who  have  to 
manage  the  mines.  We  should  be  only  too 
glad  if  the  noble  Earl  could  point  out  to 
as  a  safe  way  of  securing  more  Kaffir 
labour. 

I  can  suggest  to  him  a  way  in  which 
i,  small  number  of  Kaffirs  could  be  set 
free.     In  the  Blue-book  which  I  have  re- 
ferred to  it  appears  that  some  inquiries  i 
have  been  made  by  Government  as  to  the  ' 
possibility  of  substituting  white  labour 
for  coloured  labour,  and  we  know  from  , 
the  speeches  that  have  been   made  by  | 
various  members  of  the  Government  that 
they  were  at  one  time,  and  possibly  are 
8'iil,  under  the  impression  that  to  a  great 
txtent  white  labour  could  be  substituted 
f -r  coloured  labour.      I  observe  that  in 
this  Blue-book  there  is  some  correspond- 
once  on  this  subject,  in  particular  as  re 
gards  the  Premier  Mine,  the  only  diamond 
mine  in  the  Transvaal.     It  was  asked, 
why  should   not   white  labour  be   sub- 
stituted for  Kaffir  labour  on  the  Premier 
Mine  1    The  Government  is  largely  in- 
terested in   the  mines  of  the  Transvaal. 
It   takes    10    per    cent,    of  the  profit 
in  the  case  of  gold  mines  and  CO  per  cent. 
of  the  profit  in  the  case  of  this  diamond 
mine.     One  of  the  reasons  given  for  not 
substituting  white  labour  was  that  the 
Government    would     lose    JC240,000    a 
year  thereby.    I  observe  that  after  that 
there  ia    no    further  discuasion    about  i 
substituting    white    labour    for     Kaffir 
labour.     But  if  the  noble  Earl  will  give  ' 
directions  that  such  Kaffirs  as  they  have  | 
on  the  Premier  Mine  should  be  set  free 
to  go  to  the  Witwatersrand  I  can  assure  I 
him  we  shall  be  very  grateful. 


There  is  a  strong  suspicion  that  under- 
lying the  proposal  for  another  association 
to  compete  in  the  supply  of  Kaffir  labour 
there  is  a  political  movement.  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  it  is  absolutely 
unknown  to  the  noble  Earl  and  that  he 
is  entirely  innocent  in  the  matter.  But 
there  is  a  very  strong  suspicion  that  this 
is  purely  a  political  movement  engineered 
either  by  extremists  in  this  country  or  by 
those  in  the  Transvaal  who  are  interested 
in  diverting  the  loyalty  of  as  many 
Europeans  as  possible.  It  would  be 
extremely  useful  to  certain  people  if  it 
could  be  said  that  owing  to  this  associa- 
tion having  been  set  up  some  influential 
mining  association  or  some  influential 
mining  person  could  now  say,  "  Ah ! 
thank  Heaven  I  have  got  rid  of  this 
monopoly.  I  no  longer  want  Chinese, 
for  I  can  get  enough  Kaffir  labour 
through  this  competitive  supply." 
That  is  a  suspicion  which  some  people 
entertain  with  regard  to  this  movement 
which  is  being  assisted  by  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  be 
able  to  give  such  a  complete  and  satis- 
factory reply  as  will  entirely  brush  away 
this  suspicion. 

I  ask,  Why  should  there  be  any  such 
hurry  over  this  matter  1  On  Tuesday  of 
next  week  the  noble  Earl  the  Secretary 
uf  State  for  the  Colonies  will  make,  I 
suppose,  one  of  the  most  momentous 
statements  in  this  House  that  has  ever 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  Colonial  Minister  to 
make,  one  upon  which  decades  hence 
— seventy,  eighty,  or  a  hundred 
years  hence  —  his  reputation  will  be 
judged,  as  bis  relative,  Ijord  Durham, 
is  now  judged  as  regards  Canada.  The 
(irovemment  have  deliberately  decided 
that  so  far  as  Chinese  labour  is 
concerned  they  will  leave  the  matter  to 
the  Transvaal.  Why  is  there  this  hurry 
to  interfere  as  to  Kaffir  recruiting  when 
what  is  a  matter  of  far  greater  interest 
to  this  country  is  left  to  the  Transvaal  1 
Why  cannot  this  matter  of  Kaffir  recruit- 
ing be  also  left  to  the  Transvaal  %  These 
are  questions  which  I  venture  to  put  to 
the  noble  Earl,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  able 
to  give  a  complete  reply  regarding  them. 


OF  STATE  FOR 
Earl  of  Elgin): 
My  Lords,  I  wish  in  the  first  place,  to 
thank  my  noble  friend  for  postponing  his 
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Question  at  a  time  when  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  me  to  have  answered 
him  as  completely  as  I  can  now.  I  think 
there  is  a  little  misunderstanding  in  the 
Question  as  the  noble  Earl  has  put  it. 
He  asks  upon  what  information  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  depending  for  his 
communications  with  the  Portuguese 
authorities,and  I  noticed  that  in  his  speech 
he  dwelt  again  upon  communications  with 
the  Portuguese  authorities.  What  I  did 
say  was  that  in  these  circumstances  we 
have  had  to  consider  the  necessity  of 
communications,  not  only  with  the  High 
Commissioner,  as  the  noble  Lord  sug- 
gested, but  also,  possibly,  with  the 
Portuguese  authorities. 

The  noble  Lord  again  asks,  with  re- 
gards to  the  operations  of  the  Witwaters- 
rand  Native  Labour  Association,  in  what 
respect  they  have  caused  discontent. 
That  part  of  the  Question  it  seems  to 
me  I  answered,  as  far  as  I  possibly  could, 
on  the  last  occasion.  The  noble  Lord 
said  that  I  then  explained  that  we  re- 
garded the  Witwatersrand  Native  Labour 
Association  as  a  voluntary  association, 
_  and  that  therefore  any  of  its  members 
had  a  right  to  say  that  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  it  and  wished  other  arrange- 
ments. His  Majesty's  Government  have 
recognised  that  right,  but  they  are  not 
responsible  for  the  reasons  which  those 
who  wish  to  separate  may  have  for  their 
separation.  But  what  they  are  responsi- 
ble for — and  I  admitted  it  to  the  full 
on  the  last  occasion — are  the  conditions 
under  which  recruitment  takes  place.  I 
quoted  then,  and  I  refer  again,  to  an 
answer  given  in  another  place,  in  which 
we  laid  down  that  we  must  be  satisfied 
as  to  the  status,  the  substance,  and  the 
responsibility  of  those  who  are  given  a 
second  agency,  and  that  that  must  be 
established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
High  Commissioner.  It  was  because  I 
was  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  High 
Commissioner  on  these  points  that  I  asked 
my  noble  friend  to  postpone  his  Ques- 
tion ;  and  I  hope  he  will  recognise  that 
on  this  point,  at  any  rate,  I  have 
observed  the  authority  of  the  man  on  the 
spot. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  on  July  7th  two 
telegrams,  one  from  Downing-Street  and 
the  other  from  South  Africa,  crossed  each 
other    which    were    expressed    in    such 
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exactly  parallel  lines  that  I  do  not  think 
it  was  necessary  to  give  a  formal 
answer  to  either ;  and  on  July  12th  the 
High  Commissioner  expressed  his  com- 
plete  acquiescence  in  the  policy  of  the 
establishment  of  the  second  agency  which 
we  have  proposed  should  be  set  up. 
With  regard  to  the  matter  of  agreement, 
it  is  briefly  this — that  there  shall  be  a 
second  agency  estaUished,  the  manage- 
ment of  which  has,  as  I  have  said,  been 
approved  by  the  High  Commissioner ; 
that  we  accept  the  position  that  the 
establishment  of  this  second  agency  is 
sufiScient  in  the  meantime  to  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  those  who  are  not  pre- 
pared to  continue  under  the  management 
of  the  Witwatersrand  Native  Labour 
Association ;  and  that  we  shall  not  estab- 
lish any  further  agency,  or  approve  of 
the  establishment  of  further  agencies, 
until  there  has  been  such  an  inquiry  into 
the  whole  question  of  recruitment  as 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  the  High 
Commissioner  may  think  desirable  in  the 
circumstances. 

I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will  admit  that 
in  those  circumstances  there  is  no  justifi- 
cation for  the  suggestion,  which  I  do  not 
think  he  repeated  to-day  though  he 
mentioned  one  particular  name  but  which 
he  did  put  forward  on  the  last  occasion, 
that  we  were  going  back  to  the  policy  of 
indiscriminate  and  unlimited  recruitment 
in  the  interests  of  men  who  had  found 
themselves  out  of  an  occupation  which 
thev  considered  profitable.  I  do  not 
wish,  as  I  said  on  the  last  occasion,  to 
conceal  anything  in  this  matter.  The 
application  came  to  us  from  a  group  of 
mines  which  I  believe  goes  by  the  name 
of  the  Bobinson  group ;  and  that  is  the 
group,  with  which  I  believe  certain  others 
may  be  associated,  for  whom  the  agency 
is  proposed  to  be  established  and  of 
which  the  High  Commissioner  has  ap- 
proved. With  regard  to  the  Portuguese 
Government,  I  pointed  out  on  the  last 
occasion  that  under  the  agreement  of 
1901  it  was  laid  down  that  both  parties 
should  concur  in  the  appointment  of 
collectors  of  labour.  In  those  circum- 
stances it  is,  of  course,  necessary  that  the 
Portuguese  Grovemment  should  concur  in 
this  arrangement,  but  as  it  has  the  assent 
and  approval  of  the  High  Commissioner 
I  do  not  anticipate  that  there  will  be  any 
difficulty  in  the  matter. 
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THE    LAUNDRY    INDUSTRY. 


•Thb  Eari,  of  LYTTON  rose  to  call 
attention  to  the  exceptional  position  at 
present  occupied  by  the  laundry  industry 
under  the  Factory  Act,  and  to  ask  His 
Majesty's  Grovernment  whether,  in 
view  of  the  declared  policy  of  suc- 
cessive Grovemments,  they  would  under- 
take to  introduce  legislation  in  the  next 
session  of  Parliament  for  the  effective 
regulation  of  all  laundries,  or  whether  if 
a  Bill  were  introduced  into  this  House 
similar  to  that  which  was  passed  in  1902, 
they  would  give  special  facilities  for  its 
pissage  through  the  other  House  of 
rarliament. 

The  noble  Earl  said:  My  Lords,  my 
object  in  placing  upon  the  Order  Paper 
the  Notice  which  stands  in  my  name 
was,  first  of  all,  to  draw  attention  to  the 
present  position  of  a  question  which, 
though  not  of  very  general  interest,  is 
one,  nevertheless,  upon  which  many  strong 
opinions  are  felt,  *nd  which  is  considered 
of  considerable  importance,  not  only  by 
the  laundry  interest  as  a  whole,  but 
also  by  a  large  number  of  people  who 
take  an  interest  generally  in  factory 
legislation ;  and  secondly  to  try  and  elicit 
some  definite  statement  from  His  Majesty's 
Government  as  to  their  intentions  in  the 
matter.  The  subject  may  be  divided 
into  two  distinct  branches.  First  of  all 
there  is  the  question  of  the  regulation  of 
the  hoars  of  labour  in  all  laundries  ;  and, 
secondly,  there  is  the  question  of  the  in- 
clusion within  the  law  of  two  special 
classes  of  laundries  which  are  at  the 
present  moment  exempted. 

Let  me  take,  first  of  all,  the  case  of 
ordinary  laundries.  In  1895  a  Factory 
Act  was  passed  by  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment which  extended  to  ordinary  com- 
mercial laundries,  and  certain  clauses 
were  embodied  in  that  Act  that  were 
intended  to  regulate  their  hours  of  labour. 
The  object  of  those  clauses  was  to  prevent 
excessive  hours  been  worked  in  an  indus- 
try which  is  exceptionally  severe  and  which 
entails  very  considerable  hardships  on 
those  who  are  engaged  in  it  both  as  regai-ds 
the  character  of  the  employment  and  the 
conditions  under  which  that  employment 
is  carried  on.  That  was  the  object  of  the 
clauses,  but  in  practice  they  have 
entirely  failed  to  carry  out  that  object ; 
in  fact,  they  have  proved  altogether  un- 
workable. As  many  as  fourteen  hours  a 
day  may  be  worked  on  any  three  days  in 


the  week,  so  long  as  the  weekly  total  does 
not  exceed  sixty.  Year  after  year  the 
Factory  Reports  have  testified  to  the 
impossibility  of  finding  out  whether  or 
not  this  weekly  limit  has  been  exceeded, 
or  of  preventing  veryexcessive  hours  being 
worked  upon  particular  days. 

In  the  Factory  Report  for  1905,  which 
has  just  been  issued,  mention  is  made  of 
one  firm  where  several  young  women 
were  employed  for  twenty  eight  hours, 
from  8  o'clock  on  Friday  morning  till 
12  o'clock  noon  on  Saturday.  An  inter- 
val of  two  and  a  half  hours  was  given 
during  the  night  when  the  girls  were 
allowni  to  lie  u|)on  the  floor  with  their 
coats  for  pillows  in  order  to  take  a  rest. 
In  another  firm  one  worker  had  been 
employed  for  thirty-seven  consecutive 
hours  and  another  for  thirty-two  and 
one-half.  These  hours  are,  of  course, 
illegal,  and  the  firms  were  prosecuted  for 
allowing  them ;  but  these  cases  are  men- 
tioned in  order  to  show  how  necessary  it  is 
for  the  hours  of  labour  to  be  strictly, 
regulated.  The  Report  goes  on  to  men- 
tion that  a  great  increase  nas  taken  place 
in  the  legal  hours  in  laundries,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  of  recent  years  em- 
ployers have  come  to  find  out  how 
very  elastic  the  law  is,  and  what  a 
very  large  margin  is  allowed  to  them. 
In  fact,  the  Report  shows  that  it  is  quite 
legal  for  young  girls  to  be  kept  employed 
for  sixteen  hours  at  a  stretch,  provided 
they  have  had  two  hours  in  that  time 
for  meals.  Mr.  Ritchie,  when  he  was 
Home  Secretary,  frankly  admitted  that 
the  law  had  been  found  unworkable. 
Speaking  in  1901,  he  said — 

"The  law  has  been  found  practicably  incap- 
able of  enforcement,  for  many  reasons." 

On  another  occasion  he  spoke  of  the 
almost  complete  failure  as  regards  the 
working  of  the  Act  in  reference  to 
laundries. 

The  law,  as  it  stands  at  the  present 
moment,  is  not  defended  by  any  one.  It  is 
condemned  by  the  factory  inspectors.  Year 
after  year  they  protest  against  it  and 
urge  that  it  should  be  amended.  Those 
who  are  engaged  in  the  industry  itself, 
whether  as  employers  or  employed,  are 
equally  agreed  in  condemning  it,  and  it 
has  been  declared  unworkable  and  un- 
satisfactory by  the  spokesmen  of  both 
political  Parties.  Not  only  that,  but 
clauses  have  been  already  drafted  for  its 
amendment,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the 
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Employers'  Federation  of  Laundry  As- 
sociations, and  received  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  Grand  Committee  on 
Trade  in  the  House  of  CJommons.  Was 
ever  a  stronger  case  made  out  for  legis- 
lative change  ?  Yet  we  have  still  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  left  un- 
changed, and  we  are  no  nearer  an  amend- 
ment of  the  law  to-day  than  we  were  in 
1901,  when  this  general  agreement  was 
arrived  at.  So  much  for  ordinary 
laundries.  I  desire  to  ask  His  Majesty's 
Government  whether  they  have  made  up 
their  minds  to  take  up  this  question,  and 
whether  they  will  introduce  legislation 
making  all  laundries  either  factories  or 
workshops. 

Now  for  the  exemptions.  Under  the 
law  at  present  two  classes  of  laundries  are 
exempted  from  the  law,  namely,  those 
which  are  attached  to  religious  or  chari- 
table institutions  and  those  in  which  not 
more  than  two  persons  are  employed.  I 
am  aware  that  on  this  question  there  is 
less  unanimity  than  there  is  upon  the 
question  of  ordinary  laundries.  Some 
opposition  still  remains  to  the  inclusion 
of  these  two  classes,  but  even  upon  this 
point  there  is  a  greater  measure  of  agree- 
ment than  is  usually  found  on  any  ques- 
tion of  importance.  Proposals  for  the 
inclusion  of  both  these  classes  were  sub- 
mitted to  your  Lordships  in  1902,  and 
received  the  support  of  noble  Lords  op- 
posite as  well  as  noble  Lords  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  Support  was  further  given 
by  the  most  rev.  Primate,  who  was  at 
the  time  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  by 
other  members  of  the  Episcopal  Bench. 
With  regard  to  the  smaller  laundries  in 
which  only  two  persons  are  employed,  I 
have  only  this  to  say,  that  the  worst  cases 
or  overwork  and  also  of  insanitary  and 
unsuitable  premises  are  reported  from 
this  particular  class.  It  will  surely  be 
agreed  that  it  is  most  undesirable,  in  the 
interest  of  the  community  as  a  whole, 
that  clothes  should  bo  allowed  to  be 
washed  under  the  conditions  which  prevail 
ill  some  of  those  places ;  and,  moreover, 
no  logical  argument  can  be  brought  for- 
ward to  sustain  the  position  that  you  may 
employ  two  persons  for  longer  hours  and 
under  worse  conditions  than  you  would 
be  allowed  to  employ  three  persons. 
The  distinction  is  both  arbitrary  and 
unjust. 

The  opposition  to  the  inclusion  of  in- 
stitution   laundries  is    another    matter. 

The  Earl  of  LyUon. 


The  opposition  to  this  arises,  I  think, 
from  three  sources.  First  of  all,  it  arises 
from  ignorance  as  to  what  is  exactly 
meant  by  inspection,  and  by  a  fear  that 
inspection  might  lead  to  some  interference 
with  the  authority  of  the  sisteis  in  these 
places.  That  this  fear  is  chimerical 
has  already  been  proved.  During  the 
last  two  or  three  years  many  of  the  most 
reasonable  of  these  institutions — and  let 
me  say  that  it  is  not  a  question  between 
Catholic  and  Protestant  institutions,  but 
it  applies  equally  to  institutions  of  all 
denominations — have  voluntarily  submit- 
ted to  a  system  of  inspection  by  factory 
inspectors.  They  have  found  in  practice 
that  whereas  they  have  been  able  to  re- 
ceive advice  as  to  the  guarding  of  their 
machinery,  as  to  the  nature  of  their 
premises,  and  the  hours  of  their  workers, 
no  attempt  has  been  made,  and  no  attempt 
is  likely  to  be  made,  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  the  authority  of  the  sisters  over 
their  inmates ;  and  the  opposition  which 
arises  on  that  score  is  already  breaking 
down.  The  second  reason  for  oppostion 
arises,  I  think,  from  a  consciousness  of  the 
very  genuine  difficulties  of  applying  the 
law  to  these  particular  places  owing  to  the 
character  of  the  women  who  are  keptthere. 
But  these  difficulties  it  has  already  been 
shown  might  easily  be  overcome,  either  by 
special  provisions  in  the  law  or  else  by 
giving  to  the  Home  Secretary*  very  wide 
discretion.  The  last  ground  of  opposition 
comes  from  those  who  claim  that  there  is 
no  need  for  the  inspection  of  these  places ; 
but  that  cannot  be  maintained  for  s 
moment  in  view  of  the  overwhelming  case 
which,  as  I  shall  show  presently,  can 
be  made  out  against  it.  But  u  that 
opposition  were  ten  times  greater  than 
it  is  I  should  still  insist  that  a  change 
in  the  law  was  necessary,  first  of  all,  in 
justice  to  the  laundry  interest  as  a  whole, 
and,  secondly,  in  the  interests  of  the 
institutions  themselves. 

It  is  urged  by  those  who  are  the  sup- 
porters of  these  particular  institutions  that 
since  their  laundry  business  is  carried  on 
not  primarily  for  profit  but  for  the  good  of 
the  inmates,  they  cannot  be  said,  in  the 
ordinary  sense,  to  compete  with  com- 
mercial laundries.  I  am  very  anxious  not 
to  be  misunderstood  on  this  point.  I  was 
misunderstood  when  I  spoke  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Acts  (Amendment)  Bill  in 
1902,  and  I    am    anxious    to  \i8e  this 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


{27  July  1906} 


17  The  Laundry 

opportunity  of  clearing  up  any  misimder- 
tUuiding  which  my  words  gave  rise  to  on 
that  occasion.  For  instance,  I  spoke  of 
the  House  of  Mercy  at  Clewer  as 
being  in  competition  with  a  commercial 
laundry  for  the  washing  of  Eton  College. 
I  received  a  few  days  afterwards  from  the 
warden  of  that  institution  a  letter  point- 
ing out  that  my  remarks  were  untrue, 
and  that  they  were  very  unjust  to  the 
institution  of  which  he  was  in  charge.  He 
pointed  out  to  me  that  no  attempt  had 
ever  been  made  by  their  institution  to 
take  sway  the  business  of  the  commercial 
laundry ;  that,  in  fact,  they  themselves 
were  the  first  in  the  field,  and  that  as  the 
commercial  laundry  had  come  upon  the 
scene  many  years  later  it  was  unjust  to 
say  that  his  institution  was  competing 
with  the  commercial  laundry.  Indeed, 
he  thought,  it  was  rather  the  other 
way  about.  What  I  meant  to  imply 
was  this,  that  where  large  profits  are 
made,  as  they  are  made,  by  these  in- 
stitutions out  of  their  laundry  work 
it  is  impossible  to  urge  that  they  do 
not  compete  with  other  establishments. 
That  large  profits  are  made  I  showed  in 
1902,  but  I  will  quote  some  passages  from 
the  Factory  Eeport  for  1905,  which  has 
just  been  issued,  bearing  on  this  parti- 
cular point.  On  page  260  the  following 
passage  occurs — 

**  Knowing  as  we  do  the  great  prersara  which 
often  ocean  in  commercial  laondries,  and  the 
•moDnt  of  organication  which  is  needed  to  deal 
with  it,  we  feel  that  either  a  great  deal  more 
o<ertime  is  worked  in  commercial  laundriea 
than  is  needed,  or  that  the  iuformalioa  obtained 
in  institntion  lanndriea  is  qaite  unreliable,  for 
one  fact  we  rery  clearly  af>«ert«ineH,  riz.,  that 
the  work  in  both  olaasea  of  laundries i«  identical. 
We  tound  wa>hine  being  done  for  clubs, 
lestannLntB,  hotels,  private  customers,  ships, 
colleges,  Bchotils  and  churches,  involving  tne 
dilficnltien  which  attend  contract  and  seasonal 
work." 

A  few  pages  further  on  an  appendix  is 
inserted,  in  which  are  quoted  some  of  the 
sums  made  by  these  institutions.  The 
Report  says — 

"  We  have  been  nnaUe  to  obtain  any  evi- 
denee  on  this  subject  in  any  of  the  large  and 
Honrishing  places,  but  we  append  a  few  notes 
gathered  from  the  smaller  places." 

These  figures,  therefore,  apply  only  to  the 
small  institutions.  The  first  institntion 
referred  to  is  a  Protestant  rescue 
home.  The  receipts  by  laundry  work 
amounted  to  £1,275,  and  the  receipts 
from  other  sources  to  £113.    In  the  case 
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of  another  rescue  home,  the  laundry 
receipts  amounted  to  £1,207  and  the 
receipts  from  other  sources  to  £104. 
Next  we  are  given  the  figures  of  a  female 
penitentiary.  The  laundry  receipts  were 
£1,711  and  the  receipts  from  other 
sources  £58.  I  only  quote  these  figures 
to  show  the  extent  of  the  business  carried 
on  and  that  very  large  sums  are  made  in 
this  industry.  It  is  not  fair,  when  two 
laundries  are  engaged  in  doing  a  parti- 
cular business  and  are  in  a  state  of 
competition  with  each  other — I  will  use 
the  word  in  a  passive  rather  than 
an  active  sense  —  that  you  should 
impose  on  the  one  restnctions  and 
limitations  which  necessitate  the  spending 
of  considerable  sums  of  money  and  the 
working  of  shorter  hours,  and  that  you 
should  leave  the  other  one  entirely  free. 

It  is  particularly  unfair  when  the  branch 
of  the  mdustry  which  is  exempted  starts 
with  the  advantage  of  not  having  to  pay 
any  wages.  It  is  perfectly  true  that 
instead  of  wages  they  provide  board 
and  lodging  for  their  workers  which  is 
not  done  by  the  ordinary  commercial 
laundry  ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  the 
provision  of  accommodation  is  ma  home 
and  not  mia  laundry,  and  that  the  provi- 
sion would  be  made  whether  the  laundry 
was  conducted  as  part  of  the  institution 
or  not.  I  say  it  is  unfair,  in  the  interest 
of  the  trade,  that  laundries  which  do  such 
a  large  amount  of  business  should  be  ex- 
empted. I  went  on  to  shonr,  on  the  last 
Occasion  that  I  addressed  your  Lordships 
on  this  question,  that  an  amendment  of 
the  law  was  required  in  the  interests  of  the 
inmates  of  these  institutions  themselves. 
In  1902  we  could  only  guess  at  the 
conditions  which  prevailed  in  many  of 
these  places.     Now,  in    1906,    we  have 

riitive  evidence  on  that  point.  As 
mentioned  just  now,  many  of  the 
institutions  have  lately  submitted  to 
voluntary  inspection,  and  we  have  in  the 
Beport  which  nas  just  been  issued  evidence 
as  to  the  state  of  affairs  which  that  in- 
spection has  revealed. 

Though  long  extracts  from  Factory 
Reports  and  Sue  Books  are  generally 
tedious  I  must  ask  your  Lordships'  in- 
dulgence if  I  read  one  or  two  from  this 
Blue  Book.  I  am  sure  that  the  facts 
here  disclosed  will  be  far  more  conclusive 
than  any  arguments  I  could  bring  forward. 
First  of  all,  I  am  happy  to  find  among  the 
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reports  of  the  men  inspectors  a  very  high 
testimony  to  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  a  good  many  of  these  places  are 
managed.  I  will  quote  one  as  typ'cal  of 
what  I  mean.  Mr.  Shuter,  of  Plymouth, 
writing  about  laundries  connected  with 
religious  institutions,  says — 

"  The  buildings  are  admirably  suited  for  the 
purpone  for  which  they  are  used,  being  lofty, 
well  lighted,  and  well  ventilated.  The  greatest 
attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness,  lime  washing, 
etc.,  while  the  hours  worked  are  very  few 
compared  with  those  permitted  by  law  in  other 
laundries.  The  inmates  present  a  moat  com- 
fortable appearance  and,  so  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  these  laundries  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  fear  from  being  placed  under  ordinary 
inspection." 

There  are  several  other  Reports  of  the 
same  kind  showing  that  many  of  these 
laundries  are  well  conducted,  and — and 
this  point  I  ask  your  Lordships  to  notice 
especially — that  inspection  has  been 
welcomed  by  the  authorities  of  the 
institutions. 

But,  if  we  turn  later  on  in  the  Blue- 
book  to  the  Report  of  His  Majesty's  lady 
inspectors,  we  find  the  matter  treated  far 
more  exhaustively,  no  less  than  ten  pages 
being  devoted  to  this  one  subject.  Twenty- 
seven  English  institution  laundries  and 
59  Irish  institution  laundries  were  in- 
spected. There  were  examples  of  places 
well  conducted,  but  there  are  many 
accounts  in  those  pages  of  conditions 
which  can  only  be  described  as  far  from 
satisfactory.  For  instance,  the  hours  of 
labour  are  ofton  found  to  be  excessive, 
and  mention  is  made  of  one  Magdalen 
asylum,  founded  in  1765,  where  laundry 
work  has  been  abandoned  in  favour  of  less 
trying  and  ex  haustive  work  on  the  advice  of 
the  consulting  physician,  whose  experience 
has  led  him  strongly  to  disapprove  of 
laundry  processes  as  an  occupation  for  these 
particular  women.  There  is  an  interesting 
passage  on  this  point,  to  the  effect  that 
the  statement  which  is  roost  generally 
made  with  reference  to  penitentiaries, 
that  laundry  work  is  beneficial  for  the 
development  of  the  character  of  the 
inmates,  is  one  which  cannot  be  accepted 
without  grave  consideration.  It  is  said 
to  be  a  question  whether  women,  many  of 
whom  are  inebriates,  are  best  employed 
in  a  kind  of  work  which  not  only  induces 
thirst  but  provides  them  with  a  trade  in 
which  the  temptations  to  drink  are 
rampant. 

The  Earl  of  Lytton. 


On  another  page  we  have  further 
testimony  as  to  the  need  for  inspection.  I 
will  quote  the  passage — 

"  In  another  orphanage  laundry  reported  on 
by  Misij  Deane,  after  three  years'  voluntary 
inspection  (also  EnglLih).  one  uofenced  power- 
driven  wringer  was  found  beini;  fed  by  a  girl 
of  15,  another  b/  a  feeble-minded  girl ;  a  girl 
of  16,  with  loose  hair,  was  tending  the  danger- 
ous uncovere  I  hydro,  with  friction  cones  and 
driving  lielt  totally  ungnanled.  The  sister-in- 
charge  stated  that  she  put  the  new-oomerii  to 
feed  the  unguarded  calendar  '  in  order  that  they 
might  get  accustomed  to  the  heat  of  the 
ircning-roora,'  and  oilded  that  in  any  case  only 
'  the  i-tupide St  girls '  tended  this  machine. 
Miss  Deane  reports  that  on  being  informed  that 
this  was  a  very  unsafe  arrangement,  the  sister 
was  '  greatly  surprised.'" 

Mention  is  also  made  on  another  page  of 
a  laundry  connected  with  an  institution 
which  has  been  built  almost  entirely  of 
galvanized  iron  and  has  been  planned 
with  every  defect  possible  except  that  of 
being  underground.  It  is  impossible, 
with  a  voluntary  system  of  inspection,  to 
get  any  reforms  carried  out. 

There  are  many  other  passages  showing 
the  urgent  need  for  legislation  in  this 
matter.  Yet  we  stand  in  exactly  the 
same  position  to-day  as  we  did  in  1902. 
I  submit  that  these  extracts  make  out  an 
absolutely  overwhelming  case  ;  that  they 
bear  evidence  of  a  state  of  affairs  which 
cries  aloud  for  further  regulation  and 
reform,  and  that  no  Home  Secretary, 
after  having  read  this  Report,  would  be 
justified  in  allowing  the  matter  to  rest 
where  it  is.  My  object  in  speaking  this 
evening  is  not  to  convince  your  Lordships 
that  there  is  a  case  made  out  for  reform. 
The  action  which  this  House  took  in 
1902,  when  a  Bill  containing  provisions 
for  reform  was  passed  through  all  its 
stages  without  a  single  division,  is  suffi- 
cient to  prove  that  your  Lordships  do  not 
stand  in  need  of  conviction.  My  object 
is  to  induce  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
take  up  this  question.  Let  me  remind 
them  that  their  predecessors  for  the  last 
five  years  have  altogether  neglected  their 
opportunities,  and  have  failed  to  carry  out 
their  promises ;  and  let  me  say  this  to  the 
members  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
that,  although  they  may  find  in  the  action 
of  their  prr-decessors  many  admirable 
qualities  which  I  am  sure  they  will  be 
anxious  to  imitate,  I  would  ask  them  not 
to  choose  their  action  in  regard  to  this 
question  as  one  for  imitation . 
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The  case  was  first  made  out  by  a 
Liberal  Home  Secretary  and  it  was 
afterwards  stated  even  more  strongly 
by  a  ConserratiTe  Home  Secretary. 
In  the  first  instance  the  case  was 
not  dealt  with  because  the  Government 
had  not  a  sufficient  majority.  In  the 
second  cbsa  the  majority  was  there,  but 
the  Bill  was  introduced  so  late  in  the 
session  that  sufficient  time  was  not  allowed 
for  the  discussion  of  this  somewhat 
contentions  question.  But  it  was  on  the 
distinct  understanding  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  woold  return  to  this  measure  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity  that  they 
were  able  to  get  their  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Bill  through  in  1901.  That  wu 
five  yews  ago,  ami  we  are  still  waiting 
for  that  earliest  opportunity.  I  hope 
that  noble  Lords  opposite  will  take  note 
of  these  two  facts.  They  are  pledged 
up  to  the  hilt  to  deal  with  this  question. 
They  have  an  even  larger  majority  than 
the  late  Government  and  therefore  can- 
not plead  want  of  support  as  their  excuse ; 
and  I  trust  that  if  they  bring  forward 
proposals  dealing  with  this  question  they 
will  not  allow  them  to  be  crowded  out 
for  want  of  time. 

They  are  pledged  up  to  the  hilt  to  deal 
with  this  question,  not  only  by  the  words 
of  their  own  Home  Secretary  but  by  the 
remarks  which  were  made  by  their 
responsible  leaders  in  this  House  in  1902. 
In  that  year  the  present  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  Lord  Tweedmouth,  used 
these  words — 

"  If  there  was  one  trade  in  which  the  Factory 
Act  shoalJ  be  applied  nioro  than  another  It 
was  the  lanndry  trade.  He  did  not  think  that 
becaoae  a  laundry  was  nnder  religioai  or 
ekaritable  manafiement  it  should  escape  inspeo- 
tioo.  Indeed,  history  went  to  show  that  it 
was  exactly  in  those  institutions  that  it  was 
resirable  there  shoald  be  pnblioity  in  order  to 
■eenre  the  institations  dealt  with  from  ingges- 
tiona  of  aboM." 

The  Bill  having  been  supported  by  the 
then  Government  and  no  guarantee  given 
that  faeilitiee  would  be  provided  for  its 
diseoasion  in  the  other  House,  Earl 
Spencer,  who  at  that  time  led  the  Opposi- 
tion in  your  Lordships'  House,  rose  and 
nid — 

"  I  confeaa  I  heard  with  dismay  the  state- 
ment of  Lord  Belper  that  the  Government 
woald  not  give  any  facilities  in  another  place 
for  carrying  this  Bill  into  law.  I  have  risen 
to  enter  an  emphatic  protest  against  the  conrce 
which  the  Ciovemment  propose  to  follow." 

In  view  of  those  words  I  do  sincerely 
trust  that  if  this  Bill  is  again  introduced 


next  session,  or  a  Bill  on  similar  lines, 
for  I  think  the  measure  is  now  capaUe 
of  some  improvemeDt,  the  responsiUe 
Leader  of  the  House  will  not  make  a 
statement  which  was  heard  with  dismav 
in  1902,  or  propose  a  course  which 
at  that  time  they  themselves  protested 
against  in  the  most  emf^atic  manner. 

It  may  be  asked  why,  if  so  good  a  case 
has  been  made  out,  this  matter  has  been 
allowed  to  rest  for  the  last  five  years. 
It  is  not  due  to  any  indifference  or  to  any 
slackening  of  interest  on  behalf  of  those 
who  care  about  this  matter.  It  is  simply 
due  to  the  fact  that  in  1903  the  Fiscsl 
question  came  upon  the  scene,  and  from 
that  moment  held  the  field  almost  to  the 
exclusion  of  any  other  question,  and  that 
for  the  last  two  years  of  its  tenure  of 
office  the  existence  of  the  late  Ctovem- 
ment  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  pre- 
carious. It  was  not  thought  desirable  to 
ask  a  Government,  which  was  in  such  a 
c<mdition,  to  take  the  question  up.  But 
we  have  now  a  new  Government — a 
strong  Government — and  I  therefore 
take  the  earliest  possible  opportunity  of 
reminding  them  of  their  obligations  in 
this  matter. 

The  questions  I  have  to  ask  are 
perfectly  explicit.  They  are,  first.  Will 
they  undertake  to  introduce  legislation 
80  as  to  establish  effective  regulation  of 
all  laundries  ?  Secondly,  Will  the^ 
definitely  promise  to  undertake  this 
legislation  next  session,  and  include  it  in 
their  programme)  Let  me  make  this 
clear-  -  that  we  who  care  about  this 
question  will  not  be  satisfied  with  vague 
expressions  of  hope  that  some  indefinite 
measure  may  be  produced  at  some 
indefinite  time.  If  the  noble  Earl  who 
represents  the  Home  Office  has  nothing 
more  to  tell  me  than  that,  I  hope  he  will 
keep  it  to  himself.  We  have  lived  upon 
hope  for  many  years  and  are  rather  tired 
of  the  diet.  Let  me  tell  the  noble  Earl 
who  represents  the  Home  Office  that 
unless  he  has  something  more  satisfactory 
than  that  to  give  us,  unless  some  quite 
definite  promise  is  given,  we,  who  care 
about  this  question,  will,  return  to  it 
again  and  again,  and  that  we  will  make 
use  of  every  opportunity  which  the 
machinery  of  Parliament  affords  us  for 
inducing  the  Government  to  take  up 
reforms,  which  they  themselves  approve 
of,  and  which  they  have  no  excuse  for 
neglecting  any  longer. 
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Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  My  Lords,  I 
do  not  intend  to  intervene  at  any  length 
between  your  Lordships  and  the  delwtes 
upon  the  Bills  which  are  before  you  to- 
night I  shall  answer  the  noble  Earl  as 
shortly  as  I  can.  I  am  sure  it  will  not 
be  any  surprise  to  your  Lordships,  who 
know  for  how  long  the  noble  Earl  has  taken 
an  interest  in  this  question,  that  he  should 
have  urged  the  Government  to  take  steps 
in  this  matter.  This  is  not  a  question  of 
Party  controversy,  though  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  some  of  the  words  which  fell  from  the 
noble  Earl,  which  tended  to  make  this  a 
matter  of  Party  difference  between  one 
side  and  the  other.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
members  of  your  Lordships'  House  on 
both  sides  are  concerned  and  interested 
in  this  question,  and  the  noble  Earl  who 
then  led  the  Opposition,  Earl  Spencer, 
spoke  very  strongly  on  this  matter  in  the 
debate  in  1902. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
noble  Earl,  1  may  say  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  not  able  to  promise  that 
facilities  will  be  given  to  a  Bill  introduced 
by  a  private  Member ;  and  for  this  reason. 
They  cotiSsider  that  this  question  is  too 
important  to  be  left  to  a  private  Member 
either  of  your  Lordships'  House  or  of  the 
other  House.  The  wish  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  is  to  introduce  next  session 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  Factory  Acts,  and  it 
is  their  intention  when  that  amending 
Bill  is  introduced  that  the  position  of  the 
laundries  shall  be  effectively  dealt  with, 
and,  they  hope,  dealt  with  in  a  manner 
which  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  obviously  im- 
possible for  any  member  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  give,  on  behalf  of  the 
Home  Office,  the  definite  promise  that  the 
Factories  Acts  (Amendment)  Bill  will  be 
introduced  next  year.  I  do  not  think 
that  such  a  course  would  even  be  a  usual 
one  to  take  at  this  period  of  the  session. 
I  should  like  to  refer  the  noble  Earl  to  a 
speech  which  was  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  on 
March  19th,  which  seems  to  nave  escaped 
his  notice.  Speaking  on  the  laundry 
question  to  a  deputation  from  Scotland 
the  Home  Secretary  said  that  the  position 
of  laundries  under  the  Factory  Act 
seemed  to  him  to  be  the  weak  spot  in  the 
Act,  and  that  he  was  in  favour  of  progress 
being  made.  I  do  not  know  whether 
what  I  have  said  is  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  noble  Earl,  but  I  can  assure  him  that 


the  objects  he  has  at  heart  have  the  sym- 
pathy of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and 
that  if  possible  they  do  mean  next  year 
to  deal  with  the  matter. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  My  Lords, my 
noble  friend  who  has  presented  this  sub- 
ject to  your  Lordships  in  such  a  clear  and 
interesting  speech  has  received  an  answer 
not  very  dissimilar  from  that  which  he  no 
doubt  partly  expected.  I  do  not  know 
whether  my  noble  friend  is  verv  satisfied 
with  it.  The  reply  on  behalf  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  was  hopeful  and 
sympathetic,  but  marked  by  a  good  deal 
of  indefiniteness.  I  daresay  that  is  all 
that  in  the  circumstances  could  well  be 
expected.  I  am  quite  aware  that  with  the 
present  distribution  of  business  in  ParUa- 
ment  it  is  practically  impossible  for  a  pri- 
vate Member  to  expect  with  anything  like 
certainty  to  be  able  to  pass  a  Bill  without 
Government  assistance  ;  but  I  hope,  after 
the  speech  in  which  the  subject  has  been 
introduced  and  after  the  reply  of  the 
noble  Earl  who  represents  the  Home 
Office,  that  every  reasonable  effort  will 
be  made  to  deal  with  this  important 
matter  at  an  early  date. 

*Thb  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of 
CANTERBURY:  My  Lords,  I  am 
anxious  to  endorse  most  strongly  what 
has  been  said  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  who  has  just  sat  down.  The  noble 
Earl  who  introduced  the  subject  said  that 
we  had  lived  long  upon  hope  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  trust  we  may  think 
to-night  that  the  hope  may  now  possibly 
be  described  as  expectation,  in  view  of 
the  emphatic  though  guarded  terms  of  the 
reply  given  by  the  noble  E)arl  who  repre- 
sents the  Home  Office.  It  is  because  that 
expectation  is  held  out  that  we  are  con- 
tent now  to  wait  a  little  while  in  patience 
in  the  trust  that  that  expectation  will  be 
readily  fulfilled. 

The  difficulties  are  not  small,  but 
promises  have  been  so  repeatedly  given 
that  the  matter  shall  be  dealt  with  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  that  I  feel  it 
would  be  almost  mockery  if  it  were  post- 
poned beyond  the  time  which  has  been 
foreshadowed,  I  hope  I  may  say,  in  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Earl.  The  noble 
£^rl  has  asked  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  private  Members  should  not 
press  this  matter  forward  because  the 
Government  wishes  it  to  be  dealt  with 
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in  a  Gtov  eminent  measure.  That  it  moat 
be  remembered,  is  the  position.  We  are 
asked  to  abstain  until  such  time  as  the 
Oovernment  move  in  the  matter,  and  I 
trust  we  shall  not  have  to  wait  long.  I 
speak  in  this  matter,  not  only  on  behalf 
ol  charitable  and  religious  institutions  to 
which  laundries  are  attached,  but  also  on 
behalf  of  laundries  elsewhere,  in  which 
grave  wrong  is  daily  being  done  to  the 
workpeople  Dy  lack  of  additional  regula- 
tions. 

*Tme  Earl  of  PLYMOUTH  :  My 
Lords,  having  taken  great  interest  in  this 
question  in  L901,  and  having  been 
instrumental  in  obtaining  a  promise  on 
this  subject  in  that  year  from  those  with 
whom  I  was  generally  in  accord,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  present 
occasion.  For  my  part  I  certainly  shall 
not  introduce  Party  spirit  into  the  few 
words  I  shall  say,  and  I  do  not  think, 
by  the  way,  that  my  noble  friend  behind 
me  (the  Earl  of  Lytton)  said  anything 
which  could  be  described  as  introducing 
Party  feeling.  Having  myself  afterwards 
become  a  member  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  which  gave  this  original  pro- 
mise, I  certainly  am  very  sorry  that 
ve  were  not  able  to  deal  with 
the  question.  I  am  afraid  it  is 
me,  of  which  there  are  not  a  few  pre- 
sented to  Parliament,  where  both  sides 
agree  that  the  subject  should  be  dealt 
with,  but  where  there  is  not  sufBcient 
driving  power  behind  it  in  the  matter  of 
generu  interest  to  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  up  valuable  time  in  another 
pUoe  at  the  expense  of  some  other 
measures  which  they  think  of  more  im- 
portance. I  was  glad  to  hear  the  under- 
taking which  was  given  by  the  noble 
Earl  who  represents  the  Home  Office  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  a  Bill  of  a  larger  nature 
in  which  this  question  will  be  dealt  with, 
and  I  trust  that  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity this  measure  will  be  brought  before 
ParliamMit  and  carried  into  Uw. 

Lord  BIBBLESDALE  :  My  Lords,  I 
am  sorry  that  we  have  not  got  something 
more  like  a  promise  from  the  noble  Earl 
on  behalf  of  the  Goremment.  I  think 
the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  addressed  us 
lather  misunderstood  what  my  noble 
friend  Earl  Beauchamp  said,  for,  although 
he  stated  that  it  was  toe  intention  of  the 
Government  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 


the  Factory  Acts,  of  which  this  question 
would  be  part,  he  guarded  himself  by  say- 
ing that  the  time  next  session  was  very 
much  mortgaged,  and  the  Government 
might  not  be  able  to  introduce  the  Bill 
Therefore  we  are  left  in  a  state  of  un- 
certainty as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government. 

The  area  of  the  question  has  been  fully 
covered  by  the  noble  Earl  who  raised  it 
but  I  should  like  to  say  one  word  about 
the  small  two-handed  laundries.  As  a 
visitor  under  the  King  txlward  VII. 
Fund,  I  was  toKiav  visiting  a  large 
hospital,  and  I  remarked  to  my  co-visitor, 
who  is  a  doctor,  that  I  was  obliged  to  get 
back  to  the  House  of  Lords  because  of 
this  debate  on  the  laundry  question.  My 
co-visitor  at  once  replied  that  the  fact 
that  no  legislative  action  had  been  taken 
in  connection  with  these  small  bundries 
was  a  hazard  to  the  public  health.  We 
have  it,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Ritchie 
and  Mr.  Asquith,  that  the  law  as  it  stands 
is  incajmble  of  enforcement,  and  I  think 
that  is  a  great  slur  on  our  legislation.  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  declar  itions  of 
Mr.  Asquith  in  the  other  House  and  of 
Lord  Spencer  in  this  House,  constitute  au 
obligation  which  the  Government  cannot 
put  aside  by  a  nebulous  promise  of  the 
kind  that  has  just  been  given. 

Viscount  RIDLEY:  My  Lords,  I 
cannot  help  expressing  regret  that  we 
can  get  no  definite  undertaking  from  the 
Government  on  this  subject.  Those 
occupying  the  Ministerial  bench  are 
represented  as  the  Party  of  progress; 
yet  they  are  standing  in  exactly  the  same 
position  on  this  question  as  was  occupied 
ten  years  ago.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  other  House 
which  investigated  tbe  Bill  of  1901,  and  I 
know  well  that  at  that  time  the  question 
had  reached  a  degree  of  agreement  on  the 
part  of  all  sections  which  really  made  it  a 
matter  of  general  and  not  of  party  con- 
cern. We  now  have  in  power  a  Govern- 
ment which,  at  anv  rate,  commands  a 
large  majority,  and  here  is  a  useful 
measure  which  is  demanded  by  all  sections 
of  the  community  and  by  noble  Lords  of 
every  shade  of  opinion  m  this  House. 
Yet  we  can  get  no  definite  undertaking 
from  the  Government  beyond  shadowy 
and  vague  words. 

The  noble  Earl  who  represents  the 
Home  Office  referred  us  to  a  speech  made 
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by  the  Home  Secretary.  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  look  up  certain  remarks  by 
the  Prime  Minister  in  answer  tu  questions 
in  the  other  House.  In  one  answer  the 
the  Prime  Minister  said — 

"  I  understand  that  the  Home  Secretary  con- 
templates l^islation  next  Session  dealing  with 
convent  laundries." 

After  that  definite  statement  by  the 
Prime  Minister  further  questions  were 
put,  and  the  Prime  Minister  was  asked 
what  he  meant  by  his  statement.  He 
replied  that  a  Bill  would  be  introduced — 

"  If  it  is  found  to  be  within  the  competanoe 
and  the  necessities  of  the  Government  to  in- 
troduce it." 

That  is  a  phrase  which  moans  every- 
thing or  nothing.  I  do  not  think  we  on 
this  side  would  place  the  competence  of 
the  Government  highly,  but  I  suppose 
they  are  the  best  judges  of  their  own 
necessities.  What  wo  have  heard  to-day, 
however,  amounts  to  no  undertaking  of 
any  kind  whatever.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  my  noble  friend  who  has  raised  this 
question  will  not  relinquish  his  e£Ebrts 
until  some  more  definite  undertaking  on 
the  subject  has  been  given  by  His 
Majesty's  Government. 

Lord  BURGHCLEEE  :  My  Lords,  it 
is  unfortunate  that  the  noble  Viscount 
who  has  just  sat  down  should  have  intro- 
duced into  this  discussion  an  element  of 
Party  discord.  The  whole  of  his  speech 
was  an  attack  on  the  Government  of  the 
"day.  The  subject  was  introduced  in  an 
excellent  and  exhaustive  speech  by  the 
noble  Earl  opposite,  and  I  think  it  would 
have  been  better  if  the  tone  of  the  debate 
had  been  kept  to  that  standard.  It  is 
perfectly  true  that  the  noble  Earl  who 
represents  the  Home  Ofllce  did  not  give 
a  definite  promise  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  but  he  certainly'  led 
us  to  believe — and  the  most  rev. 
Primate  so  interpreted  his  statement — 
that  if  private  Members  would  not  press 
upon  Parliament  their  own  measures 
there  would  be  every  chance  of  the 
Government  taking  up  the  matter  in  the 
future.  The  object  we  have  at  heart  is 
supported  by  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  has  been  supported  in  Opposition 
both  by  Mr.  Asquith  and  by  the  noble 
earl  Lord  Spencer,  whose  absence  from 
this  House  we  all  regret.  "Although  it 
is  perfectly  true  that  the  n<jble  Earl  who 
replied  to-day  on  behalf  of  the.  Govern- 
ment did  not  give  us  any  definite  promise 

Viscoimi  Ridley, 


on  the  subject,  we  may  hope  that  the 
Government  will  give  it  their  anxious 
consideration  and  that  next  session  they 
will  bring  in  a  measure  dealing  with  it. 


FERTIUSERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS 
BILL. 

[Second  Keadino.] 
Order  of  the    Day   for  the    Second 
Beading  read. 

The  PRESIDENT  OF  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES 
(Earl  Carrinotom)  :  My  Lords,  this  is 
a  Bill  which  I  believe  will  meet  with  very 
little  opposition  at  the  hands  of  your 
Lordships.  Its  object  is  to  amend  the 
law  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  agricul- 
tural fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs,  and  it 
simply  carries  out  the  unanimous  recom- 
■mendations  of  a  Departmental  Committee 
on  the  Act  passed  in  1893.  That  Com- 
mittee was  presided  over  with  great 
ability  by  my  noble  friend  Lord  Burgh- 
clere,  to  whom  the  entire  credit  for  this 
measure  is  due. 

The  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  sonae- 
what  technical,  but  are  absolutely 
necessary.  The  initiative  in  putting  the 
Bill  into  operation  is  to  be  on  the  local 
authorities.  The  Bill  cheapens  and 
simplifies  the  procedure  for  taking 
analyses  and  samples,  and  it  compels  the 
seller  to  give  a  warranty  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  article  sold.  The  Earl  of  Durham 
expressed  to  me  some  alarm  with  regard 
to  one  of  the  provisions — Clause  6,  Sub- 
section 3 — which  gives  powers,  under 
certain  circumstances,  to  the  Board  over 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  preside. 
Clause  6  enacts  that  if  any  person  who 
sells  any  article  for  use  as  a  fertiliser  of 
the  soil  or  as  food  for  cattle  or  poultry 
commits  any  of  the  offences  set  torth  in 
the  clause,  he  shall,  without  prejudice  to 
any  civil  liability,  be  liable,  on  summary 
conviction  for  a  first  oifence  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  £20,  and  for  any  subsequent 
offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £50.  As 
this  is  a  criminal  prosecution  the  offender 
would,  of  course,  be  brought  up  before  the 
magistrate  and  be  placed  in  the  dock. 
Traders  feel  that  there  would  be  hardship 
about  this,  and  that  some  prosecution 
might  be  brought  forward  which  was  not 
quite  fair,  and,  though  the  dealer  would  be 
acquitted  with  flymg  colours,  it  would 
always  be  possible  for  his  enemies  to  say- 
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that  he  had  been  brought  before  the 
magistrates,  and  this  would  be  a  slur  on 
his  character. 

Many  of  the  dealers  in  these  fertillsere 
and  feeding  stuffs  are  men  of  great 
repatation  and  honour,  and  thev  some- 
what object  to  the  possibilitj — I  admit 
the  small  possibility — of  such  a  thing  as  I 
have  referred  to  ha^«ning.  It  is  there- 
fore provided  in  the  Bill  that  a  prosecution 
ksratB.  offence  under  this  section  shall  not 
be  instituted  except  with  the  consent  of 
the  Board  of  Agricultare  and  Fisheries. 
I  firmly  believe  that  this  is  an  adequate 
safeguard,  and  one  of  which,  under  the 
exceptional  circumstances,  your  Lordships 
will  approve.  I  am  convinced  that  the 
Bill  ^1  be  a  protection  of  agricultural 
interests,  and  as  it  is  introduced  by  one 
who  is  the  grandson  of  the  first  man  con- 
nected with  commerce  and  trade  who  had 
the  honour  of  a  seat  in  your  Lordships' 
House  I  hope  that  the  traders  in  this 
great  industry  will  believe  that  the  Bill  is 
not  altogether  unfair  to  themselves. 

Moved,  »  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»" 
■—(£arl  Carrington). 

Lord  BURGHCLERE:  My  Lords, 
as  I  had  the  honour  of  being  the  author 
of  the  Act  of  1893,  which  I  piloted 
through  the  House  of  Commons,  and  as  I 
was  also  president  of  the  Committee  on 
whose  recommendations  this  Bill  is 
founded,  I  think  I  should  be  wanting  in 
respect  to  your  Lordships'  House  if  I  did 
not  address  a  few  words  to  you  upon  it. 
The  Act  of  1893  was  founded  on  the 
recommendations  of  a  Committee 
appointed  by  my  predecessor,  Mr. 
Chaplin.  That  Committee  did  not  pro- 
duce a  unanimous  Report,  and  we  founded 
our  Bill  of  1893  on  those  recommenda- 
tions which  were  thought  best  suited  to 
the  purpose  we  had  in  view.  The  Act  of 
1893  was  of  considerable  benefit  to 
farmers  and  agriculturists  generally ;  but, 
as  happens  to  the  best  of  legislation  as 
time  goes  by,  it  has  been  found  that  some 
alteration  in  it  is  decidedly  necessary. 
My  noble  friend  Lord  Onslow  appointed 
s  Committee  of  which,  as  I  have  said,  I 
was  chairman,  and,  unlike  the  Committee 
<A  1892,  we  unanimously  recommended 
certain  distinct  provisions,  and  when  I 
tell  your  Lordships  that  that  Committee 
bad  upon  it  both  producers  and  con- 
sumers,  both  traders    and    farmers,     I 
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think  you  will  agree  that  a  unanimous 
decision  from  such  a  body  is  deserving  of 
consideration. 

The  measure  contains  the  recommenda- 
tions which  that  Committee  made,  and  as 
I  may  claim  to  be  not  only  the  father  but 
perhaps  the  grandfather  of  this  particular 
measure  I  have  nothing  but  words  of  praise 
for  it.  With  regard  to  the  point  which 
Lord  Durham  brought  to  the  notice  of  my 
noble  friend  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  I  entirely  agree  to  the 
condition  that  prosecutions  should  only  be 
instituted  with  the  consent  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  I  think  this  is  suffi- 
cient safeguard  to  the  traders  concerned. 
We  had  on  the  Committee  of  whom  I  was 
chairman  very  distinguished  representa- 
tives of  the  trade  in  question.  They 
were  delighted  that  this  provision 
was  put  in,  and  I  am  certain  I  am  speak- 
ing in  their  name  when  I  say  they  are 
perfectly  satisfied  that  such  a  provision 
will  safeguard  them  from  any  frivolous 
prosecution.  There  may  be  one  or  two 
points  to  which  I  shall  draw  your  Lord- 
ships' attention  in  Committee.  For  the 
present,  I  congratulate  the  noble  Earl  on 
having  introduced  the  Bill,  and  I  believe 
it  will  be  of  considerable  service  to  that 
great  industry  of  agriculture  which  we 
find  it  extremely  difiScuIt  to  help  except 
by  legislation  of  this  kind.  I  hope  that 
in  the  circumstances  your  Lordships  will 
give  the  BUI  a  Second  Reading. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


OPEN  SPACES  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 

Ea«l  CARRINGTON:  My  Lords, 
this  is  simply  a  measure  to  consolidate 
the  existing  enactments  relating  to  open 
spaces.  The  Acts  which  it  consolidates 
are  simply  permissive.  The  Bill  is 
strongly  supported  by  Lord  Meatb  and 
the  Metropolitan  Public  Gardens  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Commons  Preservation 
Society  have  also  expressed  themselves 
in  its  favour.  It  has  passed  through  all 
its  stages  without  the  slightest  difficulty 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  the 
same  Bill    as   that   which  passed  your 
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liordsbips'  House  last  year.     In  these 

circumstances    I    hope  your    Lordships 

will    again    this    year  give  the  Bill   a 
Second  Reading. 

Moved,  «  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»" 
{Earl  CarringUm). 

The  chairman  of  COMMITEES 
(The  Earl  of  Onslow):  Do  I  gather 
from  the  noble  Earl  that  this  is  absolutely 
a  Consolidation  Bill,  and  that  no  new 
provisions  are  introduced  1 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  can  give  that 
absolute  assurance  to  the  House.  It  is 
merely  a  Bill  to  consolidate  the  existing 
Acts  on  the  subject,  which  are  in  a  very 
confused  condition. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


GROUND  GAMB  BILL, 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  My  Lords,  in 
moving  the  Third  Reading  of  this  Bill  I 
hope  I  am  not  too  optimistic  in  expressing 
the  hope  that  it  will  pass  into  law,  but  as 
the  BiU  has  been  amended  by  your  Lord- 
ships it  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  other 
House  for  their  consent  to  those  Amend- 
ments before  it  can  become  law.  I  do 
not  know  whether  your  Lordships'  Amend- 
ments obtain  a  hearing  in  another  place 
without  any  special  provision  being  made 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Government,  but 
if  it  is  not  so,  I  do  trust  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  give  the  trifling  facilities 
necessary  for  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  It 
would  be  a  matter  of  deep  disappointment 
and  regret  to  many  of  the  tenant  farmers 
and  the  small  sheep  farmers  of  Scotland 
if,  through  the  action  of  the  present 
Government,  who  are  the  political 
descendants  of  those  who  passed  with 
great  difficulty  and  great  courage  the 
original  Ground  Game  Act,  they  were 
deprived  of  the  benefits  they  hope  to 
Secure  from  this  small  measure. 

Moved  "  That  theBill  be  now  read  3»  "— 
(Lord  Burghclere.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*  with  the 
Amendments. 

Earl  Carrington. 


Lord  HAMILTON  of  DALZELL 
moved  to  amend  Clause  2,  which  extends 
the  right  of  occupiers  of  moorlands,  etc., 
to  kill  ground  game  between  September  1 
and  December  1 0,  by  the  addition  of 
words  providing  that  this  should  be  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  occupiers'  existing 
rights  under  the  Ground  Game  Act,  1880. 
The  noble  Lord  said:  My  Lords,  the 
Amendment  standing  in  my  name  on  the 
Paper  is  a  purely  drafting  one.  Its  object 
is  to  make  clear  that  the  additional  period 
of  three  months  during  which  farmers  on 
moorlands  are  allowed  to  kill  ground  game 
is  really  in  addition  to,  and  not  in  sub- 
stitution for,  the  period  during  which 
they  already  exercise  that  right.  The 
necessity  for  these  words  was  pointed  out 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  James  of 
Hereford,  and  I  understand  the  Amend- 
ment has  the  full  approval  of  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  and  also  of 
Lord  Saltoun. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  II,  after  the  word  'shall ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  without  prejudice  to  his 
existing  rights  under  that  Act.' "—(Lord 
Hamitton  oj  Dalzell.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Moved,  «  That  the  BiU  do  pass."— 

{Lord  Eurghdere.) 

Thb  Earl  of  GALLOWAY :  Before 
the  Bill  passes  I  should  like  to  be  assured 
that  this  Amendment  does  not  increase 
the  penalty  on  the  landlord,  as  would 
appear  from  the  drafting,  or  interfere 
with  the  right  of  free  contract.  If  that 
is  thoroughly  understood  I  think  the 
House  might  pass  the  Bill,  although  at 
the  same  time  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
will  do  great  injury  to  grouse  moors  in 
ScotlanoL 

Lord  BURGHCLERE:  I  can  assure 
the  noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down 
that  the  Amendment  which  has  been 
inserted  on  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord 
who  represents    the    Scottish    OflSee   is 

Ewely  of  a  drafting  character  and  has 
een  inserted  on  the  initiative  of  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  Lord  James  of 
Hereford.  Personally  I  do  not  think  it 
is  necessary,  but  at  the  same  time  it  can 
do  no  harm.  It  merely  ensures  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  which  have  been 
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■aeo^>tod   by  the  whole  'Hooae,  shall  be 
carried  out. 

Oa  Questioa,  Bill  passed,  and  returned 
10  the  Commons. 


LABOURERS   (IRELAND)    BILL. 
[Skcond  Rsadiho.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing lead. 

Lord  DENMAN:  My  Lorda,  in 
zidng  to  move  the  Second  Reading 
ot  tJiis  Bill  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  trespass  for  a  few  moments 
on  the  attention  of  your  Lordships,  in 
the  first  place  because  diis  Bill  was  one 
•of  those  mentioned  in  the  gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne ;  and,  secondly,  because 
it  is  die  most  important  Bill  deatins  with 
Ireland  that  will  oe  laid  before  Parliament 
Coring  the  present  year.  It  came  to 
jroor  Lordships'  House  in  a  somewhat 
miiqae  position,  as  it  passed  through 
another  fdace  without  opposition  from  uiy 
Party  or  any  section.  It  received  the 
-eommend^oB  of  all  parties  and  the 
idessiiig  of  Gtentlemen  so  widely  apart  in 
pt^tics  as  the  kte  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  Mr.  Walter  Long,  Mr.  Redmond. 
Oolonel  Saunderson,  Mr.  Dillon,  and 
many  other  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  are  not  usually  unanimous  in 
giving  praise  to  any  particular  measure. 
With  regard  to  its  introduction  here,  I 
may  say  that  it  has  made  its  appearance 
ntiier  suddenly  in  this  House  owing  to 
its  unexpectedly  rapid  passage  through 
aiwther  place,  and  I  have  to  thank  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  certain  other  noble  Lords 
vho  take  a  keen  interest  in  Irish  affairs, 
for  assenting  that  this  measure  should  not 
be  unduly  delayed,  if,  indeed,  it  may  not 
be  accelerated,  in  its  passage  through 
this  House. 

I  had  intended  to  say  a  few  words 
r^arding  the  defects  of  former  Labourers 
Actfi,  and  how  it  was  hoped  the  present 
measTira  would  remedy  those  defects ; 
bat  I  think  I  shall  be  better  consulting 
the  ooDvemenoe  of  the  House  if  I  pass  at 
«nce  to  what  are,  after  all,  the  most 
important  proposals  under  this  Bill — 
namely,  the  financial  proposals.  This 
Bill  proposes  to  sanction  the  building  of 
25,000  cottageh  in  Ireland  at  a  cost 
of    some     £4,250,000     sterling.       The 

VOL  CLXIL    [Fourth  Skriks.] 


Chief  Secretary  has  estimated  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Bill  that  these 
cottages  will  cost  on  an  average  XI 70 — 
that  IS  to  say,  £130  for  the  building  and 
£40  for  the  plot  of  land  up  to  an  acre 
which  goes  with  it;  but  it  has  been 
represented  to  him  that  the  probable  cost 
of  the  cottages  will  be  rather  less,  and 
that  he  has  if  anything  over-estimated 
the  e^qienditure  under  this  heading.  It 
is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  more  than 
the  2S,000  cottages  named  in  the  BiU — 
possibly  nearer  30,000 — may  be  erected 
for  the  £4,250,000  which  the  Bill  pro 
vides.  To  meet  interest  and  sinking 
fund  an  annuity  at  the  rate  of  3^  per 
cent,  is  to  be  provided  for.  This  will 
amount  to  about  £138,000,  which  will  be 
an  annual  charge  that  will  have  to  be 
met.  It  is  proposed  to  meet  this 
charge  in  the  foUowing  way.  A  certain 
sum  is  realised  by  the  reduction  in 
certain  judicial  appointments.  One 
judgeship  is  to  be  suspended,  which 
gives  us  £3,500  a  year ;  another  has 
sJready  been  suspended,  and  the  salary 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  has 
been  reduced  from  £8,000  to  £6,000. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  I  Not  yet. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  Well,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  it  should  be  reduced. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  It  has  been 
proposed  for  the  last  20  yean. 

Lord  DENMAN :  It  is  proposed 
under  this  Bill  that  it  should  be  reduced 
from  £8,000  to  £6,000. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE :  It  is  not  done 
under  this  Bill ;  it  is  referred  to  as  an 
expectation. 

Lord  DENMAN :  I  have  no  doubt 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  is  correct. 
At  all  events  there  is  an  expectation  that 
the  reduction  will  take  place.  It  is 
hoped  that  under  the  heading  to  which  1 
have  just  referred  £9,000  a  year  may  be 
realised.  Then  it  is  proposed  to  take 
from  the  Petty  Sessional  Clerks'  Fund  in 
Ireland,  which  at  present  stands  at  some- 
thing like  £170,000,  the  sum  of  £150,000, 
and  to  invest  it  and  use  the  interest  in 
the  part  payment  of  this  annual  charge. 
It  is  also  proposed  to  take  a  sum  of 
£70,000  from  the  Irish  Development 
Grant  after  the  end  of  March  of  next 
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year.  Up  till  that  time  I  understand  the 
money  is  required  under  the  provisiona 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Act.  These  two 
sums  together  amount  to  JE220,000  and 
they  will  furnish  some  X7,000  a  year.  It 
is  tnen  proposed  to  take  £6,000  a  year 
from  the  grant  from  the  Treasury  to  Irish 
County  councils,  which  is  for  the  purpose 
of  building  cottages.  These  three  sums 
together  give  us  a  total  of  £22,000  a 
year  from  Irish  sources.  Then  it  is  pro- 
posed that  £28,000  a  year  should  be  paid 
from  the  Treasury  into  the  Irish  Develop- 
ment Grant  Fund  and  should  be  taken 
from  that  fund  for  the  purpose  of  this 
Bill.  That  gives  us  £50,000  a  year,  and 
leaves  £88,000  to  be  found. 

The  task  of  levying  the  rent  will  be 
left  to  the  rural  district  councils  in  Ire- 
land. They  will  fix  the  amount  of  the 
rent,  but  the  Chief  Secretary  has  calcur 
lated  that  on  an  average  the  rent  of 
these  cottages  will  be  at  the  rate  of  Is.  a 
week.  No  doubt  in  some  localities  the 
rent  will  be  considerably  more,  and  pos- 
sibly in  some  it  will  be  less  ;  but,  taking 
this  as  an  average  rent,  it  will  give 
a  sum  of  £65,000  a  year  which  we 
can  devote  to  the  part  payment  of  the 
annual  charge.  A  sum  of  £23,000  is 
therefore  left  to  be  provided,  and  the 
(l^hief  Secretary  hopes  to  get  this  by 
throwing  it  as  a  chai'ge  on  the 
rates.  If  we  compare  this  charge  of 
£23,000  on  the  rates  with  the  charges 
which  previous  Labourers  Acts  in  Ireland 
have  imposed  upon  the  same  source  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  compares  very  favour- 
ably. Under  previous  Acts  17,400 
cottages  have  been  built  and  have  thrown 
a  charge  upon  the  rates  of  about  £60,000 
a  year.  Under  this  Bill  it  is  proposed 
to  provide  25,000  cottages  at  a  cost^  not 
of  £60,000  but  of  £23,000.  That,  I 
think  your  Lordships  will  agree,  is  a  very 
considerable  improvement.  Your  Lord- 
ships will,  perhaps,  notice  that  the  most 
striking  of  these  financial  proposals  is 
the  grant  of  £28,000  from  the  Treasury. 
It  was,  I  believe,  foretold  by  the  late 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Mr. 
Wyndhara,  that  no  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  ever  agree  to  contribute 
such  a  sum  from  the  Treasury.  Well, 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is 
contributing  this  sum,  and  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  argee  that  a  grant  of 
money  could  not  be  employed  for  a  better 
purpose  than  for  ameliorating  the  lot  of 

Lord  Denman. 


this  poor  and  hardly-pressed'  dass  of  the- 
community.  That  is  a  brief  outline  of 
the  financial  proposals  of  this  Bill 

I  will  now  touch  briefly  upon  one  or- 
two  other  matters  which,  tbough  they 
are  not  of  such  magnitude  in  them- 
selves, are  nevertheless  points  of  con- 
siderable importance.  I  will  first  of  all 
take  the  question  of  appeal..  This  is  ai 
question  which  has  ceceived  the  very 
earnest  and  careful  consideration  of  th» 
Chief  Secretary.  Under  the  existing, 
law  an  appeal  can  be  made  from  the- 
Local  Government.  Board  to  the  Privy 
Council,  but  it  is  considered  essential  to- 
abolish  this  appeal  so  far  as.  this  Act  ia 
csncerned  on  account  of  the  delay  and 
expense-,  which  would  be  entirely  out  of 
pnoportion  to  the  small  sums  and  the- 
comparatively  small  area  •f  property 
dealt  with.  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  very  carefully  considered  the  matter, 
and  have  come  to  the  conclusioH  that  the- 
most  reasonable  course  to  pursue  is  to< 
follow  the  precedent  of  the  English  Local 
€k>vemment  Act  of  1894,.  where,  in  th» 
case  of  Orders  conferring  power  to  acquire- 
land  compulsorily  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Allotment  Acts  and  other  local  purposes, 
the  decision  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  final.  It  is  proposed  to  follow 
a  similar  procedure  with  regard  to  the 
present  Bill. 

It  may  possibly  interest  noble  Lords 
if  I  state  what  the  exact  procedure  under 
this  Bill  will  be.  An  inspector  of  the- 
Local  Government  Board  will  hold  a 
preliminary  inquiry  and  will  consider 
all  objections  made  by  persons  interested. 
He  will  then  make  a  Provisional  Order 
confirming  the  scheme,  but,  tf  an  appeal 
is  lodged,  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  consider  a  full  report  of  the  evidence 
taken  at  the  original  inquiry  and  they  may 
make  such  further  local  inquiry  as  they 
think  necessary,  and  may  then  confirm  or- 
disallow  the  Order  of  the  inspector.  It  is 
hoped  that  by  this  means  a  decision  may 
be  come  to  by  an  impartial  authority,, 
which  will  have  the  advantage  of  speed 
and  economy,  as  compared  wi^  the  costly 
and  somewhat  lengthy  procedure  of  the- 
old  system  of  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council.  As  in  these  cases  the  question- 
will  be  one  of  fact  rather  than  ef  law,  it 
is  obviously  unnecessary  that  the 
authority  of  such  a  high  judicial  tribunal 
as  the  Privy  Council  should  be  invoked 
for  this  purpose. 
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Amongst  other  reforms  contemplated 
in  this  Bill,  I  might  mention  the  simplifi- 
cstion  of  title  to  land  under  Clause  11, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  considerably  reduce 
legal  procedure,  and  the  expenses  atten- 
dant upon  the  building  of  cottages,  by  the 
furnishing  of  model  schemes  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  rural  district 
councib.  I  think  I  need  not  dwell  at 
any  length  at  this  stage  of  the  Bill  upon 
these  p»irticular  points.  I  may  mention, 
in  passing,  that  it  is  proposed  that  the 
Act  should  become  law  on  November  1st 
of  this  year.  Among  other  provisoes  in 
the  Bill  is  one  which  it  is  hoped  will 
effect  a  great  improvement — namely, 
that  which  provides  for  the  compulsory 
registration  of  all  land  taken  by  the 
disitrict  council  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Labourers  Acts.  These,  I  thank,  are  the 
chief  points  in  the  Bill. 

I  will  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  if 
this  Bill,  when  it  becomes  law,  succeeds 
in  realising  the  hopes  which  have  been 
founded  upon  it  in  Ireland,  it  will  do 
much.  It  will  substitute  decent  dwell- 
ings where  hitherto  frequently  only 
hovels  have  existed  ;  it  will  introduce 
new  methods  of  sanitation  ;  it  will  help 
to  check  the  spread  of  disease,  and  it  will 
contribute,  to  what  degree  of  course  it  is 
impossible  at  present  to  forecast,  but  to 
some  degree  at  all  events,  to  the  general 
well-being  and  prosperity  of  Ireland.  And 
if  it  is  possible  for  it  to  achieve  so  much,  I 
think  that  in  doing  so  it  may  achieve 
even  more.  It  may  tend  to  stem  the 
tide  of  emigration,  which  has  been 
ebbing  steadily  from  the  shores  of 
Ireland  to  other  countries  for  more  than 
forty  years.  It  may  serve  as  some 
inducement  to  this  class  of  Irishmen  to 
live  their  lives  in  the  land  they  love 
instead  of  leaving  it,  and  it  is  in  the 
earnest  hope  that  in  its  passage  through 
this  House  the  Bill,  far  from  being 
weakened,  may  rather  be  strengthened 
to  meet  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
framed,  that  I  now  beg  to  move  the 
Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  read  2»."— 
(Lord  Denman.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  My  Lords, 
your  Lordships  will  have  gathered  from 
the  clear  statement  which  has  just  been 
made  by  the  noble  Lord  what  are  the 
main  provisions  and  intentions  of  this  Bill. 


I  am  sure  there  is  no  one  in  this  House- 
who  does  not  entirely  concur  in  the- 
aspiration  that  the  passing  of  the  measure 
will  achieve  such  good  results,  for  I  do 
not  think  there  is  in  any  part  of  th» 
House  the  slightest  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  any  measure- 
who  will  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  Irish  labourers  and  give  to 
them  better  and  more  sanitary  homes, 
I  know,  from  a  very  wide  experience  in 
Ireland  of  administering  such  legislation, 
that  there  is  a  very  urgent  need,  in  the 
interests  of  the  health  and  general  well 
being  of  our  population,  for  providing^ 
better  dwellings. 

Your  Lordships  will,  of  course,  consider, 
if  your  attention  is  invited  to  them,  the 
different  clauses  of  the  Bill.  I  am  not 
sure  how  far  it  may  be  competent  for 
your  Lordships  to  review  the  financial 
proposals  that  were  so  clearly  stated  bv" 
the  noble  Lord,  but  a  good  deal  of  moner 
is  required  to  carry  the  Bill  out.  Whether 
25,000  houses  with  an  acre  of  land 
attached  can  be  provided  at  the  moderate 
figure  suggested  I  do  not  know.  I  only 
hope  that  the  money  mentioned  will  be 
adequate.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss 
any  of  the  financial  proposals  now, 
although  I  believe  extreme  dissatisfaction 
has  been  expressed  in  Ulster  on  the  ground 
that  the  Bill  will  remove  from  that 
province  and  send  to  other  parts  of 
Ireland  money  deliberately  appropriated, 
to  certain   portions  of  that  province. 

It  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind,  in  con- 
sidering this  question,  that  you  have  not 
only  to  provide  the  money  for  the  erection 
of  the  cottages  and  the  acquisition  of  the 
plots  to  go  with  them,  but  you  have  to 
consider  how  you  are  to  get  the  land.  So 
long  as  it  is  a  matter  of  agreement  there 
will  be  no  ditficulty  ;  but  it  is  a  different 
thing  when  it  comes  to  the  taking  of  land 
compulsorily.  That  is  a  matter  which 
will  have  to  be  very  closely  watched  in 
the  interests  of  those  whose  property 
may  be  affected.  It  may  be,  ana  often  is, 
necessary  in  the  public  interest— before- 
which  everyone  must  bow,  but  bow  under 
just,  fair,  and  reasonable  conditions — that 
land  should  be  acquired  compulsorily  for 
certain  purposes.  But  this  is  a  mat- 
ter which  should  be  adequately  safe- 
guarded. The  question  is  of  importance 
to  every  one  of  your  Lordships,  even  to 
those  who  have  not  the  privilege  of  com- 
ing from  Ireland,   because  a   prominent 
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member  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
has  recently  stated  in  the  House  of  Ck>m> 
mons  that  he  contemplated  the  extension 
of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  to  England 
at  an  early  date.  That  may  possibly 
induce  a  wider  and  closer  attention  to  the 
observations  and  criticisms  that  may  be 
mnde  with  regard  to  the  compulsory 
taking  of  land. 

The  Irish  Labourers  Code  is  not  a 
Code  of  yesterday ;  it  is  a  very  old  one 
— it  started  in  1883.  I  well  remember 
its  introduction.  Mr.  Gladstone  was  at 
that  time  Prime  Minister,  and  so  jealous 
was  Parliament  about  taking  away  a 
man's  land  compulsorily  against  his  will 
that  the  full  machinery  of  Provisiond 
Orders  that  had  to  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment and  passed  aa  Acts  of  Parliament 
was  invoked  as  a  safeguard.  It  was 
thought,  and  I  assented  at  the  time,  that 
that  was  too  long  and  too  expensive  a 
machinery  to  be  applied  in  the  case  of 
land  that  might  be  required  for  purposes 
of  erecting  labourers  cottages,  and  another 
mechanism  was  substituted  to  meet  the 
case.  A  hearing  before  the  Privy  Council 
was  substituted  where  an  owner  was 
(lissatisOed  with  his  land  being  taken 
compulsorily.  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
sitting  at  the  hearing  of  19  out  of  20  of 
those  appeals,  because  the  president  of 
that  tribunal  is  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  assisted  by  Judges  of  the  High 
Court.  That  is  the  tribunal  now  in 
existence.  I  admit  that  it  is  too  strong 
for  the  purpose  of  this  Bill,  but  I  con- 
tend that  there  must  be  a  judicial 
tribunal  to  consider  under  what  con- 
ditions the  compulsory  taking  of  land 
should  be  sanctioned. 

The  points  to  be  decided  here  are 
not  points  which  can  be  dealt  with  off 
hand.  The  Code  comprises  a  great  many 
Acts  of  Parliament.  It  is  not  legal  to 
put  a  cottage  where  it  would  interfere 
with  the  amenity  of  residence,  and  it  is 
not  legal  to  erect  one  in  a  demesne  or 
home  farm  or  on  lands  usually  enjoyed 
with  them.  There  are  other  legal  points 
to  be  considered,  and  there  are  also  facts  as 
to  the  site.  A  site  might  be  selected  owing 
to  the  unpopularity  of  a  certain  person 
or  for  other  indirect  motives.  Sites  have 
been  selected  in  the  past  in  some  cases  in 
a  way  which  did  not  commend  themselves 
to  impartial  persons.  Therefore  there 
will  be  many  points  to  be  considered  by 

Lord  Ashbourne. 


the  appellate  authority.  Originally  Parlia- 
ment decided  these  points.  At  present 
the  tribunal  in  Ireland  is  the  Privy 
CounciL  For  that  it  is  now  proposed  to 
substitute  an  inspector  of  the  Ixtcal 
Government  Board,  who  shall  have  power 
to  make  a  Provisional  Order.  The  like 
of  it  was  never  known  before  in  any 
legislation. 

At  present  this  is  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  highest  legal  tribunal  in  Ireland. 
Under  this  Bill  it  is  proposed  to  substi- 
tute an  inspector  of  the  Local  Govem- 
ment  Board,  from  whose  decision  there  is 
to  be  an  appeal  to  his  own  Board.  I  have 
every  respect  for  the  Local  Government 
Board — I  have  the  honour  of  knowing  all 
its  members  —but  it  is  not  stated  in  the 
Bill  that  there  is  to  be  an  appeal  to  them. 
As  I  understand  an  appeal,  the  tribunal 
should  hear  the  parties  and  see  the 
witnesses.  The  Local  Government 
Board  will  not  see  either  of  the 
parties  or  hear  any  of  the  witnesses. 
They  will  be  given  for  perusal  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  and  the  report 
of  the  inspector.  But  is  that  an  appeal  1 
If  they  do  not  like  what  they  read  they 
can  send  down  an  inspector  to  make  an- 
other report ;  they  may  have  a  cartload 
of  reports,  but  they  will  not  see  either  of 
the  parties  or  hear  any  of  the  witnesses. 
In  no  sense  of  the  term  can  that  be 
called  an  appeal.  I  wish  to  be  perfectly 
frank  upon  this  question,  and  I  must  say 
it  is  impossible  to  regard  any  appeal  as 
satisfactory  which  does  not  give  the 
parties  the  option  of  getting  at  a  judicial 
mind,  of  going  before  some  persons 
accustomed  to  weigh  and  balance  evi 
dence.  I  do  not  now  take  any  absolute 
stand  as  to  the  form  the  tribunal  should 
take,  but  I  shall  not  be  satisfied  if  an  op- 
portunity is  not  given  to  the  parties  of  sub- 
mitting their  case  to  some  judicial  mind. 

♦Lord  CLONBEOCK  :  My  Lords,  I 
fully  concur  in  what  has  fallen  from  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  as  to  the  excel- 
lent objects  of  this  Bill.  I  am  sure  every 
one  would  desire  to  see  the  labourers  of 
Ireland  living  in  proper  sanitary  booses 
instead  of  the  miserable  hovels  in  which 
in  some  places  they  are  still  condemned 
to  live.  But  it  sometimes  happens  that 
a  measure  of  this  kind,  which  may  have 
originated  with  the  best  intentions,  is 
diverted  from  its  ordinary  course  and 
made  to  assume  one  which  was  'never 
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antdcipated  and  which  the    originators 
would  most  strongly  deprecate. 

The  previous  Lahourers  Acts  have 
undoubtedly  done  great  good,  but  pro- 
ceedings under  them  have  been  taken 
from  unworthy  motives.  My  noble  and 
learned  friend  has  had  great  experience, 
having  presided  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Judicial  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  he  has  pointed  out  that  what  he  de- 
scribed as  indirect  motives  have  very  often 
actuated  the  promoters  of  schemes  for 
labourers  cottages.  I  have  had  the  hon- 
our of  sitting  once  or  twice  on  the 
Judicial  Committee,  and  it  is  in  my 
recollection  that  cases  have  come  before 
us  where  sites  for  cottages  have  been 
chosen  from  purposes  of  spite,  owiog  to  the 
fanner  or  the  owner  having  become 
unpopular  in  the  neighbourhood,  possibly 
through  not  adhering  to  the  policy  of  the 
United  Irish  League  or  something  of  thit 
kind.  I  remember  great  surprise  being 
expressed  on  one  occasion  that  such  a 
scheme  bad  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  It  is  there- 
fore most  necessary  that  there  should  be 
some  court  of  appeal  where  such  matters 
would  be  thoroughly  scrutinised,  and 
were  all  the  legal  aspects  of  the  case 
would  be  considered,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  chance  of  a  measure  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  one  class  of  the  population 
being  turned  into  a  sort  of  engine  of 
oppression  on  other  classes. 

Apart  from  motives  such  as  I  h^ve 
described,  it  often  happens  that  un- 
reasonable representations  are  made  for 
cottages,  and  increased  facilities  will  now 
be  given  for  making  these  representa- 
tions. In  the  original  Act  the  represen- 
tation that  came  before  the  board  of 
guardians,  the  body  whch  then  had  the 
conduct  of  these  matters,  had  to  be 
signed  by  12  persons.  By  the  Purchase 
Act  of  1903  that  number  was  reduced  to 
■ix,  and  now  it  is,  by  this  BiU,  to  be 
reduced  to  three.  The  greater  the  facili- 
ties given  for  these  representations  the 
greater  will  be  their  number,  and  the 
more  unreasonable  it  may  be  anticipated 
will  be  some  of  the  demands.  As  it  is, 
die  Act  has  not  been  always  worked  in 
die  most  reasonable  manner  and  mistakes 
have  been  made.  I  have  heard  of  cases 
where  labourers  cottages  are  now  stand- 
ing vacant  owing  to  diDiculty  in  finding 
occupants.  I  have  heard  of  a  cottage 
being  occupied  by  a  fiddler,  and  of  a  case 


where    it    was    attempted    to    give     a 

cottage  to  a    coachman  on   the  ground 

that      he     might     be     considered    an 

agricidtural    labourer  because    his  wife 

.  had  planted  a  crop  of  potatoes.     I  must, 

I  however,  add  that  in  the  latter  case  I  do 

!  not   believe    that    the    application    was 

attended  with  success.      But   it  shows 

how  carefully  all  such  matters  should  be 

scrutinised.  ' 

Mv  noble  and  learned  friend  the  late 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  alluded  to  the 
provision  respecting  the  taking  of  land  by 
compulsion.  There  is  a  very  remarkable 
:  sub-section  in  the  Bill  which  prohibits  the 
I  question  of  compulsion  being  taken  into 
\  account  in  fixing  the  price  of  the  land.  It 
has  always  been  the  custom,  in  taking 
land  oompulsorily  for  any  purpose,  to 
make  allowance  for  the  fact  of  its  being  so 
taken.  Whether  or  not  the  fact  of  com- 
pulsion ought  to  be  taken  into  account  in 
every  case,  it  certainly  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  very  strong  measure  to  fetter  the  hands 
of  the  arbitrator  and  prevent  him  taking 
this  course  where  he  thinks  it  necessary. 

It  may  be  said  that  these  are  small 
plots  of  land  and  that  the  diiTerence  in 
the  amount  awarded  by  the  arbitrator, 
whether  he  took  compulsion  into 
account  or  not,  would  not  be  material 
But  it  is  a  most  dangerous  prece- 
dent in  view  of  future  legislation ;  and 
I  commend  this  to  the  attention  of  all 
noble  Lords,  whether  they  come  from 
Ireland  or  not,  because  we  are  told  on 
high  authority,  as  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  reminded  the  House,  that  a  measure 
drawn  on  the  lines  of  this  one  is  to  be 
introduced  at  an  early  date  for  Eng- 
land. I  would  impress  upon  the 
House  the  danger  of  laying  down  that 
DO  allowance  shall  ever  be  made  in 
respect  of  the  purchase  being  compul- 
sory. There  are  several  other  points  in 
regard  to  which  Amendments  will  be  pro- 
posed. But  these  Amendments  will  not 
affect  the  structure  of  th^  Bill,  and  will, 
I  hope,  have  a  favourable  reception  at  the 
hands  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  If 
they  are  adopted  the  result  may  be  a  Bill 
which  will  confer  great  benefit  on  the 
class  concerned  without  inflicting  injustice 
on  any  other  class. 

Th«  Earl  of  DUNEAVEN:  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  congratu- 
lation that  even  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  a  first-class  Government  Bill  baa 
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at  last  come  up  to  this  House,  and  a  Bill 
^hich  in  its  character  is  likely  to  commend 
itself  generally  to  nohle  liords  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  Speaking  personally, 
H8  an  Irish  ex-landlord,  or  a  limited 
occupying  owner — I  am  not  quite  sure 
exactly  what  I  am — but  speaking  as  an 
Irishman,  I  would  like  to  express  my 
personal  satisfaction  that  a  Bill  has  come 
up  to  your  Lordships'  House  which,  if 
passed,  will,  I  am  sure,  be  capable  of 
adding  materially  to  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland. 

It  has  been  mentioned  both  by  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  Lord  Ashbourne 
and  by  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat 
down  that  legislation  of  a  similar  character 
will  probably  be  undertaken  as  affecting 
Great  Britam,  and  that  being  so  it  is  quite 
proper  that  your  Lordships  should  look 
at  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  rather  with 
&  view  to  the  effect  that  similar  legislation 
may  have  in  this  country.  But  I  would 
ask  your  Lordships  at  the  same  time  to 
remember  that  the  circumstances  of 
Ireland  in  every  respect,  financial,  social, 
and  economical,  are  quite  peculiar,  and 
that  this  Bill  is  only  applicable  to  that 
portion  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Bill  will  be  considered 
by  your  Lordships  on  its  merits,  and  with 
a  view  to  seeing  how  its  provisions  will 
meet  the  peculiar  requirements  of  that 
portion  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  which 
it  applied. 

I  have  said  that  circumstances  in 
Ireland  are  pecular.  They  are  peculiar 
in  this  respect,  as  affecting  this  Bill,  that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  draw  a 
'distinct  line,  as  can  be  done  in  England, 
between  the  labouring  class  and  the  farm- 
ing class.  The  two  classes  merge  quite 
imperceptibly  one  in  the  other,  and  it  has 
always  been  felt  that  legislation  inter- 
fering in  any  way  with  the  relations  of 
landlord  and  tenant  of  necessity  required 
remedial  legislation  also  affecting  the 
other  class  interested  in  land — the  labour- 
ing class,  otherwise  injustice  would  be 
<done.  I  think,  therefore,  that  your  Lord- 
ships should  look  upon  this  Bill  as  not 
only  a  Bill  designed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
labourers  of  Ireland,  but  also  a  measure 
which  is  really  a  necessary  complement 
of  the  Act  of  1903 — a  Bill  necessary  to 
round  off  the  corners  of  that  Act  and  com- 
plete it.  I  think  that  has  been  generally 
recognised. 

l^he  Earl  of  Dunraven. 


Parliament  has  occupied  itself  with 
this  question  for  the  last  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  years.  There  have  been  six  or  seven 
Acts  passed  and  one  Bill  dropped 
dealing  with  this  subject,  and  not  one 
of  those  passed  has  been  anything 
like  a  complete  success  for  the  sim|de 
reason  that  the  procedure  was  too 
costly,  too  cumbersome,  and  too  dila- 
tory, and  that  the  financial  support 
given  to  the  Bill  was  not  sufficient.  I 
think  all  these  defects  will  be  remedied 
under  the  measure  which  is  now  before 
your  Lordships.  The  financial  arrange- 
ments, I  imagine,  will  be  ample,  but 
there  are  one  or  two  points  which  I  should 
be  glad  if  some  member  of  His  Majesty's 
GU>vemment  would  explain  a  little  more 
fully.  After  all,  the  financial  part  is  the 
most  important  of  any  Bill  of  this  sort. 
The  noble  Lord  who  introduced  the 
Bill  mentioned  the  Development  Grant. 
That  grant  crops  up  continually  in  the 
Bill,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  the 
Development  Grant  is  capable  of  bearing 
the  additional  strain  that  will  be  put  upon 
it  under  this  Bill.  I  think  there  is  a 
lump  sum  of  X70,000  or  £80,000  to  come 
out  of  it,  and  then  there  is  an  annual  sum 
of  £28,000  to  be  drawn  from  it.  The 
noble  Lord  who  introduced  the  Bill  said, 
I  think,  that  £28,000  would  be  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  Development  Grant  by 
the  Treasury,  and  that  this  £28,000 
would  be  drawn  from  the  Development 
Grant  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  But 
it  is  the  other  way  about.  The  £28,000 
may  be  drawn  from  the  Development 
Grant  and  afterwards  the  money  will  be 
refunded  by  Parliament.  It  may  be  six 
months  afterwards,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  Development  Grant  Fund  may  not  be 
able  to  find  the  money.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  Development  Grant, 
which  was  intended  for  educational  pur- 
poses, is  applied  to  every  conceivable 
purpose  under  heaven  except  ^education. 
It  is  already  hypothecated  to  meet  losses 
on  floating  loans  to  finance  the  Land 
Purchase  Act;  and  the  losses  made  on 
flotation  have  been  heavier  than  they 
ought  to  have  been.  There  are  other 
large  demands  in  this  Bill  on  the  Develop- 
ment Grant,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  there  is  any  security  that  the 
Development  Grant  will  be  able  to  bear 
this  ^xtra  strain  without  becoming 
exhausted. 
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Then  tkere  is  a  capital  sum  of  £150,000 
to  be  ^d  from  the  Petty  Sessional 
•Clerks'  Fund,  the  interest  on  which  is  to 
he  used  for  the  purposes  of  this  BUI,  but 
I  understand  that  this  money  is  already 
granted  to  the  local  authorities  for 
anotker  purpose.  If  ho,  it  is  obvious  that 
it  is  Kot  in  the  nature  of  a  grant  to  the 
iocal  authorities.  It  is  merely  taking  the 
moBey  out  of  the  one  pocket  and  putting 
it  into  the  other.  I  imagine  that  nothing 
■«f  the  kind  will  take  place  as  regards  the 
lump  sum  of  4^  millions  that  may  be 
jirovided  out  of  the  Land  Purchase  Fund. 
I  assume  that  the  operations  of  Land 
Purchase  will  not  be  in  any  way  impeded 
on  that  account;  that  is  to  say,  that 
sufficient  money  will  be  found  from 
time  Co  time,  as  required,  to  finance, 
<B0t  only  the  Land  Purchase  Act,  but 
this  Act ;  because,  however  desirable 
it  is  that  the  just  claims  of  the  labourers 
should  be  satisfied,  that  would  be 
'dearly  purchased  if  it  caused  any  addi- 
itional  impediment  to  the  working  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Act.  and  added  to  ihe 
^lisappointment  ana  vexation  which 
already  exist  owing  to  the  long  delay 
which  takes  plac3  in  completing  sales 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject 
■of  finance. 

But  there  are  one  or  two  other  questions 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  at  this  stage  of 
the  BilL  The  Bill,  as  your  Lordships 
know,  is  not  retrospective.  In  my 
inmble  opinion  it  ought  to  have  been 
made  retrospective,  but  that  is  a  matter 
iwhich  this  House  cannot  concern  itself 
with.  It  is  not  retrospective,  and  the 
-consequence  is  that  the  district  councils 
who  have  done  their  duty  and  availed 
^themselves  of  the  existing  Labourers 
Acts  and  built  cottages  will  be  placed  at 
.a  great  disadvantage  as  compared  with 
those  district  councils  which  have  not 
■done  their  duty  in  this  matter.  In  the 
^rst  ease  the  district  councils  will  be 
paying  interest  of  4^  or  5  per  cent,  and 
providing  a  ■Jnlring  fund,  probably 
^  or  Sj^  jMT  eent.  in  all;  whereas, 
in  the  -seeonl  case,  the  district  councils 
will  «btain  money  at  3^  per  cent. 
Jt  is  very  hard  lines  upon  those  councils 
which  have  done  thev  duty  that  they 
should  be  j>laced  at  this  disadvantage, 
.and  it  is  a  very  bad  example  to  set  to  the 
country.  Of  course  dui  cannot  be 
remedied  by  this  House.  I  would  only 
I  aJiQj>e  that  at  some  future  time 


His  Majesty's  Government  will  consider 
the  whole  question  of  loans,  with  a  view 
to  seeing  if  they  cannot  put  them  upon 
some  uniform  basis.  At  present  the 
whole  of  what  I  may  call  tne  internal 
finance  of  Ireland  is  in  a  confused 
and  complicated  condition.  There  is 
a  clause  in  the  Bill  which  I  imagine 
to  be  designed  as  a  relief  to  this 
injustice.  I  refer  to  Clause  18.  Under 
that  clause  I  take  it  that  the  residue  of 
the  Exchequer  Grants  which  remain 
unexpended  in  certain  counties  will  be 
divided  among  other  counties  according 
to  the  proportion  in  which  cottages  have 
been  built.  That  seems  to  me  an  exceed- 
ingly fair  arrangement.  Where  these 
residues  have  accumulated  to  a  large 
extent  they  have  accumulated  in  the 
counties  in  which  the  district  councils 
have  refused  to  build  cottages.  It  seems 
to  be  reasonable  that  in  such  cases  this 
unexpended  balance  should  be  given  in 
relief  to  the  counties  where  the  district 
councils  have  done  their  duty  in  the 
matter.  I  should  like  to  ask  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  what  extent  that  is  likely  to 
give  relief.  Of  course  it  is  impossible  for 
me,  or  for  any  private  member  of  your 
Lordships'  House,  to  judge  how  far  those 
sums-will  assist  the  district  councils  who 
have  raised  loans  in  liquidating  those 
loans.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  councils 
which  have  raised  loans  for  the  purposes 
of  former  Acts  will  continue  to  have  to 
pay  the  interest  of  those  loans  even  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act.  Therefore  it  is 
important,  I  think,  to  know  how  far  they 
will  get  any  relief  under  Clause  18. 

This  Bill  deals  with  two  quite  distinct 
subjects.  It  aims  at  assisting  the  district 
coiutciis  tu  provide  decent  houses  and 
decent  accommodation  for  the  labouring 
population,  and  it  has  a  provision  whereby 
certain  meritorious  and  selected  labourers 
can  be  allowed  to  obtain  conveyances  for 
the  purchase  of  holdings.  That  is  quite 
a  different  thing.  To  the  principle  I 
have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  raise. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  is  a  very 
legitimate  and  good  thing  to  hold  out 
a  sort  of  premium  to  the  labourer  to  be 
thrifty  and  industrious  in  the  hope  of 
becoming  the  owner  of  a  holding.  But 
I  think  the  way  in  which  that  is  ad- 
ministered ought  to  be  most  carefully 
considered. 

Parliament  has  been  occupying  itself, 
not   with  any  very    great    measure  of 
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success,  for  a  long  time  in  trying  to  solve 
what  is  commonly  called  the  Western 
problem — the  existence  of  a  great  number 
of  utterly  uneconomic  holdings,  prin- 
cipally in  the  West  of  Ireland.  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  are  labouring 
at  it;  the  Estates  Comraisaioners  are 
labouring  at  it ;  and  a  Royal  Commission 
has  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject.  The  only  remedy  is  to  en- 
deavour to  turn  these  uneconomic  hold 
ings  into  economic  holdings,  and  if  the 
State  is  to  assist  in  doing  that  on  the  one 
hand  it  surely  would  be  the  height  of 
folly  were  it  on  the  other  hand  to  create 
other  equally  uneconomic  holdings.  I  do 
not  think  myself  that  that  clause  will 
have  a  very  large  area  of  operation, 
because  the  country  is  not  big  enough  ; 
but  at  any  rate  the  labourer  must  be 
safeguarded  against  becoming  the 
possessor  of  a  small  and  uneconomic 
holding.  The  labourer  lives  practically  by 
his  labour  hired  out.  It  is  quite  a  proper 
thing  that  he  should  have  a  plot  of  land  on 
which  to  occupy  himself  when  he  is  not 
working  and  at  odd  hours.  But  as  soon 
as  you  give  him  beyond  one  acre  of  land 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  in  Ireland  the 
man  will  cease  to  be  a  labourer, 
and  will  consider  himself  a  small  fanner. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  provisions 
in  the  Bill  for  simplifying  the  proving  of 
title,  conveyance,  and  so  on,  are  sufBcient 
or  not.  Your  Lordships  must  remember 
that  the  district  councils  will  have  to 
deal  with  a  most  peculiar  state  of  |jthings 
in  Ireland.  There  are,  and  there  will  be, 
absolute  owners,  limited  owners  who  have 
not  sold,  tenants  who  have  bought  and 
tenants  who  have  not  bought,  and  there 
will  be  an  immense  number  of  landlords 
and  tenants  in  process  of  selling  and  buy- 
ing, and  with  all  these  different  classes  of 
people  the  district  councils  will  have  to 
deal.  It  therefore  seems  to  me  essential 
that  there  should  be  some  simple  and  effica- 
cious means  of  proving  title  and  convey- 
ing land.  I  wish  to  impress  on  the 
House  the  great  importance  of  this, 
because  it  would  be  a  thousand  pities  if 
this  Bill  were  to  be  in  any  way  marred 
by  delays  through  difficulties  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proving  of  title  or  legal 
matters  of  that  kind.  It  would  be  very 
regrettable  if  anything  occurred  to 
destroy  the  value  of  the  Bill,  because  it 
is  a  good  Bill,  a  very  good  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Dunrmen. 


This  is- a  Bill  which  I  believe  is  capable 
of  effecting  an  immense  improvement  in: 
Ireland.  It  deals,  to  my  mind  satisfac- 
torily, with  the  very  just  claims  of  th©' 
labouring  population,  and  there  is  no 
portion  of  the  population  in  Ireland  who 
are  more  deserving  than  the  labourers  of 
the  consideration  of  the  State.  There  ia- 
no  class  in  Ireland',  either,  more  capable^ 
of  availing  themselves  and  making  the 
most  of  any  assistance  that  the  State  will 
give  them.  Taking  them  as  a  wholes 
the  labouring  population  of  Irehind  are- 
sober,  industrious,  and  intelligent  men.. 
Anyone  who  knows  Ireland  at  all  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying  that  where  cottages- 
have  been  provided  for  the  labourers  they 
have  been  well  kept.  In  t^at  the- 
labourers  have  set  a  very  good 
example  to  many  of  those  who  are- 
above  them  in  the  social  scale.  Therfr 
is,  I  repeat,  no  clacs  more  deserv- 
ing than  the  labouring  class,  and  I 
believe  this  Bill  will  be  of  great  assistance- 
to  them,  and,  working  together  with  th»- 
Act  of  1903,  will  add  greatly  to  the' 
prosperity  and  contentment  of  Ireland. 

The  Eabi.  of  ARRAN  :  My  Ix)rd8. 
coming  from  the  extreme  west  «>f  Ireland. 
I  shovdd  like  to  state  the  views  which  aroi 
held  in  that  part  of  the  country  with 
regard  to  this  Bill.  The  Bill  when  it 
first  appeared  in  another  place  was  greetedl 
as  any  Bill  which  tends  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  any  class  of  Irishmen  must- 
be,  with  entire  approval.  So  far  as  one- 
can  see,  this  Bill  aims  at,  and  will  succeed 
in  many  ways  in  bringing  about,  this- 
amelioration,  though  in  some  details  it 
may  not  quite  meet  with  the  approval 
of  every  class  in  Ireland.  The  land- 
owning class  in  three  parts  of  Ireland  arO' 
practically  unrepresented  in  another  place,, 
and  it  is  only  when  a  measure  reaches 
your  Lordship'  House  that  the  views  of 
the  land-owning  class  can  be  fully  heard 
and  due  weight  given  to  their  opinions, 
which  I  venture  to  urge  are  worth  listen- 
ing to.  Any  measure  which,  however 
indirectly  or  in  however  small  a  way„ 
affects  the  question  of  landownership,  as. 
undoubtedly  this  Bill  does,  must  receive 
the  very  gravest  attention.  There  are 
two  points  as  to  which  I  would  venture 
to  endorse  the  opinions  of  Lord  Ashbourne 
and  Lord  Cronbrock.  First  of  all,  there 
is  the  alteration  in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
I  will  not  enter  into  detail  upon  that,  but. 
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I  venture  to  rapport  most  eamestlj  what 
irae  said  with  regard  to  it  by  Lord 
Ashboome.  I  ventnre  to  think  that 
amongst  the  landowning  and  what  is 
ealled  the  loyalist  class  in  Ireland  the 
Local  Gtovemment  Board  as  a  Court  of 
Appeal  is  not  looked  upon  with  universal 
approval.  As  a  Court  of  Appeal  we  would 
urge  the  appointment  of  either  a  county 
court  Judge  oi  a  Judge  of  assize. 

The  second  point  is  as  to  the  question 
of  compensation  for  compulsory  sale. 
Although  the  question  of  compensation 
for  the  compulsory  taking  of  land  imder 
thn  Act  must  be  very  small,  a  very 
dangerous  precedent  is  involved.  I  ven- 
ture to  hope  your  Lordships  will  alter  this 
clause  or  even  omit  it,  so  that  a  dangerous 
precedent  in  regard  to  future  legislation 
may  not  be  set  up  without  the  point  being 
fully  considered  upon  its  merits.  The 
Bin  as  it  stands  requires  some  alterations, 
but  when  they  are  made  I  believe  it  will 
serve  the  object  for  which  it  is  intended 
and  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  of  Ireland. 

Th«  Earl  of  MAYO :  My  Lords, 
I  desire  at  the  outset  to  congratulate  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  upon  the 
very  lucid  manner  in  which  he  explained 
the  first  Irish  measure  he  has  had  the 

«easnre  of  expounding  to  this  House. 
^e  admit  that  this  is  a  necessary  Bill, 
and,  as  my  noble  friend  Lord  Dunraven 
said,  it  follows  on  the  Act  of  1903.  He 
wiB  remember  that  the  Land  Conference 
on  which  we  both  sat  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  labourers  question  should 
be  dealt  with. 

As  regards  the  finance  of  the  Bill,  I  do 
Bot  consider  it  very  satisfactory.  There 
are  rumours  that  one  of  the  judgeships  is 
to  be  done  away  with,  and  there  are 
certain  parties  who  do  not  wish  that 
coarse  to  be  taken.  With  regard  to  the 
proposed  reduction  in  the  salary  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  an  endeavour 
in  this  direction  has  been  made  for  twenty 
years  without  suc<^ess.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  point  in  the  Bill  which  I  consider 
radier  satisfactory.  We  are  to  get 
£28,000  from  the  British  Exchequer. 
As  one  who  feels  that  Ireland  is  exces- 
sively overtaxed,  that  part  of  the  Bill 
appeals  to  me  very  much.  This  is  the 
cheapest  form  of  Labourers  Bill  that  we 
ksve  had  yet. 


As  to  the  question  of  appeal,  it 
must  be  quite  clear  to  His  Majesty's- 
(Jovemment,  after  the  speeches  to^ 
which  they  have  listened,  that  we 
are  not  satisfied  with  appeal  from 
the  Local  Qovemment  Board  inspector 
to  the  Local  Government  Board.  It  ia 
not  a  judicial  appeal ;  indeed,  it  is  no 
appeal  at  all.  It  is  an  appeal  from  Philip 
drunk  to  Philip  sober,  and  we  are  not 
likely  to  see  the  Local  Government  Bo<.rd 
'  upset  the  Provisional  Order  which  their 
inspector  has  allowed  under  this  BilL. 
With  regard  to  the  compulsory  taking  of 
land,  the  Government  must  realise  that 
we  shall  offer  an  Amendment  to  thi»t 
clause.  In  no  other  case  where  land  ia 
compulsorily  taken  is  the  arbitrator 
precluded  from  taking  into  consideration 
the  fact  of  compulsory  purchase.  We  do- 
not,  therefore,  consider  the  provision  iik. 
this  Bill  at  all  satisfactory. 

My  noble  friend  Lord  Dunravei*. 
mentioned  the  matter  of  the  purchase- 
of  other  plots  of  land  for  labourers,, 
but  there  is  a  safeguard  in  the  Bill 
with  regard  to  that,  inasmuch  as- 
the  labourer  cannot  get  the  new  plot- 
without  vacating  his  cotta^.  I  am 
rather  glad  tbat  that  provision  is  in  the- 
BilL  We  know  that  when  there  is  an. 
opportunity  of  acquiring  land  the 
Nationalist)!  take  good  care  to  acquire- 
all  they  can,  and  it  is  therefore  our  dnty^ 
as  representing  the  landowners,  to  look 
after  the  interests  of  those  belonsing^ 
to  that  class..  For  that  reason  we  shalT 
put  forward  Amendments  when  the- 
Committee  stage  of  the  Bill  is  taken,  and 
I  hope  His  Majesty's  Government  will 
see  tneir  way  to  accept  our  proposals. 
They  will  not  affect  the  principle  of  th»- 
Bill  in  any  way,  but  on  tfae  contrary,, 
will  render  its  woiiing  more  easy. 

.  ♦The  Eabl  of  CREWE :  My  Lords,  I 
think  my  noble  friend  behind  me  ha»> 
every  reason  to  congratulate  himself  on 
the  reception  which  this  Bill  has  had  at: 
the  band*  of  your  Lordships.  Its  career 
in  another  place  was  also  very  pleasant,, 
and  quite  the  opposite  of  stormy,  and  I 
hope,  although  certain  Amendments  ar» 
hinted  at  by  noble  Lords  opposite,  its 
career  here  will  not  be  of  a  very  e^entf ul 
kind.  I  most  thoroughly  endorse  what 
fell  from  my  noble  friend  Lord  Dunraven 
as  to  the  admirable  character  of  thfr 
people    whom   this   Bill   is  intended  to> 
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benefit.  They  are  a  most  frugal  and 
'hardworking  class,  and  I  venture  to 
lihink  that  they  have  no  superior  among 
the  labouring  class  in  the  whole  of  the 
British  Isles. 

This  Bill  is  designed  to  do  three 
'distinct  things.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
•deigned  to  simplify  all  procedure  con- 
nected with  the  acquisition  of  labourers 
•houses,  to  reduce  charges  of  all  kinds, 
ilegal  and  other,  and  to  simplify  matters 
of  title.  My  noble  friend  Lora  Dunraven, 
without  going  deeply  into  the  question  of 
title,  expressed  the  hope  that  that 
simplification  was  carried  as  far  as  was 
necessary  to  make  the  Bill  work.  I  am 
mo  authority  on  these  matters,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  hair  of  an 
■ordinary  solicitor  would  stand  on  end  at 
the  manner  in  which  titles  are  dealt  with 
in  this  Bill,  and  I  think  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  gone  certainly  as  far  as  he  is 
Jikely  to  go  in  that  direction.  The 
second  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  place 
j>re8sure  upon  district  councils  who  in 
the  general  opinion  have  not  done  their 
•duty  in  this  respect ;  and  the  third  object 
is  the  provision  of  cheap  money  to  carry 
out  the  measure. 

My  noble  friend  Lord  Clonbrock  stated 
iihat  sometimes  in  the  past  action  had  been 
(taken  under  former  Labourers  Acts  for 
itbe  purpose  of  annoyance.  That  may 
iiave  happened  in  some  instances,  but  I 
ihope  that  it  belongs  to  a  state  of  things 
which  has  really  passed  away  in  Ireland, 
And  that  there  is  no  danger  of  anything 
like  a  general  repetition  of  conduct  of  that 
aort.  No  duob^  too,  mistakes  have  been 
made,  but  that  is  inevitable  when  minor 
local  authorities  are  entrusted  with  duties 
-of  this  kind.  Two  special  objections, 
I  think,  were  taken  by  noble  Lords  to 
.the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  The  first  was 
in  relation  to  compulsory  purchase,  that 
no  extra  payment  was  to  be  made  in 
jespect  of  that  compulsion. 

Thb  Earl  of  MAYO :  That  it  was 
mot  ,to  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
.arbitrator. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE:  That  the 
.arbitrator  was  not  to  make  an  additional 
allowance  in  respect  of  the  compulsory 
purchase.  That  was  dwelt  on  by  noble 
Lords  not  so  much  pn  the  ground  of  the 
actual  effect  it  would  have  as  of  the 
•danger  of  creating  a  precedent  of  this  kind 

J7t«  Earl  of  Crewe. 
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in  respect  to  larger  transaction.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  danger  is  a  very  serious 
one,  but  if  it  is  serious  I  aqi  afraid  it 
exUts  already,  because  in  the  Local 
Government  Act  for  England,  1894,  a 
precisely  similar  provision  is  added  to 
to  the  section  enabling  parish  couneila 
and  other  bodies  to  acquire  allotments. 

The  other  point  to  which  specid 
exception  was  taken  was  the  question 
of  appeal  in  cases  of  land  being  taken.  I 
am  certain  that  the  only  objects  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  had  in  introduc- 
ing that  provision  into  the  Bill  were 
simplicity  and  saving  of  time.  He 
had  certainly  no  intention  of  de- 
stroying any  safeguard  which  might 
be  really  necessary.  At  the  same 
time  there  is  a  similar  precedent 
in  the  very  same  Act  to  which  I 
have  just  alluded,  the  English  Local 
Government  Act,  1894.  In  the  case 
where  land  is  compulsorily  acquired  for 
allotments  in  this  country  there  is  an 
appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
but  it  goes  no  further.  However,  I  can 
assure  noble  Lords  that  their  repre- 
sentations will  be  carefully  considered  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  before  the  question 
arises  on  any  Amendment  which  they  may 
wish  to  move. 

The  noble  Lord  at  the  Table  (Lord 
Dunraven)  asked  one  or  two  Questions 
with  regard  to  finance.  I  am  told  that  as 
regards  the  Development  Grant  it  has  to 
be  borne  in  mind  that  this  money  will  , 
not  be  required  all  at  once.  The  opera- 
tions of  the  Act  will  take  some  time  be- 
fore they  are  in  full  play,  and  there  is  no 
fear  whatever  in  the  mmds  of  those  who 
have  conducted  the  finance  of  this  Bill 
but  that  the  Development  Grant  will  be 
perfectly  able  to  bear  the  strain  which  is 
placed  upon  it.  As  regards  the  Petty 
Sessional  Clerks'  Fund,  it  is  no  doubt  the 
fact  that  a  sum  of  something  like  £5,QO0 
a  year  is  lost  to  the  local  bodies  in 
Ireland,  taken  as  a  whole,  under  the 
ratlier  complicated  scheme  of  finance  in 
this  Bill.  But,  however,  spread  over  the 
whole  country  it  forms  such  a  very  small 
fraction  that,  although  noble  Lords  from 
Ireland  mentioned  the  fact,  I  do  not 
think  it  can  tend  seriously  to  in- 
terfere with  the  financial  scheme  of  the 
Bill.  It  is,  of  course,  most  clearly  to  bo 
understood  that  the  Land  Purchaise  Fmd 
cannot  and  must  not  be  allowed  in  any 
way  to  sufier  owing  to  any  operations 
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under  this  Bill.  It  would  be  the  worst 
po»ible  policy  in  regard  to  Ireland  to 
aUow  it  to  be  supposed  that  what  we  hope 
will  be  the  valuable  operations  of  this 
measure  should  interfere  with  the  equally 
valuable  operations  of  another 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  It  is  only  in- 
tended to  be  an  advance  1 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE :  Precisely. 
The  Land  Purchase  Fund  is  treated  as  a 
bank  to  be  drawn  on  for  this  particular 

rirposc,  and  the  money  will  be  paid  back, 
supp«j8e  by  fresh  borrowing.  A  word 
of  caution  has  been  uttered  by  the  noble 
Earl,  Lord  Dunraven,  as  to  the  danger  of 
creating  a  small  class  of  uneconomic 
holdings.  This  is  a  matter  on  which  I 
£nd  myself  in  general  agreement  with 
him  in  so  far  that  it  is  necessary  it  should 
be  carefully  watched.  The  distinction  be- 
•tweea  a  fanner  and  a  labourer  in  Ireland 
is  very  vague.  You  see  a  man  described 
in  newspapers  as  a  farmer  who  would  be 
-described  in  this  country  as  a  labourer. 
It  is  important  that  the  danger  referred 
to  should  not  be  allowed  to  arise. 

Then  the  noble  Earl  complained,  rather 
after  the  parableof  the  vineyard,  that  those 
■counties  which  had  done  well  in  the  past 
and  borne  the  heat  of  the  day  were  not 
getting  the  same  consideration  as  those 
which  were  coming  in  at  the  eleventh 
hour.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  attempt  to 
.argue  here  the  question  of  the  possibility 
of  making  the  Act  retrospective.  It 
would  not  fall  to  us  to  do  so  if  it  were 
possible;  but  I  must  remind  the  noble 
Lord  thiat  he  himself  in  his  following 
sentence  suggested  what  is  the  real  set- 
off to  that — namely,  that  the  counties 
which  have  done  the  greater  part  of  the 
building  in  the  past,  and  have  therefore 
in  thia  matter  presumably  deserved  the 
best  of  the  community,  will  get  a  much 
larger  share  of  the  i!jn;hequer  contribu- 
tion than  the  counties  which  only  come 
in  now.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  not 
the  figures  which  would  enable  me  to 
reply  to  the  noble  Earl's  Question  as  to 
the  amoont  of  relief  which  particular 
■counties  receive,  but  I  understand  that 
it  will  be  very  considerable  in  some  cases, 
-and  therefore  it  must,  I  think,  be  taken 
-as  a  set-off  to  the  complaint  which  the 
noble  Earl  made  that  these  counties 
were  not  receiving  any  special  considera- 
^on.  I  think  I  have  dealt  with  all  the 
jioints  raised  by  noble  Lords  opposite. 


and  I  can  assure  them  that  we  shall  give 
the  fullest  consideration  to  the  Amend- 
ments they  bring  forward  on  Monday, 
with  every  desire  to  meet  them  if  possible 
without  destroying  in  any  way  the  struc- 
ture of  the  Bill. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


I)0(JS   BILL. 
[Second  Readiscj.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  S.'cond  Read- 
ing read. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  .  My  Lords, 
this  Bill  is  entirely  uncontroversial,  and 
noble  Lords  opposite  have  shown  their 
approval  of  it  in  their  endeavours  during 
the  last  ten  years  in  every  Session  of 
Parliament  to  put  it  on  the  Statute  Book. 
The  Bill  provides  protection  for  live  stock 
from  injury  by  dogs.  The  worse  injury 
was  inflicted  in  Scotland  and  in  ]^ales, 
but  in  1904  as  many  as  308  sheep  were 
worried  in  one  English  countv.  One 
farmer  lost  50  lambs  in  one  single  night. 
We  have  received  resolutions  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  in  favour  of  the 
Bill.  It  consolidates  and  amends  the 
law.  It  assimilates  the  law  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  makes  owners 
liable  for  injury  done  without  proving 
that  the  dog  was  mischievous.  Under  it 
magistrates  can  order  the  destruction  of 
of  dogs  or  order  them  to  be  kept  under 
control,  under  a  penalty  of  208.,  and  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  can  make  orders  re- 
quiring collars  to  be  used  except  in  the  case 
of  hounds  and  sporting  dogs.  There  are 
also  provisions  to  prevent  dogs  straying. 

This  Bill  is  not  designed  to  act  against 

,  shepherds  or  crofters  or  in  any  way  in 

',  the  interest  of  game  preservers.      It  is 

'  supported  by  nearly  all  the  farmers  clubs 

and  most  of  the  chambers  of  commerce. 

I   may  mention  that    in    one    year,    in 

Cheshire,  there  were  2,230  dogs  seized  by 

the  police,  out  of  which  only  196  were 

claimed  ;  in  Liverpool  3,000  were  seized, 

and  only  1 1 1  were  claimed.     Under  this 

Bill  the  police  can  notify  to  the  owner  the 

I  seizure  of  a  stray  dog,  if  it  has  an  owner, 

',  and  if  it  is  not  claimed  within  seven  days 

;  it  can  be  destroyed.     There  are,  of  course, 

exemptions  in  the  Bill,  and  crofters  are 

I  protected.    No  objection  has  been  offered 

'  to  the  Bill  from  any  source,  and  therefore 
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I  confidently  hope  your  Lordships  will 
give  it  a  Second  Iteading. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2'"— (Far/  Carringun.) 

The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  :  My  Lords, 
I  must  congratulate  the  noble  Earl  on 
having  induced  those  who  think  with  him 
and  who  are  in  the  majority  in  the  other 
House  to  give  their  sanction  to  this  Bill. 
It  is  a  measure  which  in  substance  has 
been  placed  before  Parliament  by  his  pre- 
decessors in  office,  including  myself ;  and 
in  the  year  1 904 1  thoueht  that  a  measure, 
not  perhaps  quite  so  ambitious  as  this  one, 
might  have  been  got  through  the  House 
of  Commons  without  any  controversy,  but 
an  accident  happened  to  it  and  it  did  not 
pass  into  law  that  session.  The  noble 
Earl  has  been  able  to  persuade  his  friends 
in  the  House  of  Commons  to  pass  legisla- 
tion from  his  Department  which  I  regret 
to  say  T  found  it  impossible  to  get  passed 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  being  at  the 
head  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

This  Bill  will  be  productive  of  great 
advantage  in  all  rural  districts.  It  has 
been  said  that  it  is  a  measure  for  ringing 
the  curfew  on  the  dogs  and  that  they  are 
to  be  confined  after  certain  hours  on  the 
premises  of  their  masters.  But  I  do  not 
think  that  is  a  provision  of  which  anyone 
can  complain.  The  regulations  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  I  think  they  may  safely  be  entrusted 
to  deal  with  the  matter  fairly.  With 
regard  to  the  clause  which  deals  with 
exemption  from  licences,  I  venture  to 
think  that  there  is  a  very  grave  scandal 
indeed  in  the  enormous  number  of  dogs 
which  are  kept  without  licences  on  grounds 
wholly  insufficient,  and  I  am  glad  that 
the  noble  Earl  proposes  to  minimise  that 
scandal  by  making  the  conditions  under 
which  exemption  can  be  obtained  more 
stringent  than  at  present. 

I  should  like  to  know  what  is  the 
object  of  Clause  7  which  provides  that 
nntil  the  first  day  of  January,  1912,  the 
Bill  shall  not  apply  to  Scotland.  I  should 
have  thought  that  it  was  precisely  in  the 
mountainous  districts  of  Scotland  and 
Wales  where  the  great  majority  of 
exemptions  from  licences  existed,  and 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  should  be 
enforced  there  without  delay.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  when  we  reach  the  Com- 
mittee stage  the  noble  Earl  will  explain 

Earl  CarringUm. 


the  reasons  why  Scotland  is  specially 
favoured  and  is  to  have  this  five  years 
exemption.  There  are  one  or  two  clauses, 
here  which  were  not  in  the  Bill  as  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Commons  when 
I  had  the  honour  of  being  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  One  is  that 
a  register  is  to  be  kept  of  all  dogs  received 
in  any  home — a  provision  which  is  a  dis- 
tinct improvement.  The  second  is  that 
farmers  and  landowners  are  to  be  required 
to  bury  carcases  of  animals  that  die  on 
their  farms  to  which  dogs  gain  access. 
I  do  not  quite  know  whether  there  ar» 
any  words  which  will  require  the  burying 
of  the  carcases  within  a  certain  time,  but  I 
observe  in  the  Bill  that  it  is  provided 
that  any  person  who  shall  "knowingly 
and  without  reasonable  excuse"  permit 
the  carcase  to  remain  unburied  shall  be 
liable,  etc.  I  take  it  that  the  intention 
is  that  if  it  is  done  within  reasonable 
time  the  penalty  will  not  fall  upon  the' 
offender.  On  the  whole,  I  congratulato 
the  noble  Earl  on  having  got  this  Bill 
through  the  other  House  of  Parliament^ 
and  1  hope  yo^  Lordships  will  give  it 
your  sanction  and  that  it  will  pass  into  law. 

The  Eajil  of  MAYO :  My  Lords,  I 
am  very  glad  that  this  Bill  has  been 
brought  in  and  that  it  applies  to  Ireland. 
The  provision  with  regard  to  the  wearing 
of  collars  is  that  the  &ard  of  Agriculture 
may  make  an  order  requiring  this.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  if  it  were  madfr 
absolutely  mandatory  that  all  dogs  should 
have  collars.  If  the  noble  Earl  v^ould 
consider  that  suggestion  I  should  be  very 
much  obliged.  Although  you  suffer  in 
England  from  stray  dogs  you  have  no 
idea  what  it  is  in  Ireland.  It  is  some- 
thing fearful ;  they  go  about  the  country 
killing  sheep  in  all  directions.  Poison  is 
laid  down  wholesale,  and  I  have  known  of 
nine  or  ten  dogs  belonging  to  farmers  and 
others  being  killed  by  these  poisons  when 
taken  out  for  walks  by  their  owners.  I 
hope  the  noble  Earl  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
will  endeavour  to  make  what  I  will  call  the 
collaring  order  a  little  stronger. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2"  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

Honae  adjonmed  at  twentjr 
minates  before  Eight  o'clook^ 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter- 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 
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The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Bacap  Corporation  Bill  ;  Cork  City 
Eailways  and  Works  Bill;  Derby  Gas 
Bill ;  Middlesex  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  Bill;  St.  John's  (Westminster) 
Improvement  Bill ;  Todmorden  Corpora- 
tion Bill ;  Tottenham  and  Edmonton  Gas 
Bill.  Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Folkestone,  Sandzate,  and  Hythe  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords].  Bead  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendmeats. 

NetUebed  and  District  Commons  (Pre- 
servation) Bill  [Lords] ;  Shropshire,  Wor- 
cestershire, and  Staffordshire  Electric 
Power  Bin  [Lords],  As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham, 
and  Dover  Eailways  Bill  [Lords]  (by 
Order).  Read  the  third  time,  and  passe<), 
with  Amendments. 

Buekhaven,  Methil,  and  Innerleven 
Burgh  Extension  Bill  [Lords],  Ordered, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  Buekhaven, 
Methil,  and  Lfinerleven  Burgh  Extension 
Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Orders  82,  211, 
236,  and  237  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit 
and  proceed  on  Monday  next, — {The 
Chdrman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

London  Squares  and  Enclosures  Bill 
[Lords],  Ordered,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  London  Squares  and  Enclosures 
Bill  [Lordsl  Standing  Orders  82,  211, 
236,  and  237  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  the  ^ill  have  leave  to  sit 
and  proceed  on  Monday  next. — (The 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Local  GSovemment  Provisional  Order 
(Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Bill ; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill,  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 


Newburgh  and  North  Fife  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Order  Confirmation 
BilL     Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


Paisley  Roads  Order  Confirmation 
BilL  Considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

Gas  Orders  Ck>nfirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
[Ijords].  Reported,  with  Amendments 
[Provisional  Orders  confirmed];  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No,  2)  Bill 

[Lords],     Reported,    with   Amendments 
Provisional  Orders   confirmed] ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  .Monday  next, 

Gtas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords],  Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

Tramways    Orders    Confirmation    Bill 

i Lords],     Reported,    with    Amendments 
Provisional   Orders  confirmed];  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  con- 
firmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill  [Lords],  Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  con- 
firmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

Metropolitan  Electric  Supply  BiU, 
Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bute  (English  and  Welsh)  Estates  Bill 
[Lords],  Reported,  without  Amendment ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 
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Great  Yarmouth  Waterworks  and 
Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 
Reported  [Preamble  not  proved]  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  I). 
Mr.  TouLMiN  reported  from  the  (Com- 
mittee on  Group  I  of  Private  Bills; 
That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 
Committee  had  adjourned  till  Monday 
next,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7) 
Bin  ;  St.  Pancras  Electricity  Bill ;  Hack- 
ney Electricity  Bill ;  London  County 
Council  (Money)  Bill ;  South  Lincolnshire 
Water  Bill ;  Hampstead  Garden  Suburb 
Bill ;  Poole  Corporation  Water  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

Amendments  to — Prevention  of  Corrup- 
tion    Bill    [Lords]  ;    Western    Valleys 
f Monmouthshire)   Sewerage   Board    Bill 
Lords],  without  Amendment. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill.  Lords  Amendments  to  be 
considered  upon  Monday  next- 


PS  T'/r/OiVS'. 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Petitions  against ;  From  Barrow  on 
Trent ;  Kensworth  :  Lyonsdown  ;  Upper 
Norwood ;  and,  West  Hallam ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL  (RELIGIOUS  TEACHING). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
From  City  of  London ;  Ennerdale  (two) ; 
Holmebridge ;  Monyash ;  and,  St.  Erth  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LAND  VALUES  TAXATION,  ETC., 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  St.  Andrews,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSED 
ACT,  1890. 

Return  [presented  July  26th]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  285.] 

POST  OFFICE  (INLAND  POST). 
Copy  presented,  of  the  Inland  Post 
Amendment    (No.    4)    Warrant,    1906, 
dated  June  30th  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upoft 
the  Table. 

TELEGRAPHS  (FOREIGN  WRITTEN 
TELEGRAMS). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Telegraph 
(Foreign  Written  Telegram)  Regulations^ 
1906,  dated  July  16th,  1906  [by  Act] ;  to- 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Copy  presented,  of  Reports  by  the 
High  Commissioner  on  his  visits  ta 
Basutoland  and  the  Bechuanaland  Pro- 
tectorate in  1906  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3681  to  3683  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  653  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the- 
Table. 

TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Return    presented,     relative    thereto 
[ordered  July   23rd;  Sir  Frederick  Ban- 
oury] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  286.] 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
Copy  ordered,  "of  Statement  of 
Particulars  of  Loans  of  which  the  Balances 
outstanding  are  proposed  to  be  remitted, 
or  written  oflF  (in  whole  or  in  part)  from 
the  Assets  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund." — 
{Mr.  McKenna.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  287.] 
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CIVIL   SERVANTS    (RETIREMENT   AT 
THE  AGE  OF  SIXTY-FIVE). 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  the  26th  day  of  July,  1906,  Rtating 
the  circumstancea  under  which  certain 
Ci\'il  Servants  have  been  retained  in  the 
Service  after  they  have  attained  the  age 
of  Sixty-five  ;  and  of  the  Return  therein 
referred  to." — (Mr.  MeKenna.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSfFERS 
CIRCULATED    WITH  THE   VOTES. 


Admiralty  Accountant-General's  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  is 
amre  that  the  late  Government,  shortly 
before  their  resignation,  sanctioned  a 
noiganisation  of  the  Accountant-General's 
Department  of  the  Admiralty,  under 
which  fifty-eight  clerks  who  obtained 
their  appointments  by  open  competitive 
examination  are  displaced,  and  the 
appointment  of  151  clerks  without 
examination  has  become  vested  in  the 
Accountant  -  General  of  the  Navy  ;  and, 
seeing  that  this  form  of  patronage  has 
been  strongly  condemned  by  successive 
Governments,  and  constitutes  a  conlra- 
rention  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  June, 
1870,  under  which  open  competitive 
examination  was  laid  down  as  the  mode 
of  access  to  the  public  service,  will  he 
consider  the  expediency  of  arranging  for 
achemes  of  reorganisation  of  public 
departments  to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  before  being  put  into  effect,  so 
(hat  they  may  come  under  the  scrutiny 
of  Members  especially  when,  as  in  the 
present  case,  they  embody  important 
alterations  in  the  formation  of  the  staff. 

(Answered  by  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner- 
mm.)  I  can  add  very  little  to  the  Answer 
given  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  on  May  2l8t.  The  figures 
of  my  hon.  friend  are,  I  believe,  sub- 
stantially correct.  The  scheme  of  re- 
organisation does  not,  as  I  understand  it, 
involve  any  contravention  of  the  Order 
in  Council,  which  expressly  makes  pro- 
vision for  such  appointments.  It  would 
be  contrary  to  precedent  and  impractic- 
able to  lay  draft  schemes  of  departmental 
organisation  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 
Every  opportunity,  of  course,  is  afforded 


to     Members     for    discussion     on     thft 
Estimates. 

Telegraphists  and  Snperrisorr  Duties  in- 
Oaniaral  Telegraph  Office,  London. 

Mr.  J.  BETHELL  (Essex,  Romford) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  number  of  senior 
telegraphists  in  the  London  Central 
OfSce  who  have  passed  the  necessary 
examination  in  practical  and  theoretical 
telegraphy  for  the  post  of  assistant 
superintendent,  and  have  been  assisting 
for  some  time  in  the  work  of  supervision, 
have  now  been  removed  from  these- 
duties  and  placed  upon  ordinary  telegraph 
work,  while  ofiScers  junior  to  them  who- 
have  not  passed  the  technical  examina- 
tion have  been  placed  on  supervising 
duties ;  and  if  he  will  state  the  reason 
for  this  action. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  The 
facts  are  as  stated.  The  object  of  the 
arrangement  is  merely  to  test  the 
qualifications  of  the  various  officers  so  as 
to  select  more  certainly  those  best 
qualified  for  promotion.  "The  absence  of 
superior  officers  on  leave  during  the 
summer  affords  convenient  opportunity 
for  the  application  of  such  tests.  Ko 
injustice  is  done  to  the  seniors  by  giving 
their  juniors  occasional  opportunities  of 
proving  their  capacities.  The  claims 
and  qualifications  of  all  will  be  carefully 
considered  when  vacancies  occur,  and  any 
officers  who  have  not  yet  passed  the 
technical  examination  will  be  required  to 
do  so  before  promotion. 

Olasgow  Post  Qflee— Medical  Officera. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if 
he  has  yet  appointed  the  medical  officers 
for  the  Glasgow  post  office ;  and,  if  so,  to 
whom  the  appointments  have  been  given. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Btuton.)  I 
have  not  yet  made  the  appointments,  but 
I  hope  to  do  so  very  shortly.  The 
number  of  applicants  i)  extremely  large. 

BngUsh  Contractor  for  Wicklow  Harbour 
Improvements. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Wicklow  Harbour  Board  recently  invited 
tenders    in    connection    with    Wicklow 
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Harbour  and  foreshore  works ;  that  not- 
'withstanding  the  fact  that  the  lowest 
'tender  came  from  the  only  Irish  firm 
■who  competed  for  the  work,  the  Com- 
missioners decided  to  have  the  work  done 
by  an  English  firm  at  the  higher  price ; 
and  if  he  can  explain  why  this  work  had 
Tto  be  executed  outside  Ireland. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Bryee.)  The  Irish 
Oovernment  has  no  responsibility  as 
'regards  the  contract  for  the  works 
ireferred  to,  the  matter  being  entirely  one 
for  the  Harbour  Board.  If  the  hon. 
Member  desires  information  upon  the 
^subject  he  should  seek  it  from  the  Harbour 
Commissioners. 

'Vaccination  Exemption  Oertiflcate— Case 
of  Mr.  Howard  Farrow- 

Mr.  SEAVERNS  (Lambeth,  Brixton) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  on  July 
23rd  Mr.  Howard  Farrow  applied  to  Mr. 
Trancis,  at  the  Lambeth  Police  Court,  for 
«  certificate  of  exemption  from  vaccina- 
'tion  for  his  child,  and  stated  that  he  had 
:a  conscientious  objection  to  vaccination, 
and  the  magistrate  declined  to  grant 
such  certificate ;  whether  he  is  aware 
'that  Mr.  Farrow  had  previously  been 
fined  at  the  same  court  for  refusing  to 
^allow  another  child  to  be  vaccinated ; 
and  what  action  the  Home  Secretary 
j>ropo8es  to  take  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  Oladdone.) 
I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Farrow  stated 
that  he  conscientiously  objected  to 
vaccination,  but  refused  to  give  the 
.grounds  upon  which  he  founded  his 
objection.  The  certificate  was  refused 
because  the  applicant  failed  to  satisfy  the 
magistrate,  as  required  by  the  Act,  that 
'he  conscientiously  believed  that  vaccina- 
tion would  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  of 
rthe  child  in  question.  As  I  have  said  in 
reply  to  previous  Questions  on  the  same 
■subject,  I  have  no  authority  to  take 
action  in  the  matter. 

Befusal  of  Camp  LeaTe  to  Volonteers  in 
Olasgow  Post  Office. 

Mr;  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Fareham)  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
pofltmaster  of  Glasgow  refused  leave  on 
July  10th,  for  camp  training,  to  six 
Volunteer  signalmen  of  the  Clyde  Divi- 


sion, R.N.y.R. ;  and  whether  he  is  pre- 
pared to  make  good  the  loss  of  the 
eflSoiency  grant  to  which  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  division  would  have  beea 
entitled  by  the  special  training  of  these 
men. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  The 
postmaster  was  obliged  to  refuse  leave 
in  the  cases  to  which  the  hoa  Member 
refers,  because  it  could  not  be  granted 
without  detriment  to  the  work  of  the 
office,  which  at  this  season  of  the  year 
is  very  heavy.  I  cannon  accept  any 
responsibility  for  the  effect  of  their 
absence  from  camp  on  the  grant  eanxed 
by  the  division. 

Luncheon  Accommodation  for  Postal 
Staff  at  Kingsbridge  Station* 

Mr.     DELANY     (Queen's     County, 

Ossory) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  can  now  say  what  is  the 
result  of  the  communication  which  he 
made  to  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Company  with  reference  to 
luncheon  accommodation  for  the  staff 
employed  at  Kingsbridge  station. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
have  now  received  a  reply  from  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company 
which  will  make  it  possible  for  me  to 
restore  to  the  post  office  staff  employed 
at  Kingsbridge  railway  station  the  privi- 
leges in  regard  to  luncheon  accommoda> 
tion  which  the  company  withdrew  last 
year. 

Olerka  to  Sorveyon  of  Taxes. 
Mr.  SLOAN:  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
consulted  the  chief  inspector  of  taxes  on 
the  subject  of  the  memorial  of  the  sur- 
veyors of  taxes  last  year,  he  will  explain 
if  the  present  chief  inspector  of  taxes 
is  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  the 
surveyors'  clerks;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  present  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  recommended  a  scheme 
of  establishment  to  the  Treasury  in  1899 ; 
whether  he  will  state  why  the  Treasury 
would  not  sanction  such  scheme;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Inland  Revenue 
officials  are  in  favour  of  establishment 
of  these  clerks,  and  that  such  cler|c£ 
would  have  been  established  in  1899 
only  for  the  Treasury  officials  objection, 
he  will,  under  these  circumstances,  direct 
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an  inquiry  to  be  held  at  which  the 
surveyors  and  their  clerks  could  be 
represented. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKmni.)  I  have 
already  fully  stated  the  reasons  by  which 
the  Treasury  were  guided  in  their 
decisioa,  for  which  they  assume  the 
vhole  responsibility ;  and,  while  I  do 
not  admit  the  accuracy  of  all  the  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  Member,  I  consider  it 
undesirable  in  the  public  interests  that 
inter-departmental  correapondence,  which 
is  of  a  confidential  character,  should  be 
discussed  by  Question  and  Answer. 

Karnes  of  British  Battleships— Tlie 
Admiial  Class. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  To 
-ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  attention  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  has  been  drawn  to  the 
absence  of  the  name  of  Nelson  and  of 
his  birth-county,  Norfolk,  from  the  names 
of  ships  in  the  Royal  Navy ;  and  whether 
he  can  see  his  way,  now  that  the  Admiral 
Class  are  to  be  removed  from  the  list  of 
fighting  ships,  to  call  a  new  class  of 
battleships  by  the  names  of  great  admirals. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  Admiralty  requires  no  reminders  ai 
to  the  desirability  of  keeping  up  the 
historical  traditions  of  the  Navy  when 
new  ships  are  named.  A  first-class 
battleship  is  to  be  launched  on  the  Tyne 
early  in  September  and  to  be  christened 
the  "  Lord  Nelson." 

Orange  IMstorbance  at  Keady,  Ooonty 

Mr.  McKILLOP  (Armagh,  S.):  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  July  1 1th  a  body  of  Orangemen, 
with  drums  and  revolvers,  created  a 
s^oos  disturbance  in  the  main  street, 
Keady,  county  Armagh,  by  breaking 
windowB,  throwing  stones,  and  firing 
nameroos  revolver  shots  without  the 
slightest  provocation;  and  whether,  see- 
ing that  only  two  or  three  policemen 
were  on  duty  in  the  locality  at  the  time, 
he  will  see  that  proper  steps  will  in  future 
be  taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such 
disordera. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  am  informed 
hy  the  police  authorities  that  the  facts 
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are  substantially  as  stated  in  the  first 
part  of  the  Question.  An  Orange  drum- 
ming party  appears  to  have  suddenly 
invaded  a  Nationalist  quarter,  from  which 
a  shot  was  then  fired.  The  drumming 
party  retaliated  by  firing  shots  and 
throwing  stones,  four  panes  of  glass 
being  broken.  A  force  of  thirty  extra 
police  was  in  the  town  for  duty  in  respect 
of  the  celebrations  on  the  following  diiy. 
Portion  of  this  force  was  at  once  turned 
out,  and  the  disturbance  was  q  lelled  in 
a  few  minutes.  A  prosecution  is  pending 
against  one  man  for  throwing  stones. 
The  police  were  unable  to  detect  those 
who  tired  shots  on  the  occasion. 


Irish  Tenders  for  Oast-off  Clothing  of 
Boyal  Irish  Constabulary. 

Mr.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre" 
tary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  cast-off 
clothing,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  force  is  annually  sold 
to  a  London  firm,  and  that  no  opportunity 
of  tendering  is  given  to  Irish  traders; 
and  if  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  causing  such  goods  to  be  sold  by  public 
competitioii. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  cast-off 
clothing  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabtdary 
is  disposed  of  by  contract  as  the  result 
of  tenders  obtained  in  the  open  market. 
Advertisements  for  tenders  are  inserted 
in  Irish  newspapers,  and  Irish  firms, 
therefore,  have  full  opportunity  to  tender. 
Ne  tender,  however,  has  been  received 
from  any  Irish  trader. 


EDUCATION   (PROVISION  OF  MEALS) 
BILL. 

Consolidated  from  the  Education 
(Provision  of  Meals)  Bill  and  the  Educa- 
tion (Provision  of  Meals)  (Scotland)  Bill. 
Reported,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence, 
from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments,  and  with  an  Amended 
Title. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  288.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  for 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
331.] 
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BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SWPPLV). 

Ordered,  That  on  this  day,  notwith- 
standing anything  in  Standing  Order 
No.  15,  business  other  than  Business  of 
Supply  may  be  taken  before  Eleven  of 
the  Clock. — {Sir  Henry  Campbell- Banrur- 
man.) 


SUPPLY  [llTH  Allotted  Dat,  '2kd 
Paet.] 

C!onsidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
f  Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1906-7. 

1.  £2,407,600,  Shipbuilding,  Repairs, 
jyfaintenance,  etc. — Personnel. 

Thu  SECEETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Dundee) 
said :  I  believe  I  am  taking  a  somewhat 
unusual  course  in  asking  the  Committee 
to  listen  to  a  short  statement  before  the 
discussion  of  this  Vote  begins^  But  I 
would  remind  the  Committee  that  the 
circumstances  are  unusual.  We  had  to 
take  over  the  whole  of  these  Estimates 
from  our  predecessors,  but  in  March  I  was 
careful  to  say  that  as  to  the  shipbuilding 
vote  we  reserved  our  liberty  in  certain 
respects.  I  said  the  building  of  the  four 
large  vessels  in  the  new  programme  would 
not  commence  till  a  late  period,  and  that 
as  to  these  vessels  we  did  not  propose  to  ask 
the  Committee  to  tie  its  hand  at  present. 
It  has  been  the  regular  practice  for  many 
years  past  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  Vote  8  to  a  comparatively  late  period 
of  the  session,  and  in  respect  of  that 
portion  of  the  Estimates,  therefore,  I 
claimed  a  certain  amount  of  freedom.  I 
must  begin  by  reminding  the  Committee 
that  Vote  8,  with  which  w«  are  now 
concerned,  is  the  most  important  vote  in 
the  Estimates,  the  aggregate  of  its  three 
sections  amounts  to  little  less  than 
£14,000,000 — a  sum,  I  may  say,  almost 
equal  to  the  whole  of  the  Naval  Estimates 
when  I  first  had  the  honour  of  becoming 
connected  with  the  Admiralty.  Vote  8 
is  the  dominant  vote,  and  all  other  votes 
depend  upon  it,  and  the  kernel  of  this 
vote  is  the  provision  for  new  construction. 
The  provision  for  new  construction,  taken 
roughly,  is  nine  millions  and  a  quarter 
for  the  present  year,  and  by  new 
construction,  I  ought  to  explain,  we  mean 
the  building  of  ships  that  are  not  yet 


complete,  no  matter  when  they  may  have 
been  begun — one,  two,  or  three  years  ago, 
or  they  may  not  be  begun  yet.  So  long 
as  they  are  new,,  not  finished,  the  money 
devoted  to  their  building  is  the  proviaion 
for  new  construction.  But  the  new 
programme  of  the  year  is  a  different 
thing  altogether,  it  is  part  of  the  new 
construction,  but  a  peculiar  part,  and  I 
call  it  the  inner  core  of  Vote  8.  The  new 
programme  means  those  ships  that  under 
these  Estimates  are  to  be  laid  down  for 
the  first  time. 

I    have    given    the    amount    of   new 
construction    in    the    shipbuilding    not 
yet    complete    as    nine   millions  and  » 
quarter.     The  sum  taken  for  the  new 
programme    of    the    present    year    is 
£645,000  only— by    far    the  most  im- 
portant and  significant  part  of  the  vote. 
Vote  8  as  a  wnole  must  go  on,  the  new 
construction  on  the  whole  must  proceed, 
ships  in  need  of  repair  must  be  repaired, 
ships  begun  must  be  finished  ;  but  as  to 
the  new  programme  the  Committee  has  the 
freedom   I  claimed  for  it,  the  freedom 
which  I  also  claimed  for  myself  and  tke 
Admiralty.     The  new  programme  might 
be  called  a  mouldable  and  plastic  thing.    I 
have  in  my   possession  a  record   of  the 
Estimates  of  recent  years,  showing  how 
the  new  progra.nme,  originally  set  forth 
in  official  papers,  has  been  modified  either 
by  increase  or  diminution  in  the  couise  of 
the  session  in  which  it  was  submitted  to 
Parliament.     It  is  a  plastic  thing  which 
the  House  has  full  control  over,  and  that 
is  the  main  reason  why  this  part  of  the 
Estimates    is    kept    back    so    late    in 
the     session    as     it    is    usually.        The 
Estimates  as  a   whole   are   prepared  in 
November;  they  are  considerea  before- 
hand, so  that  probably  in  most  cases  the 
new  programme  will  be  a  year  old  before 
it  is  presented.     These  Estimates  were 
framed    in    November,    and    published 
shortly  afterwards.     We  took  them  over 
from  our  predecessors.    They  knew,  and 
we    knew,     that     the    programme     of 
November  might  have  to  be  modified, 
as  in  many  cases  they  have  had  to  be- 
modified,  before  the  present  period  of  thfr 
session.      It    is  to  give    Parliamentary 
Government  a  free  hand  on  this  part  of 
the  Estimates  that  the  wise  practice  of 
recent  years  keeps  back  this  Vote  till 
the  present  period  of  the  session.     Thia 
year  we  have  had  an  exceptional  advan- 
tage.    Usually,  if   I  am  not  mistaken, 
we  have  had  to  discuss  Vote  8  without 
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having  before  us  the  Return  annually 
moved  for  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  This 
year  I  have  taken  care  that  the  Return 
should  be  expedited,  and  it  has  been 
in  the  hands  of  Members  many  weeks, 
and  it  is  the  best  text-book  I  can  take  in 
considering  the  proposals  I  have  now  to 
mention. 

I  come  to  the  main  statement  I 
have  to  make  at  this  point  -  namely, 
the  new  programme  set  forth  in  the 
memorandumaccompanying  the  Estimates 
signed  by  my  noble  friend  the  First  Lord. 
What  does  the  new  programme  of  the 
last  Admiralty  and  the  last  (Government 
consist  of  1  We  proposed,  according  to 
the  official  paper  referred  to,  to  l)egin 
building  ithis  year  four  classes  of  new 
ships.  Four  of  these  ships,  much  the 
most  important  part  of  the  whole  pro- 
gramme, we  described  as  being  armoured 
vessels.  I  think  it  is  the  undoubted  fact 
that  these  four  armoured  vessels  should 
be  of  the  "  Dreadnought "  type. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Fareham)  was  understood  to  assent  to  the 
proposition. 

'Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON: 
Secondly,  five  ocean-going  destroyers; 
thirdly,  twelve  coastal  destroyers; 
and,  '  fourthly,  twelve  submarines. 
The  Board  of  Admiralty  has  given 
this  new  programme  the  most  anxious 
consideration  during  the  period  of  five 
months  which  has  elasped  since  we 
laid  the  Estimates  as  a  whole  before  the 
Committee.  I  have  now  to  say  what 
they  propose  to  do  after  this  reconsidera- 
tion and  review.  It  is  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  that 
the  new  programme  I  have  detailed 
should  be  reduced  in  the  following 
porticulara.  Instead  of  four  "  Dreao- 
noughts"  we  propose  to  lay  down 
only  three.  Instead  of  five  ocean-going 
deatToyera  we  propose  to  lay  down  only 
two.  We  leave  the  coastal  destroyers  at 
twelve,  but  we  propose  to  reduce  the 
namber  of  submarines  from  twelve  to 
ei^t.  Let  me  state  as  clearly  as  I  can  the 
financial  effect  of  what  we  propose.  The 
old  new  programme,  if  I  may  so  call  it— 
the  original  new  programme  only  calls  for 
the  trilling  expenditure  of  £645,000  in 
this  year's  Eietimates.  The  burden  was 
to  fall  on  future  years.     I  propose  now 


to  state  to  the  House  the  amount  o* 
liability  involved  iu  the  original  new 
programme.  The  amount  of  expenditure 
to  which  it  would  have  committed  the 
country  and  the  House,  the  total  liability 
on  the  original  new  programme,  according 
to  Lord  Cawdor's  Memorandum  and  our 
own  Estimates,  was  on  Vote  8  £8,132,000 
in  rough  figures,  and  if  we  add  to  that 
the  correlative  expenditure  on  Vote  9  for 
armaments,  which  is  redly  part  of  the 
programme — a  sum  of  £1,210,000 — we 
have  a  total  committal  by  the  original 
new  programme  from  beginning  to  end 
of  about  £9,.S40,000. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of 
London) :  Spread  over  a  period  of 
years. 

♦Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Yes. 
In  the  caseof  the  "Dreadnoughts"  it  would 
take  two  years,  so  that  the  heavy  liability 
would  be  in  the  second  year.  I  will  now 
state  what  is  the  corresponding  liability 
in  the  revised  new  programme  which  I 
submit  on  behalf  of  the  Admiralty. 
Our  new  programme,  revised  as  I  have 
stated,  involves  a  total  liability  of 
£5,900,000  in  Vote  8  alone,  or,  if  we  add 
armaments,  a  total  liability  of  £6,800,000. 
In  other  words,  we  reduce  the  total 
committal  of  the  new  programme  from 
£9,300,000  to  £6,800,000,  or  a  reduction 
of  £2,500,000.  I  proceed  to  take  the 
financial  effect  of  our  proposed  reduc- 
tions, first  on  the  current  Estimates, 
and  secondly  on  the  Estimates  for  the 
next  year.  I  do  not  think  I  will  venture 
further  than  that.  The  financial  result 
on  this  year's  Estimates  will  be  that 
about  a  quarter  of  £645,000  will  not  be 
spent  on  the  new  programme.  But  there 
are  contingent  necessities,  such  as  the 
salvage  of  the  "  Montagu,"  which  must  be 
provided  for,  so  that  the  total  of  this 
year's  Estimates  will  not  benefit  very 
much  by  the  reduction.  It  is  on 
next  year's  that  the  first  and  main 
effect  of  our  proposals  will  appear. 

Although  we  are  reducing  the  sum 
to  be  paid  under  this  year's  Estimates 
I  do  not  think  that  the  full  financial  efiect 
of  our  proposals  will  be  felt  till  next  year. 
The  financial  effect  on  next  year's  Esti- 
mates 1907-8  will  be  that  there  will  be  a 
lightening  of  those  Estimates  to  the 
following  extent.  Vote  8  will  be 
lightened  by  the  sum  of  £1,305,308.    If 
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I  throw  in  the  correaponding  part  of 
Vote  9  the  net  result  is  that  next  year's 
Estimates  will  be  lightened  to  the  extent 
of  £1,488,680,  or  roughly  speaking 
£1,500,000.  I  should  give  notice  now, 
though  it  is  not  relevant  to  the  Vote, 
that  in  connection  with  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  destroyers,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  lay  down,  early  in  the 
next  financial  year,  what  is  called 
t.  mother  ship  or  a  parent  ship  for 
torpedo  boat  destroyers.  Usually  ships 
are  laid  down  late  in  the  year,  but 
it  is  thought  that  this  particular 
parent  ship  should  be  laid  down  early 
in  the  year,  although  it  will  not 
form  part  of  this  year's  Estimates. 
Now  as  to  the  types.  The  three 
armoured  vessels  which  will  take  the 
place  of  the  four  armoured  vessels  of 
the  original  programme  will  be  "Dread- 
noughts "  with  a  displacement  of  600 
tons  in  excess  of  that  of  the  first 
vessel  of  this  class.  Of  these  three 
vessels  one  will  be  giv«n  out  to  private 
contractors  and  two  will  be  built  in 
Government  dockyards,  one  at  Ports- 
mouth and  the  other  at  Devonport.  As 
to  the  mother  ship  for  destroyers,  I 
believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  it  will 
probably  go  to  Pembroke.  Ocean  going 
and  coastal  destroyers  have  always  hither- 
to gone  and  will  now  go  to  private 
firms  who  have  made  a  speciality  of  them, 
but  there  is  to  be  a  new  departure  in 
regard  to  submarines,  which  have  always 
been  built  by  private  contract.  This 
year  the  Admiralty  propose  to  build 
some  themselves,  and  these  will  go  to 
Chatham- 

I  have  now  stated  the  revision  which 
we  propose  in  the  new  programme  which 
we  inherited  from  our  predecessors,  but 
my  story  is  not  yet  complete.  The  Com- 
mittee knows  that  a  great  international 
conference  is  soon  to  meet  at  The  Hague 
having  for  one  of  its  many  objects  an 
international  movement  in  favour  of  the 
reduction  of  armaments.  The  Committee 
knows  the  attitude  taken  up  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Foreign  Secretary  in 
regard  to  that  proposal.  The  Committee 
is  aware  of  its  own  Resolution  unani- 
mously passed  cnlUng  upon  the  Grovern- 
ment  to  further  that  movement  in  every 
way.  All  these  things  have  been  present 
in  the  minds  of  the  Grovernment  and  of 
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the  Admiralty,  and  I  have  now  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Commit  ee  for  trespass- 
ing beyond  the  strict  limit  of  the  Estimates 
of  this  year  and  lifting  the  veil  to  some 
extent  in  regard  to  the  Estimates  of  next 
year.  Instead  of  the  four  armoured 
vessels  which  it  was  originally  intended 
to  lay  down  in  1907-8  we  propose  to 
make  provision  for  two  armoured  vesseb 
only,  but  with  the  proviso  to  be  stated 
in  the  Estimates  that  a  third  armoured 
vessel  is  to  be  laid  down  if  the  proposals 
in  regard  to  the  reduction  of  armaments 
laid  before  The  Hague  Conference  prove  to 
be  abortive.  Further,  the  amount  to  be 
taken  for  new  vessels  to  be  laid  down 
in  1907-8  is  to  be  limited  to  a  small  smn, 
and  they  will  not  be  commenced  till  a 
late  period  of  the  year,  and  this  emphasises 
to  The  Hague  Conference  the  good  faith 
of  the  British  Government  in  its  desire  to 
bring  about  a  reduction  of  armaments. 
One  further  little  digression  may  be 
allowed  me.  I  do  not  want  the  Committee 
to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  what  I  have 
said  exhausts  the  list  of  possible  eco- 
nomies. I  must  say  once  more  that  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  are  unanimously 
satisfied  that  whilst  these  reductions 
may  be  made  we  shall  nevertheless  be 
maintaining  the  strength  required  to 
secure  the  naval  supremacy  of  this 
country. 

I  should  like,  if  I  may,  to  antici- 
pate possible  criticisms  of  our  economies . 
I  hope  I  may  not  have  to  fight 
both  sides  of  the  House.  I  am  well 
aware  that  there  may  be  and  pro- 
bably will  be  two  entirely  different 
schools  of  critics  each  of  which  may  be  dis- 
satisfied with  our  proposals.  Some  may  ask 
"  Why  have  you  reduced  so  much,'  and 
others  "  Why  have  you  reduced  so  little." 
I  can  hardly  hope  to  satisfy  both,  but 
there  are  one  or  two  considerations  which 
I  would  ask  them  to  bear  in  mind  in  their 
criticisms.  First  of  all  as  to  those  who 
may  object  to  our  reductions,  whom  I 
think  I  may  identify  as  supporters  of 
the  old  Board  of  Admiralty  which 
arranged  the  new  programme  we 
are  reducing.  Nevertheless  I  am 
forced  to  say  that  so  many  statements 
has  been  made  about  this  question ; 
there  have  been  so  many  stories  of  dis- 
sension and  resignations  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  do  that  which  is  generally  re- 
cognised    as    an     unwise     thing     and 
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that  is  to  define  the  responsibility  of 
our  naval  colleagues  for  the  proposals 
which  we  are  now  making.  I  would 
remind  my  hon.  friends  opposite  that 
the  naval  advisers  of  the  First  Lord  are 
the  same  gallant  and  distinguished  officers 
who  filled  similar  positions  under  Lord 
Oiwdorand  before  that  under  Lord  Sel- 
boame.  Moreover,  they  are  the  authors 
of  the  originiil  programme,  but  they  have 
recently  revised  it.  We  have  the  authority 
of  the  authors  of  the  original  programme 
for  saying  that.  It  is  unwise,  I  think, 
to  separate  our  responsibility,  and  I 
think  our  solidarity  should  be  main- 
tained. I  object,  therefore,  to  separate 
the  functions  of  the  Naval  Lords  from 
those  of  their  colleagues,  but  so  much 
has  been  said  about  dissensions  and  re- 
gigistions  that  I  think  it  is  right  to  say 
that  they  themselves  have  recommended 
08  who  are  their  colleagues  to  revise  the 
new  programme  which  we  submit  to  the 
Committee.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
prndent  on  my  part  to  give  reasons  for 
the  course  we  are  talong.  They  are 
confidential  reasons  and  I  could  not  give 
them,  but  I  may  indulge  in  a  general 
rorvey  of  the  naval  position.  The 
Sea  Lords  think  that  the  balance  of  sea 
power  will  not  be  imperilled  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  changes  we  have 
lecommended. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :   Does  that  in- 
clude next  year  ? 

♦Me.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
whole  thing.  They  are  convinced  that  the 
•bength  of  the  Navy  at  the  present 
moment  is  overwhelming,  and  that  is  the 
best  justification  for  the  attitude  we  have 
taken  up.  I  do  not  want  to  say  any- 
tJiing  about  foreign  Navies,  but  I  must 
ttj  with  aU  caution  and  reserve  that 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  has  not 
be»i  that  progress  and  advancement 
which  was  anticipated  when  the  Estimates 
were  framed.  I  believe  that  is  the 
opinion  of  the  naval  experts,  and  I 
believe  it  to  be  well  founded. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  I  have  carried 
conviction  to  the  minds  of  those  who  seem 
to  object  to  the  cutting  down  of  the  pro- 
giamme,  but  may  I  now  address  myself 
for  a  few  moments,  mainly  to  those  on 
tUs  ride  of  the  House,  who  do  not  think 
we  have  cut  down   enough.    I  would 
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remind  my  hon.  friends  in  the  first  phice 
that  in  naval  expenditure  it  is  much 
easier  tr  build  up  than  to  destroy.  It 
is  very  easy,  for  example,  to  create  moral 
and  vested  interests,  but  it  is  hard, 
indeed,  to  cut  them  down ;  and  I  hope 
my  hon.  friends  who  take  what  I  may 
call  an  extreme  view  of  the  case  will  not 
press  me  over-much  from  that  point  of 
view.  I  have  seen  some  ingenious  cal- 
culations to  the  effect  that  the  Navy 
Estimates  should  be  reduced  at  once  to 
the  level  at  which  they  stood  in  1898  or 
1899,  or  some  other  year.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  no  courageous  stroke  of 
the  pen  will  bring  back  the  Estimates 
to  that  level  in  the  compass  of  a  single 
year.  That  is  all  I  will  say  on  that  point. 
I  would  remind  my  hon.  friends  further 
of  what  I  am  sure  they  will  never  forget, 
what  the  Admiralty,  at  all  events,  must 
always  remember — how  vast  are  the 
Imperial  responsibilities  of  this  country 
and  how  entirely  they  depend  upon  the 
active  strength  of  the  British  Navy.  I 
am  not  speaking  of  the  protection  of  the 
Colonies  alone.  Qreat  Britain  has  senti- 
mental interests,  over  and  above  her 
connection  with  the  Colonies,  all  over 
the  world.  These  must  always  be  kept 
in  mind  in  considering  what  possible 
reductions  may  be  made  in  naval  ex- 
penditure. Again,  do  not  let  us  forget 
that  under  the  present  state  of  inter* 
national  law — whether  it  is  right  or  wrong 
I  say  nothing — we,  with  our  enormous 
commerce,  stand  in  a  peculiar  danger 
on  account  of  the  liability  of  our  private 
ships  to  be  captured  and  destroyed  by 
the  enemy.  It  must  also  be  remembered 
that  so  long  as  we  have  a  Navy  at  all 
there  must  be  a  certain  amount  of  annual 
replacement  going  on.  And,  finally,  I 
must  ask  my  hon.  friends  to  bear  in  mind 
the  skilled  opinion  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  new  type  of  battleship  that  has  been 
emerging  in  recent  years.  We  may  be 
responsible  for  its  emergence  at  thi  time, 
but  the  efiect  of  the  possible  growth  in 
other  navies  of  a  number  of  these  enor- 
mous battleships  has  to  be  kept  in  mi  ad 
by  the  British  Admiralty.  I  hope  my 
hon.  friends  will  also  bear  in  mind  that 
unhappily  the  big  battleship  grows 
bigger  and  more  expensive  every  year.  It 
is  a  formidable  problem.  I  think  about 
twenty  years  ago  or  a  little  more  a  ship 
now  doomed,  the  "  CoUingwood,"  a  great 
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the  gun-power  of  any  existing  battle- 
ship, and  sufficient  speed  and  coal 
endurance  to  overhaul  or  out-manoeuvre 
aiiy  battleship  afloat.  It  was,  however, 
most  important  to  realise  that  the 
ships  of  the  new  type  could  not  be  mixed 
advantageously  with  the  older  types  of 
battleships,  and  to  attempt  such  a  thing 
would  deprive  the  new  type  of  its  peculiar 
and  overwhelming  advantages.  To  get 
the  value  of  this  new  type  there  must 
be  homogeneous  squadrons.  The  first 
country  that  completed  a  fleet  of 
"Dreadnoughts"  would,  ipso  fado,  se- 
cure the  undisputed  command  of  the  sea. 
It  could  not  be  too  strongly  emphasised 
that  the  two-Power  standard  was  not 
intended  as  a  strategical  rejoinder  to  any 
particular  menace,  but  merely  as  a 
convenient  margin  readily  adaptable  to 
the  changing  conditions  of  naval  power, 
and  with  the  additional  merits  of  being 
simply  expressed  and  easily  understood. 
Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  still  stand 
by  the  two-Power  standard  on  that 
theory  ?  If  not,  the  change  altered  the 
whole  basis  on  which  our  naval  pro- 
grammes in  past  years  had  proceeded. 
He  also  pointed  out  that  practically  the 
whole  of  the  money  spent  in  shipbuilding 
went  back  into  the  pockets  of  the  people. 
There  were  few  classes  of  employment 
which  gave  better  wages  to  large  numbsrs 
of  our  working  classes.  It  was  therefore 
surely  inconsistent  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  by  one  courageous  stroke 
of  the  pen,  to  take  away  the  equivalent 
of  between  £300,000  and  £400,000  of 
wages  from  the  working  classes  and  on 
the  other  hand  to  give  a  dole  of  £200,000 
to  the  unemployed  for  work  which  was 
bound  to  be  absolutely  unproductive. 
We  were  bound,  if  we  intended  to  retain 
our  naval  supremacy,  to  retain  a  supre- 
macy in  ships  of  the  new  type.  In  the 
immediate  future  we  would  only  have 
seven  ships  of  the  new  type  laid  down  as 
against  six  by  France,  three  by  Germany, 
and  three  by  the  United  States.  In  the 
new  type,  therefore,  we  would  fall  far 
below  the  two-Power  standard.  We 
could  not  count  on  maintaining  our 
superiority  in  building-speed.  As  to 
ships  of  the  new  type,  our  position 
seemed  to  be  one  not  only  of  gravity,  but 
of  urgency.  If  money  must  be  saved,  let 
the  Government  pursue  the  policy  of 
discarding  more  obsolescent  ships  and  of 
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keeping  fewer  first-class  ships  in  com- 
mission. But  let  them  not  destroy  the 
line-of-battle  fleet  of  the  future  by  starv- 
ing the  building  programme  now.  Th» 
inevitable  result  would  be  a  panic  in  a. 
few  years,  followed  by  an  avalanche  of 
extravagant  expenditure.  To  accompany 
a  reduction  of  the  Army  by  a  reduction  in. 
the  Navy  was  to  risk  a  national  catas- 
trophe in  the  pursuit  of  a  showy 
Budget.  The  country  did  not  desire 
great  economies  in  the  Navy  Estimates, 
and  would  not  tolerate  any  weakening, 
in  our  naval  strength.  He  gave  the 
Government  credit  for  proclaiming  to  the- 
world  their  desire  to  promote  the  era. 
of  universal  peace.  But  we  owed  the 
last  fifty  years  of  uninterrupted  naval 
peace  to  the  recognised  invincibility  of 
the  British  Navy ;  and  once  the  belief 
in  that  invincibility  were  destroyed » 
the  era  of  peace  would  be  doomed. 

Me.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  TydvU) 
said  the  fact  that  the  Government  wwe- 
reducing  their  naval  expenditure  was-  a 
proof  to  foreign  nations  of  the  sincerity 
of  their  purpose.  It  was  an  insult  to 
foreign  nations  for  the  hon.  Member 
for  Pareham  to  say  that  even 
although  The  Hague  Conference  re- 
commended a  reduction  in  armaments- 
there  was  no  guarantee  that  they  would 
carry  out  the  decision  come  to.  He- 
welcomed,  so  far  as  it  went,  the  statement; 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  r^ard 
to  the  proposed  reductions.  £2,500,000- 
was  a  small  reduction,  but  it  marked  the 
turn  of  the  tide.  The  expenditure  upon 
preparations  for  war,  naval  and  military, 
was  admitted  to  be  excessive.  The 
great  conference  which  came  to  a  con- 
clusion the  other  day  had  proved  that 
there  was  a  desire  on  all  hands  for  a. 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  armaments. 
The  announcement  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  following  upon 
the  annoimcement  of  the  Secretary  for 
War  would  be  welcomed  by  the  friends  of 
peace  and  arbitration  all  over  the  world 
as  a  genuine  step  towards  a  more  sensible 
policy  in  the  settlement  of  international' 
disputes.  He  welcomed  the  policy  of 
economy  indicated  by  the  right  hon.. 
Gientleman,  because  it  showed  that  at 
last  the  idea  of  maintaining  bulk  under- 
the  impression  that  we  were  maintaining, 
efficiency     had.    been     exploded.      N» 
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greater  falsehood  could  find  currency 
than  that  mere  bulk  impUed  either 
stoength  or  efiSciency.  Economy  did 
not  imply  inefficiency.  It  simply  im- 
plied that  the  necessary  resources  would 
be  of  the  most  efficient  kind  and  that  the 
beet  value  possible  would  be  obtained. 
He  hoped  the  b^inning  which  had  been 
made  that  day  of  a  more  economical 
policy  would  be  continued,  and  that  the , 
example  would  be  followed,  tmtU  the 
time  came  when  nations  would  be 
ashamed  to  waste  money  on  war  and  i 
preparations  for  war  while  social  re- 
forms and  humanitarian  reforms  were 
being  starved. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  8.E.)  said 
that  anyone  would  have  supposed  from 
the  speech  of   the    hon.    Member   for 
Merthyr      Tydvil     that      international 
disputes     were     settled     by      peaceful 
persuasion    and    that    it   was   his   view 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  any 
fighting  force.     But  where  should  we  be  \ 
if  we  had  not  our  Army  and  Navy  at  our 
back  to  carry  out  peaceful  persuasions  ? 
He  did  not  think  we  should  be  the  victors 
in  the   dispute.    The   most   important 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  was  that  in  which   he  . 
alluded  to  what  he  called  his  new  de- ' 
partoie,    when   he   took  the  dangerous , 
step  of  introducing  the  names  of  the  j 
naval  advisers  of   the  Crown  into  dis- , 
CQSsions  in  this  House.  Vote  8,  he  had  told  > 
the  Committee,  was  a  plastic  sort  of  Vote  j 
and  it  seemed  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- . 
mentto  be  very  plastic.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  a  good  deal  on  this 
Vote  about  its  financial  effects,  but  he  did 
not  say  a  word  about  its  military  eSect ; 
m  fact,  the  whole  tone  of  his  speech  was  an 
apology  to  his  own  suporters  for  our 
Ittving  a  Navy  at  all.   He  seemed ,  like  the 
hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil,  to  rely 
upon  The  Hague  Conference.  It  seemed  a 
dangerous  policy  to  introduce  the  names 
of  the  naval    advisers  in   this    House, 
because  what  were  the  responsibilities  of 
those  naval  advisers.     He  presumed  they 
recommended  programmes  to  the  Govern- 
ment   upon     the     absolute     necessities 
of  the  case.     In  fact,  that  was  apparent 
from  the  Report  of  Earl  Cawdor,  pre- 
sented in  November,  1905,  which  showed 
the  view  of  the  Admiralty  in  that  year. 
Now  the  same  gentlemen  were  prepared 
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I  to  come  forward  apparently  and  say  that 
they  approved  of  the  reduction  of 
£2,500,000  whereas  in  1905  they  said  the 
ezpediture  then  advocated  was  ajbsolute- 
ly  necessary.  The  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty had  said  he  would  not  mention  much. 
I  about  foreign  navies,  but  there  was  an 
Intelligence  Department  in  the  (Jovem- 
ment.  Were  they  not  aware  in  1905  and 
in  February,  1906,  when  Lord  Tweed-^ 
mouth  issued  his  Report,  of  the  reasons 
put  forward  to-day  for  reducing  the. 
Estimates  ?  Were  they  not  then  aware 
of  the  condition  of  foreign  navies  ? 
How  was  it  that  the  same  navat 
advisers  who  declared  last  year  that  a. 
large  increase  was  necessary  now  author- 
ised the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  thafr 
it  would  be  quite  safe  to  spend  £2,500,000 
less  on  ships  ?  That  did  not  give  him. 
much  confidence  in  their  naval  advisers, 
and  he  was  afraid  that  political  reasons- 
had  induced  them  to  depart  from  military 
and  naval  considerations.  Naval  warfare 
was  an  almost  unknown  quantity.  When, 
they  found  the  Secretary  for  War  coming 
down  to  the  House  and  adopting  the 
blue- water  theory  surely  it  must  entaif 
upon  them  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  an 
adequate  Fleet  instead  of  knoclang  off 
£2,500,000.  He  hoped  some  more  intelr 
ligible  reason  would  be  given  for  thesa 
reductions. 

Mb.  BEAUCHAMP  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
toft) said  that  unlike  the  hon.  Member 
for  Durham  he  was  content  to  accept  th&. 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  naval  advisers, 
that  the  shipbuilding  programme  which, 
was  being  put  forward  was  sufficient  to- 
maintain  what  they  certainly  all  desired,, 
namely,  the  supremacy  of  the  British. 
Navy.  He  was  glad  that  the  ships  to  be 
built  were  battleships,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  result  of  The  Hague  Conference  next, 
year  would  be  that  they  would  be  able 
to  reduce  their  programme  from  three 
battleships  to  two.  He  was  not,  however, 
particularly  sanguine  about  the  result  of 
The  Hague  Conference,  considering  what 
they  did  in  1899.  The  Secretary  to  the- 
Admiralty  had  drawn  attention  to  what, 
happened  then,  and  had  said,  that  that 
conference  was  called  primarily  to  en- 
deavour to  reduce  the  naval  expenditurfr 
of  the  various  countries  of  the-  worlds 
because  they  were  getting  alarmed  at. 
the  growth  of  the  Naval  expenditure  io- 
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have  practically  a  certainty  of  victory 
if  we  came  into  collision  with  their 
combined  fleets.  But  we  should  not  have 
an  absolute  certainty  of  victory  if  we 
were  only  equal  in  strength  to  the  fleets 
of  the  two  Powers.  It  was  obvious  that 
if  our  fleet  were  only  ship  for  ship  equal 
to  those  of  the  next  two  strongest  Powers, 
we  should  not  have  a  reasonable  prospect 
— other  things  being  equal — of  victory. 
It  would  be  a  toss  up  who  would  win. 
We  had  no  right  to  assume  a  monopoly 
of  pluck  or  fighting  capacity.  Included, 
then,  in  the  phrase  the  "  two-Power 
standard"  was  the  assumption  that  we 
should  have  10  per  cent,  more  battle- 
ships then  those  possessed  by  our  rivals. 
This  10  per  cent,  would  make  allowance 
at  the  beginning  of  a  war  for  battleships 
on  foreign  stations,  as  well  as  preponder- 
ance in  numbers  to  ensure  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  victory.  They  all  knew 
the  advantage  Japan  got  in  their  last  war 
by  getting  in  the  first  blow.  A  sufficient 
battleship  squadron  on  the  spot  at  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  was  obviously 
essential  to  our  safety.  He  submitted 
therefore  that  in  battleships  we  should 
have  10  per  cent,  more  than  any  two  com- 
bined Powers.  He  did  noit  include 
cruisers  in  his  calculation,  because  that 
class  of  ships  was  used  for  a  perfectly 
difEerent  purpose,  viz.,  for  scouting  and 
for  the  protection  of  our  mer- 
cantile marine,  which  was  the  largest 
mercantile  marine  in  the  world.  How 
did  the  standard  of  new  construction 
laid  down  by  the  Admiralty  in  the  state- 
ment of  policy  set  forth  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  compare  with  that  of 
France  and  Germany,  taking  into  con- 
sideration their  actual  and  projected 
expenditure,  in  the  immediate  future 
In  1904  he  understood  that  France 
and  Germany  combined  had  an  ex- 
penditure on  new  construction  of 
£10,300,000  compared  with  our  expendi- 
ture of  £12,500,000,  so  that  we  were  more 
than  £2,000,000  ahead  of  France  and 
Germany  combined.  In  1909,  if  they 
accepted  the  statements  made  on  the 
Continent,  France  and  Germany  would 
expend  £12,900,000  on  new  construction 
as  compared  with  our  expenditure  of 
£10,100,000.  That  was  to  say  that  under 
the  programme  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment before  it  was  proposed  to  reduce 
Canljiin  /?>••«« 


it      as      now,      we      should      be      ex- 
pending £2,800,000  on  new  construction, 
less  than  France  and  (Jermany  combined. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  would  see  that  if  we 
were  to  keep  up  the  supremacy  of  our 
Navy  in  the  future  we  must  not  only 
go  on  with  the  original  programme  of  new- 
construction,  but  in  order  to  keep    up 
with  the    two-Power  standard    in    thj 
fu  ure  we   might  have    to   increase  it- 
Could  it  be  tndy  said  that    we    were 
leading  the  pace  in  augmenting  arma- 
ments 1    On  the  contrary,  it  was  obvious- 
that  if  France  and  Germany  proceeded 
with  their  programme,  as  of  course,  they 
would,     whatever     preponderance     we 
might    now    have    would    soon    have 
vanished,  and  that  instead  of  decreasing: 
our  programme,  if  we  were  to  maintain, 
our    supremacy  we  might  very    likely 
before  long  have  to  increase  our  expendi- 
ture, unless  we  were  content  to  lose  our 
own   guarantee    for   peace   and   safety. 
Turning    from    the    question     of     ex- 
penditure to  the  actual  number  of  ar- 
moured ships — battleships  and  crmsers — 
how  did  we  stand,  and  how  should  we 
stand  in  the  near  future  if  we  continued. 
the  policy  laid  down  by  the  Government 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  the  memo- 
randum issued  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  of  building  four  armoured  ships- 
annually  ?    He  had  before  in  this  House 
expressed  the  view,  which  he  believed  was 
held  by  our  best  admirals,  that  the  usefuL 
efficient  life  of  a  battleship  might  be  put 
at  fifteen  years.    Taking  into  considera- 
tion this  question  of  obsolete  ships,  our 
position  at  the  beginning  of  1906  was  that 
we  had  forty-seven  battleships  less  than, 
fifteen  years  old  against  twenty-nine  held 
by  France  and    Germany.    And   as  re 
garded     armoured     cruisers     we     had. 
twenty-four  as  against  twenty-two  held 
by  those  two  Powers.     He  wished  to  call 
attention  to  the  curious  fact  that,  in  spite 
of    our    having    twenty-four  armoured. 
cruisers    against    twenty-two    possessed 
by  France  and   (Jermany,  it    had    been, 
thought  necessary  to  increase  our  superi- 
ority in  battleships  by  three.    Not  only 
the  Sea  Lords,  but  the  Civil  Lords  had 
agreed  to  that  policy  after  the  experience 
of  the  war  between  Japan  andjRussia.. 
Admitting   that    we    were    numerically 
superior  to  other  countries  at  present,  we 
ought  to  look  a  little  ahead.    Taking, 
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the  st&ndard  as  before,  and  not  taking 
into  consideration  the  abominable  reduc- 
tions which  had  just  been  announced — 
ICries  of  "  Oh,  Oh  t"]— he  used  the  only 
words  he  could  to  express  the  feelings  of 
A  man    who  had  served  in  the  Navy — 
what  would  be  the  position  in    1910? 
He  was  in  a  little  bit  of  a  difficulty 
with  r^^ard  to  the  figures  as  t^ey  would 
-stand    at    the    end   of    1910,   since   he 
did  not  know  whether  the  armoured  ships 
-our  Admiralty  were  to  lay  down  were  to  be 
■armoured  cruisers  or  battleships.   So  they 
had  to    consider    the  total    number    of 
armoured  cruisers  and  battleships  against 
^e  total  armoured  cruisers  and  battle- 
-ships    of     France     and      Oermany     at 
tiiat  date.    He  thought,    however,  that 
the  correct  figures  would  be  that   Qreat 
Britain  would  have  had  under  the  pro- 
gramme of  February  last,  if  it  had  been 
carried    out,  eighty-three,   while  France 
and  Germany  would  have  had  sixty-seven. 
That  would   seom    a   very    satisfactory 
position,  but  he  would  like  to  test  it  in 
the  light  of  the  experience  gained  in  the 
war    between   Japan    and     Russia   and 
the  alterations  in  shipbuilding  consequent 
thereapoi.      What    had    been    proved 
beyond  doubt  and    what    he    believed 
the^right  hon.  Gentleman  had  agreed  to 
was*  ^t  many  protected  cruisers  which 
we  had  had  in  the  past,  and  of  which 
we  had  laid  150  upon  the  scrap   heap 
were  practically  useless  for    war.     That 
had  been    agreed    to    as    good    policy 
and  he  saw  no  attempt  to  bring  these 
cruisers    back    into    tiie    service.     But 
tiiere  were  still  a  large  nmnber   of  pro- 
tected cruisers  in  l^e  Fleet  which  were 
of  very  little   use  for  war,  such  as  the 
"Terrible"  and   Ae   "Powerful"     We 
should  not  forget  the  services    they  ren- 
dered in   connection    with    the     South 
African  War,  but  it  was  not  the  ships 
that  fought  bat   the   men.    The  ships 
never     fought     and    never     came      in 
actual  collision  with  the  enemy,   and  for 
his  part  he  was  glad  that  tiiey  did  not, 
becaoae  they  were  oo^nparatively  useless 
ships.    He  would    aak   hon.    Gentlemen 
to  consider    whether,   when    after    the 
termination    of     their     present     Gom- 
miwions     these    ships     came      in     the 
ordinary    course   into   dockyard    hands, 
it  would  be  worth  the  Admiralty's  while 
to  spend  the  large  sum  necessary  to  make 
them  efficient  or  whether  it  would  not  be 
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better  to  scrapheap  them  for  the  same 
reasons    that  had    led  them  to   scrap- 
heap  the  150  others.     The  ships  which 
would  have  to  be  put  into  the  place  of 
the  "  Powerful "  and  the  "  Terrible"  and 
such  like  monsters  should  be  the  armoured 
cruisers   which   the   Admiralty   did   not 
pretend  that  they  were  g  )ing  to  lay  down 
this  year  at  aU.     He  did  not  find  fault 
with    the    fact    that    the    Government 
were  proposing  to  build  three  battleships, 
but  he  thought-  that  on  the  figures  the/ 
ought  to  build  armoured  cruisers  also. 
He  did  not  think  the  Sea  Lords  would,  if 
left  to  their  own  free  will,  have  advised 
the  Government  to  reduce  the  shipbuild- 
ing programme.  This  programme  was  put 
before  the  House  in  February  when  they 
said  what  they  thought  it  was  right  to 
do,  and  they   would    never,    if   left   to 
themselves,  have  out  it  down  in  July. 
But  hon.  Gentlemen  must  look  a  little 
further  ahead,  because  the  programmes 
of  shipbuilding    laid    down    by    foreign 
countries  went  further   than    even    the 
year  1910.     Supposing  they  went  a  little 
further  and  o.iloulated  what  the    result 
of  the  shipbuilding  programmes  would  be 
twelve  years  hence.     Taking  fifteen  years 
as  the  Ufe  of  a  battleship  and  considering 
battleships  and    armoured    cruisers,  he 
believed  the  statement  was  correct  that 
if  we  went  on  on  the  basis  before  this 
reduction  was  proposed  then  our  position 
in  1919  would  be  this:     Great  Britain 
would   have  sixty-three  to    France   and 
Grermany's  sixty-eight,  that  was  to  say 
that  instead  of  our  being  in  a  position  of 
supremacy  under  the  two-Power  standard 
we     should     be    five     ships     behind. 
He  chose  some  date  far  ahead  because, 
first,  that  (.  ate  was  the  one  that  marked 
the  completion    of  the  present  foreign 
programmes,    and,     secondly,     because, 
he   did    not   wish    to    see  a  small    bit 
of  shipbuilding  this  year,  a  big  bit  of 
shipbmlding  another  year  and  a  bigger 
bit   the    year  aftsr.     What  he   wanted 
was  continuity  of  policy.    If  the  Sec- 
retiry    to     the     Admiralty    would   gat 
up  and  say  that  he  would  continue  to 
build    three   ships  every  year   until  we 
reached  the   twoP-ower    standard    that 
would  be  the  sort  of  continuity  of  policy 
which  he  asked  for.     He  said,  however, 
that   we    ought    to    build    four    ships 
every  year  until   we  attained  the  two- 
Power  standard  and  then  to  maintain  it 
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at  that  standard.  This,  he  believed, 
the  country  wished  for,  and  this 
they  would  sooner  or  later  make 
the  Grovemment  carry  out.  Ab  to  the 
size  of  battleships  it  had  been  said  that  it 
was  bad  to  build  big  ships  because  they 
cost  so  much,  but  he  never  knew  any- 
thing which  if  you  wanted  to  get  the 
beft  did  not  cost  a  large  sum  of  money. 
He  had  always  acted  upon  that  principle 
in  his  private  affairs  and  had  found 
it  pay,  end  in  his  judgment  the  best 
things  to  buy  were  big  battleships.  It 
was  said  in  the  last  days  of  wooden  ships 
that  a  two-decker  was  better  than  a 
three-decker.  That  might  be  so  in  those 
times,  because  there  was  a  limit  to  the  size 
of  vessels  built  of  wood  beyond  which  they 
could  not  go.  Conditions  were  different 
now  that  iron  lad  replaced  vood  and 
steel  had  replaced  iron.  No  hniit  lad 
yet  been  reached  as  to  the  size  of  the 
ship  we  could  build.  Increased  armaments, 

red,  and  coal  capacity  could  here  be 
ained  without  sacrificing  other  essential 
features.  The  new  ships  should  not  be 
cruisers,  but  battleships.  What  we 
needed  were  the  biggest  battle-ships 
with  the  biggest  armaments  in  order 
that  this  country  might  wipe  the  floor 
with  any  nation  which  had  the  temerity 
unnecessarily  to  come  into  collision 
with  it. 

*Mk.  BRAMSDON  (Portsmouth)  ex- 
pressed his  gratitude  to  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  for  the  extremely  clear 
way  in  which  he  had  put  this  Vote  before 
the  country.  Never  had  he  heard  a 
Vote  put  in  a  better  or  clearer  way. 
The  statement  was  unanswerable.  The 
Admiralty  had  as  their  advisers  the  most 
experienced  professional  men  that  the 
world  had  ever  seen.  Especially  was 
that  the  case  at  the  present  time.  He 
did  not  think  anybody  would  deny  that 
they  were  equal  to  the  best  in  British 
history.  Those  advisers  were  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  scheme  propounded  this 
afternoon.  If  they  had  been  at  sixes 
and  sevens  with  the  First  Lord  and  with 
those  who  had  associated  themselves 
with  him  he  could  have  understood  a 
big  debate  taking  place  in  the  House, 
but  as  it  was  he  suggested  that  they 
might  accept  the  statement  of  the  Secre- 
tr.ry  to  the  Admiralty  and  feel  satisfied 
that  our  Naval  interests  were  properly 
Captain  Itervey. 


looked  after.  He  believed  in  a  strong 
Navy,  and  in  the  two-Power  standard, 
and  he  would  reject  anything  which 
would  endanger  the  stability  of  the  Navy. 
He  reminded  the  Committee  that  the 
gross  steam  tonnage  of  the  Britiah  Empire 
was  abeady  16,000,000,  the  next  highest 
being  Germany  with  3,000,000.  If 
these  figures  were  looked  at  the  Com- 
mittee would  understand  what  was 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  our  Empire. 
While  he  believed  in  having  a  strong  Navy 
he  felt  sure  that  the  nation  was  safe  in 
the  Admiralty's  hands,  as  he  had  implicit 
confidence  in  those  who  were  now  in 
power.  Considering  the  enormous  size  of 
the  British  mercantile  marine  as  compared 
with  that  of  all  the  other  nations  of  the 
world,  a  very  great  responsibility  rested 
on  the  Admiralty,  but  he  believed  they 
could  place  implicit  confidence  in  the 
Government.  He  rather  resented  the 
insinuation  that  the  responsible  pro- 
fessional advisers  were  not  quite  honest 
in  the  advice  which  they  gave. 

♦Captain  HERVEY  :  I  did  not  im- 
pute any  dishonest  motive  to  the  Sea 
Lords,  I  only  intended  to  suggest  that 
they  did  not  deal  with  the  Estimates  for 
this  year  only.  They  had  to  bear  in  mind 
the  poUcy  of  future  years,  and  if  they 
cut  the  expenditure  down  now,  they 
knew  they  must  increase  the  amount 
in  the  futtire,  and  that  point  had  not  been 
brought  out  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty. 

*Mr.  BRAMSDON :  I  understood  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  say  that  if 
the  Sea  Lords  had  been  left  alone  they 
would  not  have  given  the  same  adN-ice. 

♦Captain  HERVEY :    Certainly. 

*Mr.  BRAMSDON  said  that  in  his 
opinion  that  was  not  so.  To  say  that 
the  distinguished  gentlemen  at  the  head 
of  the  Admiralty  gave  their  advice  sub- 
ject to  the  views  of  those  who  came  to 
them  for  advice  was  preposterous.  They 
ought  to  place  unbounded  confidence 
in  the  professional  advisers  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield)  agreed  with  those 
who  declared  that'  they  must  keep  up 
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the  two-Power  standard,  and  believed 
tliat  practically  the  Grovemment  pro- 
posal did  that.  At  any  rate  that  was  the 
intention  of  the  Grovernment.  Let  them 
remember  that  in  recent  years  we  had  got 
considerably  ahead  of  that  standard, 
and  we  possessed  a  very  large  margin 
over  it  at  the  present  moment.  No 
donbt  the  ships  of  the  "  Dreadnought  " 
class  would  be  a  very  valuable  addition 
to  the  Navy,  for  they  would  be  able  while 
attacking  an  enemy  effectively  to  keep 
oat  of  the  range  of  their  opponents'  fire. 
They  would  indeed  constitute  the  real 
fighting  strength  of  the  Navy.  As  to  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cruisers  he 
tiiought  there  was  some  justification  for 
that,  and  he  was  strengthened  in  his 
oiHnion  by  the  fact  that  France  had 
c&continued  building  vessels  of  this 
diss.  What  he  wanted  to  know, 
however,  was  whether  the  ocean- 
gnng  destroyers  woTild  be  able  to 
take  the  place  of  the  cruisers  in  the 
futoie ;  whether  they  would  be  able  to 
undertake  all  their  duties  ?  He  did  not 
think  they  were  justified  in  reducing  the 
nnmberof  destroyers  if  they  were  to  take 
Replace  of  the  cruisers,  which  had  con- 
stituted a  class  of  enormous  importance 
to  this  country,  seeing  that  it  had  in  the 
past  been  mainly  ch&rged  with  the  pro- 
tection of  our  mercantile  marine  and 
with  the  safeguarding  of  our  food  supplies 
in  time  of  war.  l^ese  matters  would 
require  careful  consideration  by  the 
B<»rd  of  Admiralty,  which  should  ask 
the  Secretary  if  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  destroyers  to  be  built  would  not  be 
dangerous  seeing  that  they  were  to  replace 
the  cruisers. 

•Mb.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis)  con- 
gratulated the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty on  the  clear  and  lucid  statement 
he  had  made,  and  said  that  so  far  as 
this  year's  programme  was  concerned 
he  was  thoroughly  satisfied  with  three 
battleships  ;  the  real  fight  would  of  course 
take  place  on  the  programme  of  next 
year,  with  which  they  were  not  concerned 
on  the  present  occasion.  As  far  as  the 
Sea  Lords  were  concerned  they  had  not  a 
leg  to  stand  upon — ^not  a  sea  leg  at  any 
rate.  They  issued  one  statement  last 
year,  and  all  the  changes  which  had 
occurred  since  made,  he  submitted,  for 
increased  armaments.    Tet  now  they  had 


authorised  the  First  Lord  to  make  a 
totally  different  statement !  What 
changes  had  occurred  ?  There  were  the 
increased  armaments  on  the  part  of 
France  and  Qermany,  the  loss  of  the 
"  Montagu,"  and  the  somewhat  ill-advised 
resolution  of  the  Admiralty  not  to  work 
overtime  in  the  dockyards,  the  result  of 
which  would  be  that  our  ships  would  not 
be  built  so  quickly  as  hitherto.  Then 
the  effect  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Russian  fleet  had  been  to  enable  Qermany 
to  concentrate  the  whole  of  her  ships 
in  the  North  Sea,  as  well  as  the  torpedo 
flotilla,  which  was  a  threat  against  our 
battleships.  There  was  also  the  new 
policy  of  the  Government  in  respect  of 
the  Army.  Defence  now  rested  entirely 
with  the  Navy.  All  these  and  other 
changes,  he  contended,  made  for  increase 
of  responsibility,  and,  therefore,  increase 
of  armaments.  No  doubt  the  "  Dread- 
nought "  would  possess  immense  firing 
superiority  over  other  ships,  and  we  were 
bound  to  maintain  that  superiority. 
There  was  a  gain  in  speed  at  least  of  five 
knots,  the  big  guns  were  2}  times  as 
numerous,  '-ach  ons  firing  tvioj  as 
quickly,  and  the  penetrating  power  was 
50  per  cent,  better  than  that  of  the 
"  Majestic  "  class.  The  outlined  future 
programme  of  next  year  was  a  reduc- 
tion of  a  reduction.  In  1901  there 
were  thirty-nine  ships  of  over  5,000  tons 
under  construction  ;  there  were  now  only 
seventeen,  and  the  programme  provided 
that  in  1908  there  would  be  only  five  under 
construction.  That  was  an  enormous 
reduction,  and  in  face  of  that  they  saw  the 
most  stupendous  exertions  being  made 
by  Germany,  which  had  always  increased, 
her  programme  since  1898.  The  reduc- 
tions which  the  Admiralty  had  achieved 
— he  was  not  including  the  new  reductions 
— «ince  1904  amounted  to  £5,000,000 
sterling  on  Naval  Estimates  and 
£5,000,000  sterling  on  works,  apart  from 
Rosyth,  which  he  personally  hoped  would 
not  be  proceeded  with.  The  relative 
increase  in  the  Navy  estimates  of  Germany 
by  1909  would  be  just  under  £10,000,000, 
as  compared  with  the  Navy  Estimates  of 
Great  Britain  since  1904.  Allowing  for  our 
savings  on  Works  Bills  and  that  which 
Germany  was  going  to  spend  for  naval  pur- 
poses, there  wouldbe  a  relative  increase  in 
Germany  of  £27,000,000.  That  was  apart 
from  the  deductions  which  the  Secretary 
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to    the    Admiralty    had    foreshadowed. 
:and  it  allowed  for  £10,000,000  to  be  spent 
on  the  Kiel  Ship  Canal  to  accommodate 
the  new  battleships.      Several  speakers 
'on  the  Ministerial  side,  rather  in  the  form 
of  interruptions,  talked  of  our  being  np  to 
a  three-Power  standard.     He  knew  they 
■were  honest  in  thinking  we   could  safely 
Teduce  our  ship-building,    but   he    had 
never  been  able  to  discover  that,  taking 
ships    building    and    projected    as    we 
ought,  we  were  more  than  up  to  a  two- 
Power  standard  as  regarded  France  and 
Germany.    Brassey's  Annvxd  gave  France 
and     Germany    as    having     thirty-two 
second  and  third  class  battleships  to  our 
three  excluding  the  "  Llama  "  class,    or 
«hips  which  the  Powers  did  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  maintain.     Putting  these 
out  of  consideration  and    confining    at- 
tention to    first  class   1>attleships,  they 
would  find  Btassey's  Annual  gave    us 
fifty-one     battleships,     deducting      the 
■"  Montagu,"  built  and  building,  to  forty- 
one    of    France    and    Germany.     The 
moment  they  took  in  the  projected  pro- 
grammes they  fotmd  a  different  state  of 
affairs.    In  four  years  we  shouli  have 
fifty-four  to  fifty-one  of  Germany  and 
France.     But  if  they  allowed  the  con- 
tention, which  he  believed  to  be  true,  that 
the  "  Dreadnought "  was  equal  to  three 
"  Majesties,"  then  in  four  years  we  should 
have  sixty-one  units  as  compared  with 
seventy-one  units  of  Germany  and  France. 
Between  the  years  1778  to  1850  we  were 
always  twice   as   strong   as   France  in 
battleships,   and   generally  much   more 
than  twice  as   strong  in   frigates.      If 
the  Government  were  only  to  build  one 
"Dreadnought"    in    a    year    and    one 
armoured  cruiser,  all  he  could  say  was 
that   by    1919    all    our  ships  prior  to 
1900  would  be  obsolete  and  Germany 
would  be  superior  in  battleships,  while 
•  our  cruiser  strength  would  be  absurdly 
inadequate ;     in    fact,   Germany  would 
have  a  total  of  forty  first-class  battle- 
ships by    1919   if    she    continued    her 
policy  of   building  two    battleships    a 
year  as  compared  with  twenty-nine  or 
twenty-eight  in  this  country  if  for  the 
future    we    were   to  have  a  cut  down 
programme  of  only  one  battleship.    He 
thought   the  minimum   programme  we 
could   possibly  pursue  must  be  two  to 
three   battleships  a  year,   and    to  this 
had  to  be  added  a  suitab'e  number  of 
Mr.   Bellairs. 


craisers.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
cruisers,  the  Return  of  Fleets  gave  ns 
thirty-eight  armoured  cruisers  as  com- 
pared with  thirty-two  in  France  and 
Germany.  That  was  not  a  very  marked 
superiority,  and  taking  all  cruisers, 
excluding  the  "Llama"  class,  we  had 
111  to  exactly  100  of  France  and 
Germany.  It  might  be  said  that  we 
had  an  individual  superiority  of  type. 
So  we  had  in  many  cruisers,  but  no 
strategy  would  provide  that  a  cmiser 
could  be  in  two  place)  at  one  time.  In 
the  last  prize  essay  of  the  United  Service 
Institution  it  was  said  that  we  wanted 
seventy-four  cruisers  for  scouting.  Lord 
Spencer,  one  of  the  best  First  Lords  this 
country  had  ever  had,  said  last  year — 

"  I  bare  Always  maintained  that  we  mnst 
have  a  much  larger  number  of  cru'sers  than 
any  two  other  Powers." 

That  larger  number  certainly  did  not 
exist.  Sir  Phipps  Hornby  had  said  that 
we  wanted  236,  and  Sir  Cyprian  Bridge, 
before  the  Food  Supply  Commission, 
stated  that  we  required  a  numerical 
I  advantage  of  50  per  cent,  in  cruisers  as 
compared  with  hostile  cruisers  attacking 
our  commerce.  The  policy  of  the 
Government  as  outlined  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  was  practically  to 
build  no  cruisers  at  all.  Certainly  none 
were  to  be  laid  down  this  year.  Li  1903 
we  had  162  cruisers ;  to-day,  we  had 
102.  There  was  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  by  1909  eleven  "Pandoras,"  two 
"  Barhams,"  two  "  Blakes,"  and  nine 
"Edgars"  would  have  to  be  scrapped, 
and  we  should  then  have  seventy^eight 
as  compared  with  162  in  1903. 

*Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
said  that  nobodj  who  had  had  the 
advantage  of  serving  in  His  Majesty's 
Navy  for  however  short  a  time  could 
fail  to  have  been  impressed,  at  any  rate, 
with  the  extreme  importance  of  the 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  There  could  be 
no  question  that  of  all  tiie  matters 
connected  with  the  Navy  none  was 
more  important  than  proposals  solemnly 
made  upon  the  responsibility  of  the 
Admiralty  to  effect  a  real  and  substantial 
reduction  in  our  naval  strength.  It  was 
incumbent  upon  the  Committee  to  very 
carefully  consider  whether  or  not  under 
all  the  circumstances  such  a  reduction 
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ought  to  be  made.  The  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  began  his  speech  with 
what  he  ondeistood  to  be  an  expression 
of  gratitude  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  for  having  been  able  to 
announce  this  reduction.  He  did  not 
glean  from  the  remainder  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech  any  reasons  for  that 
gratitude,  or,  indeed,  anything  but  a 
somewhat  crude  attack  upon  the 
Admiralty  for  the  line  they  had  taken. 
As  he  understood,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiialty  based  his  case  for  tbia 
reduction  upon  two  considerations.  He 
said  in  the  first  place  that  there 
was  a  spirit  abroad  among  the  nations 
tending  towards  universal  peace  and 
the  settlement  of  national  disputes 
by  arbitration,  and  that  that  as 
it  stood  was  sufficient  reason  or, 
at  any  rate,  was  a  very  strong  contribu- 
tory reason  why  they  were  justified  in 
making  reductions  in  what,  after  all, 
was  our  only,  certainly  our  first,  line  of 
defence.  For  his  part,  he  thought 
notiiing  of  that  argument  at  all.  He 
did  not  desire  to  say  anything  against 
the  principle  of  the  settlement  of  disputes 
by  arbitration,  but  he  believed  that  at 
present  it  was,  and  must  be,  recognised 
by  reasonable  men  to  be  a  mere  dream — 
a  dream  which  all  desired  to  see  realised, 
bat  which  it  was  dangerous  in  the 
highest  degree  to  put  forward  as  a  real 
reason  why  we  should  reduce  the  force 
upon  which  the  existence  of  tsyeryone 
in  these  islands  directly  depended. 
Bat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
another  and  far  more  weighty  reason, 
namely,  that  the  considered  opinion  of 
the  expert  advisers  of  the  Admiralty  was 
that  this  was  an  economy  which  could 
be  effected  absolutely  consistently  with 
the  complete  maintenance  of  our  naval 
sopremacy.  The  question  for  the  Com- 
Diittee  was  whether  or  not  it  was  really 
the  fact  that  that  supremacy  could  be 
maintained  if  this  reduction  were  carried 
oat.  He  agreed  with  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  said  there  was  considerable  difficulty 
in  arriving  at  what  the  facts  really 
were  in  this  matter.  The  Dilke 
Return  had  been  referred  to  as  a  mis- 
leading statement.  He  strongly  agreed 
with  tiiat  remark.  It  was  not  possible 
to  arrive  at  the  real  facts  from  a  study 
of  tliat  Return,  and  the  more  one 
toied  to  find  out  what  our  naval  strength 
VOLCLXIl.    [Fourth  Series  ]  D 
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was  compared  with  that  of  other  Powers 
the  more  one  was  beset  by  apparently  in- 
superable difficulties.  In  a  letter  t.> 
The  Times  that  morning  Lord  Brassey 
said  that,  so  far  as  our  present  existing 
balance  of  power  was  concerned,  there 
was  no  question  whatever  that  we  were 
well  above  the  two-Power  standard. 
It  was  true  that  Lord  Brassey  based  his 
figures  upon  the  Dilke  Return  to  some 
extent,  but  after  all  one  could  not  alto- 
gether neglect  that  Return.  But  what 
Lord  Brassey  said  was  that  in  ships 
ready  for  service  we  were  equal  to  any 
three  European  Powers  combined.  He 
did  not  know  that  he  accepted  that  in  its 
entirety,  but  he  did  accept  it  as  showing 
that  we  were  at  this  moment  well  above 
the  two-Power  standard  in  eSect. 
Therefore  the  only  question  was  as 
to  the  future.  The  real  difficulty  of 
comparison  was  that  our  figures  did 
not  include  any  considerable  proportion 
of  ships  that  could  be  called  inefficient 
or  at  any  rate  obsolete.  There  was  no 
similar  security  with  regard  to  the  lists 
of  foreign  ships.  All  comparisons  in 
the  Uilke  Return  and  Brassey's  Annual 
assumed  that  every  ship  of  every  foreign 
Power  was  absolutely  as  up-to-date 
as  ours.  He  did  not  believe  it,  oand 
if  comparisons  were  to  be  made  merely 
upon  the  figures  then  greater  weight,  if 
anything,  ought  to  be  given  to  our 
figures  than  to  those  of  foreign  Powers. 
There  was,  he  thought,  one  consideration 
which  governed  and  dominated  the  whole 
of  our  shipbuilding  constructive  policy, 
and  that  was  that  this  country  was  able 
to  build  the  ships  she  required  much  more 
quickly  than  any  other  Power  in  the 
world.  Lit  thorn  tvkethe  case  of  the 
"  Dreadnought."  He  was  informed, 
and  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be 
contradicted,  that  that  battleship,  which 
was  the  largest,  the  most  complex,  and 
the  most  powerful  ship  that  had  ever 
been  built  for  war  purposes,  would  be 
finished  within  two  years  from  the  time 
that  it  was  first  decided  at  the  Admir- 
alty that  such  a  ship  should  be  built. 
He  understood  that  if  Germany 
laid  down  a  "Dreadnought"  to-day 
she  would  not  be  ready  for  three 
and  a  half  years,  so  that  to  keep 
pace  we  should  not  have  to  begin 
to  build  such  a  vessel  for  eighteen 
months.    That  being  so,  what  was  the 
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position  in  which  any  reasonable  Board 
of  Admiralty  found  itself  ?    Surely  the 
constructive  policy  of  this  country  was 
dictated  by  that  fact.    Surely  it  was  not 
only  wise  but  impel  at:  ve  in  the  interests 
of  the  taxpayer  to  keep  our  money   in 
our  pockets  for  that  eighteen  months  and 
take  advantage  of  the  interest  on  our 
money  and  all  the    advances  in  naval 
science  during ,  that  time.    At  the  end 
of  the  eighteen  months,  if  it  were  deemed 
fit   to   answer   the    German    "Dread- 
nought," we     could    lay      down     our 
"  Dreadnought,"  and  both  ships  would 
be  launched  at    the  same    time.     The 
Alpha    and    Omega     of      our     naval 
policy    might     be      summed     up      in 
two       words — quick       building       and 
quick    hitting.       We     had    got    quick 
building    and    we    were    getting    quick 
hitting.    He  for  his  part  could  not  shut 
his  eyes  to   the    enormous   advantages 
which  we  got  from  quick-building,  and 
it  was  for  the  right  hon.  Crentleman  and 
his  officials  to  do  all  they  could  to  get  every 
advantage  which  this  country  enjoyed 
from  the  enormous  saving  in  time  by 
quick  building.     That  being  the  general 
attitude  of  mind  in  which  he  approached 
this  question  he  had  not  much  difficulty 
in  coining  to  a  conclusion.    He  did  not 
suppose  there  was  an  hon.  Grentleman  in 
the  House  who  did  not  desire  to  maintain 
the  two-Power  standard  with  all  that  it 
meant.    He  did  not  understand  that  it 
was  contended  in  any  quarter  of    the 
House    that    this    reduction     involved 
any  departure   from  that  standard,  at 
any  rate    for   some  considerable    time. 
The  year    1919    had    been    suggested. 
He  regarded  that  year  with  the  most 
profound    equanimity.     He    took     the 
view   that   many   things   might  happen 
before    1919,    and    he    refused    for    his 
part  to  b"  greatly  disturbed  by  gloomy 
prognostications  as  to  things  that  could 
only  happen  in  that  distant  year.    The 
hon.   Gentleman   for   King's   Lynn,    he 
understood,  although  deeply  grateful  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having  made 
this  reduction,  was  under  some  doubts 
as   to    the    meaning    of   it.    The    hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  on  naval  matters  with 
all  the  ability  which  naturally  belonged  to 
a  sailor  and  a  naval  officer.    He  had  not 
the  sUghtest  doubt  that  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man were  put  in  to  a  boat  at  the  foot  of  th 
Terrace  he  would  get  across  to  Lambeth 
Mr.  Bowles. 
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without  any  serious  mishap.  He  was 
sometimes  inclined  to  think  that  the  air 
of  King's  Lynn  had  been  somewhat  too 
strong  for  the  Liberalism  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  he  could  not  resist  taking 
this  opportimity  of  compUmenting  him 
upon  the  stout  Toryism  with  which  the 
air  of  that  borough  appeared  to  have 
inoculated  him.  He  did  not  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member,  and  he  was  content  to 
believe  that  the  Sea  Lords  of  the  Admir- 
alty knew  their  business.  He  refused  to 
be  drawn  into  a  miserable  chorus  of 
detraction  of  gallant  officers  unable  to 
reply  for  themselves,  who  were  doing  their 
duty  to  their  country  in  the  best  way 
they  could  according  to  their  Ughts. 
When  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
told  them  that  he  had  the  definite  and 
personal  authority  of  the  Sea  Lords  to 
assure  this  House  that  they  recommended 
this  reduction  he  was  content  to  rely  upon 
that  assurance. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  (Oldham)  said  the 
idea  of  economy  was  one  which  very 
naturally  occurred  to  the  minds  of  all 
Members  sitting  on  the  Liberal  side 
a  tei  the  coimtry  had  witnessed  for  so 
long  a  time  the  extravagance  of  the  late 
Government.  The  country  was  as  much 
stirred  by  the  idea  of  economy  as  by  any 
other  subject  that  was  brought  before  it 
at  the  recent  general  election.  Members 
of  the  Opposition  side  had  expressed  their 
sorrow  at  the  proposals  put  forward  in 
the  naval  statement.  Of  course  they 
were  sorry,  but  their  sorrow  was  the  joy 
of  Ministerialists.  Hon.  Members  had 
said  that  in  a  few  years  there  would  be 
a  panic  and  that  the  coimtry  would  have 
then  to  go  in  for  large  expenditure  for  a 
great  number  of  new  ships.  But  panics 
were  the  sort  of  thing  hon.  Grentlemen 
opposite  dealt  in.  Jingoes  naturally 
went  in  for  panics,  and  there  was  no  more 
timid  and  shrinking  person  than  an 
ImperiaUst  Jingo.  He  saw  a  robber  in 
every  bush  and  looked  with  suspicion  on 
all  the  world — everybody  was  going  to 
hurt  him.  Liberals  had  not  that  feeling 
of  timidity.  They  had  a  very  great 
asset  at  present — they  had  got  rid  of 
the  "new  diplomacy."  They  should 
apply  no  more  bluff  to  foreign  Powers,  at 
any  rate  until  they  were  able  to  back  it  up. 
The  late  Government  took  the  greatest 
possible  Aimy  and  the  greatest  possible 
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time  to  subdae  the  smallest  possible 
enemy.  He  did  not  believe  that 
any  Power  wished  to  attack  this 
country.  We  were  friendly  with 
every  Power  in  Europe  as  far  as  we 
knew.  He  was  very  glad  that  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  had  announced 
economies.  This  was  most  valuable  in 
view  of  the  forthcoming  meeting  at  The 
Hague,  for  it  showed  our  bona  fides.  ^  It 
showed  that  we  were  willing  to  take  the 
lead,  if  not  in  reducing,  at  least  in  Umiting 
armaments,  and  he  hoped  we  should  be 
followed  by  other  Powers  in  this  respect. 
He  came  to  the  House  to  promote 
economy,  to  promote  peace,  and  to 
promote  free  trade.  These  subjects  very 
greatly  interested  his  constituency — a 
very  large  and  very  intelUgent  con- 
stituency. 

Mb.  crooks  (Woolwich) :  And  very 
well  represented. 

Mb.  BRIGHT:  It  was  very  greatly 
moved  on  this  question  of  economy  and 
the  result  had  been  that  it  had  returned 
two  Libera]  Members.  He  congratu- 
lated the  Grovernment  on  their  proposals 
and  he  was  sure  they  would  lead  to  a 
great  strengthening  of  the  desire  for 
peace  all  over  Europe. 

Mb,  0.  C.  PHILIPPS  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  said  that,   speaking  as  a 
shipowner,  he  was  a  strong  supporter  of  a 
powerful  Navy.    At  the    present    time 
our  mercantile  marine  was  about  three 
times  as  large  as  that  of  two  of  our  most 
powerful  competitors,   and,  therefore,  a 
two-Power  Navy  was  a  very  small  stan 
dard  for  Great  Britain.    He  would  have 
been  pleased  if  the  Government  had  seen 
their  way  to  provide  four  ironclads,  for  he 
believed  it  was  possible  to  have  economy 
in  the  Navy  and  yet  maintain   a  large 
building  programme.    The  true  policy  of 
this   country    was  to    maintain  a  large 
building    programme    and    to    look   for 
that  economy  in  the  Navy  by  discarding 
obsolete  and   semi -obsolete  vessels  that 
were  now  on  the  list  of  the  Navy  and 
tended  very  largely  to  increase  the  annual 
co«t.    He  said  that  as  a  practical  ship 
owner.   He  believed  that  the  policy  adop- 
ted more  recently  of  scrapping  old  vessels 
and  selling  them  for  what  they  would 
fetch  might   be  very   considerably   ex- 
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tended,  and  it  would  be  possible  to  use 
the  money  so  saved  in  building  more 
powerful  vessels  and  keeping  the  Navy 
to  the  height  at  which  it  ought  to  be  kept. 
Great  Britain  had  enormous  advantage 
over  her  competitors  from  the  fact  that 
she  was  a  &ee  trade  country.  The 
money  which  we  expended  produced  a 
very  much  better  result  than  an  equal 
amount  spent  by  other  Powers.  We 
got  a  larger  amount  of  tonnage  for  the 
same  amount  of  money  than  any  foreign 
country.  He  would  like  to  say  one  word 
to  the  Committee  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  building.  When  they  came 
to  build  the  vessels  he  hoped  the  Grovem- 
ment  would  yet  see  their  way  to  employ 
fully  all  the  dockyards  before  giving  out 
work  to  be  done  by  contract.  No  private 
employer  would  think  of  giving  out  work 
to  private  contract  so  long  as  he  had  any 
of  his  own  men  unemployed,  and  it  was  a 
sound  Libera]  principle  that  they  should 
keep  their  own  men  employed,  and,  not  as 
had  been  done  in  the  past,  discharge  large 
numbers  of  their  own  employees  whikt 
distributing  work  elsewhere.  In  the  case 
of  Pembroke  Dockyard,  there  had  been  no 
less  than  700  men  discharged  during 
last  year,  and  this  in  the  case  of  a  town 
which  liad  been  entirely  built  since  the 
Government  some  hundred  years  ago 
instituted  a  dockyard  at  that  place. 
Previously  there  was  not  a  single  house 
there.  It  had  been  stated  that  Pem- 
broke Dockyard  was  not  a  place  in  which 
to  build  the  largest  class  of  vcsseb, 
but  as  a  practical  shipowner  he  defied 
any  expert  who  had  visited  the  place  to 
declare  that  Pembroke  Dockyard  was 
imable  to  build  "Dreadnoughts,"  or  vessels 
very  much  larger,  as  econQmically,  as 
quickly,  and  as  well  as  any  other  dockyard 
in  the  Kingdom.  They  would  be  told 
that  it  was  not  reasonable  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  all  the  work  to  the  national 
dockyanls,  but  he  reminded  the  Com- 
mittee that  in  the  case  of  work 
given  to  the  national  dockyards  out  fo 
every  £1,000,000  expended  £800,00.)  was 
given  to  private  contractors  for  the 
supply  of  armour  platesj  material, 
and  engines;  therefore,  •  \en  if  the 
whole  of  the  work  of  the  country 
was  given  to  the  national  dockyards, 
which  was  a  thing  that  no  one  proposed 
in  times  when  there  was  a  large  building 
ptogranxme,    it   woidd   still   mean    tliat 
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lour-fifths  of  the  money  would  be  dis- 
tributed among  private  firms.  It  was 
no  use  building  fine  vessels  like  the 
"Dreadnought"  unless  they  provided 
ample  dry  dock  acconunodation  around 
the  coasts  for  them.  In  the  case  of  war 
they  might  have  to  repair  these  vessels, 
and,  if  so,  plenty  of  graving  docks  would 
be  wanted.  He  urged  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  this  question  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  graving  docks 
and  dry  docks  round  the  coasts.  He 
hoped  they  would  also  consider  the 
desirability  of  having  a  large  graving 
dock  in  Milford  Haven,  which  had  just 
been  used  for  the  great  scheme  recently 
carried  out  by  the  Admiralty.  Inconclmon, 
he  pointed  out  that  in  Wales  they  had 
only  one  large  national  establishment, 
namely,  the  dockyard  at  Pembroke. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  do 
their  utmost  to  give  that  establishment 
a  reasonable  measure  of  support,  so  as 
to  keep  the  men  engaged  there  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Sir  ALFRED  THOMAS  (Glamorgan- 
shire, E.)  congratulated  the  Government 
on  their  new  programme.  What  he  was 
sorry  for  was  that  they  did  not  proceed 
farther  in  the  direction  in  which  they 
were  going.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  two-Power  standard,  but  the 
question  was  not  how  to  rival  other 
Powers,  but  to  ascertain  what  Navy  we 
required  ourselves.     Nelson  said — 

"  Thank  God  the  Spaniards  cannot  build 
men." 

But  we  in  England  could  build  both  men 
and  ships  to-day,  and  he  thought  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  should  take  heart  of 
grace  and  not  be  so  panic-stricken, 
for  we  had  got  men  who  could  fight 
and  we  had  got  a  few  ships  too. 
He  also  congratulated  the  late  Govern- 
ment, represented  on  the  Front  Bench 
opposite  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Fareham  division,  on  their  action  in 
scrapping  so  many  ships  that  could 
neither  fight  nor  run  away.  It  was  a 
criminal  act  to  put  men  into  ships  when 
neither  the  guns  could  be  fought  nor 
the  ships  run  away.  He  trusted  that  the 
Government  would  take  a  heroic  view  of 
this  question  and  be  govemed.if  necessary, 
not  even  by  the  Sea  Lords,  but  by  common 
sense  and  a  Uttle  pluck.  He  wished  to 
Mr.  0.  V.  Phillies. 


support  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Pembroke  in  regard  to  Pembroke 
Dockyard.  There  was  not  a  better 
dockyard  in  England.  On  behalf  of 
Wales,  he  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  to  see  that  that  country  had 
justice  done  to  it.  ' 

Mb.  MADDISON  (Burnley)  deprecated 
the  lively  and  not  very  healthy  competi- 
tion between  dockyard  Members  for 
orders.  [Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  ! "  and  "  With- 
draw."] He  had  yet  to  learn  that 
getting  an  order  was  a  dishonourable 
thing.  [Cries  of  "  Withdraw."]  He  had 
nothing  to  withdraw.  He  meant  what 
he  said.  During  the  course  of  this 
debate  hon.  Members  opposite  and  one  or 
two  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
had  spoken  as  though  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  were  going  to  destroy  the 
Navy  and  threaten  the  safety  of  the 
Empire.  It  was  perfectly  well  known  that 
this  statement  was  to  be  made,  but  there 
were  not  more  than  half-a-dozen 
Members  on  the  benches  opposite  when 
it  came  to  be  made.  He  should  have 
thought  that  the  representatives  of  the 
great  Imperialist  Party  would  have  been 
present  in  their  full  strength  to  defend  the 
Empire,  and  to  maintain  the  present 
situation.  He  recommended  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  have  a  little  more  courage ; 
they  should  understand  that  risk  was  a 
part  of  the  naval  profession.  Nelson 
had  been  quoted ;  but  he  would  remind 
hon.  Members  that  Nelson  never  said,  as 
it  had  been  said  in  this  debate,  that  our 
Navy  would  certainly  be  defeated  if  we 
had  not  as  many  ships  as  the  enemy.  He 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member  who  said 
that  to  get  a  little  more  tonic. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  said  that  Nelson  was 
always  asking  for  reinforcements. 

Mr.  MADDISON  said  that  Nelson 
asked  for  reinforcements  on  the  quarter- 
deck and  not  in  this  House.  [Opposition 
cries  of  "  Oh,  oh."]  He  thought  that 
the  quarter-deck  was  better  training 
ground  than  the  floor  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Norwood,  who  had 
made  an  admirable  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn,  referred  to 
the  fact  that  we  could  not  rely  for  any 
length  of  time  on  a  particuhir  type  of 
ship.    No  doubt   the   scrapping   policy 
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WM  a  very  good  one  in  some  respects, 
but  it  might  become  a  veiy  bad  one  if 
we  based  our  faith  on  a  particular  type 
of  ship.  None  of  the  service  Members 
had  shown  that  the  Sea  Lords  were 
wrong  in  recommending  this  reduction  ; 
and  as  those  who  supported  retrenchment 
had  the  Sea  Lords  on  their  side,  they 
meant  to  make  the  most  of  it.  He 
would  be  interested  to  hear  how  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  would  deal 
with  this  question.  He  had  had  three 
years'  experience  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  he  wished  that  he  had  not  such 
a  command  of  choice  and  charming 
language,  for,  although  he  was  convinced 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
generally  wrong  in  bis  conclusions,  while 
he  was  speaking  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  the  moment  sometimes  upset 
him.  There  was  one  flaw  in  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Norwood,  and 
that  was  an  attempt  to  belittle  The  Hague 
Conference.  After  all,  ne  had  some 
interest  in  hamanity ;  and  how  long  were 
the  people  of  the  world  going  to  treat  an 
en  of  peace  as  a  dreamt  If  our 
religion  was  worth  anjrthing  at  all,  peace 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  elementary  things 
of  every-day  life.  We  had  learned  to 
settle  our  difEerences  in  private  life 
without  the  duel. 


Hr.  crooks  said  that  a  good  many 
people  had  been  shooting  at  him,  and 
he  would  like  to  hit  back. 


Mr.  HADDISON  said  he  wanted  to 
enter  his  protest  against  the  idea  thst 
the  proposal  to  reduce  armaments  wrr. 
within  the  domain  of  dreams.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  the  Prime  Minist<  r 
had  proved  himself  a  statesman  iu 
the  highest  and  best  sense  of  the  word 
when  at  the  Albert  Hall,  and  at  the  Inter- 
Parliamentary  Conference,  he  said  that 
the  arrest  of  armaments,  far  from  being  a 
dream,  was  the  immediate  task  not  only  of 
English  but  of  international  statesmen, 
and  that  we  owed  it  to  humanity  to  see 
whether  such  a  thing  could  not  be 
brought  about.  He  wished  to  ask  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Government  whether 
they  were  going  to  The  Hague  Conference 
to  give  it  an  earnest  of  their  sincerity. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  in  going 


to  The  Hague  Conference  ought  to  be  to 
say — 

"  Here  is  England,  not  in  her  weakneaa  bat 
in  lier  glory  and  her  strength  ;  and  ihe  is  ao 
strong  aa  to  be  able  to  take  the  laad  in  a  cause 
which  is  well  within  the  domain  of  human 
reason." 

He  believed  that  such  a  policy  would  not 
I  jeopardise  the  Empire,  but  would  leave 
it  intact  and  relieve  our  industries  of  a 
great  part  of  the  incubus  which  weighed 
so  heavily  upon  them  through  the 
waste  of  money  on  armaments.  An  hon. 
Member  had  said  that  if  reductions  were 
to  be  made  on  new  construction  for  the 
Navy  there  would  be  a  loss  of  wages. 
But  he  was  sure  that  the  Labour  Mem- 
bers, with  all  their  shortcomings,  would 
never  believe  that  they  would  increase 
wages,  or  the  quality  and  amount  of 
their  employment,  by  spending  money 
in  the  building  of  warships.  It  was 
true  that  the  building  of  warships  en- 
gaged a  certain  amount  of  labour,  but 
did  anybody  oelieve  that  £1,000,000 
spent  in  building  a  warship  gave  as  large 
an  amount  of  efficient  labour  with  as 
£l,''00,000  spent  in  the  ordinary  in- 
dustries of  the  countrj  ?  He  endorsed 
the  Government  policy  with  all  his  heart, 
and  did  not  believe  that  there  was  one 
of  their  supporters  who  would  not  back 
them  up  in  it.  At  the  proper  time 
they  would  expect  the  Government  to 
go  further. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London): 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  expressed  many  excellent  philan- 
thropic sentiments  with  which  1  find 
myself  in  agreement ;  but  I  must  contest 
his  general  argument ;  and,  whether  or 
not  I  shall  again  give  him  another  of 
those  half-hours  of  doubtful  pleasure 
which  I  seem  to  have  afforded  him  on 
other  occasions,  I  hope  to  ofier  him  at 
least  some  suggestions  which  may  induce 
him  to  alter  somewhat  his  attitude  of 
congratulation  towards  the  naval  policy 
of  the  Government.  It  must  be  evident 
from  the  tenor  of  the  speeches  that  have 
been  delivered  that  there  are  two  distinct 
currents  of  thought  animating  or  in- 
fluencing the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  There  is,  first,  the  question 
whether  we  do  or  do  not  require  a  larger 
Navy  than  the  Navy  which  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  give  us.     That  is  what  I 
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might  call  a  scientific  question.  Its 
answer  depends  on  the  duties  which  we 
throw  upon  the  Navy.  The  other  ques- 
tion is  how  far  we  can  inspire  the  nations 
of  the  world  through  The  Hague  Confer- 
ence, or  by  other  means,  to  dispense  with 
the  vast  armaments,  the  burden  of  which 
now  weighs  so  heavily  upon  their  finances. 
I  shall  have  something  to  say  about  each 
of  these  questions  and  of  their  relation  to 
each  other. 

As  to  the  first,  the  adequacy  of 
the  Fleet  for  the  purposes  for  whiclk  it  is 
required,  I  do  not  think  that  anyone  who 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  will  venture  to  say  that 
he  gave  us  any  reasoned  acooimt  of  the 
grounds  which  had  induced  the  Grovern- 
ment  to  depart  from  the  provisional  naval 
policy  which  they  announced  in  March 
last.  I  do  not  quarrel  with  the  Grovem 
ment  for  having  departed  from  that 
policy.  They  had,  of  course,  the  right  to 
change  it  if  they  thought  fit.  But  I  do 
quarrel  with  them  for  having  given  us 
so  short  a  notice  of  the  change,  and  so 
brief  an  opportunity  of  discussing  what 
every  one  admits  is  a  very  momentous 
decision.  Of  course,  the  Government 
cannot  be  rigidly  bound  to  its  Estimates. 
As  I  have  said,  some  liberty  of  change  is 
necessary ;  and  I  do  not  make  that  by 
itself  a  reproach.  The  groimd  of  my 
criticism  is  that  a  change  which  without 
question  does  profoundly  modify  the 
relative  strength  of  the  British  and 
foreign  navies  shoidd  be  made  without 
some  adequate  justification.  Will  any- 
one contend  that  the  Admiralty  have 
advanced  a  single  argument  upon  that 
subject  except  that  it  had  been  made 
upon  the  authority  of  the  Sea  Lords  ? 
I  think  that  when  the  Naval  Lords  are 
brought  into  the  forefront  of  this  contro- 
versy, as  they  have  been  brought  by 
the  Ctovernment  this  afternoon,  we  are 
treading  on  very  dangerous  ground ; 
and,  indeed,  the  Government  themselves 
were  aware  that  they  were  treading  on 
very  dangerous  ground.  From  what 
fell  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  it 
is  clear  that  he  knew  that  it  has  never 
been  the  practice,  and  ought  not  to  be  the 
practice,  in  this  House  for  a  Government 
to  shelter  themselves  in  the  complete 
manner  in  which  the  present  Government 
have   done   behind    the    Naval   Lords. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


The  Crovemment  have  gone  to  the 
length  of  telling  us  that,  not  merely 
have  the  Naval  Lords  assented  to  the 
policy  for  which  the  (Jovernment  are 
responsible,  but  that  the  Naval  Lords 
pressed  this  policy  on  the  Government. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  What 
I  said  was  that  the  Naval  Lords  were 
the  authors  of  the  original  new  pro- 
gramme, and  that  they  recommended 
the  revision  of  that  new  programme  to 
us. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  this  policy  was 
pressed  upon  them  by  the  Naval  Lords. 
[Ministerial  cries  of  "  Recommended."] 
I  cannot  see  the  particular  distinction 
between  recommending  a  policy  and 
pressing  a  policy ;  but  I  am  content  to 
say  that  this  policy  was  recommended 
to  the  Government  by  the  Naval  Lords. 
I  confess  I  do  not  much  like  this  method 
of  using  the  authority  of  the  experts  of 
the  great  spending  departments.  It 
may  be  necessary,  but  I  think  the  Grovem- 
ment  themselves  shrank  a  little  from  it. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
said  so. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes,  but  you 
did  it  all  the  same.  We  have  not  the 
advantage  of  cross-examining  the  Naval 
Lords.  I  wish  we  had.  Remember  that 
the  Naval  Lords  who  have  recommended 
this  new  policy  to  the  Government  are, 
by  admission,  precisely  the  same  Naval 
Lords  who  were  in  office  when  the 
original  plan  of  the  Government  wan 
put  forward  which  involved  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  increase  in  the  expenditure 
on  battleships  and  an  even  greater 
increase  in  other  types  of  ships  of  war. 
They  are  the  same  men  who  were  in 
office  in  March  last  when  the  Government 
announced  their  provisional  naval  pro- 
gramme. In  the  circumstances,  I  think 
that  if  their  authority  is  to  be  quoted, 
and  if  we  are  not  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  cross-examining  them,  at  least  we 
should  be  told  the  grounds  on  which  they 
have  changed  their  opinions.  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  gave  not  the 
smallest  hint  or  indication  what  changes 
in  the  circumstances  of  this  country,  in 
the    building    programmes    of    foreign. 
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countries,  in  the  magnitude  of  the  in- 
terests we  have  to  defend,  and  in  our 
facilities  for  defending  them,  justify  so 
great  a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  Naval 
Department.     It  was  said  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  that  we  need   not  consider 
what  other  people  are  doing.    That  is  a 
didwn  which,  I  think,  we  all  hold.    But 
it  must  be  remembered  that  our   Fleet 
is  essentially  a   defensive   force ;    and, 
accordingly,   its  strength  must  depend 
upon   the   force   that  may  be  brought 
against  it.    Is  there  any  indication  that 
the  force  which  may  be  brought  against 
OS  is  less  now  than  it  was  in  March  last 
or  in  November  last  ?     If  there  is  no 
such  indication,  then   on   what  do  the 
Naval    Lords    base    their    change     of 
view  ?     Of   course,    if   the   Government 
come    down    to    this    House    and    say 
that    all    their     naval    experts    are   of 
one     mind   in   this    matter,      I    admit 
that  it  is  very  difficult  for  us  to  hold 
another  view.    I  quite  acknowledge  that. 
Bat  I  think,  at  the  same  time,  that  we 
ahoold  be  told  why  the  experts  hold  those 
opinions.    The    reductions    in    the    ex- 
penditure   on    the    Fleet    recommended 
by     the     late      Crovemment     did     not 
militate     in     any    sense     against     the 
efficiency    of    the    Fleet.     Indeed,    we 
believed  they  left  the  Fleet  stronger  than 
it  was    before.      But  that  is  not    the 
case  with  respect  to  the  new  policy  of  the 
present    Gtovemment.     That  poUcy  will 
leave   the    Fleet   weaker.    There   is   all 
the    diSerence    in    the    world    between 
economies  which  leave  the  Fleet  stronger 
and  economies   which   leave   the   Fleet 
weaker  ;  and  there  is  as  great  a  difference 
between  expert  advice  given  in  one  case 
for  reasons  which   were  stated   to  the 
world,   and  expert  advice  given  in  the 
present  case  of  which  we  are  kept  in 
complete    ignorance.     Let    me    say    a 
word  now  on  the  humanitarian  question, 
witji  which,  need  I  say,  I  have  the  pro- 
foondest  sympathy  t    Has  not  the  House 
noticed   that  the   Qovemment  in  their 
declarations  as  regards  both  the  Army  and 
the    Navy    make    two    different    kinds 
of  speeches   according   to  the   different 
class  of  opinion  they  wish  to  conciliate  ? 
When  they  are  talking  to  those  members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who  are 
deeply   interested    in    the   efficiency   of 
the  Army  and  Navy  they  declare  that 
the  Army  will  be  50  per  cent,  stronger 


after  their  reforms  are  carried  out,  and 
that  the  Navy,  according  to  their  expert 
advisers,  is  quite  adequate  for  every 
purpose  of  defence  which  can  be  asked  of 
it.  Then  they  turn  to  another  section  of 
their  followers,  who  are  more  interested 
in  the  diminution  of  expenditure  than 
in  the  efficiency  of  the  services,  and  who 
entertain  the  most  sanguine  hopes  and 
expectations  both  of  what  can  be  done 
by  The  Hague  Conference  and  what  we  can 
do  to  influence  The  Hague  Conference. 
What  is  the  language  they  hold  to  these 
gentlemen  ?    They  say  that  we  must  set 

,  an  example,  and  to  show  that  we  have  con- 
fidence in  the  pacific  intentions  of  our 
neighbours,  we  must  diminish  expendi- 
ture upon  our  defensive  armaments. 
But  you  cannot  have  it  both  ways.    The 

,  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  welcomes  the 

;  policy  of  the  (Government  as  a  proof  of 

I  good  faith.  He  welcomes  it  because  it 
would  enable  the  Ch)vernment  to  go  to 
The  Hague  Conference  and  say,  "  Look 
at  Great  Britain ;  we  no  longer  intend 
or  desire  to  keep  these  great  armaments." 
Yes,  Sir,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
The  Hague  Conference  will  be  much  in- 

;  fluenced  by  that  argument  if  they  read 
all  the  speeches  or  the  whole  of  any 

I  speech  delivered  by  the  Government. 
How  do  you  prove  your  good  faith  by 

I  saying,  "  See,  we  have  diminished  Army 
expenditure,  but  our  striking  force  is 
50  per  cent,    stronger    than    before  ?  " 

I  How  will  you  produce  this  feeling  of  im- 

j  plicit  belief  in  the  pacific  intentions  of 
England  when  you  say,  "  We  have  cut 
down  the  Navy  Estimates,  but  the  Naval 

,  Lords  tell  us  we  are  fully  equal  to  any 
two  of  you,  even  after  the  reductions  ?" 
The  truth  is,  that  if,  which  I  hope  is  not 
the  case,  it  be  necessary  for  us  to  per- 

'  Buade  foreign  nations  of  our  hona  fides, 
and  the  simple  benevolence  of  our 
attitude  towards  all  mankind,  you  could 
not  go  to  work  in  a  worse  manner  than 
you  are  doing  now.  I  know  right  hon. 
and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  per- 
fectly honest  and  sincere,  and  that  it  is 
simply  this  unhappy  habit  of  platform 
oratory,  which  requires  these  double  and 
perfectly  inconsistent  appeals.  I  hope 
I  do  not  indulge  in  it.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  case  that  can  be  adduced  against  me. 
It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say  that  the 
idea  that  these  innocent,  naif,  unsus- 
pecting statesmen  who  are  going  to  join 
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in  The  Hague  Conference  will  be  taken 
in  by  this  noble  appeal,  is  really  absurd, 
["  Oh,"  and  "  Bad  form  "J  What  is 
bad  form  ? 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northum- 
berland, Tyneside) :  I  did  not  say  "bad 
form ; "  but  I  consider  the  expression 
"  taken  in  "  extremely  objectionable. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :   Then  I  with- 
draw   it.    But  the   gentlemen    at    The 
Hague  Conference  will  undoubtedly  know 
quite  as  much  about  your  public  declara- 
tions as  anybody  else.    They  will  look  at 
them  in  a  more  critical  spirit  than  per- 
haps they  ought  to  be  looked  at,  and  will 
say,    "  Here  is  the   British  Government 
talking    about     setting     us      a     good 
example.     They    are    making    eloquent 
appeals  to  universal  disarmament.    They 
are     saying     they    are     in    the     very 
forefront    of    disarmament    while  they 
are  assuring   their   countrymen  in   the 
same  speeches,  through  the  mouths  of 
the  same  statesmen,  that  their  Army  is 
50  per  cent,  stronger  and  their  Fleet,  even 
after  the  reductions,  is  equal  to  the  two- 
Power  standard."  I  do  not  see  how  these 
two  kinds  of  appeal  can  be  made,  and  I 
do  not  believe  they  will  be,  efiective.    In 
truth,  I  think  this  whole  method  of  ap- 
proaching the  question  is  wrong.    Our 
forces  are  defensive  forces  ;  our  policy  is 
a  defensive  policy.    I  do  not  think  this 
country  will  ever  indulge  in  a  war  of 
aggression,  and  therefore  we  have  one 
duty,  and  one  duty  only,  which  is  to  make 
our  naval  and  military  forces  as  strong  as, 
but  no  stronger  than,   are  required  to 
defend  all  our  interests  at  home  and 
abroad.     That  is  the  real  scientific  basis, 
or  ought  to  be,  of  our  armaments ;   and 
I  cannot  see  that  the  (Jovemment  have 
in  the  least  degree  tried,  in  the  first  place, 
to  find  out  what  those  defensive  neces- 
sities   were,   and    then   to    square    our 
defensive    forces   with    the   needs    they 
have  scientifically  analysed.    They  have 
shown  us  no  indication  that  they  have 
carried  out  the  policy  of  the  two- Power 
standard,  though  they  still  profess  it.    I 
do  not  know  what  answer  the  Admiralty 
are  going  to  give  to  the  criticism  of  my 
hon.  friend  near  me,  who  pointed  out 
that  this  new  type  of  battleship   really 
changes  the  character  of  the  two-Power 
standard.     While  at  first  sight  you  might 
Mr.  A.  J  Balfour. 
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be  inclined  to  say  that  the  fact  that  we 
were  the  first  to  design  and  build  them 
gives  us  a  great  advantage  in  one  sense, 
I  am  afraid  it  may  entail  upon  us  an 
expenditure  which  otherwise  yon  might 
have  avoided.    And  for  this  reason.    If 
the  new  type  carries  out  the  full  expecta- 
tions of  its  designers,  a  squadron  of  four 
of  those  battleships  are  almost  invulner- 
able by  any  existing  naval  combination. 
Therefore,  if  we  are  really  to  keep  pace 
with  other  nations  as  regards  battleships, 
we  shall  have  to  build  this  new  type  at 
an  equal  rate  to  any  two  Powers.    I  am 
afraid  if  you  look  at  what  foreign  nations 
are  doing  in  the  way  of  building  these 
enormous  ships,  you  will  find  that  we  are 
falling  behind  the  two-Power  standard  in 
respect  of  ships  of  the  "Dreadnought" 
type.  And  if  these  ships  be  what  they  con- 
ceive them  to  be,  then  you  are  endangering 
in  a  very  serious  degree,  at  this  moment, 
by  the  inventive  genius  shown  in  design 
ing  those  ships,  the  two-Powei  standard. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Norwood 
took  comfort  from  the  fact  that  we  are 
able  to  build  much  faster  than  foreign 
nations ;  but    have    you    any    security 
that  this  greater  rapidity  of  building  is  an 
inherent  and  perpetual  advantage  which 
this  country  is  always  going  to  have  ?     I 
take  it  that  it  is  a  matter  of  organisation. 
I  take  it  we  have  no  advantage  in  material, 
no  striking  advantage  in  'personnel,  and 
that  our  machinery  is  in  no  sense   in 
advance  of  the  machinery  to  be  found 
in  the  great  dockyards  of  Germany  or 
France,   certainly    of   Germany.    I    do 
not   believe — I  wish  I  could — that   we 
have    tliis  perpetual  advantage   in    the 
matter  of  rapidity  of  building.    There 
may  have  been  a  time  when  we  had  better 
material,    when     our    dockyards    were 
better  equipped.    That  time  is  passed. 
No  human  being  will  pretend  that  our 
manufactories  for  great  guns  to-day  are 
superior   to    the    Krupp    manufactory ; 
that  we  can  turn  out  great  guns  or  armour 
quicker  than  they  can.    If  the  Germans 
think  it  worth  their  while,  I  do  not  think 
we  can  count  upon  building  battleships 
quicker  than  they  can.    As  soon  as  they 
see  that  it  is  economical  and  advantage- 
ous to  build  quickly,  I  think  it  will  be 
fnund  that  they  will  build  as  quickly  as 
we  can. 

I     have     laid   before   the  Committee 
the  doubts  that  I  am  compelled  to  feel  xn 
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legaid  to  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
I  do  not  believe  for  an  instant  that  the 
coarse  they  are  pursuing  is  a  course  which 
will  conduce  to  peace.    I  believe  that 
peace  is  secured  by  making  those  countries 
that  are  in  the  nature  of  things  defensive 
countries  as  strong  as  possible.    We  do 
not  desire  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
other  people,but  I  hope  we  are  determined 
that  oar  rights  shall  not  be  interfered 
with.    Let  any   man   look  around  the 
world  at  the  present  time  and  say  whether 
all   the  symptoms  point  to  a   reign  of 
oniversal   peace.       If  anyone  imagines 
that  in  Ama,  Africa,  and  Europe  all  the 
symptoms  may  be  read  in  a  favourable 
Ught  and  sanguine  spirit,  I  confess  that  I 
am  unable  to  agree.    One  poUcy,  and  one 
policy  alone,  will  ensure  peace  as  far  as 
thi'-  country  is  concerned — namely,  the 
conviction  entertained  by  every  foreign 
statesman  that  it  is  dangerous  to  attack 
us.     So  long  as  that  is  the  belief  enter- 
tained on  the  Continent,  so  long  as  the 
policy    of   the   Secretary   of   State    for 
Foreign  Affairs  is  a  policy  consistent  with 
the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  country, 
so  long  ^nll  he  be  able  to  maintain  a 
European  peace  which  in  every  respect  is 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try.- But  if  once  you  allow.either  on  philan- 
thropic or  other  grounds,  your  defensive 
forces  to  fall  to  such  a  point  as  that  you 
are   thought  to  be  a  possible  prey  to 
some  ambitious  nation,  then  I  say  that 
you  are  shaking  the  foundations  of  the 
peace    of    the    world ;    and     it    is    in 
the    interests    of    peace    I    urge    His 
Majesty's  Government  to   put  no  pres- 
sure on  their  naval  advisers  to  modify 
opmions    at    which   they   have   deliber- 
ately   arrived.        I    earnestly    request 
them,   whatever  be  the  changes  which 
they  desire   to  introduce  either  in  the 
Army    or   the    Navy,     not     to    make 
changes   of  a   kind   which   will  weaken 
the    forces    which    undoubtedly    in    the 
past  have  conduced  to  peace  and  which 
will  perform  the  same  beneficent  function, 
if  properly  used,   in  the  future.     I  am 
therefore  obliged  to  declare  that,  after 
the  explanations  of  the  Government  as 
regards  the  new  programme,  so  far  it  is 
wholly    inadequate,    and   that   the   sus- 
picions with  which  it  has  been  naturally 
r^rded    have    in    no    way    been    dis- 
sipated   by    the    representative    of    the 
Admiralty. 


Sib   H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
I  think  he  will  beUeve  it,  that  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  those  who  share 
our  views  in  this  matter,  had   no    idea 
that  we  should  shake  the  foundations  of 
peace — peace  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
British      Empire      on      the     other — by 
the  dropping  of   a    first-class     ironclad 
out  of  the  programme  of  the  year.    If  it 
had  that  eSect,  we  should  not  drop  the 
first -class    ironclad.       The    right    hon. 
Gentleman    divided    the    subject,    very 
naturally    and    conveniently,   into    two 
parts.     First  of  all,  there  was  the  ques- 
tion of  the  naval  poUcy  of  the  year  and 
the  relations  of  the  naval  advisers  of  the 
Government  to  the  policy ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  there  was  the   larger  and 
wider  question  of  the  prospect  of  a  general 
gradual  disarmament,  and  therefore  of 
some  improvement  in  the  prospects  of 
peace  and  goodwill  among   the  nations. 
As  to  the  relations  of  the  Government  to 
the  technical  advisers  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  I  am  glad  to  reassure  the 
right  hon.    Crentleman    entirely,     it    is 
not  the  first  time  that  the  programme  of 
the  year  which  has  been  approved  by 
the  technical  naval  advisers  of  a  Govern- 
ment  has  been    afterwards   altered    by 
that    same    Government.     That    is    no 
extraordinary    thing.     Two    years    ago 
the  Government  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  the  head  dropped  out 
of  their  programme  one  of  four  armoured 
cruisers  and  thirteen  destroyers,  and  last 
year  there  was  also  an  armoured  cruiser 
dropped — that    is    to    say,    it    was    not 
ordered — and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  colleagues  on  that  occasion  forgot 
or  omitted  even  to  inform  the  House  of 
the  change.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  we  proposed  a  certain  ship- 
building policy  to  the  House  in  March. 
No,   sir,   we   guarded   ourselves   against 
doing  so.     We  came  into   power   after 
the  naval  policy  of  this  year  had  been 
nominally    fixed    by    our    predecessors. 
We  have  never  quite  ascertained  what 
was   the   reason    of   that   extraordinary 
departure  from  ordinary  procedure  when 
the    naval    programme    was    furnished 
before    the    change   of   Government   in 
December  or  before  the  general  election. 
When,  at  all  events,  we  came  into  office 
it  was  our  duty  then  to  take  a  calm  and 
deliberate  survey  of  the  situation,  and 
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for  the  purposes  of  the  Estimates  of 
this  year  we  adopted  the  proposals 
of  our  predecessoTS.  But  my  right  hon. 
friend  in  introducing  the  Estimates  said 
that  we  should  review  this  question  of 
the  shipbuilding  programme ;  and  later 
in  the  session  that  we  should  say  what 
our  mind  was  on  that  subject.  If 
anythina;  has  been  upset  it  is  not  our 
proposals  of  building  great  ships,  but  the 
proposals  of  our  predecessors  born  out 
of  time. 

Then  what   about  the   course   taken 
in  this    matter    by    the   Sea    Lords  ? 
The  Sea  Lords  have  had  no  pressure  put 
upon  them  in  this  matter.    On  the  con- 
trary,  taking  a  further  survey   of  the 
situation  as  it  now  presents  itself  to  them, 
they  ha\e  advised  us  that  ■what  we  now 
propose  is  sufficient  to  maintain  all  the 
strength  ard  preserve  all  the  power  that 
is  required  for  the  Biitish  Navy.    Not 
only  so,  but  they  recommended  this  to  us, 
and  they  have  expressly  asked  that  the 
House  of  Commons  should  be  informed 
that  it  was  their  recommendation,  in  order 
I  suppose,  that  they  might  get  the  credit 
for  it.    Now  we  hear  put  forward  an 
extraordinary  theory.    When  the  Gov- 
ernment is  supposed  to  be  going  to  reduce 
the  Navy  Estimates  the  Party  newspapers 
arc  ful  1  of  events  that  never  occurred. 
The  Sea  Lords  are  on  the  point  of  resign- 
ing, or  they  have  resigned  ;  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  has  tendered  bis  resigna- 
tion ;  every  allusion  that  is  made  to  the 
subject  is  couched  in  that  tone ;    and 
then  we  are  told  that  it  is  very  improper 
to  bring  in  the  Naval  Lords  at  all.    But 
if  they  are  to  be  brought  in  for  the  purposes 
of  attack,  surely  it  is  perfectly  right  to 
bring  them  in  for  the  purposes  of  defence  ? 
I  think  with  mj  right  hon.  friend  that  the 
present  situation   is   entirely  abnormal 
and  exceptional,  because  it  has  happened 
that  the  same  Board  is  making  diflerent 
recommendations  than  were  presumably 
made  to  the  Government  of  last  year.    No 
one  knows  what  pressure  may  have  been 
brought  on  the   Sea  Lords   last  year. 
It  may  be,  for  all  we  know,  that  they  are 
now  able  to  find  a  happy  way  of  escape 
out  of  the  duress  in  which  thej  were  placed 
last  year.  Except  in  a  case  Uke  this,  where 
there  is  a  change  in  the  opinion  of  the  same 
technical  advisers,  I  am  not  in  favour  of 
adducing  the  authority  of  professional 
advisers  either  in  this  or  in  any  other 
Sir  n.  Campbell-Bawnerman. 


case.  It  puts  them  in  a  false  position.  It 
leads  to  this  very  line  of  thought  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking,  where  people  try  to 
discriminate  between  the  political  heads  of 
a  department  and  the  more  permanent 
and  professional  heads ;  and  these  are 
great  nuschiefs  in  the  administration  of 
the  country.  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
done  except  in  abnormal  cases,  but  this 
was  an  exceptional  case,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  my  right  hon.  friend  would  be 
justified  in  refusing  to  make  public  the 
statement  which  the  Naval  Lords  wished 
him  to  make.  Our  opinion  is  that  the  Naval 
Lords  are  right,  and  when  you  talk  of  the 
two-Power  standard,  after  all  you  cannot 
qxiite  keep  out  of  your  mind  who  the  two 
Powers  are.  When  we  have  elaborate 
calculations  made  as  to  what  France  and 
(Jermany  are  building,  is  it  really  &  very 
likely  combination  that  France  and 
Grermany  should  be  allied  and  should  go  to 
war  with  us  ?  I  do  not  object  to  the  two- 
Power  standard  as  a  rough  guide,  but  this 
is  a  two-Power  standard  of  almost  a 
preposterous  kind.  When  we  come  to 
examine  the  details  of  that  two-Power 
standard,  we  find  that  the  figures  of  that 
combination  do  not  justify  any  extra- 
ordinary capacity  and  speed  in  ship; 
building  in  this  coimtry.  But  we  admit 
that  there  ought  to  be  some  progress 
made  with  these  huge  ships  of  our 
invention,  and  accordingly  we  propose 
that  there  should  be  three  ships  laid 
down.  What  will  they  accomplish  for  us 
Until  1909  we  shall  be  the  only  Power 
that  has  one  of  the  great  "  Dreadnought " 
class,  said  to  be  almost  incapable  of  defeat. 
Until  1909  we  shall  have  one  and  no 
other  Power  will  have  any;  while  in 
1909  we  shall  have  four,  and  other  Powers 
will  only  have  two.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  controverts  the  idea  that 
we  have  any  advantage  in  speedy  build- 
ing. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No  necessary 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEBMAN  : 
We  only  deal  with  things  as  we  find  them. 
What  Germany  or  France  or  Scandinavia 
or  any  other  country  may  do  in  the  way 
of  rapid  building  in  the  next  twenty 
years  we  cannot  tell.  We  make  our 
programmes  in  accordance  with  what  we 
know ;  and  as  we  know  these  eountries. 
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neither  Fiance  nor  Germany,  nor  any 
other  country  can  equal  us  in  rate  or 
cheapness  of  shipbuilding.    And  cheap- 
ness after  all  does  come  in,  because  it 
enables  a  larger  number  of  these  great 
Tesseb  to  be  built  for  the  same  burden 
on  the  people.    I  do  not  know  that  I  need 
say  anything  more  regarding  the  action 
of  the  Naval  Lords.    We  think  it  to  be  a 
most  patriotic  action.     We  think  it  most 
lensible  and  plucky  of  them  to  admit 
tiiat  they  had  rather  over-estimated  the 
necessities  a  few  months  ago,  and  they 
are  content  with  a  reduced  programme. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  we  are 
veakening    the    Fleet.    How    are    we 
weakening  the  Fleet  ?    That  is  the  old 
idea  that  by   piling  one  strength  upon 
another  strength  you  get  a  greater  result. 
The  man  who  has  had  an  ample  dinner, 
as  much  as  he  can  digest,  does  not  make 
himself  stronger    by    going    on    eating 
dinners  in  order  to  dazzle  other  people. 
After  all,  this  is  one  of  the  most  vital 
elements  of  this  branch  of  the  question — 
the  rivalry  of   grandeur  in  naval  and 
military  expenditure.    It  is  not  only  the 
actnal  strength   but,  if  I  may  use  the 
word,  it  is  the  swagger  as  to  having  the 
largest,  strongest,   and  most  numerous 
fleet,  or  the  biggest  and  most  powerful 
army  in  the  world.    We  dislike  that  sort 
of  rivalry.    The  right  hon.   Gentleman 
said  a  thing  which  is  very  true.    He  said 
that  possibly  we  made  a  mistake  in  laying 
down  this  one  great  "  Dreadnought,"  be- 
cause it  has  undoubtedly  set  the  pace  for 
other  nations.     By  that  action  we  de- 
liberately encouraged  other  nations  to 
go  on  in  this  unceasing  rivalry.    I  daresay 
^t  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  right 
in  saying  that  we  might  have  been  better 
off  in  relative  strength  to-day  if  we  had 
not  built  this  vessel.     But  that  is  done. 
We  take  it  as  we  find  it ;  and  we  wish 
to  maintain  the  strength  that  the  naval 
men  consider  adequate  for  the  discharge 
of  all  the  duties  that  fall  upon  the  Navy. 

We  have  in  our  mind's  eye,  also,  the 
question  of  general  disarmament.  I  do 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
▼ety  encouraging  to  The  Hague  Con- 
ference. It  may  be  difficult  to  realise  all 
the  thinfp  that  are  attempted  or  thought 
of.  But  I  would  rather  be  one  of  those 
who  try  to  rea'ise  them  th  n  one  of  those 
who  run  them  down  and  point  out  nothing 


but  difiEiculties.    Who  imagines  that  the 
Powers  going  to  The  Hague  Conference 
to  deal  with  disarmament  are  to  disarm 
themselves  entirely  and  present  them- 
selves   without    defence    among    their 
neighbours  ?    It  is  not  so.    We  desire  to 
stop  this  rivalry,  and  to  set  an  example  in 
stopping  it — we  who  can  do  it,  in  regard 
to  the  Navy,  with  greater  ease  than  any 
other    Power — in    order    that    we    may 
relieve  to  some  extent  the  burden  that 
presses  upon  the  people  of  all  countries. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  rather  implied 
that  we  should  wait  for  other  people  to  set 
the  example ;  and  the  late  Civil  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  said  that  we  should 
call  upon  other  nationis  to  take  the  first 
step.     It  is  to  be  an  inverted  Pool  of 
Siloam.    Instead  of  all  the  people  rush- 
ing to  be  the  first  in  the  water,  they  are 
all  to  linger  oi\  the  brink  and  urge  their 
neighbours  to  go  in.    In  my  judgment 
we  are  the  country  above  all  others  upon 
whom  it  b  incumbent  to  show  a  wilhng- 
ness  to  check  the  pace  with  which  these 
great  armaments  have  been  mounting 
up  of  late  years,  with  respect  to  the 
Navy  especially.    No  man  here  wishes 
the  Navy  to  be  weak  for  all  the  manifold 
duties  which  it  has  to  perform,  duties 
which  do  not  fall  upon  any  other  country 
in  the  world.    We  are  all  as  keen  as 
anyone  can  be  to  maintain  the  efficiency 
of  the  Navy,  but  extravagance  never  pro- 
cures efficiency.    You  get  efficiency  only 
when  expenditure  is  kept(!  within  reason- 
able bounds.     But  on  these  grounds  we 
hope  that  the  Government,  having  the  op- 
portunity, will  have  the  support  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  setting  a  very 
reasonable  and  moderate  example — but 
still  a  very  obvious,  decided,  and  con- 
siderable example — in  the  direction  in 
which,  we  think,  all  the  nations  suffering 
from  this  burden  of  armaments  would  do 
well   to  follow.    We   shall   not  be  in- 
timidated by  any  fear  of  unpopularity. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
popular  policy;  but,  if  it  were  not,  I 
should  follow  it  all  the  same.    I  am  not 
one   who   ever   talks   of   mandates.    I 
never  use  the  word,  and  I  do  not  believe 
very  much  in  the  thing.    But  we  made 
no  secret  of  our  desire  to  reduce  military 
expenditure ;  we  went  to  the  country ; 
and  here  we  are.     If  we  had  not  taken 
the  steps  that  we  have  done,  in  regard 
both  to  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  and 
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endeavoured  to  the  best  of  out  belief  to 
show  to  the  countries  that  we  do  not 
believe  in  reckless  expenditure  in  this 
matter,  but  that  at  the  same  time  we 
are  anxious  to  maintain  the  necessary 
forces  to  defend  our  interests — ^if  we  had 
not  done  that,  and  if  we  did  not  now 
declare  our  intention  of  following  that 
policy  out,  we  should  not  be  worthy  to 
sit  on  this  Bench. 

Mr.  EDMUND  HOBERTSON  said 
that  the  time  was  too  short  for  him  to 
make  a  statement  as  to  the  dockyard 
administration ;  but  he  proposed  to 
print  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper  the 
substance  of  what  he  had  to  say  and  have 
it  circulated  amongst  members  im- 
mediately. 

Mr.  JENKINS  (Chatham)  asked 
whether  hon.  Members  would  have  an 
opportimity  later  on  of  saying  something 
in  regard  to  the  proposal  to  build  one 
of  the  battleships  by  private  contract. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said 
the  only  opportunity,  he  believed,  would 
be  on  the  Appropriation  Act. 

Sir  J.  BAKER  (Portsmouth):  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  Members 
representing  dockyard  towns  the  oppor- 
tunity of  an  interview  at  the  Admiralty 
on  the  statement  made  ? 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :    Yes. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

2.  £2,827,200,  Shipbuilding,  Repairs, 
Maintenance,  etc. — Matiriel. 

3.  X8,588,400,  Shipbuildina:,  Repairs, 
Maintenance,  etc. — Contract  Work. 

4.  £2,986,000,  Naval  Armaments. 

5.  £351,500,  Admiralty  OflBce. 
Resolutions  to  bo  reported. 


to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1907,  for 
Grants  towards  Expenditure  on  Public 
Elementary  Schools  in  England  and 
Wales." 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress ; 
and     ask     leave    to    sit    again," — {Mr. 
White-ley) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  l>e  reported  upon 
Monday  next;  Committee  also  report 
Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday 
next. 


CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS (SUPPLEMKNTARY)  ES- 
TIMATES, 1906-7. 

Class  IV. 
Motion  niar'.e,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £200,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 

Sir  U.  Cinplell-Jianverman. 


TRADE  DISPUTES  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.  1 

Clause  1. 

♦Mr.  BOWLES,  in  moving  to  omit  the 
words  "  contemplation  or,"  said  the  pur- 
port of  the  Amendment  was  sufficiently 
clear  in  itself ;    its  object  was  to  narro^r 
the   scope   of   the   clause.       It   would 
hardly  be  possible  to  consider  the  effect 
of   this   Amendment    unless    one    con- 
sidered  the  whole  of  the  clause  itself. 
The  clause  removed  every  remedy   for 
certain    classes    of    damage    committed 
during  trade  disputes  if  they  were  done 
"  in  contemplation  or  furtherance  "  of  a 
trade    dispute.    That    being    so,    hon. 
Members  would  see  that  it  was  necessary 
to  consider    with  some  care  the   exact 
nature     of     the     damage     which     was 
proposed   to   be   left   without   remedy. 
This  question  involved  directly  the  whole 
question   of   the   law   of   conspiracy    as 
appUed  to  trade  disputes,  and  that  was 
a  question  which  could  only  be  properly- 
dealt  with  by  lawyers.    Although  at  one 
time    he    committed    the    youthful    in- 
discretion of  being  called  to   the   Bar, 
he  was  not,   and  he   hoped   he   never 
would  be,  in  any  real  sense  a  lawyer.    He 
beUeved  he  was  right  in  saying  that  the 
law   upon    this   matter   at   the   present 
time    was    that    for    ordinary    persons 
and'in  ordinary  circumstances  the  law 
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recognised  that  an  act  which  was  per- 
fectly harmless  if  done  by  one  person, 
became  altogether  altered  in  its  character 
and  might  be  extremely  formidable,  in 
bet  so  formidable  as  to  inflict  provable 
legal  damage  if  committed  by  many  per- 
sons. The  law  provided  for  that  land  of 
damage  two  remedies,  the  criminal  action 
for  conspiracy  and  the  civil  action.  Until 
the  year  1871  no  difierence  was  made 
by  the  legislature  between  a  trade  dispute 
aod  any  other  dispute.  A  man  who  suf- 
fered damage  as  the  result  of  a  conspiracy 
daring  a  trade  dispute  had  his  remedy 
just  the  same  as  a  man  who  suffered 
similar  damage  in  any  other  kind  of 
dispate.  In  the  year  1871  an  Act  was 
paued  which  was  amplified  in  1875,  the 
result  of  which  was  to  take  away  criminal 
remedies  for  acts  committed  during  trade 
disputes,  so  long  as  they  would  not  have 
been  indictable  if  committed  by  one 
person.  Ever  since  the  year  1875,  trade 
disputes  had  been  difierentiated  by  the 
law  from  all  other  disputes,  inasmuch 
as  criminal  action  for  conspiracy  was 
then  taken  away.  But  the  civil  remedy 
remained,  and  it  was  that  civil  remedy 
aod  that  right  of  civil  action  which  it 
was  now  proposed  by  the  clause  before 
them  to  take  away.  The  clause  took  away 
that  right  from  any  person  who  suffered 
damage  done  by  an  act  in  pursuance  of 
an  agreement  or  combination  during  or 
in  contemplation  of  a  trade  dispute. 
It  also  took  away  from  that  person 
all  remedy  whatever  in  respect  of  the 
agreement  or  conspiracy.  That  was  the 
proposal  of  this  clause.  What  he  desired 
to  do  was  to  narrow  the  scope  of  the 
daoae  to  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  its 
proper  function.  He  asked  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
acts  for  which  no  remedy  at  all 
under  any  circumstances  was  to  be 
allowed  under  this  astonishing  new 
arrangement.  They  were  acta  which  by 
hypothesis  were  harmless  if  committed 
by  one  person,  but  nobody  would  deny 
that,  altliough  harmless  when  committed 
by  one  person,  they  might  be  harmful 
in  the  highest  degree,  and  produce  in- 
tolerable wrong  and  injustice,  if  com- 
mitted by  many  persons.  And  yet  it 
was  the  essence  of  this  clause  that  t^e 
act  to  be  covered  by  l^e  clause  did 
produce  legal  and  provable  damage.  It 
was  4^e  essence  therefore  of  this  pro- 
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posal  that  a  man  who  had  suffered 
legal  undeniable  damage  which  he 
could  prove  in  a  Court  of  Justice  was 
to  be  left  entirely  without  remedy. 
That  was  a  very  large  demand,  which,  in 
view  of  all  the  traditions  of  the  country, 
the  House  ought  to  view  with  con- 
siderable care,  and  he  did  think  that  it 
was  important  t^t  they  should  consider 
whether  the  words  which  he  moved  to 
leave  out  did  not  extend  the  operation  of 
the  clause  toanextent  to  which  the  House 
might  not  altogether  be  prepared  to  go. 
Now  what  was  the  kind  of  act  for  which 
this  clause  left  no  remedy  ?  One  might 
draw  upon  one's  imagination,  but  there 
was  no  need  to  do  so,  because  many 
cases  existed  similar  to  those  which  were 
contemplated  by  this  clause.  Ho  would 
cite  a  taixlj  recent  case  decided  in 
19U1,  with  which  hon.  Glentlemen  were 
no  doubt  perfectly  familiar.  The  case 
he  alluded  to  was  that  of  "  Quinn  v. 
Leathem."  There  lived  just  outside 
Belfast  in  the  year  1895  a  certain  grazing 
butcher,  named  Leathem.  [An  Hon 
Member  :  That  is  ancient  history.] 
He  employed  a  foreman  and  a  certain 
number  of  assistants,  who  were  non- 
union men.  His  business  was  to  raise 
stock  and  sell  it  to  his  customers  in  Bel 
fast  and  the  most  important  of  his 
customers  was  a  butcher  named  Munce, 
who  employed  union  men  in  the  town 
of  Belfast.  There  was  no  dispute 
between  Mr.  Leathem  and  his  men,  or 
between  Leathem  and  Munce.  Everything 
was  being  carried  on  to  the  complete  satis- 
faction of  everybody  concerned,  and  one 
would  have  thought  that  those  two  busi- 
nesses might  have  been  left  to  rest  in  peace. 
But  it  was  quite  obvious  that  if  businesses 
were  allowed  to  be  conducted  quietly, 
the  more  militant  form  of  trade  unionism 
came  to  an  eitd.  These  two  butchers, 
Mr.  Leathem  and  Mr.  Munce,  conducted 
their  business  to  the  satisfaction  of  every- 
body concerned.  Their  workmen  were 
satisfied  and  the  general  public  were 
satisfied.  But  the  representatives  of  the 
local  trade  union  were  not  satisfied,  and 
they  put  their  heads  together  to  see  what 
coidd  be  done  to  put  an  end  to  this  state 
of  things.  They  made  an  agreement 
as  contemplated  by  this  clause,  and  as  a 
result  they  committed  an  act  contem- 
plated by  this  clause.  They  wrote 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Leathem,  and   Aritbout 
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preamble  or  excuse  or  explanation, 
demanded  in  a  most  categorical 
way  the  instant  dismissal  by  Mr. 
Leathern  of  his  foreman  and  all  his 
men. 

Mr.  clement  EDWAEDS  (Denbigh 
District) :  The  hon.  Member  has  not 
stated  the  facts  correctly. 

*Me.  BOWLES  said  he  had  given  these 
facts  the  best  >  attention  of  which  he  was 
capable,  and  the  hon.  Member  would  find 
that  he  had  not  misstated  them.  The 
onion  demanded  the  instant  dismissal 
of  these  men,  and  Mr.  Leathem  naturally 
asked  upon  what  grounds.  He  said  if  the 
grounds  were  that  they  did  not  belong  to 
the  local  trade  union  he  was  quite 
ready  to  pay  their  entrance  fees  into  the 
union,  and  he  was  perfectly  willing  that 
they  should  enter  the  union.  That 
proposal  however,  was  rejected  by  the 
officials  of  the  union,  who  said  in  the 
plainest  possible  terms  that  their  object 
was  to  drive  these  men  out  of  employment 
to  walk  the  streets  of  Belfast  for  twelve 
months  without  any  employment.  That 
was  intended  as  a  punishment  to  them 
for  not  having  joined  the  imion.  In 
other  words,  the  object  of  the  union 
was  not  to  get  these  men  to  join  the  union 
but  to  see  that  they  should  be  hounded 
about  the  streets  without  any  work  and 
reduce  them  to  something  which  hon. 
Members  below  the  gangway  knew 
perfectly  well  amounted  to  starvation. 
Having  made  that  intimation,  the  officials 
of  the  union  repeated  their  demand  for 
the  instant  dismissal  of  these  men.  That 
was  a  demand  which  certain  employers 
might  at  once  have  acceded  to.  But 
Mr.  Leatham  was  a  man  of  a  totally 
different  character.  He  said  he  did  not 
like  the  notion  of  men  who  had  served  him 
faithfully  for  many  years  being  sent  to 
starve  in  the  streets,  and  for  his  part,  he 
refused  to  dismiss  them.  Whereupon 
the  union  committed  another  act ;  for 
they  induced  Mr.  Munce,  by  a  threat  to 
call  out  his  men,  to  refuse  to  take  Mr. 
Leathem's  meat,  which  he  was  purchasing 
to  the  extent  of  £30  a  week,  and  all  this 
simply  because  Mr.  Leathem  had  the 
courage  to  stand  between  his  men,  who 
were  free  labourers,  and  starvation  and 
the  union.  Consequently,  Mr.  Leathem 
suffered  a  palpable  and  undeniable  damage 

Mr.  Bowles. 


of  a  very  serious  character.  Those  acts 
committed  under  those  circumstances 
were  acts  which  were  precisely  covered 
by  the  clause  now  before  the  Committee, 
because  they  were  done  in  contemplation 
of  a  trade  dispute.  Thif  vras  a  trade 
dispute,  not  indeed  between  an  employer 
and  his  workmen,  such  as  was  contem- 
plated in  the  Act  of  1875,  but  they  were 
acts  done  in  contemplation  of  a  trade 
dispute  between  the  union  men  and 
the  non-union  men  of  the  district. 
And  it  was  an  act  which,  had  it 
been  done  without  any  agreement  or 
combination  by  one  man  acting  singly, 
would  not  have  been  actionable  for  a 
moment.  Therefore  he  thought  it  was  a 
question  worthy  of  grave  consideration 
whether  the  Committee  was  prepared  in 
cold  blood  and  upon  serious  reflection  to 
place  a  form  of  words  upon  the  Statute 
book  which  would  directly  and  expressly 
legalise  acts  of  that  description.  He 
asked  the  Committee  to  adopt  his 
suggestion  with  all  the  more  confidence 
because  he  understood  that  the  acts  of 
which  he  had  complained  were  repudiated 
by  every  trade  union  leader  worthy  of 
the  name.  He  understood  thajt  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  shared 
the  disgust  which  was  felt  at  such  acts, 
and  repudiated  them.  But  in  spite  of 
their  repudiation  and  dislike  of  those  acts, 
the  fact  remained  that  such  acts  were 
committed,  and  he  could  not  for  the  life 
of  him  understand  how  hon.  Gentlemen 
came  down  to  this  House  and  supported 
the  Government  in  asking  for  a  clause 
which  would  expressly  legalise  acts 
which  everyone  who  tollowed  him  in  this 
debate  would  repudiate  and  disavow. 
For  his  part,  he  agreed  with  a  learned 
Judge  who  tried  this  case — he  alluded  to 
Lord  Lindley — ^who  said  that  a  man 
might  resist  without  difficulty  the  wrong- 
fid  act  of  an  individual  but  it  was  a  very 
different  thing  when  one  man  had  to  de- 
fend himself  against  a  combination  of 
men.  An  Act  committed  as  the  result 
of  such  a  combination  might  be  good  or 
bad.  But  it  was  inevitably  different  in 
quality  from  the  same  act  committed  with- 
out such  combination.  And  to  enact,  as 
this  clause  proposed  to  do,  that  such  acts 
were  the  same  if  committed  in  contempla- 
tion of  a  trade  dispute  was  to  enact  a  plain 
absurdity.  His  objeo'-  was' to  prevent 
that  kind  of  thing,  oi  at  least,  his  pmnt 
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was  fiiat  it  should  be  rigidly  confined 
to  times  of  industrial  war,  and  not  to  times 
of  peace.  That  was  the  object  of  this 
Amendment.  In  the  course  of  a  former 
debate  upon  this  Bill,  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Glamorganshire  referred  to  a 
system  under  which  employers  conspired 
together  to  prevent  men  whom  they 
disliked  from  obtaining  employment, 
and  they  kept  a  black  list — a  list  of  men 
whom  the  employers  agreed  together 
to  refuse  to  employ.  If  that  was 
tme,  he  thought  it  was  very  bad,  and  he 
shoold  be  very  glad,  so  br  as  he  was  able 
to  co-operate  with  hon.  Members  below 
the  gangway,  to  see  what  could  be  done 
to  bring  such  a  system  to  an  end.  But 
tiiis  clause  made  that  state  of  things 
expressly  legal,  and  he  hoped  working 
men  generally  would  realise  that  the 
efforts  of  Labour  Members  in  this  House 
would,  if  successful,  result  in  making  such 
action  by  the  employers  definitely  legal. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  submit,  Mr. 
diairman,  on  a  point  of  order,  that  that 
atgrnnent  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
vith  this  particular  Amendment. 

♦Mk.  BOWLES  :  My  object  is  to  show 
what  would  be  the  effect  when  the  Bill 
becomes  law,  of  leaving  out  the  words 
which  I  have  moved  to  omit  from  the 
clause. 

Ths  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
does  seem  to  have  argued  very  widely 
upon  this  Amendment.  Of  course,  he 
is  quite  entitled  to  argue  as  to  the  efiect 
of  striking  oat  the  words  in  the  Amend- 
ment, but  the  hon.  Member  appears  to 
me  to  have  gone  far  beyond  that,  and  he 
has  argued  a  good  deal  upon  the  question 
of  combination.  He  must  confine  him- 
self to   the    Ammendmcnt. 

*Hb.  BOWLES  said  his  object  was  to 
enable  the  Committee  to  consider  whether 
tiie  kind  of  acts  contemplated  by  this 
claose  were  acts  which  ought  to  be 
possible,  not  only  daring,  and  in  further- 
ance of  a  trade  dispute,  but  also  in  contem- 
pbtirai  of  a  trade  dispute,  because  the 
term  "  contemplation  '  was  exceedingly 
vide,  and  it  might  be  very  difficult  for  a 
Ccmrt  to  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the 
?nnt.    The  qaeetioa  was  whether  those 


acts  should  be  allowed  in  contemplation, 
as  well  as  in  furtherance  of  a  trade  dis- 
pute. They  were  told  that  this  made  no 
real  change,  and  that  it  only  settled  in  law 
what  had  been  supposed  to  be  the  law 
for  thirty  years  or  more.  They  were 
also  told  that  they  ought  to  trust  the 
trade  onion  leaders  in  this  matter.  He 
was  not  going  to  say  a  word  against  those 
representatives  of  trade  unionism  who 
had  the  advantage  of  sitting  in  this  House, 
nor  against  responsible  trade  union  leaders 
generally,  but  he  thought  they  ought  to 
remember  that  trade  union  leaders  after 
all,  were  like  Cabinet  Ministers,  for  they 
only  led  on  terms.  They  only  led  so 
long  as  they  could  obtain  a  following, 
and  in  order  to  obtain  a  following,  what 
might  they  taot  be  forced  to  do  ? 
[Cries  of  "Oh"  from  the  Labour 
Members.]  Hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
gangway  {were  always  contemplating 
some  trade  dispute.  [Cries  of  "  No, 
no."]  Well,  he  would  come  to  that 
point  in  a  moment.  They  might  be, 
as  Cabinet  Ministers  sometimes  were, 
driven  to  a  course  of  action  against 
their  own  better  judgment,  into  taking 
extreme  courses,  by  wild  followers 
behind  them,  and  be  forced  in  a 
few  weeks'  time  to  eat  their  own  words. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order.  That 
question  does  not  arise  on  the  Amend- 
ment. 

*Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  show  that  the  argument  that  they 
ought  to  trust  trade  onion  leaders  to 
act  reasonably  in  contemplation  of 
trade  disputes  was  a  very  difficult  one 
to  admit.  What  was  the  object  of  the 
words  which  he  proposed  to  omit  ? 
They  were  directed,  it  seemed  to 
him,  not  against  the  employers,  nor 
were  they  designed  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  trade  union  leaders 
in  respect  of  existing  trade  dis- 
putes, but  they  were  plainly  directed, 
and  this  was  his  objection  to  the  words, 
against  the  independence  of  non-union 
labour.  It  was  the  non-union  man 
who  was  the  real  enemy  -of  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway.  It 
should  not  be  overlooked  that  the  vast 
majority  of  the  working  people  did  not 
belong  to  trade  unions,  and  did  not  believe 
in  them,  and,  in  fact,  did  not  want  to 
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belong  to  them.    They  were  the  people 
who    were     aimed    at    by   the    words 
of  this  clause,  which  he  proposed  to  omit, 
and  they  would  put  it  into  the  power  of 
hon.    Members   below   the    gangway   if 
they  desired  to  do  so,  as  long  as  they  were 
contemplating  a  trade  dispute,  to  make 
it  impossible  for  any  man  to  retain  his 
independence  in  the  matter  of  his  own 
labour.    Hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gang- 
way were  always  more  or  less  contem- 
plating a  trade  dispute.   [Cries  of  "  No."] 
He    could    prove    the    truth     of     his 
contention,  because  there  were  a  number 
of  quotations  which  he  could  make  from 
hon.   Members'    speeches    and   writings 
which      would      bear      out    what     he 
had    said.    The    membership    of    trade 
unions  in  this  country  was  diminishing. 
He  believed  the  power  of  trade  union 
leaders  in  this  cotmtry  was  diminishing. 
They  only  depended  upon  their  following, 
and      Uberty    having    failed,      tyranny 
was    now    to    be   called    in.      In    the 
phrase,   "  in  contemplation  of  a  trade 
dispute  "  hon.  Members  below  the  gang- 
way were  to  be  given  power  to  divide  the 
industries  of  this  country  into  two  great 
armed  camps,  armed  to  the  teeth,  and 
taught  to  believe  that  their  interests  were 
not  identical,  but  opposite.    Power  was 
to  be  given  imder  these  words,  because 
they  contemplated  a  trade  dispute,  to 
ruin,  if  they  desired  to  do  so,  any  man  who 
refused  to  be  recruited  into  their  ragged 
army.    That  was  a  power  which  he  would 
not  trust  to  any  set  of  Ministers  sitting  on 
the    Treasury    Bench,    still    less     would 
he   trust    it  to    hon.    Members     below 
the  gangway.    These  words  gave  abso- 
lutely unUmitcd  power  to  trade  unions, 
to    coerce    free    labourers    into     their 
ranks  at  any  time  and  that  was  why 
he      moved     that      they      should      be 
omitted.      He     would     not     like      the 
clause   even   when    the    omission    was 
made.     But  he  thought  that  they  ought 
at  least  to  take  care  that  no  man  was 
forced  into  the  struggle  between  capital 
and  labour  against    his    will,  and    that 
those  who  wished  to  keep   clear  of  that 
kind  of  pressure  during  times  of  indus- 
trial peace  might  be  permitted  to  do  so. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 
"In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  worda 
'  contemplation  or.' " — (^r.  Boulei.) 
Mr.  Bowles. 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

♦The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir 
John  Walton,  Leeds,  S.)  said  that  the 
practical  answer  to  the  hon.  Member's 
arguments  was  that  it  would  be  most 
difficult,  even  if  it  were  possible,  to  draw 
a  distinction  between  acts  done  in  con- 
templation of,  and  acts  done  in  further- 
ance of,  a  trade  dispute.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber's arguments  against  what  he  had 
described  as  acts  done  in  contemplation 
of  trade  disputes  would  almost  be  equally 
applicable  to  acts  done  after  the*  dispute 
had  begun.  The  desirability  of  inserting 
words  of  this  kind  was  evidently  con- 
sidered by  the  late  Government,  with  the 
result  that  these  very  words  were  inserted 
in  the  Bill  which  passed  through  this 
House.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment to  a  division. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
thought  he  ought  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee his  view  as  a  lawyer  in  reference 
to  these  words.  It  was  quite  true  that 
the  House,  by  a  previous  Act,  had  pro- 
hibited an  indictment  against  a  workman 
for  conspiracy  to  do  an  act  which  would 
not  be  indictable  if  it  were  done  by  a  single 
individual.  That  was  the  state  of  the 
criminal  law.  It  was  quite  true,  as  the 
Attorney-General  had  said,  that  within  the 
section  of  the  Act  of  1875  these  words  "  in 
contemplation  of"  were  present.  What 
he  should  like  to  point  out,  however,  was 
that  there  was  a  very  great  distinction, 
and  he  thought  the  Attorney-General 
would  see  it  at  once,  between  a  criminal 
act  and  a  civil  remedy.  In  the  case  of 
the  criminal  act  they  could  not  carry  on 
a  trade  dispute  without  entering  into 
some  sort  of  an  agreement  in  contempla- 
tion of  or  before  the  dispute  came  on. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  do  this  just 
as  well  when  the  dispute  was  in  con- 
templation as  while  it  was  in  progress. 
The  conspiracy,  such  as  it  was,  would  take 
place  before  the  trade  dispute  was  actually 
entered  into.  What  a  man  was  indicted 
for,  and  what  they  used  to  indict  him  for, 
was  conspiracy.  He  need  not  have  done 
any  act  under  it,  and  nothing  need  have 
taken  place  at  all  in  the  way  of  a  trade 
dispute,  prior  to  the  Act  of  1875.     But, 
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-Then  they  came  to  the  civil    action  it  | 
•VM  entirely  different.     They  could  not  I 
"bring  a  civil  action  against  any  person  | 
forlenteiing  into  a  dispute,  and  people  ! 
might  conspire  as  much  as  they  liked  so  ' 
long  as  tJiey  did  nothing  in  pursuance ' 
of  it.     They  had   to  prove  in  a  civil 
action  not  merely  conspiracy,   bat  legal  | 
<lam&ge  as  a  consequence  of  it.  The  reason  I 
whyhe  objected  to  theje  words  remaining 
in  the  section  was  that  th?  House  would  ! 
then  be  laying  do^tn  that  persons  might 
inflict  legal  damage  before  a  trade  dispute 
liad  arisen  at  all.    He  thought  that  was  a 
iatal  policy.     He  quite  agreed  that  once 
a  trade  dispute  came  on,  there  might  be 
Teaaons  of  policy,  on  either  one  side  or  the 
other,  why  they  should  limit  liability,  but 
how  far  it  should  be  limited  was  a  question 
lor  the  Committee.    He  thought,  however, 
that  to  lay  down  that  damage  might  be 
-oommitted  in  pursuance  of  a  conspiracy, 
and  before  the  dispute  actually  came  on, 
was  going  a  long  way  to  prevent  a  settle- 
ment of  that  dispute  before  it  reached  an 
acute  form.     He  submitted  to  tbe  Com- 
miMee     that     having    regard    to    this 
■distinction,    they    ought   not    slavishly 
to  follow  the  wording  of  tbe  Act  of  1875, 
unless  in  relation  to  criminal  matters, 
because  the  gist  of  the  offence  in  the  two 
-cases  was  absolutely  different.    In  the 
ease  of  most  criminal  matters,  it  was  a 
conspiracy,  but  in  the  case  of  the  civil 
remedy,  it  was  the  damage  done,  and  he 
suggested  to    the    Commitee  that  they 
-oujght  not  to  lay  down  that  legal  damage 
-should  be  without   a   remedy   where  it 
was  done  before  a  trade  dispute  came 
on,  and  merely  in  contemplation  of  it. 

■^IB  CHARLES  DILEE  said  that  tbe 
-Oommissiott  appointed  by  the  late 
Government  to  deal  with  this  question 
-of  trade  disputes  distinctly  reconunended 
the  words  contained  in  thiis  clause.  They 
would  be  found  on  page  17  of  the  Report 
-which  was  signed  by  three  of  the 
"Commissioners,  and  on  page  24  in 
the  Memorandum  made  by  four  of  the 
Gonunissioners.  He  also  wished  to  point 
out  that  these  very  words  passed  the 
Standing  Committee  last  year,  and  they 
were  inserted  upon  a  division  in  another 
claose  dealing  with  peaceful  picketing. 
Up«n  that  occasion  eleven  members  of 
the  Unionist  Party  voted  in  favour  of 
"these  words,  and  eleven  against. 
VOL.  CLXII.     [Fourth  Skribs.] 


Sir  E.  CARSON  :  But  that  clause 
was  entirely  different  from  this  one- 
This  was  a  recommendation  to  enapt 
that  an  agreement  or  combination  should 
not  be  the  ground  of  a  civil  action  in 
contemplation  of  a  trade  dispute,  unless 
it  was  indictable  as  a  conspiracy.  His 
point  was  in  reference  to  the  agreement 
and  conspiracy  and  the  malicious  damage 
done,  which  was  entirely  different  and 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  in  contemplation 
of  a  trade  dispute.  As  regarded  the 
Report  of  this  Committee,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  be  perfectly  well  aware 
that  the  one  matter  which  the  Committee 
reported  most  strongly  against  was  the 
Government  proposal  in  re^rd  to 
Clause  4.  It  was  all  very  well  to  pick 
out  parts  in  the  Report  of  the  Commission, 
and  say  that  they  were  in  favour  of  so 
and  so,  but  they  must  take  the  Report  as  a 
whole ;  and  they  could  not  whittle  away 
one  right  and  then  sweep  away  other 
rights,  and  in  that  way  say  that  they  were 
carrying  out  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission. They  must  take  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  as  a  whole,  or  else  their 
recommendations  were  of  no  value 
whatever. 

*Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough)said  he  could  not  very  well  allow 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Nor- 
wood to  pass  without  challenge  from 
that  side  of  the  House.  [An  Hon.  Mbh- 
bbr:  He  is  not  worth  it.]  Then  he 
was  a  very  poor  Member  of  this  House 
if  his  remarks  were  not  worth  some  con- 
sideration from  the  Labour  Members. 
He  had  described  trade  unionists  as  a 
ragged  array.  He  ventured  to  say,  with 
all  due  respect  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Norwood,  that  when  he  had  gained  a 
little  more  experience  of  trade  unionism 
he  would  probably  be  like  a  good  many 
other  employers  of  labour  in  this  House : 
he  would  begin  to  recognise  that  trade 
unions  were  valuable  institutions,  and 
that  it  was  a  good  thing  for  the  workmen 
to  be  combined  together  in  order  that 
to  settle  their  differences  in  a  reason- 
able and  intelligent  manner.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Norwood  had  com- 
plained of  union  men  compelling 
non-unionists  to  join  a  trade  union.  If 
he  was  correctly  informed,  the  hon. 
Member  himself  had  recently  become 
an  employer  of  labour  by  owning  ships. 
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Only  a  short  time  ago  a  vessel  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  was  interested 
engaged  a  crew,  and  one  of  the  conditions 
attached  to  the  employment  of  those 
men  was  that  they  were  to  join  a  com- 
bination. It  was  not,  however,  a  work- 
men's organisation  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  join,  bnt  it  was  an  organisation 
known  as  the  "  Shipping  Federation, 
Ltd."  If  those  men  had  not  become 
members  of  that  organisation,  then  they 
could  not  have  been  employed  upon  the 
hon.  Member's  vessel. 

*The  chairman  :  Order,  order. 
Unless  the  hon.  Member  can  show  that 
this  particular  federation  was  formed 
in  contemplation  of  a  trade  dispute,  he 
is  not  in  order  in  discussing  that  point. 

♦Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  Certainly 
it  is  in  contemplation  of  a  trade  dispute, 
because  it  is  well  known  that  this  par- 
ticular organisation  exists  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  trade  unions. 

*Thb  CHAIRMAN :  But  that  is  not 
the  question.  An  organisation  to  destroy 
trade  \mions  is  not  in  contemplation  of  a 
trade  dispute  as  suggested  in  this  clause. 

*Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  thought 
it  was,  and  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Norwood  had  made  so  much  out  of  the 
tyrannical  conduct  of  trade  unions  in 
compelling  men  against  their  will  to 
join  something  that  they  did  not  believe 
in,  it  was  only  right  that  he  should  be 
allowed  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Norwood  himself 
was  not  altogether  innocent  in  these 
matters;  therefore  he  ought  to  be 
the  last  man  to  cast  stones  at  trade 
unionists  when  he  himself  had  been 
doing  a  little  in  that  direction. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (City 
of  London)  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
press  his  Amendment.  Although  not  a 
lawyer,  he  thought  the  words  "in  con- 
templation "  seemed  liable  to  cause  very 
serious  injury  not  only  to  employers  but 
also  to  trade  unionists.  He  regretted  the 
introduction  of  questions  as  to  whether 
trade  unions  were  good  or  bad  things, 
or  whether  federations  of  employers 
were  good  or  bad,  and  he  intended  to 
limit  his  remarks  to  what    seemed    to 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson, 


him  as  a  layman  as  likely  to  take  place 
under  the  provisions  of  this  clause.    The 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney-Generarsaid,. 
and  this  was  the  only  argument  he  ad- 
vanced  against   the   omission   of   these 
words,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  decide 
when     a     trade     dispute     commenced. 
That    might    or    might     not     be    so,, 
but     still    as    a     layman    he     should 
have    thought    that    a    trade    dispute 
commenced  when  the  men  were  called  out' 
by  the  union  or  when  the  masters  locked! 
the  men  out.    [Labour  Cries  of  "No, 
No."]  Hon.  Members  below  the  (Jangway 
differed  from  him,  but  at  any  rate  that  was 
his  opinion,  and  if  hon.  Members  could 
show  him  that  he  was  wrong  he  would  be 
happy  to  listen  to  them,  and  if  they  con- 
vinced him  on  that  point  he  would  not 
vote  for  the  Amendment  which  had  been 
moved  by  his  hon.  friend.    If  he  war 
right  upon  this  point  he  thought  the 
Attorney-General  would  admit    that   it 
would  be  very  simple  to  find  out  when  a 
trade  dispute  commenced.    In  that  case^ 
those  words  covered  such  an  enormous 
groimd  that  it  would  be  worth  while  to 
leave  them  out  in  order  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  all  parties.    But  supposing 
an  act  which  up  to  the  present  time  had 
been  illegal  was  done,  if  this  clause  was  in 
force  it  would  be  possible  for  the  persons 
doing  that  illegal  act,  whether  masters  or 
men,  to  declare  that  it  was  done  in  con- 
templation of  a   trade   dispute.    What 
had  the  Attomey-Greneral    adduced  [to 
prove  that  it  was  not  done  in  contem- 
plation of  a  trade  dispute  ?    The  mere 
word  of  the  master  or  of  the  members- 
of  the  trade  union  or  their  officials,  that 
the  act  was  done  in  contemplation  of  a 
trade  dispute  would,  under  this  clauser 
teke  away    the   effect   of   their  wrong- 
doing.       He    would    not    go   into   the 
arguments  which  his  hon.    friends   had 
adduced,   because  he    thought    that    a 
good     many    of    them  were  apphcable 
more  to  the  clause  as  a  whole  than  to- 
this  Amendment,  and  as  he  had  a  Motion 
down  on  the  Paper  to  omit  the  clause  he 
would  reserve  any  further  remarks  for 
that  occasion.   He  thought,  however,  that 
when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  said  that  the  RoyaT 
Commission  recommended  this  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  this  was. 
the  House  of  Commons  and  not  the  Royal 
Commission;  and  although  he  looked  with. 
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gi«at  respect  upon  the  findings  of  Royal 
Commissions,  he  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Dublin  that  if  the  verdict  of  the  Royal 
Commission  was  to  be  taken  as  something 
which  was  unanswerable  then  they  must 
take  it  as  a  whole.  If  the  Grovemment 
would  accept  the  findings  of  the  Royal 
Commission  as  a  whole  he  did  not  suppose 
there  would  be  much  objection.  With 
regard  to  the  statement  of  the  Labour 
Members  in  regard  to  the  late  Govem- 
ment's  action  upon  this  question, 
he  would  lite  to  say  that  many  Members 
of  the  Opposition  voted  against  this 
clause,  and  with  regard  to  those  who 
voted  for  it  he  did  not  know  whether  they 
did  so  in  contemplation  of  an  approaching 
election  oi  whether  that  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  matter. 

Mb,  Paul  (Northampton)  pointed  out 
that  an  act  done  in  contemplation  of  a 
trade  dispute  must  be  done  either  in 
fatherance  or  hindrance  of  it  or  without 
any  reference  to  it.  If  the  act  was  done 
in  hindrance  or  without  reference  to  it 
it  was  clear  that  it  did  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  BiU. 

Mb.  hills  (Durham)  considered  that 
this  Amendment  was  entirely  unneces- 
sary. At  any  rate  it  was  incumbent 
upon  thoee  who  desired  to  cut  down  the 
clause  in  this  way,  to  show  that  the  clause 
as  a  whole  was  wrong.  He  reminded  the 
Cfflnmittee  that  other  opportunities  would 
arise  for  discussing  the  clause  as  a  whole, 
but  as  it  did  not  change  but  tended  to 
clarify  the  law  upon  this  point  he  in- 
tended to  vote  against  the  Amendment. 

*Mr.  PAREES  (Birmingham,  Central) 
■aid  that  in  his  opinion  the  words  "  in  con- 
templation or  "  had  not  the  same  meaning 
in  ihe  present  Bill  as  in  the  Bill  which  had 
gone  before  it.  He  should  like  at  once 
to  dissociate  himself  from  any  remark 
made  by  the  Member  for  Norwood  with 
regard  to  trade  unionists,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  debate  would  be  conducted 
without  acrimony.  The  Attorney-General 


had  said  something  with  regard  to  the 
words  "  furtherance  "  and  "  contempla- 
tion." The  word  "  furtherance  "  would 
in  his  opinion  include ''  contemplation," 
and  the  Attorney-General  himself  seemed 
to  indicate  that  in  his  remarks.  He  felt 
sure  that  all  working  men  would  desire 
that  the  area  of  dispute  should  be  kept; 
as  small  as  possible.  They  wanted 
to  Umit  trade  disputes  as  far  as 
possible,  and  if  the  words  "  in  con- 
templation or  "  could  be  left  out  with- 
out injuring  the  Bill  or  making  it  in- 
valid, and  without  injuring  the  main 
object  of  the  Bill,  he  thought  it  would  be 
a  very  good  thing.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  to  the  ordinary  mind  the  words 
"  in  contemplation  or "  were  not  of  a 
character  which  was  well  understood. 
He  therefore  appealed  to  the  Attorney- 
General  to  agree  to  the  omission  of  the 
words  "  in  contemplation  or  "  if  he  could 
do  so  consistently  with  the  object  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington)  desired 
to  ask  if  "  in  contemplation  or  "  might  be 
taken  to  be  included  in  the  word  "  further 
ance." 

*SiE  JOHN  WALTON  said  hM' 
opinion  was  that  both  words  were  required 
for  this  reason,  that  they  might  have  a 
trade  dispute  which  either  had  arisen  or 
was  on  the  point  of  arising.  Therefore 
he  thought  it  was  necessary  to  include 
words  which  would  cover  that  which  was 
done  "  in  contemplation  "  or  arranging 
of  a  trade  dispute  and  that  which  wa5 
done  after  the  dispute  had  arisen. 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  did  not  desire 
under  the  circumstances  to  force  this 
Amendment  to  a  division.  In  order  to 
save  the  time  of  the  Conunittee  he  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment 

Leave  to  withdraw  refused. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  319 ; 
Noes,  48.    (Division  List  No.  279.)    • 


Ala»hani,Williani(Cork.N.E.) 
Alnham,  \^]]iam  (Bhondda) 
Acland,  Frwicia  Dyke 


AYES. 

Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Ainrworth,  John  Stirling 

E  2 


Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.Aobnd(Cliristoharoh) 

AUen,  Charlee  P  (Stroud) 
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Ambrose,  Robert 

Aitqinth.Rt.Hn.  HerbertHenry 

AstDory,  John  Heir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portomonth) 

Baker,  Jo6ephA.(Fin8bar]r,  £.) 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (lale  of  Wight) 

BarlowHTohnEmmott(  Somerset 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork.S.) 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beanchamp,  E. 

BeaaiUQDt,Hubert(E«stboanie 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,  SirJ.William8(Deyonp'rt 

Bethell,  J.  H.  (Essex,R<un{ord) 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  HaUon) 

BirreU.  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.  (Bedfordshire 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  T.  D.  (Derbyshire^N.B. 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F.  (Ramsey) 

Brace,  Vraiiam 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigs,  Jolm 

Brc^ehurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopfocd 

Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lancs.J>lKh) 

Bryoe,  J.  A.  (Inverness  Burghs) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum) 

Bnckmaster,  Stanley  0. 

Bums,  Rt  Hon.  John 

Burt,  Rt.Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.  Sydney  Chas. 

Cairns,  Thomas 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Carr-Oomm,  H.  W. 

C:auston,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 

deland,  J.  W. 

Ctough,  W. 

dynes,  J.  R. 

CoaU,  Sir  T.  01en(Renfrew,W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

CoUins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Cooper,  0.  J. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Corbett,aH.(8nseex,E.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  U. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Ocean,  Eugene 

Crook',  William 

Croefield,  A.  H. 

OuUinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Gdinburgh.S.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Paacra8,N. 

Uilke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 


{(X)MMONS} 

Dolan,  Charles  Joseph 

Duckworth,  James 

Duffy,  WiUiam  J. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 

Duncan.  Robert(LaaarK,UoTan 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne)  • 

Dunne,  Major£.Martin(WalstJl 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esiiionde,  Sir  Thoiuas 

Essex,  R.  W. 

FiffreU,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ffroncli,  Peler 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Freeinan-ThomHA,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

FuUorton,  Hugh 

Gardner,  CoL  Alan(Hereford,S. 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Ginnell,L. 

61ad<-t0De,RtHii.  HerbertJohn 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Goooh,  (jteorge  Peabody 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborongh) 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Gnlland,  John  W 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Hammond,  John 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,  J.Keir(MerUiyrTydTil) 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hart- Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Haxleton,  Richard 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Henderson,  Araiur  (Durham) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

HiBs,  J.  W. 

Hubart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Homiman,  EmsUe  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Dungwortb,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  D«ud 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,8irD.Brynmor(Swan8ea) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Cunarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 
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Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

King,  Al&ed  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 

Lamont,  Norman 

Law,  Hugh  A  .(Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lever,  A.  Levy(Essex,Harwich 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbwt 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lnndon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald.  J.M.(Falkirk  B'gha 

Maclean,  Donald 

tIacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 

MaeVeigh,Charle«(Donega]^ 

M'Callnm,  John  M. 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Ftederiok 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfleld.  Harry  (Nurtbanta; 

Ifarks,  G.  Ch>ydon(Launce8ton 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Ckiventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Mond,  A. 

Muntago,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (OomwaU) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morley,  Rt.  rion.  John 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  deophas 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murhpy,  John 

Murray,  James 

Mjrer,  Horatio 

Nicholson,  Chas.  N.  (Doncaat'x- 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  (3apt  <5ecil  William 

Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttsll,  Harry 

O'Brien,  B:0ndaI(TippegrarT]fid) 

0'<3onnor,  John  (Kildare,  N. 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (liverpool) 

O'Ooherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell.  0.  J.  (Walworth) 

ODonnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grad,  J. 

O'Hare,  Patrick 

O'Kelly,  James(Roeoommon,N 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Psrker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert  '. 
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Pftalton,  James  Mellor 
Pmee,  Bobert  (Staffs.  Leek) 
PhiJipp«,  Col.Iv  'i^S'thampton 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Piokan;^  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V- 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Fbwer,  Patrick  Joseph 
FHce,  a  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Badfoid.0.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Bolland 
Baphael,  Herbert  H. 
Bedmond.  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Bichaids,  T  3.  (WolTerh'mpf  n 
Riehardaon,  A. 
Kickett,  J.  Compton 
Kdsdale,  E.  A. 

RoherU,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Robo^,  O.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertaon.  Sir  G.Soott(Bradf  d 
Robertmn.  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Bobson.  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rof^re,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rom,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Raneiman,  Walter 
Rusaell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Clereland) 
Schwann,  C  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  SiraE.(Manche8ter) 
Sean,  J.  E. 
SesTenis,  J.  H. 


{27  July  1906} 

Saddon,  J. 

ShaoUeton,  David  James 
Shav,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Bt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B. 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
Simcm,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Kt.  Hon.  .John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,S.) 
SnowHen,  P. 
Soam.  firneatJ. 
Spioer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph(Cheah.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Qreenook) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sonderland) 
SnlliTan,  Donal 
Sommerbell,  T. 
Sntherland,  J.  E. 
Tayfer,  John  W.  (Dnrham) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(SomenetE. 
Thorne,  William 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  P.  W. 
YiTian,  Henry 
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Walker,  H.  De  B.  (Leicester) 

Wallace,  Bobert 

Walsh,  Sr<>plien 

Walters,  John  Tndor 

Walton.  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  IVent) 

Ward,  W.  Dadley(Southamptn 

Waidle,  George  J. 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

WaaoD^ohnCatlicart(Orkney) 

Watt,  H.  Andenton 

Weir,  Jame«  Galloway 

Whitbread,  Howard 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire^ 

White.  Luke  (York.  E.  B. 

White.  Patrick  (Meath,  North 

Whitehead,  Bowland 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

Wilson,  Henry  J.(Vork,W.B. 

WiUon,  J.H.  (MiddlesbroiiKh) 

Wilson,  P.W.  (St.  Panora»,8.) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhooghtao, 

Woodhouse,  SirJT.(Huddet8rd 

Yozall,  James  Henry 

Tbllcbs  vob  the  Ana — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aobrey-Fletcher,Bt.  Hn.  Sir  H. 
Baicanee,  Lord 

Baabnry,  Sir  Frederick  Georae 
Banie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N. ) 
Beach,  Hn.  Michael  HughHioks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Genrase 
Bridgeman,  W.  r:iive 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  H  M. 
Cuson.  Bt.  Hem.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
OsTe,  George 

Csrendish,  Bt^  Hn.  Victor  C.W. 
Oedi,  EveWn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
CcwhraiM,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  E. 
Oaig,  Chaa.  Curtis  (Antrim,  8.) 
Boo^as,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Fabo',  George  Denison  (York) 


NOES. 

Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhangh,  Godfrey 
Finch,  Bt  Hon.  George  B. 
Fletcher,  J.  S: 
Forater,  Henry  William 
Haddock.  Getwge  B. 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Herrey.  F.W.F.(BuryS.Edm'ds 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 
Hill,  Henry  Staveley  (Staff'sth. 
Hunt,  Bowlaod 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lockwood,  BtHn.Lt..CoLA.B. 
Long,  BtHn.  Walter  (Dnblin.S. 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Mason,  .lamea  F.  (Windsor) 
Meysey -Thompson,  E.  C. 


Morpeth,  Viscount 

Miintz,  Sir  Philip  A. 

Nicholson,  Wra.O.(PetersfieId 

Parkes,  Ebenexer 

Roberts,S.  (Sheffield.Bccle^all) 

Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 

Smith.  F.K  (Liverpool,  Walton) 

Starkey,  John  B. 

Talbot,Bt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdDniT. 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York.  E.B.) 

Wortley.  Bt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 

TbUiIBS     vob      TBI     NoM — 

Lord  Robert  Cecil  and  Mr. 
Bowles. 


*Mr.  CLAVELL  SALTER  (Hanta, 
Basmgstoke)  said  he  wished  to  insert  after 
the  word  "dispute  "  the  words  "  between 
employers  and  workmen."  He  thought 
it  possible  that  on  consideration  all  parts 
of  the  Committee,  including  the  leaders  of 
the  Independent  Labour  Party,  would  be 
disposed  to  think  the  words  he  pro- 
posed to  insert  were  necessary.  If 
this  Bill  was  ever  to  become  part  of  the 
law  and  to  be  operative  there  would  have 
to  be  some  thing  to  define  what  a  trade 
dispute  was.  It  contained  no  definition 
clause  in  regard  to  trade  disputes,  and  in 


the  absence  of  a  definition  clause  he  asked 
the  Committee  to  say  that  it  was  necessary 
to  define  what  a  trade  dispute  really  was. 
This  was  a  Bill  that  would,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  license  conspiracy ;  it  would 
license  interference  with  businesses  and 
with  a  man's  right  to  work  when  and 
where  he  pleased.  Having  regard  to  the 
of  the  change  which 
make  in  the  law 
number  of  people 
affected  by  it,  he 
it    was   desirable    to 


great  importance 
this    Bill    would 
and     the     great 
who    would    be 
considered     that 


define  the  position  if  it  could  be  done. 
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Wherever  this  Bill  applied  it  would 
deprive  those  who  came  under  its  opera- 
tion of  many  of  their  rights  and  that 
personal  freedom  and  immunity  from 
interference  which  had  hitherto  been 
considered  to  be  of  great  importance. 
That  would  be  generally  agreed.  Every- 
body had  assumed  that  "  trade  disputes  " 
in  this  Bill  would  be  limited  as  he  pro- 
posed to  limit  it  by  this  Amendment,  but 
these  changes  in  the  law  had  nothing  to  do 
with  trade  unions.  Trade  unions  were 
not  mentioned  in  the  first  part,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  employers  or  with  the 
relations  between  employers  and  their 
workmen.  The  proposed  changes  were 
not  restricted  to  those  who  would  be 
parties  to  the  dispute.  They  were  not 
80  restricted  as  regards  the  attackers  or  the 
attacked.  As  soon  as  they  brought  them- 
selves within  the  operation  of  this  Bill  by 
saying  they  were  furthering  or  con- 
templating a  trade  dispute  they  would 
stand  in  a  difEerent  position  from  the  rest 
•of  their  fellow  subjects  as  to  what  they 
might  or  might  not  do. 

The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  said  the 
bon.  Member  appeared  to  be  discussing 
the  clause.  He  must  confine  his  ob- 
servations to  the  Amendment. 

*Mr.  CLAVELL  SALTER  said  he  had 
said  all  he  intended  to  say  on  that  point. 
"What  was  a  trade  dispute?  If  he  had  a  difEer- 
«noe  with  his  butcher  because  he  said  that 
his  bill  was  not  paid  and  threatened  to 
take  proceedings,  that  was  a  trade  dis- 
pute. ["Oh,  oh."]  Yes,  that  was  a 
matter  which  had  to  be  faced.  These 
questions  woidd  soon  come  up  if  the 
Bill  passed  into  law.  Suppose  a  dis- 
pute arose  between  members  of  a  trade 
who  formed  rings  to  exclude  a  member 
«r  to  cause  injury  to  another  branch 
of  trade.  Nobody  could  deny  that 
that  wotdd  be  a  trade  dispute.  It  did 
not  afiect  trade  unions  and  workpeople 
in  any  sort  of  way,  but  nobody  would 
deny  that  it  was  a  trade  dispute.  A 
•dispute  between  two  railway  companies 
was  a  trade  dispute,  and  under  thiis  Bill 
they  would  be  able  to  picket  each  other's 
stations  to  any  extent  and  would  be 
allowed  to  do  anything  they  liked  to 
impair  the  trade  of  each  other  and  injure 
other  people.  A  trade  dispute  was  an 
^vil   which  in  itself   might  injure  and 

Mr.  ClaveU  Salter. 


cause  sufiering  to  persons  who  were  not 
parties  to  the  dispute.  His  object  in 
moving  this  Amendment  was  to  define 
what  a  trade  dispute  was  in  the  con- 
templation of  this  BiU.  It  must  be 
defined.  As  the  Committee  knew, 
if  this  clause  passed  it  would  find  a 
place  in  the  Conspiracy  and  Pro- 
perty. Protection  Act  of  1875  and 
he  was  appealing  Jbo  the  Committee 
to  make  a  workmanlike  job  of  it.  If  it 
was  passed  into  law  as  it  stood  without 
the  change  he  desired  to  make,  the  Judge 
who  had  to  construe  this  section  would 
be  bound  to  construe  it  in  a  wider  sense 
than  as  a  dispute  between  employers  and 
workmen.  It  would  be  impossible  fortius 
clause  to  be  so  limited  if  the  words  proposed 
were  not  inserted.  He  claimed  the  support 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Attomey-Gkneral 
when  he  said  that  in  making  any  addition 
to  an  Act  of  Parliament  they  must  follow 
the  words  of  the  Act.  He  did  not  think 
any  Member  of  the  Committee  could 
allege  any  particular  reason  for  not 
making  the  limitation  he  suggested,  and 
he  asserted  that  if  they  did  not  make 
this  limitation  they  would  do  enormous 
harm  to  great  masses  of  people  in  the 
country  who  had  no  interest  in  these 
disputes.  All  he  asked  was  that  they  should 
assimilate  the  lav»  of  civil  and  criminal 
responsibility.    He  moved. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word '  dispnte,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  between  employers  sad 
workmen.'"— (^r.  Salter.) 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

*SiR  JOHN  WALTON  thought  there 
was  some  point  in  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  when  he  pointed 
out  that  there  should  be  some  defijiition  of 
the  words  "  trade  disputes,"  and  he 
would  consider  that  point,  and  endeavour 
to  find  a  definition.  But  this  Amendment 
went  a  great  deal  further.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  pointed  out 
that  these  words  appeared  in  the  Act  of 
1875.  In  that  Act  they  had  had  a  j  udicial 
construction  placed  upon  them  which  if 
it  were  extended  to  this  clause  would 
greatly  limit  the  operation  of  the  clause. 
The  words  "disputes  between  em- 
ployers and  workmen  "  had  been  held  to 
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anean  a  dispute  between  an  employer 
and  his  workmen,  and  that  would  limit 
4ihe  operation  of  this  clause  to  what  were 
•«alled  piimatj  strikes  which  were  strikes 
■between  one  employer  and  his  workmen. 
The  clause  would  have  no  operation 
whatever  in  what  were  termed  secondary 
strikes,  which  were  due  not  to  a  grievance 
J>etween  an  employer  and  his  workmen, 
^nt  were  due  to  men  abstaining  from 
work  in  sympathy  with  other  workmen 
who  for  some  cause  had  struck.  The 
-{ffinciple  raised  by  the  Amendment  was 
■s  very  wide  one,  because  the  whole 
pohcy  of  this  Bill  was  founded  on  the 
-eetabhshed  right  of  workmen  for  any 
reason  which  they  in  their  judgment 
thought  sufficient  to  abstain  from  work. 
They  had  a  right  to  abstain  from  work  if 
they  had  a  grievance ;  or  because  they 
■objected  to  some  action  on  the  part  of 
djieir  employer  in  refusing  to  support 
the  action  of  the  men.  His  hon. 
.and  learned  friend  proposed  by  hia 
Amendment  that  this  clause  should 
be  limited  in  its  operation  to  disputes 
between  an  employer  and  his  workmen, 
.and  that  being  so  the  workmen  who  ab- 
stained from  work  out  of  sympathy  with 
"their  fellows  in  the  emplo3rment  of  others 
would  not  come  under  the  operation  of  the 
-clause.  But  if  a  number  of  men  employed 
by  an  employer  struck  work  and  that 
•emidoyer  declined  to  meet  the  case  of 
Ihe  union,  the  men  of  that  union  em- 
j^yed  by  other  employers  had  a 
perfect  right  to  say  that  they  would 
abstain  from  working  unless  the  terms 
•of  the  onion  were  conceded.  Ss 
lion  friend  had  called  attention  to  the 
^very  important  passage  in  the  Report 
■of  the  Royal  Commission  as  to  their 
reason  for  omitting  after  the  words 
"^ trade  dispute"  the  words  "between 
employers  and  workmen."  In  that 
passage  the  Royal  Oonmiission  reported 
tk&t  it  was  impossible  to  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  a  primary  and  secondary 

Sis  B.  CABSON  said  the  point 
otade  bj  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentloman '  hardly  bore  out  his 
contention,  because  if  he  looked  again  at 
tile  report  he  would  see  that  what  the 
CommiHiion  recommended  was  that  the 
criminal  law  laid  down  by  the  Act  of 
i875  should  be  amended.    He  thought 


the  Commission  were  right.  The  one 
thing  this  Bill  did  not  propose  to  do  was 
to  amend  the  criminal  law.  The  Com- 
mittee were  not  here  dealing  with  the 
case  of  civil  liability  at  alL  He  agreed 
with  every  word  the  Attorney- General 
said  with  reference  to  sympathetio  strikes 
in  relation  to  the  criminal  law,  and  he 
really  did  not  think  the  question  would 
arise  in  reference  to  a  small  action.  By 
eliminating  the  words  with  regard  to 
civil  liabilities  they  would  be  able  to 
prosecute  a  man  for  something  for  which 
they  could  not  bring  a  civil  action  against 
him.  That  was  a  very  strange  result. 
He  should  have  thought  that  the  real 
thing  they  wanted  to  do  by  this  Act 
was  to  amend  the  criminal  law  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Conumssion.  What  the 
House  would  have  liked  to  have  heard 
from  the  Attorney-G^eneral  was  what 
he  meant  by  a  trade  diraute,  and  how 
far  it  went.  Did  it  go  far  beyond  the 
questions  between  workmen  and  em- 
ployers, whether  they  took  it  as  a  pri- 
mary, secondary  or  sympathetio  strike  ? 
If  it  did,  he  thought  the  Attomey-Qeneral 
ought  to  have  told  the  Committee 
whether  he  meant  it  to  go  as  far  as 
employers,  merchants,  dealers,  or  traders 
wishing,  for  instance,  to  make  a  ring  and 
run  up  prices.  Did  the  hon.  and  learned 
(Gentleman  mean  that  in  those  cases  they 
were  to  employ  any  of  the  men  allowed 
by  this  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
that  out } 

Mb.  RUFUS  ISAACS  (Readmg) :  They 
can  do  it  now. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  said  they  might  be 
able  to  do  it  in  certain  circumstances,  but 
it  entirely  depended  on  the  methods  they 
employed.  But  he  understood  that  the 
Attomey-Qeneral  did  not  mean  tiiat. 
At  any  rate,  trade  disputes  ought  to  be 
defined,  and  he  understood  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  had  underaken  to 
put  in  a  definition. 

*8iE  JOHN  WALTON  said  it  was  pretty 
clear  and  perfectly  understood  that  the 
term  "  trade  dispute,"  related  mainly 
.f  not  s  >lely  to  disputes  arising  from  the 
exercise  by  trade  unions  of  their  f  auctions. 

Sib  K.  CARSON  said  it  might  be  thit 
they  all  knew  what  they  meaat  to  convey. 
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but  the  matter  had  to  be  stated  in  vrords 
which  would  bear  out  that  meaning  in  law. 
Might  he  point  out  another  difficulty, 
namely,  that  this  Act  might  be  cited  as 
the  Trade  Disputes  Act,  1906,  and  the 
Trade  Union  Acts,  1871  and  1876,  and 
together  as  the  Trade  Union  Acts,  1871 
to  1906.  What  would  be  the  effect  of 
that?  Would  they  read  "trade  dis- 
pute "  as  something  different  in  each 
of  those  Acts,  or  would  they  read  it  as 
having  one  meaning  as  regarded  them 
all.  If  so,  what  was  to  be  that  meaning  ? 
The  matter  certainly  required  looking 
into  and  clearing  up,  and  he  eamestlv 
hoped  the  Attorn  ey-Greneral  would  not 
leave  the  words  as  they  stood,  in  the 
hope  that  the  Courts  would  thoroughly 
understand  what  the  House  of  Commons 
intended. 

Mb.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over-square) said  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  more  exact  definition  of  "  tiade 
dispute."  He  claimed  some  right  to 
speak  on  this  matter,  because  some  years 
ago  he  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  the  subject 
of  trade  disputes,  which  for  a  long  time 
slept,  until  a  discussion  arose  three  or 
four  years  ago,  when  he  believed  he  was 
claimed  by  the  trade  unions  as  an  ally 
and  as  having  written  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  in  order  to  secure  them  equality 
of  play  with  the  federation  of  employers. 
Therefore,  he  trusted  that  from  anything 
he  might  say  now  it  would  not  be  con- 
sidered that  he  had  in  any  way  altered 
his  opinion  as  to  perfect  equality  between 
the  federation  of  employers  and  the 
trade  unions.  He  asked  both  sides 
of  the  Committee  to  consider  whether 
they  were  really  aware  of  the  very 
wide  scope  of  this  clause.  In  its 
present  form  it  would  enable  the  utmost 
tyranny  to  be  used  by  a  combination  of 
employers  against  a  competitor,  or  by 
trade  unions  against  workmen  who  did 
not  belong  to  a  union.  There  was  a 
remedy  for  small  employers  against 
combinations.  There  ought  to  be  re- 
medies when  measures  were  taken  by 
a  powerful  trade  imion  to  coerce  the 
freedom  of  those  outside  who  did  not 
wish  to  belong  to  the  union.  Did  hon. 
Members  below  the  gangway  desire 
legislation  giving  them  privileges  and 
immimities  in  cases  where  there  was  no 
question    of   a    strike  ?      He    appealed 

Sir  E,  Carso  i« 


to  them  to  say  why  they  should  b» 
absolved  from  many  acts  which  would 
otherwise  be  illegal.  He  thought; 
the  Committee  ought  to  learn  from  the 
real  authors  of  the  Bill  what  their 
intention  was  in  regard  to  thra  matter. 
Did  the  Leaders  of  the  Labour  Party- 
desire  when  a  conflict  arose  between 
great  rings  of  empfeyers,  that  those- 
employers  should  have  the  privileges  of 
this  Act  and  the  immunities  granted  by 
this  Act  in  order  to  assist  them  in 
fighting  to  crush  out  competition  among; 
themselves  ? 

Mr.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  S.E.)t 
thought  there  ought  to  be  some  defini- 
tion of  a  trade  dispute.  It  wa» 
no  use  simply  replying  that  they  were 
laying  down  words  that  had  been  in- 
serted in  an  Act  already  in  existence, 
Obviovisly,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
Attorney-General  should  give  a  defini- 
tion in  the  Act  itself  of  the  term. 
"  trade  disputes." 

*Me.  RUFUS  ISAACS  (Reading)  said  u» 
answer  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dublin 
University,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
first  thing  the  Conunittee  had  to  da 
was  to  make  up  its  mind  what  was  in- 
tended, and  then  see  that  the  words  used 
would  carry  out  that  intention.  There- 
had  been  considerable  discussion  upoui 
this  matter,  and  some  forcible  observa- 
tions had  been  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  with  regard* 
to  the  possible  operation  of  this  BilH 
in  reference  to  rmgs  and  trusts  and 
organisations  of  that  character.  As  he- 
tmderstood  the  Bill,  there  was  no  such 
intention  entertained  by  its  framers. 
No  one  had  contemplated  that  the-, 
trade  dispute  referred  to  should  be  a 
trade  dispute  of  the  character  knowni 
as  trade  competition.  They  knew  that 
the  law  on  tois  subject  had  been  clear 
since  the  Mogul  case,  and  in  any  event 
it  was  not  necessary  to  have  any  con- 
troversy as  to  what  the  law  was  in  rela- 
tion to  that  question,  because  it  was  not 
intended  that  this  Bill  should  in  any  way 
change  the  law  appUcable  to  tmis- 
subject.  After  what  had  fallen  from 
the  learned  Attorney-General,  it  seemed! 
to    him     quite    unnecessary   that    thep 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


145 


Trade 


{27  July  1906} 


Disputes  Bill. 


U9^ 


should  discuss  this  point  at  all,  be- 
Gsose  the  Attorney-General  had  said 
that  he  would  consider  some  words 
to  prevent  the  application  of  this 
section  to  that  chiss  of  competition. 
Therefore,  he  thought  that  it  would 
be  better  if  those  who  had  raised  this 
point  would  agree  to  leave  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  for  the 
present  and  deal  with  it  when  the 
limiting  words  which  had  been  promised 
were  brought  up  on  the  Report  stage,  if 
the  words  now  in  the  clause  were  not 
considered  sufficiently  strong.  The  real 
question  was,  did  they  intend  that  the 
Bill  should  be  so  drafted  and  so  worked 
as  to  protect  those  who  had  come  out 
in  a  secondary  or  sympathetic  strike. 
That  was  the  real  question.  The 
timiting  words  introduced  under  the 
Amendment  would  have  the  effect, 
particularly  when  read  in  conjunction 
witii  such  observations  as  had  been 
made  in  the  case  of  "  Quinn  v.  Leathem," 
of  limiting  the  operation  of  this  clause 
to  a  dispute  between  an  employer  and  his 
workmen.  If  there  was  no  dispute 
letween  an  employer  and  his  workmen 
and  tjie  men  had  gone  out  on  strike  in 
sympathy  with  the  workmen  of  other 
employers,  in  order  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  thoee  engaged  in  a  particular 
trade,  that  woukl  constitute  a  sym- 
pathetic strike,  and  if  they  did 
not  apply  this  clause  to  sympathetic 
strikes,  they  would  be  taking  away  one 
of  the  main  advantages  of  the  Bill. 
They  ought  to  devote  their  attention 
to  ascertaining  whether  these  words 
amounted  to  preventing  the  operation  of 
this  clause  to  secondary  strikes.  His 
ri^t  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin  had  told  them  that, 
onder  the  Act  of  1875,  from  what  had 
been  stated  in  the  case  of  "  i^uinn  v. 
Leatiiem,"  the  words  "employer  and 
woriouMi,"  would  be  understood  and 
defined  by  Judges  as  meaning  an 
em^yer  and  his  workmen,  and  there- 
bte  it  was  understood  that  if  there  was  a 
proaectttion  under  the  Act  of  1875 
against  those  who  had  come  out  under  a 
sympathetic  or  secondary  strike,  they 
would  not  be  protected  from  a  criminal 
ptoaecution  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  1875. 
The  BiQ  made  this  difference,  that  it 
onitted  the  words  "  employer  and  work- 


men "  because  of  the  dangerous  meaning: 
which  had  been  given  to  those  words. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  it  was  quite 
true  that  they  left  out  those  words, 
but  the  section  they  were  discussing  did 
not  mean  the  criminal  law,  but  merely  the 
civil  law. 

*Mr.  RUFUS  ISAACS  said  he  agreed 
entirely,  but  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman's 
observations  were  strong  arguments  in 
favour  of  having  the  clause  aa  they  had  now 
got  it.  If  the  criminal  law  was  to  be  inter- 
preted as  limiting  the  immunity  to  men 
who  struck  because  of  a  dispute  between 
them  and  their  employer,  it  was  high  time 
that  it  was  amended.  He  thought  they 
were  in  complete  agreement  that  this  law 
ought  not  to  operate  so  as  to  make  those 
who  took  part  in  a  sympathetic  strike 
liable  to  a  criminal  prosecution.  They 
were  seeking  to  assimilate  the  civil  law 
to  the  criminal  law,  and  if  his  right  hon. 
friend  said  he  did  not  desire  that  there - 
should  be  the  limitation  in  the  criminal 
law  upon  those  words  which  the  Law 
Lords  had  indicated  might  be  placed 
upon  them,  it  must  follow  if  they  were- 
seeking  to  bring  the  civil  law  into  har- 
mony with  the  criminal  law  of  conspiracy 
they  must  equally  apply  the  same 
reasoning  to  the  civil  law.  He  did  not 
expect  that  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
friend  would  agree  with  that,  because  he- 
had  already  stated  that  he  was  opposed 
to  extending  the  immunity  from  prose- 
cution under  the  criminal  law  to- 
immtmitj'  from  any  action  under  the 
civil  law.  He  quite  understood  that  that 
was  so,  but  it  was  on  this  point  that  they 
were  in  absolute  disagreement,  and 
I  his  view  was  that  they  should  place 
the  civil  law  upon  the  same  footing 
as  the  criminal  law  in  regard  to 
conspiracy.  That  was  to  say,  that  the- 
immunity  in  reference  to  conspiracy- 
should  be  the  same  under  the  criminal 
as  under  the  civil  law.  If  they  were 
right  in  that  view,  it  must  follow 
from  what  had  been  said  that  they  were 
consistent,  and  justified  in  the  contentioa 
that  they  must  leave  out  the  worda 
which  were  sought  to  be  introduced 
and  which  would  have  a  limiting 
efiect.  Speaking  with  some  little  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  of  the  diffiooltiea- 
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which  arose,  he  thought  it  was  verj' 
necessary  that  they  should  leave  out 
-those  words ;  if  they  inserted  the  Amend- 
ment the  effect  would  be  that  they 
would  cut  away  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  the  protection  intended  to 
l)e  given  to  the  trade  unions  by  virtue 
of  the  Bill.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  Committee  would  not  consider  this 
Amendment  favourably,  but  would  reject 
it  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  BONAR  law  (CamberweU,  Dul- 
■wich)  said  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
iman  opposite  when  he  rose  made  a  state- 
ment with  which  he  entirely  agreed,  to  the 
«efiect  that  their  first  duty  was  to  find  out 
what  they  wanted,  and  then  try  to  carry 
it  out.  He  thought  the  hon.  Member 
was  going  to  give  them  some  light  upon 
the  questions  put  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Sqtiare.  He  did,  at  any  rate,  deal  with 
-one  of  them,  and  stated  that  in  his 
judgment  this  Bill  ought  not  to  cover 
trade  combinations,  and  he  quite  agreed 
with  that.  The  definition  of  the  Attorney- 
tJeneral,  if  he  gave  one,  he  was  sure  would 
•cover  such  cases  as  that.  His  right  hon. 
iriend  put  another  case  equally  pertinent 
to  which  no  answer  had  been  given.  He 
asked  the  Attorney-General  now  to  give 
.an  answer  to  that  question.  Did  he 
mean  the  term  "  trade  dispute  "  to  in- 
clude such  a  case  as  that  which  had 
"been  cited  1  Would  it  include  a  case 
•where,  although  no  strike  was  going  on 
«t  all,  a  trade  union  nevertheless  desired 
-to  make  all  the  employees  in  a  parti- 
cular works  members  of  the  union, 
4Uid  drive  out  all  non-union  men  ? 
Did  the  Attorney  -  General  mean  this 
Bill  to  give  immunity  against  indi- 
-vidual  action  in  such  cases  as  that  ? 
The  answer  to  that  question  would 
decide  his  vote.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  that  he  was  going  to 
define  "  trade  dispute  "  in  such  a  way 
that  trade  disputes  under  this  Bill  would 
not  give  to  those  who  were  engaged 
in  them  special  privileges  to  tyrannise 
over  other  workers,  then  he  would  not 
Tote  for  the  Amendment. 

*8iB  JOHN  WALTON  :  I  am  sur" 
■prised  at  this  Question  being  asked ; 
dt  is  so  elementary. 

Mr.  Hufas  Isaacs. 


Mr.  BONAR  LAW  said  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  not  under- 
stood his  point  at  all.  He  admitted  that 
workers  had  a  right  to  strike,  but  what 
he  asked  was  this:  Did  he  mean  that 
they  were  to  have  immunity  \mder  this 
to  perform  acts  which  would  be  illegal  Bill 
on  the  part  of  anybody  else  in  order  to 
drive  out  non-union  men? 

*SiB  JOHN  WALTON  said  trade 
unionists  had  a  right  to  say  that 
they  would  not  work  with  non-union 
men,  and  if  they  said  so  not  in  anita, 
but  collectively,  they  rendered  them- 
selves liable  to  no  action.  The  teat 
in  every  case  was  whether  the  act  which 
was  done  collectively  would,  if  it  woe 
done  by  a  single  person,  be  a  tortious 
act.  It  a  single  man  had  a  right  to  say 
that  he  would  not  work  with  non-onion 
men,  twenty,  fifty,  or  100  men  had 
collectively  the  right  to  say  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  CLEMENT  EDWARDS  (Denbigh 
District)  said  there  was  another  impor- 
tant matter  which  would  happen  if  the 
Amendment  were  carried.  Some  of  the 
most  serious  disputes  in  this  country  had 
been  disputes  between  one  branch  of 
labour  and  another  branch  of  labour  over 
what  were  called  demarcations  of  work. 
If  this  Amendment  were  carried  limiting 
trade  disputes  merely  to  those  between 
employers  and  their  workmen,  trade 
union  workmen  would  be  placed  under 
disadvantages  in  a  strike  of  that  sort  as 
compared  with  those  who  were  striking  in 
connection  with  some  difference  with  the 
employers.  It  had  been  said  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  that  this  clause  placed 
union  men  in  a  privileged  position  because 
it  gave  them  an  immunity  from  the  law 
which  was  not  enjoyed  by  any  other 
class.  That  statement  was  not  correct,  and 
he  challenged  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  to  point  to  a  single  case,  apart 
from  those  to  which  recent  decisions  in 
connection  with  trade  disputes  related, 
where  other  members  of  the  community 
had  been  found  guilty  in  a  civil  action 
of  conspiracy  in  respect  of  an  act  which 
was  not  conspiracy  if  done  by  single  in- 
dividuals. This  clause  sought  not  to 
place  union  men  in  a  privileged  positioa, 
not  to  give  thsm  inxD\unity  a^  a^aiqsi 
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oth;r  clause}  of  the  oommunity,  bat  to 
l>lac3  th?m  in  presisely  the  positioa 
occupied  by  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity as  detsrmined  ia  such  cases  as 
tbe  Mogul  shipping  case.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  pity  if  it  went  forth  that  they 
were  aupportiag  a  clau%  giving  immunity 
Trhen  thsy  were  simply  sjeldng  to  re- 
move aa  anomaly  in  relatiDn  to  trade 
wii^ni. 

*Mr.  CLiVELL  SALTER  sail  hs  want- 
'ed  to  aay  one  word  more.  It  was  said 
that  the  workmen  were  not  protected  from 
•civil  action  in  the  case  ol  a  sympatheti:; 
strike.  He  understood  that  a  sym- 
^dietic  striker  was  a  man  who 
went  oat  from  his  work,  not  be- 
■eaose  be  had  any  difference  with 
his  employer,  bat  because  he  desired 
to  assist  another.  That  was  not  a 
dispute  between  the  employer  and  his 
"workman,  but  the  act  was  done 
""in  contemplation  or  furtherance 
of  a  trade  dispute  between  employeri 
and  workman."  If  this  clause  was 
Amended  as  he  proposed  the  benefit 
<S.  it  would  go  to  aU  those  who  acted 
in  hutiieranoe  of  »  trade  dispute 
■between  employers  and  workmen.  It 
Appeared  to  hum  that  the  sympathetic 
^stalker  would  be  acting  in  furtherance  of 
«ach  a  dispute. 

Hb.  HILLS  asked  whether  the  Attorney 
Omeral  would  promise  to  introduce  a 


definition  of  "  trade  dispute."  It  was 
a  Imattsr  of  extrsme  importanoe,  and  it 
should  be  olearly  defined  what  a  trade 
dispute  was.  He  did  think  that  they 
ought  to  know. 

♦SiE  JOHNJWALTON:  I  feel  the 
importanoe  of  the  point  raised,  and  I 
will  consider  favourably  the  introduction 
of  some  words  to  meet  the  difficulty.  I 
will  also  consider  the  introduction  of 
some  words  which  will  amend  Seotion  3 
of  the  Act  of  1875,  which  would  create  a 
variation  between  the  civil  and  the 
criminal  law  in  regard  to  conspiracy. 
But  I  cannot  pledge  myself  absolutey. 

i  i   1 

Sm  E.  CARSON  :  Am  I  to^assume  that 
any  definition  which  the  Attorney- 
General  makes  will  not  exclude  from  the 
Bill  the  case  of  unionists  wishing  to 
coerce  non-unionists  1  If  this  Bili  is  to 
give  liberty  to  coerce  non-uuionists,  I 
hope  my  hon.  friend  will  divide  on  the 
Amendment. 

*SiB  JOHN  WALTON :  I  may  under- 
take jto  define  "trade  dispute,"  but 
not  general  prinoipleE 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :    Ayes  42  ; 
Noes  326.    (Division  List  No.  280.) 
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THsputes  Bill,  152: 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley.  George  D. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

King,  AUred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  <3eorge 

Lambton.Hn.Fredk.  William 

Lamont,  Norman 

Layland  Barrait.  Francis 

Lever,  A.Levy  (Essex,Harwichi 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-(i^rge,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lunaon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Maodonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk  B'glis> 

MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

M«cVeigli,Charle»(Uonegal,E. 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester^- 

M  Lareu.  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.). 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charlea  E. 

tlanfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks,G.Croydon  (Launceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason.  A.  R  W.  ((Coventry) 

Hassle,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  0. 

Heacher,  Michael 

Meefian,  Patrick  A. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  O.  Hay  (Comw*U) 

Morgan,  J.Lloyd(Camiarthen> 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  deophas 

Murnaghan,  George 

Murray,  James 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nichol8on,Charles  N.(.Doncaat'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William. 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal  CKpperaryMid 

O'(3onnor  James  (Wicklow.W.)^ 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liiverpool) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth>- 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady.  J. 

O'Hare,  Patrick 

O'Malley,  William 

G'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,   P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert  < 

Panlton,  James  Mellor 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


153 


Trade 


Smnt,  Bobert  (Stafii.  Leek) 

PhiJipps,Col.  I  vor(Southamton 

PhiKppe,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

KckmBgill,  Edwaid  Haie 

fine,  Dnnoui  V. 

PoIUitl,  Dr. 

Paw«ll,  Sir  Francia  Sharp 

Power,  Patriek  Joseph 

Price,  a  E.  (Edinb'i^  Centrnl 

Badford,6.  H. 

JUpbael,  Herbert  H. 

Reddy,  M. 

fiedmond,  John  E.  ( Waterfwd) 

Bedmond.  William  (Clare) 

Jljchaids,  T.  F.(WolTerh'nipt'iJ 

.Richardson,  A. 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rididale,  E.  A. 

itoberts,  Charles  U.  (Lincoln) 

Boberte,  O.  H.  (Nwwich) 

£obertaon3ir  a.Soott(Bradfrd 

fiob«rtaon,  J.  If.  (TyiMode) 

Bobaon,  Sir  William  Snowa<m 

Kogerrt,  F.  E.  Newman 

Bote,  Ourlee  Day 

BowlaDda,  J. 

Bunciman,  Walter 

Smnel,  Herbert  L.  (CleTehuid) 

Schwann,  C  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,  SirC.  £.  (Manchester) 

Sean,  J.  E. 

SMTema,  J.  H. 


{27  July  1906} 

Seddon,  J. 
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Dispute*  Bill..  15i 

Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leioester) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds.  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 
Ward,W.  Dudley  (Southamp'tn 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,Jolin  Cathcart<Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Weir,  James  Giilloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White.  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath.North 
Whitehead.    Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Tnomaa 
Wilkie,  AleTanHer 
Wi]son.HenrT  J.(Y«rk,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbnragh) 
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Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Haddersrd 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tkllers  fob  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Pease. 


Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marykbone,  E.)  said 
he  desirea  to  move  an  Amendment  with 
a  view  to  securiag  that  ihe  claase  should 
not  be  used  t<>  protect  those  who  under  the 
gniae  of  a  trade  dispute  would  be  really 
tryingto  secure  seme  other  indirect  object. 
?e  thought  he  would  at  any  rate  have  the 
sopport  of  the  hon.  Member  for  thu 
Denbigh  District  in  making  this  pro- 
position. Indeed  he  had  some  hope 
that  he  would  act  as  teller  with  him  in 
the  Lobby,  because  the  hon.  Member 
had  said  more  than  once  that  what 
he  desired  in  this  Bill  was  that 
trade  unionists  should  not  be  placed 
in  an  advantageous  position  as  compared 
with  other  workmen,  but  in  the  same 
losition  as  everybody  else  in  regard  to 
tile  law  of  COD  spiracy.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Denbigh  District  upon  a  former 
occasion  said  that  what  trade  unions 
were  asking  for  was  that  the  law  as  laid 
down  in  the  Mogul  case  should  be  the 
law  applied  to  trade  unionists  in  trade 
dispntes.  Now  the  words  of  the  Amend- 
ment which  he  had  to  propose  were  taken 

lOm  the  judgment  given  in  the  Mogul 
case.  His  Amendment  would  made  the 
clause  read — 

"An  act  done  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement 
'Of  combination  by  two  or  more  pereoii*  s^all, 
if  doae  in  contemplatinn  or  farlheranoe  of  a 


trade  dispute  for  the  piirp0'>e  of  lawful  gain  or 
the  enjoyment  of  Uwfnl  rights,  not  be  action* 
able  utile's  the  act,  if  <lone  without  any  such 
agreeiiientor  combination,  would  be  acUonable 

as  a  tort." 

It  had  already  been  pointed  out  that 
they  had  no  clear  definition  of  a  trade 
dispute  and  the  words  used  in  tho 
Conspiracy  Act  of  1875  extended  far 
beyond  any  dispute;  between  trade 
unions  and  employers,  b^^auje  there  was 
nothing  about  trade  unions  in  the 
Conspiracy  Act  of  1875.  This  Bill  was 
an  Amendment  of  the  Conspiracy  Act  of 
1875.  Therefore,  a  trade  disputo  whca 
it  came  to  be  discussed  in  the  Law 
Courts  would  have  to  be  defined  by  the 
Judges  and  they  would  have  to  say  what 
they  conceived  the  words  to  mean  in 
their  ordinary  acceptation.  He  could 
see  nothing  in  this  Bill  to  limit  them  to 
any  commercial  dispute  having  for  its 
main  purpose  and  object  some  trade 
advantage  or  some  trade  object.  He 
thought  these  words  would  quite  clearly 
apply  to  such  disputes,  and  he  thought 

[  everybody  intended  that  the  clause 
should  apply  to  the  action  of  employers 

I  and  employees  with  reference  to  their 
work.  Any  combination  of  employers 
would  be  protected  under  this  clause 
in  their  action  against  workmen,  and  hi 
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Biifrgested  that  unless  words  such  as  he 
was  suggesting  were  put  in  they  would 
be  able  to  use  this  clause  so  as  to  secure 
objects  veiy  different  from  trade  objects. 
It  was  clear  that  there  might  be  amongst 
employers  an  agreement  to  act  in  such 
a  way  as  to  hinder  work,  not  to  promote 
their  own  lawful  right,  but  with  the 
object  of  injuring  some  particular  busi- 
ness. As  far  as  he  could  read  the 
clause  such  action  would  unquestionably 
be  assisted  by  this  BiU,  because  it 
would  be  quite  easy  for  the  employers 
to  represent  such  a  matter  as  a  trade 
dispute,  and  it  would  really  be  a  dispute 
between  employers  and  workmen  which 
might  involve  the  dismissal  of  workmen 
by  a  group  of  employers  and  would  come 
under  the  woiUs — 

"  in  fnrtlieraoce  of  a  trade  dispute  .  .  .  notle 
actionable  nnless  the  act,  if  done  withont  any 
such  agieement  or  combination,  would  le 
actionable  as  a  tort." 

Let  the  Committee  consider  another 
instance.  Let  them  assume  that  a  large 
combination  was  formed  for  the  promotion 
of  some  kind  of  protection.  Let  them 
assume  also  a  very  large  federation  of 
employers  formed  with  the  object  of 
securing  the  passage  of  some  particular 
modification  of  a  tariff  in  their  favour.'  He 
did  not  think  that  was  an  unknown  thing. 
If  they  passed  this  clause  as  it  stood  they 
would  at  once  legalise  a  gigantic  combina- 
tion of  employers  to  dismiss  the  whole  of 
their  worlanen  unless  they  voted  for  a 
particular  proposal  in  which  the  em- 
ployers happened  to  be  interested.  He 
had  expressed  in  this  House  and  else- 
where his  views  upon  protection  prin- 
cipally on  account  of  the  evil  which  might 
be  involved  by  great  combinations  of 
employers  endeavouring  to  promote  their 
own  trade  interests  in  this  way.  He 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  Committee  that 
if  they  passed  this  clause  as  it  stood  they 
would  be  putting  into  the  hands  of  large 
employers  a  very  strong  weapon.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  some  limitation  of 
the  words  would  be  accepted.  11 
the  words  he  had  suggested  were  unsatis- 
factory let  the  Government  suggest  other 
words.  At  any  rate  he  thought  some 
limitation  should  be  put  upon  this  power 
of  combination. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  dispnte.' 
to  inseit  '  for  the  purpose  of  lawfnl  gaan  or 

Lord  B.  Cecil. 


tlie  enjoyment  of  Uu'fnl  right.'"— {Lord  SoberC 
Cecil.) 

*SiR  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  Amend- 
ment would  destroy  the  whole  efficacy  of 
the  clause.     It  was  proposed  to  leave 
the  law  in  the  extremely  tmsatisfaotory 
condition  in  which  it  stood  at  present. 
The  noble  Lord  suggested  that  the  test 
of    the    legitimacy    or    illegitimacy    of 
combination  was  the  question  whether  its. 
object  was  "  for  the  purpose  of  lawful  gain 
1  or  the  enjoyment  of  lawful  rights."    It 
afforded  no  criterion  as  to  whether  the 
;  gain  or  the  right  to  be  asserted  were- 
I  lawful.    It  was  because  there  was  no  such 
I  test  that  the  present  condition  of  the  law 
I  was  unsatisfactory,  and  this  clause  wa» 
framed  to  afford  a  test.    He  m'ghtallud» 
to  some  of  the  difficulties  in  connection 
with  the  law  as  they  found  it,  and  which 
were  due  entirely  to  the  fact  that  the- 
tribunal  must   at  some   stage  or  otiier 
I  express  an  opinion  with  regard   to  the 
objects  of  combination,  and  declare  it 
legal  or  illegal  having  regard  to  those 
objects.    The  hon.    Member  had  given 
them  a   case   of    combination    of    em- 
j  ployers  to  restrict  their  employment  to- 
persons  who  were  not  trade  unionists. 
I  He   strongly   disapproved   of  that,   and 
'  said  it  was  unreasonable,  but  he  had  met 
j  some  people  who  thought  it  moet  right, 
I  Who  was  to  decide  whether  it  was  right 
or  wrong  ?    If  the  law  remained  as  it  wa» 
now  or  with  these  words  in  the  clause, 
there  was  absolutely  no  test  in  Heaven 
'  and   earth,   except  the   opinion   of  the 
particular  person  who  was  asked  to  de- 
termine whether  the  object  of  the  com- 
;  bination  was  lawful  or  unlawful.    Take 
I  the  judgment  of  Lord  Brampton.    He 
seemed  to  throw  the  objects  of  trades 
tmions  into  two  categories.    The  noble 
Lord  said  that  with  regard  to  some  "  it 
I  is   quite   clear    that   they   are  lawful." 
I  For  instance,  if  the  object  of  a   trade 
union  or  a  strike  was  to  improve  the 
conditions  of  labour,  to  raise  the  rate  of 
wages,  or  improve  the  lot  of  the  em- 
ployed, then  it  was  clearly  lawful ;  but, 
if  the  object  was  to  restrict  the  employers 
from  giving  the  union  men  employment 
then  it  was  clearly  unlawful.    Supposing 
they  got  a  combination  to  confine  trade 
union    machinery    to   skilled  workmen,, 
would  that  be  lawful  or  unlawful  ?  Who- 
was  to  say  ?    There  was  also  the  case  off 
restricting  the  output.    Was  that  to  be  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


157 


Trade 


{27  July  1906} 


Disputes  Bill. 


15» 


lawful  or  an  onlawfol  object  ?  There  was, 
moreover,  the  case  as  to  the  number  of 
machines  a  particular  man  had  to  look 
after :  trade  unions  contend  one  thing  and 
employers  another.  If  trades  unions 
caused  a  strike  to  efiect  their  views,  was 
that  lawful  or  unlawful  ?  Unless  the 
legality  of  the  act  of  the  individual  was 
taken  to  be  the  test  of  the  legality  of  the 
acts  of  the  combination,  there  was  no 
satia&ctory  test  which  it  was  possible 
to  apply*  They  knew  by  that  at  once 
whether  the  Act  was  right  or  wrong. 
If  it  was  right,  it  might  be  done  in  com- 
bination ;  if  it  was  wrong,  it  might  not 
be  so  done.  If  the  Committee  said 
that  these  bodies  might  pursue  objects 
lawful  and  assert  rights  lawful,  they 
left  the  whole  question  in  the  dark. 

*8iB  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan),  as 
reprcoonting  a  manufacturing  and  min- 
ing district,  said  he  devoted  some  time 
last  aeeaion  to  service  on  the  Law  Com- 
mittee which  considered  the  Bill  of  that 
year.  He  was  extremely  anxious,  more 
anzioufl  than  he  could  describe,  that 
wise  legislation  on  this  subject  should  be 
amongst  the  achiev^ents  of  the  present 
seanon.  He  regarded  with  nothing 
kfls  than  grief  the  misfortune  which 
befell  the  Bill  in  1905,  but  that  mis- 
fortune would  be  a  calamity  in  1906  if 
no  legislation  took  place.  He  hoped 
tiiat  neither  side  would  seek  a  forensic 
victory.  This  legislation  affected  the 
hourly  and  daily  Ufe  of  millions  of  our 
eonntrymen,  and  he  listened  with  some 
impatience  to  the  ingenuity  of  his  learned 
friends  when  such  re&l  and  vast  interests 
were  at  stake.  He  also  felt  regret  for 
the  language  used  by  some  speakers  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  toward 
trade  unionists.  They  were  described 
by  the  hon.  Member  sitting  near  him  as  a 
ragged  army.  They  had  before  them 
day  by  day  and  night  after  night  repre- 
sentatives of  that  Party  on  the  benches 
below  the  Gangway,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  not  think  it  an  undue  Uberty  on 
his  part  if  he  ventured  to  say  that  there 
was  no  class  of  Members  in  this  House 
which  was  held  in  greater  respect  and 
no  Members  who  were  listened  to  with 
more  attention.  One  reas<m  in  favour 
of  the  Amendment  was  that  it  would 
tmit  the  range  of  trade  disputes.  But 
wb»t  had   been  the  action  of   the  trade 


unionists  ?  It  was  common  knowledge- 
there  had  been  some  great  and  deplorable 
strikes  entailing  much  suffering,  but  tO' 
every  one  strike  caused  by  trade 
unions  a  hundred  which  would  have 
caused  much  injustice  and  suffering  to  the 
working  classes  had  been  averted  by  them 
in  an  honourable  manner  and  with  a 
dignified  spirit.  He  believed  that  the 
passage  of  a  measure  something  on  the 
lines  suggested  by  the  Bill  would  remove 
many  diflBculties. 

■»The  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Baronet  is  getting  a  little  wide  of 
the  subject.  Will  he  kindly  confine 
himself  to  the  Amendment  1 

*SiR  FRANCIS  POWELL  did  notr 
desire  to  trespass  beyond  the  proper 
limits  of  the  debate,  but  he  confessed' 
he  was  so  much  moved  by  what  hon. 
Members  on  the  Opposition  benches  had' 
said  that  he  could  not  help  expressing^ 
some  portion  at  least  of  his  sentiments- 
upon  the   question. 

Mr.  CLEMENT  EDWARDS  said  tas. 
objection  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
noble  Lord  was  that  it  was  vague. 
All  they  asked  was  that  trade  unions 
should  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footimc  as  other  people. 

SiE  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said 
the  words  suggested  by  the  noble 
Lord  seemed  to  his  lay  mind  to 
be  very  reasonable.  They  would 
have  great  effect  and  great  weight. 
They  were  "  for  the  purpose  of  lawful 
gain  or  the  enjojonent  of  lawful  rights." 
It  seemed  to  him  the  only  object  in 
having  lawyers,  judges,  and  law  courts 
was  to  interpret  what  was  lawful.  No  one 
in  this  House  or  outside  it  wanted  to  do 
an3rthing  .  that  was  unlawful.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  had  not, 
he  thought,  read  the  Bill,  beicause  the 
avowed  object  of  this  proposal  was  to 
render  acts  done  by  a  certam  number  of 
people  legal  which  up  to  the  present  time 
had  been  illegal.  They  ought  to  be 
careful  that  while  a  combination  under 
this  clause  would  be  authorised  to^^do 
what  they  had  not  been  authorised 
to  do  before  it  would  be— 

"  For  the  purpose  of  lawfal  gain  or  the 
enjoyment  of  lawful  riglit*." 
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He  aaked  the  Attorney-Geneial  if  he 
could  assure  him  that  the  Courts  of  law 
■did  not  know  what  a  lawful  thing  was, 
and,  if  he  could  do  that,  he  was  not  sure 
that  he  should  vote  for  the  Amendment. 
!He  coidd  not  help  thinking,  as  a  hjman, 
that  it  was  perfectly  evidebt  the  Coiirto  of 
law  must  Imow  what  a  lawful  thing  was, 
and,  if  he  was  right  in  thinking  that,  he 
should  support  the  noble  Lord  if  he 
went  to  a  division.  Allusion  had  been 
made  to  words  used  by  hon.  Members 
above  the  gangway  towards  trade 
unionists,  but  there  was  only  one  hon. 
Member  who  had  said  anything  which 
might  be  taken  as  offensive.  He  was 
•sure  all  the  hon.  Members  above  the 
gangway,  including  himself,  had  no  wish 
~to  say  an3rthing  offensive  to  trade 
imionists ;  they  wished  to  conduct 
the  debate  in  an  amicable  way.  They 
had,  however,  the  right  to  their  feelings 
and  the  right  to  express  them,  but  he 
hoped  they  would  do  so  in  a  proper 
manner.  He  beUeved  his  hon.  friend 
who  made  use  of  the  expression  only  did 
:so  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

ILoRD    B.    CECIL   said,    in    asking 
leave     to    withdraw    his    Amendment, 
he    would    only   say   that   no     answer 
whatever  had  been   made  to  the  sub- 
stance of  the  argument  he  had  ventured 
to  address  to  the  Committee.     [Cries  of 
■ "  Oh,  oh !  "]  Then  hon.  Members  opposite 
>  did  not  attach  the  same  meaning  to  the 
English  language  as  he  did.     It    had 
'been  said  with  a  great  deal  of  force  that 
"these  words  were  vague,  and  that  they 
were    unsatisfactory  because  they  were 
vague.    The  hon.  Member  for  Denbigh 
•said    that    tersely    and    the    Attomey- 
Oeneral  said  it  at  greater  length.    He 
admitted    it    was   hard   to   <baw   the 
line   between   the   kind   of  combination 
it  was  desired  to  admit  and  the  kind  of 
combination   which   would   be   a   great 
danger  to  the  State.     But  in  the  form 
of  the  clause  they  were  legalising  all 
combination  which  could  not    possibly 
be  said  to  have  a  trade  object.    He  was 
sure,  in  the  form  in  which    the  clause 
was  drafted,  it  would  be  made  use  of  in  a 
serioiis  way  injurious  to  the  State,  and 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway 
and  opposite  would  not  be  the  last  to 
•  complain   of  it.      Ho    asked    leave    to 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Sir  Fredemk  Banbfiry. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  FEB  BRICK  BANBURY  pro- 
posed  to  insert  the  words,  "as  to 
wages  or  other  conditions  of  labour" 
after  the  word  "  dispute."  That  could 
not  be  chwacterised  as  vague,  and  there- 
fore would  not  be  open  to  the  objections 
raised  by  the  Attorney-General  to  the 
last  Amendment.  His  object  was,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  define  to  what  extent 
an  authorised  combination  of  workmen 
or  other  persons  could  be  pursued.  He 
thought  it  was  very  necessary  that 
some  definition  should  be  put  in. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
recently  said  that  this  Bill  was  confined 
to  trade  anions,  and  was  intended  to 
deal  with  them,  but  according  to  the  title 
it  was  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  regula- 
tion of  trade  unions  and  trade  dii 
putes,  and  in  Clause  5  it  said,  "  this  Act 
may  be  cited  as  the  Trade  Disputes  Act, 
1906,  and  the  Trade  Union  Acts,  1871  to 
1876,  and  these  Acts  may  be  cited  to- 
gether as  the  Trade  Union  Acts,  1871 
and  1906.  Therefore  it  was  very  evident 
that  a  definition  such  as  this  should  be 
inserted  unless  it  ^as  intended  that  it 
should  apply  to  every  dispute  in  any  trade 
of  any  sort  or  kind.  One  of  the  chief 
objects  of  the  Amendment  was  to  prevent 
non-unionists  being  deprived  of  work.  He 
did  not  think  anyone  would  say  that  a 
man  was  not  entitled  to  work  beoause  he 
was  not  a  member  of  a  trade  union.  Trade 
unionists  themselves  said  that  unless  the 
employer  dismissed  any  non-union  men 
he  might  have  in  his  employ  and  replaced 
them  with  union  men,  other  persona  with 
whom  he  dealt  would  have  men  with- 
drawn from  their  work.  That  was  a  ver/ 
serious  thing.  He  beUeved  if,  when  this 
Bill  was  passed,  such  a  thing  as  that  were 
done  it  would  arouse  such  feeling  in  the 
country  that  the  result  would  be  very 
different  from  what  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  gangway  anticipated.  He  thought 
they  would  have  Pinkerton  men,  a  type 
well-known  in  the  United  States,  broi^^t 
over  here.  [A  Labour  Meubbr:  They 
would  soon  go  back.]  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man evidently  thought  the  power  behind 
trade  unions  so  strong — and  he  presumed 
he  meant  that  they  would  not  be  very 
particular  as  to  the  means  they  used — 
that  these  people  would  go  back,  but  be 
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could  not  be  so  sine.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  employers  and  employed 
botii  came  from  the  same  stock,  liiey 
vere  both  Englishmen  as  a  rale,  and  they 
had  the  same  feelings.  He  hoped  his 
Amendment  would  be  accepted  if  only  for 
that  reason.  He  pointed  out  that  there 
mi^t  be,  through  no  faidt  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentieman,  no  Beport  stage. 
The  first  thing  to  do  to  make  sure  of  a 
Beport  stage  was  to  acceptan  Amendment. 
He  asked  the  right  hon.  (rentleman  to 
accept  his,  and  if  he  did  not  like  it  when 
the  Report  stage  was  reached,  he  could 
move  to  omit  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  dUpnte,' 
to  imert  the  words  '  as  to  wkgea  or  other 
cogditions  of  labour.' " — {Sir  Fnderiek  Ban- 
Jury.) 

♦Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  made  such  a  winning 
appeal  to  him  that  if  he  could  have 
done  so  he  should  have  quite  cordially 
axepted  his  Amendment,  but  the  objec- 
tions to  it  were  twofold.  In  the  first 
place,  it  restricted  the  operation  of  this 
clause  within  very  narrow  limits,  because 
it  only  legalised  combinations  which 
had  for  their  object  the  improvement 
of  the  conditions  of  labour  or  the 
raising  of  wages,  and  shut  out 
altogether  other  combinations  which 
trade  unionists  might  consider  essential 
to  their  interests  or  the  advancement 
or  extension  of  their  organisations 
which  did  not  involve  any  breach 
oi  the  law.  The  second  objection 
was  that  it  infringed  the  whole 
principle  of  the  clause,  because  the 
object  of  the  clause  was  to  make  it  free 
to  trade  unionists  to  decide  upon  the 
policy  which  they  should  pursue.  They 
were  the  best  judges  of  that.  The 
object  of  the  clause  was  to  give  perfect 
freedom,  with  the  one  restriction  that 
the  conduct  they  decided  upon  must  be 
lawfol  conduct  if  it  were  the  conduct 
o!  an  individual. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  said  the  remarkable  thing  about 
the  Amendment  was  that  it  would  not 
carry  out  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Baron?t  had  in  view.  It  would  not 
exclude  conduct  which  had  for  its  ob- 
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ject  the  shutting  out  of  non-union  men. 
It  was  none  the  less  interesting  and 
necessary  to  point  out  that,  although 
it  had  been  most  forcibly  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Oovemment,  the 
clause  as  it  stood  went  far  beyond  their 
avowed  object,  viz.,  the  legalising  of  the 
application  of  the  process  of  combination 
to  all  legitimate  objects  pursued  by 
the  employed.  It  could  be  shown  to 
legalise  combinations  of  a  totally  different 
kind  and  which,  whilst  it  might  not  be 
possible  to  call  them  unlawful,  were  yet 
most  undesirable.  Although  this  was  the 
second  opportunity  offered  to  the 
Attorney-General,  he  had  not  shown  the 
slightest  desire  to  exclude  these  other 
political  and  trade  combinations  from  the 
very  odious  privilege  of  this  clause, 
which  would  probably  be  forced  upon  the 
House  by  the  Government  majority 
and  would  legalise  combinations  which 
nobody  by  the  widest  possible  stretch 
of  imagination  could  describe  as  desir- 
able. 

♦Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  reaUy 
did  not  understand  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  had  said  he  would 
consider  the  desirability  of  giving  such  a 
definition  of  "  trade  disputes"  as  to 
shut  out  disputes  between  traders  and 
disputes  not  connected  with  the  relations 
between  employers  and  their  workmen. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  thb  last  phrase  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  showed  that 
they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  make 
quite  clear  the  point  he  had  pressed 
upon  him.  The  very  disputes  he 
referred  to  were  disputes  between 
employers  and  workmen,  and  they 
showed  that  they  had  a  very  real 
danger,  which  existed  in  a  number  of 
countries  all  over  Europe  and  in  America, 
to  fear. 

♦Sir  JOHN  WALTON :  That  is  quite 
a  different  thing. 

liORD  R  CECIL  said  it  was  not. 
They  must  have  some  limitation  of 
"  trade  disputes "  which  would  ex- 
clude tbose  kinds  of  combinations  and 
their  actions  which  they  had  already 
alluded  to  and  which  formsd  a  serious 
danger.  Although  the  Attorney-General 
might  not  like  their  wor.h,  it  woul  1  have 
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an  appreciation  of  the  arguments  they 
had  submitted  and  had  made  some 
attempt  to  deal  with  them. 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  30 
Noes,  289.     (Division  List  No.  281.) 


Balcarres,  Lord 
Baring,  Hon.  Guy  (Winchester) 
Barrie,  H.  T.(Lon(loiiderrv,N.) 
Beach,  Un.MiehaelHughHick» 
Bowles,  <3.  Stewart 
Carson,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Olasgow) 
Craig,  CJias.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Pell,  Arthur 
Finch,  Rt  Hon.  George  H. 


AYES. 

Forater,  Henry  William 

Hervey,F.  W.  F.  (Bury  S.  Edm' ds 

Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 

HuDt,  Rowland 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hn.  Alfred 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

Nield,  Herbert 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 

Pease,  HwbertPike(  Darlington 

Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  P. 


Salter,  Arthur  aavell 
Smith,F.E.(Liverpool,Walton) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn  J.G.(OxfdUniv 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset.  W.) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  G.  Stuart- 

TXIXIBS  FOB  TH»  Aybs — Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and 
Lord  Robert  Cecil. 


Abraluun.  WilHam  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  P. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Alden,  Percy 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Jone8,L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,E.) 
Balfour,  Robert   (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  JohnBmmott  (Somerset 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  U.  N. 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beaumont,  Hubert(  Eastbourne 
Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  f  Hexham) 
Bell,  Richard 
BeUairs,  Carlyon 
Bean,  SirJ.William8(Devonp'rt 
Bonn,  W.(T'w'rHamlete,S.Geo. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bethell,  J.  H.  (E8sex,Romford) 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
BlaokjArftur  W.(Bedfordshire) 
Boland,  John 

Bolton,  T.  D.  (Derbyshire,  N.E. 
Boulton,  A.  &  F.  (Ramsey) 
Brace,  William 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
BriTC,  John 
BnxOe,  H.  C. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 
Bryoe,  J.  A.  (Invemess  Bur^M) 
Bum«,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.  Sydney  Ghas. 
Bylee,  William  Pollard 
Oaims,  Thomas 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R.       ^ 
Gancy,  John  Joseph 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
aough,  W. 


NOES. 

Clynes,  J.  B. 

Coats,  Sir  T.  Glen(Renfrew,W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

CoUins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Oollina,SirWm.J.(S.Panoraa,W. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H.(Sus8ex,E.arinBt'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Huold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemonth) 

Grean,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

CulUnan,  J. 

Dalziol,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,Arthur(Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.P»nor»8.N. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Dolan,  Charles  Joseph 

Dnokworth,  James 

DufEy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumess 

Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 

Dunn,  A  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,Major  E.Hartin(Wal8all 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Ere,  Harry  Trelawnev 

Famll,  James  Patrick 

Fenwiok,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  B. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flayin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fnllerton,  Hugh 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Giunell,L. 


Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard.  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterboroagh) 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Hammond,   John 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  TydTJl) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (WorcV) 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hart-iiavios,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslani,  James  ( Derbyshire) 

Haworth.  Arthur  A. 

Haiel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Homiman,  Emslie  John  <; 

Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison  ] 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

niingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufns  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Judine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jone8,SirD.Bryniiior(Swansea 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jone8,WilUani(CarnarTon8hire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Laidlaw,  Robert 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


165 


TreuU 


Umb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochestw) 

Lambert,  George 

Lemoot,  Norman 

Layluicj-Barratt,  Francis 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (E8aex,Hanrich 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Llojnl-George,  Rt  Hn.  Darid 

Longh,  Thomas 

lyondon,  W. 

Lapton,  Arnold 

Micdoo^d.  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Mscdooald,  J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Maclean.  Dooaid 

MacVeigb,Charles(Donrgal.  B.) 

M'CaJlum.  Jolm  H. 

M'Kein,  John 

M'Uren,  Sir  V.  B.  (Leicester) 

M  Laien.  H.  O.  (Stitfford.  W.) 

M'Micking.  Major  G. 

Maddiaon,  Frederick 

Mallett,  Charles  E. 

Manfield.  Harrr  (Northaats) 

Marlu,G.Croydon(LaanoesU>n) 

Mainham,  F.  J. 

MaKm,  A.  E.  W.  (CoTentry) 

)Casne.  J. 

Mtiterman,  C.  F.  ti. 

Veagiier.  Blichael 

Ifaehan.  Patrick  A. 

IGcklem.  Nathaniel 

]iond,A.  I 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Moooey.  J.  J. 

Mone,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheua  Cleopbaa 

Mnmaghan,  Ueurge 

Murphy,  Joht 

Murray,  Jamea 

Myer,  Horatio 

Kicholaon,C3iarleaN.  (Donoast'r 

Nolao,  Joseph 

Norton,   Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nnaaey,  Thomas  Willaas 

Nattall.  Harry 

CBrieo,  K.  (Tipperary  Mid) 

O'Connor,  James  (Wioklow,  W. 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildaie,  N.: 

O'Donnell.  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 


{27  JOLY   1906} 

O'Doird.  John 
O'Orady,  J. 
O'Hara,  Patrick 
O'Malley,  WiUiam 
O'Mara,  Jamee 
O'Shaoghneasy,  P.  J. 
Parker.  .Tamos  (Halifax) 
Partinetoa,  Oswald 
Paul,  Herbert 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Paaroe,  Robert  (Steffi.  Leek) 
Piokersgin,  Bdwatd  Hare     « 
PoUard,  Dr. 
Powell,  Sir  Fhmois  Sharp 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Prio.  0.  G.  (Edinb*gh.Oentral) 

Radford.  O.  U. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond.  William  (CUre) 

Richards.T.  K.(  Wolverhampt'n 

Riohardaon,  A. 

Riokett,  J.  Com  itoa 

Ridadale,  E.  A. ' 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Linoohi) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robertson,  SirO.Scott(Bradrrd 

Robertaoa,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdoo 

Rogers,  F.  R  Newman 

Roae,  Charles  Day 

Rowlandn,  .T. 

Runoiman,  Walter 

Schwann,  C  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,  Sir  C.E.( Manchester) 

Scott,  A.  H.  ( Aahton-  under-  Lyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seddon,  J. 

Seely,  Major  J.  B. 

Shackleton.  David  JameH 

Shaw,  Rt  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  Q. 

Simon,  John  Allsebrook 

Smeaton,  Donald  Maokenzie 

Smyth, Thomas  P.(Leitriin,S  ) 

Snowden,  P. 

Soares,  Bluest  J. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanger,  H.  Y. 


Jjl<paies  itill. 


166 


Stanley  ,Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Ohesb.  ) 

Steadman,  W.  0. 

Stewart,  Halley  (Qreenook) 

Straohey,  Sir  Edward 

Strauss,  B.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 

SnUiyan,  Donal 

Snmmtfrball,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  Jolm  W.  (Dorham) 

Thomas,  Sir  A-  (Glamorgan.  E. 

Thoraawon,  Franklin 

Thome,  William 

Torranoe,  Sir  A.  M. 

Toulmin,  George 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Lsioeater) 

Wallace.  Robert 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters.   John   Tndor 

Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeda,  S.) 

Walton,  Joseph  (Barosley) 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Ward,W.I>iidley(Sonthanipt'i 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T 

Waaon,  JohnCathoart(Orkney) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  H.  Anderson 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

White,  P«trick(Meath,  North) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Wilkit.  Alexander 

Wills,  Arthur  Walters 

Wilson,  HenryJ.(York,VV.R.) 

Wilson.  J.  H.  (Middlesbrongh) 

Wibon,  P.  W.  (St.  Paaoraa,  S.) 

Wilson.  W.  T.  (Westboogbton) 

WoodhQUse,3irJ.T.(Hudd*rsrd 

TaLLIBS  FOB  TBI  NoBS— Mr. 
Whiteley  aad  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease 


Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  moved 
to  insert  in  line  10,  after  the  word  "  ac- 
tionable "  the  words  "  unless  damage 
had  been  caused  or."  The  object  of 
Iu8  Amendment  was  to  endeavour  to 
safeguard  the  trade  of  the  country, 
because  if  this  clause  would  permit 
<iAmage  to  be  caused  to  the  trade  of  the 
cotmtry  it  would  be  a  very  serious 
thing  at  the  (present  time.  We  were 
in  very  keen  competition  with  foreign 
coontries,  and  he  did  think  it  would  be 
a  very  serious  thing  if,  because  some 
provision  of  this  sort  was  not  put  in,the 
trade  of  the  country  was  to  be  injured. 
There  were  several  reasons  in  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  why  something 
to  this  effect  should  be  introduced.     He 


admitted  Lord  Lindley  signed  the 
minority  Report,  but  he  remembered 
on  very  many  occasions  being  in  a 
minority  in  the  House,  and  he  was  not 
at  all  sure  that  a  Report,  because  it  was 
a  minority  Report,  was  not  to  be  received, 
sometimes,  with  great  consideration 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  must  please  speak  to  his 
Amendment. 

SiE  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said 
he  wished  to  put  in  words  to  limit  what 
might  be  done  to  actions  which  should  not 
cause  damage.  The  Attorney-General's 
argument  was  that  this  clause  was  not 
likely  to  cause  any  damage,  because  it 
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only  emphasised  the  law  as  it  regarded 
oue  man,  and  that  therefore  damage 
could  not  ensue  ;  but  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  point  out  that  unless  "  damage  " 
was  inserted  a  great  deal  of  harm  would 
result. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  really  limit  himself  to  his  Amend- 
ment. 

SiE  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said  he 
was  endeavouring  to  prove  that  it  would 
be  possible  unless  these  words  were 
inserted  to  have  damage  caused  which 
would  be  a  very  serious  thing  to  the 
country,  because  a  large  combination  of 
men  could  cause  damage  which  could  not 
be  done  by  one  person.  It  was  very  evi- 
dent that  a  body  of  men  might  do  a  great 
deal  perhaps  in  the  heat  of  the  moment 
which  they  would  not  do  in  their 
calmer  moments.  They  might  do  all 
sorts  of  violence  and  prevent  people 
carrying  on  their  business,  and  so  cause 
them  a  great  amount  of  damage.  It 
was  evident  if  a  large  number  of  people 
collected  outside  a  man's  dwelling,  they 
could  cause  him  considerable  damage, 
whereas,  if  there  was  only  one  man,  he 
would  cause  no  damage.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  accept  the  Amendment.  He  could 
not  see  that  it  was  in  any  way  likely  to 
injure  the  desires  of  trade  unions,  because 
it  did  not  prevent  them  taking  any 
action  unless  by  so  doing  they  caused 
damage.  He  did  not  suppose  it  was 
their  desire  to  cause  damage  to  anyone 
in  this  country. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  action- 
able,'to  ineert  the  words  'nnleas  damage  has 
been  cansed  or.'  "—(Sir  Frederick  Baribury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
bo  there  inserted." 

SiB  JOHN  WALTON  thought  the 
hon.  Baronet  was  under  a  little  mis- 
apprehension with  regard  to  the  clause. 
There  must  be  damage  to  constitute  a 
cause  of  action.  They  must  show  some 
damage  in  order  to  prosecute. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  he  should  like 
to     emphasise     what    the  'clause    was 
Sir  Frederick  Banbury. 


doing.  They  were  going  to  lay  down 
by  the  legal  declaration  of  the  House 
that  damage  might  be  lawfully  caused 
by  combination,  and  there  was  to 
be  no  remedy.  That  was  what  the 
House  meant  to  lay  down,  and  he  thought 
it  was  well  that  the  Commitfee  and 
coimtry  should  understand  it.  They 
were  going  to  give  immunity,  althouj^  a 
conspiracy  had  been  entered  into,  and 
although  damage  in  pursuance  of  that  had 
arisen. 

Mb.  BOWLES  said  he  rose  for  two 
purposes  :  first  of  all  to  support,  as  far 
as  he  was  able,  the  .AJnendment, 
and,  secondly,  for  the  more  important 
purpose  of  making  one  personal  ex- 
planation. During  the  speech  which  he 
had  made  earlier  in  the  evening  with 
regard  to  this  Bill  he  had  been  betrayed 
into  using  an  expression  which  was,  now 
that  he  had  come  to  look  at  it,  obviously 
improper.  He  believed  it  was  referred  to 
during  his  absence,  and  he  desired  to  say 
he  did  not  in  the  least  intend  to  make  the 
reflection  which  that  expression  would 
suggest.  He  thought  the  reflection 
was  totally  unwarranted,  totally  un- 
necessary and  untrue,  and,  in  so  far  as 
the  expression  conveyed  those  impres- 
sions, he  desired  unreservedly  to  w  ithdraw 
it.  With  regard  to  the  Amendment 
before  the  Committee,  he  recognised 
that  it  was  impossible  to  expect 
the  learned  Attorney-General  to  accept 
it.  The  Amendment  went  to  the  root 
of  the  clause,  and,  if  it  were  accepted, 
would  make  the  clause  meaningless. 
He  could  not  bring  himself  to  agree  to  a 
proposal  which  undoubtedly  would  lead 
to  real  damage  without  there  being  any 
remedy,  and  upon  that  broad  and  general 
ground  if  bis  hon.  friend  went  to  a  divi- 
sion he  should  support  him. 

Ms.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe)  said  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
his  friends  that  they  accepted  the  with- 
drawal the  hon.  Member  had  made  of 
his  previous  statement. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

*Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durliam. 
N.W.)  moved  "to  leave  out  the  words 
'  actionable  as  a  tort,'  in  line  12,  and  to 
insert  in  their  place  the  words  '  a  criminal 
offence '." 
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He  thought  his  hon.  friends  opposite  and 
on  that  side  of  the  House  would  agree 
with  him  that  there  had  been  no  action 
more  fruitful  of  disaster  to  trade  unions 
flisn  those  actions  which  had  been 
founded  upon  molestation,  coercion,  or 
intimidation.  His  hon.  friends  opposite 
would  also  agree  with  him  that  the  words 
"  molestation,  coercion,  and  intimidation" 
were  words  of  a  singularly  ambiguous 
chsiacter.  He  need  only  say  that  his 
experience  of  trade  union  cases  satisfied 
him  tiiat  in  the  vast  majority  of  them 
adverse  verdicts  had  been  founded  and 
snoceesfuUy  maintained  on  the  basis  of  the 
legal  meaning  of  the  words  "  intimidation 
and  coercion,"  and  he  might  add  to  that 
observation  that  trade  unions  and  trade 
unionists  suffered  no  greater  hardship 
under  the  existing  law  than  the  hard- 
ship suffered  under  tjie  law  relating  to 
inlwiidation  and  coercion.  The  result  of 
his  amendment  would  be  to  relieve 
trade  unions  entirely  from  the  legal  con- 
sequences of  intimidation  of  the  character 
ahesdy  indicated  and  which  had  hitherto 
been  successfully  enforced  against  them. 
He  proposed  to  limit  the  responsibility  of 
fflembm  of  trade  anions  in  respect  of 
intimidation  to  intimidation  when  that 
intimidation  was  only  of  a  criminal  char- 
acter.' Hon.  Members  would  understand 
ftat  tjie  words  "  only  of  a  criminal 
character "  meant  when  there  was  a 
threat  of  personal  violence — violence  to 
person  or  property.  Trade  unions  were 
contented  to  be  liable  for  any  intimida- 
tion which  partook  of  a  criminal  char- 
acter and  that  was  the  object  of  his 
Amendment.  The  clause,  as  it  at  present 
stood,  was  absolutely  useless.  He  said 
that  with  a  full  seme  of  his  responsibility 
as  a  lawyer.  It  afforded  no  protection 
whatever  to  trade  unions.  The  clause 
as  it  stood  was  that  the  conspiracy  to  do 
an  act  should  not  be  actionable  unless 
that  act  was  actionable  when  committed 
without  conspiracy.  That  was  the  pro- 
posal put  into  plain  English.  Molestation, 
intimidation,  and  coercion  of  the  kind  he 
had  indicated  was  an  actionable  wrong, 
whether  it  was  the  result  of  a  conspiracy 
or  the  act  of  one  man  without  conspiracy 
or  conbination  with  others,  and  he 
ventured  with  great  respect  to  point  out  to 
those  responsible  for  the  Bill  that  a  civil 
action  for  conspiracy  would  only  lie  in 
respect  to  unlawful  acts;    that  wan  to 


say,  unlawful  means  to  follow  out  a 
lawful  object  or  lawful  means  to 
follow  out  an  unlawful  object.  He 
wished  to  point  out  to  hon.  Members 
opposite  that  if  they  amended  the  clause 
in  the  direction  he  suggested,  they  got  rid 
of  the  most  dangerous  weapon  used 
against  trade  unions.  It  was  perfectly 
true  that  the  value  of  the  clause  wjnld 
be  much  impaired,  because,  of  course, 
if  the  new  Clause  4  were  passed  employers 
of  labour  were  hardly  likely  to  bring 
an  action  against  trade  unionists,  either 
officials  or  members,  because  they  were  not 
likely  to  get  damages.  For  his  part 
he  said  although  the  value  of  the  clause 
would  be  much  impaired  by  the  new 
clause,  which  rendered  trade  unions 
immune,  still  at  the  same  time  there  were 
the  officials  and  members  of  unions 
liable  to  be  shot  at.  He  proposed  that 
if  it  was  a  criminal  act  it  ought  to  be 
actionable.  The  Attomej-Oeneral  miaht 
say,  "  But  why  draw  this  distinction 
between  crime  and  tort  ?  "  His  reason 
for  that  was  this.  They  were  wise  to 
provide  exceptional  legislation  for  trade 
unions,  because  having  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  operations  they  had  to 
conduct,  they  and  their  members  were 
exceptionally  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
transgressing  a  law  ao  ambiguous  and 
elastic  as  th&t  which  related  to  con- 
spiracy, associated  with  "intimidation" 
"  coercion,"  and  "  molestation."  He  urged 
upon  hon.  Members  the  vital  importance 
of  insisting  upon  relieving  the  trade 
unions  from  what  he  could  not  help 
describing  as  the  most  disastrous  effect  of 
the  present  law  with  regard  to  actions  of 
this  character.  Trade  unions  had  stiffered 
more  from  that  law  than  anything  else. 
It  was  a  judge-made  law.  It  was  a  law 
which  had  grown  up  in  the  old  days  when 
penal  measures  were  ruthlessly  enforced. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  aotionabTe  as  a  tort,  and  to  ineert  the  words 
•a  oriminal  offence,  "—(tfr.  Atherley-Jonn.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  actionable '  stand  part  of   the   clause." 

♦SiE  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  under- 
stood that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
desired  that  civil  action  should  not  lie 
in  r^^ard  to  what  he  characterised  as 
I  coercion,  intimidation,  or  molestation. 
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Mb.  ATHERLEYJONES  :  Unless  it 
is  criminal. 

8iB  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  under- 
stood that  was  his  great  object.  Were 
the  terms  he  had  vsed  terms  of  law  or  of 
rhetoric  ?  An  action  at  tort  which  was 
classified  as  coercion  or  intimidation  or 
molestation. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  said  in  the 
first  place  the  word  "  intimidation " 
was  enshrined  in  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  in  the  second  place  the  word  "  in- 
timidation "  had  a  clear  and  definite 
meaning  in   law. 

"  Sib  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  was  boimd 
to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  remark  that  these  words 
were  enshrined  in  a  Statute.  That  made 
them  a  crime,. and  therefore  so  far  from 
reUevine  the  trades  unions  from  this 
class  01  action  the  only  result  would 
be  that  they  would  have  to  find  what  was 
meant  by  these  words  "intimidation," 
"  coercion,"  and  "  molestation."  and 
they  would  discover  it  in  the  Act  of  1875. 
If  they  looked  at  that  Act  they  would 
see  that  defined  the  acts  of  coercion, 
intimidation,  and  molestation.  The 
marginal  note  of  that  classification  was 
in  these  terms — 

"  Penalty  for  intimidation  or  annoyance  by 
violence  or  otherwise." 

Therefore  they  had  a  class  of  acts  which 
were  catalogued  as  crimes,  and  therefore 
the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  would 
not  accomplish  the  object  he  had  in  view. 
All  the  acts  enumerated  in  Clause  7  of  the 
Act  of  1875  were  crimes,  and  therefore  for 
any  of  those  acts  an  action  could  be 
brought  such  as  :  (1)  Uses  violence  to  or 
intimidates  such  other  person  or  his  wife 
or  children,  or  injures  his  property  ;  or 
(2)  Persistently  follows  such  other  person 
about  from  place  to  place  ;  or  (3)  Hides 
any  tools,  clothes,  or  other  property 
owned  or  used  by  such  other  person,  or 
deprives  him  of  or  hinders  him  in  the  use 
thereof ;  or  (4)  Watches  or  besets  the 
house  or  other  place  where  such  other 
person  resides,  or  works,  or  carries  on 
business  or  happens  to  be,  or  the  approach 
to  such  house  or  place ;  or  (5)  Follows 
such  other  person  with  two  or  more  other 
persons   in   a   disorderly   manner   in   or 


through  any  street  or  road.  All  those 
acts  were  crimes,  and  therefore  the 
Amendment  would  not  prevent  an  action 
being  brought  in  respect  of  them. 

*Mr.  hills  said  the  Amendment 
would  produce  the  absurd  result  that  an 
act  which  was  wrong  if  done  by  one  man 
would  not  be  wrong  if  done  by  a  hundred 
men. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.    BOWLES     moved    an    Amend- 
ment to  insert  at  end  of  line  12  ;  "  Pro- 
vided always  that  nothing  in  this  section 
shall  prevent  an  action  Ming  brought  in 
respect  of  an  act  done  in  pursuance  of  a 
malicious  intention  to  injure  another  per- 
son."   The  object  was  to  leave  a  remedy 
for  any  person  who  could  prove  he  had  been 
damaged  by  an  act  as  the  result  of  an 
agreement  among  two  or  more  persons  in 
respect  of  a  trade  dispute,   which  was 
done  in  pursuance  of  a  really  malicious 
intention  to  injure.    He  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  better  way  of  laying 
before  the  Committee  what  the  intention 
and  the  effect  of  this  Amendment  would 
be,  as  he  understood  it,  than  to  detail 
the  kind  of  acts  which  he  had  in  his  mind. 
Among  the  many  cases  there  was  the 
case,  he  believed  a  well  known  one,  of 
Carr  against  the  Amalgamated   Society 
.  of  Painters.    In  that  case  what  happened 
was  extremely  simple.    A  certain  painter 
he  believed,  in  Manchester,  employed  a 
foreman,  and  that  foreman  for  one  reason 
or  another  persistently  refused  to  join 
the  local  trade  union.     The  executive 
committee  of  the  union  by  a  resolution 
gave    authority    to    call  out  the    men 
who  were  working  with  that  foreman  in 
the  employ  of  the  painter  in  order  that 
they  should  not  work  with  a  non-union 
man.    In  pursuance  of  this  agreement, 
conspiracy,  or  whatever  they  chose  to 
call  it,  the  men  were  thereupon  called 
out,  and  did  in  fact  leave  their  work. 
The  painter,  left  with  his  foreman,  tried 
thereafter   to   get   contracts   of   various 
kinds  for  painting,  and  the  contractors 
to    whom    this    painter    applied    were 
approached    by   officers    of    the    trade 
union  in  question,  and  informed    that 
if  they  gave  any  contract  to  Mr.  Carr 
their  men  would  all  be  called  out  as  a 
protest,  and  the  effect  of  that  was  that 
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the  painter  lost  not  only  one  partionlar 
contract  but   many   contracts,   and   he 
sustained  obviously  great  loss.    It  was 
found  by  the  Jury  in  that  case  that  the 
officials  of  the  trade  union  did  malioiously 
and  in  order  to  injure  the  plaintifE,  oon- 
^ire  to  obstruct,  and  did,  in  fact,  ob- 
struct, tiie  plaintifi  in  carrying  on  his 
txade  as  a  jMinter.    That  was  a  case  of 
a  real  malicious  intention — ^he  used  the 
word  in  tiie  legal  sense — to  injure  this 
particular  person.    The  only  object  of  this 
Amendment  was  to   elicit  a  statement 
from  the  Government  so  that  they  might 
know  exactly  what  their  intentions  were 
as  regarded  the  effect  of  ttiis  clause  upon 
acts   of   that   kind.    Of  course,   if   the 
Government  said  they  meant  such  acts 
should   be   really   left  without  remedy, 
and  if  in  contemplation  or  in  furtherance 
of  a  trade  dispute  any  number  of  persons 
mi^t  combine  to  do  malicious  damage 
without  any  remedy,  then  he  supposed  the 
matter  most  be  left  there,  but  he  could  not 
believe  tiiat  the  Attorney-General  desired 
that.     He    did    not    believe    that    hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  regarded 
that  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  activities 
of  real  trade  unionism,   and  he  thought 
if  there  were  any  objection  to  his  amend- 
ment it  was  an  objection  that  this  was 
<  n  attempt  to  define  things  that  were 
to  be  done  and  things  that  were  not  to 
be  done,  and  that  as  this  was  unusual 
legislation  for  a  particular  set  of  circum- 
stances,  while   resulting   in   good   upon 
the  one  hand,  it  might  result  in  hardship 
on  the  other.     The  question  was  a  short 
one ;    it  was  whether  the  Grovernment 
desired,  whether  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  gangway  desired  that  malicious  acts 
done  in  pursuance  of  a  malicious  inten- 
tion to  injure  a  person  should  be  left 
entirely  without  remedy,  and  it  was  with 
a  view   to   getting   an   answer   to   that 
question  that  he  begged  leave  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  his  name. 

Amendment  proposed. 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  provided  always  that  nothing  in  this 
wetion  shall  prevent  an  action  being  brought 
in  respect  of  an  act  done  in  pnrsaanoe  of  a 
maliaoos  intention  to  injure  another  person." 
(Mr.  BouUt.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  those  words 
be  diere  inserted." 


'Sib  JOHN  WALTON  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  proceed  with  this 
Amendment.  It  was  quite  impossible 
to  impose  the  test  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber proposed. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that,  owing  to  an 
unfortunate  accident,  he  was  not  in  the 
House  to  move  the  Amendment  standing 
in  his  name  to  leave  out  the  words  "  as  a 
tort."  He  could  not  move  it  now,  but  he 
could  object  to  the  passing  of  the  clause 
in  order  to  ask  the  Attorney-General 
what  was  the  meaning  of  the  words  at 
the  end.    The  clause  ran  in  this  way — 

"  An  act  done  in  portoance  of  an  agreement 
or  combination  by  two  or  more  persons  shall, 
if  done  in  contemplation  or  furtherance  of  a 
trade  dispute,  not  be  actionable  unless  the  set, 
if  done  without  any  such  agreement  or  com- 
bination, would  be  actionable  as  a  tort." 

He  asked  the  Committee  to  conceive  quite 
a  common  case — an  agreement  among 
certain  people  that  they  would  all  on  a 
certain  day  break  their  contracts.  That 
would  be  an  agreement  between  two  or 
more  persons,  and  if  in  consequence  of 
the  agreement  they  did  break  their 
contracts,  that  would  be  an  act  done 
in  pursuance  of  an  agreement,  and  it 
would  not  be  actionable.  It  would  be 
merely  an  agreement  among  certain 
people  to  break  their  contracts.  It 
would  not  be  an  actionable  tort.  He 
knew  that  the  Attorney-General  would 
correct  him  if  he  was  wrong.  In  an 
action  for  a  tort  one  must  either  pursue  a 
man  for  breaking  his  contract  or  for  a 
wrong  suffered  independently  of  con- 
tract. That  was  the  whole  theory  of 
civil  litigation.  What  this  clause  said 
was  that  an  act  done  in  pursuance  of  an 
agreement  was  not  to  be  actionable 
unless  the  act,  if  done  without  any  such 
agreement,  would  be  actionable  as  a 
tort.  He  dared  say  that  the  hon.and  learned 
Gentleman  had  a  simple  and  easy  explana- 
tion of  the  words  of  the  clause.  It  seemed 
to  him  clearly  wrong,  and  that  it  should 
stop  at  the  word  "  actionable."  It  was 
just  possible  that  they  arose  from  too 
slavishly  following  the  words  in  Section 
3  of  the  Conspiracy  and  Protection  of 
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Property  Act  of  1875.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive what  was  the  meaning  of  the  words 
"  as  a  tort,"  and  he  ventured  to  ask  the 
\ttorney-6eneraI  whether  he  would  in- 
troduce something  in  the  clause  to  make 
the  meaning  clear. 

*SiB  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  noble 
Lord  misapprehended  the  intention  of 
the  Bill.  It  did  not  contemplate  an 
action  for  conspiracy  being  brought 
against  three  or  more  workmen 
who  might  break  their  contracts.  The 
clause  meant  that  an  action  for  conspir- 
acy should  not  lie  where  there  was  a 
simultaneous  breach  of  contract  on  the 
part  of  a  number  of  men.  Where  there 
was  a  breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of 
men  in  contemplation  or  in  the  course 
of  a  trade  dispute,  there  was  invariably  a 
simultaneous  act ;  and  if  labour  acted 
together  and  in  the  course  of  acting 
together  there  was  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract of  service.there  were  all  the  elements 
of  an  action  for  conspiracy  at  common 
law.  There  was  a  combination  to  break 
a  contract,  and  therefore  undoubtedly  an 
action  for  conspiracy  would  lie.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  clause  was  not  to  allow  such  an 
action  to  be  brought,  because,  in  the  view 
of  the  Government.it  would  be  oppressive. 
They  did  not  free  men  from  responsibility, 
who,  in  the  course  of  a  trade  dispute,  left 
their  work  without  serving  out  the  whole 
time  of  their  notice.  They  remained  re- 
sponsible under  their  contracts  and  their 
ordinary  liabilities  were  not  removed. 
What  the  Government  said  was  that  it 
was  not  their  policy  as  part  of  legislation 
of  this  class  to  make  these  men  as  a  body 
subject  to  an  action  for  conspiracy 
where  the  act  committed  was  not  tor- 
tious per  se.  Let  the  Committee  suppose 
that  an  employer  introduced  a  body  of 
200  or  300  under  contract  for  three  or  six 
months.  Let  them  suppose  these  men  were 
engaged  in  Holland,  Belgium,  Germany,  or 
elsewhere.  They  could  not  leave  their 
work  for  the  period  of  their  engage- 
ment without  a  breach  of  contract. 
What  was  the  position  of  these  men  ? 
They  found  out  possibly  that  they 
had  been  engaged  under  misrepre- 
sentations. They  found  out  that  they 
had  been  given  a  fallacious  view  of 
the  dispute  which  had  taken  place  in 
thi?  country.  They  found  out  after 
experience  that  in  their  v^iew  the  con- 

Lord  R.  Cecil. 


ditions  of  employment  were  intolerable 
and  they  declined  to  go  on  because  thev 
felt  that  they  ought  not  to  go  on.  If 
they  did  not  go  on  they  would  be  liable 
for  actions  for  breach  of  contract  and  the 
employers  had  all  those  remedies  in  their 
hands,  and  aU  that  was  said  here  was 
that  they  should  not  under  those 
circumstances  subject  these  men  to 
an  action  for  conspiracy  in  addition  to 
their  liability  to  pay  damages  for  breach 
of  contract.  In  his  view  the  liability  to 
pay  damages  was  quite  sufficient  sanction 
to  enforce  those  contracts.  He  thought 
for  those  reasons  the  words  "  as  a  tort," 
not  having  been  included  without  due 
consideration,  should  stand.  ., 

Mr.   RAWLINSON  (Cambridge    Uni- 
versity) said  he  did  not  wish  to  intervene 
in  the  merits  of  the  dispute,   but  he 
ventured   to   submit   to   the   Attorney- 
General    that   he   had   absolutely    mis- 
apprehended his  hon.  friend's  point  on 
this  matter.    The  Attorney- Gteneral  had 
said  that  he  had  no  intention  of  taking 
away  from  an  employer  his  right  of  action 
against  a  single  employee.  But  this  section 
went  far  farther  than  that.    Might  he  give 
a  concrete  instance  of  what  he  meant  ? 
Assuming  there  was  a  trade  dispute  and 
assuming  that  there  was  a  contract  that 
an   employer    should    supply    a    large 
quantity  of  iron,  of  flour,  or  provisions, 
or    anything    of     that    sort,     anyone 
could  break  that  contract  in  pursuance 
of    that    dispute;    and    so    carelessly 
was  this  section  drawn  that  no  action 
could  be  brought  against  any  of  them. 
He  was  not  dealing  with  the  merits  of 
the  case,  but  with  the  slovenly  drafting 
of  the  section.     If  the  Attorney-Greneral 
would  read  the  section  again  he  would  see 
what  was  meant.  There  was  no  question 
of  an  action  for  conspiracy  at  all.    It  was 
simply  this.    This  section  was  drawn  in 
such  a  way  that  what  it  said  was  that 
any  act  done  in  pursuance  of  an  agree- 
ment by  two  or  more  persons  should, 
if  done  in  furtherance  of  a  trade  dispute, 
not  be  actionable  imless  the  act  if  done 
without  any  such  agreement  or  com- 
bination would  be  actionable  as  a  tort. 
Therefore  if  it  was  simply   actionable 
as  a  contract  they  could  bring  no  action 
as  a  tort.    Under  that  section  the  em  - 
ployer  had  no  remedy  against  a  single 
servant  who  broke  his  contract  after  three 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


177 


Track 


{27  July  1906} 


Disputes  BUI. 


178 


montlis  ranployment. '  Supposing  there 
were  three  people  xuider  contract  to  deliver 
flour  and  those  three  people  did  not  de- 
liver the  flour  because  they  had  agreed 
to  break  their  contracts  to  deliver  it. 
The  section  said  an  act  if  done  in  con- 
templation of  a  trade  dispute  would  not 
be  actionable  unless  the  act  so  done 
would  be  actionable  as  a  tort.  That 
would  not  be  actionable  here  as  a  tort 
btrt  as  a  contract.  It  was  merely  a 
question  of  drafting.  This  section  as  it 
stood  would  prevent  a  person  bringing  an 
action  for  breach  of  contract  against 
those  millers  who  declined  to  deliver  flour. 
He  was  not  convinced  that  the  omission 
of  the  words  "  as  a  tort "  would  be  the 
best  means  of  carrying  out  the  intention 
of  the  Committee,  and  he  suggested  that 
the  clause  required  redrafting  in  order  to 
carry  out  what  he  gathered  to  be  the  full 
intention  of  the  Committee  in  this 
matter. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURT  said 
two  reasons  had  been  advanced  for 
this  clause.  The  first  was  that  the 
law  had  been  altered  by  the  decisions 
in  the  TafE  Yale  case  and  in  the  case 
ofQuinn  v.  Leathem.  Those  decisions 
were  not  in  contemplation  when  the 
Act  was  passed  in  1875  and  therefore, 
as  the  law  required  a  new  interpretation, 
it  must  be  amended.  The  next  reason 
was  that  there  really  was  not  much  in  it. 
The  reason  given  by  the  Attorney-General 
was  because  an  action  which  was  done  by 
a  number  of  people  would  still  be  liable 
to  civil  or  criminal  prosecution  it  was 
illegal  if  done  by  one  person.  In  regard 
to  the  next  point  that  this  clause  was 
necefflary  in  order  to  alter  a  nusconception 
in  the  Act  of  1875,  he  pointed  out  that 
three  Commiaaioners  in  the  Report  did 
not  take  that  view.  They  said  they  were 
satisfied  that  the  law  laid  down  by  the 
House  of  Lords  involved  no  new  principle 
and  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  legisla- 
tion of  1871.  It  was  indeed  true,  they 
proceeded,  that  that  statute  did  not 
declare  nor  had  any  other  statute  declared 
that  trade  unions  shotild  be  liable  to  an 
action  in  tort,  and  before  the  TafE  Vale 
csM  tiiere  was  not  on  record  any  case  in 
which  the  question  of  the  liability  of  a 
trade  union  was  distinctly  raised  and  in 
which  a  Court  of  Law  pronounced  a  trade 
nnioiL  liable.  But  this  did  not  prove  the 


trade  unions  as  such  pomessed  any 
special  exemption  from  actions  of  tort. 
On  the  contrary  it  could  not  be  disputed, 
the  Commissioners  pointed  out,  that 
theoretically  the  funds  of  trade  unions 
had  all  along  through  their  members  been 
subject  to  the  general  law  of  liability. 
The  Commissioners  went  on  to  say  that— 

"  An  kction  to  reoovar  dmmagea  io  respect  of 
a  tort  conld  be  inititnted  only  in  the  Courts 
of  Common  Law,  and  thoM  Coarts,  althongh 
they  did  not  allow  the  non-joind«r  of  defen- 
(lantii  to  be  pleaded  in  such  an  aotioa  either  in 
bar  or  in  abatement,  adopted  a  rigid  rule  that 
judgment  could  not  be  recovered  against  any 
penoa  or  persons  not  named  a«  defendants  in 
the  action.  From  this  it  followed  that  no 
property  oould  be  taken  in  execution  wliioli 
was  not  the  property  of  the  named  def  eodaul  s. 
If,  therefore,  an  association  conxisted  of  ho 
lar^je  a  number  of  peraoox  that  it  wa^  imprao- 
tioable  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  of  tlieni  or 
to  make  them  all  defendants,  the  property  of 
the  association  as  distingulsheil  from  that  of 
the  individual  members  could  not  be  taken  in 
execution  in  a  Commim  Law  aetion." 

The  same  Commission  had  also  stated 
that  on  the  grounds  of  justice  and  equity 
the  law  as  laid  down  in  the  TafE  Vale  case 
appeared  insurmountable. 

"  That  vast  and  powerful  institutions,  " 

they  said — 

"  should  be  permanently  licensed  to  apply  the 
funds  t<hey  possess  to  do  wrong  to  othen  and 
by  that  wrong  inflict  upon  them  damage  per- 
haps to  the  amount  of  many  thousand  pounds 
and  yet  not  be  liable  to  make  redrew  out  of 
those  funds  would  be  a  state  of  thiniis  opposed 
tthe  very  idea  of  law  and  order  and  justiue." 

Those  words  appeared  to  him  to  be 
extremely  true.  They  were  laid  down  by 
three  Commissioners,  and  he  had  never 
heard  in  the  course  of  the  debate  a  single 
argument  which  would  go  to  prove  that 
the  conclusion  they  then  arrived  at  was 
wrong.  With  the  single  exception  of  an 
hon.  Member  below  the  gangway  on  the 
opposite  side  no  Member  of  the  Labour 
Party  had  got  up  and  attempted  to 
justify  this  clause.  The  justification 
which  was  used  by  the  Attorney- General 
to  the  effect  that  the  remedy  would  be 
that  if  the  action  done  by  one  individual 
was  illegal  it  would  apply  to  this  combina- 
tion was  dealt  with  by  Sir  William 
Lewis,  who  made  some  forcible  quota- 
tions from  some  of  the  learned  judges 
of  the  land.  Sir  William  T.  Lewis  at 
page  130  of  his  minority  Report  quoted 
Lord  Macnaghten  who  said — 

"  A  man  may  resist  with  much  ditHoulty  the 
wrongful  acts  of  an  individual    .      .    .     but 
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it  is  a  very  different  thing  when  one  man  has 
to  defend  himself  agaiaH  many  combined  to  do 
him  wrong." 

Sir  William  Lewis  also  quoted  Lord 
Lindley,  who  said — 

"  My  Lords,  it  is  said  that  the  conduct  which 
is  not  actionable  on  the  part  of  one  person 
cannot  be  actionable  if  it  is  that  of  several 
acting  in  concert.  This  may  be  so  where  many 
do  no  more  than  one  is  supposed  to  do.  But 
numbers  may  annoy  and  coerce  where  one  may 
not.  Annoyance  and  coercion  by  many  may  be 
so  intolerable  as  to  become  actionable  and  pro- 
duce a  result  which  one  alone  could  not 
produce.  But  there  are  many  ways  short  of 
violence,  or  the  threat  of  it,  of  compelling 
persons  to  act  in  a  way  which  they  do  not 
like." 

He  thought  that  under  this  clause  the 
damage  that  would  result,  not  only  to 
trade  unions,  but  to  employers  and 
those  possessed  of  capital  must  recoil 
upon  the  workmen.  That  damage 
would,  in  his  judgment,  be  irretrievable. 
It  would  put  power  into  the  hands  of 
people,  honestly  actuated  no  doubt  by 
motives  which  were  wrong  and  of  which 
they  did  not  perceive  the  efiect,  who 
ought  not  to  be  entrusted  with  it.  It 
would  allow  them  to  do  illegal  acts  from 
which  misery  and  suffering  would  flow 
to  other  persons.  He  thought  he  had 
shown  that,  according,  to  the  opinion  of 
three  of  the  Commissioners  who  were 
gentlemen  of  great  ability  and  impar- 
tiahty,  there  was  an  error  in  saying  or 
believing  that  the  decision  in  the  Taff 
Vale  case  or  in  the  case  of  Quinn  v. 
Leathem  was  not  absolutely  right.  They 
had  shown  that  that  was  the  law  although 
people  might  not  have  generally  known 
that  it  was  the  law.  He  had  quoted 
opinions  which  showed  that  this  clause 
could  not  be  rendered  harmless  because 
the  tort  of  one  person  was  shared  by 
many.  He  had  shown  that  that  was  an 
illusion.  He  had  shown  that  the  clause 
gave  the  power  to  persons  to  combine 
for  a  perfectly  illegitimate  purpose  for 


the  doing  of  which  they  should  be 
prosecuted,  and  that  if  the  clause  were 
agreed  to  great  injury  would  be  cast 
upon  the  trade  and  industries  of  this 
country.  The  trade  and  industry  of 
this  country  were  not  in  too  good  a 
state  now. 

The     deputy  •  CHAIRMAN    (Mr 
Caldwell,  Lanarkshire,  Mid.)  pointed 
out   that  the  hon.    Member   must    not 
make    a    Second    Reading   speech    in 
Committee. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said  he 
was  only  talking  about  the  right  of  people 
to  combine  for  an  illegitimate  purpose.  If 
he  was  making  a  Second  Reading  speech 
he  should  be  entitled  to  refer  to  any 
other  clause  of  the  Bill  that  he  wished. 
He  ventured  to  affirm  that  there  was  not 
a  single  Mtmber  present  who  would 
get  up  and  prove  that  what  he  said  was 
wrong. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  he  had  listened 
to  this  debate  with  great  attention,and  he 
thought  the  question  raised  by  his  noble 
friend  was  an  absolutely  sound  one. 
If  the  intentions  of  the  Government  a* 
he  understood  them  were  put  into 
force,  it  would  still  be  possible  for  50) 
or  600  miners  in  a  particular  colliery 
to  leave  their  work  without  warning,  with 
the  result  that  if  the  colliery  became 
flooded,  and  £10,000  worth  of  damage  was 
done,  the  colliery  owner  would  have 
no  efiective  remedy.  Surely  it  would  be 
a  farce  to  suggest  to  him  that  his  remedy 
was  to  sue  separately  500  or  600  colliers 
for  breach  of  contract. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided — ^Ayes,  313 ; 
Noes,  33.     (Division  List  No.  282.) 


Abraham,  WiHiam  (Cork.  N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Bhondda) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Adkins,  W.  Byland  D. 

Apnew,  George  William 

Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Cliristchurch) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury. 


AYES. 

Baker,  Joseph  A.(Finsbury,  E.) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  J.  Emmott  (Somerset) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Bainaid,R  B. 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Earran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  8.) 
Beanmout,Hubert  (EsKtLoume 
Beaumont,  W.  C.  H.  (Hexham) 


Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  J.  Williams  (Devonp't 

^nn,  W.(T'w'rHamlete,S.Oeo. 

Berridfle,  T.  H.  D. 

BethelU  J.  H.  (Essex,  Romford) 

Bethell,  T.  B.  (Essex,  Haldon). 

Birrell,  Rt  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,ArthurW.(Bedfonlshire) 

Bolaad,  John 

BoltonT.  D.  (Derbyshire,  N.E. 
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BooHon,  A.  a  F.  (BaoiMy) 

Bnce,  WiOiMn 

Bramsdon.  T.  A. 

Brigg,  Jotu) 

Bri^t,  J.  A. 

^ocUehnnt,  W.  B. 

Brodie,H.CL 

Brooke,  Stopford 

BruDnT,  J.K.  £k(LAara.,  Leigh 

Bnmner,  Sir  John  T.  (Cheshire) 

Bryce^J.  A.  (InTemese  Burghs) 

Buclmutstor,'  Staaley  0. 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Burt,  Rt  Hon.  Thomaa 

Baxton,  Rt.Ha.SydneyCh4rle« 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cainu,  Thomas 

Cameron,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Chaaoe,  nederiek  William 

Cheatham,  John  Frederiek 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

CUncy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C  Goddard 

Cleland.  J.  W. 

Clough,  W. 

a7iies,J.  R. 

Goats,  Sir  T.  Glen  (Renfrew, W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Collins,  Stroben  (Lambeth) 

CaUinsjSirWmX(8.PaaofM,W. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

CorbeU,  A.  Cameron  (GlaafEOw) 

Garbett,aH.(Saasez,E.tirinst'd 

Coniirall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton.  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Oean,  Eagene 

C^emer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Ctoftfield,  A.  H. 

Goflinan,  J. 

Dslziel,  James  Henry 

Daries,  Timothy  (FnUiam) 

Di^y,  William 

Devar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dickinson.  W.H.(St.Pancra8,N. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Dolan,  CSiarles  Joseph 

Dnekworth,  James 

DBacan,C.(  Barrow-in-Furness) 

Dnncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 

Bona,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,  MaiorE.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards.  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibaok,  Master  of 

E.<uiionde,  Sir  Thomas 

Essex.  R.  W. 

Ere,  Harry  Trelawney 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Feowick.  Charles 

Fenia,T.R. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Rndlay,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Ouistopher 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
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Fiillerton,  Hugli 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

(M,A.IL 

Ginitell,!* 

01ads(oiM,Rt.Hn.HerbertJ  ohn 

O  lover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  (Jeorge  Peabody 

Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborongh) 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Hall,  IVedariet' 

Halpin,  J. 

Hammond,  John 

Haroonrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  TrdTil) 

Hardy.  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Hardy,  Laarence(Kent,Ashford 

Harmsworth.  Cecil  B.(Worc'r) 

Harrington,  Ti  mothy 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam.  James  (Derbyshire) 

Hawortli,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Henderson,  Arthn  r  (Durham) 

Heary,  diaries  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

HiUs,  J.  W. 

Hobhonse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Holden,  E.  Hopkinion 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hntton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde.  Clarendon 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Xuneaton) 

Jone8,Si  rl).  BrynniorlSwansea) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones, William  (Carnarronshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joy  re,  Michael 

Kearloy,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kennedy.  Vincent  Paul 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Layland-Barrstt,  Francis 

Lever,  A.  Levy  ( Essez,Harwich 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lk>yd-Gearge,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Maodooald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Maodonald,J.M.(FalkirkB'ghs 

Blaclean,  Donald 

MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  8. 

MacVeigh,Cbarles(Donegal,E. 

M'Callum,  John  M. 
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M'ljiren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
MlGckiiig,  Major  Q. 
Maddiaon,  IMerick  ';^ 
Msllet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield.  Harry  (Northants) 
Marks.G.  Croydon(Lannceston 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Massie,  J. 

Mastemian,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meenan,  Patrick  A. 
Mioklem,  Nathaniel 
Mond,  A. 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Montgomery,  H.  O. 
Mooney,  J.   J. 
Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
MoTgaa,J.LIoyd(Carmarthen) 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  CSeophas 
Mumagfaan,  George 
Murphy,  John 
Murray,  James 
Myer,  Horatio 

NicholBon,CharlesN.r  T>0Dca8t'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Nwman,  Heniy 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nossev,  Thomas  Willans 
Nutt^  Harry 

0'Brien.Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O'Connor ,Janies(Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  ( i\'alwortli) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Grady  J. 
O'Hare,  Patrick 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
(yShaugbneasy,  P.  „. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (SUffs.  Leek) 
Philipps,Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton) 
Philippe,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Dunran  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.E.(Edinb'gh,Ontral) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Rursell  (Gloucester) 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richards,  T.F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Rickett,  J.  O>mpton 
Roberts,  Chas.  H.  (Lmcoln) 
Roberta,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson,  Sir  G.Soott(Bradrd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robwn,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogws,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runoiman,  Walter 
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Russell,  T.  W. 

Katharford,  V.  H.(Bientford) 

Schwann,  C.  Bunosn  (Hyde) 

Schwann,SiTC.E.(M«nchp8ter) 

8coU,A.H.(AshtonunderLyne 

Sears,  J.  £. 

Seaverns,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Seely,  Major  J.  B. 

Shsckletoa,  David  James 

Shaw,  Bt.  Hon.  T.(Hawick,B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Simon,  John  Allsebrook 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

8inyth,Thoinas  F.  (Leitrim,S.) 

Snowden,  P. 

Scares,  Emast  J. 

Spioer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanger,  H.  Y. 

S  taaTey,Hn.A.Lyulph(Che8b.) 

Steadman,  W.  C 


{COMMONS} 

Stewart,  Halley  (Oreenock) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

St»ins8,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stnart,  James  (Sunderland) 

SolliTan,  Donal 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Thon)as,&irA.(61amorgan,E.) 

Thomasson,  I^«nklin 

Thorns,  William 

Toulmin,  George 

Tumour,  Viscount 

Ure,  Alexander 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

ViTian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Wallace,  Robert 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Iiee<'8,  S.) 

Welton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 

WardjJobn  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 
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Ward,WDudley(8outbampton 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Warner,  Thomas  Conrtenay  T. 

Wason,JohnCstbcM't(Orkney) 

Watorlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  H.  Anderson 

White,  J.  P.  (Dunbartonshire) 

White,  Luko  (York,  E.R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whitehead,  RowUnd 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Wil»8,  Thomss 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

Wills,  Arthur  Walters 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 

Wilson,  J.  H,  (Middlesbrongh) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoug^ton) 

Woodhouse,SirJ.T(Hud<for8f'd 

T«XBB8     VOB     THE       AYBS— 

Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


NOES. 


Baloarres,  Lord 

Baring.  Hon.  Guy(Winche8ter 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londondeny,N.) 
Beach,  Hn.  Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  CSive 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Visoonnt 
Cavendish,Rt.  Hn.  Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Ceoil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Craig,  Ohaa.C<wtis  (Antrim,  S.) 


Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Fell,  Arthur 

Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Forstor,  Henry  William 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hervey,r.W.P.  (BuryS.Edm'ds 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Petersfield ) 
Parkea,  Ebeneier    ^ 


Pea8e,Herbert  Pike  (Darlingtoa 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffleld.Eoclesall) 
Salter,  Arthur  Cnavell 
Smith,F.  £.  (LiverpooLWalton 
Valentia,  Visoonnt 
Williuns,  CoL  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 

Tbixkbs  for  thj  Nok« — Sir 
Frederick  Banbary  and  Mr. 
Rawlinsun.  • 


*Mr.  BOWLES  said  be  rose  to  move  the 
Amendment  which  stood  in  his  name  to 
insert  "  not  exceeding  three  "  aftcir  the 
word  "  persons."  The  clause  would  then 
read —  ^'t 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  one  or  more  persons, 
not  exceeding  three,  acting  on  their  own  be- 
half or  on  behalf  of  a  trade  union  in  contem- 
plation or  furtherance  of  a  trade  dispute,  to 
attend,  peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable  manner, 
at  or  near  a  house  or  place  where  a  person 
resides  or  works  or  carries  on  basiness  or 
happens  to  be,  if  they  so  attend  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  or  communicating  in- 
formation, or  of  persuading  any  person  to 
work  or  abstain  from  working." 

The  effect  of  that  Amendment  was 
sufficiently  clear  on  general  grounds  as 
it  stood,  but  he  hoped  the  dlommittee 
would  allow  him  to  suggest  shortly  one 
or  two  considerations  which  did  not 
appear  upon  the  surface,  but  which  ought 
to  influence  the  Committee  in  considering 
whether  this  Amendment  should  be 
adopted.  Hon.  Members  were  no  doubt 
well  aware  that  by  Section  7  of  the  Act 
of  1875  it  was  already  poswible  for  any 


number  of  persons  acting  on  their  own 
behalf  or  on  behalf  of  a  trade  union 
during  a  trade  dispute  to  attend  at  the 
various  places  mentioned  in  the  clause 
if  they  did  so  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
or  communicating  information.  But  it 
was  not  legal  so  to  attend  in  order 
to  persuade  anybody  to  work  or  not 
to  work  whether  peaceably  or  not. 
The  purpose  of  this  clause  was  to  allow 
peaceable  persuasion  in  that  way.  Now 
the  Committee  would  perceive  that  this 
procedure  which  was  to  be  legalised 
was  to  take  place,  in  the  words  of  the 
clause  itself,  "  peaceably  and  in"  a  reason- 
able manner,"  and  he  submitted  this 
Amendment  to  the  Committee  on  the  sole 
ground  that  it  or  something  like  it  was 
absolutely  necessary,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
in  order  that  there  should  be  some 
security,  at  any  rate,  by  the  insertion  of  a 
provision  in  this  clause  which  woald 
make  it  operate  in  a  "  peaceable  and 
reasonable  manner."  What  were  these 
persons   to  do  ?     They   were   to  nbt«in 
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and  coDiuiunicate  information  and  they 
were  to  peaceably  persuade   persons  to 
work  or  to  ab  itain  from  working.    What 
earthly  reason  could  there  be  for  a  large 
crowd  if  these  things  were  to  be  done 
in  a  peaceable  and  reasonable  manner  ? 
What  was  the  need  of  great  numbers  of 
persons  ?    Was  it  to  be  asserted  that 
two  or  three  men  of  the  highest  intelli- 
gence, because  they  were  the  men  who 
would    be    chosen,    were    incapable    of 
obtaining   or   imparting   information   in 
connection      with     a     trade     dispute  1 
Could  it  be  really  suggested  that  three 
persons  were  an  insufficient  number  to 
persuade  a  man  either  to  abstain  from 
working  or  to  work  so  long  as  that  per- 
suasion wasreally  to  be  peaceable?    He 
did  not  believe  that  any  hon.  Member 
would  suggest  that  three  persons  were 
not     amply     sufficient     for     either    of 
these    things.     He    had    endeavoured, 
but  was  unable  to  be  convinced  by  the 
arguments  that  would  probably  be  used 
against  him.     In  the  first  place  it  would 
be  said  that  if  the  number  of  men  who  were 
to  be  allowed  to  picket  was  limited,  they 
would     get     into      the     difiSculty     of 
whether  these  men  were  to  be  allowed 
to  attend  in  many  places  at  the  same 
time.      [Laughter.]      Hon.    Glentlemen 
laughed,    but    what    he    said    was    dis- 
tinctly what  he  meant ;    whether  these 
groups  of  two  or  three  persons  were  or 
were  not  to  be  allowed  to  attend  at  more 
than  one   place   at   the   same   moment. 
Whether  they  were  to  have  groups  of  two 
or  three  in  many  places  at  one  time,  or 
whether  there  were  to  be  confined  to  one 
place.    That  was  said  to  be  one  objection, 
but  there    was   really   nothing   in   that 
argument.     If    the     intention    of    this 
clause    was    that    these    two    or    three 
persons  might  not  go  alone  to  one  place, 
but  that  they   might   go    to   a   man's 
house  or  any  where  else   that   he  hap- 
pened to  ,be  at ;    that  if  they  could  not 
find  him  at  one  moment  they  might  have 
every  security  of  being  able  to  find  him  the 
next ;   then  there  was  no  limit  to  what 
tiey   might    do.    The    only    object    of 
limiting  the  number  of  persons  to  two  or 
three  was  to  ensure  that  what  was  really 
meant  should  be  carried  out,  and  that 
thia  clause   should   not  be  a  tolerable 
pretence,  and  that  such  information  as 
wag  imparted  might  be  imparted  in  a 
really  peaceable  and  reasonable  manner. 


Then  again  it  was  said  or  might  be  said 
that  this  Amendment  was  not  necessary 
because  any  proceeding  which  was  not 
peaceable    or    reasonable    was    already 
dealt  with  by  the   law.    He  earnestly 
wish  that  he  could  take  that  view.     He 
did  not  believe  any  hon.  Gentleman  on 
either  side  of  the  House  would  uphold  the 
kind  of  thing  which  was,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,   done — ^there  was  nobody  in   the 
Hooae  who  would  defend  many  things 
which  had  been  done  in  tihe  past.    Though 
he  was  sure  that  hon.  (Gentlemen  below 
the  gangway  would  do  all  they  could  to 
prevent  such  things  being  done,  there  was 
no  security  that  such  things  would  not  be 
done  again.    Take  an  instance  at  random. 
There  was  a  man  in  connection  with  the 
Taff  Vale  case,  a  man  named  Berry.    He 
started  for  work  on  August  20th  and 
he  was  met  by  four  pickets.      He  was 
told  not  to  go  to  work ;  that  nobody  else 
was  at  work ;    and    that    more  pickets 
were  waiting  for  him  at  the  Rhymney 
Gate,  and  he  was  afraid  and  went  home. 
He  put  it  to  the  Committee,  did  any  hon. 
Member  assert  that  things  should  go  on 
in  this  way  ?    If  they  did  he  had  nothing 
more  to  say,  but  if  they  did  not  let  them 
take  the  only  possible  course  and  accept 
his  Amendment  or  something  of  the  kind. 
The   truth   was   that   if   they    allowed 
indeterminate  numbers  of  men  to  attend 
at   any   place — at   a   man's   house,    or 
wherever  he   happened   to   be,    at   the 
entrance  of  works,  or  anywhere  else,  the 
mere  fact  that  they  did  attend  in  con- 
siderable numbers  was  in  itself  unreason- 
able and  likely  to  result,  without  anv 
overt  act,  in  intimidation.     He  himself 
would  have  been  profoundly  intimidated 
if  he  had  been  met  by  such  pickets,  and 
men  would  be  intimidated  if  other  men 
were  given  these  large  powers  to  be  used 
on  other  men  without  the  proper  control 
which  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway 
desired    to    exercise     and    who    really 
desired      that,      in     futxire,     picketing 
should  be  carried  out  in  a  peaceable  and 
reasonable    manner.    It    was    in    those 
circumstances    that    he    earnestly   sub- 
mitted that  such  an  Amendment  as  he 
suggested    was    really    necessary.     He 
begged  to  move. 


Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  pa^  1,  line  i;i,  al(«r  the  word  '  per- 
sons,' to  insert  the  wonlR  '  not  exceeding 
three."— (Afr.  Bowlet.) 
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Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  inserted." 

*8iR  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  hon. 
Member  had  expressed  what  he  was  siue 
was  the  desire  of  all.  He  was  anxious 
that  the  right  of  picketing,  which  was 
exercised  under  this  Bill,  should  not  be 
exercised  in  such  a  way  as  to  inspire 
terror  in  any  class  of  workpeople,  who 
might  not  agree  with  the  strike.  He 
had  suggested  that  that  object  would 
be  obtained  by  limiting  the  number  in 
a  way  most  likely  to  obtain  it,  and 
that  some  fixed  figure  mentioned  in 
the  Act  would  be  the  most  effectual 
limit  by  which  he  could  regulate  the 
number  of  the  picket.  The  answer  to 
the  hon.  Member's  argument  seemed  to 
be  that  any  figure  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee might  decide  would  be  sure  to  be 
inapplicable  to  some  conditions  which 
might  arise.  Let  them  take  his  maximum 
figure  of  three.  That  figure  certainly 
would  be  an  excessive  one  if  they  were 
dealing  with  a  very  small  works  with  a 
single  entrance,  in  which  case,  one  or 
certainly  two  men  would  be  amply 
sufficient.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they 
were  dealing  with  such  works  as  Arm- 
strongs, where  several  thousand  men  were 
employed,  and  where  there  wer:  several 
entrances  to  the  works,  it  woidd  be 
impossible  to  limit  the  figure  of  the 
picket,  and  say  they  must  not  employ 
more  than  three.  It  was  for  that  reason 
that  instead  of  employing  a  figure  the 
Government  sought  to  find  some  ex- 
pression which  would  restrict  this  right 
so  that  there  shotdd  be  no  abuse,  and 
they  had  put  in  the  words  "  peaceable 
and  reasonable."  If  the  right  was  to  be 
exercised  in  a  peaceable  and  reasonable 
manner,  a  reasonable  number  of  men  had 
to  be  employed  having  regard  to  the 
particular  case,  and  in  that  way  the  hon. 
Member's  purpose  was  served  in  a  better 
way  than  it  would  be  by  his  proposal  of 
three.  He  could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment 

VisoooNT  TURNOUR  said  he  had 
come  down  with  a  fairly  open  mind 
on  this  question,  having  something  like 
100,000  trade  unionists  in  his  division. 
Therefore,  he  was  not  biassed  in  any  way. 
Though  he  frankly  admitted  he  was  not 
very  familiar  with  the  Bill,  it  did  aeem  to 


him  that  this  Amendment  which  had 
been  moved  by  his  hon.  friend  was  entitled 
to  some  consideration  and  deliberation. 
A  person  approaching  the  Bill  with  an 
absolutely  open  mind  would  wonder  why 
there  was  any  objection  to  including  thu 
Amendment  in  it.    The  clause  read  thus : 

"  It  shall  be  lan-ful  for  one  or  more  persons, 
acting  on  their  own  behalf  or  on  behalf  of  the 
trades  union,  in  contemplation  or  furtherance 
of  a  trader  dispute,  to  attend  peaceably  and  in 
a  reasonable  manner  at  or  near  a  house  or 
place  where  a  person  resides  or  works  or 
carries  on  business  or  happens  to  be,  if  they  so 
attend  merely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaininir  or 
coinmnnicating  information  or  of  iiersaailin); 
any  person  to  work  or  abstain  from  working.' 

Approaching  that  with  an  open  mind 
one  would  like  to  ask  why,  if  the  clause 
allowed  persons  to  attend  peaceably  and 
in  a  reasonable  manner,  one  or  at  most 
two  should  not  be  able  to  do  that.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  possible  reason  why 
more  than  that  number  should  be 
allowed.  It  cotdd  not  be  maintained 
that  eight  or  ten  persons  would  be  any 
more  capable  of  communicating  or  im- 
parting information  or  persuading  any 
person  to  work  or  abstain  from  working 
than  two,  and  that  if  more  than  two  or 
three  attended  they  were  going  to  prevent 
by  some  force,  which  was  expressly 
against  the  meaning  of  the  clause. 
It  appeared  to  him  nothing  short  of 
monstrous  for  any  Bill  to  be  passed 
containing  any  clause  which  gave  power 
to  any  number  of  persons  to  attend  at  a 
person's  house  for  the  purpose  of  annoy- 
mg  him  in  any  possible  way,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  people  attending 
the  house  would  be  an  annoyance.  If  they 
were  going  to  allow  fifty  persons  to  be 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  picketing, 
the  chance  of  injury  being  done  to 
property  and  persons  was  infinitely 
greater  than  if  they  allowed  only  one  or 
two  to  attend.  He  could  not  conceive 
in  what  way  this  Amendment  was  against 
the  spirit  or  intention  of  the  Bill. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  most  admirable 
Amendment,  and  if  the  hon.  Member  went 
to  a  division  he  should  support  him  and  in 
saying  that  he  said  he  was  representing  the 
views  of  98  per  cent,  of  those  in  his 
constituency. 

*Mr.  PABEES  said  that  while;it  might 
be  possible  that  picketing  was  in  order 
until  it  became  intimidation  one  ootdd 
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quite  understand  that  when  100  men 
were  gathered  round  a  man's  house  that 
that  amounted  to  intimidation,  ^and 
nothing  less.  The  case  which  the 
Attomef-Oeneral  took  of  Armstrongs' 
works  was  a  very  extreme  case,  but  there 
were  any  number  of  cases  in  which  men 
woold  be  intimidated  for  all  practical 
purposes  by  such  a  gathering.  He 
could  quite  conceive  a  man  who  on 
leaving  his  house  in  the  morning  found 
it  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  100  persons 
being  intimidated.  As  he  understood, 
besetting  and  watching  was  not  legal. 
Now  would  an  action  like  that  be  besetting 
and  watching  ?  Because  they  had  here 
a  very  narrow  margin  between  peaceful 
persuasion  and  besetting  and  watching. 
As  the  Bill  now  stood  any  number  of 
persons  might  attend  whether  they  were 
connected  or  whether  they  were  uncon- 
nected with  the  dispute,  and  they  could 
attend  on  their  own  behalf  or  anybody 
else's  behalf  at  the  house  where  a  person 
resided  or  at  bis  place  of  business,  whether 
he  was  in  the  house  or  at  work  or  on  his 
way  to  work.  It  seemed  to  be  a  very  drastic 
provision  that  a  man  should  be  followed 
wherever  he  m'ght  go  and  that  he  might  be 
foUowed  for  days  and  weeks  and  perhaps 
for  months  during  the  period  of  a  strike. 
He  put  it  to  hon.  Members  if  they  were  in 
t  e  position  of  a  man  baing  watched  in 
t!.is  way  whether  they  would  say  it  was 
a  position  that  should  be  allowed.  If 
tiiat  was  the  case  it  carried  its  own  con- 
demnation with  it.  It  was  only  right 
to  set  some  limitation  on  the  number  of 
men  who  should  be  allowed  to  watch 
any  man  and  follow  him  about  in  this 
war.  He  thought  the  clause  in  this 
form  was  one  of  the  8tron<(est  objections 
one  coold  have  to  the  Rill. 

Mr.  F.  E.  SMITH  said  that  after  listen- 
iug  to  the  Amendment  and  having  given 
the  best  attention  he  could  to  the  observa- 
tions made  upon  it  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney-General,  he  would  say 
that  if  this  clause  had  dealt  and  dealt 
only  with  the  trade  unions — if  it  was  an 
exercise  of  these  powers,  though  its  defects 
were  great,  to  carry  out  peaceful 
picketing  at  a  man's  place  of  business 
where  he  was  to  be  subjected  to  the  pro- 
cess known  as  "peaceful  picketing," 
he  should  have  been  the  first  to  recognise 
the  weight  of  the  argument  of  the  learned 


Attorney  •  General,  that  if  the  pla?e  of 
buiness  had  as  many  as  twenty  or  thirty 
places  of  entrance  and  as  many  exits, 
the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  would 
be  futile  and  inoperative.  If  that  had 
been  the  fact  then  indeed  he  would  say 
the  fault  was  not  that  of  the  Amend- 
ment proposed,  but  of  the  looseness  and 
the  comprehensiveness  of  the  clause  for 
which  the  Government  had  made  them- 
selves responsible.  Thev  had  neither 
introduced  nor  proposed  t<»  intnxluce  any 
words  to  make  anv  distinction  whatever 
between  peaceful  picketing  at  a  place 
of  business  and  the  peaceful  picketing 
of  a  place  of  residence  which  was  in  every 
conceivable  sense  objectionable.  The 
clause  for  which  the  Government  had 
made  themselves  responsible  penuitt<>d 
a  picket,  the  numbers  of  which  were 
unlimited,  not  only  to  wait  outside  the 
numerous  e.vits  and  entrances  of  a 
place  of  business,  but  also  allowed  any 
number  of  men  bound  on  peaceful 
persuasion. 

♦Sir  JOHN  WALTON  :  Any  number 
of  men  would  not  be  reasonable. 

Mr.  F.  E.  SMITH  said  he  would  like  to 
test  that  problem  a  little  further.  He 
did  not  quite  appreciate  it.  The  proposi- 
tion was,  as  he  underst(M)d  it,  that  a 
number  of  men  were  desirous  of  working 
and  that  a  number  of  other  men  were 
desirous  that  they  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  work.  He  submitted  that  ten 
men  might  be  a  reasonable  number  of 
men  peacefully  to  persuade  men  who 
were  desirous  of  working  to  abstain  from 
working — a  hundred  men  would  not  be  a 
reasonable  number.  What  they  wanted 
in  this  case  was  not  a  statement  made 
in  debate  which  they  could  not  bring  before 
a  jury.  What  they  wanted  was  some 
legislative  signification,  some  legislative 
guarantee  introduced  into  the  Bill  that 
this  should  not  be  made  a  brutal  violation 
of  the  elementary  rights  of  those  who 
claimed — and,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Opposition  rightly  claimed — to  be  able 
to  sell  their  labour  in  the  best  market 
they  could  find  in  this  country.  When 
he  said  that  this  clause  as  introduced 
and  supported  by  the  Government  was 
a  brutal  violation  of  that  claim,  he  was 
not  confining  himself  to  the  a  priori 
argument.    There  was  the  evi  lence  which 
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was  given  before  the  Commission — a 
Commission  the  constitution  of  which 
had  not  been,  and  could  not  be,  im- 
peached in  this  House.  He  knew  per- 
fectly well  the  gravamen  of  the  objection 
advanced  below  the  Gangway.  It  was 
that  no  Labour  Member  sat  on  that 
Commission. 

The  chairman  said  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  not  be  entitled 
to  go  into  that  question. 

Mr.  F.  E.  smith  said  the  argument  he 
was  attempting  to  develop  was  that  some 
niunerical  qualification  was  necessary 
to  the  right  of  peaceful  picketing,  and 
he  was  abomt  to  support  that  contention 
by  arguments  from  evidencfe.  That  evi- 
dence had  never  been  challeneged,  and 
it  illustrated  the  beautiful  process  of 
"  peaceful  "  persuasion  that  would  be 
applied  under  the  provisions  of  this  clause 
if  there  was  no  such  limitation.  An 
instance  was  afforded  in  the  case  of  the 
strike  at  Aberamen  on  2nd  July,  1904, 
reported  on  page  125  of  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  before  the  Royal  Commission. 

The  chairman  asked  the  hon. 
Member  how  he  connected  his  quotations 
with  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  p.  E.  smith  said  the  quotations 
went  to  show  that  in  fact  "peaceful 
picketing"  was  pursued  by  a  larger 
number  of  men  than  the  limit  proposed. 
According  to  the  South  Wales  Daily  News 
of  10th  August  1904— 

"  A  non-UDion  man  was  turned  out  of  his 
lodgings  and  was  followed  by  a  good-humoured 
crowd  as  far  as  li'erndale  just  in  time  to  meet 
the  men  tliere  (joing  home  from  work,  and 
upon  the  non-uuonilt  being  recognised,  the 
chase  was  taken  up  by  the  Femdale  men.  The 
non-unionist,  however,  mauie  good  his  escape." 

Mr.  crooks  rose  to  order.  This 
was  not  a  case  of  picketing. 

The  chairman  ruled  that  the 
quotation  was  not  irrelevant. 

Mb.  F.  E.  smith  said  that  although 
he  fully  understood  the  objection  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  below  the  Gangway  to 
hear  the  evidence  that  was  called  before 
the  Commission,  he  proposed  to  remind 
him  of  it  in  even  greater  detail  so  long 

Mr,  F,  E.  Smith. 


as  he  kept  within  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 
The  next  case  was  the  Thamsi  Steam 
Company  strike  in  1900.  The  evidence 
in  that  case  would  commiid  itsjlf  to 
those  ^ho  still  believed  in  the  possibiUty 
of  peaceful  persuasion  when  exercised  by 
large  numbers  of  persons  at  the  expense 
of  small  numbers  of  persons.  He  under- 
stood from  the  position  that  was  taken  up 
below  the  gangway  that  it  was  suggested 
that  if  authorised  members  of  a  trade 
union  approached  a  man  and  reasoned  with 
him  on  the  basis  that  he  was  a  blackleg, 
that  was  peaceful  picketing.  In  the 
case  he  was  (][uoting  a  man  who  desired 
to  continue  his  work  was  met  by  mem- 
bers of  the  union  at  a  publio-house  at 
Shadwell  and  called  a  "  blackleg." 

Mr.  J.  WARD  suggested  that  the  case 
to  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  referring  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  of  picketing.  It  was  a  mere 
pothouse  squabble. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  asked  whether  it  was  not 
relevant  to  the  words  "at  or  near  a 
house  where  a  person  resides  or  works  or 
carries  on  business  or  happens  to  bet" 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  did  not 
think  he  could  rule  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  remarks  out  of  order 

Mr.  F.  E.  SMITH  ventured  to  think 
that  the  words  where  a  man  "  happens 
to  be "  which  the  Government  had 
introduced  into  their  Bill,  in  the  im- 
perfect state  of  modern  souiety,  were 
not  unlikely  to  mean  a  publio-house. 
He  could  give  evidence  to  that  effect 
if  necessary  if  any  of  the  cases  he  had 
quoted  were  challenged  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway.  The  effect  of 
the  evidence  referred  to  was  that 
wherever  there  had  been  a  strong  at- 
tempt on  behalf  of  trade  unionists  to 
prevent  non-union  men  working,  this 
form  of  picketing  had  been  a  form  of 
persuasion  which  had  natuarally  led  to 
violence,  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
would  be  extremely  unwise  of  this 
Committee  to  allow  men  in  future  to 
exercise  their  powers  of  persuasion  in 
that  way.  It  was  not  merely  as  if  the 
proposal  were  confined  to  the  place  of 
business  in  which  the  man  affected  was 
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working.    If  that  were  so  there  might 
be  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  it,  but  it 
was   a,    numerical    limitation.    No   one 
tuuiliar    with     the    working   classes    of 
this  country    would    refuse    to     accept 
this  general  proposition  that  they  were 
not  giving  a  man  a  fair  chance  of  exer- 
oisng  an  independent  judgment  as  to 
whether  he   would   work   or   not  at   a 
]»TticuIar  place   when    they  entitled  a 
crowd  of  men  numbering  between   100 
and  150  to  proceed  to  violence  when  their 
object  had   not  been  immediately  satis- 
fied.   No  member  of  this  House  would 
aav  that  they  were   taking   a   step   in 
the  direction    of   individual    choice    or 
the  freedom    of  judgment  of  the  work- 
ing men     of    this  country    as   to    the 
market  in  which  they  should  sell  their 
labour   by    authorising    by   law     men, 
whose    interests    were    not    necessarily 
the  interests  of  the  whole  of  the  working 
classes  and .  'whose  only  object  was  to 
force  as  many  men  a«  they  could  into 
the  ranks  of  organised  labour  as  contrasted 
with  unorganijsed  labour  to  indulge  in, 
violence  of  thia  kind.     This  clause  would 
allow  a  crowd  of  men  to  go  not  only  to  a 
workman's  place  of  business  but  to  his 
house,  where  his  wife  and  children  were, 
in  order  to  induce  him  by  acts  of  this  kind 
to  cease  working  at  the  place  where  he 
was  earning  his  livelihood.     During  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  introduced  by 
an  hon.  Member  below  the  gangway  it  was 
'^ted  that  trades  unionists  had  not  enough 
men  to  go  in  such  large  numbers  in  order 
to  enforce  peaceful  persuasion.     The  hou. 
Member    said    they    would    only    have 
perhaps  two  or  three  or  four  or  five  men 
for   this    purpose,    and    ridiculed    the 
•sumption      that     they     might     have 
100  men  at  their  disposal  to  attempt  to 
enforce   peaceful    persuasion.     The   evi- 
dence given  before  the  Royal  Commission 
showed  that  over  and  over  again  not  only 
had  large  and  inordinate  numbers  of  men 
gone  to  the  places  of  business  at  which 
non-union  men  were  working,  but  large 
numbers  had  gone  to  the  houses  at  which 
non-union  men  resided  and  had  exercised 
the  most  brutal  intimidation  in  order  to 
get  those  men  to  leave  their  employment. 

Mk.  SHACKLETON  said  he  could 
not  regard  the  statements  which  had 
jost  been  made  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Liverpool  as  facts. 

VOL  CLXII.     [FOUKTH  SBBUtS.] 


The  Attorney-General  had  really  shown 
that  any  such  limitation  of  numbers  was 
an    absunlity.    To    suggest    that   three 
could  pea<!efully  picket  was  an  absurdity, 
and  the  hon.  Member  himself  had  ad- 
mitted that  three  would  be  out  of  the 
I  question  to  picket  peaceably  in  hundreds 
'  of    cases    in    this    country.    He    could 
I  understand  the  anxiety  of  hon.  Members 
i  sitting   on    the   Opposition   side   of   the 
I  House  if  all  these  cases  had  to  be  settled 
by  a  bench  of  magistrates  composed  of 
Labour  men  or  of  judges  belonging  to  the 
labouring  class,  but  when  all  these  points 
had  to  be  settled  by  men  who  were  far 
removed    from    the  workmen's  position 
surely  hon.  Members  could  place  su£B- 
rient  trust  in  them  to  decide  what  was 
peaceful  and    reasonable  when    dealing 
with    trade   disputes.  The   Courts  were 
composed  of  men  of  their  own  class,  and 
it  was  entirely  unnecessary  to  insert  any 
further  restriction    in  the  clause.    The 
statement  that  they  had   the  right  of 
cross-examination  in  regard  to  the  evi- 
dence was  as  far  from  the  truth  as  it 
could  possibly  be.    On  the  contrary  the 
Labour  Party  asked  for  that  right  and 
repeatedly    asked    for    it,      and    were 
refused    it.      On  the    other    hand    the 
employers  were  granted  that  right  by 
having  one  of  their  own    class   placed 
upon    the    Commission.     Therefore    the 
statement  that  they  had  a  right  to  cross- 
examine    witnesses    was    absurd.    The 
hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  had  quoted  a 
host   of  cases   of   what   he   had   calle<l 
peaceful    persusaion    in    which    violence 
was   used,   but  there  was  not  a  single 
instance  which  it  would  not  be  illegal  to 
do  if  this  Bill  were  passed.     That  was 
his  answer  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Liverpool's  charge  that  Labour 
Members     wanted     peaceful     persuasion 
in  anything  like  the  terms  which  he  had 
put  before  the  House.    It  would  be  a 
deplorable  thing  when  they  had  got  to 
that  point  to  engage  in  such  proceedings 
without   running   the   risk   of  the   con- 
sequences of  their  own  actions.    If  one 
man  chose  of  his  own  free  will  to  assist 
three  of  his  colleagues  to  picket,  to  say 
they  should  be  in  the  clutches  of  the  law 
was    absurd.    They    knew    why    that 
number    was    put    there.     They    could 
appoint  three  men  as  a  tratte  union,  but 
they  had  no  control  whatever  over  the 
employer,  who  might  send  another  three 
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men.  He  knew  cases  where  this  had  heen 
done,  and  therefore  they  were  not  going 
to  have  any  limitation  of  this  character. 
They  trusted  to  the  reasonable  action 
of  the  men,  and  they  left  it  to  those  in 
charge  of  the  administratiou  of  the  law 
to  say  whether  they  had  broken  the  law 
or  not.  He  hoped  there  woidd  be  no 
attempt  made  to  fasten  upon  them  ilny- 
thinglike  a  limitation  of  this  description. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  there  was 
no  desire  that  anything  should  be 
legalised  in  the  shape  of  intimidation. 
What  had  been  said  by  the  learned 
Attorney-General  might  be  so  in  the 
case  of  certain  strikes,  but  he  would 
like  to  call  to  mind  the  case  of  the  dock 
strike.  In  that  case  he  could  quite 
imagine  that  the  limitation  of  the 
pickets  to  the  number  of  three  would  be 
quite  impracticable,  but  if  they  agreed 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  limitation 
except  such  as  would  prevent  intimida- 
tion surely  they  ought  to  be  able  to 
frame  words  to  make  that  perfectly 
clear  before  the  Committee,  and  what 
he  had  intervened  for  was  to  ask 
whether  the  Attorney  -  General  was 
prepared  to  accept  an  Amendment 
upon  this  point  which  stood  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Maidstone, 
which  proposed  to  insert  in  line  16,  after 
the  word  "  manner  "  the  words,  • "  and 
in  such  manner  as  are  not  calculated  to 
cause  intimidation."  That  seemed  to 
him  to  be  exactly  what  everybody 
appeared  to  desire,  and  that  would  leave 
it  open  to  any  person  carrying  on  the 
strike  to  add  any  number  they  liked  so 
long  as  those  numbers,  per  se,  were  not 
calculated  to  cause  intimidation.  That 
was  the  way  in  which  they  ought  to 
limit  this  enactment,  and  it  would  be  in 
the  direction  of  the  views  expressed 
during  this  debate.  Therefore,  he  asked 
the  learned  Attorney-General  whether  ho 
considered  what  he  had  suggested  a 
reasonable  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 

'^Mr  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) 
said  he  \mderstood  the  Attorney-General 
to  say  that  he  considered  the  numbers 
would  be  necessarily  reasonable  because 
the  word  reasonable  had  been  intro- 
duced. He  gathered  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney- General  was  of  opinion 

^fT.  Shacklelon. 


that  he  did  not  wish  in  this  Bill  that  any 
numbers  should  be  employed  which 
tended  in  the  direction  of  intimidation. 
He  questioned  whether,  owing  to  the  loose 
drafting  of  this  clause,  his  intention 
would  be  carried  out  because  the  words 
of  the  Bill  were — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  one  or  moi» 
persons,  acting  on  their  own  behalf  or  on 
behalf  of  a  trade  union,  in  contemplation 
or  furtherance  of  a  trade  dispute,  to 
attend,  peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable 
manner." 

He  did  not  think  that  the  words  "  in  a 
reasonable  manner"  necessarily  applied 
to  the  number  at  all,  but  they  applied  to 
the  manner  of  behaviour.  At  any  rate 
it  was  a  doubtful  point  and  open  to 
that  interpretation.  That  being  so 
it  was  most  desirable  to  introduce 
some  such  words  as  those  which  stood 
in  the  name  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Maidstone.  He  hoped  the 
learned  Attorney-General  would  clearly 
explain  to  the  Committee  exactly  what 
he  considered  was  the  meaning  of  the 
words  "  in  a  reasonable  manner' ' 


*SiR  JOHN  WALTON  said    he  did 
not    assume    that    such    extraordinary 
things     as     those      which     had     been 
put  forward  could  possibly  occur.     This 
was  a  right  to   be  exercised  by  trade 
unions  and  it  was  for    all   the   unions 
to  persuade  men  to  join  their  ranks  in  a 
reasonable    manner.     It    therefore    con 
templated  the  collective  action  '  of   the 
union,  and  that  collective  action  must  be 
peaceably  and  reasonably  exercised.     He 
had  no  objection  to  say  that  the  right 
should  be  exercised  in  a  reasonable  man- 
ner and  by  a  reasonable  number.     He  did 
not  think  that  the  expression  added  to  tbe 
strength  of  the  clause,    because    in   his 
ooinion  the  words  "  reasonable  manner  " 
also  governed  the  question  of  numbers, 
but  he  did  not  at  the  moment  see  any 
objection  to  saying  that  it  should  also  be 
by    "a    reasonable  number,"    and    he 
would  certainly  consider  that  point. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  thought  the  state- 
ment that  the  Attorney-General  had 
made  was  a  very  fair  one,  and  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned  he  should  advise  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Amendment. 
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Mb.  F.  E.  smith,  as  a  personal  ex- ; 
planation,  said  he  should  just  like  to  say  ' 
a  word  in  reference  to  what  was  said  by  ' 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  efiect  that  the  j 
Labour  Members  had  the  power  of  cross- ' 
examination  before  the  Ck>mmi88ion.    He 
was  very  sorry  that  it  had  been  thought 
that  he  somewhat  misled  the  Committee. 
[Cries  of  "No,  no!"]    He  should  like  i 
to  say  what  was  in  my  mind  at  the  time. 

I 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  am  afraid  1 
cannot  allow  that.  The  whole  question 
is  entirely  out  of  order.  In  fact  the 
hon.  Member's  first  reference  to  it  was 
also  out  of  order. 

Hb.  BOWLES  said  that  after  the  very 
sympathetic  manner  in  which  this  Amend- 
ment had  been  received  by  the  Attorney- 
General  and  in  view  of  his  promise  to 
meet  them  ap<m  the  Report  stage,  he 
hoped  tiie  Committee  would  give  him 
permission  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment 
was  refused. 


Mk.  KEIRHARDIE(Mer«iiyr  TydvU) 
hoped  the  Attorney-General  would  con- ; 
ader  this  matter  very  seriously  before ' 
m&ldng  any  farther  concession.  [Oppo- 
sition cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  "  and  laughter.] 
This  might  be  a  matter  for  amusement 
with  some  hon.  Members,  but  it  was 
not  a  matter  of  amusement  with  them. 
The  clause  as  drafted  was  already 
an  exceedingly  dangerous  one  from 
the  point  of  view  of  those  who  desired 
to  conduct  picketing  in  a  perfectly 
reasonable  maimer,  i'hey  had  had  ex- 
perience to  show  that  any  loophole  of 
the  kind  provided  by  the  words  "  peace- 
able and  reasonable  manner  "  was  used 
to  make  picketing  impossible  altogether. 
He  only  rose  to  say  that  they  objected, 
not  because  they  desired  picketing 
which  was  either  unreasonable  or  not 
peaceable,  but  because  they  objected 
to  the  proposal  as  it  stood,  and  their 
objection  to  the  present  wordis  would  be 
voy  much  strengthened  if  the  clause 
was  to  be  further  weakened  in  the 
way  suggested  by  tjie  learned  Attomey- 
GoieraL  Therefore  he  hoped  that 
the    hon.      and      learned      Gentleman 


would  not  too  readily  either  give  a 
promise  or  agree  to  the  insertion  of 
words  which  would  make  picketing  even 
more  difficult  in  the  future  than  it  was 
at  the  present  moment. 

♦Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  upon  this 
point.  What  he  said  was  that  accord- 
ing to  his  view  at  present  the  words 
"  reasonable  manner  "  must  have  regard 
to  the  number  of  men  employed,  but  he 
stated  that  he  would  consider  between 
this  and  the  Report  stage  whether  the 
introduction  of  a  limit  of  number  into 
the  construction  of  reasonableness  would 
strengthen  the  clause,  and  if  so  he  would 
prepare  and  introduce  words  for  tiiat 
purpose.  It  must  be  understood,  how- 
ever, that  he  did  not  give  any  explicit 
pledge. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  said  the  Attorney- 
General  had  now  stated  what  he  intended 
to  say  and  he  accepted  what  he  had  said. 
He  had  told  them  that  reasonable  num- 
bers  would   avoid   intimidation   and  he 
had  promised  that  even  if  his  own  view 
was  right  and  was  included  in  "  reasonable 
manner  "  he  would  not  object  to  make 
it  perfectly  clear  by  the  insertion  of  the 
words     "  reasonable    number."     Those 
words  were  the  words  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Maidstone,  and  it  was 
the  Attorney-General  himself  who  sug- 
j  gested  "  reasonable  number."     Of  course 
I  he  could  not  now  go  behind  what  the 
Attorney-General  said,  but  he  hoped  he 
I  woidd  see  his  way  to  make  the  matter 
[  perfectly  clear  by  putting  into  the  Bill 
I  what   he   said    was   his    own    intention 
I  that  this  great  power  should  only  be 
'  exercised   by  a   reasonable   number.    It 
must  be  apparent  to  the  whole  Committeo 
that  no  matter  in  what  manner  the  power 
was  given  if  10()  men  went  in  a  perfectly 
peaceable  way  smoking  round  the  door 
of  the  house  of  one  man  that    per   se 
was       intimidation.     He      hoped      the 
Attorney-General  in  consequence  of  the 
speech  which  had  been  made  from  below 
the    gangway    would    not    in   any  way 
detract  horn  what  he  had  already  said, 
but  would  really  put  in  those  words.    He 
was  sure  he  wished  to    act  impartially 
between  the  parties  concerned  upon  this 
fOint. 
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*Mr.  RUFUS  ISAACS  hoped  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
hesitate  very  much  before  accepting  the 
suggestion  which  had  been  made.  They 
had  already  introduced  the  words  "  peace- 
ably and  in  a  reasonable  manner,"  and 
he  was  quite  sure  that  those  familiar 
with  the  way  in  which  those  words  ha^ 
been  interpreted  in  the  Courts  and  with 
the  question  of  whether  an  act  was  done 
in  a  reasonable  manner  or  not,  which 
would  have  to  be  determined  by  a  jury, 
would  not  have  any  hesitation  in  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  those  words  were 
quite  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  points 
which  had  been  raised  in  the  debate. 
If  as  his  right  hon.  friend  said  just  now 
100  men  were  standing  outside  waiting 
for  one  man  who  was  inside  he  did  not 
suppose  there  would  be  anyone  who 
would  hesitate  to  say  that  that  would  be 
found  to  be  not  attending  "  peaceably 
and  in  a  reasonable  manner."  [Cries  of 
"  Why  "  1]  In  the  case  of  these  100  men 
standing   outside   a  house    smoking    it 


had  been  suggested  that  they  were 
standing  outside  in  a  manner  amounting 
to  intimidation,  and  that  was  not  peace- 
ably and  in  a  reasonable  manner.  There- 
fore, that  case  was  covered  by  the  words 
in  this  clause.  He  hoped  that  they  would 
not  have  any  further  difficulty  and  com- 
plications introduced  by  the  insertion  of 
words  which  would  only  give  rise  to 
greater  trouble,  and  more  litigat'on. 

.  Two  hon.  Members  rose  to  continue  the 
discussion,  but 

The  Attorney  -  Gbnehal  rose  in 
his  place  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That 
the  question  be  now  put."  [Cries  of  "  Oh, 
oh  "  and  "  Gag  "  from  the  Opposition 
benches.] 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  319  ; 
Noes,  49.    (Divison  List  No.  283.) 


AYES. 


Abnham,  William  (Cork,N.E 
Abraham,  William  (Rbondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agnew,  Qeorge  William 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.Acland(CIiristchuTch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Asqnith,Bt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Heir 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Fin8bury,E.) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  John  £mmott(Somer8. 
Barlow,  Percy  (B^ford) 
Bamud,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  O.  N. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,Hubert(  Eastbourne 
Beaumont,  W.C.B.(Hoxham) 
Bell,  Richard 
Bellairs,  Carlson 
Benn,  SirJWilliams(Devonp'rt 
Benn,  W.(T'w'rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bethell,  J.H.(E8aex,  Romford) 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  MaMon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 


Black,  ArthurW.(Bodfordshite) 
Boland,  John 

Bolton,  T.D.(Dorbyshire,N.E.) 
Boulton,  A.  0.  F.  (Ramsey) 
Brace,  William 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
BrocklehuTst,  W.  B. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Bruimer,  J.  V.  L.(LancB., Leigh) 
Bryce,J.A.(InTeme88Burgh8) 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton.Rt.Hn.SydnoyCharles 
Byles.  William  Pollard 
Cairns,  Thomas 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
0au8ton,Rt.  Hn.  Richard  Knight 
Chance,    Frederick   William 
Chcetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R  R. 
Churchill,  Winston  Sponoor 
Clancy,  John  JoeepE 
Clarke,  C  Goddard 
aeland,  J.  W. 
aough,  W. 
aynes,  J.  R. 

0oat8,SirT.Glen(Renfrew.W.) 
Cobbold,  FeKx  Thomley 


Cogan,  DonisJ. 

Collins,  Stephen  (T^mbeth) 

Collins,  SirWm.J(S.PM»ora8,  W 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(Sussex,E.Griiist'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemoath 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Delany,  William 

Uewar,  Arthur  (Edinbnrgb.K. ) 

Dickinson,  W.H(S.Panora8,  N.) 

Dilke,  Ht.  Hon.  Sir  Charlen 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Dolan,  Charles  Joseph 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumeea 

Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  OUey) 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,MajorE.Martin(Wala»l] 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigb) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Essex,  R.  W. 
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Ere,  H»ny  Trelawney 

Farrell,  Jsraes  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ftocits.T.R. 

Ffrencb,  Pot«r 

FindUy,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

flyim,  James  Christopher 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Freeman-Thumas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  Jdba  Michael  F. 

Fnlloton,  Hugh 

GiblH  Jamas  (Harrow) 

Gill.  A.  H. 

Ginnell,  L. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbwt  John 

Glorer,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Uoocb,  Ueorge  Peabody 

Utanl,  Currie 

Gkcenwood,  O.  (Peterborough) 

Grey,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Qnllaad,  John  W. 

UtW,  Frederick 

Ualpin,  J. 

Hammond,  John 

Uarroart,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewi-i 

Hudie  J.  B:Mr(MerthyiTyd7ll 

Etrdy,  Qenge  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.(Woro'r) 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haalam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

fiaiel.  Dr.  A.  E. 

Haileton,  Richard 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Hendeison,Arthnr  (Durham) 

Hniy,  Chart  <«  8. 

Kigbim,  John  Sharp 

BtSiart,  Sir  Robert 

Hodge,  John 

HogMi,  Michael 

HoUen,  E.  Hopkinaon 

Homiman,   Emslie  John 

Hodwm,  Walter 

Unlton,  Alfred  Eddisoo 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

lUingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Ruf  us  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  U. 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Jardiue,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kmrfey,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

KeUey,  George  D. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knnteford) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

lamoert,  George 

Lament,  Norman 

Uw,  Hu^  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lay  land- Barrail,  Francis 
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Lever,  ALeyy(E8aex,Harwioh) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Kt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lnndon,  W. 

Maodonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Maodonald,,<  .M.(FalkirkB'ghs 

Maclean,  Donald 

MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S. 

MacVeigb,Charle»(l)onegal,E. 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Lareii,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Mloking,  Major  G. 

Maddiaon,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northauts) 

Marks,  G.  Croydon(Launceston 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  £.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masierman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,  Patrick  A. 

Mioklem,  Nathaniel 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  £.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 

Morve,  L.  L. . 

Morton,    Alpheos    deophas 

Murnaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholson,CharlesN.(Doncaat'r 

Nolan,  Joeeph 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  WiUiam 

Nussey,  Thomas  WiUans 

NutUU,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 

0'Connor,Jamcs  (Wicklow,  W.) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildaro,  N.) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'DonneU,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

ULtounell,  T.  (Keiry,  W.) 

U'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Hare,  Patrick 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

U'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  Jamce  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

I'lLulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearco,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Philipps,Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton) 

Philippe,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Piokersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirio,  Duncan  V. 

PoUard,  Dr. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh.Central) 

Kaiuy,  A.  Holland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
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ReHdy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Watorford) 

Redmond,  William  (dare) 

Richards,  T.  F.  (Wolverh'mptn 

Richardson,  A. 

Riokett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Linooln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robertson,  SirG.Scott(Bradrrd 

Robertson,  J.  M  (Tyneside) 

Robaon,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 

Rose,  (Charles  Day 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Scarisbriok,  T.  T.  L. 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Sohwann,Sir  C.E.  (Manchester) 

Scutt,.\.H.(AsliUm  underLyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavernn,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

iSeely,  Major  J.  B. 

Shaokleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Siniun,  John  Allsebrook 

Smeaton,  Donald  Maokeneit- 

.Smytli,ThoiiiaM  K.  (ljeitrim,S.) 

Snowden,  P. 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh, 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Thomas,Sir  ^(Glamorgan,  £.) 

Thomanson,  Franklin 

Thomp8on,J.W.H.(Someraet,E 

Thome,  William 

Toulmin,  George 

Ure,  Alexander 

Verney,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  Dc  R.  (Leicester) 

Waliii,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Lce<!s,S. 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 

WartI,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 

Ward.W  DudleytSoutliampton 

Wardlc,  George  J. 

Wason,  John  Cathoart(  Orkney 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  H.  Anderson 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meatii,  North 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

WhiUey.  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Wiles,  Thomas 
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Wilkie,  Alezaader 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.B.) 
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Wilson,  J.  H.  (Aliddlesbrough) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Wcsthoughton) 
Woodhou8e,SirJT.(Huddorsfd 
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TSLLBBS   FOB  THB   AtBS — Hr. 

Whiteley    and    Mr.    J.    A. 
Poase. 


NOES. 


Aubroy-Flotcher,  Bt.  Hn.  SirH. 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Baring,  Hon.  Guy  (Winchester) 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Lond  onderry,N.) 
Beach,  Hn.MichaelHugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castleroagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

CavendiBh,Rt.Hon. Victor  C.W 
Cecil,  Erelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Oecil,  Lord  R.  (llarylebone,  E.) 
Corbett,  A.Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Craig,  CSiarles  Curtis(Antrim,S 


Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Douglas,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Akors 

Fell,  Arthur 

Finch,  Bt.  Hon.  George  H. 

Fletcher,  J.  S. 

Haddock,  George  B. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Hardy,Laurenoe  (Kent,Ashford 

Hervey,  F.WF(BuryS.Edm'ds 

Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hunt,  Bowland 

Keswick,  William 

Lambert,  George 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 

Lyttelton,  Bt  Hon.  Alfred 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Morpeth,  Visoonnt 


Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Petersficld) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Bawlinson,  John  Frederick  P. 
Boberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  Ecclesall 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Smith,F.  E.(Liverpool,  Walton) 
Starkey,  John  B 
Talbot,Bt.Hn.J.G.(OxrdUniT) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tumour,  Visoonnt 
Williams,  Col.  B.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wortley.Bt  Bon.  C.  B.  Stuari- 

Tsu^xtts  roB  THs  Non — 
Viscounb  Valenlia  and  Mr. 
Forster. 


Question,  "That  the  words  'not  ex- 
ceeding three'  be  there  inserted,"  put 
accordingly,  and  negatived. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  moved  to  report 
Progress.  They  had  been  in  the  House, 
he  said,  since  twelve  o'clock :  it  had 
been  a  long  and  tiring  day ;  and  at 
that  late  hour  it  was  not  worth  while 
going  on  with  another  Amendment. 


Mr.  SHACKLETON  asked  the  Patron- 
age Secretary  when  the  Government 
proposed  to  take  the  Bill  again. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Pudsey)  said  it  was  rather 
difficult  to  say.  The  Government  were 
very  anxious  that  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Bill  shotJd  be  finished  before 
the  holidays.  The  Bill,  however,  could 
not  be  taken  before  Friday,  but  it 
would  be  put  down  as  the  first 
order  on  that  day  and,  if  necessary, 
the  House  would  sit  till  eleven  o'clock  to 
discuss  it.  If  the  Committee  stage  was 
not  finished  by  eleven  o'clock  on  Friday 
night  the  House  would  have  to  devote 
a  good  many  hours  to  it  on  Saturday. 
And  should  the  Committee  stage  be  still 


unfinished  he  was  afraid  it  would  have  to 
go  over  to  October. 

Sir  E.  CARSON:  Might  I  suggest 
that  we  should  sit  on  Sunday  ? 

Me.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  said  he 
was  afraid  the  rules  of  the  House  did  not 
permit  them  to  do  so.  [Cries  of  "  Yes 
they  do."]  If,  however,  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill  was  not  concluded  on 
Saturday  night  the  Government  must 
seriously  consider  the  question  of  taking 
it  on  the  Monday  of  the  following  week. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress;  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Sir  Edward 
Carton) — ^put,  and  agreed  to. 


Committee    report     Progress;  to 
again  upon  Monday  next. 


sit 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion   made,    and    Question,  "That 
this  House  do  now    adjourn  until  To- 
morrow." —  Mr.     Whiteley)  —  put,     and 
agreed  to. 

Adjourned   accordingly    at    five 
minutes       before       Elevsn 

o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Saturday,  28th  July,  1906. 


The  House  met  at  Tvelve  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Perth  Corporation  Gas  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill.  "  To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  the  Private  Legislation 
;^  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating 
J  to  Perth  Corporation  Gas,"  presented 
^  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  and  ordered  ^under 
i  Section  7  of  the  Act)  to  be  considered 
I  upon  Monday  next. 


J  Inverclyde  Bequest  Order  Confinna- 
,  tion  Bill.  "  To  confirm  a  Provisional 
I  Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 
I  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating 
i  to  the  Inverclyde  Bequest,"  presented 
>«  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  and  ordered  (under 
I  Section  7  of  the  Act)  to  be  considered 
^  apon  Monday  next. 
« 
V  


PETITIONS. 


BETTING  AND  GAMBLING. 
Petition  from  West  Ham,  for  legisla- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
Hf-  BILL. 

Petitions  against;  From  Deddington; 
and  Oasington ;  to  lie  apon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL  (RELIGIOUS  TEACHING.) 

Petition  from  Prestwich,  agaioat  altera- 
tion of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Two  Petitions  from  St.    Helens,  for 
alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POISONS.      AND      PHARMACl'      BILL 
[LORDS.] 

Petitions  from  Sunderland,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL  CLXn.    [Fourth  Series.] 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 
Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-fifth  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Local  (jroverament  Board, 
1905-6 [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  BOARD. 

Copy  presented,  of  Second  Annual 
Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March  1906  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ALKALI,  ETC..  WORKS  REGULATION 
ACTS,  1881  AND  1892. 

Copy  presented,  of  Forty-second  Annual 
Beport  on  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  by  the 
Chief  Inspector,  being  for  1906  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[No.  289.] 

FACTORY     AND     WORKSHOPS    ACTS 
(PERIOD  OF  EMPLOYMENT). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  dated  24th 
July,  1906,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  pursu- 
ance of  Section  36  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  revoking  on  Order 
of  the  12th  January,  1884,  and  granting 
a  special  exception  as  regards  the  period 
of  employment  of  women  and  young 
persons  in  Factories  in  the  county  of 
London,  in  which  letterpress  bookbinding 
is  carried  on  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

FACTORY    AND     WORKSHOPS     ACTS 
(PERIOD  OF  EMPLOYMENT). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order,  dated  24th 
July,  1906,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  in  pursu- 
ance of  Section  36  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  revoking  certain 
previous  Orders,  and  granting  a  special 
exception  for  a  period  of  one  year  as 
regards  the  hours  of  employment  of 
women  and  young  persons  in  certain 
classes  of  Factories  and  Workshops  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CIVIL   SERVANTS    (RETIREMENT   AT 
THE  AGE  OF  SIXTY -FIVE). 

Betum    presented,     relative     thereto 

(ordered  27th  July ;  Mr.  McKenna] ;  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  290.] 

H 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE   VOTES. 


Scottish     Churches     Oommissioa— Sug- 
gested Interim  Beport. 

Sib  T.  glen-coats  (Renfrewshire, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  can  now  make  a  statement  as 
to  the  date  of  the  Beport  of  the  Scotvish 
Churches  Commission;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the 
delay,  the  Commission,  though  not  yet 
able  to  rpport  on  all  congregational  pro- 
perty, will  issue  an  interim  Report  deal- 
ing with  general  Church  property. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  cannot  do 
better  than  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the 
full  statement  made  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Scottish  Churches  Commission  in 
another  place,  on  the  20th  instant,  t 

Date  of  Transfer  of  Treasnry  Official  to 
Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  STAVELEY  HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kinnwinford) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  on  what  date  the 
transfer  of  officials  from  the  Board  to  the 
Treasury,  in  respect  of  Clause  25  of  the 
Education  Bill  will  take  place. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  I  have  at 
present  no  information  to  give  on  the 
subject. 

Madras  Estates  Land  Bill. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Lidia 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Madras 
Estates  Land  Bill,  now  before  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  of  the  Governor  of  Madras,pro- 
vides  that  every  ryot  now  in  possession, 
or  who  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  to 
possession,  of  public  cultivable  land  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  a  permanent  right  of 
occupancy  in  his  holding ;  whether  Lord 
Hartington  and  Lord  Kimberley  vetoed  a 
similar  provision  when  proposed  for 
Bengal ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  ensure  that  the  distinction 
between  resident  or  permanent,  and  non- 
resident or  temporary,  cultivator  is  didy 
considered  before  the  Bill  in  its  present 
shape  is  passed  into  Law. 

i  Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.)  The 
,  since  its  introduction  into  the  Madras 

t  S«e  (4)  Debate*,  clxi.,  669  et  teq. 


Legislative  Council  in  March  1906,  has 
undergone  very  full  consideration  and 
extensive  revision  by  a  Select  Committee, 
and  before  proceeding  further  with  it  the 
Madras  Government  are  submitting  it  for 
opinion  to  the  High  Court.  1  must 
reserve  my  opinion  on  the  subject  for  the 
present.  The  circumstances  of  Bengal,  I 
am  advised,  are  not  completely  analogous 
to  those  of  Madras. 


QUESTIONS  IN  TEE  HOUSE. 

Bosyth  Wator  Supply. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
arrangements  for  the  water  supply  for 
the  new  naval  base  at  Rosyth  are  oom- 
plete  and  satisfactory. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Edjiund  Robertson,  Dun- 
dee) :  Satisfactory  arrangements  for  wat^ 
supply  have  been  made  with  the  Fife 
County  Council,  whose  works  are  well  in 
hand.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  when  the  work  is  completed  the 
water  supply  will  be  satisfactory. 

H.M.S.  "Montagu." 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rve) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty what  is  the  estimated  cost  of 
the  salvage  operations  of  H.%LS.  "  Mon- 
tagu " ;  and  what  is  the  estimated  valae 
of  that  battleship  if  successfully  salved. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  I  have 
answered  this  Question  five  or  six  times 
already.  I  can  only  say  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  my  reply  to  a  similar  Question 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Yarmouth  on 
July  19th.  J 

Subsidised  Liners. 
Mk  FELL  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  guns  and  fittings  are  ready 
for  the  ships  which  are  liable  to  be  taken 
over  by  the  Government  in  time  of  war  ; 
and  particularly  whether  the  guns  and 
fittings  are  ready  for  the  new  Cunard 
ships  which  are  being  built  under  engage- 
ment to  the  Gktvernment. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  clxi.,  378. 
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Mb.  EDMUND  ROBEBTSON  :  Thia 
H^iiMtion  should  have  been  addressed  to 
the  Admiralty.  The  reply  is  in  the! 
affirmatiTe. 

Army  HoraM. 
Major  ANSTRUTHEIUJEAY  (St. 
J&ndiews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
^eer^ary  of  State  for  War  whether,  in 
view  of  the  increase  of  motor  traffic  and 
(he  decrease  of  the  number  of  horses  fit 
ior  military  purposes  in  time  of  war,  the 
Oovemment  will  consider  the  advisability 
•of  forming  breeding  establishments,  such 
4S  are  in  general  use  in  Austria-Hungary, 
Gvnaaay,  France,  and  other  oountnet. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldans,  Haddington) :  At 
present  the  War  Office  is  able  to  proctire 
without  difficulty  all  the  horses  necessary 
i<x  peace  establishments,  and  in  the  event 
of  war  in  the  near  future,  it  is  believed 
that  arrangements  could  be  made  to 
aa^y  the  animals  that  would  be  re- 
quired. The  formation  and  maintenance 
of  horse-breeding  establishments,  such  as 
exist  in  some  other  European  countries, 
would  entail  a  large  initial  and  annual 
oaday,  which  present  conditions  do  not 
juitiiy. 

BsMrre  of  Ghuu  and  ▲mmiinition. 

Mr.  FELL:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  will 
take  the  opportunity  presented  by  the 
saving  to  be  effected  on  the  Army  Esti- 
mates to  create  a  reserve  of  guns  and 
ammimition  which  cannot  be  created  in 
time  of  war,  and  which  are  maintained 
in  this  country  in  a  condition  quite 
lielow  the  standard  of  a  first-class  Power. 

Mk.  HALDANE:  The  reserves  of 
guns  and  ammunition  which  are  already 
STulable  or  in  course  of  supply  are 
■considered  adequate. 

Aimy  Estimates. 
Mb.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Seore- 
•o(  State  for  War  whether  the  Govern- 
ment, having  decided,  since  the  Army 
Estimates  for  the  year  were  voted, 
materially  to  decrease  the  same,  will  not 
also,  under  certain  other  conditions  which 
may  arise  during  the  recess,  undertake 
to  alter  the  numbers  of  the  Army  and 
the  Army  Estimates  back  again  to  the 
■oomber  and  amount  originally  voted  by 
Parliament. 


Mr.  HALDANE:  The  hon.  Member 
is  under  a  misapprehension.  The  Govern* 
ment  have  not  decided  to  reduce  the 
Armv  Estimates  for  the  current  year — 
whicn  remain  as  voted  by  the  House. 

Lord  BALGARBES  rUncashire, 
Chorley) :  Do  we  understand  there  is  to 
be  no  reduction  of  the  Estimiates  for  the 
year  1906-7  t 

Mr.  HALDANE:  If  the  noble  Lord 
means  "  reduction  "  there  will  be  n(m« ; 
but  if  he  means  "  saving,"  then  I  say  it 
is  highly  probable  that  money  may  be 
saved. 

The  Brigade  of  ODMds. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  which  bat- 
talion of  the  Brigade  of  Guards  has  the 
highest  musketry  figure  of  merit. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  battalion  of 
the  Brigade  of  Guards  which  obtained 
the  highest  average  for  the  year  1905  is 
the  2i^  Battalion  Soots  Guards. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  I  begto  ask  th» 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  which 
battalion  of  the  Brigade  of  Guards  was 
most  successful  in  the  recent  National  - 
Rifle  Association  meeting  at  Bisley  ;  what 
competitions  were  won  by  that  battalion ; 
and  whether  those  competitions  were 
open  to  the  whole  British  Army. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  War  Office  has 
no  official  information  concerning  the 
competitions,  entries  and  scores  at  rifle 
prize  meetings. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  which 
battalion  of  the  Brigade  of  Guards  has 
the  highest  figure  of  merit  for  signalling ; 
and  what  position  that  battalion  oooupies 
in  the  whole  of  the  British  Army  in 
regard  to  signalling. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  Ist  Battalion 
Grenadier  Guards  gained  the  highest 
figure  of  merit  for  signalling  during  the 
last  inspection  and  is  also  placed  first  in 
list  of  battalions  of  the  Home  and 
Colonial  Establishments. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  a 
battalion    of    the  Guards'    Brigade    on 
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mobilisation  costs  the  country  more  or 
less  than  a  line  battalion. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  pay  of  the 
Guards  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of 
Infantry  of  the  Line.  In  all  other 
respects  the  cost  of  a  mobilised  battalion 
of  Guards  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  mobi- 
lised line  battalion. 

Mr.  COUETHOPE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
battalion  of  the  Brigade  of  Guards  which 
he  proposes  to  disband  were  selected 
owing  to  ineflficiency,  or  for  what  other 
reason. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  have  already  fully 
explained  to  the  House  the  reasons 
for  the  selection  of  the  battalions  con- 
eemed  in  my  speech  on  Army  Estimates,, 
to  which  I  have  nothing  to  add. 

Enajskillen  Military  Station. 
Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  any  decision 
has  been  come  to  as  to  retaining  Ennis- 
kiUen  as  a  military  head  quarters  station. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  This  matter  is  still 
under  consideration. 

OhineBe  Ooolie  Repatriation- 
Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  republication  of 
Repatriation  Ordinance  has  been  any  more 
successful  than  the  original  publication  in 
inducing  the  Chinese  coolies  in  the  Trans- 
vaal to  realise  that  they  wish  to  be  sent 
back  to  China. 

ThkUNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.) :  Lord 
Selbome  has  not  as  yet  reported  the 
result  of  the  publication  of  the  amended 
notice. 

Extension  of  Lagos  Bailway- 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  unoflBcial  members  of  Council  in 
Lagos  have  unanimously  asked  that  the 
railway  from  Lagos  to  Ibadan,  which  is 
now  being  extended  to  Oshogbo,  should 
be  further  extended  to  Jebba  vid  Ilorin, 


and  to  the  fact  that  the  Colony  is  pn^ 
pared  to  raise  a  loan  for  this  purpose,  he* 
can  state  whether  this  extension  will  btf 
proceeded  with ;  and,  if  so,  when. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  whole  ques- 
tion of  railway  extenstion  in  nbrthenl! 
and  southern  Nigeria  is  being  closely 
considered  with  a  view  to  early  and 
effective  action.  I  should  hope  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  make  definite  and 
complete  statements  in  both  Houses  when 
Parliament  re-assembles  for  the  atitumn 
session.  Meanwhile  no  time  is  being 
lost ;  for  the  Lagos  Railway  is,  as  my 
hon.  friend  is  aware,  now  Ming  ptiahed 
forward  through  the  cotton  country  to 
Oshogbo,  and  it  will  not  reach  that  place 
until-  the  end  of  the  year. 

fiaUway  Sxtensions  in  Sonthern  Nigeria. 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  contracts  for 
the  contemplated  railway  extensions  in 
Southern  Nigeria  will  be  put  out  to 
public  tender,  or,  if  not,  in  what  tnanner 
it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  the  construction. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  The  methods  by 
which  any  further  railway  construction  in 
Nigeria  may  be  effected  are  an  integral 
part  of  the  general  statement  Wluch  I 
expect  to  make  in  the  autumn. 

Beligiona  Processions  in  Malta- 
Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is  in  a 
position  to  lay  further  Correspondehce 
upon  the  Table  between  the  Government 
and  the  Governor  of  Malta  with  reference 
to  the  case  of  the  Rev.  John  M'Neill. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  No,  Sir ;  not  at 
present. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  :  Are  We  not  to 
have  these  Papers  before  the  Colonial 
Vote  is  taken  1  Are  we  to  be  kept  in  the' 
dark? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  explained  that 
already  one  set  of  Papers  had  been  laid^ 
and  that  the  correspondence  still  in 
progress  must  be  completed  before  the 
Secretary  of  State  could,  on  a  complete 
survey  of  it,  decide  what,  if  any,  could 
be  published. 
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Mb.  T.  L.  CORBETT  asked  whether 
the  letter  from  the  Gk>Ternment  to  the 
Goremor  of  Malta  would  be  laid  on  the 
Table.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman  had 
carefully  eraded— [Cries  of  "  Order."] 

*Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  got  a  very  fair  Answer. 

Mb.  T.  L.  CORBETT  asked  again 
whether  the  letter  to  the  Grovernor  of 
Malta  would  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

«Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
mnst  giro  notice  of  the  Question. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT :  For  Monday, 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  I 
Iwg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can  give  an 
^mroximate  date  when  it  will  be  possible 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
Eetum  moved  for  in  February  last,  and 
ordered  to  be  made  as  to  the  countries 
within  the  Empire  where  coolie  labour  is 
employed,  and  the  conditions  regulating 
the  same,  and  also  regulating  the  housing 
of  rach  cooliea. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL :  It  is  hoped  that 
it  may  be  found  possible  to  complete  the 
Batom  during  the  course  of  the  Autumn 
senion;  but  we  are,  of  course,  entirely 
dependent  on  the  replies  from  the 
Colonies,  several  of  which  have  not  yet 
nached  us. 

Vemeraelaa  Tariffs. 
Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
ASaiis  whether  the  existing  surtax  of  30 
per  cent,  on  all  goods  shipped  from  the 
West  Indies  to  Venezuelan  ports,  which 
was  imposed  by  President  Castro's  Gk>v- 
wnment,  is  a  contravention  of  existing 
treaties;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  His 
Majesty's  Ck>vemment  propose  to  take  to 
«ean  its  removal 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  tbm  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Runci- 
MiiN,  Dewsbury ;  for  Sir  Edward  Grkt^  : 
£w  since  the  surtax  was  imposed  m 
1881,  this  Gk>vemment  have  considered 
it  eontrary  to  Article  4  of  the  Treaty  of 
1825.  IBs  Majesty's  Oovemment  are 
lOot  at  present  prepared  to  take  any  steps 
different  from  those  taken  by  their  pre- 
decessors, which  were  to  attempt  to 
settle  the  question  by  negotiation. 


Britiih  Shipowners'  Olainu  agaiiiat 
Suatia. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
claims  of  British  shipowners  in  respect 
of  ships  sunk  in  the  course  of  the  operv 
tions  of  the  Russian  Navy  against  the 
enemy  during  the  war  between  Russia 
and  Japan,  have  yet  been  settled  ;  and  if 
he  will  give  the  terms  of  the  settlements. 

Mr.  rung IM AN:  Negotiations  are 
still  prooeeding  with  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment in  respect  of  these  claims,  but  no 
settlement  has  yet  been  arrived  at. 

Tea  Daty  Bebates. 
Mr.  NIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  was 
the  sum  returned  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Customs  in  re8])ect  of  duty  paid  on 
tea  between  the  date  of  the  financial 
statement  and  the  fixed  date  for  the 
reduced  duty  coming  into  operation; 
and  whether  there  are  any  outstanding 
unadmitted  claims  for  such  returns,  and 
the  total  amount  thereof. 

The  chancellor  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  ASQUITH,  Pifeshire,  E.) : 
The  concession  applied  only  to  tea  duty 
paid  on  May  1st  last  before  the  altera- 
tion of  date  was  announced.  The 
amount  of  duty  returned  to  merchants 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  in 
respect  of  such  tea  was  as  follows,  vie : — 

(a)  On  Tea  which   had  not      £     s.  d. 
been  delivered  from  or  was 
retumedinto,  bonded  ware- 
houses, the  whole  duty  of 

6d  per  lb.         .        -        - 12,006  1  0 

(b)  On  Tea  delivered  from 
bond,  as  to  which  proof  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Customs 
had  been  adduced  that  it 
did  not  go  into  consumption 
prior  to  May  14th,  1906, 
the  amount  of  the  differ- 
ence between  the  former 
and  the  reduced  duty 
=ld.perlb.     -  -7,496  19  1 

19,602    0  1 


The  Tea  which  was  returned  into  bond 
falls  to  be  duty  paid  at  6d.  per  lb.  if 
cleared    for    home    consumption.     This 
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will  produce  £10,005  Os.  lOd.,  thus 
reducing  the  net  cost  of  the  concession 
to  £9,496  198.  3d.  There  is  only  one  out- 
standing claim,  amounting  to  £4,  which 
is  still  under  examination. 

Unproductive  Prison  Labour. 
Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Thanet  Division 
of  Kent,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he 
can  state  the  number  of  cranks,  tread- 
wheels,  and  other  machines  of  un^- 
ductive  labour  now  in  use  in  His 
Majesty's  prisons  in  England  and  Wales. 

Thb  SECEETARY  of  state  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.) :  Unproductive  labour 
on  tread-wheels  or  cranks  has  been 
discontinued  at  all  the  prisons  for  some 
years  past.  At  three  prisons  water  has 
to  be  drawn  for  the  use  of  the  prison  by 
wheels  or  cranks ;  but  this  is  an  ordinary 
prison  service  and  not  a  form  of  hard 
labour. 

South  Wales— Superintending  Inspector 
of  Mines. 

Mr.  STAVELEY  HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
what  salary  will  be  paid  to  the  Superin- 
tending Inspector  of  Mines  in  South 
Wales,  and  upon  what  date  the  appoint- 
ment was  gazetted. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Mr.  Atkinson 
will  continue  to  receive  the  salary  which 
he  had  when  inspector  in  charge  of  a 
district,  that  is,  £900  a  year ;  and,  in  ad- 
dition, in  consideration  of  the  special 
nature  of  his  new  duties  and  also  of  his 
undertaking  such  editorial  work  as  may 
be  required  in  connection  with  the 
Annual  (General  Report  on  Mines  and 
Quarries,  I  have  assigned  to  him  a  special 
allowance  of  £100  which  was  at  my 
disposal.  No  Gazette  notice  of  the  ap- 
pointment is  required  by  the  Act,  but  a 
special  circular  will  be  issued  to  all  owners 
of  mines  and  quarries  in  the  Cardiff  and 
Swansea  districts,  announcing  the  ap- 
pointment. 

Lord  BALCAERES  :  When  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  be  able  to 
make  his  promised  statement  as  to 
the  extension  of  the  system  ? 


Mr..  GLADSTONE :  The  matter  is. 
now  being  inquired  into.  I  do  not 
suppose  the  inquiry  will  take  long. 

Imraranee  against:  Workmen's 
Oonq>ensation. 

Mr..  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire;  N.):  I 
beg  in  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the- 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  now  ini 
a  position  to  supply  information  showing, 
what  will  be  the  estimated  additions 
cost  of  insurance  in  the  coal,  ironstone,, 
mining,,  engineering,  shipbuilding,,  and 
textile-  industries  respectively,  resulting, 
from  the  reduction  of  the  qualifying 
period  in  Clause  1  of  the  Workmen's- 
Compensation.Bill  from  fourteen  to  three- 
daya;  and  if  he  can  also  give  the  cost  of. 
reduotionifrom  fourteen  to  seven  dayft 

'  Mr.  OLADSTONE.said:  it  w«s.iatlieo- 
;  difficult  to  arrive  at  anydiing.  like  a. 
satisfactory  estimate  on:  this-  matter. 
This  Qpestion  was  only  put  down  on  the- 
previous  day,jmd  he  had  not  had  time  to- 
go  into  the  matter..  PeHiaps  the  hon^ 
Gentleman  would  repeat  it  next;  week. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  reminded  the  righti 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  originally  raised 
the  point  in  May  last,  and  he  then  said 
he  hoped  to  be  able  to.  furnish  the  in- 
formation. 

Case  of  Dr.- John  Bate  Bhwden. 
Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood)  t 
I  beg  ta  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  CEdled  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Medical  Council  in  the  recent 
case  of  Dr.  John  Bate  Bawden ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  though  proved  to  have 
committed  only  a  slight  infraction  of 
etiquette,,  which  he  engaged  not  bo  repeat.. 
Dr.  Bawden's  name  has  been  removed 
from  the  medical  register  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  guilty  of  infamous  conduct 
in  a  professional  respect ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  power  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  to  adjudge  as  infamous 
any  conduct  of  which  it  disapproves,  and 
the  absence  of  any  appeal  or  other 
remedy  to  the  victims  of  such  judgmenta 
he  is  prepared  to  introduce  legislation 
limiting  the  powers  of  this  Council  to 
bringing  cases  of  unprofessional  conducb 
before  a  Divisional  Court. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  informed  by. 
the   Registrar   of  the   General   Medical 
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Counefl  that  th«  Council,  after  a  pro- 
longed and  carrful  trial,  at  which  Uie 
accmed  practitioner  was  present  and 
gave  evidence  on  his  own  behalf,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  grave  pro- 
fessional offence  had  been  committed  by 
Dr.  Bawden.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
introduce  legislation  on  the  lines 
suggested. 

Obtain  OliTe  Biffham  and  the  Motor  Oar 
Oonunission. 
Mr.  NIF.I.D :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Hoilie  Depart- 
ment whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
driver  of  Captain  Clive  Bigham  was,  in 
September  last,  sent  to  prison  for  drivinfr 
a  motor  car  to  the  public  danger ;  and 
will  he  say  whether,  as  Secretary  of  the 
Motor  Car  Commission,  Captain  Clive 
Bigham  had  any  control  or,  in  fact, 
exercised  any  control  over  the  evidence 
given  or  tendered  before  that  Commission. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Captain  Bigham 
informs  me  that  a  driver  temporarily  in  his 
onploy  was  convicted  in  September,  1906, 
of  driving  to  the  common  danger  in  the 
High  Street,  Eton.  He  himseU  was  not 
present.  He  dismissed  the  man  in 
consequence  of  this  offence,  as  he  had 
previously  warned  him  about  driving 
carefully.  As  to  the  last  part  of  the 
Question,  I  have  no  information,  but  I  see 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  Lord  Selby  and 
his  colleagues  on  the  Commission 
fdlowed  the  usual  course  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties. 

Ballysadaie  Bay  Foreshore. 
Mr.  FETHEESTONHAUGH  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
caDed  to  the  claim  of  a  man  named 
MCrloin  to  ownership  of  a  portion  of  the  j 
foreshore  of  Ballysadare  Bay,  coimty 
E3igo,  and  to  exclude  fishermen  from 
suchoring  their  boats  there ;  and  if  he 
will  communicate  with  the  local  ooast- 
goard  officer  for  a  report  on  the  subject, 
and  give  the  necessary  instructions  for 
protection  of  the  rights  of  the  public  and 
the  Crown. 

Thb  president  of  thb  BOARD  o» 
TRADE  (Mr.  Li>OTD-Gbokgk,  Carnarvon 
fioroi^is) :  I  understand  that  Mr. 
M'Glom'a  claim  to  certain  property  did 
not  extend  to  any  foreshore ;  out  I  will 
ask  the  local  coastguard    officer  for  a 


further  report  as  to  whether  there  has 
been  any  interference  with  the  rights  of 
the  Crown  or  the  user  by  the  public  <rf 
the  foreshore  in  question. 

Lancashire  Justices. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  lAncaster, 
whether  he  will  state  the  number  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace  appointed  within 
the  Duchy  since  his  appointment  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy. 

Thk  chancellor  of  the  DUCHY 
OF  LANCASTER  (Sir  Hknry  Fowlir. 
Wolverhampton,  E.) :  One  hundred  and 
sixty-eight. 

New  War  Offlce. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Thanet  Division 
of  Kent  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  whether  he  can 
state  when  the  new  War  Office  buildings 
in  Whitehall  will  be  available  for  the  use 
of  the  department 

Th«  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  or 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  It  is  not  expected  that  the 
new  buildings  will  be  occupied  before 
Christmas. 

Vietotla  laicr^irial- 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  ov^  to  ask 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  when 
the  statue  of  Her  late  Majesty  Quetn 
Victoria,  in  connection  with  the  Victoria 
Memorial  in  the  Mall,  will  be  erected. 

•Mr.  HARCOURT  :  I  am  unable  to  fix 
a  date.  It  depends  upon  the  process 
made  by  the  sculptor,  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  marble  is  supplied. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  Can  the  light 
hon.  Gentleman  give  the  House  any  idea 
whether  it  will  be  this  year,  next  year  or 
the  year  after  t 

*Mb.  HARCOURT :  It  wiU  not  be 
this  year. 

Unprodnctiv*  Labour  in  Scottish 
iPriaons. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Thanet  Division 
of  Kent,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
cranks,  treadwheels,  and  other  machines 
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of  unproductive  labour  now  in   use  in 
His  Majesty's  prisons  in  Scotland. 

The  SECRETAEY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  There  are 
not  any  such  machines  in  use  in  the 
prisons  of  Scotland. 

Cterman  Oipsies  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  bands  of  German  gipsies 
are  still  causing  alarm  in  various  districts 
of  Scotland ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
further  action  to  abate  this  nuisance. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  give  information  as  to  the  districts 
where  annoyance  has  recently  been 
caused  the  matter  shall  be  investigated. 

I>ablin  BoTalnation. 
Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  has  yet  made  the 
necessary  financial  arrangements  to  en- 
able the  revaluation  of  Dublin  to  be 
proceeded  with. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  provision  neces- 
sary for  proceeding  with  this  service  has 
been  included  in  the  Supplementary 
Estimates  presented  to  the  House  on  the 
19th  instant. 

Boyal  Oommissions. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  if  he  will  state  the 
approximate  cost  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sions appointed  since  he  accepted  office. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  H. 
Cahpbbll-Bannerman,  Stirling  Burghs): 
I  have  no  information  on  the  siu>ject. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Cannot  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  obtain  the  infor- 
mation for  the  House  1 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Does  the  hon.  Grentleman  wish  me  to 
•end  to  every  Commission  to  know 
exactly  what  expenditure  they  have 
incurred  up  to  date,  or  would  he  like  to 
wait  until  they  have  completed  their 
inquiries  t 


Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  One  effective 
way  would  be  to  ascertain  the  charges 
for  rent,  and  for  the  Secretaries. 

Trafftc  Board  for  London- 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  has  received 
any  communication  from  the  London 
County  Council  against  the  establishment 
of  a  traffic  board  for  London,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  London  Traffic. 

Sir  H:  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
No,  Sir. 

The  Stibbert  Beanest 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  will  state 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  carrying 
out  the  arrangements  between  the 
British  and  Itahan  Governments,  the 
Municipality  of  Florence,  and  others,  to 
ensure  that  the  works  of  art  and  other 
property  bequeathed  to  the  British  nation 
by  the  late  Mr.  Stibbert,  of  Florence, 
shall  be  available  to  the  public  in  the 
United  Kingdom  or  in  Florence. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  can  make  no  definite  statement  Com- 
munications between  the  Government 
and  the  authorities  at  Florence  are  still 
in  progress. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  When  wUl  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  be  in  a  position  to 
give  this  information  which  I  asked  for 
months  ago  t 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
It  does  not  depend  on  me,  but  on  the 
authorities  at  Florence.  Perhaps  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  address  his  question 
to  them,  as  he  could  get  his  answer  more 
readily  on  the  spot. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  WiU  the 
Government  in  the  public  interest  defray 
my  expenses  if  I  go  out  there  1 

The  National  Ghillery. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  beg  to  aak 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  any  change 
was  made  in  the  powers,  duties,  and  pay 
of  the  Director  of  the  National  Oallery 
on  the  appointment  of  the  present 
Director. 
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Six  K  CAMPBELL-BANNEBHAN  : 
No  change  was  made  on  the  appointment 
of  the  present  Director,  but  his  position 
tad  dnties  are  under  consideration. 


Indo-CShinsM  Opium  TntAe. 

Mb.  T.  L.  COBBETT:  I  b«g  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  intends  to 
introduce  legislation  giving  effect  to  the 
niunimoas  Vote  of  the  House  of  Commons 
against  the  opium  trafi&c  between  India 
and  China. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEBMAN  : 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative.  I  do  not 
aatieipate  that  legislation  will  be  required 
(0  giro  effect  to  such  measures  as  His 
Majesty's  Gk>vemment  maj  consider 
ezpsdient. 

MtT.  L.  COBBETT:  Do  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  give  effect  to  the  un- 
animous Vote  of  the  House  t 

Sm  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEBMAN : 
That  is  exactly  what  I  said. 

Mk.  T.  L.  COBBETT :  What  does  the 
light  hon.  Gtotleman  mean  1 

*Hb.SP£AEBB:  The  hon.  Member 
liaa  had  hia  answer. 

Mr.  T.  L.  COBBETT:  And  a  vrey 
oosatisfactoiy  one,  too. 


NATIONAL  6ALLKBIES  OF  SCOTLAND 
BILL. 

Mr.  MOETON  (Sutherland)  askedt  if 
iarther  stages  of  the  National  Galleries 
<»!  ScoUand  Bill  were  contemplated  in 
iioi  portion  of  the  session  if  it  should  be 
nad  a  second  time  to-day.  He  also 
pressed  the  Prime  Minister  to  give  the 
Crofters'  Bill  precedence  over  it. 

Stt  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEBMAN 
said  there  was  no  intention  of  going 
beyond  the  Second  Beading  of  this  BiO 
in  this  part  of  the  session.  He  could 
not  change  the  order  of  business  for  that 
day. 


NATIONAL  GALLBRIKS  OP  SCOTLAND 
BILL. 

Older  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

*Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
expressed  his  pleasure  at  seeing  so  many 
English  Members  present,  and  his  hope 
that  they  would  remain  to  the  end  of  the 
proceedings.  He  was  particularly  glad 
that  this  Bill  had  been  produced,  but  he 
was  sorry  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
had  adopted  verbatim  the  Bill  of  his 
predecessor ;  had  he  dratted  a  Bill  of  his 
own,  he  would  have  produced  a  more 
democratic  measure,  and  one  more  in 
accord  with  Scottish  sentiment  as  well  as 
one  more  useful  for  the  purposes  of  Art. 
The  Bill  was  the  outcome  of  the  report 
of  a  Departmental  Committee  which  sat 

;  in   1903,   a   Committee  which  reported 

I  very  strongly  on  the  inefficiency  of  the 
present  Board  of  Manufactures.  This 
Board  consisted  of  twenty-eight  trusteet 

'  nominated  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
for  life.  They  were  no  doubt  most 
excellent  gentlemen  :  they  formed  a  kind 
of  local  House  of  Lords  in  Edinburgh. 
Their  average  attendance  at  meetings 
of  the  last  six  years  had  been  seven  and  a 
half  out  of  a  possible  twenty-eight,  and 
there  were  very  few  of  them  who  attended 

I  regularly.  He  could  not  do  better  than 
quote  the  Beport  of  the  Committee,  which 
said — 

"  The  system  of  uppotntment  appears  to 
have  been,  not  to  select  thoee  whose  particalar 
qnalificatioDH  and  occapations  rendered  them 
suitable  for  the  work  to  be  done,  but  to  confer 
membership  as  a  mark  of  «Ustinction  oo 
eminent  men,  with  little  regard  to  their 
special  fitness." 

On  the  Board  there  was  no  one  repre- 
senting the  people,  no  one  to  whom  a 
humble  person  Uke  himself  could  make 
suggestions  or  offer  reproof  as  the  case 
might  be.  That  was  not  the  right  kind 
of  board  for  a  National  Board.  The 
Committee  had  no  permanent  Chairman : 
Members  took  the  chair  in  rotation,  and 
consequently  the  Board  suffered  from  a 
want  of  direction.  The  Beport  of  the 
Committee  showed  the  need  for  a  vigorous 
strong  Board.  But  what  did  this  Bill 
suggest  ?    It  suggested  a  new  Board  to 
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consist  of  seven  members  nominated  by 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  to  hold 
oflSce  for  five  years.  These  gentlemen 
might  be  re-elected  at  the  end  of  their 
term.  That  really  was  a  continuance 
of  the  present  system  in  a  sli^tly 
modified  form.  He  had  the  most  perfect 
confidence  in  the  judgment  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
and  believed  that  so  far  as  he  was  person- 
ally concerned  he  woidd  make  the  very 
best  appointments  he  could,  but  he 
could  not  help  remembering  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  predecessors  in 
office  were  the  people  who  were  responsible 
for  the  nomination  of  the  present  Board, 
and  though  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  still  be  in  office  ten 
years  hence,  he  would  be  a  bold  man  who 
would  prophesy  what  would  occur  fifteen 
years  hence.  It  might  be  suggested 
that  as  the  appointments  were  to  be  made 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  there  would 
be  a  certain  amoimt  of  Parliamentary 
control,  inasmuch  as  his  actions  would 
be  subject  to  review  in  this  House.  In 
theory  that  was  so,  but  in  practice  the 
House  had  no  opportunity  of  reviewing 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  guarantee 
them  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
Subject  once  in  five  years?  In  the 
present  session,  vrhile  three  days  had  been 
given  to  Irish  Estimates,  Scotland  had  had 
only  one  day,  and  two  and  a  half  hour' 
even  of  that  were  absorbed  by  an  Irish 
Bill.  He  had  during  the  present  session 
heard  grumblings  about  the  nominations 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board,  yet  the  repre- 
sentatives of  fishing  constituencies  had 
not  been  able  to  bring  the  matter 
under  the  attention  of  the  House 
The  Departmental  Committee  pro- 
posed that  there  should  be  fifteen 
trustees,  eight  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotlacd  and  seven  by  other 
public  bodies,  i.e.,  three  by  the  Royal 
Scottish  Academy,  one  by  the  Town 
Coimcil  of  Edinburgh,  one  by  the 
University,  one  by  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries, and  one  by  the  Royal  Society. 
He  was  in  favour  of  a  small  Board  be- 
cause it  would  be  more  efficient;  he 
thought  fifteen  too  large,  but  seven  too 
small.  He  would  suggest  a  Board  of 
nine,  of  whom  the  majority  should  be 
lepresentative  and  not]  nominated. 
Mr.  GuUand. 


Four  might  be  nominated  by  the  Secre* 
tary  for  Scotland  and  five  by  public 
bodies.    One  might  be  nominated  by  the 
Edinburgh  Town  Council,  which  just  now 
at  the  request  of  the  Scottish  Education. 
Department  was  starting  an  art  school, 
taking  over  the  school  of  the  Board  of 
Manufactures  and  finding  the  site  and 
a  good  deal  of  money.    The  school  was 
to  be  managed  by  a  composite  Board, 
on  which  the  Town  Council  would  have 
but  a  small  representation.    Then  the 
Glasgow  Town  Council,  which  ran  the 
best   art    gallery    in   Scotland,    if  not 
in    the    United    Kingdom,    and    which 
certainly  had  the  best  art  gallery  building 
in  the  kingdom,  should  have  one  repre- 
sentative.   The     other    representatives 
might  be  appointed  by  the  Conventimi 
of  Royal   Burghs,    the   Royal   ScottJsh 
Academy,  and  the  Edinburgh  University 
or  some  such  body.    What  were  the 
duties  of  this  Board  ?    One  was  that  of 
buying    pictures.    In    the    past    there 
had  been  no  definite  policy  pursued  in  the 
purchase  of  pictures.  The  Board  had  beea 
the  recipient  of  many  generous    gifts, 
but  undoubtedly  people  were  more  likely 
to  give  to  a  responsible  representative 
body    than    to    a    State    Department. 
Another  very  important  duty  was  to  get 
the   people   to   see   the   pictures.    The 
National    Gallery    wanted    popularising 
perhaps  more  than  any  other  institution 
in  Scotland.    Ever  since  he  was  a  fmall 
boy  he  had  visited  the  gallery  regularly 
and  had  benefited  much  thereby,  but  he 
regretted  that  now  when  he  went  there- 
some  four  or  five  times  a  year  he  found 
it   almost   empty.    He   attributed  that 
very  largely  to  the  non-representative 
character  of  the  Board,  which  failed  to 
do    what   it   nught   to   popularise    th& 
Gallery  and  to  advertise  it.     With  a 
representative  Board   they  might  have 
a  more  forward  policy  in  this  respect. 
Another  important  duty  was  to  agitate- 
for  more  money  to  be  given  for  the  pur- 
chase of  pictures.    To  secure  that  the- 
Eoard  must  be  independent  and  in   a 
position  to  iassert  itself  a  good  deal  more- 
than  it  had  done  in  the  past.    Up  till 
now  it  had  been  iax  too  apathetic,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  inquiry  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Manufactures  admitted 
that  during  the  South  African  War  the 
Scottish  Office  refused  to  apply  to  thfr 
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^1188017  for  money  actually  due  to  Scot- 
land <Mi  the  ground  that  it  was  an 
iseanyenient  time  to  put  in  the  claim. 
TherefoTe  it  was  clear  they  must  have 
an  mdqwndoit  Board  which,  if  necessary, 
would  agitate  even  over  the  head  of  the 
Scottish  Office.  Mr.  Inghs,  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Mani^otures,  in  his 
evidence,  said,  in  reply  to  Sir  John 
Stirling- Maxwell — 

"I  tfaonld  snggeat  that  thu  meetine  of 
CoBsiittee  might  be  very  Talaable  in  euling 
■ttcotion  to  the  fact  that  we,  the  Board  ot 
Manolaetnres,  cannot  verj  well  take  action 
against  the  constitnted  antborities  of  the 
tiofenment-  We  have  made  our  renion- 
■trance  on  variona  ocraaiona,  but  the  thing  has 
been  going  on  for  very  many  years. 

"Sir  Walter  Armstrong:  Bnt  ia  it  not  the 
Jntyof  the  trustees  of  a  fund  which  belongs  to 
Scotland  thruogh  the  Treaty  of  Union  to  do 
their  best  to  see  that  the  matter  is  pat  right  ? 
—An  Act  of  Parliament  is  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  we  kick,  bat  we  can  do  no  more. 

"Bat  did  yon  kick  enough  ? — I  do  not  think 
there  ia  any  doabt  abont  that  I  am  quite 
aore  there  was  plenty  kicking." 

He  was  very  much  afraid  that  if  they  did 
not  have  an  independent  Board  it  would 
become  a  mere  creature  of  Dover  House. 
This  same  bureaucratic  idea  ran  through 
the  Bin.  The  Board  was  created  but  not 
tmsted.  The  old  Board  appointed  its 
own  officers  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary,  for  Scotland,  bnt  subsection  (5) 
of  Clause  4  provided  that  the  officers 
should  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  while  subsection  (6)  laid  it 
down  that  the  Board  should  comply  with 
any  instructions  that  might  be  laid  down 
hy  the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  Thus  the 
Klllmadt  the  Board  a  mere  creature  of 
Urn  Secretary  for  Scotland.  There  was 
aomething  still  worse.  The  Board  was 
not  to  be  allowed  even  to  hold  its  own 
property.  The  National  Galleries  were 
transferred  to  the  Board  of  Works,  a  not 
very  popular  body  in  Scotland,  for  the 
Scottish  people  could  not  forget  the  way 
in  which  it  neglected  Holyrood  Palace, 
with  the  result  that  the  Lord  High  Com- 
miasioner  was  driven  to  live  at  an  hotel. 
The  Law  Courts  too  had  been  allowed  to 
get  into  a  deplorable  condition  and  the 
National  Museum  was  badly  ventilated. 
Vnch,  however,  was  hoped  from  the  ap- 
^oaehing  visit  of  the  new  Commissioner 
of  Works.  His  contention  was  that  the 
Beaid  dionld  be  allowed  to  hold  the  build- 


ings which  it  had  to  administer.  Dunblane 
Cathedral    after    its    restoration    was 
handed  over   to  the    Board    of    Manu- 
factures  by  the  Board   of   Works,   but 
this  Bill  actually  proposed  to  re-transfer 
it.      He    wanted    to    see    a    National 
Board  of  Trustees,  to  which  should  be 
entrusted  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
their  national  monuments.     He  wanted 
to  see  a  thoroughly  representative  body, 
strong  and  popular.     His  great  objectioa 
to  the  Bill  was  that  by  it  the  national 
character  of  the  National  (Jallery  was  to- 
be  taken  away ;    the  Gallery  was  to  be- 
run  from  London  by  some  junior  clerk  m 
Dover  House,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  was 
not  in  accordance  with  Scottish  ideas. 
It  might  be  that  in  England  there  was  a 
nominated    Board    who    managed    the 
national  galleries,  but  surely  what  was 
needed  was,  not  that  Scotland  should 
foUow  the  English  practice,  but  that  they 
should  level  up  Engbnd  to  the  Scottish 
practice.    They   had  in  Scotland    somei 
ideas    of    nationality,     and    they    were; 
quite  capable  of    managing    their    owa 
affairs.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
say  that  the  points  which  he  was  raising, 
were  Committee  points  and  should  not  be- 
ndsed  upon  the  Second  Beading  stage.. 
He  should  rather  agree  that  that  was  thei 
case,  but  he  did  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  if  this  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time  to  allow  it  to  go  to  a  Scottish  Com- 
mittee.   Although    they    were    glad    ta 
have  the  assistance  of  English  and  Irish. 
Members  upon  Committees  as    a   rule,, 
still  he  thought    that    this    was    pre- 
eminently a  matter  for  Scottish  Members, 
to  settle.     It  should,  therefore,  go  before 
a  Scottish  Grand  Committee.     He  begged 
to  move  his  Amendment. 

*Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire) 
seconded,  and  said  that  when  he  read 
this  BiU  two  or  three  days  ago  he  rubbed 
his  eyes  and  wondered  whether  they  were 
under  a  Liberal  or  a  Tory  Government. 
The  Bill  was,  le  believed,  a  relic  of  the 
late  Govenmient,  and  not  the  productioa 
of  the  present  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
He  had  had  experience  of  red-tape,  cen- 
tralisation, and  officialism  in  another 
quarter  of  the  globe,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  he  had  ever  known  a  measure 
so  satiirated  with  the  essence  of  centralisa- 
tion, officialism,  and  red  tape  as  was  this. 
Bill.    The  National  Gallery  belonged  to- 
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SScotland,  not  to  Edinburgh;  it  was  a 
mational  institution,  and  there  should  he 
Tepresentation  of  all  parts  of  the  country 
— and  more  particularly  of  Glasgow,  which 
liad  shown  more  liberality  and  enthu- 
siasm in  the  promotion  of  Scottish  arts 
than  Edinburgh  had — ^upon  the  Board 
which  controlled  it.  The  Board,  he 
feared,  would  remain  under  the  Bill  a 
Board  of  Edinburghmen ;  and,  what  was 
more,  they  would  not  be  able  to  eall 
their  souls  their  own.  They  were  tied 
hand  and  foot,  slaves  to  the  will  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  He  thought  that 
representation  on  that  Board  ought 
to  be  more  largely  distributed  and  that 
its  action  should  be  largely  free  from 
official  trammels  Under  the  Bill  the 
National  Galleries  would  be  managed 
from  London.  The  Board  would  be 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  for  Sootiand, 
who  would  also  appoint  the  Chairman. 
"Then  also  the  officers  of  the  estabUshment 
were  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  and  the  Board  were  ordered 
to  comply  with  the  directions  given  to 
them  by  that  Minister.  The  whole  thing 
vras  official  from  beginning  to  end ;  and 
the  result  would  be  that  Scottish  art 
would  languish  as  it  had  languished  for 
eighty  years  or  more.  Although  the 
property  and  the  buildings  were  to  be 
vested  in  the  old  Commissioners  it  seemed 
to  him  that  they  were  to  be  managed  bj 
the  new  Board.  He  did  not  see  how  the 
right  hon.  Grentieman  could  reconcUe 
these  two  separate  proposals.  The 
measure  was  really  a  one  man  Bill, 
and  the  whole  administration  of  the 
Scottish  National  Galleries  would  be 
managed  from  London  by  one  man  or 
by  a  local  clique.  A  similar  course 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  throttling  of 
Scottish  art  during  the  last  sixty  or 
seventy  years.  The  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  showed  how  Scottish  art 
had  languished  under  the  cUque  which 
had  managed  the  National  Galleries. 
In  Glasgow,  in  the  last  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years,  great  efforts  had  been 
made  to  encourage  art,  and  the  success 
had  boon  wonderful,  due,  in  great 
measure,  to  the  fact  that  officialism 
had  been  absent.  There  was  a  School 
of  Art  in  the  Western  city  which  had 
sent  out  artists  distinguished  all  the 
world  over.  There  was  the  Royal 
Scottish  Society  of  Painters  in  Water 
Mr.  Smeaion. 


Colours,  the  only  Rojral  Society  of 
the  kind  in  Scotland,  apart  from 
the  Royal  Scottish  Academy.  There 
was  a  new  art  gallery  in  Glasgow 
housed  in  a  building  which  cost  £260,000, 
a  far  greater  amount  than  had  ever  been 
spent  by-  any  society  in  Edinburgh. 
It  was  paid  for  partly  by  the  surplus  of 
an  exhibition  and  as  to  a  large  proportion 
by  pubUc  subscriptions.  The  Corporation 
of  Glasgow  paid  £12,000  a  year  in  the 
upkeep  of  their  galleries,  and  they  spent 
£1,000  or  £1,500  a  year  for  the  purchase 
of  pictures,  and  the  bequests  were  always 
on  the  most  liberal  scale  and  amounted  to 
£50,000.  Did  they  find  that  state  of 
things  in  Edinburgh  ?  Read  the  Bill  in 
any  way  possible,  and  it  was  a  red-tape 
centralising  and  officiedising  BilL  He 
for  his  part  would,  on  the  whole,  rather  see 
the  Bill  rejected  because,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  past  mending. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  oat  from  the  word  'That'  to 
the  end  of  the  Qaestion,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  '  this  Hoase  regrets  that  this  Bill  does 
not  follow  the  recommendation  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  of  1903  for  the  appointment 
of  a  representative  rather  than  a  noounabed 
Boai-d '  —{Mr.  Gulland) — instead  thereoL 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tlie 
Question." 

Me.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  was  glad  the  Bill  had  been  intro- 
duced, because  a  very  serious  ^state  of 
matters  existed  in  regard  to  art  in 
Scotland,  which,  if  the  Bill  was  passed, 
it  would  do  much  to  remedy.  The 
point  which  had  been  raised  was  nudnly 
with  regard  to  the  governing  body, 
and  he  thought  it  desirable  that  the 
number  of  the  Board  of  trustees  should 
be  small,  as  in  that  way  they  would  secure 
more  elective  and  more  national  kK>ntrol. 
He  instanced  the  control  of  the  great 
galleries  in  London:  there  the  number 
of  trustees  was  small.  As  to  its  being  a 
representative  body,  he  thought  there 
was  a  good  deal  to  be  said,  because  if  it 
were  a  strong  representative  body  it 
could  imdoubtedly  bring  greater  pressure 
upon  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  money  required  for  the  under- 
takings which  it  was  sought  to  beaefit. 
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Utxlet  this  Bill  they  received  a  conrider- 
tble  additional  grant,  and  he  should  hope 
that  that  grant  might  be  yet  increased. 
Qs  hoB.  friend  the  Member  for 
Dcmfries  had  suggested  that  the 
Bill  ahoold  be  referred  to  a  Scottish 
Ctnunittee,  and  he  was  entirely  in  accord 
viththim,  but  he  hoped  that  this  was 
not  the  only  Bill  which  would  be  referred 
to  a  Scottish  Grand  Conunittee.  If, 
moreoTer,  a  Scottish  Orand  Conunittee 
could  be  set  up  and  maintained  as  part 
of  tiie  ordinary  procedure  of  the  House 
it  mii^t  do  very  important  work  not 
only  in  informing  the  Government  as 
to  the  needs  of  art  in  Scotland,  but  in 
ofter  matters.  He  entirely  agreed  with 
th^stnctures  that  had  been  passed  on  the 
Board  <^  Works.    The  operations  of  that 
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Sib  JOHN  TUKE  (Edmburgh  and 
St.  Andrew's  .Universities)  sud  he 
had  placed  a  Resolution  on  the  Pap«r 
in  the  hope  that  the  claims  of  science  in 
Scotland  might  have  due  recognition. 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  reply  to  a 
deputation  at  Edinburgh  some  months 
ago,  definitely  indicated  what  course  he 
was  going  to  take  in  connection  with  th« 
Arts,  and  distinctly  showed  that  his  mind 
held  that  the  claims  of  art  were  a  long' 
way  in  front  of  the  claims  of  science. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to 
occupy  or  take  for  the  purposes  of  art 
two  great  buildings  in  Edinburgh  at 
present  in  the  possession  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  thereby  dis- 
posseFs  that  society  of  its  ancient  halls. 
The  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  was  the 


Board  in    Scotland  had  been  very  un- 1  central  society  of  science  in    Scotland ; 
ttis&ctory  ;  they  had  not  only  neglected    it  was  the  clearing  house  of  most  matters 


the  buildings,  but  they  had  in  cases  of 
repair  aUo^ed  some  very  bad  work  to  be 
dene.  Scotland  had  in  fact  been 
neglected  by  the  Board  of  Works,  and  he 
dioold  like  to  «ee  a  new  Board  in  control 
iA  its  own  buildings  and  other  buildings, 


scientific  in  Scotland.  Through  it  had 
parsed  the  works  of  a  large  number!' of 
ecientists  who  had  been  bom  in  that 
country — men  who  had  developed  im- 
portant industrial  agencies,  who  had  im- 
proved telegraphs  and  other  things,  and 


and  one  which  'should   appoint  its  own  |  whose  work  had  contributed  very  greatly 
officers.     So  ixt  he   quite    agreed   with  I  to  the  material  well-being  of  Scotland. 


the  criticisms  upon  the  Bill,  but  as  to  the 
main  point  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
tiiere  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  cm  both 
(ides.  Some  hon.  Members  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  who  were 
in  favour  of  a  representative  body  had 


The  Royal  Institution  was  an  institution 
of  which  Scotland  was  justly  proud.  It 
was  proud  of  its  past  and  its  present.  It 
was  an  institution  which  Scotland  would 
be  grieved  to  see  injured  in  any  way 
whatever.     Judging  from  the  speecHthe 


rather  abandoned  that  position  in  ^vour  '  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  in  Edinburgh 
of  the  basis  of  the  new  Board.  He .  it  would  seem  that  he  had  never 
granted  the  advantages  if  a  fair  repre- 1  thoroughly  appreciated  the  importance 


aentation  could  be  obtained,  but  after 
all  a  representative  system  would  not 
be  established  by  giving  representative 
members  of  the  Board  to  Glasgow  and 
Edinburgh,  because  that  would  not  be  a 
representative  system  for  the  whole  of 
Scotland.     The  JBill  would,  however,  give 


of  this  society  which  he  now  proposed 
to  dispoBseBs  of  the  rooms  in  which  it 
had  sat  for  eighty  years.  One  of  these 
great  buildings  was  designed  for  (he 
purpose  of  science  and  art,  and  rooms 
were  actually  designed  and  built  in  it  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Royal  Society  of 


the  Board  a  working  control,  and  would  i  Edinburgh.    They  were  now  to  be  dis' 


give  tiiem  something  to  do,  and  he 
hqwd  tiiat  they  might  have  yet  more 
to  do  in  the  future.  He  r^arded  this  as 
a  yttj  urgent  matter,  and  he  should 
r^ret  voy  much  if  there  was  any  delay 
in  pressing  the  measure.  In  supporting 
the  Bin  as  it  stood,  however,  he  should 
like  to  goaid  himself  against  being 
Bopposed  to  be  a  supporter  of  nominated 
Bouds.  This  was  the  only  Bill  in 
regard  to  Scotiand  under  which  he 
would  approve  of  a  'nominated  Board. 


possessed.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this 
was  only  another  instance  of  the  way  in 
which  science  was  treated  in  Scotland. 
The  Royal  Society  of  London  had  £6,000 
a  year  from  a  Government  grant  and 
£1,000  a  year  for  publications,  and  it  sat 
rent  free  in  Burlington  House.  The 
Irish  Royal  Society  received  £1,500  a 
year  as  a  Government  grant,  and  sat 
rent  free,  while  its  fellows  contributed 
£310  to  its  annual  revenue.    The  Royal 
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'Society  di  Edinburgh  received  in  contri- 
butions from  its  fello^ts  £1,200  a  year, 
and  £300  a  year  as  a  Government  grant, 
and  what  became  of  that  money  ?  The 
£300  a  year  received  as  a  Government 
^nt  from  the  Treasury  was  paid  to  the 
Treasury  again  as  rent.  That  was  the 
treatment  that  Scotland  had  received 
irom  a  long  succession  of  Gtovemments. 
-Although  he  blamed  those  Governments 
ihe  did  not  blame  them  nearly  so  much  as 
'the  succession  of  Scottish  Members 
who  had  sat  in  this  House,  and  had 
refused  to  combine  together  to  obtain 
justice  to  Scotland.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  would  do 
his  best,  as  he  had  assured  the  deputation 
he  would,  for  the  Royal  Society,  but  he 
held  that  it  would  have  been  far  better 
if  they  had  obtained  definite  assurances 
!from  >ii"i  as  to  the  means  of  housing  the 
Royal  Society  properly  before  bringing 
this  Bill  before  the  House.  His  state- 
ments with  regard  to  art  were  very 
■definite  and  very  generous,  but  the 
future  of  science  had  been  relegated  to 
the  background.  He  desired  to  be  very 
:  frank  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
to  tell  him  that  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  would  be  necessary  to  rehouse  the 
Royal  Society  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  maintain  its  dignity  and  prestige, 
and  to  house  its  extremely  valu- 
able library.  He  was  glad  of  the  one 
assurance  which  they  had  received  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  namely,  that 
the  body  proposed  to  set  up  would 
not  dispossess  the  Royal  Society  of 
Edinburgh  until  proper  accommodation 
had  been  found  for  it,  but  he  would  like 
to  see  some  statement  of  that  kind  in  the 
Bill,  and  therefore  he  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  would  accept 
as  an  additional  clause  something  to  the 
following  effect — 

"  It  is  hereby  provided  that  the  society 
shall  not  be  required'  to  vacate  its  apartmentti 
in  the  Royal  Institution  Building  appropiiated 
to  its  use  when  the  l>inlding  was  erectM  until 
equivalent  accommodation  on  a  saitable  site 
shall  have  been  provided  out  of  public  money 
for  the  use  of  the  said  society." 

In  his  anxiety  to  see  the  interests  of 
.  art  provided  for  in  Scotland  he  was  second 
to  none,  but  under  all  the  circumstances 
he  maintained  that  they  had  the  right 
to  makr  equal  demands  in  favour  of 
.science.  He  would  urge  the  right  hon. 
>  Gentleman  if  he  got  ^  Bill  to-day  to 

Sir  John  Tuke. 


relegate  it  to  a  Committee.  He  alw 
wished  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
it  would  not  be  desirable  to  establish 
before  the  autumn  session  a  Scottish 
Bill  Committee  and  to  allow  this  tiiot- 
oughly  and  essentially  Scottish  measure 
to  be  the  first  which  came  before  it. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  (Kent,  St 
Augustine's)  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  this  Bill,  as  he  had  the  honour 
to  take  the  chair  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  which  considered  the  matter. 
While  he  generally  supported  the  Bill  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  he 
desired  to  see  incorporated  in  the  Bill 
some  such  Amendment  as  that  which  had 
been  suggested.  When  the  Committee 
came  to  inquire  into  the  compo8iti<m 
and  the  work  of  the  old  Board  it  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  composition  of 
that  body  was  not  satisfactory  ;  that  it 
was  antiquated  and  not  satisfactory  for  its 
present  purpose.  It  was  too  unwieldy,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-eight  or  thirty  memben. 
Against  those  gentlemen,  comprising  the 
Board  of  Manufacturers,  he  had  nothing 
to  say.  They  were  largely  recruited  if  he 
remembered  rightly  from  legal  cirole*, 
and  included  in  their  number  only  one  or 
two  members  representing  art  and  science 
in  Scotland.  It  ^as  quite  dear  tnat  the 
members  of  that  Board  in  the  past  had 
been  selected  without  sufficient  ooa- 
sideration,  having  regard  to  the  duties 
they  had  to  perform.  Many  of  them  lived 
great  distances  from  Edinburgh,  witii  tiie 
result  that  the  attendance  was  not  regular 
and  there  was  no  general  continuity  of 
policy.  He  Committee  also  considwed 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  permanent 
chairman  of  the  Board,  a  provision  he 
was  glad  to  see  in  the  Bill.  The  absence 
of  such  a  permanent  chairman  had,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  led  to  a  want 
of  system  and  to  a  want  of  continuity 
of  policy.  This  Bill  met  to  some  extent 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee, 
in  the  appointment  of  a  permanent 
chairman,  in  the  reduction  of  and  the  re- 
construction of  the  Board,  and  in  limiting 
the  period  of  service  of  members  of  the 
Board  to  five  years.  But  it  did  not 
secure  what  many  members  of  the  De- 
partmental Committee  desired,  namely,  an 
adequate  representation  of  the  artistic 
and    scientific    societies    of    SootJuid; 
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that  die  Board  of  Tnutees  should  consist 
("f  fifteen  members,  eight  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  seven  by  art 
societies  and  other  bodies  in  Scotland. 
Se  believed  the  C!onimittee  recom- 
jnended  that  there  should  be  three 
members  appointed  by  the  Royal  Scottish 
Academy,  one  by  ^e  Royal  Society, 
one  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  one 
by  the  University  and  one  by  the  Town 
Oovjuai  of  Edinbor^.  He  thought 
those  bodies  ought  to  be  represented. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries  had  sug- 
gested there  should  be  a  member  repre- 
senting the  School  of  Art,  Glasgow.  "He 
had  great  sympathy  in  that  direction, 
becaase  he  believed  there  was  no  School  of 
irtintiie  two  countries  which  was  better 
«azDed  on  or  which  possessed  better  at- 
tzibntes  than  the  School  of  Art,  Glasgow. 
When  tile  Bill  came  up  for  consideration 
is  Committee  he  trusted  they  would  be 
able  to  secure  some  ocmceasion  from  His 
JIajesty's  Govecnment  in  the  direction 
oi  representation  of  the  learned  societieB 
and  the  gaUenee  in  Scotland.  The 
qnestiim  of  t^e  retention  of  the  Royal 
Society  in  the  Royal  Instatntion  bmld- 
jngs  came  before  the  Oommittee  when 
tiieysat  in  Edinburgh,  and  certainly  it 
wu  not  contemplated  by  the  Oommittee 
that  the  Royal  Society  should  suffer.  The 
Boyal  Society  occupied  the  whole  of  the 
Test  side  of  the  grouad  floor  of  the  build- 
ing, and  a  large  octagonal  room  at  the 
8oath  Old.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
Boyal  Society  even  there  were  properly 
honsed,  or  that  they  had  room  for  their 
tzcdlent  Ubrary;  but  the  question  the 
Committee  had  to  consider  then  was  the 
teaoie  of  the  rooms,  and  he  considered — 
and  he  thought  the  Committee  agreed  with 
him— that  whatever  legal  right  the  Royal 
Society  might  have,  they  certaialy  had  the 
moral  right  to  continue  the  use  of  their 
'prescDt  rooms,  or,  in  tiie  event  of  those 
rooms  being  imperatively  required  for 
gallery  space,  they  should  not  be  turned 
oat  unless  and  until  some  equivalent 
acoonimodation  could  be  provided  at  the 
pablio  cost.  He  did  not  know  what  the 
intoition  of  the  right  hon.  Ckntleman 
the  Secretary  iat  Scotland  was  on  that 
pemt  He  had  hoped  he  would  have 
made  a  statem«it  earlier  in  the  debate, 
becanse  it  might  have  saved  time.  But 
be  had  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
^was  well  advised  in  waiting  to  reply  to 


the  whole  debate.  What  he  should  like 
to  be  assured  was  that  if  it  was  the 
intention,  as  he  believed,  to  di>> 
possess  the  Royal  Society  in  the  Royal 
Institution,  at  all  events  adequate 
provision  would  be  made  for  their 
accommodation,  or,  at  any  rate,  some 
money  would  be  presented  to  them 
by  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
accommodation.  The  Bui  was  not  a 
Party  one.  They  desired  to  see  the 
Boai^  properly  constituted,  and  that 
it  might  be  an  efficient  maohinw 
properly  to  carry  out  the  duties 
which  it  was  called  upon  to  dis> 
charge.  He  still  thought  there  ou^t 
to  be  a  representative  element  on  the 
Board,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  in  Hke  hands  of  the  Scottish  Office. 
He  appealed  to  hon.  Members  not  to 
conduct  this  debate  in  a  controversial 
spirit.  He  was  perfectly  aware  that  the 
Scottish  Office  during  the  late  Gk)vemment 
was  of  the  same  opinion  as  apparently  the 
Scottish  Office  was  now,  but  as  a  Member 
of  the  late  Government  he  did  not  agree 
vrith  that  particular  point,  and  he  ad- 
hered to  tiie  recommendations  of.  the 
Committee  over  which  he  presided.  He 
was  sure  the  distinguished  member  of  the 
Committee  sitting  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  would  agree  that  they  gave  very 
great  thought  and  took  very  great  pains 
over  their  Report.  He  could  not  think 
that  in  the  short  period  that  had  elapsed 
since  that  Report  was  presented  any 
reason  had  arisen  why  th)  Member)  of 
the  Committee  should  have  changed  their 
views.  Whilst  supporting  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  he  reserved  his  right 
to  move  or  support  Amendments  on  one 
or  two  points. 

The  SBCRETART  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  SiBTOLAiB,  Forfarshire)  said  he  was 
sure  the  Members  on  the  Ministerial  side 
of  the  House  welcomed  the  intervention 
in  the  debate  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down.  He  was  sure  also 
that  they  would  respond  to  his  appeal 
not  to  conduct  the  discussion  of  this  Bill 
on  Party  lines.  The  Government  had  no 
reason  to  complain  of  the  discussion  th%t 
had  taken  place.  It  was  said  that  this  Bill, 
which  had  been  founded  upon  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  presid^  over  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  had  not  followed 
the  Report  in  all  particulars.    That  was 
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true  in  regard  to  some  of  the  details,  bat 
the  spirit  and  the  intention  was  to 
disentangle  and  simplify  the  various 
functions  discharged  by  the  present 
Board  of  Manufactures,  and  that  was  done 
by  this  Bill,  taken  in  conjunction  with 
the  arrangements  which  were  now  being 
made  administratively.  On  behalf  of  the 
Qovemmeut,let  him  disclaim  emphatically 
any  idea  that  either  in  the  form  or  in  the 
spirit  of  their  proposals  was  any  prefer- 
ence shown,  or  intended  to  be  shown,  to 
the  interests  of  art  as  opposed  to  those 
of  science,  or  that  there  was  any  coolness 
or  neglect  by  the  present  Government 
towards  the  mterests  of  science  in  Scot- 
land. This  was  a  Bill  which  established 
new  machinery.  It  was  agreed  on  all 
Jiands  that  the  present  arrangements  did 
not  afford  adequate  scope  for  the  devel- 
opment of  either  [science  or  art.  New 
arrangements  were  necessary,  and  a 
stimulus  to  these  new  arrangements 
came  as  strongly  from  the  desire  to 
benefit  science  and  the  institution  which 
was  specially  identified  with  science  in 
Scotland  as  from  the  desire  to  benefit 
art  and  the  institution  identified  with 
art  in  that  country.  It  was  hoped  that 
the  Bill  would  afiord  adequate  scope  for 
the  development  for  a  considerable  time 
to  come  of  both  science  and  art  in 
Scotland.  Let  him  say  a  few  words 
about  the  present  allocation  of  the 
buildings.  By  Clause  3  of  the  Bill 
the  Board  of  Manufactures  ceased  to 
exist,  and  its  place  was  taken  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  seven  members 
nominated,  according  to  the  Bill,  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  The  Board  of 
Manufactures  consisted  of  twenty-eight 
members,  and  there  was  no  permanent 
chairman.  There  was  a  secretary  with 
a  salary  of  £500  a  year,  and  the  total 
annual  cost  of  the  whole  of  the  salaries  of 
the  department  amounted  to  £1,060. 
In  former  days  the  Board's  revenue  was 
devoted  to  the  assistance  of  various  in- 
dustries in  Scotland ;  hence  its  name. 
It  helped  fisheries,  woollen  and  linen 
manufactures,  the  cultivation  of  flax, 
and  other  miscellaneous  purposes.  These 
were  aU  passed  away,  and  its  duties  now 
were  confined  to  the  encouragement 
of  art  and  the  management  of  cert::ia 
institutions,  including  the  conduct  of  the 
School  of  Art,  the  maintenance  and 
management  of  the  National  Gallery 
Mr.  Sinclair. 


and  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  and 
the  manageinent    of    the  Applied   Art 
School,  recently  afiiliated  to  theSchoo 
of  Art.    The  buildings  under  whole  or 
partial  control  of  the  Board  of  MtEum- 
factures  were  the  Royal  Institution,  the 
National  Gallery,  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery,  and  Dunblane  Cathedral.     The 
arrangements  which  were  being  conducted 
in  conjunction  with  the  Bill  ehangedin 
important  respects  the  present  allocation 
of  the  buildings,  and  it  was  one  of  thoee 
changes  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Edinburgh  University  this  afternoon  had 
taken  exception  as  afiecting  the  Royal 
Society.     The   Royal  Institution  build- 
ing was  at  present  divided  between  the 
Board   Offices,   the  Royal  Society,  the 
Statue   Gallery,  the  School   of  Art  and 
Applied  Art  and  the  staff.    The  National 
GaUery  building  was  used  practically  for 
the'purposes  of  the  National  GaUery  and 
the  Royal  Academy.     What  the  Govern- 
ment were  endeavouring  to  do  was  to 
give  more  space  for  these  various    in- 
stitutions.   The  necessities  had  entirely 
outgrown    the    present    arrangements. 
That  was  true  of  the  governing  bodies, 
but  it  was  still  more  emphatically  true 
of  the  buildings.     The  National  Gallery 
had  no  room  for  development  because 
in   the   same   building   it   had    to  find 
quarters  for  the  exhibition  of  the  Royal 
Academy.    There  was  not  half  the  wall- 
space  that  was  required  for  either  of  these 
institutions.    The     Royal      Institution 
housed  the  Rojral   Society,  which  even 
now  wanted   greatly  increased   acc<Mn- 
modation.    In  both  buildings  there  was 
congestion,     friction,     discomfort,     and 
damage  to  all  the  interests  concerned. 
It  was  therefore  necessary  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  enabled  to  proceed  a 
further    stage    to-day    in    the    arrange- 
ments   which    it    contemplated     under 
this  Bill.    Parliament  alone  could  afiord 
the  assistance  for  which  he  pleaded  in  the 
interests  of  all  the  societies  concerned. 
It  was  true  that  the  Bill  rejected  a  scheme 
put   forward  by  the   Committee    for   a 
National  Gallery  to  cost  £200,000.     A* 
to  that  he  coidd  say  that  nothing  in  the 
Bill  and  no  arrangements  under  the  Bill 
were  a  real  obstacle  to  the  attainment 
at  some  future  date  of  the  scheme  out- 
lined in  the  Report.    The  ^Government 
did  not  feel  justified  in  puttmg  that  for- 
ward at  the  present  time  in  the  condition 
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of  public  opinion  either  in  this  House  oi 
onteide,  and  they  were  putting  forward  a 
less  ambitions  scheme  in  the  full  con- 
fidence that  it  would  meet  for  a  con- 
siderable time  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
In  the  first  place,  under  the  new  arrange- 
ments the  Government  proposed  to  give 
to  tiie  National  (j^allerj  the  whole  of  the 
aoc(Hnmodstion  in  the  National  Gallery 
bmlding,  which  would  greatly  increase 
tiie  wall  space  and,  it  was  hoped,  give 
scope  for  the  development  of  the  Gallery, 
which  was  a  national  one.  In  regard  to 
the  other  buildings,  arrangements  were 
beine  made,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Edinburgh  Town  Coimcil  and  the  Heriot 
Watt  CoU^,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
School  of  Ajrt  which  should  have  adequate 
premises  in  another  part  of  the  city, 
tnd  he  had  no  doabt  that  with 
the  friendly  co-operation  of  the  Town 
Council  and  t^e  college  authorities 
the  scheme  would  be  brought  to 
a  raccessful  conclusion.  That  left  the 
Royal  Society  and  the  Royal  Academy 
onpiovided  for.  Both  bodies  had  equal 
claims  upon  the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  became  a  question  as  to 
whuh  of  these  two  bodies  should  occupy 
tiie  Royal  Institution  building.  There 
was  not  room  for  both,  and  after  a  full 
consideration  of  the  case,  taking  in  view 
tiie  necessity  that  any  pnbUc  exhibition 
of  pictures  should  be  accessible  to  the 
pnblic,  the  choice  of  the  Government  was 
clear  that  the  Princes  Street  site  was  that 
to  which  the  Royal  Academy  and  ex- 
hiUtion  pictures  had  the  prior  claim.  He 
conM  assure  the  House,  however,  that  the 
pledge  which  he  gave  to  a  deptation 
of  the  Royal  Society  in  Edinbor^  that 
tiieii  reasonable  claims  should  be  met 
in  a  reasonable  spirit  would  be  most 
tiioToughly  and  accurately  adhered  to. 
In  the  first  place,  he  ought  to  recognise 
tiw  way  in  which  the  Royal  Society 
had  &ced  the  situation,  and  he  ought  to 
recognise  also  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  gratitude  the  fact  that  they 
were  now  in  co-operation  with  the  Royal 
Society  in  endeavouring  to  find  an  ade- 
quate solution  of  the  problem.  He 
himself  had  no  doubt  that  by  the  time 
this  Bill  rmched  the  Conmiittee  he  would 
be  able  to  report  that  the  claims  of  the 
Boyal  Society  had  been  adequately  met. 
The  question  of  the  vesting  of  the  build- 
ings in  the  Board  of  Works  had  been  raised. 
VOL  CLXII.    [FouETH  Sebies.] 


That  was  not  so  simple  an  operation  &> 
some  of  his  hon.  friends  seemed  to  think. 
It  was  not  his  duty  on  this  occasion  to 
enter  into  arguments  as  to  whether  the 
control  of  Parliament  over  the  Board  of 
Works  was  or  was  not  sufficient.  The 
practical  point  for  them  to  consider 
to-day  was  whether  it  was  an  advantage 
or  disadvantage  that  these  buildings 
should  be  so  vested.  He  thought  un- 
doubtedly there  was  a  distinct  advantage 
in  so  vesting  them,  inasmuch  as  they 
would  be  maintained  and  paid  for  at  the 
cost  of  the  Board  of  Works.  They 
could  not  have  it  both  ways.  They 
could  not  avoid  the  control  of  the  Board 
of  Works  if  the  Board,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Treasury,  found  all  the  money 
for  the  maintenance  of  these  buildings, 
and  it  was  partly  the  advantage  of  the 
new  state  of  things  that  British  money, 
so  to  speak,  would  go  to  this  purpose,  and 
that  a  draft  for  the  upkeep  of  tliese  national 
buildings  would  not  be  made  upon  money 
which  was  purely  Scottish.  That  was 
really  the  practical  purpose  of  this  change. 
Requests  had  been  made  by  both  the 
Royal  Academy  and  the  Royal  Society 
that  they  should  be  mentioned  in  this  Bill. 
It  was  not  considered  necessary  that 
they  should  be  mentioned.  Tlus  Bill 
was  for  a  limited  purpose.  A  good  deal 
had  been  said  to-day  about  the  failure  of 
the  Board  of  Manufactures  to  carry  out 
its  work.  Ha  did  not  think,  however, 
that  they  should  allow  the  Board  of  Manu- 
factures to  pass  away  without  a  recogni- 
tion of  its  long  history,  and  the  useful 
work  which  it  had  done  in  Scotland. 
The  necessities  of  the  case  had  outgrown 
the  situation,  and  this  Bill  proposed  to  set 
up  an  authority  which  had  a  definite  and 
limited  duty.  In  defining  and  limiting 
that  duty  it  was  hoped  to]  increase  and 
press  upon  the  authority  its  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility. The  duty  of  this  new  Board 
of  Trustees  would  be  to  manage  these 
buildings  and  to  purchase  pictures  as  they 
were  allowed  by  the  grant.  Much  criticism 
had  been  passed  to-day  upon  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  governing  body.  This  was 
entirely  a  matter  which  should  be  discussed 
and  decided  in  Committee.  He  would 
venture  to  place  his  own  opinion  before 
the  House,  but  he  acknowledged  the  weight 
of  opinion  which  had  been  expressed 
to-day  in  favour  of  the  introduction 
of  some  representative  element.  H» 
I 
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could  assure  the  House  that  he 
would  not  fail  to  show  every  disposi- 
tion to  consider  the  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  point.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Manu- 
factures would  not  do.  A  Board  of 
twenty-eight  members  was  far  too  large 
for  any  business  body,  and  those  who 
knew  anything  of  business  in  Scotland 
knew  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  an  adequate  meeting  of  any 
large  body,  or  of  any  small  body  some- 
times, in  Edinburgh.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  committees  which  were 
national  in  character,  and  unless  the 
business  was  important,  it  was  extremely 
difficult  to  secure  a  big  attendance. 

Mr.  GULLAND:  On  nominated 
boards. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  said  he  was  referring 
to  elected  boards.  His  hon.  friend 
objected  to  the  Board  because  it  was 
nominated.  Let  them  consider  the 
question  dispassionately.  There  were 
two  sides  to  every  question.  Let  them 
hear  what  could  be  said  on  the  other  side, 
because,  after  all,  they  had  to  come  to  a 
decision  on  the  point  on  a  future  occasion, 
and  he  held  himself  perfectly  free  to 
alter  his  opinion,  as  he  dared  say  his 
hon.  friend  held  himself  free  to  alter 
his.  This  Board  had  to  manage 
the  galleries  and  to  purchase  pictures. 
The  Conimittee's  suggestion  was  that  the 
Board  should  be  partly  nominated  by 
various  bodies  and  partly  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  His  hon. 
fnend  had  suggested,  and  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  had  expressed  sympathy  with 
the  view,  that  it  should  be  an  elected 
body.  He  thought  all  agreed  so  far  that 
it  should  be  a  small  body.  But  it  was 
very  difficult  to  elect  a  small  body  to 
carty  out  a  national  work.  How  were 
they  to  be  elected  and  by  whom  ?  How 
were  they  to  achieve  a  fair  representa- 
tion of  all  the  interests  ?  He  was  point- 
ing out  the  considerations  which  had  led 
the  Govenmient  to  put  forward  the  Bill 
in  its  present  form  as,  at  any  rate,  the 
basis  for  discussion.  Let  them  look  also 
at  the  experience  elsewhere.  He  had 
made  such  researches  as  had  been 
possible.  He  had  examined  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  governing  bodies  of  national 
galleries  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
''    Mr.  Sinclair, 


He  had  had  the   opportunity  of  con- 
ferring  with   men  who  were  certainly 
great  authorities  in  this  matter,  and  he 
found  no  testimony  whatever  in  favour 
of  an  elected  board  for  this  particular 
purpose.    Nor  was  it  asked  for  by  those 
who  were  perhaps  specially  interested, 
namely,    the    members    of    the    Royal 
Academy.    At    any    rate,     the     Royal 
Academy  raised  noobjection  on  that  point. 
As  to  the  principle  of  election  it  was  his 
desire  that  they  should  arrive  at  th<>  best 
solution  of  this  particular  point  in  the 
interest    of    all    concerned.    He    could 
assure  his  hon.  friends  that  every  clause 
of  this  Bill  had  been  the  subject  of  most 
anxious  and  careful  consideration,   and 
that  it  had  not  been  until  after  the  most 
detailed  examination  of  all  its  provisions, 
and  of  their  possible  consequences,  thr.t 
it  had  been  brought  before  the  House  in 
its  present  form.    These  were  Committee 
points,  and  again  he  gave  the  assurance 
that  so  far  as  the  Government  were  con- 
cerned they  had  a  completely  open  mind 
with    regard    to    them.     He    had   been 
asked  whether  he  could  give  an  assurance 
that  this  Bill  would  come  on  as  the  first 
Bill  after  the  holidays.    Hon.  Members 
must  know  that  he  had  the  warmest 
sympathy  with  that  suggestion,  but  he 
was  not  able  to  give  that  assurance  at 
the  present  time.    He  was  not  able  to 
give  an^  indication  of  what  the  future  of 
the  Bill  would  be,  but  he  appealed  to  the 
House  to  allow  it  to  be  read  a  second  time 
now.    No  interest  would  be  prejudiced 
through    that    being    done.    It    would 
enable  the  Government  to  proceed  further 
with  the  negotiations  which  were  now 
going  on,  and  which  he  confidently  hoped 
would  be  brought  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion.   He  woulfi  ask  his  hon.  friends  to 
remember  that  the  present  might  be  a 
golden  opportunity  for  settling  this  ques- 
tion in  a  satisfactory  way.   If  t^^ey  allowed 
the  opportunity  to   pass  it  might  very 
well  be  that  in  a  subsequent  session  they 
would  find  the  interests  of  the  Bill  con- 
flicting with  the  interests  of  some  other 
Bill  against  whose  claims  it  might  have 
to  be  weighed. 

*Mb.  BUTCHER  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) said  that  as  he  had  not  the  honour 
of  being  a  Scottish  representative  his 
apology  for  speaking  on  this  Bill  was  that 
he  had   had  a  connection  for    twenty- 
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jeais  with  Edinburgh,  and  that  the  case 
for  the  Boyal  Society  of  Edinburgh  was 
to  his  mind  the  case  of  Learning  and 
Science  throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  charter  of  the  Society  went  back  to 
1783,  and  the  Society  was  now  one  of  the 
great  scientific  centres  of  the  whole  United 
Kingdom.  It  had  a  library  which  was 
considted  by  people  from  all  parts  of  Soot- 
land,  and  in  the  last  ten  years  the  cost 
of  publication  of  its  works  of  research 
had  been  actu  ally  doubled.  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  would  reidily  understand 
that  this  Bill  did  create  very  deep 
anxiety  and  apprehension  in  regard  to  the 
future  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
and  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
just  said  would  be  read  with  great  relief  not 
only  in  Edinburgh,  but  all  over  Scotland. 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  had  renewed 
in  more  emphatic  terms  the  pledge  which 
he  gave  some  time  ago  in  Edinburgh  that 
reasonable  claims  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  E!dinburgh  would  not  be  overlooked 
if  effect  was  given  to  this  Bill  and  the 
Royal  Society  was  ejected  from  its 
buildings.  The  tenure  under  which  the 
Koyal  Society  held  the  buildings  was  very 
pecnliar.  It  was  only  a  tenant  of  the 
buildings,  but  at  the  same  time  a 
tenant  under  what  was  virtually  a 
trust,  and  more  than  one  distin- 
guished Judge  in  Scotland  had  stated 
publicly  that  the  Society  could  not 
fairly  and  equitably  be  dispossessed 
of  its  present  accommodation  without 
receiving  equivalent  accommodation 
elsewhere.  That,  he  believed,  was 
admitted  now  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  The  Society  had  no  formal 
legal  right,  it  was  true,  but  it  occupied 
rooms  which  were  built  for  three  ptir- 
poees,  namely,  art,  science,  and  arche- 
ology, and  there  it  had  been  for  the  last 
dghty  years.  He  urged  that  when  a 
settlement  came  to  be  made  with  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  it  should  be 
put  in  not  only  as  good  a  position  as 
it  held  to-day,  but  a  very  much  better 
position.  He  admitted  that  no  site  could 
be  superior  to  that  on  which  the  present 
bmldu^  stood,  but  the  Society  should  be 
pot  in  a  better  position  in  regard  to  re- 
cognition from  the  State  for  the  great 
public  service  it  was  doing.  Scotland 
had  received  most  penurious  treatment 
in  tiuB  respect  as  compared  with  the 
other  p«rt8  of  t^e  United  Kingdom.  It 


would  not  be  fair,  of  course,  to  compare 
the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  with  the 
Royal  Society  of  London  as  they  worked 
on  such  a  diSerent  scale ;  but  he  compared 
the  Royal  Irish  Academy  with  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh.  He  did 
not  know  to  what  the  difierence  in  their 
treatment  was  due.  He  believed  that  for 
some  reason  or  other  Scotland  was  not 
so  articulate  as  Ireland.  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  Scotland  would  press  their 
claims  in  the  way  Irish  Members  did 
theirs,  he  did  not  think  the  anomaly 
and  absurdity  would  continue.  The 
Royal  Irish  Academy,  starting  with  the 
same  grant  of  £3()0  a  year,  which  was 
still  enjoyed  by  the  Royal  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  had  by  successive  incre- 
ments gone  up  to  £1,500,  and  was  in  addi- 
tion rent  free.  The  £300  received  by 
Edingburgh  had  to  be  paid  over  for  rent. 
That  seemed  to  him  a  real  Scottish 
grievance  calling  for  remedy.  He 
hoped  that  when  the  question  of  the 
housing  of  the  Royal  Society  came  to  be 
considered  by  the  Treasury  Scotland 
would  be  treated  in  a  much  less  parsi- 
monious spirit  than  hitherto.  The 
demand  for  an  increased  grant  was 
unanswerable.  It  was  a  great  relief  to 
learn  that  the  fear  was  groundless  that 
under  this  Bill  Art  in  Scotland  was  to  be 
aided  only  at  the  expense  of  Science. 

Mb.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire)  said 
they  were  all  agreed  that  Scotland  should 
get  more  money,  and  he  was  sure  they 
would  have  the  aid  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  spoken  in  their  efforts  m 
that  direction.  He  had  listened  to  this  de- 
bate with  a  more  or  leas  impartial  mind, 
and,  while  there  was  a  great  deal  in  the 
Bill  with  which  they  all  thoroughly  sympa- 
thised, there  were  points  which  created 
strong  feeling.  He  thought  the  main 
point  was  whether  the  body  should  be 
representative  or  not.  On  that  point, 
which  was  one  of  Committee,  there  was 
room  for  a  g;reat  deal  of  discussion. 
For  his  own  part  he  should  be  pleased  to 
relegate  it  to  the  Committee,  but  his 
friends  who  were  inclined  to  oppose  the 
Bill  felt  that  in  Committee  the  Govern- 
ment might  override  their  opinion. 
That  risk  would  be  minimised  if  the 
Bill  were  sent  to  a  committee  upstairs 
composed  wholly  or  mainly  of  Scottish 
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Members,  but  it  could  not  be  entirely  pre- 
vented, because  a  Government  could 
always  have  supremacy  in  a  House 
where  they  had  a  majority.  It  would  be 
unreasonable  to  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  to  give  a  pledge  on  that  subject. 
It  was  a  matter  for  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  Government,  and  he  could  only  hope 
that  the  Bill  would  be  sent  to  a  Committee 
upstairs.  If  they  were  clearly  '  to 
imderstand  that  in  Committee  there 
would  be  full  scope  for  discussion,  he 
would  suggest  that  his  hon.  friend  might 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Lord      BALCABKES     (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  said  he  agreed  that  it  was  quite 
time   that    a    reform    was    made     in 
the  arrangements  for  the  management 
of  the  Scottish  Art  Gralleries.    In  the 
words  of  the  Report  of  the  Departmental 
Committee,    museums    or  art    galleries 
managed  on  the  principles  which  had 
hitherto    obtained    must    be    dead    in- 
stitutions without  that  organic   life   or 
movement  which,  from  the  very  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  ought  to  be  an  essential 
to  the  conduct  of  a  museum  and    art 
gallery.    For  his  own  part  nothing  could 
have   condemned   the   Board   of   Manu- 
f.ictures     more     than    their    own     last 
annual  Report.     A  few  months  ago  an' 
endeavour  was  made  to  secure  for  the 
nation  the  superb  portrait  of  Sir  Henry 
Raebum,  by    himself.    A    few    private 
individuals,    headed    by    Sir    Thomss' 
Gibson-Carmichael,  subscribed  the  money 
by  which  the  picture  was  secured  by  the 
nation ;    but    not    a    word     appeared 
in  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Manu- 
factures in  r^ard  to  the  matter.    He  was 
glad  to  say,  however,  that  Sir  Thomas 
Gibson-Carmichael     had     since      been 
honoured  by  being  made  a  Trustee  of 
the  National  Gallery.    He  approved  of 
the  proposal  in  the  Bill  for  a  nominated 
Board,  although  the  hon.  Gentleman  be- 
low the  Gangway  and  his  friends  recom- 
mended   a    representative    Board.    He 
wanted  to  know,  representative  of  whom? 

Mb.  GULLAND:  Representative  of 
other  galleries,  and  of  the  people  of 
Scotland. 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  he  could  ngtt 
see  any  advantage  of  having  scientific  so.: 
cieties  associated  in  the  management  of 

Mr.  Crombie. 


the  National  Gallery,  or  that  the  Royal 
Burghs  had  any  status  whatever  in  the 
matter  of    looking    after    a     National 
Gallery.     The   Royal   Burghs    in  Eng- 
land were  not  represented  on  the  body 
which   looked   after   the   National  Ait 
Gallery  in  London.     The  hon.  Member 
for  Dumfries  Burghs  had  said  that  he 
thought   a   representative  body  would 
be    in    a    better    and    more   indepen- 
dent   position    in  pressing  for    money 
grants,   but  he  did  not  think  that  a 
body  representing  the  Royal  Burghs,  or 
the    Geographical    and    other  scientific 
societies  would  be  in  a  stronger  position 
to  demand  money  from  the  Government 
than  a  n«minated  Board.    He  did  not 
agree    with    the   hon.    Gentleman   who 
seconded  the  Amendment,  that  this  was 
a  one-man  Bill,  and  that  the  new  Board 
would  be  dominated  by  a  Secretary  in 
London.    After  aU,  he  did  not  thiidc  it 
was  fair  criticism  to  say  that  because  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  had  to  spend  the 
greater  part  of  the  Parliamentary  year 
in    London     he    was    not    under    the 
control  of  the  people  of  Scotland,    The 
next  question  after  that  of  representation 
which  exercised  hon.  Members  opposite 
was  as  to  how  the  property  was  to  be 
dealt  with.    Before  they  could  settle  how 
the  property  was  to  be  vested,  it  should 
be  clearly  tmderstood  what  the  policy  of 
the  new  body  was  to  be.       An  hon. 
Gentleman    had    said    that    Edinburgh 
Castle  and  Linlithgow  Palace  shoidd  be 
transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  new 
Board.    He   was  no   great   admirer    of 
what  had  been  done  by  the  Ofiice  of  Works 
in  dealing  with  the  ancient  buildings  and 
palaces  of  Scotland.    He  himself,  having 
an  intense  interest  in  the  preservation  of 
these  ancient    buildings,   thought    that 
greater  power  should  be  given  to  those 
in  charge  of  them  to  prevent  damage 
being  done.     He  hoped  that  it  was  not 
proposed  to  transfer  the  buildings  referred 
to  in  the  Bill  to  the  new  Board.     The 
buildings  of   the    British   Museum,    for 
instance,  were  not  vested  in  the  trustees  of 
the  British  Museum,  but  in  the  Board  of 
Works.  Heventuredtosuggesttotheright 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
that  he  should  consider  the  propriety   of 
recognising  in  the  text  of  the  Bill  the  title 
of  the  Royal  Society  and  of  the  Royal 
Scottish  Academy  to  full  recognition  and 
accommodation,  in  either  the  existing  or 
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the  propoeed  new  boildings.  He  was 
prqiued  to  support  tiie  Bill  as  it 
stood,  tboogh  it  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  compnmiiae,  and  he  was  sure  that 
when  hon.  Members  come  to  work  out 
their  scheme  of  representation,  about 
which  they  talked  so  glibly,  they  would 
find  that  the  task  wad  more  difficult 
than  they  thought. 

Ms.  PIBIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  was  grateful 
for  tiie  request  coming  from  the  Opposi- 
tion side  of  the  House  and  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Edinburgh  University 
that  this  Bin  should  be  referred  to  a 
Scottish  Grand  Committee.  He  thought 
tiiat  suggestion,  coming  from  the 
Conservative  side  of  ttie  House,  formed 
s  vdcome  landmark.  He  hoped  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  would  not  only 
take  to  heart  the  question  of  referring 
this  Bill  to  a  Scottish  Grand  Committee, 
bat  would  do  so  in  the  case  of  all  Bills 
applying  exclusively  to  Scotland.  Scot- 
land bad  been  Ideated  with  deplorable 
parsimony  for  tjie  last  ten  years.  In 
ngaxd  to  Art  tiiat  parsimony  had 
been  increasing.  His  only  p<Hnt  of 
aknn  was  that  the  Secretary  tor  Scot- 
land was  not  able  to  give  a  pledge  that 
this  Bill  should  go  to  a  Scottish  Grand 
Committee,  bat  except  upon  that  one 
point  he  was  in  agreement  with  everything 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said.  He 
earnestly  urged  that  a  Scottish  Grand 
Committee  should  be  constituted  before 
the  end  of  the  session  and  that  this  Bill 
shoold  be  sent  to  it. 

'Mb.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan)  said  it  was  essential  that  this 
question  should  be  settled  in  accordance 
with  the  instructed  opinion  of  Scotland. 
They  had  great  artists  in  Scotland,  also 
iimg  voluntary  associations  of  art-lovers, 
and  he  pleaded  for  a  national  system  in 
diis  matter.  Such  a  system  could  not  be 
carried  out  by  a  wooden  officialdom,  and 
he  should  like  to  have  an  assurance  that 
this  matter  was  to  be  settled  principally 
by  Scotsmen  associated  only  with  those 
u^hmen  and  Irishmen  who  took  a 
living  interest  in  our  national  affairs. 

MR.BOLAND  (Kerry,  8.)  said  the  Irish 
Nationalist  Members  had  great  Bym- 
pathy  with  the  aspirations  of  Scotland  in 
this  matter,  and   would   endeavour  to 


assist  Scottish  Members  in  securing  what 
they  desired.  There  should,  he  argued, 
be  freedom  in  art,  and  he  hoped  when 
the  case  of  Ireland  was  dealt  with  they 
might  secure  the  support  of  Scottish 
Members  for  their  claims. 

Ma.  C.  E.  PRICE  (Edinburgh,  Central) 
h(q>ed  that  the  Government  would  con- 
sent to  the  Bill  being  referred  to  a  Scottish 
representative  Committee  whose  decision 
would  be  accepted  by  all  the  Scottish 
Members. 

♦Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON 
(Lanarkshire,  N.W.)  appealed  to  the 
House  to  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Reading.  Ue  personally  as  a  Scots- 
man welcomed  the  Bill  simply  because 
he  felt  that  by  it  they  were  getting 
from  the  Treasury  some  money  which 
belonged  to  Scotland.  That  was  an 
achievement  upon  which  he  was  per- 
fectly prepared  to  congratulate  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  getting  money  which  had 
been  owing  to  Scotland  not  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  only,  as  luid  been  stated,  but 
froih  a  date  very  much  further  back.  If 
there  was  any  blame  attaching  to  the 
matter  it  attached  to  generations  of 
predecessors  of  those  who  represented 
Scotland  to-day.  He  desired  to  associate 
himself  with  what  the  Secretary  fo: 
Scotland  had  said  in  regard  to  tht 
constitution  of  the  Board.  The  proposi- 
tion that  these  Boards  should  be  elected 
was  entirely  novel  and  it  was  not 
the  proposition  put  forward  by  the 
Committee.  The  Committee  proposed 
that  the  members  should  be  nominated, 
but  that  they  should  be  nominated  by 
various  bodies  and  representatives  of 
those  various  bodies.  His  objection, 
so  far  as  he  cared  to  raise  any 
objection,  was  that  it  was  very  difficult 
to  fix  responsibility  for  elected  bodies 
on  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  but  if 
there  was  a  nominative  body  responsible 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  anybody 
dissatisfied  with  the  action  of  that  board 
eould  come  down  and  say  "  The  board  for 
which  you  are  responsible  has  committed 
what  we  believe  to  be  a  mistake.  Now 
we  wish  to  have  your  opinion,  and  want 
to  know  whether  you  are  prepared  to 
put  it  right."  Again,  if  they  were  to  have 
a  representative  body  how  far  was  that 
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representation  to  go  1  A  claim  had  been 
put  forward  for  a  Glasgow  representative 
on  this  Board,  but,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leith  Burghs  had  pointed  out,  there 
were  other  dwtricta  in  Scotland  with 
very  high  claims  to  representation,  and  if 
they  admitted  all  those  claims  they 
would  go  near  to  make  the  board  as  cum- 
brous and  as  imwieldy  as  the  old  one. 
The  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leith  Burghs  as  to  the  fabric  had 
been  already  dealt  with ;  the  real  point 
was  that  the  Board  of  Works  were 
in  future  going  to  undertake  the 
maintenance  and  the  upkeep  of  these 
buildings,  and  if  any  Members  who  ob- 
jected to  handing  these  matters  over 
to  the  Board  of  Works  were  prepared  to 
say  that  the  new  Board  were  to  undertake 
the  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  the  fabric, 
the  Committee  no  doubt  would  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  that.  He  personally 
dissented  from  any  such  suggestion, 
because  he  thought  that  that  matter 
ought  to  be  left  to  a  national  Depart- 
ment. As  to  the  Royal  Society,  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  had,  when  in 
Edinburgh,  given  an  assurance  on  this 
matter;  the  right  hon.  Crentleman  had 
repeated  that  assurance  to-day,  but  he 
thought  that  the  House  would  much 
appreciate  it  if  the  Prime  Minister  in  his 
capacity  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
could  contribute  something  more  to  that 
assurance.  In  his  view  this  matter  could 
be  adequately  discussed  in  the  Committee 
stage  and  he  hoped  therefore  that  the 
hon.  Member  would  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

♦Mr.  J.  M.  HENDERSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.)  said  the  Board  need  not  be  of 
so  unwieldly  a  number  as  twenty-eight; 
it  might  well  be  a  body  of  twelve.  On 
that  board  they  should  have  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  four  principal  towns 
in  Scotland.  Glasgow  had  an  excellent 
Art  School  and  a  splendid  gallery; 
Aberdeen  had  a  splendid  gallery  which, 
though  smaller  than  that  of  Edin- 
burgh, showed  that  the  inhabitants 
of  that  town  had  done  more  for  the 
progress  of  art  in  twenty  years  than 
Edinburgh  had  done  in  double  the  time. 
The  feeling  that  existed  in  these  towns 
was  that  everything  was  being  done  for 
Edinburgh.  The  Bill  spoke  of  Edinburgh 
and  did  not  recognise  any  other  gallery 
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but  the   Edinburgh  Art  Gallery.    They 
could  easily  get  a  Committee  of  twelve 
from    Edinburgh,    Glasgow,    Aberdeen, 
Dundee  and  the  other  large  towns  of 
Scotland.    He    did    not    care    whether 
they  were  elected  or  nominated  so  long 
as   the   large    towns   of   Scotland   who 
had    spent    large    sums    on    their   art 
schools    and    galleries  were  recognised. 
He    failed    to    see  why,  if    the  whole 
of  the  grant  was  used  for  the  purpose 
of   buying  pictures,  all    those  pictures 
should    go    to  the   Edinburgh  gallery. 
It  was  quite  right  to  spend  money  to 
make     Edinburgh    attractive,     but    if 
money  was  to  be  spent  for  the  plea«ure 
and  enlightenment  of  the  people  of  Scot- 
land and  the  Empire  that  money  ought 
to  be  spread  over  the  country,  so  far  as 
the  purchase  of  pictures  was  concerned, 
so  that  each  town  could  have  its  share. 
All  these  four  towns  had  good  galleries, 
and  would  claim  some  of  the  fund  in  order 
to  stimulate  the  generosity  of  the  citizens, 
already  so  great  and  commendable.     He 
hoped  the  Prime  Minister  would  see  his 
way    to    give    Scotland    a    Committee 
entirely   of   Scottish   Members,  because 
this  was  naturally  a  Scottish  subject,  and 
he  was  quite  sure  they  would  never  give 
satisfaction   in   the   north  until      these 
large  towns  were  represented. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.)  said 
he  fully  appreciated  that  the  difficulties 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  hal 
to  face  in  getting  an  adequate  Board 
were  very  considerable,  but  he  thought 
that  in  getting  a  small  Board  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  was  on  the  whole  gomg 
on  right  lines.  It  would  not  be  possible 
adequately  to  find  representation  for  all 
those  bodies  which  might  reasonably 
claim  representation.  The  number  of 
such  bodies  in  Scotland  was  large, 
and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
appointed  a  representative  from  every 
body  which  could  put  in  an  ade- 
quate claim  to  be  represented  the  Board 
would  be  too  large  and  unwieldy. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told 
the  House  that  he  had  carefully 
studied  this  question  and  made  in- 
quiries as  to  what  were  the  cus- 
toms of  similar  galleries  abroad. 
Then* again  some  hon.  Members  sug- 
gested that  this  Bill  should  be  submitted 
t«  a  Scottish  Grand  Comnittee.    If  ever 
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there  was  a  question  of  an  Imperial 
nature,  surely  it  was  this  one.  The  claimB 
in  regard  to  this  question  were  not  upon 
the  Exchequer  of  Scotland,  but  upon 
the  Imperial  Exchequer,  He  did  not 
think  Scotland  had  had  anything 
Hke  just  or  fair  treatment  in  this 
session  of  Parliament,  and  he  hoped  that 
in  future  Scottish  affairs  would  not  be 
dealt  with  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  at  the 
end  of  the  session,  but  that  ade- 
quate time  would  be  allowed  for 
their  discussion.  With  regard  to  the 
Scottish  Grand  Committee,  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman,  whilst  he  had  in- 
formed himself  by  every  possible  means, 
appeared  to  have  taken  that  course 
wUch  was  always  the  least  satisfactory. 
After  saying  he  had  looked  into  every 
comer  of  the  question,  he  had  wound  up 
by  saying  that  he  had  an  open  mind. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR  said  that  what  he 
stated  was  that  he  would  approach  all 
these  matters  in  Committee  with  a 
readiness  to  give  fuU  weight  to  all  the 
arguments  used. 

Mb.  COCHRANE  said  he  did  not  think 
that  a  Scottish  Grand  Committee  would 
be  a  very  satisfactory  body  to  deal  with 
this  question  on  many  grounds.  In  the 
first  place  these  were  subjects  of  Imperial 
interest,  and  a  purely  Scottish  Grand 
Committee  would  not  be  the  best  body 
to  deal  with  science  and  art.  A» 
Scotsmen  he  thought  they  would  be 
wise  and  liberal-minded  if  they  invited 
the  assistance  and  support  of  Mem 
bers  from  other  parts  of  Great 
Britain,  who  would  be  willing  on 
a  Committee  to  give  them  the  bene- 
fit of  their  advice  and  experience. 
In  dealing  with  the  question  of  science, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  words  had 
fallen  short  of  what  he  bad  antici- 
pated. This  was  a  question  of  the 
most  vital  interest,  and  all  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
was  that  he  had  not  any  coldness  towards 
science.  He  thought  that  was  a  very 
unsatisfactory  and  insufficient  way  of 
describing  the  feelings  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  towards  science.  * 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  What  I  sUted  was 
that  the  Government  did  not  wish  to 


treat  these  two  separate  interests  ex- 
cept upon  absolutely  equal  terms. 

Mb.  COCHRANE  said  he  had  Ustened 
very  oarefuUy  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  had  written  down  his  words. 


Mb.  SINCLAIR : 
them  here. 


And  I  also  have  got 


Mb.  COCHRANE  said  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  contravening 
in  any  way  the  custom  of  the  House  by 
reading  his  speeches  verbatim  e<  literaitn. 
The  actual  words  used  were  what  he  had 
stated.  He  was  pleased  that  their 
feelings  towards  science  were  not  of  a 
lukewarm  character,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  taking  a  warm,  firm  and  in- 
tense interest  in  the  promotion  of  science. 
He  hoped  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
would  use  all  his  efforts  to  see  that  the 
claims  of  Scotland  were  fully  recognLsed. 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  mind  taking  the  House  into  his  con- 
fidence and  giving  them  some  idea  of  the 
terms  which  he  thought  would  adequately 
and  fairly  meet  the  claims  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Edinburgh. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR :  That  would  not  be 
possible  without  prejudic*  to  the  ar- 
rangements which  are  now  proceeding. 

Mb.  COCHRANE  said  he  had  a  most 
profound  mistrust  not  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  his  sincerity,  but  of  the 
action  which  would  be  taken  by  the 
Treasury  when  this  matter  came  to  br 
dealt  with.  He  had  always  found 
that  the  Treasury  oonsidered  themselves 
custodians  of  the  national  purse,  but  the 
limit  of  their  generosity  was  generally 
reached  when  they  crossed  the  Tweed.  He 
was  somewhat  fortified  in  that  view 
by  an  expression  of  opinion  by  Sir 
Francis  Mowatt,  before  the  Depart- 
mental Committee.  He  stated  that 
the  rates  of  the  National  Gallery 
were  paid  by  the  Treasury  in  Ireland, 
but  in  Scotland  they  were  not  paid 
by  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  The  treat- 
ment of  the  two  nations  had  never  been 
the  same,  and  Ireland  had  always  been 
the  spoiled  child  whilst  Scotland  was  the 
snubbed  child  of  the  Government.  It  was 
contended  that  the  treatment  had  been 
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equal,  but  Scotland  had  been  content  to 
be  snubbed  in  this  matter,  and  they  had 
never  been  treated  with  the  same  con- 
sideration as  was  extended  to  Ii  eland.  He 
did  not  grudge  any  of  the  grants 
made  to  Ireland,  but  he  thought 
they  should  stand  together  and  see  that 
Scotland  was  fairly  treated.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Rojral  Society,  it  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory  and  helpful  and 
would  not  in  any  way  have  delayed  the 
consideration  of  this  measure  had  the 
right  hoQ.  Qentlemon  felt  himself  in  a 
position  to  give  some  sketch  as  to 
what  he  thought  was  fair  and  adequate 
treatment.  One  hoo.  Member  had  stated 
that  a  suggestion  had  been  made  that 
£120,000  should  be  spent  on  National 
Galleries  in  Scotland.  Any  sum  short 
of  that  would  not  be  adequate  treat- 
ment for  science  and  art  in  Scotland. 
With  regard  to  the  Royal  Society, 
it  had  done  a  great  work  in  Scotland, 
but  ever  since  the  year  1780  they 
had  been  struggling  along  with  inadequate 
means.  They  received  now  a  miserable 
contribution  of  £300  a  year,  which  the 
Government  took  back  in  the  form  of 
rent.  He  appealed  to  hon.  Members 
not  to  be  satisfied  with  a  mere  statement 
that  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  intended 
to  do  his  best.  As  far  as  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill  was  concerned  he 
should  support  it. 

Mb.  a.  DEWAR  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
thanked  tiie  Secretary  for  SooUand 
for  the  close  attention  he  had  given  to 
Scottish  interests,  for  he  had  taken  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  in  the  discharge  of  bis 
duties.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
actually  went  up  to  Edinburgh  in  order 
to  get  the  mind  of  the  Scottish  people 
on  tiie  spot.  They  thanked  him  f  oi:  that, 
and  they  thanked  him  for  this  Bill. 
Since  the  year  1847  they  had  had  a 
nominated  Board  in  connection  with  tiie 
galleries,  and  it  had  not  been  a  success. 
The  failure  was  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
a  nominated  Board  and  to  nothing  else. 
He  had  taken  the  trouble  to  go  over  the 
Report  which  had  been  issued,  and  he 
wished  to  make  a  few  quotations  to  show 
how  the  Board  had  failed.  The  Report 
said — 

"  We  are  satisfied  that  the  preaent  composi- 
tion of  the  Uoard  is  not  satisfactory.  We 
have   no   intention    of   leflecting    upon    th^ 
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capacity  of  the  individaal  membeis  of  the 
Board,  becanse  a  mere  perusal  of  the  list  oC 
distinguished  men  who  at  present  compose  it 
is  sufficient  to  refute  such  a  suggestion." 

That   was  perfeotiy  true,  for  he   had 
analysed      the      composition      of     the 
Board,      and      he      fotind      that      it 
contained       ten       Privy      Councillors, 
seven  peers,  seven  baronets,  six  judges, 
two   Imights,  and  five   esquires.    There 
was  not,  however,  a  business  man  upon 
the  Board,   and  never  had  been.     He 
recognised  that  some  of  the   members 
were  business  men,  but  they  had  never 
devoted  their  business  faculties  to  this 
particular  Board,  and  his  point  was  that 
the  reason  they  had  not  done  so  was  that 
they  were  responsible  to  no  one  and  they 
received  no  salary.    Nobody  in  Scotland 
had  any  real  control  over  the  Board,  and 
its  members  were  asked  to  attend  only 
about    ten  meetings   during    the   year. 
The  Report  said — 

"A  certain  nmnber  whose  names  we  need 
not  mention  never  attended  at  alL  An 
average  of  7*0  did  attend,  and  the  rest  never 
came  near  the  meetings." 

And  what  did  these  7-6  do  1 

The  Report  said — 

"  They  could  give  no  satisfactory  account  of 
their  meetings,  duties  or  powera.  We  learn 
that  their  meetings  were  not  frequent  and  no 
minutes  were  kept.  The  curator  discharges 
his  duties  admirably,  but  he  is  unduly 
restricted  by  the  policy,  or  want  of  policy,  of 
the  Board." 

That  was  a  very  serious  indictment  of 
the  Board  which  was  in  charge  of  Scottish 
art,  because  all  they  did  was  to  inter- 
fere with  the  only  man  who  knew  any- 
thing about  the  subject.  But  the  Report 
contained  a  more  comprehensive  indict- 
ment for  it  said — 

"Many  of  the  pictures  are  so  badly  hung 
that  it  is  impossible  to  see  them." 

The  first  duty  of  those  in  charge  of 
an  art  gallery  was  to  hang  pictures 
where  they  could  be  seen.  The  Report 
went  on  to  say — 

"  A  valuable  picture  was  lately  bequeathed, 
but  no  room  could  be  found  for  it  except  with 
dilBcnlty.  The  National  Gallery  is  not 
reasonably  clean." 

That  was  not  the  way  to  stimulate  public 
generosity,'and  if  there  had  been  more 
business  men  on  the  Board,  they  might 
have  taken  more  trouble  to  provide 
accommodation  and  see  that  the  gallery 
was  kept  in  a  condition  in  which  the  pubUc 
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could  comfortably  visit  the  establiah- 
ment  It  ma  said  that  the  management 
vu  sach  as  to  fail  to  inspire  the 
public  with  confidence.  To  whom  was 
tliis  Board  responsible  ?  Sorely  not  to 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  If  the 
members  of  this  Board  had  been  receiving 
salaries  the  Minister  at  the  House  would 
have  liad  some  control  over  them.  Then 
came  a  more  serious  charge — 

"Tkcj  iMve  faUed  to  |Mran  Soottish  claima 
for  equralent  treatment  in  regard  to  the 
purebase  of  pictures.  The  s&luiM  paid  to 
ScutUh  officials  compare  nnfavourably  with 
the  nlaries  paid  in  analocons  iMtitations  in 
Eoglud  and  Ireland.  We  can  find  no 
tnee  of  anything  like  a  iipecific  statement  that 
nttionalboildingsahaaldbemaintainedon  asin.i 
lar  system  in  Scotland  to  that  of  the  lifter  isle. 
Had  inch  a  statement  be  f  ally  and  clearly  pat 
formrd  we  oannot  Imt  think  that  Parliament 
would  hare  reco^ised  the  jostioe  of  the  claim. 
We  think  the  failure  to  have  put  forward  any 
neh  ease  amoants  to  a  dereliction  of  dut^  on 
tlie  part  of  a  Board  to  which  the  art  painting* 
of  Scotland  were  entrasied." 

All  this  was  due  to  the  faot  that  the 
Board  was  nominated  and  theiefore  irre- 
sponsible. He  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  effect  to  what  after 
all  was  the  suggestion  of  a  Oommittee 
that  tiiis  Board  should  be  made  more 
representative.  Why  not  elect  some 
members  from  the  Bc^al  Soottish  Academy 
and  other  repreeentatives  from  various 
puts  of  Scotland  ?  Some  of  those 
representing  town  councils  might  also  be 
nsefnl  on  the  Board,  for  at  any  rate  they 
woold  see  that  the  gallery  was  kept 
reasooably  clean.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  carefully  consider  the 
qoestion  of  sending  this  Bill  to  a  Grand 
Committee.  Where  were  the  English  Mem- 
bers who  were  going  to  assist  tiiem  in 
legud  to  this  Imperial  question,  t  It  was 
known  that  this  debate  was  coming  on. 
They  would  not  come  to  the  .House  when 
the  ^  was  in  Ck>mmittee,  and  the  great 
advantage  would  be  that  if  it  was  sent  to  a 
Gtuid  Committee  they  would  have  the 
»me  men  there  and  it  would  be  got 
thioogh  at  once.  They  had  only  had  a 
Sstoiday  afternoon  for  their  Caledonian 
day,  and  it  was  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
they  should  have  their  next  Caledonian 
day  upstairs. 

^Mk.  jMORTON  (Sutherland)  did 
not  see  any  great  difficulty  in  allow- 
ing this  Bill  to  have  a  Second  Reading 
after  Iha  promise  of  tiie  Prime  Minister 
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that  the  next  stage  would  not  come  on 
until  the  autumn  session.  He  was 
sorry  that  tiie  Gh>vemment  had  intro- 
duoed  what  in  his  opinion  was  a  miserable 
BiU,  unworthy  of  Edinburgh  and  Scot- 
land. Surely  a  few  months  might  have 
been  allowed  for  the  Members  for  Soot- 
land  to  consider  this  matter  with  their 
constituents  before  the  Second  Reading 
was  taken.  He  should  like  to  know 
what  the  late  Government  did  for  Scot- 
and ;  they  ignored  her  on  every 
possible  occasion  except  when  they 
wanted  money.  He  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  present  BiU,  because  he  was 
certain  it  would  not  do  what  the  Scottish 
people  wanted.  He  did  not  think  the 
people  of  Scotland  would  be  satisfied  in 
any  way  with  Ihis  attempt  to  set  up 
autocratically  and  bureaucratioally  a 
Board  which  would  not  represent  the 
Scottish  people.  The  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land had  told  them  that  they  ought  not 
to  discuss  this  question  until  they  ^t 
into  Committee,  when  he  would  give 
every  consideration  to  this  matter.  Nomi- 
nated boards  had  been  the  curse  of  Ireland 
and  they  were  proceeding  now  to  be 
the  curse  of  Scotland.  There  were  a 
number  of  them,  and  they  did  not  care 
for  the  Secretary  of  Scotland  or  any- 
body else.  They  simply  told  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  they  wanted, 
and  he  had  to  Jdo  it.  What  was 
wanted  was  a  board  which  would  be 
fairly  representative,  not  of  any  particular 
political  views,  or  of  the  Scottish  Office 
views,  but  of  the  views  of  the  people  of 
Scotland.  He  quite  agreed  with  what  had 
been  said  as  to  the  way  in  which  Scotland 
had  been  treated  by  this  and  other  Par- 
liaments in  recent  years  with  regard  to 
money.  Scotland  was  not  begging  for 
money  at  all,  but  simply  asking  for  her 
fair  share  of  Imperial  funds.  In  asking 
that  the  erection  of  the  buildings  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  public  purse  they  were 
only  asking  for  what  they  were  en- 
titled to  and  what  was  overdue. 
Under  the  present  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  it  was  quite  possible  that  they 
might  get  fair  treatment  in  regard  to 
buildings.  About  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  ago  he  called  attention  to  the  neglec, 
ted  state  of  some  of  the  castles  and  palaces 
in  Scotland,  and  he  was  glad  to  say  that 
something  was  done  both  at  Stirling  and 
Linlithgow.    The   Prime   Minister,   who 
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was  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  gave  him  Dumbarton  Castle,  and 
he  (Mr.  Mortoa),  gave  it  to  the  town 
of  Dumbarton  for  a  museum,  but  the 
castle  had  not  yet  been  handed  over. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  consider  that  matter  and  fulfil 
his  promise.  A  promise  had  been  given 
to-day  that  an  opportunity  would  be 
afiorded  in  Committee  for  the  discussion 
of  the  various  points  which  had  been' 
laised,  and  he  supposed  that  they  must 
accept  it.  His  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Ross-shire  had  described  this  as  a 
Caledonian  day.  Being  a  Caledonian 
day,  it  was  surprising  that  the  Prime 
Minister  did  not  arrange  to  have  the 
bagpipes. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  kindly  address  himself  to  the 
Bill? 

Mr.  MORTON  suggested  that  his  hon. 
friend  should  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

f^MR.  GULLAND  said  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  had  promised  to  do  his  best 
to  get  a  Scottish  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill.  He  hoped  the 
Prime  Minister,  who  was  now  in  his 
place,  would  give  effect — 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  not  entitled  to  make  a  second  speech. 
If  he  is  asking  leave  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment,  let  him  do  so,  but  he  must 
not  enter  into  a  review  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  GULLAND  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Leave  not  being  granted,  the  debate 
was  continued. 

*SiB  HENRY  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities)  said  all  who  had 
listened  to  the  speaker  who  had  just  sat 
down  must  be  convinced,  by  a  useful 
object  lesson,  of  what  would  be  in- 
volved in  referring  all  Scottish  questions 
to  purely  Scottish  committees. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  That  is  not  the 
subject  matter  of  the  discussion  now 
before  the  House.  The  subject  matter 
of  the  discussion  is  the  Bill.    What  the 

Mr.  Morion. 


character  of  the  Committee  Will  be  to 
which  it  is  ultimately  referred  is  a 
different  matter  altogether. 

*SiB  HENRY  CRAIK  said  the  matter 
had  been  referred  to  frequently  during  the 
debate,  and  he  thought  he  might  be  in 
order  in  touching  upon  it.    His  reason 
for  rising  was  to  urge  once  more  the 
claims  of  the  Royal  Society  for  Edin- 
burgh.   He  was  sorry  that  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  had  not  been  able  to  give 
greater     assurances     on    that     point. 
The  assurances  given  had  all  been  of  a 
very    general     character,    but  Scottish 
Members  would    like   to   know  how  in 
the  event  of  the  Royal  Society  being 
turned  out  of  its  present  location  it  was 
to  be  housed.    He  knew  from  experi- 
ence how  easy  it  was  for  the   repre- 
sentative   of   the   Government   to   say 
that  such  and  such  a  question  was  under 
consideration   with   the   Treasury,   and 
that    to    give    a    greater    undertaking 
might  prejudice   the  negotiations   4^at 
were  going  on.    In  the  end  when  the 
Second  Reading  of  a  Bill  had  been  got, 
and   the   particular   emergency   of   the 
moment  avoided,  very  little  was  heard  of 
the   bargain  with    the    Treasury.      He 
should  like   exceedingly    if  they    could 
have  an  assurance  from  the  ri^t    hon. 
Gentleman    that    the    place   which   had 
been  indicated  in  the  negotiations  with 
the  Scottish  Office  would   be  the  place 
fixed  by  general  consent  in  Edinburgh 
as    the    future   location    of    the   Royal 
Society. 

♦Mr.    CLAUDE    HAY    (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  said  that  as  a  Scotsman  he  was 
very  much  disappointed  at  the  speech 
of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  on  this 
subj  act.   Everything  had  been  left  by  him 
in  a  very  vague  condition,  and. the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  them  accept 
the  assurance  that  when  the  Bill  got  into 
Committee  full  weight  would  be  given 
to  any   recommendations  brought    for- 
ward.    Hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  had  pointed  out  that  the 
Scottish  people  had  often  been  disap- 
pointed, if  not  deceived,  by  the  Treasury. 
In  the  matter  of  the  Royal  Society  they 
felt  very  strongly  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  loophole  left  for  the  Treasury.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  put  in  the 
text  of  the  Bill  a  provision  which  would 
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prevent  the  eviction  of  the  Royal 
Somty  nnleeB  it  had  aasored  to  it  all 
the  advantages  which  it  now  enjoyed. 
It  had  been  urged  that  the  Bill  should 
be  lefened  to  a  Conunittee  composed 
entirely  of  Scottish  Members.  That 
woold  be  against  both  the  desire  and  the 
pnctice  of  Parliament,  when  dealing  with 
matters  affecting  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
and  it  would  at  the  same  time  be  very 
unfair  to  exclude  from  the  Committee 
Scotsmen  who,  though  not  representing 
Scottish  constituencies,  wished  to  see  that 
their  native  country  was  fairly  treated. 
Personally  he  felt  strongly  that  by  leaving 
the  nomination  of  the  Board  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
it  would  not  conduce  to  the  creation  of  a 
Board  which  would  give  the  best  results 
in  the  interest  of  art,  literature,  and 
acience,  in  Scotland  as  a  whole.  He  had 
great  misgivings  in  supporting  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  in  view  of  the  very 
vague  assurances  which  had  been  given 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

*Mr.  BE  ale  (Ayrshire,  8.)  said  that, 
both  as  an  Englishman  and  as  represent 
iog  a  Scottish  constituency,  he  was 
exceedingly  surprised  at  the  way  in  which 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  seemed  to  under- 
ntimate  the  reputation  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Scotland.  He  hoped  that 
after  the  Secretary  for  Scotland's  clear 
statement  of  the  intention  of  conserving 
to  the  Royal  Society  of  Scotland  at  least 
the  same  advantages  as  it  enjoyed  at 
present  they  might  rely  on  its  being 
regarded  as  a  national  and  not  merely 
a  Scottish  question  to  see  that  faith  was 
kept  Scottish  Science,  which  had  contri- 
bnted  to  British  Science  such  names  as 
Black,  Clerk,  Maxwell,  and  Lord  Kelvin. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Tuesday  23rd  October. 
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Ms.  SINCLAIR  said  he  should  en- 
deavour to  state  as  briefly  as  he  could  the 
considerations  which  had  prompted  the 


GSovemment  to  introduce  the  Bill  which  he 
had  now  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House.    The  House  was 
aware    of    the   existing   provisions    and 
machinery  of  the  Crofters'  Acts.   The  prin> 
cipal  Act  was  passed  in  the  year  1886.    It 
was  the  sequel  and  the  product  of  some 
years  of  acute  land  agitation  and  had  en- 
tirely justified  in  its  results  those  who 
were  responsible  for  it.     There  was  great 
discontcmt  in  the  Highlands  at  the  time  : 
distress,  high  rents,  evictions,  and  general 
tmrest.     The   Crofters    Act    established 
a   system   of  statutory   fair  rents  with 
periodical  revision,  fixed  by  the  Crofters 
Commission,    who   were   endowed    with 
other  powers,  including  powers  for    the 
enlargement    of    holdmgs.     By    general 
consent  the  Act  had  succeeded  beyond  all 
expectation  :  rents  were  paid  regularly, 
the  interest  of  the  landlord  had  increased 
in  value,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
security  of  tenure  had  encouraged  the 
crofter  to  improve  his  holding.     Better 
hotises  had  been  built  and  there  was  a 
higher   standard    of    cultivation    to    be 
found.    In  the  year  18V4  and  also  in  the 
following  year  a  Bill  was  introduced  by 
the    then    Secretary    for    Scotland,    Sir 
G^eorge  Trevelyan,  to  amend  the  Crofters 
Act.    These    amending    Bills     proposed 
to  admit  leaseholdeir  to  the  benefits  of  the 
Act  and  to  extend  the  operation  of  the 
Act   to   eight   additional   counties.     He 
ought  to  mention  als«>  that  in  18<.)7  the 
Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Act  was 
passed,    establishing   a    Board   of   Com- 
missioners with  an  income  of    £35,000 
a  year  to  be  applied  at  their  discretion 
to     providing     land     for     sub-division 
into    holdings,    aiding    migration    from 
congested     districts,    developing     agri- 
culture,    dairy-farming,     the     breeding 
of     live      stock,      and      other       pur- 
poses.   These    two    authorities   had    in 
recent  years  co-operated  within  the  con- 
gested districts  in  the  work  assigned  to 
them  by  Parliament.    Of  the  purposes 
of  this  Bill  the  first  which  he  should 
mention  was  the  amendment  and  exten- 
sion of  the  Crofters  Acts  within  the  crofter 
area.    The  Bill  removed    some    of    the 
restrictions  limiting  available  land  under 
Section  13  of  the  Act  of  1886.    These 
restrictions    had    in    practice    mide    it 
impossible  for  the  Crofters  Commissioners 
to  deal  with  a  large  number  of  applica- 
tions for  enlargement  which  had  reiched 
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them.  The  Bill  also  reduced  the  minimmn 
number  of  competent  appUoants  for 
enlargement  of  holding.  It  provided 
that  the  holder  of  land  might  use  his 
holding  for  subsidiary  or  ausliary  occu- 
pations. It  provided  for  the  ad- 
mission of  leaseholders  to  the  benefits  of 
the  Act.  It  raised  the  limit  of 
c|ualifying  rental  from  £30  to  £50,  the 
limit  contained  in  the  existing  Small 
Holdings  Act.  It  made  amendments 
in  the  power  of  bequest  and  assignation  of 
tenancy.  It  gave  powers  for  the 
creation  of  new  crofter  tenancies,  in  the 
first  place  by  agreement,  and  in  the 
second  place,  where  agreement  was  not 
found  to  be  possible,  by  compulsory 
order.  There  were  other  amendments 
which  he  need  not  dwell  upon  at  that 
moment.  So  much  for  the  area  of  the  ex- 
isting crofter  counties.  He  might  note  in 
passing  that  the  congested  districta  form 
<mlya  part  of  the  so-called  crofting  coun- 
ties. There  remained  the  question  of  the 
extension  of  the  Crofters  Acts  beyond 
the  existing  area.  In  conradering  this 
question  two  remarkable  contrasts  must 
be  pointed  out.  Looking  at  them  to- 
gether for  a  moment,  the  main  work  of 
these  two  authorities,  that  was  to  say, 
the  conferring  of  security  of  tenure  at 
a  fair  rent  and  the  settlement  of  crofters 
at  a  fair  rent  upon  the  land,  operated 
according  to  the  locality  in  which  the 
work  was  done  in  two  different  direc- 
tions. In  one  part  of  the  country  the 
purpose  was  the  relieving  of  congestion, 
in  the  other,  checking  and  counter- 
acting de-population.  In  the  western 
islands,  where  there  was  great  conges- 
tion of  population — cottars  squatting 
upon  the  lands  of  crofters,  and  so  forth 
— the  work  to  be  done  and  which  had 
been  done  by  these  authorities  was 
directed  to  the  relief  of  congestion.  On 
the  other  hand,  on  the  mainland,  except 
in  a  few  isolated  localities,  their  work 
had  been  directed  to  remedying  the  evil 
of  de-population  and  to  increasing  the 
number  of  settlers  on  the  land.  There 
was  another  striking  contrast.  What 
was  meant  by  a  "  crofter "  t  In  the 
congested  districts  of  the  western  islands, 
the  crofter  might  be  and  often  was  a 
tenant  at  a  rent  of  a  pound  or  more,  of  an 
acre  or  two,  with  a  share  in  the  common 
grazing,  l^ere  were  505  tenants  under 
a  rent  of  £1  in  the  island  of  Lewis  alone  ; 
Mr.  Sinclair. 


while  on  the  eastern  seaboard  the  crofter 
might  be  and  often  was  a  tenant  of  a 
holding  of  from  five  to  five  and  twenty 
or  thirty  pounds  a  year,  owning  a  con- 
siderable small  stock  of  sheep  or  cattle, 
frequently   without    a    share   in    any 
common  grating,  and  as  a  matter  of 
fact  indiranguishable  in    the    circum* 
stances  under  which  he  carried  on  hid 
industry  from  any  small   farmer  of   ft 
like    rent    in    any    part    of    Scotland, 
except  that  he  enjoyed  the  sectuity  of 
tenure  and  the  fair  rent  which  he  had 
under   the   Crofters     Act.    These   two 
facts— first,    that     the     Crofter    Com- 
missioners had  been  striving  to  meet  the 
two  opposite  evils  of  congestion  on  tho 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  de'popula* 
tion ;  and,  secondly,  the  Identity  iil  con- 
dition of  tho  cloftdr  upon  the   eastern 
munland  with  the  small  farmer  else- 
where in  Scotland — showed  that  for  the 
last    twenty    years    the    Crofter    Com- 
nussioners  had  been  working  out   prob- 
lems,  some  of  which   were  no  doubt 
peculiar  to  the  Highlands,  and  others  of 
which  were  undoubtedly  common  to  the 
whole  country.    It  was  right,  he  con- 
sidered, that  he  should  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  a  Warm  tribute  to  those 
who  had  during  the  last  twenty  years 
in  the  case  of  the  Crofter  Commissioners, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  Congested  Districta 
Board,  for  the  last  nine  years,  been  con- 
cerned in  the   administration  of   these 
Acts.    The  country,  he  felt  sure,  recog- 
nised the  debt  of  gratitude  which  was 
due  to  them,  especially  to  the  Crofters 
Commission,  and  if  he  might  say  so,  to 
the  Chairman,    who   had  presided  over 
its   work  from  the  beginning,  for  their 
devoted  and  ungrudging  labours  in  the 
public  service.    The  Crofters   Acts   had 
never  been  amended  except  in  one  or  two 
small  partictilars  in  the  early  years  aftet 
the  passing  of  the  principal  Act  in  1886. 
The   Congested   District   Commissioneni 
had  done  considerable  work  of  an  amelior- 
ative character  in  many  directions.    In 
relation  to  the  work  of  the  Crofter  Com- 
missioners their  work  had  lain  in  two 
directions :    they  had   been   successful, 
with     the     voluntary     co-operation    of 
various  landlords,  in  the  formation  of 
crofters  holdings  by  agreement.     There 
were  various  instances  of  work  of  this 
kind   carried  out  by  them  which  had 
been  hitherto  and  promised  to  be  entirely 
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successful.    On  the  other  hand,  they  had 
instituted  a  policy  oi  land  purchase  which 
had  not  been  entiiiply  successful.    Let 
him  put  before  the  House  briefly  the 
contrast    between    these    two    policies. 
They  were  familiar  with  the  policy  of 
land  purchase,  the  model  of  which  was 
to  be  found  in  Ireland.    The  experience 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  tended 
to  ditfw  that,  at  present,  at  any  rate,  the 
croftet  did  not  ask  for  land  purchase. 
It  would   be   much   more   costly   than 
crofter  legislation,  which  had  been  suo- 
oessfuL     It  was  not  necessary.    It  would 
expropriate    landlords,    which   was   not 
desirable.     The    reluctance    of    crofters 
to  purchase  had  led  to  great  difficulty. 
On  tiie  other  hand,   under  the   crofter 
policy  the  rent  of  the  crofter  was  fixed 
and  periodically  revised  by  the   Com- 
missioners ;    he  made  all  his  own    im- 
provements ;    he  had  no  power  of  free 
sale ;  he  had  security  of  tenure,  provided 
that    he     observed    certain    conditions 
which   protected   the   landlord.    1^ 
wcority  of  tenure,  as  he  had  already  said, 
encouraged   the   crofter   to   expend   his 
capital   in   improving  his   holding   and 
every  shilling  he  spent  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  holding  for  his  own  use  im- 
proved the  security  of  the  landlord  for 
the  rent,  and  therefore  the  capital  value 
of  the  holding.    So  far  as  the  crofting 
counties    of    Scotland    were    concerned, 
there  was  therefore  s^me  experience  to 
guide  them,  and  he  now  returned  to  the 
question  of  the  extension  of  the  operation 
of  the  Act  beyond  the  Highland  counties. 
Great  objection  was  taken  in  1886  by 
critics    of    the    Bill   in    the    House   of 
Commons    to   the  narrow  limits  of  its 
operation  and  in  particular  to  the  defi- 
nitions    upon     which     the     Act     was 
loonded.    In  the  Act,  which  applied  to 
yearly  tenants  only,  a  crofter  was  defined 
as  a  person  who  was  tenant  of  and  resided 
on  has  holding,  the  annual  rent  of  which 
did  not  exceed  £30,  and  which  was  situated 
in  a  crofting  parish,  and  the  successors 
of  such  person  in  the  holding,  being  his 
heire  or  legatees.    A  crofting  parish  was 
defined  as  a  parish  in  which  there  were 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Act  or  had 
been  within  eighty  years  prior  thereto, 
holdings  consisting  of  areble  land  with  a 
right  of  pasturage  in  common  with  others, 
and  in  which  there  still  were  tenants  of 
h«Miigs  from  year  to  year  who  resided 


on  their  holdings.  The  (Jovemment  of 
1886  firmly  reftwed  to  extend  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  beyond  the  original  sevui 
counties,  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
convinced  that  beyond  these  limits  no 
crofting  parishes  as  defined  above  were  to 
be  found.  In  fact,  the  1895  Bill  did  not 
in  words  alter  this  definition,  but  in  pro- 
posing the  admission  of  leaseholders  it 
departed  from  the  historical  clan  theory 
upon  which  the  definition  of  "crofter 
parish  "  seems  to  rest.  He  had  already 
pointed  out  that  in  many  districts  on  the 
mainland  the  crofter  under  the  Act  was 
simply  a  small  farmer  who  made  his  own 
improvements,  as  he  might  be  in  any 
county  in  Scotland.  As  a  matter  of  bet, 
the  1886  Act  admitted  to  its  benefits 
individuals  who,  personally,  had  no 
historical  claim,  and  parishes  where  in 
1886  there  was  no  common  grazing,  and 
where  there  was  none  now.  These  con- 
siderations had  been  evident  from  the 
firat,  especially  to  those  counties  which 
Sir  Oeorge  Trevelyan  proposed  to 
include  in  his  BUI.  To  adopt  the 
area  of  the  1895  Bill  and  to  adhere 
to  the  definitions  of  "  crofter  "  and 
"  crofting  parish  "  would,  it  was 
believed,  admit  to  the  benefits  of  the 
Act  the  island  of  Arran  and  certain 
isolated  parishes  elsewhere ;  that  was 
only  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
crofters  and  not  necessarily  the  most 
needy,  in  the  eight  additional  coimties 
proposed  in  1895.  Large  areas  of  land 
in  the  occupation  of  small  tenants  in 
these  counties  would  be  excluded  from 
the  operation  of  the  B 11.  To  apply 
the  Crofters  Act  to  some  of  the  small 
holders  in  one  of  these  counties  and  a 
SmaU  Holdings  Bill  to  others  in  the 
same  coimty,  each  system  with  sepa- 
rate procedure  and  machinery,  was 
hardly  practicable.  The  Government, 
in  view  of  these  considerations,  had 
therefore  decided  to  abandon  the  defi- 
nitions of  the  1886  Bill.  There  were 
other  considerations  which  were  perti- 
nent to  this  subject.  Cireumstances  had 
somewhat  changed  since  1886,  when  high 
rents,  accumulations  of  arrears,  and 
evictions  brought  about  the  Crofters 
Act.  Rents  had  fallen  at  least  as  heavily 
outside  the  crofting  area  as  within  it 
under  the  operation  of  the  Act.  There 
was  a  strong  demand  for  small  holdings 
legislation.    While    in    many    branches 
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of  farming,  Scotland  and  England  might 
be  said  to  lead  the  way  among  the  pro- 
gressive countries   of  the  world,  in   re- 
gard to  small  farming  we  lagged  behind. 
On  the  one  hand  our  farming  sufiered ; 
we  were  increasingly  dependent     upon 
foreign  nations    for    large    supplies    of 
perishable  farm  produce  ;    from  time  to 
time  small  farms  were  thrown  into  large 
farms ;      and,   on  the  other  hand,   our 
rural  population  was  dwindling,  and  men 
who  had  devoted  the  best  years  of  their 
life  to  farm  service  and  farm  labour 
found  no  career  open  to  them  in  the 
coimtry  and  were  driven  to  swell  the 
drift  of   population   towards   the  large 
towns.    There  was  room  in  this  country 
for  both  kinds  of  farming  ;  nobody  con- 
templated the  immediate  division  of  the 
land  of   the  country  into  small  farms. 
But    there   was   a   strong   demand    for 
small  holdings  legislation.    That  involved 
as  a  sine  qtui  rum  the  grant  in  some  form 
or  other  of  security  of  tenure  to  the 
occupying   cultivator;    without    it    the 
small  holder  was  helpless ;  with  it  he 
seemed  to  prosper  everywhere — ^in  Ire- 
land,  in   the   agricultural   coimtries   of 
Europe,  and  as  a  crofter.     Many  causes 
had  contributed,  no  doubt,  to  rwiuce  the 
number  of  farm  labourers  employed  on 
our  farms :  labour-saving  maclunery  and 
other  causes   which   he  need   not  now 
name ;   but  if  the  experience  of  other 
countries  was  to  count  for  anything  the 
only  way  to  attract  men  to  five  in  the 
country  was  to  give  them  a  secure  in- 
terest   in    the    land    they    cultivated. 
To  check  depopulation,   the    first   step 
was  to  check  the  absorption  of  small 
farms.    The  absorption  of  small  farms 
was  not  confined  to  the  crofter  counties, 
and  the  present  Bill  permitted  all  small 
holders  in  Scotland  paying  a  rent  of  £50 
and  under  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed  and 
so  to  come  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill.    Further,  the  Bill  gave  powers  for 
the    creation    of    small    holdings.    The 
House  would  remember  that  the  Crofters 
Act  contained  powers  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  holdings.    This  Bill  applied  and 
developed  these  powers  for  the  creation 
of  new  tenancies  under  tenure  of  the  Bill, 
in   the  first  place  by  agreement.     The 
Bill    further    provided,    under    careful 
safeguards   and   with   consideration   for 
the    various    interests    concerned,    that 
where  agreement  was  not  found  to  be 
Mr  Sinclair. 


possible,  that  was  to  say,  where,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Land  Commission,  suitable 
and  otherwise  available  land  was  refused 
by  a  landlord  for*  the  purposes  of  the 
creation   of    tenancies   under    the    Bill, 
the    Land    Commissioners,    after    duly 
satisfying  themselves  on  all  points  that 
might  have  arisen,  might  issue  a  com- 
pulsory order.    In  the  creation  of  these 
new  tenancies,  whether  by  agreement  or 
by    compulsion,    an    alteration    in    the 
economic  distribution  of  land  was  made 
in    the    public    interest.    It    might    be 
compared    to    the    work    of    municipal 
corporations  and  private  individuals  in 
the    pulling    down    of    slums    and    the 
erection  of  new  dwellings.    There  was  a 
money   loss   in    these    transactions.    It 
was  not  fair  that  it  should  fall  on  the 
former  owner,  and  it  was  not  fair  to  throw 
it  into  the  rent  of  the  new  tenant.    The 
community  must  bear  the  loss.    Similarly 
with  the  dividing  up  of  land  into  new 
tenancies.    The  farm  stock  might  have 
to  be  cleared  ofi  and  in  some  cases  sold 
at  a  loss.    The  land  must  be  divided 
and  prepared ;    roads  made  and  houses 
built.    The  difficulty  of  finding  money 
for  these  operations  had  been  one  of  the 
great  obstacles  to  many  proposals  for  the 
creation  of  small  holdings.    The  experi- 
ence of  the  Crofter  Commissioners  and  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  tended  to 
show  that,  while  there  were  proprietors 
who  were  not  willing,  there  were  also 
proprietors  who  were  willing  to  provide 
land  and  to  accept  selected  crofter  ten- 
ants, provided  aid  could  be  given,  as  it 
had  been  in  several  cases,  to  meet  the 
cost  of  removing  the  farm  stock  and  of 
dividing    up    and   preparing    the    land. 
Authority  was  therefore  given  in  this  Bill 
to  the  Land  Commissioners  to  expend 
their  funds  in  grants  or  loans  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  such  initial  expendi- 
ture ;    in  grants  to  enable   landlords  to 
fulfil    their    obligations    under    existing 
leases    which    might    be    compulsorily 
terminated,  and  in  loans  to  individual 
applicants  who  wished  to  erect  dwelling- 
houses  on  their  holdings ;  and  in  so  far  as 
the  expenditure  took  the  form  of  loans, 
conditions  were  prescribed  witii  a  view 
to    providing    secuity    for    repayment. 
He  now   turned   to  the  remaining  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill.    The  Crofters  Com- 
mission and  the  Congested  Districti  Com- 
miaaioners  disappeared  and  were  merged 
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in  one  body  named  the  Scottish  Land 
Commission,  which  was  authorised  to 
cany  out  the  above  purposes  of  the  Bill. 
The  annual  income  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  remained  applied  as  hereto- 
fore to  the  congested  districts,  but  would 
be  so  applied  by  the  Land  Commission 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Land 
Commissioners  were  further  authorised 
to  expend  an  additional  annual  sum 
lor  the  purposes  of  the  Bill  which  might 
be  expended  in  any  part  of  Scotland. 
One  further  point.  There  was  a  strong 
feeling  in  Scotland  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  however 
zealous  and  energetic  it  might  be  in  the 
discharge  of  its  duties,  was  too  distant 
and  too  little  in  touch  with  Scottish 
requirements  to  fulfil  satisfactorily  the 
demands  made  under  present  day  con- 
ditions upon  a  Department  of  Agriculture. 
For  instance,  there  was  a  demand  for  the 
encouragement  of  forestry  as  specially  sui  t- 
able  or  possible  under  Scottish  conditions. 
The  development  of  a  class  of  small 
holders  might  be  expected  to  increase 
those  demands.  It  was  therefore  thought 
expedient  in  this  Bill  to  create  the  nucleus 
of  a  separate  Agricultural  Department 
for  Scotland.  A  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
culture for  Scotland  was  appointed  with 
a  general  power  of  supervision  of  agri- 
culture in  Scotland,  to  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  transfer,  as  found  convenient, 
powers  now  exercised  in  Scotland  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
Provision  was  also  made  for  the  transfer 
to  this  Commissioner  of  certain  powers 
now  vested  in  the  Congested  Districts 
Commissioners,  which  under  this  Bill 
would  hereafter  vest  in  the  Land  Com- 
mission, but  which  it  was  thought  might 
with  advantage  be  transferred  later  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  be 
made  of  general  application  to  the  whole 
of  Scotland.  These  were  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  It  would  be 
printed  and  issued  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  was  laid  before  the  House  as  a 
proposal  'of  constructive  reform,  an 
endeavour,  a  scheme  which  must  be 
considered  as  a  whole,  as  a  careful 
attempt  to  solve  a  problem  of  vital 
importance  to  the  country. 

Motion  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  leave  be  given  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  encouiage  the  formation  of 


small  agricultural  holdings  and  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  the  tenure  of  such 
holdings  (including  crofters'  holdings)  in 
Scotland ;  and  for  other  purposes  con- 
nected therewith." — {Mr.  Sinclair.) 

Mr.  COCHRANE  said  that  no  one  who 
had  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  could  fail  to  have  in  hu 
mind  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  had  introduced  a  BUI  of  very  great 
importance.  One  was  reluctant  to  allude 
to  the  fact  that  such  a  Bill  should  be 
introduced  at  such  a  late  period.  It 
was  a  Bill  well  worthy  of  being  con- 
sidered on  its  First  Reading  during  the 
whole  of  one  day's  debate,  and  he  thought 
some  more  favourable  occasion  than  a 
Saturday  afternoon  ought  to  have  been 
chosen  for  its  introduction.  It  was  a 
Bill  of  a  wide  and  embracing  character, 
and  made  a  fondammtal  change  in  the 
composition  of  the  Crofters  Conmussion, 
whilst  otherwise  it  dealt  with  a  variety 
of  subjects.  He  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  been  able  to  see 
his  way  to  give  the  House  a  slight  hint 
of  what  he  had  proposed  to  do  by  this 
Bill,in  order  that  when  it  came  before  them 
they  might  have  been  able  to  give 
it  adequate  discussion.  He  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  Oentlenian  generally  upon 
that  part  of  his  speech  in  which  he 
praised  the  success  of  the  Crofters  Com- 
mission, and  announced  to  the  House  that 
in  many  respects  they  had  carried  out 
their  duties  most  faithfully  and  well. 
He  had  rather  wondered  that  under 
those  circumstances  they  should  have 
been  swept  away  altogether  by  this 
Bill,  and  that  their  functions  should  have 
been  transferred  to  another  Board. 
He  should  have  thought  in  the  case  of  a 
Commission  that  generally  had  been  such  a 
success  it  would  have  been  better  in  the 
first  instance,  possibly,  to  extend  its 
sphere  of  usefulness  in  the  counties  in 
which  it  had  done  so  much.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  based  his  measure  on  the  Bill 
that  was  introduced  into  this  House  by 
Sir  George  Trevelyan  some  years  ago. 
But  Sir  George  Trevelyan  did  not  go 
nearly  so  far  as  the  right  hon  (Gentle- 
man in  his  proposals.  Sir  George 
Trevelyan  propoised  to  extend  to  small 
leaseholders  in  the  crofting  counties 
the  provisions  of  the  Crofters  Act ;  he 
did  not  go  outside  the  crofting  counties, 
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and  be  proposed,  if  he    (Mr.  Cochrane) 
remembered  aright,  to  limit  the  amount 
of     rent    paid     by    these    leaseholders 
to  a  very  low  sum.    But  his  right  hon. 
friend  must  take  warning  by  the  response 
which  Sir  George  Trevelyan's  Bill  met 
with.    It  did  not  meet  with  acceptance 
in  Scotland,  and  he  would  warn  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  that  the   same 
fate   might   befall   his   more  extended 
attempt.    Why  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man depart  from  the  definition  of  a 
crofter   which   was   given  very  clearly 
by    Sir    George  Trevelyan?    Speaking 
from  memory,  he  believed  Sir   George 
Trevelyan  laid  it  down  that  the  crofter 
class  was  distinct  from  other  classes  of 
the   community   because   they   had   a 
hereditary  claim  upon  the  land.    Those 
were  the  circumstanoes  which  they  had 
to  meet  and  in  which  certain  of  the 
crofters  had  been  dispossessed  of  their 
holdings.    That  was  a  perfectly  different 
set   of  circumstances   from  that  which 
arose   in  the    case    of   ordinary  lease- 
holders   in  Scotland.      This    Bill    was 
not  confined  to  the  Highlands,  but  was 
to  extend  to  the  whole  of  Scotland.    If 
it  applied  to  the  whole  of  Scotland,  why 
should  it  not  apply  to  the  whole  of 
England   as   well?    He   thought  some 
of  the  English  Members  on  the  other 
side  would  have  something  to  say  to  that. 
If  the  Bill  were  confined  to  the  crofting 
counties  there  would  be  something  to 
be  said  for  it,  but  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   applied   it   to   the   rest   of 
Scotland  then  a  question  of  the  greatest 
magnitude  arose.    The  Prime  Minister 
cheered  that  remark.    When  at  subse- 
quent stages  this  Bill  was  dealt  with, 
he   hoped   the   right   hon.    Gentleman 
would  bear  those  cheers  in  mind  and 
not  curtail  discussion  on  a  Bill  of  such 
great  importance.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, in  the  speech  to  which  the  House 
had  just  liatened,had  given  no  justification 
for  departing  from  the  policy  laid  down 
by  his  predecessor  in  office.    The  right 
hon.   Gentleman  had  given   no   reason 
whatever  for  including  the  leaseholders 
of  Scotland.    He  had  shown  no  scintilla 
of  evidence  that  there  was  any  claim 
throughout  Scotland  for  this  extension 
or   that   it    wai    in  any  way  desired. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  to  do  that 
about  small  crofts  in  Scotland  having 
fixity  of  tenure  which,  from  the  very 
Mr,  Cochrane. 
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nature  of  the  case,  compelled  the  holders 
to  make  tiieir  own  improvements  would 
have    a    paralysing    effect.    Fixity    of 
tenure  had  two  sides  to  it.    Not  only 
was  a  man  entitled  to  remain,  but  he 
must  remain ;  not  only  was  he  entitled 
to  pay  the  rent,  but  he  must  pay  the 
rent;  and  when  the  small  leaseholders 
realised  that,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  find  that  the  proposal  was  not  so 
attractive  to  them  as  he  thought.    Any 
small  leaseholder  who  was  anxious  to 
renew  his  lease  on  the  same  terms  as  that 
on  which  he  held  it  had  not  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  obtaining  an  extension  of 
his  lease.    When  they  told  the  small 
leaseholder  that  out  of  the  fuhiess  of  their 
heart  it  was  intended  to  fix  him  on  his 
croft  and  compel  him  to  pay  the  same 
rent  and  pay  for  all  the  improvements, 
he  would  not  greet  the  proposal  with 
cheers.     One  could  not  meet  with  the 
crofters  without  being  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  they  were  a  fine,  'ntelligent 
body  of  men,  and  one  wouM  be  ghid  to 
see  them  living  under  every  condition 
that  would  make  for  their  happiness. 
But  they  must  not  merely  dwell  upon 
the  historical  and  sentimental  aspect  of 
the  case.     Time  had  gone  ahead;  and  the 
conditions  of  life  all  through  the  country 
were  not  what  they  used  to  be.     There 
would    be    an    increasing    difficulty    in 
getting  men  who  were  content  to  live 
in  the  prinutive  conditions    in    which 
the  old  crofters  used  to  live  and  thrive 
from     fifty     to     eighty     years      ago. 
There  was  now  a  great  desire  to  move 
to   the    other   parts    of    the    country. 
The     whole    standard    of    living    had 
changed.  He  believed  that  the  case  made 
out  for  the  crofter  wAs  roughly    that 
he  had  been  from  time  immemorial  almost 
coeval  with  the  land,  and  that  h©  made 
his  own  improvements.    For  that  reason 
only,  so  far  as  he  could  make  out,  it 
was  proposed   to   put   the   leaseholder 
on  the  same  footing.    Were  the  GJovem- 
ment  going  in  the  first  place  to  set  up  a 
Land  Court  for  Scotland  to  fix  the  rent  of 
every  small  farmer  throughout  the  Low- 
lands of  Scotland  ?  At  once  they  would  be 
face  to  face  with  questions  of  enormous 
difficulty.     Were  they  going  to  initiate 
in  Scotland  that  fatal  form  of  ownership 
which  they  all  deplored  in  Ireland,  and 
had    spent    so    much    to  remove,    the 
system  of  dual  ownership?     Here  were 
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qnestioiis  of  enormous    importance  de- 
serving most  careful  consideration.    He 
did    not    gather    from    the   speech    of 
the     right     hon.     Gentleman     exactly 
how    he    was     going     to      deal     with 
the  question  of  de-popnlation.    He  failed 
to  gather  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
mu  grang  to  deal  in  any  way  with  that 
important  branch  of  the  question.    He 
could     not     see     that     he     had    any 
proposals  to  relieve  the  somewhat  un- 
happy   poeition    of    the    small    cottar, 
or   that    he  i^as  going   to   deal  in  an 
adequate  manner  wita  the  grievances  of 
the  crofters.    One  of  the  principal  griev- 
ances  now   felt   by   crofters    was    that 
whilst  it  ^as  proposed  willingly  to  give 
him  land  on  which  to  raise  his  crop,  he 
had  no  means  of  getting  the  wherewithal 
to  stock  it.    He  thought  that  in  the 
applications  to  the  Treasury  which  the 
n^t  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  make 
he   might    consider   that    necessity.    If 
the  ri^t  hon.   Gentleman  studied  the 
Report    of   the   Commission,    he  would 
see     that     three     whole     pages     were 
taken  up  with   the  question  of  settling 
disputes    as    to   who    was    to    succeed 
into  entails.    If  a  similar  system  were 
brought  in  from  all  leaseholds  in  Scot- 
land, the  legal  profession  might  be  well 
one  in  which  to  place  their  sons  if  not 
to   enter    themselves.    In   giving   fixity 
of  tenure,  would  they  really  be  carrying 
out  the   proposals  that  the  very  title 
of    the    Bill    suggested  ?    Was    this    a 
Bill  to  promote  small  holdings  ?    Was 
a  landlord  who  divided  his  land  into 
small  holdings  and  let  it  out  to  a  tenant 
on  an  agreement  that  at  the  expiration 
of  nineteen  years  the    land  should  be 
handed  back  to  him,  likely  to  encourage 
the  class  of  small  leaseholder  in  Scot- 
land if  he  was  entitled  to  step  in  and 
take  the  improvements  for  his  benefit  ? 
That  would  not  turn  him  into  a  successful 
farmer.    As   a   rule   a   ploughman   ob- 
tained a   small   farm  and  after  steady 
progress  he  would  take  a  bigger  one,  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  now  pro- 
posing to  fix  him  in  one  place  because  he 
had  entered  into  a  permanent  contract 
to  pay  a  rent  for  a  certain  number  of 
years.    Under   those  circumstances  the 
prospects  of  the  ploughman  rising  in  the 
social    scale     would     be     considerably 
lessened.    Not  only  would  he  find  all  the 
iaxms  about   the   size   he   wanted  per- 
manently fixed  in  the  hands  of  a  par- 
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ticular  class,  but  every  landlord  who 
now  kept  a  small  farm  in  the  centre  of 
his  estate  woidd  be  induced  to  give  it  up 
and  add  it  to  the  next  farm.  It  was 
almost  impossible  that  a  Bill  of  this 
magnitude  embracing  so  many  subjects 
could  be  effectively  dealt  with  in  this 
way.  The  Bill  would  interfere  with 
freedom  of  contract,  and  he  had  seen  no 
clear  justification  for  that  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  It 
did  not  deal  adequately  with  the  cottar 
and  the  crofter,  or  provide  for 
their  material  improvement.  It  did  not 
deal  with  the  redundancy  of  population 
and  it  hindered  the  formation  of  small 
farms,  which  were  the  stepping  stonra  by 
which  the  ploughman  rose  to  a  more 
prosperous  state  of  affairs.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  done  right 
in  not  considering  the  further  stages  of 
this  BiU  tmtil  the  Autumn  session,  when 
he  hoped  the  disucssion  upon  it  would  be 
as  full  and  free  as  it  deserved  to  be. 

*Mb.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
he  was  glad  that  after  many  years  of 
waiting  a  Bill  dealing  with  tlus  question 
had  been  brought  in,  and  he  desired 
to  thank  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
and  the  Prime  Minister  for  having 
introduced  it.  He  also  desired  to  thank 
the  hon.  Glentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  for  his  sympathetic  remarks  in 
regard  to  small  cottars  and  crofters. 
They  had  been  waiting  and  asking  the 
late  Tory  Government  in  vain  for  the 
last  ten  years  for  legislation.  They 
never  could  get  land  legislation  for  Scot- 
land from  a  Conservative  (Jovernment, 
and  he  did  not  think  they  would  if 
they  lived  for  100  yeirs.  The  policy  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  in  Scotland 
had  not  succeeded.  They  had  no  com- 
pulsory powers  and  he  was  glad  to  hear  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  state  that  the 
Bill  would  give  compulsory  powers  for 
the  enlargement  and  creation  of  new 
holdings.  For  years  in  the  island  of  Lewis 
they  had  been  trying  to  get  land  and  had 
failed,  because  they  had  no  compulsory 
powers.  He  had  no  doubt  that  in  due 
course  when  English  agriculturists  found 
Scotland  was  going  ahead  of  them  they 
would  ask  for  similar  legislation.  He 
hoped  that  in  future  the  landlord  would 
be  prevented  from  seizing  the  crofter's 
house  and  all  the  improvements  in  case 
of  bankruptcy  or  failure  of  heirs  to  the 
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ezolnsion  of  all  othei  creditors.  There 
were  some  matters  of  detail  which  he 
desired  to  raise  but  he  would  deal 
witii  them  in  Comoiittee.  He  was 
very  grateful  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  and  the  Prime  Minister  that  the 
leaseholders  had  been  brought  in  under 
this  Bill.  For  fifteen  years  he  had  been 
agitating  for  this  reform,  and  each  year 
hid  brought  in  a  Bill  to  include  crofter 
leaseholders.  He  thought  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  made  a  mistake  in 
raising  rents  from  £30  to  £50.  Hon. 
Members  were  aware  that  fixity  of  tenure 
had  made  the  greatest  difierence  to  the 
Highland  crofter.  He  hoped  in  regard  to 
questions  affecting  the  Highlands  that 
tiiey  would  not  be  guided  by  news- 
paper reports  or  opinions  of  sportsmen 
who  were  in  tiie  habit  of  visiting  the 
Highlands  for  a  few  weeks  pleasure. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  crofter 
had  to  build  his  own  house,  and  that  the 
landlord  did  not  provide  one  shilling  of 
the  cost.  It  seemed  to  him  in  regard  to 
that  matter  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  understand  the  facts.  Those 
who  had  travelled  in  the  Highlands  and 
witnessed  the  work  done  through  the 
operations  of  the  Crofters  Commission 
would  admit  that  the  results  so  far  could 
not  be  praised  too  highly.  There  were 
willing  and  unwilling  landlords,  and  the 
working  of  this  Bill  would  depend  in  a 
great  measure  on  the  spirit  in  which  all 
concerned  approached  the  subject.  In 
the  island  of  Lewis  and  other  congested 
districts  it  was  essential  that  advances 
of  a  generous  character  should  be 
made  for  the  building  of  houses.  The 
poor  people  there  had  been  robbed  of 
thi^ir  rights  for  generations.  He  hoped 
the  Bill  would  be  printed  and  circulated 
without  delay  in  order  that  it  might 
reach  the  Highland  constituencies  at  the 
earliest  possible  date.  He  was  sure  that 
the  Prime  Minister  was  at  the  back  of  the 

ftroposals  now  made,  and  that  he  would 
acilitate  the  progress  of  the  measure. 

♦Mr.  CATHCABT  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  congratulated  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  on  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill  which  he  had  so  ablv  explained. 
It  was  perfectly  evident  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  northern  districts  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  thoroughly 
studied  the  great  questions  which  affected 
the  north  of  Scotland.    He  had  done  well 

Mr.  Weir. 


to  divide  the  Bill  into  two  parts.  Th& 
hon.  Member  from  North  Ayrsnire  wanted 
to  know  what  justification  there  was  for 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill.  In  answer 
to  that  he  would  say — "  We  are  the  justi- 
fication for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill." 
This  land  reform  had  been  demanded 
with  a  practically  unanimous  voice  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The 
measure  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  now  brought  forward  would,  he  be- 
lieved, do  excellent  work  in  Scotland* 
There  was  one  matter  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  referred  in  the  guise  of 
a  threat  in  recalling  the  fate  of  Sir 
George  Trevelyan's  Bill.  That  was  a 
long  time  ago.  The  Bill  failed  becatise 
it  was  not  sufiSciently  drastic.  If  they 
did  not  get  a  reform  now,  and  if  they 
had  to  wait  a  few  years  more,  they  would 
have  to  face  a  much  bigger  land  agitation 
than  they  were  endeavouring  to  meet  at 
present.  He  sincerely  trusted  that  the 
efibrts  of  the  Government  to  promote  this 
moderate  scheme  of  land  reform  would  be 
successful. 

Mr.     MUNRO    FERGUSON    (Leith 

Burghs)  said  the  speech  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  was  such  as  they  might  have 
expected  from  him  in  bringing  in  this  Bill> 
The  main  lines  of  the  Bill  were  not  only 
bold  but  sound.  He  thought  the  £50 
line  was  right.  It  was  in  the  Bill  which 
he  brought  in  with  his  right  hon.  friend 
some  years  ago.  When  they  came  to  ex- 
tend the  crofting  area  there  was  really 
nothing  for  it  except  the  inclusion  of  the 
whole  of  Scotland.  That  was  inevitable. 
They  might  dispute  as  to  the  exact  kind 
of  protection  to  be  given  to  the  small 
tenant  within  the  crofting  area  and  out- 
side of  it,  but  whatever  they  did  beyond 
the  crofting  area  must  necessarily  extend 
to  the  whole  of  Scotland.  He  did  not 
think  they  need  trouble  about  definitions. 
He  thought  now,  as  he  had  alwaj^ 
thought,  that  in  the  old  Bills  the  de- 
finitions craisisted  to  a  considerable 
extent  of  fiction.  He  thought  the  present 
Bill  was  based  on  fact.  The  whole 
country  was  alarmed  at  the  lack  of 
population  in  the  rural  districts  and 
was  beginning  to  appreciate  that  ther^ 
were  two  ways  in  which  the  population 
could  be  restored;  one  was  by  small 
holdings  and  the  other  by  allotments. 
Much  attention  had  been  given  to  the 
question  of  small  holdings  but  very  little 
attention  had  been  given  to  the  other 
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matter,  and  he  hoped  more  would  be 
done  in  regard  to  it.    As  to  the  proposals 
of  the  Bill  he  could  not  himself  give  a 
decided  opinion  because  the  Small  Hold- 
ings  Conunittee    had  not  yet  reported. 
Local  authorities  were  really  of  no  use  in 
dealing  with  the  subject  of  allotments 
or  small  holdings.    It  was  not  because  of 
want  of  will,   but  there   was   want   of 
method  and  economy.    When  there  was 
a  central  committee  of   the  kind  pro- 
posed not  only  would  the  question  of 
loans  oome  in,  but  also  the  question  of 
oheap     equipment.,     upon     which     an 
immense  amount  depended.    Alarm  had 
been  expressed  about  the  possibility  of 
the  Commission's  taking  a  piece  of  land 
in  a  farm  and  dotting  down  a  number  of 
small  farm  on  it.   That  was  not  the  system 
on  which  the  Bill  would  have  to  be  worked. 
There  were  some  districts  where  with 
oompulsory     powers     the     Oonunission 
voold  naturally  in  the  first  place  give 
small  holdings  a  chance,  and  where  they 
had  a  right  to  expect  they  would  succeed. 
He  saw  no  difficulty  as  to  that  part  of 
the  proposaL     The  Crofters  Commission 
had  a  most  intricate  and  difficult  work 
to  perform,    and  it  had  performed  it 
with  much  tact  and  justice.    All  over  the 
ffighlands  there  had  been  a  great  change. 
He  did  not  know  what  had  been  tiie 
eanse.    It  might  have  been  brought  about 
during  the   war    when    many    recruits 
were  raised   from   the   Highlands.     But 
for  one  reason  or  another  there  was  far 
less  opposition  to  small  holdings  than 
there  had   been,   and   he  believed   the 
great  majority  of  landlords  would  co- 
operate with  the  Commission,  whatever 
their  views  might  be,  in  carrying  out  the 
pdjoy    of    his    right    hon.    friend.    He 
believed  this  Bill  would  be  of  advantage 
in  both  the  Highlands  and  the  Lowlands. 
There  were,no  doubt,  other  ways  by  which 
the  ends  they  aimed  at  might  be  arrived 
at,  and  he  thought  there  should  be  a 
oertain  amoont  of  latitude  in  regard  to 
detaila.    They  must  admit  considerable 
a^t  of  initiative  on  the  part  of  the 
State  if  they  were  to  make  any  real 
nogreas  in  dealing  with  the  land  question. 
He  congratulated  his   right  hon.  friend 
<m  tiie  measure  which  he  had  introduced, 
and  he  believed  that  rightiy  administered 
it  would  bring  prosperity  to  the  whole 
coimtry.    The  Bill  should,  in  his  opinion, 
be  sent  to  a  Grand  Committee  of  Scottish 
ilembeiB  so  that  it  mi^t  be  properly 
and  thoroughly  considered. 


*Mb.  MORTON  thanked  the  Govern- 
ment for  introducing  this  Bill,  and 
especially  the  Prime  Minister,  who  had 
so  far  redeemed  the  promise  which  he 
made  during  the  last  election.  Some 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  had  stated  that  they  were  going 
to  oppose  the  Bill.  He  supposed  that  the 
Tories  would  oppose  anythmg  which  was 
intended  to  upset  the  old  feudal  system  ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
Tories  had  passed  an  Irish  Land 
Act  which  had  upset  all  feudal  notions 
as  to  land  tenure ;  and  that  whioh 
Parliament  had  given  to  Ireland  could 
hardly  be  refused  to  Scotland.  It  was 
significant  that  all  the  crofter  counties 
were  now  represented  in  this  House  by 
Liberal  Members,  whereas,  under  the  old 
system,  the  crofters  were  praotioally 
bound  hand  and  foot  to  their  landlords 
and  had  to  vote  as  they  were  told. 
In  the  county  of  Sutherland  there 
was  plenty  of  land  to  give  every  crofter 
a  sufficient  holding  on  which  he  and  his 
family  could  live.  Nearly  400,000  acres 
had  been  earmarked  by  th«  Royal 
Commission  for  that  purpose.  Undoubt- 
edly the  proper  user  of  the  land  was  one 
of  the  most  important  questions  which 
could  arise  in  any  country ;  and  Hbe 
problem  had  been  solved  in  Belgium, 
Holland  and  Denmark,  where  small 
holders  were  able  to  till  the  land  and 
Uve  upon  it.  The  unemployed  question 
could  only  be  solved  by  keepmg  the 
people  in  the  country,  and  giving  them 
the  land  to  work  upon.  For  over  twenty 
years  he  had  been  traversing  the  crofting 
counties,  and  a  better  population  could 
not  be  found  anywhere.  He  denied  that 
these  people  were  lazy ;  they  were  only 
too  anxious  to  till  the  land  if  they  were 
allowed  to  do  so.  He  hoped  that  the 
Grovemment  would  afford  assistance  to 
the  crofters  in  getting  their  produce  to 
market,  which  would  be  not  only  for 
the  benefit  of  the  crofters,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country  at  large.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  that  there  was  to  be 
oompulsory  powers  because  he  was  sure 
that  a  great  many  landlords,  when  they 
knew  that  compulsory  powers  were  to  De 
given,  would  come  to  terms  with  their 
crofting  tenants.  In  fact,  he  believed 
that  in  very  few  instances  would  the 
compulsory  powers  have  to  be  used  at 
all.  He  was  glad  that  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  to  be  done  away 
with.    It  had  made  many  mistakes,  it 
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had  done  no  good  whatevei,  and  nobody 
would  be  Bonj  at  its  demise  or  weep 
oyer  its  grave.  He  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
would  be  able  to  issue  copies  of  the 
BUI  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  con- 
stituencies in  the  crofting  counties  and 
in  Scotland  generally  might  be  fully 
instructed  as  to  its  provisions  between 
now  and  the  23rd  of  October. 

Mr.  R.  L.  HARMSWORIH  (Caithness- 
shire)  said  that  this  was  a  day  to 
which  the  people  in  the  north  had  looked 
forward  for  many  years  past,  and  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  heart  to  thousands  in  that  part  of 
the  coimtry.  He  thought  the  Bill  pro- 
jected was  sound  and  generous.  He 
had  been  informed  that  the  Crofters  Act 
had  been  of  considerable  assistance  to 
the  landlords ;  and  he  had  been  told  by 
both  landowners  and  factors  that  they 
would  not  oppose  an  extension  of  the  Act  to 
leaseholders.  It  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  there  should  be  no  reduction  in  the 
£50  limit  in  the  county  which  he  repre- 
sented, for  that  was  the  kind  of  holding 
for  which  there  was  the  largest  demand. 
He  hoped  that  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
use  his  utmost  endeavour  to  get  the  Bill 
printed  and  circulated  as  soon  as  possible. 

*Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire)  said 
the  mere  fact  that  the  Bill  proposed  to 
establish  a  Land  Commission  with  full 
power  to  deal  with  all  cases  of  hardship 
was  very  satisfactory.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the  possible 
expropriation  of  landlords,  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  in  the  part  of  Scotland  with 
which  he  was  associated  that  was  the  very 
last  thing  they  desired.  Nothing  caused 
them  more  sorrow  than  when  tiiey  saw 
the  sale  of  the  estates  of  families  who 
had  long  lived  in  the  district.  Among 
the  powers  to  be  given  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission he  hoped  to  see  included  that 
of  land  purchase.  There  certainly  were 
cases  in  which  it  was  highly  desirable 
in  the  interests  of  all  parties  that  the 
property  should  pass  en  Uoc  from  the 
present  proprietor  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission. He  hoped  power  would  be 
given  to  the  Land  Commission  to 
become  absolute  owners  instead  of 
being  merely  the  machinery  for  the 
transfer  of  land  from  one  set  of  pro- 
prietors to  another.  In  the  case  of  con- 
gested or  over-populated  districts,  such 

Mr.  Morton, 


a  power  would  relieve  the  situation. 
They  were  all  agreed  as  to  the  importance 
of  preserving  the  population  of  the 
Highlands.  During  the  last  thirty  or 
forty  years  that  population  had  decreased 
by  one  half.  That  was  a  matter  which 
urgently  demanded  attention,  because 
if  there  was  one  section  of  the  population 
worth  preserving  in  the  United  Kingdom 
it  was  the  population  of  the  Highlands. 
Historically  speaking,  it  was  one  of  the 
oldest  populations  permanently  settled 
on  the  land.  They  all  knew  the  share 
it  had  taken  in  the  foundation  of  our 
Empire. 

*Mr.  WILKIE  (Dimdee)  representing 
as  he  did  an  industrial  centre  in  the 
Lowlands  of  Scotland,  wished  to  dwell 
on  the  importance  of  attracting  the  people 
back  to  the  land  and  of  keeping  the  people 
on  the  land.  From  that  point  of  view 
he  heartily  welcomed  this  Bill  as  one  of 
the  means  whereby  they  might  hope 
to  help  to  solve  the  great  unemployment 
problem.  The  hon.  Member  for  North 
Ayrshire  complained  that  the  Bill 
would  interfere  with  freedom  of  contract. 
Well,  he  hoped  that  it  would  inter- 
fere with  the  so-called  freedom  of 
contract  in  land,  and  that  it  would 
thereby  save  the  people  from  being 
starved.  They  were  told  that  the  Land 
Commission  was  to  have  compulsory 
powers,  and  he  would  like  to  press  on  the 
Government  the  importance  of  making 
the  Commissioners  representative  of  the 
masses  and  not  merely  of  the  classes. 
While  he  did  not  commit  himself  to  every 
detail  of  the  Bill,  not  having  seen  them, 
still  he  welcomed  the  measure  as  they 
welcomed  the  appearance  of  the  rainbow 
through  the  rain,  as  it  enabled  them  to 
feel  that  the  Government's  promise  was 
not  to  be  in  vain. 

♦Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Greenock) 
wished  to  join  in  the  chorus  of 
congratulation  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  on  his  large  and  drastic 
measure  of  reform.  Previous  speakers 
had  nearly  all  been  representatives 
of  county  constituencies,  but  he  desired 
to  ofier  his  praise  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  city  and  burgh  constituencies. 
This  question  was  not  merely  one  relating 
to  the  land,  and  to  the  depopulation  of 
the  rural  districts  and  valleys  of  Scotland. 
The  townships  of  Scotland  suffered 
severely,  and  it  was  on  behalf  of  the 
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poorest  paid  labouien  in  the  great  cities, 
who  were  sofiering  from  the  migration 
of  thoee  clans  which  once  found  a  living 
in  the  Scottish  glens,  that  he  ventured  to 
express  the  hope  this  Bill  would  pass. 
The  measure  would  in  Ms  opinion  go  far 
to  help  the  lowest  paid  labourers  in  the 
<iby.  He  had  no  desire  to  say  a  word 
Against  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
hot  he  very  much  doubted  the  wisdom 
•of  the  expenditure  it  had  incuired  by 
sending  lads  from  the  country  districts 
into  the  town,  and  subsidising  them  during 
their  apprenticeship  so  that  they  might 
enter  into  competition  with  the  sons  of 
^skilled  artisans  desirous  of  following  their 
titheis'  trade.  He  knew  cases  in  his  own 
constituency  of  Greenock  where  artisans 
were  unable  to  get  their  sons  apprenticed 
^ply  because  of  this  subsidised  com- 
petition. 

*Mk.  MOLTENO  (Ehimfriesshire),  as  the 
representative  of  a  Lowland  constituency, 
desired  to  join  in  the  chorus  of  praise. 
The  Bill  dealt  with  a  matter  of  vital 
impcvtance  to  the  country.  Reference 
hsd  been  made  to  the  depopulation  of  the 
Highlands,  but  those  records  could  be 
fully  equalled  in  some  of  the  southern 
counties  of  Scotland,  where  the  decrease 
of  population  could  only  be  likened  to  the 
devastations  caused  by  the  Thirty  Years 
Oerman  War.  He  could  point  to  one 
parish  in  which  in  the  last  fifty  years 
250  cottages  had  been  destroyed  and 
1,200  of  population  had  disappeared. 
When  the  population  of  their  villages 
w»8  thus  decaying  they  might  well  ask 
the  reason  why.  The  land  was  as  good  as 
any  which  could  be  found  elsewhere,  and 
the  population  was  even  better,  or  the 
Colonies  would  not  be  so  eager  to  attract 
the  people  composing.  They  had  the 
finest  markets  in  the  world.  Why,  then 
this  decay  1  It  was  the  land  laws 
■which  were  at  the  root  of  the  evil ; 
tenants  had  not  sufficient  security  for 
thdr  investments  in  the  land,  so  that 
they  could  not  avail  themselves  of 
those  newer  methods  of  cultivation 
and  organisation  which  were  enabling 
agriculturists  to  make  such  strides  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Tney  were  open 
to  the  increaang  competition  of  those 
who  had  security  of  tenure.  In  Canada 
they  had  fixity  of  tenure,  so  too  had  they 
in  Denmark,  and  it  was  not  confined  to 
Hum   coioatries,  as  he  gathered  when 


recently  reading  a  work  on  the  "  Transition 
of  Agriculture,"  which  dercribed  how  the 
fortunate  small  holders  of  Lincolnshire 
and  Worcestershire  sent  whole  train  loads 
of  produce  to  Glasgow.  A  man  should 
have  some  security  for  his  labour,  and  he 
thought  the  Bill  would  tend  to  create  a 
prosperous,  happy,  and  contented  rural 
population. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Sinclair  and  the  Lord-Advocate. 


SMALL  LANDHOLDERS   (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

"  To  encourage  the  formation  of  small 
agricultural  holdings  and  to  amend  the 
I^w  relating  to  the  tenure  of  such 
holdings  (including  crofters  holdings)  in 
Scotland;  and  for  other  purposes  con- 
nected therewith,"  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday  23rd  October, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  332.] 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  SUDDEN 
DEATHS  INQUIRY  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Now  clause — 

"  Where  upon  the  report  of  the  procnratttr 
fiscal  in  regard  to  any  fatal  accident  to  which 
The  Fatal  Accidence  Inquiry  (Scotland)  Act, 
1895,  applies,  the  Lord-Advocate  shall  be 
satisfied  that  all  the  facta  have  been  ascertained, 
and  that  a  public  inquiry  could  serve  no  useful 
purpose  and  has  not  been  requested  by  any 
relative  of  the  deceased  or  other  party  inter- 
ested, he  may  direct  the  procurator  fiscal  that ' 
it  is  unnecessary  to  apply  for  a  public  inquiry, 
and  in  snob  case  no  public  inquiry  shall  be 
held.  Section  four  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply 
in  the  case  of  any  fatal  accident  occurring  in 
connection  with  any  work  to  which  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  of  1901  applies,  or  in  or 
about  any  mine,  quarry,  or  railway." — (Mr. 
Younger. ) 

Brought  up  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

The  lord -ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs)  said  that  on  the 
Grand  Committee  his  hon.  friend  moved 
a  clause  substantially  in  the  terms  now 
before  the  House,  and  he  agreed  that  it 
was  proper  matter  for  a  new  clause  with 
the  addendum  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  now  added  with  reference  to  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act.  He  ob- 
jected, however,  to  the  whole  proposal,  as 
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it  would  allovr  the  Gktyerameat  to  direct 
that  inquiries  should  not  be  held.  It 
would  lead  to  seoiet  inquiries,  and  as  a 
matter  of  principle  he  thought  it  would 
be  safer  not  to  adopt  the  proposed  new 
clause. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

New  Clause: — 

"  Sub-section  ten  of  section  ionr  of  The  Fatal 
Accidents  [nqairy  (Scotland)  Act,  1895,  is 
hereby  repealed,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  be  it 
«nacted  as  follows,  videlicet :  The  jury  shall 
be  cited  by  the  sheriff  clerk  from  the  sheriff 
court  jury  book  in  the  manner  provided  by 
statute  for  the  citation  of  jurors  in  ciril  oases 
in  Scotland,  and  the  existing  statutory  pro- 
visions relative  to  fines  for  non-attendance  of 
jurors  and  to  the  swearing  of  jurors  shall  apply 
to  inquiries  under  this  Act  ;  but  no  person 
shall  be  summoned  to  attend  to  serve  as  a  juror 
in  any  inquiry  held  under  this  Act  who  resides 
l>eyond  snch  distances  from  the  court-house 
or  other  building  at  which  the  inquiry  is  held 
-as  may  from  time  to  time  be  fixed  by  the 
several  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Secretary  for  Ssotland." — 
.(Afr.  MUehdl-Thomson.) 

Brought  up  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mb.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  that 
in  the  Grand  Committee  his  hon.  friend 
badjlraised  this  question  and  he  had 
Asked  (leave  to  look  into  the  matter.  He 
thought  the  introduction  of  the  clause 
would  do  no  harm  and  he  had  great 
pleasure  in  accepting  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  sesond  time,  and 
Added  to  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  leave  out '  workman.' " — 
■{Mr.  aitcheU-Thomsvn.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Me.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs)  moved 

:  an  Amendment  to  the  effect  that  not  lesp 

.than  seven^Jdajrs  notice  should  be  given  by 

.the  procurator  fiscal  to  any  person  or 

persons   afiected  that  evidence  of  fault 

or  negligence,  etc.,  was  to  be  adduced 

by    him    at    an    inquiry.     The    hon. 

Member  said  it  to  hun   seemed  to    be 

quite   impossible    on    any   principle  of 

fairness  to  extend  the  powers  of   the 

jury  to  bring  in  a  verdict  against  a  man 

/who  might  not  have  received  previous 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw 


notice.  He  could  not  conceive  that 
there  could  be  any  obje::tion  to  a  proviso 
of  this  kind.  If  the  p3rioi  was  thought 
to  be  too  long  he  was  willing  to  reduce  the 
number  of  days.  They  were  told  in  the 
Grand  Committee  that  a  verdict  under 
this  Bill  would  not  involve  any  suggestion 
of  criminality,  but  he  was  told  by  many 
lawyers  that  it  was  undesirable  that  a 
verdict  of  this  kind  should  be  passed  in 
the  absence  of  any  man. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  23,  at  end,  to  add  '  Pro- 
vided til  it  not  less  tliau  seven  days'  notice 
shall  be  given  by  the  proourator-fiseal  to  any 
person  or  persons  affected  thereby  that  evidence 
IB  to  be  aadnced  by  him  at  the  inquiry  of  auoh 
fault  or  negligence,  or  precautions  or  defeeto 
in  the  system  of  working.'  " — (Jfr.  Tounffar.) 

f 
Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill."      ' 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  there  was 
no  grievance  at  all,  as  the  inquiry  was 
not  a  prosecution  at  all.    If  there  was 
plainly  something  wrong  why  should  the 
jury  be  prevented  from  telUng  the  truth 
about  it  ?    To  ask  the  procurator-fiscal 
to  make  up  his  mind  seven  days  before 
an  inquiry  that  somebody  or  other  .light 
be   afiected  was    out   of    the    question. 
It  would  be  the  duty  of  himself  or  his 
successor  to  issue  the  ordinary  regula- 
tions after  the  passing  of  an  Act  of  this 
kind,  under  which  it  would  be  provided 
that  when  from  the  papers  before  them 
there    appeared    a    possibility    that    a 
question  of  anybody's  innocence  might  or 
might  not  be  raised  then  they  should  send 
an  fntimation  to  that  person.    ["  Why 
not  put  it  in  the  Bill."]    The  reason  was 
that  to  do  so  would  make  the  procurator- 
fiscal  a  Judge.    Under  the  Act  of  1895 
there  was  a  proviso  that  the  examination 
of  any  person  as  a  witness  at  any  inquiry 
should  not  be  a  bar  to  any  criminal 
proceeding  against  him    and    that    no 
such    person    should   be   compelled    to 
answer  any  question   tending   to   show 
that  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  ofienoe. 
He  thought  when  he  had  made  an  offer 
which    completely   satisfied   the   Grand 
Committee  and  when  he  had  shown  how 
very  dangerous  it  would  be  before  tiie 
inquiry  was  held  to  have  information 
handed  to  the  person  that  he  was  aocnaed 
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of  negligence  it  oaght  to  be  quite  suffi- 
dfflit. 

*lb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  aaid  the 
object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
insoie  that  there  should  be  in  the  Bill 
itself  some  definite  assurance  of  'what 
the  light  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  just  said.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  said  that  he 
would  order  the  information  to  be  given 
under  certain  circumstances.  The  reason 
the^  asked  for  this  assurance  was  because 
th^  were  firmly  convinced  that  it  was  an 
entnely  wrong  and  unconstitutional 
principle  to  say  that  any  man  in  this 
country  should  be  found  guilty  of  an 
offence  by  a  verdict  of  his  countrymen, 
when  he  had  not  had  previous  notice  of 
tite  charge.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  that  he  was  not  found 
guilty,  that  this  was  a  mere  civil  inquiry 
and  that  the  liability  which  attached 
to  it  was  a  civil  liability.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  intended  seriously  to  assure 
tiie  House  that  if  a  jury  said  that  A.  B. 
had  died  through  the  fault  or  negligence 
of  C.  D.  they  were  not  bringing  in  a 
verdict  which  at  its  lowest  point  amounted 
to  the  blame  of  culpable  homicide  against 
CD. 

Mb.  THOMAS  SHAW :    No,  no. 

♦Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  said 
that  he  would  address  himself  to  the 
authorities.  Ever  since  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  denied  this  in  the  con- 
ference he  himself  had  been  studiously 
looking  this  matter  up,  and  what  he 
asserted  was  that  when  a  man  died 
tiuough  the  fault  or  negligence  of  another 
man,  the  other  man  was  open  to  a  charge 
which  at  the  lowest  was  culpable  homicide. 
That  was  perfectly  dear  from  the  defi- 
nition of  culpable  homicide,  given  by 
Hume.  He  could  also  give  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  references  from  Alison, 
and  he  referred  him  particularly  to 
the  last  great  criminal  work  by  the  late 
Lord  Advocate  in  this  House. 

M».  THOMAS    SHAW :    I  agree. 

Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  said  he 
now  understood  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  agree  that  when 
a  man  caused    the  death    of   another. 


that  he  fell  xwAnt  the  blame  of  culpable 
homicide. 

Mb.  THOMAS   SHAW:    No,  not  at 

aU. 

♦Me.  MITCHELL-THOMSON :  Then 
what  does  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  agree  to  ?  He  referred  to 
a  case  in  which  it  was  stated  that  to 
put  the  blame  on  a  man  was  sufficient. 
He  submitted  that  by  this  Bill  as  it  stood, 
they  were  actually  blaming  a  person. 
The  verdict  in  itself  blamed  the  man, 
and  said  that  he  was  in  fault  or  guilty  of 
negligence,  as  it  might  be.  He  put  it 
on  the  authority  of  the  decisions 
extant  that  when  that  was  done 
the  verdict  at  its  lowest  point  > 
amounted  to  frima  facie  evidence*  of 
culpable  homicide,  and  where  such  blame 
was  possible  and  where  such  blame 
attached  to  a  man  it  was  only  reasonable 
that  everything  should  be  done  to  insure 
that  the  man  Ukely  to  suffer  such  blame 
should  have  notice  and  information 
as  to  the  inquiry.  He  hoped  therefore 
the  Amendment  would  be  accepted. 

*Me.  MORTON  hoped  this  Amend- 
ment would  not  be  passed,  because  the 
procurator  fiscal  could  not  carry  it  out. 
It  would  be  an  extremely  vrrong  thing  if 
the  procurator  fiscal  was  to  be  allowed  to 
cast  any  reflection  upon  a  person  by  giving 
him  notice  unless  there  was  something  to 
justify  it.  Hon.  Members  should  bear 
in  mind  that  no  action  could  be  taken 
until  the  case  was  taken  to  another  court. 
A  coroner's  court  in  England  with  all 
its  powers  could  not  hang  a  person. 
They  found  a  verdict  against  him, 
and  then  the  case  went  through 
the  ordinary  procedure.  The  working 
men  of  Scotland  who  wanted  this  Bill 
wanted  it  because  they  wished  to 
know  whether  there  was  anybody 
to  blaire  before  they  took  proceed- 
ings. What  they  said  was  that  they 
went  to  the  coiuts  and  to  considerable 
expense  only  to  find  they  were  wrong. 
He  thought  it  would)be  altogether  wrong 
to  allow  the  procurator-fiscal  to  give 
notice.  They  wanted  to  have  many  of 
these  inquiries.  When  in  the  Ci^  of 
London  they  commenced  to  make  in- 
quiries into  the  cause  of  fires,  whether 
there  was  loss  of  life  or  not,  it  was  found 
that  fires  were   largely   stopped.    These- 
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inquiries  ought  to  be  held  in  the  interest 
of  everyone  concerned  and  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  insist  on  his 
Amendment  and  so  put  an  impediment 
in  the  way  of  these  inquiries  which  were 
for  the  benefit  of  both  employers  and 
workmen. 

Mb.  COCHRANE  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sutherland  had  stated 
that  one  of  the  reasons  why  he  would 
not  support  the  Amendment  was  that 
whatever  verdict  the  jury  might  give 
no  action  could  be  taken,  but  that  that 
verdict  was  connected  with  other  legal 
actions  which  might  be  taken  elsewhere. 
But  though  no  further  legal  action 
might  be  taken  what  would  be  the  state 
of  a  man's  mind  if  a  jury  found  that  he 
was  guilty  of  culpable  homicide,  when 
he  was  not  present  at  the  inquiry,  and 
had  no  remedy  and  no  opportunity  of 
clearing  himself  of  the  charge  ?  His 
position  would  be  far  more  serious  if 
he  had  no  notice  that  such  a  charge 
was  to  be  made,  and  no  opportunity 
of  refuting  it.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  agreed  that  before 
a  charge  was  brought  against  an  in 
dividual  that  individual  should  have 
notice,  and  the  method  which  he  sug- 
gested was  that  a  letter  should  be  written 
to  the  procurator  -  fiscal  asking  him  to 
give  him  notice.  H  it  were  right  that  a 
man  should  have  notice  before  a  charge 
was  brought  against  him,  why  not  put  it 
in  the  Bill  1  He  would  suggest  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  unless  he  wanted  to 
have  a  verdict  of  culpable  homicide 
brought  against  him  for  keeping  hon. 
Members  in  the  House  until  Sunday 
morning  he  should  meet  them  in  a 
conciliatory  spirit. 

Ma.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  he  did  not 
think  there  could  be  any  better  evidence 
of  his  having  done  so  than  the  way  in 
which  he  had  dealt  with  the  House.  He 
had  already  accepted  two  Amendments. 

Me.  COCHRANE  admitted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  marvel  of 
good  temper  under  the  strain  and  stress 
of  circumstances,  but  he  would  like  to 
press  his  good  nature  a  little  further. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  admitted 
there  was  substance  in  the  argument 
brought  forward  by  his  hon.  friend. 
Could  he  not  meet  it  by  introducing  into 
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the  Bill  an  Amendment  stating  that 
where  practicable  the  Procurator-fiscal 
should  give  notice  to  any  person  or 
persons  likely  to  be  afiected  i  It  oould 
do  no  harm,  and  he  thought  it  would 
remove  a  grievance. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  that  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  he  might  be 
allowed  to  say  that  there  seemed  to  be 
a  point  in  the  last  observation  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  which  might  remove  a  diffi- 
culty in  the  practical  working  of  the 
Act.  The  House  would  understand  that 
he  totally  dissented  from  the  view  of 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  criminal 
inquiry  at  all.  On  the  other  hand  he 
would  communicate  the  view  last  pre- 
sented by  his  hon.  friend  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  see  whether,  if  possible, 
without  interfering  with  the  practical 
and  prompt  working  of  the  Bill  they 
could  adopt  some  words  of  the  kind 
suggested.  If  it  were  not  done  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  understand  it  was 
because  they  believed  it  would  kill  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.  But  they  would 
very  favourably  consider  it. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  in  the  com- 
munication he  proposed  to  make  to  the 
Lord-Chancellor  he  would  include  in  it 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North- West  Lanarkshire. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  Certeinly. 

Mb.  younger  said  he  was  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's ofEer,  and  would  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed, — 

"  In  Clause  3  to  leave  out "  section  2  hereof  " 
and  insert '  thi«  Act "  (ilfr.  7%omtu  Shaw.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Adjournment, — Motion      made,  and 

Question,    "  That   this   House   do  now 

adjourn," — (Mr.     Whiteleif,) — ^put,  and 

agreed  to. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  eight  minutes 
after  Six  o'cloik  till  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Monday,  ZOth  July,  1906. 

Sereral  Lords  took  the  Oath. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Pontrefract  Corporation  Bill.  Road  3*, 
with  the  Amendments  ;  further  Amend- 
ments made ;  Bill  passed,  an  J  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

Sutton  District  Water  Bill.     Read  3*, 

with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Ck>mmons. 

Kingiton-upon-HuU  Corporation  Bill. 

Bead  3*,  with  the  Amendments  ;  further 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill  [H.L.J;  Electric  Lighting 
Proraional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill  [H.L.] ; 
6a«  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bui 
[e.l].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 


1)  BiU 

(No.  2) 


Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 

H.L.1 ;  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  {. 

511  [H.L.] ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirma- 
tion Bill  [h.l.1.  Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 


Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hjthe 
Tramways  Bill  [h.l.];  South  Eastern 
ud  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Bail- 
ways  Bill  [h.l.1.  Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 
The  said  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(Hoosing  of  Working  Classes^  Bill. 
Betomed  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Newhurgh  and  North  Fife  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  (No.  185);  Paisley  Roads  Order 
Confimation  Bill  (No.  186) ;  Inverclyde 
Bequwt  Order  Confirmation  Bill  (No. 
187);  Perth  Corporation  Gas  Order 
Confirmation  Bill,  (No.  188).  Read  1»; 
to  be  printed ;  and  (pursuant  to  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Actk  1899),  deemed  to  have  been  read  2' 

VOL  CLXII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


(The  Lord    Hamilton  of    DalzellX   and 
reported  from  the  Committee. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
Gas  Bill.  Brought  from  the  Commons. 
Read  3*  (according  to  order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

Local  Gk>vemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill ;  Bacup  Corporation  Bill ; 
Cork  City  Railways  and  Works  Bill ; 
Derby  Gas  Bill ;  Middlesex  County 
Council  (General  Powers)  Bill ;  St,  John  s 
(Westminster)  Improvement  Bill ;  Tod- 
morden  Corporation  Bill ;  Tottenham  and 
Edmonton  Gas  Bill.  Returned  from  the 
Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed 
to. 


PETITIONS. 

EDUCATION. 
Petition  to  be  allowed  to  continue  to 
give  Church  of    England    teaching    in 
schools ;  of — 

Teachers  in    non-provided  schoob   of 
Higham  Ferrers. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Petition     against     abolition     of     the 
voluntary  school  system;  of — 

Inhabitants  of  Burythorpe. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


No. 
190S. 


COLONIES:  ANNUAL. 
488.     Gold    Coaat:    Report   for 


CHARITABLE   DONATIONS    AND   BK- 
QUEST8  (IRELAND). 

Sixty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests  for  Ireland. 

RAILWAY  COMPANIES. 

Returns  of  the  capital,  traffic,  receipts, 
and  working  expenditure  of  the  railway 
companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  for 
the  year  1905 ;  yrith  a  general  report 
thereon  and  summary  tables  for  a  series  of 
years. 
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STATISTICS  (COLONIES). 
Statistical  Tables  relating  to  British 
Clolonies,  Possessions,  and  Protectorates. 
Part  XXIX.,  1904. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION. 
Fiftieth  Report  of  His  Majesty's  Civil 
Service  Commissioners,  with  appendix. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND). 
Seventy-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ire- 
land, with  appendices,  for  the  year  ended 
March  31st,  1906. 

INLAND  REVENUE. 
Forty-ninth   Report  of   the    Commis- 
sioners of  His  Majesty's  Inland  Revenue, 
for  the  year  ended  March  31st,.  1906. 

TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  3684.     Muscat. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 

Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  1905-1906. 

Presented  [by  Command] ;  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

NAVY  (PAY). 

List  of  exceptions  to  the  King's  Regula- 
tions as  to  pay,  non-effective  pay,  and 
allowances,  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  the  Order  in 
Council,  dated  i  December  19th,  1881, 
during  the  year  1905-1906. 

ALKALI,  ETC.,   WORKS  REGULATION 
ACTS,  1881  AND  1892. 

Forty-second  Annual  Report  on  Alkali, 
etc.,  •Works  by  the  chief  inspector ;  pro- 
ceedings during  the  year  1906. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  BOARD. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  and 
abstract  of  their  accounts  for  the  year 
ended  March  31st,  1905. 

FACTORY   AND    WORKSHOP  (PERIOD 
OF  EMPLOYMENT). 

Orders,  dated  July  24th,  1906,  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 


Department  in  pursuance  of  Section  36  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901— 

Revoking  certain  previous  orders  and 
granting  a  special  exception  for  a 
period  of  one  year  as  regards  the 
hours  of  employment  of  women 
and  young  persons  in  certain 
classes  of  factories  and  workshops. 

Revoking  an  Order  of  January  12th, 
1884,  and  granting  a  sjpecial 
exception  as  regards  the  penod  of 
employment  of  women  and  young 
persons  in  factories  in  the  county 
of  London  in  which  letterpress 
bookbinding  is  carried  on. 

LONDON  CORPORATION. 
Annual  Accounts  of  the  Chamberlain 
of  London,  for  the  year  1905. 

CLERGY  (WEST  INDIES). 
Return  of  the    amount    payable    on 
January  5th,  1906,  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  for  ecclesiastical  purposes  in  the 
West  Indies. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 
Return  for  the  year  ended  March  Slst, 
1906,  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Gificers 

Permitted  under  Rule  2  of  the  regulations 
rawn  up  under  section  6  of  the  Act  to 
hold  civil  employment  of  profit  under 
public  departments. 

Laid  before  the   House  (pursuant  to 
Act) ;  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

RATEABLE  HEREDITAMENTS. 
Return  respecting:    Laid  before    the 
House  (pursuant  to  order  of  May  4th 
last),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  183.) 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  SUDDEN 
DEATHS  INQUIRY  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  and  Read 
1\  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  184.) 


THE  SHIPBUILDING  PROGRAMME. 

Lord  BRASSEY  rose  to  call  attention 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  Ad- 
miralty Committee  on  Naval  Re8erTes,and 
to  the  shipbuilding  programme  of  the 
present  year.  The  noble  Lord  said : 
My  Lords,  the  questions  which  I  have 
placed  on  the  notice  Paper  relate  to  ihe 
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Reserves  of  the  Navy.  I  will  introduce 
them  briefly  in  a  few  general  observations. 
This  is  no  time  to  disarm.  It  is  a  time 
-when  every  head  of  expenditure  should 
he  narrowly  scrutinised.  We  see  every- 
where signs  of  impatience  under  the 
burdens  of  preparations  for  war.  In 
'Countries  despotically  governed  it  is  an 
audercurrent.  In  countries  democratically 
governed  it  finds  expression  at  the 
elections.  In  view  of  recent  changes  in 
4;he  position  of  other  Powers,  demands  for 
letienchment  are  justified,  even  for  the 
British  Navy.  We  have  to  take  care 
that  retrenchment  is  carried  out  in  such 
4  manner  as  will  leave  our  naval 
supremacy  assured. 

Can  we  reduce  the  Votes  for  shipbuild- 
ing ?  Can  we  reduce  the  Votes  for  the 
manning  of  the  Navy  ?  The  answer  to 
these  questions  must  depend  on  com- 
parisons. We  have  to  consider  how  we 
stand  as  to  ships,  and  how  we  stand  as  to 
manning.  In  ships  ready  for  service, 
and  more  particularly  in  battleships  and 
armoured  cruisers,  we  hold  a  command- 
ing position.  Measuring  progress  in  ship- 
building by  the  amounts  voted  we  are 
equal  to  a  two-Power  standard  with  some 
margin.  In  the  circumstances  of  the 
hour  it  is  possible  to  postpone  the  laying 
down  of  a  battleship.  We  possess  in- 
comparable resources  for  rapid  and  ex- 
tensive building.  There  is  some  ad- 
vantage in  delay.  The  latest  ships  are 
the  most  up-to-date.  It  gives  occasion 
for  reflection  when  we  see  that  none  of 
the  types  laid  down  within  the  last  ten — 
I  may  even  say  the  last  five — years  are 
inclnded  in  the  programme  of  shipbuild- 
ing this  year  submitted  to  Parliament. 
It  is  not  chimerical  to  hope  that  if  we 
show  ourselves  in  earnest  in  a  policy  of 
redaction  our  example  may  be  followed. 
If  other  Powers  continue  to  push  forward 
construction  we  shall  be  bound  to  meet 
them.  We  shall  'do  so  with  reluctance. 
In  the  enlargement  of  programmes  of 
shipbuilding  we  have  not  been  the 
aggressors.  In  the  last  two  years  we 
have  out  down  Navy  Estimates  by 
£5,000,000  and  the  Estimates  for  new 
■works  by  £4,000,000.  I  will  not  pursue 
tite  point.  Your  Lordships  are  awaiting 
a  statement  from  Lord  Tweedmouth. 

I  turn  from  shipbuilding  to  manning. 
In  manning,  as  in  shipbuilding,  we  measure 


our  requirements  largely  by  comparisons. 
In  the  Estimates  of  the  present  session 
Parliament  is  asked  to  vote  129,000  men 
for  the  active  ratings  of  the  Navy,  as 
against  52,000  for  France  and  40,000  for 
(Germany.  In  fixing  the  numbers  re- 
quired for  the  manning  of  the  Navy,  we 
have  to  look,  not  only  to  comparisons 
but  also  to  the  list  of  our  effective  ships. 
If  we  take  all  the  ships  now  on  the  list, 
and  add  all  the  ships  we  are  likely  to 
build  in  the  next  ten  years,  and  if, 
further,  we  '  assume  that,  while  all 
skilled  ratings  would  be  drawn  from 
the  permanent  men,  complements  "may 
be  partly  filled  up  from  well-trained 
Reserves,  it  is  evident  that  the  permanent 
force  is  excessive  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  efieotive  up-to-date  ships. 
We  have  relied  too  much  on  permanent 
men  for  manning  the  Navy  in  an  emer- 
gency. In  Reserves  we  are  below  both 
France  and  Germany. 

Impressed  with  the  necessity  for 
deaUng  with  the  Reserves  upon  a  com- 
prehensive plan,  the  Admiralty  in  1902 
appointed  a  Committee,  with  Sir  Edward 
Qrey  as  chairman.  It  is  to  their  re- 
commendations that  my  questions  refer. 
The  Committee  recommended  that  the 
Reserves  of  all  classes  should  be  rein- 
forced —the  stokers,  the  skilled  ratings  of 
electricians  and  signalmen,  and  the 
Reserves  in  the  Colonies.  They  recom- 
mended that  a  force  should  be  raised  as  a 
reserve  to  the  marines.  When  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  the  Mediterranean, 
Sir  John  Fisher  delivered  a  lecture 
showing  how  the  Army  might  be  utilised 
as  a  reserve  for  the  manning  of  the 
Navy,  and  I  should  like  to  hear  that 
something  has  been  done  on  the  lines 
advocated  by  Sir  John  Fisher. 

Passing  to  the  officers  of  the  Reserve, 
various  regulations  have  recently  been 
approved,  having  for  their  object  to 
secure  a  higher  standard  of  efficiency. 
The  officer  of  the  mercantile  marine 
has  none  of  the  advantages  rightly 
afforded  to  cadets  at  Osborne  and 
Dartmouth.  The  Admiralty  should  take 
up  this  important  question.  Every 
Reserve  cadet  should  receive  such 
an  education  as  will  enable  him  when 
called  upon  to  do  his  duty  as  a  naval 
officer.  The  premiums  to  shipowners  for 
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providing    instructois     for     apprentices 
would  be  inconsiderable. 

I  have  one  more  suggestion.  The 
Reserves  are  growing  beyond  the  ad- 
ministrative power  of  one  central  office. 
The  admiral  superintendent  of  the 
Beserves  should  be  represented  at  the 
chief  commercial  ports  by  an  officer  of 
standing  in  the  service,  who,  with  the  aid 
of  a  small  stafi,  should  keep  in  touch  with 
shipowners,  as  to  appointments  to 
commissions  and  as  to  reeruiting  for 
Beserves  of  every  class.  My  main  pur- 
pose is  to  insist  in  general  terms  on  the 
possibility  of  combining  economy  in 
the  expenditure  on  manning  with  wider 
powers  of  expansion.  I  do  not  look  for  a 
reply  from  my  noble  friend  on  details, 
but  I  should  be  glad  to  have  an  assur- 
ance of  his  general  concurrence.  In 
conclusion,  I  may  say  that  in  creating 
Reserves  for  the  Navy  we  achieve  a 
double  purpose ;  we  are  training  up 
officers  and  men  of  the  best  stamp  and 
quality  for  the  mercantile  marine ;  and 
tiiere  is  a  general  testimony  that  they 
are  needed. 

Eakl  CAWDOR:  My  Lords,  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just 
sat  down  appears  to  divide  itself  mto 
two  parts,  the  latter  part  dealing  more 
with  the  Reserves  than  the  other  questions 
of  interest  to-day.  Your  Lordships  per- 
haps will  pardon  me  if  I  pass  away  from 
the  question  of  the  Reserves,  and  deal 
with  what  appears  t  >  me  to  be  the  most 
important  question  we  can  have  to 
discuss  in  this  session  of  Pailiament.  I 
refer  to  the  Shipbuilding  Vote  and  the 
■hipbuilding  programme  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  Though  I  do  not  wish 
for  a  moment  to  suggest  that  the  question 
of  Naval  Reserves  is  not  one  of  great 
and  vital  importance,  I  do  suggest  that 
the  Shipbuilding  Vote  overshadows  and 
surpasses  it  in  importance. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  in  the  first 
instance  your  Lordships  should  appre- 
ciate quite  clearly  exactly  the  position 
of  to-day  with  respect  to  the  shipbuilding 
programme.  I  therefore  make  no  apol- 
ogy for  detailing  it  to  your  Lordships, 
and  I  will  do  so  in  as  few  words  as  I  can. 
In  November  last,  and  again  in  March 
last,  when  the  Naval   Estimates  were 

Lard  Brassey. 


laid  before  the-  ooantry,  tber  muiimum 
programme  that  was  thought  necessary 
in  shipbuilding  was  as  foOows.  We  were 
to  have  laid  down  this  year  four  battle- 
ships of  the  "-Dreadnought"  type,  fivesea- 
goihg  torpedcr  boat  destroyers,  twelve 
coastal  torpedo  boat  destroyBTs,  and 
twelve  submarmee.  In  Jufy,  what  do  we 
find  ?  We  find  that  instead  of  four 
battleships  we  are  to  have  but  three; 
instead  of  five  seagomg  torpedo  boat 
destroyers  we  are  to  have  but  two ; 
and  that  instead  of  twelve  submarines 
we  are  to  have  but  eight.  That  makes 
a  dimmutibn  in  the  shipbuilding  pro- 
gramme tts  far  as  battleships  are  concerned 
of  26  per  cent. ;  a  diminution  as  far  as 
those  valuable  sea-going  torpedo  boat 
destroyers  are  eoneemed  of  no  less  than 
60  per  cent. ;  and  a  diminution  as  far  a» 
submarines  are  concerned  of  no  less 
than  33  per  cent. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  has 
told  us  what  the  programme  for  the  year 
1907-8  is  to  be.  In  1907-8,  instead  of 
four  battleships  of  the  "  Dreadnought " 
type  which  were  to  ha^e  been  laid  down, 
«re  are  to  have  but  two.  The  conditions 
with  respect  to  the  programme  of  battle- 
ships in  1907-8  are,  I  think,  a  little 
peculiar.  We  are  to  lay  down  two- 
battleships  instead  of  four,  but  we  are  not 
to  lay  down  even  those  two  battleships 
until  quite  late  in  the  year.  And  for 
what  reason  "i  In  order  that  we  may 
emphasise  the  good  faith  of  the  Britidi 
people,  in  order  that  we  may  induce 
foreign  countries  to  believe,  what  appar- 
ently the  Qovemment  do  not  think  diey 
would  otherwise  believe,  that  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  are  in  earnest  in  & 
desire  for  a  reduction  of  armamenti. 
I  had  never  realised  before  that  the  good 
faith  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
needed  bolstering  up  by  such  a  sobeme 
as  that.  And  then  we  are  told  that  if 
the  proposals  laid  before  The  Hague 
Conference  prove  abortive  we  are  to  lay 
down  the  third  battleship.  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  an  extraordmary  procedure 
with  regard  to  what  is  supposed  to  be  an. 
amicable  consideration  of  possible)  [ar- 
rangements for  the  dinunutionji  of 
armaments. 

I  venture  to  think  the  proceedings^^of 
His  Majesty's  Government  with  regard^to. 
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Tlie  Hague  Conf  ereace  are  a  little  com- 
plicated, and,  may  I  say,  a  little  oon- 
tra^ctoiy.    I   have   explained  to  your 
LordBhips  what  is  proposed  to  be  doae 
irith  respect  to  the  Navy  in  order  to 
emphasise  the  good  faith  of  Great  Britain. 
Bat   what    about    the    Army?    Your 
Lordships  will,    I    am   sure,    remember 
perfectly   clearly    the    statement    made 
bat  a  short  time  ago  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man stated  in  another  place  that  while 
tiie  Government  had  been  able  to  reduce 
Mnsiderably    the    cost    of    the    Army, 
tbey  had  at  the  same  time  succeeded  in 
increasing  its  strikiag  efficiency  by  50 
percent.    Is  that  to  be  taken  to  The 
Hague  Conference  as  well  1     Is  that  to  be 
a  method  of  emphasing  the  good  faith  of 
Qnat    Britain     and    showing    foreign 
coontries    a    lead    in    the    direction    of 
armaments  ?     Is  it  not  an  insult  to  the 
common  sense  d  the  country  to  tell  them 
things    cf    that    kind  ?    What    foreign 
coontries  look  to,  and  what  they  care 
about.  Is  not  what  we  are  saving  in  cost ; 
tiiey  look  to  what  the  striking  power  of 
thk  country  is  abroad.    I  thmk  that  a 
Etde  less  of  these  theatrical  performances 
aahr  as  the  Conference  at  The  Hague  is 
<xnu:emed  may  lead  to  better  results. 

There  is  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of 
tlie  day  a  few  words  that  seem  to  bear 
father  upon  our  idea  of  immediate 
ndoctions.  I  am  alluding  to  a  statement 
of  what  took  place  in  January,  1792, 
•trhen  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  it 
vas  pointed  out  that  the  friendly  assur- 
ances received  from  foreign  Powers 
induced  the  King  to  think  that  some 
immediate  reduction  might  safely  be 
made  in  our  naval  and  military  establish- 
ments. Mr.  I^tt  sounded  the  note  of 
secority  in  language  even  more  assured. 
Henid — 

"  UiiqiM8tioo*bly  there  nerer  was  a  time  in 
<j>e  kiitocy  of  tM  esantry  when  from  the 
sttutioB  of  Earope  we  inigkt  more  reaaonably 
'Otjeot  fifteen  years  ef  peaee  than  we  may  at 
tk«  pteeeat  monient.'" 

Before  the  year  was  out  England  was 
thrown  into  a  struggle  lasting  over 
twenty  years,  and  terminating  only  on 
•the  field  of  Waterloo.  I  merely  mention 
"Aia,  my  Lords,  to  show  that  even  the 
best  advised  of  the  greatest  administrators 
may  sometimes  make  a  mistake  as  to  the 
poation  ttf  Earope  and  as  to  the  possi- 


bilities of  safely  cutting  down  the  arma 
ments  for  the  protection  of  the  country. 

There  is  one  other  point  I  should  like 
to  press  upon  your  Lordships  with  regard 
to  the  reductions  that  are  now  pro- 
posed. We  are  now  dealing  with  battle- 
ships of  an  entirely  new  type.  Every 
battleship  of  the  "  Dreadnought "  type  ia 
equivalent,  at  least,  in  armament  to  two 
of  the  best  battleships  afloat  to-day. 
I  do  not  think  I  am  putting  it  too  hig^, 
if  high  enough ;  and  when  you  talk  of 
striking  ofE  a  battleship  from  your 
shipbuilding  programme  to-day  you  are 
striking  ofi  a  "Dreadnought,"  which  is 
equivalent,  as  I  have  said,  to  two  of  the 
best  battleships  now  afloat.  I  beg 
your  Lordships  and  the  country  to  bear 
in  mind  that  what  we  have  got  to  get 
ahead  in  is  the  last  and  best  fighting 
battleship  in  the  world.  It  is  no  use 
counting  up  the  niunber  of  smaller 
and  out-of-date  battleships  we  have  got. 
We  must,  if  this  country  is  to  be  secure, 
be  the  foremost  country  in  the  world, 
with  the  strongest  battleships.  Ten  or 
twelve  years  hence  the  country  that  owns 
the  most  "  Dreadnoughts,"  or  improved 
"Dreadnoughts,"  will  be  the  country  that 
will  dominate  the  sea. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
Sea  Lords.  I  venture  with  great 
humility  to  say  that  I  think  a  great  deal 
too  much  has  been  said  about  the  action 
of  the  Sea  Lords.  I  think  we  have  been 
landed  in  a  very  evil  precedent,  by 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  shelter 
themselves  without  a  shred  of  ezplana- 
tioa  behind  their  skilled  advisers.  We 
&re  told  that  the  Sea  Lords  have  recom- 
mended these  reductions.  I  will  not  go 
behind  that  statement  ntade  distinctly 
r.nd  solemnly  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
May  I  quote  his  words  — 

"  The  Sea  Lords  have  had  no  preuaro  pot 
npon  them  in  thie  matter.  Un  the  oontrary, 
taking  tlie  fnrtlier  lurToy  of  the  aitaation  as  it 
now  presents  itself  to  them  they  have  advised 
OS  that  what  we  now  propose  is  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  strength  and  preserve  all  the 
power  that  is  required  for  the  British  Navy. 
Not  only  so,  but  they  recommended  this  to  oa, 
And  they  expressly  anked  that  the  House  of 
Commons  shonld  m  informed  that  it  was  their 
reoommandation  " — 

and  then  the  Prime  ICnister  added — 

"  In  order,  I  suppose  that  tbey  might  get  the 
credit  for  it," 
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My  Lords,  I  know  the  Sea  Lords  | 
pretty  well,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
statement  at  the  end  is  a  worthy  state- 
ment for  the  Prime  Minister  of  this 
covintry.  I  accept,  of  course,  the  state- 
ment that  these  redactions  were  made 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Sea 
Lords ;  hut  knowing  the  Sea  Lords  as 
I  do,  I  decline  to  accept,  what  is  implied 
by  that  statement,  that  the  Sea  Lords 
changed  their  minds  on  the  old  con- 
ditions that  they  had  to  consider.  I 
believe  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  can 
quite  believe  that  there  may  have  been 
fresh  reasons  and  altered  conditions 
which  might  have  induced  them  to 
change  their  minds,  but  I  deny  alto- 
gether, as  at  present  advised,  that  they 
could  have  changed  their  minds  unless 
there  was  some  change  in  the  conditions 
to  which  they  had  to  give  consideration. 

As  to  any  change  in  conditions  as  far 
as  building  carried  on  by  foreign  nations 
is  concerned,  we  practically  have  no 
information.  We  have  the  sort  of 
nebulous  statement  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  that  there  is  some 
reason  to  believe  that  there  has  not  been 
that  progress  with  foreign  new  pro- 
grammes which  the  Admiralty  had 
reason  to  anticipate.  That  phrase  is 
practically  the  only  explanation  of  any 
change  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
circumstances  held  to  justify  the  reduc- 
tion of  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  the 
battleship  building  this  year  and  of  fifty 
per  cent.  next.  It  is  impossible  that 
these  reductions  can  be  justified  upon 
that  statement  alone.  There  must  be  some 
further  change  in  the  conditions,  some 
further  change  in  the  position  of  afiairs  as 
to  which  the  Sea  Lords  were  asked  to 
give  their  consideration.  I  want  to  ask 
my  noble  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  three  Questions.  I  ask  him, 
first,  did  the  Sea  Lords  initiate  or  originate 
this  programme  of  redactions  of  their 
own  accord,  and  if  so,  when  ?  Secondly, 
had  they  submitted  to  them  at  an^  time 
any  more  drastic  programme  of  reduc- 
tions, and  with  what  result  ?  And, 
thir(Uy,  had  they  before  them  at  any  time 
any  intimation  of  any  change  of  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  as  to  the 
two-Power  standard,  and  if  so,  what  was 
the  standard  upon  which  they  were  in- 
structed to  work  ?  I  may  be  told  that 
these  are  unusual  questions. 

Earl  Ca/wdor. 


Lord   BRASSET:     Hear,    hear! 

Earl  CAWDOR  :  But  the  position  is 
an  unusual  one ;  it  is  distinctly  aa 
unusual  position.  Will  the  noble  Lord 
who  interrupted  me  tell  me  of  a  previous- 
case  in  which  the  (Jovemment  gave  no- 
explanation  in  another  place  or  in  this- 
House  of  the  reasons  for  a  change  in  their 
programme  -and  a  grave  reduction  not- 
only  for  one  year,  but  for  the  following; 
year,  and  sheltered  themselves,  without 
a  shadow  of  an  explanation,  behind  their 
skilled  advisers  ?  The  Government  have- 
chosen  to  take  that  course.  The  country^ 
under  these  conditions  has  a  right  to- 
know  exactly  what  has  happened.  We 
have  a  right  to  press  this  matter  also- 
because  the  position  is  unfair  as  far  as- 
the  Sea  Lords  are  concerned,  and  I  think 
we  may  claim  that  the  matter  should  be- 
oleared  up. 

The  last  of  my  three  Questions  1  pui  to- 
the  noble  Lord  in  consequence  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  Prime  Minister  in. 
another  place  on  Friday  last.  That  state- 
ment is  so  important,  that  perfaaps- 
your  Lordships  will  forgive  me  if  I  quot» 
it  word  for  word.-^  The  Prime  Minister^ 
speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  on. 
Friday  last,  said — 

"  Our  opinion  is  that  the  Naval  Lords  ar*- 
right ;    and  when  yon   talk  of  a  two-Power 

standard,  after  all  you  cannot  keep  quite  oab- 
of  your  mind  who  the  two- Powers  are.  Whoik 
we  have  elaborate  calculations  made  as  to  what 
Fraoice  and  Grermany  are  building,  is  it  really 
a  very  likely  oontingencv  that  France  ana 
Germany  should  be  ulied  and  should  go  to- 
war  with  us  ?  I  do  not  object  to  the  two-Power 
standard  as  a  rough  guide,  but  this  is  a  two- 
Power  standard  of  almost  a  preposterous 
kind." 

My  Lords,  that  is  a  very  momentous 
statement.    I  think  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  exaggerate  its  immense  impor- 
tance.   It  means  that  the  two-Power 
standard  is  discarded  by  His  Majesty'a 
Government.    What  is  the    two-Power 
standard  ?      The    two-Power    standard. 
that  has  been  understood  until  to-day 
is  that  the  Navy,  upon  whom  we  depend. 
for  the  security  of  the   country,    must- 
always  be  maintained  so  as  to  be  strong: 
enough  to  defeat  any  possible  combina- 
tion at  sea  by  any  two  countries  in  the-, 
world.    That  is  the  battleship  standard. 
I  am  not  speaking  of  the  cruiser  standard. 
In  cruisers,  of  course,  we  have  to  have, 
a  great  deal  higher  percentage  of  foioes 
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than  that  for  the  pioteotion  of  our 
commeroe  and  our  Oolonies.  I  am  speak- 
ing for  the  momeat  of  the  battleship 
atandaid.  We  have  always  had,  and 
alwajB  held  that  we  most  hiave,  not  only 
ezaotty  a  Fleet  equivalent  to  those  of  any 
two  other  Powers  in  Europe,  but  that  we 
must  have  a  margin  over  and  above 
that,  and  I  think  we  have  usually  calcu- 
lated something  like  ten  per  cent. 

We  had  attained  to  that  positioii.  We 
had  slwajTs  under  the  late  Government 
given  instructions  that  what  the  Ad- 
miralty had  to  work  to  was  that  policy, 
and  we  had  to  assure  Parliament  and  the 
coimtiv  that  we  had  attained  to  it.  We 
have  attained  to  it  to-day,  and  under  it  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  country  has  been 
feeling  safe ;  but  the  Prime  Minister  in 
one  sentence  has  cast  that  all  aside. 
Such  a  i^ndard  in  hi .  view  is  a  standard 
of  almost  a  preposterous  kind.  If  that 
he  Uie  view  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
it  is  hardly  liktly  that  the  instructioiu 
^ven  to  the  Sea  Lords  since  His  Majesty's 
Government  come  into  office  were  to  work 
upon  those  lines.  They  were  not  likely 
to  have  been  told  to  work  up  to  a  standard 
dssciibed  as  one  of  an  dlmoet  preposterous 
kind.  If  not,  surely  we  have  a  right  to 
adk,  and  surely  the  country  has  a  right 
to  know,  upon  what  standard  the  Sea 
Lords  have  been  told  to  work  in  securing 
to  us  a  Navy  efficient  for  the  purposes 
stated  to  be  necessary  by  the  Government 
of  the  day.  We  have  no  information  of 
any  -'ort  or  kind. 

It  seems  clear,  and  I  think  the  country 
diould  realise  it,  from  the  statement  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  that  if  an  improbable, 
I  admit,  but  not  an  impossible  com- 
bination of  foreign  Powers  was  directed 
sgainst  this  country,  I  mean  such  a 
combination  as  was  quoted  by  the  Prime 
ICnister  himself,  a  combination  of 
France  and  Germany — ^the  country  should 
onderstand  and  realise  that  in  the  event 
of  such  a  combination  taking  place  the 
Qovemment  of  the  day  are  content  that 
we  should  be  powerless  to  defend  our 
shoies.  There  is  no  half  way  in  this 
matter.  Either  the  Navy  is  to  be 
maintained  strong  enough  to  make  us 
absolutely  safe  against  any  two  Powers 
—I  care  not  which  they  are — who  might 
combine  against  us,  or  it  is  not.  If  you 
drop   bdow    the    two-PowCT    standard. 


what  standard  are  you  going  to  adopt  ? 
You  must  drop  down  and  down.  It  is 
no  use  having  half  a  fleet,  and  if  you  have 
not  a  fleet  sufficient  for  the  protection  of 
the  country,  you  may  as  weU  not  have  a 
fleet  at  all.  I  think  we  are  entitled 
distinctly  and  absolutely  to  an  answer 
from  His  Majesty's  Grovemment  as  to 
what  standard  it  is  to  which  they  have 
instructed  the  Sea  Lords  to  work. 

I  want  to  quote  one  more  statement  by 
the  Prime  Minister.  He  complained 
that  it  had  been  stated  that  he  was 
weakening  the  Fleet.     He  said — 

'*  How  are  we  weakening  the  Fleet  ?  It  is 
the  old  idea  that  by  piling  one  strength  npoD 
mnotber  yun  get  a  greater  resnlt." 

My  Lords,  I  should  have  thought  so. 
There  is  another  old  idea  that  two  and 
two  make  four,  and  an  old  idea  that,  as 
far  as  I  know,  is  generally  accepted 
throughout  the  world ;  but  I  agree  that 
it  is  quite  a  new  idea,  and  a  new  ides 
started  apparently  by  the  Prime  Minister 
himself,  that  the  addition  to  or  with- 
drawal from  our  building  programme  of 
one  or  two  "  Dreadnoughts"  does  not  effect 
the  strengthening  or  the  weakening  of 
the  Fleet.  I  do  not  know  to  whom  the 
Prime  Minister  was  really  addressing 
those  words.  It  could  hardly  have  been 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  could 
hardly  have  been  insulting  enough  to 
have  addressed  them  to  the  electors  of 
this  great  country. 

We  are  told  that  peace  is  best  secured 
by  diminishing  armaments.  Was  there 
ever  such  a  fallacy  ?  It  sounds  well,  but 
it  is  not  true.  No  one,  my  Lords,  doubts 
that  my  noble  friend  who  sits  beside  me. 
Lord  Lansdowne,  has  done  as  much  aa 
any  man  in  this  country  in  the  direction 
of  securing  European  peace.  Does  any 
one  suggest  for  a  moment  that  he  would 
have  been  as  successful  as  he  has  been  in 
that  line  if  we  had  not  been  strong  at  sea  ? 
These  phrases  about  peace  being  secured 
by  diminished  armaments  may  sound 
well  in  some  people's  ears.  The  facts  I 
believe  to  be  that  a  strong  British  Fleet 
is  the  best  safeguard  you  can  have  for 
European  peace.  I  venture  to  say  that 
"  A  strong  man  armed  "  should  be  the 
motto  and  the  position  of  this  country. 
Preparedness  for  war  is,  in  our  island 
home,  the  only  real  security  for  peace. 
Let  it  ever  be  remembered  that  our  Navy 
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h  not  in  any  sense  an  aggressive  force  ;  it 
is  our  defensive  force.  If  you  tamper  with 
that,  my  Lords,  you  tamper  with  the 
security  of  the  Empire. 

*The  first  lord  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Lord  TwEEDMOUTH):  My 
Lords,  we  have  heard  two  very  different 
speeches  to-day  on  this  subject.  My 
noble  friend  who  opened  this  debate, 
than  whom  there  is  no  man  more  ac- 
quainted with  the  Navy,  no  man  who 
has  given  greater  attention  to  it  is 
better  acquainted  with  its  wants  and 
with  the  wants  of  the  country,  has 
approved  of  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  The  noble  Earl  opposite, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  denounced  our 
policy  and  has  said  that  it  is  without 
precedent,  that  it  is  dangerous 

Earl  CAWDOR:  I  did  not  say  the 
policy  was  without  precedent. 

*LoRD  TWEEDMOUTH :   The  noble 
Earl  has  denounced  our  policy  and  has 
said  that  it  is  dangerous,  and  that  it  is 
undoubtedly  weakening  us  in  the  face  of 
rival   nations  in   Europe.    I  am   qu  te 
prepared  to  meet  that  charge  and  to 
show  that  the  proposals  that  are  being 
made  by  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
not  such  as  in  the  existing  condition  of 
Europe,    and   in   the   existing  building 
programmes  of  other  nations,  is  danger- 
ous to  this  country.    I  feel  that  I  am 
entering  into  this  contest  to  some  extent 
with  one  hand  tied  behind  my  back, 
because  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  either 
wise  or  prudent  or  good  poUcy  to  go  into 
minute  details  as  to  the   comparative 
strength  of  our  Navy  and  other  navies, 
or  to  set  the  ships  of  various  classes  in  our 
Navy  against  the  ships  of  various  classes 
in  another.    I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to 
brandish  the  strength  of  our  Navy  in  the 
face  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  is  not  right 
to  use  the  British  Navy  as  a  sort     of 
shillelagh  which  you  are  to  whirl  around 
and  say,     "  Here's  a  head,  let's  knock 
it."    That  is  not  the  line  that  I  propose 
to  take.    I  believe  that  the  Navy  is  a 
.  sharp  and  keen  weapon,  a  weapon  that 
is  kept  both  sharp  and  keen,  and  which 
is  ready  for  the  purpose  for    which   it 
is    required,   namely,    the    defence    of 
our  country,  and  not  for  aggression  on 
any  foreign  country. 

Earl  Cawdor. 


Earl  CAWDOR  :    Hear,  hear ! 


*LoRD  TWEEDMOUTH:  The  noble 
Earl  has,  I  think,  adopted  the  course  that 
he  condemned  in  others  by  also  bringing 
the  Sea  Loids  very  much  into  this  dis- 
cussion. For  my  part,  I  shall  not  do 
that.  I  consider  that  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  as  a  whole,  the  Sea  Lords  and 
the  civil  members  alike,  are  responsible 
for  all  that  takes  place;  and  for  my 
own  part,  knowing  the  grave  responsi- 
bility that  lies  upon  me,  I  assure  you 
that  in  considering  these  matters  during 
the  last  few  weeks  I  have  given  to  them 
my  very  closest  attention.  I  have  had 
the  advantage  of  the  advice  of  many 
both  within  and  without  the  Admiralty, 
and  I  am  prepared,  so  far  as  is  possible 
for  one  who  has  only  been  for  seven 
months  at  the  Admiralty,  to  take  the 
responsibility  on  myself  of  saying  that 
I  believe  the  proposals  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  at  this  time  do  not  lead 
to  danger,  but  are  perfectly  consonant 
with  the  best  interests  of  our  country. 

The  noble  Lord  asked  me  three  ques- 
tions which  he  said  were  somewhat 
unusual.  I  think  they  were.  But  still 
I  will  answer  them.  He  first  asked. 
Did  the  Sea  Lords  initiate  the  new  pro- 
gramme of  their  own  accord  ?  My 
Lords,  the  Sea  Lords,  along  with  their 
colleagues  in  the  Admiralty,  considered 
the  whole  situation  as  it  was  between 
March  and  July,  and  together  unani- 
mously came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
could  recommend  this  particular  reduction, 
in  the  programme.  The  noble  Earl  next 
asked,  Had  they  submitted  to  them  any 
more  drastic  proposals  ?  My  Lords,  they 
had  no  proposals  of  any  sort  or  kind 
submitted  to  them.  They  were  asked 
simply  to  review  the  situation  and  make 
their  own  proposals.  The  question  of  a 
change  of  standard  never  was  brought 
before  them  at  all.  I  have  said  that  I 
do  not  think  it  wise  to  go  into  the  details 
of  the  comparative  strength  either  of 
Fleets  or  of  ships  belonging  to  different 
countries.  I  bdieve  all  that  is  necessary 
can  be  found  in  the  Dilke  Return,  and  I 
believe  that  every  man  from  that  Return 
can  judge  for  himself  what  the  relative 
strei^hs  of  the  British  Fleet  and  other 
fleets  now  are.  But,  my  Lords,  the 
Board  as  a  whole  accept  this  policy,  and 
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ihink  it  right  to  adopt  a  policy  of  economj 
40  long  as  the  full  sea  supremacy  of  our 
«oimti7  can  be  maintained. 

The  Board  have  been  very  severely 
«iiticiwd,  and  the  Sea  Lords  most  of  all, 
ioT  their  decision  in  July  to  change  the 
programme  which  was  put  forward  in 
Maich  at  the  time  of  the  statement  on  the 
Estimates.  Whether  the  Admiralty  was 
li^t  or  wrong  with  regard  to  that  is  a 
question  of  the  conraderation  of  circum- 
stances. There  is  certaiidy  neither  pre- 
cedent nor  good  sense  in  the  idea  that 
hecsuse  a  particular  programme  has  once 
l)een  put  forward  there  is,  therefore, 
never  to  be  any  change  from  that  particu- 
lar programme ;  and  I  say  that  it  is 
against  all  rules  of  economy  to  say  that  a 
great  department  is  obliged  to  spend  up 
to  an  estimate  that  has  been  made  at  an 
'early  date  before  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  had  been  conudered,  instead  of 
revising  it  if  it  thinks  it  necessary.  That 
course,  after  all,  has  the  precedent  of  pre- 
vious Boards ;  it  has  been  the  course 
taken  by  three  successive  Boards  in 
tiiree  successive  years  when  the  First 
Lords  were  Lord  Selbome,  Lord  Cawdoi, 
and  myself.  In  the  last  year  that 
Lord  Selbome  was  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  six  armoured  ships  were  in- 
eladed  in  the  programme ;  one  was 
dropped.  In  the  programme  of  last  year, 
for  which  the  noble  Earl  opposite  was 
responsible,  five  armoured  ships  were 
in  that  programme,  and  on  consideration 
one  was  dropped.  This  year,  again, 
foot  armoured  ships  were  in  the  pro- 
gramme, and  after  fuU  consideration  one 
was  dropped. 

I  would  remind  yon  of  this,  and  it  is,  I 
think,  an  important  consideration,  that 
year  after  year  these  armoured  ships  are 
getting  more  complex,  more  costly,  and 
mote  and  more  of  an  experiment.  If 
error  there  be,  there  was  error  with  the 
late  Boards  as  well  as  with  the  present 
Board,  for  the  course  they  adopted  was 
exactly  the  same.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
contend  that  t^ere  was  blame  with  none 
of  the  Boards  for  the  course  they  took. 
I  believe  that  they  all  took  a  wise  course, 
and  one  that  was  justified  by  the  change 
«f  circumstances.  The  business  of  the 
Admiralty  is  at  the  begiiming  of  the 
year  to  provide  for  what  seems  to  be  the 
necesuties  of  the  year.    I  would  wish  to 


in  list  that  it  is  a  wise  thing  to  take  your 
programme  year  b^  year  and  not  attempt 
to  go  beyond  the  needs  and  the  necessities 
of  the  particular  year.  It  is  impossible 
to  forecast  what  the  changes  and  delays 
in  the  programmes  of  foreign  nations  may 
be,  and  >t  must  be  yexr  by  ye\r  the  duty 
of  the  Admiralty  to  coasidet  those  changes 
and  those  delays  before  they  decide  on 
what  their  own  eventual  programme  is  to 
be.     That  I  believe  to  be  sound. 

Now,  my  Lords,  the  Admiralty  do  not 
desire  to  spend  money  unnecessarily, 
and  whea  they  came  to  consider  the  great 
ch-^nges  and  the  great  delays  that  had 
taken  place  in  foreign  building  during  this 
year  they  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  wise  and  right  to  reduce  the  pro- 
gramme as  it  stood  when  the  noble  Barl 
left  office.  It  was  proposed,  as  the  noble 
Earl  said,  to  build  four  armoured  ships, 
five  ocean-going  destroyers,  twelve 
coastal  destroyers,  and  twelve  sub- 
marines. The  outlook  then  was  that 
France  was  going  to  lay  down  several 
very  large  battleships  ;  the  Urited  States 
were  going  to  lay  down  two  new  great 
battleships,  besides  two  that  had  before 
been  carried.  Russia  was  going  to  lay 
down  one  first  class  battleship  and  two 
armoured  cruisers ;  and  Germany  was 
going  to  lay  down  two  very  large  battle- 
ships and  one  armoured  cruiser. 

It  was  in  view  of  this  knowledge 
that  the  programme  was  originally 
formed.  But  from  week  to  week  and 
from  month  to  month  we  got  reports 
of  delay  in  the  commencement  of  this 
new  construction,  and  of  the  dropping  of 
these  proposed  ships.  Neithei  in  France 
nor  in  the  United  States  have  any  new 
keels  been  laid  down.  Germany  for  the 
first  t'me  has  failed  to  fulfil  her  pro- 
gramme, and  the  delay  in  those  German 
essels  has  been  more  than  four  months  ; 
and  only  this  very  morning  I  have  had 
information  that  the  first  of  the  two 
great  battleships  proposed  to  be  laid 
down  by  Germany  will  not  be  laid  down 
till  the  month  of  September  next.  The 
same  thing  has  taken  place  in  the 
United  States.  In  France,  instead  of  six 
new  battleships  to  be  completed  two  a 
year,  they  are  not  to  be  completed 
until  the  end  of  191*2,  or  at  the  rate  of 
only  one  a  year  instead  of  two.  ^In 
Russia  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the 
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proposed  vote  for  new  construction  of 
£2,500,000.  In  consequence  it  was  decided 
to  drop  one  of  our  own  big  battleships 
and,  further,  there  were  dropped  three 
ocean-going  destroyers  and  four  sub 
marines. 

But  I  wish  to  make  it  perfectly  clear 
that  in  Ueu  of  those  vessels  a  new 
vessel  is  to  be  laid  down.  It  is  true 
it  is  not  to  be  laid  down  till 
early  next  year,  but  I  will  give  the 
House  a  descript'on  of  it.  It  is  to 
be  laid  down  at  Pembroke  Dockyard 
very  early  in  the  financial  year  1907-8. 
It  IS  an  improved  "  Scout,"  and  has  been 
designed  after  the  experience  of  the 
"  Gem  "  and  the  "  Scout"  clasa.  It  includes 
the  turbine  machinery  of  the  "Amethyst," 
and  full  advantage  will  be  taken  of 
the  oil-fuel  experiences  of  the  last  few 
years  in  vessels  of  all  classes.  The 
vessel  will  have  a  very  much  increased 
radius,  and  will  be  able  to  steam  over 
2,000  knots.  She  will  be  a  very  fast 
vessel  and  will  have  much  heavier  arma- 
ments and  a  greater  radius  of  action 
than  that  of  the  "Scout,"  and  being 
designed  for  the  same  speed  will  be  much 
superior  to  third-class  cruisers  in  this 
respect.  She  is  to  be  fitted  with  a  double 
bottom.^and  will  be  fully  capable  of  service 
on  distant  foreign  stations ;  so  work 
that  is  now  carried  out  by  smaller  types 
of  cruisers  will  be  done  by  this.  That 
I  beUeve  to  be  a  very  important  vessel. 

There  is  good  reason  also^for  the 
postponement  of  the  ocean-going  de- 
stroyers and  submarines.  The  com- 
plexity and  difficulty  of  the  ocean- 
going destroyers  is  very  great,  and  the 
Admiralty  desire  to  have  greater  experi- 
ence of  their  action  and  work  before 
they  lay  down  so  large  a  number  &i 
was  proposed.  With  regard  to  the 
submarines  also,  a  new  type  is  now 
being  developed,  and  it  is  not  thought 
desirable  to  start  twelve  submarines 
this  year.  Eight  are  quite  enough 
with  our  present  knowledge,  and  we 
had  much  better  wait  until  the  new 
type  is  developed  and  we  have  the 
benefit  of  the  knowledge  thereby  gained. 

But,^besides  the  facts  that  I  have  tried 
to  bring  before  you  with  regard  to  the 
progress  of  building  amongst  foreign 
nations,  there  is  also  this  consideration. 
We  have  proved  in  the  most   striking 

Lord  Tweedtnoulh. 


manner  this  year  the  great  and  immediate 
efficiency  of  His  Maj  esty's  Navy.  On  three- 
difierent  occasions  we  have  carried  out 
considerable  manceuvres.  First,  ther& 
was  the  mobilisation  in  February  of  the 
scouts,  destroyers,  and  torpedo  boate^ 
110  in  all ;  tixey  carried  out  considerable 
manceuvres  and  operations  in  bad 
weather  with  the  greatest  success  and 
with  very  small  defects.  There  were 
also  the  manoeuvres  at  Lagos,  which. 
lasted  from  February  15th  to  March  let, 
in  which  twenty-nine  battleships  and 
eighteen  cruisers  took  part,  and  which. 
again  proved  that  the  Fleet  was  ready 
for  action  at  a  moment's  notice.  Again, 
we  had  the  grand  manoeuvres  between 
Jime  12th  and  July  2nd,  in  which  no  less 
than  319  ships  took  part,  and  which, 
were  remarkable  for  their  success  and 
for  the  rapidity  of  mobilisation  which  it 
was  found  possible  to  effect  in'  the 
nucleus  crews  of  the  reserve  ships. 
Those  ships  performed  a  record  in: 
mobilisation,  for  of  all  those  vessels  the 
longest  in  getting  mobilised  took  only- 
three  hours,  and  the  shortest  forty 
minutes.  That,  my  Lords,  gave  proof 
of  how  ready  the  Fleet  was  to  go  to  sea, 
ho>7  quickly  it  could  be  mobilised,  and 
how  speedily  the  reserves  could  be 
brought  on  board  ship. 

I  now  come  to  the  question  of  the 
national  advantage  of  endeavouring  io. 
some  way  to  reduce  the  huge  expenditure 
of  this  country.  That  expenditure 
has  increased  by  half  during  the  past  ten 
years,  and,  most  of  all,  the  defence 
service  expenditure  has  increased  to 
something  like  £61,000,000  a  year» 
without  taking  into  consideration  the 
Works  account  or  the  cost  of  our  Army 
in  India.  Surely  it  is  a  desirable  thing, 
and  an  object  that  should  be  aimed  at 
by  all  parties  in  this  House  and  in  the 
country,  to  reduce  these  great  charges. 
that  weigh  so  heavily  on  the  people. 
The  noble  Earl  was  rather  sarcastic  about- 
The  Hague  Conference. 

Earl  CAWDOR:  Not  about  The 
Hague  Conference,  but  only  about  the 
operations  of  His  Majestjr's  €k»vemnient 
with  regard  to  that  Conference. 

*LoBD  TWEEDMOUTH :  I  think  the 
noble  Earl  looked  upon  those  who  support 
The  Hague  Conference,  and  who  think: 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


3K 


TkeShgiivUdiHf 


{30  July  1906} 


Programme. 


30S 


that  something  may  be  got  from  the 
meeting  of  nations  at  such  a  Conference, 
u  in  the  nature  of  ideal  dreamers. 

Bakl  CAWDOR :    Oh,  no,  I  did  not. 

♦LoKD  TWEEDMOUTH :  At  any  rate, 
that  is  an  opinion  which  is  held,  and  .t  is 
(Hie  against  which  I  protest.  The  noble 
Yiscoont  opposite.  Lord  Goschen,  in  1899, 
before  the  last  Hague  Conference,  said — 

"We  baTe  been  compelled  to  increase  oar 
(i])eiiditiire,  as  other  oations  have  increased 
tbein.  Dot  pressing  on  more  than  they.  As 
Uiey  have  increased,  so  have  we  increased.  I 
have  DOW  to  state  on  behalf  of  Uis  Majesty's 
Govenunent,  that  similarly  if  the  other  great 
naval  powers  should  be  prepared  to  diminish 
Ibeir  programme  of  shipbuilding,  we  should  be 
piqiared  on  oar  side  to  meet  such  a  procedure 
by  modifying  oars." 

Viscount  GOSCHEN  :    Hear,  hear  ! 

•LoKD  TWEEDMOUTH:  The  noble 
^nscount  continued — 

"  The  diflScnitiea  of  adjustment  are  no  doubt 
immeDse,  but  our  desire  that  the  conference 
aiwald  succeed  in  lightening  I  he  tremendous 
balden  which  now  weighs  down  all  European 
sations  is  sincere.  But  if  Europe  comes  to  no 
(greement.  and  if  the  hopes  entertained  by  the 
Oar  should  not  be  realised,  the  pro)2ramme 
vhiefa  I  have  submitted  to  the  Housie  must 
itaad." 

Those  are  words  with  which  I  desire 
entirely  to  associate  myseU.  It  is  quite 
tme  that  it  is  suggested  that  for  the 
programme  of  1907-8  in  the  first  instance 
only  two  battleships  should  be  laid  down, 
and  that  the  third  should  be  laid  down  if 
the  proceedings  of  the  Hague  Conference 
come  to  nothing.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  cotrntry  will  go  to  that  Conference 
with  a  good  face  and  with  a  good  record, 
fot  it  can  show  that  successive  Govern- 
ments have  year  by  year  diminished  the 
Haval  Estimates  of  this  country  by  some 
£6,500,000,  that  they  have  each  in  their 
turn  done  something  to  reduce  the 
building  programme  of  the  Navy,  and 
that  they  are  prepared  still  further  to 
extend  that  reduction  if  other  countries 
are  willing  to  join  them  and  to  follow 
mit.  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  put 
that  case  -very  strongly  before  the  Hague 
Conference,  and  for  my  part  I  hope  we 
shall  have  some  success  in  the  representa- 
tions that  we  shall  make  there. 

Let  me  now  turn  to  the  other  question 
tittt  was  raised    by  my   noble    friend, 


Lord  Brassey — the  question  of  the  Naval 
Reserves.  That  is  a  very  important  and 
a  very  intricate  subject  to  deal  with.  A 
strong  Conmiittee  was  appointed  in  1902 
to  examine  the  question,  and  many  of 
the  recommendations  of  that  Committee 
have  since  been  carried  out.  At  that 
time  the  condition  of  things  was  very 
different.  There  were  then  an  immense- 
number  of  ships  which  it  was  supposed 
were  to  be  manned  in  time  of  war.  The- 
number  of  ships  has  been  greatly  dimin- 
ished, and  the  conditions,  therefore.are- 
very  difierent.  Two  of  the  things  that  Sir 
Edward  Grey's  Committee  recommended 
were  the  strengthening  of  the  Fleet 
Reserve,  and  the  better  training  of  the: 
Royal  Naval  Reserve.  The  FleetReserve, 
which  consists  partly  of  men  who  have 
been  on  the  shorter  period  of  engagement 
in  the  Navy — they  are  engaged  for  twelve 
years,  five  years  on  active  service  and 
seven  years  in  the  Reserve — has  greatly 
increased  since  that  time.  They  were 
something  over  5,000  at  the  time  tie- 
Committee  sat  in  1902  ;  they  are  now 
upwards  of  15,000,  and  are  increasing 
every  day.  Sir  Edward  Grey's  Committee 
also  strongly  recommended  the  establish- 
ment of  Naval  Volunteers.  There  uro' 
now  4,200  Naval  Volunteers,  and  thejr 
are  a  very  effective  body. 

The  difficulty  that  arises  is  that  ther» 
are  two  opinions  as  to  the  proportion 
that  the  Reserve  should  bear  to  the 
active  men  in  the  Naval  service.  Sir 
Edward  Grey's  Committee  put  that 
nimiber  as  high  as  fifty  per  cent.  Navat 
opinion  now  takes  a  very  much  lower- 
view  and  talks  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
per  cent.  I  think  there  is  a  general  agree- 
ment that  the  Royal  Fleet  Reserve  is 
the  best  Reserve  for  the  Navy  and  is 
the  one  on  which  we  can  best  depend 
on  account  of  the  men  having  received 
their  training  in  the  Naval  Service  it- 
self. But,  after  all,  the  main  and  most 
important  part  of  naval  seamen  musi. 
be  the  men  of  long  service,  because  the- 
work  of  a  seaman  now  has  become  so- 
intricate,  so  complex,  I  might  almost 
say  so  scientific,  that  it  requires  lon^ 
training  to  ensure  success.  Consequently 
the  number  of  men  who  are  at  any  time- 
in  the  Navy  on  comparatively  short 
service  or  non-continuous  service,  cannot 
be  a  very  large  one,  and,  therefore,  be- 
yond a  certain  number  we  cannot  gei 
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Royal  Fleet  Reserve  men  from  this  source, 
•but  they  are  increasing.  They  will  in- 
■ciease,  and  every  encouragement  will  be 
given  to  them. 

With  regard  to  the  Royal  Naval  Re- 
serve, considerable  changes  have  been 
made.  It  was  before  I  became  First 
Lord  that  the  decision  was  arrived  at. 
They  have  been  given  an  entirely  new 
system  of  training.  Instead  of  being 
trained  at  shore  batteries  and  on  training 
ships,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
number  during  the  next  four  years  which 
afe  to  be  used  for  men  who,  having 
«ngaeed  on  the  old  system,  have  not 
•completed  their  term  of  service,  and  are 
unwilling  to  serve  under  the  new  con- 
iditionB,  they  will  in  future  be  entirely 
drained  on  board  seagoing  ships,  and 
^ill,  instead  of  doing  their  fourteen  days 
:&  year  on  shore  or  in  the  training  ships,  be 
trained  ijwenty-eight  days  every  second 
yearin^sea-^6ing  ships,  and  principally  in 
'themudleuBfihips  in  reserve  in  the  various 
ports  round  the  United  Kingdom.  Entry 
into  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  has  been 
tfor  the  time  arrested,  but  for  my  part 
I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  maintaining 
•the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  and  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  would  not  be  a  party 
•to  its  abolition,  though  undoubtedly  its 
number  must  be  reduced,  and  will  be 
seduced,  I  should  think,  to  some  extent 
by  the  more  strict  conditions  of  service 
■which  have  been  imposed.  The  suspen- 
«ion  of  entry  has  now  continued  for  about 
A  year  and  a  half,  and  a  waste  is  going  on 
At  the  rate  of  about  8  per  cent,  a  year. 
1  think  that  within  a  very  short  time  it 
•will  be  possible  and  desirable  to  re-open 
•the  entries  to  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
both  of  officers  and  of  men.  I  do  not 
«ay  exactly  under  what  conditions,  but 
with  the  idea  at  any  rate  of  increasing 
•eonsiderably  the  number  of  stokers  that 
will  be  available  for  the  Reserve.  I 
•think  Ij^have  answered  the  questions  put 
to  me  by  Lord  Brassey.  In  conclusion 
I  would  say,  as  I  began,  that  I  do  feel 
the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  me 
on  agreeing  and  being  a  party  to  the 
teduction  that  has  been  mtkde,  and  I 
firmly  believe  that  that  reduction  will  not 
Head  to  any  damage  to  our  country. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Xoids,  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  excuse 
3ne,  if,  like  my  noble  friend.  Lord  Cawdor, 

J/frd  Tweedmouth. 


I  address  the  few  remarks  with  which  I 
shall  trouble  the  House  to  tha'v  par^  of 
the  noble  Lord's  speech  which  refers  to 
the  shipbuilding  programme.  Although 
I  fully  admit  the  great  importance  of  tiie 
question  of  Reserves,  I  will  defei  till 
some  othej  occasion  any  remarks  I  may 
have  to  make  upon  that  subject.  Any- 
one who  has  listened  to  the  speech  which 
has  just  been  delivered  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  who  has  read  the 
speeches  which  were  made  by  his 
two  colleagues  on  the  shipbuilding  pro- 
gramme in  the  other  House  of  ParBa- 
ment,  can  hardly  fail  to  have  been 
impressed  by  the  Jifierence  of  tone 
adopted.  In  the  other  House  the  great 
question  was  economy,  and  what  was 
produced  and  flatmted  before  the  House 
was  the  part  which  the  Naval  Lords 
have  played  in  this  matter. 

The  Naval  Lords,  by  a  very  unfortu- 
nate course  on  the  part  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  were  brought  out  and  placed 
in  very  clear  contradistinction  to  the 
other  Members  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 
I  need  hardly  say  that  that  is  entirely 
contrary  to  the  whole  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  during, 
at  all  events,  the  last  thirty  years. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Prime  Minister  were  both  well  aware  of 
this,  for  they  said  that  they  knew  it  was 
inconvenient  and  for  many  reasons 
undesirable,  and  that  they  only  did  it 
because  of  very  exceptional  circum- 
stances. To-night  the  noble  Lord  took 
quite  a  difierent  course.  He  separated 
himself  entirely  from  those  colleagues. 
He  said,  and  I  am  sure  that  anyone  who 
knows  anything  of  Naval  afiairis  and  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  will  cordiaDy 
agree  with  him,  that  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  is  one  and  indivisible,  and  that 
the  First  Lord  is  the  person  who  is 
responsible  to  Parliament  and  to  the 
I  country  for  the  action  of  that  Board. 

i     How  can  you  reconcile  that  with  what 
was  said  in   the  other  House  ?    What 
was  the  reason  why  a  totally  different 
statement   was   made  in   that   House ! 
The  Prime  Minister  said  it  was  an  ex- 
ceptional case.  His  reason  for  introdnoing 
'  the  Naval  Lords  was  that  he  wished  to 
i  throw  upon  them  the  responsibility  for 
'  the  reduction   which   was  being  made, 
:  to  assure  the  country  that  it  was  they 
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who  were  piimarily  responsible  for  it,  and 
he  went  so  &r  as  to  say  that  they  had 
adced  him  to  state  that  to  the  House  of 
ConunonB.  If  the  naval  Members  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  made  that  statement 
I  am  sure  tbat  the  First  Lord  himself 
could  not  have  been  aware  of  it,  because 
he  knows  as  well  as  anyone  how  improper 
it  is  to  put  forward  professional  advisers 
and  throw  upon  them  the  responsibility 
tat  a  programme.  Those  of  youi  Lord- 
ships who  read  the  papers  on  Saturday 
morning  will  have  seen  that  it  is  said, 
m«re  e^>ecially  in  the  Radical  Press,  that 
we  are  perfectly  safe  because  this  is  the 
{ROgnunme  of  the  Naval  Lords.  I 
confess  tjiat  this  is  rather  an  undignified 
and  undesOTved  position  in  which  to 
place  my  noble  friend. 

In  the  statement  we  have  listened  to 
to-night  we  have  heard  a  variety  of 
drcnmstances  in  justification  for  the 
reduction  in  the  prc^ramme  which  were 
not  stated  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  noble  Lord  has  stated  them 
in  scune  detail  with  regard  to  the  naval 
proposala  of  two  or  three  other  countriej> 
whose  rogranunes  he  has  learned  are 
very  much  in  arrear.  Those  who  have 
no  .  official  information  and  who  are 
merely  private  Members  of  this  House  of 
course  accept  that  statement,  and  more- 
over the  Pint  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has 
means  of  forming  a  judgment  which  are 
not  accessible  to  other  Members  of  this 
House.  At  the  same  time  one  cannot 
hdp  reminding  him  that  in  cutting  o5 
one  ''  Dreadnought "  at  a  time  when  we 
have  unfortunately  probably  lost  the 
"  Montagu  "  we  are  weakening  the  Navy 
of  tiiis  country. 

Further,  I  do  not  understand  why  the 
programme  of  1907-8  was  introduced  in 
the  other  House.  The  noble  Lord  stated 
to-night  that  he  did  not  go  on  any 
standard,  that  he  gave  up  standards,  and 
tiiat  his  intention  was  to  proceed  from 
year  to  year  according  to  the  information 
he  received.  If  that  is  so,  why  was  the 
programme  of  1907-8  laid  before  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  ?  We  remember 
what  the  noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  War  said  in  this  House  the 
other  day.  He  said  that  the  mandate  was 
economy,  and  he  reminded  us,  in  speaking 
on  the  Army  Estimates,  that  economy  and 
tlie  cuttingdown  of  expenditure  had  been 


the  first  principle  which  His  Majesty's' 
Grovemment  had  observed.  Of  course,, 
in  this  way  it  may  have  been  desirable- 
to  promise  future  economies  to  the  other' 
House,  but  that  is  not  in  accordance' 
with  the  statement  which  has  been  made 
to  us  to-night.  I  do  not  understand  how 
you  can  tell  now  what  the  circumstances 
of  next  year  will  be.  You  have  the 
Hague  Conference,  and  yt>u  do  not  even 
know  what  the  result  of  it  will  be.  Yon- 
say  that  if  the  Hague  Conference  proves 
unsuccessful  you  will  lay  down  an)ther 
ship.  But  can  the  noble  Lord  inform  us 
how  it  is  known  already  that  the  fourth 
ship  can  be  cut  off  ? 

The  noble  Lord  gave  the  Hague  Con- 
ference as  one  of  the  reasons  for  being- 
additionally  anxious  to  spend  as  Uttlc 
on   the  Fleet   as  he   could.    Does  the 
noble  Lord  really  believe  that  anything- 
he  spends  this  year  will  have  any  effect  . 
on    the    Hague    Conference  ?    Does   he- 
suppose  that   Germany  or  France   are- 
going  to  alter  their  programme  because 
he  lays  down  one  battleship  less  t    In 
reference  to  this  matter  I  regret  most 
bitterly   the   use  that   has  been  made 
of  the  names  of  the  Naval  Lords.    I 
hope  my  noble  friend  will  point  out  to  his 
colleagues  what  an  indiscretion,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  they  have  committed.. 
The  noble  Lord  has  told  us  that  no- 
pressure  of  any  kind  or  sort  was  laid' 
upon  them.    Does  he   assure   us,   too, 
that  these  reductions  were  suggested  by 
them,    for    that    is    what    the    Prime 
Minister's  words  come  to  ?    The  Prime 
Minister  did  not  mean  merely  that  the 
Naval  Lords  acquiesced  in  certain  re- 
ductions, but  he   said  that   they  had 
recommended  them,  and  that  they  had 
expressly  asked*  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons might  be  informed  of  this,  in  order,  ' 
to  use  the  Prime  Minister's  exact  words, 
that  they  might  get  the  credit  for  it.    I 
must  say  it  does  surprise  me  very  much 
to  hear  that  the  Naval  Lords  asked  that 
any  such  assurance  should  be  given  to 
the  House  of  Commons. 

There  are  many  noble  Lords  in  this 
House  who  are  identified  with  the  Navy, 
and  who  have  been  connected  at  various 
times  with  Boards  of  Admiralty.  I 
should  like  to  ask  whether  any  of  them 
remember  any  ease  in  which  a  Naval  Lord 
ever  asked  that  anything  he  had  done  or 
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Tecommended  might  be  laid  before  the 
House  of  Commons  1  This  statement 
was  made  in  Parliament  and  relied  upon, 
and  the  public  rely  upon  it.  The  public 
"is  relying  at  this  very  moment  for  their 
safety  upon  the  acceptance  of  a  programme 
which,  as  they  have  been  assured,  has 
been  laid  down  by  the  Naval  Lords.  One 
might  almost  ask  that  Papers  should  be 
laid  on  the  Table.  Your  Lordships  all 
know  that  when  a  Minister  relies  upon  a 
statement  he  is  bound  to  prove  it  if 
called  upon  to  do  so.  Of  course,  it  would 
be 'absurd  in  this  case  to  move  that  any 
Papers  should  be  laid  on  the  Table, 
"because  everyone  who  knows  anything 
-about  the  Admiralty  is  aware  that  it 
would  be  contrary  to  the  whole  principle 
and  practice  of  the  Admiralty  and  to 
public  policy  to  do  so  ;  but  what  I  wish 
■to  impress  upon  your  Lordships  is  that 
the  very  fact  that  a  statement  of  this 
-sort  has  been  made  which  it  is  impossible 
for  Ministers  to  substantiate  shows  how 
improper  it  was  for  it  ever  to  have  been 
made. 

*LoBD  ELLENBOROUGH :  My  Lords, 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  not 
convinced  me  by  the  reasons  he  has  given 
for  the  reductions  in  the  shipbuilding 
programme  that  have  been  made,  and  I 
am  particularly  anxious  about  the  fate 
of  the  vessel  whose  existence  is  to  depend 
on  the  Hague  Conference.  But  the 
chief  anxiety  that  I  feel  on  this  question  is 
due  tc  the  opinions  held  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  and  published  when  he 
was  sitting  on  the  Commission  appointed 
■to  inquire  into  our  food  supply  in  time 
of  war.  He  then  expressed  the  opinion 
that  if  all  private  property  at  sea  not 
contraband  were  exempt«d  from  capture 
or  destruction  by  belligerents  all  the 
difficulties  which  that  Committee  were 
appointed  to  consider  would  disappear 
and  'all  proposed  remedies  would  become 
-unnecessary.  As  if  food  wotdd  not  at 
once  be  declared  contraband  of  war  by 
any  nation  which  found  itself  at  war  with 
-us !  "il  'confess  that  when  the  present 
Government  was  formed  I  was  sorry  to 
see  a  person  holding  such  opinions  given 
a  post  at  the  Admiralty.  I  had  hoped 
that  a  position  would  have  been  found 
for  him  inland.  The  manner  in  which 
he  has  lately  Mealt  with]the  Sea  Lords,  as 
iieported  in  the  newspapers,  has  greatly 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovm. 


increased  my  anxiety.  The  recent  Con- 
ference held  in  the  Royal  Gallery  of  this 
Palace  and  the  Hague  Conference  are, 
I  think,  institutions  that  have  the 
greatest  possible  use  in  preserving  peace 
and  in  dealing  with  international  law  and 
difficulties  which  may  arise  while  peace  is 
still  existing.    But  in  war  their  resolutions 

are  of  no  value. 

• 

'^  think  it  would  be  more  civU  if  our 
newspapers  would  use  the  term  "pro- 
tection of  our  food  supply  in  time  of  war  " 
instead  of  "  command  of  the  sea."  We 
do  not  want  the  command  of  the  sea  in 
order  to  threaten  or  hurt  anybody.  We 
merely  mean  to  ensure  it  for  the  purpose 
of  feeding  ourselves.  The  maj  ority  which 
the  Government  obtained  at  the  last 
election  was  partly  due  to  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain's suggestion  for  taxation  of  foreign 
food.  At  the  present  moment  we  are 
entirely  dependent  for  our  food  supply 
in  time  of  war  on  our  Navy  alone.  If 
we  have  no  Navy  we  shall  have  no  bread. 
If  we  have  too  small  a  Navy  it  is  as  if 
we  had  none  at  all.  We  are  told  that  if 
the  resolution  at  the  Hague  is  passed  it 
is  to  be  considered  equivalent  to  »  third 
battleship.  It  is  doubtful  what  addon 
will  be  taken  on  that  resolution  by  foreign 
Powers.  It  will  probably  be  used  as  a 
blind.  In  war  the  Hague  Conference 
resolutions  would  be  of  no  value.  It  is 
true  they  might  be  made  into  paper  boats, 
but  are  we  to  fill  up  blank  s  in  our  line- 
of-battle  with  paper  boats  ? 

Friendly  relations  with  other  Powers 
are  not  sufficient  reasons  for  reducing 
armaments.  Those  friendly  relations  are 
chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  believed 
to  be  possessed  of  sufficient  power  to 
be  able  to  assist  a  friend  in  time  of 
need.  We  can  make  a  quarrel  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  but  we  cannot  build 
a  battleship  and  get  h^r  ready  for  sea  in 
less  than  fifteen  or  eighteen  months,  by 
which  time  the  war  might  be  over.  I  hope 
people  in  this  country  will  not  continue 
to  boast  of  their  ability  to  beat  Germany 
in  shipbuilding.  Gkrmany  has  not  yet 
taken  her  coat  off  in  this  matter,  and 
when  she  does  we  may  be  surprised  at  the 
result.  The  slackening  oft  of  shipbuilding 
on  our  part  will  have  the  opposite 
effect  to  that  looked  for.  It  will  cause 
other  countries  to  strain  every  nerve  to 
get  level  with  us.    Therefore  I  sabmic 
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that  these  reduct'ons  do   not   increase 
ijie  chance  of  maiptainicg  peace. 

*LoBD  AMPTHILL:  My  Lordfl.  I 
desire  in  ^he  fewest  possible  words  to  put 
a  qnestion  to  His  Majesty's  Govfrnia>nt, 
a  question  which  has  tbe  object  of  n- 
moTiog  the  uncertainty  which  I  am 
van  has  been  left  in  the  minds  of  my 
noble  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  by 
the  speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. The  burden  of  the  noble  Lord's 
speech  was  that  the  reduction  of  the  ship- 
toilding  progTsmme  was  merely  a  matte'' 
«f  otdmaiy  annual  routine,  a  thing  that 
has  been  done  in  prevous  years  on  more 
tiian  one  occasion.  But  His  Majesty's 
CloTenunent  in  another  place  claimed 
nniisual  credit  for  this  reduction,  and 
treated  it  as  part  of  a  new  policy,  a 
policy  of  reduction  of  armaments  which 
ms  to  be  an  example  to  other  countries. 

What  we  want  to  know  on  this  side  of 
he  House  is  whether  there  b  a  new 
policy  or  not.  According  to  the  Prime 
IGnister,  there  \&  a  new  policy  which  is 
to  be  an  example  to  the  other  nations  of 
tiie  world.  But  according  to  the  F^rst 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  as  we  understand 
him,  there  is  no  new  policy;  the  re- 
dnctioas  which  have  been  ordered  are 
merely  part  of  the  annual  routine,  which 
may  be  corrected  or  altered  according  to 
ciicomstancee.  His  Majesty's  Qovem- 
ment  cannot  have  it  both  ways.  It  is 
on  this  point  th;n  that  many  noble  Lords 
on  tiiis  ride  of  the  House  would  like 
to  have  a  clear  answer.  Is  there  a  new 
policy  or  is  there  not ;  and  if  there  is  a 
new  policy,  what  is  that  policy  and  how 
far  is  the  reduction  to  proceed  ?  Are 
we  to  go  so  far  in  reduction  and  setting  an 
-example  to  other  oountries  that  we 
abandon  the  policy  of  the  two-Power 
standard,  or  is  reduction  to  proceed  so 
^[radually  that  the  policy  of  the  two- 
Power  standard  will  be  maintained  ?  I 
Tentnie,  with  all  ^due  deference,  to  ask 
Hia  Majesty's  Government  to  give  us  an 
^tssoraiuse  on  that  point. 

ViBOoxnrr  G08CHEN:  My  Lords, 
when  not  many  days  ago  we  had  a 
debate  in  this  House  upon  the  re- 
daction in  the  Army  and  were 
<!Oiifronted  by  the  champions  of  the 
■"  Blue-water  "  school,  I  did  not  antici- 


pate that  in  a  veiy  few  days  the  question 
would  be  again  before  your  Lordships — 
this  time,  whether  the  force  on  that 
blue  water  should  be  reduced  or  not. 
Personally  I  did  not  believe  in  the 
rumours  that  the  Navy  was  going  to  be 
reduced,  but  we  are  now  confronted  by 
the  fact  that  the  shipbuilding  programme 
has  been  materially  curtailed.  I  hope 
the  noble  Lord  will  clearly  answer  the 
question  which  has  been  put  to  him  by 
my  noble  friend  behind  me,  whether  this 
means  a  change  in  policy.  We  have  to 
look  not  only  at  the  actual  reduction  in 
the  Estimates,  but  also  at  the  speeches  in 
which  that  reduction  was  explained  in  the 
'  House  of  Commons.  It  was  pointed  out 
very  clearly  just  now  by  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Camperdown  that  the  tone 
of  the  speeches  and  the  course  of  the 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  were 
totally  different  from  the  speeches  and 
the  course  of  the  debate  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House  to-night.  I  think  I  may 
say,  with  all  friendliness  to  His  Majesty's 
Government,  that  they  have  very  much 
mismanaged  the  explanation  of  the  re- 
i  duction.  They  have  mismanaged  it  in 
j  the  House  of  Commons,  and  they  have  a 
I  difficulty  in  putting  it  right  in  this  House. 

I     Why  was  the  explanation  which  has 

now  been  given  by  my  noble  friend  Lord 

Tweedmouth  not  given  in  the  House  of 

Commons  ?    Why  did  they  not  explain 

that  it  was  mainly  due  to  information 

from  other  countries  with  reference  to 

the    shipbuilding    of    those    countries  t 

Why  was  it  not  explained  that  it  was  no 

great  policy  but  scientific  reuons  that 

had  actuated  the  Board  of  Admiralty  in 

recommending  the  postponement  of  three 

destroyers    and    a    certain    number    of 

submarines?  Sofar  asIknow.Mr.  Robert- 

son  never  hinted  at  it  in  the  House  of 

Commons.    The  line  he  took  up  was  that 

I  the  Admiralty  were  determined  to  effect 

I  a  reduction,  and  he  gave  no  explanation. 

!  If  I  had  spoken  before  my  noble  friend 

!  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  I  had 

intended  asking  him  why  the  reductions 

in  these  two  items  were  proposed.    I 

think  the  noble  Lord  has  given  a  per- 

,  fectly  adequate  explanation,  but  it  is  a 

;  scientific    explanation.    This    is    not    a 

great  reduction  which  is  to  play  a  great 

role  when  the  Hague  Conference  meets ; 

I  it  is  because  they  are  not  ready  with  their 
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designs  that  they  have  postponed  this 
part  of  the  programme. 

Then  again  as  to  battleships.  A 
.battleship  is  to  be  struck  ofi  for  the 
reasons  which  the  noble  Lord  explained, 
not  because  we  desire  to  retard  the 
progress  of  our  strength,  but  because 
there  have  been  reductions  by  other 
Powers.  And  yet  the  Government  talk 
about  giving  a  lead.  The  whole  question 
is  involved  in  a  perfect  fog,  and  the 
difficulties  are  heightened  by  the  ex- 
ordinary  message  said  to  have  been 
sent  by  the  Naval  Lords  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  When  have  officers,  naval  or 
military,  ever  desired  to  place  themselves 
in  communication  with  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ?  I  cannot  think  of  any  previous 
First  Sea  Lord  or  Second  Sea  Lord  who 
would  have  wished  to  send  a  message  to 
the  House  of  Commons  that  they  desired 
to  reduce  the  Navy  Estimates.  Did  not 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  warn 
them  and  say,  "  It  is  an  unprecedented 
course.  I  really  cannot  convey  such  a 
message  to  the  House  of  Commons." 
If  he  did  the  Naval  Lords  were  severely 
to  blame  for  requesting  such  a  message 
to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

In  what  a  position  does  the  Govern- 
ment statement  put  the  Naval  Lords  ? 
It  is  supposed  that  they,  without  any 
pressure,  simply  out  of  poUtical  ccHisidera- 
tions  and  after  surveying  the  field  of 
Europe  and  the  existing  conditions,  made 
to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  a  recom- 
mendation for  reductions. 

LoED  TWEEDMOUTH :  We  held  meet- 
ings of  the  Eoard  at  which  the  whole 
matter  was  brought  foiward.  Un- 
doubtedly I  brought  forward  the  desira- 
bility of  making  reductions,  all  the 
circumstances  were  surveyed,  and  all 
came  unanimously  to  the  conclusion 
announced. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN  :  I  am  glad  to 
have  elicited  the  statement  that  the 
Grovemment  did  put  before  them  the 
desirability  of  cutting  down  Estimates. 

LoED  TWEEDMOUTH  :  Of  economy. 
I  take  the  whole  responsibility. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN  :  I  am  grateful 
to  my  noble  friend  for  candidly  telling  us 

Viscount  Goschen. 


the  circumstances.  They  put  an  entirely" 
different  ccmstruction  upon  what  ha» 
happened.  It  is  a  matter  so  important 
that  I  do  not  regret  going  over  the  subject 
which  has  been  dealt  with  by  my  noble 
friends.  I  do  not  wish  to  haggle  about 
a  single  ship  and  a  reduction  that  may 
or  may  not  be  justified,  but  we  have  to- 
consider  not  only  the  reductions,  but  the- 
language  in  which  that  course  has  been 
defended  by  the  Prime  Minister,  and  t  he- 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  view  as  to  oar 
naval  policy.  My  noble  friend  Lord 
Camperdown  has  alluded  to  the  absenee^ 
of  any  explanation  as  to  the  reductions- 
next  year.  Why  should  the  Government 
state  what  they  proposed  to  do  in  1907-8- 
before  they  know  what  other  Powers  are 
going  to  do  ? 

It  is  a  new  policy  deliberately  to- 
change  the  programme  with  a  contingent 
arrangement  for  the  addition  of  anolher 
ship.  There  is  a  vague  proposition  in. 
reference  to  the  Hague  Conference,  and 
two  forces  appear  to  be  operating  upon 
the  Government — ^the  desire  for  economy 
and  the  desire  to  be  able  to  claim  success- 
fully the  position  of  being  first  in  the 
reduction  of  armaments.  I  am  not 
encouraged  to  hope  much  from  the  Hague 
Conference,  and  if  the  First  Lord  would 
give  half  an  hour  to  a  conversation  witk. 
Sir  J.  Fisher,  an  unrivalled  expert  on 
naval  policy,  upon  his  reminiscences  of 
a  previous  conference  it  would  be  time 
well  spent. 

Another  question  which  has  cropped 
up  is  the  two- Power  standard,  and  some 
doubt  has  been  expressed  as  to  whether 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  Ijiis 
respect  is  being  adhered  to  in  the  true 
sense.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  First 
Lord  would  depart  one  jot  from  it.  It- 
would  be  wrong  to  work  out  the  system, 
with  reference  to  the  strength  of  two- 
naval  Powers  merely  without  reference 
to  all  the  changes  that  have  taken  place 
in  Europe,  and  the  contingencies  that 
might  arise.  The  naval  policy  of  this 
country  must  be  shaped,  not  simply 
in  relation  to  the  naval  stemgth  of  any 
two  Powers,  but  in  proportion  to  the 
naval  stemgth  of  the  world.  Not,  of 
course,  that  our  Navy  should  be  equal 
to  all  others — ^that  would  be  absurd — 
but  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  nations, 
though    they    might    not    become    our 
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adreisaries,  might  in  the  event  of  wai 
prove  very  uncomfortable  neutrals.  New 
dangers  beset  battleships  from  mines  and 
gabmarines,  and  Japan  lost  two  ships 
in  one  day  from  mines.  Such  considera- 
tions must  affect  the  naval  strength  of  a 
conntiy  such  as  ours,  and  such  disasters 
would  affect  this  country  more  than  any 
other  Power  in  Europe.  We  run  a 
greater  risk,  for  our  national  existence 
depends  upon  our  naval  strength. 

The  Prime  Minister  has  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  rivalry  between  natioad 
is  a  rivalry  of  grandeur,  and  he  used 
the  word  "  swagger."  The  idea  that 
nations  are  recklessly  spending  money 
out  of  pure  rivalry  shows  ignorance  of 
the  true  state  of  affairs.  France  would 
be  ready  enough  to  reduce  her  arma- 
ments, naval  and  military,  if  she  only 
coold,  but  she  is  not  going  in  the  Hague 
Conference  to  undertake  to  do  so  unless 
there  are  developments  which  she  at  any 
rate  does  not  expect.  This  unfortunate 
expenditure  all  over  Europe  is  not  caused 
by  any  desire  for  glory  or  by  vanity, 
but  from  a  consideration  of  international 
relationships.  Has  Austria,  for  whose 
misfortunes  we  have  every  sympathy, 
kept  up  her  army  for  swagger  ?  Her 
srmy  is  being  kept  up  for  national  ex- 
stence,  in  order  to  avoid  the  perils  which. 
Heaven  forbid,  should  assail  her,  but 
iriiich  are  not  so  far  removed  from  the 
political  horizon  that  she  can  herself 
mdertake  to  reduce  her  armaments. 

With  regard  to  (Germany  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  frank  and  friendly  words.  If 
there  is  an  idea  that  Germany  is  arming 
against  ourselves  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  ; 
if  it  is  thought  that  Germany  is  arming 
against  France,  or  Rtisaia,  or  any  par- 
ticular Power  I  believe  that  is  also  a 
mistake.  Why  does  Germany  push  on 
her  naval  expansion,  which  France  will 
plead  compels  her  to  do  the  same  ?  Not 
for  aggression,  but  from  a  settled  policy. 
She  requires  more  territory  for  her 
teeming  millions.  She  feels  that  she 
most  have  colonies,  that  she  must  expand, 
as  other  growing  countries  must  expand, 
that  she  mtiBt  have  outlets  for  her  com- 
merce, and  that  she  must  have  sea 
power  like  ns  to  hold  her  own  against 
every  possible  effort  to  limit  her  colonial 
expansion  or  paralyse  her  action.  Her 
Knisters  have  no  desire  for  war.    But 
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they  have  an  Imperial  German  polic} . 
Is  it  likely  that  an}-thing  that  will  happett 
at  the  Hague  Conference  will  arres; 
what  they  consider  to  be  their  mission — 
what  the  Emperor  considers  to  be  a 
mission  placed  upon  himself  to  expand 
the  German  power  ?  Those  who  think 
so  are  living  in  a  fool's  paradise. 

I  wish  as  much  as  any  Member  of  your 
Lordships'  House,  as  much  as  any 
democratic  Member  of  Parliament,  a.t 
much  as  any  of  those  who  dream  of 
universal  p^ace,  that  I  could  beheve  with 
Teimyson  in  the  time — 

"  When  the  war  dram  throbs  no  longer  an<l 
the  battle  R%}^  were  florled 
In  the  ParliameDt  of  man,  the  federation  of 
the  world." 

At  all  events,  let  us  look  to  it  that  the 
white  ensign  of  the  British  Fleet  remains 
without  question  and  without  doubt 
unharmed  over  that  Fleet.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  said  when  observations  such 
as  I  have  made  are  placed  before  the 
public  that  they  are  pessimistic  or 
gloomy.  Sometimes  the  cold  water  of 
I  common  sense  is  almost  as  necessary  as 
enthusiasm.  I  can  admire  enthusiasm, 
and  I  admire  the  democrary  which, 
'  knowing  Uttle  of  foreign  diplomacy  and 
I  the  struggles  of  the  nations  for  supremacy, 
I  think  that  war  merely  means  either 
the  glory  of  a  certain  class  or 
heavy  taxation,  and  through  ignorance 
plead  for  a  smaller  Navy ;  but  as  I 
said  in  another  debate  last  week,  it  is 
not  for  the  leaders  of  a  Party,  not  for 
a  man  like  the  Prime  Minister  to  en- 
courage them  in  Utopian  hopes  that 
the  mere  calling  together  of  a  conference 
will  make  it  unnecessary  to  continue 
that  steady  progress,  that  building  up  to  a 
standard,  that  building  up  to  all  the 
requirements  of  the  case  which  I  fear 
for  many  years  must  be  the  fate  of  this 
country. 

♦Lord  EVERSLEY:  My  Lords,  I 
hope  as  a  newcomer  to  this  House  that  I 
may  be  allowed  to  address  your  Lordships 
on  the  important  subject  now  before  you. 
I  have  myself  in  the  past  been  not 
infrequently  connected  with  the  Admir- 
alty in  an  official  capacity  and  during 
the  past  two  years  I  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  pressing  a  reduction  on  the 
Govenmient,  and  in  urgiug   that  there 
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should  be  in  consequence  a  reduction  in 
taxation. 

The  noble  Viscount  who  has  just 
addressed  the  House  speaks  with  very 
great  authority  on  this  subject.  He 
was  twice  at  the  Admiralty  for  very 
long  periods,  once  in  the  first  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Gladstone,  when  economy 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  when  the 
Navy  was  administered  for  less  than 
£10,000,000  a  year.  I  was  then  his 
colleague  at  the  Admiralty ;  and  served 
under  him.  His  last  experience  of  the 
Navy  was  from  1895  to  1900,  when  a 
very  different  order  of  things  prevailed, 
and  when  the  expenditure  upon  the  Navy 
was  lavish  in  the  highest  degree.  I 
think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  while  the 
noble  Viscount  presided  over  the  Admir- 
alty he  added  every  year  no  less  than 
two  milUons  a  year  to  the  expenses  of 
administration.  I  do  not  propose  to  find 
fault  with  him.  All  I  wish  to  do  is  to 
call  his  attention  to  that  period  when  he 
was  presiding  at  the  Admiralty,  and  to 
ask  him  to  consider  what  has  happened 
between  then  and  now  which  may  tend 
to  a  more  moderate  expenditure. 

The  expenditure  upon  the  Navy  has 
increased  since  Lord  Groschen  presided 
over  the  Board  by  no  less  than  eight 
millions  a  year.  Expenditure  on  the 
Army  has  increased  by  no  less  than  ten 
millions  a  year ;  the  two  together  amount- 
ing to  an  increase  of  eighteen  millions  a 
year  in  the  seven  years.  That  is  taking 
the  date  1898,  immediately  before  the 
war  in  South  Africa.  Now  I  invite  the 
noble  Viscount  and  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  pre- 
sided at  that  time  over  the  Army,  to 
consider  the  expenditure  then  and  the 
point  which  it  has  now  reached,  and 
whether  circumstances  in  the  state  of 
Europe  have  not  occurred  which  would 
justify  a  considerable  reduction  at  this 
moment. 

Many  things  of  the  greatest  importance  I 
have  happened  during  the  last  three  years  ' 
bearing  on  this  subject.  In  the  first  ] 
place,  we  have  had  the  collapse  of  Russia. 
When  I  look  back  at  the  speeches  of  Lord  ' 
Goschen,  made  between  the  years  1895  I 
and  1900,  I  observe  that  he  almost  in- 
variably defended  the  great  increases ! 
which  he  made  in  the  Navy  on  the  ground  | 

Lord  Eversley. 


of  the  increase  in  the  Russian  Navy  ; 
and  I  think  I  may  claim  also  that  the 
great  increase  in  the  Army  of  late  years 
ha8  been  due  to  the  fear  of  Russia.  There 
was  the  fear  of  the  invasion  of  India  on 
the  part  of  Russia  through  Afghanistan. 
But  during  the  last  three  years  the  power 
of  Russia  has  collapsed.  Russia  has 
been  defeated  in  the  Far  East,  her  navy 
has  absolutely  disappeared,  her  ships 
have  either  been  sunk  or  captured  by  the 
Japanese.  We  have  therefore  this  state 
of  things,  that  the  naval  power  of  Russia 
has  disappeared,  and  everybody,  I  think, 
admits  that  it  must  be  many  years — 
some  people  say  ten  and  others  a  much 
longer  period — before  Russia's  power 
can  be  revived,  and  before  there  can  be 
any  attempt  either  to  invade  India  or 
even  to  resuscitate  her  Navy. 

But  other  important  things  have  occur- 
red. First  among  them  is  that  which  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  has  been  respon- 
sible for,  and  which  I  venture  to  think  will 
be  one  of  his  principal  claims  to  fame  in 
history — namely,  the  Agreement  which, 
has  been  come  to  with  France  under 
which  all  matters  in  dispute  have  been 
settled,  and  every  difficulty  between  us 
and  that  Power  removed.  All  questions 
of  jealousy  as  regards  our  position  in 
Egypt  have  been  removed,  as  also  have 
all  questions  of  jealousy  between  our 
selves  and  France  in  Morocco.  That 
seems  to  me  a  very  important  matter, 
tending  to  justify  a  reconsideration  of 
our  expenditure  upon  the  Navy  and 
Army.  But  other  important  matters 
still  have  occurred.  There  has  been  the 
Agreement  with  Japan,  the  immediate 
efiect  of  which  has  been  that  our  position 
in  the  Far  East  as  regards  our  Navy  has 
been  reassured.  We  have  been  enabled 
to  recall  the  whole  of  the  five  battleships 
which  were  maintained  in  those  waters, 
and  they  are  now  concentrated  at  home. 

Further,  there  has  been  a  very  great 
and  important  change  in  policy  in  Naval 
administration,  for  which  I  have  nothing 
but  praise — the  change  carried  out  by 
Lord  Selborne  and  Admiral  Fisher,  and 
under  which  the  whole  of  our  powerful 
vessels  have  been  concentrated  in  Home 
waters  or  in  the  Mediterranean  within 
easy  touch  of  these  shores.  It  was 
discovered  that  the  cruisers  on  which  we 
lelied  to  defend  our  commerce  were  of  no 
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value  in  time  of  war  as  against  the  more 
modern    armoured    cruisers,    with    the 
result  that  the  greater  part  of  the  n  were 
recalled,    and   the   late   Prime   Minister 
boasted  that  by  a  courageous  stroke  of 
the  pen  they  were  struck  oS  the  Navy  ! 
List.    The  result  has  been  that  all  our  | 
powerful  vessels  have  been  concentrated  , 
at  home,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  I 
what  I  think  was  also  affirmed  by  the 
late  Grovemment,  that  the  strength  of , 
the  Navy  has  been  nearly  doubled  by  this  j 
operation — that  is  to  say,  the  efieclive  i 
strength  of  the  Navy  for  purposes    )f 
ofiemse   and   defence   against  the   only 
Powers  which  it  would  be  likely  to  me 
at  the  present  time.  i 

There  is  yet  one  other  important  i 
matter  to  which  I  do  not  think  sufficient  | 
attention  has  been  called  of  late  in  the  i 
Press,  and  that  is  the  result  of  the  ex- 
periences of  the  naval  war  between 
Rosaia  and  Japan  as  to  the  comparacive 
rake  of  our  Fleet  with  that  of  other 
Powers.  I  think  it  has  been  admitted 
by  every  expert  who  has  written  upon 
the  subject  that  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ences in  the  late  war  is  to  show  the  very 
high  value  which  attaches  to  battleships 
of  large  size  and  great  power  in  com- 
parison with  smaller  battleships.  The 
battleships  of  large  size  proved  in  the  late 
mr  to  be  of  the  greatest  and  highest 
value.  The  smaller  battleships  are 
relegated  into  the  background,  and  it 
has  been  proved  that  the  presence,  in  a 
great  fleet  of  battleships,  of  an  inferior 
type  of  coast  defence  vessels  was  rather 
an  embarrassment  to  the  Fleet  than  a 
source  of  strength. 

Let  me  ask  the  House  to  consider 
what  the  effect  of  this  experience  is  upon 
the  value  of  our  vessels  as  compared 
with  those  of  France  and  Germany. 
The  wisdom  of  our  own  naval  construc- 
tors in  building  battleships  of  12,000, 
14,000,  and  15,0i00  tons  as  compared  with 
the  very  much  smaller  ^vessels  constructed 
by  France  and  Germany,  has  been 
proved.  At  the  present  moment  we 
may  divide  the  battleships  of  the  world 
into  two  classes — the  smaller  type  of 
battleship  averaging  about  11,000  tons, 
and  the  larger  battleships  averaging 
U,000,  or  15,000  tons.  The  policy  of 
Germany  has  been  to  build  small  battle- 
ships and  to  arm  them  with  compara- 


tively light  guns  and  with  secondary 
batteries.  The  policy  of  our  Admiralty 
during  the  last  ten  years  has  been  to 
build  large  battleships  armed  with  the 
most  powerful  guns,  and  the  result  of 
that  policy  is  that  whereas  at  the  present 
moment  Germany  has  not  a  single  battle- 
ship of  the  large  type  over  13,000  tons 
this  country  has  thirty-seven  such  vessels 
averaging  no  less  than  14,800.  France  at 
the  same  time  has  only  four  vessels  of 
13,000  tons  and  those  not  quite  com- 
pleted. AU  the  rest  of  her  vessels  are  under 
that  size,  and  average  about  11,000  tons. 
I  say  that  this  is  a  condition  of  things 
which  is  very  satisfactory  to  this 
country.  As  regards  armoured  cruisers, 
the  position  is  even  stronger.  England 
has  fourteen  armoured  cruisers  of  the 
large  size  averaging  13,000  tons  ;  France 
has  only  four  averaging  12,000  tons,  and 
Germany  has  one  with  a  tonnage  of 
10,400  tons. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  Admiralty  of  this  country 
is  wise  in  holding  its  hand,  and  that 
it  is  possible  to  make  some  reduction  in 
the  great  expenditure  upon  our  Navy. 
The  noble  Viscount  who  has  just  sat 
down  seems  to  be  averse  to  any 
reduction  whatever.  I  think  that 
public  opinion  during  the  general 
election  manifested  itself  strongly  in 
favour  of  a  reduction  of  expenditure. 
Although  the  war  in  South  Africa  has 
been  concluded  for  something  like  three 
or  foni  years,  we  are  still  under  the 
burden  of  the  taxation  which  was  im- 
posed for  the  purposes  of  that  war.  The 
income-tax  stands  at  Is.  in  the  &. — sn 
unprecedented  rate,  I  believe,  in  time 
of  peace — and  all  the  taxes  which  were 
imposed  upon  tea,  sugar,  beer,  tobacco, 
and  spirits  with  the  intention  of  making 
the  labouring  classes  contribute — and 
very  properly — towards  the  war  still 
remain  unrepealed,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  Id.  upon  tea.  In  these 
circumstances  it  does  seem  to  me  desir- 
able that  the  country  should  consider 
the  possibility  of  reducing  its  arma- 
ments. I  believe  it  can  do  so  with 
perfect  safety  in  consideration  of  the 
changed  circumstances  which  I  have 
brought  under  the  notice  of  your  Lord- 
ships. The  noble  Viscount  opposite 
seemed   to   think   that    the  two-Power 
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standard  nras  going  to  be  abandoned. 
I  did  not  understand  from  the  speeches 
of  my  noble  friend  Lord  Tweedmouth  in 
this  House,  ot  of  Mr.  Robertson  in  the 
House  of  Conunons,  that  there  was  any 
idea  of  abandoning  the  two-Power 
standard. 


Babl  CAWDOR: 

speech. 


The  Prime  Minister's 


*LordEVERSLEY:  The  fact  is  that  the 
two-Power  standard  at  the  present 
moment  has  been  largely  exceeded.  I 
believe  that  never  in  the  history  of  the 
country  has  the  naval  power  of  Great 
Britain  been  so  superior  to  that  of  other 
Powers.  My  noble  friend  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth,  with  great  justice,  disclaimed  the 
task  of  making  comparisons  with  other 
Powers.  I  think  that  is  a  very  proper 
position  for  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty to  take,  but  I  do  not  see  why  those 
behind  him  who  have  not  the  same  re- 
sponsibility should  not  express  their 
views  upon  this  subject.  For  my  part 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  and  I  am  con- 
firmed in  that  view  by  many  naval  men 
with  whom  I  have  discussed  the  matter, 
that  never  at  any  time  has  the  Navy  of 
this  country  been  so  superior  to  those  of 
other  Powers  whose  navies  could  be 
brought  against  us.  I  can  well  under- 
stand that  the  Naval  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  present  case,  should  wish 
it  to  be  tmderstood  that  they  fully  and 
thoroughly  assent  to  the  policy  of  their 
Board.  I  did  not,  however,  understand 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Tweedmouth  to 
shelter  himself  or  the  Government 
behind  that  fact.  Although  it  is  un- 
desirable as  a  general  rule  that  the  head 
of  either  service  should  quote  his  expert 
advisers,  yet  I  think  that  in  the  parti- 
cular circumstances  of  the  present  case 
it  was  desirable  that  this  should  be  done. 

My  noble  friend  Lord  Goschen  also 
alluded  to  the  Hague  Conference..  I 
think  that  the  action  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  taking  with  Kgard  to 
that  Conference  is  a  wise  one.  I  do  not 
understand  that  it  differs  very  substan- 
tially from  the  line  which  the  noble 
Viscount  himself  took  in  1900  with 
reference  to  the  first  Conference  at  the 
Hague. 

Lord  Evevahy. 


Viscount  GOSCHEN:  But  I  am 
now  guided  by  the  experience  of  the 
previous  Conference  and  the  difficultiea 
which  were  encountered.  Moreover,  »ve 
did  not  reduce  before  the  Conference. 

•Lord  EVERSLEY:  I  contend  that 
there  is  no  substantial  diSerence  betweea 
the  course  which  the  noble  Viscount 
then  took  and  the  course  which  the 
present  Government  are  taking  with 
reference  to  the  forthcoming  Conference. 
I  hope  that  the  proposals  of  the  present 
Government  will  be  successful.  I  have 
no  doubt  very  great  difficulties  will  be 
encountered,  especially  on  the  part  of 
Grermany,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  His  Majesty's  Gtovem- 
ment  to  make  these  proposals.  With 
one  part  of  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Viscount  I  fully  agree.  I  do  not  think  we 
need  be  under  the  impression  that  the 
great  increase  ini  the  German  Navy  i» 
directed  specially  against  this  country. 
We  must  recollect  that  Germany  haa 
become  a  great  commercial  Power  with 
a  vast  mercantile  marine.  She  is  depen- 
dent for  one  third  of  her  food  on 
foreign  supplies.  She  has  ambitions- 
of  a  colomal  Empire  in  many  parta 
of  the  world,  and  I  think  we  may 
not  unreasonably  suppose  that  her 
li&nisters  consider  a  strong  Navy  a  matter 
of  great  importance.  I  do  not  see  the 
smallest  reason  for  thinking  that  the 
German  Navy  is  intended  to  be  a  rival 
of  our  own  ;  nor  do  I  consider  that  there 
is  any  possible  comparison  at  the  present 
moment  between  the  Grerman  Fleet  and 
our  own.  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe 
that  the  strength  of  the  country  does  not 
depend  on  armaments  alone.  I  believe 
that  sound  fijiance  and  light  taxation, 
on  which  credit  is  founded,  are  at  least 
as  important  as  the  building  of  large 
numbers  of  new  ships  which  experience 
four  or  five  years  hence  may  show  to  be 
obsolete. 


IRRIGATION  IN  CEYLON. 
*LoKD  STANMORE  rose  to  move  for 
correspondence  between  the  Colonial 
Office  and  the  Governor  of  Ceylon  on  the 
subject  of  irrigation  works  in  that  island. 
The  noble  Lord  said :  My  Lords,  I 
understand  that  my  noble  friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  is 
willing  to  give  the  Papers  which  I  have 
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adred  for,  and  therefore  it  is  not  necessary  \ 
fw  me  to  do  more  tiian  explain  in  a  few  | 
words  why  I  wish  to  have  them. 

The  great  irrigation  works  which  pre- 
Tuled  in  Ceylon  in  ancient  times  fell  into 
disuse,  and  when  England  succeeded  to 
the  possession  of  Ceylon  very  little  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  them.  They  were,  how- 
ever, still  maintained  in  a  fashion  until  the 
yaar  1833,  when  a  Commission  was  sent 
'flat  from  England  to  make  recommenda- 
tions with  regard  to  the  government  of 
tiiat  island,  and  among  other  things  they 
made  an  unfortunate  recommendation 
which  completely  upset  the  whole  of  the 
native  regulations  with  regard  to  irriga- 
tion at  that  time.  The  Qovemment  did 
not  become  aware  for  a  long  time  after- 
wards of  the  mischief  they  had  done, 
hat  when  they  did  become  alive  to  it 
they  at  once  set  to  work  to  remedy 
tiie  evil.  The  work  initiated  by  Sir  H. 
Ward  was  continued  by  Sir  W.  Gregory, 
«nd  in  1887  a  Board  was  instituted 
wluch  it  was  supposed  would  get  rid 
of  all  the  evils  that  existed,  and  the 
Board  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good 
work  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
The  Board  has  now  been  abolished  or  is 
about  to  be  abolished,  and  I  have  grave 
apprehensions  that  its  abolition  will 
restore  many  of  the  evils  which  its 
establishment  was  intended  to  remedy. 
1  therefore  b^  to  move  for  these  Papers, 
and  if  they  justify  the  opinion  I  have 
expressed  I  shall  take  further  action 
in  tiie  matter  at  some  subsequent  date. 

Moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  correspon- 
'dence  between  the  Colonial  Office  and 
the  Governor  of  Ceylon  on  the  subject  of 
irrigation  works  in  that  islaud."— (Xord 
SUmmore.) 

•Tm  secretary  of  state  for 
in  CoLOinxs  (The  Earl  of  Eloin): 
Ky  Lords,  in  replying  to  the  noble  Lord 
I  have  to  say  that  there  is  no  disposition 
either  in  the  Colony  or  in  the  Colonial 
Office  to  overlook  the  great  services 
which  he  performed  for  irrigation 
during  his  administration  of  the  aSairs 
«f  Ceylon.  The  noble  Lord  took  the 
natter  up  at  a  time  when  the  finances 
■of  Ceylon  were  in  a  very  different  state 
irom  what  they  are  now,  and  carried  out 
his  policy  with  a  courage  which  we  do 
not  forget. 


The  real  reason  for  the  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  recent  times  is  that 
the   state  of  the  Colony  now,  especially 
in  the  matter  of  finance,  is  very  different 
from  what  it  was  then.    I  believe  that 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  time  would  have 
been  very  glad  if  he  could  have  estab- 
lished a  department  for  the  management 
of  this  matter,  but,  even  if  that  is  not  so, 
at  any  rate  that  is  what  has  been  done 
now,  and  the  only  reason  for  the  dissolu- 
ion  of  the  Board  which  he  quite  properi 
established  to  carry  out  the  work  at  the 
time  when  he  was  Governor  is  that  it  is 
now  possible  to  make  this  an  ordinary 
part  of  the  management  of  government 
in    the    usual    way.    There    is   no   dis- 
position   whatever    to    do    other    than 
carry  on  the  work  of  irrigation,  and  the 
Governor  has  every  expectation  that  by 
the  present  arrangements  he  will  be  able 
.  to  do  so.    I  will  not  detain  your  Lord- 
ships  further,   as   the   noble   Lord   has 
stated  that  when  he  gets  the  Papers  he 
may  return  to  the  matter  later  on.    I 
propose  to  lay  a  very  exhaustive  Report 
on  irrigation  in  the  Ubrary,  and  I  shall 
i  be  quite  willing  to  present  to  Parliament 
I  the  latest  Ordinance  on  the  subject  and 
'  any  despatches  bearing  upon  it. 

On   Question,  Motion  agreed,  to   and 
ord-'red  accordingly. 


PALACE   OF    WESTMINSTER. 
The  Lords  following  were  named  of  the 
Select  Committee — M.  Cholmondsley,  B. 
Carlisle,    E.    Lytton,    E.  Plymouth,    L. 
Stanmore. 

The  Committee  to  meet  on  Wednesday 
next  at  Twelve  o'clock,  and  to  appoint 
their  own  chairman. 


POST  OFFICE  (LITERATURE  FOR  THE 
BLIND)  BILL 

[Second  Readino.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 

The  Earl  op  GRANARD  :  My 
Lords,  the  object  to  this  Bill  is  to  facilitate 
the  transmission  by  post  of  books  and 
papers  im  resie  I  fort  ho  use  of  the  blind. 
The  Bill  has  already  passed  the  other  flouse 
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without  opposition,  and  I  sincerely  trust 
your  Lordships  may  see  your  way  to  give 
it  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2«."— (TAc  Earl  of  Granard.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


LECKHAMPTON  HILL  RIOTS. 
*Earl  RUSSELL  rose  to  ask  Eis 
Majesty's  Government  whether  it  was 
proposed  to  reconsider  the  sentences 
passed  by  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence  on  July 
6th,  at  the  Gloucestershire  Assizes,  in 
connection  with  the  rioting  at  Leck- 
hampton  Hill.  The  noble  Earl  said  :  My 
Lords,  since  I  put  this  question  on  the 
Paper  I  understand  that  the  matter  has 
been  mentioned  in  another  place.  What 
I  wish  is  to  ask  whether  these  sentences 
are  having  the  consideration  of  Lis 
Majesty's  Government,  and,  if  so,  to  urge 
that  a  speedy  decision  is  desirable  as  the 
men  have  already  been  twenty-four  days 
in  prison. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  House  are 
familiar  with  the  circumstances,  but  the 
dispute  arose  out  of  an  assertion  of  a 
light  of  way.  It  was  not  a  case  of  mob 
violence  or  of  any  desire  to  destroy 
property  in  a  wanton  manner.  There 
were  altogether  eight  prisoners  tried, 
convicted,  and  sentenced ;  and  in  parti- 
ctdar  I  should  Uke  to  call  the  attention  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  one  of 
them — a  man  named  Barrett.  This  man, 
according  to  the  evidence,  took  no  part 
either  in  the  rioting  or  in  the  actual 
demolition.  I  am  informed  that  he 
simply  made  a  speech  to  the  crowd,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  invite  them  not  to 
riot  but  to  disperse  peaceably,  and  he 
himself  was  not  there  when  the  violent 
proceedings  took  place.  I  will  quote  a 
few  words  from  the  summing  up  of  Mr. 
Justice  Lawrence  to  show  your  Lordships 
the  spirit  in  which  this  matter  was  placed 
before  the  jury — 

"  The  Judge,  in  Rnmuiing  ap,  laid  that  whftt 
irritated  him  more  than  anything  was  the  man 
who  got  up  and  made  a  speech  when  there  was 
no  occasion  for  it.  There  were  some  people 
yiho,  when  they  «<aw  an  eminence,  coam  not 


help  getting  on  to  it  like  a  goat  an4  making 
speeches.  This  reminded  him  of  a  great  states- 
man who,  whenever  he  stopped  at  a  railway 
station,  could  not  refrain  from  getting  oat  of 
the  train  and  making  speeches.  Barrett  was 
one  of  that  class  of  persons." 

I  am  told  that  this  does  not  at  all  repre- 
sent the  attitude  of  this  particular 
defendant,  and  if  the  Home  Office  oa 
investigation  should  come  to  that  con- 
clusion I  do  urge  that  they  should  come 
to  it  soon,  because  the  man  has  been, 
sentenced  to  four  months  imprisonment 
and  has  been  in  prison  twenty-four  days. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  My  Lords,  the 
answer  to  the  question  put  to  I  is  Majesty- 
Government  by  the  noble  Earl  is  in  the 
affirmative.  The  matter  is  under  con- 
sideration and  representations  with 
regard  to  it  have  been  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  At  the  same  time 
the  noble  Earl  will  not  expect  me  to  give 
him  any  hint  of  the  decision  to  which  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  Ukely  to  arrive. 
But  I  may  tell  the  noble  Earl  that  he  is- 
now  in  communication  with  the  Judge 
who  tried  the  case  and  hopes  to  be  able 
to  announce  his  decision  before  very  long. 
I  wiQ  see  that  what  the  noble  Earl  has 
said  with  regard  to  the  special  case  of 
Barrett  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Home  Secretary. 


LOUPING  ILL  AND  BRAXY. 
The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBERLAND  r 
My  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
(1)  Whether  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  louping^ 
ill  and  braxy  continues  to  exist  for  the 
purpose  of  further  research ;  (2)  If  so, 
who  are  the  members  composing  the 
Committee ;  (3)  Where  and  by  whom 
is  the  experimental  work  of  the  Committee 
to  be  carried  on ;  (4)  From  what  source 
are  the  expenses  of  further  research  or 
experiments  to  be  met. 

In  putting  these  questions  I  should  like 
to  express  the  great  indebtedness  which 
the  North  of  England  feels  to  the  noble 
Earl  and  his  predecessors  at  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  foi  the  zeal  that  has  been 
displayed  in  this  matter,  which  Vf 
of  extreme  importance  to  sheep  mastezs 
in  the  North.  The  inquiry  has  done 
something  to  comfort^  them,   and    has 
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acted  as  a  makeweight  against  the  very 
nnfortnnate  treatment  thej  received 
with  T^;ard  to  sheep  scab.  I  should  like 
to  make  a  small  addition  to  my  questions 
and  ask  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  give  facilities 
to  the  tenant  farmers  for  drenches  in 
(nder  that  they  may  test  the  theory  put 
forward  by  those  who  have  conducted  the 
mqniiy.  It  is,  of  course,  of  great  im- 
portance that  we  should  be  perfectly 
certain  that  this  remedy  is  in  point  of 
fact  a  bona  fide  remedy,  and  I  triist  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  will  give  all 
aasistance  possible  to  that  end. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
or  AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES 
(Earl  Cabrington)  :  My  Lords,  the  noble 
Dake  will  remember  that  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  was  appointed  in  1901 
by  Mr.  Hanbnry,  and  that  it  consisted  of 
Professor  Hajxalton,  of  Aberdeen  Uni- 
VHsity,  and  others.  The  noble  Duke 
was  kind  enough  to  provide  the  accom- 
modation and  the  necessary  facilities  for 
the  investigation  of  the  disease,  and  I 
j^adly  take  the  first  public  opportunity 
that  the  Board  have  had  of  expressing 
their  thanks  to  the  noble  Duke  for  his 
generosity  in  giving  those  facilities,  as 
well  as  for  the  public  spirit  and  liberality 
that  he  has  shown.  The  noble  Duke  asks 
where  and  by  whom  the  experimental 
work  of  the  Committee  is  to  be  carried  on. 
The  Committee  presented  their  Report  in 
Aprfl  of  last  year.  It  has  been  printed 
and  laid  before  Parliament,  and  it  contains 
a  large  amount  of  very  valuable  and 
OKfol  information.  The  Board  are  also 
voy  much  indebted  to  Professor  Ham- 
ilton for  the  energy  he  devoted  to  the 
work.  I  may  say  that  he  gave  up  three 
years  of  his  time  to  the  investigation  of 
this  disease,  which  has  been  so  often 
fatal  in  different  parts  of  England.  Their 
Beport  having  bieen  presented,  the  Com 
mittee  technically  have  ceased  to  exist ; 
hot  in  view  of  one  portion  of  the  Report, 
with  regard  to  facilities  being  given  for  the 
universal  drenching  of  sheep,  the  Board 
have  thought  it  desirable  that  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  for  trials  with  the 
proposed  drench  to  be  made  on  sheep 
sufierag  from  these  diseases.  We  have 
£100  stfll  left  in  hand,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  offer  to  Professor  Hamilton  this  sum 
in  order  that  the  tests  and  experiments 


may  still  be  carried  on  under  his 
auspices.  Up  to  this  moment  we  have 
not  heard  whether  he  is  able  to  meet  ui 
on  that  point,  but  if  he  does  he  will  no 
doubt  wish  to  have  the  advice  and  co- 
operation of  his  colleagues  on  the  Com- 
mittee.  As  regards  facilities  for  drench- 
ing, perhaps  the  noble  Duke  will  allow 
me  to  make  some  inquiries  upon  that 
point,  and  to  send  him  privately  what 
infoimation  I  obtain.  I  can  assure  him 
that  everything  will  be  done  by  the  De- 
partment to  faciUtate  the  continuance  of 
these  experiments,  which  we  owe  entirely 
to  the  generosity  and  the  liberality  of  the 
noble  Duke  himself. 


CHARITABLE   LOAN   SOCIETIES   (IKE- 
LAND)  BILL. 

Reac.  2»  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


REVENUE  BILL. 
Read   2a  (according  to   order).   Com- 
mittee negatived ;  Bill  to  be  read  3a  to- 
morrow. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS 
BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  read  for  the  House 
going  into  Committee. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee." — (Eart 
Carrin'/ton.) 

•Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  before  the  Motion  is  put  I 
wish  to  make  a  protest  against  the 
rapidity  with  which  this  Bill  is  being 
proceeded  with.  It  was  read  a  second 
time  on  Friday,  and  to-daj  we  are  taking 
the  Committee  Stage,  with  two  pages  of 
Amendments  to  be  introduced  by  the 
noble  Earl  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  I 
"onnot  myself  see  why,  with  an  Autumn 
session  before  us,  there  should  be  any 
need  for  thit  very  great  celerity . 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  can  assure 
the  noble  Lord  and  the  House  that 
there  mlly  has  been  no  undue  haste 
in  this    matter.     It    is    most  j  desirable 
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that  the  Bill  should  become  law  b  fore 
the  lecess ;  otherwise  there  will  be 
considerable  delay.  The  Bill  cannot  take 
effect  before  January  Ist  next  year, 
but  there  are  a  great  many  technical 
matters  which  have  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Board  before  the  Bill  can  take 
«lEect.  There  is  no  wish  in  any  way  to 
rush  the  Bill,  but  it  is  in  the  public 
interest  that  your  Lordships  should 
permit  it  to  go  through  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  My  Lords, 
I  wish  to  emphasise  what  my  noble 
friend  has  said  as  to  the  desirabiUty  of 
this  BUI  being  passed  before  the  adjourn- 
ment, but  I  cannot  help  at  the  same 
time  re^^rting  for  a  moment  to  what 
was  said  in  the  discussion  on  the  business 
of  the  House  which  was  initiated  by 
the  noble  Marquess  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  some  time  ago.  Lord  Lans- 
downe  on  that  occasion  pointed  out 
that  it  would  be  much  more  convenient 
for  this  House  if  some  Bills  were  first 
introduced  here,  and  I  ventured  on  that 
occasion  to  point  out  that  it  would 
be  exceedingly  advantageous  if  some 
of  the  Departmental  Bills  were  introduced 
into  your  Lordships'  House  during  the 
early  part  of  the  session,  when  we  are 
by  no  means  over -burdened  with  business. 
If  this  Bill  had  been  introduced  in  your 
Lordships'  House  in  the  early  part  of  the 
session  it  could  have  been  fully  discussed 
and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee, 
one  of  the  most  important  bodies  to 
which  such  Bills  could  be  referred. 
This  is  a  matter  of  procedure,  and  I  hope 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  introduce 
some  Bills  of  this  description  in  your 
Lordships'  House  in  the  first  instance. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (The 
Marquess  of  Ripon)  :  My  Lords,  I 
do  not  think  the  complaint  of  my  noble 
friend  is  quite  justified  in  respect  to  the 
period  at  which  this  Bill  was  introduced 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  am  in- 
formed that  it  was  introduced  in  that 
House  on  March  6th.  My  n  ble  friend 
has  been  in  the  House  of  Commons 
much  more  recently  than  I  have,  and 
knows  quite  well  the  diflBculty  ofproceed- 
ing  with  smaller  measures.  That,  no 
doubt,  is  the  reason  why  the  Bill  has 
come  up  to  us  so  late. 

Farl  Carrington. 


Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  As  a  matter 
of  personal  explanation  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  did  not  bring  any  charge  against  the 
Govenmient  as  to  the  period  at  which 
the  Bill  was  brought  up  from  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  merely  said  it  would  have 
been  better  if  it  had  been  introduced 
first  into  this  House. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clause  1 : — 

Earl  CARRINGTON  moved  to  delete 

the  words  "  that  is  to  say,  the  actual 
percentage  of  tribasic  phosphate  of  lime 
which  has  been  dissolved  or  rendered 
soluble."  He  explained  that  it  was  pro- 
posed at  a  subsequent  stage  to  insert  a 
definition  of  the  percentage  of  soluble 
and  insoluble  phosphates. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  \>age  1,  to  leave  out  from  the  w(ird 
•  phosphates '  in  Hoe  10,  to  the  word  '  in- 
soluble' inline  12."— (£or/  Carrington.) 

On  question.  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Gause  2  :— 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 
Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3 : — 

Earl  CARRINGTON  moved  to  amend 
Sub-section  2  (which  provides  that  "  an 
official  sampler  shall,  at  the  request  of 
the  purchaser  and  on  payment  by  him 
of  the  required  fee,  and  may,  without  any 
such  request,  take  samples  for  analj^s  ") 
by  substituting  the  words  "  a  sample  " 
for  the  word  "  samples." 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'samples'  and  to  insert  the  words  'a 
i-ample.'  "—{Earl  Carrington,) 
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LoBD  BUBGHCLERE  said  a  great 
many  of  the  Amendments  which  came 
^fter  turned  on  the  word  sample  and 
the  war  in  which  the  sample  was  to  be 
sent  to  the  analyst.  He  thought  it  would 
amplify  matters  if  the  noble  Earl  would 
explain  the  process  to  the  House. 

I 

Eaw,  CARRINGTON  said  that  the  i 
series  of  Amendments  on  the  Paper  were 
designed  to  carry  out  an  undertaking 
given  in  the  Standing  Committee,  that 
they  would  provide  in  the  Act  itself 
for  a  tripartite  division  of  sample 
instead  of  leaving  the  matter  to  be  dealt 
with  by  regulation. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Eakl  CARRINGTON  moved  the  in- 
sertion of  a  new  sub-section  to  pro\-ide 
that  where  a  sample  had  been  taken 
■with  a  view  to  the  institution  of  any  civil 
«r  criminal  proceedings,  the  person  taking 
the  sample  should  di\-ide  it  into  three 
parts  and  cause  each  part  to  be  marked, 
sealed,  and  fastened  up,  and  should 
■deliver  or  send  by  post  two  parts  to  the 
agricultural  analyst  and  one  part  to  the 
seller. 

Amendment  moved — 

''In  pag*  3,  line  21 1  after  tb«  word  '  later 
to  insert  aa  a  new  sub-section : — (3)  Where  a 
sample  has  been  taken  with  a  view  to  the  in- 
stitatiou  of  aoy  civil  or  criminal  proceeding.the 
penon  takiag  the  sample  shall  divide  the 
sunple  into  three  parts,  and  shall  canse  each 
part  to  be  marked,  sealed,  and  fastened  np, 
4uid  shall  deliver  or  send  by  poet  two  parts  to 
the  aerienltaial  analyst  aad  one  part  to  the 
seller.^'— (Airl  Carriitgbm.^ 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  moved  to  delete 
the  words  "  shall  divide  the  sample  into 
two  and ;  "  and  to  insert  two  new  sub- 
sections. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  p>i){e  3,  lines  23  and  24,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  8^11  divide  the  sample  into  two  and,' 


Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Eabl  CARRINGTON  moved  an 
Amendment  to  provide  that  the  agricul- 
tural analyst  to  whom  a  sample  was 
submitted  should  send  a  certificate  of  his 
analysis  in  all  cases  to  the  seller.  He 
said  this  Amendment  was  proposed  in 
order  to  give  eftect  to  the  promise 
made  in  the  Standing  Conuuittee  that 
in  every  case  a  copy  of  the  analyst  s 
certificate  should  be  transmitted  to  the 
vendor  of  the  article  analysed. 

Amendment  moved — 

■■  In  page  3,  line  28,  after  'and  '  to  inaert 
'in  every  case  to  the  seller  and.'"— {&W 
Carrmgton. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Eabl  CARRINGTON  moved  a  proviso 
to  the  effect  that  if  the  agricultural  analyst 
did  not  know  the  name  and  address  of  the 
seller  he  should  send  the  certificate  in- 
tended for  the  seller  to  the  purchaser  to 
be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  seller. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  after  the  word  'analy- 
sis,' to  insert  the  words  '  provided  that  if  the 
agricnltiinil  analyst  does  not  know  the  name 
and  address  of  the  seller,  lie  shall  send  the 
certificate  intended  for  the  seller  to  the  pnr- 
ohawr,  to  Iw  by  him  forwarded  to  the  seller. 
-  (Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  3,  line  39,  after  the  word  'wit- 
ness,' to  insert  the  words  '  provided  that  this 
snb-section  shall  not  apply  (a)  where  the 
sample  has  bee-i  taken  otherwiw  than  in  the 
pre«;ril)ed  manner ;  or  (b)  where  tl>e  sample 
has  not  been  divided  into  parM.  and  the  parts 
marked,  sealed,  and  fastened  up  as  herein- 
before mentioned.'"— (£ar/  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Earl  CARRINGTON  explained,  with 

'  regard  to  his  next  Amendment,  that  it 

I  was  agreed  on  the  Second  Reading  in 

'  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Board 

should  not  authorise  the  institution  of 

criminal    proceedings    except    after    a 

second  analysis  had  been  made  by  the 

On  Qoeetion,  Amendment  agreed  to.  |  chief  analyst.    An  Amendment  was  to 


and  to  inaert '  (a)  if  the  sample  has  not  been 
divided  into  parts  and  the  parts  marked, 
sealed,  and  fastened  np  a*  hereinbefore  men- 
tioDed,  shall  send  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of 
Us  analysis  to  the  person  who  submitted  the 
■sniple  for  analysis ;  and  (b)  if  the  sample  ha^ 
heensodivided  into  parts.'  "—[Sari  CofringUm. ) 
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On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Consequential  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  26,  after  <  him '  to  insert 
the  words  '  or  at  >iis  request.  * " — (EdH  Carring- 
ton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6 


be  inserted  subsequently  to  this  efEect, 
and  the  present  Amendment  was  con- 
sequential thereon. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  lu  page  3,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  pro- 
ceeding,' to  insert  the  words  '  other  than  a 
pioceedinir  which  cannot  be  instituted  until  an 
analysis  has  been  made  and  a  certificate  given 
by  the  chief  analyst'  "—(Ecni  CcaringUm.) 

*LoKD  CLIFFORD  opCHUDLEIGH: 
I  take  it  that  this  will  reier  to  every 
prosecution. 

Eabl  CARRINGTON:  No  criminal 
prosecution  can  be  undertaken  except 
after  a  second  analysis  made  by  the  chief 
analyst.  That  b  a  protection  which  is 
thov^t  desirable.' 

♦Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLEIGH 
said  this  would  add  considerably  to  the 
delay  and  expense.  The  county  coimcils 
had  experienced  difficulty  in  getting 
agriculturists  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
Act,  and  if  before  a  county  council  could 
enter  into  a  prosecution  it  was  necessary, 
not  only  to  have  an  analysis  made  by 
the  official  appointed  by  themselves  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
but,  in  addition,  to  have  a  second  analysis 
from  the  chief  analyst,  the  Act  would, 
he  was  afraid,  become  a  dead  letter. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  said  that  this 
provision  was  agreed  to  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  in  the  House  of 
ConnLmon8,and  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  persist  in  his  opposition. 

*LoRD  CLIFFORD  op  CHUDLEIGH 
said  he  made  the  more  point  of  his 
objection  in  view  of  an  Amendment 
which  he  intended  moving  to  Clause 
6,  deleting  the  provision  that  a  prosecu- 
tion for  an  offence  imder  the  section 
should  not  be  instituted  except  with  the 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  He  did  not  think  this  should 
be  a  necessary  condition  precedent  to  a 
prosecution. 

Eabl  CARRINGTON  admitted  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  in  what  his  noble 
friend  had  said,  but  as  this  course  had 
been  agreed  to  in  the  House  of  Commons 
he  hoped  the  Amendment  would  be 
allowed. 

Earl  Carringlon. 


•Lord  CLIFFORD  op  CHUDLEIGH, 
in  moving  to  omit  subsection  (3),  said 
that  this  Amendment  was  strongly  sup- 
ported by  the  county  councils  of  Eng- 
land, who  not  unnaturally  felt  as  they 
had  been  selected  for  a  great  many 
purposes — for  many  more  than  they 
thought  they  ought  to  have  been — es 
the  vehicles  by  which  various  legislation 
should  be  carried  out,  and  as  they  were 
the  authorit}'  to  institute  prosecutions  in 
the  case  of  the  adulteration  of  food  and 
in  regard  to  false  weights  and  measures, 
that  in  this  particular  instance,  where  it 
was  only  a  question  of  whether  or  no 
they  should  prosecute  a  person  who  was 
selling  manure  and  foodstuffs  in  a 
fraudulent  manner,  it  was  rather  hard 
that  they  should  be  obliged  to  get  the 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  a 
proceeding  to  which  there  was  no  analogy. 
The  only  case  which  was  at  all  analogous 
wad  in  regard  to  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act,, 
where,  in  dealing  with  manufacturers, 
they  were  obliged  to  get  the  consent  of 
I  the  Local  Government  Board  be&»e 
!  instituting  any  prosecution.  But  in  that 
case  there  was  a  very  marked  difference. 
There  was,  or  might  be,  not  only  an 
enormous  interference  with  trade,  but, 
what  was  still  more  objectionable,  a 
partial  interference  with  the  trade  in  one 
part  of  the  country  and  not  with  a 
similar  trade  in  another  part.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  was  particularly 
necessary  that  the  Local  Government 
'  Board  should  have  dome  contrd  over  the 
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pnieecatioiis,  but  he  was  unable  to  see 
that  there  was  any  analogous  necessily 
in  the  present  case.  In  addition  to 
that,  the  county  councils  felt  that 
this  pioTision  would  cause  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  delay  and  difficulty 
and  that  anything  which  would  put 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  carrying 
oat  of  the  Act  would  practically  defeat, 
to  a  very  large  extent,  the  good  which 
they  hoped  would  accrue  from  the 
Meunre. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  gnbeection  (3)." — (Lord 
a^ord  of  Chudleigh). 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  hoped  his  noble 
friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  would  not  accede  to  the 
Amendment  just  moved.  This  clause 
had  been  inserted  in  consequence  of 
many  discussions  in  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  whose  Report  the  present 
Bill  was  founded.  It  was  inserted  at  the 
wiah  of  the  traders  themselves,  and  as 
s  guarantee  to  them  to  a  certain  extent 
that  the  prosecutions  under  the  Act 
would  not  be  taken  frivolously.  It  was 
s  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  trade  of  the  country  that  this  section 
should  be  retained,  and  he  sincerely 
trusted  that  the  Amendment  would  not 
be  accepted. 

The  Mabquess  of  LONDONDERRY 
asid  he  would  not  have  taken  part  in  tiie 
discufsion  except  for  a  communication 
which  he  had  received  from  the  county 
council  of  Durham,  of  which  for  several 
yean  he  was  a  Member,  asking  him  to 
put  forward  their  opinion  that  this  clause 
dkonld  be  eliminated  for  the  reasons 
which  had  already  been  given  by  the 
mover  of  the  Amendment.  The  county 
council  of  Durham  had  carefully  con- 
ndeied  this  matter,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  as  a  similar  provision 
was  not  required  in  regard  to  prosecu- 
tknis  for  the  sale  of  adulterated  human 
food,  they  were  at  a  loss  to  understand 
why  it  should  be  necessary  in  regard 
to  cattle  food.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture would  explain  this  point,  which 
at  present  they  could  not  understand. 
They  suggested  that  the  noble  Earl 
should  insert  in  the  place  of  the  present 
clause  a  section  which  they  had  drafted. 


He  could  not  expect  the  noble  Earl  to 
accept  the  proposed  clause  straight  away, 
or  to  do  more  than  to  promise  to  con- 
sider it,  but  he  would  read  the  proposed 
clause  and  ask  his  noble  friend  to  post- 
pone his  final  decision  concerning  it 
until  the  Report  stage.  The  clause  pro- 
posed by  the  county  cotmcil  of  Durham 
was  as  follows — 

"  Proaecations  for  an  offence  nnder  this 
section  nmy  be  instituted  m  well  before  » 
Conrt  baring  jurisdiction  in  the  place  where 
the  fertiliser  of  the  soil  or  food  for  csttU  or 
poulti^  was  sampled  as  before  a  Court  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  place  where  the  offence  is 
alleged  to  have  been  committed." 

Their  object  was  to  be  able  to  proseout* 
in  two  places — first,  in  the  place  where 
the  article  was  originally  sold,  and 
secondly,  in  the  place  where  it  was 
retailed.  At  the  present  moment  it  was 
possible  to  prosecute  only  in  the  place 
where  it  was  originally  sold. 

The  Eakl  of  MAYO  hoped  the  noble 
Earl  in  charge  of  the  BUI  would  not 
accept  the  Amendment,  because  there 
was  great  danger  of  frivolous  prosecu- 
tions being  instituted,  especially  in  the 
country  from  which  he  came.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  manufacturers  must 
be  protected,  and  it  was  much  bettor 
that  the  central  body  who  really  had  the 
care  of  agriculture  and  of  farmers  in 
their  hands,  should  decide  whether 
prosecutions  should  be  undertaken. 
Therefore,  to  avoid  frivolous  prosecu- 
tions, he  hoped  the  noble  Earl  would  be 
firm,  and  refuse  to  accept  the  Amend* 
ment. 

The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  said  that  this 
matter  came  before  him  when  he  was  at 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  it  was  then 
made  very  clear  that  there  would  be 
grave  risk  of  frivolous  prosecutions 
'  unless  some  central  authority  were  em- 
'  powered  to  intervene.  Having  had 
some  experience  of  the  officials  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  power  of  refusing  or  of  consent- 
ing to  prosecutions  could  be  in  better 
hands  than  theirs.  Therefore,  he  would 
voto  with  the  noble  Earl  against  the 
Amendment. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  At  first  sight 
there    seems    to    be    a    great    deal    in 
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what  the  noble  Marquess  and  the  noble 
Lord  below  the  gangway  have  said,  but 
I  think  a  little  consideration  will  show 
that  the  argtunents  the  other  way  are  so 
overwhelmmg  that  the  House  will  be 
•disposed  to  leave  the  clause  as  it 
stands.  When  a  similar  Amendment 
was  proposed  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  matter  was  well  threshed  out,  and 
the  Amendment  withdrawn  without  any 
division  being  taken.  Under  the  law  as 
it  stands,  criminal  proceedings  may  be 
instituted  by  a  person  aggrieved,  or  by 
any  body  or  association  authorised  by  the 
Board,  and  by  the  Council  of  a  County  or 
borough.  Several  agricultural  witnesses 
and  the  trade  witnesses  without  exception 
made  representations  to  Lord  Burghclere's 
Committee  as  to  the  damaging  efiect 
which  criminal  proceedings  would  have 
on  a  trader's  credit.  Some  of  these 
fertiliser  merchants  are  very  big  men, 
and  have  a  great  reputation  in  the 
country,  and  it  would  be  a  dreadful  thing 
if  some  of  them  were,  by  means  of  a 
frivolous  or  malicious  prosecution,  put 
into  the  dock,  because  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  these  are  criminal  pro- 
'Ceedings.  It  would  be  an  uncommonly 
hard  thing  to  put  these  men  into  the 
•dock,  possibly  as  the  result  of  a  frivolous 
prosecution.  The  traders  urged  that 
even  if  acquitted,  great  injury  would 
be  done  to  their  business,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  very  necessary  that  the 
consent  of  the  Board  should  be  required 
in  all  cases.  Leading  members  of  the 
trade — and  one  must  consider  them  a 
little — are  quite  content  with  the  Bill 
«s  it  stands,  and  regard  it  as  a  fair  com- 
promiae  between  the  conflicting  interests, 
and  their  co-operation,  I  need  hardly 
Bay,  is  most  important  for  the  efficient 
working  of  the  Bill.  Therefore  I  most 
respectfully  hope  the  House  will  be 
wilUng  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  stands. 

»LoED  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLEIGH 
said  that  as  the  sense  of  the  House 
appeared  to  be  against  the  Amendment, 
he  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  moved  to  insert 
after  "  Fisheries  "  in  line  3,  the  words, 
"  And  the  Board  shall  not  give  such 
consent  until  the  part  of  the  sample  re- 

Eaii  Carrington. 


tained  by  the  agricultural  analyst  has 
been  analysed  and  a  certificate  of  analysis 
given  by  the  chief  analyst."  He  stated 
that  the  Amendment  was  proposed  in 

Eursuance  of  an  undertaking  which  had 
een  given. 

Amendment   moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  Fisher- 
ies," to  inisert  the  words  '  and  the  Board  sh-ill 
not  give  such  consent  until  the  part  of  the 
sample  retained  by  the  agricultural  analyst 
has  Deen  analysed  and  a  certificate  of  analgia 
given  by  the  chief  analyst.'" — {SatiOarring- 
ton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  7: — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  14,  tu  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  Act '  to  the  word  '  he '  in  line  19.  " — 
Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9 : — 

Earl  CARRINGTON  moved  to  add 
the  following:  "But  the  proceedings 
may  be  taken  as  well  before  a  Court 
having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  where 
the  purchaser  of  the  article  to  which  the 
invoice  or  description  relates,  resides  or 
carries  on  business  as  before  a  Court 
having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  where 
the  invoice  or  description  was  given." 
He  said  that  the  Amendment  was  moved 
in  order  to  obviate  any  difBculty 
that  might  arise  owing  to  a  conflict 
between  the  English  and  the  Irish 
jurisdiction. 

Amendment   moved — 

"  In  page  7,  line  9,  at  the  end,  to  add  the 
word",  '  But  the  proceedings  may  be  taken  as 
well  before  a  Court  having  jurisdiction  in  the 
place  where  the  purchaser  of  the  article  to 
Mhich  the  invoice  or  description  relates  residea 
or  carries  on  business  as  before  a  Court  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  place  where  the  inroioe  or 
description  was  given.' " — {Earl  Carrini/ton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed   to. 

Clause  9,  as  Amended,  agreed  to. 
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daase  10  :— 
Amendment  moved — 


"  In  page  7,  line  IS,  to  leave  ont  from  the  word 
'oitrie  to  the  end  of  line  17,  and  to  inHert  the 
words 'acid  or  other  »ol vent  of  the  prescribed 
strength.'  '—(^orf  Carringbm.) 

*LoRD  CLIFFORD  op  CHUDLEIGH 
asked  why  the  words,  "  of  the  prescribed 
strength  "  were  to  be  substituted  for  the 
words,  "  of  the  strength  to  be  prescribed." 
The  Bill  itself  did  not  prescribe  any 
strength ;  he  took  it  that  the  strength 
was  to  be  prescribed  in  the  regulations. 

Eakl  CARRINGTON:  I  am  afraid 
I  can  hardly  see  the  difference  between 
"  the  strength  to  be  prescribed,"  and  the 
"prescribed  strength." 

♦Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLEIGH 
tiionght  the  expression  already  in  the 
Bill  was  better  than  that  now  proposed 
to  be  inserted. 

Earl  CARRINGTON:  It  is  more 
or  less  a  verbal  Amendment,  and  I  hope 
the  noble  Lord  will  not  object  to  it.  I 
nnderstand  that "  prescribed  "  also  means 
prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
That  is  always  the  case. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"Id  line  17,  after  the  word  'prescribed'  to 
inaert  the  words  '  and  the  percentage  of  soluble 
pbosphaten  and  percentage  of  insoluble  phos- 
phates) mean  respectively  the  percentage  of 
tribaaic  phoapbate  of  lime  which  has  been, 
and  that  wbich  has  not  been  rendered 
soluble. '"—(^drf  Carrmgton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  10,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Remaining  Clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  The 
Beport  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
to-morrow,  and  Bill  to  be  printed]^ as 
amended.     (No.  189.) 


P08T  OKFICE  SITES  BILL. 
Seported,    without  Amendment,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hoose  To-morrow. 


OPEN  SPACES  BILL. 
House    in    Committee    (according   to 
order.) 

Clause  1 : — 

The   Earl  of   MEATH  pointed  out 

that  the  purpose  of  the  Bill  was  to  con- 
solidate the  enactments  relating  to  open 
spaces.  Among  those  Acts  was  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1888,  in  Clause  1 
of  which  the  words  "  administrative 
county  "  were  used,  and  in  Clause  31  of 
which  was  to  be  found  the  expressioa 
"  county  boroughs."  He  thought  it 
must  be  by  an  oversight  that  the  words, 
"  administrative,"  and  "  county,"  had 
been  omitted  from  the  present  Bill, 
because  in  certain  counties  there  were 
two  or  more  county  councils,  and  if  the 
words  were  not  inserted,  those  adminis- 
trative county  councils  and  certain  county 
boroughs  might  be  excluded  from  the 
purview  of  the  Act.  He  therefore  moved 
the  Amendment  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that 
administrative  coimty  councils  and 
county  boroughs  should  not  be  omitted 
from  the  Act. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pa>;e  1,  line  8.  after  the  first  word, 
'  any,'  to  insert  the  word  '  administrative,'  and 
after  the  aecond  '  any '  to  insert  the  word 
'  county  '  "—{The  Eari  of  Meath.) 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  do  not 
think  the  Amendment  of  the  noble  Earl 
is  at  all  necessary.  The  words  were 
suggested  some  time  ago  by  the  Metro- 
politan Public  Gardens  Association,  and 
they  have  been -carefully  considered  by 
the  legal  advisers  of  the  Board  as  well 
as  by  Parliamentary  Counsel,  and  every- 
body is  agreed  that  the  words  in  the  Bill 
are  in  proper  form  and  include  the  councils 
of  administrative  counties.  The  words 
are  really  not  necessary.  There  are,  in 
fact,  no  county  cotmcils  except  the 
councils  of  administrative  counties.  The 
term  used  is  the  usual  one ;  it  appears 
in  numerous  Acts,  and  no  question  has- 
ever  been  raised  as  to  the  words  "  admin- 
trative,"  and  "  county."  It  is  not 
necessary  or  even  proper  to  refer  separ- 
ately to  cotmty  boroughs,  because  a  county 
borough  is  a  municipal  borough. 
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The  E^rl  of  MEATH  said  he  was 
not  a  lawyer,  and  of  course  accepted  the 
noble  Earl's  statement  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  exclude  the  authorities  to  which 
he  had  referred.  On  that  assvirance  he 
would  not  press  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

Eabl  CARRINGTON  moved  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  discharged  "  the  words 
"  either  absolutely  or  if  the  grant  was  for 
a  term  of  years  or  other  limited  interest 
during  the  continuance  of  that  interest." 
He  said  that  the  Amendment  was  to 
provide  for  a  case  where  an  open  space 
was  leased  to  the  local  authority  for  a 
limited  period,  at  the  end  of  which  it 
would  revert  to  the  trustees  or  owners. 
While  the  local  authority  had  the  open 
space  any  special  rate  levied  by  the 
trustees  under  private  Acts  was  sus- 
pended, as  the  local  authority  would 
maintain  the  open  space,  but  when  the 
local  authority's  lease  came  to  end  the 
trustee's  power  to  levy  a  special  rate 
must  revive.  The  Amendment  was  really 
in  the  nature  of  a  drafting  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  la  page  3,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  dis- 
«harge<i,'  to  insert  the  words  'either  abso- 
lutely, or  if  the  ^nt  was  for  »  term  of  years 
or  other  limited  uterest  daring  the  continu- 
ance of  that  interest.' " — [Earl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  to  13  agreed  to. 

Clause  14  : — 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  said  that  his 
object  in  moving  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "  or  acquisition  "  was  to  carry  out 
the  purport  of  the  Memorandum  attached 
to  the  BiU,  which  stated,  inter  alia,  that 
the  purpose  of  the  measure  was  to  remove 
inconsistencies  Under  the  BiU  as  it 
stood,  a  county  council  would  be  able  to 
give  money  to  support  or  to  contribute 
to  the  support  of  open  spaces  outside 
their  own  area,  but  they  would   have 


no  power  to  assist  in  the  acquisition  of 
such  open  spaces.  That  seemed  to  be 
a  somewhat  ridiculous  position.  It  was 
very  desirable,  under  certain  oiicum- 
stances,  that  a  county  council  should  be 
able  to  acquire  as  well  as  to  support  or 
to  contribute  to  the  support  of  such  open 
spaces.  He  might  instance,  as  an  illus- 
tration, county  council  A,  with  a  tiiicldj 
populated  district,  on  the  borders  of 
county  council  B,  whose  area  was  tiiinly 
populated.  Supposing  it  were  necessary  to 
provide  an  open  space  for  the  congested 
district  of  county  council  A,  and  that 
county  council  A  had  no  land  suitable 
for  the  purpose,  while  just  over  the 
border  in  the  area  of  county  councQ  B 
a  very  suitable  site  came  into  the  market. 
Under  the  Bill  county  council  A  would 
not  be  able  to  assist  in  acquiring  that 
open  space  which  would  be  largely 
used  by  its  own  ratepayers,  and  county 
council  B  would  have  no  stimulus  to  do 
so  as  very  few  of  its  ratepayers  would 
benefit  thereby ;  whereas  if  county 
council  A  was  able  to  ofEer  a  substantial 
sum  towards  the  purchase  price  the  open 
space  would  very  likely  be  secured.  This 
was  no  hypothetical  case.  Such  an 
instance  had  occurred  within  his  own 
knowledge.  Largely  through  steps  taken 
by  the  organisation  with  which  he  was 
connected  it  was  possible  for  boroughs  to 
purchase  lands  outside  their  own  areas  ; 
the  power  had  been  used  with  good 
results,  and  they  desired  to  see  the  same 
power  now  extended  to  county  councils. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  Id  page  8,  line  38,  after  the  word  '  support,' 
to  insert  the  words  'or  acquisition.'" — {l%e 
EariofSfeath.) 

Earl  CARRINGTON :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  accept  this  Amendment.  I  can- 
not accept  the  word  "  acquisition  "  as 
well  as  "  support."  The  proposal  in- 
volves a  substantial  extension  of  the 
power  given  to  county  councils  by 
existing  Acts  to  contribute  to  the  support 
of  recreation  grounds  provided  by  private 
persons  or  authorities ;  it  proposes  to 
enable  them  to  find  the  money  for  the 
purchase  of  such  grounds  without  neces- 
sarily having  any  control  over  their 
management.  I  think  my  noble  friend 
will  see  that  even  if  it  is  de- 
sirable in  itself,  which  I  do  not  wish 
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now  to  argae,  it  is  inadmisaible  on  the 
ground  on  which  other  proposed  Amend- 
ments have  been  ruled  out  of  order, 
namely,  that  it  is  beyond  the  scope  of  a 
consolidating  measure.  I  have  twice 
stated  that  I  propose  that  this  measure 
should  be  a  consolidating  measure,  and 
that  nothing  fresh  should  be  introduced 
into  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  14  agreed  to. 

Clauses  15  and  16  agreed  to. 

Clause  17:— 

The  Eakl  op  MEATH  moved  the  in- 
sertion of  the  following  new  paragraph — 

"  In  the  cane  of  the  City  of  Ixmdon,  out  of 
the  metag«  on  grain  duty  or  oihermse,  or  out 
of  the  coDBolulated  rate  of  the  City." 

He  pointed  out  that  under  the  Open 
8pac«  Act,  1881,  Section  12,  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  London  were 
entitled  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
carrying  out  the  Act  out  of  the  metage 
on  grain  duty  or  otherwise,  and  if  this 
vas  a  consolidation  Bill  surely  those 
words  ought  now  to  be  insert^.  The 
City  of  London,  although  one  of  the 
authorities  to  which  the  measure  ap- 
plied, had  no  power  under  the  Bill  of 
spending  a  penny,  which,  he  thought, 
was  a  very  inconsistent  position.  If  it 
were  said  that  the  metage  on  grain  had 
practically  ceased,  he  would  ask  what 
about  the  words  "  or  otherwise  ? " 
Why  should  the  City  of  London  be 
excluded  from  all  further  power  of 
obtaining  open  spaces  f  When  one 
remembered  what  they  had  done  in  the 
past  in  this  direction  it  seemed  very 
invidious  that  the  City  should  be  pre- 
cluded from  being  able  to  carry  on  their 
beneficent  work.  The  House  would  be 
aware  of  the  splendid  work  of  the  City 
of  London  in  the  purchase  of  that, 
perhaps,  finest  of  the  parks  of  the  world 
— Epping  Forest — of  the  magnificent 
beeches  at  Bumham,  and  of  large  parks 
such  as  those  at  Finsbury  and  Ham, 
besides  numerous  other  open  spaces. 
This  being  a  consolidating  measure,  he 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  ask  that 
the  words  of  the  Act  of  1881  should  be 
inserted,  and  that  the  City  of  London 
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should  not  be  treated  differently  from 
every  other  borough  in  the  Metropolis. 
Every  MetropoUtan  borough  council 
would  be  able  to  acquire  open  spaces ; 
the  City  of  London  alone  would  be 
excluded. 


Amendment    moved — 

"  In  page  10,  line  22,  after  parasraph  (e)  to 
insert  the  following  new  paragraph : — '  (/)  In 
the  case  of  the  City  of  London,  oat  of  the  met- 
age on  grain  duty  or  otherwise,  or  out  of  the 
consolidated  rate  of  the  City.'"— (The  Sari  «/ 
MeaA.) 

Eabl  CARRINOTON  :  I  quite  agree 
with  everything  the  noble  Earl  has  said 
about  the  good  work  of  the  City  of 
London  in  regard  to  parks  and  open 
spaces,  but  there  is  one  fatal  objection 
to  the  Amendment,  and  that  is  that  it 
imposes  a  charge  on  the  rate<>,  and 
therefore  cannot  possibly  be  inserted 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  I  think  that 
disposes  of  the  Amendment  of  my  noble 
friend ;  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  accept 
it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  17  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  The 
Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
To-morrow,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as 
amended.    (No.   190.) 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

House  in  Comnuttee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clauses  1,  2,  and  3,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  : — 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
moved  to  omit'  Clause  4,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  substitute  fourteen  days 
for  one  month  as  the  period  within 
which  answers  should  be  given  to  notices 
served  imder  the  Act.  He  explained 
that  in  1883,  when  the  first  Labourers 
Act  was  passed,  it  was  necessary  to 
insert  three  notices  in  the  local  papers 
for  three  successive  weeks ;  in  addition 
to  that,  notice  was  served  on  the  owner, 
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to  whom  a  month  was  given  in  which 
to  make  an  answer.  It  was  now  proposed 
to  give  the  owner  only  a  fortnight. 
This  period,  in  his  opinion,  was  quite 
insuflScient.  Under  the  Act  of  1883 
there  were  five  methods  of  serving  the 
notice.  First,  the  notice  could  be  served 
personally  on  the  person  required  to 
be  served ;  secondly,  if  such  person 
was  abroad,  or  could  not  be  foimd,  his 
agent  might  be  served  for  him ;  thirdly, 
if  he  had  no  agent,  or  the  agent  could 
not  be  found,  the  notice  might  be  served 
or  left  on  the  premises ;  fourthly,  in 
lieu  of  any  of  the  foregoing  methods 
the  notice  might  be  left  at  the  usual  or 
last-known  place  of  abode  of  the  person 
required  to  be  served ;  or  fifthly,  the 
notice  might  be  served  by  post  in  a 
prepaid  letter  addressed  to  him  at  his 
usual  or  last-known  place  of  abode.  It 
was  quite  evident  that  the  district 
V  council  would  naturally  choose  the 
method  which  was  the  least  trouble  to 
itself.  Even  under  the  existing  law 
it  was  quite  possible  that  a  notice  might 
fail  to  reach  its  destination  before  the 
statutory  period  had  elapsed,  and  if 
that  was  the  only  reason  against  the 
proposed  change  he  thought  it  was  a 
very  sufficient  one.  But  in  addition 
it  had  to  be  remembered  that  the  local 
authority  must  state  whether  they  in- 
tended to  acquire  land  by  purchase 
or  by  lease  for  ninety-nine  years.  In 
the  case  of  a  limited  owner  this  made 
a  great  deal  of  difference,  as  it  was 
very  necessary  that  he  should  have 
advice  on  the  subject,  as  it  was  quite 
possible  that  money  might  have  to  be  paid 
into  Court,  and  it  might  be  extremely 
difficult  for  him  to  get  it  out.  In  addi- 
tion, trustees  might  have  to  be  consulted 
who  were  scattered  over  different  parts 
of  the  country ;  they  would  have  to 
write  one  to  another,  and  they  naturally 
would  not  decide  without  consulting 
their  legal  adviser.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances a  fortnight  would  very  soon 
pass,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  that  was 
a  very  gor^:'  reason  why  the  present 
limit  should  be  adhered  to.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  had  expressed  the  hope 
that  as  the  result  of  this  Bill,  within 
the  short  space  of  two  or  three  years  no 
less  than  25,000  new  labourers  cottages 
would  be  erected.  During  the  whole 
Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne. 


period  since  the  first  Act  was  passed 
in  1883,  only  17,000  cottages  had  been, 
erected,  so  that  it  was  expected  that 
at  least  50  per  cent,  more  would  be 
erected  within  a  very  short  time.  From 
this  it  would  be  readily  understood  that 
in  various  parts  of  Ireland  a  considerable 
amount  of  ground  would  be  required  for 
the  purpose,  and  many  landowners  and 
land  agents  would  be  much  occupied 
in  considering  whether  or  not  they 
could  accept  the  applications  that  were 
made  to  them.  That  being  so,  it  wa» 
only  reasonable  that  the  time  limit 
should  be  left  as  it  at  present  stood.  He 
knew  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
were  very  anxious  to  do  all  that  they 
could  to  expedite  matters  under  the 
Bill,  and  he  was  sure  that  no  one  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  would 
object  to  helping  them  as  much  as 
possible  in  that  respect ;  but  justice 
ought  to  be  done  to  all  parties  concerned, 
and,  after  all,  one  month  in  which  to  con- 
sider the  question  was  not  a  very  long 
time.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To leave  out  Clause  4." — (Lord  Oranmore 
and  Browne.) 

The  Eabl  of  ARRAN  said  that  al- 
though theoretically  this  clause  noight 
accelerate  the  working  of  the  Act,    it 
would  only  do  so  by  a  short  time,  and 
in  practice  it  would  give  rise  not  only  to 
very  great  inconvenience  but  sometimes 
to   great   injustice.    He   would   remind 
their  Lordships  that  while  a  month  vras 
a  very  short  time  to  wait,  a  fortnight 
was  a  very  short  time  in  which  to  work. 
Owing  to  the  peculiar  conditicms  which 
existed    in     Ireland,    great     difficulties 
might    ensue.     On    many    estates,    and 
particularly  on  small  estates,  there  was 
no  single  resident  agent.    On  the  con- 
trary, many  agents  had  for  their    sole 
business    the    management   of   a    large 
number  of  small  estates  situated  a  long 
way  from  their  own  place  of  resid^ice. 
Owing  to  this,  and  to  the  hat  that  each 
estate  had  many  calls  upon  the  agent,  it 
would  very  often  be  impossible,  or    at 
any    rate    extremely    inconvenient    and 
difficult,  for  the  agent  to  be  able  to  draft 
answers    to    the   notices   in    time.     He 
hoped    the    Government    would    agree 
to  the  (xnission  of  the  clause. 
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LoBD  DENMAN  said  he  was  glad  to  cottages  had  been  built.  That  was  the 
hear  that  the  Bill  on  the  whole  met  with  |  strongest  argument  for  the  passage 
approval  from  noble  Lords  opposite,  and  '  of  the  present  Bill  as  it  stood.  It  was  a 
Hiit  they  desired  to  expedite  its  passage. !  moostroos  thing  that  in  twenty-three  or 
He  regretted,  however,  that  the  Grovern- 1  twenty-four  years,  throughout  the  whole 
ment  were  unable  to  accept  the  Amend- 1  of  Ireland,  where  there  was  so  much 
ment  which  had  been  moved.    He  would  i  poverty,    and    where    there    were    such 


point  out  that  the  owner  would  really  have 
a  great  deal  more  than  fourteen  days,  as 
there  would  probably  be  quite  six  weeks 
before  the  inspector  would  be  called 
upon  to  decide  in  any  particular  case. 


wretched  habitations  for  the  poor,  only 
17,000  odd  cottages  had  been  built.  This 
Bill  had  been  very  elaborately  considered 
by  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  other 
House  upon  which  all  the    representa- 


The  whole  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  save  tives  from  Ireland,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
time  and  expense,  and  this  was  one  of ,  had  had  an  opportunity  of  stating  their 
the  provisions  by  which  the  Govern- '  opinions  upon  this  important  subject, 
ment  hoped  to  accelerate  the  working  of  and  the  Bill  had  come  before  their 
the  Act.  There  were  precedents  for  Lordships'  House  without,  he  believed, 
roch  a  course  being  taken  in  the  Public  this  point  having  been  even  advocated 
Health  Acts  both  of  England  and  of  by  the  representatives  of  the  landlords  in 
Ireland,  and  he  did  not  think  the  argu- '  another    place.    If    a    fortnight    would 


ments  which 
vanced   were 


the  noble   Lord  had  ad- 
sufficient    to  warrant  t'le 


not  answer  the  purpose,  neither  would  a 
month.    If    a    landowner    had    not    a 


Government    in    departing    from    those   resident  agent,  or  if  the  agent  was  not 
precedents.  on  the  spot,  or  could  not  easily  be  got  at, 

a  month  would  not  be  any  more  security 

said   that   this   than    fourteen    days.       The    initiatory 

delay  was  the  thing  to  be  deprecated, 

and  though  no  great  principle  was  in- 

The  labourers'  code  was  not  a  code  of   volved  in  the  Amendment,  it  only  showed 


Lord  ASHBOURNE 

was  not  a    question   of  precedent,    but 
of  the    best    wav    of    securing    justice. 


yesterday.  The  first  Actwai  introduced  in 
1883,  and  since  then  there  had  been  nine 
or  ten  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  a  month 
had  been  the  time  given  for  the  notices. 


the  inclination  on  the  part  of  some 
noble  Lords  to  throw  difficulties  in  the 
way — [Cries  of  "  No,  no."] — of  passing 
this  Bill,  which   was  generally  admitted 


Pot  what  reasons  did  the  Grovernment   by  both  sides  of  the  House  to  be  a  most 

wish  to  make  such  a  brand-new  departure)    remedial  measure. 

There  was  no  six  weeks  in  the  business  at , 

all ;  the  answers  had  to  be  given  within 

a  fortnight,  and  if  they  were  not  given 

within  a  fortnight  the  person  was  shut 

oat.    Surely  it  was  reasonable  that  the 

existing  law  should  be  allowed  to  stand  in  | 

this  respect.     It  had  worked  no  incon- ' 

venience.     He    was    all    in    favour    of 

rapidity,  but  rapidity  could  be  purchased 


♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWTiE : 
My  Lords,  when  we  reach  the  other  side 
of  the  Irish  Channel,  we  become  aware 
that  we  have  to  deal  with  Irish  time.  In 
the  course  of  this  brief  conversation,  we 
have  had  two  striking  examples  of  what 
constitutes  Irish  time  in  the  minds  of 
some  noble  Lords  connected  with  that 
too  dearly.  People  were  entitled  to  an  countrv.  We  were  told  in  the  first  place 
opportunity  of  knowing  what  was  being  that  although  this  clause  savs  that 
done  and  what  was  proposed,  and  as  ^  fourteen  days  are  to  be  subsrituted 
the    existing   law    had    worked     fairly ,  for  one  month,  vet  fourteen  davs  is  in 


weU,  and  no  case  whatever  had  been 
made  out  for  such  a  change,  he  hoped 
the  Amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

Lord  HEMPHILL  hoped  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  the  Amendment. 
The  great  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  expe- 
dite proceedings  under  the  Labourers 
Act.  As  had  already  been  observed 
aince   1883   only   17,000    odd   labourers 

VOL.  CLXIL    [Fourth  Sekiks.! 


effect  equivalent  to  six  weeks.  It  has 
not  been  explained  how,  by  some  Pro- 
crustean process,  the  fourteen  days  can 
be  stretched  into  a  period  of  six 
weeks.  Then  came  the  observations  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite,  who 
told  us  that  if  this  Amendment  was 
pressed,  your  Lordships  would  be  standing 
between  the  labourers  of  Ireland  and 
the    great    and    undoubted   advantages 
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which  this  Bill  places  within  their  reach. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  argued  that 
there  really  was  no  difEerence  between 
fourteen  days  and  a  month.  That  is  the 
second  illustration. 

Lord  HEMPHILL  :  I  meant  practi- 
cally. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LAUSDOWNE  : 
Now  I  ask  your  Lordships  to  recollect 
for  a  moment  that  under  the  law  as  it 
now  stands  these  notices  can  be  served 
by  forwarding  them  by  post  in  a  prepaid 
letter  addressed  to  the  usual  or  last 
known  place  of  abode  of  the  person  who 
is  to  be  served.  Is  it  any  wonderful  or 
impossible  assumption  that  there  may 
be  some  cases  in  which  these  missives  do 
not  at  once  reach  their  destination  ?  Is  it 
not  reasonable,  therefore,  on  the  part  of 
my  noble  friend  behind  me  to  ask  that  at 
least  one  month  should  be  allowed  as  the 
time  within  which  an  answer  should  be 
made  to  these  notices  1  I  ask  your 
Lordships  to  recollect  that  this  Bill — 
which  we  do  not  in  the  least  desire  to 
impede  or  obstruct — does  nevertheless 
very  considerably  interfere  with  private 
rights.  It  is  surely  right  and  proper  that 
that  interference  should  take  place  under 
reasonable  conditions,  which  will  not  be 
resented  by  the  persons  afiected  by  the 
transaction.  I  must  say  that  the  sug- 
gestion of  my  noble  friend  behind  me 
that  the  present  term  of  one  month 
should  be  allowed  to  stand,  instead  of 
being  shortened  to  fourteen  days  as  is 
proposed  by  the  Bill,  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
very  proper  one,  and  if  he  goes  to  a 
division  I  shall  certainly  vote  with  him. 

Lord  KILLANIN  thought  it  was  a 
pity  that  the  House  should  commence 
theirTdeliberations  upon  an  Irish  Bill  by 
a  difference  of  opinion  about  a  com- 
paratively small  matter.  Therefore,  he 
suggested  that  as  a  settlement  of  the 
matter  they  should  split  the  difEerence, 
andjthat  the  clause  should  be  so  amended 
as  tc  substitute  twenty-one  for  fourteen 
days. 

♦The  lord  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  :  My 
Lords,  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  Lord 
Killanin,  that  this  is  not  a  matter  of 
first-rate  importance,  but  I  am  afraid  I 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme, 


cannot  agree  with  him  that  th& 
rough  and  ready  method  he  sug- 
gested of  splitting  the  difEerence  i& 
particularly  applicable  to  this  case. 
The  reason  that  we  are  obUgod 
to  stand  by  the  period  in  the  Bill  i» 
that  it  forms  part  of  the  general  principle 
embodied  in  the  measure,  of  attempting 
to  accelerate  the  procedure  under  the 
Labourers  Acts  as  far  as  we  possibly 
can.  I  think  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  was  a  little  misunderstood  when 
he  evoked  the  criea  from  noble  Lords- 
opposite,  because  although  we  most 
cordially  accept  the  assurances  of  the 
noble  Marquess  that  he  does  not  at  all 
wish  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  this 
Bill,  yet  on  the  other  hand  some  of  the 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  would,  if 
carried,  undoubtedly  have  the  efEect 
of  retarding  the  procedure  under 
it.  Relying  partly  on  the  fact  which 
no  noble  Lord  opposite  attempted 
to  gainsay,  that  there  are  precedents 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  for  the 
precise  procedure  which  we  propose,  I 
am  afraid,  if  noble  Lords  opposite 
persist  in  the  Amendment,  we  must 
take^the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDON- 
DERRY said  he  would  not  have  inter- 
vened in  the  discussion  had  it  not  been. 
for  the  remark  of  the  noble  Earl,  that 
certain  Amendments  had  been  placed 
on  the  Paper  with  the  object  of  retarding: 
the  progress  of  the   Bill. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE:  I  did  not 
say  they  had  been  placed  on  the  Paper 
with  that  object,  but  that  they  would 
have  that  eSect. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDON- 
DERRY said  he  could  not  agree  with 
the  noble  Earl  on  that  point.  Many 
of  his  noble  friends,  especially  those  from 
Ireland,  who  had  studied  this  question, 
viewed  with  approval  the  desire  of 
the  Government  to  provide  sanitary 
houses  for  the  labouring  classes  in 
Ireland,  and  the  Government  had  their 
sincere  goodwill  in  the  efforts  they  were 
making.  But  in  conferring  benefits  upon 
one  class  of  the  community,  care  should 
be  taken  that  no  injustice  was  inflicted 
upon  another  class.  Undoubtedly  the 
present  Bill,  unless  it  was  very  carefully 
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safegnarded,  might  be  the  means  of 
inflicting  great  injustice  upon  one  class 
while  conferring  benefit  upon  another. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  for  whose 
remarks  the  noble  Earl  had  just 
apologised 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE:  Oh  qo ;  I 
did  not  apologise ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
entirely  endorsed  the  observations  of 
my  noble  and  learned  friend. 

The  Marquess  op  LONDONDERRY 

said  that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
pointed  out  that  during  the  time  the 
Labourers  Acts  had  been  in  operation 
only  17,000  cottages  had  been  erected. 
It  was  no   use  denying  the   fact  that 
that  comparatively  small  number  was 
due  to  the  great  caution  of  various  unions 
indifierent  parts  of  Ireland,  but  he  hoped 
that  under    the   new  circumstances   in 
which  the  occupier,  on  terms  agreeable 
iQ  himself  and  his  landlord,  would  be 
made  the   owner  of  his  holding,   that 
number  would  be  very  largely  increased. 
He  beUeved  that  in  the  future  the  unions 
which  had  looked  with  a  certain  amount 
of  apprehension  on   these   Acts   would 
adopt  a  more   favourable  view.    With 
regard  to  the  substitution  of  fourteen  days 
for  a  month,  he  thought  that  when  it  was 
remembered    how    very    dilatory    some 
Irishmen  were  in  negotiating  their  own 
affairs,    it    would   be   admitted    that    a 
month    was    a    very   short    time.     This 
wonld  be  the  more  realised  if  noble  Lords 
considered  the  slow  progress  that  was 
being  made  under  the  last  Land  Pur- 
chase Act.     He  agreed  that  landowners 
most  co-operate    with   thsir   agents   in 
considering   the  details  of  these  trans- 
actdons,    which    agents    were    generally 
concerned  with  a  large  number  of  pro- 
perties.   Therefore,  he   thought   that   a 
month  was  a  very  short  time  in  which 
to  require  answers  tb  be  made  to  the 
notices,  and  \mder  these  circumstances 
he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  Leader  of  .  he 
Opposition   would   support  the  Amend- 
ment. 

The  Eabl  of  DUNRAVEN  did  not 
think  that  because  a  month  had  been 
allowed  in  all  former  Acts  that  was  any 
particular  reason  why  it  should  be  in- 
cluded in    the   present   Bill.    The   real 


object  of  this  measure  was  to  satisfy  a 
want  which  previous  Acts  of  Parliament 
had  left  unsatisfied.  It  was  generally 
admitted  that  one  of  the  reasons  why 
former  Acts  had  been  only  very  partial 
successes  was  the  dilatory  nature  of  the 
proceedings  "under  them.  If  he  thought 
that  any  real  injustice  would  be  done  to 
anybody  by  shortening  the  period  to 
fourteen  days,  he  would  vote  in  favour 
of  the  Amendment,  but  he  could  not 
think  that  any  real  injustice  would  be 
inflicted.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if  an 
owner  or  his  agent,  or  his  solicitor, 
or  whoever  managed  the  property, 
could  not  be  found  in  a  fortnight,  the 
probability  was  that  he  would  never 
be  foimd  at  all.  Reference  had 
been  made  to  the  dilatory  manner  in 
which  Irishmen  conducted  their  own 
business  affairs.  He  did  not  altogether 
agree  with  the  renmrk,  but  if  landlords 
had  been  dilatory  in  managing  their 
own  affairs,  he  failed  to  see  why  the 
labourers  should  sufier  for  it. 


The  Earl  of  MAYO  pointed  out  that 
there  was  a  danger  in  shortening  the 
period  in  question.  If  a  limited  owner 
was  concerned,  and  the  proceedings 
went  forward,  and  the  purchase  money 
was  paid  to  the  wrong  person  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proce^ngs  being  con- 
ducted in  a  hunj,  the  district  council 
might  sufier  by  there  being  brought 
against  them  an  action,  and  by  their 
having  to  pay  the  money  to  the  proper 
person.  Theiefore,  he  thought  that  if 
there  was  a  little  less  hurry  in  the  initial 
stages  the  whole  business  might  go 
through  better  eventually.  The  noble 
Earl  the  President  of  the  Council  had 
said  that  the  Opposition  were  delaying 
the  Bill,  but  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of 
the  measure  had  stated  that  there  would 
be  more  time  available  than  the  fortnight, 
because  the  inspector  would  take  at 
least  six  weeks.  He  could  not  quite 
see  how  those  two  statements  could  be 
made  to  agree.  But  even  if  the  in- 
spector was  to  take  six  weeks,  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  service  of  the 
notice.  The  answer  had  to  be  made  to 
the  notice  within  fourteen  days.  He 
thought  that  a  month  was  much  better, 
and  that  the  longer  period  would  facilitate 
the  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the 
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being  compelled  to  indulge  in  the  luxury 
of  a  lawsuit. 
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On  Question  whether  the  clause  to  be 
left  out  shall  stand  part  of  the  Eill, 
their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  32  ; 
Not-Contents,  78. 


Xioreburn,  L.    {L.  Chancellor.) 
Crewe,  E.     {L.  President.) 
BipoD,  M.     (i.  Privy  Seal.) 

Beauchamp,  E. 
■Carrington,  E. 
Chesterfieia,  E. 
Portsmouth,  E. 
Jiussell,  E. 

Althorp,  V.  {L.  Chamberlain. ) 

Aberdare,  L. 


CONTENTS. 

Armitstead,  L. 

Burghclere,  L. 

Colebrooke,  L. 

Courtney  of  Penwith,  L. 

Deninan,  L. 

Eversley,  L. 

Filzmaurice,  L. 

Glantawe,  L. 

Granard,   L.     (JS.   Granard.) 

[Tri/er.] 
Hamilton  of  Dalzell,  L. 
Hemphill,  L. 
Joicey,  L. 


Kenry,  L.     (E.  Dunraven  and 

Mount-Earl.) 
Monkswell,  L. 
Nunbumholrae,  L. 
Reay,  L. 

Ribblesdale,  L.     [Teller.  I 
Sefton,  L.     {E.  Se/ton.) 
Shnttleworth,  L. 
Stanley  of  Alderley,  L. 
Tweedmouth,  L. 
Weardale,  L. 


Devonshire,  D. 
Northumberland,  D. 
Somerset,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Bath,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 

Camperdown,  E. 

Cathoart,  E. 

Cawdor,  E. 

Clarendon,  E. 

Uartrey,  E. 

Denbigh,  B. 

Devon,  E. 

Doncaster,  E.    (D.  Buccleuch 

and  Quetntberry.) 
Drogheda,  E. 
Eldon,  £. 
Essex,  E. 
'  Haddington,  £. 
Kilmorey,  B. 
Lncan,  £. 
Mayo,  E. 
Munster,  E. 
Northbrook,  E. 
Onslow,  E. 
Plymouth,  E. 
Kosse,  E. 
Vane,  E.     (M.  Londonderry.) 


NOT-CONTENTS. 
Waldegrave,  E.    [Teller.'] 

Churchill,  V.    [Teller.] 

Hill,  V. 

Hutchinson,  V.    E.  Donough- 

more.) 
Iveagh,  V. 

Addington,  L. 

Alverstone,  L. 

Ampthill,  L. 

Ardilaun,  L. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Barnard,  L. 

Barrymore,  L. 

Cha worth,  L.     (£.  Meath.) 

ClifTord  of  Chudleigh,  L. 

Clonbrock,  L. 

Cloncurry,  L. 

Colchester,  L. 

T)e  Freyne,  L. 

Deramore,  L. 

Digby,  L. 

Dunboyne,  L. 

KUenborough,  L. 

Forester,  L. 

Gormanston,  L.    ( V.  Gorman- 

ston.) 
Hatherton,  L. 
Hylton,  L. 


Incbiquin,  L. 

Kelvin,  L. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Knaresborough,  L. 

Langford,  L. 

Lawrence,  L. 

Leith  of  Fyvie,  L. 

Macnaj{hten,  L. 

Massy,  L. 

Middleton,  L. 

Newton,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

PoDsonby,     L.       (E.      Bess- 
borough.) 

Ranfurly,  L.     (E.  Ranfurly.) 

Rathdonnell,  L. 

Rathmore,  L. 

Robertson,  L. 

Sanderson,  L. 

SUchester,  L. 

Somerhill,    L, 
earde  ) 

Stewart  of  Garlies,  L. 
Galloway.) 

Sudley,  L.     (E.  Arran.) 

Teynham,  L. 

Ventry,  L. 

Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  L. 


(E.  Longford.) 
(M.    Clanri- 


(E- 


Clause  4  accordingly  disagreed  to. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  :— 

LoED  ASHBOURNE  said  that  it  might 
'be  a  convenience  to  their  Lordships  and 
enable  the  House  to  follow  the  meaning 
of  the  Amendments  he  had  placed  on  the 
Paper,  if  he  stated  generally  their  bearing 
on  the  first  three  sub-sections  of  the 
Clause.    Clause    6    was    an    important 

The  Earl  of  Mayo. 


section,  and  had  naturally  attracted  a 
great  deal  of  attention,  and  doubtless 
given  some  anxiety  to  the  Government. 
The  proposal  was  that  the  inspector  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  should 
go  down  and  make  an  examination  ; 
then  having  made  his  Report  he  was  to 
have  power  to  make  a  Provisional 
Order.  He  (Lord  Ashbourne)  did  not 
think  it  wise  or  reasonable  that  the 
inspector's  decision  should  be  called  by 
so  important  a  name  as  a  Provisional 
Order.    That,   however,   was   merely    a 
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verbal  point,  bat  he  thought  it  would  be 
desirable,  in  the  final  form  of  the  Bill, 
to  give  the  order  some  less  grandiose 
name.  Then  the  suggestion  was  that 
the  Local  Government  Board,  if  anyone 
was  dissatisfied,  should  read  the  Report 
and  the  evidence  furnished  \>j  the 
inspector,  and  decide  what  should  be 
done  in  regard  to  the  compulsory  taking 
of  the  land  involved  in  the  case.  The 
section  dealt  entirely  with  the  question 
of  the  compulsory  taking  of  land  against 
the  will  of  the  owners.  Up  to  the 
present  there  had  been  a  much  more 
senous  method  of  determining  these 
questions.  It  used  to  be  by  means  of 
a  Provisional  Order  which  had  to  pass 
through  Parliament,  and  then  the  Privy 
Council,  presided  over  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
of  the  Judges  of  the  High  Court,  dealt 
with  the  question.  By  this  Bill  it  was 
proposed  to  get  rid  of  the  Privy  Council 
and  the  important  machinery  previously 
in  force.  He  did  not  question  that  pro- 
posal, because  he  admitted  that  the 
machinery  was  unnecessarily  strong, 
and  put  the  parties  to  considerable  ex- 
pense in  bringing  the  persons  concerned, 
and  their  witnesses,  from  every  part  of 
Ireland  up  to  Dublin.  Still,  it  was 
necessary  to  provide  some  kind  of  real 
appeal  for  the  parties  whose  land  was  to 
be  compulsorily  taken  against  their  wish. 
He  had  indicated  on  the  Second  Reading 
that  it  ooght  to  be  within  the  option  of 
the  parties  to  have  their  case  beard 
before  a  judge.  He  then  stated,  and 
it  was  embodied  in  the  Amendments 
he  had  placed  on  the  Paper,  that  a  county 
court  judge  might  supply  the  requisite 
machinery.  He  was  aware  that  a  judge 
of  assize  had  been  suggested,  and  the 
point  was  well  worth  consideration, 
though  personally  he  believed  that  the 
suggestion  be  himself  had  put  forward 
was  the  soundest  solution.  It  had 
been  pointed  out  in  another  place  that 
the  judge  of  assize  sat  only  twice  in  the 
year,  and  that,  as  it  was  desirable  to 
enable  appeals  to  be  taken  more  fre- 
quently, the  county  court  judge,  who 
sat  much  oftener  than  the  judge  of 
assize,  would  form  a  more  desirable 
tribunal.  This  would  not  necessitate 
any  very  great  change  in  the  substance 
of  those  proposals.  All  that  he  desired 
was  that  there  shotdd  be  a  full  appeal. 


An  appeal  meant  that  the  parties  should 
be  heard,  and  their  witnesses  examined, 
and  that  the  tribunal  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  giving  a  decision.  It 
was  not  suggested  that  the  Local  (Jovem- 
meut  Board  were  to  do  any  of  those 
things,  nor  could  they  without  bringing 
the  parties  and  the  witnesses  to  Dublin, 
and  if  that  were  to  be  allowed  or  re- 
quired there  was  no  purpose  served  in 
getting  rid  of  the  Privy  Coimcil.  If  the 
Government  thought  it  desirable  to 
retain  the  present  clause,  believing  that 
some  parties  might  be  satisfied  with  the 
decision  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  say  that  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  do  so,  but  at  the  same 
time  if  the  parties  wanted  to  have  a 
judicial  decision,  they  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  saying  that  they  wo'uld 
not  be  satisfied  imless  a  judge  heard 
their  case  and  decided  upon  both  their 
law  and  their  facts.  Anyone  could  go 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  if  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  Board's  reading 
of  the  Report  and  the  evidence,  and  the 
making  of  any  further  inquiry  they 
might  direct.  But  if  the  parties  were 
not  satisfied  with  that,  it  was  only  fair 
and  reasonable  that  they  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  going  to  the  coimty 
court  judge.  If  the  Government  re- 
cognised the  reasonableness  of  his  sug- 
gestions, perhaps  they  would  indicate 
how  they  proposed  to  deal  with  them, 
and  he  woiUd  be  very  glad  to  meet  them 
if  possible. 

Lord  DENMAN  hoped  that  the  sug- 
gestion he  was  about  to  make  would 
meet  with  the  approval,  or  at  any  rate 
the  agreement,  of  noble  Lords  opposite. 
He  still  adhered  to  what  he  had  stated 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  with 
regard  to  the  Local  Government  Board ; 
the  Government  still  thought  that  that 
would   have   been   a    cheap    and    quick 
tribimal,    and   one   which    would   have 
decided  equitably  on  the  points  brought 
before  them.    However,  for  the  purpose 
of  expediting  the  passage   of  the  Bill, 
and  also    to  avoid  the   suspicion  that 
they    desired    to   do    any    injustice    to 
any    class — which    was    very   far  from 
being  the  case — they  were  willing  to  go 
a  long  way  to  meet   the  views  of  noble 
Lords  opposite.      What  they  suggested 
I  was     that      the     Local      Government 
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Board  inspector  should  first  of  all  give 
his  decision  as  before,  and  that  if  a 
person  felt  himself  aggrieved  by  the 
decision,  he  should  have  the  alternative 
of  himself  deciding  whether  he  should 
appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
or  to  the  county  court  judge.  He  hoped 
that  noble  Lords  opposite  would  realise 
that  the  Government  had  gone  a  long 
way  in  making  that  concession,  and  that 
they  would  be  able  to  accept  the  pro- 
posal. In  that  case  he  had  prepared  a 
considerable  number  of  Amendments 
which  would  be  consequential  upon  the 
acceptance  of  the  suggestion  he  had 
made ;  no  useful  purpose  would  be 
served  by  going  through  those  Amend- 
ments at  the  present  stage,  but  if  it 
suited  the  convenience  of  the  House 
he  would  move  them  en  bloc,  and  they 
could  then  be  printed  so  that  on  the 
further  stage  of  the  Bill  noble  Lords 
opposite  would  have  an  opportimity  of 
seeing  whether  thev  went  far  enough 
to  meet  their  views. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  thought  that 
what  the  noble  Lord  had  said  was  very 
reasonable,  and  that  his  proposal  to 
move  the  Amendments  en  Uoe,  and 
have  them  inserted  in  the  Bill,  would 
be  for  the  convenience  of  the  House. 
They  would  then  appear  in  the  reprint 
of  the  measure,  and  would  thus  facilitate 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES  : 
I  understand  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  withdraws  his  Amendments  down 
to  line  20. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  :  Yes,  in  favour 
of  those  to  be  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES  : 
Does  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
move  the  Amendments  to  which  he  has 
referred  ? 

LordDENMAN:  Yes, 

Amendments  moved  accordingly  and 
agreed  to. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  moved  to  insert 
at  the  end  of  sub-clause  (4)  of  Clause  6 
the  words,  "  Unless  it  appears  that  the 
particular  holding  or  estate  has  been 
selected  for  an  indirect  purpose." 

Lord  Denman. 


He  said  that  this  Amendment  was 
of  an  entirely  different  character  from 
those  to  which  he  had  referred  in  his 
previous  remarks.  The  sub-section  dealt 
with  a  very  slender  matter,  and  he  was 
really  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  it  got 
into  the  Bill  at  all.  Having  taken  some 
part  in  the  administration  of  the  previous 
Acts,  he  did  not  think  the  Government 
could  have  had  present  in  their  minds 
what  had  been  the  common  action  in 
reference  to  these  cases.  The  section  did 
Very  little  in  reference  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  but  having  been  inserted  it 
might  lead  to  grave  misconception,  and 
therefore  in  order  to  prevent  any  mis- 
tmderstanding  he  thought  that  the  words 
he  had  proposed  should  be  added.  He 
suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Government  that  it  might  be  wiser  to 
strike  out  the  sub-section  altogether, 
and  if  they  preferred  to  do  that  rather 
than  accept  the  words  he  had  suggested, 
he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  adopt  that 
coxirse,  and  move  accordingly. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  after  the  second  word 
'  scheme,'  to  insert  the  words  '  unless  it 
appears  that  the  particular  holding  or  estate 
has  been  i>elected  for  an  indirect  purpose.'  " — 
(Lord  Ashbourne.) 

Lord  DENMAN  regretted  that  the 
Government  were  unable  to  accept  the 
Amendment.  It  was  with  the  greatest 
diffidence  that  he  ventured  to  criticise 
the  wording  of  an  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  but  he 
submitted  that  the  words  suggested 
were  somewhat  vague.  It  might  be 
difficult  for  the  court  to  settle  a  point  of 
law  if  raised  in  connection  with  the  words 
"  for  an  indirect  purpose."  He  pointed 
out  further  that  the  Amendment  would 
introduce  a  new  element  into  the  clause. 
The  sub-section  provided  that  a  scheme 
should  not  be  disallowed  merely  on  the 
groimd  that  agricultural  labourers  were 
not  required  for  the  cidtivation  or 
management  of  the  holding  or  estate  a 
portion  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  ac- 
quire for  the  purpose  of  the  scheme. 
The  Amendment  introduced  a  proposal 
which  could  only  be  properly  dealt  with  by 
a  new  clause  or  a  new  sub-section.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  had  suggested  as 
an  alternative  that  the  Government  might 
accept  a  new  clause,  but  he  regretted 
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^t  he   was  xiHable  to    agree  to  that 
{HoposaL 

LoBD    ASHBOUBNE    said    that    he 
would  be  sorry  to  divide  the  House  on  a 
question  which  he  had  ahready  indicated 
▼as  of  a  very  slemder  character.    He] 
did  not  think  the  sub-section  made  any  i 
advance  in  the  law,  and  the  only  reason 
he  had  suggested  the  addition  of  these  ; 
words   was    in    order    to    prevent    any  i 
misimderBtanding.     Bat  as  the  Oovem- , 
ment's  peace  of  mind  appeared  to  hang  | 
very  much  on  the  retention  of  the  sub- 1 
section,  he  would  withdraw  the  Amend- ! 
ment. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  then  moved  to 
omit  Sub-clause  (5),  which  provided  that 
where  a  petition  had  been  presented  and 
not  withdrawn  and  the  Local  (Jovem- 
ment  Board  were  of  opinion  that  the 
groond  or  grounds  on  which  such  petition 
was  presented  was  or  were  frivolous  or 
vexations,  the  Board  might  make  an 
order  for  the  payment  by  the  petitioner 
of  the  reasonable  costs,  charges  and 
expenses  of  the  district  council  incurred 
in  opposing  such  petition,  and  an  order 
respecting  costs  should  be  enforceable  as 
if  it  were  an  order  of  the  High  Court. 
He  pointed  out  that  this  sub-clause  was 
not  in  the  original  Bill  as  introduced  by 
the  Giovemment,  and  was  an  entire 
departure  from  previoxis  enactments  in 
reference  to  oosts.  Under  previous 
Labourers  Acts  it  was  enacted  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  payment 
of  the  costs  of  a  person  who  objected  in 
defence  of  his  property.  That  was 
perfectly  reasonable,  but  this  sub-clause 
went  further,  and  provided  that  anyone 
who  presented  a  petition  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  if  the  Board  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  act  was  frivolous 
or  vexatious,  might  be  grievously  amerced 
in  costs.  That  was  an  entire  reversal  of 
the  whole  principle  of  the  law  in  reference 
to  these  matters.  If  a  man's  land  was 
gonig  to  be  compulsorily  taken,  he 
had  a  perfect  right  to  present  a 
petition  saying  that  he  objected,  and 
giving  his  reasons.  The  Government  had 
already  wisely  accepted  an  Amendment 
enabling  the  person  affected  to  have  the 
question  threshed  out  before  a  County 


Court  Judge.  The  County  Court  Judge 
would  deal  with  the  oosts  at  the  hearing 
before  himselL  This  provision,  how- 
ever, suggested  that  the  Local  Oovern- 
ment  Board  should  deal  with  the  oosts. 
But  there  would  not  be  one  farthing  of 
costs  incurred  before  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  because  they  would  not  see 
the  parties  or  examine  the  witnesses ; 
there  was  no  hearing  at  all,  and  there 
was  nothing  in  regard  to  which  costs 
could  be  incurred.  A  report  was  sent 
up  to  the  Board  by  their  own  Inspector, 
together  with  the  evidence  given  before 
him,  and  then,  in  some  back  room  of  the 
Customs  House,  they  came  to  their  de- 
cision as  to  what  shotdd  be  done.  The 
sub-section  was  an  entire  departure  fr  jm 
aU  previous  enactments  in  reference  to 
the  compulsory  taking  of  land,  and 
therefore  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  accede  to  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  lab-sectioD  (5)."  —  (Lord 
AM>oume.) 

♦Thb  Eael  op  CREWE  :  The  argu- 
ment that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
has  presented  certainly  deserves  some 
consideration,  and  if  he  will  agree  to  let 
the  question  stand  over  until  the  Report 
stage,  I  will  ask  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  if  he  can  see  his  way  to 
meet  the  noble  Lord's  wishes. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  that  the 
noble  Earl  had  views  as  to  rapidity.  Ho 
himself  was  a  much  more  tranquil  person, 
but  with  a  view  to  rapidity  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  for  the  noble  Earl  to 
agree  to  the  Amendment,  omitting  the 
sub-section,  and  consider  between  then 
and  the  Report  stage  whether  he  would 
give  notice  to  replace  it.  That  would 
lead  to  both  speed  and  accuracy. 

♦The  Eabl  of  CREWE  :  I  am  quite 
willing  to  adopt  that  course. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  7  and  8  agreed  to. 

Qause  9:— 

Lord  KILLANIN  moved  to  insert 
the  words  "  with  the  concurrence  of  the 


Digitized  by 


v^joogle 


363 


Labourers 


county  councfl,"  so  that  in  cases  where 
a  distaict  council  had  neglected  to  make 
an  adequate  improvement  scheme  under 
the  Act,  the  concurrence  of  the  county 
council  should  be  necessary  before  the 
Local  Government  Board  could  require 
the  district  council  to  make  and  carry 
out  such  a  scheme.  He  thought  that 
the  clause  as  it  stood  gave  a  very  large 
power  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  enabled  them  practically  to  take  the 
law  completely  into  their  own  hands, 
and  to  act  in  a  very  peremptory  way, 
wholly  regardless  of  local  feeling.  Under 
the  clause  as  it  stood,  where  a  district 
council  had  refused  to  take  action,  or 
to  carry  out  an  improvement  scheme,  the 
Local  Government  Board,  without  con- 
sulting any  other  local  authority,  were 
to  be  allowed  to  take  the  place  of  the 
district  council.  He  was  aware  that  in 
the  past  some  district  councils  had  been 
very  backward  in  undertaking  improve- 
ment schemes  which  they  ought  to  have 
undertaken,  and  this  Bill  had  been 
brought  in  to  remedy  that.  In  many 
cases  the  reason  why  improvement  schemes 
had  not  been  undertaken  was  that 
previous  Labourers  Acts  had  been  very 
inefficient  and  very  expensive.  Under 
the  present  Bill,  however,  if  a  district 
council  refused  to  undertake  an  im- 
provement scheme,  he  thought  it  would 
be  clear  that  they  must  be  in  the  wrong, 
and  he  was  all  in  favour  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  initiating  proceedings. 
But  his  proposal  was  that  before  they 
actually  took  the  law  into  their  own  hands, 
and  wholly  disregarded  all  local  feeling, 
and  possibly  acted  in  spite  of  local  feeling, 
so  far  as  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
testing  it  through  the  district  council,  the 
matter  should  be  laid  before  the  county 
council.  Having  served  on  his  own 
county  council  since  its  inauguration,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  if  an  improvement 
scheme  were  brought  before  the 
county  council,  it  would  be  adopted, 
and  its  adoption  by  the  council  would 
make  the  measure  more  popular,  and  it 
would  not  have  the  appearance  of  having 
been  forced  on  the  locality  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  regardless  of  local 
feeling.  Moreover,  if  the  scheme  had 
the  concurrence  of  the  county  council, 
it  would  put  to  shame  the  district  council 
and  would  act  as  an  incentive  to  make 
the  district  council  undertake  such  a 
Lord  Killanin. 
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scheme.  It  might  be  said  that  the 
county  council  had  not  much  con- 
nection with  this  matter,  but  from 
the  very  next  clause  it  would  be 
seen  that  the  county  council  was  in- 
timately concerned  in  the  matter  of 
funds.  The  county  councils  were  very 
important  bodies,  and  much  more  re- 
sponsible than  the  district  councils,  and 
if  their  concurrence  was  obtained  a. 
scheme  would  probably  be  carried  out 
much  more  amicably  and  in  a  lesa 
peremptory   manner. 


Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  S,  after  the  word  '  may,'  to- 
insert  the  words  '  with  the  concurrence  of  th« 
county  council.' " — {Lord  KiUanin.) 

Lord  DENMAN  said  that  there 
was  not  much  likelihood  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  either  overriding 
local  opinion  or  acting  in  a  peremptory 
manner  in  this  matter.  The  county 
councils  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  administration  of  the  Labourers 
Acts ;  in  fact,  throughout  the  Bill  the 
term  "county  council"  was  scarcely 
mentioned  except  in  connection  witt 
money  grants. 


Lord  KILLANIN: 
impo  rtant    question. 


That  is  a  very 


Lord  DENMAN  agreed  that  it  was 
important,  but  it  was  purely  a  book- 
keeping transaction.  The  county 
councils  had  no  training  such  as  wovild. 
qualify  them  for  administering  or  for 
interfering  in  any  way  with  the  Labourers 
Acts.  The  clause  enabled  the  Local 
Government  Board,  where  the  district 
council  had  neglected  their  duty,  to- 
compel  them  to  erect  cottages.  He 
understood  that  in  some  parts  of  Ireland 
hitherto  the  district  councils  had  not 
fulfilled  their  duties  very  well  in  these^ 
respects,  and  it  was  very  necessary  to- 
give  the  Local  Government  Board  the 
powers  suggested  in  this  clause.  He 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  not  presa 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn^ 

Clause  9  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  agreed  to. 
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Clause  11  : — 


Lord  DUNBOYNE,  who  had  placed 
on  the  Paper  a  series  of  Amendments 
to  Clause  11,  said  he  uaderatood  that  in 
an  amended  form  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  accept  them.  By  inad- 
vertence he  had  omitted  to  give  notice 
of  an  Amendment  to  Sub-section  (.J),  but 
possibly  if  he  called  attention  to  it  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would 
himself  amend  the  clause.  Sab-section 
(3)  provided  that  a  memorandum  of  the 
amount  paid  under  Sub-section  (2)  should 
be  endorsed  on  the  instrument  creating 
the  mortgage  or  charge.  In  many 
cases  that  would  be  absolutely  impoi- 
Mble,  because  charges  were  often  created 
by  will  or  deeds  which  were  not  in  the 
possession  of  the  person  for  whose 
benefit  the  charge  was  made ;  there- 
fore he  would  be  unable  to  produce  th? 
document  to  have  a  memorandum  en- 
dorsed upon  it.  The  sub-section  as  it 
stood  was  mandatory,  and  he  sugeested 
either  that  it  should  be  omitted  alto- 
gether, as  it  was  really  imnecessary,  or 
that  the  words  "  when  practicable " 
should  be  inserted.  With  regard  to  the 
other  Amendments  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  he  was  w'Uing  to  move 
them  in  the  terms  which  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him.  If  the  Amendments 
were  accepted,  Sub-section  (2)  would 
become  a  proviso  of  Sub-section  (1),  and 
would  provide  that  "  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  may,  if  he  consents,  be  paid 
to  the  person  entitled  to  the  mortgage  ;  " 
Sub-section  (3)  would  be  omitted  alto- 
eether  or  the  words  "  when  practi- 
cable "  inserted ;  and  after  Sub-section  4 
the  following  new  sub-section  would  be 
inserted :  "  A  copy  of  the  receipt 
should  on  the  request  of  any  nersons 
e'ltitled  to  any  estate  or  interest 
in  the  land  in  respect  of  which  the 
purchase  money  or  compensation  is  paid 
be  furnished  by  the  council  at  their 
expense  to  that  person."  By  the 
permission  of  the  House  he  would  move 
the  Amendments  in  that  form. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES  : 
1  think  it  would  be  more  convenient  if 
the  noble  Lord  would  move  the  Amend- 
ments one  bv  one. 


Lord  ASHBOURNE  pointed  out  that 
the  procedure  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord, 
(Lord  Dunboyne),  would  be  somewhafc 
confusing,  inasmuch  as  the  Amendmenta 
now  suggested  were  Amendments  of 
other  Amendments  on  the  Paper.and  the 
House  had  really  nothing  to  go  upon. 
He  understood  that  the  noble  Lord 
who  moved  the  Amendments  and 
the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had 
had  some  conversation  on  the  matter. 
The  clause  dealt  with  an  extremely 
technical  though  not  very  large  question, 
and  he  could  quite  understand  that 
the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  hr.d 
consulted  with  the  draughtsman  as  to  the 
particular  phraseology  he  would  wish  to 
employ.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
suggested  that  the  Amendments  should 
be  put  in  a  connected  form  and  in* 
corporated  in  the  Bill  so  that  the  House 
might  see  them  in  print  to-morrow. 

Lord  DENMAN  said  the  clause  dealt 
with  some  extremely  technical  matters, 
and  he  was  glad  the  Government  hud 
been  able  to  come  to  an  agreement  with 
the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Dunboyne.  As  to 
the  omission  of  sub-section  (3),  no  notice 
had  been  given  of  the  proposal,  and  he 
would  prefer  to  leave  it  to  a  later  stage 
of  the  Bill.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  he  had  given 
Lord  Dunboyne  a  copy  of  the  agreed 
clause,  and  doubtless  the  noble  Lord 
would  be  willing  to  read  it  in  a  con- 
nected form. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  thought  the  best 
plan  would  be  for  him  to  put  the  Amend- 
ments into  writing  and  move  them  on 
Report. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  I  think  the 
most  convenient  course  would  be  for 
the  noble  Lord  to  hand  in  his  Amend- 
ments ;  they  could  then  be  inserted 
j)ro  forma,  and  would  appear  in  the 
reprint  of  the  Bill. 

Amendments  moved  accordingly,  and 
agreed  to. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE :  What  has  be- 
come of  sub-section  (3)  ? 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  ItisstilHn 
the  Bill,  as  far  as  I  am  aware. 
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♦Lord  CLONBROCK  in  moving  the 
omission  of  sub-section  (9)  said  it  was  a 
decidedly  unusual  course  to  fetter  the 
<li8cretion  of  an  arbitrator  in  determining 
the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid 
in  the  event  of  a  purchase  being  decided 
upon.  It  was  true  that,  since  the 
properties  to  be  acquired  were  small, 
the  amounts  of  compensation  awarded 
would  also  be  small,  and  the  difference 
whether  compulsion  was  taken  into 
account  or  not  comparatively  insignifi- 
cant, but  it  would  set  up  a  most 
dangerous  precedent  in  regard  to 
Jand  in  Ireland.  This  was  especially 
the  case,  since  from  a  statement  made  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, in  describing  the  Commission  he 
proposed  to  appoint  to  inquire  into  con- 
gestion, it  appeared  decidedly  probable 
that  the  taking  of  land  compulsorily  on  a 
much  larger  scale  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  congestion  was  in  contemplation. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  sub- 
clause would  afford  a  most  dangerous 
precedent,  and  he  moved  its  omission. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  aub-clause  9." — (Lord  Clon- 
brodc.) 

I 

(The  Earl  of  ARRAN  said  that  the 
question  raised  by  this  sub-clause  was 
dealt  with  by  several  noble  Lords  in  the 
Second  Reading  debate,  and  great 
emphasis  was  then  laid  upon  the  fact 
that  it  would  set  up  a  very  dangerous 
precedent;  it  was  also  stated  that  the 
principle  involved,  whether  good  or  bad, 
was  of  too  far  reaching  a  character  to  be 
properly  argued  on  the  minor  subject 
to  which  it  was  here  applied.  In  Ire- 
land the  question  of  compulsory 
purchase  was  in  the  air  not  only  in 
regard  to  sites  for  labourers'  cottages, 
but  also  in  connection  with  whole  elates. 
Though  the  question  of  compulsory 
purchase  might  be  a  bad  or  a  good  thing, 
it  should  at  any  rate  be  argued  from  the 
-extreme  possibiUties  which  it  might 
«ngender.  As  had  been  pointed  out  a 
precedent  had  been  created  imder  the 
Labourers  Allotment  Act  in  England, 
and  all  those  interested  in  Ireland  would 
be  grateful  for  this  kindly  warning, 
because  if  this  principle  had  been  brought 
in  in  another  Bill  which  dealt  with  it  in 
a  small  way,  it  was  right  and  proper 
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that  the  precedent  should  be  checked 
in  order  that  it  might  be  dealt  with 
upon  a  larger  and  more  general  basis. 
He  sincerely  hoped  the  Government 
would  agree  to  his  noble  friend's 
Amendment  and  if  they  did  not  he 
hoped  it  wouJd  be  pressed  to  a  division. 

Lord  DENMAN  said  this  Amendment 
dealt  with  a  small  matter  and  with 
small  plots  of  land.  The  Earl  of  Arran 
had  mentioned  that  they  had  a  precedent 
for  this  proposal  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  1894  in  England,  and  His 
Majesty's  Government  coiJd  not  see  why 
the  precedent  should  not  be  followed 
in  the  particular  case.  If  the  noble 
Lord  pressed  his  Amendment,  as  he 
beUeved  was  his  intention,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  forced  to  go  to  a  division. 

>LoRD  CLONBROCK  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  sub-clause  (3)  of 
Clause  10  of  the  Act  of  1894  which 
provided  that — 

"  The  arbitrator,  in  fixing  rent  or  other  com- 
pensation, shftll  take  into  consideration  all 
the  circnmstances  connected  with  the  land 
and  the  use  to  which  it  might  otherwise  be 
put  by  the  owner  daring  the  term  of  hiring, 
and  any  depreciations  of  the  value  to  the 
tenant  of  the  residue  of  his  holding  caused  by 
the  withdrawal  from  the  holding  of  the  land 
hired  by  the  Parish  Council." 

In  that  case  any  loss  to  the  owner,  apart 
from  the  value  of  the  land  compulsorily 
taken,  was  allowed  for.  No  provision  of 
that  kind  occurred  in  the  Bill  before  the 
House.  He  could  not,  therefore,  con- 
sider it  as  a  real  precedent,  and  he 
further  objected  to  a  precedent  being 
drawn  from  what  appeared  in  an  English 
Act.  They  had  often,  in  pleading  fair 
play  and  justice  to  Irish  landlords,  urged 
comparisons  between  their  position  and 
the  position  of  the  English  landlords. 
In  such  case  they  had  been  invariably 
told  that  the  condition  of  the  two  coun- 
tries was  so  different  that  no  comparison 
could  be  instituted.  Now  they  were 
told  that  an  English  precedent  must  be 
followed.  It  came,  therefore,  to  this : 
that  in  anything  favourable  to  the 
landowners'  interest,  the  cases  were 
completely  different,  but  in  anything 
detrimental  to  that  interest  they  were 
absolutely  parallel.  He  did  not  know 
how  this  provision  had  got  into  the 
Act  of  1894.  As  it  referred  only  to 
small   areas    it    probably    slipped     in 
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irithout  being  noticed,  and  at  the 
iame  did  not  attract  much  inter 
«8t  as  a  precedent,  l>eoanae  at  that 
period  there  was  no  prospect  of  a 
Labourers  Act  being  introduced  into 
tiiis  country.  He  believed  there  was 
such  a  prospect  now,  judging  from  what 
had  fallen  from  the  President  of  the  Local 
(Jovemment  Board,  and  he  would 
-commend  that  to  the  attention  of  noble 
Lords  who  were  not  connected  with 
Ireland.  He  thought  this  was  a  most 
-dangerous  precedent  to  introduce  into  the 
question  of  Irish  land,  and  he  should 
therefore  press  his  Motion  to  leave  out 
tjiis  sub-section. 

♦Lord  ZOUCHE  of  HARYNG  WORTH 
said  that  from  the  humble  standpoint 
of  an  English  Member  he  should  like 
to  endorse  what  had  been  said  about  the 
dangerous  nature  of  this  precedent. 
They  were  now  discussing  an  Irish 
Bill,  and  one  that  related  entirely  to 
Irish  afiairs.  As  had  just  been  said 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  represented 
the  Crovemment  this  was  a  very  small 
matter  and  dealt  only  with  a  small 
area.  He  wished  to  point  out,  however, 
that  that  was  a  very  dangerous  argument, 
and  such  precedents  had  sometimes  been 
pushed  to  very  extreme  limits.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  in  modem  legislation 
the  great  danger  was  that  of  establishing 
precedents  upon  small  issues.  Some- 
times they  were  established  in  Private 
Bill  legislation,  and  it  was  qtiite  possible 
that  in  this  way  they  might  find  them 
in  an  Irish  Bill.  The  House  was  aware 
that  there  was  very  considerable  negotia- 
tions in  regard  to  private  legislation  in 
this  House  where  vast  quantities  of 
property  were  taken  for  railways  and 
public  improvements.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, think  there  was  any  precedent  for 
saying  that  an  arbitrator  should  be 
aWlutely  forbidden  from  giving  any 
allowance  for  compulsory  purchase.  It 
might  be  that  sometimes  he  had  been 
given  a  discretion  under  the  particular 
circumstances,  but  he  thought  he  was 
right  in  sa>-ing  that  the  general  law 
imposed  no  restriction  upon  an  arbitrator 
in  determining  whether  he  would  allow 
anything  for  compulsory  purchase  and 
what  it  should  be.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  the  Amendment  would  be  supported 
by  the  House.     However   small  the  pre- 
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cedent  might  be  now  it  was  likely  to 
lead  to  serious  and  complicated  results 
which  were  not  apparent  at  the  present 
moment. 

LoKD  HEMPHILL  said  that  on  the 
merits  of  the  case  he  would  ask  noble 
Lords  opposite  why  the  landlord  or 
owner  should  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
actual  value  of  the  land  taken;  he 
did  not  see  why  this  artificial  bonns 
should  be  added.  Some  of  their  Lord- 
ships at  all  events  were  aware  that 
this  practice  of  giving  10  per  cent,  for 
compulsory  purchase  in  regard  to  the 
compensation  given  by  arbitrators  and 
by  juries  when  a  railway  company 
took  land,  had  gradually  crept  in 
by  degrees,  and  some  years  ago  in 
Ireland  the  judges  used  to  tell  the  jury 
that  they  were  not  bound  to  give  the 
10  per  cent.  But  the  practice  arose ; 
and  latterly  in  charging  juries,  although 
there  was  no  statutory  authority  for 
adding  this  10  per  cent,  the  judges  were 
in  the  habit  of  telling  juries  that  they 
would  be  at  liberty  to  take  into  account 
the  circumstance  that  the  owner  of  the 
land  was  not  a  free  agent,  but  that  the  land 
was  taken  from  them  by  the  force  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament.  But  apart  from  that,  the 
ordinary  man  did  not  appear  to  realise 
that  the  acre  or  half  acre  of  land  that 
was  taken  for  a  labourer's  cottage  in 
point  of  fact  was  only  worth  about  £30 
in  the  market,  and  why  should  the 
labourer  be  called  upon  to  pay  £3  more 
in  order  to  give  the  landord  £33,  the  £3 
being  imposed  as  a  sort  of  punishment 
for  the  local  authority  taking  the  land, 
or  as  a  bonus  to  the  selling  landlord  1 
He  would  much  prefer  that  this  question 
should  be  considered  on  its  own  merits, 
and  not  with  reference  to  the  precedent 
which  was  so  very  aptly  referred  to  by 
the  noble  Lord  on  the  Ministerial  bench. 
He  was  rather  astonished  to  hear  the 
noble  Lord  from  the  cross  benches  iise 
the  argument  that  because  in  the  distant 
future  a  very  large  question  might  arise 
namely,  as  to  whether  land  should  be 
taken  by  compulsion  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  from  the  landlords,  that 
in  anticipation  of  that  question  they 
should  now  do  what  was  unjust  in 
dealing  with  this  very  small  and  paltn^ 
matter  of  the  labourers  C3ttage8.  It 
would  be  sofficient  to  deal  with  that 
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question  whenever  it  anse,  and  it 
would  be  a  very  bad  argument  to  refer 
to  what  had  been  done  in  this  parti- 
cular Act  of  Parliameut  on  public,  local 
and  imperial  grounds,  and  upon  grounds 
of  humanity  to  lift  the  labourers  in  Ireland 
from  the  slough  of  despond  in  which  they 
were  at  the  present  time.  He  could 
assure  their  Lordships  from  considerable 
experience  in  Ireland,  that  there  was  no 
question  in  which  the  masses  were  more 
vitally  interested  than  this  attempt  to 
facilitate  the  provision  of  cottages  for 
labourers.  This  Bill  would  not  go  very  far 
assuming  that  it  became  law  to-morrow. 
There  was  no  question  in  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  more  vitally 
interested.  All  noble  Lords  who  had 
had  any  experience  of  Ireland  knew 
perfectly  well  that  some  of  these  habita- 
tions of  the  labourers  in  every  part  of 
Ireland,  and  more  especially  in  the 
south  and  west,  were  very  little  better 
than  pigsties. 

♦Lord  CLONBROCK  said  he  had 
never  said  a  word  about  this  10  per  cent. ; 
all  he  said  was  that  the  arbitrator  should 
not  be  fettered  in  cases  where  he  thought 
he  should  give  more.  He  wished  to 
remind  the  House  that  this  was  not  a 
question  afiecting  only  the  landlords,  be- 
cause very  often  the  tenant  on  whose  land 
the  cottage  was  going  to  be  erected 
would  suffer  very  severely  by  it;  the 
value  of  his  farm  would  be  reduced, 
and  he  might  also  suffer  great  incon- 
venience in  other  ways.  Under  this 
Amendment  compensation  would  be  paid 
to  him  as  well  as  to  the  landlord.  It  was 
true  that  it  was  a  small  case,  and  was 
not  a  matter  of  great  impor'ence  in  this 
particular  instance,  but  it  nevertheless 
required  attention. 

Lord  DUNRAVEN  assured  the  House 
that  this  Amendment  was  not  going  to 
make  any  material  difference  to  the 
labouring  population  in  Ireland.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  there  was  a  sound 
common-sense  reason  why  arbitrators 
should  be  allowed  to  make  an  additional 
allowance  where  land  was  taken  com- 
pulsorily.  If  they  compelled  a  man  to 
sell  land,  or  to  sell  anything  else,  they 
put  him  to  considerable  inconvenience  and 
expense  in  finding  some  other  investment 
for  his  money ;  therefore,  if  a  man  was 

Lord  Hemphill. 


an  unwilling  seller,  it  was  not  unreasonable 
that  an  arbitrator  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  him  something  in  addi- 
tion, in  order  to  compensate  the  owner 
for  the  time  and  trouble  and  expense- 
wh*ch  he  would  be  put  to  in  finding  some 
other  investment. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  thought  that 
many  of  the  arguments  which  had  been 
brought  forward  upon  this  subject 
would  be  more  appropriate  when  th©^ 
question  was  brought  up  upon  a  larger 
basis.  Sufficient  attention  had  not,  ia 
his  opinion,  been  called  to  this  very 
large  principle,  and  it  was  entirely  wrong: 
that  such  a  principle  should  be  allowed 
to  worm  its  way  by  a  sort  of  back-door 
process  into  legislation  of  this  kind  in- 
stead of  being  properly  fought  out. 

Lord  JOICEY  said  he  happened  to 
be  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
when  the  Act  of  1894  was  passed.  That 
Act  was  only  passed  after  a  very  close 
and  difficult  discussion,  and  the  House 
of  Commons  came  to  the,  conclusion 
hat  it  was  desirable  in  dealing  with 
very  small  holdings  that  such  a  charge 
as  this  should  not  be  put  upon  ihe 
land.  The  case  was  very  similar  here, 
and  he  could  not  see  why  the  House 
should  not  accept  this  proposal  when  it 
was  an  accepted  principle  already  in 
regard  to  English  legislation.  There  was 
a  great  similarity  in  dealing  with  the 
very  poorest  cottagers  of  Ireland  and 
the  very  poor  agricultural  tenants  of 
England.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
any  argument  which  could  be  used  in 
this  House  which  ought  to  induce  their 
Lordships  to  depart  from  the  principle 
which  had  been  already  laid  down  in 
the  Act  of  1894. 

*Thk  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  :. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  this  question 
should  be  dealt  with  in  reference  to  the 
merits  of  the  case  rather  than  in  regard 
to  precedents.  I  should  like  to  ask  upon 
the  merits  of  the  case  why  the  court  is  to 
be  precluded  from  allowing  any  addition, 
to  the  purchase  money  in  consideration 
of  the  fact  that  the  transaction  is  a  com- 
pulsory one.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  told  us  that  the  value  of  these 
holdings  was  about  £30  an  acre,  but  I  do- 
not  know  what  reason  there  is  why  the 
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owner  should  be  compelled  to  sell  a 
single  acre  at  the  jtro  rata  price  of  the 
whole.  Surely  it  is  fair  in  a  case  of  this 
Hnd  to  take  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  the  owner  is  compelled  to  sell,  not 
the  whole  of  his  property,  but  a  fraction 
of  it,  which  may  from  has  point  of  view 
be  very  inconveniently  situated.  There 
might  be  a  most  inconvenient  severance, 
and  the  use  and  amenities  of  the 
rest  of  the  holdings  may  be  very  con- 
siderably interfered  with  by  the  appro- 
priation of  a  small  part  of  it.  Why, 
under  these  conditions,  are  we  to  say 
that  in  no  circumstances  is  there  to  be 
any  addition  made  on  the  ground  of 
compulsion  ?  I  should  like  to  remind 
year  Lordships  that  this  principle  is  not 
unknown  to  us  in  Enghsh  legislation. 
In  our  earlier  Land  Acts  it  was  enacted 
that  if  a  tenant  was  compulsorily  deprived 
of  his  holding  by  his  landlord,  that  tenant 
donld  receive  compensation  for  dis- 
turbance. That  is  the  same  principle, 
and  unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken,  a 
Bill  which  is  now  before  Parliament  which 
has  received  a  great  deal  of  approval  from 
His  Majesty's  (Jovemment,  contains  a 
recognition  of  the  same  principle  in  a  very 
emphatic  form.  Just  one  word  as  to 
precedent.  Many  speakers  have  relied 
upon  the  alleged  precedent  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1894.  As  Lord 
Cronbrock  has  already  pointed  out  to  the 
House,  that  Act  contains  this  most  im- 
portant qualification,  and  I  will  read  it 
again  to  the  House — 

"  The  arbitrator,  in  fixing  rent  or  other  com- 
penaation,  shall  take  into  consideration  all  the 
dicomstaiicee  connected  with  the  land,  and 
the  use  to  which  it  might  otherwise  be  pat  by 
the  owner  daring  the  term  of  hiring,  and  any 
depreciation  of  the  value  to  the  tenant  of  the 
restdae  ef  his'  holding,  caused  by  the  with- 
drawal from  the  holding  of  the  land  hired  by 
the  Parish  CooncU." 

That  is  the  principle  for  which  my  noble 
friends  are  contending,  and  I  would  say 
that  if  the  Government  really  are  deter- 
mned  to  resist  the  Amendment  of  my  noble 
friend,  I  hope,  at  any  rate,  that  they  will 
agree  to  some  other  words  which  will  be 
upon  all-fours  with  the  words  of  the 
English  Act. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  Theaebate 
on  this  Amendment  has  been  devoted  to 
two  entirely  different  subjects.  In  the 
first  place,  it  has  been  devoted  to  the 


question  of  how  far  precedents  are  being 
followed,  and  on  the  other  hand,  to  how 
far  the  words  in  the  Bill  are  justified  by 
the  precise  merits  of  the  case.  As  regards 
the  precedent  of  the  Act  of  1894,  although 
I  think  it  is  of  considerable  value  in 
coming  to  a  determination  on  this  ques- 
tion, it  is  by  no  means  the  only  considera- 
tion which  affected  the  Government  in 
introducing  this  provision  into  the  Bill. 
The  noble  Marquis  who  spoke  last  I  think 
somewhat  overstated  the  effect  of  the 
qualification  which  exists  in  that  Bill 
In  speaking  of  the  damage  which  the 
landlord  was  likely  to  sustain,  he  used 
the  word  "  severance."  Now  there  is 
nothing  whatever  that  I  am  aware  of  in 
this  Bill  to  prevent  extra  compensation 
being  given  on  grounds  of  severance  by 
the  arbitrator.  The  case  is  similar  in 
regard  to  other  indirect  damage  which 
may  be  sustained,  and  it  is  simply  on 
this  one  question  of  10  per  cent,  in  relation 
to  compulsory  purchase  that  the  pre- 
cedent of  the  Act  of  1894  is  followed. 
The  noble  Earl,  Lord  Dunraven,  based 
his  argument  in  favour  of  this  Amend- 
ment on  the  cireumstance  that  the 
vendor  under  this  Act  must  always  be 
taken  to  be  an  unwilling  seller.  I 
should  think  in  a  large  proportion  of 
instances  that  is  by  no  means  the  case. 
In  many  cases  the  sale  is  a  great  advantage 
to  the  estate,  and  if  some  extra  payment 
is  to  be  made  on  accoimt  of  the  alleged 
compulsion,  I  confess  I  am  not  able  to 
understand  the  reason  for  it.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  ten  per  cent,  has 
been  put  on  in  certain  cases,  and  it  is 
very  familiar  to  all  those  of  your  Lord- 
ships who  sit  in  the  Committee  rooms 
upstairs.  It  does  not,  however,  possess 
the  sanctity  of  the  Ten  Commandments, 
and  in  this  country  it  has  been  very  much 
abused.  I  believe  there  have  been  many 
instances  where  the  ten  per  cent,  has 
been  given  as  a  mere  matter  of  form, 
where  no  compensation  was  morally  claim- 
able on  the  grounds  of  compulsory 
acquisition.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  am  afraid  that  we  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment  which  has  been  moved  by 
the  noble  Lord,  and  we  must  divide  the 
House  against  it. 

Lord  LONDONDERRY  said  the  noble 
Earl  had  not  proved  that  there  was  any- 
thing of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the  Bill 
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which  he  was  asking  the  Bouse  to 
accept.  He  reminded  the  House  that 
under  the  various  Bills  which  had  been 
passed,  the  land  had  passed  into  the 
possession  of  occupiers,  and  in  taldng 
the  course  they  were  adopting  that  night 
they  were  defending  those  who  had 
recently  purchased  their  holdings,  and 
were  declining  to  allow  them  to  have 
taken  from  them  compulsorily  their  land 
which  they  had  just  acquired  on  favour- 
able terms  under  the  Purchase  Acts. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  those  who  were 
taking  advantage  of  the  principles  of 
the  Bill  two  or  three  years  ago,  were 
anxiously  waiting  for  the  time  to  come 
when  they  would  become  owners  of  their 
holdings,  and  they  would  look  forward 
with  great  dismay  at  having  signed 
agreements  and  afterwards  finding  that 
before  they  had  actuaUy  acquired  their 
holdings,  it  was  possible  that  portions 
of  them  might  be  taken  from  them 
for  the  purpose  of  labourers  cottages. 
Therefore,  in  taking  the  action  they  did 
that  night,  the  Opposition  were  guarding 
the  interests  of  those  who  were  to  be 
the  future  owners  of  the  land  which  they 
occupied.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say 
that  10  per  cent,  had  not  always  been  the 
custom  m  Ireland.  It  always  had  been 
the  custom,  and  it  had  been  an  under- 
tood  thing,  and  if  that  was  so,  and  if 
it  had  been  so  for  years  past,  and  had 
been  recognised  not  as  one  of  the  Ten 
Commandmants,  but  as  an  unwritten 
law  why  was  the  arbitrator  to  be  arbi- 
trarily forbidden  from  giving  what  he 
thought  was  right  in  the  case  of  disputes 
in  order  to  recoup  those  whose  land 
was  compulsorily  taken  from  them. 
He  believed  that  everybody  regretted 
parting  with  their  land,  and  he  thought 
the  landowners  of  Ireland  in  acquiescing 
in  the  sale  of  their  land  as  they  had  done 
had   taken   that   course   becaiise   they 


thought  it  was  in  the  interests  of  thfr 
cotmtry,  and  the  sacrifices  they  had 
made  were  extremely  great.  When 
they  were  told  that  they  were  to  intro- 
duce  still  more  compulsory  taking  of 
land  <^han  at  present  existed,  he  must 
utterly  decline  to  associate  himself  with 
any  measure  which  would  have  such  an 
effect.  He  trusted  the  day  was  far  dis- 
tant when  they  would  see  the  piincipl» 
of  the  compulsory  sale  of  land  extended 
throughout  Ireland,  and  it  would 
always  be  quoted  to  their  discredit  if 
they  allowed  a  clause  such  as  this  to 
pass  without  criticism,  or  without 
showing  their  disapproval  of  it.  Those 
who  held  land  in  Ireland  would  regret 
it  in  the  future  if  they  allowed  this 
proposal  to  become  law. 

Thb  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE 
said  the  noble  Lord  had  rather  sug- 
gested that  by  this  Amendment  they 
were  claiming  something  that  was  urfa'r. 
He  said  that  whatever  percentage  was- 
given  woidd  only  be  given  in  cases  of  com- 
pulsory purchase,  and  that  hundreds- 
of  cases  would  not  be  compulsory 
at  alL  Not  one  single  case  that  was  not 
compulsory  would  come  under  the  pro- 
posal which  this  Amendment  put  for- 
ward. Therefore  he  claimed  that  the 
custom  would  not  apply.  He  wished 
to  enforce  what  had  been  said  before,  that 
they  were  not  asking  for  10  per  cent, 
and  they  were  not  asking  for  anything 
except  that  the  arbitrators  should  be 
allowed  to  judge  whether  something, 
should  be  given  or  not.  He  did  not  think 
that  that  was  an  unreasonable  thing  at  al 
to  ask  for. 

On  Question,  whether  the  sub-section 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the- 
clause,  their  Lordships  divided: — Con- 
tents, 32 ;  not'Contents,  86. 
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The  Eabl  op  DONOUGHMORE  said 
he  considered  that  sub-clause  1 1  was  more 
iniqnitoas  than  the  one  which  had  just 
been  thrown  out.  The  sub-clause  as 
it  stood  would  work  as  follows  :  They 
woold  sell  a  plot  of  land,  and  it  would 
be  taken  from  them  compiilsorily,  the 
price  would  be  fixed,  and  then  when  the 
whole  thing  had  gone  through  the  ordinary 
official  channels,  the  money  would  be 
paid  into  Court  and  it  would  then  be  the 
duty  of  the  vendor  to  get  that  money  out 
of  the  Court  after  proving  title.  He 
would  not,  however,  get  his  costa  from  the 
district  council,  or  at  any  rate,  he  could 
not  get  more  of  his  costs  from  the  district 
council  than  £10.  He  thought  that  was 
an  iniquitous  proposaL  They  might  be 
told  that  this  was  a  very  small  transaction, 
and  that  the  district  council  in  the  public 
interest  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  spend 
more  than  £10  in  costs.  It  would,  how- 
ever, cost  a  vendor  very  much  more, 
because  he  would  have  to  prove  title  in 
regard  to  that  one  part  of  his  estate,  and 
he  would  have  to  prove  title  every  time 
one  of  those  small  plots  was  sold.  He 
could  net  understand  from  what  motive 
of  jostice  this  provision  had  been  put 
mto  the  BilL    He  had  obtained  a  couple 


of  opinions  from  distinguished  lawyers 
in  Dublin  upon  this  point,  and  one 
of  them,  Mr.  Connor,  K.C.,  said  he 
considered  that  this  limitation  of  costs  was 
absolutely  tmjust,  because  it  cost  just  as 
much  to  prove  title  for  £100  as  it  did  for 
lOs.  Surely,  if  land  was  to  be  taken 
compulsorily,  the  least  that  could  be 
done  was  to  see  that  the  owner  was 
indenmified  as  to  costs.  If  the  owner 
had  to  spend  perhaps  £150  in  order  to 
get  £100  out  of  Court,  that  was  an  absolute 
denial  of  justice.  The  other  opinion 
went  to  show  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible that  the  costs  in  these  cases 
would  not  exceed  £10.  The  only  possible 
result  of  this  sub-clause,  as  far  as  he 
could  see,  would  be,  that  there  would  be 
numbers  of  small  sums  paid  into  Court, 
and  it  would  not  be  worth  the  while  of 
landowners  to  pay  the  costs.  He  did 
not  ask  that  the  whole  costs  should 
always  be  paid  to  the  vendor,  but  he  did 
not  think  he  would  be  acting  unreasonably 
by  asking  that  the  matter  should  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 
Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  7,  line  41,  after  the  word  '  pounds,' 
to  insert  *  unless  the  Court  nhall  otheiwise 
order.' " — (The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 
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Lord  DENMAN  said  that  a  similar 
Amendment  was  moved  in  another 
place  and  refused,  and  therefore  it  was 
only  consistent  that  he  shovdd  raise 
some  objection  to  it  now.  He  did  so 
more  particularly  on  the  grounds  that 
he  had  stated  before,  namely,  that  the 
whole  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  reduce  the 
•expense  of  these  proceedings.  What 
would  happen  was  that  the  district 
coimcils  would  be  mulcted  in  considerable 
sums  when  they  might  not  have  been  at 
any  great  fault  in  the  matter,  and  it  was 
because  the  Government  wanted  to  reduce 
the  expenditure  that  they  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment  of  the  noble 
Lord  in  this  case.  It  was  not  a  matter 
to  which  the  Government  attached  any 
very  great  importance,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  respectfully  asked  the  noble 
Lord  not  to  press  this  particular  Amend- 
ment upon  the  House.     ; 

The    Earl    op     DONOUGHMORE 

said  his  case  for  pressing  this  Amend- 
ment was  furnished  by  the  speech  which 
had  just  been  delivered.  The  object 
•of  this  clause,  it  was  claimed,  was  to 
make  it  cheaper  for  the  district  councils, 
and  the  extra  cost  over  £10  was  to 
come  out  of  the  landlord's  pocket. 
That  was  a  great  injustice,  and  he  should 
certainly   press   the   Amendment. 


♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  I  am  not 
surprised  that  the  noble  Earl  presses 
this  Amendment,  and  we  shall  not  resist 
it.  I  may  say,  however,  that  so  far  as  I 
was  concerned,  I  was  not  greatly  im- 
pressed by  the  authority  of  the  two 
distinguished  gentlemen  whose  opinions 
the  noble  Earl  read  to  the  House.  They 
were  the  opinions  of  two  gentlemen 
belonging  to  the  legal  profession,  and  I 
think  the  House  will  agree  with  me  that 
that  argument,  coming  from  the  source 
it  did,  is  not  a  very  strong  one,  because 
the  desire  and  temptation  to  cheapen 
this  land  of  procedure  appeals  less  to 
the  legal  profession  than  to  any  other. 
We  will  not,  however,  resist  the  noble 
Earl's  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to' 
Clause  11,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


I  ■'Lord  CLONBROCE  said  the  object 
of  the  new  clause  he  proposed  was  to 
provide  that  a  person  should  be  dis- 
qualified for  being  elected  a  member  of 
the  district  council  if  he  was  the  tenant 
to  that  council  in  respect  of  a  cottage  on 
any  land  provided  under  the  Labourers 
Acts.  He  thought  their  Lordships 
would  readily  see  that  it  was  necessary 
to  introduce  a  disqualification  of  this 
kind,  because  such  a  case  had  arisen. 
He  begged  to  move  the  new  clause 
standing  in  his  name. 

New  clause — 

"  A  person  shall  be  disqualified  for  being 
elected,  or  chosen,  or  being  a  member  of  a 
district  council  if  he  is  the  tenant  to  that 
council  of  a  cottage  or  any  land  provided 
ander  the  Labourers  Acts.  If  any  snch 
person  shall  become  such  tenant  when  a 
member  of  any  such  council  his  seat  shall  be, 
iptofaeto,  vacated."— (ionJ  Clonbroek.) 

Brought  up  and  read  1*. 

Moved,  "That  the  clause  be  read  2*." 

Lord  DENMAN  said  the  Government 
were  not  in  a  position  to  accept  this 
Amendment  because  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  any  precedent  for  it.  They 
had,  during  the  debate,  been  frequently 
warned  of  the  danger  of  accepting  pro- 
posals without  precedents,  but  the  noble 
Lord  by  this  Amendment  would  be 
creating  a  precedent. 

Lord  DUNRAVEN  said  it  would 
disqualify  the  whole  countryside. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  that  under 
the  circumstances  he  would  not  press 
his  Amendment. 

New  clause,  by  leave,   withdrawn. 

Clause  12  agreed  to. 

Clause  13:— 

Lord  MAYO  said  that  this  clause 
provided  that  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
salary  was  to  be  reduced  by  £3,000. 
He  wished  to  ask  the  Government  if 
any  arrangement  had  been  made  for 
this  imder  the  financial  provisions  of 
this  Bill.    The  sum  might  be  put  upon 
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the  Derelopment  Grant,  and  he  should 
like  to  know  therefore  that  this  sum  had 
been  secured  for  the  Bill. 

LoBD  DENMAN  said  he  understood 
that  one  of  the  judgeships  had  already 
been  suspended.  It  was  £3,000  a  year. 
Another  would  be  suspended  shortly, 
sod  the  Lord  Chancellor's  salary  would  be 
reduced  by  £2,000  or  £3,000.  He  under- 
stood that  the  assent  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor had  already  been  obtained  to  the 
Teducti(m.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
any  fear  whatever  of  the  sum  in  question 
coming  out  of  the  Irish  Development 
Grant. 

Clause  13  agreed  to. 

Clauses  15,  16  and  17  agreed  to. 

Clause  18 : — 

Thk  Mabqoess  of  LONDONDERRY 
Slid  there  was  annually  paid  in  Ireland 
£•36,811,  caUed  the  Exchequer  contribu- 
tion, in  aid  of  the  cost  of  building  labourers 
cottages.  Under  that  grant  £2,466  was 
paid  to  Antrim,  £2,026  to  county  Down, 
£1,074  to  county  Arma(;h,  and  £811  to 
County  Fermanagh.  He  did  not  think 
those  four  counties  had  taken  advantage  of 
the  grants  allotted  to  them,  but  it  was 
rather  hard  upon  them  now  by  this  Bill 
to  deduct  £6,000  a  year  from  the  grant  it 
ms  proposed  to  distribute.  To  a  certain 
extent  the  counties  had  only  themselves 
to  blame,  but,  knowing  that  part  of 
Ireland  very  well  from  experience,  he 
thought  these  counties  ought  not  to  be 
thus  deprived  under  a  Bill  which  was 
intended  to  benefit  the  labourers.  Un- 
doubtedly agriculture  in  that  part  of 
Ulster  was  being  steadily  developed. 
Farming  there  was  of  an  extremely 
high  class,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
an  improvement  if  the  labourers  were 
givea  the  advantages  intended  for  them. 
If  the  noble  Lord  responsible  for  the 
measure  would  consider  the  question 
before  it  came  up  on  report  and  consider 
how  these  counties  were  going  to  be 
deprived  in  the  future,  he  would  be  per- 
fectly satiafied, 

*The  Eari.  op  CREWE  said  he  was 

afraid  he  could  not  give  an  answer  to  the 
noble  Marquses  which    would    be    con- 

YOL  CLXIL    [Fourth  Sbrihs.] 


sidered  satis&ctory.  AO  attempts  to  alter 
the  financial  provisions  of  the  Bill  in  any 
way  would  really  be  fatal  to  it.  This 
matter  was  discussed  at  full  length  by 
Lord  Dunraven  upon  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill,  and  it  was  generaUy  admitted 
that  the  Government,  in  adopting  such 
a  form  of  allocation,  had  done  their 
best  to  arrive  at  an  equitable  solution 
of  the  question.  As  matters  now  stood, 
the  residue  of  the  exchequer  contribu- 
tion was  divided  between  the  difEerent 
counties  in  proportion  to  their  shares  of 
the  Irish  Probate  Grant.  That  depended 
upon  the  extent  of  roads  in  the  area, 
a  fact  which  clearly  could  have  no 
bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  pro- 
vision of  labourers'  houses.  It  certainly 
did  seem  generally  equitable  that,  in 
considering  how  the  provision  was  to  be 
divided  in  the  future,  some  account 
should  be  taken,  in  allowing  cottages 
to  be  built  on  a  cheaper  scale,  of  the 
previous  operations  of  such  counties 
as  had  already  built  them.  If  that 
were  not  done  there  would  bo  a  marked 
injustice  to  counties  which  had  gone  to 
considerable  expense,  which  after  all 
could  not  be  recouped^  It  was  generally 
agreed  that  they  could  not  devote 
any  portion  of  this  grant  to 
recouping  counties  which  had  built 
in  the  past.  The  only  way  in  which 
they  coidd  be  recouped  was  by  the 
plan  in  the  clause  under  consideration. 
When  the  noble  Lord  said  this  was  hard 
upon  the  four  coimties,  he  dared  to  say 
that  it.  might  be  in  a  sense.  They  had 
very  large  arrears  to  make  up,  and  it  was 
possible  that  fewer  cottages  might  be 
built  there  than  otherwise,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  they  would  under  the  Bill 
get  the  full  benefit  of  the  extremely  rea- 
sonable terms  which  it  provided,  and 
he  therefore  hoped  that  there  would 
not  be  much  reason  for  the  labourers 
in  those  counties  to  sufier  any  real 
detriment  by  the  allocation  proposed. 

The  Marquess  op  LONDONDERRY 
said  the  noble  Earl  talked  about 
counties  being  recouped,  but  there 
was  no  question  in  his  mind  about 
their  being  recouped.  He  understood 
that,  owing  to  a  smaller  number  of 
cottages  being  built  in  Ulster  and  else- 
where, that  the  greater  part  of  the 
grant  would  be  taken  away.     Antrim, 
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instead  of  receiving  £2,466,  would 
receive  about  £400 ;  County  Down, 
instead  of  receiving  £2,206,  about  £300, 
and  he  believed  that  the  other  counties 
would  receive  sums  reduced  in  propor- 
tion. It  was  not  a  question  of  recouping 
them,  but  one  of  their  receiving  so  much 
less. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  said  that, 
when  he  spoke  of  recouping,  he  spoke 
of  recouping  those  counties  which  had 
already  built  cottages,  and  not  of  the 
four  counties  in  question.  They  could  not 
be  recouped.  They  were  being  deprived 
of  a  certain  share  of  their  grant. 

Clause  18  agreed  to. 

Clause  19:— 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE 
proposed  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  or  by  a  son  of  any  such  labourer" 
in  line  35  on  page  10.  The 
inclusion  of  those  words  in  the  clause 
could,  to  his  mind,  only  have  two  results. 
They  would  enable  labourers — and  they 
were  cute  enough  to  find  out  very  quickly 
how — to  avoid  the  proviso  which  followed 
at  the  end  of  the  clause  which  was  put  in 
in  another  place  by  His  Majesty's 
Government.  All  the  labourer  had  to  do 
was  to  give  up  his  tenancy  to  his  son. 
There  was  a  far  more  serious  result  which 
the  retention  of  the  words  might  have.  It 
might  result  in  a  lot  of  people  getting  the 
benefit  of  the  A  ts  who  were  not  agri- 
cultural labourers  at  all,  and  that  was 
not  the  object  of  the  Labourers  Act. 
The  local  postman,  the  attendant  at  the 
local  workhouse,  or  the  artisan  working 
in  the  town  close  by  might  say  he  wanted 
the  benefits  of  the  section  because  he 
was  the  son  of  a  labourer.  Thus  they 
would  have  a  large  increase  of  uneco- 
nomic holdings  without  the  compensating 
advantage  of  getting  labourers  back  to 
the  land.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  take  the  words 
out  of  the  clause. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  10,  line  36,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
'or  by  the  son  of  any  such  labourer.'" — {The 
Eari  of  Donoughmore.) 

Lord  DENMAN  said  the  words  should 
stand    as    they   appeared    in    the    Bill. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 


There  were  instances  where  labourers 
might  be  old  and  beyond  work,  and 
where  their  sons  would  have  to  work 
for  thcim ;  it  was  rather  hard  to  say 
that  they  should  be  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  Bill.  It  was  not  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  however,  and  they 
had  no  intention  of  dividing  the  House 
upon  it.  StiU,  he  hoped  the  noble  Earl 
would  allow  the  clause^to  remain  as  it 
stood. 

Earl  DONOUGHMORE:  I  would 
ratherjhave  it  out. 

TheJEarl  op  CREWE:  I|am  sorry 
to^see  tiie  noble  Earl  is  not  more  devoted 
to  the  hereditary  principle. 

The    Earl    op    DONOUGHMORE 
I  apologise  to  the  noble  Earl  for  becoming 
a  Radical. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE 
said  he  now  wished  to  ask  their  Lordships 
to  put  back  in  the  BiU  a  provision 
originally  included.  The  provision  read — 

"  And  that  the  applicant  has  paid  all  rent 
due  by  him  in  respect  of  such  tenancy." 

He  thought  it  was  reasonable  to  say 
that  a  man  should  not  receive  the  benefits 
of  the  clause  unless  he  had  paid  his  rent 
up  to  date  like  an  honest  man.  He 
found  some  difficulty  in  imagining  why 
the  words  were  struck  out.  It  had  been 
put  before  him  that  the  landlord  ould 
look  after  himself,  but  he  did  not  tixink 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  would 
be  moved  by  such  a  motive.  He  thought 
such  a  case  necessitated  the  inclusion 
of  the  words  which  were  originally  in 
the  Bill,  and  he  therefore  begged  to 
move  that  they  be  inserted. 

Amendment   moved — 

"  In  page  10,  line  37,  after  the  word  '  made 
to  insert  the  words  '  and  that  the  applicant 
has  paid  all  rent  due  by  him  in  respect  of  such 
tenancy.'  "—(The  Eari  of  Donoughmore.) 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE  said  he  did 
not  propose  to  resist  the  action  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  matter,  though  he 
did  not  think  the  clause,  as  it  stood, 
by  any  means  unreasonable. 
On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to 
Clause  19,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
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Clauses  20  to  23  agreed  to. 
Clause  24  :— 


LoBD  INCHIQUIN  said  that  Oause  24 
was  an  extraordinary  one.  Some  25,000 
cottages  were  proposed  to  be  bviilt  and 
placed  on  portions  of  land  to  be  taken 
from  various  estates,  and  in  them  were 
to  be  placed  labourers  not  necessarily 
fiom  the  estate  on  which  they  stood. 
These  labourers  were  to  be  given  the 
riglit  to  cat  turf  on  the  estate  on  which 
their  cottages  stood.  The  estate  might 
mean  20,000  or  30,000  acres,  and  a  part 
of  it  might  be  miles  away  from  the  cottage, 
and  yet  the  labourer  was  to  be  given  the 
right  to  go  and  cut  turf  without  asking 
the  landlord's  or  anybody's  leave.  The 
tenants  had  to  ask  the  landlord's  sanction 
unless  the  right  was  part  of  their  agree- 
ment when  they  took  over  the  tenancy. 
The  clause  gave  the  tenant  of  every 
district  cottage  the  right  to  cut  turf  on 
the  estate  on  which  the  cottage  happened 
to  stand.  Surely  that  must  be  a  mistake. 
It  had  certainly  been  put  into  the  Bill 
without  consideration.  A  great  many 
bogs  in  Ireland  were  small,  and  there 
m  already  barely  sufficient  to  support 
the  cottagers  in  them,  yet  they  were 
giving  these  thousands  of  additional  men 
the  right  to  cut.  The  Amendment  he  had 
put  down  on  the  Paper  left  it  open  to  the 
owners  to  give  permission.  He  was  told 
that  some  mistake  had  been  made,  and 
that  the  clause  only  referred  to  estates 
bought  under  the  Land  Purchase  Act. 
U  that  was  so,  neither  the  clause  nor  the 
Bni  said  anything  about  it.  As  the 
Bill  stood,  it  was  the  most  bare-faced 
robbery  that  he  had  ever  seen.  It  was 
merely  taking  the  bog  and  giving  it  to 
an  outside  man,  whom  the  owner  had 
not  placed  on  his  land  and  whom  pro- 
bably he  did  not  want.  It  seemed  to  him 
a  most  onfair  proceeding  altogether,  and 
he  was  strongly  opposed  to  it  unless  sotne 
explanation  could  be  given.  It  would 
only  make  the  clause  exceedingly 
involved,  and  would  involve  Amend- 
ments ftirther  on  to  make  it  apply  only 
to  estates  bought  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  make  some  altera- 
tion to  meet  the  case. 

Amendment   moved — 

"Innwell, line  39,  after  'Council'  insert 
'Praridedthat  the  ownar  of  the  esUte  has 
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consented  to  his  being  so  deemed."— (£onf 
IndUquin.) 

Lord  DENMAN  said  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  meet  the  case  by  the  insertion  of 
the  words — 

"  In  osaes  of  estates  sold  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Act." 

LoBD  INCHIQUIN  :  That  will  require 
an  addition  as  well,  and  I  prefer  practi- 
cally the  same  words  placed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Clau.se. 

Lord  DENMAN :  As  we  are  all 
agreed  upon  the  principle,  could  we  not 
settle  it  at  a  later  stage  to-morrow  t 

Lord  INCHIQUIN:   It  will  require 

a  further  Amendment  after  the  word 
"  allotment."  You  will  have  to  put  in 
"  oa  such  estate."  Perhaps  the  noble 
Lord  will  redraft  the  whole  thing. 

Lord  DENMAN:  I  will  undertake 
to  do  so. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  was 
not  sure  that  the  Government  had  any 
clear  idea  in  their  own  mind  as  to  what 
was  meant.  Where  was  the  turf  to 
come  from  and  who  owned  it  ?  He 
could  quite  understand  that  a  man 
wanted  turf  to  light  his  fire,  and  every- 
one wanted  to  give  it  him,  but  he  wanted 
to  know  the  meaning  of  the  clause  as  it 
stood.  Who  was  the  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty in  which  the  turbary  was  to  be 
found  ?  It  was  certainly  not  the  District 
Council,  which  had  only  bought  an  acre 
of  land.  It  must  therefore  he  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  surrounding  property. 
His  noble  friend  said  it  was  reasonable 
to  give  the  owner  of  the  surrounding  pro- 
perty whose  turf  it  was  proposed  to  take 
an  opportunity  of  looking  in  and  saying 
whether  he  agreed.  It  was  a  reasonable 
proposal  made  in  no  spirit  of  hostility  to 
any  poor  labourer  getting  turf. 

*The  Earl  op  CREWE  said  he 
gathered  that  the  noble  Lord  was  satisfied 
with  the  Government's  proposal. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  :    Not  entirely. 

*Thb  Earl  of  CREWE  said  that  pro- 
vision was  made  whereby  the  tenant  of 
the  district  council  would  be  able  to  get 
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Mb  share  of  whatever  turf  was  going  on 
the  estate  ;  but  if  the  landlord  sold  (^reot 
to  the  tenant  he  could  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  he  pleased. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  was  not 
sure  that  he  had  made  his  meaning  dear. 
He  was  afraid  that  there  was  no  clear 
idea  underlying  the  cunning  hands  of  the 
draftsman  when  he  put  in  ^ese  five  lines. 
He  could  understand  that  if  the  district 
council  became  the  owners  of  the  estate, 
they  got  not  only  the  cottage  and  the 
acre  of  land,  but  the  turbary  as  their  own 
property ;  but  that  was  not  iha  question. 
The  clause  only  dealt  with  the  narrow 
case  of  the  district  council  having  ac- 
quired the  cottage  and  the  acre  of  land, 
and  they  suggested  that  somebody  was 
to  provide  that  acre  of  land  and  the 
turbary.  His  noble  friend  did  not  object 
to  the  benevolence  of  the  idea,  but  he 
wanted  the  owner  to  have  a  look  in  before 
it  was  decided. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  that  a  man, 
on  selling  his  property,  including  turbary 
to  his  tenants,  might  keep  a  large  portion 
of  a  bog  in  his  own  hands,  for  snipe 
shooting  and  other  purposes.  It  ought 
to  be  made  clear  that  the  tenant  of  a 
labourers  cottage  should  not  have  the 
right  to  go  and  cut  tnrf  there. 

The  Eakl  of  MAYO  :  Might  we  have 
the  exact  words  of  the  (Jovernment's  pro- 
posal ? 

Lord  DENMAN  :  May  I  bring  them 
up  on  Report  ? 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  that 
when  a  certain  amount  of  turbary  went 
to  a  certain  amount  of  holding,  a 
portion  of  that  holding  was  taken  for 
the  labourer  with  a  portion  of  turbary. 
He  did  not  know  whether  that  was  the 
idea  of  the  Bill,  but  it  seemed  to  him  a 
rather  sensible  idea. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEE  i 
I  understand  the  noble  Lord  withdraws  ? 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  did  not 
think  it  would  do  the  Government  any 
harm  to  consider  the  Amendment  and 
see  if  they  could  not  make  the  clause 
better  on  Report. 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


Lord  BARRYMORE  said  that  the 
simplest  and  most  natural  way  would  be 
to  cut  the  clause  out  altogether  for  the 
present  and  to  bring  up  a  new  cl&uae  on 
report  so  that  they  could  understand  and 
agree  to  it. 

The  Earl  OF  CREWE  :  Wehaveaaid 
aU  the  time  that  we  wiU  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  :  I  am  not  quite 
satisfied. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE:  The  noble 
Lord  is  not  satisfied  with  hia  own  Amend- 
ment. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN:  I  am  quite 
willing  to  accept  it  for  the  time  being  and 
to  have  the  clause  re-drafted.  The  clause 
is  a  bad  one.  I  have  consulted  two  or 
three  legal  minds,  and  they  are  unable 
to  understand  it. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  it  was  a 
qiiestion  of  bringing  meaning  oat  of 
obscure  words.  His  npble  friend  wished 
to  bring  some  order  o'at  of  'chaos.  His 
Amendment  did  that,  and,  if  it  did  not 
quite  carry  out  the  view  of  the  (Jovern- 
ment,  they  could  look  at  it  and  suggest 
further  words. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE :  That  is  just 
the  course  we  propose. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  24,  as  amended,,  agreed  to. 

Clause  25 : 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  said  that  under 
Section  3  of  the  Labourers  Act  (Ireland) 
1886,  no  site  could  be  taken  compulsorily 
unless  laud  immediately  adjoined  or  was 
accessible  from  an  existing  road.  There 
were  hundreds  of  farms  throughout  the 
country  that  were  not  accessible  from 
the  public  roads,  and  of  course  it  was 
not  fair  to  cut  them  out  of  the  Bill.  He 
hardly  thought  it  would  be  fair  to  leave 
the  words  "  over  which  a  public  or 
private  right  of  way  exists."  because 
that  might  mean  only  a  footpath.  He 
thought  his  Amendment  to  add  the  words 
"  for  carts  and  other  vehicles"  would  be 
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perfectly  fair.  It  would  be  s  giea#iiijiistioe  i  to  the  cost,  but  it  was  a  matter  of  no 


to  a  fanner  to  have  labourers  cottages  put 
i^t  inside  the  farm  a  long  way  from  the 
lii^  road  and  where  there  Was  no  right 
of  ^nj  except  for  a  footpath,  and  if  the 
woids  he  proposed  were  added,  it  would 
make  it  much  easier  and  save  disagree- 
mtnts,  fights,  and  most  likely  broken 
heads. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  Id  page  12,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  exints ' 
tn  inrert  the  words  'for  om^m  and  other 
rehides,'  "—(TIU  Earl  of  Mayo). 

Lord  DENMAN  said  the  Government 
recognised  the  fairness  of  what  the  noble 
Lend  had  said,  and  they  would  be  glad  to 
ueept  the  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Cbuae  25,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

CUuses  36  and  27  agreed  to. 

Tm  Eakl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
lioped  the  Gk)venimeBt  would  view 
f&vooiably  the  new  clause  he  had  down 
on  the  Paper.  They  did  not  want  a 
survey  or  any  elaborate  paraphernalia. 
What  they  wanted  was  eiUier  a 
sheet  of  tJM  Ordnance  Map  with  a  red 
mark  diowing  where  it  was  proposed  that 
the  cottage  should  be  or  a  tracing  of  the 
map.  A  rongh  plan  would  enable  them 
to  see  where  it  was  proposed  that  the 
lite  should  be  taken  and  would  save 
them  going  to  the  Union;  whioh  was 
very  oftoi  a  considerable  distance  from 
die  agent's  office.  It  would  save  time, 
and  he  hoped  Hie  Government  would  give 
them  the  provision  which  would  con- 
siderably oU  the  wheels  of  the    Bill. 

Sew  CSauae — 

"ntenotieeofajiy  propoeed  ecbeme  served 
npon  the  owner  or  ocouiiier  of  any  Und 
propgael  to  be  taken  otherwika  than  by  agree- 
ment (hall  have  attached  thereto  a  map  or 
plan,  mlEdait  to  enable  the  petMHi  lo  serred 
to  identify  the  portion  of  Una  propoeed  to  be 
w  taken.^"— (7*«  Sari  of  Donougkmore.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  1*. 

Moved,  That  the  Clause  be  read  2*." 

LoKD  DENMAN  said  it  was  possible 
the  proposal  might  add  a  certain  amoimt 


great  moment ;      and  the  Government 
would  be  prepared- to  accept  the  clause. 

On  Question,  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  2\  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Oause  28:— 

Lord  KILLANIN  proposed  to  leave 
out  sub-section  (2).  He  said  that  the 
first  sub-section  of  the  clause  provided 
that  the  district  council  should  make 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  letting 
of  cottages  and  allotments  under  the 
Labourers  Acts  and  for  preventing  any 
undue  pielerence  in  the  letting  thereof, 
and  generally  for  carrying  the  provision 
of  such  Acts  into  effect.  The  second 
subsection  went  on  to  say  that  prefe- 
rence should  be  given  to  agricultural 
labourers  who  had  signed  on  their  own 
behalf  the  representation  on  which  the 
scheme  was  founded,  or  on  whose  behalf 
that  representation  was  made.  He 
could  not  see,  even  if  there  was  some 
merit' in  the  proposal,  why  Parliament 
should  take  upon  itself  to  tell  the  dis- 
trict council  whom  to  prefer.  What  did 
Parliament  know  about  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  or  the  character  of 
the  applicants  ?  As  the  section  stood 
a  man  of  the  very  worst  character  in 
the  district  might  receive  preference. 
The  matter  should  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  district  councils.  His 
Amendment  was  decidedly  on  the  Liberal 
side,  and  he  therefore  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  accept  it.  If  they  did  not, 
he  would  not  press  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  sab-section  {2)." —{Lord 
KiBanin.) 

Lord  DENMAN  said  he  was  afraid 
the  Government  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment.  He  was  informed  that  the 
sub-section  was  most  essential  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  Bill.  It  was  framed  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  those  labourers  who 
really  needed  them  to  get  cottages,  and 
he  hoped,  as  the  Government  had  con- 
ceded a  good  deal,  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  press  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,   by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Clause  28  agreed  to. 

Clause  29  agreed  to. 

Clause  SO:— 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  thought  there 
would  be  no  controversy  about  the 
small  Amendments  he  had  put  down 
on  the  Paper  to  Clause  30.  The  clause 
enabled  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  make  regulations.  He  did  not  object ; 
but  he  wished  to  insert  words  to  pro- 
vide against  any  complaint  concerning 
anything  in  the  numerous  clauses. 

Amendments    moved — 

"In  pag«  13,  line  18,  after  the  word  '  may,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,' ;  In  page  13,  line  20,  after  the 
word  '  may,'  to  insert  the  words  '  the  Local 
Government  Board,  after  consultation  with  the 
President  of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society, 
may  make  rules  on  the  subject,  as  aforesaid.' " 
— {Lord  AtMmume.) 

Lord  DENMAN  said  that  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  he  accepted  both 
the  Amendments  proposed. 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  30,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  31  :— 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  his  next 
Amendment  was  really  consequential. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  13,  line  32  to  leave  out  the  words 
of  an  inspector.'  "—{Lord  AsMmurtie.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  31,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  32  agreed  to. 

Clause  33:— 

The  Earl  op  MAYO  said  he  could  not 
understand  what  sub-section  (2)  of  clause 
33  meant.  It  would  extend  a  most 
pernicious  system,  which  he  was  sorry 
to  say  existed  in  some  parts  of  Ireland. 
He  could  not  see  any  case  where  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  man  should 
be  told  he  could  have  a  garden  half 


of  which  was  forty  yards  away  and  the 
other  half  a  mile  away.  He  imagined 
that  a  labourer  would  like  to  have  a 
garden  adjoining  his  cottage,  and  there- 
fore he  should  like  the  Government 
to  accept  his  Amendment  oi  give  some 
strong  reason  why  the  words  were  placed 
in  the  Bill.  They  did  not  want  tenants 
who  had  bought  their  land  to  have 
labourers  with  a  plot  here  and  a  plot 
there. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  14,  line  14,  to  leave  ont  the  words 
'  whether  they  adjoin  or  not.'  "—{The  SaH  ol 
Mayo.)   ■ 

Lord  DENMAN  said  he  could  under- 
stand the  noble  Earl's  objection  to 
several  or  possibly  many  plots,  and  he 
had  a  suggestion  to  make  which  he 
thought  would  meet  this  objection 
If  they  struck  out  the  words  "  or  more" 
after  the  word  "  two  "  it  would  read 
"two  parcels  of  land  whether  they 
adjoin  or  not."  He  hoped  that  would 
meet  the  objection  the  noble  Earl  had 
taken  to  the  clause. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  there  was 
no  vestige  of  principle  in  that  suggestion. 
The  whole  point  of  the  objection  was  that 
the  plot  of  land  should  be  one.  Surely 
it  was  not  desirable  that  it  should  be 
split,  and  be  in  two  places.  The  greatest 
struggle  of  the  Congested  District  Boards 
had  been  to  get  facilities  for  the  union 
of  small  farms,  and  if  they  began  by 
saying  that  the  small  allotment  to  a 
cottage  might  be  divided  and  be  in  two 
pkces,  he  did  not  see  on  what  principle 
they  were  to  stand.  It  would  not  be  wise 
or  prudent. 

Lord  HEMPHILL  said  it  was  not  al- 
ways possible  to  have  the  whole  acre  im- 
mediately adjoining  the  cottage,  and  the 
object  of  the  clause  was  that  in  those 
cases  they  might  still  carry  out  the  policy 
of  the  Bill  and  give  an  acre  of  ground 
to  the  labourer  where  the  whole  acre  could 
not  be  given  in  one  plot ;  there  was  there- 
fore a  provision  by  which  there  might  be 
half  an  acre  adjoining  the  house  and 
the  other  half  acre  in  some  convenient 
place  on  the  estate.  The  clause,  as  it 
originally  stood,  was  too  vague  and 
general,  but    no  injustice  would  result 
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from  itras  proposed  to  be  amended  by 
the  noble  Loid  on  the  Front  Bench. 
That  clearly  was  the  object  of  the  clause, 
becaose  othowise  they  might  defeat  the 
whc4e  policy  of  the  Bill,  which  was  to  give 
a  jaboorer  an  acre  of  land  in  order  that 
he  might  eke  out  his  subsistence. 

Thk  Eabl  or  MAYO  said  they  did  not 
wish  to  defeat  the  poUcy  of  the  Bill  in 
any  way ;  they  were  speaking  in  the 
interests  of  the  labourer.  There  were 
25,000  cottages  to  be  built ;  and  supposing 
there  were  15,000  with  half  an  acre  of 
allotment  distant  from  them,  it  would 
not  be  at  all  right.  The  long  siunmer 
evening  was  the  only  time  the  labourer 
had  got  to  work,  and  if  they  had  two 
plots  the  second  plot  would  remain 
derelict.  They  wanted  to  keep  the 
labourer's  land  round  his  cottage.  He 
dionki  therefore  like  to  adhere  to  hb 
Amendment.  He  could  not  agree  to  leave 
out  the  words  "  or  more." 

*Thk  Earl  op  CREWE  asked  if  he 
might  make  one  more  appeal  to  the  noble 
Lord  not  to  press  his  Amendment.  He 
yielded  to  nobody  in  his  dislike  of  ex- 
ceeave  sub-divisions  of  land,  but  the 
provision  was  designed  to  meet  the 
case  where  it  was  not  possible  at  the 
most  convenient  spot  to  put  down  a 
hoose  to  find  a  full  acre  of  land.  The 
noble  Lord  seemed  to  conclude  that 
the  remaining  portion  would  necess- 
arily be  place  1  at  an  extreme  end  of  an 
immense  estate.  It  was  more  likely 
to  be  as  near  as  possible.  In  the  inter- 
ests of  the  landlords,  it  surely  must 
be  to  the  advantage  of  the  estates  that 
as  many  alternative  sites  as  possible 
should  be  available.  If  they  insisted 
upon  the  full  acre  of  land  being  always 
attached  to  the  house,  they  would 
greatly  limit  the  choice  of  sites,  and 
district  councils  would  be  compelled  to 
apply  for  sites  not  so  agreeable  to  noble 
Lords  and  other  landlords  in  Ireland  as  if 
this  simple  form  of  division  to  which  he 
could  not  see  that  any  mischief  could 
attach  were  adopted.  He  shotdd  like  to 
appeal  strongly  to  the  noble  Earl  not  to 
press  his  Amendment. 

♦LoED  LANSDOWNE  said  the  sub- 
section seemed  a  somewhat  doubtful 
one,  but  he  thought  it  was  desirable  to 


retain  in  it  a  certain  amount  of  elasticity. 
He  understood  that  the  Qovemment  were 
ready  to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  mora ; " 
that  undoubtedly  to  some  extent  met  the 
requirements  of  his  noble  friend ;  and, 
considering  that  on  other  points  the 
noble  Lords  had  met  them  not  unfairly, 
he  should  counsel  his  noble  friend  to 
withdraw. 

Amendment  by  leave,  withdrawiL 

*LoRD  LANSDOWNE  asked  how  it 
was  proposed  to  deal  with  the  Bill  on 
the  morrow.  There  were,  he  said,  a 
good  many  clauses  to  be  amended,  and 
they  would  like  to  know  what  oppor- 
tunities they  would  have  of  considering 
them  before  the  Bill  was  further  advanced. 

Lord  DENHAN  said  it  was  hoped 
they  might  take  both  the  Report  and 
Third  Reading  Stages  on  the  morrow.  It 
was  getting  rather  late,  and,  unless  they 
did  so,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
get  the  Royal  Assent  in  Friday. 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE  said 
that  the  Report  Stage  might  be  taken 
at  the  beginning  of  the  sitting,  and  the 
Third  Rewiing  at  the  end.  That  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  studying 
the  clauses,  and  they  would  not  lose  a 
day. 

Lord  DENMAN  : '  We  sh%11  be  g'ad 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  noble 
Earl. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Mar- 
quess of  Ripon)  said  they  were  most 
anxious  to  meet  the  noble  Earl,  but  could 
the  Bill  be  taken  at  the  commencement 
of  the  sitting,  before  the  other  business 
which  was  now  down 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  they  were 
all  anxious  to  do  what  they  could 
to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  Bill. 
He  believed  that  notice  had  to  be 
given  of  Amendments  made  on  the 
Third  Reading,  but  he  suggested  that 
the  Amendments  might  be  handed  to  the 
clerk  at  the  Table,  who  might  get  them 
printed  in  a  couple  of  hours.  He  asked 
if  the  Bill  would  be  circulated  on  the 


morrow. 
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The  Maequess  of  RIPON  said  he 
thought  the  Bill  could  and  would  be 
circulated  by  the  time  the  House  met. 
That  would  give  noble  Lords  an  op- 
portunity of  considering  it  during  the 
sitting. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  The 
Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
To-morrow,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.   191.) 


DEAN  FOREST  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bill 
to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 


DOGS  BILL. 
House    in    Committee    (according    to 
Order). 

Clause  1: — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  1  and  2,  to  leave  out  Sub* 
■eotion  ^.—(BaH  Conington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

•Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLEIGH 
said  the  Amendment  he  desired  to  move 
was  one  desiredby  several  county  coun- 
cils, particularly  those  in  which  there  were 
large  dairies,  and  where  the  chasing  of 
cows  might  produce  injury  at  some 
distant  date.  The  second  section  of  the 
Dogs  Act  of  1871  provided  that  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  might 
take  cognisance  of  a  complaint  that  a 
dog  was  dangerous  and  was  not  kept 
under  proper  control.  If  it  appeared 
to  such  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction 
that  such  dog  was  dangerous  the  Court 
might  make  an  order  directing  that  it 
should  be  kept  under  control  or  des- 
troyed, and,  if  a  person  failed  to  comply 
witii  that  order,  he  should  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  208.  for  every 
day  he  so  failed.  It  was  admitted  in 
the  case  of  sheep  that  it  was  very 
necessary  that  the  clause  should  be  passed, 
and  they  asked  that  a  dog  which  was 


seen  chasing  cattle  might  be  considered 
to  be  a  dangerous  dog  and  might  cor.ie 
under  Section  2  of  the  Act  of  1871. 

Amendment    moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'sheep  and  insert  the  word  'cattle.'" — 
(Lord  Clifford  of  ChtuUeigh.) 

LosD  BARNARD  suggested  that, 
instead  of  saying  cattle  included  horses, 
mules,  asses,  sheep,  goats,  and  swine, 
they  should  adopt  the  words  used  in  the 
title  and  speak  of  live  stock. 

*LoRD  CLIFFORD  observed  that  he 
beEeved  the  definition  given  of  "  cattle  " 
was  almost  word  for  word  the  definition 
given  in  Webster's  dictionary. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  said  he  must 
ask  the  House  to  leave  the  l-word 
"  cattle "  and  not  to  substitute  the 
words  "  live  stock."  He  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment,  but  perhaps 
the  noble  Lord  would  allow  the  clause  to 
read  "  where  a  dog  is  proved  to  have 
injured  cattle  or  chased  sheep."  If  that 
would  satisfy  the  noble  Lord,  he  would 
be  pleased  to  have  the  words  put  in. 

Lord  CLIFFORD:  It  is  not  quite 
what  I  wish,  but  I  shall  be  pleased,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  accept  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment   moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'chased  or'  and  to  insert  the  words  'injure 
oattle  or  chased." — {Eari  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  agreed  to.  ' 

Clause  3 :—  , 

A  Noble  LORD  asked  whether  fox- 
hounds were  included  in  the  legulationa. 
He  foresaw  some  diflSculty  unless  they 
were  excluded.  He  was  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  object  of  Sub-section  (b),  and. 
he  understood  there  were  Departmental 
reasons  for  pressing  it  forward,  but  he 
should  like  the  House  to  have  a  little 
more  time  to  consider  it.  He  also 
asked  how  they  were  going  to  prevent 
dogs  from  straying.  Dogs  were  not 
infrequently  let  loose  for  the  pnrposea 
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of  protectioa,  and  he~  should  be  glad 
to  blow  how  it  was  proposed  to  prevent 
tliat. 

Eabl  CARMNGTON  said  that  fox- 
hounds and  all  sporting  dogs  would 
natmallj  be  exempted  from  wearing 
coliais.  If  a  dog  was  a  stray  dog,  the 
police  took  it  up,  and,  if  nobody  claimed 
it  within  seven  days,  they  put  it  into 
a  lethal  chamber,  where  it  received  merci- 
ful and  perhaps  deserved  death.  Dogs 
let  out  at  night  without  chains  upon 
tbem  came  under  the  category  of  stray 
dogs. 

Amendment    moved — 

"lo  page  3,  line  9,  after  the  word  '  dog,'  to 
insert  the  words  *  so  seized  '  " — {Sari  Sean- 
diamp.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  insert  (6)  The  chief  officer  of  police  of 
s  police  area  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  he  kept, 
one  or  more  registers  of  all  dogs  seized  under 
thia  section  in  that  area  which  are  not  trans- 
ferred to  an  establishment  for  the  reception  of 
stray  dogs.  The  roister  shall  contain  a  brief 
description  of  the  dog,  the  data  of  seizure,  and 
particulars  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  dog 
is  disposed  of,  and  erery  snch  register  shall  be 
open  to  innpection  at  all  reasonable  times  by 
uy  member  of  the  pnblic  on  payment  of  a  fee 
of  one  shilling.  (7)  The  police  shall  not 
dispose  of  any  dog  seized  ander  this  section  by 
transferring  it  to  an  establishment  for  the 
reception  of  stray  does  nnless  a  register  it* 
kept  for  that  establishment  containing  such 
particulars  as  to  dogs  received  in  the  establish- 
ment as  are  above  mentioned,  and  such 
roister  is  open  to  inspection  by  the  pnblic  on 
payment  of  a  fee  not  exceeding  one  shilling." — 
\Sarl  Carrington.) 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  said  he  should 
like  some  provision  beng  put  in  the  BiU 
foe  lethal  chambeis. 

Eabl  CARRINGTON:  I  cannot  do 
that,  but  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord 
that  where  there  lb  no  lethal  chamber 
there  is  always  a  gun  and  pistol 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment    moved — 

"  In  lines  27  and  28  to  leave  out  the  words 
'arising  from  the  sale,  or  receiveil  from  the 
owner,  of  any  dog  in  pursuance  of,'  and  to 
insert  the  words  '  received  l>/  the  police 
under.'  "—{Eari  Cdrrington.) 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Drafting  Amendments  made. 
Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 
Clause  5  : — 

Amendment    moved — 

"In  page  4,linell,toleaTe  oat  the  word  "are 
daly  complied  with  on  the  part  of  and  to  insert 
the  words  '  apply  in  the  case." "— (Jforf  Cammg- 
ton.) 

Oh  Question,  Amendment  agreedjto. 
Cause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  6:— 

Amendment    moved — 

"In  page  4,  line  23,  after  '  any '  to  insert  the 
words  'head  oi."—(Jlaii  CamngUm.) 

Lord  CLIFFORD  asked  for  an  ex- 
planation as  to  the  necessity  of  the 
Amendment,  remarking  that  it  did  not 
make  the  clause  read  at  all  well.  It  did 
not  sound  anatomically  correct. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  said  if^waa 
perfectly  true  that  it  sounded  odd,  bat 
it  was  found  in  previous  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  they  ought  to  have  the  same 
phraseology. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  :— 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN 
asked  if  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  would  admit  an  Amendment 
so  that  the  name  and  address  of  an 
owner  of  a  dog  might  be  inscribed  on  the 
collar  in  Gaelic  characters.  He  saw 
that  a  little  lower  down  there  was  a 
similar  Amendment  to  the  efiect  that 
in  Ireland  the  name  and  address  of  the 
owner  might  be  inscribed  on  the  collar 
in  Irish  characters.  He  wondered  why 
Ireland  was  to  be  put  in  front  of  Scot- 
land, and  where  the  Scottish  Members  of 
Parliament  were  when  the  matter  was 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  asked  whether  the  noble  Lord  would 
have  any  objection  to  the  insertion  of 
an  Amendment  to  that  effect. 
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Eabl  CARRINGTON  said  he  had 
had  no  demand  for  the  Amendment, 
but,  if  the  noble  Earl  was  really  serious 
and  was  expressing  the  wish  of  his  fellow 
countrymen,  he  did  not  see  any  great 
objection  to  it. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  :  As 
the  noble  Lord  says  he  has  no  objection 
to  it  I  do  not  propose  to  move. 

Clause  7  agreed  to. 

Clause  8 : — 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment    moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  19,  after  paragraph  (c),  to 
insert  the  following  i>aragraph  '{d)  Orders 
under  Section  2  of  this  Act  may  permit  the 
name  and  address  of  the  owner  of  the  dog  to 
be  inscribed  in  Irish  characters.'" — (Earl 
CarringUm.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  asked  the  noble 
Earl  to  give  a  sketch  of  how  the 
Amendment  came  to  be  moved  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  asked  if  it 
were  a  brand-new  idea,  whether  the 
Government  divided  upon  it,  and 
whether  it  was  suggested  that  there 
should  be  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  matter. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  said  it  was 
rather  difficult  to  explain,  but  he 
believed  that  the  last  Government 
got  rather"  into  difficulties  with  their 
Irish  supporters  by  refusing  to  allow 
people  to  put  their  names  in  Irish  upon 
their  bread  carts.  Since  the  present 
Government  came  into  power,  that 
difficulty  had  been  met. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  :  I  believe  that 
the  noble  Earl  is  not  right  up  to  date. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  said  he  was 
informed  it  was  so.  The  Amendment 
seemed  very  harmless,  and  it  was  moved 
because  Irish  Members  in  another  place 
urged  that  there  were  districts  in  Ireland 
in  which  the  Irish  language  was  spoken 
and  used.  They  pleaded  for  this  small 
concession,  and  he  could  not  see  that 
there  was  any  great  objection  to  it. 


*LoRD  LANSDOWNE  asked  if  the 
noble  Earl  was  quite  sure  the  Amend- 
ment was  so  harmless  as  he  supposed.  The 
object  of  the  Amendment,  under  which 
dogs  were  to  be  decorated  with  collars 
and  labels,  was  to  enable  the  police  to 
identify  owners  of  dogs.  Was  the  noble 
Earl  quite  satisfied  that  in  all  parts  of 
Ireland  there  was  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  Gaelic  language  among  the  police  to 
enable  them  to  decipher  the  mysterious 
inscription  with  which  the  unfortunat« 
dogs  would  be  labelled.  Unless  it  were 
so,  the  Amendment  was  far  from  hann- 


Earl  CARRINGTON  said  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary did  not  speak  Irish  and  could  not 
read  it.  It  therefore  seemed  very  evident 
that  if  an  Irishman  put  an  Irish  name 
upon  the  collar  of  his  dog,  the  police 
would  not  be  able  to  read  it  or  to  trace 
the  owner,  but  would  keep  the  dog  for 
seven  days,  and  then  would  put  it  into 
a  lethal  chamber  or  shoot  it  through 
the  head.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
get  rid  of  stray  dogs,  and  he  did  not  think 
any  better  plan  could  be  adopted  in 
Ireland  than  to  allow  the  Amendment  to 
go  through. 

♦Lord  LANSDOWNE  said  they  had 
to  provide  against  the  Amendment  in  the 
interests  of  the  dog.  It  was  very  hard 
that  the  dog  should  be  taken  from  its 
"  public  resort "  to  the  lethal  chamber 
simply  because  the  owner  chose  to  have 
his  name  inscribed  upon  its  coUar  in 
characters  which  could  not  be  read. 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE 
pointed  out  that  the  very  reason  juat 
put  forward  by  his  noble  friend  was 
the  reason  given  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  in  another  place  for 
refusing  the  Amendment.  It  refused 
the  Amendment  in  the  interests  of  the 
dog. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  said  the  fact  of 
a  dog  having  an  address  and  the  luune  of 
a  man  upon  its  collar  in  an  unknown 
language  did  not  make  the  dog  less  of  a 
stray  dog.  If  the  dog  were  not  claimed 
within  seven  days.it  would  be  shot  through 
the  head  and  a  very  good  thing  too. 
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On  Queation,  Amendment  negatived.  HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


New  clause : — 

"In  tbia  Act  the  expreaaion  'oattle'  in- 
eludes  hones,  mulea,  ames,  sbeep,  goats  and 
swine."— (.Sorf  Corrington.) 

On  Question,  new  daoae  agreed  to,  and 
added  to  the  Bill 


BILL  OF  EXCHANGE  ACT  (1882) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 


Read 

passed. 


3*  (according  to    older),    and 


ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 

Read    3*   (aoooiding   to    order),    and 

passed. 


DEANERY  OF  MANCHESTER  BILL. 
Otder  of  the  day  lor  Second  Reading 
read. 

Thk  lord  privy  seal  (The 
Mabquess  or  Ripon)  said  the  Bill  was 
one  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the 
salary  of  the  Dean  of  Manchester,  and  it 
resulted  from  the  sale  of  the  late  deanery 
producing  a  larger  sum  than  was  neces- 
sary for  the  erection  of  a  new  deanery.  The 
Bill  provided  for  the  disposal  of  the 
surplus.  It  was  agreed  to  by  the  present 
dew,  and  any  surplus  which  might  be 
found  after  having  paid  the  new  salary 
would  be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Cathedral. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2'  (according  to 
order),  and  committed  to  a  Cojimittee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 


CROWN    LANDS    BILL. 
Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted  to    a   Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2"  on 
Wednesday  next.  (The  Lord  President 
[E.  Crewe]).     (No.  182.) 

Hoote  a'ljonrned  at  a  quarter 
before  One  o'clock  a.m.  till 
a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock 
p.m. 


Monday,  30th  July,  1906. 


The  House  met  at  quarter  before  Three 
of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Macclesfield  and  District  Tramways 
Bill.  Lords  Amendments  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

Poole  Corporation  Water  Bill.  Lords 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

County  of  Durham  Electric  Power 
Supply  (recommitted)  Bill  [Lords].  As 
amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — {Mr.  Cold- 
well.y^King'e  consent  signifiea). 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments. 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments 
[Provisional  Orders  confirmed].  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow. 

London  Squares  and  Enclosures  BiU 
[Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Buckhaven,  Methill,  and  Innerleven 
Burgh  Extension  Bill  [Lords].  Reported, 
with  Amendments  ;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they   have    agreed  to ;    Paisley 
Gas  and  Water  Provisional  Order  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Ground  Game  Bill,  Pontefract  Corpora- 
tion Bill ;  Sutton  District  Water  Bill ; 
Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ; 
with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to — Credlton  Gas  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Kent  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Truro  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Havana 
United  Railways  and  Regla  Warehouses 
Bill  [Lords] ;  without  Amendment. 
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Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill.  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Paisley  Eoads  Order  Confirmation  Bill. 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Meotric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill  [Lords! ;  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill  [I^rds]  ; 
Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[Lord»l ;  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  2)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tramways  'Orders 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].  As  amended, 
considered ;  read  the  third  titne,  and 
passed,  with  Amendments. 

Inverclyde  Bequest  Order  Confirmation 
Bill;  Perth  Corporation  Gas  Order 
Confirmation  Bill.  Considered;  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]  (hy 
Order).  Order  Read,  for  resuming  adf- 
journed  Debate  on  Question  [24th  July], 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third 
time  To-morrow. 


Private  Bills.  Ordered,  That  Standing 
Orders  220  and  246,  relating  to  Private 
Bills,  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

Ordered,  That,  as  regards  Private  Bills 
to  be  returned  by  the  House  of  Lords 
with  Amendments,  such  Amendments 
(if  unopposed)  shall  be  considered  forth- 
with. 


Ordered,  That,  as  regards  Private  Bills 
returned,  or  to  be  returned,  by  the  House 
of  Lords  with  Amendments,  such  Amend- 
ments (if  opposed)  shall  be  considered  at 
such  times  as  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  may  determine. 

Ordered,  That,  when  it  is  intended 
to  propose  any  Amendments  thereto,  a 
copy    of    such    Amendments    shall     be 


deposited  in  the  Private  Bill  OflSce  and 
notice  given  on  the  day  on  which  the 
Bill  shtdl  have  been  returned  from  the 
Lorda.— (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Meant.) 

GREAT  NORTHERN  (IRELAND)  AND 
MIDLAND  RAILWAYS  WI/I* 

As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  said 
this  was  the  Bill  conceraing  which  this 
House,  for  good  and  suflScient  reasoncj,- 
instructed  the  Committee  to  insert  a 
clause  providing  for  open  competition  for 
clerkships.  That  Motion  was  aimed  at 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  of  Ireland, 
and  was  in  no  sense  intended  for  the 
Midland  Company;  but,  of  course,  aa 
both  those  companies  were  promoters,  it 
applied  to  both  alike.  When,  therefore, 
the  Midland  Company  appealed  to  be 
exempted  from  the  clause,  he  con- 
ferred with  his  colleagues,  who  regarded 
their  appeal  as  reasonable,  and  under 
those  circumstances  he  had  given  notice 
of  the  Amendment  standing  in  his  name 
to  omit  the  clause  embodying  the  instruc- 
tion and  the  schedule  applying  thereto. 
With  regard  to  the  Great  Northern 
Company,  he  had  received  the  following 
letter  from  that  company — 

"  6«neral  Manager's  Office,  Dublin, 

Jaly  14th,  1906. 

Referring  to  my  interview  with  yoa  in 
regard  to  facilities  being  afforded  for  the  passing 
of  the  Donegal  Railway  Purchase  Bill  and  this 
Company's  Genera)  Purposes  Bill,  when  you 
desired  some  assurance  tliat  the  scheme  fonnn- 
lated  by  my  directors  would  be  proceeded  with, 
I  am  authorised  to  say  that  the  scheme  pro- 
viding for  the  future  appointments  to  clerk- 
ships on  this  railway  oy  open  competitive 
examination  as  adopted  by  the  directors,  will 
be  submittea  as  a  part  of  tiieir  Report  to  the 
forthcoming  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors ;  that  the  directors  will  use  their  best 
efforts  to  secure  the  acceptance  of  the  scheme, 
and  with  this  view  they  will  use  tiie  proxies 
which  may  be  entrusted  to  them  to  carry  it 
and,  further,  that  the  scheme,  on  being  passed 
and  accepted  by  the  proprietors,  will  m  imme- 
diately put  into  operation. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)    Henry  Plkws." 

That  letter  seemed  to  suggest  that  they 
had  considered  the  advisability  of  allow- 
ing both  the  Great  Northern  and  Midland 
Bill  and  the  Great  Northern  Bill  to  go 
through,  a  course  which  they  had  never 
intended.  In  order  to  clear  up  this 
matter  the  Parliamentary    agents   and 
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the    Great    Noithern     Company    had 
addressed  to  him  the  following  letter : — 
"  Jaly  17th,  1906. 

Referring  to  our  intervieir  with  you  this 
aftenioon,  as  we  understand  the  matter,  the 
arraogements  with  referenoe  to  the  Donegal 
Porchase  Bill  are  independent  of  any  action 
which  yon  and  your  colleagues  may  thinl<  lit 
to  taice  with  regard  to  the  company'*  own 
Bill,  and  we  do  not  understand  that  there  is 
any  agreement  on  your  part  not  to  oppose  the 
latter  either  now  or  at  any  fatore  stage. 

Yonrs  faithfully, 

(Signed)    Dyson  &  Cto." 

The  position  as  regarded  the  Great 
Northern  Bill  was  that  it  had  been  post- 
poned until  October  24th.  He  therefore 
held  it  as  a  hostage  until  after  the  half- 
yearly  meeting  of  the  Great  Northern 
Company.  In  these  circumstances  and 
having  regard  to  the  anxiety  of  the 
Members  and  the  people  of  Donegal  that 
this  Bill  should  go  through,  they  did  not 
see  that  any  good  object  could  be  served 
by  further  delaying  a  Bill  in  which  the 
people  of  Donegal  had  so  much  interest. 
He  had  received  another  letter  from 
Mr.  Plews,  stating  that  there  was  no 
moral  doubt  that  competitive  examina- 
tion would  be  established  by  the  meeting 
of  the  shareholders.  He  moved  that 
Clause  49  and  the  Second  Schedule  be 
omitted  from  the  Bill. 

Amendments  made. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


PETITIONS. 


CANADIAN    CATTLE  (IMPORTATION). 
Petition  from  Llandvssul,  for  prohibi- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Strelly  against;    to  lie 
upcHi  (he  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LKJUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

STREET  BETTING  BILL  [LORDS]. 
Petiticm  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  BOARD. 
Paper    [presented   28th   July]    to    be 
printed.     [No.  291.] 

RAILWAY  RETUi;:;s. 
Copy  OTOsented,  of  Betums  of  the 
Capital,  Traffic,  Receipts,  and  Working 
Expenditure  of  the  Railway  Companies 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  year 
1905  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

COLONIAL  STATISTICS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Tables 
relating  to  British  Colonies,  Possessions, 
and  Protectorates.  Part  XXIX.,  for  the 
year  1904  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  INSPECTORS 
(IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  12th  July  ;  Mr.  Ginnell\ ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Ck)py  presented,  of  Colonial  Report  No. 
488    (Gold    Coast,   Annual    Report    for 
1905)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

ARMY  REORGANISATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Memorandum  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  Army 
Reorganisation,  dated   30th  July,  1906, 
[by  (Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (PAY.  NON-EFFECTIVE  PAY, 
AND  ALLOWANCES). 

Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Exceptions 
to  the  Army  Regulations  as  to  Pay,  Non- 
effective Pay,  and  Allowances  sanctioned 
during  the  year  1905-6  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (MILITIA). 
Copy  presented,  of  Further  Regulations 
relating  to  the  Militia  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (RESERVE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Further  Regulations 
relating  to  the  Army  Reserve  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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AKMY  (IMPERIAL  YEOMANRY). 
Copy  presented,  of  Further  Regula- 
tions relating  to  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Fiftieth  Report  of 
the  Commissioners,  with  Appendix  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Seventy-fourth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  with  Appen 
dices,  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1906  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

INLAND  REVENUE. 
Copy  presented,  of  Forty-ninth  Report 
of  the  Commissioners,  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1906  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  for  the 
year  ended  March  31st,  1906,  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  Officers  permitted, 
under  Rule  2  of  the  Regulations  drawn 
up  under  Section  6  of  the  Act,  to  hold 
Civil  Employment  or  profit  under  Public 
Departments  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  292.] 

CLERGY  (WEST  INDIES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the 
amount  payable  on  January  5th,  1906, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  Ecclesi- 
astical purposes  in  the  West  Indies  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHARITABLE  DONATIONS  AND 
BEQUESTS  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Sixty-first  Annual 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Charitable 
Donations  and  Bequests  for  Ireland  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copy    presented,  of    Diplomatic   and 
Consular   Report,    Annual    Series,    No. 
3084   [by   Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the 
Tiil.lo. 

NAVY  (EXCEI'TIONS  TO  KING'S 
REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Exceptions 
to  the  King's  Regulations  as  to  Pay, 
Non  -  efiective    Pay,    and    Allowances 


during  the  year  1905-6  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Chamber  of  London,  Annual  Accounts 
of  the  Chamberlain  of  London  for  the 
year  1905  [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  293.] 

BURMAH  (OPIUM.) 
Address  for   "Return  of  the  amount 
of  Indian  Opium  annually  consumed  in 
Burraab  during   the   last  thirty  years." 
— {Mr.  Allen. Baker.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Purchases  for  the  National  Oallerjr. 

Mr.  H.  H.  MARKS  (Kent,  Thanet)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  recent  purchases  of  works  of 
art  for  the  National  Gallery,  the  trustees 
have  obtained  the  aid  of  outside  expert 
advice  in  fixing  the  prices  paid  by  the 
Nation. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  MeKenna.)  I  am 
informed  that  the  trustees  have  not  paid 
for  outside  expert  advice  as  to  the  prices 
of  pictures,  but  have  on  occasions  asked 
for  and  received  such  advice  unofficially. 

Reports  of  Parliamentary  Debates- 
Mr.  HAZLETON  (Galway,  N) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
will  state  the  reason  why,  in  the  official 
Reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houses 
of  Parliament,  the  speeches  of  Members 
of  the  Upper  House  are  invariably 
reported  in  the  first  person,  whereas  this, 
with  few  exceptions,  is  not  the  practice 
in  repori^ing  the  proceedings  of  this 
House ;  whether  the  speeches  of 
Members  of  the  Upper  House  are 
reported  verbatim,  and,  if  so,  what  is  the 
extra  cost  involved ;  and  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  have  a  uniform  method 
adopted  in  tho  Reports  of  the  proceedings 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  MeKenna.)  I 
understand  that  it  is  not  the  invariable 
practice  to  report  all  speeches  delivered 
in  the  House  of  Lords  verbatim,  but 
both  because  the  Debates  in  that  House 
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are  usually  shorter  and  because  greater 
facilities  for  hearing  them  are  afforded 
to  the  reporters,  it  is  only  natural 
that  the  Reports  of  the  proceedings 
there  should  be  fuller  than  of  those  in 
this  House.  Under  the  existing  contract, 
which  does  not  expire  until  December 
31st,  1907,  the  contractors  are  permitted 
to  exercise  their  discretion  as  to  the 
fulness  of  the  Reports,  subject  to  an 
obligation  to  report  verbatim  all  Questions 
addressed  to  a  Minister  with  the 
Minister's  reply,  and  to  report  no  speech 
at  less  than  one-third  of  its  length  as 
deHvered.  I  do  not  see  bow  an 
opportunity  for  reconsidering  this 
arrangement  can  occur  until  the  expira- 
ion  of  the  existing  contract. 

Board  of  Education  Secnlations. 
Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire,  Os- 
westry): To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  when  he  will  be  able 
to  submit  to  the  House  ithe  regulations 
of  the  Board  of  Education  referred  to  in 
Clause  4  (1)  (a)  of  the  Education  Bill 

{Anmoered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  As  I 
stated  in  the  House  last  Wednesday,  I 
wopose  to  publish  some  draft  Ballot 
Regulations  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper  be- 
fore the  House  rises  this  week.  These  draft 
R^nlations  will  not  represent  in  any 
way  the  final  determination  of  the  Boanl 
of  Education  on  the  matter,  and  I  shall 
be  most  glad  to  receive  practical  sugges- 
tions on  the  subject  from  any  quarter. 

Speed  Indicaton  on  Motor  Omnibnaes. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  is  aware  that 
drivers  of  motor  omnibuses  find  it  difficult 
to  regulate  the  speed  to  the  limit 
specified  under  the  Act  owing  to  the 
vehicles  not  being  provided  with  speed 
indicators;  and  will  he  consider  the 
expediency  of  communicating  with  the 
proprietors  of  these  omnibuses  on  the 
subject. 

{Antivered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  The 
adoption  of  speed  indicators  is  not 
required  by  law,  and  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Motor  Cars  state  in  their 
fieport  that  they  cannot  recommend  that 
it  should  be.  In  these  circiunstances  I 
do  not  at  present  see  my  wa^  to  act  on 
the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  fnend. 


Persons    witb  DefectiTa  Eyesigkt   and 
Motor  Licenses. 

Mr.  WEIR :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  that  persons  of  defective 
vision  are  unable  to  judge  distances 
accurately  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
public  danger  in  the  case  of  persons 
driving  high  speed  motors  in  crowded 
thoroughfares,  such  as  are  common  in 
the  Metropolitan  Police  area,  will  he  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  licenses  being  granted  to  persons 
of  defective  vision. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burnt.)  So 
far  as  licenses  under  the  Motor  Car  Act 
to  drivers  of  motor  cats  arc  concerned, 
there  is  no  power  to  require  any  test  or 
qualification  before  they  are  grante<l. 
So  far,  however,  as  relates  to  licences 
under  the  Metropolian  Public  Carriage 
Act  to  the  drivers  of  omnibuses  and 
hackney  carriages  in  the  Metropolitan 
Police  District,  I  understand  that  the 
police  authorities  satisfy  themselves  as  to 
the  genera]  soundness  of  the  driver's 
sight  before  a  license  is  given.  If  any 
defect  appears  a  closer  examination  is 
made. 

Metropolitan  Asylnms  Board— Children's 
Convalescent  Homes- 

Mr.  TOULMIN  (Bury,  lAncashire): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  if  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  lieport  for  1905  of 
the  Children's  Committee  of  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  in  which 
regret  is  expressed  at  the  want  of 
appreciation,  by  metropolitan  boards  of 
guardians,  of  the  homes  and  schools 
provided  by  the  Board  for  certain 
special  classes  of  children  in  the 
guardians'  care,  viz.,  those  with  ophthal- 
mia or  ringworm,  defective  children,  or 
convalescent  children  noe<Iing  sea  air ; 
and  at  the  failure  to  secure  that  every 
chUd  falling  within  one  or  other  of  the 
classes  in  question,  shall  be  promptly 
removed  to  the  institution  suited  to  its 
requirements ;  and  whether  ho  will  urge 
on  boards  of  guardians  the  duty  of 
giving  to  the  children  in  their  care,  who 
need  them,  the  advantages  of  these 
special  homes. 

{Anstoered  by  ^Mr.  John  Bum*.)  My 
attention  has  been  dravrn  to  the  passage 
in  the  Report  referred  to  in  the  Question 
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and  I  propose  to  addreas  a  circular  to  the 
metropolitan  boards  of  guardians  on  the 
subject  to  which  it  relates. 

Boarded-ont  Poor  Law  Children. 
Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Applebj) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Qovernment  Board  if  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  issuing  an 
amended  Within  the  Union  Boarding-out 
Order,  under  which  a  voluntary  committee 
to  supervise  the  children  boarded  out 
within  the  union  shall  be  compulsory, 
and  power  be  given  to  pav,  where  neces- 
sary, 5s.  per  week  per  child  instead  of  48. 
as  at  present,  thus  bringing  the  Within 
Order  into  line  with  the  amended  Without 
Order  of  December,  1905,  and  preventing 
such  boarding-out  from  being  a  form  of 
out-relief. 

{Answertd  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  Yes, 
Sir,  I  am  giving  consideration  to  this 
matter. 

Delar  in  Sanctioning  Appointment  of 
Xongford  Petty  Sessions  Olerk- 

Mb.  J.  P.  FAEKELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
to  ask  Mr.  Attomev-Goneral  for  Ireland 
the  cause  of  the  delay  in  sanctioning  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  E.  Daly  McCann  to 
the  clerkship  of  Longford  petty  sessions, 
to  which  office  he  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority  on  June  14th;  and  will  his 
appointment  be  now  sanoticmed. 

{Answered  by  Mr  Cherry.)  A  qaestion 
has  arisen  as  to  whether  Mr.  McCann  is 
within  the  prescribed  limits  of  age,  and 
until  this  question  has  been  decided  it 
cannot  be  stated  whether  or  not  the 
appointment  will  be  sanctioned.  It  is 
not  anticipated  that  there  will  be  any 
undue  delay  in  dealing  with  the  matter. 

Bermuda  Dockyard  Extension- 
Mb.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Eegis) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
no  vessels  classed  as  armoured  ships  in 
the  list  of  effective  ships  have  been  docked 
in  the  new  floating  dock  at  Bermuda 
since  its  arrival  on  August  8th,  1902,  he 
will  state  what  armoured  ships  have  been 
docked  in  the  old  floating  dock  since 
August  8th,  1902  ;  and  whether  he  can 
state  how  much  of  the  £600,000  provided 
for  Bermuda  dockyard  extension  remains 
still  unexpended  1 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
H.M.S.  "  Hotspur  "  is  the  only  armoured 
ship  that  has  been  docked  in  the  old 
floating  dock  at  Bermuda  since  8th  August, 
1902,  but  during  the  same  period  six 
unarmoured  vessels  ranging  up  to  6,250 
tons  have  been  docked  there.  The  sum 
of  about  j640,000  remains  unexpended 
on  the  Bermuda  dockyard  extension 
item. 

Withdrawal  of  Qrant  firom  Kilsyth 
Academy. 

Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
the  withdrawal  of  the  grant  of  £130  a 
year  enjoyed  by  the  Kilsyth  Academy  for 
eight  year8,af  ter  having  been  duly  certified 
by  the  Scottish  Education  Department  as 
qualified  to  receive  grants  for  secondary 
education,  and  of  which  it  was  deprived 
without  warning  or  cause  shown,  is  in 
pursuance  of  the  pohcy  of  the  Glovem- 
ment  to  remove  higher  grade  instruction 
from  the  parish  schools  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Kilsyth  Academy  is  the 
largest  school  in  Stirlingshire  providing 
education  largely  elementary  but  in  ptart 
secondary,  to  a  population  of  about 
10,000  in  an  isolated  part  of  the  county  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  proviso  in 
Section  67  of  the  Statute  of  1872,  which 
lays  down  that  the  standard  of  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Scotland  shall 
not  be  lowered,  he  proposes  to  take  any 
and,  if  any,  what,  steps  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The  policy 
of  the  Department  is  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  higher  grade  schools  or 
departments  wherever  possible,  and  is 
directed  generally  to  t^e  improvement  of 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Soot- 
land.  The  amended  scheme  of  the 
Stirlingshire  Secondary  Committee  for 
the  year  1904  did  not  provide  for  pay- 
ment of  a  subsidy  to  schools  of  the  class 
to  which  Kilsyth  Academy  belongs,  that 
is  to  say  very  large  elementary  schools  in 
which  some  secondary  instruction  is  given. 
The  alteration  of  the  scheme  was  duly 
advertised  in  December,  1903,  in  the  local 
newspapers  in  accordance  with  the  De- 
partment's regulations.  If  the  school 
board  will  submit  proposals  that  would 
justify  the  Department  in  recognising  the 
academy  as  a  higher  grade  scnool,  there 
is  no  reason  to  think  that  the  county 
committee  would  not  be  prepared  to 
regard  it  as  a  suitable  centre  for  secon- 
dary instruction. 
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Prosecntion  of  Mr.  Hoey  of  Belfast 
Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  his  attention  has  been 
ealled  to  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Hoey,  of 
Victoria  Street,  Belfast,  for  blending  on 
his  own  premises  patent  still  whiskey 
with  pot  still  whiskey ;  and  to  the  state- 
ment of  defendant's  counsel  that  had 
defendant  blended  the  spirits  in  a  bonded 
store  no  legal  offence  would  have  been 
committed ;  whether  under  the  circum- 
stances he  will  remit  the  fine  imposed 
upon  the  defendant;  and  whether  he 
will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  prohibit 
by  legislation  the  blending  of  patent  and 
pot  still  whiskey  in  bond  as  well  as  out 
of  bond. 

{Jnstoered  hy  Mr.  Aiqtuth.)  Mr.  Hoey 
committed  a  serious  breach  of  the 
B^Tenae  regulations  by  tampering  with 
ipints  in  transit  under  bond  from  one 
Customs  warehouse  to  another,  and  I  am 
unable  to  reconunend  the  remission  of  the 
fine  imposed  by  the  magistrates.  The 
blending  of  spints  is  legal  either  in  bond 
or  out  of  bona,  provided  that  the  regula- 
tions made  for  the  protection  of  the 
Revenue  are  not  infringed,  and  I  see  no 
reason  for  altering  the  Taw. 

Payment  of  Members  of  Parli»ment. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  fShoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  when  he  will  introduce  a  Bill 
to  give  effect  to  his  promise  to  provide 
funds  to  carry  out  the  Kesolution  of  this 
House  as  to  the  payment  of  Members. 

(Answered  bif  Mr.  Asquith.)  I  am  not 
aware  that  I  ever  made  any  such  promise. 

Indian  Ciwll  Servants  and  PriTate  Work— 
Madras  Oovenunent  Architect. 

Mr.  sears  (Cheltenham):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Incua  whether 
there  is  a  Government  order  to  the  effect 
that  no  Government  servant  shall  engage 
in  private  work  whilst  serving  under  their 
orders ;  whether  the  architect  to  the 
Government  of  Madras  ia  allowed  to 
uodertake  private  work ;  and  whether  the 
Director  of  Public  Instruction  is  in  the 
habit  of  referring  to  the  Government 
architect  to  pass  and  recommend  for  the 
education  grant  plans  prepared  by  him- 
self, thus  placing  him  in  the  position  of 
passing  his  own  designs  for  a  grant ;  will 
he  state  what  salary  the  Government 
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architect  receives,  and  whether  there  is  a 
retiring  pension  attached  to  the  office  ; 
will  he  cause  a  Return  to  be  made  of  the 
private  works  undertaken  by  this  public 
official  contrary  to  Government  regu- 
lations. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
There  is  a  nUe  to  the  effect  that  no 
Government  servant  may  engage  in 
private  work  without  the  previous  per- 
mission of  the  local  government.  I  am 
not  aware  whether  such  permission  has 
been  given  by  the  Government  of  Madras 
to  their  consulting  architect,  nor  what 
conditions  may  have  been  attached  to  the 
permission,  if  granted ;  but  I  will  inquire. 
The  present  consulting  architect  is  a 
superintending  engineer  in  the  Public 
Works  Department,  with  a  salary  of 
Rs.2,000  a  month,  who  is  eligible  for 
pension  under  the  rules  applicable  to 
officers  of  that  department 

Indian  SchMlbors  Expelled  for  Atfemdiiic 
Swadishi  Meeting. 

Sib  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  school- 
boys belonging  to  a  Government  school 
at  Noakhali,  in  Eastern  Bengal  and  Assam, 
have  been  expelled  for  attending  a 
Swadishi  meeting  ;  and  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  orders  have  been 
issued  for  the  unconditional  reinstatement 
of  schoolboys  who  had  been  expelled  on 
so-called  political  considerations,  he  will 
issue  instructions  that  these  orders  shall 
be  made  general  in  their  application  to 
the  whole  province. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
The  attention  of  the  Government  of  India 
is  closely  engaged  on  these  matters,  and 
I  cannot  say  more  at  present. 

Oancer  in  India. 
Mr.  weir  :    To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  any  statistics  are 
now  available  in  regard  to  the  prevalence 
of  cancer  in  India. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.)  I 
understand  that,  in  the  forthcoming 
Report  of  the  Imperial  Cancer  Research 
Fund,  certain  statistics  as  to  the  occur- 
rence of  cancer  in  India,  derived  from  the 
information  supplied  by  Indian  medical 
officers,  will  be  published. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


415 


Qtiedionit. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


41G 


Honrs  of  Labour  of  Women  in  Bombay 
Cotton  Mills. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  seeing  that  he  has  called 
for  a  Report  in  regard  to  the  hours  of 
labour  of  women  and  young  people 
engaged  in  the  Bombay  cotton  mills,  will 
he  include  in  that  inquiry  women  and 
young  girls  engaged  as  bricklayers  and 
stonemasons'  labourers  at  Ahmedabad 
and  other  places  in  the  Bombay 
Presidency. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sea-Mary  Mmiey.) 
The  inquiry  is  confined  to  lal)our  coming 
under  the  Indian  Factories  Act,  and  I  do 
not  propose  to  instruct  the  Government 
of  India  to  enlarge  its  scope ;  but  I  will 
call  their  attention  to  the  subject  of  my 
hon.  friend's  Question. 

The  De  Sails  Estate. 
Mr.  LUXDON  (Limerick,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  can  he  say  whether  as 
yet  applications  to  carry  out  the  sale  to 
the  tenants  on  the  part  of  Count  De  Salis, 
around  Grange,  Loughgur,  and  Knockroe, 
county  Limerick,  have  been  made  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners ;  is  he  aware  that 
on  this  estate  there  are  close  on  400  acres 
of  untenanted  land,  hold  imtil  lately  by 
Mr.  Dickson  and  Mr.  Chatterton,  on 
which  labourers,  evicted  tenants,  and 
poor  farmers'  sons  could  be  (juartered ; 
will  ho  and  the  Kstates  Commissioners 
take  precautions  that  no  extensive  tenants 
already  holding  largo  farms  get  this 
untenanted  land  by  fine  for  the  tenant 
right ;  and,  if  so,  that  no  sale  of  the 
estate  be  sanctioned. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  liiijce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  no  applica- 
tion in  respject  of  the  sale  of  this  estate 
has  yet  been  made  to  them.  In  the 
event  of  the  estate  coming  before  thorn 
tho  Commissioners  will  consider  the 
matters  indicated  in  the  Question. 

Sale  of  Mr.  Dalmage's  Estate,  Coimty 
Limerick. 

Mr.  LUNDON:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  can  he  say  how  matters  stand  at 
present  as  regards  sale  and  purchase 
between  the  landlord  and  tenants  on  the 
property  of  Mr.  Delmege  around  Garry- 
spillane  and  Knocklong,  county  Limerick ; 


is  he  aware  that  there  is  a  tract  of  un- 
tenanted land  on  the  estate,  formerly 
worked  by  the  Boltons :  and  will  he 
instruct  the  Estates  Commissioners  not  to 
sanction  the  sale  should  any  persons  take 
the  tenant  right  of  those  untenanted 
lands,  which  according  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  of  1903  should  be 
given  to  labourers,  evicted  tenants,  and 
other  landless  people. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  purchase 
agreements  in  respect  of  an  estate  of  Mr. 
Stafford  Delmege  were  lodged  in  190.">. 
Tho  estate  has  not  yet  been  inspected. 
The  Commissioners  will  in  due  course 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  untenanted  land 
on  this  property  referred  to  in  the 
Question. 

Sale  of  the  Dnnraven  Estate— Lord 
DnnraTen  and  Mr.  Spearing. 

Mr.  LUNDON  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land is  he  aware  that,  when  the  tenants 
of  the  Earl  of  Dunraven  purchased  their 
holdings  on  his  Lordship's  estates  around 
Adare  and  Croom,  one  tenant,  named 
George  Spearing,  refused  to  purchase,  on 
the  grounds  that,  since  his  judicial  rent 
had  been  fixed.  Lord  Dunraven  had  con- 
structed fish  hatcheries,  raising  the  water 
flowing  by  the  farm  in  the  River  Maiguo 
so  as  to  flood  eleven  acres  of  Spearing's 
land  ;  also  that  he  was  unwilling  to  give 
away  to  the  landlord  his  sporting  rights 
and  his  claim  to  sand,  gravel,  and  quarry, 
so  that,  Mrith  his  farm  depreciated  in 
value,  he  could  not  agree  to  pay  twenty- 
three  years  purchase ;  is  he  aware  that 
Lord  Dunraven  offered  j£28  compensation 
for  the  construction  of  the  fishing  weir ; 
that  Lord  Dunraven  and  his  agent,  Mr. 
Pster  Fitzgerald,  have  harassed  the 
tenant  by  writs  from  the  King's  Bench 
and  law  costs  ;  and  will  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners be  instnicted  to  interpose  and 
try  to  fix  a  fair  purchase  price  between 
Lord  Dunraven  and  Mr.  Spearing. 

{Ansnoered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  tho  estate 
referred  to  was  purchased  by  them  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  6  of  the  Act  of 
1903.  The  holding  in  question  was 
inspected  by  the  Estates  Commissioners' 
inspector  who  estimated  the  price  of  it  at 
i/blJ,  representing  a  reduction  of  25  per 
cent,  on  the  judicial  rent.    The  purchase 
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monoj  of  the  holding  has  b«en  paid  to 
the  Earl  of  Dunraven.  The  Commis- 
sioners  have  no  knowledge  as  to  the 
compensation  offered  to  the  tenant  for  the 
construction  of  the  fishing  weir,  nor  as  to 
the  legal  proceedings  which  may  have 
been  taken  for  the  recovery  of  rent  pre- 
vious to  the  purchase  of  the  estate  by 
them.  The  Ckimmissioners  intend  to 
consider  Spearing's  case,  together  with 
others  on  the  same  estate,  with  a  view  to 
deaUng  with  them  pursuant  to  Section  19 
cf  the  Act. 

Onmse  Disturbance  at  Baphoe,  East 
DonegaL 

Mr.  McVeigh  (Donegal,  E.):  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  I»rd- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  disturbance  which  took 
place  at  10  p.m.  in  the  town  of  I'laphoe, 
East  Bonegal,  on  the  12th  July,  during 
which  Orangemen  used  firearms,  to  the 
danger  of  the  inhabitants,  discharging 
sixteen  shots  in  the  Diamond,  wounding 
tvo  Catholics,  one  going  home  with  his 
wife,  the  other  standing  in  his  own  door, 
and  afterwards,  when  passing  the  Catholic 
church,  they  again  used  firearms,  and 
nsed  language  calculated  to  cause  a 
breach  of  the  peace ;  seeing  that  there 
were  twenty-five  police  in  the  town,  will 
he  state  why  they  did  not  quell  the  dis- 
turbance or  since  take  steps  to  bring 
these  men  to  justice ;  and  will  he  say  if 
the  district  inspector  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  his  conduct  on 
the  occasion. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  police  authorities  that  on 
the  occasion  in  question  the  Kaphoe 
Orangemen,  upon  their  return  from  a 
demonstration,  paraded  the  town.  A 
drunken  man  staggered  into  the  pro- 
cession when  passing  through  the 
Diamond,  and  was  knocked  down.  A 
scuffle  ensued  between  a  few  Orangemen 
and  Nationalists,  but  no  one  received 
serious  injury.  Twelve  policemen  who 
were  present  succeeded  in  restoring  order 
within  ten  minutes.  During  the  dis- 
turbance about  a  dozen  shots  were  fired 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  crowd,  but  no 
one  was  injured  by  the  shots  which 
appeared  to  be  blank  cartridge.  I  am 
infwmed  that  no  shots  were  fired,  or 
provocative  language  used,  when  actually 
passing  the  Catholic  church ;  but  at  a 
little  distance  paat  the  church  two  shots 


were  fired  in  the  air  from  a  ear.  The 
district  inspector  had  not  returned  from 
duty  at  the  demonstration  referred  to. 
The  police  at  liaphoe  were  in  charge  of 
a  head  constable,  who  took  prompt 
measures  to  restore  order.  Several 
persons  who  were  concerned  in  the  dis- 
turbance obtained  summonses  against 
each  other,  but  I  am  informed  that  they 
have  all  agreed  to  drop  proceedings  and 
to  live  on  Detter  terms  in  future. 

Befosal  of  Loans  to  Andrew  OftUen  of 
Latight.  Oonnty  DonegaL 

Mr.  MACVElGIl :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  liOrd-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  i.hat  Andrew 
Gallon,  of  Laught,  Killygonlon,  East 
Donegal,  was,  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  refused  a  loan  of  £40  to  improve 
his  farm,  whilst  the  adjoining  farmers 
obtained  a  similar  loan  on  application ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Gallon  satisfied 
the  Board  tKat  there  wa.s  no  encumbrance 
on  the  holding  ;  that  the  secretary  made 
a  demand  for  10s.,  an  unusual  thing, 
which  Gallon  sent  him  ;  that  an  inspector 
came  down  who  said  he  did  not  under- 
stand farming,  and  that  he  inspected  the 
improvements  Gallon  desired  to  make  ; 
and  will  he  say  why  the  loan  was  not 
granted. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  I  am 
informed  that  the  loan  was  refused 
because  the  Board  of  Works,  after  con- 
sidering'thoir  ins{)ector's  rei)ort,  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  annual  value  of 
the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  ex- 
penditure would  not  be  o<iual  to  the 
amount  of  the  annual  instalment  in  pay- 
ment of  the  loan.  All  applications  for 
loans,  I  understand,  are  dealt  with  on 
this  principle,  and  no  exception  was 
made  in  Gallon's  case ;  if  adjoining 
fanners  obtained  loans  it  was  l)ecause  they 
fulfilled  the  general  conditions,  which  he 
did  not.  The  lioard  were  satisfied  of 
his  title,  and  believe  that  there  is  no 
incumbrance  on  the  holding.  The  charge 
of  10s.  is  a  regular  charge  made  in  every 
case  towanis  the  preliminary  expenses, 
which  it  does  not  fully  cover.  The 
Board's  inspector  who  visited  Gallon's 
holding  has  both  theoretical  knowledge 
and  practical  experience  of  farming,  and 
I  feel  difficulty  therefore  in  supposing 
that  ho  could  have  made  the  statement 
attributed  to  him. 
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Extension  of  Labourers  Act  to  Small 
Holders  in  East  Donegal- 

Mr.  MACVEIGH  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  there 
are  men  in  East  Donegal  who  occupy 
holdings  under  £,i  valuation  and  who 
are  daily  labouring  with  the  adjoining 
farmers  and  cannot  get  the  benefit  of  the 
Labourers  Act  from  the  fact  that  they 
are  the  holders  of  these  patches  of  bog ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  take  steps  to  have  the 
provisions  of  the  Labourers  Act  extended 
to  them. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  am  in- 
formed that  no  complaints  to  the  effect 
mentioned  have  been  received  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  I  would  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  definition  of 
agricultural  labourer  contained  in  Section 
4  of  the  Labourers  Act  of  1886,  and  to 
the  extension  of  the  definition  contained 
in  Section  93  of  the  Irish  Land  Act  of 
1903.  The  provision  in  the  latter 
section,  which  excludes  persons  who  are 
in  occupation  of  land  exceeding  one 
quarter  of  an  acre  from  the  definition, 
applies  only  to  persons  who  work  for  hire 
at  other  than  agricultural  work.  The 
limitation  as  to  the  quantity  of  land 
which  may  be  occupied  does  not  apply  to 
a  person  who  does  agricultural  work  for 
hire. 

Extra  Police  at  Ballybofey,  East  Donegal- 

Mr.  MACVEIGH :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has.  been 
drawn  to  the  drafting  of  112  extra  police 
and  two  officers  into  the  peaceable  town 
of  Ballybofey,  East  Donegal,  on  July  1 2th ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  give  the  names  and 
state  on  what  Report  and  by  whose 
authority  this  extra  force  was  quartered 
in  Ballybofey,  or  if  a  breach  of  the 
peace  occurred;  and,  if  so,  how  many 
were  injured,  how  many  are  now  in 
hospital,  and  how  many  in  gaol ;  who  is 
to  pay  the  expense  of  bringing  this  force 
from  distant  counties,  or  if  the  expense 
incurred  by  their  visit  will  be  made  a 
charge  on  the  rates  of  East  Donegal,  and 
if  not  out  of  what  fund  will  the  expense 
come,  or  can  he  say  during  the  last  six 
^ears  how  many  extra  police  were  drafted 
into  Ballybofey  on  the  12th  July  each 
year,  and  what  special  duties  were  per- 
formed by  them  to  warrant  the  annual 
increase  in  their  number. 


{Aimoered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  On  July  12th 
an  extra  force  of  105  men  and  two  officers 
was  drafted  into  Ballybofey  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  in  connection 
with  a  large  demonstration  at  that  place. 
This  force  was  assembled  on  the  authority 
of  the  Inspector-General  and  Mrith  the 
approval  of  the  Government.  It  is, 
happily,  the  case  that  no  breach  of  the 
peace  occurred,  but  precautions  were 
required.  Sixty  men  of  the  extra  force 
were  drawn  from  other  counties,  and 
half  of  the  cost  of  these  will  be  charge- 
able on  local  rates,  the  other  half  being 
borne  by  the  Constabulary  Vote.  During 
the  previous  six  years  no  extra  police 
from  other  counties  were  drafted  into 
Ballybofey  on  the  12th  of  July,  but  in 
1898,  which  was  the  last  occasion  on 
which  a  large  Orange  demonstration  took 
place  in  that  locality,  a  force  of  SO^pxtra 
police  was  brought  into  the  adjacent 
town  of  Stranorlar. 

Endowment  of  Schools  on  the  Olifden  and 
Annally  Properties. 

Mr.  MEAGHER  (Kilkenny,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Estates  Commissioners  were  aware,  when 
sanctioning  the  advance  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Clifden  and  Annally  properties, 
county  Kilkenny,  that  the  schools  on 
those  properties  were  in  receipt  of  endow- 
ments out  of  the  same ;  whether  those 
endowments  have  not  now  ceased,  so  far 
as  the  Catholic  schools  on  the  property 
are  concerned,  and  are  continued  to  the 
Protestant  schools  ;  and  whether  anything 
will  be  done  to  put  the  Catholic  schools 
on  an  equality  with  the  Protestant 
schools. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  the  majority 
of  the  sales  on  the  estate  of  Lady  Annally 
have  been  completed.  No  question  as  to 
the  endowment  of  schools  on  the  estate 
arose  when  the  sales  were  being  effected, 
nor  would  the  matter  appear  to  be  one  in 
which  the  Commissioners  could  exercise 
any  control.  The  Commissioners  are 
unable  to  identify  any  proceedings  for 
sale  in  respect  of  the  Clifden  Estate. 

Beligions  Persuasion  of  Magistrates  in 
County  Caran. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
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is  sward  that  in  1905-6  four  magistrates 
viz.,  three  Episcopalians  and  one 
Methodist,  in  11905  nine  Episcopalians, 
sod  in  1902  twelve  Episcopalians,  one 
Methodist,  and  one  Catholic,  were 
appointed  in  countj  Cavan;  was  the 
last  Catholic  appointed  so  far  back  as 
October  24th  1899  ;  will  he  say  what  are 
the  ^proximate  percentages  in  this 
county  of  Episcopalians,  Presbyterians, 
Methodists,  Society  of  Friends,  Unitarians, 
Boman  Catholics,  and  other  religious 
deoominatioDs ;  and  what  percentage  the 
migrates  appointed  bear  to  the  different 
religions  denominations. 

(Jnsuxred  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  As  I  in- 
formed the  hon.  Member  on  Monday  last, 
full  information  as  to  the  religious 
persuasion  of  magistrates  appointed 
for  countv  Cavan  m  the  years  men- 
tioned will  be  found  in  the  Parliamen- 
tsry  Papers  which  I  then  indicated.  In 
like  manner  the  number  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  several  religions  denomi- 
nations in  the  county  Cavan  will  be  found 
in  the  last  Census  B<Btum,  and  from  these 
the  percentages  can  be  obtained.  I  have 
already  stated,  on  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
authority,  that  a  number  of  appointments 
to  the  magistracy  in  Cavan  will  shortly 
be  mad& 

Ericted  Tenants  of  the  Onuck  Estate. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners will,  with  a  view  to  giving  the 
evicted  tenants  of  county  Longford  a 
chance  of  obtaining  portions  of  the  Cusack 
Estate  untenanted  land,  direct  an  inquiry 
into  their  applications  for  reinstatement 
with  a  view  to  some  selection  being 
made. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  they  will, 
when  distributing  untenanted  land  which 
they  may  acquire  in  county  Longford, 
duly  consider  the  applications  for  rein- 
statement received  from  evicted  tenants 
in  that  county. 

Dday  in  the  Sale  of  the  O'Brien  Estate, 
North  Longford. 

Mr,  J.  P.  FARRELL :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  will  he  state  the  reason  of  the 
delay  in  the  sale  of  the  O'Brien  Estate, 
;Bt    Comakelly     and    Corglass,     North 


Longford;  what  i^  the  cause  of  the  present 
standstill  in  the  proceedings,  and  who  is 
to  blame;  and  when  may  the  tenants 
expect  this  sale  to  go  through,  in  order 
to  obtain  relief  under  The  Land  Purchase 
Act,  1903. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  no  pro- 
ceedings for  the  sale  of  this  estate  have 
been  instituted  before  them.  I  under 
stand,  however,  that  the  estate  if  in  the 
Land  Judge's  Court,  and  I  will  have 
inquiries  made  from  the  registrar  of  the 
Court. 

Section  7  Irish  Land  Act  and  North 
Longford  Estate. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  Section  7  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1903  is  being  applied  in  the 
case  of  the  sale  of  the  King-Harroan 
(Ballinamuck),  Galbraith,  and  Archdale 
Estates  in  North  Longford  ;  and  when  a 
definite  decision  on  these  cases  may  be 
expected: 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  am 
informed  by  the  Registrar  of  the  I^and 
Judge's  Court  that  no  proceedings  for  the 
sale  of  the  King-Harman  Estate  are  before 
the  Court,  and  no  order  for  sale  has  been 
made  in  the  case  of  the  Galbraith  Estate. 
The  provisions  of  Section  7  of  the  Act  of 
1903  are,  therefore,  not  applicable  to 
these  estates.  Proceedings  in  regard  to 
the  Archdale  Estate  are  before  the  Land 
Judge's  Court,  but  no  proceedings  under 
Section  7  have  been  taken. 

Sale  of  the  Kilcogy  Bog  Estate- 
Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  whether 
negotiations  for  the  sale  of  Kilcogy  Bog 
Estate  of  Quintin  Dick  and  others,  county 
Cavan,  have  resulted  in  the  tenants 
agreeing  to  purchase  this  bog  through 
trustees;  when  was  the  purchase  agree- 
ment filed ;  when  did  the  inspector  visit 
the  bog ;  has  the  sale  been  refused,  and 
on  what  grounds ;  and  will  this  matter 
be  reopeneid  by  the  Estates  Commissioners 
with  a  view  to  securing  to  them  this  bog, 
which  is  now  the  only  unsold  portion  of 
this  estate. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  am  informed 
that  the  trustees  for  the  tenants  signed 
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two  agreements  for  the  purchase,  at 
MiO,  of  forty-six  acres  of  turbary  on  this 
estate  for  the  benefit  both  of  the  present 
tenants  and  of  those  who  had  purchased 
their  holdings  on  the  estate  under  the 
previous  Land  Purchase  Acts.  The 
purchase  aigreements  were  lodged  on  the 
1st  February  1905,  and  the  inspector 
furnished  his  report  on  May  14th  1906. 
The  Estates  Commissioners  decided  that 
the  bog  referred  to  should  be  excluded 
from  the  estate  as  they  considered  that 
it  does  not  afford  security  for  the  advance 
applied  for.  The  matter  will  be  again 
brought  -before  the  Commissioners  for 
their  further  consideration. 

Clearing  House  Banking  Betums  for 
Irish  Cities. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  :  To  ask 
.he  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loni-Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will  state 
for  what  Irish  cities  clearing  house  bank- 
ing Returns  are  issued  ;  and  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
figures  for  the  years  1870,  1880,  1890, 
1900,  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904,  1905. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  are  informed  that  the  only 
Irish  clearing  house  which  issues  Returns 
is  that  of  Dublin.  The  figures  of  the 
clearing  house  may  be  found  in  the 
journal  of  the  Institute  of  Bankers  in 
Ireland.  These  figures  have  been  pub- 
lished in  Dublin  since  1899,  and  are  as 
follows : — 


Dublin 

Clearing  Returns. 

.  130,066,508 

1899    . 

1900    . 

.  133,177,812 

1901    . 

.  133,809,420 

1902    . 

.  137,669,745 

1903    .♦ 

.   139,751,292 

1904    . 

.  144,778,629 

1905    . 

.  152,536,416 

Percentage  and  Popnlation  Paying 
Income  Tax- 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  will  state 
what  is  the  percentage  of  the  population 
of  Ireland,  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales 
liable  to  pay  Income  Tax  as  set  out  in 
the  last  available  Return. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Asquith.)  There  are 
no  data  on  M'hich  the  suggested  computa- 


tion could  be  made,  the  number  of  Income 
Tax  payers  not  being  known. 

Betum  of  Irish  Imports  and  Exports. 
Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  when 
the  long  delayed  Return  of  Irish  exports 
and  imports  for  1902,  promised  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Dover  in  1903, 
wUl  be  published. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Bryee.)  I  have 
already  stated  that  it  is  not  now  intended 
to  publish  the  statistics  as  to  the  imports 
and  exports  of  Ireland  for  any  year  prior 
to  1904,  as  the  Returns  which  it  was 
found  possible  to  obtain  were  not  of 
sufficient  completeness  to  justify  publica- 
tion. Information  of  a  more  complete 
character  has  been  collected  for  the  year* 
1904  and  1905,  and  will  be  published  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Longford  Congested  Districts- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
almost  the  entire  barony  of  Ijongford, 
comprising  the  parishes  of  Killoe,  Drum- 
lish,  and  Ballinamuck,  Dromard  and 
Cullurabkille  arc  congested  areas,  the 
land  of  which  is  mostly  mountain  and 
bog  and  the  valuations  of  the  holdings 
of  which  are  small ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  portions  of  county  Leitrim  which 
lie  along  this  barony,  and  are  scheduled, 
are,  in  places,  better  land  than  the  lands 
of  the  parishes  mentioned;  and,  with  a 
view  to  relieving  congestion  and  helping 
a  thrifty  class  of  peasants  to  better  con- 
ditions of  living,  will  he  take  care  that 
evidence  from  this  part  of  county  Long- 
ford will  be  heard  before  the  Commission 
on  congestion  just  appointed, 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
districts  referred  to  in  the  Question. 
The  Royal  Commission  on  congestion  is 
prepared  to  consider  any  application 
which  may  be  made  to  them  as  to  taking 
evidence  from  any  particular  district,  or 
holdings  sittings  in  any  particular  place. 

Sale  of  Crazing  Farm,  Cahertrim, 
County  Oalway. 

Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  any  communicatiQa 
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has  reached  the  Estates  Commiasioners 
regarding  the  sale  of  the  grazing  farm, 
Cahertrim,  Ardrahan,  county  Galway, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Edwin  Martyn,  Tylara, 
Ardrahan,  to  a  large  agricultural  farmer 
named  Diviney,  living  several  miles 
distant;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
farm  is  surrounded  by  small  cottier 
tenants,  will  the  Commissioners  inquire 
into  all  the  local  circumstances  before 
this  sale  is  sanctioned. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  they  are 
unable  to  trace  the  receipt  of  any  com- 
munication with  regard  to  the  farm 
referred  to,  and  no  proceedings  for  the 
sale  of  this  property  have  been  instituted 
before  them. 

Division  of  Untenanted  Land  at 
Longhrea. 

Mr.  DUFFY :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
at  what  time  do  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners propose  to  divide  the  untenanted 
lands  at  Kareddy  and  Granna  on  the 
Beetson  Persse  estate,  the  Grallagh  farm 
on  the  Burke  estate.  Marble  Hill,  the 
Doon  and  Cox's  Town  farms  on  the 
O'FarroU  estate,  Daly's  Town,  the  Ben- 
more  and  xMoyleen  farms  on  Dominick 
Burke's  estate,  the  Killimonday,  Gurtoen, 
KiJtuUa,  and  Cahemakolly  farms  on  the 
William  Daly  estate,  the  Raford,  Bally- 
keei-in,  Bullawn,  and  the  Attymon  farms 
on  Colonel  Daly's  estate,  aU  of  which 
have  been  purchased  by  the  Commis- 
sioners and  are  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Loughrea. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Bri/ce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  they  expect 
to  deal  with  the  untenanted  lands  of 
Kareddy  and  Granna  about  Novom1)er  Ist 
next,  when  they  also  propose  to  deal 
with  Doon,  on  the  O'Farrell  estate.  The 
Commissioners  have  not  yet  acquired  the 
Burke  estate.  Marble  Hill,  but  negotia- 
tions are  proceeding.  The  Commis- 
sioners are  unable  to  identify  the  lands 
of  Cox's  Town  without  further  particulars. 
The  untenanted  lands  on  the  estates  of 
Mr.  William  Daly  and  Colonel  Daly 
have  already  been  divided.  The  estate 
of  the  representatives  of  Dominick  Burke 
is  not  yet  ready  to  be  dealt  with,  the 
application  for  sale  having  been  lodged 
in  February  last  only. 


Mr.  Sydney  Smith  and  the  loapection  of 
the  Countess  of  Kingston's  Estate. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.K):  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Ix»rd-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  are 
aware  of  the  dissatisfaction  created 
amongst  the  tenants  on  the  Countoss  of 
Kingston's  estate  by  the  selection  of 
Mr.  Sydney  Smith  to  inspect  and  report 
upon  this  estate,  seeing  that  the  inspector 
is  a  near  neighbour  and  personal  friend 
of  the  agent  of  the  estate,  concerning 
whose  methods  of  obtaining  purchase 
agreements  from  the  tenants  several 
complaints  have  reached  the  Commis- 
sioners; and  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners will  consider  the  advisability 
of  a  change  of  inspectors. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  they  have 
no  knowledge  whether  the  facts  are  as 
stated  in  the  Question,  but  will  have  full 
imiuiries  made  into  the  matter. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tonant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  will  decline  to  sanction 
iulvances  for  the  purchase  of  the  two 
portions  of  the  Countess  of  Kingston's 
estate,  the  inspection  of  which  may  be 
completed  Iwforo  Octolier  no.xt,  until  a 
coraploto  ins|)oction  and  rejwrt  u\ion  the 
astato,  as  a  whole,  has  been  made. 

{Aiutieered  hy  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  they  will 
consider  the  hon.  Member's  suggestions 
when  the  report  of  their  inspector  comes 
before  them  for  consideration. 

SUco  Sawmilla  Company  and  the  Irish 
Department  or  Aipricultnre- 

Mr.  FETHERSTONIIAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  trustees  of  the  gift 
of  £10,000  by  Mr.  Bourke  Cochrane,  for 
the  l>enefit  of  industry  in  Sligo,  invested 
the  money  in  the  formation  of  the  Sligo 
Sawmills  and  Joinery  Company.  Limited, 
and  invited  the  public  by  the  prospectus 
they  issued  in  the  formation  of  this 
company  to  subscribe  for  shares  on  the 
faith  of  a  statement  that  the  company 
had  been  formed  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction ;  and  will  he  say 
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whether  this  statement  was  published 
with  the  knowledge  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  Department;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  entire  sum  of 
£10,000,  together  with  the  capital  sub- 
scribed by  the  public,  has  been  lost,  the 
Department  will  return  to  the  subscribers 
the  amount  of  the  capital  subscribed  by 
them. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  facts 
are  not  quite  as  stated  in  the  Question. 
Mr.  Bourke  Cockran  offered  to  invest  a 
sum  of  £10,000  in  an  industry  to  be 
selected  by  some  friends  of  his,  who 
happened  to  be  connected  with  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction.  The  Department  was  not 
officially  concerned  with  the  investment 
and  had  no  responsibility  in  connection 
with  it.  It  appears  that  the  company 
issued  a  prospectus  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  the  company  had  been  formed 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Department, 
but  I  am  informed  that  this  statement 
was  not  published  by  the  authority  or 
with  the  knowledge  of  tho  Department. 
The  matter  was  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  into 
the  Organisation  and  working  of  the 
Department,  and  it  is  undei-stood  that 
the  solicitor  for  Mr.  Bourke  Cockran  is 
preparing  a  full  statement  of  the  facts 
for  submission  to  the  Committee. 

Allowances  to  Army  Bacmiters. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  present 
allowances  to  recruiters ;  is  he  aware  that 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  per- 
manent staff  of  the  Militia,  especially  in 
Ireland,  have  often  to  make  journeys  of 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  in  a  day  to  attend 
fairs  and  markets,  and  are  allowed 
nothing  except  railway  fares  j  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  recruiters  have 
to  provide  themselves  with  food  during 
the  day,  will  he  take  steps  to  have 
allowances  made  in  accordance  with  the 
distance  travelled  and  the  number  of 
hours  they  are  separated  from  their 
families. 

{Ansipered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haidane.) 
No  complaints  on  this  subject  have 
reached  tho  War  Office.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  emoluments  of  recruiters 
are  in  any  way  insufficient. 


Army  Qood-condnct  Medal— Suggested 
Bednction  of  Qualifyiiig  Penod- 

Mb.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  length  of  the  qualifying 
period  for  the  good-conduct  medal  as 
now  granted  in  the  Army,  the  medal,  in 
most  cases,  not  being  actually  issued  to 
the  recipient  until  he  has  nearly  nineteen 
years'  service ;  and  will  he  consider  the 
advisability  of  reducing  the  qualifying 
period  to  sixteen  years ;  and  will  he  issue 
instructions  for  the  gratuity  of  £5  to  be 
issued  with  the  medal,  and  not  Lept 
until  discharge  to  pension  takes  place,  as 
is  done  at  present. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haidane.) 
This  medal  is  granted  for  long  service 
as  well  as  good-conduct,  and  the  exist- 
ing qualifications  have  been  advisedly 
adopted.  It  is  not  proposed  to  carry  out 
the  suggestions  now  made. 

Exports  ftom  United  Eiii(dom,  United 
States,  and  British  West  Indies- 

Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  the  total 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
United  States  of  America  during  each 
quinquennium  ending  1904,  1899,  1894, 
and  1889  from  the  British  West  Indian 
Islands ;  how  much  of  such  exports  were 
of  sugar  and  molasses ;  how  much  were 
of  fruit  (fresh  and  dried),  coffee,  cocoa, 
chocolate,  and  tobacco ;  and  the  propor- 
tions for  each  such  period  going  t-o  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  respectively. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  move  for  a  Return 
giving  the  particulars  asked  for  in  his 
Question  it  shall  be  granted. 

Improved  Train  Service  in  Ck>Tmtgr  Oavan. 
Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  has  received  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  from  the  Belturbet  Unian  Dis- 
trict Council  praying  for  a  better  train 
service  in  one  of  the  most  populous 
districts  in  county  Cavan  from  Belfast 
and  Dublin  on  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way ;  and  will  he  give  the  matter  his 
consideration. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  I  have 
received  from  the  hon.  Member  a  copy  of 
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the  resotntion  referred  to,  irhioh  is 
addressed  to  the  railvray  company.  The 
matter  in  question  is  not  one  in  which 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  any  statutory 
powers,  but  I  have  comniunicated  with 
the  railway  company  thereon  and  have 
reoeired  a  reply  of  which  I  am  sending 
the  hon.  Member  a  copy. 

Fipdnction  and  Consnmption  of 
Akoliolic  BeTwnces- 

Mk.  CAMERON  COKBETT  (Glasgow, 
Tnuieston) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  ii  he  will  furnish  a  Return 
in  continuation  of  memoranda  and 
statistical  tables,  showing  the  production 
and  consumption  of  alcoholic  beverages 
in  vwious  countries  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper  No.  345,  Session 
1901). 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd -George.)  It  is 
the  practice  to  issue  this  Return 
triennially.  The  next  issue  will  accord- 
ingly be  published  next  year. 

Preservatives  in  Food- 
Mb.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Conne- 
mara):  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  proceedings 
taken  at  Brentford  with  reference  to  the 
presence  of  boracic  add  in  potted  ham  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  uneasiness 
existing  in  the  public  mind  with  reference 
to  canned  foods,  he  will  make  inquiries 
upon  the  subject,  and  give  information  to 
the  House  as  to  the  view  of  his  Depart- 
ment on  the  use  of  preservatives  in  food. 

(Anguiered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  I  have 
seen  a  newspaper  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings mentioned.  Inquiries  with 
regard  to  canned  foods  are  being  made 
by  officers  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  whole  question  of  preser- 
vatives in  food  has  received  the  attention 
of  the  Board.  It  has  been  investigated 
by  a  Departmental  Ck>mmittee  appomted 
by  them,  and  recently  they  have  issued 
a  ciroular  with  regard  to  preservatives  in 
milk.  Other  branches  of  the  subject  are 
now  under  their  consideration. 

Oxford  Pnpil  Teachers'  Centre. 
Mr.  YOXALL  (NottiMham,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion if  the  pupil  teachers'  centre  at  Oxford 
has  been  condemned  because  of  the  lack 
of  laboratories  and  deficiency  of  aocom-  j 
piodation ;  was  a  scheme  for  the  centre  ' 


to  work  in  connection  with  higher 
«lementary  schools  prepared  by  the 
(shairman  of  the  Oxford  luiucation  Com- 
mittee, but  discouraged  by  His  Majesty's 
inspector,  on  the  ground  that  the  policy  of 
the  Board  was  the  abolition  of  centres 
not  directly  connected  with  seoondaiy 
•ehools ;  is  he  aware  that  in  one  of  the 
schools  to  which  the  pupil  teachers  are  to 
be  sent  t^ere  is  no  laboratory  accom- 
modation whatever ;  and  whether,  in 
pressing  for  the  closing  of  the  centre,  the 
Board  of  Education  has  taken  any  steps 
to  see  that  suitable  employment  for  the 
displaced  staff  has  been  supplied. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  In  answer 
to  the  first  paragraph  of  t^e  Question, 
the  two  reasons  named  were  the  princi- 
pal reasons  involved,  and  to  the  second 
paragraph,  the  scheme  there  referred  to 
was  criticised  as  being  in  certain  respects 
not  the  best  that  could  b«  devised,  and 
in  particular  that  it  failed  to  bring  th« 
pupil  teachers  and  intending  pupil 
teachers  into  secondary  schools.  Re- 
garding the  third  paragraph  of  the 
Question,  the  Board  save  not  yet  defi- 
nitely recognised  any  ptarticular  schools 
for  the  purpose,  but  have  discussed  with 
the  Education  Committee  the  new 
proposals  which  have  now,  I  understand, 
been  adopted  by  the  City  Council. 
I^aboratory  accommodation  is  being  pro- 
vided in  the  only  one  of  the  proposed 
schools  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  possessed 
none.  In  answer  to  the  fourth  ouery,  it 
was  impossible  for  the  Board  to  do  other- 
wise than  require  the  discontinuance  of 
the  central  classes,  conducted  as  they 
were  in  a  manner  ineffective  for  the 
growing  needs  of  the  city,  in  three  class 
rooms  in  a  public  elementary  school, 
wholly  inadequate  for  the  purpose  and 
without  any  provision  for  science,  except 
certain  unsuitable  and  overcrowded 
laboratories  some  distance  away  in 
aiiother  building.  I  should  greatly  re- 
gret it  if  the  lom  authority  were  unable 
to  find  alternative  employment  for  any 
efScient  teachers  unavoidably  displaced 
through  changes  that  were  unquestion- 
ably rendered  necessary  by  the  need  for 
improving  the  education  of  the  future 
teachers  of  the  city. 

Poctcarda— Fines  for  Aillzing  Stamps 
the  Wrong  Side. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter 
bury):    To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


431 


Quesiionx. 


(COMMONS} 


QuesUotu. 


432 


whether  his  attention  bos  been  directed 
to  the  fines  imposed  on  the  public  for 
afi&xing  stamps  on  postcards  on  the  back 
in  place  of  the  address  side;  whether 
there  is  any  justification  for  his  officers 
obliterating  with  stamping  machines  the 
stamps  so  affixed  in  addition  to  fining  the 
receivers  of  the  postcards ;  under  what 
rule  or  postal  regulation  fines  are  imposed 
for  stamps  so  wrongly  affixed ;  and 
whether  there  is  in  the  rules  any  penalty 
for  affixing  stamps  on  the  backs  of  letters 
in  place  of  the  address  side. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  No 
penalty  is  imposed  for  affixing  stamps  to 
the  backs  of  letters  ;  but  the  sender  of  a 
postcard  has  the  privilege  of  sending 
a  letter  for  a  postage  of  a  |d.,  and  it  has 
been  thought  reasonable,  therefore,  to  im- 
pose certain  conditions  in  the  case  of  post- 
cards. One  of  these  conditions  is  that 
the  stamp  must  be  affixed  to  the  address 
side,  and  as  it  is  just  as  easy  to  affix  the 
stamp  on  the  right  side  as  on  the  wrong, 
I  do  not  propose  to  alter  the  rule. 

Bossian  Befogees  and  the  Aliens  Act- 
Mr.  levy  (Leicestershire,  Lough- 
borough) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  fact  that  immigrants  who 
loft  Russia  to  escape  from  religious  and 
}K>litical  persecution  have  recently  been 
refused  permission  to  land  at  the  port  of 
London ;  whether  he  can  state  why  Moses 
Enigorn,  Zaiman  Wein,  Susicha  Zus- 
man,  Beisel  Sedlitzky,  on  board  the 
"  Schwalbe,  "  Itzig  Levin,  Sarah  Kamisar, 
Yankel  Truse,  Jacob  Pollack,  on  board 
the  "  Adler,  "  were  refused  permission  to 
land,  seeing  that  each  was  in  possession 
of  not  less  than  £5  ;  who  was  the  immi- 
gration officer  who  refused  permission ; 
who  were  the  members  of  the  Immigra- 
tion Board  before  whom  the  appeals  were 
held  and  upheld;  and  whether  he  pro- 
poses to  take  steps  to  insure  the  Aliens 
Act  being  administered  in  the  spirit 
intended  by  Parliament, 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  fact  suggested  in 
the  first  sentence  of  the  Question.  The 
alien  immigrants  named  were  refused 
leave  to  land  because  neither  the  immi- 
gration officers  nor  the  Board  were 
satisfied  that  they  had  the  means  of 
supporting  themselves  decently.    T  must 


repeat  that  the  mere  possession  of  the 
sum  of  £5  or  a  little  more  is  no  proof  of 
means  if  there  is  any  reason  to  sappoee 
that  the  money  is  not  bona  fide  the 
immigrant's  own.  That  is  a  question  for 
the  officer  and  the  Board  to  decide.  I 
think  it  right  to  say  that  the  newspaper 
statements  on  which  the  Question  is 
apparently  based  omit  all  reference  to 
the  inquiry  and  investigation  to  which 
the  stories  set  out  therein  were  subjected 
by  the  officers  and  the  Board,  and  by 
which  it  was  shown  that  many  of  their 
salient  features  were  incorrect.  Further, 
in  one  case  in  which  it  is  stated  that  a 
woman  with  a  little  girl  was  sent  back 
sorrow  stricken  to  Russia,  she  was,  in 
fact,  given  leave  to  land  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  No  useful  purpose  would  be 
served  by  giving  the  names  of  the  immi- 
gration officers  or  of  the  members  of  the 
Board.  I  may  remind  my  hon.  friend 
that  the  meetings  of  the  Board  are  open 
to  the  Press,  and  I  think  that  if  the 
Press  had  attended  these  meetings  the 
statements  on  which  the  Question  is 
founded  would  have  been  of  a  different 
character. 

Illegal  ConTiction  of  Mr.  D.  O'Oonnell— 
Compensation  for  Costs. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  :  To  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  -  General  for  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  Dennis  O'Oonnell,  of 
Dianvillo,  Moume  Abbey,  who  was 
sentenced  by  the  magistrates  sitting  at 
a  petty  sessions  court  held  in  Mallow 
last  January  to  pay  a  fine  of  £i  or  an 
alternative  of  two  months  imprisonment 
for  alleged  salmon  poaching  on  the  River 
Clydu;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  on 
appeal  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  the 
judgment  of  the  magistrates,  two  of 
whom  were  fishery  conservators,  was 
quashed,  but  no  order  made  as  to  the 
costs,  amounting  to  £22,  incurred  by 
Mr.  O'Connell  in  prosecuting  h  is  appeal ; 
amd  whether,  seeing  that  Mr.  O'Oonnell 
was  illegally  convicted,  there  is  any 
public  fund  from  which  his  costs  can  be 
obtained. 

(AnsiDered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  facts  are  generally  as 
stated  in  the  Question.  The  conviction 
was  quashed  without  costs.  There  is  no 
public  fund  from  which  the  defendant's 
costs  could  be  paid. 
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Earn  of  Labour,  etc,  of  House  of 
Commons  Kltchsn  Staff. 

Db.  cooper  (Southwark,  Bermond- 
sey):  To  ask  the  Chairman  of  the 
Kitchen  Committee  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  long  hours  of 
work  the  waiters,  attendants,  kitchen 
porters  and  attendants,  still-room  maids, 
and  others  engaged  by  the  Kitchen  Com- 
mittee are  now  working  ;  whether  be  will 
give,  for  each  class,  the  usual  hour  of 
commencing  and  leaving  off  work,  the 
rate  of  pay  of  each  class,  and  whether 
paid  by  the  hour,  day,  or  week ;  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  classes  are 
required  to  be  in  attendance  if  the 
eleven  o'clock  rule  is  suspended  ;  whether 
any  pay  is  given  for  this  extra  duty,  and 
on  what  scale  ;  whether  any  emolument 
is  received  besides  pay  ;  and  whether 
the  employment  is  permanent  or  for  the 
seesion  only. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Jacdby.)  The  in- 
fonnation  asked  for  by  the  hon.  Member 
will  be  more  conveniently  supplied  by  a 
Return  than  by  an  Answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion. If  the  hon.  Member  will  move 
for  a  Return  I  will  consult  with  the 
Kitchen  Committee  as  to  the  desirability 
of  supplying  the  information.  The  sus- 
pension of  the  eleven  o'clock  rule  l>eing 
temporary,  no  purpose  CJin  bo  served 
ill  replying  to  the  details  contained 
in  the  hon.  Member's  Question.  As 
regards  the  extra  late  hours,  the  Kitchen 
Committee  has  nuuie  provision  for  their 
staff  to  meet  the  case  of  overtime. 

Qnutta  to  English  and  Irish  Boards  of 
Agricnltore. 

Mr.  ESSEX :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  what  are  the  sums  paid 
10  the  Irish  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Education  and  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  furtherance 
of  the  interests  of  agriculture  in  Ireland 
and  England  fespectivoly. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Asqitith.)  I  would 
refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  details 
sup{died  in  the  Estimates  for  these 
Departments.  Information  regarding  the 
endowment  fond  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  I)epartment  of  Agriculture  and 
Tedinical  Instruction  (Ireland),  under 
the  provisions  of  Sections  15  and  16  of 
The  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion (Ireland)  Act,  1899,  will  be  found  in 


the  Annual  R"port  of  that  Department 
[Cd.  2929]. 

Bailwur  Transit  on  North  Western  State 
Bauway  of  India— Damage  to  Trade 
of  Karachi 

Mb.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  amount  of  wheat  arrived 
at  Karachi  for  export  in  the  month  of 
June,  1906,  was  only  155,426  tons,  as 
against  175,728  tons  in  June,  1905,  and 
186,87.3  tons  in  June,  1904;  that  this 
decline  in  the  Karachi  export  trade  is 
owing  to  the  deficiency  of  rolling  stock 
and  of  locomotive  power  on  th« 
North  Western  State  Railway ;  and 
whether  he  will  cause  steps  to  be  taken 
to  prevent  this  injury  to  the  prosperity  of 
Karachi,  as  a  commercial  port,  occurring 
again  in  the  future. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morleij.) 
The  arrangements  for  dealing  with  the 
grain  traftic  to  Karachi  wore  personally 
mvestigated  last  year  at  Karachi  by  the 
Railway  Board  in  conjunction  with 
the  manager  of  the  North  Western  Rail- 
way. ITie  provision  of  a  largo  amount 
of  additional  rolling  stock  was  sanctioned, 
including  125  locomotives  and  1,600 
wagons.  In  the  calendar  year  1905  tho 
expenditure  on  rolling  stock  for  tho 
North  Western  Railway  was  £257,000, 
an<l  the  oxi)onditurc  this  year  will 
probably  amount  to  a  much  larger  sum. 

Baftisal  of  Oon  Licence  to  Mr.  T-  Flanagan 
of  Qlanqnin. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RED.MOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  why  a  gun  licence  is  refused  to 
.Mr.  T.  Flanagan,  (ihmquin,  county  Clare. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  liryce.)  I  am  informed 
that  it  is  the  fact  that  .Mr.  Thomas 
Flanagan's  application  for  a  licence  to 
carry  firearms  has  been  refused.  The 
power  of  granting  siicli  licences  is  vested 
in  the  resident  magistrate  of  tho  district, 
and  it  would  be  entirely  contrary  to 
practice  to  state  the  reasons  which 
influenced  the  exorcise  of  his  discretion 
in  any  particular  case. 

Oharies  McCabe  and  Tenancy  of  Cottage 
'  at  Dalystane- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRKLL  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 


Digitized  by 


v^joogle 


435 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


QuestioM. 


436 


of  Ireland,  to  state  the  reasons  why 
Charles  McCabe,  of  Clough,  is  kept  out 
of  a  cottage  in  the  Dalystane  Electoral 
District,  Granard  (No.  1)  Rural  District, 
to  a  tenancy  of  which  he  was  appointed 
two  years  ago ;  and  will  he  direct  the 
Local  Government  Board  inspector  to 
inquire  into  this  case  immediately. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  cottage 
in  this  case  was  authorised  by  a  Pro- 
visional Order  made  by  the  Local 
(Government  Board  in  1901,  and, 
according  to  the  contract  entered  into 
with  lie  council,  it  should  have  been 
built  by  October  13th,  1903.  Right  of 
entry  on  the  lands  was,  however,  refused 
by  the  owner,  Mr.  Daly,  and  although; 
the  council  lodged  the  compensation 
awarded  for  the  plot  in  the  BanK  of  Ire- 
land in  1904,  they  have  failed  in  their 
subsequent  legal  proceedings  to  obtain 
the  owner's  ejectment.  From  informa- 
tion recently  received  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  it  appears  that  after 
signing  a  deed  of  conveyance  of  the  plot 
to  the  council,  the  former  owner  sold  a 
farm,  including  the  plot,  to  Mr.  Daly, 
who  has  been  registered  as  owner  of  all 
the  lands,  and  that  at  present  the  council 
are  taking  steps  to  have  the  register' 
amended.  The  matter,  therefore,  appears 
one  for  the  council  themselves  to  deal 
with. 

Salaiy  of  Besiclent  Oommiasioner  of 
National  Bdncation  in  Ireland— Month- 
ly F»yment  of  Teachers'  Salaries. 
Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  what  are  the  annual  salary 
and  emoluments  of  the  Resident  Com- 
missioner of  National  Education  in 
Ireland,  and  if  that  salary  is  paid 
monthly  ;  what  is  the  annual  salary  of  a 
junior  assistant  mistress  in  an  Irish 
national  school  j  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  such  salary  is  paid  quarterly, 
he  will  take  steps  to  secure  that  such 
salaries  shall  be  paid  monthly  in  future. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  salary  of 
the  Resident  Commissioner  of  National 
Education  is  £1,500  per  annum,  payable 
in  monthly  instalments.  The  maximum 
salary  of  a  junior  assistant  mistress  is 
X24  per  annum,  payable  quarterly.  As 
regards  the  question  of  making  monthly 
paymente  to  teachers,  I  beg  to  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  my  reply  to  his  similar 


Question  on  June  28th.    The  matter  is 
entirely  for  the  Commissioners. 

Allotment  of  Land  in  Oonnty  Oalway- 
Mb.  HAZLETON  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  can  state  whether  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  before  handing 
over  holdings  on  the  Ross  Lodge  estate, 
county  Galway,  to  outsiders  took  into 
consideration  the  condition  of  the  people 
in  the  townlands  of  Bealanagurrane, 
Curilane,  Derrymore,  and  BaHmapark; 
and  what  action  the  Board  took  with 
reference  to  the  representations  made  to 
them  on  behalf  of  tenants  in  these  town- 
lands  by  the  Reverend  M.  Heaney,  P.P., 
Caherlistrane. 

Mb.  HAZLETON  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  have  given 
possession  of  five  new  holdings  in*  the 
parish  of  Cahirlistrane,  county  Galway, 
on  the  Hon.  R.  A.  Nt^ent's  estate, 
lately  purchased  by  the  Board,  to  five 
tenants  from  another  parish  ;  and  if  he 
can  state  on  what  grounds  were  the 
applications  of  Thomas  Kyne,  Patrick 
Neil,  Richard  Lawless,  and  Patrick 
Jennings,  of  Bealanagurrane,  and  Michael 
Levelle,  Curilane,  for  five  holdings  on 
the  Ross  Lodge  estate  refused,  although 
these  five  tenants  ofi'ered  to  give  up  their 
•present  holdings. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  function 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  is  to 
assist  the  people  of  the  scheduled  con- 
gested districts,  and  the  Board  purchased 
the  Nugent  or  Ross  Lodge  estate  with 
the  object  of  providing  holdings  for 
persons  to  be  migrated  from  congested 
districts.  The  five  i)ersons  who  obtained 
holdings  were  occupiers  of  uneconomic 
holdings  who  were  brought"  from  such 
districts.  The  townlands  mentioned  in 
the  Questions  are  not  scheduled  as  con- 
gested, and  the  Board  were,  therefore, 
unable  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
people  resident  in  them.    . 

Qrant-in-aid  in  the  Lavally  District, 
Oounty  Qalway. 

Mb.  HAZLETON  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  whether  the  C<mge8ted  Districts 
Board  have  refused  to  give  any  grants- 
in-aid  in   the   Lavally,  county  Galway, 
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district,  although  a  number  of  surround- 
ing parisheg  have  been  reeeiving  grants 
for  a  namber  of  years  in  connection  with 
the  erection  of  out-offices  and  general 
improrements ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state 
the  reason  for  such  refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  Board. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  CJon- 
gested  Districts  Board  have  declined  to 
make  a  grant  to  the  electoral  division  of 
Lsvaily  for  the  purpose  of  a  parish 
(xmiinittee  scheme.  The  namber  of 
occnpiers  eligible  for  assistance  is  under- 
stood to  be  small,  and  the  Board  do  not 
consider  it  desirable  to  establish  a  com- 
mittee to  administer  the  very  limited 
grant  which  the  electoral  division  would 
be  entitled  to  receive  for  improvement 
purposes.  A  further  reason  which  has 
compelled  the  Board  to  limit  their  grants 
ii  tlutt  the  available  funds  are  practically 
exhansted. 

Congested  Districts  in  Oalway- 
Mb.  HAZLETON  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  if  there  is  any 
poaaibility  of  the  townlands  of  Bealana- 
ganane,  Cuiilane,  Derrymore,  and 
Ballinapark,  county  Oalway,  being 
scheduled  as  a  congested  district;  aod 
what  steps  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  have  these  townlands  so  scheduled. 

{Ansmred  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  power 
to  schedule  any  additional  areas  as  con- 
gested districts  has  lapsed  since  1892. 
'Fhe  Royal  Commission  on  Congestion  is 
to  inquire,  among  other  things,  what 
areas,  if  any,  outside  the  districts  now 
scheduled  as  congested  require  to  be 
dealt  with  as  congested,  so  that  the 
Qaestion  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  can 
be  considered  by  it. 

EzaminatioB  in  Irish  for  Clerkships  in 
Irish  Bisli  Courts  of  Jnstice. 

Mb.  HAZLETON :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Ix>rd-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  yet  in  a  position  to 
make  any  statement  with  regard  to  the 
inclasion  of  Irish  as  a  subject  of  examina- 
tion for  clerkships  in  the  High  Court  of 
Jnstice  in  Ireland. 

{Antwered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  subjects 
of  examination  for  clerkships  in  the  High 
Court  of  Jnstice  in  Ireland  are,  in 
pwBuance  of  statute,  to  be  determined  by 
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the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Civil  Service  Com* 
missioners.  I  am  informed  that  the 
whole  scheme  of  the  examination  is  under 
consideration,  and  the  Question  of  the 
inclusion  of  Irish  as  an  optional  subject 
will  be  carefully  considered  at  the  same 
time.  No  decision  upon  the  latter  point 
has  yet  been  arrived  at. 


Erection  of  Police  Barracks   at  Tnam, 
County  Oalway. 

Mr.  HAZLETON :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire 
land  whether  it  is  proposed  to  acquire 
land  in  Tuam,  county  Oalway,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  erection  of  a  new  police 
barracks  there;  and  whether  it  wul  he 
possible  to  do  this  without  buying  land 
on  which  occupied  houses  stand  from 
which  it  would  be  necessary  to  evict 
tenants  who  have  been  in  occupation  for 
a  number  of  years  past,  and  who  will 
suflfer  hardship  if  dispossessed. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  In- 
spector Oeneral  informs  me  that  it  has 
not  yet  been  decided  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  build  a  new  police  station  at 
Tuam.  If,  however,  the  necessity  should 
arise,  it  is  not  proposed  to  acquire  a  site 
upon  which  any  existing  houses  stand. 

Orants  by  Irish  Africnltnral  Department 
to  Irish  Acneoltual  Organisation 
Bocia^. 

Mr.  HAZLETON  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  can  state  how  much  money  was 
granted  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture during  the  last  financial  year  to  the 
Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  ; 
is  any  account  available  showing  how  the 
money  so  received  was  expended ;  whether 
any  of  the  money  was  given  by  the  Irish 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  to  the 
Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  say  how  much. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  In  reply  to 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  I  beg  to 
refer  to  my  Answer  to  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  which 
shows  that  a  grant  of  £2,000  was  made 
for  certain  specific  organisation  work 
during  the  twelve  months  ending 
February  2J*th,  1906.  An  account  is 
available  showing  how  the  grant  was 
expended.  No  portion  of  it  was  given  to 
the  Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society. 
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Oonstraction  of  a  Ferry  between  Eilbeg 
and  Knockierry. 

Mr.  HAZLETON  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutoiiant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  can  state  whether  the 
memorial  presented  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  with  reference  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  ferry  between  Kilbeg  and 
Knockferry  on  Lough  Corrib,  county 
Galway,  has  yet  been  considered  by  the 
Board;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state  what 
decision  the  Board  has  arrived  at  with 
regard  to  the  matter. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Brycf.)  On  the  16tli 
instant  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
decided  to  make  a  grant  of  one-third  of 
the  cost  of  the  proposed  ferry  across 
Lough  Corrib,  subject  to  the  conditions 
that  such  grant  shall  not  exceed  £300, 
and  that  the  work  shall  be  carried  out  by 
the  county  authorities  in  accordance  with 

liana  and  specifications  to  be  approved 

y  the  Board. 

Prison  Medical  Officers. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  liOrd-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
prison  medical  officers  appointed  under  7 
George  4,  chap.  74,  sec.  72,  were  perma- 
nent oiBcers,  and  as  such  entitled  to 
pensions  under  the  Paid  Officers  Super- 
annuation Act ;  and,  seeing  that,  since 
the  passing  of  the  Prisons  (Ireland)  Act, 
1877,  prison  medical  officers  in  Ireland 
are  appointed  as  temporary  officers,  and 
thereby  deprived  of  right  to  pension  and 
of  independence  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  whether  he  can  state  the  reason 
for  this  change. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Answer 
to  the  first  part  of  this  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  Since  the  passing  of  the 
Prisons  (Ireland)  Act,  1877,  such  prison 
medical  officers  as  do  not  devote  their 
whole  time  to  the  service  are  not  entitled 
to  pension.  The  fact  that  these  officers 
are  appointed  for  temporary  terms  does 
not  attect  the  question  of  pension,  which 
depends  upon  the  principle  now  generally 
recognised  throughout  the  public  service 
that  those  persons  only  who  devote  their 
whole  time  to  the  service  of  the  State  are 
entitled  to  pension.  Prison  medical 
officers  in  Ireland  are  appointed  for  re- 
current periods  of  three  years,  and  no 
case  has  occurred  in  which  the  appoint- 
ment has    not    been    renewed   at    the 


expiration  of  the  term  of  three  years. 
There  is,  I  am  informed,  no  ground  for 
the  assumption  that  these  officers  are  not 
independent  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties. 

Oommissioners  of  Oharitable  Donations 
and  Bequests  (Ireland). 

Mr.  HICHAM  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Sowerby) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
will  state  the  names  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests  (Ireland) ;  who  appoints 
them,  and  under  what  authority ;  and 
under  what  conditions  they  hold  office, 
both  as  to  emoluments,  expenses,  and 
dismissal. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests  for  Ireland  are  a  body  corporate 
established  under  the  Acts  7  and  8  Vic.,  c. 
97,  and  24  and  25  Vic,  c.  1 1 1 .  There  arc 
two  ex-officio  Commissioners,  namely, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the  Ixtrd 
Chief  Baron  of  Ireland,  and  eleven 
Commissioners  appointed  by  His 
Majesty  in  Council  by  Warrant  under 
the  Koyal  Sign  ManuaJ.  All  the  Com- 
missioners are  removable  by  His  .Majesty 
in  Council  by  similar  Warrant.  The 
Commissioners  do  not  receive  any  emolu- 
ments. The  expenses  of  their  office  are 
provided  by  Parliament.  Details  will 
be  found  at  page  210  of  the  printed 
Elstimates  for  the  current  financial  year. 
The  names  of  the  existing  Commissioneri 
are  as  follows  : — 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  A.  M.  Porter,  Bart. 

(Master  of  the  Rolls). 
The  Right  Hon.  C.   Palles  (Lord  Chief 

Baron). 
His  Honour  Judge  Carton. 
The  Right  Hon.  H.  E.  Chatterton. 
Henry  Perry  CoodlKxly,  Esq. 
The  hight  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Johnson. 
The  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  Walsh,  D.D. 
Charles  Kennedy,  Esq. 
The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  .lustice  Ross. 
The  Very  Rev.  J.  H.  Bernard,  D.  D. 
The  Hon.  Gemld  Fitzgerald. 
F.  C.  Pilkington,  Esq. 
The  Most  Rev.  Nicholas  Donnelly,  D.D. 

Members  of  Irish  Local  Oorernment 
Board. 

Mr.  HIGHAM:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenint  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  state  the  names  of  the 
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members  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Ireland ;  who  appoints  them  ;  and  under 
what  authority  and  under  what  conditions 
they  hold  office  as  to  emoluments, 
meetings,  expenses,  and  termination  of 
office. 


(Aiistoered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Local 
Government  Board  for  Ireland  was 
established  by  the  Act  35  and  36  Vic.  c. 
69.  The  Board  consists  of  a  President, 
being  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl- 
Lieutenant  for  the  time  being ;  the  Under- 
Secretary  to  the  liOnl-Lieutonant  for  the 
time  being  ;  a  Vice-President  and  two  other 
Commissioners,  one  of  whom  is  a  Medical 
Commissioner.  The  permanent  Com- 
missioners are  appointed  by  the  King, 
and  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of 
Uu  Majesty,  subject  to  retirement  on 
attaining  65  years  of  age.  The  two  ex- 
officio  members  of  the  Board  receive  no 
salary  as  such.  The  Vice-President 
receives  an  annual  salary  of  £1,500,  in- 
creasing to  £1,800.  The  remaining  two 
members  receive  each  an  annual  salary 
of  £1,000,  increasing  to  £1,200.  When 
absent  from  headquarters  on  duty  the 
members  receive  their  actual  expenses  of 
locomotion  and  a  subsistence  allowance  of 
21s.  a  night.  The  Board  meets  daily. 
The  names  of  the  existing  appointed 
members  of  the  Board  are   as  follows  :  -  - 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  H.  A.  Robinson, 

K.C.B.,  Vice-President. 
W.  L.  Micks,  Esq. 

T.  J.  Stafford,  Esq.,  Medical  Com- 
missioner. 


Poor  I«w  Commissioii— Irish  Medical 
KepresentatiTe. 

.Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUaH :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  avail  himself 
of  the  vacancy  in  the  Poor  liaw  Com- 
mission, caused  by  the  death  of  the 
O'Conor  Don,  to  appoint  an  independent 
Irish  medical  gentleman,  acquainted  with 
the  needs  of  the  Irish  Poor  i^aw  medical 
service,  to  a  seat  on  the  Commission. 


{Awu-eied  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  beg  to  refer 
to  the  Answer  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister  to  a  similar  Question  on  16th 
instant,  namely,  that  he  could  not  see  his 
way  to  adopt  the  suggestion.  The 
matter  does  not  fall  within  my  province. 


Boysl  Irish  Oonstabnlary— Betirement 
of  OouBty  Inspactora. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  could  give  a 
Return  showing  the  dates  on  which  the 
several  county  inspectors  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  attain  the  age  for  retiring ; 
and  showing  how  many  hours  each  week 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June  last  each 
county  inspector  devoted  to  the  duties 
of  his  office ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  reduction  in  these  duties  in  recent 
years,  he  will  consider  whether  one 
county  inspector  could  in  future  discharge 
the  duties  for  two  or  more  counties. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryre.)  It  does  not 
appear  that  any  useful  purpose  would  be 
served  by  furnishing  such  a  Return  as 
the  hon.  Member  desires.  According  to 
statute,  county  inspectors  are  not  eligible 
for  retirement  on  pension  until  they  have 
attained  the  age  of  60  years  and  have  had 
40  years'  service.  Upon  an  average 
about  three  per  annum,  thus  qualify 
for  retirement.  There  is  no  regula- 
tion requiring  county  inspectors  to 
keep  a  record  of  the  exact  number 
of  hours  occupied  by  their  duties. 
I  understand,  however,  from  the  In- 
s|)ector-(ieneral  that  the  time  of  county 
inspectors  is  fully  occupied  by  their  duties, 
in  which  there  has  not  been  a  reduction 
as  is  suggested  in  the  Question.  The 
existing  statutory  law  rc((U)res  that  there 
should  be  a  county  inspector  for  each 
county,  ami  no  change  could  lie  made 
without  legislation. 

Bale  of  the  Dickson  Estate,  Oonnty 
Leitrim  -Tenant's  Bight  to  Turbary. 

Mr.  DOLAN  (Uitrim,  W.) :  To  ask  tho 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ixtrd-Lioutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
in  ordering  the  sale  of  the  Dickson  Estate, 
situate  at  Tawley,  near  Tullaghan,  county 
Leitrim,  the  Land  Judge  gave  instructions 
that  each  tenant  should  lie  secured  in  liis 
right  to  turbary  as  heretofore  ;  and  will 
he  explain  why  an  attempt  is  being  made 
to  interfere  with  this  right. 

{Ans-wered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  understand 
that  the  Dickson  Estate  is  being  sold  in 
the  Land  Judge's  Court  under  the  fortieth 
section  of  the  Land  Act  of  189G.  I  am 
informed  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Court 
that  the  learned  Judge's  order  was  Ihat  a 
scheme  should   be  prepared    applotting 
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tufb&ry  to  the  tenants  entitled  to  it.  A 
scheme  has  now  been  prepared  as  the 
result  of  which  every  tenant  will  have 
turbary  to  last  at  least  twenty-five  years. 
The  scheme  will  come  before  the  Judge 
next  term  for  confirmation. 

Tobacco  Otowing  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  To  ask 

the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  be  will  forward  to  the 
Member  for  East  Glare  the  result  of  the 
negotiations  between  the  Treasury  and 
the  Irish  Agricultural  Department  as  to 
tobacco  growing  in  Ireland. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  will  in  due 
course  inform  the  hon.  Member  of  the 
result. 

Unaanitaiy  Schools  in  Ireland- 
Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how 
many  non-vested  national  schools  there  are 
in  Ireland,  how  many  have  been  reported 
to  the  Commirsioners  of  Education  by  their 
inspectors  as  being  unsanitary  ;  and  what 
would  be  the  probable  cost  of  puttine 
such  schools  into  proper  condition ;  and 
what  steps,  if  any,  does  he  propose  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  inform  me 
that  the  number  of  non-vested  schools  is 
4,930,  but  they  are  not  at  present  in 
a  position  to  say  how  many  of  these 
schools  have  been  reported  as  insanitary, 
or  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
putting  them  in  a  proper  condition.  I 
have  recently  announced  that  an  increased 
building  grant  has  been  arranged,  and 
that  it  IS  hoped  that  the  work  of  building 
and  repairing  schoolhouses  may  now  pro- 
ceed without  delay. 

Delay  in  Sal*  of  Estate  of  Abraham 
Evans.  Oonnty  Leitrim. 

Mr.  DOLAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tory t6  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  state  the  cause  for  the 
delay  of  the  sale  to  the  tenants  of  the 
estate  of  Abraham  Evans,  situate  in  the 
barony  of  Dromahaire  and  county  of 
Leitrim,  final  notice  for  sale  having  been 
served  by  the  Land  Judge's  Court  on 
December  19th,  1903. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  am  informed 
by  the  Registrar  of  the  Land  Judge's 


Court  that  the  estate  for  sale  comprises 
the  townland  of  Lisnagowan  and  part  of 
the  townland  of  Killooman.  The  tenants 
in  the  latter  townland  have  declined  to 
purchase.  All  the  tenants,  except  one, 
on   the  townland  of   Lisnagowan  have 

Xed  agreements  to  purchase,  but  the 
has  been  delayed  with  the  object  of 
endeavouring  to  bring  about  a  sale  to  the 
tenant  who  has  not  yet  agreed  to  purchase. 
The  case  was  to  have  been  brougnt  before 
the  learned  Judge  on  Thursday  last,  but 
owing  to  his  illness  has  had  to  be  post- 
poned till  next  sittings. 

Elections  (Meetings  in  Schoolrooms) 
Bill— GoTemment  Facilities. 

Mr.  ESSEX:  To  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  when  he  proposes  to  take  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Elections  Meetings 
in  Schoolrooms)  Bill  [Lords] ;  and  whether 
he  will  give  facilities  to  secure  the  early 
passage  of  this  measure. 

{Answered  by  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banwr- 
man.)  The  Government  are  favourably 
disposed  towards  this  Bill,  but  I  must 
abide  by  the  rule  I  have  laid  down  and 
abstain  from  giving  any  promise  of 
facilities  at  present. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Besenrists  of  Disbanded  Battalions. 

Sir  CARNE  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  can  state 
approximately  the  number  of  reservists 
connected  with  the  battalions  which  he 
proposes  to  disband. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldanb,  Haddington.) : 
Reservists  are  not  ear-marked  as  coming 
from  and  belonging  to  any  one  battalion 
of  a  regiment,  but  are  available  for  the 
I  regiment  as  a  whole.  The  number  of 
reservists  of  the  regiments  concerned  are 
as  follows : — Northumberland  Fusiliers 
1,364,  Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment 
1,534,  Lancashire  Fusiliers  1,449,  Man- 
chester Regiment  1,169. 

Sir  CARNE  RASCH :  WiU  all  the 
reservists  of  the  disbanded  battalions  be 
treated  in  the  same  way  as  of  those  not 
disbanded  % 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Yes. 
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Tha  Egyptian  Ghurison. 

Mr.  F.  K  smith  (Liverpool,  Walton) ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  effect  he  proposes  to  give  and 
when  to  the  recommendation  of  Lord 
Cromer  that  the  Egyptian  garrison 
should  be  reinforced. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Effect  was  given  to 
the  recommendation  of  Lord  Cromer  that 
the  Egyptian  garrison  should  be  rein- 
forced at  the  time  that  the  recommenda- 
tion was  made.  The  permanent  rein- 
forcements consisted  of  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  a  battery  of  Royal  Horse 
Artillery  and  the  four  companies  of  a 
Line  B^ment  stationed  in  Egypt  which 
were  tnuosferred  from  Crete. 

The  Ooldstream  Oourds. 
Sib  SAMUEL  SCOTT  (Marylebone, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  condemned  batta- 
hon  of  Coldstream  Guards  is  to  sail  for 
Egypt  in  October ;  and  whether  the 
Govemment  intend  that  the  whole  of  the 
exceptional  expense,  which  will  be 
necessarily  incurred  by  married  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  men, 
owing  to  moving  for  one  year,  is  to  fall 
upon  the  battalion,  or  whether  the 
Govemment  is  prepared  to  contribute 
towards  this  exceptional  expenditure. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  This  battalion  will 
go  to  Egypt  on  September  29th.  No 
decision  has  been  come  to,  to  treat  this 
battalion  in  respect  of  the  expenses  of 
their  move  differently  from  other  Infantry 
battalions. 

Potted  Meats  in  Becimental  OantMns. 

Colonel  HERBERT  (Monmouthshire, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  Messrs.  Dickeson,  who 
were  recently  convicted  of  selling  potted 
meat,  not  of  the  quality  that  nature  de- 
manded, in  the  canteen  of  Hounslow 
Barracks,  have  a  monopoly  for  the  sale  of 
groceries  and  other  commodities  purchas- 
able in  those  barracks ;  whether  he  can 
state  the  number  of  similar  monopolies 
kekl  by  this  firm,  and  the  amount  paid 
annually  in  respect  of  each ;  and  whether 
any  steps  are  taken  by  the  military 
authorities  to  secure  for  soldiers  and  their 
families,  who  use  regimental  canteens, 
the  benefits  and  protection  afforded  by  a 
system  of  co-operative  trading. 
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Mu.  HALDANE:  In  barracks  when 
any  firm  is  the  canteen  tenant,  that  firm 
has  the  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  supplie* 
within  barracks,  but  this  monopoly  doeo 
not  extend  to  the  supply  of  messes,  of 
officers,  sergeants  or  soldiers.  The 
number  of  contracts  held  by  them  is  not 
known  at  the  War  Office ;  the  amounts 
paid  in  the  form  of  rebate  are  approxi- 
mately 3s.  6d.  per  month  for  each  soldier 
and  5  per  cent,  on  their  purchases  for 
married  soldiers.  As  regards  the  last 
part  of  the  Question,  the  choice  of  system 
IS  left  to  Commanding  Officers  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Brigade  Commander. 
I  may  add  that  Messrs.  Dickeson  were 
not  convicted  of  selling  potted  meat  unfit 
for  human  food,  but  of  having  sold  potted 
meat  containing  respectively  eighty  grains 
and  1 29  grains  of  borax  per  lb. 

Qowenunent  Anunnnition- 
Mr.J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northum- 
berland, Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  is  the 
difference  between  small-arms  ammunition 
Mark  IV.  and  Mark  V.,  and  between 
Mark  V.  and  Mark  VI. ;  will  he  state 
when  the  manufacture  of  Mark  VL 
began;  and  what  quantities  have  been 
manufactured,  either  by  the  Qovemment 
or  by  contractors,  of  Mark  V.  and  Mark 
VI.  respectively,  specifying.the  quantities 
produced  in  each  year. 

♦Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  difference  be- 
tween Mark  IV.,  V.,  and  VI.  cartridges 
lies  in  the  bullets,  which  in  the  case  of  the 
two  former  have  a  hole  in  the  head,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  two  latter  have  a  hard 
lead  core,  Mark  IV.  having  a  soft  core. 
The  manufacture  of  Mark  VI.  commenced 
in  1903.  The  following  millions  of  cart- 
ridges Mark  V.  and  VI.  have  been 
manufacture<l : — 


1899-90 
1903-04 
1904-05 
1905-06 


1899-90 
1903-04 
1904-05 
1905-06 

Q 


MarkV. 

Ordnance 
Factories. 


19 
6 


Mark  VI. 

Ordnance 
Factories. 


Trade. 
24J 


Trade. 


2 
31 
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Army  Promotion. 
♦Sir  ROBERT?  HOBART  (Hampshire. 
New  Forest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  as  a  sequel  to 
the  abolition  of  the  appointment  of 
Second -in-Command  by  Army  Order  154, 
1906,  he  will  make  such  regulations  as 
will  ensure  a  minimum  number  of  majors 
doing  regimental  duty,  in  view  of  the 
present  system  of  appointing  captains  in 
the  place  of  majors  holding  staff  appoint- 
ments. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  It  is  not  considered 
expedient  to  make  regulations  on  this 
subject,  but  my  hon.  friend  can  rest 
assured  that  the  point  will  not  be  over- 
looked. 

The  Irish  Guards. 
♦Sir  ROBERT  HOBART  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
give  the  annual  difference  in  expense  if 
the  Irish  Guards  were  disbanded  instead 
of  the  3rd  Battalion  Coldstream  Guards, 
taking  into  consideration  the  cost  of  the 
regimental  staff  and  band  and  dep6t  and 
recruiting  establishments,  which  have  to 
be  maintained  for  the  single  battalion  of 
the  former  regiment. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  saving  would 
be  increased  by  about  £17,000  a  year 
and  the  strength  of  the  Army  further 
diminished  by  four  officers  and  some  300 
men,  if  the  Irish  Guards  had  been 
selected  for  disbandment  in  lieu  of  the 
3rd  Battalion  Coldstream  Guards. 

♦Sir  ROBERT  HOBART  asked  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  or 
would  take  into  consideration  the  length 
of  the  service  of  the  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  the  two  regiments. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  the  Irish  Guards 
had  got  a  very  strong  battalion,  ahd  the 
War  Office  decided,  after  a  very  close  and 
careful  consideration  of  the  matter,  that 
they  should  be  retained  in  preference  to 
the  3rd  battalion  of  a  regiment  that  had 
got  two  other  battalions. 

Army  Beorganisation. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
will  issue  a  Paper  showing  the  details  of 
his  scheme   of  Army  reorganisation  as 
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I  effecting  each  separate  branch    of    the 
Regular  and  Auxiliary  Forces. 


Mr.   HALDANE:    I 

considering  this  matter. 


am  at  present 


Winter  Training  for  the  Militia- 
Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if 
he  will  state  what  Militia  battalions  he 
proposes  to  mobilise  for  winter  training ; 
to  what  places  they  are  to  be  stationed 
what  is  to  be  the  effective  strength  of 
each  battallion ;  and  how  many  months 
these  battalions  are  to  be  under  training. 

Mr.   HALDANE:    The  twenty   bat 
talions  of  Militia  Infantry  selected  for 
extended   training  are  as  follows : — 3ril 
Batt.,  The  Buffs  (East  Kent  Regiment) ; 
5th  Batt.,  The  Royal  Warwickshire  Regi- 
ment; 7th  Batt.,  The  Royal  Fusiliers 
(City  of  London  Regiment) ;  4th  Batt., 
The     Prince     Albert's      (Somersetshire 
Light  Infantry)  ;  3rd  Batt.,  The  Bedford- 
shire Regiment;    3rd  Batt.,  Alexandra, 
Princess    of    Wales's    Own    (Yorkshire 
Regiment) ;  6th  Batt.,  Lancashire  Fusi- 
liers ;  4th  Batt.,  The  Cameronians  (Scot- 
tish Rifles) ;  3rd  Batt.,  The  Oxfordshire 
light  Infantry;   3rd  Bate.,  The   Loyal 
North  Lancashire  Regiment ;  4th  Batt., 
The  King's  (Shropshire  Light  Infantry) ; 
7th  Batt.,  The  King's  Royal  Rifle  Corps ; 
3rd  Batt.,  The  Prince  of  Wales's  (North 
Staffordshire  Regiment) ;  3rd  Batt.,  The 
York  and  Lancashire    Regiment;    3rd 
Batt,    The    Gordon  Highlanders;    3rd 
Batt.,  The  Queen's  Own  Cameron  High- 
landers ;  4th  Batt.,  The  Royal  Irish  Rifles ; 
5th  Batt.,  The  Connaught  Rangers  ;    3rd 
Batt.,  The  Royal  Munster  Fusiliers ;   4th 
Batt.,  The  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers.     The 
recruits  will  be  trained  for  six  months  at 
the  head-quarters  of  their  units  except  in 
the  case  of  battalions  which  have  been 
accustomed    to    carry    out    preliminary 
drill  immediately  before  annual  training 
and  are  given  the  option  of  continuing 
this    practice.     The  annual  training   of 
the     Wtalions     will     under     present 
arrangements  be  for  forty-one  days  and 
will  take  place  as  usual  in  the  summer. 
I    cannot    undertake    to    foretell    what 
their  effective  strength  will  be.    I  may 
add  that  the  trainmg  is   experimental 
only  and  we  shall  watch  the  results  very 
closely.     It  may  be  possible  t»  shorten 
the  period  in  future  years. 
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BalliacoUis  Canteen  OontnuTt 
Mr.  SHERHAN  (Cork  County,  Mid.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  an  order, 
signed  by  Major  M.  F.  Halford,  dated 
JuJy  9th,  was  issued  at  York,  to  the 
effect  that  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
satisfactory conditions  of  the  contracts 
between  the  Canteen  and  Mess  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  Limited,  and  the  units  in 
command  dealing  with  the  society,  the 
General  Officer  Commanding  -  in  -  Chief 
directed  that  no  fresh  contracts  should 
be  entered  into  with  this  society,  and 
that  all  existing  contracts  should  be 
terminated  as  soon  as  other  arrangements 
oould  be  made  ;  is  this  the  same  Canteen 
and  Mess  Society  which  was  fined  £10 
and  costs  at  Ballincollig,  county  Cork, 
petty  sessions,  on  June  4th  last,  for 
having  sold  margarine  not  marked  or 
branded  as  such  in  the  military  canteen 
at  Ballincollig ;  and  is  he  aware  that 
this  same  company  are  supplying  civilians 
with  drink  and  other  goods  at  Ballincollig 
in  contravention  of  a  War  Office  order 
strictly  forbidding  this  practice  ;  and  will 
he  see  that  immediate  arrangements  are 
made  whereby  a  company,  guilty  of 
malpractices  alleged  in  this  Question, 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  continue  in 
control  of  the  military  canteen  at 
Ballincollig. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  As  regards  the 
first  part  of  the  Question,  I  am  aware 
of  the  order  alluded  to,  and  the  matter 
i»  receiving  my  attention.  As  regards 
the  second  part  of  the  Question,  no 
information  has  reached  the  War  Office, 
but  the  attention  of  the  General  Officer 
Commanding  will  be  drawn  to  the  points 
raised  in  the  Question. 

Norwieh  Bamcks. 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH  (Maidstone) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  seeing  that  the  War 
Office,  in  August,  1904,  communicated  to 
the  citizens  of  Norwich  the  approval  of 
the  Army  Council  to  the  scheme  for 
building  new  barracks  there,  he  will  say 
whether  the  decision  of  the  Army  Council 
not  to  build  new  barracks  there  has  yet 
been  communicated  to  the  citizens  of 
Norwich. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  No  decision  on  this 
Question  has  been  formally  announced  by 
the  Army  Council,  but  it  has  been  publicly 


statc<l  that  it  is  not  at  present  propose  1 
to  go  on  with  the  scheme  of  building  the 
barracks  in  question. 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH  inquired 
whether  land  was  not  given  on  condition 
that  barracks  should  bebuilt,  and  whether 
the  War  Office  did  not  accept  the  gift 
under  those  express  conditions. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  understand  that 
there  was  a  transaction  between  my  pre- 
decessor the  Member  for  Croydon 
and  the  citizens  of  Norwich.  I  am 
very  sorry  that  the  citizens  of  Norwich 
should  be  disappointed,  but  of  course  I 
cannot  be  bound  by  that  decision  of  my 
predecessor  on  a  question  of  military 
training  in  which  the  interests  of  the 
Army  as  a  whole  have  to  be  looked  to. 

♦Mr.  L  E  H  M  a  N  N  (Leicestershire, 
Market  Harborough) :  What  was  the 
promised  contribution  of  Norwich,  and 
what  was  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
barracks  7 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  believe  that  the 
value  of  the  ground  presented  by  the 
citizens  of  Norwich  was  about  £5,000, 
and  the  cost  of  the  barracks  would  be 
from  £150,000  to  £200,000. 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH:  Are  the 
Army  Council  entitled  to  change  their 
minds  and  policy  t 

*Mr.  HALDANE:  The  Army  Council 
are  entitled  to  change  their  policy  when- 
ever they  get  larger  lights. 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH:  Are  not 
the  Government  bound  to  carry  out  their 
promises  1 

Mr.  HALDANE:  ReaUy,  does  the 
noble  Lord  suggest  that  we  should  set 
aside  the  whole  question  of  the  brigade 
training  of  the  cavalry  in  this  country 
for  individual  convenience  1 

The  Artillary. 
Major  McMICKING  (Kircudbright- 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  beneficial  results 
will  be  obtained  by  changing  the  terms 
of  enlistment  for  the  Horse  and  Field 
Artillery  from  three  years  service  with 
the  colours  and  nine  with  the  reserve,  to 
six  years  with  the  colours  and  six  with 
the  reserve. 
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Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  terms  of  service 
for  the  Horse  and  Field  Artillery  are  to 
be  changed  from  three  years  colour  ser- 
vice and  nine  years  in  the  reserve  to  six 
years  colour  service  (with  the  extra  year 
if  serving  abroad)  and  six  years  in  the 
reserve,  in  consequence  of  the  difSculties 
of  finding  drafts  for  the  Artillery  in 
India  and  the  Colonies.  The  terms  of 
service  were  changed  in  the  Infantry 
from  three  years  colour  service  and  nine 
years  reserve  service  to  nine  years  colour 
service  and  three  years  reserve  service 
two  yeftrs  ago  in  consequence  of  the 
break-down  in  the  provision  of  the  drafts 
in  that  arm,  owing  to  the  disinclination 
of  the  men  to  extend  their  service  in 
suflScient  numbers.  The  same  situation 
is  now  reproduced  in  the  case  of  the 
Artillery,  the  number  who  extend  hot 
being  sufficient  to  ensure  the  provision  of 
drafts.  In  the  case  of  the  Colonies  we 
are  already  unable  to  provide  drafts  from 
the  extended  men,  and  this  will  become 
true  of  India  also.  To  send  out  men  who 
do  not  extend  and  return  in  a  year  is 
not  very  costly,  but  does  not  tend  to 
efficiency.  The  term  decided  upon  is  the 
shortest  term  that  will  provide  the 
necessary  reserves  on  mobilisation  whilst 
ensuring  the  provision  of  drafts  in  India 
and  the  Colonies.  On  account  of  draft 
difficulties — as  it  was  in  the  case  of  the 
Infantry — it  has  now  become  necessary 
to  increase  the  term  of  colour  service  from 
three  to  six  years.  Moreover,  there  are 
other  advantages  in  the  change  proposed. 
Beservists  after  six  years  with  the  colours 
are  superior  to  reservists  who  have  been 
only  three  years  with  the  colours,  and 
under  the  new  scheme  it  is  hoped  that 
we  shall  have  a  reserve  of  additional 
trained  Artillery  officers  from  the  new 
source. 

The  Bewaarplaatsen- 
•  Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Bewaarplaatsen  is  still  in 
possession  of  the  Transvaal  State  to  the 
same  extent  as  before  the  war;  and 
whether  any  mining  operations  are  now 
being  carried  on  under  these  reserved 
areas. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.) :  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  not  yet  received 


a  reply  to  his  telegraphic  inquiry  aa  to  the 
exact  position. 

Eilindini  Port,  East  Afirica. 
*SiR  C.  HILL  (Shrewsbury) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  wh  ether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the 
facilities  for  landing  and  shipping  goods 
at  the  Port  of  Kilindini,  East  Africa. 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  carefully  considered  this  Ques- 
tion, and,  having  consulted  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  authorises 
me  to  say  that  the  construction  of  a  deep- 
water  pier  at  Kilindini  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding £80,000  will  be  proceeded  with 
as  quickly  as  possible.  The  scheme  pro- 
vides for  a  pier  which  will  allow  a  ship 
450  feet  in  length  and  drawing  27  feet  of 
water  to  lie  afloat  and  to  load  and  unload 
cargo  alongside  at  low  water  of  spring 
tides  with  safety  under  all  circumstances 
of  wind  and  weather. 

Preserration  of  African  Fanna. 
*SiR  C.  HILL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
action  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  proposes  to  take  to  give  effect 
to  the  views  of  the  deputation  which 
recently  waited  upon  him  in  regard  to 
the  preservation  of  the  fauna  of  Africa ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
sum  approaching  iC10,000  a  year  is 
received  from  the  operation  of  the  East 
Africa  Game  Regulations,  he  will  under- 
take to  allocate  a  sum  not  less  than 
£1,000  in  next  year's  Estimates  for  that 
Protectorate  towards  the  efficient  policing 
and  protection  of  the  Northern  or  Lake 
Rudolf  Reserve. 

♦Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  Secretary  of 
State  is  communicating  with  the  authori- 
ties of  the  different  colonies  and  protec- 
torates in  West  and  East  Africa  with  a 
view  to  giving  effect,  as  far  as  practicable, 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  deputation. 
With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question,  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  instructing  the  Commissioner  of 
the  East  African  Protectorate  to  bring 
forward  the  question  of  making  better 
provision  for  the  protection  of  the  reserves 
when  the  Estimates  for  next  year  are 
submitted,  but  he  cannot  undertake  to 
say  at  present  whether  it  will  l>e  possible 
to  allocate  a  sum  as  desired. 
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Kafiis  in  tin  Tnuuraal  Oold  Mine*. 

Lord  GASTLEREAGH:  I  b«g  to 
ask  tke  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  he  will  state  what  has 
been  the  increase  or  decrease  in  the 
number  of  Kaffirs  employed  in  the  Trans- 
raal  gold  mines  during  the  last  six  months. 

•Mb.  CHURCHILL  :  The  number  of 
Kaffirs  employed  in  the  Transvaal  gold 
mines  on  December  31st,1905,  was  93,831, 
and  the  number  so  employed  on  the  30th 
ultimo  90,882,  being  a  decrease  during 
the  six  months  of  2,949. 

Oraofe  Bhrer  FopnlatioB. 
LoBD  GASTLEREAGH:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  is  the  respective  population 
of  Dutch  and  British  in  the  Orwige  River 
Colony. 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  The  census  does 
not  distinguish,  and  I  cannot  undertake 
to  make  an  estimate. 

Bittiah  OentnJ  Africa  Protectorate. 

*Mlc  EEES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether,  in  view  of  the 

S>po8ed  establishment  of  a  Legislative 
uncil  for  the  East  Africa  Protectorate, 
the  Government  propose  to  take  action 
of  the  like  character  in  respect  of  the 
British  Central  Africa  Protectorate. 

*Mr. CHURCHILL:  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  for  some  time  had  under  con- 
sideration the  expediency  of  the  change 
which  my  hon.  friend's  Question  suggests. 

Malte. 
Mb.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  is  the  precise  nature 
of  the  promises  made  by  the  British 
Government  to  the  Roman  Catholio 
Church  in  Malta,  and  referred  to  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  in  his  letter 
to  the  Governor,  dated  May  6th  last 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  have  to  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  reply  which  I 
gave  to  a  similar  Question  by  the  Member 
for  the  Wells  Division  on  June  19th.  t 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT:  I  fail  to  see 
that  that  was  any  Answer  to  this  Question, 


t  See  (4)  Debate*,  clix.,  .35. 


Chunbliac  ia  the  Federated  Malay 

Statas. 

Mb.  ALLEN  (Christchurch) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secre^ry  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  it  is  the  practice  in  the 
Federated  Malay  States  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  farm  out  the  gambling  establish- 
ments to  the  highest  oidder ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  state  what  means,  if  any, 
are  taken  to  restrict  the  growth  of 
gambling  amongst  the  Chinese  mining 
population. 

♦Mr.   CHURCHILL :    The  exclusive 
right  of  keeping  public  gaming-houses  and 
of  issuing  licences  for  gaming  is  farmed 
I  out.     I  am  not  aware  whether  the  highest 
'  tender  is  always  accepted,  but,  doubtless, 
I  as  a  rule   the  Government  accepts  the 
most  favourable    terms.     The    nght   is 
I  subject  to  certain  regulations  and  restric- 
'  tions,  the  principal  of  which  are :    that 
the  existing  accommodation  for  gaming 
shall  not  be  increased  without  the  written 
sanction  of  the  resident ;  that  the  resident 
may  prohibit   the  issue  of   licences  for 
private  gaming  in    any    district ;   that 
public  gaming  shall   only  be  permitted 
with  certain  specified  hours ;  and  that  no 
wages  of  miners  or  other  labourers  shall 
be  paid  within  the  prccints  of  a  gaming- 
house.    I  may  add  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  review  the 
general  character  of  the  regulations  in 
the  Federated  Malay  States  when  other 
public    business     of     a    more     pressing 
character  has  been  disposed  of. 

Sokoto  and  HadeUa. 
Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  when  he  proposes  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  Papers  dealing  with  the 
recent  military  operations  in  Sokoto  and 
Hadeija. 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  So  far  as  I  know, 
the  only  promise  given  has  been  to  lay 
Papers  with  regard  to  the  Munshi 
coimtry  ;  but  I  see  no  objection  to  giving 
Papers  about  Sokoto  and  Hadeija  at  the 
same  time,  and  they  will  be  laid  when 
ready. 

Bestrictions  on  Protestants  in  Malta. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonics  if  he  can  state  when  the  negotia- 
tions between  his  Department  and  the 
Governor  of  Malta  in  reference  to  the 
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removal  of  certain  restrictions  imposed 
upon  Protestants  will  be  complete  ;  and 
will  the  whole  correspondence  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

♦Me.  CHURCHILL  :  I  have  to  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  reply  which  I 
gave  on  Saturday  to  a  simiW  Question 
by  the  Member  for  North  Down.f 

Mr.  SLOAN :  This  is  the  Question  I 
was  advised  by  the  Speaker  to  give 
notice  of.  Cannot  the  hon.  Gentleman 
give  the  House  some  approximate  idea 
when  the  correspondence  will  be  com- 
pleted and  laid  1 

♦Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  daresay  it  will 
be  laid  before  we  meet  in  the  Autumn. 
It  will  certainly  be  completed  before  the 
House  reassembles,  and  as  soon  as  it  is 
completed  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
consider  and  decide  what  part,  if  any,  of 
it  shall  be  laid. 

South  Afirican  War  Claim. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  seeing  that  Dr.  Chwei- 
back,  whose  claim  for  restitution  of 
property  taken  from  him  during  the 
South  African  war  has  been  only  in  small 
part  met,  was  admittedly  engaged  in  the 
Red  Cross  medical  service,  and  seeing 
that  the  claim,  after  being  rejected,  was 
officially  admitted  to  have  real  foundation, 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  the 
case  being  re-examined  on  international 
grounds  and  in  the  interests  of  the  general 
maintenance  of  the  voluntary  Red  Cross 
service  during  war. 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  Secretory  of 
State  does  not  consider  that  the  circum- 
stonces  stated  by  the  hon.  Meml>er  afford 
a  ground  for  re-opening  the  case  in  the 
absence  of  fresh  evidence. 


Oanadian  Emigration  Bonnties. 
Mr.  HAZLETON  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretory  of  Stote 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  has  yet 
received  from  the  Canadian  Government 
the  particulars  he  undertook  to  ask  for 
with  reference  to  payments  to  shipping 
agents  in   Ireland  on   the  part  of  the 

t  See  col.  212 


Canadian  Government  in  connection  with 
emigrants  from  Ireland  to  Canada. 

♦Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  The  particulars 
have  not  yet  been  received  from  Canada. 
I  will  communicate  them  to  the  hon. 
Member  when  they  arrive. 

Outrages  by  Chinese  Coolies  in  the 
TrausTaal. 

Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretory  of  Stote  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  Government 
of  the  Transvaal  to  consider  means  for 
the  prevention  of  outrages  by  the 
Chinese  labourers,  after  hearing  evidence 
from  farmers  and  others,  recommended 
that  the  area  in  which  Chinese  with 
leave-permits  are  permitted  to  roam 
should  be  contracted  from  an  area,  of 
about  1,600  square  miles  to  one  of  about 
160  square  miles,  he  will  say  whether 
this  Amendment,  which  met  with  the 
approval  of  every  section  of  the  Trans- 
vaal population,  was  negatived  by  His 
Majesty  s  Government. 

♦Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  see  from  the  telegram  of  June 
11th,  printed  at  page  124  of  Cd.  3025, 
that  His  Majesty's  (luvernmeut  were  not 
prepared  to  agree  to  contract  the  area 
tor  all  leavo-]>ermits  by  legal  enactment. 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  accepted 
a  number  of  the  committee's  recom- 
mendations which,  it  may  be  anticipated, 
will  ensure  more  satisfactory  control. 

Opium  in  the  Federated  Malay  States 
Mines- 

Mr.  a.  ALLEN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  -  Secretory  of  Stote  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that  under 
the  truck  systfkn,  which  prevails  in 
certoin  of  the  mines  in  the  Federated 
Malay  Stotos,  the  Chinese  miners  receive 
part  payment  of  their  earnings  in  opium  ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  what  steps 
can  be  token  to  put  an  end  to  this. 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  have  no  in- 
formation on  the  point,  but  the  High 
Comm  ssioner  will  be  asked  for  a  Report. 

Opium  in  the  Transvaal  Mines- 

I      Mr.    BAKER:     I    beg    to    ask    the 

Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 

what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  token  tO 
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restrict  the  sale  of  opium  to  the  Chinese 
coolies  in  the  Transvaal ;  and  whether 
such  restrictions  have  been  successful. 

•Mb.  CHURCHILL  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  approved  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  committee  which  inquired 
into  the  conditions  of  Chinese  labourers 
on  the  mines  and  printed  at  page  84  of 
Cd.  3025.  I  am  not  aware  whether  the 
Transvaal  Government  is  satisfied  that 
the  control  will  be  effective  without 
farther  legislation,  but  inquiry  will  be 
made. 

Eniopeuis  in  the  Egyptian  Serrice. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
A&irs  what  is  the  number  of  British  and 
other  Europeans  in  the  service  of  the 
Khedivial  Government ;  and  whether  the 
priDcii^e  of  open  competition  is  in  any 
degree  applied  to  their  selection. 

Thk  SECRETARY  to  tot  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  RuN- 
CIHAN,  Dewsbury;  for  Sir  Edward 
Grkt):  The  last  return  of  the  number 
of  European  oflBcials  in  the  service 
of  the  Egyptian  Government  will  be 
fuand  in  Blue  Book,  Egypt  No.  3, 
1899,  page  47.  For  the  principle 
governing  the  selection  of  British  candi- 
dates, I  would  refer  the  hun.  Member  to 
Lord  Cromer's  Annual  Report  for  last 
year  (Egypt  No.  1,  1906,  page  57)  where 
the  method  of  selection  is  fully  explained. 

Cretan  Baforms- 
Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  decision  of 
the  four  Powers  with  regard  to  the  re- 
forms to  be  introduced  in  Crete  has  been 
formulated;  and  whether  he  is  in  a 
position  to  communicate  the  details  of 
the  scheme  to  the  House. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  It  does  not  seem 
necessary  to  publish  the  Note  separ- 
ately as  a  Parliamentary  Paper,  but  a 
summary  has  already  appeared  in  the 
newspapers. 

Cost  of  the  Egyptian  QarrisoB. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  what  is  the  amount  of  Egypt's 
contribution  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Army  of  occupation  in  Egypt ;  what  is 


the  proportion  of  that  to  the  whole  cost ; 
what  are  the  respective  increases  of  cost, 
British  and  Egyptian,  in  consequence  of 
the  reinforcement  of  the  army  of 
occupation ;  and  what  the  strength  of  the 
force  is  now  to  be. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  The  present  con- 
tribution is  X100,000  a  year,  which 
represents  approximately  the  extra  cost 
of  the  force  in  Egjrpt,  before  the  recent 
increase,  over  its  cost  at  home,  which 
would  be  about  £276,000.  The  future 
strength  of  the  force  will  be  about  5,700, 
but  the  future  contribution  is  at  present 
under  consideration. 

Entry  into  the  Oounilar  Senric*. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury): I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  candi- 
dates with  actual  commercial  experience 
have  been  nominated  to  compete  for  two 
only  of  the  ten  vacancies  which  have 
occurred  in  the  general  consular  service 
since  the  adoption  of  the  new  scheme 
based  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  of  1903;  and  whether  this 
proportion  will  be  increased  in  the  future. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  There  have  been 
two  examinations  for  five  vacancies  each 
since  the  adoption  of  the  new  scheme. 
For  the  first  examination,  which  was  held 
in  July,  1905,  it  was  decided  that  the 
fairest  course  was  to  take  the  candidates 
from  those  who  had  long  been  expecting 
a  nomination  under  the  old  regulations. 
At  the  second  examination,  which  has 
just  been  held,  two  vacancies  out  of  five 
were  reserved  for  candidates  with  actual 
commercial  experience.  The  number  of 
candidates  for  nomination  of  that  class 
was,  however,  very  small,  though  every 
effort  was  made  both  by  advertisement 
and  private  inquiry  to  obtain  more 
competitors. 

Chambers  of  Commerce  and  the  Consolar 
Service. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  the 
recent  Congress  of  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce of  the  Empire  to  the  effect  that  the 
British  consular  service  should  be 
strengthened  on  lines  calculated  to  make  it 
more  effective  for  the  promotion  of  the 
commerce   of  the   British  Empire ;    and 
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whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  action 
in  this  direction. 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN:  The  resolution 
has  not  been  commonioated  to  my  right 
hon.  friend,  and  he  does  not  know  what 
the  practical  suggestions  were  which 
gave  rise  to  it.  Changes  have  been 
made  recently  on  the  recommendations 
of  a  committee  summoned  by  Lord 
liansdowne  to  effect  the  object  in  view. 

Appointment  of  Magistrates- 
Mr.  HENEY  (Shropshire,  Welling- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  if 
he  would  use  his  influence  that  recom- 
mendations for  county  magistrates  of 
gentlemen  who  possess  the  present  neces- 
sary qualifications  should  be  dealt  with 
with  more  consideration  than  has  been 
done  during  the  period  his  Government 
has  been  in  office ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  the  county  of  Shropshire, 
out  of  about  250  county  magistrates, 
with  the  exception  of  about  ten,  the 
whole  number  are  members  of  the 
Unionist  Party. 

*SlR  C.  HILL  :  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  replies,  might  I  ask  whether 
he  is  aware  that  about  a  month  ago  the 
vacancies  in  the  magistracies  of  the 
borough  of  Shrewsbury  were  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  seven  gentlemen  of  whom 
SIX  are  well-known  supporters  of  his 
Party  1 

Mr.  henry  :  My  Question  refers  to 
the  county  and  not  to  the  borough 
magistracy. 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.):  Perhaps  the  House 
will  allow  me  to  make  a  somewhat  full 
statement  in  answer  to  my  hon.  friend. 
Exclusive  of  Lancashire,  there  are  222 
boroughs  with  separate  benches  of 
justices  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in 
addition  there  are  separate  county 
benches  in  all  the  counties  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Wales,  most  of  which  are 
divided  into  Parliamentary  divisions, 
and  each  division  is  sub -divided  into 
different  districts  for  magisterial  pur- 
poses. In  all  they  number  many  hun- 
dreds. The  Lord  Chancellor  is  quite 
aware  that  there  is  a  great  preponderance 
of  Conservative  justices  in  most  of  these 
districts  and  considers  it  a  great  evil.     It 


impairs  the  confidence  that  ought  to 
prevail,  and  causes  a  legitimate  sense 
of  injustice.  Up  to  the  present  date 
fresh  appointments  have  been  made  in 
113  out  of  322  boroughs,  and  out  of  the 
ninety-eight  counties  and  liberties  in 
England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  fresh 
appointments  have  been  made  or  a 
provisional  list  made  out  in  forty-five. 
It  is  quite  impossible  for  this  business 
to  proceed  with  greater  rapidity.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  that  it  is  necessary' 
to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  all  the 
names  recommended,  though  in  nearly 
all  cases  the  Members  of  Parliament 
have  done  their  best  to  help  with  the 
information  at  their  dispostd.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  cordial  assistance  of 
almost  all  the  Lord-Lieutenants  w^ith 
whom  he  has  been  in  communication, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  would  not  have 
accomplished  all  that  has  been  done. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  wishes  to  secure 
a  fair  balance  of  classes  and  opinions  on 
the  bench,  but  he  is  not  prepared  to 
treat  this  office  which  is  concerned  vrith 
the  administration  of  justice  to  the 
poorest  classes  as  a  fnize  for  poHtical 
services  and  the  process  must  take  time. 
Nor  is  he  prepared  to  withdraw  from 
still  more  important  business  a  greater 
portion  of  his  time.  With  respect  to 
the  county  of  Shropshire  itself,  it  is 
believed  that  there  is  a  great  disparity 
though  not  so  great  as  assumed  in  the 
Question.  It  is  the  same  in  other 
counties.  It  is  impossible  for  the  whole 
of  this  vast  business  to  be  treated  at  one 
time,  and  the  numerous  cases  must  pro 
ceed  in  order. 

Mr.  SLOAN :  In  view  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  opinion  that  the  Unionist 
magistrates  are  a  great  danger,  is  it 
intended  to  withdraw  their  commissions  T 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  said  that  the 
disparity  was  a  great  evil. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  S.E.) :  Aris- 
ing out  of  that  Answer,  I  beg  to  ask  if 
we  are  to  imderstand  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  G«ntleman  that 
in  recent  years  magistrates  have  been 
improperly  appointed  ;  and  whether  he 
will  issue  instructions  to  Lords-Lieu- 
tenant that  in  future  they  are  to  appoint 
magistrates  on  political  grounds  and  not 
on  the  ground  of  merit. 
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*Mb.  GLADSTONE :    That  Question 
miut  be  addressed  to  the  Prime  Minister, 


on  whose  behalf  I  replied. 


Mb.  LAMBTON: 
portant  Question. 


It  is  a  most  im- 


Mb.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  extend  his  generous 
hand  to  Ireland,  where  75  per  cent,  of 
the  magistrates  are  Unionist  1 

Me.  EEDDY  (King's  County,  Birr.) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
it  is  as  easy  to  approach  the  Shah  of 
Persia  for  a  recommendation  as  a  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  an  Irish  county  t 

Mr.  Findlay's  D«ap«teli- 
Lord  E.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
hia  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
despatch  of  Mr.  Findlay  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  July 
5(h,  1906 ;  and  whether  any  further 
"deplorable  effects"  have  ensued  from 
the  utterances  of  the  hon.  Members 
therein  referred  to. 

•Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  no  in- 
formation beyond  what  has  been  officially 
published. 

Kilbun  Tradesmen  and  Motor  Trafftc- 
Mb.  weir  (Boss  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  at  a  meeting  of  Kilbum  tradesmen 
on  the  evening  of  the  23rd  instant,  the 
menace  to  local  trade  caused  by  motor 
omnibuses  was  discussed,  and  a  resolution 
carried  declaring  that  the  present  service 
of  motor  buses  along  the  High  Boad, 
Rilbum,  was  dangerous  and  distasteful, 
and  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
speed  should  not  exceed  seven  miles  an 
hour ;  and  will  he  state  what  action  it  is 
popowd  to  take  in  regard  to  this  and 
any  other  similar  resolutions. 

•Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  seen  a 
report  of  the  meeting  at  Kilbum.  I  fear 
I  can  only  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the 
Answer  which  I  gave  to  his  Question 
respecting  accidents  on  the  1 9th  of  this 
month,  in  which  I  stated  that  under 
existing  powers  steps  have  been  taken 
and  are  being  taken  to  mitigate  the 
nuisances  contained  of. 


Wxun  (EU^t  Hofon)  loaiilnr. 
Mr.  BAPHAEL  (Derbyslrire.  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  when  the  promised 
inquiry  into  the  question  of  an  eight 
hours'  day  for  miners  will  be  held ;  the 
nature  of  the  bod  v  to  whom  the  inquiry 
will  be  entmsted ;  and  the  names  al 
those  who  will  conduct  the  inquiry. 

*Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  have,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  promise  I  gave  during  the 
debate  on  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill  on  >lay  11th, 
appointed  a  Departmental  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  probable  economic  effect 
of  such  a  limitation  to  the  hours  of  labour. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Gloucester 
has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  consented  to  be 
chairman,  and  the  memliers  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  Sir  Andrew  Agnew,  Mr.  Cox, 
Professor  of  Mining  at  the  Boyal  College 
of  Science,  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Kincardine,  Sir  Bobert  Giffen,  Lord 
Glantawe,  and  Mr.  Bedmayne,  Professor 
of  Mining  at  Birmingham  University. 
The  Committee  will,  no  doubt  begin 
their  inquiry  after  the  holidays. 

Mr.  LEHMANN  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  terms  of  reference  t 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Yes,  they  are  as 
follows : — To  inquire  into  the  probable 
economic  effect  of  a  limit  of  eight  hours 
to  the  working  day  of  coal  miners,  both 
when  calculated  from  bank  to  bank,  and 
when  otherwise  calculated,  upon  (1)  pro- 
duction ;  (2)  wages  ;  (3)  employment ;  (4) 
the  export  trade  ;  (5)  other  British  indus- 
tries which  might  be  affected  thereby : 
regard  being  had  to  the  different  condi 
tions  obtaining  in  different  districts, 
seams  and  collieries ;  and  also  into  the 

Erobable  efifect  of  such  a  limit  upmt  the 
ealth  of  the  miners,  and,  if  they  think 
necessary,  to  extend  their  inquiry  to 
metalliferous  mines. 

Mr.  KEIB  HABDIE  (Merthyr  Tyd- 
vil)  asked  whether  anyone  representing 
the  working  miners  had  been  appointed, 
and,  if  not,  whether  it  was  intended  to 
include  such  a  representative. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE :  No.  I  consulted 
with  some  of  my  hon.  friends,  and  it  was 
settled  that  this  being  an  inquiry  of  an 
economic  nature  the  out-and-out  advocates 
or  opponents  of  the  eight-hours  system 
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should  aot  be  on  the  Committee,  but 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  limited  to  the 
economic  aspect  of  the  question. 

Prison  Discipline. 
Mr.  baker  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment how  many  convicted  prisoners  were 
certified  to  be  unfit  for  prison  discipline  in 
the  years  1904-5 ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  persons  so  certified  are  constantly 
returned  to  prison,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  some  better  way  being 
found  of  dealing  with  them. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE:  In  1903-4  the 
number  of  convicted  prisoners  received 
in  prison  was  190,791,  and  the  number 
certified  unfit  for  prison  dicipline  was 
345,  the  correspondmg  figures  for  1904-5 
were  198,716  and  412.  It  is  a  difficult 
question  what  should  be  done  with 
persons  unfit  for  prison  discipline  who 
commit  serious  crime,  or  who  are  per- 
sistently guilty  of  minor  offences.  Those 
physically  unfit  for  discipline  are  treated 
in  the  prison  infirmary ;  those  unfit 
through  mental  weakness  are  placed 
under  the  care  of  the  medical  officer  and 
receive  special  treatment  suitable  to 
their  condition.  I  hope  that  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Feeble-minded  will  be 
uble  to  make  recommendations  which  will 
be  of  material  assistance  in  dealing  with 
the  latter  class. 

Epileptic  Prisoners- 
Mr.  baker  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  give  the  number  of 
convicted  prisoners  who  were  found  to 
be  epileptics  during  the  years  1904-6 ; 
and  if  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
steps  being  taken  to  ascertain  the 
existence  of  epilepsy  before  conviction, 
and  thus  prevent  such  irresponsible 
sufferers  being  convicted  as  criminals. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  numbers 
are  as  follows  : — 1903-4,  Epileptics  certi- 
fied insane,  four ;  Epileptics  certified  unfit 
for  prison  dicipline,  twenty-seven.  Total 
thirty-one.  1904-5,  Epileptics  certified 
insane,  five ;  Epileptics  certified  unlit  for 
prison  dicipline,  sixteen.  Total  twenty- 
one.  When  these  are  compared  with 
the  total  number  of  persons  received  in 
prison  on  conviction  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  total  number  of  tases  in  which 
persons  were  convicted   and  afterwards 


found  to  be  epileptic  is  very  smalL  As 
the  law  stands,  it  is  for  the  defence  to 
raise  at  the  trial  the  question  of  insanity ; 
but  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  all 
epileptics  are  insane  or  irresponsible. 
On  the  contrary,  many  persons  subject  to 
epileptic  fits  are  in  normal  conditions 
perfectly  sane  and  responsible,  and  it 
would  be  neither  just  nor  practicable 
to  class  them  with  the  insane. 

Beduction  of  Light  Does- 
Me.  W.  R.  REA  (Scarborough) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the  accumulated 
surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities 
concerned,  he  is  yet  able  to  announce  any 
concessions  in  regard  to  the  light  dues 
charged  on  shipping. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  thk  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd-Georgk,  Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  Yes,  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  announce  that  the  state  of  the  funds 
will  permit  of  a  further  temporary  reduc- 
tion of  7^  per  cent,  (making  a  total 
reduction  of  20  per  cent.)  in  the  light 
dues  charged  on  shipping,  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  beginning  April  1st,  1907. 

Boyal  Commission  on  Canals- 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Ba-ird 
of  Trade  whether  arrangements  have 
been  made  to  add  a  member  to  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Canals  in  respect  to  the 
Irish  portion  of  the  subject  which  is 
being  inquired  into :  and  when  will  this 
appointment  be  made  and  the  name  of 
the  new  Commissioner  announced. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  ;  The  name  of 
an  additional  member  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Canals  with  special 
kriowlodge  of  the  Irish  portion  of  the 
subject  is  being  submitted  to  the  King 
and  will  bo  announced  as  soon  as  His 
Majesty's  approval  has  lieen  signified. 

British  Guiana  Mail  Service. 
Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  (Kent, 
Ashford) :  I  bog  to  ask  the  Postaaaster- 
General  what  steps  be  is  taking  to 
arrange  for  a  renewal  of  a  direct  and 
regular  mail  service  between  this  country 
and  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana; 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  effects  upon 
trade  which  have  been  caused  by  the 
action  of  the  Imperial  authority  in 
breaking  with  the  Koyal  Mail  Company 
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and  providing  no  alternative  service  ;  and 
whether  he  can  explain  why  no  regard 
has  been  paid  to  the  protests  of  the 
local  legislature,  and  to  their  offer  of  a 
Buleidj  of  £5,000  towards  a  mail  service. 

The  POSTMASTEE-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Stdnkt  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
br) :  Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve 
the  present  arrangements  for  the  convey- 
ance of  mails  to  and  from  British  Guiana. 

Postage  Sates  on  Literatorelfor  the  Blind- 
Mr.  BUCKMASTER  (Cambridge) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Poetmaster-General  whether 
he  can  now  state  the  actual  reductions 
that  he  propoees  to  make  on  the  postage 
of  literature  for  the  blind ;  and  any  regu- 
lations he  proposes  to  promulgate  with 
legsrd  to  that  matter  1 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :    Acting  on 
the  authority^  given  by  the  Bill  that  has 
jost  passed   the  House  of  Commons,  I 
propose  to  give  the  following  concessions, 
and  to  introduce  the  following  regulations, 
in  reference  to  the  postage  on  literature 
for  the  blind.     The  books,    magazines, 
etc^  printed  in  type  for  the  blind  will  be 
included  in    the   letter    and    newspaper 
malls,  and    not  under  the   parcels  post. 
There  will  be  a  limit  of  weight  of  five 
pounds,  and  the  usual  limit  of  size,  viz., 
iwo  feet,  by  one  foot,  by  one  foot.  These 
limits  will,   however,  as  I   understand, 
permit  any  volume  of  blind  type  to  receive 
the  iHivileges  of  reduced  postage.    The 
lowest  rates  by  which  such  literature  can 
now  be  sent,  where  it  exceeds  two  ounces 
are,  under  the  parcel  post,  as  follows : — 
Up  to  one  pound  in  weight,  3d. ;  up  to 
two  pounds  in  weight,  4d. ;   rising  to  6d. 
for  a  package  weiring  five  pounds.     In 
future  bona  fide  literature  for  the  blind 
will  pass  at   the   following  rates : — For 
pack^es  weighing  up  to  two  ounces.  Ad. ; 
for  packages   up  to,  and  not  exceeding 
two  pounds.  Id. ;  for  packages  exceeding 
two  pounds  and  not  exceeding  five  pounds 
l|d.    That  is  to  say,  the  cnarge  on  an 
ordinary  single  volume   in   Braille   typo 
weighing,  say,  2  pounds,  will  be  reduced 
from  4d.  to  Id.,  and  if  it  weighs  between 
three  and  four  pounds,  which  is  the  coni- 
mon  weight,  the  charge  instead  of  being 
5d.  to  «£  wiU  be  only  1  Jd.     Each  packet 
will  have  to  bear  a  printed  label  marked 
"  BUnd  Literature,    and  will  have  to  be 
packed  so  as  to  facilitate  inspection  of  tjie 
contents.    The  new  rates  and  regulations 


will    come    into    force    from    the    Ist 
September. 

Delay  of  Preu  Telegrams. 
Mr.  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk, 
N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  complaints  have  reached 
him  regarding  telegraphic  delays  taking 
place  at  Terrington,  Norfolk,  on  messages 
being  handed  in  at  Birmingham,  Sheffield, 
Cardiff,  and  Newcastle  on-Tyne ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  repeated  official 
s'atements  that  the  telegraph  work  of 
the  country  is  diminishing,  and  that 
the  staff  is  in  process  of  being  reduced, 
he  will  state  the  reason  of  the  delays. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  No  such 
complaints  have  reached  me,  and  nothing 
is  known  of  the  matter  at  the  local 
Post  Office. 

Teachers'  Segister. 

Mr.     ASHLEY     (Lancashire,    Black- 

Cl) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
icA  of  Education  what  is  the  number 
of  teachers  at  present  on  the  register  ; 
whether  it  is  proposed  in  the  event  of 
the  abolition  of  the  register  to  return 
their  registration  fees ;  and,  in  that  case, 
what  will  Ite  the  amount  to  be  refunded 
by  the  Treasury. 

Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.): 
The  number  of  names  on  Column  B  on 
July  27th,  1906,  was  5,686  men  and 
5,763  women,  or  11,449  in  all.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  with  any  accuracy  how 
many  names  are  supposed  to  he  on 
Column  A  of  the  Register.  The  Board 
of  Ekiucation  originally  supplied  some 
80,000.  names  of  Certificated  Teachers, 
from  Departmental  records,  to  the 
Teachers'  Registration  Council,  and  haVe 
since  added  some  10,000  more  names  to 
their  list  of  Certificated  Teachers.  But 
neither  the  Teachers'  Registration  Court- 
cil  nor  the  Board  of  Mucation  have  ever 
possessed  the  means  for  keeping  an 
accurate  list  up  to  date,  owing  to 
difficulties  in  regard  to  changes  of  name 
on  marriage  and  to  persons  leaving  the 
profession,  or  dying,  without  the  Board 
receiving  information.  There  is  no 
registration  fee  for  Column  A,  but  the 
fee  for  Column  B  is  one  guinea,  so  that 
some  £12,000  would  be  refunded. 
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Lord  BALCABBES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
any  intention  of  renewing  the  Kegister 
and  putting  it  on  a  more  satisfactory 
basis  t 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Yes,  Sir,  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  do  so. 

Watford  Secondary  School- 

Mr.  MICKLEM  (Hertfordshire,  Wat- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  he  has  under 
consideration  a  scheme  promoted  by  the 
Herts  County  Council  for  building  a  new 
secondary  school  in  Watford  at  a  cost  of 
£10,000,  to  be  settled  upon  denomina- 
tional trusts  in  perpetuity  corresponding 
with  the  denominational  trusts  upon 
which  the  Watford  grammar  schools  are 
now  held ;  what  proportion  of  the  sum  of 
£10,000  and  the  future  costs  of  mainten- 
ance of  the  schools  it  is  proposed  to  throw 
upon  the  rates  of  Watford  and  the  county 
respectively ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
the  Watfora  Urban  District  Council  and 
other  public  bodies  have  protested  against 
the  scheme,  he  will  refuse  his  sanction  to 
the  scheme  so  far  as  it  proposes  to  create 
a  new  denominational  school  endowed 
with  public  money. 

Mr.  BIBBELL  :  A  public  inquiry  has 
recently  been  held  in  regard  to  the 
matter  referred  to  in  the  Question.  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  Beport  of  the 
Commissioner  who  held  the  inquiry,  and 
I  cannot,  therefore,  yet  make  any  state- 
ment upon  the  case. 

Watford  Orammar  School. 
Mr.  MICKLEM :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  public  inquiry 
was  held  at  Watford,  on  July  24th,  by 
Mr.  W.  C.  Fletcher,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  into  the  foundation  of 
the  Watford  grammar  schools,  including 
the  question  of  the  need  of  a  higher 
elementary  school  at  Watford,  and  that 
at  such  inquiry  Mr.  Fletcher  refused  to 
allow  counsel  for  the  Watford  Urban 
District  Council  or  any  members  of  the 
public  to  raise  any  questions  or  give  any 
evidence  as  to  the  funds  and  endowments 
of  the  said  foundation,  or  as  to  the  pro- 
posed expenditure  on  new  buildings  and 
maintenance  ;  and  whether  the  President 


of  the  Board  of  Edacation  will  refuse  or 
delay  his  sanction  to  any  new  scheme  for 
the  said  foundation  until  after  a  further 
public  inquiry  has  been  held,  and  the 
views  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Watford  and  the  inhabitants  of  Watford 
ascertained. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  Answer  I  have  just  given 
to  his  previous  Question,  to  which  I  can- 
not at  present  add  anything,  beyond 
stating  that  I  understand  that  the  dis- 
allowances are  not  quite  accurately  stated 
in  the  Question. 

West  Ham  Schools. 
Mr.  THOBNE  (West  Ham,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  overcrowding  of  two  schools 
under  the  control  of  the  West  Jtiam 
Education  Authority,  viz.,  Hermit  Boad 
School,  in  the  boys'  department  (capacity 
480),. in  which  there  are  now  588  on  the 
roll ;  in  the  girls'  (capacity  480),  on  the 
roll  600 ;  in  the  infants'  (capacity  610), 
on  the  roll  640 ;  Star  Lane  School,  boys' 
department  (capacity  480),  on  t^e  roll 
527  J  giris'  (capacity  480),  690  on  the 
roll;  and  whether  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion propose  to  compel  the  West  Ham 
Education  Authority  to  build  additional 
school  accommodation  to  prevent  the 
overcrowding  in  the  schools  mentioned. 

Mk.  BIBBELL  :  My  attention  had  not 
been  called  to  the  matters  referred  to 
until  I  saw  the  hon.  Member's  Question 
two  days  ago,  and  the  shortness  of  notice 
of  the  Question  has  not  permitted  me 
to  give  that  consideration  to  the  case 
which  is  needed  before  I  could  properly 
ftaake  any  official  pronouncement  upon 
it  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member.  I  may 
say,  however,  that  according  to  figures 
obtained  for  me  so  recently  as  Friday 
last,  the  overcrowding  seems  to  be  not 
so  serious  as  would  appear  from  the 
figures  in  the  Question;  the  average 
attendance  of  the  boys'  and  the  girk' 
and  the  infants'  departments  at  Star 
Lane  being,  I  am  told,  507  and  478  and 
534,  respectively,  with  accommodation 
(on  the  10  feet  basis)  for  480  and  480 
and  696  respectively,  and  on  the  8  square 
feet  basis,  of  course,  for  considerably 
more.  But  I  will  have  the  matter 
investigated. 
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FiM  Education. 

SibG.  KEKEWICH  (Exeter):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  under  what  statute;  or  by  what 
sothority,  a  parent  has  now  a  right  to 
demand  ifree  education  for  his  child  in 
a  public  elementary  school,  inasmuch  as 
Section  5  of  the  Free  Education  Act  of 
\>i'i\  was  repealed  by  the  Education  Act 
of  1903. 

Mr.  BIBUELL  :  When  Section  6  of 
the  Elementary  Education  Act  of  1891 
WIS  repealed,  there  was  substituted  for 
it  an  equivalent  provision  in  Paragraph  5 
of  the  Third  Schedule  of  the  Education 
Act  of  1902.  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
will  find  that  this  fuUy  safeguards  the 
rij^t  in  question. 

Cooper  School.  Manton  Sicca- 
Mk.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester): I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
Beport  upon  the  Cooper  School,  at 
MuBton  Sicca,  Gloucestershire,  stating 
the  date  or  dates  of  the  foundation  of  the 
tnut,  the  terms  of  its  deeds,  the  present 
condiUon  of  the  properties  held  under 
the  trust  deeds,  and  the  proposals,  if  any 
have  been  made,  affecting  the  future  of 
the  schooL 

Mr.  BIBRELL  :  Ab  the  Question  was 
only  on  the  Paper  on  Saturday  morning 
there  has  not  been  time  for  me  to  go 
adequately  into  the  case  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member.  I  think  .  it  would 
hardly  be  worth  while  to  go  to  the 
labour  and  expense  of  asking  Parliament 
to  print  and  issue  all  the  various  docu- 
ments about  this  one  school,  as  seems  to 
be  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member.  But 
if  he  will  let  me  know  by  letter  the 
precise  points  upon  which  he  desires 
iuformation  I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish 
him  with  it  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
No  decision  will  be  made  by  the  Board 
of  Education  upon  the  case  for  some  time 
to  come. 

EBaoachmeBt  on  Grown  Landi  In  the 
New  Forest. 

Sir  ROBERT  HOBART:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasure 
whether  the  attention  of  His  Majesty  s 
Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  has 
beeu  drMrn'  *o  the  proceedings  <rf  the 


deputy  ranger  of  the  New  Forest,  in 
oausiog  the  destruction  of  certain  wooden 
buildinn  belonging  to  a  working  man, 
named  Purkis,  on  the  outshirts  of  Lynd* 
hurst,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  they 
were  an  encroachment  on  Crown  lands ; 
whether  full  compensation  will  be 
awarded  to  Purkis  for  the  injury  d<Hie  to 
him;  and  whether  instructions  will  be 
given  to  the  Crown  authorities  to  refrain 
ttma.  such  action  in  the  New  Forest  on 
all  such  future  occasions. 

Thi  financial  SECRETARY  to 
Tint  TREASURY  (Mr.  McKbnna,  Mon- 
mouth, N.) :  It  is  the  duty  of  the  deputy 
surveyor  to  prevent  encroachments  upon 
forest  lands  by  private  owners.  I  am 
informed  that  in  the  present  instance  he 
was  careful  to  satisfy  himself  by  investi- 
gation on  the  spot  that  an  encroachment 
had  been  made  and  was  gradually  being 
extended.  After  persuasion  had  failed 
and  due  warning  been  given  the  shed  was 
removed.  The  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sioner in  charge  of  the  New  Forest  was 
recently  drawn  to  the  case  and  he  also 
personally  inspected  the  place  and 
satisfied  himself  that  an  encroachment 
had  been  made. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY.JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.) :  What  was  the  reason  for 
making  forcible  entry  on  this  poor  man's 
property  instead  of  taking  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  the  usual  way  ? 

Mr.  MoKENNA  :  I  think  the  circum- 
stances stated  in  my  Answer  justify  the 
course  taken. 

ParUamtntary  Employees  and  Pensions. 
Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Govern- 
ment employees  in  the  lighting  and 
ventilating  department  of  the  House  are 
not  entitled  to  pensions  by  Section  17  of 
the  Superannuation  Act  of  1859,  he  will 
consider  the  possibility  of  allowing  such 
employees  to  qualify  for  pensions  by 
obtaining  certificates  from  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners,  it  being  under- 
stood that  they  would  present  themselves 
for  examination  in  the  usu^  way. 

Mr.  MoKENNA  :  The  position  of  these 
men  is  similar  to  that  of  a  great  number 
of  the  employees  in  public  Departments. 
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The  terms  of  their  employment  made  it 
clear  that  they  would  not  be  entitled  to 

rtnsion,  and  I  do  not  see  on  what  grounds 
could  make  the  concession  asked  for  by 
my  hon.  friend. 

Mb.  ALDEN  :  Are  these  men  when 
engaged  made  to  understand  they  will 
not  be  entitled  to  a  pension  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

Regent  Street. 
Mr.  STRAUS  (Tower  Hamlets,  Mile 
End) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  ho  is  aware  that  His 
Majesty's  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests,  in  their  design  for  the  rebuild- 
ing of  Regent  Street,  have  proposed  the 
reduction  of  space  above  the  ground  floor 
to  the  extent  of  2,638  feet ;  and  whether 
he  can  see  his  way  to  prevent  any 
diminution  of  the  existing  area  in  this 
thoroughfare. 

Mr.  MoKENNA  :  I  am  informed  that 
no  complete  design  has  been  settled  for 
the  rebuilding  of  Regent  Street  other 
than  the  Quadrant,  but,  as  the  houses  in 
the  whole  street  will  be  rebuilt  in  the 
near  future  by  degrees  either  singly  or  a 
few  at  a  time,  a  general  building  line  for 
the  whole  street  has  been  agreed  between 
the  Commissioner  of  Woods  and  the 
London  County  Council.  I  believe  a 
reduction  of  3,400  feet  in  the  area  at 
present  occupied  is  contemplated,  but  as 
the  upper  storeys  of  many  of  the  houses 
will  be  built  further  out  than  at  present, 
I  understand  that  there  will  be  no  loss  in 
cubic  contents,  and  it  is  not  expected  that 
the  Land  Revenue  will  be  adversely 
affected.  On  the  other  hand,  the  street 
will  be  widened. 

Bex  ▼.  Adcock. 

Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  a  nolU  prosequi  has  been 
entered  in  the  ease  of  Rex  v.  Adcock,  in 
the  trial  of  which,  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Central  Criminal  Court,  the  jury  failed 
to  agree;  and,  whether,  if  a  shorthand 
report  was  taken  of  the  trial,  he  will  have 
the  notes  published  and  presented  to  the 
House. 

The  attorney  general  (Sir 
John  Walton,  Leeds,  S.) :    My  right 


hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary  has  asked 
me  to  answer  this  Question.  I  should 
like  to  say  that  before  the  matter  came 
under  my  consideration  the  learned  Judge 
who  tried  the  case  expressed  the  strong 
opinion  in  public  that  the  prosecution 
ought  not  to  continue,  and  the  accused 
ought  not  again  to  be  put  on  h<s  triaL 
After  this  judicial  pronouncement, 
obviously  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  retry  the  case  with  any  prospect  of 
securing  a  con^dction.  The  result,  having 
regard  to  the  evidence,  was  not  to  me  a 
matter  of  surprise. 

Parcels  Post  Delays  in  Limerick. 
Mr  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmastefr-General 
whether  it  is  necessary  that  parcel  post 
from  Rathkeale  and  Adare  for  cross 
channel  destination  should  be  left  twenty- 
four  hours  in  Limerick ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  butter  sent  from  these  places 
to  England  per  parcel  post  is  frequently 
kept  more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  the 
Limerick  post  office,  that  is,  between  the 
arrival  of  the  afternoon  train  in  Limerick 
at  3-30  o'clock  until  4  o'clock  on  the  follow- 
ing day ;  and  that  complaint  on  the 
matter  has  been  made  to  the  Post  OflRce 
authorities  without  avail ;  and  whether, 
in  the  case  of  butter,  he  will  take  stepe  to 
have  an  immediate  improvement  in 
delivery  effected. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  Hon. 
Member  is  under  a  misapprehension  in 
supposing  that  parcels  from  Rathkeale, 
reaching  Limerick  at  3.30  p.m.,  are  kept 
until  4  o'clock  the  following  day.  On 
Mondays  and  Wednesdays  such  parcels 
are  despatched  in  a  direct  parcel  mail  to 
Dublin  at  3.55  p.m. ;  on  other  days  when 
the  number  of  parcels  is  too  small  to 
warrant  a  direct  mail  they  are  forwarded 
to  Dublin  at  11  p.m.  the  same  day.  I 
have  now  under  consideration  the 
question  of  improving  the  parcel  post 
service  between  the  South  of  Ireland  and 
England  by  making  use  of  the  new 
Rosslare  and  Fishguard  route. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:  Why  does 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mention 
the  case  of  Adare  t  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  a  constituent  there  informing 
me  the  facts  are  as  stated  in  my  Question. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  If  the  hon. 
Member   will  forward    me  any  aotoal 
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complaints  I  will  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made. 

Mr.  O-SHAUGHNESSY:  I  put  it  in 
my  Question.    I  will  forward  the  letter. 

Liiiierick  Lftameis. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
Genend  if  he  authorised  the  sending  of  a 
paper  to  the  Postmaster  of  Limerick 
which  asked  if  any  of  the  learners  at 
that  office  would  accept  a  transfer  as  a 
paid  learner  to  any  English  office,  with 
the  stipulation  that  the  inquiry  did  not 
imply  any  promise  of  an  appointment, 
bat  prospects  of  obtaining  an  established 
ai^intment  would  be  better  in  England ; 
if  80,  will  he  explain  how  such  an  offer 
was  commensurate  with  the  position  of 
these  learners,  some  of  whom  hare  almost 
four  years  service. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  The 
Answer  is  in  the  affirmative.  The  object 
of  the  offer  was  to  improve  the  position 
of  the  learners  by  giving  them  a  better 
prospect  of  early  appointment. 

Idmerick  Staff  OrieTutces. 
Mr.  DELANY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  what  are  the  con- 
siderations which  govern  the  selection 
of  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists  for 
relief  duties  at  head  and  sub-post  offices, 
and  by  what  process  is  the  suitability  of 
the  man  tested  ;  will  he  say  whether  a 
sorting  clerk  and  telegraphist  on  the 
postal  staff  at  Limerick  was,  contrary  to 
precedent,  selected  for  special  telegraph 
duty  in  connection  with  tne  recent  naval 
manoeuvres ;  and  is  he  aware  that  the 
Limerick  telegraph  staff  petitioned  the 
Postmaster  of  Limerick  on  the  subject ; 
and  will  he  say  why  this  officer,  who 
returned  to  his  headquarters  on  July 
22nd,  after  having  been  five  weeks  absent 
on  the  duty  above  referred  to,  was 
again  selected  from  the  whole  of  tho 
Umerick  staff  for  relief  duty  on  July 
23rd.  ^ 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Officers 
chosen  for  relief  duties  outside  their  own 
offices  are  required  to  be  fully  qualified 
in  all  respects  to  perform  the  relief  duties 
in  question.  In  making  the  selection, 
moreover,  it  is  necessary  to  consider 
what  officers  can  be  spared  from  their 
ordinary     duties    with     the     minimum 


amount  of  inconvenience.  I  am  not  at 
present  aware  of  the  circumstances 
which  governed  the  choice  of  the  officer 
who  was  sent  from  Limerick  in  connection 
with  the  recent  naval  manoeuvres,  but 
I  am  having  inquiry  made  on  the 
subject. 

Rathkeale  Post  Office- 
Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  be  has 
received  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Town 
Commissioners  of  Kathkeale  asking  him 
to  build  a  new  post  office  there,  and  also 
that  it  be  made  a  head  office;  and 
whether,  considering  the  importance  of 
the  town  and  the  want  of  a  suitable 
office,  he  will  do  as  requested. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  have 
received  a  resolution  in  the  sense  which 
the  hon.  Member  mentions,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  I  cannot  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Rathkeale.  The  new  Sub-Postmistress 
will,  as  is  usual  in  towns  of  the  class  of 
Rathkeale,  provide  the  office,  and  care 
will  be  taken  that  the  accommodation  is 
adequate. 

Unasked  Qoestion. 
Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.)  asked  the  Speaker  whether  it  was  in 
order  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
representative  of  Trinity  College  to  put 
on  the  Paper  a  Question  containing  a 
number  of  imtruthful  allegations  and 
then  not  ask  it  in  the  House,  so  that 
hon.  Members  could  hear  the  reply  t 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  is  not  very 
courteous  to  say  the  Question  contains  a 
number  of  untruthful  allegations.  No 
doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  been  here  if  he  had  not  been 
detained  by  his  professional  duties. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  Lon- 
don) asked  for  information  as  to  the 
business  arrangments  for  the  week. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerhan,  Stirling  Burghs) 
said  that  to-morrow  the  Colonial  Vote 
would  be  taken,  and  on  Wednesday,  when 
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BepoTt  of  Supply  would  be  brought  to  a 
close,  the  Home  Office  and  Foreign  Office 
Would  be  put  down.     On  Tliurgday  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Araropriation  Bill 
would  be  taken ;  and  on  Friday  the  Trade  ' 
Disputes  Bill.    That  Bill  would  be  taken , 
again  on  Saturday  in  the  event — which  j 
he  did  not  wish  to  anticipate — of  its  not 
being  finished  on  Friday.     On  Saturday 
there  would  also   be  taken  the  Third 
Reading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill,  the! 
Motion  for  the  adjournment,  and  one  or 
two  minor  Bills. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  rather 
a  large  Saturday  programme. 

SiB  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said  that  there  might  be  no  business  at 
all  on  Saturday  except  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Appropriation  Bill  and  the  adjourn- 
ment Motion.  He  regarded  the  possible 
prolongation  of  the  .Committee  stage  of 
the  Trade  Disputes  Bill  over  Friday  as 
an  unpleasant  hypothesis. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
asked  whether  the  adjournment  Motion 
would  cover  the  order  luid  conduct  of 
business  for  the  autumn  session,  or  would 
it  merely  fix  the  date  for  the  re-assembling. 

Si«  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said  that  it  would  include  both ;  and  that 
he  would  make  a  statement  to-morrow. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  asked  whether 
the  statement  of  the  Under-Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  as  to  the  new  Transvaal  Con- 
stitution would  begin  the  discussion  of 
the  Colonial  Vote,  and  whether,  if  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Trade  Disputes 
Bill  were  not  concluded  by  eleven  o'clock 
on  Friday,  the  House  would  be  kept 
sitting  until  that  stage  was  concluded. 
He  suggested  that  the  undertaking  given 
by  the  Prime  Minister  as  to  not  carrying 
the  Friday  sitting  beyond  eleven  o'clock 
did  not  apply  to  next  Friday. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said  that  the  Under-Secretary's  statement 
would  open  the  discussion  of  the  Colonial 
Vote.  He  was  not  aware  of  having  given 
any  pledge  as  to  the'  duration  of  next 
Friday's  sitting. 


and  W<Ues)  Ml 
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PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 
Seventh  Report  brought  up,  and  read ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  oe  printed. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
"  To  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of 
certain  Local  Loans  out  of  the  j/ocal 
Loans  Fund,  and  for  other  purposes  relat- 
ing to  Local  Loans,"  presented  by  Mr. 
McKenna ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  to- 
morrow, and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  333.] 

POOR  LAW  (SCOTLAND)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

"  To  further  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
the  settlement  of  the  Poor  in  Scotland," 
presented  by  Sir  Thomas  Glen-Coats ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Mr. 
Cochrane,  Mr.  Crombie,  Mr.  Gulland, 
Mr.  Menzies,  Mr.  Smeaton,  Mr.  Dundas 
White,  and  Mr.  Younger ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Thursday  25th  October, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  334.] 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

Mb.  WALTER  LONG  (DubUn,  S.) 
moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time 
on  this  day  three  months.  .  He  said  that 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
had  shown  unfailing  courtesy  and  untiring 
patience  in  the  conduct  of  a  very  difficult 
measure ;  but  that  was  all  that  could  be 
said  of  a  satisfactory  character  in  regard 
to  the  passage  of  the  Bill.  The  net 
result  of  prolonged  discussion  was  that 
the  Bill  had  not  been  amended  in  any 
way  satisfactory  to  the  Opposition. 
Nothing  had  been  done  to  make  it  leas 
objectionable.  There  had  been  no 
demand  for  the  measure  in  its  present 
form.  The  methods  of  the  Bill  were 
clumsy  and  the  machinery  extremely 
cumbersome.  Its  effect  on  local  govern- 
ment generally  would  be  disastrous  ;  and 
its  operation  on  the  Church  schools 
monstrously  unjust  and  cruelly  oppressive. 
He  had  never  known  the  passing  of  any 
Bill  to  leave  so  extraordinary  a  record  as 
this  had  done.  Important  Qovemment 
Amendments  were  frequently  put  down 
on  the  day  on  which  they  came  on  for 
discussion.  On  Clause  4  there  were 
forty  lines  of  Amendments  in  the  name- 
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of  the  GoTomment,  and  next  day 
other  Amendments  were  put  down 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Im- 
portant GoTemment  Amendments,  ex- 
hibiting all  signs  of  haste  in  prepara- 
tion, were  frequently  put  down  shortly 
before  tlie  dxy  for  discussion  (under  the 
closure)  of  the  clauses  concerned.  Thus, 
upon  the  Friday  preceding  the  Monday 
upon  which  the  debate  upon  Clause  4 
began  more  than  forty  lines  of  Amend- 
mente  were  found  upon  the  Paper  in  the 
name  of  the  Minister  for  Education, 
involving  important  questions  of  principle 
and  detail  including  the  State-aided 
schools.  The  Government  declared  that 
these  Amendments  had  been  very 
carefully  considered.  But  the  next  day 
three  new  Gk>vernment  Amendments  to 
those  Amendments  appeared.  Farther, 
apon  the  Friday  preceding  the  Monday 
upon  which  the  Report  Stage  of  the  Bill 
was  begun  over  twenty  Government 
Amendments  to  the  same  clause  appeared. 
So  prominent  a  RadicaJ  educationist  as 
Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  had  stated  with 
reference  to  some  of  these  proceedings 
upon  Clause  4,  that — 

"The  Government  Amendments  had  been 
finog  on  the  Paper  quite  nnconsideretl. 
Justice  coald  not  be  done  in  the  limited 
time  assigned  to  the  clause,  to  the  immense 
new  problein  before  them." 

There  were  many  points  in  the  Bill 
upon  which  the  House  and  the  country 
knew  absolutely  nothing.  With  regard 
to  the  "  facilities  "  which  were  supposed 
to  improve  the  treatment  of  voluntary 
schools  the  House  was  left  in  complete 
ignorance.  The  same  remark  applied  to 
finance.  By  the  operation  of  the  closure 
the  finance  of  the  Bill  had  been  passed 
not  only  without  explanation,  but  with- 
out discussion.  Although  a  very  large 
sam  of  public  money  was  to  be  set  apart 
for  purposes  under  the  Bill,  no  informa- 
tion had  been  given  how  it  was  to  be 
spent.  Extraordinary  inconsistency  of 
statement  had  been  exhibited  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Government.  The  Solicitor- 
General  had  made  statements  inconsistent 
with  those  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  then  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
lectured  the  Cabinet  Ministers  who  had 
spoken  earlier.  In  fact,  the  discussions 
on  the  Bill  had  been  conducted  in  such  a 
way  as  to  deprive  the  measure  of  any 
title  to  support  or  confidence,  either  in 
the  House  or  in  the  country.    It  was  said 
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that  the  Act  of  1 902  tore  up  the  settle- 
ment arrived  at  in  1 870.  The  Act  of 
1870  was  intended  not  to  supplant  and 
destroy  the  great  voluntary  schools,  but 
to  supplement  them  by  providing  schooU 
out  of  the  rates  where  the  voluntary 
schools  had  failed.  Then  difficulties 
arose  in  country  districts  where  there 
was  keen  competition  between  the  Board 
scboob,  who  were  able  to  dip  deep  into 
the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers,  and  the 
voluntary  schools,  who  had  to  support 
themselves.  So  came  the  demand  for 
the  Act  of  1902.  The  present  Bill,  its 
promoters  claimed,  was  necessary  in 
order  to  give  popular  control,  but 
voluntary  schools,  except  in  the  one 
matter  of  religious  instruction,  were 
managed  by  the  local  authorities  now. 
Upon  this  point  he  would  qaote  the 
opinion  of  a  gentleman  who  did  not 
share  the  views  of  the  Oppositim.  In 
an  interview  reported  in  the  Smith 
Wales  Daily  News  of  April  4th,  1904,  a 
Mr.  D.  P.  Williams,  a  devoted  and 
leading  supporter  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  his  work  in  Wales, 
who  was  Chairman  of  the  Carnarvonshire 
Education  Committee,  said — 

"  Wales  will  not  compromise  on  this 
question.  We  mi^ht  have  done  so  twelver 
months  ago,  before  we  knew  by  actual 
experience  what  the  extent  of  the  '  powers  uf 
the  county  council  under  the  new  Act '  really 
was.  Now  that  we  do  know  it  we  shall 
certainly  not  compromise.  It  wonid  b» 
simply  surrendering  in  the  very  hour  of 
victory.  The  policy  we  have  ayst«matically 
pursued  has  made  the  position  of  the  de- 
nominationalists  in  the  country  practically 
untenable.  The  clerical  manager  has  been 
dethroned.  Outside  the  one  matter  of 
reliffious  instruction  he  has  practioallv 
nothing  left  for  him  to  do  in  connection  witit 
the  school.  We  determine  the  salary,  qnaliti- 
catioos,  and  terms  of  engagement  of  every 
teacher.  We  arrange  tbe  curriculum  an<f 
time  table ;  decide  upon  the  subjects  to  be 
taught,  what  text  liookst  to  be  used,  and  when 
and  bow  each  subject  is  to  be  tHupht.  We 
pay  the  teacher  his  salary  from  the  Central 
Education  Otfire,  we  supply  him  with  all 
school  requisites,  we  determine  the  term  of  hi» 
engagement." 

The  real  reason  for  this  Bill  was  that 
the  passive  resistors  declined  to  pay 
rates  for  any  education  of  >a  denomina' 
tional  character.  These  people  had 
worked  tbemselvrs  into  a  curious  frame 
of  mind.  From  1S70  to  1902  they  paid 
out  of  taxes  for  the  very  same  denomina- 
tional teaching  which  they  subsequently 
refused  to  pay  a  fraction  for  out  of 
rates.    The  passive  resisters  demanded 
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this  Bill  ;  but,  having  got  it,  were 
they  satisfied?  [Cries  of  "No."] 
At  a  recent  meeting  at  Caxton  Hall  pre- 
sided over  by  Dr.  Clifford  the  following 
resolution  was  passed — 

"  That  the  Eduration  Bill  Vigilance  Commit- 
tee ftolemuly  registers  its  protest  tigainst  the 
Aoceptanoe  of  the  Education  Bill  of  1906  an  a 
gettlement  of  the  (question,  and  expresses  the 
profound  conviction  of  large  numbers  of 
Liberals  and  Nonconformists  that  it  leaves 
SHveral  of  the  greatest  wronus  inflicted  on 
the  country  by  the  Aut  of  1902  unredressed  ; 
that  while  still  further  subsidising  all 
tiie  old  denominational  schools,  in  many  cases 
it  strengthens  their  sectarian  character ; 
that  it  fails  to  secure  the  teachers  of 
of  such  schools  in  three-fourths  of  the  popula- 
tion against  the  imposition  of  sectarian  tests  ; 
that  it  does  not  secure  full  and  free  control  in 
4ill  pablioly  maintained  schools ;  that  it 
enormously  increases  the  confusion  and  com- 
plexity of  au  elementary  school  system  by 
tnultiplying  the  number  of  different  types  of 
schools. 

At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Peach  said — 

"  If  this  Bill  were  passed  into  law,  its  opera- 
tion in  the  urban  districts  would  be  reactionary 
and  evil," 

and  Mr.  Hollowell  denounced  the  Bill  in 
very  violent  terms.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Louth  Division  was  reported  to 
have  said  at  the  same  meeting — 

"  That  the  feeling  against  the  Bill  in  the 
Wesleyan  Conference  was  extremely  strong." 

*Mr.  perks  :  I  did  not  speak  at  all  at 
that  meeting. 

Mr.  WALTEE  long  said  the  words 
he  had  read  appeared  in  the  report  as 
having  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member. 
Might  he  take  it  that  the  hon.  Member 
repudiated  that  view  altogether  1 

*Mr.  peeks  said  that  he  declined  to 
speak  at  the  Caxton  Hall  meeting,  but 
he  entirely  agreed  with  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  quoted  by  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman. 

Mr,  WALTER  LONG  said  he  did  not 
think  the  accuracy  of  the  report  would  be 
questioned.  He  certainly  believed  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  viewswere  in  conformity 
with  those  expressed  in  this  House  and 
out  oi  it  by  others  with  whom  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  associated.  .It  was  a 
matter  of  small  importance  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  held  the  view  which 
was  at'ributed  to  him  or  not.  It  was  an 
important  matter  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who    was    a    leading   representative   of 

Mr.  Walter  Long. 


the    Nonconformist    body    shared    the 
view     that    this    Bill     ought     to     be 
described  in  the  terms  which  he  had 
quoted.     If  it  was  the  case  that  the  Bill 
offended  all  Churchmen  and  did  them  a 
great  injury,  and  if  at  the  same  time  it 
merited,  as  it  had  apparently  received, 
the  vehement  criticism  and  the  strong 
opposition  of  those  in  whose  interests  it 
was  introduced,    then    he    thought  his 
Motion   for    its    rejection    was   amply 
justified.    Where  were  the  friends  of  the 
hill  t    Were  they  quite  sure  that  they 
were  on  the  Government  bench  ?    The 
history  of  the  Bill  was  somewhat  peculiar. 
When  the  President  of  the  Board   of 
Education  introduced  it  he  read  teztually 
from  a  copy  of  the  Bill.    But  it  was 
found  afterwards  that  by  some  mysterious 
process  the  text  had  been  altered  and 
that  the  Bill,  as  published,  did  not  agree 
with  the  Bill  as  quoted  by  the  Minister 
for    Education.    That    indicated,    if    it 
indicated     anything,     that     even      oa 
the      Ministerial      bench      there      was 
some   division   of  opinion.     But,    after 
all.   Ministers  were  the  parents  of   the 
Bill      Where    else    were     its     friends 
to  he  found  %    From  the  point  of  view 
of  popular  control,  save  in  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  the   teacher,  there  was 
no  need  for  the  Bill ;  and  if  the  objec. 
was  to  satisfy  the  passive  resistors,  there 
was  abundant  evidence  not    only   that 
they  were  not  catisfied,  but  that  in  their 
opinion  the  Bill  created  fresh  grievances, 
even  worse  than  those  under  the  Act  of 
1902.    The  machinery  of  the  Bill  was 
most  clumsy  and  cumbersome.    What- 
ever the  Bill  might  do  in   regard    to 
education,  it  would  undoubtedly  plunge 
our  local  governing  bodies  into  a  hopeless 
and  bitter  controversy  over  the  religious 
question.    The  discussion  and  decision  of 
the  question  of  facilities  ought  never  to 
have  been  thrown  upon  the  local  authori- 
ties at  all.     If  Parliament  chose  to   lay 
down  the  principle  that  all  the  schools 
ought  to  be  made  county  council  schools, 
and  that  the  claims  of  the  denominations 
ought  to  be  met  by  a  facilities  clause, 
then  Parliament  ought  to  have   taken 
upon  itself  the  responsibility  of  deciding 
the  question    and    ought  not    to  have 
imposed    upon    the    local  authorities   a 
burden  which  he  believed  would  paralyse 
and  destroy  the  local  government  of  the 
country.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  had  promised  that  the  reguls' 
tions  which  were  to  be  issued  would  be 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


J|«l         Education  (EnftmS         :(3§  July  1906} 


and  WoIm)  BiU. 


482 


placed  on  the  Table  of  the  House  before 
they  parted  company  with  the  Bill.  The 
words  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  used 
wen — 

"  His  right  hon.  friond  had  dtotiuotly  atated 
(hat  the  regnlatioos  for  the  ballot,  the  whole 
machinery  to  be  adopted,  wonld  be  placed  on 
ithe  Table  of  the  House  before  the  BID  left  (he 
Hooae  of  Co'omoD*." 

Last  Wednesday  the  Minister  for 
Education  stated  that  he  had  found  the 
jpreparation  of  the  regulations  a  difficult 
matter,  and  proposed  before  the  House 
rose  to  lay  them  upon  the  Table  ia  draft 
form  for  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the 
Opposition.  He  believed  that  the  rit^t 
lion.6entleman  said  Clause  4  was  regardefl 
as  a  concession,  though  not  an  entirely 
«ati8factory  concession,  to  the  Boman 
Catholic  Church.  lb  was  certainly 
vot  a  concession  to  the  Church  of 
England,  and  he  believed  in  practice 
it  would  be  found  very  difficult  in- 
deed to  give  full  effect  to  the  clause. 
Se  doabted  whether  daose  4  would 
prove  to  be  as  satisfactory  a  relief  from 
the  bitterness  and  oppression  of  this 
Act  as  some  anticipated.  However  that 
might  be,  tiiere  was  no  doubt  that  in 
T^aid  to  the  great  mass  of  Church  of 
England  schools  Clause  4  would  have  no 
'Operation  at  alL  How  oould  the  Govern- 
ment possibly  defend  the  application  of 
«ne  set  of  principles  to  ohildxen  in  urban 
areas  of  upwards  of  6,000  population 
and  of  a  totally  different  set  of  principles 
in  mral  districts  ?  The  Minister  for 
Education  had  expressed  his  belief  in 
the  fairness  of  onr  local  authorities,  and 
liuraght  that  in  the  main  they  would 
apply  the  Bill  with  justice  and  a  desue 
not  to  do  injury.  He  thought  there 
was  great  truth  in  that.  But  the 
dtvemment  did  tkot  give  the  local 
an&orities  diKretion  to  apply  the  Act 
as  they  thought  best  in  their  own  areas. 
Moreover,  the  local  authorities  were  now 
to  be  exposed  to  religious  controversies. 
A  ooauty  council  might  be  anxious  that 
'tilings  should  remain  as  they  were  at 
present,  and  everybody  in  the  district, 
including  the  parish  clergyman  and 
ti>e  schoolmaster,  might  also  desire 
tiiis ;  but  the  Government  said  "  No  " 
and  refused  in  such  a  case  to  let  the 
local  authority  do  what  they  desired. 
That  was  startling  legislation  to  come 
from  tiie  Liberal  Party,  who  boasted 
tiiat  they  were  tiie  Party  ef  pregress  and 


I  freedom.  He  maintained  that  the  Bill 
was  unjust  in  itself  and  unjust  to  the 
Church   of  England.    The   Oovemment 

!  imposed  on  the  local  authorities  a  duty 
which  would  involve  them  in  the  religious 

'  controversy  at  every  election.  The  Church 
ef  England  had  done  a  great  educational 
work  for  more  than  100  years,  had  opened 
the  doors  of  her  schools  to  all  who  came, 
had  spent  vast  simis  of  money,  and 
had  been  loyal  in  the  spirit  as  well  as 
in  the  letter  to  the  Act  of  1902,  which 
had   imposed   very   heavy   burdens   on 

I  her.  Clause  4  was  intended  to  meet 
and  did  meet  to  a  certain  extent  the 

'  Roman  Catholic  case. 


Me.  JIOHN  REDMOND  :   No. 

Mb.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  under- 
stood that  it  met  the  Roman  CathoUo 
demands  in  some  respects,  although 
the  conditions  were  so  difficult  of  fulfil- 
ment that  the  Bill  would  not  have  any 
immediate  effect.  He  knew  that  the 
greater  number  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
schools  were  in  the  town  districts  and 
Clause  4  would  have  its  effect  in 
these  urban  areas.  But  the  great 
majority  of  the  Church  of  England 
%hool8  which  were  in  the  country 
districts  were  excluded  from  any  share 
in  Clause  4,  even  though  the  provisions 
of  that  clause  were  not  very  wide-reach- 
ing. If  this  Bill  passed  our  national 
system  of  education  would  disappear. 
The  Bill  was  wholly  unsatisfactory  to  the 
supporters  of  the  voluntary  school  system, 
and  there  was  abundant  evidence  that  it 
was  regarded  with  suspicion  and  dislike 
by  those  who  represented  undenomina 
tionalism  as  well.  Among  both  he  believed 
the  Bill  had  caused  the  maximum  of  irrita- 
tion. It  had  very  few  friends,  it  had 
aroused  feelings  of  bitter  and  just  resent- 
ment, and  many  people  in  the  country 
would  sympathise  with  their  view  that 
the  BiU  was  undesired  and  bad  in  itself. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leare  out  the  word  '  now,'  and  «t  the 
end  of  the  qaeation  to  add  the  words  '  npon 
this  day  three  months '  "—{Mr.  Walter  Long.} 

Question  proposed,  "I^That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the^Question.  " 
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The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr  AsQuiTH,  Fifeshire, 
E.) :  It  is  always  an  inevitable  risk 
tinder  any  form  of  official  closiire  that  the 
whole  of  the  multifarious  provisions  in  a 
measure  such  as  this  should  not  each 
receive,  perhaps,  an  exactly  due  pro- 
portion of  discussion.  But  I  think  that 
nobody  who  has  followed  even  super- 
ficially our  long  and  protracted  debates 
would  deny  that  the  main  and  governing 
principles  of  this  BiU  have  been  minutely 
and  laboriously  canvassed,  and  that  they 
are  now  clearly,  and  I  may  say  universally 
understood  If  I  intervene  it  is  not 
because  I  have  any  ambition  or  hope  of 
being  able  to  contribute  any  novelty  to 
the  discussion,  but  I  do  think  it  desirable, 
now  that  we  are  about  to  part  with  the 
Bill,  at  any  rate  in  this  House,  to  stat« 
in  a  few  sentences  what  I,  and  I  believe 
my  colleagues  in  the  Government,  con- 
ceive to  be  its  actual  scope  and  effect,  in 
the  shape  in  which  the  measure  now 
leaves  this  House.  In  the  first  place, 
by  the  operation  of  Clause  I,  which  I 
venture  to  think  has  received  a  dis- 
proportionately little  share  of  attention — 
we  make  an  enormous  step  in  advance 
in  the  sphere  of  administrative  reform. 
After  January  Ist,  1908,  if  this  Bill 
passes  into  law,  every  public  elementary 
school — by  which,  of  course,  I  mean 
every  school  maintained  both  out  of 
the  rates  and  the  taxes — will  become 
a  provided  school,  and  will  be  under 
the  exclusive  management  and  control  of 
a  representative  public  authority.  That 
means  that  so  far  as  management  is 
concerned  we  are  to  put  an  end  by  this 
Bill  to  the  dual  system  created  by  the 
Act  of  1902.  In  the  next  place,  no 
teacher  appointed  and  paid  by  the  State 
is  to  be  appointed  hereafter  subject  to 
the  condition  that  he  is  to  give  religious 
teaching,  or  that  he  is  to  belong  to  any 
particular  religious  communion,  or  any 
religious  communion  at  all.  The  effect 
of  that  is  that  we  emancipate  the 
teaching  profession  and  that  for  the  first 
time  it  becomes  in  all  its  stages  from 
bottom  to  top  a  perfectly  open  career. 
Thirdly,  in  every  public  elementary 
school  imder  this  BiU  provision  may  be 
made,  subject  to  the  permission  of  the 
local  authority,  for  the  religious  teaching 
of  the  children.  I  use  the  word  "  may  " 
advisedly.    In  other  words,  the  House  has 


definitely  and   decisively  rejected   what 
is  caUed  the  secular  solution,  by  which  I 
mean  a  form  of  elementary   education 
which  would  prohibit  the  local  authority 
from  allowing  any  religious  teaching  to  be 
given  to  the  children  by  its  own  teachers. 
And,  lastly,  except  in  the  case  of  the- 
schools  which  come  under  Clause  4 — e& 
to  which  I  shaU  have  somelihing  to  say 
later — ^the  only  religious  instruction  whioh. 
can  be  given  by  the'  State  teachers  i» 
that  simple  form  of  religions  instructioa 
common,  as  we  believe,  practicaUy  to  all 
denominations  of  Christians — [OfpobitioK' 
cries  of  "  No  "] — which  does  not  offend, 
against  the  Cowper-Temple  clause.    That, 
I    venture    to    say,    once    you     have- 
rejected  the  secular  solution,  is  the  only 
practical  scheme.    What  is   the   alter- 
native ?    The  only  practical  alternative- 
that  has  been  suggested  is  the  unlimited 
right  of  entry  of  the  sects.     I  admit  that 
that  is  a  perfectly  logical  proposaL     I 
admit  further  that  at  first  sight  it  has  a. 
very  taking  appearance.    But  I  think 
the  majority  of  the  House  feels,  as  I 
certainly  feel  myself,  that  it  is  ezpoeed. 
to  three  obvious  and  quite  insuperable- 
objections.    In  the  first  place  it  is  not 
wanted  or  desired  by  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people  concerned    namely,  the  pa- 
rents of  the  chUdren.    Secondly,  it  would 
inevitably  land  us,  in  the  conduct  of  the- 
schools,  into  something  like  administea- 
tive  obaos.    In  the  third  place — ^and  this- 
surely    is    an    argument   which    should, 
appeal"  tO'  those  in  favour  of  religioua 
education — ^it    leaves    us    without    any 
real  security  for  the  genuine  or  systematic 
religious  teaching  of  the  chUdren.    If  I 
am  right  in  saying  that  this  is  a  correct- 
summary  of  the  constructive  provisions 
of  the  Bill — so  far  as  what  is  caUed  the 
reUgious  difficulty  is  concerned — ^I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  they  embody  in  a  legis- 
lative form  the  very  principles  whioh  we- 
of  the  Liberal  Party  made  the  bases  of 
our  criticisms  of  the  BiU  of  1902  and. 
proclaimed  to   the  country.    It   estab- 
lishes popular  control,  abolishes  religious 
tests,  and  secures,  as  an  integral  part  off 
our  national  system  of  education,  simple - 
religious    instruction    of    the    children, 
subject  to  the  two  conditions  of  a  con- 
science clause   and  the  wishes   of   the 
locality  as  expressed  through  its  repre- 
sentative and  responsible  local  authority. 
That   is   the   constructive   side   of    tibcr 
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measure.  But  there  is  another  side. 
Speaking  for  myself,  and  I  think  for  the 
'great '.  bulk  of  those  sitting  on  these 
benches,  I  say  quite  frankly  that  we 
ahonld  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  pledges 
^ndjpromises  we  have  given  if  in  estab- 
lishing— as  we  think  we  do  establish  by 
-this  Bill — a  real  national  system  of 
education  we  did  not  take  care  that  those 
changes  were  carried  through  with  a  full 
and  equitable  consideration  for  all  existing 
interests  both  material  and  moral.  By 
material  interests  I  mean  the  interest  of 
the  denominations  who  have  invested 
■capital  in  the  fabrics  of  their  schools.  By 
moral  interests  I  mean  the  interests  of 
parents  who  demand  that  in  the  schools 
so  provided  some  arrangement  should  be 
made  for  the  continuance  of  the  special 
religious  teaching  which  has  been  given 
in  these  schools.  We  cannot  ignore  the 
jact  that  the  majority  of  the  elementary 
schools  of  the  country  are  denominational 
schools.  Those  of  them  in  what  are  called 
single-school  areas  are  the  only  schools 
really  available  for  the  whole  population. 
In  other  districts  they  are  side  by  side  and 
more  or  less  in  competition  with  the 
provided  schools  of  the  various  local 
an&orities.  Of  course  you  might  by  a 
igigantic  act  of  compulsory  expropriation 
have  got  rid  of  the  whole  of  this  denomina- 
tional system.  Or  you  might  have  made 
the  whole  of  those  schools — whatever  the 
<iircunutance8  of  their  foundation — on 
IJie  terms  of  paying  ade  incite  compensa- 
tion, the  property  of  the  State.  But  that 
is  not  a  course  that  you  could  reconunend 
to  practical  statesmen,  and  certainlv  it  is 
not  the  scheme  of  the  BiU.  Within  the 
conditions  which  we  have  accepted  there 
is  practically  no  compulsion.  I  admit 
folly,  as  the  Minister  for  Education  has 
admitted  more  than  once,  that  in  our  new 
system  there  are  two  possible  gaps,  gaps 
^ch,  werethey  not  only  possible  but  pro 
bable,  would  constitute  a  serious  hiatus. 
On  the  one  hand,  you  might  have  an 
■owner  of  a  school,  not  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  common  sense  and  the  s^snse  of 
~pabUc  duty  which  animate  owners  of  pro- 
perty in  this  country,  who  would  refuse  to 
tansfer  his  school  to  the  local  authority 
even  on  the  very  equitable  and  liberal 
terms,  both  as  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
fabric  and  the  granting  of  ordinary 
iacihties  for  religious  teaching,  provided 
1>7  Clauses  2  and  3.    Os  the  other  hand. 


you  might  conceivably  have  a  local 
authority  so  bnatic  or  perverse  that 
rather  than  accept  the  transfer  of  the 
school  under  the  conditions  prescribed 
they  would  go  to  the  extent  of  building 
a  new  school  at  the  cost  of  the  rates.  I 
do  not  believe  for  a  moment  that  either 
of  these  is  a  practical  contingency  ag^ainst 
which  it  is  necessary  to  le^slate.  Is  it 
likely  that  an  owner  such  as  I  have 
described  would  prefer  the  alternative 
either  of  closing  his  school  or  carrying  it  on 
without  State  assistance  to  transferring 
it  to  the  local  authority  on  the  terms 
provided  by  the  Bill  ?  Or  is  it  likely 
that  a  local  authority,  responsible  to 
those  who  elect  them  and  whose  money 
they  spend,  would  prefer  the  alternative 
of  throwing  a  heavy  and  grievous  burden 
on  the  rates  rather  than  accept  the 
transfer  of  the  school  on  the  terms  pro- 
vided by  the  Bill  ?  I  do  not  believe  it. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Minister  for 
Education,  in  deference  to  the  objections 
of  the  other  side,  quite  logically  said — 

"  If  we  are  to  deal  with  thi«  matter  by  wiiy 
of  compubion  at  all,  it  must  be  bilateral." 

And  he  ofiered  a  clause  to  that  effe  :t 
which  was  not  accepted  by  the  House. 
For  my  part  I  do  not  regret  its  rejection 
in  the  least.  But  I  fail  to  see  how  it  is 
possible  to  contend  that  if  oompulsioa 
IS  to  be  applied  at  all  you  are  only  to  fill 
one  gap  and  leave  the  other  gap  raitirely 
unprovided  for.  At  all  events  I  vwiture 
to  say  that  as  regards  the  common  case, 
the  case  of  the  denominational  school  in 
the  single-school  area,  the  Bill  offers  the 
strongmt  possible  inducement,  short  of 
absolute  compulsion,  both  to  the  owner 
and  to  tlie  local  authority,  to  come  to  an 
arrangement  which  wiU  be  just  alike  to 
the  denomination  and  to  the  community. 
Upon  the  material  side  the  local  authority 
takes  upon  its  shoulders  the  burden  of 
the  payment  of  the  rent  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  fabric,  and  as  regards  the 
teaching  of  religion,  the  admitted  blot  on 
the  Act  of  1902— admitted  even  by  the 
authors  of  that  measure — that  in  many 
parishes  the  Nonconformist  parent  haji 
no  alternative  between  submitting  his 
child  to  sectarian  teaching  in  which  he 
did  not  believe  and  withdrawing  it  from  all 
religious  teaching  whatever,  is  removed, 
while  the  denomination  retains  under 
I  the  two  days  facilities  power  to  continue 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


487         Edxuatum  {England  {COMMONS} 


omdfTaletyBai. 


488 


that  religious  instrnotion  upon  which 
they  set  so  peculiar  and  high  a  value.  I 
I  have  always  felt  and  always  expressed 
the  most  sincere  admiration  and  gratitude 
for  the  unselfish  and  self-denying  services 
of  the  Churches,  and  especially  of  the 
Church  of  England,  to  the  education  of 
the  people.  I  believe  also,  and  have 
always  consistently  maintained,  that  in 
any  scheme  of  this  kind  no  injustice  and 
no  shadow  of  injustice  should  be  done  to 
any  of  the  interests  concerned,  because 
I  am  satisfied  that  any  settlement,  any 
so-called  settlement,  that  is  founded  on  in- 
justice, is  a  settlement  based  upon  sand. 
That  is  not  an  admission  at  all.  Of  course 
one  conscience  is  as  much  entitled  to 
respect  as  another  conscience.  From 
all  these  points  of  view  I  give  it  as  my 
deliberate  opinion,  to  which  I  ask  the 
House  to  subscribe,  that  the  bargain 
proposed  by  this  Bill,  so  far  as  the  single 
school  area  is  concerned,  is  a  bargain, 
which  would  be  easily  sustained  before 
any  tribunal  governed  by  the  rules  at 
equity,  justice,  and  fair  play.  But  that 
does  not  exhaust  the  matter.  If  we 
stopped  there  we  should  not  have  fully 
earned  into  effect  the  intentions  which 
we  have  expressed.  We  should  still 
have  to  deal  with  that  class  of  schools 
where  the  vast  majority  of  the  parents 
desire  the  continuance  of  the  special 
religious  denominational  teaching  carried 
on  in  the  schools.  While  that  applies 
in  a  special  degree  to  the  schools  of  such 
communities  as  the  Boman  Catholics 
and  the  Jews,  I  agree  that  it  applies  to  a 
considerable  number  of  Anglican  schools 
also.  Many  of  my  hon.  fnends  on  this 
side  view  this  clause,  and  they  include 
such  as  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Louth,  with  unfeigned  and  obtrusive 
repugnance.  But  I  think,  when  they 
come  to  consider  the  matter  carefully, 
they  may  be  reassured  on  the  subject. 
The  safeguards  we  have  set  up  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  and  of  the 
minority — though  I  do  not  admit  for  a 
moment  that  they  are  over  strict — seem 
to  me  adeqaate  for  the  purpose.  On  the 
pecuniary  side  let  my  hon .  friends  remem- 
ber that  no  rent  is  to  be  paid  for  any  of 
these  schools,  and  the  special  religious 
teaching  is  not  to  be  given  at  the  expense 
of  the  local  authority.  What  is  much 
more  -mportant,  careful  provision  is  made 
by  the  ballot  and  by  the  local  inquiry  for 
Mr.  Asquith. 


ascertaining  thegenuine  opinion  ofthose- 
whom  I  may  call  the  genuine  parents. 
And,  what  is  most  important  of  all,  if  there 
be  a  minority,  however  small,  if  it 
be  only  the  parent  of  one  child,  the  ex- 
tended facihties  are  only  allowed  in  the 
case  where  there  is  an  accessible  and 
alternative  undenominational  school  to 
which  these  parents-  can  send  their 
children.  Only  in  those  circumstances; 
do  the  provisions  of  Clause  4  come  into- 
operation  at  all.  I  heard  an  ironical' 
cheer  from  the  benches  opposite  when  I' 
said  that  these  safeguards  were  adequate- 
for  the  purpose.  I  know  that  on  the 
other  side  it  is  said  that  perhaps  the  safe- 
guards are  too  severe,  and  that  the  whole- 
of  this  provision  may  be- rendered  nuga- 
tory because  they  are  left  entirely  to  the- 
discretion  of  the  local  authority.  That 
is  not  the  case.  It  was  so  when  the  BilT 
was  originally  introduced,,  but  my  right 
hon.  friend  in  the  fifth  clause  has  conceded 
quite  rightly  an  appeal  to  the  Board  of 
Education,  because  it  is  the- desire  of  the- 
Govemment  that  this  clause  should  be  aa 
operative  clause,  and  in  my  opinion, 
speaking  not  without  experience  of  these- 
matters  in  the  Courts  of  law  and  else- 
where, that  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion is  a  far  more  valuable  safeguard 
to  those  who  are  interested  in  the  working- 
f  these  schoob  than  the  mere  substitu- 
tion of "  shall "  for  "  may."  If  you  made 
the  clause  simply  a  mandatory  clause- 
in  the  first  instance  you  would  have  to  go^ 
wherever  the  local  authority  refused 
facilities,  straight  to  the  Courts  of  law.. 
The  questions  here  involved  are  very- 
unfit  for  the  application  of  legal  rules^ 
and  principles,  and  you  might  have- 
found  yourselves  indiflSculty  in^orcinga 
mandamus.  But  the  Board  of  Education,, 
which  knows  all  the  local  circumstances,, 
and  has  means  of  informing  its  mind! 
and  conscience  which,  though  of  an  in- 
formal kind,  are  far  more  satisfactorjr 
and  authentic  than  any  that  can  be 
found  by  an  ordinary  Court  of  law,  will  be 
in  a  far  better  position — assuming,  as 
you  must,  that  it  is  animated  by  an  honest 
desire  to  see  the  Act  of  FarUament  carried' 
out  both  in  the  letter  and  in  the  spirit — 
than  any  Court  of  law  to  see  that  genuine- 
efiect  is  given  to  the  intention  of  the- 
legislature.  If  I  were  interested  as  a. 
trustee,  or  parent,  or  subscriber,  in  these - 
four-fifths  schools,  and  wished  to  see  themi 
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reallv  effective,  I  would  far  rather  trust 
the  mandatory  power  in  the,  last  resort 
to  the  Board  of  Educatioi  than  in  the  last 
resort  to  any  Court  of  law  in  this 
country.  I  regard  thsse  two  Clauses  4 
and  5,  in  their  substance,  as  essential 
to  the  Bill.  Without  them  it  might 
be  plausibly  open  to  the  charge  of 
conscience  wounding  and  uneven  dealing. 
^Tith  them,  it  seems  to  me,  it  presents  a 
scheme  which  deals  fairly  and  honestly 
with  the  actual  facts  and  conditions  of 
ODT  educational  system  as  we  know  it 
and  have  to  act  with  it — a  scheme 
which,  worked  as  it  will  be  in  the  main 
by  local  authorities  animated  by  good 
sense  and  good  feeling,  controlled  in 
the  last  resort  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, will,  I  believe  and  sanguinely  hope, 
be  a  practical  solution  of  what  has 
hitherto  been  a  most  baffling  and 
embarrassing  problem.  I  am  simple 
enough  to  believe  that  in  course  of  time 
ihe  country  will  come  to  see  that  the 
other  parts  of  tius  Bill  are  of  much 
greater  importance  than  the  first  part. 
I  will  not  say  anything  about  the  Welsh 
clause,  or  anything  more  than  a  word. 
Not  because  I  am  afraid  of  dealing 
with  the  subject,  but  because  I  do  not 
think  it  of  quite  the  importance  that 
has  been  attached  to  it  in  some  quarters. 
This  clause  undoubtedly  has  been 
modified  more  than  once,  but  always  in 
the  direction  of  conciliating  hon.  Glentle- 
men  opposite,  not  of  enlarging  or  streng- 
thening but  diminishing  and  contracting, 
the  power  given  to  the  new  authority. 
In  the  form  in  which  it  now  stands  I 
most  say  it  seems  to  me,  so  far  from 
savouring  of  some  dangerous  adventure 
of  autonomy  or  Home  Rule,  to  be  a 
most  modest  erperiment,  on  lines  already 
operative  in  Wales  in  regard  to  inter- 
mediate edaoation,  in  the  direction  of 
administrative  delegation.  I  really  think 
the  most  timid  Unionist— one  of  those 
gentlemen  whose  slumbers  are  from 
time  to  time  disturbed  by  the  disembodied 
ghost  of  nationality  in  some  shape  or 
guise — when  he  remembers  the  powers 
given  by  this  clause  on  the  one  hand  to 
the  Board  of  Education  and  on  the  other 
to  the  Treasury,  might  go  to  sleep  in 
peace  without  any  opiate  to  secure  his 
undisturbed  repose.  It  was  not  of  the 
Welsh  clause  I  was  thinking,  however, 
when  I  said  that  other  clauses  were  of 


greater  and  more  lasting  importance 
than  the  first  part  of  the  Bill.  I  think 
Clauses  15  and  24  are  worth  as  much 
as  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  measure. 
Just  let  me  remind  the  House  that  in 
the  Act  of  1902  there  were,  as  we  think, 
two  great  administrative  blots.  In  the 
first  place  there  was  the  dual  management 
of  the  unprovided  schools,  and  in  the 
second  place  there  was  the  excessive 
centralisation  resulting  from  the  whole- 
sale abolition  of  the  school  boards  and 
the  imwieldy  area  with  which  many  of 
the  county  councils  have  now  got  to 
deal.  Clause  16,  which  requires  county 
councils  to  prepare  delegation  schemes, 
will,  in  my  opinion,  infuse  new  vitality 
and  efficiency  into  our  whole  system  of 
local  administration.  Finally,  Clause  24 
gives  much-needed  powers  and  duties  to 
all  these  local  authorities,  which  will 
make  a  great  difference  not  only  to  the 
happiness  but  the  intelligence  of  the 
children,  and  the  duty  which  is  imposed 
upon  them  of  providing  for  medical 
inspection,  and  the  power  given  to  them 
to  attend  to  the  health  and  physical 
condition  of  the  children,  is  an  even 
more  necessary  supplement  to  the  statu- 
tory equipment  of  those  local  bodies. 
I  do  not  think,  when  all  these  considera- 
tions are  taken  into  account,  that  the 
House  has  wasted  the  time  and  energy 
which  have  been  given  to  the  discussion 
of  this  Bill,  in  debates  which  will  always 
be  remembered  for  the  untiring  patience, 
unfailing  tact,  wide  knowledge  and 
sympathy,  and  above  all  the  pacifying 
and  reconciling  humour  of  my  right 
hon.  friend ;  that  I  can  do  less  than 
venture  at  least  to  claim  this  for  the 
Bill — that  while  it  is  an  honest  and 
practical  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
religious  difficulty  which  is  at  present 
a  curse  and  a  reproach  to  our  educational 
system,  it  will  at  the  same  time  greatly 
enlarge  the  provision  which  we  make 
for  the  health,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
character  of  the  children  for  whom — 
though  we  often  forget  it — and  for 
whom  alone  we  build  and  maintain  our 
schools. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford): 
Whatever  may  be  thought  in  various 
quarters  of  the  House  with  reference  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman,   I  do  not  think 
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there  will  be  found  in  any  quarter  anyone 
who  will  not  cordially  agree  with  him 
in  the  tribute  that  he  paid  to  the  Minister 
in  il  charge  of  the  Bill.  Speaking  for 
myself  and  my  colleagues  on  these 
benches,  although  we  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  result  of  these  debates,  I  may 
say  that  we  do  not  attribute  blame  to 
him,  and  that  we  imanimously  acknow- 
ledge his  conciliatory  attitude  and  his 
manifest  and  outspoken  sympathy  with 
the  principle  for  which  we  are  contending. 
No  one  more  fully  recognises  than  I  do 
that  the  opportunity  for  real  debate,  for 
genuine  discussion  and  agreement  and 
procedure  with  reference  to  the  Bill  has 
for  the  time  being  passed  away;  and  for  my 
part,  so  much  do  I  regard  any  argument 
upon  this  Bill  now  as  beating  the  air 
that  I  intend  to  confine  my  remarks 
to  very  narrow  limits  indeed.  Every 
one  knows  that  at  eleven  o'clock 
to-night,  under  the  operation  of  the 
guillotine,  the  Third  Reading  of  this  BUI 
will  be  carried  by  a  large  majority — 
but  not  by  so  large  a  majority  as  would 
have  been  the  case  if  pledges  and 
promises  had  been  more  fully  carried 
out  in  Committee,  and  not  so  large  a 
majority  as  if  a  more  tolerant  con- 
sideration had  been  given  to  the  religious 
convictions  of  all  sections  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  This  Bill  will  go  up 
to  another  place  with  the  sanction 
of  a  large  Party  majority.  I  take  leave 
to  say  that  as  an  attempt  at  a  national 
settlement  of  this  education  question,  and 
above  all  as  an  attempt  at  the  settlement 
of  this  portion  of  the  education  question, 
the  Bill  will  go  up  shorn  of  that  moral 
weight  and  authority  which  alone  would  be 
obtained  by  the  satisfaction  or  at  least  by 
the  acquiescence  of  the  religious  minority 
in  this  country.  I  had  hoped  all  through 
these  debates  in  Committee  that  it  would 
have  been  possible  for  my  colleagues  and 
myself  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  Third 
Beading  of  th?  Bill.  I  did  so  hope  in 
the  interests  of  a  real  national  settlement 
of  this  question ;  but  the  Bill  as  it  stands 
now,  instead  of  ending  the  sectarian  con- 
troversy is  about  to  make  it  an  issue  at 
local  elections  all  over  the  country.  I  had 
hoped  to  vote  for  the  Third  Reading  as  an 
o£Eer  of  j  ustice  and  protection  to  the  poorest 
section  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
aye,  and  I  will  say  the  most  generous 
section,  because  out  of  its  poverty  it 
Mr.  John  Redmond. 


has  spent  millions  of  money  in  erecting 
schoob  for  the  imparting  of  religious  and 
secular  teaching.  But  as  the  Bill  stands 
at  the  present  moment  it  absolutely 
condemns  one  half  of  the  schools  of  the 
Catholics  of  this  country  either  to 
absolute  starvation  or  else  to  the  accept- 
ance of  a  form  of  religious  teaching 
which  is  abhorrent  to  the  consciences  of 
the  parents  of  the  children.  I  confess  I 
was  surprised,  after  the  dis^^ussions  that 
have  taken  place  in  this  House,  and  after 
the  repeated  declarations  made  by  my 
colleagues  and  myself  upon  this  point, 
to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that 
the  Cowper-Temple  system  of  religious 
teaching  is  satisfactory  to  all  Christians  in 
this  country.  He  certainly  said  that,  and 
T  think  he  must  have  spoken  thought- 
lessly. Of  course  I  am  only  speaking  for 
the  Catholics,  and  I  state  to-day  what  I 
have  said  over  and  over  again,  and  what 
we  have  all  said — and  what  surely  if 
anything  is  known  about  the  religious 
portion  of  this  question  must  be  known 
to  all — namely,  that  the  Cowper-Temple 
system  is  not  merely  not  satisfaotocy 
to  us,  but  is  in  our  judgment  the  teaching 
of  Protestantism,  and  whether  we  are 
right  or  wrong  in  that  belief,  that  being 
OUT  belief,  I  must  say  that  it  is  to  my 
mind  nothing  short  of  religious  tyranny 
to  say  to  half  of  the  Catholic  sohools 
"  either  you  must  accept  a  system  of 
religious  teaching  against  which  your 
conscience  revolts  or  you  must  starve." 
And  with  reference  to  the  remaining  half 
of  the  Catholic  sohools,  their  fate  is 
in  the  first  instance  at  any  rate  at  the 
whim  and  caprice  of  local  authorities, 
left  to  be  the  battle-ground  of  local 
politics.  Now  I  had  hoped  further  that 
my  colleagues  and  I  would  have  found 
ourselves  in  line  with  the  Liberal  Party  in 
resisting  any  imreasonable  interference 
by  the  House  of  Lords  with  a  great 
popular  measure  of  reform ;  but  now  we 
find  ourselves  in  this  position,  that  we 
are  told,  and  told  by  men  going  to  vote 
for  the  Third  Reading  of  this  BiU,  to  look 
to  Amendments  made  in  the  Bill  there 
for  the  safeguarding  of  our  claims  for 
justice.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
think  no  one  will  be  surprised  if  we  enter- 
tain on  these  benches  some  of  the  bitter- 
ness of  disappointment  with  regard  to 
this  Bill,  especially  when  it  is  remembered, 
as  it  ought  to  be  remembered  by  everyone 
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listening  to  me,  that  we  ars  sincerely 
anxious  ti)  help  in  building  up  a  great 
national  system  of  education,  that  we  are 
anxious  that  our  schools  should  be  part 
of  it,  and  that  we  most  sincerely  desira 
to  remove  from  the  shoulders  of  the  Non- 
conformists   the    injustice    which    was 
placed  upon  them  by  the  Act  of  1902 — 
an  injustice  which  we  in  our  poor  way 
'did   oar   best    to    prevent    during    the 
discussion  of  that  Bill ;   when  also  it  is 
remembered   that   we   did   not    in    the 
attitude  we  took  up  quarrel  with  the  broad 
^ninciple  of  local  control,  that  we  did  not 
ask  you  to  enforce  religious  tests,  and 
that  our  own  clauses  to  meet  our  own 
very  limited  and  special  case  are  fe«  and 
moderate,  and  quite  consistent  with  the 
^reat  principles  to  which  I  have  alluded — 
tHisid.  you  remember  that,  no  one  will  be 
surprised  at  our  disappointment.   The  two 
limits  in  Clause  4 — the  5,000  population 
limit  in  the  urban  districts  and  the  four- 
fifths  limit — drive  half  our  schools  outside 
the   operation    of    the    clause.      That 
h&3  been  disputed.     I  make  the  statement 
on  the  best  authority  I  can  obtain ,  namely, 
the  statistics  furnished  to  me  bythe  respon- 
sible heads  of  the  Catholic  Church.    Ac- 
■cording  to  the  statements  wh'ch  they  have 
made  to  me,  there  are  a  little  over  1,000, 
sunder  1,100,  schools  altogether,  and  of 
these  I  am  informed  that  over  500  will  be 
«zempted  by  the  operation  of  these  two 
limits.    I  know  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
answers  a  portion  of  my  statement,  with 
teferenoe,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  four-fifths 
£mit,  by  saying  that  in  all  probability 
the  Protestants  in  these  Catholic  schools 
■will  vote  for  extended  facilities.    I  hope 
they  will.     I  am  sure  many  parents  of 
Protestant  children  ia  these  schools  are 
broad-minded.    At    the    same    time,    I 
think  it  is  a  little  unfair  to  be  putting 
upon  them  that  burden,  and  it  is  a  little 
unfair  to  say  to  us  that  the  chance  of  our 
schools  coming  in  at  all  under  the  clause 
depends  upon  Protestant  parents  voting 
in  favour  of  Catholic  children.    If  they 
do  not,  then  I  repeat  my  statement  on 
the  authority  I  have  mentioned,  that  out 
<A  under  1,100  s<^ools— I  think  it  is  1,040 
—over  500  will  be  absolutely  excluded 
Jrom  the  operation  of  Clause  4.     Waat 
are  you  going  to  do  with  these  500  ex- 
«laded    schools  ?     If    500    Church    of 
England  schools  are  excluded  they  will 
luve,  no  doubt,  a  good  reason  to  com- 


plain ;  but  after  all,  it  is  not  the  same 
kind  of  grievance  that  we  have,  because 
they  can,   without  violating  their    oon- 

!  science,  at  any  rate,  no  matter  how  di»- 
satisfie  1  they  may  be,  accept  the  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching.    But  we  cannot,  and  we 

I  will  not,  and  the  alternative,  therefore,  to 
these  500  schools  is  starvation.  There 
is  not  even  a  proposal  to  enable  these 
schools  to  contract  out.  Let  me  say  a 
word  on  the  question  of  contracting-out. 
I  am  agiinst  contracting-out  on  educa- 
tional grounds,  but  if  you  afEord  us  the 
means  of  carrying  on  our  jschoob  by 
giving  us  sufficient  grants  to  carry 
them  on,  then,  if  you  choo?e  I  have  n  > 
objection  to  contracting-out.  But  there 
is  no  system  of  contracting-out,  wholly 
or  partially,  with  reference  to  these 
500  schools.  I  therefore  say  that  no  one 
can  in  justice  speak  of  this  as  a  Bill 
dealing  fairly  and  justly  with  the  Catholic 
schools  of  this  country,  when  half  are 
about  to  be  put  in  the  position  of  being 
either  left  absolutely  to  starve,  or  else 
accept  a  form  of  religious  belief  which 
is  abhorrent  to  their  religious  convictions. 
Let  the  limits  in  Clause  4  be  altered  so 
as  to  include,  I  will  not  say  all  our 
schools,  but  most  of  our  schools;  I  do 
not  say  all,  because  I  want  to  make  an 
exception  of  the  single  school  areas, 
and  whatever  the  hardship  might  be  of 
exempting  the  single-school  areas  in 
order  that  the  grievance  of  Noncon- 
formists is  removed,  we  are  prepared  to 
meet  it.  We  do  not  therefore  ask  you  to 
da  anything  about  the  single-school 
areas  ;  but  what  we  have  pressed  on  the 
House  is  that  the  limits  of  population 
and  the  four-fifths  limit  should  be  so 
extended  as  to  include,  as  they  easily 
could  be  made  to  include,  the  great 
majority  of  our  schools.  If  that  were 
done  then  very  small  additional  changes 
would  make  Clause  4  practically  satis- 
factory to  us.  We  have  never  taken 
up  the  position  of  maintaining  the 
principle  of  religious  te$t8.  I  think 
there  was  a  division  on  the  point,  and 
that  I  and  my  colleagues  all  voted  in 
Committee  for  that  portion  of  the  Bill 
which  prohibited  the  calling  upon  the 
teacher  to  subscribe  to  any  religious 
test.  All  that  we  have  asked  is  that  the 
voice  of  the  parents  should  at  any  rate 
be  heard,  that  they  should  in  sone 
degree    be    associated    with    the    local 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


495  Education  {England         {COMMONS} 


tmd  Wales}  BtU. 


49& 


authority  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 
It  is  a  wrong  way  of  putting  it  to  speak 
of  religious  tests  in  this  matter.    It  is 
not  a  question  of  reli^ous  tests,  but  a 
question  of  the  qualification  of  teachers, 
and   all    that  we    want    to    safeguard 
against    is    the     manifestly    ridiculous 
absurdity  of  a  Christian  being  sent  into 
a  Jewish  school  to  teach  Jewish  doc- 
trine, or  a  Jew  being  sent  into  a  CathoUc 
school  to  teach  CathoUc  doctrine.   I  say, 
therefore,  that,  if  the  Umits  in  Clause  4 
were  made  right,  and  if  this  limited  con- 
cession of  giving  a  consultative  voice  even 
to  the  parents  in  the  selection  of  teachers 
were  granted,  then  we  would  care  very 
little    for    the    "may"    and    "shaU" 
question.    I    have    come    to    the    con- 
clusion that,  if  these  other  provisions  in 
Clause    4    were    satisfactory    we    could 
quite   safely   accept   an   appeal   to   the 
Board  of  Education  instead  of  making 
the  clause  mandatory.    But  the  position 
we  are  in  at  this  moment  is  that  these 
other  provisions  in  Clause  4  have  not 
been  made  satisfactory,  and  worse  still, 
that  the  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  to  us  has  coupled  with  it  a  con- 
tracting-out  provision  of  a  most  mon- 
strous and  unjust  character.    It  is  not  a 
contracting-out  at  all.    It  is  giving  the 
Board  of  Education  the  power  to  kick 
the  schools  out  of  the  system,  and  under 
circumstances   in  which  they  will  only 
receive,  as  was  shown  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Camberwell,  about  half  of  the 
cost  of  the  schools.  We  cannot  conduct  our 
schools  if  we  have  to  provide  half  of  the 
cost  in  addition  to  paying  our  full  share 
of  the  rates  for  the  teaching  of  Cowper- 
Templeism   in  other  schools.    The  right 
hoo.  Gentleman  has  taken  away  the  rent. 
If  Clause  4  were  made  satisfactory  to  us 
otherwise  I  would  not  spend  one  single 
moment   in    speaking   of   the    rent.     I 
think  the  taking  of  the  rent  away  is  a 
rather  mean  and  small  proceeding,  and 
couphng  with  it   other  things  it   is    an 
additional  injustice ;  but  if  Clause  4  were 
made  satisfactory  to  us  in  the  way  I  have 
indicated  none  of  us  would  stop  to  make 
any  complaint  about  what  we  regard  as  a 
comparatively  paltry  question,  the  ques- 
tion of  rent.    Now,  Sir,  these  demands 
which  I  have  indicated  again[are  few  and 
they  are  I  think  moderate.    And  let  me 
impress  upon  hon.  Members  that  they  are 
Mr.  John  liednumd. 


consistent  with  the  great  principle  of 
this  Bill.  They  are  consistent  with 
Clause  1,  with  your  principle  of  popular 
control,  they  are  ccmsistent  with  your 
principle  about  tests  for  teachers.  We- 
make  no  demand  inconsistent  with  these. 
The  demand  we  make  is  this.  We  stand 
in  an  entirely  different  position  from  an^ 
other  sect  except  the  Jews  in  this  country. 
And  when  you  are  establishing  a  great 
educational  system  for  Protestant  Eng- 
land, we  say  you  ought  to  make  your 
exceptions,  designed  to  give  justice  to- 
Catholics,  a  reality  and  not  a  fraud. 
Let  me  say  in  conclusion  that  it  is  my 
firm  belief  that  this  Bill  in  its  present 
shape  w"ll  never  pass  into  law  and. 
my  colleagues  and  I  to-night  by  ou'- 
votes  will  show  that,  so  far  as  one  large 
section  of  the  population  of  this  country 
in  concerned,  we  repudiate  it  as  a  settle- 
ment of  this  national  education  question, 
and  we  resent  and  condemn  it  as  an. 
injury. 

•Mr.  frank  EDWARDS  (Radnor, 
said  he  noticed  that  when  the  hoiu 
Member  for  Waterford  referred  to  the 
rights  of  parents  and  alluded  to  Roman 
Catholics  and  Jewish  parents  there 
were  loud  cheers  from  the  Oppoeition^ 
and  when  he  said  he  would  help  the 
Minieteralists  with  regard  to  the  griev- 
ances of  Nonconformists  the  Members  of 
the  Opposition  were  dumb.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin  had  stated  that  there  was  no- 
demand  in  the  country  for  this  Bill. 
On  the  contrary,  he  (Mr.  Edwards) 
asserted  that  there  had  been  a  clear 
and  distinct  demand  for  the  abolition 
of  the  state  of  things  set  up  by  tl.o 
Act  of  1902.  There  was  no  question  about 
that.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ha<l 
been  very  severe  on  the  Bill  and  had. 
spoken  of  it  as  monstrously  unjust  and 
cruelly  oppressive  to  the  Church  schools. 
It  was  amazing  that  it  never  occurred  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  Noncon- 
formists regarded  the  Act  of  1902  as 
monstrously  imjust  and  oppressive.  It 
was  that  injustice  and  that  oppreasioii. 
that  they  sought  by  this  Bill  to  put  an 
end  to.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also- 
spoke  about  the  settlement  of  1870 
being  destroyed.  But  successive  Con- 
servative Governments  from  1876  to  I89T 
upset  that  settlement.    Nonoonformista 
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had  objected  to  pay  taxes  for  Choioh 
schools,  but  their  objections  were  not 
carried  to  the  same  point  as  they  were  when 
rates  were  added.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  also  condemned  the  Welsh  part  of 
the  Bill  merely  because  it  had  been  altered. 
As  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  said,  the  alterstions  were  made  at 
the  request  of  hon.  Members  opposite. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Walton  Division 
of  Liverpool  moved  a  series  of  Amend- 
ments which  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  accepted.  By  doing 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  showed  a  conciliation  of  spirit, 
and  it  was  amazing  to  him  that  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  should  have 
so  fiercely  attacked  alterations  that 
veie  made  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of 
the  Party  opposite.  As  a  Welshman 
he  welcomed  that  part  of  the  Bill,  and 
he  was  sure  the  people  in  his  country 
welcomed  it  gladly.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  had  been  angry 
about  CUuse  I,  and  had  asked  why 
tbey  should  treat  town  children 
difierently  from  country  children.  The 
conditions  were  different.  In  towns 
these  schools  were  side  by  side,  but 
they  had  not  got  them  in  the  country. 
It  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  towns 
that  this  clause  should  be  passed.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  there  were 
a  greater  number  of  schools  outside 
Clause  4  than  inside.  Yes,  but  these 
were  single  school  areas,  in  which  there 
vwe  a  great  number  of  Nonconformists, 
especially  in  Wales.  It  was  those  schools 
the  BiQ  should  safeguard.  He  asked 
to  be  aUowed  to  join  in  the  congratulations 
to  the  Minister  of  Education  for  the 
way  he  had  conducted  the  Bill  through 
fte  House.  It  had  been  a  hard  fight, 
not  always  against  hon.  Members  on 
the  opposite  side.  Sometimes  it  was 
against  Members  on  the  Ministerial  side  of 
the  House.  He  had  no  doubt  that  if  the 
House  had  had  a  free  hand  the  measure 
would  have  been  different  in  some  im- 
portant particulars,  but  whether  it 
would  have  been  a  better  measure  was 
quite  another  matter.  They  could  not 
have  all  they  wanted  in  this  matter,  and 
for  his  part  he  had  supported  the  proposals 
of  die  Government  in  the  belief  that 
moth  of  the  opposition  to  them  was 
baaed  upon  iears  that  would  never  be 
mfised.     Wales  might  be  said  to  have  I 


led  the  opposition  to  the  Act  of  1902,  yet 
it  was  Wales  alone  which  admitted  a. 
concordat   that   prevented  strife   under 
the  provisions  of  that  Act.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dover- 
said  this  Bill  would  turn  the  country 
into  a  howling  wilderness.     He   would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
it    was    a    Unionist    Government    that 
applied  to  secondary  education  in  Wales- 
the    same    principles    which    this    Bill 
contained  applied  to  elementary  educa- 
tion, and  it  did  not  turn  the  country  into- 
a  howling  wilderness.     On  the  contrary, 
sectarian    dispute    was   conspicuous    by 
its  absence  in  the  control  and  manage- 
ment  of   secondary   schools   in   Wales- 
Could    any    reasonable    man    say    that 
principles  which  had  proved  so  success- 
ful in  the  working  of  secondary  schools 
were  likely  to  be  disastrous  to  elementary 
schools!     He   thought   a  good   deal  of 
controversy    in    regard    to    elementary^ 
education     had     arisen     because     th&- 
country  had  decided  against  a  secular 
system,  while  at  the  same  time  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  were  also  deter- 
mined  that   no  clergyman   or  minister - 
of  religion  should  have  what  was  called 
the  right  of  entry  into  the  elementary 
schools.    The  result  was  that  a  logical 
solution    of  this    difficult  problem    was- 
quite  impossible.    But  it  might  be  that- 
an  illogical  system  would  work  well  in 
practice.    The  country  had  really  pro- 
nounced against  a  secular  system.    Clause 
7    provided    that     denominational    re- 
ligious instruction  must  be  given  out  of 
school  hours,  and  it  might  be  that  hon.. 
Members  thought   that  was   equivalent 
to   a   secular  system ;     but   it   merely 
showed  that  the  Government    believed 
that    the    parents   who    desired    their - 
childre-i   to    have  religious   instruction, 
would  see  that  they  would  attend  school 
to  receive  it.    He  knew  hon.  Members - 
opposite  professed  the  same  belief :   but 
they  did  not  show  much  faith  in  the- 
parents  when   they   wanted   to  compel, 
them  to  do  that  which  he  believed  they 
would  do  without  compulsion,  in  country - 
places  at  any  rate.    The  provisions  of 
Clause  7  were  very  much  required  ia 
country  places.    They  were  told  it  would 
not  work  well  in  the  towns.    If  so,  the 
distinction   made  in  Clause   4  between 
schools  in  towns  and  schools  in  country 
might  perhaps  be  extended  to  apply _to. 
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■Clause  7.  If  it  was  difficult  in  towns 
to  get  parents  to  send  children  to  schools 
ior  rehgious  instruction,  what  became 
■of  the  claim  of  hon.  Membeis  opposite 
that  the  one  thing  a  parent  desired  was  to 
Ihave  his  child  given  religious  instruction  ? 
In  the  villages  a  great  deal  depended 
upon  the  school  teacher.  Where  the 
"teacher  was  moderate  and  reasonable 
•there  was  very  little  friction  or  difficulty. 
He  was  talkintr  to  a  Nonconformist  friend 
recently  and  refened  to  the  Bill  passed 
l)y  the  late  Government  with  regard  to 
'Children  not  being  obliged  to  attend 
:schools  from  it  to  9 .  45  a.m.  while  religious 
'instruction  was  being  given.  His  friend 
lad  ch'ldren  who  went  to  an  elementary 
school,  and  he  asked  him  whether  he  had 
itaken  advantage  of  the  Bill,  flis  friend 
said  no.  Why  was  that,  he  inquired, 
.and  his  friend  said — 

"  Well,  yon  see  the  master  is  a  very  eood 
iellow.  I  like  him,  he  looks  after  the  cnildren 
well.  We  get  on  well  together,  and  lie  sees 
ithat  no  harm  is  done  to  ilie  children,  and  I 
Bend  the  children  to  school  because  I  think 
-they  are  better  there  than  in  the  street." 

That  would  happen  wherever  they  had  a 
imoderate  and  reasonable  master.  But 
they  could  not  always  have  a  reasonable 
jnaster  any  more  than  they  could  always 
iiave  a  reasonable  clergyman,  and  there- 
ifore  it  was  only  right  to  protect  Non- 
•conformists  as  was  done  in  the  Bill.  The 
Bill  was  denounced  as  a  refusal  of  fair 
play  to  Church  schools.  Those  views 
were,  however,  not  generally  held  in  the 
•country.  What  wrong  did  the  Bill  do 
■*o  Church  schools  ?  It  insisted  that 
rschools  maintained  almost  entirely  by 
■public  money  should  be  under  popular 
•control  and  that  no  rehgious  tests  should 
be  applied  to  the  teachers,  who  were  as 
much  Civil  servants  as  any  members  of 
the  staff  of  a  Government  Department. 
Was  that  contrary  to  fair  play  ?  It  paid 
special  regard  to  the  opinions  of  the 
managers  of  denominational  schools  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  schools  in  large 
.areas.  That  did  not  seem  to  be  contrary 
to  fair  play.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  the  Bill  treated  denominational 
:Schools  with  great  consideration,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  great  majority 
•of  the  Members  of  this  House  of  Commons 
had  been  returned  pledged  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  tests  in  elementary  schools.  He 
dspoke  as  a  churchman  in  this  matter, 
Mr.  Frank  Edwards. 


although  he  represented  a  county  in 
which  there  was  an  eiormoua  majority 
of  Nonconformists  over  Churchpeople. 
In  the  Report  of  the  Coinmission  wliich 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ques- 
tion of  Welsh  education  two  facta  stood 
out  clearly.  One  was  an  intense  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Wales  to 
secure  the  education  of  their  children. 
The  other  was  that  they  deeply  resented 
the  dogmatic  teaching  which  was  part  and 
pircel  of  such  educatioa  as  was  then 
open  to  those  children.  Unfortunately 
the  fact  of  that  resentment  had  been 
ignored  by  Churchmen.  Instead  of 
feanldy  realising  these  religious  anti- 
pathies,  they  had  gone  on  blindly  sup- 
porting the  policy  of  working  into  a 
national  system  of  education  schooU 
which  were  partly  built  and  largely 
maintained  out  of  public  funds,  in  which 
the  prime  object  was  the  education  of  the 
children  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Church 
of  England.  It  was  unfortunate  that 
political  memories  were  as  short  as  the/ 
were.  Their  opponents'  main  pointy 
as  they  had  heard  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Dublin  and  from 
other  Members  opposite,  was  that  they 
pushed  to  the  forefront  the  doctrine 
of  the  rights  of  the  parents.  That  was 
an  admirable  doctrine.  Had  the 
country  forgotten  the  debates  on  the 
conscience  clause  in  the  Education  Act 
of  1870  ?  That  was  an  invidious  con- 
cession to  the  rights  of  parents,  bat 
it  was  only  secured  after  strenuous  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  a  large  body  of  the 
clergy  and  laity  of  the  Church  of  Enf^and. 
What  efforts  had  the  Church  made  since 
1870  to  meet  the  rights  of  Noncon- 
formist parents  in  any  one  of  the  sin^e 
school  areas  in  those  cases  when  she  had  it 
in  her  power  ?  Had  she  ever  moved  a 
finger  to  give  facilities  to  the  Noncon- 
formists ?  She  never  did  so,  and  he 
thought  that  was  a  great  blot  on  the 
Church.  Those  who  denounced  this  Bill 
as  unfair  to  churchpeople  were  always 
praising  the  Act  of  1902.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  said  that  the  only  disability 
attaching  to  Nonconformists  was  in  the 
single  school  areas.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
hon.  Members  who  thought  so  did  not 
seem  to  have  understood  the  main  diffi- 
culty of  the  Nonconformist  position.    It 
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wu  thftt  their  sons  and  daughters  were 
axcloded  from  the  teaching  profesaon 
in  theee  schools.  A  large  majority  of  the 
children  in  Radnorshire  were  Noncon- 
formists, two-thirds  of  the  schools  were 
Chorch  schools,  and  three-fourths  of  the 
children  in  these  two-thirds  of  the 
schools  in  that  county  had  been  excladed 
from  the  teaching  profession.  That  was 
t  N(Htconformist  objection.  It  was  not 
snrprising  in  view  of  what  had  happened 
that  many  people  asserted  that  this  Bill 
dealt  more  generously  with  the  Church 
of  En^and  than  the  Church  of  England 
had  dealt  with  Nonconformists  in  the 
past.  The  provisions  for  the  transfer 
of  schools  and  the  (^ving  of  facilities  were 
in  his  opinion  an  attempt  to  deal  fairly 
with  privileges  which  ought  never  to  have 
foond  a  place  in  any  system  of  education 
iriiich  claimed  to  call  itself  national. 

♦Mb.  butcher  (Cambridae  Univer- 
sity; said  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood  i^as 
haidly  differert  from  the  Bill  when  it 
first  saw  the  liftht.  There  were  tno 
Amendments  which  made  it  rather  less 
cmeroos  to  the  voluntary  schools, 
but  in  all  essential  particulars  the 
Bio  was  unchanged.  The  debates 
had  not  been  entirely  thrown  away. 
The)  had  not  extorted  concessiors  from 
the  Government,  but  they  had  served 
to  brinjr  out  the  meaning  and  spirit  of 
die  Bill.  He  would  distinguish  between 
die  spirit  of  the  measure  and  the  spirit  of 
its  author.  They  all  leooginsec'  the 
hoinanity,  humour,  and  kindlv  toleration 
d  the  Minister  for  Education,  and  had 
nothing  but  praise  for  his  oourtepy,  tact, 
and  good  temper  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Bill,  all  the  more  striking  when 
eonlxasted  with  the  spirit  and  the  hard 
swtarian  iotoleraooe  of  the  Bill  itself. 
The  Bill  was  penal  and  vindictive  in  its 
character  [Cries  of  "Oh!"]  He  was 
stating  his  own  perhaps  mistaken,  but 
quite  honest  impression.  The  Bill  sought 
to  redress  a  real  but  a  limited  grievance 
b;    a   wholesale    injustice.     He    would 


merely  touoh  upon  one   or  two   of    its- 
broad  features.    He  acknowledged  what 
the     Chancellor     of      the      Exchequer 
had   emphasised,    namely,   that   Clause- 
1  was  the  cardinal    clause.     One  might 
s»>,  roughly  speaking,  that  Part  f.  oon^ 
sisted  of  Clause    I  followed  by  a  seriea 
of        exceptions,       these       exceptions- 
being    so    many    reluctant    admissions 
of  the  prinoipfes  of   toleration,    and    of 
the   fait  that  all  persons  and  all   con- 
sciences were  not  made  on  the  Noncon- 
formist plan.     The  concessions  to  the- 
rights   of  conscience   were    scanty    and 
grudtcing    and    what    was    eiven    with 
the  one   hand  was  taken  away  with  the 
other.      Each     concession   was     occom- 
panied    by  some    set-u5,    some    check,, 
which    almost    neutralised     its    value. 
He     was     not     attaokinit     the     prin- 
ciple    of    popular    control.       It    was 
quite   true    that    popular   control    was 
not  in  itself    inconsistent   with  perfect 
religious  freedom  and  toleration.   Popular 
control  and  religious  freedom  had  been. 
reconciled  in  Scotland,  Germany,  Canada, 
and   elsewhere.      The  Bill  might  have 
been    drawn    on  such  lines.      Various 
solutions     had     been    open.       All    had 
been     rejected.      The     result    was     a. 
finely  graduated  scale  of  rights  of  con- 
science, and  at  the  lowest  point  of  the 
scale  always  stood  the  Church  of  England. 
How  did  the  Bill  deal  with  religion  itself  ? 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  provision  might  be  made  everywhere 
for  religious  teaching.    But  it  need  not 
be  made  anywhere.    In  no  single  school, 
in  England  or  Wales  could  a  parent  hence- 
forth claim  the  legal  right  of  having  re- 
ligious instruction  given  to  his  children. 
The  change  was  a  momentous  one,  because 
hitherto    there   had   been    some    14,000 
schools  in  which  the  right  was  guaranteed 
under  the  trusts.     He  did  not  say  there 
would  at  once  be  any  marked  and  visible 
change.      It    was    a    revolution    which 
must  work  itself  out  slowly  in  time,  but 
it  was  none  the  less  a  revolution.     If 
the  voluntary  schools  were  to  be  swept 
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away  fhere  ought  to  have  been  some 
compensatory  provisions  to  make  up  for 
the  teaching  hitherto  guaranteed  under 
trust  to  the  nation.  First,  religious 
teaching  in  conformity  with  the  principles 
•of  the  Chidstian  faith  ought  to  have 
been  made  obligatory  in  every  school. 
Secondly,  parents'  rights  should  have 
taken  the  place  of  trustees'  duties,  which 
were  abolished.  Thirdly,  provision 
should  have  been  made  for  the  in- 
^spection  of  religious  instruction  in  every 
school.  Fourthly,  and  he  laid  great 
stress  on  this,  no  teacher  ougiht  to  be 
authorised  to  teach  religion  who  had 
not  a  certificate  of  training  and 
religious  knowledge.  The  test  of  know- 
ledge, let  it  b«  marked,  was  an  entirely 
different  thing  from  a  test  of  conviction. 
Moreover,  while  there  was  no  security 
under  the  Bill  that  religion  should  con- 
tinue in  the  schools,  there  was  ample 
security  that  a  religious  atmosphere 
should  prevail  in  the  council  rooms,  a 
heated  atmosphere  of  conflict  and  con- 
troversy. Every  vexed  question  would 
there  be  fought  out.  The  principle  of 
.  local  option  under  new  conditions  would 
'  impart  sectarian  strife  into  all  municipal 
■  elections.  The  injury  to  local  government 
would  be  as  great  as  the  injury  to 
■religion  itself.  There  was  one  other 
point — not  a  minor  one,  but  a  matter  of 
principle — and  that  was  the  condition  as  to 
giving  special  religious  instruction  under 
'  Clause  3.  The  teacher  of  the  staff  was 
I  debarred  from  giving  this  instruction. 
All  were  agreed  that  this  was  education- 
ally indefensible.  The  disability  was 
placed  on  the  person  best  fitted  to  teach 
and  best  fitted  to  keep  order.  What  was 
the  ground  of  the  disability  t  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  that  the 
clause  was  necessary  for  the  emancipation 
of  the  teaching  profession  ;  but  it  seemed 
to  him  that  in  the  name  of  freedom  they 
were  imposing  a  tyrannous  constraint. 
For  one  conscience  they  spared,  there 
were  a  hundred  which  were  wounded. 
They  started  from  the  principle,  "  no  one 
.  shall  be  compelled  to  give  special  re- 
Mr.  Butcher. 
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ligious  insitruction  if  he  objects ; "  tJixy 
worked  round  to  the  position,  '*  no  one  shall 
be  permitted  to  give  it  even  if  he  desires." 
Never  were  the  principles  of  freedom 
more  perverted.  Again,  let  theji 
observe  the  incoar.irtency  of  the  Gov- 
ernment .  When  the  Oppi>sition  asked  for 
freer  access  for  religious  teaching  to  b^ 
granted  to  all  denomioatioas  in  all 
schools :  they  were  met  with  the  answer : 
"No,  that' would  bring  into  the  schoob 
a  mob  of  amateur  teachers ;  d'soipline 
would  be  impaired."  Thei  whea  they 
asked  that  they  should  anyh  w  have 
the  services  of  the  regular  teachers, 
the  Government  turned  'ouad  and 
said,  "  Oh,  no ;  you  must  bring  in  out- 
siders —  untrained  volunteers."  The 
difficulty  about  the  teachers  was  to 
his  mind  very  largely  artificial ;  but 
so  far  as  it  was  leal  it  arose  from  the 
wavering  and  contradictory  attitude 
of  the  Bill  towards  religion  itself. 
Religion  was  admitted,  but  under  protest, 
and  every  form  of  leligion  which  de- 
viated at  all  from  the  new  Act  of  Uni- 
formity was  treated  as  some  insidious 
disorder  against  which  precautions  must 
be  taken.  This  Bill  did  what  no  Bill 
had  ever  done  before.  It  biought 
into  conflict  the  interests  of  the 
teachers,  and  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion ;  or  rather  he  should  say  the 
mteiests  of  the  teaching  profession 
from  its  trade  union  side  and  the  inter- 
ests of  education.  There  was  no  one  in 
the  House  who  did  not  wish  to  open 
up  the  teaching  profession  to  all 
qualified  persons  ;  but  he  reminded  the 
House  that  the  te  icher's  cUims  were  not 
the  only  claims.  If  there  must  be  a 
conflict  and  antagonism,  then  he  main- 
tained that  the  claims  of  the  teacher 
must  give  way  before  paramount  claims 
of  the  rights  of  the  parents,  the 
welfare  of  the  children,  and  the  in- 
terests of  religion.  The  only  permanent 
solution  of  the  difficulty  was  the  granting 
of  equal  facilities  to  all  denominations. 
He  believed  that  the  difficulty  of  granting 
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«qaal  facilities  to  all  denominations  had 
been  greitly  exaggerated.  Of  one  thing 
he  was  certain,  and  tiiat  was  that  there 
must  be  equal  facilities  to  all  or  none. 
In  the  long  run  the  country  would  insist 
on  religious  equality.  He  hoped  that 
before  the  Bill  finally  left  this  House  the 
'Gomnment  might  find  it  possible  to 
lift  the  measure  out  of  the  region  of 
penal  p<ditics  and«>  to  amend  it  that  it 
mi^t become asettiement of  controversy, 
and  not  the  beginning  of  fresh  strife. 

•Hk.  6ELL0C  (Salford,  S.)  said  that 
as  IJie  only  Catholic  Member  in  a  largely 
populated  district  in  South    Lancashire 
vhece  the  Catholic  Tote  was  so  large  and 
tenacious,  it  would  be  unjust  to  his  con- 
ititaents  and  to  some  of  his  colleagues  if 
he  were  to  remain  silent  at  the  close  of 
this  debate,  although  it  was  with  a  certain 
amount  of  diffidence  that  after  hu  le- 
mirk'  in   Committee  he  rose  to  repeat 
them  now  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill.    The 
'OathoUcs    as    a   whole    voted    Radical 
at  the  last  eleotioo,  and  in  his  opinion 
that  gMieral  determination  of  the  Catholi  c 
force  on  En^Ush  politics  was  not  likely 
to  be  easily  -flisturbed.    Speaking  for  him- 
self and  also  for  some  of  those  whom  he 
represented  he  said  that  they  were  at  first, 
aot  only  in  sympathy  with  the  beginning 
cl  tiie  democratic  feature  which  had  been 
4dsplayed,  but  they  were  in  favour  of  the 
poncipleft  of  the  Bill.    They  knew  the 
general  temper  of  the  English  people, 
and  although  between  the  difierent  sects 
of   Protestants    there    were    difierences 
of  ofMnMHi  ratiier  than  differences  of  faith , 
they  recognised  that  there  was  a  nationa  1 
•demand — ^he  would  not  say    mandate — 
for  a  final  settlement  of  the  education 
difficulty.    The  Catholics  were,  as  were 
the  Jews,  an  exception,  and  the  Govern- 
ment had  to  meet  them  and  no  doubt 
they  did  all  tiut  they  tiionght  was  fair 
to  meet  their  olaim.    He  entirely    re- 
-cognised  that  they  did  so,  and  from  the 
Front  Bench  they  had  had  no  rancour,  no 
-spite,  and  not  any  considerable  misunder- 
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standing.    Nevertheless,  this  Bill  would 
leave  this  House  that  night  for  another 
place  in  a  condition  in  which,  he  would  not 
■mly  say  no  Catholic  could  accede  to  it,  but 
one  in  which  no  man  who  was  pledgee  to 
maintaia  the  Catholic  schools  could  vote 
for  it.    He  had  not  heard  anyone  explain 
why  the  chances  of  a  Catholic  child  main- 
taining his  religion  should  be  favourable 
if  there  were  6,000  people  living  in  the 
place  where  it  was  bom  and  unfavourable 
if    there    were    only    4,999.     It    was    a 
thing  so    illogical    and    false   that   he 
wondered  how  it  came  to  be  in  the  Bill 
at  alL     He  was  too  young  a  Member  to 
suggest  what  forces  might  have  been  at 
work  —  the    English    political    Parties 
depended   upon    Party  funds — ^but    he 
would  not  insist.     He  would  return  to 
the  clause  as  it  now  stood.      Under  it 
25  per  cent,  of  the  Catholic  schools  were 
necessarily  doomed.      In  the   particular 
case  of  his  own  county  two  towns  stood 
near  to  each  other.     The  one,  Protestant 
(even  in  the  16th  century),  would  retain 
its  Catholic  schools  ;   the  other,  with  a 
strong  Catholic  tradition  and    a    large 
Catholic  population,  would  lose  its  schools. 
For  the  first  had  12,000,  the  last  under 
5,000  population ;  nay,  in  the  latter  case 
a  great    Catholic    landlord     would    be 
compelled  to  hand  over  rates  not  only 
for  the  support  of  the  local  Protestant 
school,  but  in  order  to  make  a  school 
built   largely  out    of    his    own    money 
Protestant.      It    was    possible    that    an 
act  of  otherwise  incomprehensible  folly 
had  been  committed  as  an  incident  of 
Party  tactics.    When  the  Bill  went  to 
the  Lords  no  doubt  a  politician  would 
say  to  himself,   "  We  must  give  them 
something  to  bargain  with.     If  we  give 
them     this    they     will    let     us    have 
that."      Catholics,    however,    did    not 
understand   those    political    tricks.    All 
they  would  see  was  that  one-quarter  of 
the  Catholic  schoob  would  be  wiped  out. 
And  when  that  had  permeated  into  the 
artisan    constituencies    of    this    country 
the  promotion  of  the  Bill  would  have 
seriously    weakened   the   popular   basis 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


607  Education  (England  {COMMONS} 


and  Wales)  BUI. 


50& 


upon  which  the  present  Government 
stood.  He  did  not  think  the  position  of 
the  Liberal  Party  had  been  strengthened 
by  the  retention  of  such  a  principle  as 
that  in  the  Bill.  If  it  was  thought  that 
it  would  be  forgotten  in  the  lapse  of 
time  hon.  Members  had  a  totally  false 
impression  of  the  nature  of  the  faith  of 
Catholics.  Everywhere  by  that  fatal 
error  the  Government  had  made 
enemies.  The  momentary  distaste  for 
Liberal  policy  would  not,  however,  cause 
CathoUcs  to  throw  themselves  into  the 
arms  of  the  Conservative  Party.  There 
was  a  newer  force  arising  in  this  country 
and  it  was  already  represented  in  the 
Kouse.  It  was  there  that  they  would 
find  the  Catholic  vote,  which  was  not  only 
a  numerical  but  a  moral  force,  repre- 
sented in  the  future.  In  conclusion  he 
must  add  that  it  was  not  alone  as  a 
CathoUc  that  he  expressed  these  views. 
Even  if  he  did  not  hold  his  faith  and  if 
he  wanted  to  represent  those  who  sent 
him  to  Parliament  he  would  condemn 
and  vote  against  this  Bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  PAUL  (Northampton)  said  before 
this  Bill  pa§sed  its  Third  Reading  and 
went  to  another  place  he  would  Uke 
in  a  few  words  to  say  what  he  thought 
of  it  as  it  at  present  stood.  He  could 
not  help  thiiddng  something  further 
might  have  been  done  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  Catholics.  He  did  what  he  could, 
it  was  but  little,  to  procure  an  Amend- 
ment to  Clause  4  in  the  sense  desired, 
and  in  doing  so  he  happened  quite 
innocently  to  say  he  was  not  priest- 
ridden.  As  a  result  he  had  received 
an  anonymous  communication  in 
verse  informing  him  that  the  proper 
person  to  ride  him  was  Balaam.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Dublin  who  moved  the  rejection  of 
this  Bill  in  so  moderate  and  fair  a  speech 
had  professed  himself  unable  to  under- 
stand why  men  whose  conscientious  con- 
victions did  not  interfere  with  their 
payment  of  the  taxes  for  teaching  other 
people's  religion  should  object  to  the 
payment  of  rates.  He  would  have 
thought  that  it  might  have  occurred  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  there  was 
a  plain  and  broad  distinction  between 
the  two  cases.  For  the  payment  of 
taxes  there  was  an  equivalent  received  in 

Mr.  i:dW. 


the  control  of  the  central  governing 
Education  Department  responsible  to  this- 
House  and  the  country,  whereas  for  the 
payment  of  rates  there  was  no  equiva- 
lent whatever.  The  ratepayers  had  no- 
paramoimt  and  controlling  voice  in  th» 
management  of  the  schools  to  which  they 
contributed  the  money.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  addressed  the  House- 
not  merely  as  a  Conservative  but 
as  a  Churchman.  There  was  no  doubt 
a  great  and  important  difference- 
between  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  himself.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  a  very  eminent  and  educat«d 
Gentleman.  He  himself  was  very  humble 
and  obscure,  but  in  every  other  respect 
he  was  quite  as  good  a  Churchman 
as  the  right  hon.  Gtentleman.  That 
most  innocent  of  God's  creatures  the 
Bishop  of  London,  as  innocent  moraUy- 
as  mmtally,  had  formed  for  himself 
a  phantom  church  which  was  unani- 
mously opprsed  to  this  Bill.  There 
were  more  Churchmen  on  the  Liberal 
side  of  the  House  than  on  the  other. 
There  were  many  bishops  upon  ttie 
Episcopal  bench,  many  clergymen 
tlioughout  the  country  who  held  very- 
much  the  same  opinions  on  the 
Bill  as  he  held  himself.  The  main 
ground  on  which  he  supported  the 
Bill  had  nothing  to  do  with  either 
the  Church  of  England  or  religion. 
He  supported  the  Bill  chiefly  because 
it  rendered  a  great  and  important  service 
to  the  elementary  education  of  this 
country;  because  it  insured  that  in. 
the  future  the  standard  of  the  worst 
schools  should  be  brought  up  to  the 
level  of  the  best ;  that  the  standard 
of  the  best  school  now  should  be  the 
standard  of  the  worst  school  in  the 
future ;  and  that  in  years  to  come 
the  only  particular  in  which  this  oountxy 
was  behind  its  neighbours — its  want  o£ 
a  sound  and  scientific  education  system — 
would  be  finally  swept  away.  But  while 
be  beheved  that  substantial  benefits- 
like  those  would  long  outlive  the  ephe- 
meral disputes  on  ecclesiastical  and 
theological  matters  on  which  so  much 
ime  had  bemi  spent,  he  confessed  he 
could  not  take  leave  of  those  controversies 
without  a  lingering  r^ret.  If  it  were 
not  presumption  he  would  like  to  say 
they  had  been  conducted  with  a  fairness^ 
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good  temper,  and  knowledge,  and  laudable 
3  not  always  snccessfol  attempts  to  be 
mntoalfy  intelligible  which  must  enhance 
the  reputation  of  this  Assembly.    The 
light  faon.  Grentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition    in    replying    to    him    (Mr. 
Paul)  the   other   day,    when    Clause    4 
was  being  considered  on  Report,   with 
a  grave  courtesy   for  which   he   took 
this    opportunity     of     expressing    his 
thank',   asked     whether     the    Govern- 
ment and    the    Liberal    Party  agreed 
with  his    (Mr.    Paul's)  theory  of  State 
religion.     It  was  not  his  theory.      He 
should  have    thought    it    might    have 
occurred  to  an  intelligence  much  less 
acute  than  that  of  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  that  there  could  not  be  an  Estab- 
lished Church  without  a  State  religion. 
He  was  not  in  favour  of  a  State  religion, 
b«cause  he  was  not  in   favour  of  an 
established    Church.    He    held   in    this 
matter    that    any    connection    between 
a  State  Church  and  religion  in   schools 
was  politically  unexpedient  and  morally 
wrong.      Even    in    this    House    they 
could    not    always    ignore    the  facts. 
That  was  h  state  of  things  that  existed, 
and  was  likely  to  exist,  at  all  events  for 
some  years  to  come.     That  there  was  a 
State  religion  in  elementary  schools  he 
respectfully  denied.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  most  of  his  fellows  were  in 
the  habit  of  talking  of  some  form  of 
Christian    religion    which    they    called 
Cowper-Templeism.    There  was  no  such 
religion.    Mr.  Cowper-Templewasnotthe 
founder  of  the  Christian  religion,  he  was 
the  author  of  a  negative  clause  in   an 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  there  was  no 
religion  that  could  be  called  by  his  name 
without  manifest  and  flagrant  absurdity. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Maryle- 
hone,  who  always  spoke  with  the  courage 
of  Lord  Hugh   Cecil's  convictions,    in 
answer  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  said  he  would  allow    the 
parents  of  the  children  who  lived  in  the 
slums,  however  degraded,  to  have  the 
controlling   voice   in   the   religion   their 
children  should   be   taught.    That   was 
very  sound  and  democratic  opinion,  but 
he  would   like  to  know  how  far    hon. 
Oentlemen  would  go  in  carrying  out  their 
favourite  theory  that  the  parent  should 
say  what  religion  his  children  should  be 
taught  at  the  public  expense.   Were  the 
children  of   atheists  to  be  taught  (the  \ 
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fallacy  of  the  belief  in  God,  and  if  not 
why  not  ?  Were  the  children  of  Mahome- 
dans  to  be  taught  the  advantages  of 
polygamy,  and  if  not  why  not  ?  It  might 
be  said  there  were  not  many  instances 
of  that  kind.  If  that  were  so  he  would 
take  a  faL-)y  numerous,  well-known,  and 
highly-respected  class  consisting  of 
educated  and  conscientious  men,  who  held 
and  believed  that  in  all  ultimate  subjects 
it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  positive 
knowledge.  They  called  themselves 
agnostics.  They  had  children  and  paid 
taxes ;  were  their  children  to  be  taught  at 
the  public  expense  the  paramount  moral 
dutv  of  religious  scepticism  ?  Was  it  not 
more  reasonable  and  politic  to  say  in  this 
country  there  were  simple  relieious  truths 
in  which  all  Protestants  agreec*,  that 
those  were  truths  which  many  Free 
Churchmen  and  most  English  Church- 
men had  no  objection  that  their  children 
should  be  taught,  and  that  subject  to  the 
conscience  clause  thoas  common  truths  of 
religion  should  be  taught  in  the  schools  ? 
He  quite  recognised  and  accepted  the 
fact  that  as  the  authors  of  this  Bill  they 
were  bound  to  give  some  special  treatment 
to  Catholics.  In  saying  that  he  spoke 
of  real  Catholics,  and  not  the  sham 
Catholics  who  wanted  to  introduce  into 
the  English  Church  what  Lord  Halifax 
called  the  Mass  in  English  and  Lord 
Beaconsfield  called  the  Mass  in  masquer- 
ade. He  believed  that  even  as  it  stood, 
with  an  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Education, 
this  Bill  would  give  substantial  security 
to  the  immense  minority  of  Catholic 
schools  in  this  country.  But  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  argued  that  it  was  better 
to  have  an  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion than  to  a  Court  of  law,  he  could  not 
help  asking  who  in  the  last  resort  was  to 
enforce  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. There  was  another  clause  in  this 
Bill  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  Catho- 
lics and  which  so  far  as  he  could  see 
served  no  useful  purpose.  He  referred 
to  Clause  3,  the  ordinary  facilities  clause. 
When  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
said  that  clause  was  no  use  to  the  Catho- 
lics several  hon.  (Jentlemen  on  the 
benches  opposite  said ' '  nor  to  us."  He  had 
some  difficulty  in  understanding  what 
they  meant  by  "  we  "  and  "  us,"  but  upon 
that  particular  occasion  he  understood 
they  were  identifying  themselves  with  the 
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denominational  schools.  The  hon.  Grentle- 
man  the  Member  for  the  Oxford  Univer- 
sity, than  whom  there  was  no  higher 
authority,  described  Clause  3  as  cold 
comfort,  and  High  Churchmen  were,  he 
was  sure,  never  comfortable  when  cold. 
What  had  the  clause  done  1  Had  it 
limited  the  loquacity  of  the  curate  ? 
Had  it  made  any  Bishop  feel  he  had 
done  less  well  by  being  angry  ?  It  was  a 
clause  that  gave  no  relief  to  anybody, 
and  he  would  willingly  have  sacrificed  it 
in  order  to  make  the  fourth  clause  give 
what  the  Catholics  of  this  country  desired 
and  had  a  right  to  obtain.  The  Bill  had 
its  blot.  Not  merely  had  Clause  4  not  been 
made  compulsory,  but  Clause  6  should 
have  been  either  omitted  or  so  altered 
that  religion  should  be  made  part,  subject 
to  the  conscience  clause,  of  the  teaching 
of  every  child.  If  that  had  been  done 
and  Clause  3  omitted,  the  Bill  would  not 
only  have  rendered  a  great  and  solid 
service  to  the  cause  of  elementary 
education,  but  it  would  also  have  done 
completely  what  to  some  extent  it  did 
now — it  would  have  rescued  little 
children  from  the  clutches  of  the  dog- 
matists and  allowed  them  to  grow  up  as 
they  had  hitherto  done,  in  humble 
reverence  of  Christ's  teaching  and  in 
dutiful  obedience  to  Gkid's  laws. 

"*  Mr.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  S.E.)  said 
the  question  he  wished  to  argue  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  was  in 
regard  to  Mahomedans  and  Agnostics. 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  if  they  were 
to  be  logical,  why  should  not  it  be  or- 
dained that  Atheists  and  Mahomedans 
should  receive  that  teaching  in  our 
schools  which  was  acceptable  to  them 
in  the  same  way  as  it  was  given  to  other 
denominations.  Early  in  the  session 
the  House  determined  by  a  very  much 
larger  vote  than  in  1870,  that  the  people 
of  this  country  desired  to  have  religious 
teaching  in  the  schools.  In  passing  that 
vote  for  religious  education  it  did  not 
intend  to  include  the  fantastic  notion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton, 
that  reUgious  instruction  meant  teach- 
ing for  Mahomedans,  Agnostics  and 
others.  He  was  one  of  those  who  did 
not  entirely  follow  with  favour  the  Bill  of 
1902,  because  he  felt  that  it  inflicted 
some  injustice  on  Nonconformists,  and  i 
he  endeavoured  to  remove  that  injustice.  I 
Mr.  Paul. 


He  did  not  accuse  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  London 
of  injustice,  nor  any  Member  of  that  side 
of  the  House,  but  he  was  certain  that  a 
sense  of  injustice  existed.  But  the 
reason  why  he  opposed  this  Bill  was 
that  it  inflicted  greater  injustice  than 
the  Bill  of  1902.  He  did  not  impute  any 
conscious  injustice  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  or  to 
any  of  his  colleagues,  although  on  that 
point  he  was  not  quite  so  certain.  He 
did  not  think  there  was  any  Party  in 
the  House  who  wished  to  inflict  injustice 
upon  their  opponents,  but  he  thought 
that  on  the  present  occasion  tiiey  might 
evolve  some  Ught  and  that  religious 
peace  which  they  all  desired.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House 
thought  Cowper-Templeism  worse  than 
no  religion  at  all.  Hon  Members  oppo- 
site would  not  allow  Roman  CathoUc 
schools  that  liberty  which  they  certainly 
deserved.  He  asked  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  to  consider  whether 
logic  was  entirely  a  matter  on  which 
they  could  depend.  They  were  deaUng 
with  the  case  of  Uttle  children,  and  ho 
was  sure  that  hon.  Members  had 
not  brought  up  their  children  in 
logic,  and  many  Members,  especially 
those  below  the  gangway,  would  main- 
tain that  to  be  logical  in  elementary 
education  we  must  have  a  secular 
system.  He  denied  that  that  was- 
logical.  Logic  was  worth  nothing  unlesa 
the  premisses  were  sound.  What  were 
the  premisses  in  this  case  ?  The  State 
ordained  that  the  child  should  have 
education  and  the  parent  must  send 
his  child  to  school.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
country  education  without  religion  was 
worthless.  They  could  not  leave  out 
religion  from  true  education  any  more 
than  they  could  mathematics  or  writing. 
The  one  reason  why  he  objected  to  this. 
Bill  more  strongly  than  any  other 
was  that  it  placed  religion  outside  the 
school  hours.  He  thought  it  would 
have  the  result  of  banishing  the  Bible 
from  the  schools.  There  were  some 
who  advocated  secular  instruction  and 
the  banishment  of  the  Bible  because 
they  thought  it  would  get  rid  of  the 
religious  difficulty.  Mr.  Forster  in  1870 
said  that  if  we  banished  the  Bible  from  the 
schools  the  irreligious  ^difficulty    which 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


513        Education  (England  {30  JuLY  1906} 


and  Jfiiles)  BiU. 


514 


would  be  created  would  be  even  greater 
than  the  religious  difEcultr,  and  he 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  time  would 
come  when  all  parents  would  be  able 
to  agree  as  to  the  religious  education 
to  be  given  to  their  children.  He  (Mr. 
Lambton)  ventured  to  express  the  same 
hope  in  1902.  It  was  perfectly  as- 
tounding in  the  20th  century  there 
should  be  such  differences  between 
Church  of  England  Christians  and 
Nonconformist  Christians  that  they 
could  not  agree  as  to  the  teaching  to 
be  given  to  little  children.  He  was 
grieved  to  think  that  the  present  Bill 
did  not  remove  those  differences.  That 
might  be  owing  perhaps  to  misconception 
on  both  sides,  and  he  was  convinced 
it  was  owing  in  some  degree  to  the  fact 
that  Cowper-Templeism  was  looked  upon 
with  suspicion  by  so  many  hon.  Members 
on  the  Opposition  side,  and  owing  to 
action  like  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Louth,  who  so  persistently  objected  to 
any  concession  to  denominationalists. 
Lord  Shaftesbury  in  1870  said  that 
denominational  teaching  was  founded 
on  tiie  assuiniption  that  these  little 
rUldren  were  persons  of  mature  age. 
He  quite  agreed.  He  believed  that 
a  modus  vivendi  was  attainable,  and 
woold  be  attained  in  this  country. 
What  stood  in  the  way  ?  Perhaps 
a  few  proud  prelates  or  arrogant 
doctors  of  divinity.  He  was  only  a 
layman,  and  it  was  not  foi  him  to 
suggest  to  them  what  they  should  do ; 
bat  he  was  quite  convinced  that  no  man, 
not  even  the  hon.  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton, would  say  that  they  should  banish 
religion  from  the  schools  on  that  ground. 
He  did  not  think  that  even  in  the  name 
of  Science  that  could  be  done,  because 
if  they  asked  the  question,  "  What  is 
religion  1 "  there  might  be  a  thousand 
answers  but  to  the  question,  "  What  is 
science  t "  there  was  only  one  answer. 
Science  was  the  true  understanding  of 
nature,  and  it  had  not  solved  the  mystery 
of  the  human  souL  The  human  soul 
was  always  asking  for  religion,  and  it  was 
not  for  man  or  Parliaments  to  deny  the 
spiritual  cravings  of  nature.  Therefore 
their  endeavour  must  be  to  afford  the 
children  such  teaching.  If  the  leaders  of 
the  Churches  stood  in  the  way  of  that 
happy  consummation  all  that  they  could 
do  was  to  ask  them  to  remember  the 


words  of  our  great  Master,  "  Suffer  little 
children  to  come  unto  Me  and  forbid 
them  not."  But  here  they  had  only  to 
hold  even  the  balance  of  justice  which 
was  the  only  chance  of  peace  in  this 
question,  and  he  did  hope  when  this  Bill 
came  back  from  another  place  they  would 
continue  this  discussion  in  a  friendly 
aid  peaceable  spirit.  They  might  fail,^ 
but  at  all  events  let  them  determine  not 
to  use  the  souls  of  little  children  as 
counters  in  the  poUtioal  game. 

The  solicitor  -  general  (Sir 
W.  RoBSON,  South  Shields),  who  was 
indistinctly  heard,  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  one  statement 
which  he  thought  he  would  be  disposed 
to  modify  on  reflection.  It  was  said 
that  this  Bill  would  create  more  injustice 
than  it  would  remove.  The  Government 
had  endeavoured  to  place  definite  denomi- 
national teaching  upon  a  voluntary  basis. 
That  was  the  real  characteristic  part  of 
the  Bill.  The  Opposition  described  the 
Bill  as  a  Bill  for  secularising  the  Church 
schools,  in  effect  for  the  benefit  of  Non- 
conformists. If  that  were  true  it  nould 
be  a  very  serious  reflection  not  only  on  the 
Bill  but  also  upon  Nonconformists.  He 
ventured  to  ask  the  House  to  look  at  this 
proposition  a  little  more  critically  and 
fairly.  What  was  the  effect  of  this  Bill 
upon  Church  schoob  ?  He  was  asking 
what  was  its  practical  effect.  He  was 
not  asking  what  some  sensitive  person 
might  believe  to  be  a  possibility  under 
this,  that,  or  the  other  clause,  but  what 
was  likely  to  be  the  real  result  of  this  Bill 
in  actual  working.  Looking  at  the 
matter  in  that  way  could  anyone  doubt 
that  the  denominational  teaching  which 
Churchmen  desired  would  go  on  much  the 
same  as  before  1  The  old  custom  of  the 
Church  of  England  schools,  speaking 
generally,  was  to  have  two  days  a  week 
for  Catechism  teaching,  and  three  days  a 
week  for  the  simple  Bible  teaching  and 
prayer  that  made  up  the  elements  of 
Cowper-Temple  teaching.  Was  there  any 
reason  why  all  this  should  not  go  on  in 
substance  as  it  had  always  gone  on  ? 
Would  Churchmen  have  any  difficulty  in 
getting  volunteeers  to  give  i[_Catechism 
instruction  on  two  days  a  week  ?  He 
could  not  believe  they  would.  ^They  who 
did  a  great  work  before  1870,  and  to  their 
honour  had  maintained  a  great  jbuiden 
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— ^though  a  raindly  diminiBhing  burden 
— sinoe,  would  find  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
viding Catecliism  instruction  in  tiieir 
own  schools  on  two  days  of  the  week, 
especially  when  they  were  being  relieved 
in  so  many  other  directions.  Even 
now  the  Church  of  Lngland  was  left  in 
a  podtion  of  very  substantial  privilege. 
It  would  possess  the  very  special  right 
of  entry  to  its  schools,  and  it  would  have 
them  maintained  free  of  cost,  with  the 
payment  of  rent  by  way  of  contribution 
to  the  cost.  In  other  words.  Churchmen 
under  this  Bill  would  have  the  right 
of  entry  in  what  had  now  become  State 
buildings  and  State  property.  He  asked 
hon  Members  to  put  to  themselves 
fairly  and  squarely  this  question :  Did 
that  look  as  if  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
had  been  animated  by  any  special  spite 
against  the  Church  of  England  ?  He 
thought  not.  It  was  also  said  that  after 
all  the  Bill  was  for  the  benefit  of  Noncon- 
formists. Again,  he  would  invite  hon. 
Members  opposite  to  consider  a  little  the 
position  of  Nonconformists.  Noncon- 
formity was  spoken  of  as  if  it  had  no 
doctrines  or  form  of  religion,  and  was 
giving  nothing  up,  and  that  the  Church 
must  receive  some  special  compensation 
because  Cowper-Templeism  was  peculiarly 
favourable  to  Nonconformists.  The  body 
of  doctrine  among  Nonconformists  was  so 
deep,  so  complicated,  so  far-reaching 
in  the  lives  and  conduct  of  men  that  they 
would  not  allow  the  State  to  touch  it. 
Could  it  be  supposed,  therefore,  that 
Nonconformity  was  giving  nothing  up 
from  the  doctrinal  point  of  view  when  it 
consented  that  the  State  should  give 
non-dogmatic,  non-denominational  teach- 
ing instead  of  taking  money  from  the  State 
to  teach  its  own  doctrine  ?  He  was  sure 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  realise  that,  if  they 
would  use,  not  their  reason,  but  their 
imagination  for  a  moment,  and  just  think 
what  would  be  the  effect  upon  their  own 
feelings  if  Nonconformists  were  really  to 
claim  doctrinal  equality.  Supposing  that 
there  had  been  no  Cowper-Temple  clause, 
and  the  Nonconformists  had  carried 
a  great  many  school  areas  and 
had  placed  them  under  their  own 
doctrinal  teaching.  What  would  be 
the  feeling  of  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site if  they  saw  Nonconformists 
having  a  privilege  in  State  schools  in 
any  parallel  to  their  own  ?  They  would 
Sir  IF.  Robmn, 


think  it  a  hardship  and  a  bitter  grievance. 
Supposing  they  went  into  a  council 
school  and  heard  the  teacher  paid  by 
the  State  telling  the  little  ones  that  even 
baptism  was  an  absurdity  and  apostolic 
succession  an  error.  Would  they  like 
it  if  they  could  hear  the  teacher  to 
whose  support  they  must  contribute 
taking  one  by  one  every  doctrine  they 
held  dear  and  pointing  out  that  it  was  an 
imposture  ?  They  would  conceive,  and 
rightly  so,  that  they  were  grossly  injured 
as  a  Christian  community.  He  appealed 
to  hon.  Centlemen  not  in  any  angry 
controversial  spirit,  because  he  knew 
he  was  dealii^  with  Christian  and 
fair-minded  men,  subject  of  course  to 
the  fog  that  controversy  so  often  intro- 
duced between  disputants,  but  he  asked 
them  to  consider  the  picture  he  had  put 
before  their  mind.  Let  them  reflect 
upon  the  deep  feeling  of  indignation  and 
of  wrong  that  would  permeate  their 
Church  if  they  were  put  under  precisely 
the  same  system  as  the  Nonconformists 
had  been  placed  under.  It  was  not  fair 
to  say  that  Nonconformity  was  getting 
the  benefit ;  it  did  not  seek  it.  There 
was  only  one  respect  in  which  anything 
Uke  equaUty  could  be  said  to  be  established 
even  now  between  the  Anglican  and 
Nonconformist  Churches,  and  that  was 
j  that  distinctively  dogmatic  teaching  wa«! 
placed  on  a  voluntary  basis.  But  that 
seemed  to  be  the  very  grievance  of  the 
Church,  and  their  policy  corresponded  to 
their  grievance.  Whtt  was  the  policy  of  the 
Conservative  Party  ?  It  would  be  no 
injustice  to  say  that  it  was  still  the 
policy  embodied  in  the  Act  of  1902. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Maryle- 
bone  was  beginning  to  have  his  doubts 
about  the  Act  of  1902.  The  noble  Lord 
had  not  yet  reached  the  stage  of  giving 
them  very  emphatic  expression,  but  he 
was  not  quite  comfortable  when  he 
was  on  the  Act  of  1902.  Who  was  ? 
His  fear  was  not  that  the  noble  Lord 
would  ilot  go  far  enough  for  them,  but 
that  he  was  going  too  far.  Up 
to  1902  the  theory  of  Parliameotarv 
grants  was  that  laid  down  in  tl^ 
speeches  and  legislation  of  1870 — 
namely,  that  those  grants  represented 
a  ^ift  by  the  State  in  aid  of  secular 
education.  But  under  the  Act  of  1902  a 
different  state  of  things  came  into  being. 
Then  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to<^ 
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the  ntes  in  order  to  supersede  the  sub- 
sciiptioiis.    He  took  the  teacher  who  had 
hitherto  been  paid  partly  by  the  denomi- 
oatioa  and  pat  the  whole  cost  of  the 
teadier's   salary,   covering   the   cost   of 
religious  instruction,  on  Uie  rates.     The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  had  the  dis- 
tinction   therefore    that    he    definitely, 
avowedly,  and  explicitly  put  the  cost 
of  distinctive  dogmatic  teaching  on  other 
backs  than  those  of  the  denomination 
who  wanted  it.     That  and  nothing  else 
trss  the  policy  of  1902,  and  a  grievance 
iras  undoubtedly  created  among  Noncon- 
fcxmists  which  must  be  dealt  with  in 
acme  form.     Now,  what  was  the  means 
bv  which    it    was    to    be    met  ?     The 
CiuuiceUor  of  the  Exchequer  had  already 
drawn  attention  to  it,  and  he  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  upon  it.    The  Con- 
servatives put  forward  what  was  called 
die  right  of  entry,  or  all  round  facilities  in 
every  schooL     That  undoubtedly  looked 
a  most  admirable  solution.     But  had  hon. 
Members   opposite   seriously   considered 
what    that    proposition    involved  ?    It 
*as  the  Conservative  alternative  to  this 
Bill    But  he  wanted  to  know  how  they 
proposed  to  deal  with  a  grievance  that 
ther  admitted,   because  it  mu<)t  not  be 
{(Kgotten   that   the   grievance    Noncon- 
formists complained  of  was  indisputable. 
It  was  a  grievance  which  had  been  men- 
tioned again  and  again  by  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and   that    made    more 
serious  the  responsibility  of  continuing 
it.    What  had  been  suggested  throughout 
these  debates  was  that  the  grievance  was 
met  by  giving  the  right  of  entry  to  all 
sections  to    enter  all  schools.     He  had 
not  seen  that  there  had  been  any  definite 
or  intelligible  policy  put  forward  to  meet 
the  Nonconformist  grievance  except  the 
right  of  entry.   How  else  did  hon.  Members 
propose  to  deal  with  the  Nonconformist 
grievance,    which   they  admitted  ?    No 
plan  but  the  right  of  entry  had  been 
Boggested,  and  that  involved  above  all 
things  the  neutrality  of  the  State  teacher, 
becatise  one  denomination  could  not  in 
soch  a  scheme  be  allowed  to  annex  the 
teacher.     It   would   be  preposterous  to 
talk  of  giving  equal  rights  to  all  denomina- 
tions in  the  schools,  and  yet  allow  one 
denomination    to    annex    the    teacher. 
The  right  of  entry  had  got  controversial 
advantages.     It     did    homage     to     the 
principle  of  equality,  and  that  was  a 


principle  to  which  they  were  always 
bound  to  do  homage.  But  there  would 
be  little  equality,  indeed  there  would  be 
injustice,  iJE  in  some  schoob  a  denomina- 
tion was  to  have  exclusive  rights  in 
its  own  schools  and  yet  have  the  right  of 
entry  in  other  schoob.  Therefore,  he 
took  it  that  the  essential  condition  of 
the  right  of  entry  which  was  put  forward 
by  so  many  hon.  Gentlemen  was  that  the 
teacher  should  be  neutral.  What  did 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  say  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  the  State 
teacher  ?  It  was  not  quite  clear  what 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  thought,  for 
in  the  same  breath  while  they  demanded 
the  right  of  entry  to  all  schools,  they 
protested  against  anyone  but  a  State 
teacher  giving  religious  instruction.  The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  went  down  to 
Cambridge  and  drew  a  picture  of  a 
teacher  sitting  silent  while  someone  else 
perhaps  better  instructed  and  of  a  more 
theological  spirit  came  in  to  give  the 
lesson  which  the  teacher  had  been  accus- 
tomed for  generations  to  give.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  called  that  a  great 
atrouity,  and  he  still  thought  it  an  atro- 
city that  the  State  teacher  should  allow 
anyone  ebe,  even  a  clergyman,  more 
highly  cultivated  and  instructed,  to 
come  in  and  give  the  religious  lesson. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of 
London) :  That  was  not  the  atrocity. 
Vv'hat  I  called  an  atrocity  was  pre- 
venting a  man  who  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  give  the  religious  teaching 
from  doing  so,  if  he  were  competent  and 
willing. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  that  under  the 
right  of  entry  scheme,  "  the  teacher 
would  sit  silent."  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  that  the  Church  schools 
were  to  retain  all  their  exclusive  advan- 
tages ?  What  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  at  Cambridge  was  this — 

"  Henceforth  the  teacher  is  to  sit  silent 
and  hear  the  religious  leBson  which  be 
has  l)een  accustomea  to  jrive  to  generations 
of  children  with  general  approval  given 
by  no  donbt  an  equally  instructed  and  even 
more  highly  cultivated  person,  but  one  who 
is  not  by  training  as  well  qualified  to  give 
that  same  le<<aon  as  the  teacher  who  has  done 
so  year  by  year,  is  not  that  a  great  atrocity  ?  " 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOLU : 
the  opinion  I  expressed. 


That  is  not 
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Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  he  had  no  de- 
eire  to  ascribe  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man an  opinion  which  he  repudiated, 
but  he  must  have  some  opinion — he  did 
noft  care  what  it  was.  He  might  take 
it,  at  all  events,  as  being  the  fact  that  in 
the  schools  where  the  twichers  had  been 
accustomed  to  give  the  religious  lesson 
for  many  years  it  was  an  atrocity  for 
anybody  else  to  come  in  and  give  it. 
[An  Hon.  Member,  "  No."]  He  did  not 
need  to  go  back  two  months  foi  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Only  two  days  ago  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  expressed  an  opinion  on  the  subject 
and  he  hoped  that  opinion  had  not  imder- 
gone  any  great  change.  At  the  National 
Union  of  Conservative  Associations  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"  Everybody  admits  that  if  you  are  going 
effectually  to  give  religious  educatiou,  that 
work  mu8t  in  tlie  main  oe  carried  out  by  the 
ordinary  teachers  of  the  school." 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:    Hear,  hear. 

Sib  W.  ROBSON  said  he  was  on  firm 
groimd  now.    In  that  case  what  became 
of  the  right  of  entry  of  all  denomin- 
ations into  every  school  ?    The  equality 
ofiered    to    the    Nonconformists    under 
that  arrangement  did  not  exist  imless 
the  State  teacher  stood  neutral.     Hon. 
Members  opposite  must  make  up  their 
minds  which  of  these  opinions  they  did 
hold.    He  had  ascribed  to  their  words 
what  appeared  to  be  the  ordinary  meaning, 
but  he  appeared  to    have  been  wrong. 
He   hoped   that   right   hon.    and   hon. 
Gentlemen  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  re-stating  their  views,  and  let  the  Ho\ise 
know  in  plain  terms  what  their  remedy 
for   the    Nonconformist   grievance  was. 
Did    they    mean    each     denomination 
to  give  religious  teaching  by  its  own 
officers  at  its  own  cost  ?    When  they 
gave  the  House  a  Uttle  further  instruction 
on  that  ^oint  he  dared  say  they  would 
be  able  to  deal  with  them  again.    There 
had  been  two  remarkable  developments 
in  this  debate.    The  first  was  the  attack 
made  on  simple  Bible  teaching  which 
had  been  spoken  of  as  subversive   of 
Christianity  itself.    The  second  was  the 
enunciation    of    the    doctrine    that    to 
make  a  child  a  Christian  it  was  necessary 
to  attach  the  child  to  some  denomination. 
That'meant  that  denominational  schools 


must,  if  their  religion  was  to  be  effective, 
seek  to  proselytise.    He  was  sure  that 
hon.  Members  opposite  and  most  Members 
of  the  Church  of  England  would  repudiate 
with  indignation  any  idea  that  they  used 
their  schools  for  the  purpose  of  prosely- 
tism.    But  let  him  ask  hon.  Members  to 
consider    what    was    involved    in    the 
doctrine    which    had    been    so    clearly 
laid    down   that   it    was    necessary    to 
attach  a  child  to  a  denomination.    That 
was  a   very  serious  position  for  Non- 
conformists   whose    children    were    put 
into  a  Church  "  atmosphere  "  by  com- 
pulsion.   They  were  allowed  when  they 
got  there  to  relieve  themselves  of  the 
religious  lesson  by  means  of  the  conscience 
clause.     He    thought    it    was    a    great 
misfortune    that    in    the    schools    the 
alternative  lesson  should  be  arithmetic. 
It  was  used  as  a  punishment  in  many 
of  the   schools.    It   was    a   misfortune 
that    the    children    of   Nonconformists 
should  be  driven  into  the  atmosphere 
which  was  indicated  by  the  attacks  on 
Cowper- Temple  teaching,  and  that  they 
could    not   get   any    religious   teaching 
unless  they  were  attached  to  a  denomina- 
tion.   There  had  been  really  no  defence 
of  an  injustice  of  that  kind  put  on  so 
many  of  our  fellow  citizens.    There  had 
really    been    no    answer   to    the    most 
essential    part    of    the    Nonconformist 
case    presented    by    this    Bill,    namely, 
that  the  Nonconformist  community  of 
the  country  must  be  reUeved  of    the 
burden  of  having  to  pay  for  the  teaching 
of   doctrines   contrary    to    their    faith. 
It  was  said  that  this  Bill  was  prompted 
by  dislike  of  the  Church  of  England. 
He  confessed  that  he  could  not  listen  to 
that  charge  without  deep  resentment.    I  f 
Churchmen  admitted,  as  they  did  admit, 
the   injustice   done   to   other   Christian 
communities  by  the  system  which  the 
Government    were    seeking    to  modify, 
they    might    go    a    step    further    and 
admit     that     the     effort     to     remove 
the     injustice     was       not      necessarily 
dictated  by  hatred  or  spite.    Let  them 
search  their  own  hearts,  and  see  with 
what    sentiments     they    regarded     the 
members  of  those  other  great  religions 
communities    which    they    had    dnven 
from   the  communion   of  the   National 
Church.    Perhaps    they    did    not    want 
reconciliation,    and,    for    his    part,    he 
doubted     whether      reconciliation     was 
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possible.  Bat  there  might  be  some 
approach  to  sympathy  and  a  better 
nodeistandiog  amongst  Protestant  oom- 
mnnities,  and  the  absence  of  any 
desire  for  such  was  one  of  the  most 
fateful  elements  in  the  religious  life  of 
to-day.  This  internecine  conflict  amongst 
those  who  preached  the  Gtospel  of  Peace 
had  the  effect  of  turning  men's  eyes 
altogether  away  from  unity,  and  if 
they  could  not  have  reconciliation  they 
might,  at  any  rate,  try  to  lessen  the 
feelings  of  repulsion.  This  education 
question  helped  to  focus  the  attention 
of  the  great  Christian  communities  away 
from  unity  and  upon  the  fact  that  the 
most  powerful  and  most  wealthy  of 
them  all  had  imposed  upon  its  fellows 
an  act  of  great  injustice.  That  was  a 
terrible  indictment,  and  the  €k)vem- 
ment  ought  to  be  given  credit  for  the 
effort  they  were  now  making  to  free  the 
€harch  of  England  from  the  shadow  of 
that  great  accusation. 


Mr.  MASTERMAN  (West  Ham,  N.) 
taid  that  while  he  found  his  objections  to 
the  Bill  melting  before  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  of  the  Minister  for  Education, 
the  Solicitor-Greneral    had   succeeded   in  \ 
arousing    every    controversial    fibre    he 
possessed.     He    was    not    making    any  i 
complaint  against  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's    method     of     controversy,  ; 
but  he  could  not  accept  in  any  degree  I 
his    description    of    the    Bill.      What  i 
was  the  good  of  the  Solicitor-General 
saying  that   under  Clause  3  denomina-  I 
tional  teaching  Would  go  on  in  the  same  I 
way  that  it  had  been  going  on  for  thirty  ! 
or  forty   years  ?    The   House  had  de- 1 
liberately  decided  that  the  Church  teach-  I 
ing  which  bad  been  going  on  in  the  village 
schools  of  England  by  the  teachers  was 
no  longer  to  be  given  by  those  teachers, 
even  outside  school  hours  and  at  their 
own  expense.    People  would   ask  why 
this  teaching  which  their  children  had 
been  receiving  for  so  many  years   was 
now  suddenly  to  be  regarded  as  poison. 
He  did  not  agree  that  the  right  of  entry 
implied  the  neatrality  of  the  teacher.  He, 
however,  had  no  objection  to  neutrality 
if  neutrality  were  made  equal  all  round. 
This  Bill  did  not  give  religious  equality. 
The  soundest  thing  said  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  was  that 


the  day  for  argument  had  gone  by ;  and 
therefore  he  would  not  use  further  argu- 
ment. But  he  might  say  that  they  haA 
been  debating  this  Bill  for  four  months 
and  some  of  them  had  been  trying  to 
make  it  a  just,  equal,  and  final  settlement 
of  the  education  question.  Some  of 
them  had  pressed  for  what  they  were  con- 
vinced was  the  only  proper  solution  of 
the  problem :  that  the  State  should  with- 
draw altogether  from  teaching  or  creating 
a  religion.  They  were  beaten ;  they 
accepted  defeat  and  only  wished  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  minorities. 
Every  kind  of  concession  which  they 
advocated  had  been  refused — not  alto- 
gether by  the  wish  of  the  Minister  for 
Education,  but  because  of  the  cry  of "  No 
concession  "  from  the  Ministerial  benches. 
From  an  educational  point  of  view  he 
believed  that  it  would  have  been  much 
better  to  have  built  ne*  schoob  all  over 
the  country  than  take  over  the  non- 
provided  schools  where  one  religion  would 
now  be  taught  at  the  expense  of  all  others. 
There  was  a  misty  and  shadowy  feeling 
about  Clause  4.  What  was  asked  for 
was  a  poll  of  the  parents.  Now  it  was 
decided  that  the  souls  of  children  in  an 
area  with  a  population  of  5,000  were 
more  valuable  than  the  souls  of  children 
in  an  area  of  under  5,000.  And  they 
were  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
contracting  out  or  kicking  out.  Their 
objections  had  not  been  answered  and 
for  the  first  time  in  history  a  Govern- 
ment calling  itself  Liberal  was  definitely 
enacting  that  one  kind  of  religious  teach- 
ing and  one  kind  only  should  be  sub- 
sidised by  the  State.  They  had  heard 
eloquent  speeches  against  that  religious 
te^hing,  but  he  had  nothing  to  say  against 
it  except  this,  that  however  admirable, 
however  sound  it  might  be,  the  fact  was 
that  an  appreciable  minority  in  this 
country  refused  to  accept  it.  They  had 
heard  a  repudiation  of  that  form  of  re- 
ligious instruction  by  an  hon.  Member  who 
spoke  for  2,.jOO,oyo  Roman  Catholic 
citizens  of  this  country,  and  there  were  a 
large  number  of  others  who  objected  to 
that  form  of  religious  instruction.  This, 
therefore,  was  rather  a  forlorn  position 
for  a  Liberal  Government  to  take  up.  He 
regretted  that  this  Bill  should  go  to 
another  place  in  this  forlorn  condition. 
They  were  sending  the  Bill  to  another 
place  knowing  that  large  ohanges^would 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


523  Education  (England  {COMMONS} 


and  Wales)  Bill. 


524 


be  made  there  and  were  prepared  to  ac- 
cept at  least  a  certain  number  of  those 
changes.  [Ministerial  cries  of  "  No, 
no."]  Hon.  Members  dissented  now  but 
he  ventured  to  say  that  in  six  months' 
time  his  hon.  friends  would  probably 
find  themselves  more  in  agreement  with 
him  upon  that  point.  He  regretted 
every  kind  of  concession  that  they  made 
to  another  place,  because  what  might  have 
been  given  out  of  magnanimity  was 
given  grudgingly  and  of  necessity  and 
would  not  bring  back  those  Liberals 
who  had  been  alienated  by  this  Bill. 
Still  more  deplorable  was  the  fact  that 
every  concession  they  on  their  side 
received  from  the  Upper  House  weakened 
the  general  democratic  appeal  against  the 
constitution  of  that  Chamber.  It  was  sad 
to  think  that  this  great  democratic  move- 
ment which  some  of  them  looked  upon  as 
the  dawn  of  a  new  day  shoidd  have  as  one 
of  its  first  results  the  fact  that  2,500,000 
Catholics  and  a  more  indefinite  number 
of  Liberals  were  saying  "  Thank  God  for 
the  institution  of  the  House  of  Lords." 
To  exercise  a  giant's  strength  Uke  a 
giant  was  to  be  guilty  of  tyranny,  and  he 
thought  they  should  have  been  more 
magnanimous  in  deahng  with  this  sub- 
ject. After  saying  this,  however,  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  considered  as  a 
weakness  on  his  part  if  he  said  that  he 
intended  to  vote  for  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Bill.  No  incident  in  his  short  and 
in  glorious  pohtical  experience  had  caused 
him  so  much  trouble  as  that  fact.  He 
should  vote  for  the  Third  Reading  of  the 
Bill  because  it  established  popular  con- 
trol and  because  he  thought  there  was 
much  in  the  contention  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Camberwell  that  1906  was 
bom  of  1902.  After  the  injustice  bom 
of  1902  it  was  perhaps  rather  too  much  to 
expect  from  human  nature  anything  Hke 
a  permanent  and  satisfactory  settlement, 
but  he  believed  that  every  unfair  Bill 
passed  by  either  side  helped  forward  the 
day  when  the  nation  would  accept  the 
secular  solution  of  the  problem,  because 
it  was  a  solution  which  was  equal  and 
therefore  Liberal ;  because  it  was  com- 
patible with  giving  the  highest  religious 
education  to  every  child  in  the  country. 
He  felt  convinced  that  in  the  end  the 
country  would  find  one  solution  and 
one  solution  only  which  was  capable  at 
Mr.  Micsterman. 


the  same  time  of  making  for  educational 
progress  and  reUgioos  equality. 

*Mr.  PERES  (Lincolnshire,  Loath) 
said  he  wished  to  express  his  absolute 
dissent  from  the  views  to  which  the  House 
had  just  listened.  He  did  not  think  that 
secularism  would  in  consequence  of  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  be  any  nearer  of 
introduction  into  the  elementary  schools 
of  this  coimtry  than  it  was  to-day.  He 
thought  therefore  that  that  fear  might 
be  set  aside  as  an  idle  one.  Passing  on  to 
more  practical  matters,  he  would  like 
to  say  one  or  two  words  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Nonconformist, 
and  he  did  not  object  to  being  called 
an  extreme  Nonconformist.  Before  he  did 
so,  he  wished  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  very- 
tactful  and  delicate  way  in  which  the 
Minister  for  Education  had  handled  this 
subject,  and  if  in  coming  months  the  Non- 
conformists had  to  say  some  strong  things 
about  Clause  4  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  woidd  not  think  that  they  did 
not  appreciate  the  ability,  zeal,  and  good 
temper  which  he  had  shown  in  the  con- 
duct of  this  Bill.  It  was  true  that  promi- 
nent Nonconformists  in  the  country  were 
very  deeply  disappointed  with  some  of 
the  clauses  of  this  measure.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  earlier  in  the 
day  had  referred  to  Clause  i,  and  said  it 
was  the  clause  of  aU  others  which 
the  Government  considered  to  be  vital 
to  their  Bill.  He  indicated,  although  he 
did  not  say  so  in  so  many  words,  that 
that  was  the  corner  stone  of  the  measure 
and  the  foundation  upon  which  the 
Government  built.  But  that  clause,  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  have 
known  if  he  had  been  informed  of  the 
opinions  of  the  great  Nonconformist 
Churches  of  the  country,  was  the  clause 
against  which  every  Free  Church  in  the 
country  had  directed  its  censure.  In- 
deed he  did  not  know  of  a  single  religious 
community  of  any  sort  outside  the  Church 
of  England  which  had  not  called  upon  the 
Government  either  to  withdraw  this  clause 
altogether  or  to  alter  it  so  that  it  would  not 
bring  about  what  the  Government  desired. 
Therefore  he  learned  with  regret  that 
the  Government  intended  to  stick  to  this 
objectionable  clause.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  twitted  him  with  his 
obtrusive  opposition  to  this  clause,  but 
he   could   assure   him   that  what   little 
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opposidoQ  he  had  given  in  the  House 
was  nothing  to  the  opposition  which 
wotild  be  given  to  it  by  prominent 
Nonconfonnist  commnnities  from  one 
end  of  the  coantiy  to  the  other. 
Nonconfonnists  were  disappointed  with 
the  Bill  because,  while  it  started  with  a 
very  bold  declaration  of  what  it  meant 
to  do,  it  had  not  leally  done  what  it 
contemplated.  It  was  all  very  well  to 
say  they  intended  to  secure  for 
every  school  popular  control  under  a 
unified  system.  Schemes  of  great  in- 
tricacy had  been  introduced  for  setting 
up  a  multitudinous  number  of  sectarian 
schools,  and  in  many  cases  unquestion- 
ably involving  a  sectarian  test  for  the 
teacher.  Nonconfonnists  were  some- 
times told  that  they  had  submitted 
no  alternative.  He  quite  adnxitted  that 
the  princiole  of  the  right  of  entry  was 
bad  and  impracticable.  It  had  been 
tded  and  had  signally  failed.  But 
there  was  another  alternative,  and 
one  which  might  be  adopted  if  this 
Bill  did  not  become  law.  He  was 
Dot  very  sanguine  of  the  Bill  becoming 
Ian,  and,  personally,  it  certainly  «ould 
not  break  his  heart  if  it  did  not,  so  long 
as  Clause  4  remained  in  its  present 
shape.  The  alternative  Was  to  re-establish 
the  old  school  boards  and  cover  the 
whole  country  with  them.  He  would 
create  school  boards  in  the  rural 
districts  of  manageable  dimensions,  and 
he  «ould  turn  over  to  these  popularly 
elected  ad  Aoc  authorities  every  elemen- 
tary school  in  the  country  as  well  as  tho 
csntrol  of  every  department  of  public 
education  of  all  grades.  In  doing  this 
he  certainly  would  not  confiscate  any- 
body's property.  The  million  provided 
in  the  Bill  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  set 
up  all  over  the  country  these  board  schools 
and  for  erecting  new  schools  where  desired. 
Voluntary  schools  could  be  purchased 
nhere  there  was  a  desire  to  sell.  He 
ventured  to  suggest  that  it  might  not 
be  undesirable  to  see  if  they  could  not 
devise  some  scheme  by  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  difficulty  could  be  met.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  some  words  that 
fell  from  the  Solicitor-General  in  which 
he  said  the  Catholics  could  not  be 
expected  to  receive  the  Protestant  Bible 
as  the  common  book  of  instruction  for  the 
children  of  Catholic  parents  mider  a 
Cowper- Temple   system  of  religious  in- 


atxd  Wales)  Bill. 


526 


struction.  But  he  did  not  think  it  could 
be  so  stated  and  resisted  so  far  as  the 
Church  of  England  was  concerned.  There 
was  in  his  mind  a  vital  distinction  between 
the  two  cases.  He  was  anxious  that  no 
school  in  this  country  should  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  proselytising  the  children  of 
other  religious  communities.  He  did  not 
understand  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  desired  to  educate  Protestant 
children  in  their  Catholic  schools.  Ha 
would  far  rather  that  no  Protestant  child 
should  receive  his  instruction  at  Roman 
Catholic  schools.  But  there  was  a  strong 
and  he  thought  a  reasonable  feel- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  of 
this  country  that  it  was  unfair  that 
their  children  in  these  schools  should 
receive  Cowper-Temple  instruction.  The 
Nonconformists  had  no  desire  that  the 
children  of  any  sect  should  grow  up 
in  insanitary  buildings,  under  such  con- 
ditions that  both  physically  and  mentally 
they  were  not  fit  to  discharge  the  proper 
duties  of  citizenship,  and  if  the  leaders 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  desired  to 
meet  the  leaders  of  British  Nonconformity 
in  order  to  see  if  some  agreement  could  be 
arrived  at,  speaking  omy  for  himself,  he 
would  go  a  very  long  way  indeed  in  con- 
ference with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  this  country  to  try  and  meet  the 
special  difficulties  of  the  case. 

Sir  CARNE  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) said  it  was  not  fair  to  test"  the 
accuracy  of  the  anonymous  assertion  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton had  alluded.  He  would  only 
say  that  the  animal  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  likened  was  a  professor 
of  short  speeches  which  he  was  afraid 
the  hon.  Member  was  not.  As  he  had 
not  ventured  to  offer  his  views  on 
this  question  on  the  Committee  stage 
perhaps  the  House  would  allow  him 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  Third  Reading. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  be  an  expert.  He 
was  only  a  humble  agricultural  Member 
— he  had  even  been  called  by  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  "  Tony  Lumpkin," 
and  had  been  told  that  the  agricultural 
Members  knew  more  about  the  difference 
between  oats  and  barley  than  about 
education.  That  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  said  that  if  they  had  their  way 
they  would  rather  have  the  money 
proposed  to  be   spent   upon   education 
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laid  out  in  artificial  manures.  He  could 
only  say  that  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned the  right  hon.  Oentleman  was 
correct.  He  had  only  risen  to  say  how 
much  he  regretted  the  way  in  which 
four  months  had  heen  wasted  over  this 
Bill.  He  was  sorry  the  Government 
did  not  take  the  advice  he  ofEered  them 
when  the  Bill  was  first  hrought  in.  Had 
they  done  so  they  might  have  tximed  the 
flank  of  half  the  Amendments  that  had 
heen  put  down  and  got  rid  of  them  with- 
out doing  any  harm  to  the  Bill  or  to  the 
right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  who  put 
them  down.  The  advice  he  had  ven- 
tured to  offer  to  the  Government  was 
that  they  should  take  a  leaf  out  of  the 
Army  List,  and  do  what  had  heen 
done  in  the  Army  for  many  years 
past  with  tolerably  good  effect.  When 
he  was  in  the  Army,  when  a  man  joined 
he  was  asked  whether  he  would  Uke  to 
be  told  off  as  a  Roman  Catholic,  a 
Protestant,  or  a  Persuasionist,  or  in  other 
words  a  Nonconformist,  and  there  was 
never  any  difficulty.  When  a  man  went 
to  school  a  priest  went  in  at  one  time 
and  gave  instruction,  at  another  time 
the  Nonconformist  minister,  and  at 
another  time  the  Church  of  England 
parson.  They  never  had  any  difficulty 
about  religious  teaching  and  everything 
went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell.  Why 
should  not  there  be  some  arrangement 
such  as  that  in  the  council  schools  ?  Since 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  House  had  two  months  ago  shown 
some  benevolent  sympathy  in  respect 
to  a  matter  to  which  he  need  not 
further  allude  he  had  some  sort  of 
respect  for  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
sitting  opposite — though,  of  course,  he 
could  not  vote  with  them.  One  had  to 
draw  the  line  somewhere,  but  he  was 
glad  to  see  them  getting  through  their 
difficulty  and  time  of  trouble,  although  it 
would  have  been  reduced  by  half  if  they 
had  taken  his  advice.  So  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  had  voted  against  every 
Education  Bill  that  had  been  introduced 
into  this  House,  and  he  proposed  to  do 
the  same  on  this  occasion. 

*Mr.  MASSIE  (Wiltshire,  Cricklade) 
said  that  in  bidding  a  short  farewell — and 
to  the  Minister  for  Education  surely  not 
an'unwelcome  one — to  this  Education  Bill, 
in  speeding  the  parting  guest,  and  the 

Sir  Cams  JRasch. 


returning  guest  (but  in  what  shape  re- 
turning, who  knew  ?)  it  was  of  no  use 
to  blink  the  fact  that  this  Bill  was  not 
the  Bill  for  which  most  of  them  on  the 
Liberal  side  of  the  House  had  hoped  and 
worked.  Yet,  perhaps,  and  probably, 
it  was  the  best  kind  of  Bill  that,  in  the 
circumstances,  could  be  passed  just  now. 
They  had  hoped  for  a  national  system 
that  would  unite  rather  than  continue 
to  divide  them,  and  for  a  public  educa- 
tion in  things  in  which  they  should 
agree,  not  in  things  in  which  they  should 
differ.  But  their  differences  were  being 
perpetuated,  their  unification  was  being 
postponed.  True,  in  the  coimcil  schools 
their  differences  did  not  intrude  them- 
selves, or  they  intruded  themselves  in- 
significantly :  but  in  the  schools  to  be 
newly  taken  over  and  to  become  pro- 
vided schools,  denominational  differences 
were  to  find  entrance  by  facilities  :  and 
what  was  more  distinctively  separative, 
schools  wholly  maintained  by  public 
money,  and  by  public  money  wholly 
kept  in  repair,  were  to  be  frankly-  de- 
nominational, and  were  to  drive  forth 
the  minority  children  to  find  some  other 
home.  Then  there  were  to  be  sectarian 
schools,  schools  of  the  order  of  the  "  last 
resort,"  as  they  might  be  called,  which, 
though  not  assisted  by  the  rates,  were 
to  be  almost  entirely  maintained  by 
the  State  while  retaining  their  private 
management.  These  divisions  were  said 
to  be  the  price  of  peace.  It  re- 
mained to  be  seen  from  the  way  in  which 
these  divisions  worked  whether  the 
peace  would  be  peace  at  any  price  or  not. 
Anyhow,  two  sides  remained :  on  the 
one  side  were  denominational  privileges, 
on  the  other,  public  right.  Strong 
educational  points  might  be  made  against 
these  denominational  privileges,  but  when 
they  were  in  view,  educational  points 
must  clear  the  way.  For  example,  de- 
nominational privileges  often  spelt  small 
schools,  and  small  schoob  were  costly 
and  inefficient :  they  often  cost  quite 
£1  a  head  more  than  the  larger  schools, 
and  they  could  not  be  properly  staffed 
for  all  the  standards ;  yet  for  the  sake 
of  the  denominational  privileges  the 
small  schools  must  stand.  So  the  Bill 
was  not  one  of  principle,  but  one  of 
compromise ;  yet  it  was  an  honest 
compromise,  honest  in  its  inception, 
and  honest  in  its  execution.    Let  him 
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also  par  his  tribute  to  the  Minister  who 
had  had  this  Bill  in  charge.     Through 
his  patient,  unwearying,  invariably  good- 
tempered,  open-minded  and     altogether 
masterly  conduct  of  the  Bill,  his  praise, 
like  that  of  the  "brother"  was  or  ought 
to  be  in  all  the  churches.     So  far  as  the 
Bill  was  one  of  principle,  it  was  one  of 
principle  applied  with  exceptions,  and  it 
altogether  depended  how  the  exceptions 
worked    out    whether    the    exceptions 
proved  the  rule  or  became  the  rule.    It 
was  held  by  some  to  be  quite  possible 
that  the  bulk  of  the  pubUc  education 
in  urban  areas  would,  in  twenty  years, 
he  denominational.    Lord    Hugh    Cecil 
once  wrote   that  the  4th  clause  would 
tmn  out  to  be  far  more  favourable  to  the 
Chorch  of  England  than  her  enemies 
(by  whom  he  meant  the  friends  of  a 
national  system)  desired.  These  friends  of 
a  national  system  could  only  hope  that  the 
sectarian  heat  aqd  denominational  burden 
«f  the  day  would  not  be  too  much  for 
them.     Meanwhile,  it  was,  as  he  said,  a 
Bin    of   compromise.     This    could    be 
gathered  from  the  general  quietness  of  its 
supporters,    though  they   had    steadily 
voted  for  it,  with  certain  exceptions  on 
notable  occasions.    A  compromise  might 
he  necessary,  but  a  compromise  quelled 
enthusiasm.     Hence  their  support  had 
been  rather    a   voting  support  than   a 
vocal  one,    not   always   from   lack    of 
will  but  sometimes  from  lack  of  oppor- 
tunity.   And   from   some  deficiency  in 
acclimatisation    to    the    atmosphere    of 
this  House,  while  the  spirit  had  some- 
times been  willing,  the  flesh  had  some- 
times been  weak.    Still  they  had  voted 
for  the  Bill,  and  he  for  one  intended  to 
vote  for  it  to-night,  though  he  felt  that 
the   concessions    had    gone    quite    far 
enough.    They  would  hardly  gather  that 
it  was  a  compromise  from  the  tempestuous 
wrath  of  some  of  its  opponents.    But 
they  were  men   of  like  passions    with 
other  men ;    they  were  fighting  for  the 
power,  the  patronage,  the  privilege  which 
were  slipping  from  their  grasp  because 
they   could    not    keep    afloat    without 
pnhUc(t-,maintenance.     In    their     argu- 
ments it  was  interesting  and  suggestive 
to  notice  they  always  ignored  this  public 
maintenance ;     they    always    threw    a 
veil  over  the  quid  pro  quo  that  was  due 
from  them.    If  he  could  not  congratulate 
them,  he  could  felicitate  them  on  the 


salvage  they  had  secured  from  the 
wreck.  He  felicitated  them  on  the 
£1,000,000,  or  the  part  of  it,  that  was  to 
come  to  them.  He  once  heard  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  say  in  1870,  when  Mr. 
Forster's  Bill  was  before  the  country, 
that  the  old  Church  rate  had  been  for  the 
repair  of  the  Church  fabric,  the  new 
Church  rate  was  for  the  repair  of  the 
Church  formularies.  In  this  Bill  the 
rates  looked  after  the  repair  of  the 
fabric,  the  rent  looked  after  the  repair 
of  the  formularies.  He  felicitated  them. 
He  felicitated  them  on  the  amount 
of  oil  apparently  required  to  lubricate 
the  machinery,  and  on  the  ransom  that 
had  to  be  paid  for  the  fragments  of 
equality  rescued  from  captivity.  It  was 
a  better  bargain  than  denominationalism 
would  ever  make  again.  Their  best  friends 
should  advise  them  to  take  it  and  be 
thankful.  It  was  alleged  to  be  the  price 
of  peace.  But  was  it  peace  ?  The 
answer  was — ^there  could  never  be  peace 
so  long  as  one  Church  was  determined 
to  be  master,  so  long  as — according  to 
the  phrase  of  one  of  the  most  unreticent 
of  the  bishops — she  was  determined 
not  to  be  put  on  a  level  with  the  other  de- 
nominations. The  Bill  was  going  before  a 
tribunal  whose  jurisdiction  was  based  on 
constitution  and  antiquity  and  on 
these  alone.  Possibly  that  tribunal 
might  share  the  view  of  certain  leading 
Conservative  journals  that  public  control 
and  abolition  of  tests  were  inevitable. 
If  80,  they  might  respect  the  independ- 
ence of  the  teacher  and  his  reputation 
for  impartiality,  and  might  refuse  to 
hand  him  over  to  those  who  would  in- 
troduce a  test  by  a  side  wind.  They 
might  keep  Clause  8,  the  charter 
of  freedom  for  the  teacher.  They 
might  also  show  regard  to  the  will  of 
the  parent,  and  in  that  case  they  would 
refrain  from  compelling  him  to  send 
his  child  to  the  religious  instruction. 
They  might  show  their  respect  to  religion 
as  having  a  power  to  look  after  itself, 
and  not  contravene  its  genius  by  imposing 
constraint.  In  a  word  they  might  keep 
Clause  7,  the  charter  of  religious  freedom 
for  the  parent.  They  could  not  respect 
the  parent's  will  and  at  the  same  time 
compel  him :  they  could  not  have  it 
both  ways.  And  he  hoped  that  the 
Government,  now  that  that  clause  had 
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been  carried  in  open  House  by  a  forty- 
seven  majority,  would  remember  that  it 
was  their  own  child,  and  after  having 
exposed  it  to  the  discordant  elements, 
would  take  it  up  again  and  cherish  it.  As 
for  the  eighty-five  Liberals  who  voted 
against  the  clause,  he  could  only  say  that 
if  he  had  stood  on  the  various  platforms 
in  his  constituency  during  the  contest 
and  had  said  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  only  democratic  clause  in  the  Bill, 
the  clause  that  made  religious  freedom 
real,  and  should  help  to  rehabilitate  the 
fusty  futilities  of  the  conscience  clause, 
he  suspected  that  he  would  not  have 
been  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  vote 
at  all.  The  root  of  the  compromise 
in  this  Bill  was  that  the  State  was  still 
dabbling  in  religious  education,  and 
still  patronising  and  controlling  religion. 
And  the  root  of  that  policy  was  that  the 
bulk  of  the  English  people  would  have  it 
so,  because  they  were  not  yet  accustomed 
to  believe  in  the  power  of  religion  or  to 
leave  the  spread  of  godliness  to  the  godly. 
Whether  the  people  would  long  remain  in 
the  same  stay  depended  on  the  answer 
to  the  question,  "  Will  there  be  peace  ?  " 
By  this  he  did  not  mean  whether  the 
squabble  of  the  sects,  as  it  was  called, 
could  be  made  to  cease,  but  whether 
a  stop  could  be  put  to  the  cause  of 
that  squabble,  the  self-assertion  of  one 
sect.  Till  that  time  came,  until  there 
was  a  sense  of  equality  not  only  on  the 
paper  of  an  Act  but  in  the  temper  of  a 
Church,  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  settle- 
ment except  on  a  secular  basis,  and  for 
which  basis  that  Church  temper,  and  it 
alone,  must  bear  the  responsibility. 

iftMu.  HUNT  (Shropshire,  Ludlow)  said 
it  appeared  to  him  from  the  speeches 
that  had  been  made  that  nobody — not 
even  hon.  Members  on  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  House— liked  this  Bill.  The 
Labour  Party  and  the  Irish  Party  were 
opposed  to  it.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Blackburn  in  a  speech  at  Stockton  said — 

"  The  Bill  pleased  nobody  but  the  Noncon- 
formists.  In  their  joy  at  being  offered  the 
chance  of  having  Nonconformity  established  as 
the  Stale  religion  in  the  schools  the  Noncon- 
formists have  forgotten  all  the  resolutions  of 
their  councils  and  conferences,  and  are 
embracing  a  measure  which  will  inflict  a 
conacientions  outrage  on  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  country  and  increase  tenfold  the 
bitterness  of  the  sectarian  conflicts  in  every 
locality  in  the  land." 

Mr.  Mdsde. 


That  was  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Blackburn  about  this  measure. 
The  Nonconformists  were  always  talking 
about  their  objection  to  tests  for  teachers, 
but  he  would  read  to  the  House  a  quota- 
tion showing  how  they  carried  out  this 
principle  themselves.  At  the  Noncon- 
formist College  at  Bishop's  Stortford  a 
teacher  was  dismissed  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  he  was  a  Catholic,  and  a  letter 
from  the  headmaster  stated — 

*'  I  regret  that  I  have  no  option  but  to  ask 
you  to  retire  from  holding  a  mastership  here  at 
the  end  of  this  term." 

Me.  GEORGE  WHITE:  Is  that  a 
college  maintained  by  public  funds? 

Mr.  hunt  said  it  was.  The  school 
from  which  this  teacher  was  dismissed 
because  of  his  religion  had  had  grants 
from  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council 
amounting  to  £550.  He  would  give  the 
hon.  Member,  who  had  interrupted  him 
another  specimen  of  a  Nonconformist 
parson.  At  a  meeting  held  in  reference 
to  a  dispute  about  a  school  in  Pliatshire 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Evan  Jones  said — 

"  fle  detested  the  idea  of  a  compromise.  He 
woald  more  willingly  agree  to  divide  the  world 
with  the  devil  than  to  divide  the  schools  with 
the  Roman  Catholics.  He  had  known  them 
both  personally,  and  he  had  known  Rome.  He 
would  rather  be  responsible  for  the  building  of 
the  school  himself  than  go  sliares  with  the 
Roman  Catholics.  If  they  compromised  with 
the  devil  they  knew  where  they  were,  but  with 
the  Catholics  they  never  knew  what  the  end 
would  be." 

Under  this  Bill  Catholic  children  might 
be  taught  by  Jewish  teachers,  and  Non- 
conformist children  might  be  taught 
by  Catholic  teachers,  or  by  teachers 
of  any  or  no  religion  at  all.  And  those 
teachers  would  be  called  upon  to  give 
religious  teaching  that  they  did  not 
tmderstand,  and  which  they  did  not 
believe  in.  No  man  or  woman  could 
give  religious  teaching  that  they  did 
not  believe  in  or  understand.  They  might 
as  well  appoint  a  man  to  teach  writing 
who  could  not  write  himself  and  who 
did  not  believe  in  teaching  children 
to  write.  The  Minister  for  Education 
had  said  that  minorities  must  suSer,  but 
in  this  case  it  was  the  great  majority 
of  voluntary  schools  built|by  the  Church 
of  England,  the  Catholics  and  the  Jews, 
in  order  to  seciire  for  the  childrenjdefiiute 
religious  teaching,  whj   were  to   suffer. 
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The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
declared  that  clericalism  was  the  enemy, 
and  he  supposed  when  he  said  that  he 
did  not  mean  the  Nonconformist  ministers 
but  the  Church  of  England  parsons  and 
the  Koman  Catholic  priests.    This    Bill 
was  httle   else  but    an    attack    upon 
the    Church     of     England.      Noncon- 
formist  ministers   were,    unfortunately, 
very  jealous  of  the  Church  of  England 
parsons,  and  they  particularly  disliked 
them  from  the  fact  that  they  were  not 
in  the  same  social  position.    [Cries  of 
"  Oh,  oh !  "]    He   was   very   Sorry   for 
this,  because  the  effect  of  it  was  to  turn 
Nonconformist  ministers  into  tremendous 
Badicab.    Under  this  Bill  the  supporters 
of  voluntary  schools  would  have  more 
justification  for  passive  resistance  than 
the  Nonconformists  had  imder  the  Act 
of    1902.      The    Catholics    would    still 
have  to  pay  rates  and  taxes  for  religious 
teaching    in    other    schools    of    which 
they   totally   disapproved*  and   at    the 
same  time  they  would  have  to  pay  for 
the  religious  teaching  in  their  own  schools. 
Catholics  had  no  objection  to  the  popular 
control  of  secular  education,  and  they 
would  be  quite  willing  to  pay  for  their 
own  religious   instruction   if   other   de- 
nominations  did   the   same.    They   in- 
sisted, however,  upon  having  Catholic 
teachers  in  Catholic  schools,  and  there 
was  no  security  for  that  under  the  Bill. 
To  a  great  majority  of  English  Church- 
men the    Bill   was    preposterous,    and 
he    wondered     the     Government     did 
not    drop     it,      because    even      their 
own  supporters  did  not  want  it.    He 
represented  one  of  the  strongest  Pro- 
testant counties  in   England,   and   the 
opposition  to  this  Bill  in  his  constituency 
would     surprise    a    good    many    hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.    He  hoped  EngUsh 
Churchmen    would    fight    shoulder    to 
shoulder  to  get  fair  play.    He  thought 
he  was    justified    in    saying    that    the 
Liberal  Party  never  got  a  popular  man- 
date for  this  Bill,  and  if  it  was  forced 
through  the  House  against  the  wishes 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  parents  the 
supporters   of   denominational   teaching 
would  be  compelled  to  adopt  some  form 
of  resistance  on  a  gigantic  scale  under 
which  it  would  be  found  impossible  to 
■work  the  Education  Act  of  1906. 
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Mr.  MACLEAN  (Bath)  said  he  desired 
to  point  out  to  the  House  how  the  Bill 
would  act  in  his  own  constituency.  Bath 
was  full  of  Churchmen  and  Catholics. 
There  was  scarcely  any  variety  of  religious 
belief  which  was  not  represented  in  Bath. 
There  were  Nonconformist  temples. 
Church  of  England  shrines,  and  Roman 
Catholic  places  of  worship.  There  was 
no  doubt  at  all  that  the  Church  of  England 
dominated  Bath  from  the  religious  point 
of  view.  There  were  only  four  pro- 
vided schools,  with  accommodation, 
roughly  speaking,  for  2,000  children. 
The  non-provided  schools  numbered 
eighteen,  with  accommodation  roughly 
speaking  for  6,000.  Amongst  the  non- 
provided  schools  there  were  two  Roman 
Catholic  schools  with  an  average  atten- 
dance of  about  242.  He  took  it  as  pretty 
generally  agreed  that  there  were  two 
points  which  were  fairly  settled  between 
all  Parties  in  the  House,  and  that  was 
that  they  were  at  last  going  to  give 
full  and  adequate  popular  control  of  the 
schools,  and  that  there  were  to  be  no 
religious  tests  for  teachers.  The  point 
left  practically  to  deal  with  was,  what 
was  the  religious  difiiculty  ?  What 
would  be  the  religious  difficulty  in  Bath 
if  this  Bill  passed  ?  The  Wells  Diocesan 
Syllabus  was  taught  in  the  council 
schools  in  the  city.  The  only  alteration 
they  made  was  that  instead  of  calling  it 
a  religious  syllabus  they  called  it  a 
Biblical  syllabus.  What  would  happen 
to  the  non-provided  schools,  which  he 
assumed  would  be  transferred  to  the 
local  education  authority  ?  For  three 
days  in  the  week  the  religious  instruction 
would  consist  of  their  own  diocesan 
religioiu  syllabus,  and  for  two  days  of  the 
week  they  would  have  the  teaching  of 
their  own  catechism.  He  wanted  to 
know  where  the  complaint  of  English 
Churchmen  came  in.  In  the  course  of 
that  afternoon's  debate  they  had  heard 
criticisms,  amounting  almost  to  in- 
vectives, poured  on  the  Bill  in  respect 
of  its  injustice  to  Churchmen.  'The 
teaching  in  the  Bath  schools  had  been 
of  a  most  excellent  description  for 
years  past.  What  grievance  would  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  the  City  of  Bath 
have  under  the  Bill  ?  Obviously 
their  two  schools  would  come  within  the 
foui-fifths  clause  and  therefore  they  would 
practically  go  on  as  'at  present,  with  the 
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exception  that  there  would  be  full  and 
adequate  control  and  the  teachers  in  them 
would  not  be  subject  to  religious  tests. 
The  local  authority  would  have  due  con- 
sideration for  the  children  attending  these 
schools,  and  they  would  appoint  Roman 
Catholic  teachers  in  them.  The  whole 
thing  would  be  most  adequately  and 
fairly  dealt  with.  The  Church  of  Eng- 
land, in  addition  to  having  all  advan- 
tages under  this  Bill,  would  have  a  fair 
and  adequate  rent  given  to  them  for  the 
use  of  their  schools.  Every  night  in  the 
week  and  all  Sunday  the  Church  would 
have  the  use  of  its  schools,  so  that  the 
rent  amoimted  to  an  additional  endow- 
ment of  the  Church  of  England.  He 
was  absolutely  aghast  when  he  read 
that  morning  a  poster  which  had  been 
issued  by  the  Church  Schools  Emergency 
League.    He  gave  an  excerpt  from  it — 

"  Dare  we  professedly  Christian  people 
support  a  Bill  which  deridea  religion,  die- 
honours  the  Word  of  God,  and  defrauds  the 
little  ones?" 

When  he  spoke  outside  the  House  on  the 
Bill  he  had  to  exercise  considerable  re- 
straint with  regard  to  the  invectives  used 
by  the  gross  misrepresentations  of  the 
advantages  conferred  by  the  Bill.  There 
had  been  some  lukewarm  support  for  the 
Bill  from  the  Government  Benches  some- 
times. For  his  own  part  he  most  heartily 
and  thoroughly  supported  the  Bill  as  a 
most  generous  attempt  to  meet  a  most 
difficult  situation,  and  above  all  to  carry 
out  the  mandate  of  the  people  that  there 
should  be  no  secularisation  of  our 
national  schools.  He  would  say  to 
those  who  did  not  entirely  approve  of 
this  measure,  "  Take  care  that  you  don't 
go  farther  and  fare  very  much  worse." 
If  the  present  generous  offer  was  not 
accepted  they  would  have  very  much 
worse  terms.  The  Bill  had  the  support  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Free  Churches, 
and  it  was  the  last  attempt  to  settle  this 
most  difficult  question.  If  it  did  not 
settle  it  they  would  be  thrown  back  on  a 
solution  which  he  shrank  from,  and 
that  was  the  abolition  of  the  teaching  of 
religion  from  the  schools.  He  most 
earnestly  hoped  that  in  whatever  form 
the  Bill  came  back  from  another  place 
it  would  never  leave  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  unless  it  Aas  substantially 
in  accordance  with  the  Bill  as  it  left 
the  House  to-night. 
Mr.  Maclean. 


!      *Mr.  remnant  (Finsbury,  Holbom> 
said  that  one  could  not  but  be  glad  at  the 

:  admission  with  which  the  hon.  Member 
for    Bath    concluded    his    speech.    He 

I  hoped  that  in  the  division  on  the  Third 
Reading  they  would  have  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  side  of  those  who  were 
fighting  for  the  retention  of  reUgious 
teaching  in  the  schools.  This  Bill 
ofEended  against  every  Liberal  principle. 
It  abolished  reUgious  freedom  by  penalis- 
ing the  Church  in  favour  of  Noncon- 
formists ;  its  clauses  were  complicated 
and  mutually  destructive,  for  while  it 
abolished  reUgious  tests  it  imposed  them 
in  the  four-fifths  schook.  The  Bill 
struck  not  only  at  the  roots  of  moraUty, 
but  also  at  the  formation  of  sound 
character.  The  root  fact  which  the 
Nonconformists  must  learn  to  appreciate 
was  that  large  masses  of  their  fellow- 
Christians  regarded  a  system  of  un- 
denominational reUgious  instruction 
devised  by  tlte  State  as  derogatory  to 
reUgion,  and  would  not  submit  to  a  law 
which  imposed  it  on  them,  whether  in 
elementary  schools  or  otherwise.  Thi» 
view  was  clearly  set  forth  by  the  late 
Mr.  Gladstone  twelve  years  ago.  He 
pointed  out  that  it  would  be  very  easy 
to  frame  an  undenominational  reUgion 
much  to  the  liking  of  certain  fragments 
of  the  Christian  body,  but  divested  of 
many  saUent  points  Jieedful  in  the  view 
of  historic  Christendom  for  a  complete- 
Christianity,  and  the  State  might  be 
tempted  to  authorise  such  a  scheme  by 
law  in  pubUc  elementary  teaching,  and 
to  arm  it  with  exclusive  and  prohibitory 
powers  as  against  other  and  more 
developed  methods — 

"  It  is  in  this  direction,"  he  wrote,  "  that  we> 
have  recently  heen  moving,  and  the  motion  is 
towards  a  point  where  a  danger  signal  is 
already  lifted.  Such  an  andenominational 
religion  as  this  ooald  have  no  promise  of  per- 
manence. None  from  anthority,  for  Uie 
assumed  right  to  give  it  is  the  nejr&tion  of  al> 
anthority.  None  from  piety,  for  it  involves,  at 
the  very  outset,  the  surrender  of  the  work  of 
the  Divine  Kingdom  into  the  hands  of  the  civif 
ruler.  None  from  policy,  because  any  and 
every  change  that  may  take  place  in  the  sense 
of  the  constituent  bodies,  or  any  among  them 
will  supply  for  each  successive  change  precisely 
the  same  warrant  as  was  the  grounawork  of 
tlie  original  proceeding.  Whatever  happens,. 
let  Christianity  keep  its  own  acts  to  its  own 
agents,  and  nut  make  them  over  to  hands 
which  would  justly  be  deemed  profane  and 
sacrilegious  when  they  came  to  trespass  on  the 
province  of  the  sanctuary." 
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These  words  were  as  true  now  as 
they  were  twelve  years  ago.  If  the 
followers  of  the  Government  who  were 
going  to  vote  for  the  Third  Reading 
were  left  free  to  vote  according  to  their 
consciences  the  majority  of  the  Govern- 
ment (which  was  only  sixteen  on  a  recent 
important  occasion  when  the  question 
was  left  an  open  one)  would  disappear, 
and  the  Bill  would  be  relegated  to 
the  position  in  which  it  ought  to  be. 
Again,  in  a  letter  to  a  political  supporter 
on  the  London  School  Board  election  in 
the  same  year,  Mr.  Gladstone  wrote — 

"An  andenominational  system  of  religion 
framed  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  SUite, 
in  a  moral  monster. " 

Whatever  English  Nonconformists  might 
think  of  this  view,  they  ought  to  acquire 
sufficient  breadth  of  mind  to  take  it  into 
account.  For  good  or  for  evil,  the 
attempt  of  the  last  Parliament  to  main- 
tain the  two  systems  of  provided  and  non- 
provided  schools  on  something  approach- 
ing equal  terms  was  to  be  upset.  What 
ought  in  justice  to  be  substituted  ? 
Certainly  not  a  system  which  conferred 
exclusive  privileges  at  the  expense  of  all 
upon  so-called  "  undenominational " 
t^hing,  which  satisfied  only  some  and 
was  loathed  by  others.  The  only  system 
consistent  with  the  elementary  principles 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty  was  one 
which  recognised  the  duty  and  right  of 
parents  to  determine  the  religious  in- 
struction of  their  children. 


♦Mr.  p.  barlow  (Bedford)  said  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent  a  constitu- 
ency which,  if  he  might  use  the  ex- 
pression, had  education  as  its  main  in- 
dustry. The  bofough  of  Bedford  had 
been  possessed  of  an  educational  trust 
fund  between  300  and  400  years,  which 
starting  from  an  income  of  about  £A0  a 
year  had  now  at  its  command  about 
j£16,000  per  annum.  The  one  small 
schoolhouse  of  the  early' days  had  now 
grown  into  four  of  the  finest  schools  in 
Ei^land,  in  which  were  educated  2,000 
chfldren  of  both  sexes.  He  might  be 
told  that  this  was  a  matter  of  secondary 
education  only,  but  he  would  point  out 
that  until  a  short  time  ago  the  Trust 
had  elementary  schools  under  its  control, 
and  that  even  now  they  had  a  system  by 
which  children,  by  the  aid  of  scholarships, 
(ould  pass  from  the  elementary  to  the 


secondary  schools  and  afterwards  to  the 
University,  without  any  expense  to  their 
parents.  He  had  made  it  his  duty  to 
inquire  into  the  kind  of  religious  educa- 
tion which  was  given  to  the  children 
in  those  schoob,  and  he  found  that 
it  was  of  the  Cowper-Temple  type  ;  and 
for  forty-five  years  not  the  slightest 
objection  had  ever  been  made  by  the 
parents  of  the  children  to  that  kmd  of 
religious  teaching.  They  had  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  extreme  views 
which  some  Nonconformists  had  taken 
on  this  subject  of  religious  education. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  could  not  throw  many  stones 
at  Nonconformists  about  their  extreme 
views,  because  some  of  the  most  extreme 
views  expressed  both  inside  and  outside 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  religious 
education  had  not  been  put  forward  by 
Nonconformists ;  while  Members  of  the 
Opposition  had  put  upon  the  views  of 
Nonconformists  a  construction  which 
they  had  no  right  to  impute.  Speaking 
as  a  Quaker  who  owed  no  allegiance  to  any 
priest,  parson,  or  minister,  he  maintained 
that  Nonconformists  as  a  body  were  too 
fair-minded,  and  too  deeply  in  sympathy 
with  the  principles  of  leligioua  freedom 
to  share  the  opinions  expressed  by  some 
of  those  who  had  taken  the  lead  in  this 
agitation  whether  inside  the  House  or  in 
the  country.  While  the  great  body  of 
Nonconformists  desired  to  have  the 
burden  removed  from  their  own  shoulders, 
they  did  not  wish  to  place  a  burden  on 
the  shoulders  of  any  other  denomination. 
In  supporting  this  Bill  heartily  he  would 
point  out  that  the  very  best  evidence  of 
its  justice  was  the  fact  that  it  had  been 
opposed  by  extremists  on  both  sides.. 
The  Bill  was  a  good  Bill,  and  he  believed 
that  in  a  very  few  years  it  would  work 
beneficially  for  the  whole  country. 

♦Colonel  WILLIAMS  (Dorsetshire,. 
W.)  said  he  could  assure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  that  there 
were  many  Members  of  the  Church  of 
England  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  who  fully  appreciated  every  word 
that  he  had  said.  They  quite  recipro- 
cated, too,  the  opinions  expressed  in 
many  of  the  passages  of  the  speech  of 
the  Solicitor-General,  as  to  the  desire 
for  the  need  of  unity  between  Christian 
people  of  all  churches  and  denominations. 
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The  conclus'on  of  the  Solicitor-General's 
speech  was,  however,  rather  lame,     iie 
said  that   the  burden  on  the  Noncon- 
formists was  a  blot  upon  the  Church  of 
England,  and  that    blot   the   Bill    was 
intended  to  remove,  so  that  after  all  the 
Bill  was  aimed  at  the  Church  of  England. 
He    ventured    to    say    that     the    last 
speaker    could     not    have    paid    close 
attention  to  the  debates,  because  there 
was    a    very    large    section    of    fellow- 
Christians  who  did  regard  the  transfer 
of   the  burden  from  Nonconformists  as 
■putting  a  very  serious  burden  on  Church- 
men.   There  were  a  good  many  incon- 
sistencies   as    well   in    the   phrases    of 
the  speech  of  the  Solicitor-General.    The 
hon.    and    learned    Gentleman    alleged 
that    it    had    often    been     said     that 
Nonconformist  doctrine  would  be  bene- 
fite '.  by  the  passing  of  this  Bill.     He, 
for  one,   had  never  said  that;  on  the 
contrary,  he  held   that   it   had   always 
been  the  claim  of  Nonconformists  that 
they    did    not    want    their    particular 
doctrines  to  be  taught  in  the  national 
elementary   schools.    But  the   Noncon- 
formists wanted  nobody  else's  doctrines 
to  be  taught  in  the  elementary  schools. 
They  said,   "  We  do  not  want  denomi- 
national teaching  for  our  own  children, 
and  therefore  we  will  not  have  denomi- 
national teaching  given  to  other  people's 
children,"  and  this  Bill  carried  that  out. 
The  doctrines   of    Nonconformists   were 
not  benefited  by  it,  but  their  wants  were 
satisfied.     The  Solicitor-General  went  on 
to  speak  about  neutrality  all  round,  and 
the  annexation  of  teachers.     By  whom 
were    the    teachers    to     be     annexed  ? 
By    the    Church    of    England,   or   by 
the     Roman     Catholics,     or     by     the 
Nonconformists  ?    What  a  pitiful  thing 
it   was   that   the   great   Liberal   Party 
could  not  pass  an  Education  Bill  without 
saying  to  the  finest  body  of  teachers  in 
the  world  that  they  must  muzzle  their 
consciences,    and    when    they    entered 
the  schools,  no  matter  what  their  religion 
was,  they  must  not  show  it.     When  they 
came  to  know  what  real  freedom  was 
and  how  it  could  be  brought  about  they 
would   not   talk   of   annexing  teachers. 
Then   the   man   would   teach    what   he 
believed,  and  in  his  judgment  it  was  no 
use   a   man  teaching   anything   except 
what  he  believed.    They  ought  to  give 
Colonel  Williams. 


a  man  or  a  woman  the  right  to  teach  what 
they  believed,  and  that  was  the  founda- 
tion of  a  sound  religious  and  moral  educa- 
tion.   Therefore    he    hoped   that   they 
should  not  hear  any  more  about  the 
annexation  of  teachers.    It  must  be  left 
to  the  man  or  the  woman  to  teach  what 
he  or  she  believed  to  be  truth.    An  hon. 
Member  had  alluded  to  the  case  of  Bath, 
and  said  that  no  harm  had  resulted  there 
from  adopting  the  diocesan  syllabus  of 
Bath    and    Wells.    The    hon.    Member 
forgot  to  mention,  however,  that  that 
was  the  system  which  had  been  thought 
out  by  reUgious  people  in  the  diocese  and 
had  not  been  imposed  by  the  local  autho- 
rity,  or  by  the  county  council.      The 
case  exactly  illustrated  what  they  htd 
been  fighting  for,  viz.,  that  the  reUgious 
instruction  should  be,  he  would  not  say 
dictated,  but  superintended  by  religious 
people.      [An     Hon.     Member  :     The 
i  syllabus    was     adopted    by    the  Bath 
Education       Authority.]       That      was 
his  point.    It  was  an  exceedingly  un- 
fortimate   instance   to   give.    What  he 
wanted  to  know  was  where  we  stood 
to-day  in  the  educational  history  of  this 
country.    Did  hon.  Members  really  look 
upon   this   Bill    as   a  new  and    potent 
factor    in    the    religious   education    of 
the  children?     He  was,   as  hon.   Mem- 
bers knew,  not  concerned  with  the  fact 
of  whether  it  was  Church  of    England 
or  Nonconformist  teaching,  but  he  was 
concerned  that  it  should  be   Christian 
teaching.    Every  year  a  new  generation 
of  "children  come  forward  to  be  brought 
up,    and    unless    they    were     brought 
up  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  this 
country    would    fall    behind    as    other 
countries    had   who   had  done   without 
Christianity.    [An  rfON.  Member:  How 
about  Japan  ?]     Japan   had   been  suc- 
cessful because  she  had  tried  to  copy 
England    and    her     morality    was  one 
founded  upon  Christianity.     For  many 
years  the  nation  was  satisfied  to  pay  for 
education  and  not  trouble  itself  about  by 
whom  it  was  given,  and  under  that  system 
many  schools  were  built  by  the  Church 
of  England,  by  Nonconformists  (and  at 
one  time  there  were  many  Nonconformist 
schools),  by  Boman  Catholics,  and  others, 
but    the    Liberal    Party    in    1870   put 
an    end    to     a  system    under     wluch 
half  the  children  of  the  country  were 
educated.     The    Act     of   1902   opened 
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28,000  school  teaching-places  to  Non- 
conformists under  fair  conditions,  but 
this  Bill  seemed  to  show  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  Liberal  Party  to  continue  to 
supply  education  to  the  children  against 
the  will  of  the  parents.  Freedom  would 
neo3ssitate  that  if  there  were  only  thirty 
people  in  England  who  wanted  it  those 
thirty  should  get  religious  teaching  for 
their  children  if  it  could  be  given  to  them. 
It  now  came  to  this,  that  the  Government 
was  going  to  say  that  the  teaching  was  not 
80  to  be  given.  The  Bill  was  now  going 
to  another  place,  and  he  would  not  care 
if  it  never  came  back.  But  what  about 
the  responsibility  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  this  matter?  To  him  it  was  a 
grievous  thing,  as  an  Englishman,  and  as 
one  who  was  sincerely  desirous  that 
Christianity  should  grow  in  England, 
that  there  should  go  from  this  House  a 
Bill  which  was  stifling  education  and  one 
under  which  it  was  said  that,  however 
much  religious  education  was  desired,  it 
could  not  be  obtained. 


De.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) 
said  that  during  the  four  months  which 
had  elapsed,  since  the  House  first  com- 
menced to  discuss  this  Bill  three  thoughts 
had  strongK-  impressed  themselves  upon 
him.  The  first  had  been  expressed  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to-day  much  more  forcibly  than 
he  could  express  it,  and  that  was  the 
splendid  candour,  the  grim  purpose,  and 
the  deUghtful  good  temper  with  which 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
had  conducted  the  Bill  through  the 
House.  He  had  watched  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  day  by  day  with  growing 
respect  and  admiration.  He  was  indeed 
the— 

"  One  strong  man  in  a  blatant  land 
Who  could  act  and  dare  not  lie." 

The  second  thought  was  the  remarkable 
change  that  had  come  over  the  temper 
of  the  Opposition  as  the  debate  proceeded. 
It  b^an  with  fury  and  passion  and 
frantic  thumping  of  the  drum  ecclesiastic ; 
but  it  had  steadily  moderated  its  tune 
and  tone,  until  to-day  it  was  a 
half  apologetic  pianissimo.  It  was 
teue  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Dublin  had 
roared  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  but 
he  roared ''  as  gently  as  any  sucking  dove." 
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The  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  speaking 
at  the  Albert  Hall  on  May  2nd,  said — 

"  The  Government  have  introdnced  a  Bill 
which  has  lit  a  flame  of  indignation  from  one  end 
of  England  to  the  otiier,  and  which,  if  it  passes 
—as  rwill  never  believe  it  can  until  I  see  it — 
will  not  merely  be  a  monument  of  intolerant 
folly,  hot  will  light  the  fires  of  religions  bitter- 
ness in  every  parish  and  evety  local  authority 
chroaghout  the  kingdom." 

That  impressed  him  very  forcibly,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  utterances  always 
did,  but  he  went  the  other  day  to  Bodmin 
and  to  Cockermouth,  but  he  saw  no  flames 
and  fires  there.  Then  the  Bishop  of 
Manchester  also  went  to  the  Albert  Hall 
and  denounced  the  Bill  and  said — 

"  It  insulted  their  Charch,  outraged  their 
sense  of  pnblic  morality  and  threatened  their 
religious  liberty,  and  they  would  not  have  it." 

He  beheved  there  had  been  some  anxiety 
about  Clause  13,  however,  which  con- 
tained a  million  of  money,  but  let  that 
pass — 

"They  wonid  reject  it  all  from  the  first 
line  to  the  last,  and  bid  Mr.  Speaker  take  it  to 
the  Terrace  and  pitch  it  into  the  Thames." 

He  hoped  Mr.  Speaker  when  he  received 
that  order  would  adjourn  the  House  in 
order  that  they  too  might  go  to  the  Tenace 
and  see  the  interesting  feat  performed. 
He  would  submit  this  adaptation  of  a 
text  to  the  Bishop — 

"Cast  thy  Bill  upon  the  waters,  for  thou 
sbalt  find  it  after  many  days." 

At  the  outset  the  Bishop  of  Manchester 
raised  a  cry  of  confiscation,  and  hon. 
Members  opposite  adopted  that  cry, 
but  then  suddenly  it  dawned  upon 
them  that  perhaps  after  all  the  local 
authorities  might  not  want  to  take 
over  these  schools.  Then  they  came 
down  with  tears  in  their  eyes  and  begged 
the  Government  to  compel  the  local 
authorities  to  confiscate  their  property — 
to  use  the  absurd  phraseology  of 
opponents.  That  sharp  change  of  front 
alone  stamped  the  great  bulk  of  the 
opposition  to  this  Bill  as  hollow  and  in- 
sincere. The  attack  on  Bible  teaching- 
he  absolved  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
who  admitted  that  it  was  good  and  whole- 
some— ^had  also  signally  failed.  There 
remained  the  gibe  that  this  was  not  an 
Education  Bill.  As  to  that,  it  was  a  Bill 
to  restore  to  the  settlement  of  1870  those 
principles  so  flagrantly  violated  by  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  1902.    By 
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putting  the  appointment  of  the  teachers  in 
the  hands  of  a  majority  of  managers  not 
responsible-  to  the  public  the  principle  of 
popular  control  where  rate  aid  was  given 
was    violated.     The    Government    had 
restored  it,  and  they  had   done   more. 
They  had  given  facilities  for  denomina- 
tional teaching  never  given  before  in   a 
rate-aided  school ;  and  all  their  difficulties 
had  arisen  from  an  endeavour  to  meet  the 
denominationalists    and   to    extend    the 
principles  of  1870  in  their  interest.     Had 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman   come   down 
with  a  simple  Bill  to  restore  the  principles 
of  the  agreement  of  1870  his  path  would 
have  been  easy.    He  would  have  had  an 
enthusiastic  Party  behind  him.    All  the 
right    hon.    Gentleman's    trouble    and 
anxiety  had   arisen  from  his  desire  to 
meet  the  denominationalists  and  extend 
the  settlement  in  their  favour.     He  (Dr. 
Macnamara)  made  no   complaint  about 
that    endeavour ;     indeed     he     would 
•  have  gone  further.    He  would  have  met 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford, 
and  it  vras  a  little  ignominiotis  that  they 
might  yet  have  to  meet  the  demands  of 
those   Gentlemen    when    the    Bill   was 
brought  again  to  them  from  another  place. 
So  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  would  have 
endeavoured  to  have  met  them  in  their 
own  House.    On  the  First  Reading  of 
this  Bill  he  characterised  it  as  an  honest 
and    painstaking    endeavour    to    solve 
an    almost    insoluble    proposition.     He 
still    said    so,    and    he    thought    that 
with    one    exception — he    entirely    dis- 
agreed with  the  hon.  Members  for  West 
Ham  and  South  Dublin — every  Amend- 
ment   that  had  been   made  had  made 
the   Bill  a  better  Bill.    That  exception 
was  the  "  contracting  out "  Amendment. 
He  should  say  that  he  had  not  noticed 
anything    in    the    nature    of    obstruc- 
tion   to    the    Bill.      There    had    been 
a  big  fight  for  principle  on  the  part  of  the 
Opposition,   but  at   the  same   time  a 
most  painstaking  efiort  to  improve  the 
character  of  the  Bill.  He  deeply  regretted 
the  Amendment  providing  for  contract- 
ing out.    It  had  been  characterised  by  all 
as  educationally  reactionary,  and  it  was 
wholly  illiberal  and  against  the  princi- 
ples  of  Liberalism  to   take   a   school, 
maintained  as  to  seven-eighths  of  its  in- 
come from  puhUc  ftmds,  out  of  popular 
control.     There  was  nothing  to  prevent  a 

Dr.  Macnamara. 


Tory    Government,    by    increasing   the 
grants  to  these  schools,  from  setting  up 
again  that  Dual  system  which  the  Liberal 
Party  was  returned  to  destroy.    He  was 
sure   it   would    be    watched    with    the 
greatest  care,  and  that  no  school  would  be 
allowed    to    contract    out    unless    the 
managers  gave  a  guarantee   that   they 
had   enough    money   to    carry   on    the 
school   as    efficiently   as   it    would   be 
carried  on  if  taken  over  by  the  authority. 
He    rejoiced    at   another    Amendment 
that  had  been  made,  providing  for  the 
medical  inspection  of  the  children.  That 
was  worth  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  Bill 
put  together,  enabUng  them  as  it  would 
to    make    an    anthropometrical    survey 
of  the  whole  of   the    children    in  the 
country.     He    was    also    very    grateful 
to  both  the  Government  and  the  Opposi- 
tion for  the  generous  manner  in  which  they 
had  associated  themselves  each  with  the 
other  in  the  endeavour  to  provide  some- 
thing in  the  shape  of  an  allowance  for 
the  teachers  whose    schools  woiJd  be 
closed.      But    two     things     had     not 
been   done  which  ought  to  have  been 
done.       The     denominational    training 
colleges  ought  to  have  been  thoroughly 
overhauled.    It  was  perfectly  monstrous 
that   institutions    which   got    all    their 
money  from  public  sources  should  be 
allowed  to  set  up  a  denominational  ring 
fence  round  their  seats,  and  that  a  grievous 
injustice    should   be   inflicted  on  young 
people    who    had    gained    their  King's 
scholarship  with  great  success  but  could 
not  get  on  without  a  strong  temptation 
being  put  in   their  way  to  change  their 
faith.    He  ventured  to  say  that  that  ques- 
tion could  not  remain  in  its  present  posi- 
tion.   The  Government  would  have  at  an 
early  date  to  tackle  the  whole  question 
in    the    interests    of   real    freedom    in 
the   matter    of    teaching.      They    had 
not    raised     the     age      for     half-time 
factory  labour  in  this  Bill.     It  had  been 
said    to-day    that    this    Bill    would    be 
thrown  out  in  another  place.     He  did 
not  think  so,  and  never  had  thought  so. 
There  would  be  Amendments  in  another 
place ;    there  would  have  to  be  a  con- 
ference between  the  Houses,  and  give-and- 
take  ;  but  the  Bill  was  going  to  pass  into 
law.    It  would  not  be  a  settlement  of 
the  education  question — that  was  too  big 
a  question  to  be  settled  in  the  course  of 
one  session — but  it  would  go  a  long  way 
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towaidfl  a  settlement,  and  he  congratu- 
lated tiie  Minister  for  Education  on  the 
great  privilege  of  having  contributed  in 
so  material  a  degree  to  the  work  of  making 
the  citizens  of  to-morrow  &^  for  the  great 
national  heritage  which  would  in  due 
«ourse  fall  into  their  hands. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  con- 
gratulated the  Minister  for  Education  on 
the  privilege — the  deserved  privilege  in 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  view — of  intro- 
dncing  into  and  carrying  through  this 
House  an  Education  Bill.  I  do  not 
knov  what  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Minister  for  Education 
may  be,  but  it  is  a  privilege  which  I  have 
enjoyed  in  my  time — I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  a  privilege  that  I  want  again,  and  I 
am  not  absolutely  sure  that  the  Minister 
of  Education,  however  we  may  differ  in 
other  matters,  will  greatly  differ  from  me 
in  that.  The  hon.  Member  for  North 
Camberwell  seems  to  think  that  our 
opposition  to  this  Bill  on  its  introduc- 
tion was  more  vehement  in  its  character 
than  it  is  now,  that  our  protests  have 
weakened,  if  not  in  logical  force,  at 
all  events  in  the  energy  with  which 
they  are  delivered,  and  that  we 
now  jSnd  ourselves  in  a  more  acquies- 
cent mood.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  agree 
-with  the  hon.  Member.  I  admit  that  in 
hot  weather  it  is  difficult  to  give  the  same 
vigorous  expression  to  one's  feelings  as  in 
different  climatic  conditions.  But  I 
believe  there  is  a  more  important  cause  for 
the  change  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
finds  in  our  debates.  I  think  most  of  us 
have  begun  to  feel  that  the  real  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  is  not  now  in  this 
Home  and  has  not  been  for  some  time ; 
the  real  discussion  must  be  elsewhere ; 
and  everybody  is  perfectly  reconciled  to 
the  fact  that  another  place  is  going  to 
deal  with  large  tracts  of  the  BUI  which 
we  have  not  found  time  even  to  touch 
upon,  and,  whatever  the  opinion  of 
various  Gentlemen  may  be,  it  is  in  the 
highest  degree  improbable  that  the  Bill 
will  come  back  in  the  shape  in  which  it 
leaves  us.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
jnst  sat  down  controverted  a  prophecy 
of  mine  that  this  Bill  would  never  pass. 
Does  he  think  this  Bill  will  ever  pass  1  I 
do  not  think  he  or  anybody  else  does. 


*Dr.  MACNAMARA:  I  am  not  a 
believer  in  verbal  inspiration  like  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  fact  is, 
as  two  or  three  hon.  Members  have  said 
to-night,  the  time  for  argument  in  this 
House  has  not  only  passed,  but  has  long 
been  passed.  We  felt  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  determined  to  send  the  BiU 
up  in  a  certain  shape  from  this  House. 
My  conviction  is  that  the  House  on  both 
sides  has  long  resolved  that,  if  there  are 
to  be  further  changes  made  in  this  Bill, 
they  are  to  be  made  elsewliere,  and  that 
fact  must  miUtate  against  the  reality  of 
our  debates.  At  the  same  time,  do  not 
let  it  be  supposed  that  the  aversion 
with  which  we  regard  this  Bill  has  at 
all  altered  either  in  character  or  in 
quality.  The  criticisms  which  were 
passed  upon  it  months  ago  are  criticisms 
to  which  we  still  adhere,  and  are  prepared 
to  fight  for  either  in  this  House  or  in  the 
country.  I  do  not  wish,  of  course, 
to  traverse  the  whole  field  of  our  debates. 
It  would  be  impossible  in  the  time  at  my 
disposal  and.  if  possible,  it  would  be 
improper.  But  may  I  touch  upon  one 
or  two  salient  points  in  this  afternoon's 
discussion  ?  The  Government  bring 
this  Bill  forward  as  a  solution  of  the 
education  question.  About  that  the 
hon.  Cientleman  the  Member  for  North 
Camberwell  and  I,  who  have  fought 
this  education  question  for  many 
years,  are  perhaps  less  sanguine  than 
the  relative  novices  on  the  Treasury 
bench ;  we  at  all  events  take  less 
sanguine  views.  They  think,  at  all 
events,  it  is  a  solution  of  the  question, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  made  a  rare  incursion  into  our 
debates  this  afternoon,  told  us  that, 
unless  this  BiU  was  founded  on  equaUty 
and  justice,  the  settlement  proposed 
by  it  was  one  that  could  not  by  any 
possibility  last.  Let  us  consider  whether 
this  BiU  does  do  justice  and  does  provide 
equaUty  between  the  contending  parties 
in  the  matter  of  religious  education. 
May  I  say  in  a  parenthesis  that  at  this 
stage,  owing  to  the  limitations  of  time, 
I  wiU  touch  on  nothing  except  the  religious 
aspect  of  the  question,  but,  though  I  do 
not  touch  on  other  points,  it  does  not 
follow  that  I  am  indifferent  to  them.  The 
ChanceUoi  of  the  'Exchequer  says  that, 
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unless  this  Bill  embodies  justice  and 
equality,  it  is  not  an  arrangement  that 
can  stand.  Does  it  embody  equality  "i 
Does  it  embody  justice  ?  I  take  first  the 
ordinary  Nonconformist  view  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  passive  resistei's 
view.  What  does  this  Bill  do  for  them  ? 
What  grievance  of  theirs  does  it  remedy  ? 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Solicitor-General  told  us  there  was  an 
admitted  grievance  on  the  part  of  the 
Nonconformists,  but  they  differed  as  to 
what  their  grievance  was.  One  grievance 
was  that  the  Nonconformists  had  to  pay 
rates  for  denominational  education,  but 
another  was  that  the  Nonconformists 
could  not  get  under  the  1902  arrangement 
for  the  children  the  religious  education 
they  had  a  right  to  demand.  In  the  first 
place,  let  me  observe  that,  if  the  1902 
Bill  differed  from  the  previous  settlement 
with  regard  to  the  reUgious  education  of 
Nonconformists,  it  differed  in  every 
single  respect  for  the  better.  The  hon. 
Ctentlemen  mentioned  a  number  of  things 
that  were  part  of  the  arrangement  of  1870, 
as  that  half  the  cost  should  be  borne  by 
the  denomination,  and  that,  if  there  was 
to  be  any  rate-aid  given,  there  should  be 
full  public  control.  I  do  not  admit  that 
that  was  part  of  the  arrangement  of  1870, 
but,  however  that  may  be,  if  you  are  going 
back  to  the  speeches  of  1870,  part  of  the 
arrangement  was  that  a  3d.  rate  should 
exhaust  all  the  cost  of  the  schoob. 
If  you  are  really  going  back  to  the  obiter 
dicta  of  Ministers  of  that  day 

Dr.  MACNAMARA:  No,  the  text 
of  the  Act. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  cannot  say 
anything  about  the  text  of  the  Act,  but 
fundamentally  and  eaaentially  what  the 
Act  of  1902  did  was  to  leave  the  two 
great  classes  of  schools  in  existence  and 
efl&cient  which  were  recognised  by  the 
Act  of  1870,  and  they  could  not  be  left 
in  existence  and  efficient  under  any 
other  arrangement  than  that  of  the  Act 
of  1902.  ["  Oh,  oh !  "]  Every  change 
in  the  Act  of  1902  was  a  change  in 
favour  of  the  Nonconformists,  and  no 
one  knowmg  the  circumstances  can 
contradict  the  statement.  It  is  the 
irrefutable  truth  in  every  particular. 
What    is    the  Nonoouformiat  grievance 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfmir. 


as  regards  the  education  of  Nonoon- 
formiat  children  ? 

A  LiBEBAL  HON.  MEMBER :  What 
about  the  single  area  schools  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:    The  Act  of 

1902  did  not  make  that  grievance.  It 
found  that  grievance  and  did  a  great 
deal  to  remedy  it. 

Anothee  HON.  MEMBER  :    It  put 

the  schools  on  the  rates. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  What  has 
that  to  do  with  the  education  of  the 
children  ?  I  am  dealing  with  the  point 
of  the  education  of  Nonconformist  chil- 
dren, and  does  the  hon.  Member  not 
know  that  the  Act  of  1902  made  it 
possible  for  the  first  time  for  local 
authorities  to  provide  schools  out  of 
public  money  and  religious  teaching  out 
of  public  money  wherever  they  thought 
the  conditions  of  the  district  required  it  ? 
The  Act  of  1902,  as  far  as  Nonconformist 
teachers  and  education  are  concerned, 
was  an  improvement  on  the  settlement 
of  1870.  It  was  an  improvement, 
because  it  allowed  every  teacher,  except 
the  head  teacher,  notwithstanding  the 
toust  deeds,  to  be  a  Nonconformist, 
because  it  allowed  alternative  schools 
to  be  built  at  the  public  cost,  because 
it  provided  that  every  pupil  teacher 
should  be  selected  irrespective  of  creed. 
["  No,  no  !  "]  In  every  particular,  so 
far  as  the  grievance  referred  to  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  concerned, 
the  Act  of  1902  was  an  enormous  im- 
provement upon  the  Act  of  1870.  I  do 
not  deny,  in  spite  of  all  these  improve- 
ments, that  the  condition  of  things  was 
not  left  perfect  by  that  Act  either  as 
regards  Nonconformists  or  Churchmen, 
or  other  denominations.  Consider 
exactly  what  the  educational  grievance 
is.  The  Government  have  made  pro- 
fessions at  short  intervals  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  three  months  discussion, 
which,  in  efiect,  come  to  this — that  the 
schools  are,  after  all,  to  go  on  under  the 
new  Bill  very  much  as  they  did  under 
the  old  Bill.  Is  that  profession  true,  or 
is  it  not  ?  Does  the  Bill  carry  it  out  ? 
If  the  BiU  does  what  the  Crovemment 
sajrs  it  does,  if  the  schools  belonging  to 
the  denominations  are  to  go  on  very 
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mnch  in  the  same  way  as  before,  how 
does  it  remedy  any  Nonconformist 
grieyanoe  ?  I  admit  that  in  single 
school  areas  the  Nonconformists  have 
not  the  teaching  every  day  of  the  week, 
but  they  have  it  three  days  of  the  week. 
They  have  the  tuition  they  desire. 
The  Government  say  that  the  common 
practice  in  Church  schools  in  country 
districts  is  this — three  days  a  week  of 
Cowper-Temple  t«aching,  and  on  the 
other  two  days  the  Church  catechism. 
Therefore,  on  three  days  a  week  under 
the  existing  system  Nonconformist 
children  have  exactly  the  education 
which  Nonconformist  parents  desire. 
["No."]  When  they  are  speaking  to 
hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
they  say,  "  We  can  assure  you  that  the 
whole  thing  will  go  on  as  before."  The 
light  hon.  Gentleman  tells  the  Jews  that 
their  schools  are  to  go  on  as  before.  He 
tells  the  Roman  Catholics  that  75  per 
cent,  of  the  schools  are  to  go  on ;  and 
he  tells  the  Church  of  England  that 
imder  Clause  3  there  would  be  no 
change  that  any  one  can  notice.  If  that 
he  80,  where  is  the  grievance  of  the 
Nonconformists  ?  Or,  if  there  be  a 
grievance,  how  does  the  Bill  remedy  it  ? 
If  the  existing  state  of  things  does  not 
give  equality  and  justice  to  the  Noncon- 
formists, I  am  utterly  unable  to  see  how 
the  new  state  of  things  will  improve 
matters.  Now  I  will  come  to  the  case  of 
the  passive  resister.  This  Bill  is  supposed 
to  give  equality  and  justice  to  everybody, 
including  the  passive  resister.  His  theory 
is  this — that,  while  it  is  legitimate  to 
require  a  man  to  pay  taxes,  some  of  which 
may  go  to  denominational  teaching,  it  is 
contrary  to  conscience  to  pay  rates  for 
the  same  purpose.  I  do  not  argue  their 
conscientious  objection,  I  accept  their 
view  of  what  their  conscience  commands. 
How  does  this  Bill  help  them  ?  It 
unquestionably  requires  that  money  shall 
he  paid  out  of  the  rates  for  denominational 
teaching.  It  requires  it  under  Clause  4 
and  imder  Clause  3,  where  the  school  is  to 
be  kept  going  and  lighted  and  warmed  out 
of  the  rates.  Not  a  great  gift  to  the 
denomination,  but  how  about  the  passive 
resister  ?  His  grievance  is  not  determined 
by  the  mere  magnitude  of  the  sums  con- 
cerned. With  him  it  is  a  question  of 
principle ;  and  a  single  shilling  out  of  the 
rates  spent  on  denominational  education 
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I  wounds  his  conscience  as  much  as  if  i^ 
were  £1,000.  Then  this  Bill  does  not 
help  him.  Personally  I  think  that  this 
talk  about  the  amount  contributed  to 
education  is  exaggerated.  Considering 
that  in  the  ordinary  school  there  is  only 
an  hour  and  a  half  a  week  devoted  to 
denominational  education,  will  any  one 
say  that  a  fair  consideration  for  the 
use  of  the  buildings  of  a  voluntary  school 
is  not  enough  to  pay  for  that  teaching  ? 
But  if  the  ratepayer  pays  under  the 
existing  system,  he  pays  under  this  Bill. 
You  do  not  relieve  the  conscience  of  the 
passive  resister.  Then  how  is  the  local 
authority  benefited  ?  Under  the  Act  of 
1870  and  under  the  Act  of  1902  the  local 
authority  was  not  required  or  permitted 
to  concern  itself  with  these  religious  and 
denominational  controversies.  But  unde  r 
Clause  3  of  the  present  Bill  this  authority 
has  to  determine  in  the  first  place  whether 
it  will  take  over  the  denominational 
school,  and  then  at  what  hour  the 
denominational  education  shall  take 
place,  and  the  number  of  hours  in  the 
week  to  be  devoted  to  it.  Not  more  than 
two  hours  a  week  to  any  given  child,  but 
the  number  of  actual  hours  per  week  of 
denominational  teaching  is  to  be  handed 
over  to  this  unforunate  local  authority. 
Under  Clause  4  you  also  require 
the  local  authority  to  determine  who 
the  teachers  shall  be.  Hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway  who  are  specially 
interested  in  Clause  4  say  it  is  hopelessly 
inadequate  at  present  to  carry  out  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  which  is 
that  the  local  authority  shall  find  Jewish 
teachers  for  Jewish  schools,  Roman 
CathoUc  teachers  for  Roman  Catholic 
schools,  Church  teachers  for  Church 
schools,  and,  for  anything  I  know  to  the 
contrary,  Wesleyan  teachers  for  Wesleyan 
schools,  though  that  may  be  repudiated 
by  some  Wesleyan  representatives  in 
this  House.  Clause  4  schools  have  to  be 
stafEed  by  the  local  authority  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  character  of  the  school. 
That  is  not  in  the  Bill,  but  it  is  in  the 
speeches  of  the  Government.  Have  the 
local  authority  much  to  thank  you  for 
in  requiring  them  to  ftilfil  these  delicate 
and  difficult  tasks  ?  I  think  it  is  right 
they  should  carry  them  out,  but  if  you 
make  the  local  authority  find  the 
teachersjyou  should  make  them  appoint 
teachers  so  as  to  suit  the  religion  desired 
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by  tte  parents  of  the  children.  While 
you  require  the  local  authority  to  do  all 
these  things  you  do  not  give  it  liberty 
or  free  it  from  the  Cowper- Temple  clause. 
You  bind  it  in  one  direction  ;  you  free  it 
in  another.  Do  you  treat  the  parent 
better  than  you  treat  the  local  authority  ? 
The  Government  have  boasted  of  their 
kindness  to  the  parent.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  do  recognise  the  parent  in  Clause  4, 
but  do  they  recognise  him  anywhere  else? 
If  you  are  going  to  deal  with  this  religious 
situation  in  a  final  manner  and  upset 
all  the  arrangements  of  1870  and  of 
1902,  it  must  be  upon  a  parental  founda- 
tion. You  say  the  parents  in  this 
country  want  only  Cowper-Temple  teach- 
ing. You  may  be  right,  but  give  the 
parents  the  chance  of  saying  so.  Give 
them  an  opportunity  of  saying  how 
they  want  their  children  taught.  Then 
we  shall  know  where  we  are,  and  I 
for  one  shall  not  protest  against  any 
system  whomsoever  it  may  favour — 
Roman  Catholic,  or  Church  of  England, 
or  Wesleyan,  or  Agnostic,  or  any  other 
sect — so  long  as  the  parent  is  allowed 
to  decide  what  religion  it  shall  be. 
You  do  not  do  justice  to  the  parent ;  do 
you  do  justice  to  the  Church  ?  The 
learned  Solicitor-General  appeared  to 
think  that  the  Church  was  the  aggressor 
in  all  this  matter.  I  do  not  get  up 
in  this  House  to  speak  in  favour  of 
any  particular  denomination.  My  view 
is  that  it  is  a  parental  question  before 
any  other,  and  this  House  and  this 
ParUament  have  made  cause  with  the 
Church  which,  I  think,  they  should 
recognise.  The  Church  before  1870  bore 
the  great  burden  of  education ;  since 
1870  it  has  been  asked  to  continue  to 
bear  that  burden,  and  since  1902  it 
has  expended  vast  sums  in  carrying 
out  educational  purposes.  How  do  you 
propose  to  reward  the  Church  1  Almost 
every  Member  on  your  side  who  has 
spoken  in  favour  of  the  Bill  has  indicated 
that,  while  he  regards  the  consciences 
of  Boman  Catholics  and  Jews  as  con- 
sciences to  be  respected,  he  thinks  that 
he  has  in  his  own  keeping  the  consciences 
of  members  of  the  Church  of  England.  I 
call  that  grossly  unjust ;  I  call  that  grossly 
unequal ;  I  call  it  a  violent  interference 
with  every  principle  of  religious  equality. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  told  us 
that  Nonconformists  made  great  sacri- 
J^r.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


fices  in  order  to  accept  Cowper-Temple 
teaching.    That  is  not  the  statement  of 
the  Nonconformists.    They  tell  us  that  it 
is  the  teaching  they  like ;  that  it  is  th» 
teaching  they  desire  for  their  children. 
It  is  quite  fair,  and  so  far  as  parents 
belonging  to  the  Church  of  England  agree 
with  them  let  them  have  Cowper-Temple 
teaching.      I  do  not  quarrel  with  that ; 
I  approve  of  it.     But  there  are  parents 
who  do  not  want  that  teaching.     By 
what  principle  of  common  justice,  by 
what  principle  of  equity,  by  what  princi- 
ple of  accepted  Liberalism  are  you  going 
to  force  upon  them  a  kind  of  teaching 
which  they  do  not  want  ?    The  effect  <rf 
this  Bill  is  that  it  carries  out  no  principle, 
that  it  embodies  no    coherent    theory. 
It  is  neither  based  upon  an    historical 
foundation  like  the  Act  of   1902,   nor 
does  it  embody  any  rational  principle 
whatever.    Its  authors  do  not  pretend 
to  like  it,  those  who  are  going  to  vote  for 
it  to-night  largely  vote  for  it  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  be  altered  in  another  place; 
and,  though  I  do  not  deny  that  you  may 
find     scattered    about    its    incoherent 
clauses  here  and  there  the  principles  upon 
upon  which  an  ultimate  settlement  may 
be  based,  and  might  be  based,  I  say  it 
will  require  profound  modification  before 
out  of  this  Bill  you  can  manufacture 
anjrthing  in  the  nature  of  a  final  and 
coherent  settlement.    Its  authors,    and 
they  are  many,  have  not  thought  out  the 
scheme   they   have    brought   before    us. 
They  are  not  prepared  to  defend  it.     It 
is  denounced  by  some  of  their  supporters 
on  that  side  of  the  House ;  it  is  universally 
denounced  by  their  supporters  on  thi 
side.    For  my  part  if  I  did  not  believe, 
as  I  firmly  do  believe,  that  no  Bill  of 
this  kind  can  possibly  become  law  with- 
out   the    profoimdest    modification,     I 
should  look  forward  to  to-night's  division 
with  a  seriousness  of  apprehension  which. 
I  must  honestly  confess  I  do  not  entertain, 
on  the  present  occasion. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol, 
N.) :  With  singular  unanimJtyJ.almost 
every  speaker  who  has  taken  part  in 
to-night's  debate  has  agreed  that  tiie  time 
for  argument  has  gone  by.  Nevertheleaa 
to  the  best  of  his  ability  he  has  gone  on 
arguing  and  unfortunately ^half  an  hour 
has  beer  left  to  me 
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say  that  such  an  accusation  ought  not 
to  have  heen  brought  against  either  me 
or  the  Government  of  which  I  am  a 
Member.  Now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  asked  what  this  Bill  does  for  Non- 
conformists. We  have  had  very  little 
attention  paid  in  these  debates  to  Clause 
1,  which  has  been  almost  unchal- 
lenged and  has  passed  almost  undiscussed- 
It  has  occupied  a  very  short  time  indeed, 
and  its  authority  has  been  very  little 
challenged  either  in  the  House  or  in  the 
country.  [Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh  !  "] 
Well,  it  does  not  hve  in  my  memory  as 
that  part  of  the  Bill  which  was  subjected 
to  the  most  searching  criticism  at  the 
hands  of  the  Opposition .  A  great  number 
of  them  have  said  in  the  House  and 
country  that  after  the  last  general  election 
some  such  clause  as  Clause  1  was  in- 
evitable. Anyhow,  there  Clause  1  is, 
unaltered  and  unamended,  and  so  it  will  go 
to  another  place.  It  secures  for  every 
Nonconformist  in  every  village  through- 
out the  country  an  imdenominational 
school  within  his  reach.  Clause  1  is  what 
I  called  it  once  before,  a  charter  of  freedom 
to  the  village  Nonconformist,  and  a  Bill 
which  contains  that  clause  cannot  truth- 
fully or  properly  be  said  to  be  a  Bill  which 
did  not  relieve,  did  not  entirely  remove, 
the  grievance  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  admits  he  found  staring 
him  in  the  face  when  he  took  up  the 
problem  in  1902,  and  which  he  left 
staring  him  in  the  face  after  he  passed  the 
Act.  I  say,  therefore,  that  Clause  1  has 
relieved  the  Nonconformist  grievance. 
Clause  7  has  also  relieved  the  teachers,  set 
free  the  teachers'  conscience,  a  matter 
of  some  importance  to  a  vast  and  honour- 
able profession.  These  two  clauses  taken 
by  themselves  fulfil  pledges  and  work  a 
mighty  reform.  I  am  not  here  to  find 
fault  with  the  Act  of  1902,  having  ad- 
ministered it,  as  it  has  been  my  lot  to  do, 
for  some  months.  I  recognise,  as  indeed 
many  of  us  have  recognised,  that  it  con- 
tains some  admirable  provisions.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  failed,  and  he 
has  admitted  that  he  failed — I  do  not 
blame  him,  with  his  allies  and  his  sup- 
porters he  found  it  impossible.  Ijknow 
something  of  the  difficulty  of  allies,  and 
even  the  most  powerful  Minister,  even  a 
Prime  Minister,  seldom  has  all  hisfown 
way,  and  I,  therefore,  being  the'liumblest 
of  Ministers,  could  notji^expect 'to*have 


Me.  a.  J.   BALFOUR:    Thirty-five 
minutes. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  I  wish  it  were  only 
half  an  hour — to  proceed  on  the  same 
sad  path.  It  is  barely  four  months  ago 
since  I  stood  here,  a  highly  nervous  figure 
I  admit,  asking  leave  to  introduce,  not, 
indeed,  this  Bill— to  say  that  would  be  to 
insult  the  utility  of  this  House,  even  under 
the  closure,  as  a  consultative  and  delibera- 
tive body — but  nevertheless  a  Bill  which 
in  all  its  main  features  and  dominant 
characteristics  was  identical  with  the 
Bill  that  is  now  before  the  House.  But 
although  the  time  is  short,  a  good  many 
things  have  happened  to  me  since  then, 
and  I  am  reminded  as  I  stand  here  to- 
night of  a  famous  passage  of  Shakespeare 
in  which  he  contrasts  the  difference  in 
appearance  between  a  barque  as  it  leaves 
port  on  its  outward-going  voyage,  like 
a  prodigal  youngster,  with  the  same 
vessel,  still  seaworthy  but  with  "over- 
weather'd  ribs  and  ragged  sails,"  which 
makes  its  way  to  rest  for  a  br  ef  season 
in  its  desired  haven.  The  over-weather'd 
ribs  and  ragged  sails  I  take  to  be  a  poetical 
and  therefore  a  highly  exaggerated  ac- 
count of  Clause  4  as  amended,  and  the-e 
State-aided  schools  which  excite  the  warm 
disUke  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Noith  Camberwell  and,  I  freely  admit, 
of  myself  also.  However,  this  Bill  has, 
I  think,  during  our  discussion  become 
much  better  imderstood,  and  certainly 
the  torrents  of  abuse  with  which  it  was 
received,  and  which,  I  own,  for  a  few 
weeks  well-nigh  overwhelmed  me,  have 
entirely  ceased,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
there  is  even  a  prelate — a  proud  prelate,  to 
use  the  language  of  a  Gentleman  opposite 
—who  would  recommend  either  this 
House  or  another  place  to  treat  this 
BiU  with  the  ignominy  and  contempt 
which  they  then  alleged  it  deserved. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  adopted,  as  indeed  have 
many  of  his  supporters,  a  somewhat 
carious  attitude.  They  have  said  some- 
times that  this  Bill  does  really  nothing 
for  the  Nonconformists,  and  yet  they 
have  said  that  it  is  a  Bill  conceived 
in  a  spirit  of  deadly  hatred  and  animosity 
to  the  Church  of  England — an  odious 
imputation  which  I  for  one  most  entirely 
repudiate.  I  think  when  we  consider 
the  clauses  of  this  Bill  I  am  entitled  to 
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all  my  own  way  in  this  matter.    There- 
fore,   I  do  not    blame  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  having  been  unable  to 
deal  with  the  grievance  which  he  ad- 
mitted he  found,  and  which  he  left  for  us 
to  deal  with.     I  think,  therefore,  that 
Clauses  1  and  7  are  very  considerable 
achievements    and    very  great  reforms. 
Then  there  is  the  religious  difficulty  with 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  dealt.     I 
have    never    been    among    those    who 
quarrelled    with    the    existence    of    the 
religious  difficulty.      I  regret,  of  course, 
that  it  should  exist,  we  all  must ;  but  I 
do  not  wonder  that  it  does  exist,  nor 
am  I  angry,  if  you  can  imagine  such  a 
thing,    with    my  fellow-countrymen  for 
attaching  the  great  importance    which 
they  do  to  this  subject.  I  have  been  told 
by  many  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway 
and  on  this  side  of  the  House,  "  Oh,  thiiJc 
more,"  they  say,  "  of  the  children  ;  think 
of  them  and  them  alone.     Consider  the 
doctor,  secure    compulsory    medical    in- 
spection, see  that  nurses  are  employed, 
bind  up  their  wounds,  and  attend  to  their 
minor  ailments,  look  after   their    play- 
grounds, organize  their  games,  see  to  their 
vacation."     All  excellent  things,  things 
that  are  done  in  this  Bill,  with,  I  gladly 
fdmit,    tht,    imiversal   support   of    the 
whole  House,  and  not  least  with  the  sup- 
port   of    Grentlemen    who    are    sitting 
immediately  opposite  me.    We  have  done 
these     things,     but  they  do  not  go  the 
whole  way.      I  would  venture  to  say  to 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  if  they  say, 
«  Think   only  of  the  child  "— "  Yes,  but 
what    is    the    child,    whence  came    it, 
whether    goeth  it  ? "      Conscience,    sin, 
immortality,    are    you    going    to  drive 
all    those  things  out    of    the  ordinary 
curriculum  of  the  school  hfe  ?     Are  you 
going  to  leave  these  things  as  if  they 
were  of  no  account  ?    Were  this  House 
disposed  to  do  so,  which  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  it  showed  it  would 
not,  the  parents  of  the  children  would 
not  let  you  do  it,  nor  would  the  childien 
themselves,  at  all  events  for  a  good  many 
generations  to  come,  and  I  appeal  to 
hon.  Gentleman  below  the  Gangway  in 
this   matter,  not   to   throw  themselves 
readily  or  eagerly  into  the  path  of  those 
who  advocate  purely  secular  education. 
I  would  urge  them  of  all  men,  they  who 
dream  dreams  and  see  visions  of  a  good 
Mr.  Birrell. 


time  coming,  when  the  condition  of  the 
poor  and  the  miserable  will  so  poison 
the  existence  of  the  rich  and  the  com- 
fortable as  to  make  all  society  combine 
to  do  all  that  it  can  to  redeem  that  lot 
— I  ask  them  to  remember,  in  that  great 
effort,  where  are  they  to  look  for  the 
leverage  which  is  to  accomplish  that 
mighty  revolution  ?  Where  are  they  to 
find  the  alkahest  which  is  to  transmute 
the  base  metal  of  selfishness  into  the 
pure  gold  of  altruism  ?  I  say  they  will 
find  Christianity  to  be  the  potent  force 
which  will  ever  be  the  best  friend  of  the 
poor  and  helpless  man.  Were  it  said, 
"All  that  may  be  struck  out  and 
handed  over  to  the  purely  voluntary 
efforts  of  those  great  organisations 
we  compendiously  call  the  Churches," 
I  do  not  think  that  can  safely  or 
properly  be  done,  and  it  has  been  the 
main  object  and  the  passionate  desire 
of  this  Government  to  do  what  it 
can  to  secure  throughout  this  country 
as  an  ordinary  rule  and  principle  of 
our  school  life  that  religious  education 
should  be  given.  And  how  is  it  to  be 
done  1  We  believe,  we  may  of  course  be 
quite  wrong,  but  we  have  turned  this 
matter  over  in  a  thousand  different  ways, 
we  have  considered  all  the  difficulties 
and  all  the  obstacles  that  meet  anybody 
who  advocates  religious  education  in 
this  country,  and  we  have  deliberately 
come  to  the  conclusion — and  nothing  has 
shaken  my  mind  since  first  I  began  to 
think  night  and  day  of  this  subject — that 
the  beet  way  of  doing  that  is  to  make 
imdenominational  teaching  of  the  kind 
authorised  by  the  Act  of  1870,  which 
has  behind  it  the  experience  of  thirty-six 
years,  the  ordinary  rule  of  all  the  schools. 
We  are  told  that  thb  is  unfair.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  East  Maryle- 
bone,  who  made  many  interesting  and 
powerful  speeches  on  the  Bill,  has  read  the 
syllabuses,  and  says  he  finds  nothing  in 
them  to  make  a  child  attached  to  the 
Church  of  England.  But  let  him  look 
into  the  actual  facts  of  the  case.  I  was 
speaking  the  other  day  to  a  Member 
of  the  House  who  knows  about  board 
schools  and  Church  schools,  not  as  things 
to  be  supported,  but  as  places  where  to 
send  his  children.  He  was  blessed  with 
five    daughters,    three    of    whom    were 
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educated  in  board  schools,  and  two  in 
Church  schools. 

"The  three  \7ho  were   educated  in  board 
schools," 

said  he, 

"are  confirmed  and  oommanicating  members 
«{ the  Chnrch  of  England,  and  the  two  who 
were  edacated  in  Chnrch  schools  are  stem  and 
unbending  Nonconformi»tB." 

I  am  not  goiag  to  treat  the  five  daughters 
of  my  hon.  friend  so  rudely  as  to  build 
any  theory  upon  them,  but  I  commend 
their  case  to  the  noble  Lord.  I  do  not 
believe  that  this  education  which  has 
been  given  for  six  and  thirty  years  in 
our  b(^rd  schools  has  in  a  single  instance 
proved  hostile  to  a  child  joining  with 
heartiness,  comfort,  and  joy  either  the 
Choioh  of  England  or  any  other  religious 
denomination.  The  fact  is  that  in  early 
life,  the  capacity  of  children  being 
limited,  denominational  differences  do 
not  cut  so  deeply  as  some  suppose.  I 
agree  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
that  religious  instruction  is  very  badly 
given.  I  have  heard  it  given  again  and 
again  in  board  schools  and  in  Church 
schools,  and  I  very  seldom  heard  it 
given  otherwise  than  badly.  That  is  a 
criticism  not  of  the  system,  but  of  the 
teacher.  Others  things  are  also  badly 
taoght.  I  went  the  other  day  to  a  board 
school  and  heard  a  French  lesson,  and, 
though  I  make  no  pretence  of  being  a 
French  scholar,  I  was  in  the  school  more 
than  ten  minutes  before  I  knew  what 
the  lesson  was  about.  These  are  criti- 
cisms of  methods,  not  of  principles. 
The  well  trained  teacher  is  the  thing  we 
want.  A  good  teacher  can  teach 
Cowper-Templeiam  so  as  to  make 
it  beautiful,  charming,  and  most 
interesting.  [Opposition  cries  of 
"  No."]  I  quite  agree  with  much  of  what 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  has  said. 
I  have  never  disguised  my  sympathy 
with  the  cause  he  represents.  But  I 
cannot  agree  with  him  that  Cowper- 
Temple  religious  instruction  is  a  thing 
perfectly  hateful  to  Roman  Catholics. 
Many  strange  things  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  a  Minister  for  Education.  I 
know  that  many  parents  of  Roman 
Catholic  children  who  attended  the 
board  schools  have  admitted  that  their 
cluldren  have  received  advantage  from 
the  simple  undenominational  teaching 
which  is  given  in  those  schools.    There 


are  in  those  old  board  schools  also  many 
scores  of  Roman  Catholic  teachers,  de- 
voted men  and  women,  who  give  Cowper- 
Temple  religious  instruction  every  day  of 
their  lives,  and  they  find  it  no  injury 
either  to  their  faith  or  their  passion  for 
the  church  to  which  they  belong.  While 
we  admit  the  differences  that  divide  us, 
let  us  not,  for  Heaven's  sake,  exaggerate 
them,  and  make  them  out  to  be  more 
serious.  We  had  to  grapple  with  the 
religious  difficulty.  We  grappled  with 
it  in  a  certain  way.  We  knew  the  op- 
position we  should  meet  with  from  various 
quarters.  But  our  object  being  to  secure 
the  mtximum  of  religious  instruction  in 
the  greatest  number  of  schools,  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  only  by 
adhering  to  the  system  of  \mdenomina- 
tional  teaching  that  we  could  secure  a 
wide  system  of  religious  instruction  which 
excludes  the  formularies  distinctive  of 
religious  sects,  but  which  allows  the 
teacher  to  put  the  whole  force  of  his 
religious  character  into  his  religious 
teaching,  a  character  without  which  his 
teaching  would  be  vain,  no  matter  to 
what  denomination  he  belongs.  If  he 
has  not  got  it  it  does  not  matter  what  he 
calls  himself ;  if  he  has  the  teacher's  gift, 
then,  indeed,  even  through  the  so-called 
"  dry  bones  "  of  this  Cowper-Templeism, 
he  can  impart  to  the  children  who 
fall  under  lus  influence  all  the  elements 
of  sound  religion  and  deep-rooted 
piety.  We  have  kept  our  pledges. 
We  have  secured  popular  control. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  what 
ib  the  value  of  it  if  you  put  all  sorts 
of  burdens  on  the  local  authority  ?  So 
it  will.  That  is  the  look-out  of  the  local 
authority.  I  have  never  known  a  local 
authority  which  despised  new  duties 
or  shirked  new  administration.  We  have 
secured  popular  control ;  we  have  secured 
through  all  the  villages  undenominational 
schools  for  the  children  of  Nonconformists. 
Then,  it  ii  said,  that  in  doinjr  this  we 
have  inflicted  grievous  wrong  and  injury 
on  the  Church  of  England.  I  do  not 
believe  it.  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  I 
thought  that  any  action  or  word  of  mine 
bad  done  any  harm  to  the  Church  of 
England  as  a  spiritual  body.  I  care 
nothing  for  it  in  any  other  capacity.  I 
believe  that  this  Bill,  so  far  from  doing 
it  any  harm,  as  a  spiritual  organisation, 
will  remove  and  disperse  a  black  cloud  of 
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suspicion  and  dislike,  which  for  200  years 
and  more  has  hung  over  it  in  the  matter 
of  education.  So  far  from  doing  injury  to 
the  Church  of  England,  this  Bill,  if  properly 
carried  out,  if  due  efiect  is  given  to  its 
provisions,  will  strengthen  the  Church  of 
England  and  make  it  far  more  popular 
in  the  country  districts  than  it  has  been  in 
the  past,  and  relieve  it  from  a  cloud  of 
suspicion,  dislike,  and  sometimes,  I  am 
afraid,  of  actual  hatred.  I  therefore 
claim  that  this  Bill  will  not  substantially 
injure  the  Church  of  England.  It  will 
secure,  in  the  first  place,  where  the  schools 
are  taken  over,  their  catechetical  teach- 
ing, the  rent  for  their  premises,  which  will 
enable  them  to  obtain,  if  necessary,  such 
outside  assistance  as  they  require.  They 
may  give  it  in  the  school,  or  under  Clause 
6  they  may  give  it  in  the  church.  They 
may  take  away  the  child  altogether  during 
the  three-quarters  of  an  hour  of  instruc- 
tion. This  freedom  will  be  restored  to 
them,  the  power  and  the  control  of  the 
clergy,  the  loss  of  which  they  resented  so 
bitterly  in  1902,  when  it  was  taken  from 
them,  will  to  some  considerable  extent 
be  restored  to  them.  I  say  that  as  a 
spiritual  instrument  their  position,  so  far 
from  being  worse,  will  be  better  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  Perhaps  it  is 
better  they  should  not  know  the  feelings 
entertained  towards  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land by  many  a  poor  Primitive  Methodist 
and  Nonconformist.  These  things  can- 
not    go     on     during     long     years     of 


dominancy,  handed  down  from  &ther 
to  son.  [A  laugh.]  Oh,  yes ;  it  is  easy 
to  laugh  and  sneer.  I  have  not  spent  my 
life  among  Nonconformists  for  nothing. 
The  dominancy  which  the  Church  has 
exercised  in  the  matter  of  education  for 
many  a  decade  this  Bill  will  remove,  and 
it  will  not  injure  by  one  jot  or  tittle  the 
catechetical  knowledge  or  the  Prayer 
Book  knowledge  of  any  child  of  futoie 
days.  I  say  to  the  lovers  of  education 
and  to  the  lovers  of  religion  that  I  believe 
that  this  Bill  will  aid  and  abet  both  these 
great  causes.  The  Bill  leaves  us  to-night. 
It  goes  elsewhere.  Many  have  spoken  of 
what  is  going  to  happen  elsewhere.  I 
have  no  such  knowlet^e.  I  indulge  in 
no  speculation  on  the  subject.  Their 
responsibility  rests  with  them,  and  with 
them  alone.  They  can  do  whatever  they 
choose  to  this  Bill.  In  parting  with  the 
Bill  I  have  to  thank  the  House  for  the 
great  kindness  and  invariable  courtesy 
with  which  they  have  received  me, 
inexperienced  in  these  matters,  f:om  first 
to  last.  I  am  not  sorry  that  my  first 
efforts  in  trying  to  pass  a  Bill  through  this 
House  should  have  been  one  connected 
with  a  subject  which,  after  all,  whatever 
our  opinions  may  be,  goes  deep  down  into 
the  very  vitals  of  the  future  of  our 
people. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  369 ;  Noes, 
177.  (Division  List  No.  284.) 


Aclaad,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
A^ew,  George  William 
Aiosworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland(Cliri8tchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armitage,  R. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Cair 
Asquith.Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Astbviry,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Joncs  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,  E. 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Oodfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  JohnEmmott(  Somerset 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  Hubert  (Eastbourn 
Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Mr.  Birrell. 


AYES. 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyoa 

Benn,  SirJ.Williams(Deyonp'rt 

Benn,  W.(T'w'rHamlets,S.Geo. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

BetheU,  J.  H.  (Essex,  Romford 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.(  Bedfordshire 

Bolton,  T.D.(Derby8hire,  N.E.) 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F.  (Ramsey) 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.F.L.(Lancs.,  Leigh) 

Brunner,  Sir  JohnT.(Cheshire) 

Bryce,Rt.Hn. James  (Aberdeen 


Bryce,  J.  A.  (InvemessBotghs) 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Buokmaster,  Stanley  O. 
Bums,  Rt.  Hn.  John 
Bnrnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.  Sydney  Chas. 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Caims,  Thomas 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,  Rt.  Hn.  RichardKnight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  W. 

Coats,  SirT.Glen(Renfrew,  W.> 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
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Colling,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

CoIlins,SirWni.J.(S.Pancras,W. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Corbett,  CH.(Su88ei,E.Girin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth 

Oemer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Oooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Oossley,  William  J. 

Danes,  David  (MontgomeryCo. 

Dames,  EUis  William  (Eifion) 

Daviei,  M.  Vatighan-(Cardigan 

Dtvies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  HoweU  (Bristol,  8.) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  8.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancras,N 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dmm,  A.  Edward  (Camborae) 

Dunne,  MajorE.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

£libank.  Master  of 

Bhs.  Rt.  Hon  John  Edward 

ftskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Xrelawney 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Faber,  G.  H.  (Boston) 

Feawick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Fetgaaoa,  R.  C.  Munro 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eostace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gardner,  Col.Alan(Hereford,S.) 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,  Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  Peterborough) 

Greenwood.  Hamar  (York) 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

(Sriffith,  Ellis  J. 

Grove,  Archibald 

Cruest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Gullaad,  John  W. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Harconrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Haidie,  J.  Keir  (MerthyrTydvil 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Hamisworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
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Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,  W. 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  Ojl.  Ivor  (Mon.,  S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
HotMirt,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Holland,  Sir  Wiliam  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hope.W.Bateman(Soraerset,N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Hlingworlh,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Sir  D.  Brynmor(Swan8ea 
Jones,  Leif  (.\ppleby) 
Jones,  William(Camarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Kitson,  Sir  .lames 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese.Sir,  JosephF.  (Accrington 
Lehmann,  K.  ('. 
Lever,  A.  Levy(E8«ex,Harwich 
Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,   John   Herbert 
Uoyd-Qeorge,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,   Charles  Henry 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonld,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald.J.M.  ( Falki  rkB'ghs 
Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Arthur,  William 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Sii  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (SUfford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Maasfield,  H.  RendaU(Lincoln) 


Marks,  6.Croydon(Launcestoii) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  8. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,  ChSis.N.(Doncast'r) 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Donnell.  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Philipps,  Col.Ivor(8'thBmpton) 

Philipps,  J.Wynford(PemDroke 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central 

Price,  RobertJohn(Norfolk,  E.) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E. 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy,  A.  Holland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell,  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Renton,  Major  Leslie 

Richards,  Thoma8(W.Monm'th 

Richardson,  A. 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robertson,  Rt.Hn.E.(Dundee) 

Robertson,  SirG.Scott(Bradf  rd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S.  M- 1 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
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Samuel,  HeTbeitL.(CleTeIand) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.  (Manchester) 
Scott,  A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Snowden,  P. 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanfey,  Hn.A.Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  8.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 


Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Tennant,  SirEdward(S8li8bnry 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 

ThomasBon,  Franklin 

Thompson,  J.W.H.(8omer8et,E 

TiUett,  Louis  John 

Tomkinson,  James 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Toulmin,  George 

Ure,  Alexander 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Wallace,  Robert 

WaUh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 

Ward,  W.  Dudley(Southamptn 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney 


Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
WUkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Llewelyn(Carmarthn 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Winfrey,  R. 

Wodehouse,  Lord(Norfolk,Hid 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Woodhouse,  SirJ.T.(Hudder8fd 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tkixbbs  fob  thb  Ayes — ib. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 

Ashley,  W.  W. 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Baldwin,  Alfred 

Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.J.(atyLond. 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Baring,  Hon.  Guy  (Winchester) 

Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beach,  Hn.MichaelJEIugh  Hicks 

Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 

Boland,  John 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 

Burdett-Coutto,  W. 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 

Carlile,  E.  Hildred 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Castlereagh,  Viscount 

Cave,  George 

Cavendish,  Rt.  Hn. Victor  C.W. 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 

Courthope,  G.  Loyd 

Cox,  Uaroid 

Craig,  Chas.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S. 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Crean,  Eugene 

CuUinan,  J. 

Dalrymple,  Viscount 

Delany,  William 


NOES. 

Dixon-Hartland,  SirFredDixon 
Dolan,  Charles  Joseph 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Harvey 
Duffy,  WiUiam  J. 
Dtmcan,Robert  (Lanark.Govan 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  WiUiam 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Ginnell,  L. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Haddock,  George  R. 
Halpin,  J. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hammond,  Jolm 
Hardy,Laurenco(Kent,Ashford 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harrison- Broadley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazelton,  Richard 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helmsley,  Viscount 
Hervey,  F.W.F.(BuryS.Edm'd 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 
Hill,  Henry  Staveley  (Staff 'sh.) 
Hogan,  Michael 
I  Hornby,  Sir  WiUiam  Henry. 


Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Keswick,  WiUiam 

Kimber,  Sir  Henry 

King,  SirHenrySeymour(HuU) 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lee,ArthurH.(Hants.  ,Fareha!n 

Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.( Evesham) 

Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S. 

Lonsdale,  John  Browiilee 

Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 

Lundon,  W. 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

Mac Veagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MacVeigh,  Chas.  (Donegal,  E.) 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'KiUop,  W. 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,  Patrick  A. 

Meysey-Tbompson,  £.  0. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

Mimtz,  Sir  Philip  A. 

Murnaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Petersfield 

Nield,  Herbert 

Nolan,  Joseph 

O'Brien,  Kendal(TipperaryHid 
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O'Connor,  James<Wick)ow,  W.  I 

O'Connor,  John  ( Kildare,  N.)      | 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool)        | 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Hare,  Patrick 

O'Kelly,  James  (Roscommon.N 

O'Milley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Neill.  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesend 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 

Pease,  HerbertPike(Darlington 

Percy,  Earl 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 


{30  July  1906} 

RatoUff,  Hajor  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  El  (Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  Eoolesall 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Saasoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 

Smith,  AbelH.(Herftord,  East) 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,  Walton 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Steand) 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S. 
Stanley,  Hon.Arthar(OrmBkirk 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stons,  Sir  Benjamin 
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SuUivan,  Donal 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUniv 
Thomson,  W.  Mitchell-(Lanark 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Walker,  Col.  W.  H.  (Lancashire 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,Mid 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
WiUiams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Willooghby,  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York.E.R. 
Wolff,  Gttstav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  George 

Tbllsbs  roB  TBB  NoKS — Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Viscoont  Valentia. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


CORPORATION  OF  LONDON  (BLACK- 
FKIAKS  AND  OTHER  BRIDGES) 
BILL.     [By  Order.] 

Lords   Amendments  considered. 

Lords  Amendments  to  the  Amendment 
ia  page  9,  line  31,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment  in  page  9,  line  31 
(leave  out  Clause  15),  the  next  Amend- 
ment, read  a  second  time. 

♦Mb.  BARNARD  (Kidderminster)  ex- 
plained that  the  clause  which  gave 
protection  to  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  had  for  some  years  past  been 
inserted  in  the  tramway  BUls  of  the 
London  Count}  Council.  He  pointed 
oat  to  the  House  that  his  Motion  to-night 
was  not  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  good 
taste  in  spite  of  the  action  which  Lord 
Welby  had  taken  in  another  place,  because 
the  action  was  taken  under  a  misappre- 
hension. It  must  be  remembered  that 
this  clause  was  placed  in  the  Bill  when 
it  went  through  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  it  passed  its  Third 
Reading  in  the  House  without  alteration. 
After  that  it  went  through  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords  with  the  clause 
inserted.  The  Lord  Chairman  subse- 
quently struck  it  out,  and  on  the  dis- 
cussion on  Third  Reading  on  Lord 
Welby's  Motion  to  reinsert  the  clause 
the  Lord  Chairman  quoted  precedents 
to  show  that  its  insertion  was  contrary 
to  precedent.  On  those  statements  of 
the  Lord  Chairman  Lord  Welby  withdrew 


his  proposition.  He  now  understood  from 
the  advisers  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  that  the  Lord  Chairman  was 
misinformed  and  the  conclusion  which 
had  been  come  to  was  to  invite  the 
House  to  reinsert  the  clause.  With  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  the  matter  he  could  only  say  the 
Board  of  Trade  last  year  not  only  allowed 
similar  propositions  to  go  through  dealing 
with  other  subjects,  but  took  upon  itself 
the  responsibility  of  proposing  and 
carrying  them  in  a  provisional  order. 
It  might  be  said  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
regulations  in  regard  to  this  subject  were 
ample  and  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
All  that  he  could  say  was  that  they 
were  practically  no  safeguard,  even  if 
the  regulations  were  acted  up  to,  to  any 
other  persons  beyond  those  interested 
in  the  electric  current.  This  protection 
had  been  granted  in  electric  power 
Bills  on  more  than  one  occasion.  If 
it  were  granted  in  the  case  of  electric 
power  Bills,  it  appeared  to  be  very 
strange  that  it  should  be  withheld  in 
connection  with  a  tramway  scheme. 
There  were  other  precedents  in  addition 
to  the  London  County  Council  Tramways 
in  which  a  similar  protective  clause  had 
been  inserted,  viz.,  the  South  Wales 
Electric  Power  Distribution  Company's 
Act,  1900;  the  Sheffield  Corporation 
Tramways  Act,  1901 ;  the  Clyde  Valley 
Electric  Power  Act,  1901 ;  the  Dublin 
St.  James's  Gate  Brewery  Tramways 
Act,  1901 ;  the  Manchester  Southern 
Tramways  Act,  1903;  the  Exeter  Cor- 
poration Tramways  Act,  1903 ;  the 
Brighton  Corporation  Tramways  Act, 
1903  ;  the  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich 
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Tramways  Act,  1903  ;  the  Somerset  and 
District  Electric  Power  Act,  1903 ;  tbe 
North  Western  Electric  Power  Act,  1903 ; 
the  Lothians  Electric  Power  Act,  1904 ; 
the  Altrincham  Tramways  Provisional 
Order,  1904;  the  Metropolitan  Electric 
Supply  Company's  Act,  1905.  The 
Water  Board  had  about  7,000  miles 
of  pipes  in  London  and  were  practically 
responsible  for  the  water  supply  of 
7,000,000  people.  They  served  out  on 
a  busy  day  some  250,000,000  gallons  of 
water.  It  was  therefore  essential  that 
proper  protection  should  be  given.  It 
was  not  merely  a  money  question,  but 
the  safety  of  the  water  supply  of  London, 
which  he  could  not  help  thinking  would 
be  seriously  imperilled.  It  was  a 
reasonable  insurance  that  the  clause 
provided.  It  had  been  passed  by  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  by  this  House 
itself,  and  by  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  A  big  question  was  opened 
up  as  to  whether  on  the  dictum  of  the 
Lord  Chairman  they  should  accept  the 
position  without  considerable  investiga- 
tion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — (Mr. 
Barnard. ) 

Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincobshire,  Slea- 
ford)  seconded. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OP  TRADE 
(Mr.  Kearley,  Devonport)  said  first  of 
all  he  should  like  to  point  out  the 
historical  aspect  of  the  matter.  In 
1893  a  joint  committee,  presided  over  by 
Lord  Cross,  went  exhaustively  into  the 
whole  subject,  and  the  result  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  Committee  was 
that  a  set  of  model  clauses  was  drafted. 
Those  model  clauses  were  adopted  and 
had  been  inserted  in  all  Bilb  since. 
They  were  in  this  Bill,  and  under  the 
clauses  the  promoters  were  bound  to 
comply  with  the  Board  of  Trade  regula- 
tions, which  were  adequate  to  protect  all 
interests.  The  regulations  had  been 
in  force  for  thirteen  years,  and  during 
the  whole  of  that  time  there  had  not  been 
one  single  case  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  any  ill  results 
from  electrical  contact. 

Mr.  Barnard. 


Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) : 
Was  there  not  a  case  at  Leeds  ? 

Mb.  EEARLEY  said  no  evidence 
had  ever  been  produced  to  show  that  the 
corroding  of  the  pipe  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  alluded  arose  from  electrical  action. 
At  any  rate,  the  electrical  adviser  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  denied  that  it  could  be 
established.  The  Board  of  Trade  regula- 
tions had  been  revised  several  times  and 
were  again  under  consideration.  It  could 
not,  therefore,  be  said  that  they  were  not 
up-to-date.  The  Board  of  Trade  objected 
to  the  insertion  of  this  clause,  because  an 
arrangement  had  been  arrived  at  whereby 
for  some  years  they  had  secured  uni- 
form procedure  in  Parliamentary  practice. 
They  objected  to  the  clause  because 
it  was  unnecessary  and  because  it  created 
the  impression,  undeservedly,  that  the 
model  clauses  of  the  Board  of  Trade  were 
not  adequate. 

*Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  said  he 
desired  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation 
to  say  that  they  were  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  protection  which  the  House  of 
Lords  had  given  them  by  striking  out 
the  clause  referred  to.  The  Corporation, 
for  the  sake  of  peace  and  quietness  agreed, 
to  the  insertion  of  the  clause,  and  not 
because  they  believed  in  it  as  being 
necessary  »t  all.  In  this  matter  they 
were  merely  bridge-wideners  and  they 
ought  not  to  be  troubled,  even  if  it 
were  necessary,  by  any  such  clause  as  this. 
Moreover,  they  were  told  on  good 
authority  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
regulations  were  quite  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  The  Corporation  hoped  to  have 
the  works  in  progress  soon  after  the 
Autumn  session,  and  he  trusted  the  House 
would  agree  that  this  clause  was  not 
necessary,  and  that  the  Corporation  had 
acted  fairly  and  even  generously  m 
voluntarily  finding  from  two  to  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds  to  enable  the 
tramway  to  be  taken  over  Blackfriars 
Bridge. 

Question  put. 

The  House  proceeded  to  a  Division ; 
but  there  being  no  Members  willing  to 
act  as  Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  Mr.  Speaker 
declared  the  Noes  had  it. 

Subsequent  Lords  Amendments  agreed 


to. 
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LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (TRAM- 
WAYS AND  IMPROVEMENTS  BILL) 
(Bt  Order). 

♦Mr.  BARNARD  (Kidderminster)  said 
tkat  although  it  might  be  true  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  regulations  were  sufficient 
to  carrj'  out  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment he  had  placed  upon  the  Paper,  his 
complaint  was  that  they  were  not  carried 
into  effect.  To  show  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  were  not  altogether  consistent  in 
their  policy  he  would  point  out  that  in 
the  case  of  the  Administrative  County 
of  London  and  District  Electric  Power 
Bill  of  last  session,  a  Bill  which  was  very 
well  known,  this  clause  was  inserted  by  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
after  evidence  had  been  called  and  the 
matter  fully  gone  into,  and  the  Bill 
passed  through  all  stages  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  without  objection 
being  taken  to  this  clause  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  but  the  Bill  however,  failed 
to  receive  Royal  Assent  through 
want  of  time.  He  would  not  press  his 
objection  any  further,  and  he  would  not 
move. 

Lords  Amendment  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 


NAVY  AND  ARMY  EXPENDITURE, 
1904-5. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1905,  and 
the  statement  appended  thereto,  as 
follows,  viz : — 

(a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for 
certain  Navy  Services  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £415,439  18s.  9>d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended ;  while  the  gross  expenditure 
for  other  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £449,539  13«.  Id.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule,  so  that  the  gross  actual  expen- 
diture for  the  whole  of  the  Navy  Services 
fell  short  of  the  gross  estimated  expendi- 
ture by  the  net  sum  of  £34,099  14s.  \\d. ; 

(b.)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain 
Grants  for  Navy  Services  fell  short  of 


the  total  estimated  receipts  by  the  sum 
of  £80,479  6s.  lOd.,  as  shown  in  Column 
No.  3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule, 
while  the  receipts  in  aid  of  other  Navy 
Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such 
receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  £76,198  8s.  9d., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said 
appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  total 
actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  Grants  for 
Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  total 
estimated  receipts  by  the  net  sum  of 
£4,280  18s.  Id. 

(c.)  That  the  resulting  difEerences  be- 
tween the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Navy 
Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as 
follows,  viz. — 

£  8.  d. 
Total  Surpluses  -  -  455,107  18  8 
Total  Deficits  -        -  425,289    1  10 


Net  Surplus      -  £29,818  16  10 

And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tem- 
porarily authorised  the  application,  in 
reduction  of  the  net  charge  on  Exchequer 
Grants  for  certain  Navy  Services,  of  the 
whole  of  the  siuns  received  in  excess  of 
the  Estimated  Appropriation-in-Aid,  in 
respect  of  the  same  services,  and  have  also 
temporarily  authorised  the  application 
of  so  much  of  the  said  total  surpluses 
on  certain  Grants  for  Navy  Services  as  is 
necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits 
on  other  Grants  for  Navy  Services. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  appUcation  of  such 
sums  be  sanctioned  :  " — (ilfr.  MeKeima.) 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  asked  why  there 
had  been  an  excess  of  expenditure 
over  the  estimates  of  £4,280  for  Navy 
Services. 

The  SECRETARY  to. the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Edmund  Robertson, 
Dundee)  repUed  that  those  figures  related 
to  matters  which  happened  two  years 
ago.  There  were  many  precedents  for  the 
course  they  were  now  taking. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
(Liverpool,  West  Derby)  said  he  was  aware 
that  there  was  a  coiLsiderable  number 
of  precedents  for  Resolutions  of 
this  kind,  but  nevertheless  this 
course  was  exceedingly  objectionable. 
The  real  meaning  of  it  was  that  in  the 
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Navy  aoms  had  beea  spent  to  the  extent 
of  £415,000  over  and  above  the  amount 
voted.  There  was  an  item  for  £279,000 
for  contract  work  which  had  not  been 
carried  out,  the  expenditure  for  which 
had  been  authorised  by  the  House.  He 
would  like  to  have  some  explanation  on 
that  point.  Hon.  members  who  were 
now  on  the  Government  side  had  de- 
nounced this  system  of  book-keeping 
when  they  were  in  Opposition.  It  was 
absolutely  bad  and  unsound.  One  would 
have  thought  after  the  protests  made  in 
former  years  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  not  have  come  here  to  do  the  same 
sort  of  financial  juggle.  He  was  very 
much  ashamed  when  this  practice  was 
followed  on  his  own  side,  but  they  made 
no  fantastic  attempts  to  pose  as  financial 
purists.  Now  that  great  financial  re- 
formers had  obtained  control  of  affairs 
this  was  the  sort  of  thing  they  did. 

Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
said  he  wished  to  associate  himself  with 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down.  This  was  a  kind  of 
Resolution  which  was  highly  undesirable. 
The  accounts  showed  that  Vote  after  Vote 
in  the  Admiralty  Estimates  for  the  year 
1904-5  had  been  wrong.  [Cries  of  "Oh!"] 
He  could  assure  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
that  he  had  not  the  slightest  Party  motive 
in  making  these  remarks.  His  sole  con- 
cern was  to  get  some  assurance  from  the 
Government  that  this  matter  would  have 
their  attention.  Vote  after  Vote  showed 
bad  estimating.  He  knew  perfectly  well 
that  the  Treasury  was  empowered  by 
the  Appropriation  Act  to  do  as  was 
now  proposed,  but  he  desired  to  point 
out  that  it  was  a  method  which  defeated 
the  control  of  this  House  over  finance. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Resolution 
is  merely  carrying  into  effect  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  hon.  Member  is^not 
entitled  to  criticise  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  quite  agreed. 
He  was  endeavouring  to  point  out  the 
effect  of  the  Resolution  they  were  now 
asked  to  pass.  It  was  a  system  which 
weakened  the  control  this  House  ought 
to  have  over  expenditure.  He  hoped 
they  might  look  forward  to  something 
being  done  for  the   mitigation  of  the 

Mr.  fFilliam  Rutherford. 


admitted  abuses  under  this  system  of 
finance. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  McKenna,  Mon- 
mouthshire, N.)  said  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men had  correctly  stated  that  what  was 
now  being  done  was  in  accordance  with 
Act  of  Parliament.  In  order  to  allay 
the  alarms  of  which  the  hon.  Gentlemaa 
had  spoken  let  him  remind  the  House 
that  aU  these  surpluses  and  excesses 
were  dealt  with  in  detail  by  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee,  and  that  the 
accounts  were  not  presented  to  this 
House  until  they  had  been  so  con- 
sidered. The  Public  Accounts  Committee 
was  satisfied  that  this  procedure 
was  good  procedure.  Personally  he 
did  not  think  it  was  a  bad  system, 
and  in  the  interest  of  economy  it  was 
an  admirable  system.  Every  item  in 
the  accounts  now  before  the  Committee 
had  abeady  been  considered,  and  he 
submitted  that  it  was  unnecessary  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  in 
going  into  them  in  detail. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  there  was  an 
item  of  £279,000  in  the  accounts  described 
as  a  surplus  over  the  estimate  for  contract 
work.  Supposing  he  was  of  an  inquisitive 
turn  of  mind,  how  was  he  to  find  out  the 
particidars  of  that  item  1 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Prom  the  Report 
of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General. 

Lord  R.  CECIL:  Has  that  Report 
been  issued  1 

Mr.  MoEENNA:  On  this  particular 
point  it  has  not  been  issued. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  referred  to  the  items 
on  page  23  of  the  Accounts  and  asked 
whether  the  House  had  really  any  con- 
trol whatever  over  them. 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  the  control  con- 
sisted in  the  powers  of  the  Comptrcller 
and  Auditor-General  who  was  an  officer 
of  this  House.  He  reported  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee.  That  Com- 
mittee had  expressed  their  satisfaction 
with  every  item  of  these  accounts. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  asked  whether  it 
would  be  possible  for  any  Member  of  the 
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House  who  disapproved  of  any  of  these 
items  to^move  a  lediustion. 

Mb.  McKENNA  :£No. 

LoBD  R.  CECIL  said  the  Honse  had 
BO  real  efieotive  control  over  the  policy 
of  the  expenditure  of  these  sums.  That 
was  the  point  to  which  they  desired  to 
address  tiiemselves.  On  the  face  of  it 
tiie  system  appeared  to  be  a  very  bad 
one. 

Mb.  HARMOOD-BANNER  (Liverpool, 
Everton)  said  that  it  seemed  to  him  an 
extraordinary  thing  that  they  should  have 
all  sorts  of  statements  made  as  to  this 
expenditure. 

The  chairman  said  he  had  abready 
stated  that  it  was  done  according  to  Act 
of  Parliament. 


Mb.  HARMOOD-BANNER  said  he 
would  like  to  point  out  that  the  system 
would  not  tend  to  purity  of  administra- 
tion  

The  chairman  said  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  in  order. 

LoBD  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  asked  if  they  were  to  understand 
that  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury   approved  of  this  system. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  asked 
whether  this  House  or  a  Committee  of 
the  House  had  ever  authorised  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  £224,212  for  material. 

Mb.  MoKENNA  said  that  powers  were 
given  to  the  Treasury  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  spend  that  sum. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Schedule. 


OtoiB  Kxpenditoie. 

Approprlatlona  Id  Aid. 

KzoeM*o< 

BmphMaof 

Defloienciaa 

Sorplnaei 
ofAetoalaa 

Vmaberof 

HsTy  BwTloei,  not-*. 

Actoal  oTer 

laUmated 

of  Actual  aa 

Voto. 

VouT 

litlmated 

orer  Actual 

cranpsred  with 

compared  with 

OroH 

Oroaa 

Krtimated 

Istlnuted 

Bxpendltore. 

Kzpenditore. 

BeoelptL 

Beoeipta. 

L 

K. 

8. 

4. 

A      l.d. 

A      l.d. 

A      a.  d. 

A       a.d. 

1.      .       - 

Wag««,  Ao,,  of  eiBoen,  Bwnnen, 
•nd  Bora,  Gout  Oiurd,  and 
Kojal  Marina*  ■       •       -       - 

87,474  11    8 

£7,810    >    B 

1-      • 

VtctoalUng  andOottiiacfor  tba 

Navy 

^ 

4,868    8    7 

^ 

18400    0   4 

t-      .       - 

Tioea  

^ 

11,626    •    0 

1,689  10    S 

4. 

MarttelLaw        .       .       .       . 

^ 

1,004  17  U 

8  17  1U 

^ 

S.        . 

Bdocatknial  Sarrlon  •       •       • 

_ 

U,«44     t    1 



8,810    8  11 

(.        - 

SolanUSe  SoTioea       .       •       • 

44S7  U    i 

-~ 



8,684  10    6 

7.       .       . 

Xojal  NaTai  BeaarrM 
Sh(pballdla8,    Bapain,    Haln- 
tanaaaa,*a. : 

2«,»0    0    8 

069    B    2 

— 

g.       .        . 

8W.1     • 

Personnel      .       .       .       ■ 

«• 

SBJBH  18    8 

^ 

808  14    e 

8«e.S     • 

Materiel        .... 

tu,nt  8  t 

^ 

— 

26,828    8    1 

8M.S     - 

ContisetWork     • 

379.760  11    0 

87,278    4    • 

— 

».       . 

NaTal  ArmamenU 

^ 

11,028  1»    0 

^ 

10466    8    7 

U.       .       . 

Woiti,  Bofldinga  and  Bepain  at 

Home  and  Abroad  - 

^ 

78,£08    1    1 

^ 

4,867  18    8 

u-     . 

Mtoeellaneooa  XSeetlre  Berrioe* 

82,SS4  11    6 

^ 

8,012  10    0 

^ 

it-     . 

Admiralty  Offlca .       .       .       ■ 

1,761    7    1 

-* 

— 

%    'J    s 

u.      .      . 

Half-Par,  Beaemd  and  B«tll«l 

P»7 

6,684    1    I 

^ 

4,108  10    0 

^ 

u.     .     ■ 

Naral    and   Uarina    Fanaioni, 
Oratoltlea,  and  Compaaaionate 

Allowancaa       .... 

6Mi  1£  10 

-* 

6,486  16    0 

^ 

u.     . 

CtrU  Peutona  and  Oratnltie*    ■ 
Amount  written  oil  aa  IrreooTer- 

«£,i36  Ull 

" 

70    «  11 

abU 

(,064  16    4 

^ 

^ 

•~ 

416,4SS  18     & 

44g.&s»  IS  7 

80,4(0    6  10 

7<sioe  8  0 

Net  Surpliu,  £34,009  14  11 


Net  DeSclt.  £4,280  18    1 


Sorplns  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer      £29,818    168.     lOd. 

Whereas    it    appears    by    the    Army ,  the    statemeot    appended    thereto,    as 
Appropriation    Account    for    the    year 


^ed  the  31st  day  of  Maroh,  1905,  and 
VOL.  CLXII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


follows,  viz.  • — 
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(a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for 
certain  Army  Services  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  hy  a  total 
sum  of  £256,367  38.  3d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended ;  while  the  gross  expenditure 
for  other  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £365,574  58.  6d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule ;  so  that  the  gross  actual 
expenditure  for  the  whole  of  the  Army 
Services  fell  short  of  the  gross  esti- 
mated expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of 
£109,207  2s.  3d. 


Me.  WILLIAM  BUTHEBFORD  said 
he  gathered  from  the  so-called  explanation 
given  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
that  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  had 
investigated  these  items  and  made  a 
Beport.  In  these  Army  accounts  tiiere 
was  a  sum  of  £256,367  which  had  been 
spent  without  the  authority  of  this 
House  or  of  a  Committee  of  this  House. 
Then  there  was  one  item  consisting  of 
£12,562  spent  upon  the  Volunteers.  He 
wanted  to  know  on  what  branch  of  the 
Volunteers  that  money  was  sprait.  He 
wanted  some  explanation  also  about  the 
expenditure  for  provisions,  forage,  and 


/v  \  hh.  X  xi.  t  i.   •      -J    f     -i  :    I  other  suppUes,  of  £115,062.  Why  should 

(b.)  That  the  receipts  maid  of  certam   ^^^^  ^^V^^  ^^  spent  before  Authority 

had  been  received  from  this  House  to 
spend  it  1  The  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee said  two  years  ago 


Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
of.  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of 
£8,475  7s.  lOd.,  as  shown  in  Column 
No.  3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ; 
while  the  receipts  in  aid  of  other  Army 
Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such 
receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  £383,643 16s.  2d. 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said 
appended  Schedule ;  so  that  the  total 
actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  Grants  for 
Army  Services  exceeded  the  total  esti- 
mated receipts  by  the  net  sum  of 
£375,168  8s.  4d. 


The  CHAIBMAN  saia  that  the  Beport 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  two 
years  ago  was  not  before  the  House. 
Besides,  it  could  have  no  bearing  on  the 
question  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  BUTHEBFOBD  said 
that  with  deference  to  the  Chairman  he 
would  like  to  read  an  extract  to  show  that 


j  this  practice  was   objected   to   by   the 
(c.)    That    the    resulting    difEerences    pu^jjic  Accounts  Committee, 
between  the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Army  i 


Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as 
follows,  viz. : — 


Total  Surpluses 
Total  Deficits     • 

Net  Surplus 


£ 
701,636 
217,260 


s. 

8 

17 


d. 

5 

10 


£484,375     10    7 


Mr.  McKENNA  said  the  practice  was 
enjoined  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  BUTHEBFOBD  said 
that  if  this  particular  Besolution  was 
imposed  when  there  was  a  war  going  on,  or 
when  they  were  winding  up  a  war,  then  he 
could  imderstand  it.  There  were  circum- 
stances tmder  which  this  kind  of  practice 
might  be  resorted  to ;  but  there  was  no 
emergency  now. 

The  CHAIBMAN  sfid  that  he  had 
ahead}  ruled  two  or  three  times  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  out  of  order. 

Sir  E.  CABSON  called  attention  to 
and  have  also  temporarily  authorised  the  the  fact  that  the  Public  Accounts 
appUcation  of  so  much  of  the  said  total  |  Committee  had  not  published  their 
surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Army  i  Beport  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  ,,  ^^  ^  ^^„  „ ,  ^  . ,  .  ,  ,  ^ 
said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  it  had  been 
Army  Services.  pointed  out  that  this  expenditure  was 

controlled  in  two  ways — ^firstly,  by  the 
2.  Motion   made,   and   Question   pro-    Comptroller  and  Auditor-General,   and, 
posed,   "  That  the  application   of  such    secondly,  by  the  Public  Accounts  Corn- 
sums  be  sanctioned." — {Mr.  MrKenna.)   mittee.     It  was  clear  that  the  Public 


And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tem- 
porarily authorised  the  application,  in 
reduction  of  the  net  charge  on  Exche- 
quer Grants  for  certain  Army  Services, 
of  the  whole  of  the  sums  received  in 
excess  of  the  estimated  Appropriation- 
in-Aid,  in  respect  of  the  same  services, 
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Accounts  Committee  had  not  rendered 
to  the  House  of  Commons  their  Report 
on  the  matter,  and  as  the  House  was 
deprived  of  this  safeguard  he  begged  to 
move  to  report  progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  progres  ; 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr. 
Claude  Hay.) 

VPhb  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldaxg,  Haddington)  said 
this  matter  had  been  investigated  by 
a  Committee  presided  over  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Derbyshire,  than  whom,  he  ventured 
to  say,  there  was  no  more  trusted  Mem- 
ber of  this  House.  He  wished  to  know 
from  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
the  only  reason  why  the  Report  had  not 
been  published  was  that  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  was  ill,  and 
that  had  delayed  the  publication  of 
their  Report.  He  would  ako  ask  whether 
these  items  had  not  been  investigated 
by 'the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General. 
Was  the  suggestion  that  these  items 
were  new  when  they  were  part  of  the 
accounts  of  1905-61  As  to  the  amount 
Teqnired  in  regard  to  provisions,  forage 
and  other  supplies,  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  pointed  out  that  the 
number  of  soldiers  on  the  establishment 
during  the  current  year  was  in  excess 
of  what  was  estimated  for,  and  further 
provision  had  to  be  made  which  amounted 
to  £59,000  out  of  £119,000.  There  were 
also  a  number  of  mules  which  had  to  be 
provided  for. 


Ma.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH  (Derby- 
shire, W.)  said  it  was  most  unfortunate 
that  they  should  have  to  take  this 
appropriation  prior  to  the  Report  of  the 
Public  Accoimts  Committee,  but  owing 
to  the  illness  of  an  official  they  were 
compelled  to  do  so. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
objected  to  passing  these  proposals 
without  the  protection  of  the  Report  of 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  He 
supported  the  Motion  to  report  progress. 

Mr.  MoKENNA  said  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  take  it  from  him  that  the 
rublic  Accounts  Committee  had  passed 
every  one  of  these  items. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  inquired  if  there  was 
any  precedent  for  passing  these  Resolu- 
tions before  the  presentation  of  the 
Report  of  tiie  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  McKENNA  could  not  say  whether 
there  was  or  not,  but  at  all  events  he 
pointed  out  that  the  Committee  had 
before  it  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General. 

Mr.  hicks  beach  (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury)  said  a  similar  point  was 
taken  against  these  Resolutions  last  year 
by  the  then  Opposition. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  thought  the 
Committee  should  agree  to  his  Motion 
to  report  progress.  • 

Question  put.  '   ^ 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  32  ; 
Noes,  252.     (Division  List  No.  285.) 


Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Bakarres,  Ixn-d 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry.N.) 
Beach.Hn.  Xichael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bottomley,  Horatio 
Bridgeman,  W.  dive 
Canon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edv.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 


Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.Acland(Chnstchuich) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Astbnry,  John  Meir 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,B.) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 


AYES. 

Courthope,  6.  Loyd  | 

Craig,  Chas  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.)   \ 
Dalrymple,  Viscount  \ 

Fetherstonihaugh,  Oodfrey  i 

Finch,  Bt.  Hoi.  George H. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
HerTey,F.W.F.(BiiryS.Edm'da 
Hill,  Henry  StaTeley(StaS'8h.) 
Lane- Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S.) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 

N0E8. 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Benn,Sir  J.  William8(DeTopn'rt) 

Benn,W.(T'w'rHamlets,S.Geo.) 

U2 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Tatrens 
Roberts,  S.  ( Sheffield, Eoolesall) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Thomson,  W.  MitcheU-(Lanark 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Wolfi,  Gustav  Wilhehn 
Younger,  George 

TlLLBBS   JOB  THB  ATIS — Vi.. 

Claude  Hay  and  Mr.  Bowles. 


Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Black,Athur  W.  (Bedfwdshire) 

Boland,  John 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brodie,  H.  a 
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Bmnner,  J.F.L.<Lancs.,  Leigh) 

Bryce.Bt.  Hn.  Jame8(Aberdeen) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybam 

Bnmyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Buxton,  Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 

Bylee,  William  PoUaid 

Carr-Gomin,  H.  W. 

Caiiston,Rt.Hn.RichardBJught 

Cheethun,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Bt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C.  Ooddard 

Qough,  W. 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Couins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collin8,SirWm.J.(S,Pancras.W) 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

tiorbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Corbett,  C.H(Sus8ei,E.GrintB'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemonth) 

Crean,  Engene 

Crooks,  WiDiam 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Cnllinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  8.) 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh.  S.) 

Dolan,  Charles  JoBeph 

Duckworth,  James 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,Major£.Martin(Walsali ) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Fanell,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  B. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gin,  A.  H. 

Ginnell,  L. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Olendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Halpin,  J. 

Hammond,  John 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (SufiEolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale)  j 
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Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Kendal(Tipperary  VBA 

O'Connor,  Jame8(Wicklow,  W.) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Onnor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Hare,  Patrick 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James  ^  ' 

O'Shaughnessy,  F.  J.. 

Paul,  Herbert 

Pearce,  Robert  (StafCs.  Leek) 

Philipp8,Col.  Ivor  (S'thampt'n) 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,CentraI) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.  (Bradford.?. 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy,  A.  RoUand 

Raphael,  Herbert 

Redmond,John  E.  (WateifoidT 

Redmond,  William  (dare) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Richards.Thomas  (W.Monm'tb 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (DenBighs.) 

Robinson,  S. 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Clevelandy 

Scott,A.H.(A8hton  underLyne^ 

Seely,  Major  J.  B. 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  RfHon.  T.  (Hawiok^B.> 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Simon,  John  Allsebrook 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  8.> 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanley,Hon.A.LynIph(Chesb.> 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Sonderlaod) 

Snllivan,  Donall 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Tennant,  Sir  E.  (tialiabary) 

Toulmin,  George 

tJre,  Alezande^ 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tvdor 

Ward,W.Dudley(Southamptoit 

Wa8on,John  Cathcart( Orkney)) 

Watt,  H.  Anderson 

Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 

Weir,  James  Gkdloway 

Whitbread,  Howard 

White,    Gfeorge  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire)) 

WWte,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Nor«h)l 

Whitehead,.RowlaDd 


Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Eender8on,J.M.(Aberdeen,  W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Ool.  Ivor  (Mon.,  S.) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Hope,W.Bateman(Somerset,N. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Illin^orth,  Percy  H. 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William(CamarTon8hire) 

Jowett,  P.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donpgal,  W.) 

Leese,  SirJoscphF.(Accrington) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lnndon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Lsicester) 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,8.) 

MacVeigh,  Chas.  (Donegal,  E.) 

M'Callimi,  John  M. 

M'Hugh,  Pa'trick  A. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 

Marks,G.  Croydon  (Lannceston) 

Meagher,  Michael 

Menzies,  Walter 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murnaghan,  Gieorge 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nicholls,  (^orge 

Nicholson,  Cfaas.N.  (DonoaetTr) 

Nolan,  Joseph 
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WMey,  J.  H.  (HaUfu) 
yfWa,  Akxamder 
WBamit  J.  (OUmocgkn) 
Wmumson.  A. 


Wilaan.  Henry  i.  (York,  W.R.) 
Vmwn,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Winfny.B. 
Wod«b(m•^Lotd(Norfolk.  Mid) 


TiLLiBS  roB  m  No: 
Whiteley    aod    Mr.    J. 
Fea8( 


Mb. 

A. 


Original  Queetion  a({ftm  propoeed. 

Mb.  CLA.UDE  HAY  drew  attention  to 
the  item  of  £39,458  excess  over  estimated 
ft088  expenditure  on  War  Office  salaries 
and  niacelianeoos  charges,  and  asked  the' 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  would 
give  some  explanation.  He  also  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  this  very  large 
figure  would  not  reappear  in  the  Esti- 
mates, because  if  such  a  large  excess  were 
allowed  to  arise  on  this  item  there  must  be 
even  worse  organisation  at  headquarters 
than  the  House  had  been  led  to  think. 

Hb.  HALDANE  said  if  the  hon. 
Oentleman  had  taken  the  trouble  he 
could  easily  have  ascertained  the  cause 
of  this  excess.  The  late  House  of 
Commons  resolved  to  reorganise  the 
"War  Office  and  for  that  purpose  appointed 
the  Esher  Committee.which  made  certain 
loggestions  as  to  departmental  changes, 
the  carrying  out  of  which  required  new 


offices  ond  a  fresh  sta£E.  The  co3t  was 
nearly  £40,000.  The  changes  were 
directed  to  be  made  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  were  provided  for  by  transfers 
which  the  accounts  now  regularised. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gkntleman 
was  rather  unfur  to  his  hon.  friend, 
who,  of  course,  was  not  receiving 
a  salary  in  connection  with  the 
Department.  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  good  enough  to 
explain  how  the  sum  of  £33,492,  balances 
irrecoverable,  came  about. 

Ms.  HALDANE  said  the  Appropriation 
Account  for  1904-  5,  which  was  accessible 
to  every  hon.  Member  in  the  Library^ 
showed  on  page  112,  details  of  the 
balances  irrecoverable  and  claims  aban- 
doned or  insufficiently  accounted  for 
during  the  War  in  South  Africa. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Schedule. 


1 

.Angr  8«Tl0M,  U04-iaOB. 
Vote*. 

Oraa  SzpMdIMn. 

ApproprlaUoiM  la  Aid. 

1 

BZOMMI  of 

Actual  ovar 

Estimated 

Orow 

Bxpotditara 

1. 

SorplaM*  o( 
orar  Actml 
KxpandlKii*. 

S. 

DeflotendMof 
Actual  w 

coiKparad  »tth 
IiUiiiMed 
lt«c«lpta. 

A 

SurphMMflf 

ActoalM 

oomparad  with 

BnlmatMl 

B«c«lpta 

4. 

1 

10 

u 

IS 
18 

u 
u 

18 

Ftj,  «o.,  of  Jmaj  {Otrnmi  StaO,  Btgl- 

MUitU :  Pajr.  Baaatjr.  *c  •      •      ■      • 
ImpnW  Tmoisut  :  Pajr  uid  AIIowsdow 
VofimtMr  Cotp*  :  Psy  and  Allowuiees   • 
Trontpoit  and  KamoiuU    •       .       •       . 
ProTldoiu,  Corace,  and  otbar  SappIlM      -. 
CloUiliigBMablbliiiiMiU,  and  SottIom     • 
WaiUka  and  oUmt  Stora :  Supply  and 

Wo^Adldlnga  and  B^pata:   Oiwt,' 
bwlndlv  SUS  tot  KoglDMt  SwvioM  - 

War  Oflloe:  SalariM  and  MlawllaiMoa* 
CbargM  ....... 

IToiMffacttn  Cbama  for  Men,  Aa.  • 

«      ad. 

ll,MiM   6 
116,082  16  U 

10,186  U    6 

1.211  14  11 
7,017  12    8 

88,468    7    8 

86,676  16    9 

88,481    8  10 

«      l-d. 

ie6,8i«    6  11 

Its  19    1 

68,t7»    1    9 

4atl»  10    8 

wnii  8 
it,aM  10  10 

8a,771U   8 

14,75    1    8 
4,8U16    2 

M      ad. 

^            • 

1,617  U    • 

4,617  10    8 
1.867    7    8 

MU    9 

£       I.A 

7,761    1  U 
^a87    6    7 

770  11    1 

M7    6    8 

ia0,8U9  IS    1 

16,1»  14    8 

l.wnt  8  8 
8U17  t  8 
22,860  11     8 

2,««7  U    9 

10,188  16    7 
18,881  19    2 

lt«,887    8    8 

886,674    6    6 

8^476    7  10 

888M8  16    2 

Net  Surplw,  A  109,207    2    I 


Net  Snrplna  £876.188    8    4 


Suijdai  sturendered  to  the  Exchequer 
Beaolutiona  to  be  reported  this  day. 


£484,375  10s.  7d. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


683  Sale  of  Intoxicating  {COMMONS}        Liquors  (Ireland)  BUI.  584 


COLONIAL  MARRIAGES  BILL. 
Older  for  the  Secoad  Reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  this  was  a  Bill 
of  real  importance,  and  it  was  not  his 
fault  if  it  came  on  at  a  quarter  to  one  in 
the  morning.  The  proposal  in  the  Bill 
was  that  a  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister  celebrated  in  a  Colony  where  it  was 
legal  was  to  be  treated  in  this  country  as 
legal.  With  that  proposition  he  did  not 
quarrel.  It  was  a  reasonable  concession  to 
make.  He  ventured  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  could  see  their  way  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  generallv 
to  all  the  marriage  laws  of  the  Colonies. 
The  larger  question  of  the  Deceased  Wife's 
Sister's  Bill  did  not  appear  to  arise  in  this 
case,  but  with  regard  to  the  suggestion  he 
had  made  he  would  like  to  have  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen's  views. 

♦The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Churchill, 
Ma3iche8ter,N.W.)  said  the  noble  Lord  was 
quite  right :  the  general  Question  of  the 
deceased  wife's  sister  did  not  arise  in  this 
Bill  in  any  way.  The  argument  for  this 
Bill  was  solely  the  Colonial  argument. 
It  had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Colonial  Office  on  previous  occasions  that 
there  was  a  real  grievance  connected 
with  marriages  of  this  class  contracted 
in  the  Colonies.  Great  pain  was  caused 
to  people  whose  marriage  was  quite 
legal  in  the  Colonies,  but  who,  when  they 
came  over  to  this  country  found  them- 
selves under  a  social  and  almost  a  moral 
stigma,  and  who  were  in  addition  to  that 
exposed  to  a  disability  in  respect  of 
inheriting  real  estate.  That  the  (3ovem- 
ment  desired  to  remove.  Our  Colonies 
woidd  cordially  welcome  the  removal,  and 
it  would  be  regarded  throughout  the 
Empire  as  a  graceful  and  wise  act  on  the 
part  of  this  House.  His  noble  friend, 
whose  view  on  this  point  he  himself 
shared,  asked  why  not  make  it  more 
general  ?  Why  fix  it  to  one  particular 
degree.  The  Government  were  very 
anxious  to  do  that  because  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Colonial  Office  acted  in 
this  question  was  to  make  the  procedure 


of  the  marriage  laws  of  the  Colonies  legal 
in  this  coimtry.  But  upon  investigation 
great  difficulties  were  discovered  of  an 
indefini'e  character.  It  would  be  going 
somewhat  beyond  the  limits  to  which  they 
were  prepared  to  go  to  say  that  real 
estate  in  this  country  should  change 
hands  in  pursuance  of  any  law  of  marriagft 
that  should  be  made  in  the  Colonies. 
That  would  be  going  beyond  the  principl© 
the  Government  admitted.  He  hoped, 
this  explanation  would  enable  the  House 
to  come  to  a  decision  upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  only  desired  to  emphasise  what 
the  hon.  Grentleman  had  said.  When 
he  wM  in  Australia  in  the  previous. 
year  he  found  there  was  a  very  strong 
feeling  about  this  matter.  There  wa» 
a  perfectly  unanimous  feeing  in  favour 
of  this  Bill,  which  would  be  received  in 
the  Colonies  in  general,  and  in  Austialiii 
in  particular,  with  general  satisfaction. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk, 
N.)  said  he  could  not  help  thinking  it  waa 
unfortunate  that  the  Government  had  not 
thought  fit  to  adopt  the  larger  view  on 
this  question  which  would  have  covered 
the  Colonial  question.  By  this  BiU  the 
Government  had  established  a  principle 
in  favour  of  the  rich  as  against  the  poor. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUOKS 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

As^amended  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

Mn.tCULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.)  said 
he  understood  an  arrangement  had  beoa 
made  between  the  promoters  and  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill,  which  would  save 
the  House  a  prolonged  cont^st^on  thia 
occasion. 


Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  said  he 
in  charge  of  this  Bill  and  he  knew  of  no 
arrangement  having  been  made  beyond 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Sale  of  Intoxicating  {30  JULY  1906}        Liquors  (Irelaml)  Bill.         586 


585 

die  compromise  made  in  the  Committee 
npstaiis.  With  the  compromse  he  had 
nothing  to  do.  He  was  prepared  to 
accept  it,  but  said  that  under  the  cir- 
cnmstances,  as  he  had  not  been  consulted 
in  any  way,  he  should  reserve  to  himself 
the  right  to  oppose  the  Bill  at  its  further 
stages.  For  any  other  arrangement  he 
took  no  responsibility  whatever.  So 
far  as  he  was  personally  concerned 
the  arrangement  or  compromise  originally 
made  had  been  accepted  reluctaiitly  by 
snne  in  order  to  get  the  contents  of  the 
Bill  as  now  amended,  and  he  trusted 
the  Bill  as  amended  would  now  be  passed 
without  any  other  compromise  being 
entered  into. 


Mb.  CULLINAN  said  under  those 
oifBomstanoes  he  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  Hne  6,  to  leare  out  from  the 
votd  'nnti],'  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  and 
insert  the  worda  'the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  nine  hnndred  and  ten 
■■d  DA  loofier  aolemi  Parliament  shall  other- 
wise determine,  and  on  the  said  day  all  the 
provisions  of  any  Act  now  in  force  reguUtiog 
the  hoars  of  opening  or  keeping  open  of  any 
pieniisee  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  iiqaors  on 
Snnday,  and  shall  come  into  operation  and 
take  effect  aa  if  this  Act  had  not  been 
passed. '"—(ilfr.  CW/tnan,)— instead  thereof. 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
piqiosed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill" 


♦MilT.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  said 
the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast  had  correctly 
explained  what  had  occurred.  The  com- 
promise was  unanimously  accepted  by 
the  Standing  Committee.  It  was  quite 
true  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
approve  of  it,  and  that  a  great  many 
of  his  temperance  friends  did  the  same 
thing,  but  there  it  was.  Within  the  last 
hour  he  (Mr.  Russell)  had  had  some 
conversation  with  certain  of  his  friends 
and  with  some  of  the  opponents  of  the 
Bin, who  were  prepared  to  let  it  go  through 
if  tiie  limit  for  bona  fide  travellers  was 
made  five  miles  outside  the  five  exempted 
cities  instead  of  six.  Having  regard  to 
the  period  of  the  session  and  with  the 
pniBpeots  of  a  stormy  night  before  him — 
MoiMue    he    remembered    twenty-eight 


years  ago  when  the  House  sat  up  all 
through  the  night  to  pass  the  original 
BiU,  and  when  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
Bright  specially  sat  up  to  assist  in 
carrying  it — he  consulted  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  South  Dublin,  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Trinity  College,  the 
hon.  Members  for  East  Clare,  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Meath  and  others. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast  was 
not  in  his  place,  or  he  would  also  have 
consulted  him.  Looking  at  the  period 
of  the  session  and  believing  as  he  did 
that  there  was  not  very  much  difference 
between  making  the  limit  five,  and 
making  it  six  miles,  so  far  as  the  five 
exempted  cities  were  concerned,  he  had 
consented  to  that  arrangement.  He  was 
willing  to  accept  the  compromise.  While 
he  was  perfecJy  willing  to  accept 
the  arrangement  come  to,  he  could  bind 
nobody  but  himseH  It  rested  with  his 
hon.  mends  opposite  to  say  what  they 
thought  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  saidihe  wished  to  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  introduced  this  Bill, 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast,  to 
fall  in  with  the  suggestion  which  had 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone.  After  all,  this  was  a 
great  opportunity  lor  dealing  with  a 
question  which  had  been  very  warmly 
discussed  for  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years.  He  thought  this  was  an 
opportunity  that  ought  not  to  be 
thrown  away.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Tyrone  had  said, 
the  Bill  as  it  now  came  before  the  House 
was  a  compromise.  They  knew  per- 
fectly well  it  was  impossible  by  a  com- 
promise to  please  everybody.  There 
would  be  extremists  on  both  sides,  who 
would  declare  themselves  quite  unsatis- 
fied. The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
and  others  had  been  attacked  for  accep- 
ting this  compromise  by  the  extreme 
temperance  party  in  Ireland,  and  those 
interested  in  the  licensed  trade  in  Ireland 
had  been  assailed  for  having  consented 
to  the  compromise.  They  could  no* 
possibly  please  everybody,  and  the  only 
thing  they  could  hope  to  do  was  to 
satisfy  the  great  bulk  of  people  upon 
both  sides.  It  was  quite  true  to  say 
that  this  Bill  represented  a  compromise 
which   had   the   support   of   the    great 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Sale  of  Intoxieating  {COMMONS}         Liquors  (Ireland)  BiU.         688 


687 

bulk  on  both  sides  in  this  (jueation 
in  Ireland.  The  only  thing  which  had 
occuired  that  night  was  that  a  further 
extension  of  the  compromise  had  been 
proposed  by  those  who  still  opposed  the 
Bill.  That  further  exteusion  demanded 
the  reduction  of  the  limit  for  the  bona  fide 
traveller  around  the  large  cities  in 
Ireland  from  six  miles  to  five  miles.  As 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  had 
said  there  were  a  great  many  districts  in 
the  country  where  the  bona  fide  traveller 
question  was  not  a  strong  one.  When  it 
was  proposed  in  Grand  Committ^  to 
reduce  the  original  limit  from  seven  miles 
to  six  miles  it  was  objected  to  from  both 
sides.  There  were  those  who  got  up  and 
said  that  six  miles  was  too  small  a  limit 
to  fix,  and  others  got  up  and  said  that  six 
miles  was  too  great  a  limit.  So  that  it 
was  impossible  to  do  more  than  arrive 
at  a  figure  which  commanded  general 
support  all  round.  The  figure  six  was  in 
the  Bill,  and  it  was  now  proposed  by  those 
Gentlemen  who  still  opposed  the  Measure, 
and  whose  opposition  was  entitled — 
although  it  represented  a  minority — to 
the  greatest  possible  respect  and  attention 
— that  the  compromise  should  be  further 
extended  by  making  the  figure  five  instead 
of  six.  The  Member  for  South  Belfast 
had  said  he  did  not  like  the  compromise 
at  all.  In  Belfast  the  extreme  temper- 
ance reformers  bitterly  attacked  the 
compromise,  and  the  only  large  public 
meeting  held  in  reference  to  the  Bill  was 
held  by  the  extreme  temperance  Party, 
who  protested  against  the  compromise. 
In  view  of  these  circumstances  he  thought 
he  might  appeal  with  great  confidence  to 
the  House  not  to  allow  that  opportunity 
to  pass  of  doing  something  which  was 
reiUy  desired  by  the  vast  bulk  of  the 
Irish  people.  There  were  extremists  on 
both  sides,  those  who  thought  the  Bill 
went  too  far  and  those  who  thought  that 
it  did  not  go  far  enough ;  but  taking 
the  general  mass  of  public  opinion  in 
Ireland,  represented  in  this  House  and 
outside  of  it,  and  judging  it  by  every  test 
they  could  apply,  the  vast  bulk  of  the 
Irish  people  did  ask  for  this  Bill.  He 
would  earnestly  appeal  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Belfast,  in  view  of  the  time 
of  the  session  and  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  dealing  with  matters  of  this  kind, 
to  further  extend  the  compromise  so 
a.-  to  allow  the  Bill  to  leave  the  House 

Mr.  William  Redmond 


and  go  to  the  people  of  Ireland  with 
the  unanimous  assent  and  approval 
of  the  different  Parties  concerned.  He 
arimitted  that  the  good  effect  of  the  Bill 
would  be  spoiled  if  it  left  the  House  after 
heated  discussions  and  after  some  re- 
criminations had  been  indulged  in.  This 
was  a  genuine  and  honest  attempt  to 
deal  with  what  had  been  regarded  as  a 
need  in  Ireland.  An  oppoiturity  was 
given  of  having  an  unanimous  decision, 
and  he  appeal^  earnestly  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Belfast  to  accept  the 
compromise,  to  recognise  that  it  was  the 
general  sense  of  the  House  and  to  make 
the  best  of  it.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Belfast  and  himself  did  not  agree 
on  many  other  questions,  but  on  this 
question  they  did  agree,  and  he  again  asked 
his  hon.  friend  to  join  with  him  in  pro- 
moting in  Ireland  a  genuine  measure  of 
reform. 

Mr.  SLOAN  said  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  made 
a  very  strong  appeal  to  the  House, 
and  especially  to  himself  as  being  techni- 
cally in  charge  of  the  Bill,  to  agree  to 
this  compromise.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone,  when  this  Bill  was  in 
Ck>inmittee,  had  regarded  with  the  utmost 
contempt  any  suggestion  of  making  the 
limit  five  miles  instead  of  six.  The  Com- 
mittee agreed  to  the  limit  of  six  miles, 
although  one  or  two  Members  protested 
against  it.  They  had  been  fighting  for 
this  Bill  for  thirty  years.  Two  Royal 
Commissions  had  approved  of  the  Bill, 
which  had  passed  the  House  of  Commons 
on  two  or  three  occasions  and  had  also 
passed  the  House  of  Lords.  It  was 
desired  to  get  Sunday  closing  in  the 
five  exempteii  cities  under  the  Act  of 
1878,  to  get  nine  o'clock  closing  on 
Saturday  night  in  those  cities,  and  to  have 
the  bona  fide  traveller  limit  extended  from 
three  miles  to  six  miles.  If  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  was  correct  in 
what  he  stated  that  the  bofia  fide  traveller 
did  not  matter  very  much  in  the  country 
districts,  why  was  it  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Clare  was  anxious  to  have  the 
country  towns  exempted  from  any 
extension  under  the  Bill  %  The  present 
limit  was  three  miles,  and  his  hon.  friend 
wanted  it  to  remain  that.  The  Grand 
Committee  agreed  to  the  compromise 
arranged    between    the    licensed    trade 
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and  the  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  and 
in  that  form  the  Bill  had  come  down  to 
the  House.  Three  hours  ago  there  was 
not  in  this  House  a  stronger  opponent 
of  any  further  compromise  to  the  bona 
fif  traveller  than  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  sat  down. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  BEDMOND  said 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  perfectly 
right  in  saying  that  he  was  prepared 
to  stand  by  the  arrangement  made 
in  Grand  Committee,  and  he  was  pre- 
pared to  do  so  still  if  necessary,  but  he 
recognised  that  it  was  an  important  thing 
for  the  future  of  the  Bill  and  its  good  work 
that  it  should  leave  the  House  if  possible 
with  the  unanimous  assent  of  all  parties. 
He  thought  he  was  promoting  a  good 
gpirit  and  doing  a  good  work  in  making 
this  further  concession.  He  asked  his 
hon.  friends  not  to  send  the  Bill  to  Ireland 
fmn  this  House  after  it  had  caused  heat 
and  discussion. 

Mb.  SLOAN  said  he  was  sorry  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  held  him 
guilty  of  recriminations. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  said  re- 
criminations would  serve  no  purpose. 

Mr.  SLOAN  said  he  was  not  guilty 
of  recriminations,  but  at  the  same  time 
he  wished  to  point  out  that  they  who 
were  in  favour  of  the  whole  Bill  had 
sacrificed  a  considerable  part  of  it. 
Although  they  did  not  care  for  the  Bill 
as  amended  they  accepted  it  in  the 
spirit  in  which  it  had  been  given.  They 
were  not  prepared  to  make  further 
oonoessions  at  two  hours  notice,  and  if 
these  concessions  were  made  they  would 
break  down  the  original  compromise. 
He  asked  those  hon.  Members  who 
were  prepared  to  do  their  best  to  support 
him  to  give  him  what  was  reasonable 
and  fair.  He  asked  the  House  to  con- 
sider, in  view  of  this  further  compromise, 
the  great  concessions  they  had  abeady 
made,  and  having  made  these  con- 
cessions they  should  certainly  get  the 
Bill  without  any  farther  compromise 
or  any  further  concessions.  He  was 
wrry  he  could  not  give  way  to  the  strong  ' 


appeal  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Oare,  but  on  the  ground  of  principle  he 
could  not  do  it. 

BJk.  J.  P.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  Col- 
lege Green)  said  that  as  one  of  those- 
who  led  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  when, 
it  was  first  before  the  House  he  was 
willing  to  withdraw  his  opposition  in 
view  of  the  compromise  arrived  at.  As 
to  the  suggestion  that  there  was  to  be- 
no  finality  in  this  question  of  temperance 
legislation,  he  thought  the  time  had 
arrived  when  a  proper  trial  should  be- 
given  to  the  compromise  arrived  at  here 
before  any  other  legislation  of  the- 
character  suggested  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Belfast  was  attempted. 
He  was  therefore  prepared  to  accept  the- 
compromise  referred  to  by  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Tyrone- 
and  on  his  part  to  withdraw  further 
opposition  to  the  Bill. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (DubUn,  S.) 
said  he  would  only  interpose  for  a  moment 
or  two.  It  was  quite  true,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  had  said,  that 
that  hon.  Gentleman  was  good  enough  to 
approach  him  in  regard  to  a  compromise. 
Since  then  he  had  heard  from  time  to- 
time  what  had  been  the  negotiations  in 
progress.  He  could  quite  sympathise 
with  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Belfast  in  the  view  he  took,  namely,  that 
after  many  years  of  hard  labour,  with  a 
very  clear  perception  in  their  minds  of 
what  they  wanted,  the  hon.  Gentlemaui 
and  his  fnends  had  got,  as  they  believed, 
within  reach  of  their  goal ;  and  now  they 
saw  that  under  the  compromise,  if  they 
accepted  it,  they  must  consent  to  take 
something  less.  He  therefore  quite  sym- 
pathised with  him  in  the  view  he  took, 
that  he  was  unable  at  present  to  agree  to 
the  suggestion  before  the  House.  Might 
he  point  out  to  him  that  there  was  no 
question  upon  which  legislation  pro- 
ceeded so  entirely  by  compromise  as  this 
question  of  temperance  legislation  ? 
Going  back  in  memory  twenty-five  years 
to  the  legislative  proposals  made  in  this 
House  in  regard  to  temperance  legislation 
ajSecting  England,  he  ventured  to  say 
that  the  advocates  of  temperance  would 
have  been  wise  if  they  had  accepted  the 
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compromise  that  might  then  have  been 
made  instead  of  rejecting  it  because  it 
did  not  go  the  length  they  desired. 
What  was  the  position  at  the  present 
moment  ?  If  his  hon.  friend,  in  the  desire 
to  get  all  that  he  wanted,  refused  to 
accept  this  oompromise,  and  invited  the 
House  to  a  prolonged  contest  which 
might  be  waated,  he  would  abandon  and 
render  fruitless  all  the  work  which  had 
been  done  up  to  the  present  time,  and  for 
what  ?  After  ail,  the  concession  was  not 
a  very  great  one.  He  believed  it  was 
quite  true  to  say  that  the  hona  fide 
traveller  question  was  only  really  im- 
portant in  the  towns.  The  difEerence  of 
one  mile  was  not  a  very  ierious  difEerence, 
rnd  he  would  appeal  to  his  hon.  friend  to 
consider  whether,  in  the  interests  of  the 
cause  of  which  he  was  an  advocate,  and 
on  behalf  of  which  he  had  laboured  so 
hard,  it  would  not  be  better  to  take  only 
half  a  loaf — even  if  he  regarded  it  ao — ^tiian 
to  rqect  it,  and  to  leave  the  question 
where  it  was;  which  possibly  meant  a 
postponement  for  two  or  three  years,  or 
even 'more,  before  they  got  any  satisfac- 
tory settlement. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  We  have  already  taken 
the  half  loaf. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  his  hon. 
friend  remarked  that  he  had  already 
taken  the  half  loaf,  but  he  had  not, 
because  if  the  concession  was  not  agreed 
upon  now  the  half-loaf  would  have 
to  be  thrown  aside.  But  if  he  made 
that  concession  he  would  pass  this  Bill, 
which  still  went  very  far,  and  would 
be  a  great  deal  better  than  nothing. 
It  was  to  take  upon  himself  a  great 
responsibility  if  he  rejected  this  pro- 
posal, which  had  been  made  in  the 
interests  of  peace,  and  in  the  interests 
of  temperance.  It  was  better  to  oom- 
promise, and  to  make  that  large  advance 
in  the  cause  in  which  many  of  them  were 
interested,  and  which  certainly  in  Ireland 
occupied  a  position  quite  different  from 
that  which  it  occupied  in  England. 
There  was  much  more  general  agreement 
there,  and  there  was,  he  believed,  a  general 
consensus  of  opinion  that  they  ought  to 
proceed  on  the  lines  now  proposed. 

Mr.  CULLINAN,  on  behalf  of 
those  who   had  very  strongly   opposed 

Mr.  Walter  Long. 


the  Bill,  desired  to  say  that  they 
had  given  way  to  a  great  ex'^ent  and 
they  had  been  anxious,  if  possible,  to 
meet  their  opponento  half  way  in  an 
arrangement  of  this  kind,  with  the 
object  that  had  been  explained  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Clare,  namely, 
that  this  question  might  be  se.tled  in  a 
manner  to  make  for  peace.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  begged  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Motion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) 
moved,  "  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  8,  at  end 
to  add  'notwithstanding  anything  in  any 
public  or  local  Act.' "  He  said  he  proposed 
this  Amendment  really  to  give  effect  to 
the  intentions  of  the  promoters.  That 
intention,  as  expressed  in  the  Bill,  was 
that  this  first  clause  should  extend  to 
the  whole  of  the  metropolitan  poUoe 
district,  and  the  clause  actually  said  so. 
It  said  that  this  Act  of  1878  should  extend 
to  the  whole  of  vhe  metropolitan  police 
district.  The  intention  there  was 
perfectly  clear,  but  unfortunately  the 
words  chosen  did  not  carry  out  that  in- 
tention. The  reason  was  that  a  local  Act, 
passed  for  Dublin  in  the  year  1900,  con- 
tained a  section  which  excluded  a  small 
area  then  added  to  the  City  of  Dublin  from 
the  law  regulating  the  rest  of  the  City  of 
Dublin.  What  he  proposed  to  do  was 
simply  to  repeal  by  implicatioa  the 
section  to  which  he  had  referred,  and 
thus  to  put  the  whole  of  the  metropolitan 
police  district  upon  the  same  footing.  If 
that  Amendment  was  not  carried  a  very 
great  anomaly  would  be  created.  They 
would  have  two  different  laws  regula- 
ting two  different  parts  of  the  City  of 
Dublin — ^two  different  laws  within  the 
same  municipality.  He  hoped  that, 
after  this  explanation,  his  AJnendment 
might  be  deemed  a  fair  and  reasonable 
proposition. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"la  pa^  1,  line  8,  at  end,  to  add  *'iiol- 
withHtanding  anything  in  any  pablic  or  local 
Act." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Me.  T.  W.  RU88BLL  moved— 

"  h  page  2,  line  2,  »t  end,  to  add  the  word*, 
'nothing  in  this  Act  shall  in  any  way  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  any  lioensed  person  who  is 
the  owner  or  lessee  cf  a  theatre,  mosio  hall,  or 
•ther  place  of  pablie  amnsement ;  and  all  snch 
persons  shall  have  the  same  rights  and 
pririleges  as  they  now  have  nndei  the  existing 
uoensing  law,   as  if  this  Act  had  not  bean 


He.  MOONET  (Newiy)  seconded  the 
Amendment. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Mb.  COOAN  (TTicklow,  E.)  moved  to 
insert — 

"  In  page  2,  line  10,  after  '  person,'  '  residing 
ot  lodging  in  the  metropolitan  polioe  district 
of  DnUin,  and  the  cities  of  Cork,  Waterford, 
Limerick,  and  Belfast.' " 


He.      CULLINAN      seconded      the 
Amendment. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  12,  to  leave  oat  'six  *  and 
insert  ' five.'  "—{Mr.  Cogan.) 


♦Me.  BABRIE  (Eondonderry,  N.)  said 
he  hoped  this  Amendment  would  not 
be  persisted  in.  Knowing  the  strong 
feeimg  there  was  in  Ireland  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing — a  feeling  not  confined 
to  the  north  of  Ireland — he  had  ventured 
to  put  down  an  Amendment  reinstating 
the  clause  relating  to  Sunday  closing.  In 
view,  however,  of  the  approaches  made 
to  him  by  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway,  and  being  anxious  that  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  into  law  should  not  be 
jeopardised  in  any  way,  he  consented  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment  which  stood 
in  his  name  on  the  understanding  that 
they  would  have  the  help  of  their  friends 
below  the  Gangway  in  adhering  to  the 
compromise  which  was  tmanimously 
arrived  at  upstairs.  He  ventured  very 
lespeotfully  to  submit  to  the  House  that 
that  compromise  should  be  loyally  ad- 
hered to.  It  was  a  unanimous  compro- 
mise. Those  in  Ireland  who  were 
anxious  for  Sunday  closing  felt  that 
the  country  was  ripe  for  it,  but  they 


decided  to  waive  their  objections,  and 
withdraw  their  Amendments,  believing 
that  the  Members  below  the  Ghtngway 
would  loyally  adhere  to  the  arrange- 
ment made  upstairs.  He  therefore  sub- 
mitted, as  a  matter  of  fair  play,  that  these 
Amendments  should  not  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  the  Bill  as  approved  and 
amended  upstairs  should  be  accepted  by 
the  House  in  the  same  spirit  as  prevailed 
in  Qrand  Committee.  He  would  only 
say  further  that  he  and  his  friends 
believed  the  real  gain  of  this  Bill,  as 
originally  framed,  was  total  Sunday 
closing.  All  the  other  gains,  which  they 
were  now  getting  were  very  small,  com- 
paratively speakmg,  but  they  accepted 
the  arrangement  made  in  view  of  the 
compromise,  and  in  the  spirit  of  that 
compromise,  and  for  these  reasons  he  did 
very  sincerely  hope  that  the  Amendment 
would  not  be  persisted  in. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he 
was  delighted  to  find  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  so  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
BiU  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been 
left  by  the  Standing  Committee.  There 
were  great  difierences  of  opinion  in  Ireland 
upon  the  subject  of  the  five  or  six  miles. 
He  did  not  like  it.  He  would  have  liked 
the  original  Bill.  But  none  who  had 
spent  twenty  years  in  this  House  could 
fail  to  learn  one  lesson,  namely,  that  he 
could  not  get  everything  that  he  liked. 
It  was  one  of  the  finest  places  for  smash- 
ing or  destroying  ideals  to  be  found 
in  the  whole  world.  He  had  given  way 
that  night  and  consented  to  substitute 
five  miles  for  six  in  order  not  to  jeopardise 
the  Bill.  He  had  done  it  because  he 
thought  a  man  who  would  travel 
five  miles  for  a  drink  on  Sunday 
would  'travel  six,  and  that  the 
difierence  would  not  be  much,  after  all. 
He  was  told  it  would  cover  frequented 
places  round  Belfast,  it  would  cover 
nearly  the  whole  of  those  round  Dublin, 
and  it  would  cover  the  other  exempted 
cities.  At  all  events,  under  the  arrange- 
ment they  would  get  something,  and 
they  had  previously  got  nothing  for  the 
past  twenty-eight  years.  When  they 
consented  to  this  compromise,  it  was  also 
agreed  that  there  should  be  a  round  table 
conference  during  the  autumn,  at  which 
every  outstanding  question  of  temperance 
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legislation  should  be  discussed  between 
the  temperance  naxtj  and  the  trade,  and 
that  if  possible  an  airangement  should 
be  come  to  that  would  permit  an 
agreed  [Bill  next  |  session.  That  was 
a  vetyg  great  matter  to  anyone  in- 
terested in  temperance  reform,  and  he 
thought,  upon  the  whole,  the  reformers 
would  be  able  to  meet  their  friends  in 
Ireland.  Probably  they  would  agree 
with  him  before  they  were  much  older 
that  the  best  thing  had  been  done  under 
the  wVole  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mb.  SLOAN  said  if  the  hoil.  Mem- 
ber's epeech  were  pemutted  to  go 
without  reply  it  would  convey  the 
idea  that  if  he  had  not  accepted  this 
compromise  of  five  miles  the  Bill  would 
have  been  wrecked,  and  that  there  would 
have  been  no  hope  of  its  passing. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  said  jeo- 
pardised. 

Mb.  SLOAN  said  his  opinion  was  that, 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  those  who  sup- 
ported the  Bill,  had  stuck  to  their  guns, 
those  whose  [support  they  sought  in  this 
House  would  have  been  prepared  to  sit  the 
Bill  out,  and  to  see  it  ri^t  tlirough.  And 
therefore  it  was  wrong  to  say  that  that 
compromise  was  made  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  the  Bill.  He  coidd  not  under- 
stand why  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  had  agreed  to  the  com- 
promise of  taking  a  mfle  ofi  the  limit 
around  the  large  towns,  and  leaving  the 
country  districts  alone.  He  would  like 
some  explanation  from  his  hon.  friend 
why  the  country  districts  were  to  be  left 
alone. 

Mb.  T.  W.  [BUSSELL  said  he  had 
stated  that  the  real  difficulty  of  the  bona 
fide  traveller  question  centered  round  the 
largely  populated  cities.  Everybody  who 
knew  Ireland  was  well  aware  that  that  was 
the  case.  The  bona  fide  traveller  was  a 
nuisance   wherever   he    went,    but    the 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 


nuisance  was  a  compatathrely  small  one 
in  country  districts. 

Mb.  '  SLOAN  said  his  inform»- 
tion  was  altogether  difierent  from 
that.  He  did  not  know  what  the 
feeling  of  the  House  was  now  after  the 
speeches  which  had  just  been  delivered. 
Whether  it  would  be  necessary  on  some 
other  occasion  in  the  future  to  a^tate  for 
the  whole  Bill  he  did  not  know.  He 
hoped  the  Conference  which  it  was 
proposed  to  hold  in  the  autumn  would  be 
more  considerate  to  temperance  reformers' 
views  than  the  present  compromise. 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.)  said  the  limit  fixed  by  the 
compromise  was  going  very  low.  He 
would  much  rather  have  the  Bill  as  it 
came  from  the  Grand  Conuuittee,  and 
he  was  against  any  further  tampering 
which  would  tend  to  weaken  the  BilL 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  (KEPAYMENT). 
Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  extension  of  time  for  the  repayment 
of  a  loan  made  by  the  Public  Works 
Loan  Commissioners  to  the  South 
Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage  Com- 
missioners, in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  session,  to  grant  money  for  the 
purpose  of  certain  local  loans  out  of  the 
local  loans  fund,  and  for  other  purposes 
relating  to  local  loans  (King's  Recom- 
mendation signified),  to-morrow. — (Mr.. 
McKenna.) 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  in  pursuance 
of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  July 
13th,  adjourned  the  House  -nithout- 
Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  twenty^iiTe  miuutes- 
befoie  Two  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS 
Tuesday,  Z\U  July,  1906. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Metropolitan  Electric  Supply  Bill; 
Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1»; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
<  [H.L.].  Betumed  from  the  Commons 
•^  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said 
J  Amendments  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

.§  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
■^  (No.  7)  Bill;  Macclesfield  and  District 
•*"  Tramways  Bill ;  Poole  Corporation 
I  Water  Bill;  Corporation  of  London 
■%  (Blackfriars  and  other  Bridges)  Bill; 
S  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
S  Improvements)  Bill.  Returned  from 
I  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments 
^  agreed  to. 


^  Bute  (English  and  Welsh)  Estates 
ff~  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
y  agreed  to. 

*  County  of  Durham  Electric  Power 
5  Supply  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Great  Northern 
^  (Ireland)  and  Midland  Railways  Bill 
I  [H-L.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
I  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said 
I  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Nettiebed  and  District  CJommons 
°  (Preservation)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Shropshire, 
£.'  Worcestershire,  and  Staffordshire  Eleo- 
rij  trie  Power  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned  from 
•?  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amend- 
-1  ments.  The  said  Amendments  considered, 
^  made  and  agreed  to. 
i 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bin  [h.l.];  Gas  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  1)  Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Gas  Orders  Confirma- 
tion (No.  2)  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  Th.l.J. 
Commons  Amendments  considered  (ac- 
cording to  order)  and  agreed  to. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[H-L.];  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.lj.  Commons 
Amendments  considered  (according  to 
order),  and  agreed  to. 

VOL.  CLXIL    [Foukth  Series.] 


Rutherglen  Burgh  Order  Confirmation 
Bill.  Read  ?•  (according  to  order); 
Amendments  made.  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

Newburgh  and  North  Fife  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Paislev  Roads  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Inverclyde  Bequest  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill ;  Perth  Corporation  Gas  Order 
Confirmation  Bill.  To  be  read  3»  To- 
morrow. 


PETITIONS. 

EDUCATION  BILL 

Petitions  against;  Of  Inhabitants  of 
West  Felton ;  Bolington  ;  Sandhurst ; 
Staunton-Harold;  Cheshuntand  Waltham 
Cross;  Orosmont ;  Great  and  Little 
Saling.  Of  the  Company  of  Merchants  of 
Edinburgh;  the  Governing  Body  of  the 
Sarum  and  Wilts  Diocesan  Voluntary 
Schools'  Association ;  Llandyssil  Rural 
District  Council.  Of  parents  of  children 
attending  Hull  Naticmal  School. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  Table. 


RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC. 


NAVY. 

Memorandum  explanatory  of  recent 
and  forthcoming  changes  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  His  Majesty's  Dockyards  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 

MOROCCO,  No,l.  (1906). 

Despatches  from  the  British  delegate 
at  the  International  Conference  at 
Algeciras,  forwarding  the  General  Act  of 
the  Conference,  signed  April  7th,  1906, 
and  other  documents  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  Morocco.  ^ 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (IRELAND),  1905. 
Part  I.  Criminal  Statistics. 

IRISH  LAND  CO.VIMISSIPN. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
period  from  April  1st,  1905,  to  Marcii 
31st,  1906. 
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SHIPPING  CASUALTIES. 
Shipping  casualities  which  occurred 
on  or  near  the  coasts,  or  in  rivers  and 
harbours,  of  the  United  Kingdon,  from 
July  1st,  1904,  to  June  30th,  1905  ;  and 
shipping  casualities  which  occurred  to 
British  vessels  elsewhere  than  on  the 
coasts  of  the  United  Kingdon,  and  to 
foreign  vessels  on  or  near  the  coasts,  or 
in  rivers  and  harbours,  of  British 
Possessions  abroad,  reported  during  the 
same  period,  &c.,  &c. :  with  charts  and 
appendices. 

POST  OFFICE. 
Fifty-second  Report  of  the  Postmaster- 
General   on  the  Foet  Office.     Presented 
(by    Command),  and  ordered   to  lie  on 
the  Table. 

ARMY. 
(Imperial  Yeomanry) — Further  regu- 
lations relating  to  the  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
(Army  Reserve) — Further  Regulations 
rokting  to  the  Army  Reserve.  (Militia) 
— Further  regulations  relating  to  the 
Militia.  List  of  exceptions  to  the  army 
regulations  as  to  pay,  non-effective  pay, 
and  allowances,  sanctioned  by  the 
Treasury  pursuant  to  the  Royal  Warrant, 
dated  October  27th,  1884,  during  the 
year  1905-1906. 

INCL08URE,  ETC.,  EXPENSES  ACT,  1868. 
Fees  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  trans- 
actions under  the  Tithe  Acts,  1836  to 
1891,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Inclosure,  etc.,  Expenses  Act, 
1868,  in  lieu  of  the  fees  heretofore 
authorised  for  such  business.  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  Uie  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889. 
University  Court  Ordinance,  No. 
XVII.  (St.  Andrews,  No.  3) :  Institution 
of  degrees  in  agriculture  and  relative 
regulations.  Laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  193.) 

IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 
Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
work  of  the  Imperial  Institute  at  South 
Kensington  during  the  year  1905. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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LIFE  INSURANCE  (COMPANIES. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
(with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  194.) 
Minutes  of  evidence  together  with 
appendices.  Laid  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  delivered  out. 


NATIONAL  ART  COLLECTIONS. 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  :  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment whether  they  will  make  an  inquiry 
into  the  growth  of  the  collections  under 
the  National  GaUery  Trustees,  and  the 
spaces  available  for  the  extensions  of  the 
galleries  at  Trafalgar  Square  and  Mill- 
bank,  before  any  irrevocable  steps  are 
taken  which  would  make  such  extension 
impossible. 

♦The  LORD  STEWARD  of  the 
HOUSEHOLD  (The  Earl  of  Liter 
pool)  :  My  Lords,  iu  answer  to  the  noble 
Earl  I  beg  to  say  that  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  will  make  inquiry  as 
to  the  probable  future  needs  of  the  galler- 
ies, and  will  reconsider  the  whole  question 
before  next  year's  Estimates  are  framed. 

Viscount  KNUTSFORD  :  I  hope  the 
inquiry  will  extend  also  to  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery,  which  is  quite  as  much 
in  want  of  room  as  the  other  galleries. 

"The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL:  It  wiU 
extend  to  that  gallery  as  well  as  to  the 
National  Gallery  and  the  Tate  Gallery. 


PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Onslow)  :  My  Lords,  it  is 
usual  at  this  period  of  the  session  to  go 
through  the  Standing  Orders  with  a  view 
to  their  revision,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
make  the  alterations  set  forth  on  the 
Paper.  These  Amendments  have  been 
on  the  Order  Paper  of  your  Lordships' 
House  for  some  days,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
those  interested  have  studied  them.  In 
these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  explain  their  purport. 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Standing  Orders 
be  amended  as  set  forth. 
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Moved,  That  the  Standing  Orders  be 
amended  as  follows — 

"  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  amended  as 
follows: 

NoTK.— The  words  in  SMALL  CAPITALS  are  to 
be  omitted,  and  the  words  printed  within 
brackets  are  to  be  inserted. 

[The  Two  Classee  of  Local  Bills.] 

1.  AU  Bills  (not  being  Estate  Bills)  which 
seek  powers  with  reference  to  any  of  the 
foUowioK  subjeets  are  in  these  Ordeni  termed 
Local  Buls,' sad  are  divided  into  two  classes, 
■eoording  to  the  subjects  to  which  they  re- 
spectively relate  : — 

1st  Class — Arbitration   in    respect  of  the 

affairs  of  any  company Crown,  church, 

Of  oorperation  property,  or  property  held  in 
trast  for  pablic  or  cbantable  pnrpoaes. 

[Electricity  Supply.] 

Market  or  matket  place,  erecting,  improving 
Mpairing,  maintaining  or  regulating. 

[Pilotage.] 

IS.  On  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber immediately  preceding  the  implication  for 
a  Bill  for  oonstmoting  gasworks  or  sewage 
wm-ks,  or  works  for  the  manufacture  or  con- 
Tersion  of  the  residual  products  of  gas  or 
■ewage  [or  for  oonstmctiog  any  station  for 
generating^  electrical  energy  on  specified  lands] 
or  for  making  or  constructing  a  f^wa^e  farm, 
cemetery,  burial  groun<l,  crematorium,  dc- 
stmotor,  or  hoapital  for  infectious  disease, 
notice  shall  be  served  ui>«>n  the  owner  and 
lessee  of  every  dwelling-house  situate  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  lamls  in  or  upon 
which  such  gasworks,  sewage  works,  works  for 
the  manufacture  or  conversion  of  residual 
uroducts,  generating  station,  farm,  cemetery, 
burial  ground,  erematorinm,  destructor,  or 
hospital,  may  be  made  or  constructed. 

Insert  as  a  new  Standing  Order  : 

[17a.  On  or  before  the  twenty-first  day  of 
December  immediately  preceding  the  applica- 
tion for  a  Local  Bill  whereby  any  express 
statutory  provision  relating  to  nuisance  arising 
on  any  lands  is  sought  to  be  altered  or 
repMled,  notice  in  writing  of  such  Bill  and  of 
the  intention  to  alter  or  repeal  such  provision 
■hall  be  served  upon  the  owner  and  lessee  of 
every  dwelling-honse  situate  within  three 
hnndred  yards  of  the  said  lands]. 

34.  On  or  before  the  twenty-first  day  of 
December  a  printed  copy  of  every  Local  Bill 
of  the  Second  Class  which  propoxes  to  authorise 
any  work  in  London,  shall  be  deposited  at  the 
Office  of  the  L<mdon  County  Council. 

Insert  as  a  new  Standing  Order  : 

[34a.  On  or  before  the  twenty-first  of 
l>ecember  a  printed  copy  of  every  Local  Bill 
which  proposes  to  anthoriae  any  persons  other 
than  the  road  authority  to  break  np  or  other- 
wise interfere  with  any  streets  or.  roads,  shall 
be  deposited  at  the  office  of  the  road  authority]. 

70a.  Every  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  and  every  Local  Bill  brought  from  the 


House  of  Commons  shall,  after  the  First 
Reading,  be  referred  to  the  Examiners,  but  in 
respect  of  such  Standing  Ordeni  only  as  have 
not  been  previously  inquired  into. 

[In  the  ease  of  any  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  in  which  provisions  have  been 
inserted  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  which 
the  Standing  Orders  of  this  House  would 
apply  if  the  Bill  were  a  Local  Bill,  the  Exam- 
iners shall  inquire  whether,  with  respect  to 
thoee  provisions,  the  Standing  Orderx  have 
been  complied  with  and  report  to  the  Hoiue 
accurdingly]. 

Leave  out  Standing  Order  102b— 
102b.  Any  Provisional  Ordrr  Confir- 
mation Bill  may,  uefork  bkino  oommittrd 
to  a  c^ommittkh  of  thb  wliolb  housk,  bk 

REKKKKED    TO    THK    ChaIHMAN    OP    COMMIT- 

tkes,  with  respect  to  all  or  any  of  thr 
Orders  scheduled  thereto,  to  be  dbalt 
with  in  thb  same  manner  as  an  un- 
OPPOSED Local  Bill. 

And  ini^ert  as  a  new  Standing  Order  : 

[I02b.  Every  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  shall  as  respect*  any  unopposed  Orders 
scheduled  thereto,  before  being  committed  to 
a  Coinuiittee  of  the  Whole  House  be  referred 
(o  the  Chairman  of  Committees  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner  as  an  unopposed 
Local  Bill]. 

112.  In  the  case  of  a  Railway  Bill  a 
company  shall  not  be  authorised  to  raise  by 
mortgage  or  debenture  stock  a  larger  sum 
than  one  third  of  their  capital  or,  until  fifty 
per  cent,  on  [of]  the  whole  of  the  capital  has 
been  paid  up,  to  raise  any  money  by  mortgage 
or  debenture  stock.— (T'Ae  Eari of  Omlow.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to.  Stand- 
ing Orders  amended  accordingly,  and  to 
be  printed  as  am.nded.    (No.  196.) 


RUTHERGLEN  BURGH  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3*." 
—(Lord  RUblesdale.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  :  My  Lords, 
the  object  of  the  Amendments  which  I 
have  handed  in  is  to  give  effect  to  an 
agreement  arrived  at  between  the  parties 
which  has  had  the  approval  of  the  Scottish 
Office. 

Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 
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*The  Eabl  of  DONOUGHMORE  : 
My  Lords,  this  Bill  b  not  the  product 
of  the  moment.  It  concerns  a  question 
■which  has  been  discussed  for  some  time 
past.  It  owes  its  birth  to  the  Report 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Admiralty  to  consider  the  humane 
slaughtering  of  animals,  of  which  my  hon. 
friend  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  was  Chairman. 
The  Report  of  this  Committee  was  laid 
before  your  Lordships  two  years  ago. 
The  Bill  is  concerned  with  a  subject 
upon  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  Great 
Britain  is  considerably  behindhand  as 
compared  with  foreign  nations.  In  1903 
there  were  only  eighty-four  public 
slaughter-houses  in  this  country.  Lon- 
don at  that  time  had  600  private  slaughter- 
houses and  not  one  single  public  slaughter- 
house except  Deptford,  which  is  largely 
used  for  slaughter  of  imported  cattle. 

The  state  of  the  law  at  the  moment 
is  as  follows.  Local  authorities  have 
power  to  license  slaughter-houses,  and  no 
new  slaughter-house  can  be  built  without 
a  Ucence.  They  have  power  to  register 
them  and  to  inspect  them,  and  they  also 
ht^vp  power  to  build.  The  authorities 
having  these  powers  are  borough  and 
urban  authorities,  and  in  certain  cases 
the  Local  Government  Board  can  apply 
the  powers  to  rural  authorities ;  but 
parish  councils  and  authorities  of  that 
kind  have  no  possibility  of  coming  under 
these  Acts.  The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
go  one  step  further  than  hitherto,  and 
to  enable  public  authorities  to  build 
slaughter-houses  and  to  close  all  private 
slaughter-houses  after  they  have  provided 
proper  facilities  for  the  public. 

The  first  motive  for  this  Bill — it  is  the 
smaller  motive,  but  I  think  it  is  one 
which  will  find  great  sympathy  among 
your  Lordships — is  based  on  the  score  of 
humanity.  There  is  a  tremendous 
difierence  on  this  head  in  the  ways  animals 
are  killed,  and  the  Committee  to  which  I 
have  referred  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  humane  slaughtering  of  cattle  could 
only  be  secured  in  public  slaughter-houses 
-vhere  the  men  engaged  have  naturally  the 


advantage  of  greater  experience  and  more 
scientific  appliances.  Th6re  is  no  actual 
clause  in  this  Bill  to  put  in  force  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee,  but 
it  is  obvious  that  it  will  be  much  easier 
to  carry  them  out  in  public  slaughter- 
houses when  the  countless  numbar  of 
private  slaughter-houses  throughout  the 
coimtry  have  been  closed. 

We  could  have  gone  further  if  we  had 
liked.  There  are  certain  coimtries  on  the 
Continent  in  which  the  law  does  go  to  the 
extent  I  have  mentioned,  of  prescribing 
the  way  in  which  animals  are  to  be  killed, 
but  we  think  we  can  leave  it  to  public 
opinion  if  we  provide  the  proper  facilities. 
The  second  reconunendation  of  my  hon- 
ourable friend's  Committee  was  to  this 
efiect — 

"  In  the  interests  not  only  of  humanity,  but 
of  sanitation,  order,  and  ultimate  economy,  it 
is  highly  desirable' that,  where  circumstances 
permit,  private  slaufrhter-hoases  should  be 
replaced  by  pablic  abattoirs,  and  that  no 
killing  shoald  be  permitted  except  in  the 
latter,  under  official  supervision." 

Attention  has  been  called  to  this  subject 
lately  by  certain  revelations  that  have 
taken  place  on  the  other  aide  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  details  are  extremely 
squalid,  and  have  been  made  public 
by  means  of  a  book  which  I  believe 
enjoys  the  unique  happiness  of  being 
the  only  novel  that  has  ever  been  pur- 
chased for  your  Lordships'  library.  At 
any  rate,  what  happened  in  CMcago 
deserved  the  dignity  of  mention  in  a 
message  to  Congress  from  the  President, 
and  I  think  we  may  take  it  that  a  great 
many  of  the  statements  put  before  us 
have  been  justified.  None  of  the  facts 
that  have  become  known  would  have 
been  possible  had  public  slaughter- 
houses been  the  rule  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  I  wish  to  say  at  once 
that  I  do  not  believe  there  is  the  least 
danger  of  a  discovery  of  any  similar 
scandals  in  this  country,  but  still  it 
is  always  best  to  be  on  the  safe  side. 
The  more  publicity  the  better. 

There  are  a  sheaf  of  precedents  in 
privat«  Bills  for  this  legislation,  and 
they  are  set  forth  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Committee's  Report.  There  is  one 
precedent  to  which  I  should  particularly 
hke  to  draw  your  Lordships'  attention. 
I  refer  to  the  Scottish  Act  of  1892.  I 
appeal  partic\ilarly  to  noble  Lords  from 
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Scotland  to  aapport  this  Bill  and  give 
08  in  this  country  the  benefits  that  they 
have  enjoyed  for  the  last  twelve  years. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  advantage  of 
a  public  slaughter-house  in  a  town  is 
very  great  as  compared  with  a  number 
of  private  slaughter-houses.  Sanitary 
acience  has  advanced  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  and  it  is  only  by  concentration 
in  a  central  building  that  we  can  ensure 
keeping  pace  with  it.  It  is  obviously 
better  for  the  health  of  a  city  that  this 
work  should  be  performed  in  one  central 
building. 

There   is    a    further   advantage,    and 

it  is  that  public  slaughter-houses  provide 

a  safeguard   agunst  bad  and  diseased 

meat.    The     C^nunittee    made     strong 

recommendations  as  to  an  efficient  system 

of   inspection,    and   there   is   a    clause 

in    this    Bill    which    will    considerably 

strengthen  the  hands  of  local  authorities 

in    dealing    with    this    question.     The 

law  upon  this  point  is  at  present  very 

unsatisfactory.    There    is    only    power 

to  inspect  meat  when  it  is  exposed  for 

sale.    By  the  time  that  it  is  exposed 

for  sale  all  those  parts  of  the  body  which 

it  is  particularly   necessary   should   be 

inspected    in    order   to    detect     disease 

have  been  removed  and  are  no  longer 

available  for  examination  by  the  inspector. 

I  have  before  me  a  Report  lately  presented 

to   the  -Sanitary    Department    of    the 

Cil^  of  London  by  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health,  and  this  is  what  he  sa3rs — 

"An  examination  for  the  detection  of  dUease 
etn  be  made  properly  only  at  the  time  of 
•laughter  ;  and  inch  examination,  to  be  of  any 
teal  value,  must  cover,  first,  the  inspection  of 
the  animal  while  alive,  and,  secondly,  the 
eismination  after  slaoghter  of  the  carcase, 
together  with  the  organs,  by  a  recognised 
expert.  Any  inspection  short  of  that  could 
not  afford  sufficient  protection  to  the  public 
from  disease.  Inspection  on  arrival  in  mai'ket 
and  on  exposure  for  sale  is  sufficient  to  deal 
with  the  queetion  of  unsoundness,  but  not 
witii  regard  to  disease.  The  obvious  remedy  in 
the  6rst  place  is  the  compulsory  use  of  public 
slanghter-houses." 

Tour  Lordships  will  see  that  this  double 
inspection  to  which  the  Report  refers 
is  absolutely  impracticable  when  you 
are  dealing  with  a  large  number  of  private 
slaughter-houses ;  and  I  claim  that  this 
Report,  which  is  only  one  of  many,  must 
have  great  weight  with  your  Lordships 
in  considering  this  Bill. 


I  claim  that  I  have  shown  a  case  for 
the  Bill,  and  I  will  only  now  briefly 
go  through  its  clauses.  Clause  1  is  based 
on  the  precedents  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. It  is  the  operative  clause  of  the 
Bill,  giving  power,  after  public  slaughter- 
houses have  been  provided,  to  prohibit 
the  use  of  other  slaughter-houses.  Clause 
2  gives  the  local  authority  power  to  ac- 
quire existing  slaughter-houses  or  to 
agree  for  their  use  as  such  to  cease. 
Clause  3  enables  the  local  authority  to 
pay  compensation  to  owners  or  others 
injuriously  affected  by  a  prohibition 
before  the  expiry  of  the  licence;  and 
provides  for  the  reference  of  the  matter 
to  arbitration,  following  the  precedent 
in  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894. 
Clause  4  gives  power  to  the  council  to 
make  by-laws  to  regulate  charges.  I 
will  read  the  clause  to  your  Lordships — 

"  A  council  may  make  by-laws,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Uovemment  Board, 
to  prescribe  fees  and  charges  to  be  demanded 
and  received  by  them  in  oraer  to  remooerate 
the  council  for  the  oust  of  oonstrnction,  main- 
tenance, and  working  of  the  buildings  proviilod 
by  them,  or  of  any  convenience  connected 
therewith." 

This  is  taken  from  the  precedent  of  the 
Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1903.  Its 
object  is  to  ensure  that  local  authorities 
shall  be  reasonable  in  their  charges.  By 
Clause  5  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
may  extend  the  powers  to  the  council 
of  a  rural  district. 

Clause  6  extends  the  power  of  inspection. 
At  present,  the  inspector  does  not  come 
in  early  enough,  and  this  clause  gives 
power  to  inspect  at  the  time  of  the 
slaughter.  I  do  not  think  I  need  go 
further  into  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
which  I  contend  involves  no  hardship  on 
anyone,  and  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
public.  I  beg  to  move  the  Second 
Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a." 
— {The  Earl  of  Donotighmore.) 

Thk  Eakl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  I  desire  to  offer  no  opposition  to 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I 
am  a  little  surprised  that  it  should  be 
brought  forward  at  this  time  of  the 
session.  No  doubt  there  is  some  good 
reason  why  my  noble  friend  did  not  bring 
the  Bill  in  before ;  but  he  has  not  told  us 
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what  that  leason  is,  and  I  am  afraid  that 
under  any  ciTCumstanoes  the  Bill  at  the 
present  time  has  the  very  poorest  chance 
of  passing  into  law.  However  much  we 
may  discuss  it,  it  has  to  go  to  another 
place,  where  I  think  they  have  ample 
"  feeding  stuff,"  as  I  think  it  was  ex- 
pressed the  other  day,  to  keep  them 
going  right  up  to  Christmas. 

With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself  I  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  its  principle.  I 
think  it  is  very  desirable  that  urban 
authorities  should  estabUsh  slaughter- 
houses, make  by-laws,  and  secure 
that  animals  are  killed  in  accordance 
with  those  by-laws  ;  but  what  I  should 
like  to  ask  is :  Why  is  it  necessary  that 
all  private  slaughter-houses  should  be 
compulsorily  closed  ?  There  very  likely 
are  private  slaughter-houses  which  are 
open  to  grave  objection,  but  the  time 
to  take  objection  to  them  is  when  they 
come  up  for  the  renewal  of  their  licences  ; 
and  subject  to  their  complying  with  all 
the  by-laws  of  the  urban  authority  I 
cannot  see  wh^  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  contmue  their  business,  pro- 
vided, of  course,  that  they  can  obtam  a 
licence. 

I  believe  it  is  the  fact  that  in  Edinburgh 
the  municipal  council  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  monopoly  of  the  slaughtering 
business,  and  I  daresay  the  same  thing  is 
true  in  Glasgow ;  but  those  of  your  Lord- 
ships who  know  anything  of  Scotland  know 
quite  well  that  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  are 
always  bringing  Bills  into  Parliament  and 
slipping  these  clauses  into  them.  They 
appear  to  have  such  an  amount  of  in- 
fluence with  the  Scottish  Office  that  they 
can  do  pretty  much  as  they  Uke ;  but  I 
do  not  see  myself  wny,  without  som  > 
good  reason  being  given,  we  should 
prohibit  all  private  slaughter-houses 
provided  they  conduct  their  business 
in  a  proper  way. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICUI.TURE  and  FISHERIES  (Earl 
Carrington)  :  My  Lords,  the  Bill  which 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  has  introduced 
does  assimilate  the  law  of  England  to  that 
of  Scotland.  The  system  in  Scotland 
has  had  a  good  trial  and  has  worked  ex 
tremely  well.  The  noMe  Earl  has  so 
fully  explained  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
that  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me 

The  Earl  of  Comperdown, 


to  say  more  than  that  the  Government 
are  very  sympathetic  towards  it.  They 
think  it  is  a  reform  which  is  very  much 
wanted.  Those  of  your  Lordships  who 
live  in  small  towns  must  be  aware  what 
horrible  places  some  of  these  private 
slaughter-houses  are.  On  behalf  of  the 
Government  I  wish  the  Bill  well.  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  oppose  it  in  any  way, 
but  I  reserve  the  right  to  move  Amend- 
ments in  Committee  if  thought  necessary. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  the  2drd  of  Octob;: 
next. 


MARRIAGE  WITH  FORBIGNERS  BILL 
[Second  Rkadino]. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read* 
ing  read. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  My  Lords,  this 
is  a  Bill  on  which  I  do  not  think  there  can 
be  two  opinions.  It  i^  one  in  which  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite,  when  he  repre- 
sented the  Foreign  Office  in  another 
place,  took  especial  interest,  and  I  hope 
he  will  give  every  assistance  in  passing 
it  into  law.  There  are  two  main  clauses. 
The  first  is  with  regard  to  the  marriage 
of  British  subjects  with  foreigners  abroad. 
Some  foreign  countries  demand  that  when 
their  subjects  marry  a  foreigner,  there 
should  be  a  certificate  from  the  country 
to  which  the  foreigner  belongs  to  the  effect 
that  there  is  no  impediment  to  the 
marriage.  In  this  country  we  have  no 
machinery  by  which  that  certificate  can 
be  supplied.  This  has  given  rise  to 
considerable  inconvenience,  and  the 
Home  Office  have  done  what  they  could 
to  enable  people  to  get  that  certificate 
in  a  roundabout  way. 

Again,  more  than  one  case  of  hardship 
has  occurred  in  respect  to  the  marriatge 
of  foreigners  with  British  subjects  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  Some  foreigners 
come  into  this  country  and  marry  an 
EngUsh  woman,  and  then  perhaps  go 
and  live  abroad.  Probably  not  even 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  husband  is 
anything  found  out.  It  is  only  after- 
wards that  unkind  relatives  intervene 
and  point  out  that  the  marriage  is 
illegal,  and  the  unhappy  widow  is  left 
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the  money  to  which  she  has  been  looking 
forward.  This  is  a  subject  in  which  the 
Bishop  of  London  has  also  taken  an  in- 
terest, and  I  venture  to  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"." 
—'Barl  Beavchatnp.) 

The  Habqubss  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned 
who  sit  on  this  side  of  your  Lordship's 
House  we  shall  ofier  no  opposition  what- 
ever to  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  The 
two  points  dealt  with,  though  widely 
dissimilar  in  character,  involve  grievances 
of  rather  an  urgent  kind.  I  can  assure 
your  Lordships  that  when  I  had  to  deal 
with  it  I  found  the  law  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  in  respect  to  the  marriage  of  a 
British  subject  abroad  the  difficulties 
were  sometimes  almost  insuperable ;  and 
it  was  only  by  directly  approaching  the 
Government  of  the  foreign  country  con- 
cerned and  securing  a  certain  dispensing 
power  which  they  possess  that  in  one 
particular  case  I  was  enabled  to  help 
a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  who 
desired  to  marry  a  Qerman  lady.  The 
position  of  foreigners  marrying  in  Eng- 
land is  also  a  very  difficult  one.  I  have 
not  studied  with  any  very  great  care  the 
actual  wording  of  this  Bill,  but  I  pre- 
sume from  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl 
that  it  is  in  the  main  taken  from  the  Bill 
which  was  drafted  when  we  were  respon- 
sible for  affairs,  and  therefore  I  have  no 
doubt  it  is  admirably  drafted. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  and  the  Lord 
Denman  added  to  the  Select  Committee. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Read  1*,  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  195.) 

To  be  read  2*  on  Tuesday  the  23rd  of 
October  next.— (TAe  EaH  of  Mayo.) 


Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  con- 
sidered (according  to  Order),  and  sus- 
pended for  this  day's  Sitting. 


POST  OFFICE  SITES  BILL. 

POST  OFFICE  (LITBRATUUE  FOR  THE 
BLIND)  BILL. 

CHARITA6LB  LOAN  SOCIETIES 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bills  read  3*, 
and  passed. 


REVENUE  BILL. 
Read  3*    (according  to  Order),   and 
passed. 


FERTILISERS   AND  FEEDING  STUFFS 
BILL. 

Amendments  reportsd  (according  to 
Order);  a  further  Amendment  made. 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3' 
with  the  Am?ndmentj,  and  passed,  and 
rcturasd  to  the  Commons. 


OPEN  SPACES  BILL. 
Amendment  reported  (according  to 
Order).  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill 
road  3»  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed, 
and    returned    to   the    Commons. 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order)  and  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bill  to  be  read 
3*  after  the  remaining  Orders  of  the  Day 
and  Notices. 


DEAN  FOREST  BILL. 
Read   3"   (according   to   Order),    and 
passed. 
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DOGS  BILL. 
Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order) ;  further  Amendments  made. 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3*  with 
the  Amendments  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 


DEANERY  OF  MANCHESTER  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill 
read  3%  and  passed. 


THE  TRANSVAAL  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Marquess  op  LONDON- 
DERRY :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
■whether  he  can  give  the  House  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  terms  on  which  a 
constitution  is  to  be  given  to  the  Trans- 
vaal. 

♦The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
thkCOLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Elgin): 
My  Lords,  I  have  had  no  inclination  to 
underrate  the  magnitude  of  the  task 
before  me  this  evening ;  but,  if  I  had,  I 
have  had  many  reminders  of  it.  My 
noble  friend  Lord  Harris  on  Friday  last, 
speaking  on  another  matter,  referred  to 
this  subject,  and  gave  me  a  warning  in 
solemn  tones  ;  and  the  echoes  of  that 
warning  had  scarcely  died  away  within 
this  House  when  they  swelled  to  a  greater 
volume  in  the  Albert-hall,  and  have  been 
reverberating  ever  sine*,  through  the 
Press. 

I  am  grateful  to  my  noble  friend  opposite 
for  his  warning,  because  I  am  sure  it  was 
couched  in  the  spirit  of  kindness  which  I 
have  experienced  from  him  for  many 
years  ;  bu^  I  demur  to  the  mrae  sonorous 
periods  of  the  Albert-hall,  which  spoke 
of  us  as  only  temporary  guardians  of  the 
Empire.  Those  who  forget  the  nature 
of  their  tenure  of  these  benches  are  apt 
to  have  a  rude  awakening,  and  I  can 
assure  your  Lordships  that  we  who  now 
occupy  these  benches  are  fully  aware 
that  we  have  to  deal  with  great  questions, 
and  we  do  not  deny  our  responsibilities. 
But  I  think,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have 
a  right  to  expect  considerate  treatment 


and  a  fair  hearing  from  your  Lordships' 
House.  The  practice  of  your  Lordships' 
House  has  always  been  to  give  a  fair 
hearing,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  to- 
night, when  I  feel  in  full  measure  that  I 
require  forbearance,  I  shall  receive  it 
at  your  Lordships'  hands. 

I  do  not  want  to  revive  the  discussion 
of  February  last  as  to  the  respective 
merits  of  representative  and  responsible 
government.  I  hold  to  the  opinions 
which  I  then  expressed.  But  we  are 
told  that  in  introducing  responable 
government'  to  the  Transvaal  in  the 
manner  which  we  now  propose  we  are 
abandoning  an  unbroken  precedent  in  the 
development  of  colonial  institutions.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  admit  that ;  and, 
anyhow,  if  it  was  true,  I  hold  that  we  are 
not  alone  responsible.  Self-government 
no  doubt  grows  up  gradually  in  our 
Colonies,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an 
entirely  different  thing  on  this  occasion, 
when,  although  we  are  dealing  with  new 
Colonies,  we  have  to  reconstruct  a  system 
which  has  in  former  times  been  one  of  self- 
government.  I  can  imderstand  a  logical 
mind  like  that  of  the  noble  Viscount 
(Lord  Milner)  on  the  Cross  Benches  con- 
sidering that  a  period  of  probation  is 
a  necessity ;  and,  indeed,  I  must  confess 
that  I  did  not  at  the  time,  and  I  do  not 
now,  know  how  to  construe  the  speech 
which  he  made  on  this  subject  to  this 
House  in  any  other  way  than  this — that 
he  would  not  have  been  prepared  to 
grant  self-government  imtil  the  genera- 
tion which  knew  the  war  had  passed 
away. 

However  that  may  be  in  the  case  of  the 
noble  Viscount,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
read  into  the  declarations  of  our  prede- 
cessors. I  will  not  quote  them  all ;  I  will 
just  take  one.  In  the  despatch  which  is 
the  covering  despatch  of  the  Constitution 
of  1905  there  is  the  following  paragraph — 

"The  terms  of  peace  to  which  I  have 
referred  contemplate  representative  in- 
stitutions leading  np  to  self-govern- 
ment. By  self-govercment  is  meant,  of  course, 
the  system  onder  which  not  only  legislation, 
but  the  very  existence  of  the  Executive  is 
based  on  the  consent  of  the  majority  in  the 
Legislative  Chamber.  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  aware  that  lar;;e  sections  of  the 
people  in  the  Transvaal  have  expressed  the 
view  that  self-government  in  this  sense  shonld 
at  once  be  granted ;  but  they  think  now,  as 
they  did  when  the  terras  of  peace  were  made, 
that  some  time,  although  not,  they  hope,  a  very 
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long  time,  most  still  pass  before  the  people  of 
the  colonies  recently  annexed  after  a  long  war 
shoald  be  entiastetl  with  so  great  a  control  of 
tlieir  destiny." 

I  believe  the  previous  declarations  of  Mx. 
Chamberlain  went  as  iax,  at  least,  in  that 
direction,  but  I  do  not  find  anjrthing  of 
the  kind  in  the  "  unbroken  precedent " 
of  the  development  of  colonial  institu- 
tions. 

I  can  understand  a  denial  of  representa- 
tive institutions,  but  I  maintain  there  is 
nothing  more  impolitic,  that  there  is 
nothing  more  cruel  than  to  insist .  upon 
an  intermediate  period,  which  must  be  a 
period  of  unrest,  uncertainty,  and  in- 
trigue. We  entirely  appreciate  the  dis- 
advantages of  delay,  and  our  object  has 
been  to  shorten  the  delay ;  but  I  maintain 
that  the  delay  would  have  been  prolonged 
by  the  Constitution  of  1905.  We  are 
attacked  because  we  have  not  laid  Papers. 
I  do  not  like  the  tu  quogrue  argument,  but  I 
might  say  that  we  do  noble  Lords  opposite 
the  compliment  of  foUowing  their  ex- 
ample. No  Papers  at  all  were  laid  in 
1905.  I  am  told  that  representative 
government  differs  from  responsible  gov- 
ernment in  this  matter.  I  do  not  admit 
it ;  but  if  it  was  true,  there  are  precedents 
for  the  course  we  are  now  following. 
The  last  of  our  North  American  colonies 
to  receive  responsible  government  was 
Newfoundland.  That  was  done  in  1855 
by  letters  patent  without  any  previous 
statement  having  been  made  in  Parlia- 
ment, but  they  were  challenged  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  a  Motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House. 

These  constitutional  instruments  are 
full  of  opportunities  for  controversial 
argument,  and  the  debate  would  be 
conducted  under  the  most  disadvan- 
tageous circumstances.  The  arguments 
here  would  be  conducted  by  men  who 
might  be  familiar  with  the  principles 
which  they  were  arguing,  but  who 
are  almost  necessarily  in  many  cases 
ignorant  of  the  local  circumstances.  On 
the  other  hand,  these  instruments  are  to 
come  into  force  in  colonies  where  the 
exact  opposite  obtains.  There  men 
would  take  a  lively  interest  in  all  local 
conditions  and  they  would  almost  of 
necessity  be  practically  ignorant  of  the 
constitutional  arguments  with  which  the 
discussion  would  be  chiefly  invested  in 
this  House.    I  maintain  that  it  avoids 


immense  friction,  almost  irretdevabla 
friction,  if  these  changes  are  made  on  the 
responsibility  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, as  they  were  on  the  last  occasion. 
That,  at  any  rate,  is  our  position.  We 
insisted  that  time  was  wanted  for  oon> 
sideration  and  inquiry.  We  have  also 
taken  the  opportunity  of  conducting 
inquiries  on  the  spot  by  confidential 
agents.  The  late  Prime  Minister  put 
forward  what  seems  to  me  a  rather 
remarkable  proposition.    He  said — 

"  We  have  a  ri;?ht  to  peruse  thi<  Report  for 
which  we  taxpayers  hare  all  paid." 

My  Lords,  how  far  is  that  doctrine  going 
to  be  carried  ?  I  suppose  the  taxpayers 
pay  for  all  Foreign  Office  telegrams,  and 
I  do  not  know  what  the  noblo  Marquis 
opposite  would  do,  if  he  resumed  the 
seals  of  that  office,  in  dealmg  with  that 
dictum. 

As  at  present  advised,  I  must  decline 
to  give  any  engagement  with  regard 
to  the  Report  of  the  Committee. 
The  Government  have  no  wish,  they 
have  no  right,  to  devolve  responsibility 
on  a  Committee.  The  action  they  now 
take  is  their  own.  But  I  hope  the  House 
will  believe  that  I  mean  no  disparage- 
ment or  depreciation  of  the  work  of  the 
Committee.  On  the  contrary,  I  think 
it  would  be  unpardonable  if  I  did  not 
on  this  occasion  express  the  obligation 
we  feel  under  to  the  Committee  for  what 
they  have  done.  They  have  shown 
remarkable  energy  and  diligence.  I  may 
tell  your  Lordships  that  when  I  took 
leave  of  them  I  did  venture  on  a  sug- 
gestion which  I  thought  at  the  time  was 
a  counsel  of  perfection,  that  they  might 
be  able  to  complete  their  investigations 
by  the  end  of  June.  My  Lords,  before 
the  end  of  June  they  were  on  the  Isea  on 
their  w&j  home  ;  and  I  may  also  confess 
that  when  I  gave  them  that  advice  I  had 
in  my  mind  that  I  might  be  called  upon 
to  make  a  statement  such  as  I  have 
been  asked  to  make  to-day.  I  think 
there  is  only  one  opinion  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Committee  have  done  theii 
work.  They  have  been,  by  aU  accounts, 
accessible  to  all ;  they  have  been  patient 
in  hearing  and  indefatigable  in  en- 
deavouring to  reach  a  peaceful  solution, 
All  that  was  within  their  instructions  ; 
but  they  were  not  sent  out  to  make  a 
bargain.      His    Majesty's    Government 
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from  the  first  leseTved  in  their  own  hands 
the  decision  as  to  the  principles  on  which 
the  constitution  was  to  be  based,  a^.d 
the  decision  to  which  we  have  come  is 
not  based  on  any  concluded  agreement* 
Indeed,  no  such  agreement  exists  ;  but 
many  conferences  have  been  held  be- 
tween the  Committee  and  the  various 
parties  and  the  local  Government,  and 
I  am  sure  that  those  conferences  have 
not  only  thrown  light  on  points  of 
difEerence,  but  have  indicated,  perhaps 
have  fostered,  the  possibilities  of  a 
settlement.  The  (Jovernment  owe  much 
to  the  Committee  for  what  they  have 
done,  and  we  acknowledge  the  devotion 
and  success  mth  which  they  performed 
their  very  delicate  mission. 

Now,  my  Lords,  what  I  have  under- 
taken to-day  is  to  give  a  summary — for 
I  cannot  do  more — of  the  main  pro- 
visions of  the  Letters  Patent  to  be 
issued  to  the  Transvaal ;  and  I  say  the 
Transvaal  advisedly,  because  I  do  not 
propose  to-day  to  deal  with  the  Orange 
River  Colony.  It  has  always,  I  think, 
been  the  view  that  there  was  reason 
against  a  simultaneous  treatment  of  the 
two  colonies.  They  have  difierent  charac- 
teristics, especially  that  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony  there  does  not  occur,  at 
any  rate  at  present,  the  same  urgency 
in  the  conditions  of  labour.  There  is 
no  arrangement  which  had  been  put 
forward  by  the  late  Government  which 
has  to  be  cancelled  or  altered.  I  do  not 
say  in  the  least  that  we  do  not  intend 
to  proceed  with  all  convenient  despatch 
with  the  case  of  the  Orange  River  Colony. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  I  do  not  propose  to 
deal  with  it  to-day. 

In  withdrawing  the  Letters  Patent  of 
1905, 1  stated  that  we  did  not  by  any 
means  reject  all  the  provisions  which 
are  to  be  found  in  that  instrument. 
There  may  have  been  some  misunder- 
standing as  to  what  was  meant,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  would  serve  any  useful  pur- 
pose that  I  should  enter  into  an  elaborate 
comparison  on  this  occasion.  I  shall  not, 
however,  hesitate  to  use  terms  which  have 
been  made  familiar  by  the  Constitution  of 
1905,  and  I  shall  endeavour,  so  far  as 
my  ability  serves,  to  explain  any  altera- 
tions, where  that  is  necessary. 

The  Earl  of  Elgin. 


Now,  my  Lords,  I  will  give  a  simple 
and  categorical  summary  of  the  main 
features  of  the  Constitution  we  propose. 
We  propose  that,  subject  to  the  qualifica- 
tions which  I  will  mention  immediately, 
representation  should  be  given  on  a 
voters'  basis  coupled  with  manhood  suS- 
rage  and  with  a  residential  qualification 
of  six  months.  We  propose  that  the 
existing  magisterial  districts  should  be 
retained,  but  that  they  should  be  divided 
where  necessary  into  single-member  con- 
stituencies, the  process  being,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  follow  what  are  called  the  field- 
cornetcy  boundaries.  We  propose  also 
that  there  should  be  automatic  redistri- 
bution and  a  new  election  of  the  Assembly 
every  five  years.  Under  the  Constitution 
of  1905  doubt  had  arisen  about  the  mili- 
tary vote.  I  do  not  think  it  had  ever 
been  intended  to  give  the  vote  to  soldiers 
on  actual  service,  and,  indeed,  proposals 
had  actually  been  put  forward  when  we 
came  into  oflSce  for  dealing  with  that  very 
point.  At  any  rate,  in  the  new  Constitu- 
tion, no  such  vote  will  be  allowed.  On  a 
good  many  of  these  details  there  is  not  so 
very  much  difference  of  opinion. 

I  will  say  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to 
manhood  suffrage.  The  franchise  under 
the  Constitution  of  1905  was  a  £10  fran- 
chise, and,  looking  to  the  cost  of  Uving  in 
the  Transvaal,  I  do  not  suppose  the  differ- 
ence between  a  £10  franchise  and  man- 
hood suffrage  affects  so  many  people  as 
we  should  be  inclined  to  think  from  the 
conditions  of  life  in  this  country.  But 
we  had  to  face  requests  that  we  should 
consider  two  cases  put  forward  with  some 
urgency  by  the  Boers  before  we  came  into 
office  with  regard  to  the  sons  of  farmers 
and  certain  other  burghers  who  would 
not  come  in  under  the  franchise  of  the 
instrument  of  1905.  It  is  largely  a  matter 
of  the  nature  of  the  tenure  of  the  land, 
under  which  the  head  of  the  family  has 
the  only  property  qualification,  and  the 
sons  of  the  house  are  not  in  a  position 
to  obtain  it.  We  consider  that  it  is  more 
desirable  to  deal  with  this  matter  by 
lowering  the  franchise  for  British  as  'well 
as  Boers  rather  than  by  creating  special 
franchises.  An  Order  in  Council  will 
issue  immediately  to  provide  for  the.  ad- 
dition to  the  list  which  wiU  be  necessary 
in  consequence  of  this  alteration,    and 
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we  are  advised  that  that  work  caa  be 
carried  out  in  about  three  months. 

With  regard  to  magisterial  districts,  I 
gather  that  there  really  is  not  now  any 
very  serious    objection    taken    by    the 
pATties  to  the  adoption  of  these  as  the 
main  electoral  districts.    I  have  a  pre- 
judice which   would   perhaps   be   more 
8iiitsble  if  I  sat  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  in  favour  of  the  preservation  of 
sncient  landmarks,  but  in  this  particular 
case  it  has  material  advantages.    It  will 
shorten  the  delimitation,  because  if  we 
had  (ffoceeded  as  was  proposed  under  the 
Conttitation    of    1905    no    delimitation 
could  take  place  until  the  voters'  roll  was 
complete.    Under   the    present    circum- 
stances it  is  possible  to  proceed  with  a 
good  deal,  at  any  rate,  of  the  delimitation 
work  at  once,  simultaneously  with  the 
additions  to  the  roll.    I  think  it  right 
in  courtesy  to  mention  to  the  noble  Lord 
behind  me,  whom  we  are  glad  to  welcome 
to  this  House,  and  who  may  be  described 
as  the  champion  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation, that  at  his  request  I  brought 
this  matter   before   the   notice   of   the 
Committee,  and  they  made  inquiry  into 
the  matter  in  the  Colonies,  but  they  report 
tiiat  they  found  these  proposals  so  un- 
acceptable and  so  unpopular  that  they 
did  not  see  their  way  to  make  any  ropre- 
sentstions  in  their  favour. 

In  reading  out  the  summary  I  made  a 
reservation  with  regard  to  the  voters' 
basis.  In  one  sense  that  might  be  con- 
sidered a  very  serious  difference  of  opinion, 
bat  I  think  that  it  might  be  a  great  deal 
over-stated.  Only  one  step  had  really 
been  taken  under  the  Constitution  of 
1905.  The  proceedings  had  commenced 
for  the  formation  of  the  voters'  roll,  and 
while  the  whole  matter  was  under  the 
coasideration  of  the  Government  we  did 
not  think  it  right  to  interrupt  those 
proceedings,  and  the  roll  was  completed 
in  Itarch.  The  voters'  roll  under  that 
Constitution  was  intended,  in  the  first 
place,  to  be  used  for  the  division  of  the 
country  into  equal  electoral  districts,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  to  be  used  for  the 
elections  themselves.  I  think  it  will  bs 
obvious  that  any  irregularities  in  the  roll 
would  very  seriously  affect  its  use  for  the 
first  purpose,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
certain  suspicions  did  arise  with  regard 
to  the  acouraoy  of  the  roll.    I  do  not 


make  myself  responsible  for  any  particular 
allegations.  It  is  said  that  the  roll 
showed  an  actual  excess  of  voters  above 
the  number  of  adult  males  shown  by  the 
census,  at  any  rate  in  certain  districts. 
If  that  is  so  the  figures  are  irreconcilable, 
but  to  prove  irregularities  of  that  kind 
some  inquiry  was  absolutely  necessary. 

The  position  is  this.  The  High  Com- 
missioner concurred  in  thinking  that 
before  the  roll  could  be  used  for  the  first 
purpose  of  the  late  Constitution  a  scru- 
tiny was  absolutely  essential.  The  effect 
of  that  would  be,  we  are  advised,  meaning 
as  it  does  not  only  a  scrutiny,  but  the 
postponement  of  delimitation  until 
the  roll  is  established  by  the  scrutiny, 
to  cause  a  delay  of  nine  or  ten  months. 
If  there  is  one  point  on  the  desirability 
of  which  I  think  everybody  in  the 
Colonies  is  unanimous  ^t  is  the  avoidance 
of  delay.  In  these  circumstances  His 
Majesty^s  Government  have  fallen  back 
upon  the  alternative  which  is  open  to 
them,  and  propose  to  use  the  figures  of 
the  census  for  the  distribu^'ion  of  seats. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  difference  in 
results  is  exceedingly  small.  The  main 
difference  arises  in  the  Witwatersrand, 
and  I  admit  at  once  that  the  difference 
in  the  Witwatersrand  in  all  the  circum- 
stances is  material.  According  to  the 
voters'  roll,  the  number  of  members 
allotted  is  thirty-six,  and  according  to 
the  number  of  adult  males  it  would  be 
thirty-three.  The  difference  of  three 
seats,  which  would  not  be  a  very  large 
matter  in  a  country  like  this,  accustomed 
to  large  figures,  could  not  be  over- 
looked in  the  Transvaal.  I  do  not  over- 
look either  the  fact  that  the  British 
population  is  concentrated  in  the  Wit- 
watersrand. 

The  allocation  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  propose  is  thirty-four  seats 
to  the  Witwatersrand,  including  Krugers- 
dorp  rural ;  six  seats  to  Pretoria  and 
twenty-nine  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
This  allocation  follows  the  proportion 
of  the  census  figures  with,  I  believe,  one 
single  exception,  and  that  is  the  transfer 
of  one  seat  from  the  rest  of  the  country 
to  the  Rand.  The  justification  for 
taking  this  step,  which  depends  on 
almost  fractions  of  a  imit,  is  two-fold. 
In  the  first  place,  it  recognises  increases  of 
population  in  the    Rand,    and,   in   the 
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second  place,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of 
kaowing  that,  though  they  demur  to  it, 
the  Boers  will  not  raise  any  serious 
objections,  provided  there  is  a  settle- 
ment. I  am  aware  that  there  are  also 
doubts  raised  on  what  I  may,  perhaps, 
call  electoral  estimates.  I  dare  say  a 
good  many  noble  Lords  in  the  House 
have  had  experience  of  electoral  estimates. 
Even  though  I  never  sat  in  the  House  of 
Commons  I  know  something  about  them, 
and  I  must  confess  that  the  more  I  know 
about  them  the  less  I  trust  them.  But 
there  is  this  fact  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  though  some  of  the  British  Party 
contend  that  the  addition  of  two  seats 
to  the  number  is  of  importance,  there 
are  some  who  do  not  agree  to  that  pro- 
posal and  who  will  not  reject  a  settlement 
mi  the  terms  which  I  have  described. 

I  have  this  further  support  in  this 
matter.  The  High  Commissioner,  who 
has  taken  a  very  deep  interest  in  the 
whole  of  these  proceedings,  informed  the 
Committee  when  they  put  forward  this 
proposal  that  he  approved  of  it.  I  did 
not  wish  to  quote  even  that  statement 
much  less  to  quote  any  letters  that  I  might 
have  seen  without  the  High  Commis- 
sioner's knowledge  and  approval.  On 
Saturday  last  I  telegraphed  to  him  and 
asked  him  what  he  would  allow  me  to  do. 
I  last  night  received  his  answer,  and  he 
authorises  me  to  say  that  he  did  express 
to  the  Committee  his  approval  of  this 
allocation. 

"  But,"  be  says,  "  1  should  be  much  obliged 
if  you  will  at  the  same  time  give  the 
reasons  why  I  concurred.  They  are,  first, 
that  in  my  opinion  this  distribution  of 
seats  represents  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
distribution  which  would  result  on  the 
basiB  of  vot<>rg  and  equal  electoral  districts  from 
the  formation  of  a  new  voters'  roll  based  on  an 
adult  white  male  British  subject  franchise; and 
this  being  so,  secondly,  that  the  adoption  of 
this  compromise  should  save  several  months' 
delay,  and  as  not  a  wholly  new  voters'  roll  but 
simply  an  addition  to  the  present  voters'  roll 
will  have  to  be  made,  the  advent  of  self-govern- 
ment should  be  antedated  by  several  months. 
I  attach  very  great  importance  to  this  result 
as  I  fear  the  Transvaal  is  sufferiog  grievously 
from  the  suspense." 

Under  this  arrangement  the  number 
of  the  Assembly  will  be  sixty-nine,  but 
we  are  disposed  to  adopt  a  provision 
which  has  been  put  forward  in  several 
quarters,  that  the  Speaker,  after  election, 
should  become  a  paid  officer  of  the 
House  and  should  vacate  his  seat.    Of 


this  proposal,  also,  Lord  Selbome  is 
strongly  in  favour.  It  avoids  the  incon- 
venience which  may  often  happen,  which, 
indeed,  often  does  happen,  in  small 
Assemblies  from  the  fact  that  whwe 
there  is  a  narrow  majority  the  majority 
are  not  very  anxious  to  put  forward  a 
man  at  all  for  the  office  of  Speaker,  and 
are  particularly  anxious  not  to  put  for- 
ward one  of  their  best  men.  This  pro- 
vision will,  therefore,  avert,  we  hope, 
the  putting  into  the  chair  of  an  inferior 
Speaker. 

We  propose,  as  is  common  in  countries 
which  are  bi-iingual,  that  the  members  of 
the  Assembly  shall  be  allowed  to  use 
either  Dutch  or  English  in  the  debates  of 
he  House.  We  propose  also  that  there 
shall  be  a  Second  Chamber.  We  are  of 
opinion  that  in  its  permanent  form  it 
should  be  elective ;  and  that  it  will  be 
convenient,  in  these  circumstances,  to 
follow  generally  the  Cape  model.  But  we 
feel  that,  at  the  outset,  the  multiplication 
of  elections  might  cause  a  good  deal  of 
inconvenience,  especially  as  they  occur 
in  a  country  which  has  not  had  experience 
of  this  sort  of  thing ;  and,  therefore,  for 
the  first  Parliament,  we  would  propose 
that  the  Legislative  Council  should  be 
nominated  and  to  retain  the  nomination 
in  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  Your  Lord- 
ships will  see  that,  by  the  time  the  first 
Parliament  expires,  the  arrangements 
can  be  complete  and  the  election  of  the 
Second  Chamber  can  then  be  carried 
out. 

There  will  also  have  to  be  provision 
in  some  form  for  dealing  with  the  Inter- 
Colonial  Council.  The  Inter-Colonial 
Council  is,  as  some  of  your  Lordships  are 
aware,  a  joint  institution  of  the  two 
Colonies,  and  it  has  under  it  the  manage- 
ment and  collection  of  the  revenues  of 
the  railways  and  the  control  of  the  South 
African  Constabulary.  I  think  it  will 
be  obvious  that  when  we  have  two  self- 
governing  Colonies,  there  must  be  some 
opportunity  at  any  rate  for  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  arrangements  which  now 
obtain,  but  we  also  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  cause  great  inconvenience,  and, 
indeed,  might  absolutely  dislocate  ad- 
ministrative action,  if  suddenly  at  the 
very  outset  the  Colonies  had  found  them- 
selves with  this  institution  swept  away. 
Therefore,  what  we  propose  to  do  is  to 
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provide  for  a  period  during  which  the 
Intar-Colonial  Council  may  be  continued 
anl  means  for  conference  between  the 
tm  QovernmentB  with  regard  to  the 
form  in  which  it  should  continue  in 
the  future. 


Majesty's  Grovernment  see  a  real  advan- 
tage in  an  institution  of  that  kind. 


There  is  another  question  on  which  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word.  It  has  been  a 
somewhat  painful  duty  to  examine  a  very 
!  considerable  number  of  whit  are  really 
I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordships  by  I  hard  cases  arising  out  of  claims  for  corn- 
doing  more  than  simply  mentioning '  pensation  for  war  losses.  We  maintain 
some  other  provisions,  such  as  deaUng  |  that  these  cases  have  been  fairly  decided 
with  the  civil  list,  the  payment  of  Members  under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Judicial 
waich,  I  suppose,  is  universal  in  the  '  Committee,  but  that  does  not  prevent  our 
Colonies,  and  matters  of  that  kind  ;   but ',  acknowledging  that  there  is,  and  has  been, 


considerable  individual  suffering.  His 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  reopen  the 
general  question,  and  they  are  not  pre- 
pared to  apply  to  Parliament  for  more 
money  for  this  particular  object,  but  they 
will  only  be  too  glad  if  in  any  way^the 
local  Government  cxn  see  their  way  to^do 
something  in  this  connection. 

Before  I  pass  from  these  two  matters  I 
desire  to  say  a  word  on  the  general 
financial  position.  Your  Lordships  will 
remember  that  a  loan  of  £35,000,000  was 


I  recognise  that  there  are  one  or  two 
jwints  of  considerable  importance  to 
.■hich  your  Lordships  will  expect  me 
to  make  some  reference.  In  the  first 
place,  there  is  the  question  of  land  settle- 
meat.  That  is  a  matter  which  has 
bsen  brought  up  in  this  House  by  noble 
Lords  who  have  expressed  considerable 
anxiety  as  to  the  future  of  the  settlers 
placed  on  the  land.  "Without  entirely 
ilopting  those  contentions,  His  Majesty's 
GoTernment  are  moat  willing  to  do  any- 
t'iUag  they  can  to  remove  anxiety.  They 
ivjmit  that,  especially  in  the  Orange  River  '  given  after  the  war  to  the  Colonies  under 


Colony,    good   results 
land  settlement. 


have  come  from 


ViscooNT  MILNER :  Hear,  hear. 

♦The  Eabl  op  ELGIN :  Your  Lord- 
ships may  remember  that  a  sum  of 
£3,000,000  was  set  aside  out  of  the 
guaranteed  loan  for  the  purpose,  and  a 
sum  of  £2,500,000  has  been  expended 
on  land  or  on  loans  to  settlers.  We  are 
advised  by  the  Law  Officers  that  the  repay- 
ments of  the  settlers  must  be  devoted  to 
one  of  two  purposes — either  to  the  original 
object  for  which  the  fund  was  formed  or 
to  diminishing  the  debt  charge  on  the 
guaranteed  loan.  I  think  the  proposal 
that  has  been  most  often  put  forward  to 
remove  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  settlers 
has  been  the  institution  of  a  Land  Board, 
and  His  Majesty's  Government  are  not 


Imperial  guarantee,  and  it  is  calculated 
that  the  saving  to  the  Colonies  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Imperial  guarantee  is  no 
less  a  sum  than  £350,000  a  year.  The 
consent  of  the  House  of  Commons  was 
obtained  to  this  loan  very  much  in  con- 
sequence of  the  promise  of  what  is  called 
a  war  contribution  of  £30,000,000.  I 
am  not  going  into  details  with  regard 
to  the  negotiations  on  that  subject, 
but  what  I  wish  to  point  out  is 
that  the  existence  of  this  promise 
is  a  basis  of  obligation  which,  though 
probably  not  legal,  has  a  moral  and 
honourable  force.  And  it  abo  has  this 
efiect,  that,  while  it  subsists,  it  impairs  the 
borrowing  powers  of  the  Colonies  them- 
selves. There  have  been  various  sugges- 
tions from  both  Parties  in  the  Colonies  for 
a  release  of  this  obligation.  That  release 
would,  of  course,  abandon  once  for  all  any 


disposed  to  deny  that  a  Land  Board  may  I  idea  of  giving  relief  to  the  long-sufiering 
supply  the  best  machinery  for  administer-  British  taxpayer,  but  His  Majesty's 
ing  these  Colonies,  but  they  are  obhged  to    Government  do  not  wish  to  approach  it  in 


attach  conditions.  It  seems  to  them  it 
would  be  entirely  contrary  to  the  general 
principle  of  responsible  government  that 
an  arrangement  of  that  kind  should  be 
carried  out  except  by  general  consent. 
U  the  general  consent  of  those  concerned 
in  the  Colonies  can   be  obtained.  His 


any  narrow  spirit,  and  if  anything  could 
be  done  whereby  means  for  laudable 
objects  in  South  Africa  could  be  put 
forward.  His  Majesty's  Government 
might  be  disposed  to  make  proposals  with 
regard  to  this  matter.  But  to-day,  and 
at  present,  I  have  no  definite  proposal  to 


Digitized 


byv^joogle 


023 


The  IVansvaal 


{LOkDS} 


CtmstUultm. 


624 


put  forward,  though  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
(irnment  propose  to  instruct  the  High 
Commissioner  to  make  any  inquiries  he 
can  with  regard  to  that  subject. 

I  have  still  to  deal  with  what  in  some 
respects  is  one  of  the  most  important 
matters  in  South  Africa,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  the  natives.  I  should  like 
to  make  one  general  remark.  It  has 
always  appeared  to  me  that  there  was 
something  very  peculiar  in  the  relations 
of  the  Continent  of  Europe  and  the 
Continent  of  Africa  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  I  can  understand  an  over- 
flowing population  from  one  country 
having  a  right  to  take  possession  of  un- 
occupied and  vacant  lands,  but  during 
the  last  twenty  years  or  so  the  European 
nations  have  divided  up  Africa  amongst 
themselves,  so  far  as  I  can  see  on 
absolutely  arbitrary  lines,  and  at  any 
rate  there  was  never  any  pretence  what- 
ever of  consulting  the  desires  or  wishes  of 
the  millions  of  inhabitants  of  that  great 
continent.  I  am  not  disputing  in  any 
way  that  there  were  difficulties  which 
required  a  remedy.and  very  likely  this 
was  the  only  remedy  which  could  have 
been  adopted.  But  I  do  say  that  there  is 
a  risk  in  multiplying  what  we  call  white 
men's  countries,  where  there  are  a  very 
small  number  of  whites  in  the  midst  of  an 
overwhelming  number  of  blacks.  I 
for  one  do  not  admit  that  our  fellow- 
countrymen  abroad  are  in  the  least  'ess 
humane  than  we  are  ourselves,  bu  they 
arc  nearer  the  danger,  and  they  have  less 
means  of  meeting  such  circumstances  as 
I  have  described.  It  appears  to  me  that 
if  the  rights  of  natives  could  be  so 
regulated  as  to  diminish  the  chances 
of  conflict  between  black  and  white, 
it  would  be  well  to  do  so.  I  make 
these  observations  because  I  regret  that 
the  terms  of  the  Vereeniging  treaty  con- 
fines the  franchise  to  wMte  subjects. 
I  regret  it,  because  I  am  of  opinion  that  a 
reasonable  representation  of  natives 
would  give  strength  and  not  weakness 
to  the  Government  of  the  country,  and  I 
cannot  but  hope  that  this  will  be  recog- 
nised in  some  time  to  come. 

With  regard  to  coloured  people,  who 
may  be  said,  shortly,  to  be  those  in  whom 
there  is  a  strain  of  white  blood,  they  have 
made  appeals  to  the  efiect  that  the  terms 
of  Vereeniging  do  not  exclude  them.     I 

The  Earl  of  Elgin. 


have  seen  representatives  of  their  num- 
ber, men  of  intelligence  and  education, 
who  argued  their  case  moderately  and 
well.  'Phey  referred  with  great  emphasis 
to  a  letter  of  the  noble  Viscount  on  the 
Cross  Benches,  which  was  quoted  in  a 
London  newspaper.  I  can  only  say  that 
I  can  find  no  trace  in  the  official  corres- 
pondence of  any  suggestion  by  him  that 
the  terms  of  peace  did  not  definitely  con- 
fine the  franchise  to  white  British  subjects. 
And  we  are  advised  that  public  opinion 
in  the  Colonies  is  definitely  and  strongly 
against  any  other  interpretation.  I  am 
afraid  therefore  that  we  do  not  see  our 
way  to  making  the  modification  which 
these  gentlemen  ask,  and  I  am  not  quite 
clear  on  what  possible  principle  we  could 
have  found  a  definition  enabling  us  to  do 
so. 

What  we  propose  is  that  all  native 
territory  which  has  been  and  is  admin- 
istered by  the  High  Commissioner  should 
remain  under  his  control,  and  that 
Swaziland  should  also  be  placed  under  the 
administration  of  the  High  Commissioner. 
Shortly  put,  in  this  we  foUow  the  prece- 
dent of  Basutoland  rather  than  of  Zulu- 
land.  We  also  propose  that  there  should 
be  in  the  Letters  Patent  the  customary' 
safeguards  for  native  rights,  which  gener- 
ally consist  of  prohibitions  of  the  aliena- 
tion of  lands  set  apart  for  native  loca- 
tions except  by  legislation,  and  which 
sometimes  provide  sums  of  money  to  be 
reserved  for  education  or  other  purposes, 
and  sometimes  make  the  Governor,  or 
some  other  officer,  paramount  chief  or 
protector.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  taken 
as  dealing  with  this  in  detail,  but  we 
recognise  in  full  our  duty  towards  the 
native  population. 

The  Letters  Patent  will  provide  for 
the  reservation  of  any  Bill  whereby 
persons  not  of  European  birth  or  descent 
may  be  subjected  to  any  disability  or 
restriction  to  'A'hich  persons  of  European 
birth  or  descent  are  not  also  subjected, 
and  no  Taw  sanctioning  any  condition 
of  service  or  residence  of  a  servile  char- 
acter will  be  a^Hcnted  to.  It  will  also 
be  necessary  for  us  in  the  Letters  Patent 
to  carry  out  the  pledge  in  regard  to  the 
Chinese  Labour  Ordinance  which  we 
gave  in  the  spring,  and  a  clause  will 
be  introduced  to  insure  that  the  present 
Ordinance  will  not  be  inherited  by  the 
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new  Legislature,  but  that  the  new  Legia- 
latuie  shall  frame,  if  so  advised  a  new 
Ordinance  connected  with  this  purpose. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  the  war 
cries  of  any  controversy  and  to  speak  in 
language  of  moderation.  I  have  felt  it 
the  more  my  duty  to  do  so  because  in 
tlie  later  proceedings  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  as  I  am  glad  to  admit,  the  parties 
to  those  controversies  have  maintained 
great  self-restraint  and  not  a  little  of 
mutual  forbearance.  My  Lords,  why 
should  I  speak  of  Briti^  supremacy  ? 
I  am  here  speaking  of  the  constitution 
of  a  British  colony.  But  I  will  say  this  for 
myself,  that  I  shall  not  be  satisfied 
with  my  share  in  this  work  if  British 
interests  in  their  widest  sense  are  not 
safe  in  the  Government  we  establish. 
I  am  fortified  in  my  confidence  in  this 
matter  not  bo  much  because  the  Govern- 
ment have  given,  as  has  been  their  duty, 
the  most  careful  and  impartial  considera- 
tion to  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it,  but  because  I  have  behind  me 
the  ooncunent  opinion  of  those  who  have 
investigated  the  matter  on  the  spot ;  not 
only  of  those  who  have  been  deputed 
by  us  to  do  so,  but  of  the  High  Com- 
missioner and  others,  who  are  servants 
of  the  Crown. 

It  is  no  small  thing  that  we  offer  to 
the  Transvaal.  In  my  humble  opinion 
there  is  no  position  that  exists,  or  ever 
hag  existed,  which  combines  the  mazi- 
mnm  of  independence  and  of  security  as 
does  a  self-governing  British  colony. 
We  mig^t  even  go  father,  if  we  look 
beside  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
moment  to  the  prospect  which  perhaps 
after  all  is  not  so  far  distant,  of  a  great 
South  African  Dominion,  or  Common- 
wealtL  The  workers  on  the  foundation 
must  not  hope  to  claim  the  glory  of  the 
superstructure ;  they  must  be  content 
with  a  humbler,  perhaps  even  an  obscure, 
position.  But  I  venture  to  submit  that 
in  this  case  the  foundation-stone  has 
been  well  and  truly  laid. 

The  Dokb  op  MARLBOROUGH  :  My 
Lords,  it  has  seldom  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
a  Secretary  of  State  to  make  a  pro- 
nouncement in  this  House  of  graver 
character  or  of  greater  importance  than 
the  statement  we  have  listened  to  this 
afternoon.    We  have  known  for  a  long 


time  past  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  determined  to  grant  respon- 
sible institutions  to  both  the  Transvaal 
and  the  Orange  River  Colony ;  and  we 
know  now,  from  the  statement  which  the 
noble  Earl  has  made,  the  method  by  which 
theee  principles  will  be  carried  into 
effect  with  regard  to  the  Transvaal; 
and  I  presume  that,  at  some  later  date, 
we  shall  have  the  proposals  with  regard  to 
the  Orange  River  Colony.  Let  me  say 
at  once  that  it  was  the  belief  of  the  late 
Government  that  it  was  essential,  for  the 
quiet  and  orderly  development  of  the 
political  affairs  of  the  Transvaal,  that  the 
establishment  of  elective  representative 
institutions  should  precede  the  grant  of 
self-government.  Those  principles  were 
laid  down  in  the  Treaty  of  Vereeniging. 
The  people  of  the  Transvaal  themselves 
were  prepared  to  acquiesce  in  them,  'or 
they  realised  that  an  instalment  of  self- 
government  in  the  shape  of  represen- 
tative institutions  would  be  the  best 
means,  and,  indeed,  the  only  means,  of 
ensuring  the  permanent  security  of 
British  interests  in  the  Transvaal. 

The  course  of  introducing  responsible 
government,  after  Crown  Colony  govern- 
ment, as  the  noble  Earl  proposes  to  do,  is 
entirely  contrary  to  all  colonial  precedent. 
Representative  institutaons  preceded  re- 
sponsible government  in  the  cases  of 
Lower  and  Upper  Canada,  and  indeed 
after  the  union  of  those  two  colonies  in 
1840.  They  preceded  the  granting  of 
responsible  government  in  the  oases  of 
New  Zealand,  Australia,  Natal,  and  the 
Cape ;  and,  having  listened  carefully  to 
the  noble  Earl's  statement  in  favour  of 
granting  responsible  self-government,  I 
confess  that  to  my  mind  he  failed 
to  produce  a  single  good  argument 
to  justify  a  departure  from  these  un- 
broken precedents.  The  only  arguments 
he  ventured  to  put  forward  was  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  were  obliged  to 
reconstruct  a  Government  which  once 
possessed  a  self-governing  character. 
But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in 
the  Transvaal  there  are  two  distinct 
races,  one  of  which  were  recently  our 
enemies  in  the  field  and  are  to-day 
politically  hostile  to  us.  Surely,  if 
there  was  one  instance  where  it  would 
be  wise  for  representative  institutions 
to   precede   responsible   government,    it 
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The  noble  Earl  and  His  Majesty's 
GoTemment  are  determined  to  grant 
responsible  government.  I  presume 
that  in  determining  on  this  course  their 
ideas  are  in  conformity  with  those  sub- 
mit; ed  by  the  Ridgeway  Committee. 
The  noble  Earl  waxed  eloquent  on  the 
great  work  which  this  Committee  had 
done.  I  have  no  doubt  he  was  per- 
fectly accurate  ;  but  he  gave  no  infor- 
mation to  the  House  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  views  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
were  n  accordance  with  the  views  which 
had  been  submitted  to  them  by  that 
particular  Committee.  We  still  feel 
st  ongly  the  fact  that  not  even  a  portion 
of  th"  Report  of  that  Commit' ee,  which 
has  be?n  paid  for  by  tke  taxpayers  of 
this  country,  has  been  presented  to 
Parliament.  Noble  Lords  opposite  have 
often  told  us  tha^  we  ar-  woe.'uUy  in 
want  of  informal  ion,  and  lamentably 
ignorant  on  these  afEairs  ;  yet  once  they 
are  in  possession  of  the  material  required 
they  refuse  to  allow  even  a  portion  of  it 
to  be  published  to  Parliament,  so  that 
your  Lordships  and  the  Membe  s  of  the 
oth<r  House  could  learn  th"  recommen- 
dation uprn  which  the  Government 
have  based  their  pohcy. 

The  noble  Ea  1  said  that  we  did 
no  publish  any  Papers  when  we 
issued  our  Letters  Patent,  ••  nd  he  de- 
clined to  dr-w  any  distinction  between 
representative  and  r  sponsible  institu- 
tions. I  must,  confess  I  thought  that  a 
very  remarkable  statement  emanating 
from  the  noble  Eail,  and  it  is  one 
which  I  really  need  not  punue  any 
further,  because  it  is  perfectly,  clear 
that  in  ihe  case  of  representative  in- 
stitutions the  resultiB  are  pretty  accurately 
foretold, whereas,  in  the  case  of  responsible 
institutions,  it  is  impossible  to  foretell  the 
result.  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
removed  what  were  considered  the 
safeguards  for  preserving  British  supre- 
macy which  existed  under  the  Lyttelton 
Constitution ;  but  we  did  expect  tix&t 
the  terms  upon  which  responsible  govern- 
ment was  to  be  granted  would  be  terms 
which  the  British  could  accept  with 
the  feeling  that  their  interests  had 
been    safeguarded    and    protected,  and 
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that  they  had  not  been  in  any  way  em- 
ployed as  a  pawn  in  the  final  settlement. 


I  do  not  quarrel  with  the  noble  Earl 
on  the  ground  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  grant  the  old  magisterial 
areas,  that  the  field-cornetcy  boundaries 
are  to  be  continued,  or  that  the 
election  of  the  Assembly  is  to  take 
place  every  five  years.  Nor  am  I 
concerned  to  discuss  with  him  the  fact 
that  he  has  granted  a  Second  Chamber, 
although  incidentally  I  may  say  that 
for  my  part  I  am  glad  that  a  Second 
Chamber  has  been  created.  I  only 
hope  it  may  be  of  value  ;  but  I  rather 
fear  that  those  nominated  to  it  will  not 
be  the  most  distinguished  and  prominent 
citizens,  for  these  will  obviously  be 
elected  to  the  Lower  Assembly.  Conse- 
quently the  Members  of  the  Upper 
House,  although  no  doubt  in  every  way 
worthy  men,  will  carry  less  weight  and 
less  authority  than  the  members  do 
in  the  Second  Chamber  in  other  colonies, 
or,  indeed,  in  this  country.  Nor,  my 
Lords,  am  I  concerned  to  follow  the 
noble  Earl  in  his  views  with  regard  to 
the  Liter-Colonial  Council. 

2-  I  desire  to  refer  to  the  electoral  pro- 
posals upon  the  basis  of  the  voters'  roll 
and  manhood  suffrage.  The  lata  Govern- 
ment were  not  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  the  voters'  basis.  We  considered  that 
that  was  fair  and  reasonable  ;  but,  as  far 
as  I  can  understand,  you  have  not  granted 
th's  to  the  Britishers  as  a  right  but  as  a 
kind  of  concession,  to  be  counter-balanced 
by  an  equal  concession  to  the  Dutch  in 
the  shape  of  manhood  suffrage.  Having 
asserted  the  principle  of  the  voters'  basis 
on  behalf  of  the  English,  you  render  that 
less  valuable  than  it  should  be  because 
you  apply  it,  not  to  the  voters'  roll  of 
the  year  1906,  but  to  the  census  of  1904. 
I  am  assured — and  the  authority  I  think 
is  a  pretty  good  one — that  there  are 
4,000  more  British  on  the  voters' roll  of 
the  year  1906  than  there  are  on  the 
yOters'  roll  for  1904.  After  all,  this 
oters'  roll,  which  the  noble  Earl  some- 
what depreciated,  is  the  latest  source  of 
information  which  you  possess  as  to  those 
who  ar.  entitled  to  vote  in  the  Transvaal, 
and  why  you  should  fail  to  accept  it  I 
cannot  understand.  The  voters' basis 
which  I  claim  the  British  should  have  as 
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a  right  you  give  them  as  a  conoessioa, 
and,  having  given  it  as  a  conoession,  you 
lender  it  partially  valueless  by  applying 
it  to  the  census  of  1904. 

In  order  to  balance  this  imaginary 
benefit  to  the  British  the  noble  Earl  and 
his  colleagues  have  decided  to  grant 
manhood  suffrage,  the  application  of 
which  can  benefit  only  one  class  of  the 
community — namely,  the  Dutch  in  the 
country  districts.  I  confess,  having 
listened  ver>  carefully  to  the  noble  Earl, 
that  I  was  not  particularly  impressed  by 
the  arguments  which  he  adduced  in 
favour  of  manhood  sufErage.  After  all, 
manhood  suffrage  is  unlaxown  in  any 
other  C!olony  in  South  Africa.  It  is  un- 
precedented in  any  of  the  Colonies  in  the 
British  d.ominion8  except  New  Zealand, 
and  New  South  Wales,  and  even  there  it 
was  never  granted  concurrently  with 
the  principles  of  responsible  Government. 
In  those  Colonies  where  manhood  suffrage 
exists  those  who  granted  it  had  not  to  deal, 
as  you  have  in  the  Transvaal,  with  a 
portion  of  the  population  politically 
hostile  to  them.  The  noble  Earl  did  not 
tell  us  whether,  in  granting  manhood 
suffrage  in  the  Transvaal,  he  first 
consulted  the  views  of  those  in  authority 
in  Natal ;  whether  he  asked  Dr.  Jameson 
at  the  Cape  what  his  opinion  was  with 
regard  to  the  advantages  of  manhood 
suffrage  in  the  Transvaal.  You  decided 
it,  I  presume,  without  any  reference  at  all 
to  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  other 
Colonies. 

I  have  dwelt  on  the  question  of  man- 
hood sufErage  because  it  bears  so 
peculiarly  on  the  rest  of  the  case — the 
number  of  seats  which  have  been  granted, 
and  the  relation  of  the  number  of  voters 
to  the  number  of  seats.  There  are  some 
44,903  voters  in  the  Witwatersrand  dis- 
trict, and  in  the  rest  of  the  country  there 
are  43,420  voters.  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary and  his  colleagues  have  decided,  in 
a  somewhat  arbitrary  way,  to  grant  the 
Witwatersrand  area  a  number  of  seats 
amounting  to  thirty- four,  Pretoria  six, 
and  the  rest  of  the  country  twenty-nine. 
In  other  words,  the  population  of  the 
Witwatersrand,  composed  of  English  and 
those  who  are  loyal  and  comprising  the 
najoiity  of  the  population,  have  been 
gnea  a  minority  of  seats,  namely,  thirty- 
four;    and  the  Dutch  who  Uve  in  the 
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country  districts,  who  are  in  the  minority 
of  voters  and  who  are  politically  opposed 
to  us,  have  been  given  a  majority  of 
seats — namely,  thirty-five.  And  in  order 
to  make  quite  certain  that  in  the  country 
districts  the  English  representatives  who 
stand  at  the  next  election  shall  have  no 
chance  whatever  of  being  elected,  you 
have  introduced  manhood  sufErage,  know- 
ing full  well  that  thereby  you  will  place 
on  the  roll  of  voters  a  further  7,000  or 
9,000  Dutchmen  who,  by  their  increased 
vote,  will  prevent  any  English  repre- 
sentative being  returned,  certainly  for 
the  country  districts,  and  perhaps  even 
for   Pretoria  itself. 

I    contend    that    the    electoral    basis 
which  the  noble  Earl  has  adumbrated  is 
unfair,  arbitrary,  and  unusual.     It  is  un- 
fair, because  the  voters*  roll  of  1906  is  not 
taken ;     it    is    arbitrary    because    the 
majority  of  voters  in  the  Witwatersrand 
are  given  fewer  seats  than  the  minority 
of  voters  in  the  country  districts  and  in 
Pretoria  ;   and  it  is  unusual  because    in 
order  to  poll  the  full  strength  of  Dutch 
opnion  you  have  resorted  to  manhood 
sufErage,  unprecedented  in  the  previous 
history  of  South  Africa.    We  are  asked 
to-day  to  accept  the  divisions  of  these 
constituencies,  not  because  they  are  fairly 
or   properly   divided    but    because    the 
Dutch,  according  to  the  opinion  of  His 
Majesty's   Government,   should   have   a 
greater  proportion  of  seats  in  the  areas 
where  they  live  than  the  British,  although 
they  are  in  the  minority  with  regard  to 
their  voting  strength.    We  are  asked  to 
accept  the  principle  of  manhood  suffrage, 
not  because  it  is  right  but  because  by  so 
doing  the  number  of  seats  which  are 
allotted  to  the  Dutch  are  bound  to  go  to 
them.    It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  a  matter 
of  grave  doubt  whether  the  first  appeal 
to  the  constituencies  can  possibly  result 
in  the  return  of  a  majority  pledged  to  the 
control  of  British  institutions.     Whether 
I  am  right  or  wrong  this  much  I  do  con- 
tend, that  in  so  grave  a  matter  where  the 
future  ascendancy  of  the  British  race  is 
involved  the  result  should  not  be  left  ia 
doubt.    It  should  not  be  gambled  with, 
and  a  (Government  which,  by  its  poUcy, 
leaves  this  decision  in  doubt  is  unmindful 
of  the  great  trust  imposed  upon  them  and 
will  indeed  be  considered  by  some  to  have 
betrayed  that  trust  altogether. 
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So  much  for  my  opinion.  But  what 
about  the  feeling  of  the  colonists  in  the 
Transvaal  ?  Do  you  think  they  will  draw 
such  moderate  conclusions  after  having 
read  the  proposals  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment ?  I  think  they  will  consider  that 
the  terms  of  this  Constitution  have  been 
largely  drawn  up  against  themselves. 
And  having  created  a  feeling  of  injustice 
in  the  minds  of  these  men  you  will 
alienate  their  sympathies  and  goodwill, 
and  by  so  doing  do  you  think  you  are 
likely  to  contribute  to  the  final  peaceable 
settlement  of  this  great  problem  ?  I  am 
inclined  to  quote  words  which  the  late 
Lord  Salisbury  uttered  several  years  ago 
on  this  particular  subject,  when  he  said 
that— 

"  The  distrust  engeodeied  by  any  betrayal  of 
our  fellow  British  sabjects  would  endanger  the 
future  of  our  dominiou  in  South  Africa." 

I  indeed  fear,  having  listened  to  the 
terms  of  this  new  Constitution,  that  you 
will  engender  distrust  in  the  minds  of 
many  of  our  fellow  subjects  in  South 
Africa  and  lead  them  to  feel  that  they 
have  not  been  treated  with  proper  fair- 
ness, but,  indeed,  have  been  betrayed. 

This  is  the  picture  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  present  to  us  this  afternoon. 
By  their  Constitution  for  the  Transvaal 
we  know  that  probably  a  Dutch  Ministry 
will  come  into  office.  We  know  that 
when  responsible  Government  is  granted 
to  the  Orange  River  Colony  it  will  be- 
come overwhelmingly  Dutch ;  and  we 
know  that  next  year  there  is  every  pro- 
spect of  a  Dutch  Ministry  coming  into 
power  in  Cape  Colony.  The  Dutch  have 
said  frankly  and  openiy  that  once  they  get 
political  power  in  their  hands  the  Civil 
servants  shall  be  Dutch,  the  police  shall 
be  Dutch,  the  Constabulary,  which  to- 
day are  English,  shall  become  Dutch, 
the  Education  Department  shall  be 
controlled  on  Dutch  lines,  and  money 
shall  be  allocated  by  a  Dutch  Parliament 
to  indigent  Dutchmen  in  need  of  it. 
The  prospect  we  have  to  look  forward 
to  is  the  probable  Dutch  ascendancy 
throughout  the  whole  of  South  Africa, 
from  the  Cape  to  the  Zambesi. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  feeling  of 
noble  Lords  in  this  House  is,  but  this 
much  I  feel  sure  I  may  say,  that  we  did 
not  fight  the  late  war  in  order  to  have  this 
kind  of  picture  presented  to  us  now,  after 
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having  spent  so  much  treasure  and 
sacrificed  so  many  lives,  and  after  having 
given  five  years  of  good,  resolute,  strong 
rule  in  the  Transvaal  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  two  such  great  Pro-Consuls  as 
Lord  Milner  and  Lord  Selborne.  All  the 
good  done  is  to  be  dissipated  in  six 
months  by  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
(Jovemment  and  by  the  terms  of  the 
settlement  which  has  been  explained  to 
us  this  afternoon.  We  fought  for  the 
ascendancy  of  British  institutions,  and  to 
secure  that  the  man  who  should  have  the 
last  word  in  the  settlement  of  these 
problems  should  be  the  Briton.  But  the 
ascendancy  of  British  ideals  is  likely  to  bo 
impaired  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  South  Africa  by  the  Govern- 
ment proposals,  and  I  am  therefore 
utterly  unable  to  give  any  meed  of  ap» 
proval  to  them. 

♦Lord  SANDHURST  :  My  Lords,  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  who  have 
just  returned  from  South  Africa,  perhaps 
you  will  allow  me  to  address  a  few  words 
to  you  on  this  subject.  I  know  well  how 
much  controversy  ranges  round  this 
subject,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  embark 
on  the  field  of  controversy.  One  of  my 
objects  in  rising  is  to  express  my  grateful 
thanks  to  both  Boer  and  Briton  for  the 
uniform  kindness  with  which  they  re- 
ceived us,  and  to  say  that  from  the  day 
we  landed  to  the  day  we  left  South 
Africa,  neither  from  Press  nor  platform 
did  we  ever  hear  the  slightest  insinua- 
tion as  to  our  being  subject  to  any 
political  bias. 

We  have  heard  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  the  High  Commissioner  has 
agreed  with  the  enimieration  of  the 
seats — ^thirty-four  for  the  Rand,  six  for 
Pretoria,  and  twenty -nine  for  the  rest  of 
the  Colony.  Of  course,  I  do  not  speak 
with  the  same  authority  as  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  but  I  am  pretty 
confident  that  what  I  say  is  correct,  that 
in  no  salient  point  does  the  High  Com- 
missioner, Lord  Selborne,  disagree  with 
our  Report ;  and  from  what  I  was  able 
to  learn  from  the  statement  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  his  proposals  follow  sub- 
stantially the  lines  of  our  Report.  We 
were  a  political  Committee,  but  we  en- 
deavoured, and  I  hope  with  success,  to 
bear  an  even  mind  in  the  various  matters 
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-that  came  before  tu.    It  was  our  buaineea 
-to  hold  a  great  many  interviews  with  all 
Parties  and  to  have  confidential  com- 
munications  with   a   great   number   of 
people.    We  had  upwards  of  500  wit- 
nesses before  us  and  received  between 
seventy    and    eighty    deputations.       It 
is  difficult,    I   admit,    for    any   one   to 
gauge  correctly  the  situation  in  South 
Africa;   but  when  the  noble  Duke  says 
-the    Government    are    behaving    with 
im&imess  I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying 
ihat  the  main  arrangements  which  have 
been  pot  forward  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
have  secured  the  agreement  of  the  political 
Party  known  as  the  Responsibles,  of  the 
political  Party  known  as  Het  Volk,  of 
the  Labour  Party,  and  also   of  a  great 
munber  of  the  Progressives.  What    the 
opinion    of    the    Progressives    may    be 
toKlay  I  cannot  say,  but  I  know  that 
before   we    started    from   South    Africa 
these  figures  went   to    the    Progressive 
Association.     They  were  sent  oat  to  the 
various  branches,  and,  although  I  have 
no  figures  to  quote  from,  I  am  pretty 
confident    that    the    vast    majority    of 
those  branch  associations  were  in  favour 
of  a  settlement  on  the  lines  proposed. 

There  is  one  matter  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  arising  out  of  the  speech  oi 
the  noble  Duke — namely,  the  question 
of  the  Civil  servants.  I  am  not  in  the 
least  afraid  that  Civil  servants  will 
he  dealt  with  imfairly  owing  to  their 
nationality  or  their  political  opinions, 
if  they  have  any.  But  it  is  rumoured, 
irith  what  truth  I  cannot  say,  that 
certain  departments  are  a  great  deal 
oveistaSed,  and  in  the  Transvaal  there 
was  two  months  I'ago  a  Commission 
sitting  under  the  Presidency  of  one  of 
their  most  distinguished  Judges  of  the 
Bigh  Court,  to  inquire  into  the  Civil 
Service.  If  it  shoidd  so  happen  that, 
as  a  result  of  this  inquiry,  or  owing  to 
any  consequent  administrative  retrench- 
ment, it  'is  necessary  to  turn  some  of 
these  m&i  out  of  their  employment,  I 
hope  their  cases  will  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration and  that  places  will,  if  pos- 
sible, be  found  for  them  in  other  Colonies, 
or  else  that  they  may  be  absorbed  in  the 
<5vil  Service  at  home. 

In  regard  to  the  Second  Chamber,  I 
am,'aware  that  there  was,  and  is,  a  good 
-deal  j[of  oppontioa  to  it  anxoag  certain 


Parties ;  but  I  agree  with  the  noble 
Earl  in  thinking  that  it  would  be  unwise 
to  depart  from  the  precedent  which  has 
ensured  a  Second  Chamber  to  all  the 
Colonies  having  responsible  Govern- 
ment.  As  your  Lordships  are  well 
aware.  Cape  Colony  has  a  Second  Cham- 
ber which  is  elective,  and  Natal  has  a 
Second  Chamber  which  is  nominated  for 
ten  years.  The  Secretary  of  State  said 
that  the  principle  was  to  be  elective, 
but  that  at  any  rate  he  was  going  to 
nominate  it  for  the  first  Parliament. 
So  &r  as  my  humble  opinion  goes,  I  would 
rather  have  seen  the  Second  Chamber 
on  the  principle  of  nomination  rather 
than  on  the  principle  of  election.  As 
to  the  grant  of  manhood  suffrage, 
I  would  ask  the  noble  Duke  and  your 
Lordships  whether  it  is  not  wiser  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
endeavour  to  make  some  arrangement 
by  which  a  minimum  of  irritation  may 
ensue. 

We  had  a  great  many  interviews  with 
various  Parties,  &nd  also  a  great  many 
interviews  with  the  Boers,  and  I  always 
found  them  very  reasonable  in  their 
views.  They  anticipated  a  British  major- 
ity, and  were  perfectly  content  to  abide  by 
it.  My  noble  friend  (Viscount  Milner)  on 
the  Cross  Benches  smiles  at  that.  A  good 
deal  has  taken  place  in  South  Africa  since 
my  noble  friend  left  that  country,  where, 
if  I  may  venture  to  say  so,  he  left  a  great 
reputsition  for  untiring  zeal,  ability, 
and  loyalty  to  his  post.  It  is,  I  think, 
worth  sapng  that  the  Boers  have  realised 
that  there  was  at  any  rate  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  to  be  con- 
siderate and  to  listen  to  all  they  had  to 
say,  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  our  en- 
deavours may  have  worked  some  slight 
good  in  that  direction. 

Doubt  has  been  thrown  on  the  possi- 
bility of  a  British  majority.  None  of  as 
oan  look  into  the  ballot  boxes  of  the 
future.  Personally,  I  consider  there  will 
be  a  British  majority,  but  I  do  not  see 
how  anyone  can  expect  to  have  what  is 
known  as  a  Baud  majority.  Many  of 
the  witnesses  we  had  before  us  said — 

"  Gire  as  a  British  majority  if  yoa  like,  bat 
do  not  give  as  a  Rand  majonty." 

With  regard  to  the  Rand  magnates,  as 
they  are  called,  I  know  that  both  in  this 
country  and  in  South  Africa  tiiere  is  a 
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considerable  feeling  hostile  to  them.  I 
consider  that  prejudice  unjustifiable.  I 
aav  a  good  deal  of  these  gentlemen  and 
I  am  far  indeed  from  believing  the  state- 
ment which  we  have  seen  at  times  asserted 
tiiat  the  measure  of  their  loyalty  and  the 
reason  of  it  is  their  dividends  or  the  price 
of  their  stock.  I  do  not  believe  that  for 
(tee  moment.  The  greater  pturt  of  them 
foU(^t  in  the  late  war,  and  I  regret  that 
strong  terms,  and,  as  I  think,  misleaduig 
terms,  should  be  applied  to  them.  But 
I  do  consider  that  their  apprehensions  are 
in  some  degree  exaggerated,  and  I  regret 
that  many  of  them  have  shown  so  much 
distrust  of  the  Boers. 

While,  as  I  have  said,  we  also  were 
favourably  impressed  with  tiie  Boezs, 
between  the  Boers  and  the  British 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  mutual  respect, 
and  I  hope  that  as  time  goes  on  the  racial 
feeling  and  bitterness  which  has  existed 
will  be  found  in  a  much  less  degree.  I 
cannot  help  feeling  that  with  responsible 
government,  when  they  have  to  fight  out 
their  own  political  battles,  they  will  come 
to  realise  more  and  more  every  day  that 
they  are  subjects  of  the  same  Sovereign 
and  have  both  to  overcome  the  same 
problem.  I  was  very  fortunate  indeed 
in  the  colleagues  who  served  with  me  on 
the  Committee.  Sir  West  Ridgeway,  the 
Chairman,  has  had  a  very  varied  career 
and  is  a  man  of  vast  experience,  tact,  and 
energy ;  whilst  in  Sir  Francis  Hopwood 
we  had  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  permanent 
Civil  servants,  and  in  Colonel  Johnston  a 
gentleman  whose  capacity  for  dealing  with 
figures  is  well  known.  I  would  say,  in 
conclusion,  that  if  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment follow  the  lines  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  as  the  Secretary  of  State 
leads  me  to  believe  they  have,  and  if  we 
have  been  able  to  show  the  Government 
the  lines  on  which  there  would  be  ihe 
least  friction  all  round  and  if  an  improved 
state  of  things  results  from  the  granting 
of  the  Constitution,  the  labours  of  the 
Committee  will  not  have  been  in  vain.     ■ 

•Lord  HARRIS  :  My  Lords,  I  should 
not  have  ventured  to  address  your 
Lordships  to-night  had  it  not  bees  lor  a 
remark  by  my  noble  friend  who  has  just 
sat  down.  I  do  not  profess  to  have  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  political  affairs 
M  the  Transvaal,  such,  perhaps,  as  he  has 
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acquired  from  his  recent  travels  Hiata- 
and  the  numerous  interviews  he  has 
had;  but  in  the  course  of  ten  jBais 
practical  business  connection  witii  the 
Transvaal  it  is  inevitable  that  I  mAst 
have  seen  many  men  aind  heard  Uta 
views  of  politicians  of  all  shades  of 
opinion  there.  It  might  amuse  the 
noble  Lord  the  Colonial  Secretary  to- 
know  that  in  a  conversation  I  had  with, 
a  Boer,  a  person  of  some  influence  in  1^- 
counsels  of  the  Boers,  the  suggesti(HL 
was  made  that  what  are  called  the  Rand 
magnates  should  join  with  the  Boers  in. 
opposition  to  His  Majesty's  pieseut^ 
Govenuneat. 

In  the  course  of  ten  years  I  have  had 
opportunities  of  considering  the  varied 
op'mions  a»  to  the  best  sort  of  Govem- 
ment  for  the  new  Colony,  and  I  take  the 
earliest  opporttmity  of  repudiating,  ao 
far  as  I  can  speak  from  the  information 
that  has  been  given  to  me,  the  idea  that 
the  Progressive  Party  accept  this  settle- 
ment as  a  jiist  one.  I  understood  the 
noble  Earl  to  say  that  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  these  figures  had  been 
circulated  to  the  various  branches  of 
the  Progressive  Association,  and  that 
to  a  considerable  majority  these  pro- 
posals were  acceptable.  I  have  no- 
hesitation  in  saying — and  my  informa- 
tion comes  from  just  as  good  a  source 
as  the  noble  Lonl's — that  if  the  Pro- 
gressive Party  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinion  on  these  pro- 
posals they  would  absolutely  repudiate 
them.  I  suppose  there  is  no  more 
important  jiersonnd  in  any  system  of 
Government  than  the  Civil  servants. 
The  warning  of  the  noble  Lord  who  has^ 
just  sat  down  will  be  regarded  as  a  very 
serious  one  by  many  Civil  servants  in  tha 
Transvaal. 

LoBD  SANDHURST :  I  said  I  did  not 
fear  that  there  would  be  any  dismissala 
owing  to  political  views  or  nationality^ 

•LoBD  HARRIS:  I  have  no  doubt 
that  my  noble  friend  wished  to  be  aa 
encouraging  as  he  possibly  could  to  the 
many  ^vil  servants  in  the  Transvaal^ 
but  I  am  afraid  the  encouragement  he. 
has  given  will  have  a  very  ominoaa 
appearance  to  them.  We  know  well 
what  the  Boers  say;     I  could  read  muiy 
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statements  to  yoni  Lotdshipa  by  pro- 
minent Boers  in  which  they  say  that  the 
British  Civil  servants  have  got  to  go, 
«nd  are  to  be  replaced  by  Boer  Civil 
servants.  At  the  present  moment  there 
is  no  secnrity,  as  &r  as  I  know,  for  any 
Civil  servant  in  the  Transvaal.  I  do  not 
tmow  whether  they  are  entitled  even  to 
six  months  notice  ;  but  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  Civil  service  being 
composed  almoat  entirely  of  Boers. 

The  giving  of  permission  to  use  the 
^Boer  language  in  the  Legislative  Assembly 
■cannot  be  complained  of.  It  has  already 
■been  given  to  Cape  Colony,  and  the 
granting  of  it  to  the  Transvaal  cannot 
be  opposed.  Bat  the  use  of  the  Tail 
will  follow  in  the  Goverament  offices 
and  in  the  schools  and  will  permeate 
the  whole  population.  It  is  a  low, 
degrade!  language,  conpired  to  the 
lai^ags  of  commerce,  the  English 
language.  This  eSete  language  will  agaii 
become  prominent  in  yoxir  most  recently- 
acquired  British  Colony ;  and  there  is  a 
■danger  underlying  that.  One  of  the 
first  thing  that  His  Majesty's  late  (Govern- 
ment tried  to  do  was  to  eacourage  an 
appreciation  of  the  commercial  value,  the 
«dnoational  value,  the  literary  value  of  | 
the  English  language  as  compared  with 
Taal. 

It  is  said  that  at  the  first  election  there 
may  be  a  British  majority.    The  noble 
lord  thinks  that  in  this  British  Colony, 
for  which  this  country  has  sacrificed  so 
much,  there  may  be  a  British  majority.  ' 
What  if  there  is  not  ?    If  there  is  not  a  . 
British  majority  at  the  first  election  what  I 
«hance  is  there  of  a  British  majority  I 
afterwards  ?     The  noble  Duke  has  warned  | 
Hb  Majesty's  Government  that  the  effect  ; 
•of  manhood  suffrage  must  be  to  add, 
quinquennially  it  may  be,  but  at  every 
period  of  a  fresh  election,  some  5,000 
Boers   to    the    voters'    roU.       This    is 
«Sected  by  mere  accretion  of  age.    The 
same  chance  does   not   accrue   to   the 
British  in  the  Transvaal — in  the  first 
jiaoo,  because  their  sons  are  very  much 
younger  and  would  net  therefore  come  up 
to  the   voting   age   in   such   numbers  ; 
woondly,,   there   is,  not  unnaturally,   a 
greater  tendency  to  send  them  home  to 
W  educated,  and  in  a  great  majority  of 
thej  do  not  return. 


The  one  chance  for  British  supremacy 
in  the  Transvaal  is  that  the  oommeroiiJ 
situation  may  improve  and  the  British 
be  encouraged  to  go  out  there.  Abnor- 
mal  numbers  of  British  have  been  return- 
ing by  steamer  from  Cape  Town  during 
the  last  two  or  three  months,  and  all  in 
the  second  and  third  class.  There  is  an 
exodus  from  the  Transvaal  and  has  been 
ever  since  His  Majesty's  present  Govern- 
ment have  been  in  power.  If  that  is 
going  on  as  they  remain  in  offioe  I 
am  afraid  the  chance  for  British 
supremacy  in  the  Transvaal  is  not 
a  very  good  one.  If  not,  what  have  you 
done  ?  You  have  handed  back  a  British 
Colony  which  this  country  has  sacrificed 
much  to  gain,  and  which  it  was  com- 
pelled to  take  over.  The  noble  Barl  and 
his  colleagues  may  use  what  arguments 
they  like  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  but 
they  cannot  deny  that  British  territory 
was  invaded,  that  we  had  a  right  to  put 
the  invader  back,  and  that  we  were 
entitled  to  pursue  our  advantage.  That 
was  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  the  war 
having  been  carried  out  to  its  end  you 
are  now  doing  something  which  imperils 
British  supremacy  in  those  Colonies. 

The  scheme  of  representation  proposed 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  has  a  vory 
plausible  appearance.  There  are  to  be 
thirty-four  seats  for  the  Witwatersraad, 
six  for  Pretoria,  and  twenty-nine  ior  the 
rest  of  the  country.  Add  the  country 
and  Pretoria  together  and  you  get 
thirty-five  as  agiinst  thirty-four  for  the 
Witwatersrand.  It  looks  fairly  well 
balanced,  and  ffis  Majesty's  Government 
are  no  doubt  hopeful  that  that  is  the 
way  it  will  be  looked  at.  But  they  know 
as  well  as  I  do  that  the  Witwatersrand  is 
not  nearly  so  united  as  are  the  country 
districts.  It  is  absurd  to  talk  of  the  mining 
migiates  being  unanimous.  I  have  had 
to  do  with  many  oommunities  in  my  lif« — 
commercial,  industrial,  sporting,  and 
official — and  I  never  came  across  a  body 
more  disposed  to  be  disunited  than  the  so- 
called  Rand  magiates.  The  noble  Barl 
the  Colonial  Secretary  has  already  taken 
advantage  of  their  disunion.  Only  the 
other  day  he  acknowledged  that  by  com- 
municating with  one  of  the  groups — 
the  Robinson  Group — he  had  succeeded 
in  causing  disunion  amongst  them.  :  It 
is  as  easy  as  possible. 
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There  are  many  other  interests  on 
tiie  Rand  bes  des  that  of  the  Band 
magnates.  There  is  the  Labour  Party  to 
be  considered,  and  there  are  various  other 
interests  which  are  by  no  means  in  unison 
with  the  Band  magnates ;  and  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Witwatersrand  represents 
an  united  body  is  utterly  fallacious. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite,  Lord  Sand- 
hurst, made  use  of  another  very  curious 
expression.  He  said,  if  I  followed  him 
correctly — 

"  If  the  GoTernniwit  follows  on  the  lines  of 
our  Report " 

but  I  rather  gathered  from  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord  that  they  were  not 
following  in  the  lines  of  the  Beport.  I 
hope  I  have  not  misquoted  the  noble 
Lord.  That  was  a  very  curious  expres- 
sion. The  noble  Lord  knows  his  own 
Beport  quite  as  well  as  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  he  must  know  for  certain 
whether  the  noble  Earl  was  following 
on  the  lines  of  that  Beport  or  not.  His 
remark  makes  me  extremely  suspicious 
that  there  was  soirething  in  what  the 
noble  Earl  said  which  led  him  to  believe 
that  he  was  not  following  on  the  lines 
of  that  Beport  entirely.  If  such  an 
expression  can  be  used  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  knows  the  contents  of  the 
document  in  question,  you  can  understand 
clearly  what  extraordinary  nunours  are 
getting  about  as  to  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  or  have  not  followed 
on  the  lines  of  that  Beport. 

Lord  SANDHURST :  I  am  very  sorry 
if  I  expressed  myself  clumsily,  but  I  heard 
the  noble  Earl's  statement,  and  I  dis- 
tinctly understood  him  to  follow  on  the 
lines  of  the  Beport. 

♦LoBD  HABBIS  ;    The  whole  of  it  ? 
Lord  SANDHUBST  :   Yes. 

♦Lord  HARBIS:"^  Then  I  misunder- 
stood the  noble  Lord.  If  he '\  had  said 
so  distinctly,  without  using  the  word 
"if"  in  the  first  instance,  I  am  sure 
I  should  not  have  made  the  mistake. 

I  will  not  detain  your  Lordships  any 
longer.  I  have  only  to  repeatTwhat 
I  have  already  said,  that  that  Party 
who  believe,  and  honestly  believe — 
and  I  am  sure  that  many  people  in  this 
country  believe  that  they  are  right  in 
that    supposition — that    they    ar"    Ihe 

Lord  Harris. 


true  protectors  of  British  interests  ia 
the  Transvaal,  absolutely  repudiate  the 
idea  that  they  have  accepted  this  settle- 
ment as  a  just  settlement.  They  have 
not  accepted  any  of  these  attempts  at 
mediation  which  are  no  doubt  made  by 
the  direction  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. They  have  made  a  plain  and  firm 
stand  upon  what  they  believe  to  be 
British  rights  There  is  such  and  such 
a  population  of  British  in  the  Transvaal ; 
there  is  such  and  such  a  population  of 
Boers;  give  us  half  the  number  of  the 
Members  in  the  House.  That  is  our 
right  if  we  are  only  half  and  half,  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  we  are  more  than  half.. 
Give  us  our  proportion — more  than  half — 
which  is  OUT  just  right  as  British  subjects.. 
You  have  not  done  that,  and  it  is  by  that 
that  you  will  be  judged  decades  henoe. 
The  noble  Earl  saidi  in  his  concluding 
remarks,  that  he  firmly  believed  the- 
foundation  stone  of  this  building  of  Con- 
stitutional government  had  been  well  and 
truly  laid.  He  may  be  right.  It  is  Con- 
stitutional government ;  it 's  responsible 
government ;  I  admit  it,  and  the  founda- 
tion and  the  building  may  both  be  sound. 
But  what  is  the  flag  that  is  going  to  wave 
above  it  ten  or  twenty  years  henoe  ?  Is 
it  going  to  be  the  Union  Jack,  or  is  it 
going  to  be  the  flag  of  the  Transvaal 
Bepubl-c  ? 

*LoRl>  COUBTNEY  :  1  must  apologise- 
to  your  Lordships  for  venturing  to  submit 
what  I  am  afraid  will  be  the  opinion  of  a. 
single  man,  and  one  not  likelyto  command 
much  support  in  your  Assembly,  but 
under  the  circumstances,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  stating  the  conclusions  to  which  my 
best  study  of  the  question  compels  me  te 
come.  My  opinion  about  sundry  parts 
of  the  recent  history  and  recent  trans- 
actions in  South  Abica  are  pretty  well 
known.  Unlike  the  noble  Lord  who  has 
just  addressed  you,  I  do  not  desire  to  go- 
back  upon  the  history  of  the  beginning 
of  the  war.  I  desire  to  start  from  the 
conclusion  of  peace,  and  I  believe  that  we- 
ought  to  do  our  best  to  promote  the- 
build  ng  up  of  a  ujtited  society  in  the 
Transvaal,  in  which  the  divisions  of  the 
past  shall  be  lost.  I,  therefore,  deprecate 
any  continuous  harping  upon  the  qnes- 
tioh  of  British  interests,  and  all  refer- 
ences to  any  one  section  of  the  population, 
of   the  Transvaal   as  being   politioal^ 
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hostile  to  OS.  Starting  from  the  peace 
which  was  made  at  Vereeniging,  and 
accepting  the  incorporation  of  the  Trans- 
vaal in  the  British  Empire  as  something 
agreed  upon  by  all,  the  test  which  I  apply 
to  the  proposals  of  His  Majesty's  Gtovem- 
ment  which  have  been  outlined  by 
the  noble  Earl  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
tins :  Do  they  tend  to  promote  the 
development  of  unity  of  feeling,  do  they 
give  ns  any  promise  of  securing  in  the 
end  a  state  of  society  in  which  the  words 
"Boer"  and  "British"  may  be  of 
historical  interest  but  will  have  no 
present  political  importance  1  Qrare 
apprehension  has  been  expressed  as  to 
the  effect  of  having  a  Boer  Prime 
Minister  or  a  Boer  majority  in  the 
forthcoming  Legislature  of  the  Transvaal 
Hay  we  not  address  our  attention  to 
another  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions, 
and  realise  what  has  been  secured  in  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  where  you  have  as 
Prime  Minister  a  French  Canadian, 
supported  in  power  by  voters  who  have 
given  hina  a  large  accession  of  members 
from  the  French  province  of  Quebec  ? 
Does  anyone  now  doubt  the  loyalty  of 
Canada  as  part  of  the  British  Empire  ? 
The  noble  Lord  who  has  just  spoken, 
and  the  noble  Duke  who  spoke  from  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench,  would  be  agreed 
in  bearing  testimony  to  the  loyalty  of  the 
Dominion  in  the  late  war — a  loyalty  not 
confined  to  Britons,  but  a  loyalty  which 
the  French  also  manifested — not,  I  admit, 
to  the  same  extent  in  the  way  of  going 
to  the  war,  but  still  a  loyalty  which  was 
manifested  by  French  as  well  as  by 
British.  In  the  Dominion  the  distinction 
so  far  as  regards  the  British  connection 
between  those  of  French  origin  and  those 
of  British  origin  is  lost.  Ought  we  not 
to  endeavour  to  do  something,  in  laying 
the  foundation  stone  of  this  Constitution, 
which  will  promote  the  end  which  we  are 
all  seeking,  of  losing  in  future  the  dis- 
tinction between  Boer  and  Briton  except 
as  mere  historical  difierences  of  origin  ? 
The  apprehension  which  I  have  in  respect 
of  the  scheme  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  that  it  will  tend  to  maintain  these 
difierences.  The  adoption  of  the  system 
of  single-member  constituencies  may  even 
prevent  these  differences  from  dying 
away.  The  Government  may  have  had 
no  other  corrse  open  to  them,  but  by 
adopting  that  system  they  will  in  jevery 


political  fight,  and  in  every  contest 
for  seats  in  the  new  Legislature,  have 
a  competition  between  the  representa- 
tives of  two  Parties  and  two  Parties 
only,  and  my  great  fear  is  that  that 
competition  will  be  a  racial  competition 
and  will  maintain  instead  of  dissipating 
existing  difierences. 

I  will  not  go  into  this  subject  at 
any  length ;  I  am  always  tempted 
to  do  so,  but  on  this  occasion  I  will 
restrain  myself.  I  desire  your  Lordships 
to  realise  the  difference  of  poUtical 
effect  if  you  have  in  the  Transvaal 
an  area  which  is  going  to  be  divided 
into  five  single-member  constituencies 
instead  of  having  one  constituency  re- 
turning five  Members  representing  the 
different  opinions  which  may  prevail 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  area. 
In  the  first  place,  in  dividing  the  area 
into  single-member  constituencies,  each 
area  will  bring  forward  two  competitors 
for  every  seat ;  the  division  between 
the  two  Parties  will  be  on  racial  lines, 
and  you  will  have  a  division  of  the  I*gb- 
lature  also  on  racial  lines.  This  is  the 
justification  of  those  calculations  which 
Lord  Karris  and  the  noble  Duke  opposite 
have  indulged  in,  as  to  the  possible 
position  of  the  two  Parties  in  the  forth- 
coming Legislature.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
you  had  the  system  of  having  five  Mem- 
bers representing  one  constituency,  you 
would  have  them  representing  different 
sections  of  the  population.  You  might 
have  one  Member  representing  the  mag- 
nates to  whom  reference  has  been  made  ; 
one  representing  the  traders  and  mer- 
chants, who  are  apart  from  the  magnates ; 
a  third  representing  the  actual  workers  ; 
a  fourth  representing  the  Boers  who  are 
disposed  to  be  friendly  with  us,  and  the 
men  of  moderate  opinions ;  and  a  fifth 
representing  the  stubborn  Dopper  class 
whose  hostility  is  always  paraded  before 
us.  You  would  get  a  picture,  in  the 
representation  of  the  constituency,  tend- 
ing to  make  itself  a  reproduction  of  the 
community,  and  tending,  in  the  Legis- 
lature itself,  to  reproduce  the  co-operative 
life  of  the  community. 

I  regret  that  the  opportunity  for 
achieving  this  end  has  been  lost. 
We  have,  on  the  contrary,  this  scheme 
of    sixty-nine    Members    returned     by 
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single-member  constituencies  —  thirty- 
four  by  the  Witwatersrand,  six  by 
Pretoria,  and  twenty-nine  by  the  rest 
of  the  colony.  They  are  to  be  elected 
jafter  contests  of  the  kind  to  which  I  have 
referred.  All  sorts  of  calculations  have 
been  made  as  to  how  these  sixty-nine 
Members  will  be  divided.  I  have  the 
greatest  distrust  of  them  all.  I  doubt 
whether  any  person  can  say  what  will  be 
the  result  of  the  elections  of  these  sixty- 
nine  Members.  You  are  launching  into 
what  I  believe  to  be  a  somewhat  un- 
Imown  future,  which  depends  very  much 
■upon  the  way  in  which  you  cut  up  your 
constituencies  so  as  to  get  the  single 
Members  for  the  difierent  divisions, 
lord  Harris  stated  quite  properly,  if 
1  may  venture  to  say  so,  that  in  the 
Witwatersrand  the  people  are  not 
unanimous,  and  that  the  thirty- four 
Members  who  will  be  elected  cannot  be 
relied  upon  to  be  of  entirely  the  same 
complexion.  Then  there  is  a  part  of 
the  Rand  which  is  largely  occupied  by 
"the  Dutch.  It  depends  upon  the  way 
in  which  you  cut  up  the  areas  whether 
these  Dutch  will  get  their  proportionate 
share  or  whether  they  will  be  lost,  or 
^almo8t  entirely  lost,  in  the  representation 
of  their  British  neighbours,  and  get  no 
share  at  all.  In  Pretoria  the  six  Mem- 
bers will  probably  be  four  British  and 
two  Boers ;  the  division  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  Pretoria  depends  upon  the 
way  in  which  Pretoria  is  cut  up.  The 
temptation  to  gerrymander  and  to 
manoeuvre  and  to  adjust  the  different 
seats  will  be  immense,  and  will  always 
be  recurring.  You  have,  after  all,  a 
scheme  before  you  which  is  something 
like  a  puzzle  map  made  by  children — a 
scheme  having  no  stability  in  itself 
And  giving  no  promise  of  strength  in  the 
future,  but  something  which  is  likely 
to  go  on  developing  more  gerryman- 
dering, so  that  you  have  before  you  a 
prospect  of  division  instead  of  a  pros- 
pect of  reunion  such  as  I  would  gladly 
have  seen. 

A*  I  have  already  said,  the  alter- 
native was  rejected  by  His  Majesty's 
■Government  on  the  Report  made  by 
the  Commisffloners,  because  they  found 
that  the  scheme  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation to  which  I  have  been  referring 
found  Uttle  or  no  favour  in  the  Transvaal. 

Lord  Courtney. 


The  noble  Earl  the  Secretary  of  State — 
and  I  thank  him  for  it— desired  the 
Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the 
matter ;  they  did  inquire,  and  made 
this  Report.  I  believe  there  has  not 
been  in  the  past,  and  there  is  not  at 
present,  a  great  desire  in  the  Transvaal 
for  the  principle  to  which  I  have  referred; 
but  there  is  a  growing  desire  for  it.  I 
ventiue  to  think  that  what  we  find  often 
depends  upon  what  we  look  for,  and  I 
am  not  quite  sure  that  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  although 
there  ,may  have  been  a  realisation 
of  the  importance  of  the  question, 
there  was  any  very  earnest  desire  to 
promote  or  develop  in  the  Transvaal 
any  tendency  towards  the  true  method 
of  representation  which  I  advocate. 

In  passing,  let  me  refer  to  the  principle 
of  one  vote  one  value  to  which  the  noble 
Duke  referred  as  being  of  immense  im- 
portance. What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
value  of  a  vote  ?  Surely  the  value  of  a 
vote  depends  upon  the  effect  which  the 
voter  has  in  sending  a  representative  to 
the  Legislative  Chamber.  If  all  the 
voters  in  a  particular  district  have  the 
same  fractional  effect  in  sending  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  elected  Chamber,  they 
have  votes  which  are  of  the  same  value. 
But  that  is  not  so  if  the  country  is  so 
divided  that  the  minorities  everywhere 
fail  in  getting  election,  because  in  that 
case  the  value  of  their  votes  is  reduced 
to  nothing.  I  might  refer  to  the  example 
of  Wales  in  the  recent  General  Election, 
when  not  a  single  Unionist  was  returned 
for  the  whole  of  the  Principality. 
What,  in  such  a  case,  is  the  value  of  a 
Unionist  vote  in  Wales  ?  It  is  no  use 
cutting  Wales  up  into  equal  elector^ 
areas ;  that  is  roughly  done  at  present ; 
the  value  of  the  Unionist  vote  in  Wales  is 
nothing.  And  so  the  idea  of  one  vote 
one  value,  for  which  the  people  of  the 
Transvaal  cried  out,  will  not  be  realised 
in  the  scheme  which  they  are  going  to 
have;  but  a  little  effort  might,  I  tUnk, 
have  induced  some  of  them  to  discover 
the  true  way  of  getting  what  they  desire. 

Under  such  a  system  you  would  have 
a  representation  proportional  to  the 
divisions  of  the  total  electorate.  If  l^e 
British  electorate  were  in  a  majority, 
their  representation  would  in  the  result 
be  in  a  majority.    Thus  you  wcEuld.get 
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ooe  vote  one  value,  and  obtain  what  the 
noble  Lord  says  cannot  thoioaghly  be 
Telied  upon  in  the  present  case.  The 
<lifficB]t7  was  that  the  people  of  the 
Transvaal  were  not  educated  to  entertain 
the  proposition.  The  idea  found  favour 
irith  scnne  of  the  magnates,  and  With  the 
labourers'  party,  but  it  did  not  recom- 
mend itself  to  the  Boers ;  it  did  recom- 
mend itself  to  sundry  elements  of  society 
in  the  Transvaal,  and  I  think  that  in  the 
future  it  will  c<Mne  to  be  appreciated. 
Bat  for  the  moment  it  has  been  rejected, 
though  not,  I  think,  on  account  of  the  di£B- 
culty  of  the  system,  but  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  it  had  not  been  properly  looked 
st  by  the  people.  I  say  that  it  was  not 
«n  account  of  the  difficulty,  because  the 
principle  of  proportional  representation 
haa  been  adopted  now  amongst  com- 
mnnitiee  which  certainly  cannot  rival 
the  white  community  of  the  Transvaal 
or  exceed  them  in  political  intelligence. 
It  has  been  adopted  most  successfully 
in  Belgium,  and  I  have  in  my  hands  the 
Constitution  of  Finland,  in  which  it  is 
incorporated ;  it  has  also  been  adopted 
in  our  own  Colonies — in  Tasmania  for 
'example — and  what  can  be  worked,  and 
worked  with  effect  and  without  error, 
there,  can  surely  be  worked  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. I  have  detained  your  Lordships 
too  bng  on  what  is  after  all  an  academic 
question,  since  I  am  ready  to  admit  that 
for  the  moment  the  system  could  not  be 
forced  upon  a  colony  which  did  not 
desire  it.  But  I  am  thinking  of  the 
future,  and  I  have  in  mind  what  I  believe 
will  be  the  certain  failure  of  this  method 
of  constructing  the  Constitution  of  the 
Transvaal  to  realise  the  ideas  of  those 
who  have  framed  it.  When  that  happens, 
they  may  turn  to  what  I  believe  to  be 
better  counsels  in  working  out  the  future 
-of  the  country.  On  that  ground,  and  on 
that  ground  only,  I  have  ventured  to  oSer 
these  remarks. 

Then  I  would  say  one  word  as  to  the 
proposed  constitution  of  the  Second 
Chamber.  In  this  Assembly  one  would 
not  speak  in  any  way  depreciatorily  of  a 
Second  Chamber ;  but  I  may  remind  the 
noble  Duke  opposite  who  spoke  of  the 
Second  Chamb^  as  provided  in  all  our 
CcJonies,  that  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
the  Second  Chamber  has  been  dropped  by 
province  after  |Hrovinee,  and  will  soon  be 


non-existent  in  the  Provincial  Legi^ 
latures.  In  the  Dominion  of  Canada  the 
Senate  is  admitted  to  be  a  failure,  and  a 
distinguished  senator  the  other  day  made 
a  speech  advocating  its  entire  recon- 
struction. I  refer  to  this  question  of  the 
Second  Chamber  in  the  Transvaal  for  this 
reason :  it  is  to  be  nominative.  I  can 
hardly  conceive  how  that  nomination  is 
to  be  efieoted.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
think  to  nominate  a  Second  Chamber 
there  which  shall  be  so  composed  as  not 
to  be  regarded  as  hostile  by  one  or  the 
other  Party.  But  that  nomination  is 
to  prevail  only  during  the  first  Parlia> 
ment.  After  that,  it  is  to  be  elected,  and 
if  I  understand  the  noble  Earl  aright  it  Lb 
to  be  elected  after  the  pattern  of  the 
Second  Chamber  in  Cape  Colony.  Bat 
in  Cape  Colony  the  Second  Chamber  b 
elected  upon  a  system  of  proportional 
representation — I  admit  a  very  rough 
system — by  the  operation  of  the  ctimola- 
tive  vote,  just  as  the  Legislature  in 
Illinois  is  elected  by  the  operation  of  the 
cumulative  vote.  The  system  works 
extremely  well,  and  I  believe  that  even 
that  rough  method  would  have  been 
preferable  for  the  election  of  the  First 
Chamber,  becftuse  it  would  have  given 
more  security  for  the  presence  of  men  of 
moderate  views — men  who  are  ready  to 
co-operate  with  their  fellow-men,  who 
are  hoping  to  build  up  society,  and  whose 
efforts  are  directed  towards  establishing 
that  union  in  the  place  of  disunion  which 
is  the  great  want  of  South  Africa.  It  is 
because  of  the  absence  of  any  prospect  of 
realising  that  ideal,  and  because  a  plan 
'  has  been  adopted  which  I  deplore,  that  I 
have  ventured  to  address  your  Lordships, 
and  I  thank  you  for  having  listened  to  me. 

•ViBcouNT  MILNER :  My  Lords,  I 
think  it  very  likely  that  there  are  no  two 
Members  in  this  House  who  diSer  more 

Srofoundly  in  their  general  view  of  the 
oath  African  situation  than  the  noble 
Lord  who  has  just  addressed  you  and 
myself.  It  is  pleasant  occasionaBy  to 
find  points  of  cordial  agreement  with 
one's  political  opponents,  and  I  can  only 
say  that  in  the  very  forcible  and,  as 
seems  to  me,  convincing  argument  which 
he  has  addressed  to  your  Lordships  in 
favour  of  the  system  of  proportional 
representation,  which  I  beHeve  would 
be  advantageous  everywhere,  and  which 
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I  believe  is  particularly  suitable  to 
the  conditions  of  South  Africa,  I  en- 
tirely concur.  I  did  in  my  humble 
way  attempt  while  I  was  in  South 
Africa  to  bring  other  people  to  take 
the  same  view  on  that  subject,  and  I 
often  used  arguments,  not  certainly  so 
eloquent  or  so  forcible,  but  yet  bearing  a 
very  strong  family  resemblance  to  those 
which  have  oeen  now  addressed  to  you. 
But  I  regret  to  say — I  do  not  know  what 
effect  the  noble  Lord  might  have  produced 
— that  all  my  efforts  met  with  total  failure. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  was  absolutely 
nobody  who  agreed  with  me,  but  certainly 
the  number  of  those,  of  whatever  race  or 
class,  who  were  willing  to  give  any  hearing 
to  a  proposal  for  proportional  representa- 
tion was  so  small  that  I  fully  understand 
why  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
found  it  impossible  to  base  their  new 
system  upon  that  principle.  I  regret  it, 
and  I  hope,  with  the  noble  Lord,  that 
when  the  time  for  making  the  Second 
Chamber  elective  comes,  this  matter  may 
be  reconsidered ;  for  it  is  certainly  very 
remarkable  how  much  more  fairly  the 
system  of  proportional  representation 
works  out  in  the  Cape  Colony  than  the 
system,  not  in  that  case  of  single  member, 
but  of  double-member  constituencies  with- 
out any  provision  for  minorities.  In  the 
Cape  Colony,  taking  the  bulk  of  the  coun- 
try districts,  you  have,  roughly  speaking, 
about  two  Boers  to  every  white  man  who 
is  not  a  Boer.  Under  the  system  which 
prevails  for  the  Lower  House  the  repre- 
sentation of  those  districts  is  exclusively 
Boer ;  one-third  of  the  population  is 
absolutely  excluded  from  any  representa- 
tion whatsoever.  Under  the  system 
which  prevB  ils  for  the  election  of  the  Upper 
House,  as  nearly  as  possib,le  one- third  of 
the  representatives  of  those  districts 
are  British.  Inversely  in  the  case  of  the 
Cape  Peninsula,  where  there  is  an  enor- 
mously preponderant  British  population, 
but  still  a  considerable  Dutch  population 
also,  you  get  in  the  Lower  House  no 
single  Dutch  representative ;  whereas, 
in  the  Upper  House  out  of  three  repre- 
sentatives, one  represents  the  Dutch 
section  of  the  community.  You  could 
not  have  a  more  curious  illustration  of 
the  great  difference  in  fairness  between 
the  two  principles  as  applied  to  the 
oonditions  of  South  Africa.  And  1  can- 
not help  hoping  that  between  this  time 
Viscount  MUntr. 


and  the    time    when    the   constitntioik 
of  the  projected  Upper  House    comes 
to  be  decided,  there  may   be   such  a 
development  of  opinion   as  will  enable 
the   Goverimient  of  that  day  to  adopt 
and   justify  them  in    adopting  the  &r 
sounder  principle  for    the    elections    of 
the  Upper  Chamber.    That,  no  doubt,  i& 
a  by-point,  but  I  do  not  consider  it  a 
point  of  small  importance.    It  may  not  be- 
of  burning  interest  to-day,  but  it  certainly 
has  a  greater  bearing  than  is  commonly 
supposed   upon   the  development  of    a- 
better   feeling   between   the   two    great 
races  of  South  Africa  whom  we  are  all 
agreed    in    desiring    to    see    ultimately 
amalgamated  and  fused.    And  for  that 
reason,  even  at  this  moment,  when  matters 
of  more  urgent  importance  are  engaging 
your  Lordships'  attention,  I  hope  I  may 
be  pardoned  if  I  have  spent  some  time 
in  paying  my  tribute  to  the  principle. 

I  am  not  going,  especially  at  this  late 
hour,   to   attempt   to  cover   the   whole 
ground  of  the  noble  Earl's  statement. 
Your  Lordships  were  kind  enough  to  listeik 
to  me  at  enormous  length  on  the  subject 
of  South  Africa  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the- 
session,  and   I   do   not  wish   to   repeat 
anything    I    said    then.     But    I    may 
be    allowed    to    express    my    confirmed 
conviction,    which    nothing     that     has- 
happened  since  has  in  the  least  shaken — 
but  which  a  great  deal  that   has    hap- 
pened [strongly  confirms — ^my  convictioib 
that  a  great  and  capital  error  was  made 
when  His  Majesty's  Government  reveTsed 
in  certain  material  respects  the  policy" 
which  had  been  followed  by  their  pre- 
decessors.   I  say,  probably  for  the  last 
time  in  your  Lordships'    House,  foT  I 
do  not  wish   always  to  harp  on    this, 
string,  that  I  believe  nothing  but  a  little 
patience  and  persistence  in  that  policy 
was  needed  in  order  to  lead  us  gradually 
to  a  satisfactory  result.    From  my  point 
of  view  there  were  two  prime  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  a  wise  policy  in  South 
Africa.     The  first  was  to  go  on  steadily,, 
but  at  the  same   time  cautiously    and 
circumspectly,  in  the  matter  of  consti- 
tutional   development,    and    the    other 
was  to  use  every  effort  to  presb  forward 
the  material  recuperation  and  develop- 
ment of  the  country.     From  my  points 
of  view,  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
departed    from    both    those    principles. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


649 


The  Transvaal 


{31  JXILY  1906) 


Constitution. 


66» 


Thej  have  rushed,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
witb  precipitate  speed,  into  the  granting 
of  complete  responsible  government,  and 
at  the  same  time  they  have  taken  a  course 
which  imperils  the  material  prosperity  of 
fte  country  by  threatening  that  which 
is  the  fundamental  condition  of  the  pros- 
perity of  every  industry  within  it — 
namely,  an  ample  labour  supply. 

My  Lords,  it  is  my  conviction  that 
mischief  has  been  done  which  can  never 
be  retrieved.  I  dismiss  that.  There  is 
nothing  more  to  be  said  about  it.  The 
problem  be&)re  us  now  is  how  far  that 
mischief  may  be  mitigated  by  any 
snangements  which  we  make  at  the 
present  t  ime.  I  desire  to  be  absolutely 
Uir  to  the  proposals  which  we  have 
■heaid  outlined  to-day.  I  feel  naturally 
at  a  very  great  disadvantage  in  dis- 
cussing them  without  having  more  time 
to  examine  them  carefully.  But, 
as  I  have  said,  I  desire  to  be 
fair,  and  I  will  try  to  err  on  the 
side  of  approval  rather  than  of 
criticism  in  regard  to  any  points  on 
which  I  may  be  in  doubt.  There  are  a 
certain  number  of  points  to  which  I 
do  not  wish  to  refer,  because  so  much 
has  already  been  said  about  them;  but 
there  are  others  well  worthy  of  con- 
nderation  which  have  not  been  touched 
upon.  If  your  Lordships  will  allow  me 
I  will  dwell  briefly  upon  those  points 
which  seem  to  me  to  have  been  omitted. 
And  in  the  first  place,  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  I  did  not  wish  or 
intend  to  give  offence  to  the  noble  Lord 
the  ibember  of  the  Commission  by 
Bmiling  at  anything  he  said ;  but  it  was 
a  tittle  difficult  not  to  smile  when  I  heard 
that  he  was  relying  to  some  extent  for  a 
British  majority  upon  the  fact  that  the 
Boers  who,  we  are  pleased  to  know, 
have  given  their  approval  to  the  proposals 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  assured  him 
that  under  those  proposals  there  would 
be  a  British  majority.  I  cannot,  however, 
be  surprised  that  the  fact  that  the 
Boeis  gave  that  assurance  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory  to  their  political  opponents. 
I  firmly  believe  that  what  Lord  Harris 
said  is  true,  that  though  these  proposals 
may  have  the  approval  of  the  Boer 
community,  they  have  not  the  approval 
of  the  vsat  majority  of  the  British  com- 
mvni^,  and  -quite  naturally  so.    How 


could  it  be  otherwise  ?  Look  at  thft- 
faots.  The  €rovernment  make  a  great 
point  of  the  fact  that  they  have  accepted 
the  voter  basis.  That  is  commonly 
regarded  as  a  great  triumph  for  those- 
who  are  desirous  to  see  a  Party  in  power 
in  the  Transvaal  which  will  steer 
the  country  during  the  next  few  critical 
years  more  or  less  on  the  lines  hitherto- 
followed  in  the  direction  of  the  consolida- 
tion of  British  institutions.  But  I  ask 
how,  given  the  voter  basis,  it  ia 
possible  that  the  Boers  should  not. 
be  satisfied  or  that  the  British  should  not 
be  dissatisfied  with  this  result  ?  What: 
is  the  result  ?  It  is  that  in  the  distribu- 
tion  of  seats  there  are  nominally  thirty- 
four  for  the  Rand — there  are  not  reaUy 
thirty-four,  as  I  will  explain  in  a  moment 
—  six  for  Pretoria,  and  twenty -nine- 
for  the  rest  of  the  country.  But 
this  is  really  our  old  friend  "thirty- 
three,  six,  thirty  "  under  another 
name,  because  the  thirty-four  for  the- 
Rand  include  Krugersdorp  rural,  which, 
although  by  a  geographical  accident 
it  is  included  in  the  Witwatersrand 
area,  is  thoroughly  Boer,  and,  if  I  may 
say  so,  is  as  purely  a  back  veldt  constitu- 
ency as  almost  any  in  the  Transvaal. 
That  being  so,  I  must  really  be  allowed 
to  retransfer  that  seat  to  the  side  to- 
which  it  belongs. 

*The  Earl  of  ELGIN :    It   makes, 
no  difference  to  my  argument. 

ViscocNT  MILNER :  It  is  material 
to  my  point.  The  position  is  this: 
We  have  thirty-three  seats  for  the- 
Rand,  gix  for  Pretoria,  and  thirty 
for  the  rest  of  the  country.  What  is- 
the  effect  of  that?  I  deprecate- 
as  strongly  as  the  noble  Lord  who  has- 
just  spoken  all  nice  calculations  as  to- 
how  this  distribution  .will  exactly  result. 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  wrong  to  let  the- 
whole  future  of  the  country  depend  upon 
chance  to  the  extent  to  which  we  are- 
leaving  it  in  these  arrangements.  But 
circumstances  being  what  they  are,  I  am 
forced  to  consider  what  is  likely  to  be  the- 
result  of  this  particular  distribution  of 
seats.  I  think  I  will  have  the  nobl& 
Lord  who  was  a  member  of  the  Cknu- 
mission,  and  everybody  who  knows  any- 
thing at  all  about  it,  with  me,  in^saying; 
that  the  result  of  this  distribution  may 
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"i)«  to  ^ve  a  small  British  majority,  or  it 
may  be  to  give  a  small  Boei  majority; 
but  no  self-respecting  man  who  knows 
anything  about  the  facts  can  say  con- 
MxaAj  that  it  will  produce  the  one  re- 
-sult  or  the  other.  That  is  the  position ; 
-we  have  a  distribution  of  seats  and  of 
political  power  by  which  the  future  Execu- 
tive of  the  Transvaal — for,  mind  you,  the 
most  important  function  of  this  New 
Assembly  will  be  to  determine  who  are 
to  be  the  depositaries  of  executive  power — 
4knd  the  composition  of  the  Legisla- 
ture upon  which  that  Executive  depends 
is  left  in  absolute  uncertainty — ^a  matter 
>of  doubt.  From  my  point  of  view 
it  is  unwise,  it  is  absolutely  wroi^  in 
the  present  circumstances  to  follow  a 
•course  which  may  result  within  one  year 
:in  the  handing  over  the  government  of  the 
Transvaal  to  Mr.  Botha  and  Mr.  Smuts. 
It  is  no  use  blinJdng  matters.  That  is  the 
result  which  may  follow  from  the  steps 
you  are  takii^;.  No  man  who  knows 
the  circumstances  can  deny  that  that 
result  may  follow;  and  it  is  sufficient 
for  me,  and  I  believe  it  is  sufficient  for 
the  majority  of  people  in  this  country, 
to  know  that  that  is  a  possible  result  of 
the  arrangements  now  being  made,  to 
lead  them  to  condemn  the  scheme.  I 
•say  that,  however  anxious  we  may  be  to 
treat  our  new  fellow-subjects  with  abso- 
lute fairness,  however  deeply  we  may 
•desire  that  they,  British  and  Boer, 
-should  live  together  in  friendship  and 
-amity,  it  is  too  soon  after  the  events  of  the 
last  few  years  to  run  the  risk  of  seeing  the 
whole  executive  power  in  the  colony 
"transferred  to  the  hands  of  men  who 
must  at  present  be  totally .  out  of 
•sympathy  with  the  British  institu- 
tions which  they  will  nevertheless  be 
•oalled  upon  to  work.  That  is  what 
joa  have  to  face ;  let  there  be  no  illusion 
•on  the  subject.  From  our  point  of  view, 
from  the  Imperial  point  of  view,  from 
•the  point  of  view  of  the  peaceful  develop- 
ment of  South  Africa,  it  is  a  dangerous 
prospect. 

But  what  I  want  particularly  to  call 
attention  to  is  what  must  be  the  feeling 
of  the  British  population  when  they  are 
.asked  to  accept  this  as  a  fair  result  of 
the  voters'  basis.  The  best  they  can 
liope  for  is  a  small  majority,  but  they 
onay  be  in  a  minority.    What  are  the 
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numbers  on  the  voters'  basis?  To  tbft 
best  of  my  recollection — I  do  not  know 
what  may  have  happened  since  I  left 
South  Africa — the  numbers  of  adult 
males  included  in  the  oensus  waw 
something  like  38,000  or  39,000  oa 
the  Boer  side,  and  something  like  50,000 
or  51,000  on  the  British  side.  The 
British,  therefore,  are  in  a  majority  of 
something  more  than  five  to  four  <hi 
the  voters'  basis  which  the  Govern- 
ment say  they  are  adopting.  Can 
you  expect  those,  who  on  the  vertera' 
basis  are  in  that  majority,  to  be 
satisfied  with  a  distribution  of  seats  and 
with  electoral  arrangements  generally 
which  make  it  doubtful  whether  they 
will  have  any  majority  at  all  in  ih» 
Legislature  1  No  wonder  that  the 
Boers  are  satisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ment. Whatever  their  anticipatioBB 
as  to  how  it  may  work  out,  it  is 
perfectly  natural  that  they  should 
welcome  a  distribution  of  seats  ao 
advantageous  to  them. 

That,  I  say  at  once,  is  the  one 
great  objection  by  the  side  of  which 
everything  else  is  of  minor  impor- 
tance. We  say  it  is  too  sooa  after 
recent  events  to  risk  the  ohanoe  of  a 
Boer  Executive  in  the  Transvaal.  We 
maintain  that  as  a  matter  of  practical 
policy.  But  if  you  press  us  on  the  ground 
of  abstract  justice,  we  say  further  that 
though  you  have  adopted  the  voters'  basis 
your  arrangements  will  work  out  in  such  a 
way  as  to  stultify  that  basis,  because  tkey 
give  to  a  great  majority  of  voters  a 
doubtful  majority  of  seats,  prno  majority 
at  all. 

Passing  to  other  points,  I  may  say  1 
welcome  the  creation  of  a  Second 
Chamber.  But,  though  it  will  have  its 
advantages,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
amount  of  protection  it  will  afford  will 
be  comparatively  small,  for,  after  all,  that 
which  we  look  for 'xrard  to  with  most  alamn 
is  the  possibility  of  the  executive  power 
falling  into  hands  where  we  do  not  desire 
to  see  it.  Against  the  danger  of  admhus- 
trative  action  on  the  part  of  an  anti- 
British  Executive,  against  that  whioli  is 
the  most  serious  danger,  an  Upper 
Chamber  is  hardly  any  protection — ^I  had 
almost  said  no  protection  whatever.  The 
protection  which  an  Upper  CSuunlMr  can 
afford  is  confined  to  lepd«tion 
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an  important  prot«etiou,  I  adniit,  but 
one  iHiich  does  not  touch  the  most 
vital  point  of  all,  namely,  the  question 
into  iriiose  hands  the  executive  power  of 
the  new  Colonies  is  likely  to  pass. 

A  ba  more  important  concession — ^if 
I  am  justified  in  so  calling  it— on  the  part 
of  the  Gtovemment  to  its  critics,  is  the 
postponement  of  the  establishment  of 
lespomible  government  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony.  Upon  this  point,  how- 
ever, I  desire  to  ask  whether  the  postpone- 
ment is  due  to  sm  appreciation  by  the 
Government  of  the  extreme  gravity  of  the 
atoation  impending  in  South  Africa,  or 
iriiether  the  postponement  is  merely  for 
reasons  of  administrative  convenience  and 
because  it  is  at  this  moment  impossible 
for  them  to  get  through  the  work  of  fram- 
ing a  new  constitution  for  the  Orange 
Bivec  Colony.  I  sincerely  trust  that  the 
postponement  of  the  grant  of  full  re- 
^nsible  government  to  the  people 
of  the  Orange  River  Colony  is  due  to  a 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  we  cannot 
aftwd  to  run  too  many  risks  at  once  in  a 
sitaation  of  such  great  delicacy  as  is  pre- 
sented in  South  Africa  to-day.  |g 

Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to  refer 
briefly  to  what  the  noble  Earl  has  said 
witJi  reference  to  land  settlement. 
When  I  heard  his  first  sentence  on  this 
subject  I  was  in  great  hope  that  he  was 
going  to  propose  a  measure  which  would 
not  only  afford  the  one  possible  really 
sure  safeguard  to  existing  settlers  but 
would  at  the  same  time  ensure  the 
continuance  of  what  he  himself  admits 
to  be  a  valuable  experiment  of  land 
settlement  in  the  new  colonies.'  But 
I  am  Borry  to  say  my  hopes  j^ were 
soon  dashed  when  he  proceeded  to  say 
that  the  introduction  of  this  system 
of  putting  the  settlers  and  the  work  of 
land  settlement  imder  a  separate  board, 
n(»ninated,  I  presume,  by  the  Imperial 
Government,  must  depend  on  the  con- 
currence of  a  majority  in  the  respective 
cokmies.  Now,  my  Lords,  if  it  is  to 
depend  on  the  concurrence  of  the  majority 
in  the  Orange  River  Colony  whether 
the  experiment  of  British  settlement 
is  to  continue,  it  would  be  simpler  and 
more  stntightforward  to  tear  up  the 
whole  thing  at  once.  It  is  perfectly  out 
of  the  question  that  any  elected  majority 
in  the  Orange  Riv«  Gc4ony  would  consent. 


if  it  were  left  to  it  to  decide,  in  &Tour  of  a. 
ccmtinuanoe  of  British  settlement.    I  had 
rather  hoped  that  the  intention  of  His- 
Majesty's  Gk>vemment  on  this  subject- 
might  have  been  more  favourable  than 
I  gather  from  the  noble  Earl  that  it  really^ 
is.    But  on  the  remote  chance  of  my  view 
still  be   adopted,  I    would   once  moro 
urge,  not  only  the  justice  and  the  extreme- 
simplicity,  but  the  immense  future  ad- 
vantages that    may    be    derived   frook 
keeping  the  system  of  land   settlement 
under  a   board  responsible  not  to    th» 
local  but  to  the    Imperial  authorities.. 
I  would  further  point  out  what  is  often 
overlooked,  that  there  is  really  no  reason 
whatever  why  this  should  not  be  done- 
without  any  interference  whatever  withi 
responsible     government      when      that 
is  granted.    Why  should  the  people  and! 
Government     of     Great     Britain      not 
own    and    administer     lands    in      the- 
new    colonies,    when    any    number    of 
British  companies  own  and  administer 
land  there?    It  is  not  my  suggestion 
that  the  Land  Settlement  BoardBhould! 
interfere  in  any  way  or  involv  any  inter- 
fer.nce  whatever  with  the  ordinary  law 
or  the  ordinary  administration  of  the- 
new  colonies.    It  would  administer  the- 
land  as  the  property  of  the  people  of  this- 
country,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of' 
this  country,    and    indirectly   also    for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  South  Africa^ 
but  under    the  ordinary  law  of  South 
Africa.     But  the  fact  that  the  administra- 
tion was  in  the  hands  of  a  British  Board 
nominated    by     the    Imperial    Govern- 
ment would  not  only  be  a  security  for 
existing    settlers — I  venture    to    think 
it  is  the  only  security  they  can   have — 
but  it  would  also  ensure  the  continuance- 
of  the  permanent  application  of  the  land' 
settlement    fund,    as  it  was    paid  back- 
by    the   present   settlers,    to    the  pur- 
pose   for   which   it   was    originally    in- 
tended.   This  may  be  the  last  oppor- 
tunity I  may  have,  and  I  venture  most 
strongly  to  urge  on  the  Government  the- 
adoption    of    some   such    plan    as   this, 
because  there   is  nothing  they  or  any 
British  Government  can  do  which  would 
more  conduce  to  the  drawing  together 
and    the     improvement     of     the      re- 
lations of  the  two  races  about  which  the 
noble  Lord  has  spoken,   and  which  he 
representing  one  pole  of  opinion,  [and   I 
perfaap»  representing  the  other,    are   in. 
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•cordial  agreement  in  regarding  as  the 
ultimate  object  of  our  South  African 
policy. 

Now,  my  Lords,  one  word  as  to  the 
•question  of  the  franchise  for  the 
■coloured  population.  It  is  not  of  im- 
mediate practical  importance,  but  a 
-direct  appeal  has  been  I  made  to  me 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary  which  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  evade.  He  seemed 
to  doubt  whether  it  could  be  fairly 
:  argued  and  he  appeared  to  question 
how  I  could  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
'Clause  8  of  the  Treaty  of  Vereeniging, 
which  provides  that  natives  shall  not  be 
■given  the  vote  until  after  the  introduction 
of  representative  institutions,  did  not 
apply  to  coloured  people.  I  cannot 
remember  that  during  the  discussions  at 
Tereeniging  this  point  was  raised; 
though  my  impression  is  that  if  it  had 
been  raised  I  should  most  undoubtedly 
have  objected  to  its  application  to  the 
•coloured  people.  But  I  do  not  care 
'for  these  hypothetical  arguments.  The 
matter  was  to  the  best  of  my  belief  not 
raised,  and  the  question  has  to  be 
decided  by  the  actual  text  of  the  treaty. 
The  text  of  the  treaty  says  "  natives  " 
and  does  not  say  "coloured  people." 
1  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the 
Dutch  word  "naturellen"  was  used- 
I  venture  to  say  that  nobody  familiar 
with  the  common  use  of  language 
in  South  Africa  would  hold  either 
that  "natives"  included  coloured 
people,  some  of  whom  very  much  more 
resemble  whites  than  natives,  or  that 
"'  naturellen  "  included  "  kleurlingen  " 
which  is  the  universally  accepted  word  in 
South  Africa  for  coloured  people.  I 
'fully  admit  with  the  noble  Earl  that 
South  African  feeling  would  be  against 
giving  any  franchise  rights  even  to 
«oloured  people.  I  regret  it.  I  have 
fought  that  battle  over  and  over  again. 
But  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  in  this 
matter  as  in  the  question  of  propor- 
tional representation  mine  has  been 
almost  a  solitary  voice.  At  the  same 
time  I  maintain  that  I  am  justified  in 
upholding  the  position  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  necessity  arising  from  South 
African  feeUng  on  tWs  subject,  the  Terms 
-of  Vereeniging  did  not  preclude  the 
granting  of  the  franchise  to  coloured 
-people ;  and  I  must  say  that  the  case 
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for  the  civilised  coloured  man  is  extra 
ordinarily  strong. 

Two  things  more  I  have  to  say  and 
then  I  have  done.  The  first  is  with  regard 
to  the  Civil  Service.  I  gather  from  the 
noble  Earl  that  provisions  are  going  to 
be  made  for  the  protection  of  the  Civil 
servants  who  may  be  discharged. 

*The  Earl  of  ELGIN:  I  did  act 
say  so.  What  I  said  was  that  I  was 
not  going  to  discuss  it  to-day. 

♦Viscount  MILNER:  I  can  only 
regret  that  what  seems  to  me  an  abso- 
lutely vital  and  necessary  provision  in 
this  matter  has  been  omitted  or  is  being 
omitted  from  the  Letters  Patent. 

■*The  Eabl  of  ELGIN :  I  did  not  say 
it  was  omitted,  either.  I  only  said 
I  was  not  going  to  discuss  it  to-day. 

*Vi80OUNT  MILNER :  I  do  not  wish, 
then,  to  do  more  than  to  urge  upon  the 
noble  Earl  and  his  colleagues  that  this 
h  a  serious  and  vital  matter.  I  was  not 
at  all  convinced  by  what  was  stad  by  the 
noble  Lord,  the  member  of  the  Committee, 
on  this  subject.  No  doubt  at  this  stage 
we  can  hardly  expect  those  in  the  new 
colonies  who  are  hostile  to  the  existing 
Civil  Service,  with  the  prospect  of  their 
being  put  into  power  hanging  in  the 
balance,  to  adopt  a  threatening  tone. 
You  would  naturally  think  they  would  in 
these  circumstances  be  most  careful  to 
avoid  threats,  but  even  now  one  of  the 
leaders  of  what  I  may  call  the  Transvaal 
Opposition  has  gone  the  length  of  pointing 
out  that,  although  some  of  the  British 
Civil  servants  may  be  good,  many  of  them 
are  superfluous  luxuries,  and  that  one  of 
the  duties  of  a  Boer  administration  would 
be  to  find  places  for  the  dispossessed 
Boer  officials.  How  are  they  to  find 
them  places,  especially  if  at  the  same  time 
they  are  practising  economy,  except  by 
causing  vacancies  in  the  berths  at  present 
filled  by  British  Civil  servants  ?  It  is  a 
clear  danger.  It  ia  not  a  danger  against 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  can,  I 
think,  in  honour,  hesitate  to  provide. 

My  last  point  is  this:  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  possible  for  the  noble  Earl 
to  give  us  a  little  more  enlightment  as  to 
what  is  going  to  happen  with  r^ard  to 
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Ihe  important  question  of  labour  in  the 
period  between  the  granting  of  the  Letters 
Patent  and  the  time  when  the  elected 
Legislature  of  the  Transvaal  may  be  able 
to  deal  with  that  quest  ion.  What  I  under- 
stand is  proposed  is  that  the  moment  a  new 
Legislature  is  elected  in  the  Transvaal 
the  existing  statute  will  lapse.  In  that 
-cage  we  shall  have  an  interval — it  may  be 
a  considerable  interval — during  which 
there  will  be  no  law  at  all  providing  for  the 
legulation  of  the  relations  between  the 
imported  foreign  labourers  and  their 
masters.  This  is  a  very  serious  and 
grave  addition  to  the  doubts  and  un- 
certainties already  resting  upon  the 
^trincipal  industry  of  the  Transvaal, 
imcertainties  which  more  than  anything 
eke  are  responsible  for  the  extreme 
ilepression  wluch  at  present  exists  in  that 
tsooutry.  There  is  one  other  question  in 
that  respect  on  which  I  should  like  the 
views  of  his  Majesty's  Government. 
THien  the  Transvaal  Legislature  does 
^eal  with  this  question  of  imported  labour, 
vhich  is  of  such  fundamental  importance 
to  that  country  and  the  whole  of  South 
Africa,  is  it  going  to  be  left  free  to  deal 
with  it  ?  Is  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment to-day  the  policy  with  which  they 
started — ^the  poUcy  of  leaving  it  to  a 
Tesponsible  Government  in  the  Transvaal 
to  decide  that  question,  or  is  it  the 
jwlicy  which  they  subsequently  adopted 
under  pressure  from  a  certam  section 
«f  their  own  followers,  of  leaving  it  to 
the  Transvaal  Legislature  to  decide  only 
within  certain  indefinite  limits  which  are 
to  be  imposed  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment's "  moral  sense  "  ?  The  question 
is  one  absolutely  vital ;  and  I  may  say  this 
— that  if  there  is  one  thing  which  would 
reconcile  those  of  us  who  look  upon  the 
establishment  of  responsible  government 
in  the  Transvaal  with  the  greatest  alarm, 
it|would  be  the  feeling  that  on  this 
moat  essential  question  the  people  of 
the  colony  were  to  be  allowed  to 
work  out  their  own  salvation.  That 
is,  to  my  mind,  the  one,  the  only 
strong  argument  in  favour  of  granting 
responsible  government  at  the  present 
moment.  But  if  at  .the  same  moment 
that  we  grant  responsible  government  and 
take  all  the  risks  of  granting  responsible 
government — risks  which,  in  my  opinion, 
-are  greater  than  we  ought  to  take — we  are 
to  deprive  the  colony,  to  which  we  profess 


to  be  giving  full  freedom,  of  the  right  of 
de<$iding  the  most  urgent  and  vital  of  all 
the  questions  affecting  its  immediate 
existence,  the  one  soUtary  argument  in 
favour  of  responsible  government  is 
knocked  away,  and  in  the  balance  of 
considerations  there  is  nothing  to  set 
against  the  evil  of  the  propose  1  settle- 
ment. It  is  in  every  respect  a  settlement 
as  disadvantageous  to  the  colony  as  it  is 
calculated  to  endanger  the  relations  of 
the  colony  and  the  mother  country. 

*The  Makqubss  of  LANSDOWNK  : 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  for  more  than  a  very 
few  moments.  Personally,  I  should  be 
glad  to  leave  the  question  where  it  has 
been  left  by  the  noble  \iscount  who  has 
just  addressed  the  House  with  so  much 
effect.  I  feel,  moreover,  that  I  am  ap- 
proaching  the  question  at  a  great 
disadvantage,  because,  like  most  of  your 
Lordships,  I  am  called  upon  to  discuss 
proposals  which  have  indeed  been  un- 
folded to  us  in  a  very  clear  speech  by  the 
noble  Earl  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  but  proposals  which  have  not 
yet  been  put  m  writing,  and  which  we 
have  had  no  opportimity  of  considering 
as  they  deserve  to  be  considered.  I  feel 
that  here  again  we  are  suffering  from  a 
tendency  which  I  detect  in  so  many  pro- 
ceedings of  his  Majesty's  Government — 
a  tendency  to  do  things  in  a  tremendous 
hurry.  I  remember  the  time  when  Mr. 
Gladstone  was  irreverently  described  by  a 
young  Conservative  statesman  as  "  an 
old  man  in  a  hurry."  I  think  this 
Government  may  be  described  as  a 
young  Government  in  a  hurry.  In  this 
case  they  have  forced  the  pace  at  a 
very  furious  rate.  I  have  heard  since 
coming  into  the  House  this  evening  a 
report  that  appeared  to  be  something 
more  than  an  idle  rumour — that  the 
report  of  Sir  West  Ridgeway's  Committee 
was  not  actually  signed  until  to-day. 
That  may  be  a  mare's  nest.  If  so  I  shall  be 
glad  if  the  noble  Marquess  will  correct  me. 

Why  is  it  that  it  is  so  urgently 
necessary  that  the  Transvaal,  if  it 
is  to  receive  responsible  government, 
should  be  given  that  responsible  govern- 
ment at  once  and  per  solium  ?  Is  it 
not  the  case  that  other  British  colonies 
have  had  to  wait  and  go  through  a  period 
of  transition  during  which  they  were  given 
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lepro^ehtative  institutions,  but  were  not 
given  responsible  government  in  full 
measure  1  Is  that  not  true  of  some  of  the 
Canadian  colonies,  of  the  colony  of  Natal 
and  of  the  Cape  Colony  ?  And  if  in  these 
cases  it  was  thought  desirable  and  fair  to 
the  colonies  themselves  that  they  should 
pass  through  this  period  of  probation, 
surely  there  could  not  be  a  stronger  case 
than  that  of  the  Transvaal  for  allowing  a 
colony  which  has  just  passed  through  the 
throes  of  a  great  war  to  be  denied  for  a 
reasonable  time  at  all  events  the  immense 
privileges  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  heap  upon  them.  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  themselves 
admitted  that  they  were  without  the  full 
measure  of  knowledge  necessary  to  form 
an  opinion  upon  this  point.  They  ad- 
nutted  it  when  they  sent  out  the  Ridge- 
way  Committee  to  South  Africa.  They 
admitted  it  when  they  said  they  were  in 
deplorable  ignorance  (I  think  "deplor- 
able "  was  the  word  they  used)  in  regard 
to  the  actual  facts  of  the  case.  Then, 
my  Lords,  why  is  it  that  we  are  refused 
information  with  regard  to  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  ?  I  am  told  that  in 
another  place  hopes  have  been  held  out 
that  portions,  at  any  rate,  of  the  Report 
will  be  made  public ;  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  whether  that  is  the  case  or  not  ? 
But  I  protest  against  the  suppression  of 
the  Report  when  at  the  same  time  it  is 
being  quoted,  or  virtually  quoted,  as  it 
has  been  during  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion. The  noble  Earl  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  protested  against 
the  habit  of  debating  these  questions  in 
ignorance  of  the  facts  ;  but  why  are  the 
facts  not  given  us;?  Why  are  we  com- 
pelled to  debate  these  proposals  in  ignor- 
ance of  the  document  which  forms  their 
baats  and  foundation  1  Then  it  is  sug-  i 
gested  that  the  members  of  the  Committee 
deserve  our  applause  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  performed  their  work.  I 
have  no  doubt  they  do ;  but  I  want  to 
know  a  little  more  as  to  the  output  of 
their  work. 

As  I  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  it  certainly  seemed  to  me 
that  he  was  able  to  make  some  points 
which  showed  that  both  the  Committee 
and  His  Majesty's  Government  had 
approached  these  questions  with  a  desire 
to  deal  fairly  with  those  most  afEected. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme. 


The  statement  that  the  oase  of  the 
Orange  River  Colony  was  not  to  be 
dealt  with  for  the  present  showed  a 
laudable  amount  of  caution,  vhicb. 
perhaps  is  not  equally  manifested  in 
all  the  other  proposals  of  His  Majeet/^ 
Grovernment.  I  also  observe  the  an- 
nouncement that  there  was  to  be  an 
arrangement  for  a  paid  Speaker  of  th» 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  there  was  to 
be  a  Second  Chamber ;  but,  like  the  nobI« 
Viscount  on  the  Cross  Benches,  I  fed 
some  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  that 
Chamber  as  a  corrective  of  what  may  bft 
the  action  of  the  other  House. 

Upon  another  subject  I  thought  the 
noble  Earl  spoke  with  much  feeling 
and  common-sense — I  mean  when  he 
referred  to  his  desiro  that  the  rights  of 
the  native  population  should  receive 
ample  recognition  and  protection.  I  did 
not  follow  with  the  same  approval, 
perhaps,  because  I  did  not  p^ectly 
apprehend  them,  his  observations  on 
the  question  of  the  native  franchises,  but 
I  am  glad  to  know  that  the  native 
territories  are  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  High  Commissioner,  and  that  pre- 
cautions will  be  taken  to  guard  thi» 
indigenous  population  from  the  hard- 
ship which  often  attends  the  first  contact 
of  civilisation  with  barbarism. 

But,  my  Lords,  after  all,  the  real 
question  which  evidently  most  interests 
your  Lordships  this  afternoon  is  the 
question  of  the  franchise.  That  question 
is  one  of  an  extremely  technical 
character.  I  do  not  profess  to  have  any 
expert  knowledge  of  it,  and  I  should,, 
therefore,  much  prefer  to  remain  content 
with  the  criticisms  of  the  noble  Duke 
behind  me  and  the  noble  Viscount,  both 
of  whom  have  studied  the  question  more 
closely  than  I  have.  But  the  explana- 
tions which  have  been  given  to  us  cer- 
tainly have  left  upon  our  minds  a  general 
impression  that  the  new  franchise  will  be 
founded  on  a  basis  which  seems  to  ns 
thoroughly  inequitable.  I  should  like  to 
ask  in  particular  whether  it  is  not  the  case 
that  in  other  South  African  colonies  it 
has  been  found  advisable  to  attach  to  the 
franchise  a  property  qualification  and 
other  limitations  which  it  is  not  proposed 
to  insist  upon  in  this  instance!  I  attach 
importance  to  that  because  it  seems  to  me 
to  have  a  material  bearing  on  the  great 
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question  of  colonial  federation.  The 
noble  Earl,  in  the  course  of  h's  speech, 
looked  forward  to  the  moment  when 
such  federation  might  become  possible ; 
bat  will  it  not  be  a  formidable  obstacle 
to  federation  if  the  franchise  in  the  Trans- 
Tsal  Colony  is  accompanied  by  qualifica- 
tions difierent  from  those  attaching  to  the 
jcanchise  as  you  find  it  in  the  other  South 
African  colonies  ! 

As  to  the  effect  of  these  arrangements 
on  the  prospects  of  a  British  majority, 
be  it  smaller  or  greater,  all  I  will  venture 
to  say  is  this,  that  it  seems  to  me  almost 
tragical  that  at  this  moment  we  should 
really  be  considering  whether  the  alloca- 
tion of  half  a  dozen  votes  on  one  side 
«r  the  other  of  s  certain  geographical 
line  will  or  will  not  have  the  effect  of 
patting  an  end  to  British  preponderance 
in  these  colonies — ^for  that  is  what  it 
comes  to.  We  ask  ourselves,  in  whose 
interest  is  it  that  we  are  called  upon  to 
make  these  immense  concessions  ?  I 
would  not  say  a  hard  word  of  the  Boers. 
I  respect  them  as  men  who  fought 
^dlantly  against  us  in  the  field ;  but 
if  they  ^were  gallant  adversaries  they 
were  also  implacable  adversaries,  and  I 
am  afraid  if  we  look  things  fairly  in  the 
face  we  must  admit  that  nothing 
bat  the  effluxion  of  time  will  heal 
the  ^breach  created  ky  the  war  be- 
tween the  two  races  in  South  Africa,  and 
that  any  aaticipation  that  in  the  imme- 
diate future  the  conduct  and  demeanour 
«f  the  Bo3r  population  is  likely  to  be 
different  from  what  we  have  known  it 
tol^e  is  certainly  destined  to  be  dis- 
appointed. Let  us  not  forget  that  these 
Boer  statesmen  have  made  no  secret 
whatever  of  their  intentioa  and  of  the 
action  they  are  likely  to  take  when  they 
have  obtained  the  preponderance  which 
we  believe  you  are  going  to  give  them. 
We  have  had  speeches  made  by  the  men 
of  the  Boer  race  in  which  they  have 
annoonced  openly  that  it  is  their  inten- 
tion to  reinstate  the  Dutch  officials,  that 
they  mean  to  arm  the  population,  that 
they  intend  that  the  Dutch  language 
shall  prevail  over  the  British,  and  last, 
but  not  least,  they  have  told  us  pretty 
clearly  what  their  ideas  on  the  fiscal 
relations  which  will  subsist  between  the 
South  African  colonies  are  likely  to  be. 
Can  we  be  surprised  if  we  we  told,  particu- 
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larly  by  our  friends  in  South  Africa,  that  we 
are  throwing  away  the  sacrifices  to  which 
we  submitted  at  the  time  of  the  South 
African  War  ?  My  Lords,  what  we  are 
doing  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  a  shock  not  only 
to  British  opinion  but  to  the  best  colonial 
opinion  in  South  Africa.  Feeling  that 
very  strongly,  we,  at  any,  rate,  are  bound 
to  tell  you  that  if  these  boons  are  to  be 
given  to  the  people  of  the  Transvaal,  they 
must  be  regarded  as  given  by  Hu 
Majesty's  Glovemment,  and  that  we,  at 
any  rate,  take  no  responsibility  for  the 
course  you  are  about  to  pursue. 

Thb  lord  privy  seal  (The 
Marquess  of  Ripon)  :  My  Lords,  I 
fully  expected  that  the  speech  of  my 
noble  friend  would  be  couched  in  differ- 
ent terms  from  those  which  were  em- 
ployed by  the  noble  Duke  earlier  in  the 
discussion,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  observe 
the  moderation  of  the  language  used  by 
my  noble  friend.  He  began  his  re- 
marks by  saying  that  we  were  in  a  very 
great  hurry,  and  he  referred  to  a  famous 
saying  of  the  late  Lord  Randolph  - 
Churchill  about  "  an  old  man  in  a  hurry." 
I  confess  I  cannot  think  that  the  course 
which  His  Majesty's  '€k>vernment  have 
taken  in  this  matter  has  been  the  result 
of  anything  like  hurry.  On  the  con- 
trary, although  we  have  thought  that  a 
settlement  of  the  question  of  the  future. 
Government  of  the  Transvaal  was  a 
matter  of  very  urgent  importance,  we 
have  all  along  taken  the  utmost  care 
that  we  should  not  proceed  without  full 
information  and  consideration,  and 
therefore  it  was  that,  although  we  knew 
that  to  keep  this  matter  open  and  un- 
settled was  in  itself  a  great  disadvantage, 
we  took  the  step  of  sending  out  the 
Ridgeway  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  detailed  information 
which  alone  we  felt  would  enable  us  to 
form  a  satisfactory  conclusion  upon  the 
matters  at  issue. 

I  have  been  very  much  struck,  in  the 
course  of  the  whole  of  this  discussion, 
with  the  fact  that  a  telegram  from 
Lord  Selbome,  which  was  read  by  my 
noble  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  has 
not  received  the  shghtest  notice  from 
any  of  the  noble  Lords  who  have  spoken. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  at  time^ 
from  noble  Lords  opposite  about   "the 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


663 


The  Transvaal 


{LORDS} 


Constitution. 


66< 


man  on  the  spot."  We  have  given  you 
to-night,  upon  some  of  the  leading 
points  in  this  matter,  the  opinion  of  the 
man  on  the  spot,  but  you  have  con- 
tented yourselves  with  simply  passing 
by  the  opinion  of  Lord  Selbome  in 
absolute  and  very  discreet  silence.  I 
have  here  the  telegram  and  I  will  just 
read  to  you  in  regard  to  this  question  of 
the  "young  Government  in  a  hurry," 
what  Lord  Selbome  says  with  reference 
to  the  urgent  importance  of  getting  this 
matter  settled.  In  giving  his  approval 
to  the  proposed  distribution  of  seats, 
and  authorising  it  to  be  stated,  he  gives, 
as  one  of  the  reasons  for  agreeing  to 
those  proposals,  that  he  attaches  great 
importance  to  the  early  settlement, 
"  as  I  fear  that  the  Transvaal  is  suffering 
grievously  from  the  suspense."  We 
have  felt  all  along,  and  we  have  recog- 
nised, the  great  importance  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  we  have  done  out  utmost  to 
bring  it  about.  We  have  not  been  at  all 
in  an  unnatural  hurry ;  on  the  contrary, 
if  we  are  to  be  blamed  at  all,  it  is  for 
taking  too  much  time  in  deciding  the 
question  and  bringing  it  to  a  final  issue. 

We  have  heard  a  good  deal  to-night, 
from  the  different  speeches  to  which  we 
have  listened,  of  complaint  because  we 
set  aside  the  Lyttelton  Constitution,  as  it 
.  is  called.  That  was  a  Constitution  offer- 
ing what  is  called  representative  govern- 
ment with  a  nominated  Executive.  The 
opinion  has  been  put  forward  that  that 
sort  of  government  is  very  valuable  as  a 
transition  to  responsible  government. 
During  a  long  course  of  life,  in  which  I 
have  given  not  inconsiderable  attention 
to  Colonial  matters,  I  certainly  have 
never  entertained  that  opinion.  I  have 
always  believed  that  the  system  of  repre- 
sentative Government  mixed  with  a 
nominated  Executive  was  the  worst 
system  of  Colonial  administration  that 
could  be  devised.  That  is  a  very  ancient 
opinion  of  Colonial  authorities.  I  will 
quote  just  one.  Many  noble  Lords  in 
this  House,  will  recollect  our  friend  Lord 
Norton,  who  was  so  recently,  to  our  great 
regret,  taken  from  us.  Lord  Norton, 
when  he  was  in  the  House  of  Commons 
as  Sir  Charles  Adderley,  was  a  great 
authority  upon  Colonial  questions.  He 
had  studied  them  closely,  and  he  spoke 
upon  them  with  great  weight.  What 
The  Marg^tess  of  Ripon. 


did  he  say  upon  this  particular  system 
of  representative  Government  with  a 
nominated  Executive  ?  He  took  the  ex- 
ample of  Natal,  and  in  a  book  which  he- 
published  many  years  ago  upon  the 
Colonial  policy  of  Lord  John  Russell's  Ad- 
ministration, he  used  these  words  in 
speaking  of  the  then  Constitution  of 
Natal,  which  was  of  the  character  so- 
much  admired  by  noble  Lords  opposite. 
Hb  words  were — 

"  The  hybrid  Constitution  of  tranatioD 
times,  which  was  conceived  only  in  the  idea  oE 
training  Colonists  to  self-government,  Crowir 
Govemment  with  embryo-repreoentative  insti- 
tutions in  the  womb,  here,  as  everywhere  elae, 
fails  to  satisfy  or  to  control  people.  It  excites 
an  appetite  without  even  preparing  for  it» 
satisfaction,  and  provokes  opposition  without  tt 
vent  for  its  action  short  of  revolution." 

Those  were  the  principles  in  which  many 
years  ago  I  was  brought  up  in  reference- 
to  these  matters.  I  only  mention  that 
matter  now  to  show  to  your  Lordshipa 
that  this  panacea  for  all  possible  evils. 
is  not  the  perfect  system  which  noble 
Lords  seem  to  believe.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  believe  that  it  would  have  been 
much  better  to  have  kept  the  Transvaal,, 
or  any  other  Colony,  under  the  regular 
system  of  Crown  Colony  government 
until  the  day  when  you  could  have- 
given  responsible  Government.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  not  a  system  for  training 
up  men  for  responsible  government,  but 
is  rather  calculated  to  make  responsible- 
government,  when  it  is  granted,  less 
successful. 

One  objection  was  taken  by  my  noble- 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down  to  the- 
manhood  suffrage  in  the  Transvaid,  on 
the  groimd  that  it  would  make  it  moie- 
diffioult  to  bring  about  federation.  I 
entirely  agree  with  my  noble  friend,  and 
I  think  I  heard  the  noble  Viscount  on 
the  Cross  Benchess  indicate  the  > same- 
opinion,  that  the  ultimate  aim  of  all{our 
South  African  poUcy  ought  to  be  federa- 
tion. I  may  be  wrong,  but  if  my 
memory  serves  me  aright  I  do  not  tjiink: 
that  the  franchise  in  the  Cape  Colony  is 
the  same  as  the  franchise  in  Natal. 
Therefore  you  have  already  two  fran- 
chises, and  if  that  be  a  difficulty  in  the- 
way  of  federation,  I  do  not  believe  tnat 
the  difficulty  will  be  increased  by  the 
granting  of  manhood  suffrage,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  Colony,  to> 
,the  Ti-ansvaaL. 
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Bat,  my  Lords,  as  I  have  said 
before,  I  rest  my  defence  of  the 
distribation  of  seats  that  we  propose 
upon  the  fitct  that  it  has  received,  under 
aU  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
concurrence  of  Lord  Selbome.  That  is 
a  very  important  fact,  and  one  that 
satisfies  me  that  in  that  respect  His 
Majesty's  Grovemment  have  been  wise. 
We  believe  that  imder  the  franchise 
which  we  propose  there  will  be  a  British 
majority  in  the  new  Parliament.  I 
always  feel,  as  I  believe  my  noble  friend 
q>posite  feels,  a  certain  dislike  of  this 
sort  of  gerrymandering  arrangements. 
They  are  not  nice.  But,  my  Lords, 
at  the  same  time  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  I  believe  that  for  the  interests 
of  the  Colony  as  well  as  for  the  interests 
of  this  country,  it  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  a  British  majority  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. But  what  I  am  not  inclined  to 
give  is  a  Rand  majority.  Noble  Lords 
in  this  discussion  seem  to  have  given 
veiy  little  consideration  to  those  other 
British  people  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
associations  of  the  Band.  But  they 
are  entitled,  just  as  much  as  any  of  the 
Rand  representatives,  to  take  their 
place  as  British  subjects,  and  to  be 
counted  among  the  British  majority 
if  it  is  to  be  gained.  As  has  been 
said  by  more  than  one  speaker  in 
this  dlscnssion,  although  it  may  be 
lash  to  make  prophecies  in  regard  to 
the  results  of  a  general  election,  yet  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  has  seldom 
been  a  case  in  which  more  careful  and 
impartial  consideration  has  been  given  to 
Ae  matter  than  has  been  given  in  this 
instance  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
and  by  those  whom  they  have  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  facts. 
I  believe  that  the  proposals  that  have 
been  laid  before  your  Lordships  by  my 
noble  friend  this  afternoon  in  his 
angularly  careful  and  moderate  speech  are 
proposals  which,  as  far  as  it  is  humanly 
possible  in  the  affairs  of  this  world  to 
meet  such  things,  meet  the  many  and  the 
great  complications  and  difficulties  which 
beset  this  question — ^which  complications 
and  difficulties,  if  noble  Lords  will  forgive 
me  f<»:  saying  so,  will  not  have  been 
diminished  by  the  diaonssion  of  to-night. 

The    noble    Viscount    on    the    Cross 
Benches  asked  when  we  were  going  to 


settle  the  Constitution  of  the  Orange 
River  Colony.  That  is  a  very  different 
question  from  the  question  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  it  is  a  question  of  greater 
difficulty.  Though,  according  to  our 
critics,  we  are  in  such  a  desperate  hurry 
to  rush  to  conclusions,  we  have  not  yet 
come  to  a  conclusion  upon  this  subject; 
therefore  I  cannot  answer  the  noble 
Viscount's  question,  and  I  do  not  think 
he  will  condemn  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment if  we  take  time  to  consider  the 
matter. 

As  regards  land  settlement,  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  fell  from  my 
noble  friend.  It  was  only  an  indica* 
tion  of  what  was  intended,  but  I  am  sorry 
it  did  not  commend  itself  to  the  noble 
Viscount. 

Then  the  noble  Viscount  said  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  words  of  the  Treaty 
of  Vereeniging  covered  the  question  of  the 
coloured  people.  His  authority  upon 
the  subject  is  doubtless  very  great, 
but  the  obligation  is  one  contained  in  the 
convention  by  which  peace  was  brought 
about,  and  nothing  would  be  moreTun- 
f  ortunate  than  that  any  doubt  should  be 
oast  upon  the  intentions  of  the  (Jovem- 
ment  to  adhere  absolutely  to  the  meaning 
of  the  Convention.  I  have  no  doubt  my- 
self that  if  we  were  to  interpret  it  in 
favour  of  a  distinction  between  coloured 
people  and  natives,  strictly  so-called,  we 
should  be  incurring — ^I  was  going  to  say 
the  terrible  accusation — and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  terrible  accusation— of 
having  gone  away  from  our  pledged 
word.  I  would  rather  give  the  larger 
interpretation  in  order  to  make  it  clear 
that  we  adhered  to  the  arrangement 
which  we  made  than  attempt  to  put 
any  strict  legal  interpretation  upon  the 
language  used. 

But,  because  I  say  that,  it  must  not  be 
thought  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
are  the  least  wanting  in  interest,  either 
in  the  native  population  or  in  the  coloured 
people.  We  desire  honestly  to  ad- 
here to  the  letter,  aye,  and  beyond 
the  letter,  if  it  may  be  so,  of  the  Treaty 
of  Vereeniging,  but  subject  to  our 
obligations  on  that  point,  as  my 
noble  friend  has  told  you  already, 
we  shall    take  every   precaution     that 
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is  consistent  with  the  establishment 
of  responsible  government,  for  the 
protection  of  the  native  population  of 
every  kind.  We  have  told  you  the 
coarse  we  intend  to  take.  That  course 
bas  been  attacked,  sometimes  in  language 
of  great  strength  and  vehemence,  but 
it  is  a  course  at  least  honest,  and  intended 
for  the  advantage  of  the  country,  of  the 
Empire,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  every 
race  of  those  new  Colonies  which  we  have 
annexed. 


LABOUllERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
-  Order  of  the  Day  for  Third  Reading, 
read. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
third  time.  In  doing  this,  I  should  like 
to  express  my  thanlra  to  your  Lordships 
for  the  courtesy  extended  to  me  during 
last  night's  debate,  and  my  especial 
thanks  to  Lord  Ashbourne  for  his  very 
kind  assistance  in  dealing  with  the  new 
clauses  rendered  necessary  in  respect 
to  the  compromise  arrived  at  con- 
cerning this  Bill.  I  hope  we  have  now 
come  to  a  complete  agreement  upon  it. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be   read   3»." 
■—{Lord  Denman.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 


House  resumed. 

MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;   read  1» ; 
to  be  printed ;   and  to  be  read  2»  To- 
morrow   (The  Earl  Beauchamp).    (No. 
197.) 

House  a'ljourned  at  One  o'clock 
a. III.,  till  half-paat  Three 
o'clock  p.m. 


The  Marquesi  qfr  Ripon. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Slit  July,  1906. 

The    House    met    at    quarter    before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Kingston-uponHull  Corporation  Bill; 
Pontefract  Corporation  Bill;  Sutton 
District  Water  BUI.  Lords  Amendments 
in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
[30th  July],  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Metropolitan  Electric  Supply  BilL  As 
amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Chair- 
man  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

BiQ  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 

and  passed. 

Bristfl  Corporation  Bill  (by  Order). 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  at  a  quarter  past  Eight 
of  the  clock. 

Hackney  Electricity  Bill  (by  Order) ; 
Hsmpstead  Garden  Suburb  Bill  (by 
Ch-der) ;  London  County  Council  (Money) 
Bill  (by  Order) ;  North  West  London 
Railway  Bill  (by  Order) ;  St.  Pancras 
Electricity  Bill  (by  Order) ;  South  Lin- 
colnshire Water  Bill  (by  Order) ;  South 
Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution 
Company  Bill  (by  Order) ;  Watford  and 
Edgware  Railway  Bill  (by  Order).  Lords 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Bute  (English  and  W^elsh)  Estates  Bill 
[Lords]  (by  Order).  Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment. 

Nettlebed  and  District  Commons 
(Preservation)  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order)  ; 
Shropshire,  Worcestershire,  and  Staffoid- 
shire  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords]  (by 
Order).  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed^ 
with  Amendments. 

Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway 
Order  ConGrmation  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 
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Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[Lords].  As  amended,  considered ;  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Grreat  Northern  (Ireland)  and  Mid- 
land Bailways  Bill  [Lordsj.  Ordered, 
That  Standing  Order  243  be  suspended, 
and  the  Great  Northern  (Ireland)  and 
Midland  Railways  Bill  [Lords],  be  now 
read  the  third  time. — (The  Chaimum  of 
Wajfs  and  Means), 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Standing  Orders  (Private  Business). 
Standing  Order  1  read,  and  amended,  in 
line  14,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"Purposes,''  as  a  new  line,  the  words 
"Electricity  Supply." 

In  line  25,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"Regulatdng,"  as  a  new  line,  the  word 
"Pilotage." 

Standing  Order  15  read,  and  amended, 
in  line  4,  by  leaving  out  the  word  "  and," 
and  inserting  the  word  "or,"  instead 
thereof. 

In  line  4,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"for,"  the  words  "constructing  any 
station  for  generating  electrical  energy 
on  specified  lands,  or  for." 

In  line  9,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
'products,"  the  words  "generating 
station." 

Ordered,  That  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  December  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  application  for  a  Bill  whereby 
any  express  statutory  provision  relating 
to  nuisance  arising  on  any  lands  is  sought 
to  be  altered  or  repealed,  notice  in 
writing  of  such  Bill,  and  of  the  intention 
to  alter  or  repeal  such  provision,  shall 
be  served  upon  the  owner  and  lessee  of 
every  dwelling-house  situate  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  the  said  lands. 

Resolved,  That  this  Order  be  a  Stand- 
ing Order  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  -That  on  or  before  the 
eighteenth  day  of  December  a  printed 
eopy  of  every  Bill  of  the  Ist  Class  which 
proposes  to  authorise  any  persons  other 
than  tha  road  authority  to  break  up  or 


otherwise  interfere  with  any  streeti  or 
roads,  shall  be  deposited  at  the  office  of 
the  road  authority. 

Bosolved,  That  this  Order  be  a  Stand- 
ing Order  of  this  House. 

Standing  Order  72,  read,  and  amended, 
by  adding,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words. 
In  the  case  of  any  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  in  which  provisions 
have  been  inserted  in  the  House  of  Lords 
to  which  the  Standing  Orders  of  this 
House  would  apply  if  the  Bill  were  a 
Private  Bill,  the  Examiners  shall  inquire 
whether,  in  respect  of  such  provisions, 
the  Standing  Oixlers  have  been  complied 
with,  and  report  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Standing  Order  153,  read  and  amendecL 
in  line  3,  by  leaving  out  the  word  "  on, 
and  inserting    the    word  "of,"   instead 
thereof. — {The  Clyiirman    of    Ways  and 
Means.) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That    they    have    agreed    to — Local 
Government    Provisional    Orders   (Gas) 
Bill ;  Rutherglen  Burgh  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to — Folkestone,  Sand- 
gate,  and  Hythe  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham, 
and  Dover  Railways  Bill  [Lords],  with- 
out Amendment. 


PETITIONS. 


LAND  VALUES  TAXATION,  &c., 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of 
Law  Agents  in  Scotland,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

STREET  BETTING  BILL  [Lords]. 
Petition  from  Clitheroe,  in  favour  j  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 

BILL. 

Petitions  against;   From   Burghfield'; 

North  Perrott ;  Pauler's  Pury ;  St.  Cleer ; 

and  West  Hallam :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL  (RELIGIOUS  TEACHING.) 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law:; 
From  Ashow;    Bromsgrofo;    Copdocki 
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Hartley ;   Leek  Wooton  (two) ;   Leigh  ; ' 
Llangyfelach     (two) ;     Loose ;     Severn 
Stoke  (two) ;   Shelsley  ;  and  Wolphanp- 
cote ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 
Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law  ;   From 
Chapel-enle-Frith  ;   and  Headington ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LAND  TENURE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL, 
Petition  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of 

Law  Agents  in  Scotland,  against ;  to  lie 

upoa  the  Table. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CRIMINAL  AND  JUDICIAL  STATISTICS 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Criminal  and 
Judicial  Statistics  of  Irfeland  for  the  year 
1905.  Part  L  Criminal  Statistics  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  period  from  1st  April, 
1905  to  31st  March,  1906  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MOROCCO  (No.  1,  1906). 
Copy  presented,  of  Despatches  from 
the  British  Delegate  at  the  International 
Conference  at  Algeciras,  forwarding  the 
General  Act  of  the  Conference,  signed 
7th  April,  1906,  and  other  documents 
relating  to  the  Aft'airs  of  Morroco  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INCLOSURE,  &c.,  EXPENSES  ACT,  1868. 
Copy  presented,  of  Fees  to  be  taken  in 
respect  of  transactions  under  the  Tithe 
Acts,  1836  to  1891,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  The  Inclosure,  &c.. 
Expenses  Act,  1868,  in  lieu  of  the  Fees 
heretofore  authorised  for  such  business 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  At:T,  1889 
(ORDINANCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  University  Court 
Ordinance  No.  XVII.  (St.  Andrews, 
"So.  3)  (Institution  of  Degrees  in  Agricul- 
ture and  relative  Begulations)  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  294.] 


POST  OFFICE. 
Copy  presented,  of  Fifty-second  Report 
of   the    Postmaster-General     [by    Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHIPPING  CASUALTIES  (1904-«). 
Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  the 
Returns  of  Shipping  Casualties  which 
occurred  on  or  near  the  Coasts  or  in 
Rivers  and  Harbours  of  the  United 
Kingdom  from  the  Ist  July,  1904  to  30th 
June,  1905,  and  of  the  Returns  of  Ship- 
ping; Casualties  to  British  Vessels  else- 
where than  on  the  Coasts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  Foreign  Vessels  on  or 
near  the  Coasts,  or  in  Rivers  and  Har- 
bours, of  British  Possessions  abroad,  &c., 
with  Charts  and  Appendices  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  Uie  Table. 

IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  work  of  the 
Imperial  Institute  at  South  Kensington 
during  the  year  1905  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

NAVY  (DOCKYARDS). 
Copy  presented,  of  Memorandum  ex- 
planatory of  recent  and  forthcoming 
changes  in  the  administration  of  His 
Majesty's  Dockyards  in  the  United 
Kingdom  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

WEST  INDIAN  ISLANDS  (EXPORTS). 
Return  ordered,  "of  the  average 
annual  Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  United  States  of  America  during 
each  quinquennium  ending  1904,  1899, 
1894,  and  1889  from  the  British  West 
Indian  Islands ;  how  much  of  such 
Exports  were  of  sugar  and  molasses ;  how 
much  were  of  fruit  (fresh  and  dried), 
coffee,  cocoa  and  tobacco;  and  the  pro- 
portions for  each  such  period  going  to 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  respectively." — {Mr. 
Essex.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Cost  of  Battleships— WacM  and 

Uaterial. 

Mr.     ARTHUR    LEE     (Hampshire, 

Fareham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 

Admiralty  if  he  can  state  approximately 
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what  proportion  of  the  total  coet  of  a  fit*    Election  of  Barracks  at  Norwich. 


frst^lass  '  battleship,  of  the  "  Dread- 
nought" or  "King  Edward"  dasses,  is 
represented  by  wages  paid  to  workmen 
employed  in  the  building  operations  and 
in  producing  the  necessary  material. 

(Aiiswered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Bolerlson.) 
^0  acciuate  calculation  is  possible,  but  as 
I  hare  already  stated  in  reply  to  a 
<2uestion  asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  on  March  7  th,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  proportion  of 
the  total  cost  of  a  battleship  which 
lepreaeats  wages  is  well  over  70  per  cent. 

Repayment  to  Civil  Oontingencies  Fond- 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
will  state  the  name  of  the  clergyman 
resident  abroad  in  respect  of  whom  a 
stun  of  £10  is  to  be  repaid  to  the  Civil 
Contingencies  fund  for  stamp  duties  on 
Letters  Patent  conferring  on  him  a  de- 
gree ;  and  will  be  stato  the  character  of 
the  degree. 

(Antfoered  hy  Mr.  McKenna.)  The  name 
is  the  Reverend  Herbert  Udny  Weit- 
brecht,  the  degree  that  of  Doctor  in 
Divinity. 

BepMment  of  Stamp  Daties  on  Letters 
ntent  Conferring  KnigHtlioods. 

Me.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  seeing  that  a  sum  of 
^67  48.  is  pliMsed  on  the  Civil  Service 
Supplementary  Estimates  under  Class  7 
as  repayments  to  the  Civil  Contingencies 
Fund  in  respect  of  stamp  duties  payable 
on  Letters  Patent  conferring  knighthood 
on  twelve  persons  resident  abroad,  will 
he  state  whether  these  gentlemen  are 
British  subjects  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  ex- 
plain why  they  are  not  required  to  pay 
Cheir  respective  portions  of  the  stamp 
duties. 

• 

{Amwered  hy  Mr.  MeKenna.)  AU  the 
persons  in  question  are  believed  to  be 
British  subjects.  If  they  had  been 
resident  in  the  United  Kingdom  they 
would  have  received  knighthood 
penonally  at  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign, 
and  Letters  Patent  would  not  have  been 
necessary.  In  these  circumstances  they 
were  relieved  from  the  duties  on  the 
Letters  Patent  according  to  the  usual 
practice  in  such  cases. 


Mr.  FELL  (Great  Yarmouth) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  saving  that  will  be 
effected  by  the  reduction  of  the  forces 
decided  upon,  he  will  now  have  sufficient 
funds  to  enable  him  to  proceed  with  the 
erection  of  the  new  barracks  at  Norwiob. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Baldane.) 
Will  the  hon.  Member  kindly  refer  to 
my  reply  to  a  Question  on  this  subject 
put  by  the  noble  Lord  the  hon.  Member 
tor  Maidstone  on  Monday,  30th  instant  Yt 

Barrack  Beyaira  Contracts-Fair  Wages 
Besolntion. 
Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E.)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  Sute  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  number  of  the 
firms  which  recently  tendered  for  the 
painting,  &c.,  of  various  barracks  in 
northern  districts  are  regarded  by  the 
organisations  of  workmen  as  firms  which 
do  not  conform  to  the  established  con- 
ditions of  work  and  wages  in  the  trade ; 
and  whether  he  takes  any  steps  to  ensure 
that  firms  doing  work  for  his  department 
do  not  repudiate  the  accredited  repre- 
sentatives of  the  workmen  and  recognise 
the  trade  customs  and  wages  obtaining 
in  the  particular  trade  and  district. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Such  contracts  contain  the  usual  pro- 
vision that  the  wages  paid  in  executing 
them  shall  be  those  generally  accepted  as 
current  in  each  trade  for  competent  work- 
men in  the  district  where  the  work  is 
carried  out.  Any  specific  representation 
that  this  clause  is  being  infringed  will  be 
duly  inquired  into. 

Batiflcation  and  Publication  of  the  Tibet 
Convention. 
Sir  H.  COTTON  (Nottingham,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  Tor  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Tibet  Convention 
between  His  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  Government  of  China,  which  was 
signed  at  Pekin  on  April  27th,  has  been 
ratified,  and  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

(Ansfoered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  The  Convention  was  ratified  on 
the  23rd  instant,  and  will  be  laid  before 
the  House  almost  immediatolv 

t  See  Uol.  449. 
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The  Fortofaese  Minister's  Motor 
Car  Accident. 

Mr.  SIMON  (Essex,  Walthamstow) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  collision  which  occurred  in 
Golden  Lane,  E.G.,  on  May  1st,  1906, 
between  a  motor  car  belonging  to  the 
Marquis  de  Jacome  Correa,  of  the  Portu- 
guese Legation,  and  driven  by  the 
Marquis'  chauffeur,  Emile  Brouard,  and 
i  bicycle  belonging  to  and  ridden  by  Mr. 
F.  Broomfield,  of  8,  Boundary  Road,  Wal- 
thamstow, whereby  Mr.  BroomBeld  was 
seriously  injured  and  his  bicycle  damaged 
by  the  negligent  driving,  as  Mr.  Broom - 
field  alleges,  of  the  Marquis'  motor  car ; 
and  whether,  inasmuch  as  both  the 
Marquis  and  his  chauffeur  are  protected 
by  their  diplomatic  immunity  from  pro- 
ceedings being  taken  against  them  in 
the  English  courts,  but  it  is  com- 
petent to  the  Marquis  to  waive  this  im- 
munity as  regards  his  chauffeur,  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  represent  to  the 
Portuguese  Legation  the  propriety  of 
waiving  this  immunity  to  this  extent,  so 
as  to  enable  Mr.  Broomfield  to  sue  the 
chauffeur  for  damages  for  negligence. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward  Grey.) 
The  facts  stated  in  the  Question  are  being 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Portuguese 
Minister.  But  as  the  matter  is  one  of 
diplomatic  privilege  recognised  both  here 
and  abroad,  no  other  action  can  be  taken 
by  His  Majesty's  Government. 

Allowance  to  Officers  in  Northern 
Nigeria. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  (Antrim,  Mid.) :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  why  the  allowances  to  ofiBcers  in 
Northern  Nigeria  have  been  reduced  from 
5s.  per  diem  to  48.,  although  it  is  stated 
in  a  G.  S.  0.  that  an  allowance  of  5s.  per 
diem  would  be  temporarily  issued  until 
permanent  buildings  were  made,  and  these 
buildings  have  not  yet  been  erected. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The 
system  of  giving  a  daily  allowance,  in 
addition  to  salary,  to  civil  and  military 
officers  was  adopted  in  1900  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Protectorate  of  Northern 
Nigeria,  and  was  an  extension  to  civilians 
of  the  arrangement  under  which  the 
effioers  of  the  military  force  previously  in 
occupation    of    the    country    had    been 
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regarded  as  on  service  '•  in  the  field," 
and  had  been  allowed  Rs.  a  day  as  "  field 
allowance."  The  conditions  of  the  grant 
were  laid  down  as  follows. — Permanent 
houses  have  not  yet  been  built  in  Northera 
Nigeria  for  the  accommodation  of  Govern- 
ment officers,  who  will  at  first  have  to 
live  in  temporary  wooden  houses  sent  out 
from  this  country;  and,  in  view  of  the 
inconvenience  to  wtuch  they  will  thus  be 
exposed,  and  of  the  comparatively  high 
cost  of  living  under  the  existing  condi- 
tions in  Northern  Nigeria,  a  "local 
allowance"  of  5s.  a  day  will  for  thfr 
present  be  paid  to  officers  for  each  day  of 
residential  service,  but  this  arrangement 
will  be  subject  to  revision  when  th& 
present  conditions  in  these  respects  are 
improved,  and  officera  are  provided  witb 
permanent  quarters.  Large  stuns  have 
been  expended  in  successive  years  on  the 
building  of  houses  for  the  European  stafi^ 
and  the  sending  out  of  temporary  wooden 
houses  has  been  discontinued.  As  regard* 
Lokoja  and  Zungeru,  the  two  chief  centrea 
of  administration,  Sir  Frederick  Lugardf 
considered  no  further  houses  necessary- 
last  year,  and  in  the  current  year  ha» 
asked  for  and  obtained  sanction  to  only 
one  building  of  importance.  In  the  more 
distant  stations  the  erection  of  permanent 
quarters  is  making  steady  progress.  Th» 
allowance  of  5s.  a  day  has  always  been 
understood  to  be  temporary,  and  the  con- 
ditions quoted  above  are  taken  from  th» 
"  generfd  conditions  of  service,"  which  are 
liable  to  alteration  from  time  to  time  as. 
circumstances  require.  It  has  been  felt 
for  some  time  that  the  circumstances  of 
Northern  Nigeria  were  now  such  as  to- 
admit  of  officers  working  there  being 
treated  less  as  though  they  were  on  service- 
"  in  the  field,"  and  more  like  officers  hold- 
ing similar  positions  in-  the  other  West- 
A&ican  Colonies,  and  it  has  acccHtiingly 
been  decided  to  take  steps  for  the  gradual 
abolition  of  the  allowance  in  question. 

Dismissal  of  Mr.  Oedl  Bisset- 
Mr.  THOMASSON  (Leicester):  To 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the- 
Colonies  whether  he  will  cause  Mr.  Cecil 
Bisset  to  be  informed  of  the  grounds  oa 
which  he  was  dismissed  from  Kroonstad^ 
of  the  reasons  for  the  refusal  of  his  ap- 
plication for  compensation ;  and  also,, 
whether  Mr.  Bisset's  affidavits  referred  to- 
in  the  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  C. 
Grant,    R.M.,    from    the    office   of   thft 
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Seaident  Magbtrate,  Kroonstad,  O.R.C., 
on  M«7  19th,  1903,  have  yet  been  found. 

{A-mBtrtd  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  With 
regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question, 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  Answer  of 
Jone  28th,t  which  Mr.  Bisset  has  no  doubt 
seen.  With  regard  to  the  afSdavits, 
mqniry  shall  be  made. 

Hufoct  on  OoTenunent  Fanns  at  Nairobi 
and  Naivach. 

Sib  C.  hill  (Shrewsbury) :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  will  obtain  and  lay 
apon  the  Table  of  the  House  Reports  on 
the  Grovemraent  farms  at  Nairobi  and 
Xaivach  in  the  East  Africa  Protectorate, 
in  ocMitinuation  of  Africa,  No.  4,  1905. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  An  expert 
M  proceeding  to  the  Protectorate  at  the 
begiiming  of  September  to  inquire  into 
and  report  on  agricultural  matters  gener- 
ally, and,  in  the  circumstances,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  does  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  call  for  separate  Reports  on 
the  Government  farms  at  Nairobi  and 
Naivasha. 

Qniic«  Sivar  Colony  Oonttitatioo. 

Mr.  BRHXJEMAN  (Shropshire, 
Oswestry) :  To  ask  the  Lender-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Ck>lonies  whether  His 
Majesty's  Government  hare  received  any 
representations  from  the  Governments  of 
any  self-governing  Colony  relative  to  the 

n'iion  of  grantmg  a  constitution  to  the 
ge  River  Colony  ;  and  whether  any 
suggestion  has  been  received  from  any 
Cdonial  Government  that  the  question 
should  not  be  determined  except  after 
discussion  by  a  colonial  conference. 

{Amtwered  by  Mr.  ChurcIiUl.)  The 
answer  to  both  Questions  is  in  the  nega- 
tive; but  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
Honse  I  will  make  a  statement  upon  the 
floosdtutional  questions  in  South  Africa 
to  the  Supply  Committee  after  Question 
time. 

British  Snhjecta  in  the  TruiSTaal. 
Mr.  HERBERT  (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  what  is  the  total 
nomber  of  white  adult  males  in  the 
Transvaal ;  of  the  total  number  how 
many  are  British  subjects,  and  how  many 
m  not  British  snbiects :  of  the  total 
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number  of  British  subjects  how  mitny  arfr 
of  British  birth,  and  not  of  British  birth 
respectively ;  and  of  the  total  of  thosfr 
not  of  British  birth,  though  British  sub- 
jects, how  many  are  Boen,  and  how 
many  )<elong  to  other  races. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  There  is  no- 
reliable  estimate  for  bringing  the  figures- 
of  the  Census  of  April,  1904,  up  to  date. 
The  total  number  of  adult  male  British, 
subjects  at  that  date  is  given  as  91,484. 
The  Census  does  not  provide  the  means 
of  answering  the  other  points  raised  in. 
the  Question. 

TuiUmore  and  Killeigh  Telegraphic 
Service. 

Mb.  DELANY  (Queen's  County,. 
Os-iory) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  the  required  guarantee  has  beeo: 
given  by  the  Tullamore  (No.  1)  Rural 
District  Council  in  connection  with  tho' 
proposed  telegraphic  service  between 
Tullamore  and  Killeigh,  King's  County  ;. 
and  can  he  say  what  steps  are  being  taken 
to  carry  out  the  work. 

{Answtrred  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.y 
The  deed  of  guarantee  is  being  prepared, 
for  execution.  The  work  will  be  carried 
out  as  soon  as  possible  when  the  daed. 
is  executed. 

Appointment  of  Bel£Mt  Leainera  to- 
Central  Telegraph  Office  —  Lodging: 
Allowcjlces. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow,. 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether,  in  connection  with  the  offer  of 
appointments  in  the  Central  Telegraph 
Office  to  female  learners  at  Belfast,  it 
is  proposed  to  give,  on  the  acceptance  of 
such  appointments,  an  immediate  increase- 
in  pay  to  compensate  for  the  cost  of 
living  in  lodgings  in  London,  as  compared 
with  living  at  home  in  Belfast ;  and,  if 
so,  what  would  be  the  amount  of  such 
increase. 

{Angwered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  No^ 
Sir ;  it  would  not  be  practicable  to  grant- 
such  an  aUowani.e. 

Feeding  of  School  Children. 
Dr.  MACNAMARA  (CamberweU,  N.): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  can  now 
give  any  information  as  to  the  working- 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  Order  of 
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May,  1905,  respecting  the  co-operation  of 
boards  of  guardians  in  the  work  of 
providing  food  for  children  in  attendance 
at  public  elementary  schools,  suffering 
from  lack  of  food. 

{Anstnered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  The 
Local  Government  Board  obtained  from 
their  inspectors  some  information  on 
this  subject  in  March  last,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  in  some  populous  districts, 
such  as  the  large  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire unions,  a  good  deal  of  work  has 
been  done  under  the  Order,  but  that 
elsewhere  the  cases  relieved  under  the 
Order  had  not  been  very  numerous.  In 
the  Eastern  Counties  no  relief  under  the 
Order  had  been  found  necessary,  except 
at  Norwich.  In  Birmingham,  shortly 
after  the  Order  came  into  force,  the 
guardians  were  informed  by  the  local 
education  committee  that  there  were 
2,600  underfed  children  in  the  parish, 
and  that  they  were  being  supplied  with 
iree  meals.  Numerous  applications  were 
made  by  the  head  teachers  to  the  relieving 
officers  on  behalf  of  children  under  their 
care,  but  when  inquiries  were  made  as  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  parents  of  these 
children,  it  was  found  that  in  many  cases 
the  guardians  would  not  be  justified  in 
granting  relief  under  the  Order.  The 
largest  number  of  children  on  any  one 
day  to  whom  meals  have  been  supplied 
hj  the  guardians  under  the  Order  was 
482.  At  Bristol  the  £;uardians  made 
arrangements  with  the  local  education 
authority  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  a 
local  society  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  children.  The  first  list  sent  in  by  the 
teachers  specified  seventy- four  children 
as  being  underfed  by  reason  of  parental 
neglect,  but  inquiry  by  the  relieving 
officers  showed  that  only  in  one  case 
would  the  guardians  be  justified  in  giving 
relief.  Up  to  the  end  of  January  the 
names  of  fifty-five  children  were  sub- 
mitted as  coming  within  the  Order,  but 
in  only  eleven  cases  was  relief  given. 
Thus  out  of  129  applications  oiuy  in 
twelve  instances  did  the  guardians  feel 
justified  in  giving  relief.  In  Cheshire, 
Salop,  etc.,  twenty-seven  cases  were 
relieved,  viz.,  two  at  Birkenhead,  three 
at  Bucklow,  eight  at  Congleton,  four  at 
^toke-on-Trent,  and  ten  at  Wolstanton 
and  Burslem.  In  several  unions,  however, 
voluntary  funds  were  started,  and  thus 
children  were  relieved  and  kept  off  the 
rates.     At  Derby  there  were  127  applica- 


tions, and  seventeen  children  were  found 
to  be  underfed.  In  Nottingham  ther« 
were  107  applications  and  fifty-one 
relieved.  In  Leicester  there  were  over 
400  applications,  but  in  no  case  was 
relief  found  to  be  necessary.  In  the 
township  of  Manchester  120  cases  were 
relieved,  about  380  in  Chorlton,  and  many 
in  Prestwich.  The  operation  of  the 
Order  in  Lancashire  was  mainly  restricted 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Manchester  and 
Bolton.  As  regards  the  East  and  West 
Ridings  of  Yorkshire,  there  were  2,686 
cases  in  Bradford,  375  parents  of  1,073 
children  were  notified  that  relief  was 
given  on  loan,  and  fifty  parents  were 
proceeded  against  for  recovery  of  the 
cost.  Of  the  2,586  case-i,  1,513  were  fed 
by  the  guardians  on  behalf  of  the  educa- 
tion authority  who  administered  a  fund 
raised  by  the  Mayor.  In  Leeds  500  cases 
were  fed  at  the  cost  of  a  voluntary  fund.  110 
cases  were  fed  at  first  in  Hunslet,  but  the 
number  was  afterwards  reduced  to  thirty. 
In  Bramley  the  guardians  fed  291,  and  a 
voluntary  fund  2,523  cases.  In  London, 
generally  speaking,  very  few  cases  were 
relieved  under  the  Order,  but  in  some 
ordinary  poor  relief  was  granted,  and 
in  others  food  was  provided  by  school 
children's  meals  associations  from  moneys 
voluntarily  contributed. 

Cost  of  Maintenance  of  Barrack  Schools 
and  Village  Commnnities. 
Mr.  L.  HASLAM  ([Monmouth 
Boroughs) ;  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
wUl  state  approximately  the  comparative 
annual  cost  per  child,  including  charges 
on  capital  account  and  maintenance  in 
each  of  the  several  classes  of  institution 
known  as  barrack  schools,  village  com- 
munities, scattered  homes,  and  boarding 
out,  provided  under  the  Poor  Laws ; 
is  he  aware  that  the  Hornchurch  village 
community  cost  £190  per  bed  to  build, 
and  the  Sidcup  village  community  £280 
to  build  per  bed  provided ;  and  can  ho 
give  the  cost  per  bed  of  other  village 
communities. 

{AriMoered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  I  am 
sorry  that  I  am  not  able  to  give  the  par- 
ticulars desired. 

Andit  of  Electric  lifting  Accounts. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
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ultimate  purchase  by  the  local  authorities 
within  the  period  fixed  by  Parliament,  in 
pursuance  of  the  powers  given  him  under 
the  Electric  Lighting  Chtiers  Confirma- 
tion Acts  granted  by  Parliament  to 
companies  in  the  administrative  county 
of  London,  he  will  appoint  as  auditor  of 
the  accounts  of  such  undertakings  the 
auditor  of  the  Local  Gtovemment  Board, 
who  already  audits  the  electric  lighting 
accounts  of  the  boroughs  holding  Orders 
within  such  area;  or  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  assimilate  the  two  systems 
of  audit  in  order  to  secure  a  uniform  and 
reliable  basis  of  comparison. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Kearley.)  So  long  as 
an  electric  lighting  undertaking  is  carried 
en  by  a  company,  I  do  not  consider  that 
any  advantage  would  be  gained  by  mak- 

athe  accounts  of  the  undertaking 
ject  to  a  Local  Government  Board 
an(£°t.  The  latter  part  of  my  hon.  friend's 
Qaestion  seems  to  suggest  that  the  forms 
of  account  prescribed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  require  alteration.  Those  forms 
were  settled  after  consultation  with 
competent  authorities,  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  not  received  any  represen- 
tations that  they  are  in  any  way  de- 
fective. 

Betnin  of  Horns  worked  by  Bailway  Men. 
Mr.  BELL  (Derby):  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  can  state  when  the  Ketum  of  hours 
worked  by  railway  men  in  March  last, 
and  called  for  in  April,  will  be  published  ; 
and  whether  he  can  facilitate  the  publish- 
ing of  such  Betum. 

(Antteered  hy  Mr.  Kearley.)  No  Ketum 
of  hours  worked  by  railway  men  in  the 
month  of  March  has  been  called  for, 
though  a  Return  for  certain  classes  of 
signalmen  of  hours  worked  in  Febmary 
was  asked  for  in  May.  Many  of  the  rail- 
way companies  have  forwarded  their  state- 
ments to  the  Department,  and  I  hope 
that  this  Return  will  be  published  with 
no  undue  delay.  A  Return  of  the  hours 
worked  by  enginemen,  guards  and  brakes- 
men, signalmen  and  examiners  during 
the  present  month  is  now  being  called 
lor. 

Betoni  of  Bailway  Accidents- 
Mr.  BELL :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  is  aware  that 
the  Return  of  Accidents  on  Railways  for 


the  year  1905  has  not  yet  been  published  > 
and  whether  he  can  indicate  as  to  when 
it  is  likely  to  be  published,  and  the 
reason  of  it  being  later  than  usual ;  and 
whether  he  can  facilitate  the  issuing  of 
these  Returns. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Kearley.)  Quarterly 
Returns  of  accidents  on  railways  are 
issued,  and  the  total  number  of  accidents 
in  1905  to  passengers,  railway  servants, 
and  other  personn  is  given  in  the  Return 
for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  which  was 
published  in  April  last.  Since  1903  the 
detailed  Annual  Returns  of  Railway 
Accidents  have  been  published  together 
with  the  (General  Report  on  Railway 
Accidents.  The  Report  for  1905  is  now 
nearly  completed,  and  will,  I  hope,  be 
issued  very  shortly. 

Foreshore  Bights  Between  Blairmore  and 
Innellan- 

Mb.  WATT  (Glasgow  College):  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  whom  the  beach  below  high-water  mark 
belongs,  between  Blairmore  and  Innellan 
on  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  to  whom  belongs 
the  right  of  removing  gravel  therefrom  ; 
whether  any  private  proprietors  have  this 
right ;  and,  if  so,  who  are  they. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Kearley.)  At  least 
half  of  the  foreshore  in  question  is  under 
the  management  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests.  I  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  what  rights  are  exercised  ovor 
that  part  of  the  foreshore.  The  remaining 
part  of  the  foreshore  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  have 
conveyed  or  leased  portions  thereof  to 
adjoining  owners.  I  am  not  able  to  give 
the  names  of  ail  the  present  owners  or 
lessees.  They  are  subject  to  covenants 
not  to  do  any  act  which  may  obstruct 
navigation  or  be  injurious  to  the  public 
interest.  Generally  the  removal  of  gravel 
is  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  If  the  hon.  Member  could  make 
it  convenient  to  call  at  the  office  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  further  particulars  can  be 
supplied. 

Legality  of  Newspaper  Lotteries- 
Mr.  L.  HASLAM  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  ascertain  whether  the 
system  of  lotteries,  practised  by  the 
proprietors    of    newspapers,    by    which 
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money  prizes  are  given  for  the  chance 
finding  of  a  number  or  numbers  on  tickets 
or  otherwise  is  illegal. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretart/  Glailsfone.) 
A  case  has  been  stated  for  the  opinion  of 
the  High  Court  in  connection  «ith  a 
matter  which  legally  stands  on  a  similar 
footing,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
this  case  will  be  heard  during  the  present 
sittings  of  the  Courts. 

Nation»l  Debt  Oommission  Secorities  for 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Liabilities- 
Mr,  CHIOZZA  money  (Paddington, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
with  reference  to  the  Betum  of  the 
nature  and  amount  of  the  securities  held 
by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  to 
meet  the  Uabilities  of  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank,  if  he  will  state  the  actual 
cost  and  the  present  market  value  of  the 
securities. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
Ketum  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  Section  9  (2)  of  the  Savings 
Banks  Act,  1904,  and  purposely  excludes 
a  valuation  of  the  securities  held  in 
respect  of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
which  was  held  by  the  Select  Committee 
of  1902  to  be  misleading.  To  state  the 
actual  cost  and  present  market  value  of 
the  securities  would  therefore  tend  to 
defeat  the  intention  of  the  statute  in 
question. 

Mr.  CHIOZZA  MONEY:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  with  reference 
to  Section  6  of  the  Savings  Bank  Act, 
1861,  whether  the  funds  in  the  possession 
of  the  National  Debt  Commissioners, 
being  the  sums  invested  by  them  in 
trustee  securities  imder  that  Act,  are  at 
the  present  time  sufficient  to  meet  the 
lawful  claims  of  the  depositors ;  if  not, 
what  is  the  amount  (d  the  deficiency ; 
and,  if  a  deficiency  exists,  whether,  in 
accordance  with  the  Act  referred  to,  it 
will  be  certified  to  Parliament. 

(Anncfred  hy  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
Poet  Office  Savings  Banks  Fund  does 
auffice,  and  always  has  sufficed,  to  meet 
the  actnal  claims  of  the  depositors.  In 
the  event  of  any  deficiency  having  to  be 
made  good  by  an  issue  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated   Fund,    the    amount    of    such 


deficiency   would  be  duly    certified    b> 
Parliament  as  the  Act  requires. 

Licensed  Houses  on  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners'  Estates  in  Lancashire 

Mr.  CROSSLEY  (Cheshire,  Altrin- 
cham) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Bristol,  as  Church  Estates  Com- 
missioner, how  many  of  the  fifty-seven 
licensed  houses  on  the  estates  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissionersin  Lancashire 
were  either  leased  for  the  first  time  or 
by  way  of  renewal  during  the  past  ten 
years ;  where  such  houses  are  situate ; 
and  what  inquiries,  if  any,  were  made  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  as  to 
the  needs  of  the  neighbourhotjds  before 
granting  or  regranting  the  lease  or 
leases  concerned. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  The 
number  is  two,  and  both  were  renewals. 
The  Commissioners  were  satisfied  from 
their  acquaintance  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  estates  and  the  districts  that  in 
neither  case  was  there  sufficient  ground 
for  refusing  a  renewal. 

Tmstees  of  Mr-  Bovrke  Oochzaa's  Oift  «<» 
Slice. 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorneys 
General  for  Ireland  whether  he  can  stat& 
who  are  the  trustees  of  the  fund  of 
£0,000  given  by  Mr.  Bourke  Cochran 
for  the  benefit  of  Sligo,  his  native  place  ^ 
whether  the  trust  being  for  a  publie 
object  is  one  which,  as  Attomey-G^eral^ 
it  would  come  within  his  duty  to  super- 
vise ;  and  whether,  as  it  appears  that  th& 
entire  trust  fund  has  been  lost,  he  will 
take  any  steps  to  have  an  investigation 
of  the  application  of  the  money  by  ^a» 
trustees. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  are,  or  ever  were,  any 
trustees  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  thfr 
Question,  or  that  a  deed  of  trust  of  any 
kind  was  executed  by  Mr.  Bourke 
Cochran,  who  appears  merely  to  have 
invested  the  sum  of  £10,000  in  an  industry 
connected  with  the  town  of  Sligo,  with  the 
laudable  object  of  benefiting  his  native 
place.  It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to 
supervise  that  gentleman's  investments, 
nor  have  I  any  right  to  inquire  into  them 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether- 
they  have  been  remoneratiTe  or  Hot. 
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Sheep  Scab  in  Gloacestenhire- 
Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloicestershire,  Ciren- 
cester) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
irhether  he  wiQ  state  the  number  of  cases 
of  sheep  scab  notified  in  the  county  of 
'Gloucester  during  the  twelve  months 
•ending  February  Ist,  19'>6. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
Four  outbreaks  of  sheep  scab  have  been 
reported  in  the  county  of  Gloucester 
^luring  the  period  named. 

Pot-still  Whiaky. 
Mr.  DELANY  ^Queen's  County, 
Oasoty) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  in  which  a 
Belfast  merchant  has  been  fined  J&200 
for  blending,  at  his  own  premises,  patent 
spirit  with  pot-still  whisky ;  whether  a 
similar  practice  is  rezularly  carried  on 
in  the    bonded   warehouses    under  the 

Zrvision  of  the  Inland  Kevenue 
als,  and  the  mixture  so  compounded 
retailed  to  oonsumerd  as  pot-still  whisky ; 
and  can  he  say  what  steps  he  proposes 
taking  to  prevent  such  nraud  upon  the 
public. 

(AnsiDtred  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  I  can  only 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  reply  I 
gave  to  a  similar  Question  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wicklow  yesterday.t 

Irish  Sendent  Hafistratas— Cur  Fares 
Allowances,  etc- 

Mb.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
«tate,  for  the  financial  year  1905-6,  the 
amount  of  car  fares  and  subsistence 
.allowances  specially  charged  by  resident 
magistrates  in  Ireland  for  special  con- 
ferences with  district  inspectors  of  police 
T^arding  cases  in  which  the  latter  are 
prosecuting  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  and 
the  former  adjudicating  thereon ;  and 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  this 
-matter. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  resident 
magistrates'  accounts  for  the  year  1905-6 
are  at  present  at  the  Audit  Office  for 
examination.  I  am,  however,  informed 
that  practically  no  expense  is  incurred  by 
'resident  magistrates  upon  conferences 
■with  district  inspectors.  In  the  few 
caws,  if  any,  in  which  such  conferences 

^  t  See  CoL  413. 


may  occur,  the  usual  course  would  be  for 
the  district  inspector  to  wait  on  the 
resident  magistrate  and  not  vier.  verm, 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary' to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  state  the  amount  of 
subsistence  allowance  for  1905-6  charged 
while  at  Bangor  by  the  resident 
magistrate  of  Portadown;  and,  seeing 
that  many  of  the  places  at  which  this 
resident  magistrate  presided,  while  stay- 
ing at  Bangor,  were  as  easy  of  access 
from  Portadown  as  from  Bangor,  whether 
he  will  give  instructions  that  in  future 
subsistence  allowance  is  to  be  disallowed 
in  such  cases  and  in  all  similar  cases 
throughout  Ireland. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BryM.)  As  the 
resident  magistrates'  accounts  for  the 
year  1905-6  are  at  present  at  the  Audit 
Office  for  audit  I  am  unable  to  give  the 
information  asked  for  in  the  first  part  of 
the  Question.  The  hon.  Mnmber  may, 
however,  rely  upon  the  fact  that  these 
accounts  are  closely  scrutinised,  not  only 
by  the  Financial  Department  of  the 
Chief  Secretary's  Office,  but  also  by  the 
Controller  and  Auditor-General. 

Bevising  Barristers'  Expenses. 

Mb.  FIELD :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  state  the  amount  of  car- 
hire  for  1905-6  paid  to  the  revising 
barrister  who  sat  at  Newry,  for  journeys 
to  and  from  Warrenpoint ;  and  whether, 
sseing  that  there  is  good  hotel  accom- 
modation in  Newry,  and  that  no  official 
business  was  to  be  transacted  at  Warren- 
point, he  will  give  instructions  that  in 
future  such  charges  are  to  be  disallowed, 
and  also  similar  charges  throughout 
Ireland. 

(Amtvxredby  Mr,  McKenni.)  The  amount 
paid  in  1905-6  was  £6  58.  The  revising 
barrister  explains  that  he  did  not 
consider  that  any  extra  expense  was 
entailed  by  working  the  district  from 
Warrenpoint,  as  compared  with  the  cost 
of  changing  his  quarters  from  place  to 
place.  Similar  charges  will  not  be 
allowed  in  future  unless  under  very 
exceptional  circumstances. 

Tuberculosis  in  Ireland— American  Bacon. 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Irish 
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Government  has  directed  its  attention  to 
the  circumstance  that  the  increase  of 
tuberculosis  in  Ireland  has  followed  on 
the  increased  use  of  low- class  American 
bacon,  believed  by  many  people  to  be  the 
flesh  of  tuberculous  swine ;  whether, 
as  there  is  no  Qovemment  inspection 
of  possibly  tuberculous  meat  at  the  ports 
of  entry,  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  issuing  a  circular  to  the  various  public 
health  authorities  in  Ireland,  calling  their 
attention  to  the  danger  to  health  arising 
from  the  consumption  of  meat  infected 
with  the  bacilli  of  tuberculosis  and  the 
necessity  for  vigilance  of  their  inspectors 
in  preventing  unsound  meat  from  being 
exposed  for  sale. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  entire 
question  of  the  importation  of  food,  which 
affects  the  United  Kingdom  generally, 
has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Government,  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  introduced  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  matter.  I  refer  to  the  Public 
Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Bill, 
which  is  down  for  Second  Beading  on 
October  23rd. 

Snggested  Government  Hatchery  on  the 
Biver  Erne. 

Mr.  FETHEESTONHAUGH  :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  represent  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  etc.,  the 
desirability  of  maintaining  a  hatchery  on 
the  river  Erne  under  the  control  of  the 
Department  instead  of  subsidising  a 
private  hatchery,  the  sufficiency  and 
management  of  which  is  much  doubted 
by  many  persons  interested  in  the  river 
and  Lough  Erne. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  are  satisfied  that  the 
hatchery  referred  to  is  very  well  managed. 
They  are,  however,  prepared  to  enter 
into  an  agreement,  upon  the  usual 
conditions,  to  enlarge  the  hatchery,  but 
are  not  prepared  to  establish  another 
hatchery  in  the  river  under  their  own 
control. 

Longh  Erne  Fisheries- 
Mil.  FETHEESTONHAUGH :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of-  Ireland  whether  any 
arrangement  has  yet  been  come  to  with 
the  conservators  in  the  Erne  district  as 


to  contribution  by  the  Crown,  as  owner 
of  Lough  Erne,  towards  the  preservation 
of  the  fishing  and  enforcement  of  the 
laws  against  illegal  netting  and  the 
destruction  of  spawning  fish ;  and,  if 
not,  will  he  give  the  matter  his  early 
attention,  with  a  view  to  more  carefiil 
protection  of  salmon  trout  and  other  fish 
for  the  benefit  of  many  poor  fishermen 
to  whom  Lough  Erne  is  a  principal  source 
of  the  means  of  earning  a  living. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  are  informed  that 
no  application  has  yet  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Conservators  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  co-operation  in  the  protection 
of  the  fisheries  of  Lough  Erne.  The 
Department  understand  that  the  matter 
will  be  considered  by  the  Conservatora 
at  their  next  meeting. 

Beinatatement  of  Sanrael  Maxwell  on 
the  De  Vesci  Estate. 

Mr.  DELANY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Keport  of  the 
inspector  who  some  time  since  visited 
the  De  Vesci  estate,  Abbeyleix,  Queen'a 
County,  has  yet  been  received  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners ;  and,  if  so,  can 
he  state  what  steps  are  being  taken  to 
reinstate  or  otherwise  provide  for  Samuel 
Maxwell,  an  evicted  tenant,  on  th& 
property. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  not  yet  received 
their  inspector's  Keport  on  Samud 
Maxwell's  application. 

Ohaits  in  Phceniz  Park,  Dublin* 
Mr.  DELANY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  chairs 
have  been  placed  in  the  Phoenix  Park» 
Dublin,  for  the  occupancy  of  which 
visitors  have  to  pay :  can  he  say  by 
whose  orders  and  upon  what  authority 
those  seats  have  been  introduced  and 
the  charges  to  the  public  permitted ;  who 
collects  and  receives  the  funds;  and 
whether  the  seats  are  Irish  or  Foreign 
manufacture. 

{Atiswered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  For  th» 
convenience  of  the  public  attending  band 
performances,  cricket  and  polo  matches, 
etc.,  the  Board,  following  the  analogous 
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unngement  in  the  puUic  parks  under 
the  control  <rf  the  Office  of  Works  i'l 
Londoa,  have  licensed  experimentally 
the  placing  of  chairs  in  the  Phcenix  Park, 
for  which  an  authorised  charge  of  one 
penny  per  diem  is  made  and  col- 
lected by  the  agents  of  the  licensee. 
The  Commissioners  have  no  knowledge 
as  to  where  the  chairs  were  manufactured. 
The  chairs  supplied  by  the  licensee  are, 
oi  course,  in  addition  to,  and  not  in 
sabstitution  for,  the  numerous  seats  and 
ehsirs  already  provided  in  the  park  by 
the  Board  for  which  no  charge  is  made. 

Tithe  Bent  Charges  on  Irish  Estates. 

Mb.  DOLAN  (Leitrim,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
(hat  in  cases  where  the  rental  of  an 
estate  has  been  diminished  charges 
payable  to  the  church  property  branch  of 
the  Irish  Land  Commission  have  remained 
unaltered  ;  will  he  state  the  basis  on 
which  these  charges  are  assessed ;  and 
will  he  have  inquiry  made  into  this 
matter,  with  a  view  to  having  tithe  rent 
charges  and  similar  charges  diminished 
in  the  same  proportion  as  the  rental. 

(Anttoered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  hon. 
Member  appears  to  be  under  a  misappre- 
hension. Under  the  Tithe  Rent  Charge 
(Ireknd)  Act,  1900,  Sections  2  and  3,  the 
tithe  rent  charge  in  any  county  is  varied 
proportionately  to  the  variation  between 
the  former  rents  and  the  rents  fixed  by 
the  Land  Court  in  the  county.  Under 
Section  90  of  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903, 
perpetuity  rents  payable  to  the  church 
property  branch  of  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission are  similarly  varied. 

Orazinx  Bights  of  Tenants  on  the 
Montgomery  Estate- 

Mr.  DOLAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  LorH-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  several  tenants 
(m  the  Montgomery  Estate,  which  was 
sold  about  two  years  ago  in  the  Laud 
Judge's  Court,  have  been  prevented  from 
porchasing  their  holdings ;  in  view  of 
-the  fact  that  these  tenants  have  always 
enjoyed  grazing  rights  on  an  adjoining 
mountain,  without  which  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  exist  on  their 
fuiui,  and  that  the  agent  on  the  estate 
has  informed  the  tenants  that  they 
will  not  be  allowed  to  purchase  their 
holdings  unless  they  consent  to  abandon 


these  rights,  will  the  Chief  Secrotary 
inquire  into  the  case  with  a  view  to- 
expediting  the  sale  to  these  tenants. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Regis* 
trar  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court  inform» 
me  that  he  is  unable  to  identify  the- 
estate  referred  to,  as  there  are  several 
estates  before  the  court  in  which  the- 
owner's  name  is  Montgomery.  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  give  particulars  which 
will  enable  the  estate  to  be  identified,, 
the  Registrar  will  make  further  inquiries. 

Dismissal  of  Irish  School  Teachers. 

Mr.  DOLAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  in  view  of  the  recent  publie 
pronouncements  of  Dr.  Traill  on  com- 
pulsory retirement  of  teachers  for  enforced 
inefficiency,  he  will  cause  a  public  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  injustice  alleged  to> 
be  done  to  teachers  under  the  National 
Board. 

(Annwered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  there  is  no  reason  whatever  for 
a  public  inquiry  into  this  matter.  Th» 
dismissal  of  teachers  for  inefficiency  since- 
1900  has.  the  Commissioners  inform  me,, 
not  been  due  to  the  abolition  of  the  results 
system  which  was  eflfected  in  that  year.. 
In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the 
teachers  so  dismissed  had  been  censured' 
for  inefficiency  prior  to  1900.  The 
Commissionei-s  are  having  a  Return; 
prepared  showing  the  record  prior  to 
1900  of  each  teacher  dismissed  during 
the  past  five  years. 

Beinststement  of  Patrick  Fiely,  of 
Oortinar,  County  Leitrim- 

Mr.  DOLAN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  received  from  Patrick  Fiely 
an  application  to  be  reinstated  on  his- 
farm  in  Gortinar,  near  Manorhamilton, 
county  Leitrim,  on  the  estate  of  Owen- 
Wynne,  Hazlewood,  from  which  he  was. 
evicted,  although  offering  to  pay  all 
arrears ;  and  whether  the  Estates- 
Commissioners  are  taking  action  in  this 
matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  Patrick 
Fiely's    application,    and    will    have    it. 
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inquired  into  by  an  inspector  in  due 
•course. 

^Outdoor  Belief  in  the  Listowel  Union- 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E  ) :  To  ask 
^he  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  amount  of  outdoor  relief  paid  in 
the  Poor  Law  union  of  Listowel  in  the 
year  1880  was  £8,  whereas  for  1905  it 
was  £3,063  Us.  id.,  and  for  1906 
£3,078  i7s.  4d. ;  whether  he  can  explain 
this  increase;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
:the  statement  of  the  auditor  in  his  last 
Report  as  to  the  burden  which  this 
^amount  is  on  the  ratepayers,  he  will 
-appoint  a  Commission  to  inquire  into  this 
increase  in  outdoor  relief  in  the  interests 
•of  the  ratepayers. 

(Answernd  by  Mr,  Bryee.)  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  figures  set  out  in  the 
Question  are  substantially  correct.     The 

JLocal  Qovemment  Board  have  called  the 

:attention  of  the  board  of  guardians  to  the 
great  increase  in  the  expenditure  on  out- 

•door  relief  in  order  that  the  guardians 
may  exercise  greater  economy  in  the 
matter.    The  Board  have  also  referred 

>the  observations  of  their  auditor  on  the 
subject  to  the  guardians  for  their  con- 

>sideration.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remem- 
bered that  it  is  within  the  discretion  of 
the  board  of  guardians  to  administer  out- 
door relief  to  certain  classes  of  persons. 
The  appointment  of  a  Commission  to  in- 
quire into  the  matter  does  not  appear 
to  be  necessary,  especially  as  the  sphere 
of  the  present  Royal  Commission  extends 
to  Ireland. 

Separate  Tents  for  Yeomanry  Officers. 

Mr.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
-while  in  camp  during  their  annual 
trainings,  the  sole  use  of  one  tent  is 
granted  to  each  officer  of  Militia  and 
Volunteers ;  and,  if  so,  whether  seeing 
that  in  the  Yeomanry,  officers  below 
the  rank  of  field  officer  are  only  allowed 
one  tent  between  two,  orders  will  be 
issued  to  place  the  Yeomanry  officer  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  Militia  and  Volun- 
teer officer. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  Yeomanry  officer  is  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  an  officer  of  the  Regular  Forces. 
■  The  Militia  have  been  treated  exception- 
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ally  owing  to  the  length  of  their  camps ; 
but  the  question  of  treating  all  forces  oo 
the  same  lines  as  the  Regular  Forces  is 
now  receiving  consideration. 


Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Fands  and 
Erection  of  Model  Dwellings- 

Mr.  CHIOZZA  MONEY:  To  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  in  view  of  thf  fact  that 
over  £150,000,000  has  now  been  de- 
posited by  the  working  classes  in  the  Post 
Office  Savings  Bank,  whether  he  can  see 
his  way  to  introduce  legislation  to  enable  a 
proportion  of  the  sum,  say  one-third,  to 
be  devoted  to  the  erection  of  model  free- 
hold dwelling  houses  for  the  working 
classes,  thus  helping  the  poor  with  their 
own  capital. 

(Answered  by  Sir  If.  Campbell-Banner' 
num.)  I  am  not  prepared  to  introduce 
legislation  for  this  purpose.  I  do  not 
think  that  working-class  dwellings  are 
the  most  appropriate  form  of  security  in 
which  to  invest  Savings  Bank  deposits. 
But  it  may  interest  my  hon.  friend  to 
know  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Savings  Bank  Funds  is  already  applied, 
through  the  Local  Loans  Fund,  m  pro- 
viding advances  to  local  authorities  for 
their  expenditure  on  housing  and  other 
purposes.  On  the  31st  December  last  the 
assets  of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
Fund  included  Local  Loans  Stock  to  the 
amount  of  £19,292,969. 

Proceedings  of  Irish  Intermediate  Board. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  he  in- 
tends publishing  the  Minutes  of  meetings 
of  the  Intermediate  Board,  and  corre- 
spondence dealing  with  the  Resolution  of 
this  House  of  21st  May,  proposing  to  alter 
their  rulet.  of  1907. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Inter- 
mediate Board  have  been  asked  by  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  to  send  him  the  Minutes 
of  their  proceedings  for  publication,  but 
have  refused  to  do  so,  stating  that  in 
their  opinion  no  good  purpose  would  be 
attained  by  the  publication  of  their 
Minutes  which  have  always  been  re- 
garded as  private  and  confidentiaL  It 
was  hoped  that  the  correspondence! 
between  the  Irish  Government  and  the 
Board  might  have  been  before  now 
published,    but    it    has    not    yet    beeq 
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brought  to  a  close.  I  trust,  however, 
that  it  will  within  a  few  days  be  con- 
cluded, and  as  soon  as  that  happens  it 
shall  be  published. 

Omige  Disturbances  in  Ulster. 

Captain  CRAIG:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  will  furnish  particulars 
of  the  one  serious  breach  of  the  peace 
reported  by  the  inspector-general  of 
constabulary  as  occurring  with  the  recent 
Orange  demonstration  in  Ulster. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The "  case 
in  question  is  one  in  which  a  young 
woman  named  Lucinda  Roche  was  shot 
and  seriously  injured  near  Armagh.  As 
a  man  is  awaiting  trial  for  the  oflfence, 
it  would  be  contrary  to  practice  and 
undesirable  that  I  should  enter  into  the 
detail*  of  the  case. 

Sestontion  of  Evicted  Tenants— Case  of 
Mrs-  Golfer. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners  to  restore  Mr^. 
Golfer,  of  Langnageer,  to  her  holding  on 
the  Leigh  estate  from  which  she  was 
evicted;  and  whether  this  case  comes 
under  the  eiricted  tenants  clauses  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1 903  ;  and,  if  so,  can  he 
state  why  the  Estates  Commissioners 
have  taken  no  steps  to  restore  Mrs.  Colfer 
to  her  home. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  from  Mary 
and  Patrick  Colfer  an  application  for 
reinstatement,  and  will  have  the  case 
duly  inquired  into.  The  Commissioners 
are  unable  to  say,  until  they  receive  their 
inspector's  report,  whether  the  case  is  one 
which  comes  within  the  terms  of  Section 
2of  the  Actof  1903. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Naval  Discipline. 

M».   BRAMSDON    (Portsmouth):    I 

beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 

whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 

sentences  that   have   been    inflicted    by 

VOL  CLXII.    [Fourth  Sekibs.] 


courtslmartial,  in  some  eases  of  a  trivial 
character,  on  men  in  the  Navy  for  striking 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  to  the  fact 
that,  with  few  exceptions,  those  sentences 
were  of  imprisonment  with  hard  labour 
for  terms  ranging  from  six  to  eighteen 
calendar  months;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  many  instances  those  offences 
arose  whilst  the  men  were  under  the 
influence  of  drink,  or  were  young  to  the 
service  and  had  lost  their  tempers,  and 
afterwards  appeared  to  express  genuine 
regret  for  their  wrong  doing  ;  and  will 
he  say  whether  any  such  sentences  were 
afterwards  reduced  by  the  Admiralty, 
and,  if  so,  in  how  many  cases. 

Thb  CIVIL  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Lambkrt,  Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  I  assume  that  the  term  "  non- 
commissioned officers "  is  intended  to 
include  all  "  superior  officers  "  of  a  rank 
below  that  of  a  commissioned  officer. 
The  Admiralty  are  unable  to  regard  the 
striking  by  a  subordinate  of  a  superior 
officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  as  an 
oifence  of  a  trivial  character,  but  courts 
martial  have  full  opportunity  of  taking 
into  account  all  such  circumstances  as 
those  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member. 
As  regards  the  last  part  of  the  Question, 
there  have  been  four  cases  in  which  the 
sentences  have  been  annulled  or  modified 
during  the  year  1905. 

Mr.  BRAMSDON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
ofi°ence  of  striking  a  superior  officer  in 
the  Royal  Navy  is  regulated  by  the  16th 
section  of  the  Naval  Discipline  Act,  1866, 
which  provides  that  every  person  subject 
to  the  Act  who  shall  strike,  or  with  any 
weapon  attempt  to  strike,  or  draw  or  lift 
up  any  weapon  against  his  superior 
officer,  being  in  the  execution  of  his 
office,  shall  oe  punished  with  death  or 
such  other  punishment  as  is  thereinafter 
mentioned ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  by 
Section  86  of  the  same  Act  the  words 
superior  officer  include  all  officers,  includ- 
ing petty  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  by  the  Admiralty  Instructions  also 
include  acting  potty  and  acting  non-com- 
missioned officers,  lance-sergeants,  and 
lance-corporals  borne  on  the  books  of  one 
of  His  Majesty's  ships,  the  Ix>rds  of  the 
Admiralty  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
recommending  that  some  statutory  modi- 
cation  of  Section  16  referred  to,  shall  be 
made  in  order  that,  in  time  of  peace  at 


2  A 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


695 


Questiotu. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


696 


least,  the  maximum  punishment  should 
be  reduced  to  that  more  in  consonance 
with  modem  practice. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  The  Answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  afBrma- 
tive.  As  regards  the  second  part,  the 
Admiralty  do  not  consider  it  desirable  to 
make  any  statutory  modification  of  the 
Naval  Discipline  Act  intended  only  to 
apply  in  time  of  peace. 

Naval  Courts  Martial  Sentences. 

Mr.  BRAMSDON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  their 
Lordships  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  appointing  a  Committee  to  examine 
into  and  report  upon  the  whole  question 
of  the  procedure,  powers,  and  sentences 
of  navaJ  courts  martial. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  A  Committee  has 
been  appointed,  and  is  now  sitting,  which 
has  under  review  the  whole  procedure  of 
naval  courts  martial.  The  powers  and 
sentences  of  courts  martial  are  clearly 
defined  by  the  Naval  Discipline  Act,  and 
the  Admiralty  see  no  reason  for  any 
reference  to  a  Committee  on  these  points. 

Greenwich  Observatory. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  if  he  can  say  when  the  Joint 
Committee,  representing  the  Admiralty 
and  the  London  County  Council,  are 
expected  to  report  on  Greenwich 
Observatory. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  It  is  not  possible  to 
say  at  present  when  the  Committee  will 
be  able  to  report,  but  their  deliberations 
are  being  expedited  as  much  as  possible. 

Naval  Oonstruction. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty whether  ho  will  state  the  tonnage 
and  cost  of  battleships  completed  for  sea 
during  the  six  years  ending  Slst  March, 
1906,  by  each  of  the  five  great  naval 
Powers  respectively,  and  the  number  of 
battleships  projected  at  the  present  time 
by  those  several  Powers. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  The  tonnage  and 
cost  of  battleships    completed   for   sea 


during  the  six  years  in  question  by  the 
five  great  naval  Powers  are  as  follows  :— 
Tonnage.  Cost. 

Great  Britain    348,385     25,538,041 
France  -      44.285       4,086,347 

Russia  -    164,726     14,173,330 

Germany       -    143,122     13,237,105 
United  States    110,210      9,611,842 

The  following  battleships  are  under 
construction : — 

Great  Britain  -        -        -  ■•  6 

France            .        .        -  -  6 

Germany        ...  -  6 

United  States         -        -  -  12 

Artillery  Horses. 
Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  bo 
can  state  how  many  additional  horses  per 
battery  will  be  required  for  the  mobilisa- 
tion of  the  Field  Artillery  when  on  tlio 
new  peace  footing,  and  from  what  source 
it  is  proposed  to  provide  them. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldank,  Haddington); 
The  numbers  of  additional  horses  per 
battery  required  for  mobilisation  of  Field 
Artillery  when  on  the  new  peace  estab- 
lishment are  102  for  each  four  gun 
battery  and  132  for  each  two  gun  battery. 
These  horses  would  be  provided  out  of 
the  horses  registered  for  military  service 
on  emergency. 

Afghan  Frontier  Defence. 
Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
any  expenditure  for  military  protection 
is  involved  in  the  extension  to  Parachinar 
of  the  Kurran  strategic  railway  and  the 
making  of  the  Kabul  river  strategic 
railway  to  the  Afghan  frontier. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
INDLA  (Mr.  Morlby,  Montrose  Burghs) : 
An  increase  of  the  strength  of  the  Khyber 
rifles  by  one  British  officer,  354  Infantry 
and  80  Sowars  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Council  in  August 
1905,  in  connection  with  the  sanction 
given  in  the  previous  month  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  line  from  a  point  near 
Jamrud  to  a  point  on  the  Kabul  River 
known  as  Milo  300.  The  initial  cost  of 
the  increase  was  R«.  18,000,  the  estimated 
annual  cost  is  Rs.  99,500.  No  proposal 
has  been  made  for  military  protection  in 
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connection  with  the  extension  of  the 
Kurran  railway  to  Parachinar  which  was 
sanctioned  in  September  1904. 

Corporal  Punishment  in  India- 
Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  number  of  cases  in  which 
whipping  is  awarded  as  a  judicial  punish- 
ment in  India,  amounting  in  1878  to 
75,223,  in  1897  to  64,087,  and  in  1900  to 
45,051,  and  to  the  fact  that  this  punishment 
is  invariably  iuflicted  in  public  with  a 
rattan  or  cane  over  the  bare  buttocks ; 
and  whether,  having  regard  to  the  general 
feeling  in  India  on  the  subject,  and  to 
the  abuses  attending  on  whipping  as  a 
jadicial  penalty,  he  will  address  the 
Government  of  India  with  a  view  to  the 
elimination  of  this  punishment  from  the 
criminal  code  of  the  country,  except  in 
cases  where  the  offender  is  guilty  of  gross 
and  violent  crime  against  the  person. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  This  subject  was 
brought  to  my  attention  some  time  ago, 
and  I  have  addressed  a  despatch  to  the 
Government  of  India  upon  the  subject. 

Indian  Excise  Administration. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  whether  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Excise  administration  of  India  has  been 
considered  by  the  Grovemment  of  India  ; 
whether  the  Report  will  be  issued  as  a 
Parliamentary  Paper ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  can  arrange  for  its  circulation  to 
Members  before  the  House  reassembles 
in  October. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  The  Answer  to  the 
first  Question  is  in  the  negative.  When 
I  have  seen  the  Report  andcommnnicated 
with  the  Government  of  India  I  will  con- 
sider whether  I  can  present  it ;  but  I  am 
not  sure  that  it  can  be  ready  for  circula- 
tion before  the  House  reassembles. 

Oaleatta  Improvements. 
Mr.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Government  of  India  has 
decided  upon  a  scheme  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Calcutta ;  what  such  scheme  is 
wtimated  to  cost ;  when  it  is  proposed  to 
put  it  in  operation ;  how  the  money  is  to 


be  raised ;  and,  if  no  decision  has  been 
arrived  at  as  to  how  the  cost  is  to  be  met, 
will  he  consider  the  advisability  of  raising 
it  by  means  of  a  temporary  export  duty 
on  jute  (of  which  Bengal  has  a  monopoly) 
and  jute  manufactures. 

Mr.  MORLEY :  My  predecessor  gave 
his  general  assent  to  a  scheme,  the  net 
cost  of  which  was  roughly  estimated  at 
about  £3,000,000,  to  be  met  partly  by 
loans  and  partly  by  a  grant  from  general 
revenues.  The  scheme  is  at  present 
under  discussion  by  the  Bengal  Govern- 
ment and  the  local  authorities  concerned, 
and  no  final  decision  has  been  come  to  as 
to  the  total  cost  or  as  to  how  it  should 
be  met. 

Indian  Irrigation  Works- 

Mr.  LAIDLAW :  I   beg  to  ask   the 

Secretary  of  State  for  India,  if,  in  view 

I  of  the  fact  that  the  irrigation  works  in 

I  India  are  now  yielding  a  return  of  over 

7^  per  cent,  on  the  outlay,  he  will  draw 

th3  attention  of  the  Government  of  India 

to  the  matter,  with  a  view  to  reductions 

in  the  charges  being  made  to  cultivators 

in  cases    where  they  are   exceptionally 

high. 

Mr.  MORLEY :  The  charges  made  to 
cultivators  for  supplies  of  water  from 
State  Irrigation  Works  are  fixed  after 
careful  local  inquiry  as  to  the  profits  of 
.irrigation  in  the  district,  and  ordinarily 
are  below  the  economic  value  of  the 
water  to  the  cultivator.  The  selling 
value  of  land  consequently  goes  up 
in  canal  tracts  to  the  benefit  of  the  private 
owner.  I  hardly  think  it  necessary  to 
bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the 
Gk>vemment  of  India. 

Assam  Tea  Lands. 
Mr.  LAIDLAW :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  it  is  pro- 
posed to  enhance  the  assessments  of  tea 
lands  in  Assam  at  the  expiration  of 
present  leases ;  if  he  is  awaire  that  on 
account  of  depression  in  the  tea  trade 
most  of  these  lands  have  yielded  a  steadily 
decreasing  profit  for  some  years  post; 
and  if  an  enhancement  of  land  rent  is 
contemplated  in  any  of  the  other  tea 
districts  in  India. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  Under  conditions  of 
the  leases  granted  for  tea  cultivation  in 
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Assam  the  land  assessment  is  liable  to 
revision  after  thirty  years,  the  standard 
being  the  rate  at  which  ordinary  agii- 
cultural  land  in  the  district  is  assessed. 
This  term  is  about  to  expire  in  the  case 
of  a  number  of  leases  in  the  Surma  Valley 
districts.  In  its  proposals  for  re  assess- 
ment the  local  Government  has  had  regard 
to  the  present  state  of  the  tea  industry, 
so  far  as  relevant  to  the  matter. 

Tibet  and  Indian  Tea- 
Mr.  LAIDLAW:  I  bog  to  aak  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  there  has 
been  any  increase  of  trade  between  India 
and  Til)et  since  the  late  expedition ; 
whether  Indian  tea  is  now  admitted  into 
Tibet ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  conditions. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  The  latest  figures 
received  show  that  for  the  eleven  months 
ending  February  last  the  value  of  exports 
to  Tibet  was  .£111,054,  of  imports  from 
Tibet,  .£118,578.  The  export  of  tea  to 
Tibet  is  subject  to  the  Kegulations  of 
1S93,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Lhasa 
Convention  of  1904.  The  Trade  Returns 
do  not  show  any  export  of  Indian  tea  to 
Tibet. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW:  Do  the  Trade 
Returns  show  any  increase  f 

Mr.  MORLEY  asked  for  notice  of  the 
Question. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  It  is  to  be 
hoped  military  force  will  not  be  used  to 
import  Indian  tea  into  Tibet. 

Bengal  Schoola- 
Mr.  LAIDLAW:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  Government 
of  India  to  the  inadequate  provision 
which  has  been  made  in  this  year's 
Estimates  for  European  and  Eurasian 
schools ;  if  he  is  aware  that  there  are 
seventy-six  such  schools  in  Bengal  alone, 
and  that  out  of  the  increased  appropriation 
of  £16,000  for  the  whole  of  India,  these 
schools  stand  to  receive  only  about  ^10 
each  for  equipment,  scholarships,  increase 
of  salaries,  and  all  other  purposes ;  and  if 
he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the 
European  schools  in  India  are  most  inade- 
quately equipped,  that  the  standard  of 
teaching  is  low,  and  that  the  teaching 
profession  is  so  poorly  paid  that  few  new 


recruits  of  high  character  and  ability  can 
be  induced  to  go  into  it 

Mr.  MORLEY :  The  Government  of 
India  have  recently  taken  steps  to  increase 
the  resources  at  the  disposal  of  European 
schools.  These  schools  constitute  a 
relatively  small  proportion  of  the  schools 
of  India,  and  the  assistance  which  can  be 
given  to  them  must  be  limited  by  a  due 
regard  for  the  claims  of  other  classes  of 
schools.  Many  of  the  larger  European 
schools  have  endowments  which  render 
them  independent  of  assistance  from  the 
Government. 

Crown   Agents   for   the   Oolonias 
(Appointment  of  Clerks). 

Mr.  WALKER  (Leicestershire,  Mel- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
clerks  in  the  Crown  Agents'  ofiSce  are 
still  selected  by  nomination  alone;  and 
whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  to  place 
these  appointments  upon  a  competitive 
basis  under  the  control  of  the  Civil 
Service  Commission. 

Thk  UNDER-SECRETARY  K)R  thb 
COLONIES  (Mr.  Chcrchill,  Man- 
chester, N.W.) :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  I  am  desired  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  say  that  the  internal 
administration  of  the  office  of  the  Crown 
agents  for  the  Colonies  is  entirely  in  their 
hands,  and  that  as  the  holders  of  these 
appointments  are  not  members  of  the 
Civil  Service,  there  is  no  intention  of 
adopting  the  course  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member. 

Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies  (Manage- 
ment of  the  Office). 
Mr.   WALKER:    I  beg  td  ask  the 

Under-Seoretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  recommendations  of  Sir  Augustus 
Hemming,  ex-Governor  of  Jamaica,  that 
there  should  be  an  inquiry  into  the 
management  of  the  Crown  Agents'  office 
and  the  way  in  which  the  funds  are 
expended,  or  that  there  should  be  laid 
before  Parliament  a  Return  showing  the 
rates  of  salary  and  any  other  form  of  re- 
muneration received  by  every  member  of 
the  staff,  together  with  a  det-uled  and 
explanatory  statement  of  accounts ;  and 
whether  either  of  these  proposals  is  now 
receiving  favourable  consideration. 
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Mb.  CHUKCHILL:  The  work  and 
organisation  of  the  office  of  the  Crown 
Agents  for  the  Colonies  has  received 
constant  and  close  attention  from  suc- 
cessive Secretaries  of  State,  and  two 
Psriiamentary  Papers  on  the  subject 
were  laid  before  Parliament  in  1904. 
Lord  Elgin  does  not  as  at  present  advised 
see  sufficient  occasion  for  a  further 
inquiry,  or  for  publishing  a  more  detailed 
gtsteinent  of  accounts  than  that  already 
published. 
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Chinese  Cioolies— Orime  on  the  Band. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Sec:  etary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  detTcase  in  the  number 
of  offences  committed  by  Chinese  coolies 
00  the  Kand  ;  and  whether  he  has  any 
official  information  as  to  the  causes  of 
this  decrease. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL:  I  have  seen  a 
statement  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Chamber  of  Mines  to  this  effect  in  the 
Press.  Official  information  has  not  yet 
been  received  as  to  the  number  of  con- 
victions since  May  last. 


Taranah  B^sjilway  Extension. 

Mr.  FELL  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
construct  a  branch  railway  from  Tarquah 
to  the  Ancobra  Kiver ;  if  so,  whether 
the  contract  will  be  submitted  for  public 
tender;  and  whether  a  more  moderate 
scale  of  charges  will  prevail  on  such 
railway  than  on  the  present  railway  from 
Sekondi  to  Tarquah. 

♦Mr.  CHURCHILL:  A  scheme  is 
under  consideration  for  the  construction 
of  a  branch  railway  from  Tarquah  to 
Prestea,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  sub- 
mitted in  final  form  for  the  decision  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  I  am  accordingly 
unable  to  reply  at  present  to  the  latter 
parts  of  the  (^estion. 

Trials  of  Native  Chiefs. 
Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
he  has  any  official  information  showing 
that  Tolonko  (or  Tilonkwe),  a  Zulu  chief, 
visited    Pietermaritzburg     on    Monday, 


July  23rd,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
Minister  of  Native  Affairs,  and  was  im- 
mediately arrested ;  whether  he  can 
inform  the  House  if  the  charges  against 
this  chief  are  for  deeds  alleged  to  have 
been  done  last  January,  one  being  a 
refusal  to  pay  poll  tax  before  it  was  due ; 
whether,  although  the  charges  were 
denied,  the  chief  is  to  be  tried  by  court- 
martial;  and  what  steps  His  Majesty's 
Government  propose  to  take  to  see  that 
the  statement  made  to  the  House  that 
only  natives  caught  in  the  act  of  fighting 
are  to  be  tried  %  court-martial  is  to  be 
respected  by  the  Government  of  Natal. 


♦Mr.  CHURCHILL :  On  July  24th 
the  Governor  telegraphed  as  follows : — 
"  In  accordance  with  instructions  sent 
to  Tilonkwe,  one  of  the  most  important 
chiefs  referred  to  came  to  Pietermaritz- 
burg yesterday.  He  denies  charges  made 
against  him.  He  has  been  allowed  to 
return  to  his  tribe,  but  summons  has 
been  served  on  him  to  return  next  Mon- 
day and  stand  his  trial.  I  believe  that 
he  will  do  so  and  that  exhibition  of 
military  force  will  be  unnecessary." 
Tilonkwe  is  described  by  the  Governor  as 
one  of  the  chiefs  who  defied  the  Govern- 
ment last  March.  I  have  no  further 
information  but  will  inquire. 

Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
asked  whether  this  was  the  chief  who  was 
being  tried  to-day  by  court-martial  with 
closed  doors. 

♦Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  he  had  no 
information  on  that  point. 

Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  replied  to  the 
latter  part  of  his  Question,  in  reference 
to  the  undertaking  that  only  natives 
caught  in  the  act  of  fighting  would  be 
tried  by  court-martial. 


♦Mr.   CHURCHILL  replied  that 
would  make  inquiries  on  the  subject. 


he 


*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  asked  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  of  the 
natural  anxiety  which  prevailed  here 
owing  to  statements  by  Natal  correspond- 
I  ents  of  London  papers  announcing  the 
sentences  that  would  be  imposed  on  these 
chiefs  before  the  trials  took  place. 
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*Mr.  CHURCHILL :  Such  statements 
on  the  part  of  newspapers  before  the 
trials  have  taken  place  are  manifestly 
grossly  improper. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.):  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  explained  why  these 
trials  are  being  conducted  with  closed 
doors. 


*Mb.  CHURCHILL :  It  may  be  that 
the  Natal  Govemnwent  desire  to  protect 
themselves  from  similar  newspaper 
statements. 


Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  in  in  a 
position  to  state  whether  Gobizembi, 
Kulu,  and  Meseni  have  been  tried  by 
court-martial;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say 
what  charges  have  been  nref erred  against 
them,  when  their  allege<f  crimes  are  said 
to  have  been  committed,  and  what 
sentences  have  been  passed  upon  them. 


♦Mb.  CHURCHILL:  Messeni  was 
tried  for  high  treason  and  murder. 
Gobizembi  has  been  deposed  as  is  shown 
by  the  despatches  printed  at  pp.  30  and 
37  of  Cd.  2905  and  p.  3  of  Cd.  3027. 
Inquiry  shall  be  made  as  to  the  precise 
action  taken  in  these  cases. 


Siberian  Trade. 
Mb.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  rapidly  increasing 
trade  with  Siberia,  he  will  now  consider 
the  advisability  of  approaching  the 
Russian  Government  with  the  object  of 
getting  British  consuls  appointed  at  some 
at  least  of  the  cities  on  the  Siberian 
Railway.* 

SiB  EDWARD  GREY:  The  matter 
will  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  Hia  Majesty's 
Government.  But,  at  present,  I  can  say 
no  more  than  I  said  to  the  hon.  Member 
in  reply  to  an  almost  identical  Question 
on  March  13th,t  except  that  steps  are 
now  bei^g  taken  with  a  view  to  the 
reappointing  of  a  commercial  agent  at 
Vladivostok. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cliii.,  1096. 


Oonmlfl. 

Sib.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  recent  decline  in  the  value 
of  Consols,  and  to  the  consequent  losses 
of  small  investors  through  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  security  by  depositors  in  the 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank ;  and  if  he  can 
suggest  any  means  of  preventing  in  the 
future  such  losses  by  investors  in  the 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank. 


The  chancellor  or  thk  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsQUiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.)  : 
I  am  aware  that  there  has  been  a  very 
considerable  decline  in  the  capital  value 
of  Consols,  to  the  extent  of  twenty-seven 
points  in  ten  years.  Holders  of  Consols 
through  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
who  may  find  it  necessary  to  realise  at 
present  prices  stock  which  they  purchased 
at  higher  prices  will  necessarily  incur  a 
loss,  but  the  risk  of  such  loss  is  one 
which  has  to  be  taken  by  all  purchasers 
of  securities  having  a  fluctuating  capital 
value,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
Government  should  be  asked  to  give 
preferential  treatment  to  any  particular 
class  of  holders  of  the  public  funds. 

Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  gave  notice 
that  he  would  call  attention  to  this 
matter  on  the  Appropriation  Bill. 

Beer  I>nt7. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbieh- 
shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  the  fact  that  during  the 
period  1900-6  there  has  been  a  decrease 
of  141  degrees  in  the  average*gravity  of 
beer  produced  in  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
whether  this  represents  approximately 
a  diminution  of  £340,000  in  the  yield  of 
revenue  derived  from  this  source;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  consider  what 
action  can  be  taken  in  order  to  prevent 
a  further  reduction  of  revenue  from  this 
cause. 


Mb.  ASQUITH:  The  facts  are  as 
stated.  The  growing  preference  on  the 
part  of  the  public  for  lighter  beers  is,  I 
think,  apart  from  consideration  of 
revenue,  a  reason  for  satisfaction.     I  ajn 
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lookmg  into  the  question  whether  such 
beers  are,  or  are  not,  in  proportion  to 
their  alcoholic  strength,  more  lightly 
taxed  than  heers  of  higher  gravity ;  but, 
even  if  it  can  be  shown  that  they  have  an 
advantage  in  this  respect,  I  do  not  at 
present  express  any  opinion  as  to  whether 
that  is  an  advantage  which  ought  to  be 
withdrawn. 


Goinase- 

♦Mb.  ESSEX  (Gloustershire,  Ciren- 
cester) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  whether  he  contemplates 
any  new  issue  of  the  lower  value  coins ; 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  adopting  instead  of  bronze  a  nickel  or 
other  lighter  alloy  in  a  convenient  form 
to  avoid  confusion  with  the  silver  coins ; 
and  whether  he  will  before  making  such 
i«ue  consider  the  nickel  coins  of  low 
denomination  lately  issued  in  Belgium. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  no  evidence 
that  the  present  coinage  is  regarded  as 
other  than  satisfactory  by  the  public 
generally,  and,  in  the  absiance  of  any 
general  demand  for  an  alteration,  I  should 
not  be  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  interfering  with  it. 

Asjrlnm  Attendants— Honra  of  Daty* 

Mr.  GEORGE  ROBERTS  (Norwich)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  has  yet 
Gauged  inquiry  to  be  made  from  the 
Lunacy  Commissioners  as  to  the  number 
of  hours  worked  by  asylum  attendants, 
and  the  percentage  of  these  attendants 
who  ultimately  suffer  from  lunacy ;  if  so, 
can  he  state  the  results  of  such  inquiry ; 
and  whether  he  proposes  legislation  on 
the  matter. 


Thb  secretary  of  STATE  for 
thbHOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
STONB,  Leeds,  W.) :  I  beg  to  answer  this 
Qaestion  on  behalf  of  my  right  hon.  friend. 
Information  on  this  subject  has  been 
collected  by  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy. 
The  particulars  of  the  hours  during  which 
attendants  are  on  duty  cannot  well  be 
summarised,  but  the  returns  are  at  my 
hoD.  fiiend's  disposal  at  the  Com- 
missioners' office  whenever  he  may  care 
to  call  and  see  them.     It  appears  that 


during  the  last  five  years  fifty-two 
attendants  and  ex-attendants  (twenty- 
three  male  and  twenty-nine  female)  are 
known  to  have  become  insane ;  that  is  to 
say,  that,  roughly  speaking,  in  any  given 
year  1  per  cent,  of  the  average  total 
number  of  attendants  employed  in 
asylums  become  insane.  This  figure  is 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  percentage  of 
insanity  in  the  general  population  be- 
tween the  ages  oftwenty  and  fifty-four. 
The  terms  on  which  asylum  attendants 
are  employed  is  a  matter  for  the  Visiting 
Committees,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  in- 
troduce legislation  on  the  subject. 


Bescne  Homei. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  he  can 
say  how  msny  girls  in  the  non-inspected 
rescue  homes  have  been  sent  there  with 
the  approval  of  the  justices  ;  and  whether 
he  wul  direct  that  in  future  a  justice  of 
the  peace  shall  not  assent  to  any  girl 
being  sent  to  any  such  home. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE ;  As  regards  the 
first  point  I  am  afraid  that  I  have  no  in- 
formation, and  as  regards  the  second 
point  I  have  no  jurisdiction  to  interfere. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD:  Who  would  have 
jurisdiction? 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  obtain 
that  information  ? 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  no  power 
in  the  matter. 

Children  in  Oharitable  Institntioiu. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  has  any  information  to 
show  the  number  of  children  under 
twelve  years  of  age  and  under  twelve 
months  of  age  living  in,  or  whose  mothers 
are  living  in,  non-inspected  semi-charitable 
institutions  where  laundries  and  work- 
shops are  carried  on ;  and  whether  he 
can    state    the    mortality    among    such 
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children,  or  obtain  any 
mortality  occurring. 


report  as  to  the 


♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  afraid  that 
I  have  no  such  information,  nor  have  I 
at  present  any  means  of  obtaining  it. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consider  the  desirability 
of  introducing  legislation  giving  him 
power  to  obtain  this  information  t 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  already 
said  I  hope  to  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing 
with  these  matters. 

Wokingham  Motor  Fatality- 
♦Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Heme  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  on  the  Nth  instant,  a  motor  car 
ran  into  a  funeral  as  it  was  about  to 
enter  St.  Paul's  Church,  Wokingham, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  an  old  lady  who 
was  standing  in  front  of  the  cofiKn  and 
bearers ;  will  he  ascertain  whether  this 
accident  was  due  to  reckless  driving; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  consider  the  expediency 
of  arranging  for  the  licence  of  the 
motorist  to  be  suspended. 


♦Mr.  GLADSTONE:  From  inquiries 
I  have  made  it  appears  that  at  the 
inquest  the  Coroners  Jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  accidental  death.  The  driver 
of  the  motor-car  was,  however,  arrested 
on  a  charge  of  manslaughter  and  the 
Justices  have  committed  him  for  trial 
at  the  next  autumn  assizes. 

Postal  Arrangements. 
Mr.  RENDALL  (Gloucestershire, 
Thombury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  has  now  com- 
pleted his  departmental  inquiries  into  the 
postal  inconveniences  from  which  the  in- 
habitants of  Tormarton,  Gloucestershire, 
are  suffering ;  if  not,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  two  months  have  elapsed  since  ho 
promised  to  investigate  the  matter  ;  and, 
if  the  desires  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Tormarton  are  not  fully  understood, 
whether  he  can  arrange  for  a  Post  Office 
official  to  meet  a  small  deputation  on  the 
spot  to  consider  the  matter. 

The  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar) :  I  regret  the  delay.  But 
various   local    circnmstan'-es    have    pre- 


vented an  earlier  decision.  I  hope  to  be 
able  shortly  to  take  steps  to  improve  the 
service ;  and  my  representative  would 
be  glad  to  ascertain  the  local  opinion  on 
the  question. 

Tnfli<^ii  Mails- 
Mr.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if, 
when  settling  the  terms  of  the  new 
Indian  mail  conti-act,  he  will  arrange  to 
have  the  time  fixed  for  the  arrival  of  the 
homeward  mail  in  London  at  least 
twenty-four  hours  before  the  departure 
of  the  outward  mail,  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  and  at  least  twelve  hours 
before  departure  during  the  monsoon 
season,  even  if  this  involves  departure 
from  Bombay  on  Friday  evening  instead 
of  Saturday. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  am  not 
prepared  to  commit  myself  in  any  way 
as  to  the  time  table  of  the  Indian  mail 
service  under  a  new  contract :  but  the 
hon.  Member  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall  endeavour  to  arrange  it  in  the 
manner  best  suited  to  the  different 
interests  which  have  to  be  consulted. 

Mail  Van  Contracts. 
Mr.  ASHLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General if  he  can  now  state  the 
result  of  his  inquiries  into  the  condi- 
tions under  which  contracts  for  mail  van 
work  are  carried  on. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  am  pur 
suing  my  inquiries  on  this  subject,  but 
they  will  necessarily  occupy  some  time, 
and  am  I  not  yet  in  a  position  to  make 
any  general  statement  as  to  the  result. 

Canadian  Mails  and  Moville. 
The  Marquess  of  HAMILTON  (Lon- 
donderry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postnu'ster- 
(lonoral  if  he  can  state  if  the  Allan  Line 
have  come  to  a  definite  conclusion  as  to 
the  abandonment  of  Moville  as  a  port  of 
call  for  the  Canadian  mails. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  TIio 
Canadian  Government,  with  whom  the 
final  decision  rested,  has  now  informed  ino 
that  it  finds  itself  compelled,  in  connection 
with  the  acceleration  of  the  Canadian 
mail  service,  to  abandon  Moville  as  a 
port  of  call  for  the  direct  packets.  It 
is  stated  that   this  decision    has    been 
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srrtTed  at  moet  reluctantly  and  after 
careful  consideration  of  the  strong  protest 
made  by  the  British  Post  Office  against 
the  change.  I  have  from  the  first  pointed 
oat  the  postal  disadvantages  which  will 
accme  from  the  abandonment  of  the 
Moville  call,  and  I  regret  the  decision  at 
which  the  Dominion  Gk>vernment  have 
arrived. 

The  Art  OaUery  at  MillbMik. 

♦Mb.  p.  W.  WILSON  (St.  Pancras,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  it  is  pro{)osed  to  utilise 
the  space  behind  the  National  Gallery 
of  Art,  at  Millbank,  for  the  purpose  of 
birilding  a  new  Stationery  Office  or 
other  Government  Office ;  and,  seeing 
that  such  building,  if  erected,  would 
render  it  impossible  to  make  additions 
to  the  Art  Gallery,  which  is  becoming 
overcrowded  with  pictures,  whether  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  reserving 
this  ground  for  the  extension  of  the 
Gallery. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Kossendale)  :  Thn  reply  to  the  first  para- 
graph is  in  the  afBrmative ;  in  accordance 
with  a  scheme  sanctioned  by  my  prede- 
cessor it  was  proposed  to  build  the 
Stationery  Office  upon  the  vacant  land 
behind  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  at 
MiObank.  The  extensions  originally  con- 
templated when  the  site  was  offered  by 
the  Government  to  Sir  Henry  Tate  in 
1893  have  already  been  made.  I  will 
make  inquiry  as  to  the  future  needs  of 
the  Gallery,  and  will  reconsider  the 
matter  before  next  year's  Estimates  are 
framed.  I  may  mention  that  some  space 
is  still  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Gallery. 

Bichmond  Park. 
Mr.  BOULTON  (Huntingdonshire, 
Bamsey) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  if  he  is  awaro  t*f  the 
condition  of  the  roads  in  Richmon  1  Park ; 
and  if  he  will  give  instructions  for  a 
better  system  of  watering  and  procure 
the  services  uf  a  steam  roller  in  lieu  of 
the  one-horse  roller  at  present  in  use. 

Mr.  harcourt  :  I  am  aware  that, 
owing  to  the  prolonged  drought,  the 
condition  of  the  roads  in  Richmond  Park 
has  suffered  a  good  deal.  There  are  no 
funds  available  for  much  extra  watering 


and  rolling  this  year.  In  the  next 
financial  year  I  hope  it  may  be  possible 
to  purchase  a  motor  roller. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  would  either  limit 
the  speed  of  motor  cars  in  Richmond  Park 
or  stop  them  altogether. 

Mr.  HARCOURT  asked  for  notice  of 
the  question  as  to  limiting  speed,  adding 
that  there  would  be  no  excess  of  speed  in 
the  motor  roller. 

WeBtminater  Ooontjr  Court- 
Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  it  is  intended  to  rebuild  the  West 
minster  County  Court,  and,  if  so,  when 
such  works  of  rebuilding  are  likely  to  be 
commenced ;  whether  plans  have  been  pre- 
pared of  the  proposed  works,  and  if  the 
same  have  been  approved  by  the  local 
authority  and  by  the  Judge  and  officials 
of  the  Court ;  and,  if  not,  whether  such 
approval  will  be  required  before  the 
building  is  commenced. 

Mr.  HARCOURT :  The  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
work  of  rebuilding  will  be  begun  so  soon 
us  a  contract  can  be  made.  Sketch  plans 
have  been  prepared  and  have  been  seen 
by  the  Judge  and  registrar  of  the  Court, 
and  the  building  will  be  carried ■  out  as 
far  as  possible  to  meet  their  wishes.  But 
I  am  unable  to  give  any  undertaking 
such  as  is  suggested  in  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  the  hon.  Member's  Question. 
The  local  authority  has  no  jurisdiction. 

Seamen's  Semittances— Dednctions. 

Major  SEELY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  can  see  his  way  to  remit  that  part  of 
the  charge  of  three  pence  in  the  pound 
levied  on  the  remittance  home  of  Britisli 
seamen's  wages  from  Hamburg  and  other 
foreign  ports,  which  is  now  retained  by 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Kbarlky,  Devonport) : 
The  whole  question  to  which  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  refers  is  still  under 
consideration  by  the  three  Departments 
concerned,  viz.,  the  Treasury,  the  Foreign 
Office,  and  the  Board  of  Trade;  and  I 
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will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  in- 
forming him  of  the  decision  arrived  at. 

Wei-hai-wei  Cable. 
Mn.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  a  sum  of  X800  is  placed  on  the 
Civil  Service  Supplementary  Estimates 
under  Class  VII.  for  the  cost  of  repairing 
the  cable  between  Chefoo  and  VVei-hai- 
wei,  will  he  state  on  what  ground  this 
cable  is  being  maintained  by  the  British 
Government. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  McKenna,  Mon- 
mouthshire, N.):  The  cable  was  con- 
structed at  the  charge  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  is  worked  by  the 
Eastern  Extension  Australasia  and  China 
.  Telegraph  Company  under  an  Agree- 
ment a  copy  of  which  was  laid  before 
Parliament,  H.C.  Paper  151  of  1901. 
The  cost  of  repairing  the  cable  is  borne 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  under  the 
terms  of  the  Agreement. 

Mb.  WEIR:  When  does  the  agree- 
ment expire  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  asked  for  notice. 

Sanitation  in  the  Island  of  Lewis- 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  if  he  will  state  when  the 
funds  will  be  forthcoming  to  enable  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  to  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  sanitary 
requirements  of  the  townships  in  the 
Island  of  Lewis  and  remedy  the  evils 
disclosed  in  the  Report  of  Dr.  Dittmar, 
the  medical  inspector  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Scotland. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  asks  me  to  answer 
this  Question.  As  my  bon.  friend  knows, 
the  circumstances  in  this  case  are  excep- 
tional and  difficult,  and  I  regret  that  it  is 
not  yet  possible  to  indicate  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  it.  The 
subject  is  receiving  serious  consideration. 

Indnstrial  Training  for  Island  of  Lewis 
Children- 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  he  is  now  in  a 
position  to  state  how  many  boys  and  girls 
respectively  resident   in    the   Island  of 


Lewis  have  been  recommended  by  the 
local  authorities  to  the  Scottish  Education 
Department  for  participation  in  the 
industrial  training  provided  for  under 
Section  1  (d)  of  the  Minute  of  March 
19th  last. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :     The    applications 

received  from  local  authorities  in  the 
Island  of  Lewis  for  grants  under  Section 
1  (d)  of  the  Departmental  Minute  of 
March  19th,  1906,  for  the  provision  of 
such  initial  equipment  as  may  be  required 
for  supplying  industrial  training  to  boys 
and  girls  resident  in  the  Island  do  not 
specify  any  particular  number  of  boys  or 
girls  who  are  recommended  for  participa- 
tion in  such  training.  I  regret,  therefore, 
that  the  information  desired  by  my  hon. 
friend  is  not  available. 

Vaccination  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  introducing  legislation  at 
an  early  date  such  as  will  admit  of  the 
Conscience  Clause  in  the  Vaccination  Act 
of  1898  being  .extended  to  Scotland. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  my  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stirlingshire  on  May  2nd.t 

Mr.  weir  :  I  have  not  the  remotest 
idea  what  that  Answer  was. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  will  send  the  hon. 
Member  a  copy. 

Dunblane  Oathedral- 
Mr-ERSKINE  (Perthshire,  W.):  I  beg 
to  aak  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
the  vesting  of  Dunblane  Cathedral  in  the 
Commissioners  of  Works,  as  is  provided 
by  the  National  Galleries  of  Scotland 
Bill,  will  affect  or  in  any  way  interfere 
with  the  interests  of  the  cathedral,  or 
the  use  to  which  it  is  at  present  devoted. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  No,  Sir.  These 
interests  will  be  safe-guarded  ;  and  the 
use  of  the  cathedral  and  burial  ground 
preserved  for  .their  present  purposes. 

Irish  Land  Commission  and  Mining 
Eights. 

Mr.iEDWARD  BARRY  (Cork  County, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  whether  any  steps  have  yet 
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been  taken  as  provided  in  Section  13,  Sub- 
section 3,  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of 
\%3,  to  give  to  the  Land  Commission 
powers  to  lease  or  sublet  mining  rights 
00  lands  purchased  by  them;  whether, 
seeing  that,  from  inquiries  made  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  the 
prospects  of  mining  in  Ireland  are  far 
bayond  what  wds  ever  before  believed, 
steps  will  be  immediately  taken  to  give 
to  the  Land  Commission  the  power  of 
leasing  and  sub-letting,  and  thus  help  to 
develop  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

The  attorney-general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool 
Exchange) :  It  has  been  decided  that 
legislation  will  be  necessary  to  enable  the 
Land  Commission  to  dispose  of  the 
mineral  rights  vested  in  them  under 
Section  13  (3)  of  the  Act  of  1903.  The 
quMtion  of  introducing  such  legislation  is 
under  the  considorition  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  a  Bill  is  being  prepared  for 
the  purpose. 

Lisnasry  (Limsriek)  Evicted  Tenant 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  a  claim  has 
been  forwaided  to  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners by  an  evicted  tenant  named 
Patrick  Barry,  of  Lisnagry,  county 
Limerick,  who  was  evicted  six  years  ago 
from  a  small  farm  of  land  on  the  estate  of 
Robert  L.  Brown,  at  Bally  varra,  Lisnagry ; 
and  whether  the  Commissioners  have 
made  any  inquiry  into  the  case  with  a 
view  to  having  the  evicted  tenant 
restored  to  his  holding. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.) :  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
they  have  not  received  an  application 
for  reinstatement  from  Patrick  Barry. 
They  have,  however,  received  an  applica- 
tion from  Patrick  Ryan  whose  former 
holding  is  stated  to  be  in  the  occupation 
of  Patrick  Barry,  and  this  is  probably 
the  case  which  the  hon.  Member  has  in 
view.  Ryan's  application  will  be  inquired 
into  in  due  course. 

St  Johnston,  DonezaL  Evict«l  Tenant. 

Mr.  MACVEIGH  (Donegal,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
attention  of  the  Estates  Commissioners 
has  been  called   to   the  case  of  James 


Gallagher,  whose  father  was  evicted  from 
his  holding  on  the  estate  of  Andrew 
Moody,  Rockfield,  St.  Johnston,  East 
Donegal,  in  1869;  and  whether  he  will 
direct  the  Estates  Commissioners  to  send 
down  an  inspector  to  inquire  into  the 
matter  with  a  view  to  roinstdting  James 
Gallagher  in  the  farm  of  his  father  who 
died  some  time  ago. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners inform  me  that  they  will  inquii-e 
into  the  case  of  James  Gallagher  in  due 
course. 

Kilbracken  ETict«d  Tenant. 
Mr.  T.  SMYTH  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
L'eutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  an  applica- 
tion for  reinstatement  from  Patrick 
Pranty,  a  tenant  who  was  evicted  for 
non-payment  of  rent  on  the  Ponnyfeather 
estate  at  Kilbracken,  in  the  county 
Leitrim. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  Estates  Conunis- 
sioners  inform  me  that  no  application  for 
reinstatement  has  been  received  from 
Patrick  Pranty. 

Congestion  in  Connty  Leitrim. 
Mr.  T.  SMYTH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  the  Royal  Commission  will 
hold  a  sitting  in  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Mohill,  or  BaHinamore  with  regard  to 
congestion  in  county  Leitrim,  as  this 
county  is  one  of  the  most  congested  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  Royal  Commission 
on  Congestion  is  prepared  to  consider 
any  application  which  may  be  made  to  it 
as  to  holding  sittings  in  any  particular 
place  or  receiving  evidence  from  any 
particular  district.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  Commission  will  be  held  in  Dublin 
early  in  September. 

Ooolmoontain  School  Teachers. 
Mr.  EDWARD  BARRY  (Cork  County, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  William  Murphy, 
principal  teacher  of  Coolmountain 
National  School,  Dunmanway,  county 
Cork,  is  at  present  receiving,  as  principal, 
a  total  salary  of  £75  lOs.  per  annum, 
while  if  he  remained  assistant,  his  salary 
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would,  including,  capitation  bonus  and 
increment,  amount  to  £80  15a. ;  and 
whether  considering  his  increased  duties 
and  responsibilities,  as  well  as  the  more 
important  services  rendered  to  the  State 
by  him,  steps  will  be  taken  to  have  his 
salary  reasonably  increased. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  beg  to  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  my  Answer  to  his  previous 
Question  on  June  19th,t  and  to  the 
statement  which  I  forwarded  to  him 
on  that  date.  The  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  inform  me  that  Mr. 
Murphy's  salary  and  emoluments  amount 
to  about  £76  per  annum,  whereas  if  he 
had  remained  an  assistant  teacher  his 
income  would  have  been  £72.  The 
matter  is  entirely  one  for  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

Leitrim  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  T.  SMYTH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenai  t 
of  Ireland  if  the  Estates  Commissioners 
have  received  applications  for  reinstate- 
ment from  the  following  evicted  tenants, 
viz.,  Michael  Dolan,  John  Kennedy, 
Constantino  Kennedy,  Thomas  Prior, 
Michael  Dolan,  Sarah  Prior,  Michael 
McGrail,  Owen  McGrail,  Edward 
McManus,  Margaret  McTeague,  and 
Mary  Kerrigan,  all  of  whom  were 
evicted  from  their  holdings  on  the 
Marsham  estate,  in  the  county  Leitrim ; 
and  if  he  will  direct  the  attention  of 
the  inspector  of  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners to  these  cases,  as  all  the  farms 
are  in  the  occupation  of  planters. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners inform  me  that  they  have 
received  applications  for  reinstatement 
from  the  evicted  tenants  named  in  the 
Question,  and  will  have  the  cases  in- 
quired into  by  an  inspector  in  due 
course. 

llacgillycaddy  Estate,  Kerry.) 

Mr.  BOLANP  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ijord- 
liioutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  in  the  sale  of  the  Macgillycuddy 
estate,  Beaufort,  Kerry,  sale  is  refused  to 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Joy,  of  Ardraw,  because 
her  husband  refuses  to  give  up  a  small 
parcel  of  land  which  he  has  held  for  thirty- 
six  years ;  that  an  agreement  for  purchase 

+  See  (4)  Debatet,  clix.,  44. 


was  signed  by  Mrs.  E.  Joy  for  her  farm 
in  November,  1901,  and  an  annuity  on  the 
purchase  money  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent, 
paid  since  then  by  her  regularly ;  and 
that,  now  in  order  to  coerce  her  husband- 
to  give  up  his  legal  rights,  she  has  been 
threatened  with  a  writ  for  £97,  the 
difference  between  her  old  rent  and  the 
annuity  since  1901,  while,  in  reality, 
nothing  is  due  from  her ;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
steps  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that  eighty-one 
agreements  for  purchase,  dated  April 
25th  last,  have  recently  been  lodged  with 
them  in  respect  of  the  Macgillycuddy 
estate.  No  agreement  in  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Joy  has  been  lodged  either  with  the 
Estates  Commissioners  or,  prior  to  the 
Act  of  1903,  with  the  Land  Commission  ; 
and  no  annuity  or  interest  has  therefore 
beencollected  by  either  body.  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  no  information  that 
Mrs.  Joy  signed  an  agreement  for 
purchase  in  1901,  nor  have  they  any 
knowledge  of  the  differences  alleged  to 
exist  between  her  and  the  owner.  The 
Commissioners,  however,  will,  when 
dealing  with  the  estate,  inquire  as  to  the 
exclusion  of  Mrs.  Joy  from  the  proceedings 
for  sale. 

Irish  Local  Government  Betom. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  I  bw 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  has 
now  ascertained  if  the  official  circular  to 
the  staff  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
of  June  6th,  1905,  contained,  in  every  case 
under  the  beading  "  Place  of  Education," 
the  entry,  "  Information  not  available  "  ; 
whether  the  members  of  the  staff  were 
explicitly  informed  that  the  Board  pro- 
posed to  answer  the  query  in  that  form  ; 
whether  he  is  avrare  that  any  official 
objecting  to  that  entry  would  thus  have 
invited  the  displeasure  of  his  superior 
officers ;  whether  ho  can  state  why  the 
officials  were  not  asked  whether  they 
were  willing  to  supply  the  information 
ordered  to  Ije  supplied  by  the  Parliament 
which  votes  their  salaries;  whether  the 
circular  was  issued  by  the  Assistant 
Secretary,  at  the  direction  of  the  Vice- 
President  ;  whether  either  of  them  acted 
at  the  instance  or  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  timej  and 
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whether  the  Qovernment  sanctioned  the 
conduct  of  permanent  officials  in  Dublin 
Castle  in  suggesting  to  their  subordinates 
to  refuse  to  supply  the  information  called 
for  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

*Mii.  BRYCB :  I  have  ascertained  that 
the  circular  contained  all  the  information 
which  the  Local  Government  Board 
possessed,  and  that  under  the  heading 
"Place  of  Education"  the  entry  was 
"  No  information  available."  The  circu- 
lar stated  that  it  was  proposed  to  send 
the  information  in  that  form  subject  to 
any  correction  which  the  perwn  con- 
cerned desired  to  make.  I  am  informed 
that  if  an  official  had  objectei  tj  the 
entry,  he  would  have  incurred  no  olficial 
displeasure.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  many 
officials  of  the  board,  in  response  to  the 
circular,  supplied  information  as  to  their 
place  of  education,  and  incurred 
no  displeasure  by  so  doing.  The 
officials  were  not  directly  asked  to  supply 
information  as  to  their  place  of  educa- 
tion, because  the  then  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  had  advised,  and  had  so  in- 
formed this  House,  that  heads  of  depart- 
ments had  no  legal  right  to  demand  this 
information,  and  that  civil  servants  could 
not  be  obliged  to  supply  it.  The  circular 
was  issued  by  the  direction  of  the  Vice- 
President  and  with  the  authority  of  the 
then  Chief  Secretary,  whose  instructions 
were  that  the  Board  should  furnish  all 
the  official  information  in  their  possession, 
and  should  let  each  official  see  the  pro- 
posed return  and  add  any  information 
oonoeming  himself  which  he  desired  to 
give.  I  am  informed  that  it  is  not  the 
esse  that  permanent  officials  suggested  to 
their  subordinates  to  refuse  to  supply 
the  information  called  for  by  order  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  inquired  why  the 
officials  were  not  asked  whether  they 
were  willing  to  supply  the  information 
ordered  to  be  supplied  by  the  Parliament 
which  voted  their  salariesi 

♦Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  have  answered  that. 
The  then  Attorney-General  said  the 
officials  could  not  be  required  to  give 
the  information,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
thought  that  no  question  in  the  nature  of 
a  sammons  should  be  addressed  to  them, 
but  as  a  matter  of  fact,  many  of  them 
voluntarily  supplied  the  information 
themselves. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Wuterford) : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think  it 
a  proper  thing  for  the  head  office  in 
Dublin  when  s<)ndin.^  round  a  circular 
asking  for  information  in  accordance  with 
the  decision  of  this  House  to  fill  up  in 
advance  in  Dublin  one  of  the  columns 
with  the  statement  that  no  information 
was  available )  Is  not  that  a  direct  hint 
to  the  officials  not  to  supply  the  infor- 
mation t 

♦Mr.  BRYCE  :  It  is  not  for  me  to  ox- 
press  an  opinion  about  the  action  of  my 
predecessor.  [Nationalcst  cries  of 
"  Why  1 "]  Because  I  had  nothihg  to  do 
with  the  matter,  and  it  is  bectuse  1  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  now ;  but,  as 
I  say,  the  Vice-President  infortns  me  that 
these  matters  took  place  in  pursuance  of 
the  opinion  given  by  the  then  Attornoy- 
Geaoral  by  which  he  considero  I  himself 
ti  be  bound. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Is  it  not  a 
perfectly  proper  Question  to  put  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  approves 
of  the  action  of  his  predecessor  in  this 
matter  t 

♦Mb.  BRYCE:  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
so.  As  the  matter  is  not  one  that,  is 
before  mo  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
express  an  opinion,  especially  as  the 
opinion  of  the  then  Attorney-General 
appears  to  have  been  the  governing 
factor. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  circular  only 
came  to  light  within  the  past  week  1 

♦Mr.  BRYCE :  I  am  not  aware. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  ihe  reason  that  no  information 
was  available  was  because  the  officials 
were  left  to  their  own  opinions  1      j 

♦Mr.  BRYCE :  No,  it  was  because  it 
was  thought  that  there  was  no  right  to 
ask  for  it. 

Biver  Shimna  Fishery. 
Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  Earl  Annesley, 
through  himself  or  his  servants,  is 
allowed  to  fish  in  any  part  of  the  River 
Shimna,  Newcastle,  from  which  others, 
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who  are  fishermen  by  trade,  are  prohi- 
bited from  fishing;  and,  if  so,  on  what 
grounds. 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  I  nnderstand  that  if  the 
Earl  of  Annesley  is  a  riparian  proprietor 
along  the  fresh  waters  of  tne  River 
Shimna  he  would  have  rights  of  fishing 
in  such  fresh  waters  not  enjoyed  by  the 
public.  Under  the  Statute  Law,  netting 
for  salmon  in  tidal  waters  is  illegal  within 
certain  distances  of  the  definra  mouths 
of  rivers,  except  by  owners  of  several 
fisheries  therein.  The  mouth  of  the 
River  Shimna  has  been  defined.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  understand 
that  Lord  Annesley  claims  a  several 
fishery  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of 
the  nver,  but  it  is  not  for  the  Depart- 
ment to  decide  whether  this  claim  is 
justified  or  not. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  under  the  Act  of 
1842  Lord  Annesley  cannot  be  deemed 
to  own  the  fishery  until  he  has  paid 
rates  for  ten  years,  whereas  he  only 
began  to  pay  them  two  years  ago  when 
Newcastle  became  an  urban  district. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  That  is  a  question  of 
law  which  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Attorney-General. 

Irish  P  etty  Sessions  Clerkships. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  ex-police- 
men are  eligible  for  the  position  of 
clerkship  of  petty  sessions  in  Ireland  up 
to  the  age  of  45  years,  whilst  civilians 
are  ineligible  for  the  same  position  when 
they  exceed  40  years ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
say  why  this  preference  is  given  to  one 
class  beyond  the  other. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  The  general  limits  of 
age  for  the  appointment  of  Clerk  of 
Petty  Sessions  are  21  and  40  years,  but 
the  higher  limit  is  extended  to  50  years 
in  the  case  of  ex-members  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary,  magistrates,  barris- 
ters, solicitors,  solicitors'  clerks,  and 
assistants  to  Petty  Sessions  clerks.  The 
reason  for  this  extension  is  that  all  these 
persons  are  presumed  to  have  already 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  Petty  Sessions 
law  and  procedure. 


Teaching  of  the  Irish  Langoase. 
Mr.   BOLAND  :    I    beg    to    ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
{ of  Ireland  whether,  when  the  manager 
'  of  a  national  school  applies  to  tho  Com- 
missioners for  sanction  to  introduce  tho 
bilingual    programme,    is    the    sanction 
given  or  refused    on    the    report  of  & 
competent  Irish-speaking  inspector  or  on 
the  report  of  an  inspector  who  knows 
little  or  no  Irish. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  The  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  inform  me  that  when 
a  manager  makes  application  for  the 
introduction  of  the  bilingual  programme 
into  his  schools,  the  inspector  of  the 
district  reports  on  the  application.  If 
the  Commissioners  have  any  doubt  as  to 
the  soundness  of  the  recommendation 
made  by  the  local  inspector,  the  case  is 
I  usually  sent  to  one  of  the  special  in- 
spectors of  Irish  for  an  independent 
report,  before  a  decision  is  given  by  the 
Board. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary    to    the    Lord-Lieutenant    of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  Statement  on  page  6  of  the 
Report  on  the  Welsh  Intermediate  Edu- 
cation system,  that  the  chief  inspector 
reports  that,  during  the  past  year  2,180 
pupils    in    fifty-three     schools    received 
instruction  in  the  Welsh  language,  an 
increase  of  352  in  the  number  of  pupils, 
and  of  eight  in  the  number  of  schools, 
and  that,  in  three  or  four  years,  at  the 
present    rate    of    progress,    the    Welsh 
language  will  attain  to    a   satisfactory 
'  position  in  the  county  schools  ;  and  will 
he  direct  the  attention  of  the  National 
'  Board  in  Ireland  to  this  Statement,  with 
I  a  view  to  its  being  placed  in  the  hands  of 
'  those  of  its  inspectors  who  may  still  have 
'  doubt  as  to  the    value  of  a    bilingual 
system. 

Mb.  BRYCE:  I  have  seen  the  state- 
ment to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  attention  of 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
has  also  been  drawn  to  it.  I  should, 
however,  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
the  statement  refers  to  secondary  schools 
and  not  to  elementary  schools  such  as  the 

!  National  Board  administer.  The  question 
of  placing  the  statement  in  the  hands  of 

I  inspectors  is  one  for  the  Commissioners 
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to  decide,  but  the  policy  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  regard  to  bilingual  teaching  is 
of  course  determined  by  themselves,  and 
not  by  their  inspectors. 

King's  Connty  Police. 
Mb.  EEDDY  (King's  County,  Birr) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  say 
what  is  the  population  of  Shinrone,  a 
village  in  King's  County ;  whether  it  is  a 
police  district  headquarters;  can  he  say 
how  many  constables,  in  addition  to  the 
district  inspector  and  head  constable,  are 
stationed  there ;  whether,  seeing  that  the 
salary  of  the  head  constable  is  £104  per 
annum  with  apartments,  and  that  bis 
time  is  occupied  in  doing  the  work  of 
the  district  inspector,  who  merely  signs 
Betoms  prepared  for  him,  he  will  say 
what  steps,  it  any,  he  proposes  to  take  to 
abolish  or  bring  within  reasonable  limits 
the  unnecessary  ofSce  of  district  inspector ; 
and  what  is  the  salary  of  a  district 
inspector,  cost  of  uniform,  and  travelling 
allowances. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  am  informed  that 
Shinrone  has  a  population  of  about  350. 
It  is  a  constabulary  district  headquarters 
composed  of  four  sub-districts.  The 
nominal  strength  of  the  station  is  one 
sergeant  and  six  constables,  in  addition  to 
the  district  inspector  and  head  constable. 
The  salary  of  the  head  constable  is  X91 
per  annum,  with  apartments.  It  is,  I  am 
informed,  not  the  case  that  the  head 
c(Hist«ble  does  the  work  of  the  district 
inspector ;  each  officer  has  his  own  proper 
work.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  abolish 
district  headquarters  which  are  no  longer 
necessary.  Nine  have  been  abolished 
daring  the  past  three  years,  and  further 
reductions  are  under  consideration.  The 
salary  of  a  district  inspector  ranges  from 
£125  to  X300  per  annum.  A  district 
inspector  also  receives  allowances  for 
forage,  servant,  and  lodging,  amounting 
to  about  £130  per  annum.  He  provides 
his  own  uniform,  and  receives  no  allowance 
for  travelling  within  his  district. 

Irish  Trade  Reports. 
Mr.  BOLAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Foreign  Office  is  prepared  to  give  every 
facility  for  the  publication,  in  a  succinct 
form,  of  all  the  special  Beports  about 
Irish  trade  which  are  now  appearing  from 


time  to  time  in  the  Consular  Reports ; 
and  whether  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture will  on  the  completion  of  these 
Consular  Reports  for  1905,  undertake 
the  publication  in  one  volume  of  these 
special  references  to  Irish  trade  in  con- 
sequence of  the  widespread  interest  they 
have  aroused  in  Ireland  and  with  a  view 
to  stimulating  the  trade  of  Ireland  with 
foreign  countries. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  will  consider  whether  ex- 
tracts relating  to  Irish  trade  taken  from 
the  Consular  Reports  referred  to  can, 
with  advantage,  be  collated  and  reprinted 
with  the  Reports  on  the  imports  and 
exports  of  Ireland  for  1905  which  will  be 
issued  by  the  Department  in  the  course 
of  this  year. 

The  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary. 
Mr.  REDDY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether,  in  view  of  the  retrench- 
ment taking  place  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  any  steps  will  be  taken  to  reduce 
the  police  in  Ireland ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  county  and  district  inspectors 
spend  the  principal  part  of  their  time  in 
sport  and  amusement  while  the  duties 
they  are  supposed  to  discharge  are  done 
by  a  head  constable  or  sergeant ;  will  ho 
say  if  the  police  stations  at  firackiin. 
Crinkle,  Killou^hy,  Kilmalogue,  and 
Clonfanlough,  King's  County,  can  be 
abolished,  as  these  stations  are  in  close 
proximity  to  others  and  in  a  district  free 
from  crime ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Bracklin  is  within  three  miles  of 
Tullamore,  where  there  is  a  staff  of 
twenty  poUce. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  The  question  of  reduc- 
tion in  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary, 
in  accordance  with  the  scheme  prepared 
in  1903  by  the  late  Government,  is  under 
consideration.  In  that  connection,  the 
cases  of  the  stations  named  in  the  Ques- 
tion will  receive  attention.  Seven  police 
stations  in  King's  County  were  abolished 
last  year.  The  present  force  at  Tulla- 
more station  consists  of  thirteen  police- 
men. I  have  no  reason  to  think  that 
county  or  district  inspectors,  or  any 
members  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary, 
permit  sport  or  amusement  to  interfere 
with  the  due  discharge  of  their  official 
duties. 
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Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Has  the 
scheme  for  the  reduction  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  initiated  by  the  late 
Government  been  dropped  t 

Mr.  BRYGE  :  It  has  been  suspended 
to  a  certain  extent. 

Newcastle  (CJonnty  Down)  Foreshore. 
Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  is  aware  that  at  the  time  of 
tho  grant  to  Earl  Annesley  of  a  lease 
of  -the  foreshore  at  Newcastle,  county 
Down,  an  undertaking  was  given  by  the 
Department  that  the  Town  Commissioners 
would  be  consulted  before  Earl  Annesley 
would  be  allowed  to  remove  sand  or 
gravel ;  and  whether  the  Commissioners 
were  consulted  with  regard  to  the  permis- 
sion recently  given. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  I  am  aware  that  the 
undertaking  referred  to  was  given,  and  it 
has  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
been  earned  out.  The  undertaking  was 
given  on  May  13th  of  last  year,  and  soon 
after  the  Board  of  Trade  informed  the 
Town  Commissioners  that  Lord  Annesley 
had  applied  for  permission  to  remove  sand 
and  shingle  from  the  foreshore  recently 
leased  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  town  commissioners  objected  to  the 
removal  of  sand  and  shingle  from  any 
portion  of  the  foreshore  within  the  limits 
of  the  township.  They  pointed  out, 
however,  that  the  northern  portion  of  the 
leased  foreshore  is  not  within  the  limits 
of  the  township,  and  in  regard  to  this 
portion  they  stated  they  did  not  desire 
to  make  any  representation  and  sand  and 
gravel  could  be  obtained  therefrom.  In 
accordance  with  this  suggestion  the  Board 
of  Trade  gave  Lord  Annesley  permission 
to  remove  sand  or  gravel  during  a  period 
of  twelve  months  from  the  shore  north  of 
the  township.  They  informed  the  Town 
Commissioners  of  their  action  and  received 
no  objection  from  them.  The  Board  in 
reply  to  a  recent  application  have  con- 
sented to  a  further  limited  quantity  being 
removed,  but  confined  to  the  same 
northern  area.  As  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners had  stated  on  the  previous  occa- 
sion that  they  did  not  desire  to  make 
any  representation  as  to  the  removal  of 
materials  from  the  northern  part  of  the 
leased  foreshore,  the  Board  did  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  communicate  any 
further  with  them. 


Mr.  MACVEAGH  gave  notice  of  a 
further  Question  for  Monday. 

Harbour  Qrants  for  Scotland- 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  a  Committee  was  appointed 
in  1899  to  consider  applications  for  mone- 
tary grants  in  aid  of  harbours,  will  he  state 
the  conditions  under  which  grants  are 
made,  the  number  of  applications  received 
for  grants  in  aid  of  harbours  in  Scotland, 
the  number  of  cases  in  which  grants  have 
been  made,  and  the  amount  of  the  re- 
spective grants. 

Mr.  KEARLEY :  The  conditions  laid 
down  by  the  Treasury  for  the  guidance 
of  the  Committee  in  considering  applica- 
tions for  such  grants  are  as  follows :  — 

(1)  That  the  Local  Authority  should 
undertake  and  should  be  in  a  position  to 
ensure  the  permanent  maintenance  of 
the  harbour  towards  the  establishment  of 
which  the  assistance  of  the  State  is  asked. 

(2)  That  of  the  total  amount  required 
for  construction,  at  least  two-thirds  should 
be  provided  from  local  or  outside  sources, 
and  that  the  contribution  from  the  Ex- 
chequer should  in  no  case  exceed  the 
remaining  one-third.  (3)  That  the 
inquiiies  of  the  Committee  should  be 
limited  t&  the  case  of  harbours  serving 
or  likely  to  develop  a  large  fishing 
district  either  as  ports  of  departure  and 
landing  for  the  fleet,  or  as  providing 
refuge  on  parts  of  the  coast  whence  the 
nearest  existing  harbour  is  so  distant  as 
to  destroy  the  value  of  fishing  grounds 
which  produce  a  good  harvest  of  fish. 
Since  the  appointment  of  the  Committee 
in  June,  1899,  twenty  applications  have 
been  received  on  behalf  of  harbours  in 
Scotland,  and  grants  have  been  made  or 
promised  in  six  cases  as  follows  : — Port- 
nockie,  Xl,500 ;  Fraserburgh,  X15,000  ; 
Peterhead,  £28,000;  Macduff,  £2,000; 
Lerwick,  £4,500  ;  Wick,  £20,000. 

Killdjrsart  Postal  Serrice. 
Mr.  HALPIN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
is  aware  that  letters  coming  from  the 
commercial  centres  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  into  Ennis  for  Killdysart  by  the 
mid-day  mail  remain  there  till  the  next 
morning,  to  the  inconvenience  of  the 
merchants  and  farmers  of  Killdysart  and 
surrounding   district ;    and  whether    he 
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will  have  those  mid-day  mails  forwarded 

to  Killdysart 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  will 
make  inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  will 
(onmunicate  with  the  bon.  Member. 

Lisdrnmrea  Postal  Deliveries. 
Mr.  T.  SMYTH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  will  grant 
a  daily  delivery  of  letters  at  Lis- 
drumrea,  which  is  in  the  district  of 
Carrick-on-Shauiion ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  townland 
suffer  inconvenience  from  not  having  a 
daily  delivery,  and  that  the  rural  post- 
□aa  from  Drumsna  delivers  letters  daily 
within  half  a  mile  of  this  district,  he  will 
be  directed  to  make  the  delivery  from 
Dnimsna  to  Lisdrumrea  daily  instead  of 
having  the  letters  delivered  to  the  latter 
place  from  Kilnagross  as  at  present  three 
days  in  the  week. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  am 
making  inquiry  on  this  subject,  and  will 
communicate  the  result  to  the  hon. 
Member  in  due  course. 

Qnilty  Postal  Arrangements. 
Mr.  HALPIN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster4jeneral  whether,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  postal  system  to  Quilty,  a 
station  on  the  South  Clare  Kailway, 
having  a  large  fishing  and  kelp  industry, 
also  a  coastguard  and  a  police  station,  be 
▼ill  have  the  mails  delivered  there  by 
morning  and  mid-day  or  evening  trains, 
and  not  have  them  as  at  present  brought 
by  cyclists  in  the  morning  from  Miltown 
Malbay  to  Spanish  Point,  Quilty,  Mullagh, 
and  Clonadrum,  which  is  an  inconvenience 
to  the  industries  and  general  public. 

I  beg  further  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
Creneral  whether  be  will  establish  a  tele- 
graph station  at  Quilty,  on  the  west  coast 
of  Clare,  to  which  a  number  of  messages 
are  sent  in  connection  with  the  fish- 
drying  and  kelp  industries,  and  which 
would  be  a  near  station  to  Mullagh, 
Clonadrum,  Goore,  Ac,  where  the  inhabi- 
tants have  to  pay  heavy  charges  for 
telegrams  from  the  nearest  station,  viz. 
Miltown  Malbay. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  regret 
that  in  view  of  the  large  expense  already 
incurred  I  should  not  be  justified  in 
authorising    a    second  post    at    Quilty, 
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Mullagh  and  Clonadrum.  There  is 
alrea(^  a  second  post  to  Spanish  Point. 
The  (juestion  of  serving  the  Quilty 
district  by  train  and  of  establishing 
telegraph  business  at  the  Quilty  Post 
Office  IS  still  under  inquiry  and  I  will 
communicate  further  with  the  hon. 
Member. 

Irish  Land  Purchase— Stamp  Duty. 

Mr.  EDWARD  BARRY :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  upon  the  transfer  of  land 
purchased  under  the  Land  Acts  stamp 
duty  is  required  to  be  paid  not  only  on 
the  amount  of  purchase  money  paid  for 
the  tenants'  interest,  but  also  on  the  out- 
standing amount  registered  against  the 
land  by  the  Land  Commission ;  and  seeing 
that  upon  the  passage  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1903  the  then  Attorney-General  stated 
that  this  practice  would  not  be  continued 
under  the  new  Act,  whether  steps  will  be* 
taken  to  relieve  tenant  farmers  of  this 
double  charge  on  the  sale  and  transfer  of 
their  lands. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  Answer  which  I  gave 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Division 
of  Waterford  on  March  28th  last.t  I  have 
also  answered  two  unstarred  Questions  on 
the  subject.  I  can  find  no  trace  of  the 
promise  referred  to  in  the  last  part  of  the 
Question. 

Irish  Newspapers  at  the  British  Mnsenm. 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  every  issue  of  Irish  news- 
mpers  has  been  sent  for  years  past  to  the 
British  Museum,  whose  great  difficulty 
has  been  found  in  housing  them  ;  whether, 
in  view  of  the  circumstances  that  these 
newspafwrs  are  of  no  practical  value  for 
purposes  of  reference  or  record  in  England, 
and  of  no  interest  to  the  English  public, 
he  will  consider  the  question  of  intro- 
ducing legislation  to  transfer  the  old 
issues  of  the  Irish  newspapers  to  the 
National  Library  in  Dublin,  and  also  to 
alter  the  arrangement  with  regard  to 
future  issues  of  Irish  newspapers,  so  that 
they  may  be  sent  to  the  National  Library 
in  Dublin  instead  of  to  the  British  Museum 
in  London  ;  if  he  will  state  whether  any 
index  to  the  contents  of  Irish  newspapers 
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senb  to  the  British  Museum  is  made,  and, 
if  not,  in  what  way  are  they  made  avail- 
able for  purposes  of  reference ;  and  if  he 
can  state  the  yearly  average  numl)er  of 
the  occasions  on  which  reference  is  made 
to  them  under  present  conditions,  and  if 
any  record  is  kept  by  the  Museum  in  this 
particular. 

Mb.  McKENNA  :  Irish  newspapers 
are  regularly  suppUed  to  the  British 
Museum  under  the  Copyright  Act,  1842, 
and  arj  the  property  of  the  trustees. 
They  are  housed  in  the  repository  at 
Hendon,  with  the  English  Provincial  and 
Scottish  and  Welsh  newspapers.  I  am 
informed  that  there  is  ample  room  there 
for  future  additions.  The  collection  of 
Irish  newspapers  now  in  the  library  con- 
sists of  760  separate  newspapers,  bound 
in  7,680  volumes.  Thoy  are  catalogued 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  newspapers 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales. 
The  average  number  of  applications  made 
by  readers  for  Irish  newspapers  during 
the  last  five  years  amounts  to  300  each 
year,  or  about  six  newspapers  each 
week. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question, 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  it  would  require 
a  change  in  the  law  before  the  present 
practice  could  lie  altered.  He  would 
consider  the  desirability  of  altering  it. 

The  Lord-Lientenant  of  Ireland 
(Expenses). 
Mr.    WEIR:     I    beg    to    ask    the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  a  sum  of  X220  is  placed 
on    the    Civil    Service    Supplementary 
Estimates  under  Class  7,  for  repayment 
to    the    Civil    Contingencies    Fund,    in 
respect  of  special  steamers  and  trains  for 
conveyance  of  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
will  he  state  wheljher  any  of  this  expendi- 
ture was  incurred  when  the  late  Govern 
ment  was  in  o£Sce  ;  and,  if  so,  how  much. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Half  this  expendi- 
ture is  in  respect  of  the  State  Departure 
of  the  late  Lord-Lieutenant  and  half  in 
respect  of  the  State  entry  of  the  present 
Lord-Lientenant. 

Naval  Policy. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  the 
two-Power  standard  is  the  one  on  which 


the  new  naval  programme  for  two  yoors 
is  framed;  whether  it  means,  as  has 
hitherto  been  the  case,  a  margin  of  safety 
over  the  two  strongest  European  Powers 
in  the  number  of  efficient  battleships  and 
a  large  superiority  in  cruisers;  and 
whether  he  can  state  in  what  respect  does 
the  standard  under  which  the  new  naval 
programme  was  framed  differ  from  the  one 
considered  by  the  Sea  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  when  they  laid  down  the 
minimum  requirements  of  the  country  in 
the  memorandum  of  30th  November,  1905. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  H. 
Campbeix-Bannbrhan,  Stirling  Burghs): 
The  new  shipbuilding  programme  wis 
framed  after  careful  consideration  of  tbo 
programmes  of  the  various  foreign 
Powers,  and  the  recent  changes  made  in 
them;  no  new  standard  has  been  adopted, 
and  it  is  considered  equal  to  all  the 
requirements  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  asked  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  had  comniunicat.ed 
to  the  Admiralty  his  view  that  the 
standard  of  France  and  Germany  was  a 
preposterous  one  t 

Sir  U.  CAMPBELI^BANNERMAX  : 

I  think  they  are  quite  aware  of  my  views. 


CABS  AND  OMNIBUSES  (METKOPOLUS.) 
Report  from  the  Select    Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up, 
and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  295.] 


PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 
Second  Report,  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  296.] 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to— Bills  of 
Exchange  Act  (1882)  Amendment  Bill ; 
Isle  of  Man  (Customs)  Bill,  without 
Amendment ;  Fertilisers  and  Feeding 
Stuffs  Bill;  Open  Spaces  Bill;  Dogs 
Bill ;  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill. 
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FERTILISERS  AND    FEEDING   STUFFS 
KILL. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
335.] 


DOGS  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
336.] 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments   to  be  considered 
To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  338.] 


NEfFBJLL. 


SBA   FISHERIES   (SCOTLAND)   (APPLI- 
CATION OF  PENALTIES)  BILL. 

"To  provide  for  the  payment  to  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  of  the 
penalties  or  other  monies  recovered  in 
respect  of  illegal  sea  fishing  in  Scotland," 
presented  by  Mr.  Sinclair ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday,  October  23rd, 
sod  to  be  printed.     [Bill  337.] 


SUPPLY  [19th  Alloited  Dav]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 


[Mr. 
Chair.] 


(In  the  Committee.) 
Ehmott      (Oldham) 


CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
PARTMENTS  estimates,  1906-; 


the 


DE- 


Class  IL 
1.  Motion  made,and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £29,050,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1 907,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ex- 
penses of  the  Department  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  certain 
Expenses  connected  with  Emigration." 

•Thk  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.):    It  is 


my  duty  this  afternoon,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  to  lay  before  the  Committee 
the  outline  and  character  of  the  constitu- 
tional settlement  which  we  have  in  con- 
templation in  regard  to  the  lately  annexed 
colonies    in    South    Africa.    This    is,  I 
suppose,  upon  the  whole,  the  most  con- 
siderable business  with  which  this  new 
Parliament    has     had     to     deal.      But 
although  no  one  will  deny  its  importance, 
or   undervalue    the   keen  emotions  and 
anxieties  which  it  excites  on  both  sides  of 
the    House,   and   the    solemn    memories 
which  it  revives,  yet  I  am  persuaded  that 
there  is   no  reason  why  we  should   be 
hotly,  sharply,  or  bitterly  divided  on  the 
subjecv ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  its  verj' 
importance   makes  it  incumbent  on   all 
who  participate  in  the  discussion — and  I 
will  certainly  be  bound  by  my  own  pre- 
cepts— to  cultivate  and  observe  a  studious 
avoidance  of  anything  likely  to  excite  the 
ordinary  recriminations  and  rejoinders  of 
Party  politics  and  partisanship.    After  all, 
there  is  no  real  difference  of  principle 
between  the  two  great  historic  Parties  on 
this  question.   The  late  Government  have 
repeatedly  declared    that  it   was   their 
intention  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
— laying  great  stress  upon  that  phrase — 
to  extend  representative  and  responsible 
institutions   to   the   new  Colonies ;    and 
before  His  Majesty's  present  advisers  took 
office  the  only  question  in  dispute  was, 
When  )     On  the  debate  on  the  Address, 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham— whose  absence  ta-day  and  its  cause 
I  am   quite    sure  are  regretted  in  all 
parts  of  the  House  —  spoke  on  this  ques- 
tion with  his  customary  breadth  of  view 
and  courage  of  thought.     He  said — 

"The  reniionMbilitv  for  this  decision  lies 
with  the  Government  now  in  power.  Tliey 
have  more  knowledge  than  we  have ;  and  if 
they  consider  it  safe  to  give  this  large  grHnt, 
and  if  they  turn  out  to  l>e  richt  no  one  will  lie 
better  pleaxed  than  we.  I  do  not  think  that, 
although  iin|iortant,  this  change  should  l-e 
deHeribAd  as  a  change  in  colonial  pulley,  but 
as  continuity  ul  colonial  policy." 

If,  then,  we  are  agreed  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, I  do  not  think  that  serious  or  vital 
differences  can  arise  upon  the  method. 
Because,  after  all,  no  one  can  contend  that 
it  is  right  to  extend  responsible  govern- 
ment, but  not  to  extend  it  fairly.  No 
one  can  contend  that  it  is  right  to  grant 
the  forms  of  free  institutions  and  yet  to 
preserve  by  some  device  the  means  of 
control.  An<l  so  I  should  hope  that  we 
may  proceed  in  this  debate  without  any 
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acute  divergences  l>ecoming  revealed. 
I  am  in  a  position  to-day  only  to  announce 
the  decision  to  which  the  Government 
have  come  with  respect  to  the  Transvaal. 
The  case  of  the  Transvaal  is  urgent,  for 
it  is  the  nerve-centre  of  South  Africa.  It 
is  the  arena  in  which  all  questions  of 
South  African  politics — social,  moral, 
racial,  and  economic — are  fought  out ;  and 
this  new  country,  so  lately  reclaimed  from 
the  wilderness,  with  a  white  population 
of  less  than  300,000  souls,  already  re- 
produces in  perfect  miniature  all  those 
dark,  tangled,  and  conflicting  problems 
usually  to  be  found  in  populous  and 
old-established  European  States.  The 
case  of  the  Transvaal  differs  funda- 
mentally from  the  case  of  the  Orange 
River  Colony.  The  latter  has  been 
in  the  past,  and  will  be  again  in  the 
future,  a  tranquil  agricultural  State, 
pursuing  under  a  wise  and  tolerant 
Government  a  happy  destiny  of  its  own. 
All  I  have  to  say  about  the  Orange 
River  Colony  this  iSternoon  is  this — that 
there  will  be  no  unnecessary  delay  in  the 
granting  to  the  Orange  River  Colony  of 
a  Constitution  ;  and  that  in  the  granting 
of  that  Constitution  we  shall  be  animated 
only  by  a  desire  to  secure  a  fair  represen 
tation  of  all  classes  of  inhabitants  in  the 
country,  and  to  give  effective  expression 
to  the  will  of  the  majority. 

When  we  came  into  oflSce,  we  found  a 
Constitution  already  prepared  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover-square.  That  Constitution  is 
no  more.  I  hope  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man will  not  suspect  me  of  any  mal- 
evolence towards  his  offspring.  I  would 
have  nourished  and  fostered  it  with 
a  tender  care ;  but  life  was  already 
extinct.  It  had  ceased  to  breathe  even 
before  it  was  born ;  but  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  console  himself  by 
remembering  that  there  are  many  possi- 
bilities of  constitutional  settlements  lying 
before  him  in  the  future.  After  all,  the 
Abbfe  Sieyes,  when  the  Constitution  of 
1791  was  broken  into  pieces,  was  very 
little  younger  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  be  had  time  to 
make  and  survive  two  new  Constitu- 
tions. Frankly,  what  I  may,  for 
brevity's  sake,  call  the  Lyttelton  Constitu- 
tion was  utterly  unworkable.  It  sur- 
rendered the  machinery  of  power ;  it 
preserved  the  whole  burden  of  responsi- 
bility and  administration.    Nine  ofiBoial 

Mr.  Churchill. 


gentlemen,  without  Parliamentary  ex- 
perience, and  I  daresay  without  Par- 
liamentary aptitudes,  without  the  support 
of  that  nominated  majority,  which  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  had 
always  contemplated  in  any  scheme  of 
representative  government,  and  without 
the  support  of  an  organised  part}',  were 
to  be  placed  in  a  chamber  of  thirty-five 
elected  members  who  possessed  the  power 
of  the  purse.  The  Boers  would  either 
have  abstained  altogether  from  participat- 
ing in  that  Constitution,  or  they  would 
have  gone  in  only  for  the  purpose  of 
wrecking  it.  The  British  party  was  split 
into  two  sections,  and  one  section,  the 
Responsibles,  made  public  declarations  of 
their  intentions  to  bring  about  a  constitu- 
tional deadlock  by  obstruction  and  refua- 
ingsupplies,  and  all  the  other  apparatus 
of  Parliamentary  discontent.  In  fact  the 
Constitution  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  bound  inevitably  to  conjure  up 
that  nightmare  of  all  modem  politicians, 
government  resting  on  consent,  and  con- 
sent not  forthcoming.  As  I  told  the 
House  in  May,  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment thought  it  their  duty  to  review  the 
whole  question.  We  thought  it  our  duty 
and  our  right  to  start  fair,  free,  and 
untrammelled,  and  we  have  treated  the 
Lyttelton  Constitution  as  if  it  had  never 
been.  One  guiding  principle  has  ani- 
mated His  Majesty's  Government  in  their 
policy — to  make  no  difference  in  this 
grant  of  responsible  government  between 
Boer  and  Briton  in  South  Africa.  We 
propose  to  extend  to  both  races  the  fullest 
privileges  and  rights  of  British  citizen- 
ship ;  and  we  intend  to  make  no  dis- 
crimination in  the  grant  of  that  great 
boon  between  the  men  who  have  fought 
most  loyally  for  us  and  those  who  have 
resisted  the  British  arms  with  the  most 
desperate  courage.  By  the  Treaty  of 
Vereeniging,  in  which  the  peace  between 
the  Dutch  and  British  races  was  declared 
for  ever,  by  Article  1  of  that  treaty  the 
flower  of  the  Boer  nation  and  its  most 
renowned  leaders  recognised  the  lawful 
authority  of  His  Majesty,  King  Edward 
VII.,  and  henceforth,  from  that  moment, 
British  supremacy  in  South  Africa  stood 
on  the  sure  foundations  of  military 
honour  and  warlike  achievement,  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  transference  of 
one  or  two  seats,  this  way  or  that  way, 
in  a  local  Parliament.  This  decision  in 
favour  of  even-handed  dealing  arises  from 
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no  ingratitude  on  our  part  towards  those 
who  Dave  nobly  sustained  the  British 
cause  in  years  gone  by.  It  involves  no 
injustice  to  the  British  population  of  the 
Transvaal.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
statement  I  am  about  to  make,  we  have 
been  careful  at  every  point  of  this  con- 
Btitntional  settlement  to  secure  for  the 
British  every  advantage  that  they  may 
justly  claim.  But  the  future  of  South 
Africa,  and,  I  will  add,  its  permanent 
inclusion  in  the  British  Empire,  demand 
that  the  King  should  be  equally  Sovereign 
of  both  races,  and  that  both  races  should 
learn  to  look  upon  this  country  as  their 
friend. 

Now,  Sir,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session 
the  Prime  Minister  announced  that  he 
had  decided  to  send  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry  to  South  Africa.  That  Com- 
mittee has  now  returned.  I  would  pay 
some  tribute  to  the  work  it  has  accom- 
plished. From  every  side,  from  the  Boer 
leaders,  from  the  Progressive  Association, 
testimony  has  come  to  the  tact,  patience, 
and  courte^  and  fair  dealing  wluch  have 
been  exhibited  by  the  members  of  that 
Committee.  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit 
on  behalf  of  the  Colonipl  Office  that  the 
Committee  brought  us  back  new  informa- 
tion on  points  on  which  we  shonld  have 
been  properly  informed.  But  the  Com- 
mittee has  brought  us  back  most 
valuable  inteUigence  as  to  the  position 
of  the  different  South  African  parties, 
and  of  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
various  constitutional  solutions  which 
have  been  proposed.  The  Report  of 
the  Committee  has  only  this  day 
been  laid  before  us,  signed  and  com- 
plete, but  we  have  had  before  us  from 
time  to  time  while  the  Committee  was  at 
work  in  South  Africa,  and  since  it  re- 
turned, very  full  and  detailed  informa- 
tion of  all  their  doings  and  all  their 
opinions,  and  we  are  consequently  enabled 
to  make  a  statement  of  poUcy  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  publication  of  their  Report 
which  has  not  yet  been  in  its  final  form 
o(xuiidered  from  that  point  of  view  by  the 
Cabinet.  When  I  last  spoke  in  this 
House  on  tiie  question  of  the  South 
African  constitution,  I  took  occasion  to 
affirm  the  excellence  of  the  general 
princij^,  oaa  vote  one  value.  I  pointed 
oat  that  it  was  a  logical  and  unimpeach- 
able piinci|^  to  act  upon ;  that  the 
pnly  safe  rule  for  doing  justice  between 


man  and  man  was  to  assume — a  large 
assumption  in  some  oases — ^that  all  mem 
are  equal  and  that  all  discriminations 
between  them  are  unhealthy  and  un- 
democratic. The  principle  of  one  vote 
one  value  can  be  applied  and  realised  in 
this  country,  either  upon  the  basis 
of  population,  or  upon  the  basis  of 
voters.  It  makes  no  difference  which 
is  selected ;  for  there  is  no  part  of  this 
country  which  is  more  married,  or  more 
prolific  than  another,  and  exactly  the 
same  distribution,  and  exactly  the  same 
number  of  Members  would  result 
whether  the  voters  or  the  population 
basis  were  taken  in  a  Redistribution 
Bill.  But  in  South  Africa  the  disparity 
of  conditions  between  the  new  popida- 
tion  and  the  old  makes  a  very  great 
difference  between  the  urban  and  the 
rural  populations,  and  it  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  if  it  be  desired  to  preserve  the 
principle  of  one  vote  one  value,  it  is  the 
voter's  basis  and  not  the  population 
basis  that  must  be  taken  m  the 
Transvaal — ^and  that  is  the  basis  which 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  deter- 
mined to  adopt. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
had  proposed  to  establish  a  franchise 
qualification  of  £100  annual  value. 
That  is  not  nearly  such  a  high  pro- 
perty qualification  as  it  would  be 
in  this  country.  I  do  not  quarrel 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
constitution  on  the  ground  that  his 
franchise  was  not  perfectly  fair,  or  not  a 
perfectly  bona  fide  and  generous  measure 
of  representation.  But  it  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  a  property  qualification  of 
£100  annual  value  told  more  severely 
against  the  Boers  than  against  the 
British,  because  living  in  the  towns 
is  so  expensive  that  almost  every- 
body who  Uves  in  the  towns,  and  who 
is  not  utterly  destitute,  has  a  property 
qualification  of  £100  annual  value.  But 
in  the  country  districts  there  are  numbers 
of  men,  very  poor  but  perfectly  respectable 
and  worthy  citizens — day  Ubourers, 
farmers'  sons,  and  others — who  would 
not  have  that  quaUfication,  and  who 
consequently  would  have  been  excluded 
by  the  property  qualification,  low  as 
it  is  having  regard  to  the  conditionii 
in    South    Africa.      Quite    apart    from 


Digitized  by 


v^joogle 


735      Civil  Services  and  Revenue       {COMMONS}       Depts.Eaima,tes,\9(i^-1.       736 


South  African  questions  and  afiairs, 
His  Majesty's  Government  profess  a 
atrong  preference  for  the  principle  of 
manhood  suffrage  as  against  any  property 
qualification,  and  we  have  therefore 
determined  that  manhood  sufirage  shall 
be  the  basis  on  which  votes  are  dis- 
tributed. It  is  quite  true  that  in  the 
prolonged  negotiations  and  discussions 
which  have  taken  place  upon  this  ques- 
tion, manhood  suffrage  has  been  de- 
manded by  one  party  and  the  voters' 
basis  by  the  other,  and  there  has  been  a 
tacit,  though  quite  informal  agreement 
that  the  one  principle  should  balance 
the  other.  But  that  is  not  the  position 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  regard 
to  either  of  these  propositions.  We 
defend  both  on  their  merits.  We  defend 
one  vote  one  value  and  we  defend 
manhood  suffrage  strictly  on  their 
merits  as  just  and  eqiiitable  principles 
between  man  and  man  throughout  the 
Transvaal.  We  have  therefore  decided 
that  all  adult  males  of  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  who  have  resided  in  the 
Transvaal  for  six  months,  who  do  not 
belong  to  either  the  officers  or  the 
soldiers  of  the  British  garrison — because 
that  is  a  provision,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  recognises,  which  was  mani- 
festly necessary  if  injustice  is  to  be 
avoided — should  be  permitted  to  vote 
under  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  for  the 
election  of  Members  of  Parliament. 

Now  there  is  one  subject  to  which  I 
must  refer  incidentally.  The  question 
of  female  suffrage  has  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  various  Members  of  the 
Government  on  various  occasions  and 
in  various  ways.  We  have  very  care- 
fully considered  that  matter,  and  we 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  not  be  right  for  us  to  subject  a 
young  colony,  unable  to  speak  for 
itself,  to  the  hazards  of  an  experiment 
which  we  have  not  had  the  gallantry  to 
undergo  ourselves;  and  we  shall  leave 
that  quesion  to  the  new  legislature  to 
determine. 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of  electoral 
divisions.  There  are  two  alternatives 
before  us  on  this  branch  of  the  subject — 
equal  electoral  areas  or  the  old  magisterial 
districts.  When  I  say  "old,"  I  mean  old 
in  the  sense  that  they  are  existing 
magisterial   districts.    There   are   argu- 

Mr.  Churchill, 


ments  for  both  these  courses.  Equal 
electoral  areas  have  the  advantage  of 
being  symmetrical  and  are  capable  of 
more  strict  and  mathematical  distri- 
bution. But  the  Boers  have  expressed 
a  very  strong  desire  to  have  the  old 
magisterial  districts  preserved.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  Of  course  they  dc]  I  think 
it  is  rather  a  sentimental  view  on  their 
part,  because  upon  the  whole  I  think 
the  wastage  of  Boer  votes  will,  owing  to 
excessive  plurality  in  certain  divisions, 
be  slightly  greater  in  the  old  magisterial 
districts  than  in  the  electoral  areas. 
But  the  Boers  have  been  very  anxions 
that  the  old  areas  of  their  fomer  constitu- 
tion of  their  local  life  should  be  inter- 
fered with  as  little  as  possible,  and  that 
is  a  matter  of  serious  concern  to  His 
Majesty's  (Jovernment.  Further,  there  is 
this  great  advantage,  which  I  am  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  though  he  may 
not  recognise  the  value  of  the  other 
arsument,  wiU  not  deny,  that  there  is  a 
great  saving  of  precious  time  and  expense 
in  avoiding  the  extra  work  of  new  de- 
limitation which  would  be  neces  ary 
if  the  country  were  to  be  cut  up  .nto 
equal  mathematical  electoral  areas.  ^Tbe 
decision  to  adopt  the  old  magisterial 
areas,  which  divides  the  Transvaal  into 
sixteen  electoral  divisions,  of  which 
the  Witwatersrand  is  only  one,  involves 
another  question.  How  are  you  to 
sub-divide  these  magisterial  districts  for 
the  purpose  of  allocating  Members  ? 
Some  will  have  two,  some  three,  8<ime  a 
number  of  Members,  and  on  what  system 
will  you  allocate  the  Members  to 
these  divisions  ?  We  have  considered 
the  question  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation. It  is  the  only  perfect 
way  in  which  minorities  of  every 
shade  and  view  and  interest  can  receive 
efiective  representation.  And  Lord  Elgin 
was  careful  to  instruct  the  Committee  as 
a  special  point  to  inquire  into  the  possi- 
bility of  adopting  the  system  of  propor- 
tional representation.  The  Committee 
examined  many  witnesses,  and  went  most 
thoroughly  into  this  question.  They, 
however,  advise  us  that  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  support  for  such  a  proposal  in 
the  Transvaal,  and  that  its  adoption — 
I  will  not  say  its  in^)osition — would  be 
unpopular  and  incomprehensible  through- 
out the  country.  If  a  scientific  o* 
proportional  representation    cannot    be 
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adopted,  then  I  say  tmheaitatingly 
that  the  next  best  way  of  piotecting 
minorities  is  to  go  straight  for  single 
Member  seats.  Some  of  us  have  ex- 
perience of  double-barrelled  seats  — 
ft  not  very  pleasant  experience — in  this 
country ;  tliere  used  to  be  several 
three  •  barrelled  seats.  But  I  am  con- 
vinced that  if  either  of  those  two  systems 
had  been  applied  to  the  electoral  divisions 
of  the  Transvaal,  it  would  only  have 
led  to  the  swamping  of  one  or  two  local 
minorities  with  which  single  Member 
divimons  would  have  returned  just 
that  very  class  of  moderate,  independent 
Datch  or  British  Members  whom  we 
particularly  desire  to  see  represented 
in  the  new  Assembly.  Therefore, 
with  the  desire  of  not  extinguishing 
these  local  minorities.  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  decided  that  single 
Member  constituencies,  or  man  against 
man,  shall  be  the  rule  in  the  Transvaal. 
But  I  should  add  that  the  sub-division 
of  these  electoral  districts  into  their 
respective  constituencies  will  not  proceed 
upon  hard  mathematical  lines,  but 
that  they  will  be  grouped  together  in 
accordance  with  the  existing  field  comet- 
cies  of  which  they  are  composed,  as  that 
will  involve  as  little  change  as  possible 
in  the  ideas  of  the  rural  population, 
and  in  the  existing  boundaries. 

The  Committee  will  realise  that  this  is 
a  question  with  an  elusive  climax.  It  is 
like  going  up  a  mountain.  Each  succes- 
sive peak  appears  in  turn  the  summit, 
and  yet  there  is  always  another 
pinnacle  beyond.  We  have  now 
settled  that  the  Members  are  to  bo 
allotted  to  single  Member  constituencies 
based  on  the  old  magisterial  districts 
according  to  the  adult  male  residents 
there.  But  how  are  we  to  apply  that 
principle  1  How  are  we  to  find  out  how 
many  adult  males  there  are  in  each  of 
the  districts  of  the  country  and  so  to  find 
the  quota  of  electors  or  proper  number  of 
.Members  for  each  division  1  The  pro- 
verbial three  alternatives  present  them- 
selves. We  might  take  the  Lyttelton 
voters'  list.  We  might  take  a  new  voters' 
list,  or  we  might  take  the  census  of 
1904.  Now,  how  are  we  to  choose 
between  these  alternatives  ?  We  have 
been  much  urged  by  some  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Progressive  Party  to  adopt  the 
Lytle  ton  voter j'  list.    We  are  told  that 


it  is  comparatively  recent ;  that  it  was 
framed  on  official  author  ty ;  and 
that  it  would  be  easy  to  add  to  it  the 
extra  voters  under  the  extended  suf- 
frage. It  is  calculated  that  thirty-s'x 
Members  would  be  accorded  on  that  list 
to  the  Rand,  against  thirty-four  from 
the  rest  of  the  country,  or  an  absolute 
majority  from  the  Rand  against  a  1  other 
interests  and  districts  in  the  country. 
Whether  that  would  be  a  deslrab  e  con- 
clusion to  our  labours  I  do  not  say; 
but  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  the  Lyttel- 
ton voters'  list  lies  under  grave  suspicion. 
1  do  not  make  any  charge  against  my  right 
hon.  friend  in  this  respect.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  he  would  not  lend  himself 
to  any  electoral  fraud,  however  pious ; 
but  it  is  undoubtedly  a  fact  that 
one  of  the  political  parties  in  the 
Transvaal  has  made  strenuous  exertions 
to  have  as  many  electors  as  possible 
put  on  the  electoral  list,  and  that 
these  exertions  have  received  such  a 
very  singular  measure  of  8ucc«ss  that 
there  are  3,000  more  voters  with  a 
property  qualification  on  the  electoral 
list  than  there  were  adult  males 
in  the  same  area  in  1904.  In  reply  to 
that  curious  observation  we  are  told  that 
the  population  has  increased  since  1904. 
We  are  further  told  that  although  during 
the  last  eight  months  there  has  been  a 
shrinking,  a  diminution  of  the  popula- 
tion, yet  that  in  the  preceding  period 
between  the  census  and  the  accession  of 
the  Liberal  Government  to  power  the 
increase  was  so  large  that  it  exceeded 
the  decrease  which  has  since  taken 
place.  Well,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
Committee,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  Cabinet  as  a  whole,  having  carefully 
examined  this  matter,  cannot  feel  con- 
vinced in  regard  to  this  increase. 
I  believe  that  there  had  been  some 
small  net  increase  but  not  sufficient  to 
justify  the  figures  of  the  Lyttelton  voters' 
list.  Certainly  it  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  remove  the  suspicion  with  which 
that  voters'  list  is  regarded.  It  would 
be  t&tal  to  our  whole  policy  in  South 
Africa  if  we  were  to  weaken  our  grant 
of  self-government  by  founding  it  on 
a  system  open  to  grave  suspicion.  The 
Boers  have  urged  that  if  this  list  is 
adopted  it  should  be  carefully  scrutinised. 
The  "Responsible  "  section  of  the  Britis'i 
Party    holds    the    same    opinion.    The 
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Committee  have  told  us  that  they  have  not 
been  able  to  resist  the  fairness  of  such 
a  request.  Lord  Selborne,  although  not 
admitting  any  irregularity,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  it  is  indispensable  that 
if  that  list  is  to  be  employed  as 
the  all-important  basis  for  the  allocation 
of  seats,  it  should  be  scrutinised  and 
revised.  And  if  it  is  to  be  revised,  and  if 
there  are  to  be  added  to  it  supplementary 
voters,  Lord  Selborne  has  pointed  out 
to  us  that  it  might  take  just  as  long  a 
time  as  to  make  a  new  voters'  list,  which 
would  occupy  seven  months.  So  that 
with  the  necessary  interval  for  the 
arrangements  for  election,  ten  months 
would  elapse  before  the  Transvaal  would 
be  able  to  possess  responsible  institu- 
tions. I  think  we  shall  have  the  assent 
of  all  South  African  parties  in  our 
desire  to  avoid  that  delay.  I  am  sorry 
that  so  much  delay  has  already  taken 
place,  but  it  was  necessary.  The  responsi- 
bilities we  have  incurred  in  this  matter 
are  very  great.  We  are  quite  prepared  to 
bear  them.  We  do  not  seek  to  shelter  our- 
selves behind  the  Committee,  or  behind 
South  African  parties,  or  behind  the 
High  Commissioner.  The  responsibility 
rests  with  the  Cabinet  and  it  was 
necessary  that  the  Cabinet  should 
secure  complete  information.  But  to 
keep  a  country  seething  on  the 
verge  of  an  exciting  general  election 
is  very  prejudicial  to  trade.  It  increases 
agitation  and  impedes  the  healthy 
process  of  development.  We  are  there- 
fore bound  to  terminate  the  uncertainty 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment ;  and  we 
have  therefore  determined  to  adopt  the 
census  of  1904. 

Let  me  ask  the  Committee  now  to 
examine  the  sixteen  magisterial  districts. 
I  think  it  is  nocessary  to  do  so  before 
allocating  the  Members  amongst  them. 
In  all  the  discussions  in  South  Africa 
these  have  been  divided  into  three 
areas — the  Witwatersrand,  Pretoria,  and 
the  "Rest  of  the  Transvaal."  Pretoria 
is  the  metropolis  of  the  Transvaal. 
It  has  a  very  independent  public 
opinion  of  its  own ;  it  is  strongly 
British,  and  it  is  rapidly  increasing. 
It  is  believed  that  Pretoria  will 
return  three,  four,  or  five  Members 
of  the  Responsible  Party,  which  is  the 


pendent  of  and  detached  from  the  Pro 
gressive  Association.  The  "Rest  of  the 
Transvaal "  consists  of  the  old  constitu- 
encies who  sent  Boer  Members  to  the  old 
Legislature.  There  will,  however,  be 
one  or  two  seats  which  may  be  won  by 
Progressive  or  Responsible  British  candi- 
dates, but  in  general  the  rest  of  the 
country  will  return  a  compact  body  of 
Members  of  Het  Volk.  Having  said 
that  I  now  come  to  the  Rand.  We 
must  consider  the  Rand  without  anv 
bias  or  prejudice  whatever.  The  Rand 
is  not  a  town  or  city,  but  a  mining 
district  covering  1,600  square  miles, 
and  whose  population  of  adult  males 
practically  balances  the  whole  of  the 
rest  of  the  ooimtry.  The  Rand  popula- 
tion is  not  as  some  people  imagine 
a  foreign  population.  The  great  majority 
of  it  is  British,  and  a  very  large 
portion  of  it  consists  of  as  good^bonest, 
hard-working  men  as  are  to  be  found  in 
any  constituency  in  this  country.  But 
there  are  also  on  the  Rand  a  considerable 
proportion  of  Dutch.  Ktugersdorp  Rural 
is  Dutch  and  has  always  been  excluded 
from  the  Rand  in  the  discussions  that 
have  taken  place  in  South  Africa  and 
included  in  the  "Rest  of  the  Transvaal." 
But  in  addition  to  that  there  are  the 
towns  of  Fordsburgh,  which  is  half- 
Dutch,  Elsbury,  which  has  a  con- 
siderable Dutch  population,  and  another 
suburb  which  also  has  a  Dutch  population; 
and  it  is  beUeved  that  the  e  will  afford 
seats  for  Members  of  the  Responsible 
British  Party  with  the  support  of  Het 
Volk.  I  must  say  further  that  the  Briidsh 
community  upon  the  Rand  is  divided 
into  four  main  political  parties.  There 
is  the  Transvaal  Progressive  Association, 
a  great  and  powerful  association  which 
arises  out  of  the  mining  interest. 
There  is  the  Responsible  Government 
Association ;  there  is  the  Transvaal 
Political  Association — a  moderate  body 
standing  between  the  Responsibles  and 
the  Progressives — and  there  are  the 
labour  associations,  which  are  numerous. 
There  are  three  main  labour  associa- 
tions, or  really  four — the  Independent 
Labour  Party,  the  Transvaal  Labour 
League,  the  Trade  and  Labour  Council 
of  the  Witwatersrand,  and  the  Trade 
and  Labour  Council  of  Pretoria.    The 


moderate   British   party,   and    is   inde- 1  first  two  of  these,  I  understand,  are  now 
Mr.  Churchill. 
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guided  by  the  Committee,  with  whom 
they  were  on  friendly  terms,  were  willing 
to  agree  to  a  distribution  which  allotted 
one  more  seat  to  meet  this  increase  of  the 
population  in  the  Witwatersrand  area, 
and  the  proposal  then  became  33,  6,  and 
30,  or,  including  Krugersdorp  Rural,  34, 
0,  29.  The  Responsible  Party  agreed  to 
that.  The  Progressives  hesitated.  The 
great  majority  of  them  certainly  wished 
to  come  in  and  come  to  a  general  agree- 
ment on  those  terms.  Certain  leaders, 
however,  stood  out  for  one  or  two  or 
three  seats  more,  and,  although  Lord 
Selborne  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
arrangement  proposed,  namely,  33,  6,  30, 
excluding  Krugersdorp  Rural,  was  a 
perfectly  fair  one  to  the  British  vote  in  the 
Transvaal,  those  leaders  still  remained 
unconvinced  and  obdurate,  and  all  hopes 
of  a  definite  agreement  fell  through.  The 
Committee  returned  to  this  country, 
bringing  with  them  the  recommendation 
that  the  (Jovernment  on  their  own  re- 
sponsibility should  fix  the  allocation  of 
seats  at  that  very  point  where  the  agree- 
ment of  one  Party  was  still  preserved  and 
where  the  agreement  of  the  other  was  so 
very  nearly  won.  And  that  is  what  we 
have  decided  to  do.  We  have  decided  to 
allocate  thirty-four  seats,  including 
Krugersdorp  Rural,  to  the  Rand,  six  to 
Pretoria,  and  twenty-nine  to  the  rest  of 
the  country.  Lord  Selborne  wishes  it  to 
be  known  that  he  concurs  in  this  arrange- 
ment.   He  has  this  day  telegraphed  : — 

"  The  dUtribution  of  seats  represents  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  distribntion  which  wonld 
result  on  the  basis  of  voters  in  equal  electoral 
difltrict><  from  the  formation  of  a  new  voters' 
roll  based  on  adult  male  British  snbject 
franchise,  and,  this  being  so,  the  adoption  of 
tlieiie  terms  should  save  iteveral  months'  delay, 
and  the  advent  of  Helf-govemment  should  be 
antedated  by  several  months." 


amalgamating  to  form  a  more  con- 
Bolidated  and  powerful  independent 
labour  party.  Why  do  I  bring  these 
facts  before  the  Committee  ?  I  do  it 
because  I  feel  it  necessary  to  establish 
these  solid  and  concrete  facts  in  order 
to  show  how  impossible  it  is  to  try  to 
dismiss  the  problems  of  this  complicated 
community  with  a  gesture  or  to  solve 
their  difficulties  with  a  phrase,  and 
how  unfair  it  would  be  to  deprive  such  a 
community,  in  which  there  are  at  work 
all  these  counterchecks  and  rival  forces 
that  we  see  here  in  our  own  political 
life,  of  its  proper  share  of  representation 
in  the  country.  Applying  the  adult 
male  list  in  the  census  of  1904  to  the 
three  areas  I  have  spoken  of,  I  should 
allot  thirty-two  members  to  the  Rand, 
six  to  Pretoria,  and  thirty  to  the  rest 
of  the  country;  or,  if  you  include 
Krugersdorp  Rural  in  the  Rand,  it 
would  lead  thirty-three  to  the  Rand, 
six  to  Pretoria,  and  twenty-nine  to  the 
rest  of  the  country.  Arrived  at  that 
point,  the  Committee  in  South  Africa 
had  good  hopes,  not  merely  of  arriving  at 
a  just  settlement,  but  of  arriving  at  an 
agreement  between  all  the  parties.  I 
am  not  going  to  a£9ict  the  House  with 
a  chronicle  of  the  negotiations  which 
took  place.  They  were  fruitless.  A 
great  deal  of  what  took  place  was 
•ithout  prejudice,  and  mnchof  what  was 
said  and  of  what  was  written  may  be 
said  to  be  privileged.  Although  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Com- 
mittee have  no  apprehen°ion  whatever 
in  regard  to  anything  that  may  be 
published,  we  a  ill  not  ourselves  be  the 
origin  and  source  from  which  disclosures 
of  the  negotiations  and  the  abortive 
discussions  are  made,  unless  we  are 
provoked  thereto  by  partial  publication. 
It  is  enough  to  say  that  there  were  good 
hopes  that  if  the  Progressive  complaint, 
dut  the  adoption  of  the  census  of 
1904  did  not  allow  for  the  increase  in 
the  population  that  has  taken  place  since 
the  census  naa  taken,  could  be  met,  a 
general  agreement  could  be  reached. 
The  Boers,  whose  belief  that  we  were 
going  to  treat  them  fairly  and  justly  has 
been  a  pleasant  feature  in  the  whole  of 
these  negotiations,  and  will,  believe  me, 
he  an  inestimable  factor  of  value  in  the 
future  history  of  South  Africa — the  Boers 
with  reluctance  and  under  pressure,  but 


An  HON.   MEMBER: 
agreement  there. 


There  is  no 


*Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  should  say 
Lord  Selborne  has  telegraphed  saying  he 
agrees  that  this  is  a  fair  and  just  settle- 
ment. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square) :    As  to  this  point  ? 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL :  As  to  the  number 
of  seats  distributed  between  the  different 
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areas,  which  is  the  vital  point  of  the 
whole  discussion.  Now  I  am  '  quite 
ready  to  admit  that  ever/  Constitution 
ought  to  rest  either  upon  symmetry 
or  upon  acceptance.  Our  Constitution 
does  not  rest  upon  either  symmetry  or 
acceptance  but  it  is  very  near  symmetry 
and  very  near  acceptance,  and  in  so  far 
as  it  has  departed  from  symmetry  it 
has  moved  towards  acceptance,  and  is 
furthermore  sustained  throughout  by  fair 
dealing,  for  I  am  honestly  convinced 
that  the  addition  of  an  extra  member 
to  the  Witwatersrand  areas  which  has 
been  made  is  justified  by  the  increase 
of  the  population  which  has  taken  place 
since  the  census. 

On  such  a  basis  as  this  the  Transvaal 
Assembly  will  be  created.  It  will  consist 
of  sixty-nine  Members,  who  will  re- 
ceive for  their  services  adequate  pay- 
ment. I  believe  it  will  be  £200  and 
so  much  for  every  day's  attendance; 
but  I  must  not  be  understood  to  speak 
with  any  authority  on  that  point.  They 
will  be  elected  for  five  years.  The 
Speaker  will  vacate  his  seat  after  being 
elected.  The  reason  for  that  provision 
18  that^the  majority  in  this  Parliament 
as  in  the  Cape  Parliament,  with  which 
the  Government  is  carried  on,  is  Ukely 
to  be  very  small,  and  it  would  be  a  gieat 
hardship  if  the  party  in  power  were  to 
deprive  itself  of  one  of  the  two  or  three 
votes  which,  when  parties  are  evenly 
balanced,  are  necessary  for  carrying  on 
the  Qovemment.  It  would  be  a  great 
disaster  if  we  had  in  the  Transvaal  a 
succession  of  weak  Ministries  going  out 
upon  a  single  vote,  one  way  or  the  other. 
And  it  is  found  that  when  parties  have 
a  very  small  majority  and  are  forced  to 
part  with  one  of  their  Members  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  the  chair,  they  do  not 
always  select  the  Member  who  is  best 
suited  to  that  high  ofiice,  but  the 
Member  who  can  best  be  spared. 

Now  let  me  come  to  the  question  of 
language.  Under  the  Constitution  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for 
St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly  would  have  been 
permitted  to  speak  Dutch  if  they  asked 
permission  and  obtained  permission  from 
the  Speaker.  We  are  not  able  to  lend 
ourselves  to  that  condition.  We  are  of 
opinion  that  such  a  discrimination  would 
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be  invidious.    The  recognition  of  theii 
language  is  precious  to  a  small  people.    I 
think  it  was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Croydon  who,  at  Question 
time  the  other  day,  invited  me  to  work 
myself  into  a  passion  because  in  some 
part  or  other  of  the  Cape  Colony  there 
were  some  Dutch  people  who  wished  to 
have   Dutch   teachers   to  teach   Dutch 
children  Dutch.    We  should  regret  in- 
tolerant action  of  any  kind ;   and  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  do 
so,  in  theory  at  least.    But  on  this  side 
of  the  House  we  have  not  so  poor  an 
opinion  of  the  English  language,  with  its 
priceless  Uterary  treasures  and  its  world* 
wide  business  connections,   as    not    to 
believe  that  it  can  safely  be  exposed  to 
the  open  competition  of  a  dialect  like 
the  tad.    We  believe  that  the  only  sure 
way  to  preserve  in  the  years  that  are  to 
come  such  a  language  as  the  Uud  would  be 
to  make  it  a  proscribed  language,  <vhich 
would  be  spoken  by  the  people    with 
deliberation  and  with  malice  as  a  protest 
against  what  they  regarded,  and  would 
rightly  regard,  as  an  act  of  intolerance. 
Therefore    we    have  'decided  tc  follow 
the     Cape     pnvilice     and    allow      the 
members    of  tbe  Transvaal  Parliament 
to     address     that    Assembly     indiffer- 
ently   in   Dutch    or    EngUsh.    I   shall 
be   asked   what   will   be  the  result  of 
the  arrangement  that  we  have  made.    I 
decline  to  speculate  or  prophesy  on  that 
point.    It  would  be  indecent  and  im- 
proper.   I  cannot  even  tell  in  this  country 
at  the  next  election  how  large  the  Liberal 
majority   will    be.    Still    less    would   I 
recommend    hon.    Gentlemen    here    to 
forerast     the    results     of     contests     in 
which    they    will    not     be    candidates. 
I     cannot     tell     how    the    British    in 
the  Transvaal  will  vote.    There  are  a 
great  many  new  questions,  social  end 
economic,  which  are  beginning  to  apply 
a  salutary  counter-irritant  to  old  racial 
sores.    The    division  between   the   two 
races,    thank    God,    is    not     quite    so 
clear  cut  as  it  used  to  be.     But  this  I 
know — that   as   there    are    undoubtedly 
more  British  voters  in  the  Transvaal  than 
there  are  Dutch,  and  as  these  British 
voters  have  not  at  any  point  been  treated 
unfairly,  it  will  be  easily  within  their 
power  to  obtain  a  British  majority  if 
they  decide  or  desire  to  obtain  it.    I  am 
one  of  those  who  share  the  hope  that  the 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


745     CivU  Services  and  Revenue      {31  July  1906}      Depts.  EstinuUes,]906-1.      746 


Government  that  will  be  called  into  life 
by  these  elections  will  be  a  coalition 
GoTemment  with  some  moderate  leader 
acceptable  to  both  Parties,  and  a  (Jov- 
emment  which  embiacea  in  its  Party 
Members  of  both  races.  Such  a  solution 
wonld  be  a  godsend  to  South  Africa. 
Bnt  whatever  may  be  the  outcome,  His 
Majesty's  (Jovemment  are  confident  that 
the  Ministers  who  may  be  summoned, 
from  whatever  Party  they  may  be  drawn, 
to  whatever  race  they  may  belong, 
will  in  no  circumstances  fail  in  their  duty 
to  the  Crown.  I  should  like  to  say  also 
that  this  Parliament  will  be  of  a  high 
representative  authority,  and  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  whoever  may  be  caUed  upon 
to  represent  Colonial  business  in  this 
House  to  stand  between  that  Parliament 
and  all  unjustifiable  interference  from 
whatever  quarters  of  the  House  it  may 
come. 

There  are  several  subordinate  but  im- 
portant matters  which  require  the  close 
atteniion  of  the  Committee.  First  of 
all  there  ia  the  position  of  the  Inter- 
colonial CouncU.  That  council  consists 
of  twenty-six  members,  of  whom  sixteen 
are  officials  and  ten — six  from  the  Trans- 
vaal and  four  from  the  Orange  River 
Colony — are  unofficial,  and  members  of 
the  Legislative  Councils  of  these  two 
Colonies.  This  body  deals  with  the 
railwajrs  in  the  two  Colonies,  is  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  of  the  guaran- 
teed loan  and  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  that  loan,  and  it  also  administers  the 
eoostabidary.  We  value  the  Intercolonial 
Council  because  we  see  in  it  the  nucleus  of 
that  federation  which  may  some  day  settle 
many  South  African  questions,  place 
native  issues  beyond  the  range  of  l(x;al 
panics,  and  secure  a  steadier  and  more 
generous  administration.  But  we  feel 
that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  our 
views  of  responsible  government  to  tie 
tiie  hands  of  the  local  Assemblies  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Intercolonial  Council ;  and 
we  have  therefore  inserted  a  clause  in  the 
Jjctters  Patent  which  enables  either  colony 
to  recede  from  and  consequently  deter- 
mine the  Intercolonial  Council  on  giving, 
I  think,  one  year's  notice. 

I  now  approach  the  question  of  the 
Second  Chamber.  That  is  not  a 
very  attractive  subject.  We  on  this 
tide    of    the    House    are     not    parti- 


cularly enamoured  of  Second  Chamb-irs, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  our  love  for 
these  institutions  will  grow  nwe-.ter  ns 
the  years  pass  by.  But  we  have  to  be 
gove-ned  by  colonial  practice  ;  and  the'*' 
is  no  colony  in  the  Empire  that  has 
not  a  Second  Chamber.  The  gea'er 
number  of  these  Second  Chambers  are 
nominated  ;  and  I  think  that  the  quality 
of  nominated  Second  Chambers,  and  iheir 
use  in  practice,  have  not  been  found  fa)  be 
inferior  to  tho-^e  of  the  elective  bodies. 
His  Majesty's  Government  desire  to 
secure,  if  they  can,  some  special  pro  c- 
tion  for  native  interests  which  is  not 
likely  to  be  afiorded  by  any  elnjloral 
arrangement,  I  am  sorry  to  say ;  and  we 
are  encouraged  in  t'aat  respe  t  by  what 
took  place  in  the  Second  Chamber  of  Natal. 
The  poll  tax  as  sent  up  by  the  Lower 
House  was  imposed  solely  upon  natives, 
and  the  Second  Chamber,  taking  a 
broader  view  of  the  question,  removed 
at  any  rate  the  invidious  character  of  the 
tax,  by  extending  it  to  all  males  in 
Natal.  We  are  unable  to  countenance 
the  creation  in  a  permanent  form  of  a 
nominated  Second  Chamber.  But  for 
the  first  Parliament  only,  in  view  of  the 
position  of  native  affairs,  in  view  of  the 
disadvantage  of  complicating  the  elec- 
tions, to  which  all  classes  in  the  Transvaal 
have  been  so  long  looking  &>rward,  and 
most  particularly  because  of  the  extra 
delays  that  would  be  involved  in  the 
crjation  of  an  elective  body,  the  Cabinet 
have  resolved  for  this  Parliament  only 
and  as  a  purely  provisional  arrangement, 
to  institute  a  nominated  Legislative 
Council  of  fifteen  Members.  They  will 
be  nominated  by  the  Crown,  that  is  to 
say  at  homo,  and  vacancies,  if  any,  by 
death  or  resignation,  will  be  filled  by  the 
High  Commissioner,  on  the  advice  of  the 
responsible  Minister.  But  during  the 
course  of  the  first  Parliament  in  the 
Transvaal  arrangements  will  be  com- 
pleted for  the  establishment  of  an 
elective  Second  Chamber,  and  if  necessary 
further  Letters  Patent  will  be  issued  to 
constitute  it. 

Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  the 
natives.  Under  the  Treaty  of  Vereen- 
iging  we  undertook  that  no  franchise 
should  be  extended  to  natives  before  the 
grant  of  self-government.  I  am  not 
going  to  plunge  into  the  argument  as  to 
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what  "  native  "  means  or  as  to  its  legal 
or  technical  character,  because  in  regard 
to  such  a  treaty,  upon  which  we  are 
relying  for  such  grave  issues,  we  must  be 
bound  by  the  interpretation  which  the 
other  Party  places  upon  it ;  and  it  is  un- 
doubted that  the  Boers  would  regard  it 
as  a  breach  of  that  treaty  if  the  franchise 
were  io  the  first  instance  extended  to 
any  persons  who  are  not  white  men 
as  opposed  to  coloured  people.  We 
may  regret  that  decision.  We  may  regret 
that  there  is  no  willingness  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  River  Colony  to  make 
arrangements  which  have  been  found 
not  altogether  harmful  in  Cape  Colony. 
But  we  are  bound  by  this  treaty.  Mean- 
while we  make  certain  reservations.  Any 
legislation  which  imposes  disabilities  on 
natives  which  are  not  imposed  on 
Europeans  will  be  reserved  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  the  Governor  will  not 
give  his  assent  before  receiving  the 
Secretary  of  State's  decision.  Legislation 
that  will  effect  the  ahenation  of  native 
lands  will  also  be  reserved.  It  is 
customary  to  make  some  provision 
in  money  for  native  interests,  such  as 
education,  by  reserving  a  certain  sum 
for  administration  by  the  High  Com- 
missioner or  some  other  poUtioal  or 
Imperial  official.  I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  state  what  form  that  provision 
will  take ;  but  the  Government  arc 
fully  aUve  to  their  responsibilities  in  that 
matter.  We  propose  to  reserve  Swazi- 
land to  the  direct  administration  of  the 
High  Commissioner.  Everyone  who  is 
acquainted  with  South  African  affairs 
knows  that  Swaziland  is  in  a  condition 
of  unrest ;  and  that  very  vexatious 
difficulties  have  arisen  from  the  abomin- 
able and  foolish  concessions  that  were 
granted  on  all  sides  by  the  late  King 
tJmbandine.  A  Commission  has  sat  to 
try  to  regularise  these  concessions  and  to 
limit  or  define  the  evils  lying  behind 
them.  I  would  recommend  hon.  Members 
to  read  the  White  Paper  published 
last  week  giving  an  accoimt  of  Lord 
Selbome's  tours  in  Bechuanaland,  for 
it  is  in  pleasing  contrast  with  a  good 
deal  of  the  hterature  we  have  been  forced 
to  read  in  connection  with  South  Africa. 
That  Paper  shows  the  keen  and  lively 
interest  which  Lord  Selbome  takes 
in  this  aspect  of  his  onerous  duties,  and 
proves  that  the  Secretary  of  Sta*e  has 
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acted  wisely  in  authorising  him  to  deal 
persorally  with  the  difficulties  whidh 
have  arisen  in  Swaziland,  with  the 
limiting  provision  that  no  settlement  he 
may  make  is  to  be  less  advan- 
tageous to  the  natives  than  the  ezist- 
ing  arrangement. 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of 
Chinese  labour.  I  have  been  asked  a 
great  many  questions  about  the  Wit- 
watersrand  Native  Labour  Associa- 
tion. That  association  was  a  voluntary 
imion  of  all  the  employers  of  native 
labour  on  the  Rand,  and  it  enjoyed 
practically  a  monopoly  of  recruiting. 
Lately  there  have  been  complaints  from 
certain  mines.  They  wished  to  break 
away  from  this  association  and  to  recruit 
independently.  The  Government  have 
no  intention  or  desire  to  reinstitute  what 
is  called  free  recruiting.  The  evils  of 
that  system  to  the  natives  and  the  abuses 
which  follow  in  its  train  are  patent  to  as 
all.  But  we  think  that  between  free 
recruiting  and  a  monopoly  of  recruiting 
there  ought  to  be  a  middle  course,  and 
room  for  several  respectable  and  reputable 
recruiting  bodies.  We  have  received 
requests  from  the  Robinson  group  of 
mines  that  they  should  be  allowed  equal 
facilities  with  the  Witwatersrand  Native 
Labour  Association.  Lord  Selbome  has 
satisfied  hioaself  of  the  respectability  of 
the  agents  whom  it  is  proposed  to  employ. 
My  ni^t  hon.  friend  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary has  approached  the  Portuguese 
Government,  who  have  met  us  with  great 
courtesy  and  with  more  than  diplomatic 
celerity,  and  the  Govemor-G^eral  of 
Mozambique  has  been  instructed  to 
extend  to  this  recruiting  body  the  same 
facilities  as  were  enjoyed  by  the  "Wit- 
watersrand Native  Labour  Association. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  arrangement 
ftill  have  the  effect  of  increasing,  <vithoat 
abuses,  the  supply  of  native  labour,  and 
in  the  expectation  of  such  an  increase  the 
Robinson  group  of  mines  have  notified 
US  that  they  wUl  forth  fldth  surrender  the 
3,000  outstanding  licences  for  Chinese 
which  they  hold,  so  that  I  think  we  shall 
be  able  to  say,  with  the  heavy  wastage 
going  on  and  which  will  be  increased  by  the 
vigorous  repatriation  of  bad  characters, 
that  the  cooUe  population  on  the  Rand 
will  not  have  been  greatly  increased 
during  the  difficult  transition  period 
in  which  we  shall  have  beenj^responsible 
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only  a  qualified  success,  but  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  where  more  elaborate 
methods  have  been  tried,  good  le  u  ts  have 
been  obta  ned ;  and  quite  apart  from  the 
economic  results,  a  new  and  valuabe 
element  of  population  has  been  introduced 
nto  the  country  which  tend  to  m  t  gate 
the  asperity  of  racial  distinctions  by  creat- 
ing a  class  of  British  farmers  whose  in- 
terests are  similar  to  and  as&ociated  with 
those  of  their  Boer  fellow-subjects.  The 
settltra  have  expressed  anxiety  in 
regard  to  the  constitutional  arrangement 
we  aie  making.  We  do  not  shaie  that 
anxiety,  but  we  are  anxious  to  lemove 
it.  It  would  be  a  great  pity  if,  through 
the  discouragement  of  the  settlers,  results 
which  have  been  obtained  at  great  cost 
were  to  be  wasted  and  swept  away.  Now 
we  should  desire  to  interpose  an  adminis- 
trative screen  between  the  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  to 
the  settlers  that  sympathetic  administra* 
tion  which  is  an  integral  and  essential 
portion  of  the  original  conditions  under 
which  they  received  their  land  and 
undertook  their  holding.  We  believe 
that  machinery  can  most  easily  be  pro- 
vided by  the  creation  of  a  Land  Board 
under  the  High  Commisioner  to  ad- 
minister the  funds  allocated  to  the  purpose 
of  land  settlement.  What  are  those 
funds  t  There  were  £3,000,000  allotted  out 
of  the  guaranteed  loan.  Of  this  sum 
£2,500,000  have  been  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  land  or  employed  for  the 
time  being  in  loans  to  settlers.  The  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  have  expressed 
the  opinion,  and  it  is  an  important 
ruling,  that  in  proportion  as  those  sums 
of  money  are  repaid  by  the  settlers 
they  must  be  devoted  to  further  pur- 
poses of  land  settlement  to  which  they 
were  ear-marked,  or  else  they  must  go 
in  diminution  of  the  total  debt  charge 
of  £35,000,000,  of  which  this  country  is 
the  guarantor.  That  is  a  very  im- 
portant fact  which  will  be  appreciated 
in  South  Africa ;  but  we  should  not  think 
it  right  to  erect  the  machinery  of  such 
a  Land  Board  without  receiving  satis- 
factory assurances  that  its  creation  was 
agreeable  to  all  parties  in  the  two 
colonies.  But  if  general  consent  be 
obtained,  I  am  confident  that  real 
benefits  will  be  secured  to  South  Africa 
if,  instead  of  these  simis  of  money  as 
they  are  repaid  going  to  the  amortization 


fortbe  administration  of  the  Oidinanoe.  It 
vill  be  poesible  with  the  increase,  if  any, 
of  native  labour,  to  employ  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  white  men  in  association  wth 
Kaffir  labour,  we  cannot  say  how  large  a 
proportion — ^whether  20,  30,  or  40  per 
cent, ;  but  an  experiment  is  going  to  be 
tiied  on  one  of  the  Robinson  mines  to 
see  how  high  a  proportion  of  white  labour 
can  be  profitably  employed  in  association 
with  Kaffir  labour.  The  Gk)vemment 
will  watch  that  experiment  with  in- 
tereit  and  sympathy,  and  the  House  will 
realize  that  it  wil  be  an  honest  and  bona 
fit  experiment  when  I  say  that  the  man 
to  whom  it  is  to  be  entrusted  is  Mr. 
CieswelL 

Now  I  return  to  the  general  drift 
of  my  argument.  On  November  30, 
1906,  the  arrangement  for  recruiting 
Chinese  in  China  will  cease  and  deter- 
mine, and  our  consuls  will  withdraw 
the  powers  they  have  delegated,  and  I 
earnestly  trust  that  no  British  Go  vermnent 
w  11  ever  renew  them.  A  clause  in  the 
Const  tution  will  provide,  in  accordance 
w  th  the  pledge  given  by  the  Chancel  or 
of  the  Exchequer,  for  the  abrogation  of 
the  existing  Chinese  Labour  Ordinance 
after  a  reasonable  interval.  I  am  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  say  what  will  be  a 
reasonable  interval,  but  t  me  mu^t  be 
given  to  the  new  sts^embly  to  take  stock 
of  the  positt5n  and  to  consider  the  labour 
question  as  a  whole.  I  said  just  now 
there  would  be  a  clause  with  regard  to 
differential  legislation  as  between  white 
persons  and  other,  and  to  this  clause 
wl'  be  added  the  words — 

"  No  law  will  be  anented  to  which  lanctions 
any  condition  of  service  or  residence  of  a  servile 
ehanuster." 

We  have  been  invited  to  use  the  word 
"  slavery  "  or  the  words  "  semblance  of 
slavery,"  but  such  expressions  would  be 
needlessly  wounding,  and  the  words  we 
have  chosen  are  much  more  efiective, 
because  much  more  precise  and  much 
more  restrained,  and  they  point  an 
accurate  foreinger^at  the  very  evil  we 
desire  to  prevent. 

I  have  still  a  threefold  project  to 
expain  to  the  House.  Attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  case  of  the  settlers 
under  the  land  settlement  schemes  in  the 
Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony.  In 
the  Transvaal  land  settlement  has  been 
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of  tho  debt,  they  remain  devoted  to  South 
African  purposes,  and  continue  to  add 
year  by  year  to  the  population  and 
development  of  the  rural  districts. 

I  come  to  the  second  point.  It 
has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
my  noble  friend  that  there  are  a 
certain  number  of  hard  cases  which 
have  arisen  out  of  the  settlement  of 
war  losses  and  compensation  claims. 
His  Majesty's  Government  admit  no 
liability  in  the  matter.  The  injuries 
of  war  are  irreparable  and  incommen- 
surable, and  it  is  idle  to  suggest  that 
afterwards  we  can  go  round  and  liquidate 
them  by  money  payments.  This 
country  has  already  provided,  quite 
apart  from  the  guaranteed  loan, 
£9,600,000  for  various  purposes  of 
enabling  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
River  Colony  to  regain  their  condition 
of  economic  prosperity,  and  we  are  not 
prepared  to  ask  the  House  of  Commons 
to  vote  any  more.  Anything  like  a 
general  reopening  of  these  oompenaa- 
lion  claims  would  be  disastrous  to 
South  Africa  and  would  be  viewed  with 
consternation  by  all  those  responsible  for 
Its  government.  Nevertheless,  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  there  are  certain 
special  cases  where  persona  have  suffered, 
or  suppose  themselves  to  have  suSered, 
injustice  through  the  perfectly  honest 
working  of  the  rules  which  guided  the 
Central  Judicial  Commission,  and  that 
the  decisions  of  that  Commission  have 
involved  certain  persons  in  acute 
physical  want  and  suffering.  We 
should  earnestly  desire  that  these  cases 
should  receive  the  further  consideration 
of  the  Colonial  Governments. 

Now  I  reach  the  third  point.  The 
House  will  remember  that  when  the 
right  hon.  (Jentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  was  in  South  Africa 
he  obtained  a  promise  from  certain 
influential  gentlemen  in  Johannesburg 
to  pay  a  sum  of  £30,000,000,  and  that 
this  would  be  a  debt  charge  on  the 
Transvaal,  with  a  smaller  sum  of 
£5,000,000  on  the  Orange  River  Colony, 
and  that  this  should  go  in  diminution 
of  the  war  debt  created  in  this  country. 
Such  a  promise  had,  of  course,  no  regular 
authority.  These  gentlemen  had  no 
representative  right  to  speak  for  the 
population   of  the  Transvaal.     But  it 
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is    an   undoubted    fact  that   it  was   in 
consideration   of   this  promise,   and    in 
virtue  of-  this  undertaking,  this  House 
was    persuaded     to     give     the    British 
guarantee  to  the  £35,000,000  guaranteed 
loan,  and  as  a  result  of  that  guarantee 
the   Transvaal   and   the    Orange    River 
Colony  bu4gets  have  been  benefited  to 
the  extent  of  at  least  £350,000  a  year. 
There  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  not 
a    legal    obligation,    but    something    in 
the  nature  of  a   moral  or   honourable 
obligation,     upon     these     colonies     in 
respect  of  this  contribution.    I  should 
like   also   to   point  out   that  while  the 
British  Government  do  not  waive,   for- 
mally,  their   claim   to   payment   under 
these    heads,    the  borrowing  powers  of 
both  Colonies  will  be  sensibly  impaired, 
if  not,  indeed,  entirely  suspended.     We 
do  not  desire  to  deal  in  a  grasping  spirit 
with  the  yoimgeit  colonies  in  the  British 
Empire.    Suggestions   have   reached    us 
from  various  quarters,  Boer  and  British, 
that  a  release  from  this  obligation  would 
be   gratefully   welcomed   by   all   parties 
in  South  Africa.     We  have  been  asked 
whether     the     guarantors — those      who 
promised     to     underwrite     the      first 
£10,000,000  at  4  per  cent.— would   not 
transfer    their    obligations    to    a    loan 
necessarily  much  smaller,  to  be  expended, 
not  in  relieving  the  British  taxpayer  or 
in  reducing  the  National  Debt,  but  on 
certain  South  African  objects  which  are 
agreeable  both  to  the  British  and  Boer 
populations,  and  in  which  His  Majesty's 
present  advisers  take  a  keen  and  lively 
interest.     I  am  not  prepared  to  make, 
on     behalf     of    the     Government     or 
on  behalf    of    the    ChanceUor    of    the 
Exchequer,    any    ofier    or    promise    of 
a    definite    or    final  character,    but  we 
are     convinced     that     there     are     in 
these    proposals    the    elements    of    an 
arrangement  that  would  withdraw  some 
of    the    embarrassing    and    perplexing 
questions  from   South  African    politics, 
and  effect  their  settlement  in  a  manner 
agreeable  to  all  parties  concerned.     We 
propose,     therefore,    to    instruct    Lord 
Selborne    to    ascertain    by    immediate 
inquiry  what  the  views  of  South  African 
statesmen    upon    the    outlines    of   the 
arrangement  which  I  have  proposed  are 
likely  to  be. 

I  have  now  finished  laying  before  the 
House  the  constitutional  settlement,  and  I 
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should  Uke  to  say  that  our  proposals  are 
interdependent.  They  must  be  considered 
as  a  whole ;  they  must  be  accepted  or 
rejected  as  a  whole.  I  say  this  is  no  spirit 
of  disrespect  to  the  Committee,  because 
evidently  it  is  a  matter  which  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  should  decide  on  its 
own  responsibility,  and  if  the  policy  which 
we  declare  were  changed  new  instruments 
would  have  to  be  found  to  carry  out 
another  plan.  We  are  prepared  to  make 
this  settlement  in  the  name  of  the  Liberal 
Party.  That  is  sufficient  authority  for 
us ;  but  there  is  a  higher  authority  which 
we  should  earnestly  desire  to  obtain.  I 
make  no  appeal,  but  I  address  myself 
particularly  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  sit  oppoute,  who  are  long  versed  in 
public  affairs,  and  not  able  to  escape  all 
their  lives  from  a  heavy  South  African 
lesponflibility.  They  ere  the  accepted 
goides  of  a  Party  which,  though  in  a 
minority  in  this  House,  nevertheless  em 
bodies  nearly  half  the  nation.  I  will  ask 
them  seriously  whether  they  will  not 
pause  before  they  commit  thenuselves  to 
violent  or  rash  denunciations  of  this  great 
arrangement.  I  will  ask  them,  further, 
whether  they  will  not  consider  if  they 
cannot  join  with  us  to  invest  the  grant  of 
a  free  Constitution  to  the  Transvaal  with 
something  of  a  national  sanction.  With 
all  our  majority  we  can  only  make  it  the 
gift  of  a  Party ;  they  can  make  it  the  gift 
of  England.  And  if  that  were  so,  I  am 
quite  sure  that  all  those  inestimable 
blessings  which  we  confidently  hope  will 
flow  from  this  decision  will  be  gained 
more  surely  and  much  more  speedily ;  and 
the  first  real  step  taken  to  withdraw 
South  African  affairs  from  the  arena  of 
British  Party  politics,  in  which  they  have 
inflicted  injury  on  both  pc^tical  parties 
and  in  which  they  have  suffered  grievous 
injury  themselves.  I  ask  that  that  may  be 
considered ;  but  in  any  case  we  are  pre- 
pared to  go  forward  alone,  and  Letters 
Patent  will  be  issued  in  strict  conformity 
irith  the  settlement  I  have  explained  this 
afternoon  if  we  should  continue  to  enjoy 
the  support  of  a  Parliamentary  majority. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  have  always 
endeavoured  to  approach  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question,  both  in  what  I  have 
spoken  and  in  all  I  have  written,  in  the 
spirit  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  displayed 
at  the  close  of  his   elaborate  and  able 


speech.  But  or  the  cons  deration  of  a 
subject  of  this  magnitude  some  further 
preparation  than  the  statement  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  should,  I  think,  in  fair- 
ness have  been  granted.  Is  it  right, 
without  a  single  pubhshed  Paper,  that  the 
discussion  of  this  important  subject 
should  be  relegated  to  one  day  in  tho 
dog  days  of  July,  when  the  (Jovernment 
themselves,  through  the  Prime  Minister, 
have  admitted  a  few  months  ago  that 
they  themselves  were  wofuUy  lacking  full 
information  upon  it,  and  had  appointed 
a  Commission  to  supply  that  information, 
This  information  has  been  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Government,  and  I  think  it 
would  have  been  fairer,  as  well  as  more 
dignified,  if  the  Government  had  placed 
in  the  bands  of  their  critics  the  material 
which,  at  the  public  cost  and  in  the  public 
interest,  has  been  supplied  to  them. 
It  would  be  easy  to  make  some  Party 
capital  out  of  thejcircumstance  that  the 
Government  have  omitted  the  Orange 
River  Colony  from  these  proposals. 
But  I  rejoice  that  the  Government 
have  done  so,  not  because  I  do 
not  wish  well  to  the  Orange  River 
Colony,  but  because  I  am  satisfied  that  in 
substance  the  Constitution  it  enjoys  is 
best  for  the  welfare,  prosperity,  and  happi- 
ness both  of  Britons  and  Dutch  in  that 
colony.  Here  is  a  colony  free  from  those 
influences  that  have  made  the  Transvaal 
many  times  the  despair  of  states- 
men. Here  is  a  business-like  Aroadia, 
with  no  mines  and  no  shareholders,  no 
opposition  between  town  and  country, 
a  pastoral  and  agricultural  colony  where 
Britons  gve  their  skill  and  science  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  the 
Dutch  give  their  long  experience  of  the 
country.  I  believe  that  already  much 
progress  has  been  made  in  smoothing 
away  the  ravages  of  the  war  in  that 
colony;  I  believe  that  both  races  are 
settling  down  ;  and  therefore  I  applaud 
the  Government  for  having  taken 
the  path  of  wisdom  and  left  that 
which  was  well  substantially  alone. 
The  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  constitution  proposed  by  the 
late  Government  for  the  Transvaal  was 
not  a  workable  one  was  probably  not 
serious  and  certainly  will  not  be  accepted 
by  serious  persons  when  it  is  remembered 
that  it  was  a  constitution  which  was 
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proinised    at    the    settlement    of    the 
treaty,   was    promised    over    and    over 
again  in  the  Housei  and   was  scarcely 
challenged.    There  ,»are    precedents    for 
it  in  every  self-governing  colony  in  the 
history  of  the  Empire,  and  it  has  been 
received  in  the  House  and  in  the  colony 
with  very  Uttle  dissent.    Nothing  has 
occurred  to  shake  the  opinion  that  in  the 
circumstances  it  is  a  useful  and  necessary 
stage  in  the  evolution   of  self-govern- 
ment in  the  Transvaal.    What  has  been 
the  strong  motive  for  the  establishment 
of  such  a  constitution  as  distinguished 
from    responsible     Glovernment  ?     The 
late   Government  knew  from  all  sides 
that     the      striking     feature     in    the 
Transvaal  during  the  last  two  or  throe 
years     was     that     both     races     had 
co-operated  in  the  honourable  task  of 
rebuilding    the    material    prosperity   of 
their  country,  and  in  doing  so  they  had 
drawn  towards    a  better  understanding 
and  feeling  with  one  another.    I  am  of 
opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  establish 
responsible    government   in    a    country 
unless   we   are   satisfied   that   the   two 
races  lately  at  war  and  nearly  equal  in 
numbers   are   so  far   advanced   in   the 
process  of  fusion  as  practically  to  render 
the   colony   safe    from    racial    cleavage 
that  might    lead  to  serious  disturbance 
and  friction.    The  reason  that  operated 
chiefly     on     the     mind     of    the    late 
Government    was  that   it  is  impossible 
to  start  such   a     Government  in     the 
Transvaal  at  the    present    time    with- 
out inevitably  separating    off    the    two 
races — just  when   they  have  begun  in 
some  measure  to  consolidate  and  fuse — 
in  the  bitterness  of  Party  contest,  and 
thereby   to    stereotype,   emphasise,  and 
embitter  with  passion  and  party  conflict 
racial  division.    Responsible  Government 
really  means  Party  Government  as  it 
exists  in  this  country.    No  one  can  say 
that     there     are     not      disadvantages 
attached  to  Party  Government  even  in 
this  country,  homogeneous,  long-settled, 
with  civil  war  far   distant  in  the  past, 
and,  I  think,  we  may  aay  without  vanity, 
with    a    population    trained    in    Party 
Government    above    all    other    nations. 
We    all    know    the   passionate    feeUngs 
that  arise  even  at  home  by  virtue  of  Party 
Government.    Ministries    stand    or    fall 
by  the  Vote  of  Parliament.    That  is  the 
system  which  you  intend  to  set  up  in 

Mr.  LyUeUon, 


South  Africa  when  Britons  and  Boers  are 
already  drawing  together,  and  when,  but 
for  this  proposal  which  I  cannot  but 
think  unhappy  and  inopportuns,  that 
process  might  continue,  and  much 
friction,  passion,  and  conflict  might  be 
avoided.  In  any  circumstances  this  is 
a  step  which  would  be  serious.  Has  His 
Majesty's  Government  given  that  con- 
sideration to  the  topic  which  should  have 
been  given  to  it  ?  Why,  Sir,  in  Natal 
self-government  was  not  conceded  for 
five  years  after  a  Select  Committee  had 
considered  it.  We  discussed  it  for  three 
years  before  it  was  granted  to  the  Cape 
Colony.  In  the  great  classic  instance  of 
Canada  Lord  Durham  recommended  the 
transition  to  be  made  deliberately  and 
his  recommendations  were  not  carried 
out  for  nearly  three  years  after  they 
were  made. 

The  present  Government  committed 
themselves  before  they  kne*  the  facts,  and 
they  have  been  compelled  in  haste  to  make 
good  the  promises  which  they  gave  with 
such  rash  precipitation.  If  this  be  so,  is 
it  possible  for  any  man  to  say  that  the 
Constitution  which  they  have  framed 
will  give  in  any  sense  a  security  for  the 
predominance  of  either  one  party  or  the 
other  ?  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  can 
possibly  say  what  the  result  of  the  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  made  will  in  point 
of  fact  be.  You  are,  therefore,  placed 
in  this  position,  that  a  form  of  govern- 
ment for  waich  there  is  no  urgent  reason 
whatever,  and  which  migbt  have  been 
postponed,  I  believe,  by  the  general  agree- 
ment of  all  for  some  considerable  time, 
has  been  cast  down  on  the  floor  of  this 
Ho'ise  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
though  the  authors  are  not  themselves 
aware  of  what  the  actual  results  will  be, 
tne  state  of  the  country  being  such  that 
it  is  most  important  that  those  results, 
before  such  a  step  was  taken,  should  be 
thoroughly  and  definitely  ascertained. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  *ere  two  courses 
open  to  the  Government  either  of  which 
might  have  been  taken.  If  you  had 
assured  the  predominance  of  British,  then, 
at  any  rate,  you  would  have  taken  a 
secure  step,  but  you  would,  of  course,  have 
been  confronted  with  the  arguments  of 
the  Boers,  whom  you  have  attempted 
apparently  to  treat  «ith  very  great 
cordiality,  and  that  would  have  been  a 
difficult  position  to  have  been  placed  in. 
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Tlie  other   coarse    open   was    under    s 
representative     system,     to    hold     the 
citadel  as  at  present  by  means  of  the 
British  Exeoatdve,  and,    under  a   demo- 
cntic  BofErage,    to   ascertain  for    your 
guidance  the  true  a  ill  of  the  country. 
If  that   opinion    when    expressed    was 
in   conflict    with     the     true     interests 
you  have   in   South  Africa,    then  you 
might  by  means  of  the  Executive  and 
by  means  of  the  power  of  the  Executive, 
have  withstood    any    serious  inroad  on 
British    supremacy    in   the    Transvaal. 
Either  of  these  two  courses  was  open  to 
roa,  but  you  have  chosen  neither.    You 
have  chosen  to  throw  away  the  advsn- 
ta|^  of  the  present  situation  which  is 
being  acquiesced  in  by  the  Boers,  and 
mider  which  they  are  working  with  good 
wi  1  in  many  directions.     Bonds  of  union 
are  be'ng  formed,    which    will   now   be 
roughly      and      rudely      disintegrated. 
What  is  the  general  situation  in  South 
Africa  on  which  this  experiment  is  to 
be  launched  ?    In   Cape   Colony   there 
is  almost  an  equilibrium  of  parties  and 
races,  bat  in  a  short  time  10,000  dis- 
franchised Boer  voters  will  resume  their 
place  on  the  register,  so  that  there  may 
be  a  Boer  majority  in  the  Cape.     In  the 
Orange  Colony  there  is  an  overwhelming 
Dutch  predominance.   In  Natal,  no  doubt, 
a  British  majority  prevails,  but  on  the 
flank  of  this  situation  there  is  a  formidable 
native  question,   and   there   is   another 
matter  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted 
from   consideration.     In    German    West 
Afrca  there  are  15,000  Regular  troops, 
With  seventy-three  guns  and  tranijport, 
and   a    considerable    number    of    Boer 
volunteers.     Recently  in  the  Reichstag 
a  proposal   was  made  by  the  German 
Government  to  bring  a  railway  from  the 
seat  of  war  into  Cape  Colony.    When  that 
proposal  was  rejected  the  German  Govern- 
ment offered    as    a    concession   to   the 
etonomists  to  withdraw  5,000  troops  if 
that  railway  were  built.     The  Party  of 
economy  and  peace  there  understood  and 
alleged  that  the  proposal  meant  that  they 
had  5,000  more   men   there  than   were 
D'-cessary  for  the  fighting  of  a  native  tribe 
in  South  Africa.      I   merely  make  that 
observation  because   I   think   it  is   im- 
portant to  remember  that,  if  there  was  a 
disturbance  in  Europe,  the  presence  of 
such  a  large   body  of   German   troops 
w  th  guns,  Boers,  and  natives  attached 
VOLCLXII.    [Fourth  SitRi«8.] 


to  their  columns  is    an  element    which 
could   not  be   lost   sight   of   when   con- 
sidering the  present  state  of  South  Africa. 
I  venture  to  say  that  do  experiments  ought 
to  be  made  in  South  Africa  the  resu'ts  of 
which  are  left  in  conjecture  and  which 
expose  us  to  hazards.    I  think  it  would 
be  almost  as  suitable  to  make  experi- 
ments in  shot  firing  in  a  fiery  mine,  when 
the  gas  is  hissing    rom  the  seams,  as  it 
would   be   to   make   an   experiment    n 
government   without    knowing  precisely 
what  the  consequence  would  be    n  the 
condition     of     things     which     obtains 
throughout  South    Africa.     We  on  this 
side  of  the  House  are  in  a  position    n 
which,   notwithstanding  any  arguments 
that  may  be  adduced,   we  are  entirely 
powerless    at    the    present    moment    to 
make  arguments,  or  anything  else,  have 
any  effect  upon  the  scheme  which  has 
been  propounded  by  the  Prime  Minister 
through  the  Under-Secretary.    We  have 
been  informed  that  Letter*  Patent  creat- 
ing   the    Constitution    will    be    shortly 
published,    and    that    they    will   bring 
about  a  great  change  in  South  Africa. 
I     entirely    agree    with     the     Under- 
Secretary  when  he  said  that  there  ia  no 
objection  in    principle  on  this  side  of 
the   House  to  responsible   government. 
The  whole  question  is  one  of  how,  when, 
and    where.     Is    it    opportune    now  ? 
What  reasons  have  been  given  for  self- 
government  now  ?    I  have  listened  care- 
fully    throughout    the     whole     of     his 
long  speech,  and  not  one  single  argument 
did    I    hear    from   the   Under-Secretary 
which  attempted  to  justify  the  launching 
of  BO  great  an  experiment  amid  all  this 
explosive  material.    It  is  not  right  to 
institute  responsible  government  merely 
in  order  to  shirk  our  own  responsibility. 
It    s  not  right  to  institute   responsible 
government    in    order    to    forsake    the 
obligations  of  duty  imposed  upon  this 
country.     If   hon.    Gentlemen   opposite 
really  believe  that  Chinese  labour  is  an 
iniquity  and  ought  to  be  at  once  termin- 
ate<l,  they  have  the  power  to  do  it.     But 
it  was  quite  rightly  said  that  this  is  a 
question  for  the  Transvaal  people  them- 
selves   to    de<!i(lo     and    you    have    the 
machiuorv   uniler   the   old   Constitution 
to    decide    it.     Then,   again,   there    are 
obligations  which   rest   on  the  Govern- 
ment   to    prevent    loss    to    the    Civil 
servants  of  the  Crown  who  have  been 
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taken  from  othei'  parts  and   positions 
and  placed  in  this  country,  and  whom 
they    now    propose     to     trust    to    a 
new  Government,  not  knowing  whether 
it  will  be  Dutch  or  of  British  extraction. 
Is    that    a    prudent    or    just    thing 
to  do  ?    I   venture  to  think  that  re- 
sponsible government  such  as  this,  given 
within  four  years  of  such  a  war  between 
two  races  who  were  antagonistic,  demands 
some  solid  justification.    I  believed,  and 
it  was  always  my  hope,  that  the  process 
of  the  fusion  of  the  two  races  which  has 
begim    would    eventually,   and    in   no 
very  long  time,   result  in   the  Colony 
becoming  a  fairly  solid  block  in  which  all 
Parties  would  have  very  much  at  heart 
the  interests  of  the  entire  commimity. 
In  that  position  responsible  government 
might  have  been  granted  to  the  Colony 
without  elaborate  checks  and  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  been  iadifierent  whether 
the  majority  would  be  Boer  or  British. 
Any    one   who  knows   anything   about 
•  South  Africa  must   view  the  result    of 
the    election    that    is    about    to    take 
place  in  the  Transvaal  with  profound  ap- 
prehension.   I  believe  myself  that  within 
so  short  a  time  from  the  war  and  with 
the  feeling  which  prevails  at  the  present 
time  it  is  not  desirable  to  give  to  either 
Party  such  an  absolute  majority  as  to 
tempt  them  to  advance  only  the  interests 
of    their    own    Party.      The     Under- 
Secretary    does     not     deny    that     he 
would    regret    the    placing    of     such 
power  and  such  a  position  in  the  hands 
of  a    Dutch    majority.     The    best   we 
can  hope  for,  therefore,  is  that  neither 
Party  will  be  in  such  strong  predomi- 
nance.   Let  me  say  then  if  I  may  speak 
on  behalf    of    the  Party  that  sits   on 
these  benches  we  take  no  responsibility 
whatever  for  the  arrangement  that  has 
been    come    to    by    the    (Government. 
The  responsibility  is  rightly  that  of  the 
Government,  because   they  have  taken 
neat  care  that  we  should  not  have  even 
the  materials  on  which  we  could  make  up 
our  minds  as  to  whether  we  should  take 
any  part  or  share  in  the  responsibility. 
They  have  appointed  this  Commission. 
The  Commission  sat,  I  suppose  by  in- 
structions, in  the  Cape  Colony  with  closed 
doors,  and  not  one  word  has  been  per- 
loitted  to  be  published  as  to  what  their 
Report   has  been   to  the    Government. 
Without  the  possession  of  maps,  statistics, 
Mr.  Lyttelton. 


etc.,  the  House  is  not  able  to  take  any 
part  in  the  discussion  of  the  wisdom  or 
otherwise  of  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    But    there     ere    one    or    two 
broad   suggestions    on   which   I    desire 
briefly  to  comment.    First  of  all  there  is 
the  question  of  manhood  sufErage.    The 
Under-Secretary    was    good    enough   to 
say  that  the  qualification  set  up  by  the 
late  Government  was  a  very  low  quaU- 
fication    and    that    it    was    absolutely 
hona  fide.    It  was  in  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Colony  lower  than  exists 
in  the  Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  and  there 
was  no  reason  for  upsetting   it.     Why 
should  they  without  any  precedent  in  the 
whole  history  of  the  Empire,  on  first 
granting   responsible    government    give 
universal  suffrage?    That  is  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  practice  of  every  other  portion 
of  South  A&ica.    Before  the  (rovcrnmcnt 
did  that  they  ought  to  have  consulted 
Natal    and    the    Cape    Colony    on    the 
matter.    This  is  a  question  which  must 
affect   vitally   the   future  federation   of 
South  Africa.    One  would  have  thought 
that  before  giving  in  hot  haste  manhood 
suffrage    in   the    Transvaal — a   suffrage 
differing  from  that  of  Natal,  the  Cape 
Colony  and   all  the  other  Colonies   in 
Africa,    the    Government    would    have 
consulted    these    Colonies    in    view    of 
future    federation.    The    very    peculiar 
position   of  the   Boers  had   been    very 
carefully   considered   by  the  late   Gov- 
ernment   in    the     formation    of    their 
scheme  of  electoral  qualifications.    The 
Constitution  given  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment   showed    not    only    fairness    but 
generosity  to  the  Boers ;   by  retaining, 
independently  of  any  other  qualifications, 
all  of  them  who  had  been  formerly  on 
the  electoral  list.     But  the  plan  of  the 
Grovernment  has  complicated  the  settle- 
ment   of    federation    and    the  difEcult 
problem   of   the  native   vote   by   this 
uqnecessary  and  ill-considered  extension. 
In  the  next  place  the  Government  have 
elected  to  go  back  to  the  census  of  1904. 
and  have  rejected  altogether  the  voters' 
list  which  was  completed  so    latelv  as 
March  last,  and  against  which,  so  far  as 
I   am   aware,   nothing    of    any    weight 
has  been  said.    The  formation  of    the 
last  voters'    list  was   entirely    regular, 
and  we  have  Lord  Selborne's  view  that 
there  was  nothing  irregular  in  the  con- 
struction of  that  list. 
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Mr.  CHURCHILL:   Hear,   hear. 

Mr.  LTTTELTON:   Is  it,   therefore, 
right    or    fair     that    an    impeachment 
s.oald  be  made   of    the   bona   fides   of 
tiat  list  and  those  who  made  it,  without 
any    opportunity    being   given    to    the 
persons  interested  to  be  heard  ?    I  am 
told     that     although     some    impeach- 
ment was  made  of  this  voters  hst  by 
certain  gentleman  before  the  Committee 
those    objections    were    never    brought 
before  the  persons  who  were  alleged  to 
be  responsible,  and  that  no  opportunity 
from  tiiat  day  to  this  has  been  given  to 
them  of  being  heard.    That  ia  surely 
not  the  way  to  deal  with  a  list  which 
is  the    result    of    great    expense    and 
labour.    It   seems   part    of    the   policy 
of  the   Government,  however,  to   keep 
back  the   facts   from   the   House    and 
from    the     people    of    the    Transvaal 
itself.      The   Under-Secretary    gets    up 
and  alludes  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
3,000  more    voters  on    that  Ust    than 
existed  in    1904..    That  is  an  innuendo 
th&t   there    was    something    fraudulent 
about  the  preparation  of  the  list.     1 4 
it  not  obviously  fair  for  us  to   know 
what  the   grounds  of  those  allegations 
are  ?    Then  as  I  said  before,  I  must  de- 
cline, as  the    Under-Secretary  has  de- 
clined, to  speculate  as  to  what  the  results 
of  the   arrangement  of  seats  and  the 
delimitation   of  boundaries   will   be.    I 
have  no  means  of  knowing.    Electioneer- 
ing is  not  an  exact  or  a  mathematical 
science,  and  the  utmost  I  can  say  is  that 
the  majority  one  way  or  the  other  may 
be  two,  or  three,  or  possibly  four.    I  do 
not  blame  the  Government  for  having 
preserved  the  old  magisterial  areas,  be- 
csnse  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  further 
expensive    delay    involved    in   creating 
new  ones,  but  with  regard  to  the  abolition 
or  the  possibility  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Inter-Colonial  Council  I  have,  I  must 
tay,    most    grave    apprehensions.    An 
infinity  of  time  and   labour  has  been 
apent  upon  the  administration  of  the 
railways  and   of  the   Constabulary   by 
the  Inter-Colonial  Council   which  con- 
tains in  itself  the   germ  of  federation. 
One  of    its    principal    merits    is    that 
it  deals  with  the   affairs  of  both  the 
Orange  River  Colony  and  the  Transvaal 
and  provides  a  suitable  and  convenient 
form  of  administration  of  those  afiairs 


which  are  common  to  both  Colonies. 
To  take  the  Constabulary  out  of  the 
hands  of  that  body  and  vest  the  adminis- 
tration in  t^e  hands  of  the  Transvaal 
and  the  Orange  River  Colony  cannot  be 
economical  and  must  detract  from  the 
labo'irs  of  this  body  which  has,  in  the 
opinion  of  most*  worked  harmoniously  and 
well,  over  the  area  of  both  Colonies.  When 
A  e  consider  the  financial  aspect,it  certainly 
is  unfortunate  that  the  railway  system 
which  has  been  coupled  up  and  Worked  in 
the  interests  of  both  Colonies  should  now 
be  severed,  and  I  fear  that  it  is  almost 
inevitable  that    jealousies   will  arise  in 
respect   to  matters  which  are  common 
to  both  Colonies.  I  pass  on  to  the  question 
of  the  Second  Chamber,  and  so  far  as  the 
creation    of     snch    a    chamber  is   con- 
cerned, if  it   is   possible    to    secure  a 
good    Second    Chamber  we    are    grate- 
ful for   that   advantage;    but  I   would 
point  out  that  as  compared  with  the 
definite    and    solid    power    which    was 
held  by  the  executive  Government  under 
the  old  arrangement  the  creation  of  a 
Second  Chamber  of  fifteen  persons  nomi- 
nated by  the  Government  for  five  years 
is,  I  am  afraid,  a  somewhat  illusory  ad- 
vantage.    I  was  advised  by  those  who 
know  the  country  intimately  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  provide  more  than  thirty* 
five  of  sufficient  ability  and  leisure  to 
serve  in  the  Transvaal  Legislative  Council, 
and  although  that  number  may  now  be 
slightly  greater  it  is  obvious  in  vie^  of 
the  immense  weight  of  private  business 
there  that  it   cannot  be  indefinitely  in- 
creased if  w  e  are  to  keep  the  tone  and  ability 
of  the  assembly  such  as  we  should  desire. 
The  number  of  members  of  the  assembly 
has  now  been  increased  from  thirty-fivo 
to  sixty-nine,  that  is  to  say,  it  has  been 
nearly  doubled,  and  I  am  afraid  that 
although  there  are  many  able  men  in  the 
Transvaal  there  are  few  men  of  leisure. 
Having  beaten  out  somewhat  thinly  the 
available  talent  for  legislative  purpose* 
the  Gk)vemment  propose  either  to  with- 
draw from  it  the  fifteen  members  who 
are  to  constitute  the  Second  Chamber  or 
to  obtain  from  outside  the  Legislative 
Council  fifteen  men  who  by  that  very, 
hypothesis  will  hardly  be  of  sufficient 
weight   and   experience   to   have   much 
influence  as  a  buffer  against  any  undo* 
sirable  action  of  the  elective  assembly. 
Still,  let  me  say  for  what  it  is  worth,  if  ynvi 
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are  able  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
who  will  take  that  position  and  exercise 
the  power  it  confers,  thongh  I  am  not 
sanguine   that   you   will   get   any    such 
number,  considering  the  number  of  the 
Legislative  assembly  ,it  is  better  that  there 
should  be  some  such  body.   I  have  nothing 
to  say  with  regard  to  the  proposals  made 
by  the  late  Government  as  to  reserving 
questions  of  legislation  in  regard  to  the 
natives.    Neither  have  I  anything  to  say 
but    to    applaud    the    decision    as    to 
the   reservation    of    the  administration 
of  Swaziland  to  the  High  Commissioner. 
Though  I  deplore  the  decision  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  come  to  in  regard  to 
Chinese   labour   I   see   no   objection  to 
somewhat  expanding  the  labour  recruiting 
agencies  for  natives,  provided  that  ade- 
quate and  careful  measures  are  taken  to 
secure  that  the  work  is  in  the  hands  of 
responsible  and  proper  people.      As   to 
the    so-called    experiment   to  be  made 
by    the   Robinson   Mines,    that    is    an 
experiment  the  worth  of  which  has  been 
tested  on  many  occasions,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  much  to  be  added  to 
the  general  knowledge  which  we  have 
already  on  that  subject.     Mr.  Cresweli 
will  no  doubt  do  his  best.    It  is  very  well 
known  that  natives  are  desired  where 
they  can  be  obtained  by  the  mine  owners, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  much 
to  be  added  to  what  is  already  known  as 
to  the  undoubted  capacity  of  the  natives 
to  do  the  work,  if  you  are  able  to  obtain 
sufficient  to  do  it.  The  settled  policy  of  the 
late  Government  was  that  the  question  of 
compensation  for  war  losses  should  not 
be  re-opened,  and    I  am  glad  to  hear 
that    the    present    Government     have 
adopted    that    action.      It    needs    no 
further   justification    than   has    already 
been  produced,  and  the  mention  of  the 
fact   that  the   sum   of    £9,500,000   has 
been  spent  in  compensation  to  individual) 
for     injuries     suffered    from    the    war. 
I  confess  I  did  not  quite  follow  what 
the    Under-Secretary    in    his    otherwise 
lucid   speech   said   with   regard   to  the 
£30,000,000.    The  position  is  this,  that 
not  merely  the  representatives  of  capital 
but    some    of    the    representatives    of 
labour  joined  in  giving  the  undertaking 
Of  course  they  were  not  in  a  representa- 
tive position,  but  it  was  the  best  under- 
taking that  could  be  obtained  from  the 
country  in  its  then  condition  of  govem- 
Mr.  LjftteltoH. 


ment.    That  undertaking  was  not  that 
the  mine-owners  should  pay  £10,000,000 
or  £30,000,000  or  any  other  sum,  but 
that  they  should  underwrite  the  issue 
of  the  first  £10,000,000  of  a  loan  to  be 
raised  in  the  Transvaal.    They  have  on 
several  occasions  expressed  their  wiUing- 
ness    to   fulfil  that   bargain,  but    con- 
ditions have  not  obtained  in  which  it  is 
possible  to  call  upon  them  to  do  so.    I 
do  not  think  that  anybody  who  knows 
the    Transvaal   will   believe    that   it    is 
possible    that    £30,000,000    should    be 
paid    for    war    indemnity    or    for    any 
purpose   at   the   present   moment.    My 
own    view    is    that    some    arrangement 
ought  to  be  made  by  which  a  smaller 
sum  shall  be  devoted  to  some  purpose 
good  alike  for  the   Transvaal  and   for 
this  country.    I  have  no  right  to  bind 
anybody   in   this   nrntter,  but   speaking 
personally  with  regard  to  the  proposals, 
which  have  been  laid  before  the  House 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  on  the  spur  of  the  moment 
to  investigate  them,  I  wish  once  again 
to  make  it  clear  that,  whatever  may  be 
their  results   the    Opposition   have    no 
responsibility  whatever  for  them.     The 
conditions  under  which  they  are   made 
seem  to  me  to  be  of  great  hazard  to 
South    Africa   and    to  the   interests  of 
this  country.     They  seem  to   me  t«  he 
likely    to     produce    far    more    friction 
and    passionate  opposition  between  the 
races  who  have  lately  been  at  war  than 
would    have    existed  if  they    had    not 
been  made.    They  seem  to  have  been 
made  at  a  time  inopportune  for  South 
Africa    and    inopportune    here.     They 
have  been  m&de  in  a  manner  contrarj- 
to  every  precedent  in  the  whole  Empire. 
They    have    been    made    in    unseemly 
haste  and  in  a    manner   contemptuous 
of  the  House  of  Commons.     Not  a  paper 
or    document  or  single   fact  has  been 
presented   to    us   by    which    we   coald 
authoritatively   inform    ourselves    upon 
them.     Surely,     therefore,     it    is    not 
unnatural  that  we  should  reserve  entirely 
the  right  to  say  that  we  take  no  part 
or  lot  with  the  Government  in  responsi- 
bility for  the  ill-efiects  which  I  fear- 
though  Heaven  forbid — may  flow  from 
their    proposals. 

"Sir  CflARLES   DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  right  hoa. 
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Gentleman  the  Member  for  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  had,  on 
behalf  of  his  Party,  repudiated  all 
responsibility  for  this  settlement. 
The  great  majority  of  those  who  sat 
on  the  ICnisterial  side  repudiated  all 
responsibility  for  the  war  ont  of  which 
this  settlement  arose,  and  for  the  many 
e^ils  which  Sir  William  Harcourt  pro- 
phesied would  come  from  the  war,  with 
many  of  which  this  settlement  was  itself 
consistent.  The  Ministerial  Party  had 
decided  that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
this  question  should  be  settled,  and  there 
were  some  who  desired  that  it  should  be 
settled  by  such  a  settlement  as  the  Com- 
mittee had  heard  outlined  to-day.  There 
were  others  who  did  not  agree  exactly 
with  the  poUcy  put  forward  by  the 
Government  or  with  the  policy  of  the 
Opposition  when  conducting  the  war,  and 
since.  He  would  like  an  opportunity  to 
state  some  views  shared  by  those.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had  made 
a  most  dangerous  speech.  There  was 
hardly  a  word  of  the  speech  of  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  with  which 
he  (Sir  Charles  Dilke)  did  not  agree, 
although  he  did  not  agree  with  some  of 
the  policies  that  the  speech  defended. 
The  object  of  the  laat  speech  of  the  late 
'  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  was 
dangerous  in  the  extreme.becauseits  policy 
was  a  dangerous  policy,  dnd  could  only 
be  supported  by  dangerous  arguments. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  of 
consulting  the  Cape  and  of  federation. 
He  agreed  that  federation  could  not  be 
overlooked,  and  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  had  already  said  that 
his  policy  was  one  leading  to  federation. 
But  wh«i  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told 
them  that  they  ought  to  have  consulted 
the  Cape,  what  would  they  have  found  if 
they  had?  They  would  have  found 
r  absolute  unanimity  among  both  political 
'  parties  there  upon  the  subject  of  the  fran- 
,  ehise  of  the  natives.  There  was  not  a  lead- 
'  ing  politician  at  the  Cape,  of  either  side, 
who  did  not  value  the  native  franchise. 
The  present  Prime  Minister  had  gone 
out  of  his  way  twice  to  declare  that  the 
Cape  ought  never  to  be  called  upon  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  native 
f  anchise.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  quoted  the  Cape,  and  in  that 
dangerous  portion  of  his  speech  was  led 
into   the    most     njui  ous    il  ustrations. 


Having  quoted  the  Cape  and  suggested 
that  we  should  ask  their  opin'on,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  proceeded  to 
make  a  most  mischievous  allusion  to 
the  probability  of  Cape  Colony,  think- 
ing only  of  one  white  race.  He  said  that  < 
10,000  rebel  voters  were  about  to  be 
enfranchised  in  the  Cape  and  that  they 
would  turn  the  scale.  That  statement  was 
cheered  by  one  supporter.  It  was  almost 
horrible  that  such  allusions  should  be 
cheered,  when  made  thoughtlessly,  tend- 
ing as  they  did  to  perpetuate  the  difference 
between  the  two  races.  This  House  had 
to  keep  in  mind  the  loyalty  of  South 
Africa  aa  a  whole,  blaok  as  well  as  Dutch, 
the  loyalty  of  the  country  as  a  whole, 
and  of  the  whole  Empire,  which  was 
mainly  black  and  not  white.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  had  objected 
that  the  whole  arrangement  was  analogous 
to  what  occurred  in  Canada,  and  read  a 
quotation,  the  applicabihty  of  which  was 
not  apparent,  from  a  speech  of  Lord  Dur- 
ham. We  had  at  one  time  apparently 
look  d  forward  to  loyalty  dependent  on 
British  race,  and  the  quotation  read 
asked  for  a  period  of  rest  in  Lower  Canada 
until  we  had  planted  British  settlers 
there.  The  loyalty  of  Lower  Canada 
rested  not  upon  the  British  but  upon  the 
overwhelming  French-speaking  popula- 
tion. With  such  a  hopeless  example 
of  failure  of  policy  before  them,  why 
select  that  as  a  ground  when  asking  for 
delay  in  the  present  case  ?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  there  was  no 
precedent  for  imposing  responsible  Gov- 
ernment on  a  colony  without  a  long  in- 
termediate period.  There  was  no  pre- 
cedent exactly  for  what  had  occurred  in 
the  case  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
River  Colony,  which  we  had  conquered 
and  annexed  against  their  will,  and  which 
had  enjoyed  a  very  highly  developed  form 
of  self-government.  It  was  not  until 
after  the  rebeUion  of  1837,  and  until  we 
recognised  the  self-government  of  French 
Canaida,  that  we  for  the  first  time  began 
to  make  the  French  Canadians  really 
loyal.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ob- 
jected to  the  policy  of  counting  heads, 
although  he  counted  heads  in  the  case  of 
the  Cape.  He  was  one  of  those  who  were 
somewhat  impatient  of  seeing  the  Liberal 
party  and  the  Imperial  Parliament 
follow  the  lead  of  Sir  Percy  Fit?patrick 
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and  his  Colleagues  by  counting  each  con- 
stituency before  the  result,  and  he  could 
not  entirely  excuse  the  Government  from 
blame  for  the  extreme  minuteness  with 
which  they  had  gone  into  the  question 
of  the  majority  of  one,  and  then  were 
afraid  it  might  be  the  Speaker,  and  there 
might  be  no  majority  at  all.  He  believed 
the  majority  in  this  House  repudiated 
this  mere  counting  of  heads.  They  had 
long  ago  taken  up  the  position  that  we 
were  going  with  all  its  risks  to  give 
responsible  government,  subject  only 
to  this  one  consideration,  that  it  was 
impossible  not  to  have  a  predominant 
regard  to  the  native  and  labour  interests 
involved  in  the  settlement.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  had  said  that  the 
results  ought  to  have  been  more  definitely 
ascertained  ia  advance  by  a  period  of 
delay,  as  he  seemed  to  suggest  was  the 
case  in  Canada.  The  case  of  Canada, 
however,  as  he  (Sir  Charles  Dilke)  had 
shown,  pointed  in  the  direction  of  the 
broad  view  which,  he  thought,  the 
majority  of  this  House  were  inclined  to 
take,  of  not  allowing  considerations  of 
the  effect  of  a  majority  of  votes  here 
and  there  to  stop  them.  In  the  case  of 
of  the  Transvaal  the  Government  had 
had  to  face  a  very  powerful  body  of 
opinion  in  the  Press  and  in  another  place, 
and  that  opinion,  which  was  not  that 
of  the  country,  or  the  House  of  Commons, 
or  the  Liberal  Party,  had,  he  feared,  to 
some  extent  prevailed  not  in  the  speech 
of  the  Under-Secretary  but  in  the  pro- 
gramme to  which  the  Government  had 
become  committed.  There  was  too  much 
reason  to  think  that  in  this  settlement 
what  was  called  the  Progressive  party 
— a  name  which  he  thought  was  abused 
— ^the  party  of  gold  magnates  of  the 
Rand — had  obtained  the  point  to  which 
they  attached  most  importance.  These 
gentlemen  had  made  no  secret — in  fact 
they  had  given  away  their  case  with  the 
most  stupid  frankness — of  their  demand 
for  British  ascendency,  which  would 
require  an  Upper  House  to  make  it 
absolute.  They  seemed  to  have  got  far 
too  much  of  their  own  way  by  what, 
from  their  point  of  view,  was  really  a 
gerrymandering  system.  At  all  events 
they  had  got  their  nominated  Upper 
House,  which  was  the  one  point  to  which 
they  attached  supreme  importance.  Of 
course  one  reason  which  weighed  with 
Sir  Charhs  Dilke. 


great  numbers  of  hon.  Gentlemen  in  this 
House  was  the  fear  that  the  ascendancy 
of  that  party  in  the  Rand  would  force  the 
Government  into  a  violation  of  the 
pledges  given  to  the  constituencies  upon 
the  subject  of  Chinese  labour,  and  that 
danger  was  entirely  dispelled.  Person- 
ally, he  had  always  regarded  the  Chinese 
labour  question  as  a  temporary  question, 
and  he  had  always  asserted  that  the  native 
labour  question  was  the  permanent  or 
predominant  question,  and  one  which 
we  ought  to  have  concerned  ourselves 
most  about,  because  it  would  be  always 
there ;  and  when  the  present  Under-Secre- 
tary and  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  agreed 
in  attaching  supreme  importance  to  these 
native  labour-collecting  agencies  which 
were  to  be  worked  by  the  Portuguese 
authority  in  the  Portuguese  territory, 
what  he  wanted  to  see  was  the  native 
labour  of  the  country  itself  developed — 
Kaffirs  tempted  by  proper  treatment,  by 
a  proper  voice  in  their  afiairs,  and  by  a 
proper  wage  into  doing  work  which  they 
were  perfectly  competent  to  do  and  did 
do  where  they  were  welcome.  There  had 
been  some  disappointment,  he  thought, 
with  regard  to  the  future  as  far  as  the 
other  and  greater  labour  question  was 
concerned.  The  policy  of  these  gentlemen, 
who  had  sent  their  deputations  over  here, 
who  had  so  powerful  a  representation  in 
the  Press,  and  who  expressed  themselves 
with  such  force  in  the  columns  of  all  the 
papers,  was  backed  by  them — and  he  had 
no  doubt  honestly  backed — with  argu- 
ments to  show  that  the  Transvaal  was  the 
key  of  South  Africa,  and  they  had  also 
developed  a  side  argument  to  the  effect 
that  the  Transvaal  would  be  dominated 
by  the  Cape  which  they  looked  upon 
somewhat  as  disloyal.  It  had  been 
suggested  in  some  quarters  that  the 
existence  of  an  Upper  House  in  the  Trans- 
vaal Constitution  would  be  a  security  for 
this  British  ascendancy  and  for  the 
future  of  South  Africa.  He  was  certain 
that  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  did 
not  believe  that  an  Upper  House  in  the 
Transvaal  was  needed  in  order  to  secure 
the  permanence  of  British  supremacy  if  the 
Transvaal  were  the  key  to  South  Africa. 
He  was  perplexed  to  find  what  part  the 
Upper  House  was  to  play  in  the  new 
Constitution.  Two  views  had  pre- 
viously been  put  forward  by  Sir 
Percy   Fitzpatrick^and    his   friends   at 
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different  times  as  to~the  neoessity^for  a 
nominated  Upper  House.  W,  One  reason 
was  an  insidious  one  in  order  to  attract 
those  who  held  the  views  he  did,  and  it 
was  that  the  Upper  House  would  be  a 
protector  of  the  natives.  That  had 
been  abandoned  in  the  last  ibw  weeks, 
and  another  view  had  been  put  forward 
—that  it  was  necessary  to  British  as- 
cend incy.  The  Government  had  rejected 
those  views,  but  they  had  given  no 
reason  for  the  existence  of  the  Upper 
House.  Failing  that  reason  he  attached 
importance  to  the  arguments  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  State,  who  said  there 
were  not  the  number  of  men  of  weight 
and  substance  in  the  Transvaal  to  equip 
the  two  Houses  of  Legislature,  and  that 
the  Upper  House  would  be  a  very  weak 
one  or  it  would  withdraw  men  who 
could  be  ill  spared  from  the  lower 
Assembly.  In  the  absence  of  any  reason 
for  the  creation  of  an  Upper  House,  why 
create  it  ?  What  part  was  it  going  to 
play  in  ^e  new  Constitution  ?  What 
was  it  meant  for  \  Whom  was  it  intended 
to  support  or  re-assure  ?  So  far  as  it 
re-assured  certain  interests  it  could  only 
reassure  them  because  it  pointed  the 
hope  that  it  might  be  inclined  to 
control  the  popular  interest  in  the 
other  Honse.  But  hon.  Members  ought 
not  easily  to  accept  this  Constitution 
with  an  Upper  House  without  knowing 
what  interests  it  was  intended  to  repre- 
sent. They  were  not  so  enamoured  of 
Upper  Houses  as  to  be  anxious  to  create 
Aem.  They  had  seen  something  of 
them  in  other  colonies.  They  knew 
the  troubles  which  in  South  A&ica  had 
been  caused  by  a  nominated  Upper 
House  at  the  Cape.  Under  these  cir- 
cnmstanceB,  and  looking  to  a  federation 
in  the  future,  why  create  an  Upper 
House  1  Ontajio  had  never  had  an 
Upper  House,  and  in  Manitoba  it  was  so 
conspicuona  a  failure  that  they  abolished 
it  by  a  unanimous  vote  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Upper  House  itself, 
These  Upper  Houses  were  very  risky  ex- 
periments indeed,  and  if  they  did  not 
need  this  Upper  House  for  the  protection 
of  some  great  interest,  for  Heaven's  sake 
let  them  leave  it  out  of  the  Transvaal. 
Sir  Percy  Fiztpatriok  wrote — 

"a  nominated  Upper  Houie,  or  otherwise 
we  i«crifice  the  Brittsn  majority  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  British  supremacy*  in  South  Africa." 


These  were  not  grounds  upon  which  the 
British  Parliament  would  ever  create 
such  an  Assembly.  He  had  already 
suggested  that  there  were  considerations 
in  dealing  with  any  portion  of  this 
South  African  problem  which  were 
enormously  wider  than  those  presented 
by  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River 
Colony  because  of  the  interdependence 
of  the  South  African  states  in  native 
affairs,  and  also  because  of  the  future  in 
the  direction  of  federation.  The  present 
Government  admitted  to  the  full  that 
they  could  not  treat  the  British  Empire  as 
a  white  Protestant  Empire.  Our  glory 
was  that  we  had  welded  races  together 
who  were  proud  to  live  under  us,  and 
the  experiment  of  trying  to  dissociate  the 
white  from  the  black  was  a  mad  ex- 
periment. They  could  not  treat  this 
question  as  though  it  lay  between  the 
two  white  races  only,  without  regard  to 
the  map  and  to  the  fact  that  in  some 
parts  of  South  Africa  the  natives  were 
1,000,000  to  1,000  white  people.  While 
parts  of  South  Africa  might  be  a  white 
man's  country,  there  were  enormous 
portions  which  never  could  be  a  white 
man's  country,  and  they  coi^d  not  deal 
with  this  question  by  relegating  the 
native  side  to  a  paragraph  at  the  end  of 
a  Report.  The  natives  were,  and  must 
always  be,  in  numbers,  and  in  connection 
with  labour,  the  predominant  race,  and 
must  always  demand  consideration.  He 
was  disappointed  in  the  amount  of  con- 
cessional promises  that  had  been  given 
on  the  native  question.  He  fully  ad- 
mitted that  considerable  promises  were 
made.  The  promise  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment was  a  very  strong  one  before  theVar 
began,  and  it  was  almost  as  strong  at  the 
time  when  they  were  told  that  the  war 
was  over,  but  was  not  over,  and  the  first 
attempt  at  negotiation  was  initiated. 
The  nght  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  said  they  would 
not  consent  to  purchase  peace  by 
leaving  the  coloured  population  in  the 
position  in  which  they  stood  before 
the  war.  At  the  present  moment  it 
would  not  be  denied  that  the  position 
of  the  coloured  population  was  worse 
than  before.  A  large  number  9f  ordi- 
nances of  the  late  South  African  Repub- 
lic, which  were  a  dead  letter,  had  been 
enforced  since  we  had  been  there,  and 
whilst  we  had  always  protested  in  the 
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case  of  that  Republic,  as  we  had  pro- 
tested and  vetoed  legislation  in  the 
case  of  many  of  our  own  colonies,  against 
the  creation  of  an  absolute  colour  bar, 
there  was  a  colour  bar  at  the  present 
moment  in  the  Transvaal,  and  unfor- 
tunately we  were  forced  to  continue 
that  colour  bar  for  ever.  It  was 
a  terrible  thing  to  establish  white  man- 
hood suffrage  with  the  total  and 
apparently  permanent  exclusion  from 
all  share  of  liberty  of  every  single  mem- 
ber of  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
people  of  the  country.  Ihere  probably 
was  no  alternative  for  the  present,  but 
our  influence  with  the  new  Government 
would  be  very  great  under  the  circum- 
stances which  the  Under-Secretpry  had 
described.  He  believed  that  that 
Government  woidd  be  a  friendly  Gov- 
ernment and  one  in  which  our  in- 
fluence would  continue  to  be  great.  It 
would  require  recklessness  on  the  part 
of  the  Transvaal  to  make  the  relations 
otherwise  than  good.  No  one  in  this 
House  with  any  sense  of  responsibility 
would  set  up  the  theory  that  in 
South  Africa  there  was  a  rooted  refusal 
to  do  anything  for  the  native 
population.  In  the  Cape  there  was  an 
infinitely  better  state  of  things  than 
formerly  existed,  but  it  had  suffered 
horribly  for  its  past  action.  The  posi- 
tion of  Natal  by  its  own  recklessness  was 
on  a  small  scale  what  the  Gape  once  was. 
But  the  Cape  had  learnt  wisdom,  and 
had  a  native  policy  which,  compared  with 
Natal,  was  as  heaven  to  hell.  Was  it  im- 
possible or  hopeless  for  us  to  use  on  this 
occasion  a  friendly  voice  to  a  friendly 
people,  to  bring  about  a  real  recognition  of 
the  predominant  race  a  regarded  the 
labour  policy  of  the  future?  lie  was  glad 
to  hear  the  Under-Secretary's  statement 
with  regard  to  servile  conditions  of 
labour.  He  hoped  it  would  be  treated 
as  a  matter  of  fr'endly  coufrence 
between  us,  with  our  ideals,  in  the  interest 
of  the  Empire  as  a  whole  and  the  now 
government  in  the  Transvaal,  we  urging 
them  by  all  means  and  arguments  in 
our  power  to  support  a  poUcy  on  this 
native  question  which  would  be  at  least 
as  good  as  that  which  prevailed  in  the 
the  Cape.  The  Under-Secretary's  recog- 
nition of  Swaziland  made  him  believe 
it  might  become  a  second  Basutoland. 
As  regarded  future  federation,  whenever 
Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


the  policy  of  the  new  colonies  should 
point  in  that  direction  the  interest 
of  the  Imperial  Government  must  be 
dominant  in  the  consideration  of  the 
question.  They  had  often  heard  South 
African  gentlemen  say  that  all  they 
had  got  to  do  was  to  leave  them 
alone,  that  they  were  going  to  look 
after  the  Transvaal,  and  that  they 
would  run  their  show,  as  they  called 
it,  in  their  own  fashion.  That  was 
an  impossibility.  It  was  a  dream,  and 
the  sooner  they  were  told  it  was  a  dream 
the  better.  It  was  impossible  for  them  to 
leave  it  to  be  settled  by  the  white  element 
in  any  of  the  colonies  concerned.  He  did 
not  wish  to  complicate  the  matter  by  intro- 
ducing any  fresh  question,  but  he  would 
point  out  that  there  was  a  small  minority 
of  white  population  among  whom  a  danger- 
ous state  of  panic  prevailed  from  time  to 
time,  causing  acts  which  were  most 
dangerous  to  the  Empire,  to  South  Africa, 
and  to  the  neighbouring  colonies.  It 
was  not  disloyalty  to  the  Empire,  there- 
fore, but  a  service  rendered  to  the  Empire, 
to  point  out  these  facts.  He  read  por- 
tions of  an  appeal  in  respect  of  East 
Africa,  addressed  to  hon.  Members, 
setting  forth  claims  and  considerations 
by  a  few  hundred  white  men  to 
treat  that  territory  as  a  white  man's 
colony,  though  there  were  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  natives  living  in  the  area. 
The  idea  underlying  the  claims  contained 
in  that  document  was  that  self-govern- 
ment should  be  granted,  and  that  a  few 
whites  should  be  allowed  to  dominate 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  natives.  It 
was  an  unjust  and  indefensible  policy, 
and  it  was  horribly  dangerous  to  the 
Empire.  The  Empire  could  not  be 
run  on  such  principles ;  but,  if  it  were 
attempted,  then  he  was  certain  that 
the  whole  fabric  would  collapse.  It  was 
not  the  policy  of  this  country  to  give 
self-government  in  such  circumstances. 
It  was  refused  to  Ceylon  over  and  over 
again,  and  to  Natal.  If,  however,  in  this 
case  of  a  larger  population  possessing  the 
appliances  of  a  great  civilised  State  the 
experiment  was  to  be  extended  to  the 
Transvaal,  it  could  only  be  done  with  the 
deepest  feeling  of  responsibility  to  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  country.  It 
was  because  of  the  dominant  importance 
in  the  British  Empire  of  such  considera- 
tions that  he  had  ventured  to  put  forward 
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these  ideas,  which  he  knew  were  not 
exactly  those  either  of  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary  or  of  those  who  sat  on  his  own 
side  of  the  House. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
said  that  in  one  sense  the  worst  was  over. 
They  gladly  welcomed  the  statement 
of  the  Under-Secretary  as  to  what 
the  future  government  of  the  Transvaal 
was  to  be.  He  supposed  that  the  Under- 
Secretary  would  never  in  his  career  make 
a  more  important  statement  than  he  had 
made  to-day.  The  whole  Empire  had 
been  watching  for  this  statement  in 
regard  to  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River 
Colony,  for  it  was  impossible  for  any 
colony  that  had  received  responsible 
government  not  to  view  with  great 
anxiety  the  government  which  was  to 
be  given  to  these  colonies.  They  hskd 
been  wim  by  force  of  arms,  in  a  contest 
extendln.s;  over  a  period  of  several  years, 
marked  by  great  waste  and  destruction, 
in  which  the  colonists  themselves  had 
shared  in  order  to  maintain  the  British 
flag  and  the  permanency  of  British 
institutions.  The  statement  of  the  Under- 
Secretary,  made  with  great  moderation, 
and  in  a  manner  befitting  the  occasion,  was 
one  which  would  be  read  in  every  portion 
of  the  Empire  with  the  deepest  in- 
terest. That  interest  the  Committee 
this  afternoon  shared.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  had  talked  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
French  Canadians.  A  generation  had 
passed  since 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  The  French 
Canadians  fought  for  us  in  1812. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  said  that  was 
exactly  what  he  was  going  to  say. 
The  generation  which  fought  against  the 
British  at  the  capture  of  Quebec  had  dis- 
appeared or  grown  old  and  used  to  the 
new  conditions.  Then  an  Act  conferring 
representative  government  was  passed  in 
1812.  At  the  beginning  of  the  second 
generation  the  French  Canadian  proved 
bis  loyalty.  When  the  revolt  took  place 
in  1837  the  peace  was  kept  throughout 
the  whole  of  French  Canada.  If  we  had 
had  in  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
River  Colony  such  a  test  of  the  position 
of  the  Boers  in  relation  to  our  institu- 
tions as  Canada  had,  then  he,  for  one. 


would  have  given  his  willing  adhesion  to 
the  proposals  made  by  the  Under-Secre- 
tary to-day.  He  did  not,  however,  give 
willing  adhesion  to  these  proposals,  and 
he  would  tell  the  Committee  why.  Was 
it  reasonable  to  think  that  three  years 
aft«r  the  signing  of  peace  the  Boers 
should  be  given  the  possibility  of  coming 
into  power  t  The  substance  of  these 
proposals  was  that  there  was  going  to 
be  a  gamble  with  the  Executive.  While 
the  Boers  ought  to  have  representation 
of  their  interests  with  the  British,  there 
should  be  no  danger  permitted  to  the 
permanence  of  British  institutions,  no 
interruptions  of  the  just  and  considerate 
administration  of  British  rule,  no  chance 
of  allowing  any  of  those  things  to  be  done 
that  might  be  done  if  a  Boer  Government 
came  into  power.  The  Under-Secretary 
had  said  that  at  Vereeniging  the  peace  was 
made  for  ever.  That  was  a  good  bit  of 
rhetoric,  but  he  was  not  confident  that 
khe  prediction  would  be  realised  unless 
we  took  proper  steps  to  see  that  the  British 
institutions  were  preserved  over  the  time 
of  danger.  The  majority  of  the  people 
of  Cape  Colony  were  loyal,  but  did  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  forget  that  10,000  of 
the  Cape  colonists  rose  against  us  ?  Did 
he  forget  that  Mr.  Steyne  on  the  eve  of 
the  Treaty  of  Vereeniging  said  that  per- 
haps even  now  Cape  Colony  was  not  ripe 
for  the  policy  we  had  been  pursuing  with 
regard  to  it  ?  He  had  made  a  list  of  what 
would  be  done  if  the  Boers  again  gained 
power.  They  would  dismiss  the  present 
British  ofEciab  on  the  railways,  and  the 
Boer  workers  would  be  restored  ;  the  Con- 
stabulary would  be  reorganised  on  the 
Dutch  basis  ;  the  Customs  Union  would 
be  broken  up  ;  the  intercolonial  and  the 
railway  union  would  be  destroyed ;  land 
settlement  would  be  stopped ;  and 
there  would  be  a  boycotting  of  British 
goods.  In  the  Orange  River  Colony  and 
in  the  Transvaal  there  were  two  of  the 
best  agricultural  departments  in  the 
world  ;  but  the  Boers  wanted  to  abolish 
them.  Security  was  very  much  better 
than  expectation ;  and  he  believed  that 
it  would  be  an  evil  day  if  the  control  of 
defence  and  education  were  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Boer.  Mr.  Smuts,  speaking 
of  the  Civil  servants,  had  said  that  when 
the  Boers  came  into  power  they  would  do 
their  best  to  put  back  all  the  old  Boer 
Civil  servants  in  their  former  positions. 
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It  was  admitted  that  the  Govenunent  of 
the  TTansvaal  under  the  Boer  regime  was 
reactionary  and  corrupt.    That  Govern- 
ment had  deliberately  over-ridden  the 
decisions    of    the    Supreme    Court.    A 
Kesolution  of  the  Volks  Eaad  was  re- 
garded as  above  any  decision  which  might 
be  given  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Now,  no 
Besolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
could    overide    a     judgment     of     the 
Supreme  Court.    [An  Hon.  Member  on 
the  Ministerial  Benches :    An  Act  of 
Parliament   could.]      Mr.     Smuts    had 
also  said  that  the  £10,000,000  which  the 
mineowners  had  under-written  and   the 
£35,000,000    loan    guaranteed    by     the 
British  Government  should  be  distributed 
amongst  the  poor  Boers.    This  was  part 
of  the  old  system  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, and  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Boer 
leaders    if    they  came   into    power  to 
renew   the   condition   of   things   which 
existed  in  the  Transvaal  previous  to  the 
war,  and  which  the  people  of  this  country 
had  condemned,  even  if  they  did  not 
approve   of   the   war.    In  the   scheme 
outlined  by  the  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  there  were  some  things  which  he 
approved  of  and  others  of  which  he  dis- 
approved.   He  did  not  think  that  respon- 
sible Government  should  be  given  so  soon 
nfter  the  war.    The  Under-Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  had  said  that  the  census  of 
1904  should  be  taken  in  order  to  arrange 
for  the  distribution  of  seats  in  the  new 
Legislature ;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  knew 
right  well   that  there  had  been  a  very 
considerable  increase  of  skilled  workers 
employed  in  the  mines  due  to  the  extra 
unskilled   labour  which   had   been   em- 
ployed.   Therefore,    3,000    skilled    men 
would   be   shut   out   from    the   voters' 
register.    The  hon.  Grentleman  was  evi- 
dently desirous  of  doing  some   of  the 
gerrymandering    which    he    stated    had 
been  done  by  the  Lyttelton  Constitu- 
tion.   His    contention    was    that    the 
Lyttelton  Constitution  would  have  been 
for   the   safety  of   the   Transvaal.    He 
did  not  believe  that  they  should  gamble 
with  the  constitution  for  the  Transvaal. 
He  did    not    believe    that    an    Upper 
Chamber    would    be    of    as  much  use 
as  some  expected,  or  that  it  would  be 
any    security    for    the    interests  of  the 
natives.    His    contention   was    that    in 
granting  responsible  Government  to  the 
Transvaal   at   the   present  moment   the  • 
Sir  Gilbert  Parker. 


Government  was  taking  upon   itself  a 
great,  a  painful,  and  almost  a  terrible 
responsibility.    The  time  was  not  ready 
for  this  change,  at   all  events    in    the 
Orange     River     Colony.     He     granted 
i  that  there  had  been  good  Crovernment 
in  the  Orange  River  Colony  before  the 
war   and    that   there     had    been    good 
government     since;    but    if    we    gave 
responsible    government  to  that  colony 
we    should    raise     bitter     issues    which 
would  not  be  settled  for  many  years  to 
come.    Since     our     €rovernment      was 
established  in  that  Colony  there  had  not 
been   a   single   protest  against  our  ad- 
ministration, and  why  should  we  disturb 
the  present  state  of  things  ?    Was  it  not 
wise   to   leave   well   alone   and   not   to 
revive  memories  of  the  state  of  things 
before    the    war  ?    We    must    prevent 
opportunity    from   being  given  to    our 
fellow-citizens    in    the    Transvaal    .and 
Orange  River  Colonies,  who  had  not  yet 
learned  the  methods  and  spirit  of  British 
administration,  but  who  must  be  trained 
in  our  way,   and  in  the  constitutional 
traditions  which  belonged  to  us.    The 
Boers  had  no  constitutional   traditions 
whatever.    They  did  not  get  any  good 
Government    through    the   teaching    of 
the  Dutch  Colony;  it  was  the  British 
people  who  redeemed    them    from  the 
traditions   of  the    Dutch    Colony.    He 
considered  that  the  House  of  Commons 
when  well  informed  were  the  most  just 
tribunal  in  the  world,  but  he  believed  they 
were  ill-informed  upon  Colonial  questions. 
Men  did  not  travel  and  read  scrappily. 
With  many  of  the  proposals  of  the  hon . 
Gentleman,  especially  manhood  suffrage, 
he  was  in    sympathy,    but  on  the  whole 
he  wished  to  repudiate  any  responsibility 
for    giving    at     this     time    responsible 
government    to    the   Transvaal. 

« 

*Mr.  RUFUS  ISAACS  (Reading)  con- 
gratulated the  (Jovemment  upon  their 
policy,  which  had  been  stated  by  the 
Under-Secretary  in  a  statesmanlike 
manner.  That  statement  relieved  the 
followers  of  the  Government  from  any 
feeling  of  anxiety  which  they  might 
have  previously  felt  in  consequence  of 
rumours  which  had  been  current  during 
the  last  few  weeks,  which  had  set  some 
of  them  wondering  as  to  what  was  to 
be  the  outcrop  of  that  momentous  day. 
They  now  had  a  feeling  of  confidence 
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and  secnrity  as  regarded  the  future. 
Although  he  agreed  with  a  good  deal 
of  what  the  last  speaker  had  said  he 
could  not  go  with  him  entirely.  Bvery- 
one  would  agree  that  this  was  a  subject 
which  they  should  not  approach  in 
a  Party  spirit,  and  throughout  the 
discussion  the  views  of  hon.  Members 
had,  he  thought,  been  expressed  iu  a 
befitting  manner.  He  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  speech  of  tlie  right  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  a  former  Colonial 
Secretary,  would  have  been  better  if 
it  had  not  been  delivered.  He  was  sure 
that  a  great  many  Members  of  the 
House,  and  the  country  as  a  whole, 
would  not  share  the  apprehensions 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ex- 
pressed. Upon  the  question  of  ascen- 
dancy he  could  not  agree  with  a  good  deal 
which  fell  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  task  the  Qovern- 
ment  haa  set  itself  was  to  deal  justly,  fairly, 
and  equitably  with  the  claims  of  Biitons 
and  Boer.  He  could  not  find  that  there 
was  this  ascendancy  in  the  proposals 
which  had  been  made,  and  if  hon. 
Members  turned  to  the  number  of  voters 
they  would  find  that  the  number  of 
seats  allotted  to  the  Witwatersrand  area, 
as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Pretoria  did  not  give  any  undue 
preponderance.  Taking  the  Transvaal 
the  total  adult  white  male  population, 
excluding  aliens,  according  to^the  census 
of  1904  was  91,406,  and  of  that  57,713 
were  British,  and  33,693  were  Dutch.  If 
they  took  into  account  all  those 
adult  white  males  who  would  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  in 
October  of  this  year  there  would  be 
98,453,  of  whom  62,162  would 
be  British  and  36,291  would  be  Dutch. 
They  might,  therefore,  say  that  the  pro- 
portion of  British  to  Dutch  was  as  five  to 
three,  and  if  that  was  so  it  could  hardly 
he  said  that  in  the  proportion  of  seats 
which  had  been  allocated  there  had 
been  an  undue  preponderance  given  to 
the  British  over  the  Boers  in  the 
Transvaal  He  would  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  this  point  which 
seemed  to  him  of  great  importance  when 
dealing  with  the  allocation  of  teats. 
If  the   Government     dosirci     to    give 


ascendancy  to  the  British  population 
or  to  gerrymander  the  constituencies 
in  such  a  way  as  to  give  to  the 
BriHsh  an  undue  preponderance  of 
seats  they  would  have  allocated  the 
seats  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  three. 
That  was  certainly  not  what  the  Govern- 
ment had  done,  and  as  far  as  he  could 
find  there  was  no  gerrymandering  in 
order  to  secure  ascendancy  or  supremacy. 
But  if  under  the  new  Constitution  the 
allocation  of  seats  gave  a  British  majority, 
he  ventured  to  say  for  his  own  part, 
and  for  some  of  those  who  sat  on  the 
Liberal  benches,  that  that  was  no  argu- 
ment against  the  electoral  basis  upon 
which  this  Constitution  was  to  be  granted. 
In  the  great  anxiety  which  existed  that 
we  should  deal  justly  with  the  Boer 
population,  and  in  the  eagerness  to 
dispel  aay  doubt  that  might  obtain  in 
the  Boer  mind  that  we  were  not  deaUng 
with  them  justly  and  fairly,  there  was  a 
tendency  to  forget  that  the  British 
also  had  claims,  a  tendency  the  effect  of 
which  was  quite  unconscious  upon  the 
part  of  tho83  who  were  genuinely  anxious 
to  do  all  they  could  to  reconcile  British 
and  Boer,  that  they  might  be  able  to  live 
in  pe^ce  and  concord  and  insure  that  a 
later  election,  if  not  the  coming  election, 
might  be  fought  on  grounds  other  than 
racial  and  for  the  benefit  not  of  a  race 
but  of  the  Transvaal  Colony.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  give  him 
and  those  who  might  think  with 
him  credit  for  this,  that  they  were 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  throwing 
any  doubt  on  the  honesty  of  purpose  of 
those  who  might  profess  to  see  in  the 
Government  proposals  a  desire  to  give 
ascendancy  to  the  British,  whereas  these 
Members  were  anxious  to  protectthe  Boers. 
But  in  their  desire  to  protect  the  Boer 
they  must  not  forget  there  was  also  a 
responsibiUty  in  this  House  to  protect  the 
British.  He  would  add  a  few  words,  and 
they  would  be  but  few,  upon  the  question 
of  land  settlement — a  question  in  which  he 
took  great  interest.  What  had  fallen  from 
the  Under-Secretaryupon  this  point  was  of 
much  greater  comfort  than  they  were  led 
to  expect  on  the  last  occasion  when  the 
subject  was  discussed.  Although  he  did 
not  profess,  and  did  not  desire,  to  discuss 
the  subject  of  ladd  settlement  in  de- 
tail, he  did  wish  to  call  attention  lo 
the    fact    that,   inj  [his    opinion,   there 
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ment  should  be  given  as  soon  as  possible. 
Everything  turned  on  those  words  "  as 
soon  as  possible,"  and  he  did  not  think 
that  now  was  the  proper  time.  Tjere 
had  not  been  sufficient  time  for  the 
racial  distinctions  and  feelings  to  be 
merged  in  that  oblivion  in  which  it  should 
be  the  object  of  both  sides  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  merge  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
But  they  would  not  merge  them  by  raising 
Party  government  and  Party  questions. 
It  was  the  very  thing  which  he  feared 
would  give  rise  to  the  racial  bitterness  just 
at  the  time  when  that  racial  bitterness 
was  by  degrees  subsiding.  We  did  not 
want  British  supremacy  merely  in  name. 
The  Treaty  of  Peace  decided  that  the 
King  was  to  be  supreme,  and  we  did  not 
now  or  at  any  future  time  want  to  pre- 
j  ndice  his  authority.  He  quite  concurred 
that  this  question  should  be  dealt  with 
from  a  non-Party  point  of  view.  The 
Under-Secretary  had  said  it  was  desirable 
not  to  delay,  and  he  agreed,  because  delay 
might  cause  injury  to  trade  and  prodnce 
other  serious  disadvantages ;  but  upon  the 
other  hand  they  ought  not  to  hurry 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  likely  to 
produce  greater  hostility  between  the 
two  sections.  Ho  congratulated  the 
Government  upon  leaving  the  Orange 
River  Colony  alone.  It  was  doing  weU 
and  wanted  to  be  left  alone,  and  he  would 
have  been  disposed  to  say  the  same  with 
regard  to  the  Transvaal.  But  as  the 
Government  had  thought  otherwise  they 
could  only  say  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
time  and  they  hoped  this  Constitution 
would  not  b<B  ill-fated.  Was  it  not  a 
question  of  common  sense  1  After  a 
severe  war  had  been  waged  it  did  not 
appear  to  be  a  wise  thing  for  the  victor 
within  three  or  four  years  to  give  equal 
rights  to  the  conquered  and  run  the  risk 
of  allowing  them  to  be  the  governing  force 
in  the  conquered  territory.  He  did  not 
thmk  the  Government  had  acted  with 
that  statesmanship  with  which  they 
had  been  credited ;  it  would  have  been 
more  statesmanlike  if  they  had  deferred 
for  some  time  this  responsible  Govern- 
ment, instead  of  throwing  all  the  forces  of 
disorder  in  the  Transvaal  into  the  melting 
pot.  This  was  not  the  time  for  experi- 
ments. They  had  heard  only  this 
year  from  some  responsible  leaders 
of  the  Boers  what  their  intentions  really 
were.      He    noticed    from    the    speech 


was  a  great  future  for  land  settle- 
ment in  South  Africa.  There  was 
a  great  future  in  the  Transvaal  for 
land  settlement,  and  he  rejoiced  to  have 
heard  from  the  Under-Secretary  that  the 
Government  had  recognised  its  import- 
ance by  their  method  of  dealing 
with  it  in  framing  the  Constitu- 
tion. That  was  a  matter  for  great 
congratulation.  There  was  to  be  a 
land  commissioner  appointed  to  oarry 
out  a  scheme  of  land  settlement,  and 
they  were  further  told  on  the  autho- 
rity of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
that  the  money  which  came  in  as  repay- 
ment from  the  scheme  of  land  settlement 
could  be  again  used  for  making  further 
loans  in  connection  with  the  scheme. 
They  felt  that  the  Government  had  done 
well  in  taking  this  course;  it  would 
gain  for  them  the  approval  of  a  consider- 
able number  in  this  country  as  well  as  in 
South  Africa.  In  conclusion,  he  desired 
to  say  that  if  he  did  not  feel  that  the 
scheme  which  the  Government  an- 
nounced gave  security  for  British 
institutions  in  the  future,  he,  notwith- 
standing the  loyalty  he  had  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  fideUty  with  which  he  was 
anxious  to  serve  it,  woidd  have  voted 
against  it.  But  feeling  that  the  pro- 
posals put  forward  were  just  and  states 
manlike,  he  could  support  the  Government 
with  great  confidence,  because  they  bad 
recognised  the  claims  of  the  Boers  without 
forgetting  that  the  British  had  a  right  to 
demand  that  in  this  Constitution  there 
should  be  security  for  British  institutions. 

Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) 
complained  that  the  House  was  asked 
to  discuss  a  subject  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  Empire,  namely,  the 
Constitution  outlined  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  without  the  material  upon 
which  to  discuss  it,  and  it  was  im- 
possible that  it  could  under  these  circum- 
stances be  discussed  adequately.  It 
was  most  unfortunate  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  so  hastily  brought 
forward  this  proposal  without  either 
giving  themselves  sufficient  time  to  con- 
sider it  or  the  House  to  debate  it.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  and  those 
who  sat  with  him  objected  to  responsible 
government  being  given  now.  When 
they  sat  on  the  other  side  the  un- 
derstanding was  that  responsible  govern- 

Mr.  Bu/us  Isaacs. 
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trusted  that  his  forebodings  would  not 
oome  to  pass,  but  he  thought  the 
Government  were  running  considerably 
greater  risk  than  if  they  had  refrained 
from  giving  responsible  government  for 
some  little  time  longer.  The  responsi- 
bility would  be  upon  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  the  Opposition  would 
refuse  to  take  any  part  in  it  at  all.  He 
was  afraid  that  the  policy  which  the 
Government  had  adopted  would  result  in 
alienating  their  friends  in  the  effort  to 
make  others. 

*Me.  EVERETT  (Suffolk,  Woodbridge) 
desired  most  heartily  to  thank  the 
Government  for  their  proposal  at  once  to 
give  full  and  complete  self-government 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  Houth 
African  Republic.  He  was  glad  that 
there  was  to  oe  no  gerrymandering,  for  the 
benefit  of  any  race  or  interest,  but  full, 
complete  self-government,  based  on  man- 
hood suffrage,  and  equal  electoral  districts. 
It  was  only  by  treating  the  inhabitants 
thus  that  permanent  contentment  and 
loyalty  could  be  hopefully  looked  for. 
What  were  the  facts  of  the  situation  1 
We  had  destroyed  and  annexed  by  the 
sword  two  free  repubUcs  of  white  men 
in  South  Africa,  which,  only  eight  years 
ago,  were  full  of  contentment  and 
prosperity.  There  was  no  better  governed 
State  anywhere  than  the  Orange  Free 
State,  and  no  more  prosperous  country 
than  the  Transvaal.  Men  could  go 
there  and  make  fortunes  more  quickly 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  and 
working  men  could  obtain  employment 
there  at  higher  wages  than  anywhere 
else.  What  had  brought  to  an  end 
that  contentment  and  prosperity  'i 
Why,  an  awful  war  which  had  its  origin 
in  a  wicked  conspiracy  fomented  by 
men  of  immense  riches  in  South  Africa, 
of  which  conspiracy  the  infamous  Raid 
was  a  part,  and  at  which  they  had  reason 
to  believe  the  late  Government  connived. 
This  was  what  brought  on  the  cruel  war, 
which  ended  in  the  overthrow  of  the  two 
Republics  after  the  most  wonderful  fight 
for  their  liberties  that  the  world  had  ever 
seen.  For  nearly  three  years  these 
people,  descendants  of  the  Huguenots  and 
of  the  Dutch  who  made  such  a  stand 
against  the  tyranny  of  Spain  and  Franco 
two  centuries  ago — men  of  the  best  blood 
in  Europe — though  under  half  a  million, 


deUvered  by  Mr.  Smuts  on  the  23rd  March 
at  Pretoria  that  he  believed  that  the 
British  would  have  no  chance  of  securing 
a  majority  in  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment if  voters  rather  than  population 
were  taken  as  the  basis  of  representation. 
He  thought  that  showed  that  directly 
responsible  government  was  given  bitter 
Party  feeling  would  develop,  and  it 
would  take  the  line  of  cleavage  between 
Britons  and  Boers.    Mr.  Smuts  said — 

"  Our  clnimfl  are  coiMulered  unfair  ami  nn- 
reasooable,  but  we  inxvit  upon  them  witli  tiie 
object  of  getting  a  majority  in  the  Tranavaal 
P^likm«uc  and  ruling  the  country." 

It  was  obvious  from  that  what  the  Boers 
would  strike  for.  In  the  face  of  such  a 
statement  it  was  not  judicious  on  our 
part  to  grant  reaponsible  government, 
and  thus  give  Mr.  Smuts  the  chance  of 
realising  his  ideal.  The  treatment  of  the 
South  African  Colonies  would  affect 
other  Colonies  indirectly,  and  it  was  not 
improbable  that  such  Colonies  as  AustraUa 
and  Canada  would  feel  the  reflection  of  our 
action  in  the  Transvaal,  especially  if  it 
tamed  out  that  Mr.  Smuts'  ideals  were 
fulfilled.  Mr.  Smut^  went  on  to  say  that 
it  would  be  thefr  business  when  elected 
to  assist  to  restore  to  their  positions  in 
the  police  and  other  Departments  the 
ex-officiala  who  were  employed  under 
the  late  Republic.  Great  Britain  had 
had  old  Civil  servants  appointed  under 
Lord  Milner's  Government  who  had 
served  this  country  well,  and  were  they 
going  to  sanction  responsible  govern- 
ment for  the  Transvaal  when  one  of  the 
objects  aimed  at  would  be  to  displace 
the  old  Civil  servants  and  put  in  their 
places  officials  who  were  of  the  late  Mr. 
Kmger's  way  of  thinking?  What  was 
worse  in  regard  to  this  question  was  the 
probability  that  the  whole  -  hearted 
British  official  would  be  turned  out 
while  the  opportunist  who  was  ready 
to  face  both  ways  would  be  retained  in 
the  public  service.  If  responsible 
government  resulted  in  a  Boer  majority, 
all  those  things  might  happen,  and  they 
m'ght  not  have  happened  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  waited  a  little  longer.  The 
racial  feeling  of  which  he  had  spoken 
would  have  been  much  less,  and  the 
moment  they  set  fire  to  the  tinder  of 
racial  feeling  by  taking  this  enormously 
important  action  they  would  give  rise  to 
the  most  disquieting  apprehension.    He 
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man,  woman  and  child  all  told,  had  stood 
up  against  the  might  of  the  fifty  millions 
of  England  and  her  colonies.  For  nearly 
three  years  these  brave  farmers  stood  up 
against  the  might  of  our  arms,  and  at  last 
were  only  overcome,  not  in  fighting,  but 
by  the  destruction  of  their  means  of  sub- 
sistence, by  the  systematic  burning  down 
of  their  homesteads,  the  destroying  of 
their  crops,  and  the  laying  of  the  whole 
country  waste,  as  had  been  done  by  the 
armies  of  no  civilised  nation  for  three 
centuries.  We  said  that  we  sought  no 
gold  and  that  we  desired  no  territory, 
but  false  to  those  words  we  had  seized 
the  goldfields  and  had  annexed  the 
territory. 

The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  called  the 
hon.  Member  to  ordei,  stating  that  they 
were  dealing  with  the  Colonial  Office  Vote 
and  present  circumstances.  The  hon. 
Member  was  going  too  far  back. 

♦Mk.  EVERETT,  continuing,  said  the 
present  grew  out  of  the  past.  We 
were  presented  with  the  problem  of 
how  we  could  best  restore  contentment 
and  prosperity  to  those  conquered  and 
devastated  regions  and  bring  the  gallant 
defenders  of  the  country  into  amicable 
unity  with  the  British  inhabitants  who 
dwelt  with  them.  The  only  possible 
way  was  that  which  the  GoTemment 
was  proposing  to  adopt — ^that  of  giving 
them  the  same  constitutional  freedom, 
the  same  equal  rights,  the  same  perfect 
self-government  that  they  enjoyed  under 
their  own  republics.  There  was  no 
other  way  by  which  those  brave  and 
gallant  men  could  be  made  happy  and 
contented  again  in  the  land  of  which  we 
had  robbed  them.  We  could  not  undo 
the  past — he  would  to  God  we  could — 
but  let  us  make  the  only  repara- 
tion in  our  power  by  restoring  to 
them  the  full  freedom  they  enjoyed 
when  they  were  members  of  repubfics, 
with  the  substitution  of  our  King  as 
their  paramonnt  head.  There  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  when  they  found 
they  could  enjoy  as  much  freedom 
under  the  British  Crown  as  they  enjoyed 
under  their  own  several  republics  they 
would  settle  down  with  Englishmen 
and  strive  with  them  to  lift  up  the 
coimtry  out  of  its  dire  distress  and 
make  it  again  one  of  the  happiest  lands  on 

Mr.  Ererttt. 


God's  earth.  He  thanked  the  Govern- 
ment for  its  purpose  to  give  at  once  and 
completely  full,  honest,  free,  self-govern- 
ment, to  these  brave  men  whom  we  had 
so  cruelly  wronged  in  the  recent  war,  into 
which  wo  had  been  drawn  by  unscrupulous 
and  designing  covetous  men. 

*Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme)    said    that  what    they  had    to 
consider  in   regard    to   these  proposals 
was  what  the  results  were  likely  to  be  to 
South  Africa,  and  how  in  framing  the 
Constitution   they   could    ensure    those 
results  being  satisfactory  not  only  to  South 
Africa  but  also  to  this  country.  He  would 
like  the  Committee  to  consider  an  alterna- 
tive.     Everybody    had    assumed    that 
by    gerrymandering    the   constituencies 
or  the  franchise  they  could  get  a  British 
majority      or    a     moderate     majority 
in  South  Africa.    The  figures  that  had 
been  published  upon  this   subject  were 
wholly   illusive.    When   the    census    of 
1904   was   taken   there   was   no   means 
of  deciding  whether  a  man  was  a  Briton 
or  a  Boer,  and  the  only  way  in  which 
the  figures  had  been  arrived  at  was  by 
going  through  the  names  and  judging 
whether  the  persons  bearing  iho^e  names 
v\ere   likely  to    be    British    or    Boer. 
There    were    scores    of    Boer    families 
in  the  Transvaal  bearing  British  namer, 
but  they  belonged  to  tiie  Dutch  race. 
A   large    number,   too,  of    tJiose    with 
British  names  would  at  the  next  election 
vote  against  the  capitalist  Party  because 
thoy  wore  very  suspicious  of  tiie  Pro- 
gressives and  of  anyone  connected  with 
the  Chamber  of  Mines.    The  uninitiated 
man  in  the  Transvaal  was  apt  to  think 
that  his  country  had  been  governed  for 
the  last  four  years  by  the  Progressive 
Party  and  that  Government  had  been 
associated  with  the  worst  depression  South 
Africa   had   ever   known.    It  was   im 
possible  for  any  country  to  suffer  such 
depression  without  the  Government  be- 
coming impopular.    There  could  only  be 
one  result  of  all  this  and  it  was  that 
Het  Yolk  would  be  returned  with  an 
enormous    majority.      No    amount     of 
altering  the  basis  of  the  franchise  could 
alter  the  fact  that  at  the  next  election 
the   Transvaal   would   return   a   Dutch 
majority.  Under  these  ciicumstances  how 
were  the  Government  going  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  Briti&h  ?  He  should  like 
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to  say  a  word  as  to  the  Boei  view 
in  regard  to  Chinese  labour.  The 
Dutch  had  the  good  old-fashioned 
piejndice  of  letuining  the  most 
wealthy  members  of  their  con- 
etitnencies  to  represent  them,  and 
naturally  they  were  most  interested 
in  keeping  up  the  mines.  Therefore, 
they  could  not  rely  on  such  represen- 
tatives taking  anything  but  a  very  narrow 
capitalist  interest  in  the  future 
of  the  mine3,  because  their  own 
private  interests  would  be  in  the 
direction  of  the  development  of 
the  mines.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  Boer  leaders  had  not 
pat  forward  their  opposition  to 
Chinese  labour  on  the  same  grounds 
as  the  people  of  this  coimtry:  their 
opposition  arose  on  account  of  the  outrages 
committed  on  the  Band.  Consequently, 
when  they  got  into  power,  they  would 
make  the  restrictions  on  the  Chinese 
greater  than  they  were  at  the  present 
time,  and  control  them  more  in  the 
manner  of  the  Kimberley  compounds. 
And  how  would  they  deal  with  the  great 
danger  of  secession  ?  The  Boers  would 
look  upon  the  British  as  the  people  who 
had  devastated  their  country,  and  left 
them  without  any  roofs  to  shelter  their 
families.  They  would  begin  by  federating 
with  the  Orange  River  and  Cape  Colonies 
—not  Natal — and  the  further  step — 
•ecession — might  naturally  follow.  There- 
icre  the  Home  must  take  into  considera- 
tion the  chance  of  the  Boers  seceding 
gain.  If  they  did  secede  would  the  British 
fight  them  again  or  not  ?  The  Govern- 
ment should  make  up  their  minds  upon 
this  question  now.  He  would  try  to 
show  what  the  result  of  secession  would 
be.  A  good  ndany  hon.  Members  sitting 
on  the  Ministerial  side  were  frequently 
taunted  with  Majuba  Hill  during  the 
election.  The  Liberal  Party  had  lived 
it  down,  but  Majuba  was  not  good  for  the 
Liberal  Party.  After  the  war  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  borrowed  £35,000,000 
snd  this  country  guai^teed  the  interest. 
Of  course,  the  Boers  had  no  voice  in  the 
borrowing  of  that  money,  or  in  the  way 
it  was  spent.  Part  of  it  went  to  the 
British  settlers,  another  part  to  the 
natives,  and  some  of  it  was  spent  on 
pabUc  works,  and  he  thought  the  latter 
bad  been  ill  spent.  Over  £2,000,000  of 
that  sum   went   to   purchase   land    for 


British  subjects  to  settle  upon.  Under 
those  circumstances  how  could  we 
expect  the  Boers  to  regard  very  seriously 
the  obligation  of.  paying  interest  upon 
that  loan  ?  When  a  South  American 
State  repudiated  its  debts,  it  had  a  very 
evil  future  before  it,  because  nobody 
would  lend  it  any  money.  But  the 
case  was  far  different  with  the  Trans- 
vaal. The  result  of  all  this  would  be 
that  the  British  taxpayer  in  the  end 
would  have  to  pay  the  interest  on  that 
loan.  He  would  like  to  ask  how  far 
we  were  going  to  allow  a  bare  majority 
in  any  Colony  to  secede,  and  endanger 
the  interests  of  a  large  body  of  loyal 
British  ?  If  a  majority  of  the  British  in- 
deed wished  to  secede  and  set  up  on  their 
own  account  and  be  free  from  any  connec- 
tion with  the  Mother  country,  there  would 
be  no  hesitation  in  bidding  them  Qod 
speed.  But  were  we  justified  in 
sajnng  to  any  South  African  Colony, 
where  there  was  a  large  Brit'sh 
population  which  objected  to  leave 
the  Mother  country,  "  Go  and  do 
as  you  like  1 "  Were  we  justified  in 
handing  over  British  interests  and 
British  subjects  to  the  Boers  1  He  did 
not  think  that  would  be  fair.  We 
should  not  willingly  repeat  1881  in 
1911.  We  had  supplied  to  the  railway 
companies  there  an  enormous  number  of 
British  railway  servants.  Were  we  to 
allow  these  men  to  be  deprived  of  their 
work  simply  because  they  were  British  1 
He  thought  it  was  our  duty  to  look 
after  these  people.  Were  we  to  allow 
the  schoolteachers,  nurses,  post  office 
servants  and  all  that  vast  number  of 
British  emigrants  to  lose  nil  they  possessed 
and  to  be  turned  out  of  the  country  to 
which  they  went  under  British  pro- 
tection ' 


Mr.    LUPTON: 
pensate  them. 


We    should    com- 


*Mb.  WEDGWOOD  said  we  could 
never  compensate  any  one  who  had 
been  in  South  Africa  for  having  to  leave 
that  country,  and  there  was  a  risk 
of  that  happening  under  present 
circumstances.  How  could  it  best  be 
avoided  ?  He  believed  that  the  nominated 
second  Chamber  would  do  very  well  for 
the  present,  but  it  was  only  a  temporary 
Second  Chamber,  and  we  had  to  look 
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farther  afield  than  five  years  if  we  were 
finally  to  unite  South  Africa  to  the 
British  Empire.  The  first  step  had 
been  taken  that  day  in  manhood  suffrage. 
He  was  quite  certain  that  one  way  of 
securing  South  Africa  for  ever  was  to 
stop  the  present  division  of  society  in 
South  Africa  between  Briton  and  Boer. 
Manhood  suffrage  would  do  that  in  time. 
At  present  they  had  no  British  unskilled 
labour  in  South  Africa  and  very  little 
Boer  unsldlled  labour.  They  would 
have  to  wait  a  few  years  before  they 
got  a  Party  that  was  not  a  mere 
race  Party.  There  was  one  Party 
only  which  was  truly  international 
and  paid  no  attention  to  anyone's 
country  of  origin,  and  that  was  the 
Socialist  Party.  If  they  could  start  a 
powerful  Socialist  Party  in  the  Transvaal 
we  would  then  have  that  country 
united  to  the  British  Empire.  It  might 
perhaps  sound  strange  to  say  that ;  but 
if  we  could  wipe  out  the  question  of 
Briton  and  Boer,  and  substitute  any 
other  division  of  political  Parties,  we 
should  set  up  once  and  for  all  a  healthy 
instead  of  an  unhealthy  division  in 
politics  in  that  country.  If  this  second 
Chamber,  which  was  to  form  part  of  the 
Constitution,  was  to  be  nominated  in 
South  Africa  ive  should  have  there 
in  miniature  a  copy  of  the  lower 
Chamber.  He  therefore  strongly  urged 
on  the  (Government  that  they  should 
nominate  the  second  Chamber  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  it  should  consist  to  a 
certain  ext«itof  English  people  represent- 
ing our  interests  there,  and  that  they 
should  be  sent  out  to  South  Africa.  He 
believed  that  they  would  soon  acclimatise 
themselves  to  South  African  conditions, 
and  that  they  would  carry  the  necessary 
weight  with  the  people  of  this  country.  We 
should  thereby  secure  not  only  a  satisfac- 
tory solution  of  the  Chinese  labour  ques- 
tion, but  also  better  treatment  for  the 
natives  and  for  the  British  Indians.  If  we 
could  send  out,  for  example,  two  Members 
of  the  Labour  Party  to  represent  the 
interests  of  labour,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tyneside  to  represent  the  interests  of 
the  natives  of  South  Africa,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Leeds  to  represent  the 
interest  of  British  Indians,  he  believed 
that  the  capitalists  or  the  Randlords 
might  have  a  bad  quarter  of  an  hour, 
but  he  would  like  to  see  the  healthy 
Mr.  Wedgwood, 


indignation  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tyneside  when  he  found  that  the 
railway  servants  or  other  EngUshmcn 
were  dismissed  or  penalised  simply 
because  they  came  from  England.  He 
believed  the  House  could  rely  on  any  men 
they  liked  to  send  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  British  people  and 
also  of  the  natives.  They  would 
have  a  safeguard  in  South  Africa 
for  all  they  wanted  whatever  Party 
was  in  power  there.  The  Government 
of  South  Africa  was  concerned  not 
only  with  the  questions  of  Chmese 
labour  and  of  the  natives,  but  also 
with  the  keeping  of  the  country  open 
as  an  outlet  for  emigration  of  our 
own  people  at  home.  If  the  second 
Chamber  was  nominated  here  the 
Government  should  be  careful  not  to 
make  a  second  House  of  Lords,  but 
to  make  the  second  Chamber  representa- 
tive rather  of  the  grades  of  society 
not  represented  in  the  elected  Chamber. 
It  should  be  representative  of  British 
Indians  and  of  poor  people  who  went 
out  there  from  this  country. 

*Mr.  MOLTENO  (Dumfries-shire)  said  it 
was  mevitablethat  the  Liberal  Partyshould 
differ  from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  upon  this  question.  On 
the  Minsterial  side  of  the  House  they  were 
the  heirs  and  trustees  of  the  great  Liberal 
traditions  of  freedom  and  self-government, 
and  under  their  auspices  self-government 
had  been  extended  over  an  enormous 
area  of  the  world.  The  object  of  our 
country  had  been  to  seek  not  profit  in 
the  government  of  those  distant  de- 
pendencies, but  only  the  good  of  the 
dependencies.  The  Liberals  of  to-day 
should  act  in  a  manner  worthy  of  that 
great  tradition.  He  deured  t>  examine 
the  problem  of  the  new  Constitution 
in  the  light  of  our  Colonial  history.  There 
were  three  periods  in  that  history.  In 
the  first  the  American  Colonies  were  free 
to  govern  themselves,  subject  only  to  our 
commercial  system,  and  without  any 
interference  whatever.  They  defended 
themselves  and  paid  for  their  defence  in 
the  Seven  Years  War.  In  the  second 
period  we  began  to  tamper  with  that  self- 
government,  and  the  result  was  that  we 
lost  the  American  Colonies.  W^e  at- 
tempted to  govern  those  that  remained 
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Wakefield.  To  give  representative 
institutioiu,  lie  said,  without  responsible 
never  iment  was  very  much  like 
lighting  a  fire  in  a  room  with  the 
chimney  closed ;  how  long  it  woidd 
last  depended  on  the  strength  of  the  fire. 
There  was  no  constitutional  authority  in 
favour  of  a  policy  of  that  kind.  He 
contended  that  all  Colonial  history  showed 
that  the  nominative  principle  had  been  a 
constant  cause  of  conflict  between  the 
Mother  country  and  the  Colonies.  It 
had  nearly  brought  the  Cape  Colony  to  a 
rebellion.  When  the  Cape  Constitution 
was  given  in  1854,  nomination  was  so 
distasteful  that  the  Chief  Justice,  Sir 
James  Wylde,  reported  that  it  was 
impossible  to  use  it  for  the  Upper 
Chamber.  His  advice  was  followed,  and 
the  Upper  Chamber  was  made  elective. 
Again,  a  nominated  Executive  kept  the 
Cape  in  a  state  of  unrest,  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  of  decay ;  and  it  was  finally 
abolished  in  1872.  Further,  a  nominated 
Executive  and  Council  brought  Qriqua- 
land  West  to  rebellion  in  1875.  In 
1877,  when  we  took  over  the  Transvaal, 
self-government  was  promised,  but  was 
not  given ;  and  instead  a  nominated 
Council  and  Executive  were  appointed. 
The  result  was  that  in  a  few  years  that 
Colony  was  in  a  state  of  rebellion.  He 
believed  that  if  we  had  given  responsible 
self-government  to  the  Transvaal  in 
1877,  there  would  never  have  been  the 
rebellion  and  subsequent  war.  Were 
the  Liberal  Gk)vernment  going  to  repeat 
the  error  of  that  day  ?  The  Liberal 
Party  had  condemned  the  policy  of  the 
Conservative  Government,  and  had  urged 
the  adoption  of  a  different  principle ;  and 
therefore  they  should  guard  against 
repeating  the  errors  of  the  Liberal 
Party  in  1881,  which  did  not  grant  the 
self-government  often  promised  to  the 
Transvaal.  In  all  climes,  under  the 
snows  of  Canada,  in  torrid  Australia,  in 
New  Zealand,  and  in  South  Africa, 
wherever  Englishmen  were  found,  nomin- 
ated officials  brought  about  the  same 
results ;  while  complete  self-government 
had  brought  order  and  loyalty  out  of 
chaos  and  discontent  in  all  these  Colonies. 
It  had  been  entirely  successful  in  Cape 
Colony.    Sir  Henry  Barkly  reported — 

"  Renponsible  government  had  the  im- 
mediate effect  of  sabstituting  a  aingle  strong 
gaTeming  power  for  the  dual  forces  of  the 

2  D 


:and  those  subsequently  acquired  through 
a  central  London  bureau  and  an  agency 
<m  the  spot.    We  were  rudely  awakened 
•to    the    folly    of   that    policy,    by    the 
Tehellion  in   Canada   wmch  led  to  the 
'policy  of  responsible  government    and 
igradually    to     free     government     being 
-concened,     thus     forming     the     third 
period.       In    the    Constitution    which 
the    right    hon.    and     learned    Gentle- 
man   ^e    Member    for    St.     Gorge's. 
Hanover  Square,  proposed  for  the  South 
African  Colonies  he  went  back  to  the  worst 
7>eriod  of  our  CJolonial  history ;  he  took 
•the  Constitution  which  brought  Canada 
ito  rebellion,  and  thought  that  by  means 
■of  that  form  of  government  he  was  going 
(to  bring  peace  and  prosperity  to  South 
Africa.     It  was    a    Constitntion  which 
■contained   providisns   for   a    nominated 
Speaker,    a  nominated   Executive,    and 
nominated     Members.       Our     Colonial 
lustoiy   showed  that  everyone  of  those 
conditions     had     been     the    cause     of 
■conflict  between  the  Mother  country  and 
one    or    othe-    of    the     seli-g)verning 
Colonies.     The  right  hon.  and    learned 
Member     had    quoted    Lord    Durham 
in    support    of    his    view.       He    was 
indeed  astonished    to  hear  him   quote 
liiat  portion  of  Lord  Durham's  statement, 
because  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gtentle- 
joah  |had   had   any   knowledge   of   our 
'Colonial,  history  he  would  have  known 
that  Lord   Durham   had   two   policies. 
"One  was  to  give  the  utmost  freedom 
and  self-government,  and  the  other  was 
to  destroy  the  French  nationality.     The 
second   policy   entirely   failed    and    had 
to  be  abandoned.    In  regard  to  the  ether. 
Lord    Durham  said    of  Crown    Colony 
government  in  Canada — 

"It  is  diffioolt  to  anderstand  honr  any 
Eoglish  StateKinsn  coald  have  imogiued  that 
representative  and  irresponiible  Goyemment 
-coold  be  anccessfnlly  combined." 

At  this  period  of  our  history  it  would  be 
a  retrograde  step  to  go  back  to  that 
policy.  As  Lord  Durham  very  well 
pcnnted  out — 

"  The  Crown  mast  submit  to  the  necessary 
comequences  o(  representative  institutions ; 
and  if  it  is  to  carry  on  the  Goveroment  in 
QDigon  with  a  representative  body  it  mast 
content  to  carry  it  on  by  means  of  those  in 
irfaomthat  representative  body  has  confidence," 

He  would  also  remind  the  right  hon.  and 

learned  Gentleman  of  what  was  said  by 

another  great  authority,  Edward  Gibbon 

VOLCLXIL    [Fourth  Sbbiks.1 
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Executive  and  Legislature,  which  were  before 
as  often  aa  not  exerted  in  opposite  directions. 
Responsible  government  promises,  aa  I  antici- 
pated, to  anglicise  the  Colony.  The  Second 
Keoding  of  the  Bill  to  permit  free  testamentary 
disposition  passed  the  other  day  by  an  enor- 
mous majority  in  the  Assembly.  The  Govern- 
ment Railway  Bill  anthorising  an  expenditure 
of  nearly  £6,000,000  in  constructing  nearly  800 
miles  of  railway  was  read  a  second  time 
unanimously.  A  few  yean  ago  both  would 
have  been  objected  to  aa  dangerous  devices  of 
the  Governor." 

Coming  to  a  later  period,  Sir  Bftrtle 
Frere  said — 

"After  a  long  series  of  dislocating  Kaffir 
wars,  the  English  Government  resolved '  that 
the  system  of  allowing  colonial  mana^ment 
of  colonial  affairs  to  grow  and  develop,  instead 
of  being  ruled  from  England ,  should  oe  practi- 
cally tried.  The  plan  nas  answered  fairly  in 
other  far-separated  Colonies.  Ii  has  been  for 
eight  years  only  in  operation  at  the  Cape.  I 
believe  it  has  answered  still  better  there  than 
in  Canada  or  Australia. 

Bir  Hercules  Robinson  pointed  out  that 
there  were  three  contending  forces  in 
South  Africa — Imperialism,  self-govern- 
ment, and  Bepublicanism — and  that  the 
only  means  of  preserving  the  British  Em- 
pire in  that  part  of  the  world  was  by  grant- 
mg  self-government.  The  grant  of  self- 
government  in  the  Cape  Colony  had 
brought  progress  and  contentment  and 
good  relations  between  the  Dutch  and  the 
British — ^between  the  white  and  the 
black.  The  Constitution  there  knew  no 
colour ;  and  it  was  unfortunate  that  we 
could  not  have  the  same  throughout 
South  Africa  owing  to  the  Yereeniging 
Terms.  It  would  have  been  better  for 
all  the  races  in  South  Africa  had  it  been 
open  to  the  Government  to  give  the 
same  wide  and  liberal  Constitution  which 
had  been  given  to  Cape  Colony.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  the  Under-Secretary  say  that 
the  Government  had  provided  for  reser- 
vations \mtil  the  franchise  should  be  given 
to  all  coloured  and  native  races.  They 
had  been  told  of  the  dire  results  which 
would  follow  from  the  Dutch  majority 
in  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River 
Colony;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
the  Cape  Colony  there  had  always  been 
a  Dutch  majority,  and  no  dire  results  had 
followed  from  it.  The  granting  of 
self-government  and  equal  institutions 
had  led  there  to  the  eSacement  of  racial 
trouble,  as  it  had  done  in  Canada  and 
Louisiana.  Who  were  these  Boera  ? 
Were  they  not  worthy  partners  for  us  ? 
Mr.  Molteno. 


They  were  a  stalwart  race,  with  a  great 
record  in  Europe.  They  had  faced  and 
resisted  the  two  Empires  of  Spain  and 
France  under  Louis  XIV.  They  ware- 
great  in  civic  virtues,  in  law,  art,  and  com- 
merce. Had  they  lost  their  virtues  in 
Africa?  Sir  B.  Durban  said  "No"; 
he  could  quote  many  other  authorities  as 
to  their  character  but  would  only  now 
refer  to  the  fact  that  The  Timet 
"  History  of  the  War"  stated  that— 

"  The  Dutch  were  a  race  who  defended  their 
'homes  and  property  witli  a  bravery  and  re- 
>8onrce  which  haid  rightly  won  the  aamiration 
i of  the  world." 

He  was  glad  of  this  tribute  to  the  Dutch, 
for  it  would  go  far  to  reconcile  the  races 
in  South  Africa.  He  knew  that  the  best 
Dutch  appreciated  the  best  Englishmen. 
He  knew  of  no  English  gentleman  wh» 
had  been  brought  into  contact  with 
Dutchmen  in  South  Africa  who  did  not 
respect  them.  He  knew  himself  that  there 
was  mutual  respect  and  mutual  admira- 
tion between  the  two  races  in  Cape 
Colony  which  he  hoped  would  be  extended 
to  the  whole  of  South  Africa.  The  Cape 
was  free,  and,  because  free  it  was  loyaL 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  and  Mr.  Reid  of  New 
South  Wales  attributed  the  loyalty  of 
Canada  and  Australia  to  the  complete 
concession  of  self-government.  Why 
should  that  precedent  not  be  fol- 
lowed in  South  Africa  ?  Our  late 
trouble  was  due  to  not  allowing  self- 
government  free  play.  The  Cape  and 
Natal  had  protested  against  force  and 
war ;  and  no  other  Colonies  would  have 
stood  the  interference  we  tried  with  the 
Dutch  States.  Our  periods  of  active 
interference  had  always  been  disastrous 
to  ourselves,  and  to  South  Africa,  as  they 
had  been  in  Canada.  And  why  1  Be- 
cause we  could  not  interfere  wisely  in^a 
distant  country.  Lord  Durham  had: 
pointed  out  that — 

"  The  complete  and  unavoidable  ignoiaoce- 
in  which  the  British  public  and  even  the 
great  body  of  the  legislators  are  with  resperv 
to  the  real  interests  of  distant  communities  so 
entirely  difl'erent  from  their  own  produces  a 
general  indifference  which  nothing  but  some 
great  Colonial  ciisis  ever  dispels, and  resiwosi- 
bility  to  Parliament  or  to  the  public  opinion 
of  Great  Britain  would,  except  on  these  great 
and  rare  exceptions,  be  positively  miacbievoos- 
if  it  were  not  impossible. 

He  would  remind  the  House  that 
Lord  Durham  had  considered  the  policy 
of  retaining  Canada  by  force  and  the? 
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policy  of  conceding  self-government,  and  I 
that  he  came  to  the  concluwon   which 
events  have  since  amply  justified,  viz., 
that— 

"Men  hare  not  mdalge<1  in  vain  the  hope 
that  there  b  a  power  in  British  institutions  to 
rectify  existing  evils,  and  to  produce  in  their 
{dace  the  well-being  which  no  dominion  coajd 

S've.  It  is  not  in  the  terrors  of  the  law,  or  in 
e  might  of  our  armies,  that  the  seonre  and 
honoiuable  bund  of  connection  is  to  be  foond. 
It  exists  in  the  beneficial  operations  of  those 
British  institutions  which  link  the  utmost 
development  of  freedom  and  civilisation  with 
the  staple  anthority  of  an  hereditary  monarchy 
•od  which,  if  rightly  organised  and  fully 
administered  in  the  Colonies  &s  in  Great 
Britain,  would  render  a  change  of  institntions 
only_  an  addilionel  evil  in  the  loss  of  the  pro- 
tection and  commerce  of  the  British  Empire. 

He  (Mr.  Molteno)  believed  that 
British  institutions  would  bring  about 
the  same  results  in  South  Africa.  What 
could  the  Dutch  hope  for  under  British 
institutions  ;  what  Lord  Elgin,  the  father 
of  the  present  Colonial  Secretary,  hoped 
for  the  French  to  have  in  Canada  when 
he  said — 

"Let  them  feel  that  their  religion,  their 
habits,  their  prepossessions,  their  prejudices  if 
you  will,  are  more  considered  and  respected 
here  than  in  other  portions  of  this  vast  con- 
tinent, and  who  will  Tentnre  to  say  that  the 
last  hand  which  waves  the  British  flag  on 
American  ground  may  not  be  that  of  a  French 
Canadian?" 

What  closer  relation  could  there  be 
between  two  brothos,  and  yet  a  parent 
often  interfered  and  destroyed  good 
relations.  So  it  was  with  two  nationali- 
ties and  two  parties.  He  was  glad  to  say 
that  the  Governors  of  our  Colonies  were 
now  always  instructed  to  keep  themselves 
apart  boia  parties  and  local  politics ; 
and  wherever  that  had  been  done  they 
had  been  successful,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  bring  about  the  same  results 
in  South  Africa.  They  had  heard  a 
good  deal  in  recent  years  of  loyalty  and 
disloyalty,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Membier  for  Croydon  said  that  a  short 
time  ago  that  he  and  his  Party  were 
special  friends  of  the  Cdonies. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-PORSTER  (Croydon) : 
I  never  said  that. 


*Hb.  molteno  said  he  understood  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  represent  that 
he  and  his  Party  were  specially  interested 
in  the  Colonies.  Then  again  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the    Member  for   West 


Birmingham   said     "the    Colonies    are 
with  me    to  a  man"  and  he  claimed 
credit  for  their  loyalty.    It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  loyalty  of  the  Colonies  was 
not  due  to  any  one  man  whom  the  shifting 
forces  of  politics  might  place   in  power 
for  a  time,  but  that  it  was  due  to  a  ^stem 
of    equal  laws  and  great  constitutional 
principles,  which  were  not  the  monopoly 
of  any  one  Party  but  were  the  growth  of 
ages  and  the  outcome  of  the  energy,activity' 
and  character,  as  they  were  the  glory,  of 
the  whole  British  people.    Such  loyalty 
we  have  in  Canada,  in  the  Cape  Colony 
and  in  other  Colonies,    and  he  believed 
that  by  similar  methods  we  could  secure 
it  in  South  Africa.    We  had  had  great 
crises  in  our  history.    By  denying  free- 
dom     we     lost     our     first     American 
Colonies,     by    conceding     it    we    had 
retained    Canada.      We    had    another 
crisis    to-day  to  meet  in  South  Africa, 
and  surely  it  would  be  a  glaring  mistake 
to  go  back  and    rely    on    those  dumb 
idols,  brute  force,  crafty  policy,  and  racial 
supremacy.    We   had    gone    through    a 
period  of  stress  and  storm  in  the  War  and 
we  must  now  allow  freedom  and  self- 
g;ovemment  to  flourish  once  more  in  a  land 
of  liberty.    No  exercise  of  force  could 
turn  a  Frenchman  or  a  Dutchman  into  an 
Englishman,  but  what  we  could  do  was 
by  generous  treatment  to  convert  them 
to    loyalty  to  the  institutions    of    our 
Empire.    The  constant  lesson  of  Colonial 
history   was   that    this   could    only  be 
obtained  by  the  grant  of  self-government, 
and  Lord  Elgin  would  add   to  a  name 
already    illustrious    a    higher     renown 
by  closing  a  dark  and  ill-omened  chapter 
in  our  history ;  by  giving  to  the  continent 
of  Southern  Africa  as  his  father  had  to 
that  of  Northern  America  the  supremo 
gift  of  equal    rights,    equal  privileges, 
equal  duties,   secured  to  all  its  varied 
innabitants  by  the  free  grant  of  an  un- 
grudging share  in  the  great  and  splendid 
liberties  of  our  own  unrivalled  constitu- 
tion. 

Mb.  ABNOLD-FORSTER  said  that 
what  the  people  of  this  country  wanted 
to  know  was  whether  the  Government 
had  considered  the  effect  of  their  poUcy 
on  the  all-important  question  —  the 
keeping  or  the  losing  of  South  Africa. 
Not  a  single  word  had  been  heard  that 
evening  from  any  Grovemment  speaker 

2  D  2 
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which  inspired  a  feeling  that  what 
they  were  about  to  do  would  operate 
in  favour  of  our  keeping  South  Africa. 
If  tho83  for  whom  he  spoke  could  help 
it  they  did  not  intend  to  lose 
South  Africa.  We  had  recently  been 
engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Boers 
and  he  did  not  suppose  the  Boers  were 
different  from  every  other  race.  If 
we  had  been  defeated  here  in  England 
three  years  ago,  and  the  enemy  had 
taken  our  country,  everyEnglishman  would 
grasp  at  the  first  opportunity  which 
presented  itself  to  regain  all  that  we  had 
lost.  It  was  quite  impossible  that  within 
three  years  all  the  passions  and  prejudices 
which  had  been  engendered  by  the 
conflict  could  have  been  eradicated. 
Supposing  it  should  happen  that  there 
was  a  Boer  majority  at  the  elections 
and  that  the  Boers  used  their  najority 
to  recover  all  they  had  lost,  what  protec- 
tion had  we  ?    None,  except  war  again. 

♦Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leit.  ester)  thought  it  appropriate  to 
express  his  disappointment  that  the 
disi-'ussion  of  such  varied  and  exten- 
sive materials  should  have  been  com- 
pressed into  one  day.  There  were  many 
Inportant  matters  with  regard  to  Natal, 
the  most  important  of  which  he  had 
called  attention  to  in  a  series  of  questions 
at  an  earlier  hour,  which,  however,  he 
had  no  time  to  discuss  now.  The  mind 
of  the  Committee  was  fixed  on  this 
question  of  the  Constitution,  and  upon 
that  he  proposed  to  speak.  He  agreed 
thoroughly  with  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Croydon  tiiat  if  they  could  find  a  guarantee 
that  the  granting  of  this  Constitution 
would  contribute  to  the  stabiUty  of  the 
Colony  they  would  not  be  opponents  to  it. 
The  question,  therefore,  was,  could  they 
in  their  minds  find  such  a  guarantee, 
fie  did  not  share  the  view  of  right 
hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  regard- 
ing the  question  of  the  Constitution 
for  the  Orange  River  Colony.  It 
might  be  perfectly  true  that  Sir 
Hamilton  Gould-Adams  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  the  Dutch  party  there, 
but  as  soon  as  they  gave  the  Transvaal 
self-government  they  placed  the  Orange 
River  Colony  in  a  position  of  inequality, 
and  demands  would  be  made  there 
for     self-government,     because     every 

Mr.  Arnold-Forder. 


day  self-government  was  carried  on  at 
Johannesburg  the  Orange  River  Colony 
was  being  insult  d  whilst  it  was  being 
governed  by  a  benevolent  dictator. 
He  did  not,  however,  understand  that 
a  Constitution  for  the  Orange  River 
Colony  was  to  be  long  postponed. 
He  would  like  to  know  how  long  it 
was  to  be  postponed. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  South 
Africa  Committee  have  not  yet  presented 
us  with  their  report  from  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  but  it  is  our  intention  to 
give  responsible  government  to  the 
Orange  River  Colony  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  and  in  such  a  way  as  to 
secure  fair  and  effective  representation  of 
all  classes  of  the  population. 

*Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
heartily  welcomed  that  statement.  He 
believed  profoundly  that  taking  the 
Dutch  in  both  colonies  into  our  con- 
fidence in  a  whole-hearted  way  would  not 
merely  retain  our  authority  in  South 
Africa,  but  would  make  it  much  more  real 
and  much  more  secure  than  it  was  at 
present.  He  wished  to  bring  before  the 
Committee  the  labour  view  of  the 
situation.  It  was  extremely  important 
for  the  Committee  to  remember  that 
parties  in  South  Africa  were  not  merely 
British  and  Dutch ;  that  they  were 
divided  even  more  by  economic  than 
by  racial  difierences,  and  he  hoped 
that  when  the  constituencies  were  being 
carved  out  very  great  care  would  be 
taken  that  the  boundaries  were  so  drawn 
that  the  labour  forces  on  the  Rand  would 
not  be  spUt  up  in  such  a  way  as  to 
render  labour  representation  practically 
impossible.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  manhood  suffrage  he  desired  to  join  in 
the  warning  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  not  upon 
the  merits  of  the  proposal,  but  in  reference 
to  the  position  of  the  native.  He  could 
not  conceive  anything  more  objeotionable 
than  one  standard  of  franchise  for  the 
white  man  and  another  for  the  coloured 
man.  The  one  effective  way  for  the 
natives  to  bring  their  influence  to  bear 
was  to  allow  them  to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  on  all  the  constituencies.  But  if 
the  whites  had  adult  suffrage,  he  was 
afraid  that  could  not  be  the  condition  of 
a    native    suffrage   as    well.      He    saw 
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that  the  basis  of  election  was  to  be 
the  voters'  list,  but  he  thought  that 
representation  should  be  on  the  basis  of 
population.  If  there  was  no  floating 
population  there  would  be  no  difference 
in  election  on  the  basis  of  the  voters' 
list  and  on  that  of  population.  If 
the  eeats  were  distributed  according  to 
the  numbers  on  the  voters'  list  that 
WO)  Id  give  an  undue  advantage  to  those 
people  who  had  simply  gone  to  exploit 
the  country.  He  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  every  labour  political 
association  had  pronounced  in  favour 
of  population.  It  had  been  suggested 
that  it  there  was  a  Dutch  majority 
in  the  Transvaal  a  great  many  things 
might  happen,  as  for  instance  that  the 
exclusively  English  character  of  the 
Civil  Service  would  be  altered,  or  that 
education  might  be  developed  on  the 
lines  that  Lord  Selbome  had  just  dis- 
covered to  be  the  right  lines.  But  what 
vas  wanted  at  Johannesburg  at  the 
present  time  was  a  wise  infusion  of 
Dutch  and  English  administrators  in  the 
same  offices,  and  until  we  had  that  we 
should  not  have  the  efficient  administra- 
tion which  all  desired.  When  we 
used  the  expression  British  and  Boer  it 
was  used  in  an  absolutely  meaningless 
sense.  What  was  "  British  "  in  South 
Africa  t  It  was  used  as  if  it  was  a  thing 
which  divided  the  population  sharply 
into  two  sections.  It  was  imagined 
that  there  was  no  substantial  co- 
operation between  Dutch  and  British, 
and  that  when  they  had  said  "Dutch" 
they  had  separated  one  section  of 
the  population  into  one  camp,  and 
when  they  had  said  "  British,"  they  had 
Mparated  the  other  section  into  another 
camp  equally  distinct.  When  they  said 
"  Britiflh,"  moveover,  they  imagined  they 
were  suggesting  something  not  merely 
racial  but  also  political  in  spirit.  There 
was  nothing  more  fallacious  and  absurd 
than  to  imagine  that  state  of  things  to 
exist.  At  tiie  last  by-election  in  Cape 
Colony  the  Dutch  party  was  championed 
hy  an  Englishman  bom  in  England,  and 
who,  being  a  Liberal  in  South  Africa, 
was  able  to  appeal  to  both  Dutch  and 
Etghsh  upon  pohtical  grounds  and  so 
got  the  EngUsh  and  Dutch  vote  as  well, 
his  opponent  also  getting  both.  If  they 
had  drawn  a  line  across  the  electorate 
they  would  have  found  Dutch  and  English 


on  one  side  and  Dutch  and  English  on 
the  other.  That  was  why  he  was  asking 
the  Committee  to  give  this  Constitu- 
tion with  all  its  risks,  beUeving  that 
only  by  granting  such  a  Constitution 
in  a  whole-hearted  and  generous  way 
they  could  lay  finally  and  decisively  the 
foundation  of  British  rule  in  South 
Africa.  One  word  more.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  had  stated 
that  fusion  had  gone  far  and  was 
going  on  well.  It  had.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  them  to  wait  until  it  had 
gone  still  further  before  giving  a  Con- 
stitution. If  he  (Mr.  Macdonald)  thought 
that  fusion  could  go  much  further  under 
existing  conditions  he  would  wait,  but  it 
could  not.  Fusion  had  gone  so  far 
because  the  offer  of  a  Constitution  had 
awakened  in  the  minds  of  the  Dutch 
leaders  a  genuine  pohtical  interest,  and 
the  more  they  raised  really  poUtioal 
questions  in  the  Transvaal  the  more 
would  pohtical  fusion  continue.  But 
without  a  good  old-fashioned  British 
Constitution  such  as  this  brought  in  by 
this  Liberal  Government  they  could  not 
rouse  the  genuine  political  interests 
which  would  eliminate  racial  instincts  . 
and  ultimately  give  a  united  South 
African  population  living  happily  and 
contentedly  under  the  Union  Jack. 

Mb.  a,  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  Lon- 
don) :  I  think  that  everybody  who  has 
Ustened  to  the  interesting  speech  just 
deUverod  would  take  the  view  that  it 
we  could  agree  with  the  estimate  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  has  formed 
of  the  results  of  the  poUcy  of  the 
Government  we  should  take  the  same 
sanguine  view  that  he  does.  But  the 
differences  which  separate  the  hon. 
Member  and  those  above  the  gangway 
are  not  in  the  ideal  we  have  formed  of 
what  the  future  of  South  Africa  should 
be,  but  simply  and  solely  in  the  methods 
by  which  that  common  aim  is  to  be 
attained,  that  goal  which  we  all  want 
to  be  reached  in  the  smallest  space  of 
time.  But  before  I  come  to  that  ques- 
tion I  must  say  some  words  upon 
another  matter,  which  has  been  dwelt 
on  by  the  Under-Secretary  and  with 
greater  emphasis  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  That 
right  hon.  Gentleman  reminded  us  that 
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the  real  ultimate  problem  South  Africa 
has  got  to  face,  whether  it  be  a  Dutch  or 
British  South  Africa,  or,  as  we  all  hope, 
a  South  Africa  both  British  and  Dutch 
in  race,  but  British  in  sympathies — 
that  problem  is  the  native  problem. 
Whatever  may  be  the  outcome  of  the 
present  policy  we  are  discussing,  that 
which  our  children  and  grandchildren 
will  have  to  deal  with  is  the  problem 
of  how  to  manage  a  country  in  which 
the  black  population  is,  and  is  always 
going  to  remain,  the  vast  majority  of 
the  population.  No  such  problem  has 
faced  any  Government  up  to  the  present 
time.  There  is  a  d'stant  resemblance, 
but  no  accurate  correspondence,  between 
that  problem  and  that  which  our  cousins 
in  the  United  States  had  to  face  in  the 
Southern  States,  and  have  not  so  far 
faced  successfully.  There  is  no  resem- 
blance to  the  problem  we  have  to  deal 
with  in  the  East  Indies.  One  of  my 
complaints  against  this  settlement  of  the 
Government's  is  that  I  believe  they 
make  the  solution  of  that  problem  more 
difficult  even  than  it  has  been  made  by 
oiroumstanoes  over  which  no  (Jovern- 
ment  has  any  control.  They  have 
chosen  to  adopt  manhood  suffrage  as 
the  basis  of  their  system.  Now,  when 
yon  take  manhood  suffrage  you  cannot 
avoid  everybody  taking  the  view  that 
that  is  some  theoretical  justification  for 
a  franchise  based  upon  rights.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  are  many  gentle- 
men in  this  House  who  hold  what  I  regard 
as  the  entirely  antiquated  view  that  the 
question  of  the  rights  of  man,  as  it  used 
to  be  called,  comes  into  the  question  of 
franchise  reform.  But  directly  you 
adopt  manhood  suffrage  you  do  indicate 
to  the  rash  thinker,  the  ordinary  man 
i".  the  street,  that  there  is  some  right 
connecting  the  possession  of  manhood 
with  the  possession  of  the  suffrage. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  Rates  and 
taxes. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALPOUR:  It  is  not 
suffrage  based  on  rates  and  taxes ;  it 
is  manhood  suffrage.  If  you  are  going 
to  suggest  that  theory  of  natural  rights, 
how  are  you  going  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  natives  at  all  ?  We 
have  to  face  facts ;  men  are  not 
bom  equf^l.  the  white  and  black   races 

Ilr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


are  not  born  with  equal  capacities - 
they  are  bom  with  different  capacities 
which  education  cannot  and  will  not 
change ;  and  as  far  as  I  know  there  are 
no  forces  now  in  operation  which  can 
or  will  change  them  within  a  period  of 
time.  If  that  be  true,  and  if  it  also 
be  true,  as  I  think  it  is,  that  we  must 
allow  the  native  races  to  have  an  in- 
fluence and  position  in  our  legislative 
system,  how  are  you  going  to  reconcile 
that  with  a  theory  of  manhood  suffrage  ? 
I  am  reminded  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
that  they  will  be  as  eight  to  one,  and  if 
they  were  judiciously  organised,  in  their 
hands  alone  would  rest  the  whole  interest 
of  civilisation,  culture,  and  reli^on— in 
the  hands  of  a  race  which  is  by  birth 
less  intellectually  and  morally  capable  of 
dealing  with  these  problems  than  a 
white  race.  I  state  it  quite  plainly  and 
nakedly  as  I  believe  it  to  be.  You 
cannot  do  that.  Whether  the  system 
now  in  force  in  the  Cape  is  the  right 
system  or  not  I  do  not  say,  but  it  is  not 
manhood  suffrage,  and  you  could  never 
associate  the  Transvaal  with  the  Cape 
in  any  future  scheme  of  federation  unless 
either  the  Cape  or  the  Transvaal 
changed  its  franchiae.  Well,  that  is  a  very 
serious  thing.  In  my  view  the  mere 
fact  that  the  Government  have  chosen 
to  make  manhood  suffrage  the  bams  of 
their  scheme  not  only  brings  them  into 
conflict  with  the  theory  that  if  there 
were  manhood  suffrage  there  is  no 
conceivable  reason  for  excluding  woman- 
hood suffrage,  a  problem  that  seems  to 
me  insoluble,  but  it  brings  us  face  to 
face  with  the  even  greater  and  more 
difficult  present  problem  of  how  you 
are  going  to  associate  North  European 
conditions  of  liberty  and  self-govern- 
ment— how  you  are  gong  to  associate 
the  aborigines  of  South  Africa  with 
a  race  which  has  the  same  training 
which  we  have  ourselves,  whether  they 
be  drawn  from  Holland  or  this  country. 
I  believe  it  will  be  a  real  obstacle  to  the 
ultimate  solution  of  what  is  the  tre- 
mendous question  with  which  South 
African  statesmen  in  the  future  will 
inevitably  have  to  deal.  But  I  pass  on 
to  what  is  not,  indeed,  of  greater  im- 
portance, and  not,  indeed,  of  more 
permanent  importance  than  the  subject 
I  have  just  touched  upon,  but  which  is, 
after  all,  the  most  pressing  question  we 
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are  memories  of  an  independence  whick 
preceded  the  war.    The  statesmen  whose 
names  have  b  en  mentioned — Mr.  Smuts, 
(general    Botha,    and    others — are    moa 
who  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the  war. 
Are  we  to  expect  that  in  three  years  thej 
are  to  siy:     "All  that  is  over;     the 
question  has  been  settled ;    the  arbitra* 
ment  of  arms  has  given  its  decision ;  we 
accept  it ;    we  are  not  going  to  straggle 
with  the  old  ideal ;  we  are  going  to  make 
the  best     f  the    new  circumstances  1 " 
They  are  human.    How  can  you  ask  them 
to  make  that  change  of  sentiment  in  the 
few  months  that  have  elapsed  since  the 
overwhelming    forces    at    out    disposal 
obliged  them  to  surrender  ?    You  cannot 
ask  it.    The  question  you  have  to  ask  is 
— ^Human  nature,  be  it  Dutch  or  English, 
being  what  it  is,  can  the  political  institu- 
tions you  are  now  going  to  give  them  be 
ma  e  a  substitute  for  the  military  organi- 
sstion,  cannon,  and  all  the  rest  of  it,  which 
brought  them  honourably  into  the  field 
only  three  years  ago  ?    ["  Four  years."] 
Well,  four  years ;  we  all  know  the  war 
began  in  1899  and  when  it  ended.    Is 
not  that  the  question  we  have  to  ask  our- 
selves ?    No  human  being  ever  thought 
of  such  an  experiment  before — ^that  of 
giving  to  a  population  equal  to,  and  far 
more    homogeneous    than,     our     own, 
absolute  control  of  everything,  civil  and 
military.    There  is  nottiing  to  prevent 
the  country  making  every  preparation, 
constitutionally,    quietly,    without    ex- 
ternal interference,  for  a  new  war.  What 
is  it  that  animates  them  1     It  cannot  be 
yit  what  it  would  be  if  you  would  only 
wait — it  cannot  yet  be  that  natural  in- 
born loyalty  to  the  British  Throne  and 
the  British  people ;    it  cannot  yet  be  a 
distinct  and  deliberate  preference  for  the 
new  over  the  old  state  of  things.    How 
can  it  be  that  1    I  believe  it  will  come  in 
time.    But  you  are  asldng  the  Dutch  to 
do  what  you  would  not  do  if  you  were  in 
their  place.    That  is  a  great  deal  to  ask. 
I  am  astonished  that  any  Government 
or  any  Party  that  cherished  the  British 
connection  in  the  Transvaal  should  desire 
so  audacious  an  experiment  to  be  tried. 
What  is  the  real  reason  for  it  t     We  know 
that  it  is  done  solely  because  the  Govern- 
ment are  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  all  thar 
labour    embarrassments    and     economic 
difl&culties  that  their  rash  promises  at  the 
general  election  have  brought  upon  them. 


to  deal   with  to-day.    It  is  the 
jutifioation  for  the  policy  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  not  in  giving  full  autonomy  to 
the  Transvaal,   because   we   are   all  in 
favour   of   that    and   there    has    never 
leen,  as  far  as  I  know,  any  divergence 
■ci  opinion  on  any  side  of  House  on  that. 
As   1^    Under-Secretary    well    knows, 
-that  was  the  declared  policy  of  the  late 
government,    as    it    is     the    declared 
policy  of  the  present.    But  let  there  be 
no  misunderstanding.    If  there  is  to  be 
a  difEerence  of  opinan  between  us,  and  I 
am  afraid  there  is,  that  difference  is  to 
be  found,  not    in*  the    ultimate    goal 
which  we  aU  desire  to  reach,  but  in  the 
rapidity  of  our  movements  towards  that 
goal.    Now  the  hon .  Member  who  has  j  ust 
sat  down  said,  truly  enough,  that  what 
we  wanted  to  do  was  to  unite  British 
and  Dutchmen,  that  there  were  questions 
<oatside  the  question  of  race,  outside  the 
•question  of  the  flag,   which  may  well 
'Occupy  the  minds  of  politicians,  and  ought 
to  occupy  their  minds.    I  agree  also  in 
admitting  at   once  that  there   are  an 
enormous  number  of  persons  of  Dutch 
dessent  in  the  Gape  Colony  who  are  quite 
ready  to  work  with  the  British  on  these 
Imes.    That  is  a  healthy  condition  of 
things.     It  has  not  gone  so  far  even  in 
Ospe  Oolony  as  I  could  wish,  but  it  has 
gone  far.    Have  we  a  right  to  assume  that 
■this  process,  which  is  still  an  incomplete 
-process  in  Cape  Colony,  which  has  enjoyed 
•self-government  for  I  do  not  know  how 
-many  decades,  which  has  never  been  at 
war  with  us,  which  has  been  in  an  inde- 
pendent position  since  it  was  subject  to 
the  arbitrary  rule  of  the  Dutch  com- 
mercial colonies — ^are  we  to  suppose  that 
this  process  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
Transyaal  'vrith  which  we  have  been    at 
war  only  three  years  ago  ?     I  think  the 
"Government  are  attempting  an  experi- 
ment of  the  most  dangerous  description. 
Why  should  I  like  to  see  the  experiment 
deferred  ?     Is  it  because  I  distrust  the 
Dutch  !    Is  it  because  I  think  of  them  as 
having    different    aims    from    myself  1 
Not  at  all.     It  is  because  I  think  they 
axe  of  the  same  clay  and  are  animated 
by  the  same  motives.  If  we  want  to  j  udge 
what    the    attitude    of    the    Transvaal 
is  to  be,  let  us  put  ourse'ves  in  imagina- 
tion into   the    position   in   which    the 
!great    Dutch    population     are.     Their 
memories  are  memories  of  war.    They 
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And  the  Transvaal  itself  is  not  less 
desirous  ot  getting  rid  of  Downing  Street 
than  Downing  Street  is  of  getting»rid  of 
the  Transvaal  [Cheers.]  I  do  not  know 
whether  those  cheers  are  ironical  or  not. 
["  No,  no."]  I  do  not  know  whTch  pro- 
position is  disputed  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
Does  he  dispute  that  Downing  Street  is 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  Transvaal  ?  I 
think  the  Government  have  said  so. 
["  Oh,  oh."]  I  think  they  have  gone  that 
length.  He  will  not  dispute  that  the 
Ttansvaal  is  anjcious  to  get  rid  of  Down- 
ing Street.  I  think  that  is  obvious  on 
the  face  of  every  document  that  has 
issued  by  the  population  of  British  origin. 
Now  I  ask  if  we  have  the  smallest  right 
to  take  the  optimistic  view  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Beading,  who  made  a  very 
interesting  speech  from  what  I  believe  is 
called  the  Liberal  Imperialist  point  of 
view,  and  in  presenting  that  view  he 
expressed  himself  as  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  scheme  of  the  Government,  He 
had  feared  much  worse  things,  and  if 
they  had  happened  he  said  nothing  would 
have  prevented  himself  and  his  friends 
from  separating  themselves  from  the 
cause  of  the  Government.  I  do  not 
wish  to  throw  any  doubt  upon  that  pro- 
nouncement of  hypothetical  political 
heroism,  but  what  it  is  that  has  given 
such  enormous  satisfaction  to  the  hon. 
Member  I  am  utterly  unable  to  see. 
What  ground  is  there  in  the  nature  of 
things  for  making  this  experiment  months 
or  years  before  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
made  1  ["  Oh,  oh,"  and  interruptions.]  1 
think  it  should  depend  upon  how  rapidly 
the  wounds  inflicted  by  the  war  are 
healed.  But  these  considerations  have 
not  influenced  the  Government.  They 
have  not  asked  how  ready  is  the  Dutch 
population  to  co-operate  with  the  British 
m  internal  administration.  This  con- 
sideration has  not  influenced  them.  1  hen 
trhat  does  the  hon.  Member  see  in  the 

Slan  for  autonomous  Government  ? 
loes  he  see  that  the  present  lines  of 
Party  cleavage  in  the  Transvaal  will  follow 
the  strict  lines  of  nationality,  and  is  that 
not  likely  to  be  the  cause  of  the  greatest 
of  all  possible  disasters  1    What  security 


does  he  see  that  this  absolixte  power 
given  to  the  Transvaal  will  not  be  use(P 
to  establish  a  condition  oi  things  which- 
may  make  some  future  action  against  this 
country  possible,  probable,  and  dangerouef 
I  see  iio  such  security,  and  because  I  see- 
no  security  against  this  danger,  I  refuse- 
to  accept  the  invitation  so  kiiidly  offered 
to  us  by  the  Under-Secretary  for  the* 
Colonies  that  we  on  this  side  should 
make  ourselves  responsible  with  the- 
Government  for  what  I  regard  as  thfr 
most  reckless  experiment  ever  tried  in 
the  development  of  a  great  ooloniaF 
policy.  ["  Oh,  oh."]'  For  this  reason 
I  look  with  alarm  and  distmst  to  the- 
future,  and  only  from  a  wisdom  we  can 
hardly  hope  or  expect  from  the  popula- 
tion in  the  Transvaal  can  the  danger* 
be  avoided.  For  these  reasons  I  shall' 
certainly  give  my  vote  against  the- 
Resolution  about  to  be  put  from  the- 
Chair. 

Sir  H,  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN,. 
rising  just  before  10  o'clock,  said: 
In  the  one  minute  left  to  me  I  wiS 
only  say  one  thing,  that  never  in  the- 
course  of  my  ParUamentary  career  have 
I  listened  to  a  more  tmworthy,  provo- 
cative, and  mischievous 

And,  it  being  Ten  of  the  Clock,  the 
Chairman  proceeded,  in  pursuance  ot 
Standing  Owler  No.  15,  to  put  forthwith 
the  Question  necessary  to  dispose  of  thfr 
Vote  under  consideration. 

Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £29,050,  be  granted,  to  Hia 
Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necesgaiy 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1907, 
for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  De- 
partment of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  including  a  Grantr 
in-Ad  of  certain  Expenses  connected, 
with    Emigration." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  316  ? 
Noes,   83.    (Division   List   No.   286.) 


Abraham,  WUliam  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Aoland,  Francia  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  BylaadJD 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


AYES. 

Agnew,  George  William 

Alden,  Percy 

Allea,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 


I  Armitage,  R. 
AsQuith,Kt.  Ha.  HerbertHenrj 
I  Astbury,  John  Ueir 
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Atberley-Jones,  L. 

itka.  Sir  John  (Portonoath) 

Bi«ng,  God&«y  (lale  ot  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Bunard,  E.  B. 

Bamn,  Bowland  Hint 

Bea)e,W.P. 

Beanmont,  W.  C  B.  (Hexham) 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Ben,  Richard 

BeDain,  Cariyon 

Beon,  SirJ.  wil]ia]na(DeTODj>'rt 

Benn,  W.(T*iiTHainleto,  S.Geo. 

Beiridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  JqHiu 

Bethel],  J.H.  (Essex,  Romford) 

BetheO.  T.  R.  (Eaaex,  HaUon) 

Bi]]M»i.AUred, 

Birnll,  Rt.  Hon.  Angnstine 

Black.  iLTthnr  W.  (B«idfordahire 

Boitan,T.D.(Derbydifae,  N.E.) 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

Boulton.  A.  C.  F.  (RanMy) 

Brace,  William 

Biaaiidim.  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Sto^ord 

Branner,  J.  F.  L.  (Lanca.  ,Leigb) 

Bmimer,  Sir  John  T.  (Cheshire) 

Bryce,  Rt.Hn.  James(Aberdeen 

Bryce,  J.  A.  (Inverness  Burghs) 

Bnchanan,  Thomas  Rybnm 

Bnckmaater,  Stanley  0. 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bums,  Rt.  Bon.  John 

Bamyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

BBXt«iiJlt.Hn.SydneyCharles 

Bylea,  William  Pollard 

Caims,  Thomaa 

Campbell-Btuinrrnian,  Sir  H. 

Oair-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Caniton,  Rt.  Hn.  Richard  K. 

Oawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Qieetham,  John  Frederick 

Cfaeiry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Onirehill,  Winston  Spencet 

Ckiagb,W. 

Coats,  Sir  T.GIen  (Renfrew,W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Cooper,  O.  J. 

Cwbett,C.H.(Snssex,E.Grin8t'd 

Comvall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Coty,  Clifford  John 


Ootton,8ir;H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 

Ckemer,  William  Randal 
Ckombie,  John  William 
Crookf,  William 
Ckos8eld,  A.  B. 
Ckoidey,  WilUam  J. 
Balsiel,  James  Henry 
Baviea,  Ellia  William  (Eifion) 
Bavica.  Timothy  (Fulham) 
BsTiee,  W.  Howell  (BriatoIJS.) 
Bewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
Dickeon-Pojmder.  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Si.  Charles 
Dobaon,  Thomas  W. 


Dock  worth,  Jnmes 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,  MajorE.Hartin(WalsaU 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley)j 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

ErsUne,  David  0. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Everett,  B.  Lacey 

Fenwick,  Charles , 

Ferens,  T.  R 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

FIjnm,  James  Christopher 

Foeter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fowler,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Frer  man  Thomas,  Freeman 

FuUer,  John  Michael  F. 

Fnllerton,  Hugh 

Gardner,  Col.Alan(Hereford,8.) 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

GiU,  A.  H. 

Ginnell,  L. 

Gladstone,  Rf  .Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glendinnint:,  K.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Gr(enwood,'Hamar  (York) 

Guett,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

GuIIand,  John  W. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hall,  Frederick 

Harccurt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdak)) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire; 

Baslam,  Lewis  (Monn;<nith) 

Hawoith,  Aithur  A. 

Bazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hedges,  .\.  Paget 

Helme,  >«o' val  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson  ,u  .M.(  Al  erdeen,  W.> 

Henrj,  Charleys. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Holden,  £.  Hopkinson 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  John  Dea  r?  (Fife,  West 

Hope,  W.Bateman(Somerset,N 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudeun,  \N  alter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Isascs,  RufuB  Daniel 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jone8„  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Kf  arley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knuteford) 


Laidlaw,  Robert  > 

Lamb,Edmund  G.  (Leominst«c)> 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester)  g 

Lambert,  George 

I^yland-Bariatt,  Francif 

Leese,SirJosephF.(  Aooringtoa) 

Lfhmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.Levy(Es8ex,Harwich>' 

Lever,  W.H.(C  heshire.Wirral) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon4David. 

Lough,  Thomaa 

Lundon,  W. 

Lnpton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leioeater) 

Macdonald,  J.M.  (Falkirk  Bgh» 

Mackaines",  Fre<leric  C. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S> 

MacVeigh,Charle*(Donegal,E.. 

M' Arthur,  WiUiam 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford.  W.)'; 

M'Micking.  Major  G. 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Maustield,  H.  Kendall  (Lincolik 

Marki-.G.Cro)  don(Launoettoa 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Ma»on,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry^ 

Massie,  J. 

Mastermau,  C.  F.  G. 

Meefaan,  Patrick  A. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Ml  ntagu,  £.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Comwall> 

Morley.  Rt.  Hbn.  John 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  A)}.heus  Cleophas: 

Murphy,  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notta,  Bassetlaw)| 

New  nes,  Sir  George  (Swansea> 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,  Chas.  N.  (Doncas't* 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  WilUam      . 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Britn.Kendal  (TipperaryMid 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Doneeli,  C.  J.  (Walwoith) 

O'Kelly,  James(Roacommon,N 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  o 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

PaultoD,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Stafb.  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehonse) 

Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colohwtu> 

Pbilipps,  Col.  Ivor(S'tbampton^ 
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Philippe,  Oven  C.  (Pembroke) 
Piokengill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  DancHii  V. 
IVioe,  C.  R  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
XUdfotd.  O.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Bea,  Rnssell  (Gloncester) 
Bea,  Walter  RnsseU  (Soarboro' 
Redmond,  John  K(Waterford  ) 
Bees,  J.  D. 
Rendall,  AtheUtan 
Biohards,  Thos.  (W.  Monm'th.) 
Hiokett,  J.  Compton 
Boberts,  Charlee  H.  (Uncoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Hoberts,  John  H.  (Denbigfag) 
Robertson,  lit.  Hn.  E.(Dnndee 
RobertMn^ir  a.Scott(Bradfrd 
RobertMtn,  J.  M.  (Tyneeide) 
Itobinaon,  8. 

Bolison,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Bow,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runoiman,  Walter 
BtiBsell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
"Soott,  A.  H.  (AshtonunderLyne 
Sean,  J.  E. 
£earenia.  J.  H. 


Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hn.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
{  heehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  Q. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allselarook 
Smeaton,  Donald  Ilaokensie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitarim,  8.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spioer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Staaley,Hn.  A.Lyulph(Ohesh. ) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Gkeenook) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
SulliTan,  Donal 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taytor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Borwiokahire) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thomp8on,J.W.H.(Somer8et^E) 
Tomkmson,  Jamee 
Tonlmin,  George 
Cre,  Alexander 
Verney,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  B.  (Leicester) 


WaUace,  Bobert 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  Jolm  L.  (Leeds,S. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Banisleyj| 
Ward,  John(Sioke  uponTient 
Ward.W.Du'lleT  (S'tbamptoo 
Wason.  JohnCathoart  (Orimcv) 
Waterlow,  D  S. 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wedgwood,. Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DombartonAiie) 
Whitehead,  Bowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Hali&x) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexwider 
THlliams,  J.  (Qlamoigaa) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.a.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (MiddlsHbixNigh 
WilscHi,J.  W.  (Woroestenh.  N. 
Winfrey,  B. 

Woodhouse,8irJT(Hiiddecafd 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers   fob  the    Ates— 
Mr.    Whiteley      and     Mr 
J.  A.  Pease 


NOES. 


Anson,  Sir  WilUam  Beynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Rt.Hn.HughO 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  BtHn.A.J.{CityLond) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (LonHonderry.N. 
Beaoh,  Hn.MichaelHugh  Sticks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bridgeman,  W.  dive 
Sutcher,  Siimuttl  Henry 
Cave,  Gtorge 

Cavendish,  BtHn.  Victor  C  W. 
C>  cil,  Evelyn  (Anton  Manor) 
'Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Ceoil,  Lord  B.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Oochnme,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CSorbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Chas.  Chirtis  (Antrim,  S.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dizon-Hartland.SirFredDizon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Harvey 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,Capt.  W.  V.(Hant8,W. 
Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherrtonbaugh,  Godfrey 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eu.sta?e 
Ffaioh,  Bt  Hon.  George  H. 


Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest  (Berks,  East) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  CoL  R.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Helmsley,  Viscount 
Hervey,F.W.F.(Bury8.Edm'ds 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury 
Hill,  Henry  Staveley  (Staffsh.) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,  Rt.Hn.Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Kiraber,  Sir  Henry 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
Lambton,  Hn.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (DubIin.S 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lvttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompeon,  E.  0. 
Morpeth,  Viscuuut 


Nicholson,  Wm.G.(Peter8fieW 
Nield.  Hubert 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrwa 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravsaend 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike(Darlingt'n 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
RatoliS,  Major  K  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  FMIecick  P. 
Roberts,  S.(Sheffield,  Ecdesall 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpod) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,Lieut.  -O9L  Thos^yles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E. 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,Waltoa 
Starkey,  John  B. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson,  W.IfitoheU  (LaoaA) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir'C.  E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Hon.  lioaei 
William',  Col.  K.  (Dor=«t,W. 
WoliT,  Gustav  Wilkelm 
Younger,  George 

Tbllxbs  roR  THs  NoKS — Sir 
Alexander  Acland  -  Hood 
an-i  VLicount  Valentia. 


The  Chairman  then  proceeded  to  put 
.severally  the  Questions,  That  the  total 
.amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  each 
•Class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  in- 
cluding Supplementary   Estimates,   and 


the  total  amount  of  the  Votes  outstanding 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  Army  (including 
Ordnance  Factories)  be  granted  for  the 
Services  defined  in  those  CSassea  and 
Estimates. 
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Class  I. 

2.  "Tliat  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£707,580,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  oome  in 
coarse  of  payment  doling  the  yeai 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  Maich,  1907, 
isa  Ezpendituie  on  the  Semces  included 
in  Gms  I.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Seirices,  viz. : 
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10.  Surveys    of    the    United 
Kingdom  -        -        -  124,578 

11.  Harboois  nndei  the  Board 
of  Trade  -        -        -    14,606 

12.  Peterhead  Harbour  -        -    22,000 

13.  Rates  on  Government  Pro- 
perty       ....  340,666 

14.  Public  Works  and  Build- 
ings, Ireland     -        -        -    96,477 

16.  Railways,  Ireland      -        -    28,663 


5.  miscellaneous  Legal  Build- 
ings, Great  Britain  -        -    34,800 

6.  Art  and  Science  Buildings, 

Great  Britain  -        -        -    46,800 


Question    put. 


£707,680 ' 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  324 
Noes,  82.    (Division  List  No.  287.) 


Abraham, William  (Cork.  N.E.) 

^cland,  Franois  Dyke 

Maaa,  W.  Byland  D. 

-Agnew,  a«oTge  William 

-AJdan,  Pero  y 

wAQeo,  A.  AcWd  (ChriBtoharoh) 

Allea,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armitage,  H- 

.A«qnith,Bt  Hon.  HerbertHeniy 

Aitbury,  John  Meir 

Atheriey-JeneH,  L. 

iSakar,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Saker,JosephA.(FinHbary,  E.) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Sarlow,   Percy   (Bedford) 

famard,  E.  B. 

Barram,  Rowland  Hirst 

feale,  W.  P. 

Aaanmont,  W.  a  B.  (Hexham) 

B«ek,  A.  Cecil 

B«U,IUohMd 

fiellairs,  Carlyon 

Beaa,SirJ.  Williams(I>eToap'rt 

£emi,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.a«o. 

Berridge,  T.  D.  H. 

JBotnun,  Jolios 

Bethell,  J.H.  (Essex,  Romford) 

Bsthell,  T.  B.  (Essex.  Maldoa) 

Snison.  Alfred 

.ffiack,Arthiir  W.(Bedford8hire 

Bolton,  T.D.  (Derby8hire,N.E. 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

BoaltoD,  A.  C.  F.  (Ramsey) 

Srsce,  William 

firamsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

BiiMklehmnt,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

!Bnmner,J.F.L.(Iianos.,Leigh) 

Smnner,  SirJuha  T.  (Cheshire) 

<Bi7ee,Rt.Hn.  James(  Aberdeen 

£i7ce,J-A.(InverDess  Burghs) 

Sschanan,  Thomas  Bybnm 

Batke,  E.  HavUnd- 

Bnma,  Rt.Hoo.  John 

Bnmyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt  Hon.  Thomas 

£uton,  Rt.Hn.  SydneyCharles 

Syka.  William  FolUrd 


AYES. 

Cairns,  Thomas 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Caaston,Bt.  Ho.  RiohardKnigh  t 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chance,   Frederick  \^lliam 
nh Mining,  Francis  AUston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill.  Winston  Spaocer 
Cbugh,  W 

CoiiU,  Sir  T.  GIen(  Rent  re  v,  W. 
Cobbold.  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
CoIlins,SirWm.J.(S.Pancras,W. 
Cooper,  O.  J. 

Corbett,C.H.(SassexB.arinst'd 
Comvall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Clifford  Johu 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Huold 

CrMg,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Dalziel,  Jamei  Heary 
])avie8,David(  MontgomeryCo. 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Daries,  Timothy  (Falham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (BrUtoI,  S.) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (E<lint>urgh,  S. 
Diokson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  Charles 
Dobsini,  Thomas  W. 
Dookworth,  Jamss 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne,  Major  K  M.  (Walsall) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Danbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hailey) 
Edwards,  Frank (Radaor) 
Blibank,  Master  of 
ElKs,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 
Erskine,  David  C 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick,  Charles 


Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  WilUam 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Bostaoe 
Findlay,   Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
FuUerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Ginnell,  L. 

G  ladstone,  Rt.  HnHerbertJohn 
Glover,  Thomas 
Qoddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Qoooh,  George  Peabody 
Greenwood,  5.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churcliill 
Oulland,  Jolm  W. 
Ourdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hall,  Frederick 
Haroourt,  Right  Hoa.  Lewis 
Harms  worth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rouh.l  ile) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthar  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,  W. 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hoiiirt,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charies  B.  H. 
Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  Jolin  Deans  (Fife,  Weot 
Hope,  W.Bateman  (SomenetN. 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
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lBaac8,|BufuBSI>aniel 

Jackson,  R.  £. 

Jacoby,  Jamrs  Alfred 

Jardin^  Sir  J. 

Jobnton,  W.  (Nuneatcn) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (CarDarronrhirv 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekcwicb,  Sir  Georfre 

King,  Alfred  Jobn  (Knntoford) 

Laioiflw,  Bobert 

Lamb,  Edmund  O.  (Leominster 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lament,  Norman 

Layland-Bairatt,  Francis 

Leei-e.Fii  Jwe|  liF.(AcciiDglon 

Lebmann,  R.  C. 

Leyer,A.LeTy(Essez,  Harwich) 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Che8hire,Wirral) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  Jobn  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

London,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lyn<  h,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.fFalkirkB'gbs 

Mackarne88.  Frederic  C. 

MarVraf  b,  Jt-icmisb  (I)cwii> 

MacVeigh,  Chas.  (Donegal,  E.) 

M'Artbur,  William 

U'Callum,  Jobn  M. 

U'Kenna,  Reginald 

H'Killop,  W. 

M'Laien,  H.  D.  (Staffer  d,  ^ .) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Mallet,  Charles  £. 

Mansfield,  H.  BecdalI(Linco!i.) 

M  ark  8,0.  Croy  dbn(LauncestoD 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry). 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meehan,  Patrick  A. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

MoDta^iu,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Moruan,  J.Lloyd  (CHrniartben 

Mirley,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

MorTeU,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpliens  Cleopbas 

Murphy,  John 


Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 

Nicholls,  George 

NicbolBon,CharlesN.(Doncaster 

Nolan.  Joseph 

Norman,  Henrv 

Norton,  Cspt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary  Mid.) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'DonneU,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

0'Kelly,JameB(Bo8common,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Sbaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifai) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

Panltor,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Peaison,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 

Pbilipps,  Col.Ivoi(S'tbampton 

Philipps.  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Har« 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Bedford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  iL 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Rni'selKScarboro' 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 

Bees,  J.  D. 

Becdall,  Athf'lstan 

Benton,  Major  Leslie 

Ri(liRro8,Tlion)a8(W,Monm'th 

Bickett,  J.  Compton 

Roleits,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs. 

Rolertson,  Rt.Hn.K.(Dnndee) 

RobertBon,SiiG.Scolt(Br'dfr'd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyivieide) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Rogem,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Scott,  A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seely,  Major  J.  B. 

Sbaokleton,  David  James 

ShawRtHonT.(Ha  wickBurgl  s) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel    .   ^ 


Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloook,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrini,S.)> 
Stames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.  Lyulph(Cbeah,. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenook) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus.  B.  8.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon, 
Stuari,  James  (Sundierland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Sutbtrlhiid,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dnrham) 
Teinm  t,  H.  J.  (Berwicksbiie> 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thompson  J.W.H.(Somenet,E^ 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henrr 
Walker,  E.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Wallace,  Rolert 
W  alsli,  Stt-phen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  &> 
Walton,  Josrph  (Bariislf  y) 
Ward,  J.  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 
Wai(l%Y.l)udley(Southampt'i» 
Wason,  John  C.  (Orkney) 
WaterUw,  D.  S. 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonahiie) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  'Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Heiry  J.  (York.  W.B.> 
Wilson,  J.  H.tMiddlesbron^hV 
WilsoD,J.W.(WorceBteiBh.K.> 
Winfrey,  B. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Woodhouse.  SirJT(Hadd'rsfi'd. 
Yoxall,  Jsnies  Henry 


TmxBS    roK    ths 
Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.SirAlexF. 
Aiscn,  Sir  William  Bejnell 
Arkwiight,  Jobn  Stanbop« 
Amold-FoTster,Bt.HnHughO. 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderiy.N. 
Beach,  Hn.Michael  HughHicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Geivase 
Bridgeman,  W.[Clive 


NOES. 

Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
CBrson,Rt.Bon.&ir£dward  H. 
Cave,  Gecige 

Cav»ndiBh,RtHn.'VictoiC.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil.  Lord  Jobn  P.  Joicey- 
CeciL  Lord  R.  (Marylelone.K 
Cochrane.Hn.  Thomas  B.A.E. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glasgcw 


Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  Nortli). 
Crai8,ChariesCnrtie(Aiitrim,S 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Bt.  Bon.  A.  Akets- 
Dn  Cros,  Harvey 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York> 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,W. 
Fell,  Arthur 
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Kthentonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Finch,  Ru  Hon.  Oeor^e  H. 
Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Focster,  Henry  William 
■Gardner,  Ernest  (Berkii,  B&st) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
■Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8.) 
fiamilton,  Karqneas  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 
lEar,  Hon.  dsnde  Geocge 
Helmsley,  Visooant 
HerreyJ'.W.F.CBaiTS.Edia'da. 
HOI.  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbiny 
Hill.  Henry  Staveley(SUfi'ah. 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hant,  Rowland 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  JohnH. 
Keswick,  William 
Smber,  Sir  Henry 
EincMd-Smith,  Captain 


Lambton,  Hon.FrdderickWm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R.   ' 
Long.CoL  CharleHW.  ( Evesham 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  WiUiam 
Lvttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
tlason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Morpeth,  Visooant 
Nicholson,  Wm  G.(PetersBeld 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert(Gravesend 
PeaseHerbertPike(  Darlington 
Ratcliff,  Major  R  F. 
RawlinBon,John  Frederick  Pdel 
Roberts,  S.(Sheffi4ld,  Eocle-wll 
RntiMrford,  W.  W.  (LiTerpool) 
Salter.  Arthor  Ctavell 


Sandyi.Ltent.-Col.Thos.Myles 
Sissoon,  Sir  Edward  Albsrt 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Snuth.AbelH.(Hertford,  East) 
Smith,  F.E.(LiTerpool, Walton) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson,  W.MitoheU-(Laa»rk 
Thornton,  Percy  .M. 
Valeotia,  Viscoant 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Hon.  Llmel 
Williams,  Cal.  R.  (Dorset, W.) 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Younger,  George 

Tau.«ta  voB  tri  Nom— 
Sir  Frederick  B<inbnry  and 
Mr.  Lonsdale. 


Cl&SS  II. 

3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
il,203,002,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
•cooise  of  pajmient  during  the  year 
•ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907, 
isx  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
incladed  in  Class  II.  of  the  Estimates  for 
■Civil  Services,  viz. 

£ 

1.  House  of  Lords  Offices      -     10,210 

2.  House  of  Commons  Offices    17,900 

3.  Treasury  and  Subordinate 
Departments  -         -    59,911 

4.  Home  Office     -        -        -  124,085 

8.  Board  of  Trade         -        -  160,373 

9.  Mercantile  Marine  Services    69,873 
JO.  Bankruptcy  Department  of 

of  the  Board  of  Trade         -         6 
12.  Charity  Commission  -    16,079 

16.  Local  Government  Board  -  147,470 

17.  Lunacy  Commission,  Eng- 

land -        -        .        -     10,736 

22.  Registrar-Oeneral's  Office, 
Ei^nd  -        -        -    25,412 

23.  Stationery  and  Printing    -  401,480 
^.  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land 

Revenues,  etc.,  Office       •  12,756 

%.  Works  and  Public  Build- 
ings Office        .        -        -  45,278 

26.  Secret  Service            •        -  10,000 


Scotland. 

27.  Secretary   for   Scotland's 
Office       .... 

28.  Fishery  Board 

29.  Lunacy  Commission 

30.  Registrar-General's    Office 

31.  Local  Government  Board 
for  Scotland     - 

Ireland. 


9,760 

13,691 

3,731 

3,241 

10,470 


32.  Household  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland     - 

35.  Charitable    Donations  and 
Bequests  Office 

37.  Public  Record  Office, 
Ireland    -         -        -        ■ 

38.  Public  Works  Office 

39.  Registrar  General's  Office 

40.  Valuation  and  Boundary 
Survey  (including  a  Sup- 
plementary sum  of  £1,000)    12,276 


2,672 

1,049 

3,484 

23,938 

7,132 


•^1,203,002 ' 


Question  put — 

The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  342 ; 
No38,  82.      (Division  List,  No.  288.) 


-&braham,William  (Cork,N.B.) 

.lelaid,  Fraaois  Dyke 

Adkina,  W.   Rylaod  D. 

Araew,  IQeorge    William 

iiAa-x,  Percy 

Allea,  k.  Aoland  (Christcharoh) 

Allan,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armitage,  R. 

Aiiiith.  Rt.  Ho.  H^rbartH. 


AlES. 

Astbary,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Bik^r,  Joasph  .A.  (Piasbury,  E 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,   Percy  (Badford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barraa,  Rowland  Hirdt 
Baale,  W.  P.    , 


lisaimiat,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Beck,  A  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

BeUain,Carlvori 

Bean,Sir  J.WiUiamsTDeTonp'rt 

Bsaa,W.(T'w'r  Hamleto,S.G«o. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertrami  Jnlius 

BstheU,  J.H.(Bswx,Bomford) 
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Bethell,  T.  R.  (Efisex,  Maldon) 
BiUson,  Alfred 
Biirell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Bl«ok,Arthut  W.(Bedford8hire) 
Bolton,T.D.(DerbyBhire,N.E.) 
Bottomley,  Horatin 
Botilton.  A.  &  F.  (Ramsey) 
Brsoe,  William 
Bnonadon,  T.  A. 
Briggi  John 
Bn^dehmst,  W.  B. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Bniniier,J.F.L.(Lancs.,Leigh) 
Bnumer.Sir  John  T.(Che8hire) 
Bryce,Rt.Hn.  James(Aberdeen 
Bryce,J-A.(InTeme88  Burghs) 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Bybnm 
Btirke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bmns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burnyeat,  W.  J.D- 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,  Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Calms,  Thomas 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  W.  .        „  , 

Coats,  SirT.Glen  (Renfrew,  W. ) 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collin8,SirWm.J.(S.P»ncra8,W. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 
Corbett,C.H(Su88ex,E.Grmst  d 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemouth) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  WilUam 
Crookf,  Willinm 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Crossley,  William  J. 
CuUinan,  J. 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davie^  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
Diokson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
llobson,  Th«  mas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
DunneM  ajorEMartin(Wal8all 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 
EUbank,  Master  of 
Blli^  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 
Erakine,  David  C. 
Eaaez,  B.  W. 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 
Everett.  R.  Lacey 


Fenwiok,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Miohoel  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Freemsn-Tho'iipa,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gardner.Col.  Alan(Hereford,S. 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

GiU,  A.  H. 

Ginnell,  L. 

GladBtone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glendinning,  K.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch.  George  Pealody 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Greenwood,   Hamar   (York) 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Gulland,  John  W 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hsldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,   Frederick 

Harcourt,  Ripht  Hon.  Lewis 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Nerval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

H«nder8on,J.M.(Aberdeen,  W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Holihoupe,  Charles  E.  H. 

Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Hope,  W.  Bateman(Somerset,N 

,Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

IlUngworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  W.  Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laid  law,  Robert 

Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Eoohester) 


Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Normcuoi 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leese,  SirJosephF.(Aocrington. 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  Levy(E88eiJffarwicl» 

Lever.W.H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell.  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.  (Falkirk  Bgh'a 

Maibarness,  Frederic  C. 

MacVeaRli,  ireremiali(Do«  n,S. 

MacVeigh,  Chas.  (Donegal,  E.) 

M'Arthur,  William 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

ITKenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'LarMi,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Maji  r  G. 

Mallet,  Charles  F. 

Manafield,H;  Rendall  (Lincoh) 

Markp,  G.Croydon(Launcestoa 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

MeehMi,  Patrick  A. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem.  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,(A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (ComwaU) 

Morrell,  PhiHp 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  CTeophas 

Murphy,  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.(Nott8,  BassetlawT 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea^ 

Nicholls,  George 

Nioholsffli,  Chas.  N.(Donca8t'r> 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Heniy 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

NuttoU,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal  (TipperaiylM 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildaie,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donnell,  C  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Grady,  J.       ^ 

O'Eelly,  James(Roscomman,N. 

O'Malley,  WilUam 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.    J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Peaioe,  Robert  (Staffs.  LeelQ 

Pearoe,  'V^lliam  (Limehonse) 

Pearson.  Sir  W.  D.  (Cokkestec) 

Philipp8,CoL  Ivor(S'th»mpton) 
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FhilipiM,  Owan  C  (Psmbroke) 
Piekengil],  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,I^aaay. 
Price,  C  E.(Edinbnrali.Centnl 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Badford,  Q.  H. 
Bainy,  A.  Holland 
BapbMl.  Herbert  H. 
Bes,  Bussell  (Gloucester) 
Bes,  Walter  Ruasell  (Scarboro' 
BeitanaDd,  John  E.  (Water  ford 
Bees,  J.  D. 
BeodaH,  Athebtan 
Benton,  Major  Leslie 
Biofaards,  Thomas  (W.Moom'th 
Biokett,  J.  Compton 
Boberts,  C^iarles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Boberts,  G.  H.  (Nomrich) 
Boberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
BobertBon,  Kt.  Hn.  E.(Dandee) 
Bobertson,  8iiG.8cott(Bradf  rd 
Bobertaon,  J.  M.  (Tyneeide) 
Bobinaon,  8. 

Bobeon,  Sir  'William  Snowdcn 
Bogers,  F.  E.)  Newman 
Bom,  Charles  Day 
Bowlands,  J. 
Bonciman,  Walter 
Bnaaell.  T.  W. 

Bntherford,  T.  H.  (Brentford) 
Sanoel,  Eerbwt  L.  (deyeland) 
8chwann,Sir  C.  E.(Hanchester) 
Scott,  A.H.  (/<ilkton-iind.-Lyne 
Sean,  J.  E., 


Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hn.  T.  (Hawick,  B. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Sbipman,  Dr.  John  G.  1 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball! 
Simon,  John  Allaebrook 
Sinclair,  Bt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,8.) 
Soamea,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spioer,  Sir  Albert 
SUnger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.  Lyolph  (Chesh. 
Stewart,  Ealley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal, 
Strachey,  Sir  Edwaid 
Strans,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Stranas,  E.  A.  (Abingdon 
Stuart,  Jamee  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,  Sir  Edward(Sali8bary 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thompeon,  J.W.H.(Someraet,E 
Tomkinson,  Jamea 
Tonlmin,  George 
Uie,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 


Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leiceeter) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Waltera,  John  Tndoc 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.> 
Walton.  Joee^  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 
Ward, W.Dudley  (Sonthampt'a 
Wason,  JohnCatheart(Orkiiey> 
Watwlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  H.  Andersen 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  0. 
Weir,  Jamea  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartonsLlr* 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Waltera 
Wilson,  HeuryJ.(York,W.R.> 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wil«on,J.W.(Worceetersh.N.) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'KJnnon 
WoodhoiMe,SirJT.(Hudder^d 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tbixxbs  iob  thb  Atxs — Mft 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  At. 
Pease. 


NOE& 


Aelaiid-Hood,RtHn.SiT  AlexF. 
AasMi,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arinrright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-For8ter,Rt.Hn.HaghO. 
Baloanee,  Lord 

BaUbor.RtHn.  A.  J.(CityLond. ) 
Bubury,  ffir  Frederick  George 
Barrie,  H.T.  (Londonderry ,N.) 
Beaeh,  Hn.Miebael  Hugh  fiioks 
Beckett,  Eon.  Gervaae 
Bridgeman,   W.   CUve 
BntMier,  Samuel  Henry 
Canon,  Rt  Bon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

Cavendiah,Rt.Hun.  Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecn,  Lord  R.  (Maiylebone,  E.) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbett,A.  Cameron(G1a8gow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down.  North) 
Ciaig,  Charles  Curtis  (Antrim,S. 
&*£,  Sir  Henry 
Donglas,  Rt.Hon.  A.  Akars- 
Dn  uoe,  Harvey 
Ikber,  George  Denison  (York) 
hbcr,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hanta,W. 
Vetberetonhangb,  Godfrey 
Knoh,  Rt  Hon.  George  H. 


Fletoher,  J.  S. 
Forster,  Hanry  William 
Gardner,  Eineft  (Berk*.  East) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Briatol,  Weat) 
Gordon,J.(Londond€'rry,South 
Hamilton,   Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Helmsley,  Viscount 
Hervey,F.W.F.(Bu  ryS.Edm'dB 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewabury) 
Hill,  Henry  Staveley  (Staffah.) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  EcwlHnd 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Kiinber,  Sir  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.FrederickWm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,  Rt.Hn.  Walter  (DDblin,S 
Lontdale,  Ji  hn  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfited 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor^ 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C 
Morpeth,  Viaoount 
Nirholsoo,  Wm.  G.  (Peternfield) 
Nield,  Herbert  ^  |f  ^  ]?  £  1; 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,  Sr  Gilbert  (Graveaend) 
Pease,HerbertPik»(  Darlington 
Ratcliff,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinaon,  John  Frederick  P. 
Roberts,  S.  (ShetBeld,  Eooleaall 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandy8,Lient.-Co1.Thoe  Myles- 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sloar,  Thonias  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East 
Smith,F.K(Liverpool,Walton). 
Starkey,  John  R. 
StoD€,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson,W.MitoheU-(LaoarkX 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Ol.  Sir  C.  E.  Howaidi 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wolff,  GusUv  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C  B.  Stuart- 
Yoonger,  George 

TUXIBS     FOB      TBI      N0S»>— 

Mr.  Claude  Hay  and  Mr.. 
Fell. 


Class  III. 

4.  "That     a     sum,     not     exceeding 
£2,077,936,  be  granted  to  Hi»    Majesty 


to  defray  the  dtarge  which  will  come  im 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  i^the    3l8t   day  of   March,  1907,  for 
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Expendit>ire  in  respect  of  the  Services  in- 
•cluded  in  Class  III.  of  the  Estimates  for 
'Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


£ 
31,954 


21,914 

179,066 

25,602 

2 

394,255 


1.  Law  Charges    - 

2.  Miscellaneous  Legal     Ex- 
penses     .... 

3.  Supreme    Court    of  Judi- 
cature     .... 

4.  Land  Registry 
•  5.  County  Courts 
'7.  Prisons,  England  and  the 

Colonies 

8.  Reformatory    and    Indus- 
trial Schools,  Great  Britain  1 13,977 

9.  Broadmoor  Criminal  Luna- 
tic Asylum       -        -        -    27,121 

Scotland. 

10.  Law  Charges  and  Courts 

of  Law            -        -        -  50,828 

11.  Register  House,  Edinburgh  27,745 
12  Crofters'  Commission  -  2,445 
13.  Prisons     ....  52,600 


Ireland. 

14.  Law  Charges  and  Criminal 
Prosecutions  -        -    32,652 

15.  Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 
ture and  other  Legal  De- 
partments       -        -        -    59,586 

16.  Irish  Land  Commission    -  124,215 

17.  County  Court  Officers,  &c.     66,088 

18.  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police    35,721 

19.  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  710,038 

20.  Prisons     -        .        .        .    62,556 

21.  Reformatory  and  Indus- 
trial Schools    -        -        •    55.995 

22.  Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic 
Asylum  ...      3,576 


£2,077,93&" 


Question  put — 

The  Committee  divided:  — Ayes,  339 ; 
Noes,  81.    (Division  List,  No.  289.) 


.  Abraluun.  Williun  (Cork,  N.E. ) 
-Aoland,  Franois  Dyke 
Adkias,  W.  Ryland  D. 
-Agiew,  George  William 
Alden,  Percy 

.Allen,A.AolaDd(Ohristohiirali) 
Allen.  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armitage,  B. 

.  Asquith,  Rt.Ha.HerI>ert  Henry 
Astbnry,  John  Meir 
Atlierley-Jone»,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  Joha  (Portstnouth) 
Baker,Jo8eph  A.(Fiasbury,E.) 
Biring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont.  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 
Beok,  A.  Cecil 
Bell,  Richard 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Henn.SirJ.  \Villii4m8(Devonprt 
Benn.W.(T'w'THamlets,S.Qeo. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bertram,  Julius 
BetheU,J.H.(E9aez,  Romford) 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Bicnold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bifiion.  Alfred 

Black.  ArthnrW.(Bedfordahire) 
Bolton.  T.  D.  (Derbyshire,  N.E. 
Bottomlev,  Horatio 
Roulton,  X.  0.  F.  (Ramsey) 
Brace,  William 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Brigg,  John 
Bn^ehurst,  W.  B. 
Brooke,  Stopford 


AYES. 

Bronner,  J.  F.  L.  (Lanes,  Leigh 
Brunner,  Sir  John  T.  (Cheshire) 
Bryoe,  Rt.  Ho. James(  Aberdeen 
Bryce,  J.A  (Inverness  Burghs) 
Bachanan,  Thomas  Ryburp 
Biirke,  E   Haviland- 
Buins,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Baztoa,  Rt.Ha.  Sydney  Chas. 
Byles,  William  PoUard 
Cairns,  Thomas 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
CaQston,Rt.Hn.RiohaTdKnight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Franois  Allston 
Cheetham,Uohn  Frederiuk 
Cherry,  Rt  Hon.  B.  R. 
Clarke,  a  (3oddard 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Cloogh.  W. 

Coat8.SirT.aien(Renfr«w.  W.) 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 
Collins.  Stephen  (La  nbath) 
Collins,Sir\Vm.J.(S.Pancras.W 
Cooper.  O.  J. 

Corbett.  aH.(Suss9xS.arinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Clifford  John 
Cotton.  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowiin,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herb.  J.  (Tynemonth) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Oombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Crosfield.  A.  H. 
Ocossley.JWilliam  J. 


Cullinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  .Jama<  Henry 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Bifion) 

Da  vies,  Timothy  (Fulbam) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol.  8. 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinbiirgh  8.) 

Dickinson.W.H.  (SbPanoras.  If 

Dickson- Poynder.  Sir  John  P. 

Oilke,  Kb.  Ujn.  Sir  Charlei 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth.  James 

Dunn,  A.  Eidward  (Camborne) 

Duune,  UajorE.Uartin(Walaall 

EMwards.  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards.  Frank  (Radnor) 

EUis.  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex.  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Everett.  R.  Laoey 

Fenwiok.  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R-  C.  Monro 

Ffrenoh,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Fionnes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay.  Alexander 

Flynn.  James  Christopher 

Foster.  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fnllerton,  Hn^ 

Gibb.  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H.  * 

Oinnell.  L. 

Gladstone,  Bt.Hn.HerbertJoha 

Ulendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 
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Cioddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gooeb,  Geom  Peabody 
Graenwood.  O.  (Peterboroagh) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gaest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guliand,  John  W. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Bramptom 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcoart,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.(  Worc'r) 
Har\ey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haabun,  James  (Derbyshire) 
HasUm,  Lewia  (Mooinoath) 
Haworth,  Arthar  A. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Hea'y,  Timothy  Michael 
Hndgos,  A.  Pa^nt 
Halme,  Norvij  Wataon 

Hotderaon,  Artiinr  (Durham) 

Henderaoa,  J.U.  (Aberdeen,  W. 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higbim,  John  Sharp 

Hobart.  Sir  Robort 

Hohhoose,  Cawrke  E.  H. 

HoUea,  E.  Hopkinson 

Holland,  Sir  WilUam  Henry 

Hooper,  A.  (J. 

Hope,  John  Desna  (Fife,  West) 

Hope,W.Bateman(Somenet,N) 

Hominuui,  y.in«ili«  John 

Hodstm.  Walter 

Bjde,  Clarendon 

niingworth,  Percy  H. 

laaacs,  Rnfus  Daniel 

Jackaon,  K.  S. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jonee,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones.  Wm.  (&kmaryon8lure) 

Jowett,  F.  W- 

Joyce,  Hicliael 

Keariey,  Hudson  E, 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kiocaid-Sinitb,  Captain 

Kin^  Alfired  John  (Knutcford) 

laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  EdinnndG.(Leomin8ter) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

I^mbert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Layhuid-Barratt.,  Francis 

iMse,  8irJoee;^iF.(Aoorington) 

Ldunann,  R.  C. 

LsTer,  A.  Levy(E88ex,Harwicb) 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Chesbiie,  Wirral) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lens,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Loogh,  ThomM 

Lnndon,  W. 

Lnpton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

MicdonaM,  J.  R.(Leioester) 

Hacdonald,J.M.(Falkirk  B'gha 

Msckariiexs,  Frederic  C. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 
VOL.  CLXn.     fFoUKTH 


MacVeigh,C(>arle«(Donegal  ,E. 

M'Arthur,  William 

M'Callum.  John  M. 

H'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Hicking,  Major  Q. 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 

Marks,G.Crovdon(Lauuce8ton 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (CoTeatry) 

Masain,  .T. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  O. 

Meehan,  Patrick  A. 

Mnnz'es.  Waller 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  8. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carraarthen 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse  L.  T.. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

NichoUs,  George 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Baasetlaw) 

Newn«  s.  Sir  Gcorj^  (Swansea) 

Nicholson,  Chas.  N.  (Doncast'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Vnttftll,  Harry 

0'Brien,KendBl  (Tipperary  Mid 
O'Connor,  John  (Kililaro,  N.) 
O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Mvorpool) 
O'DonneO.  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Orady,  J. 

0'Kelly,James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malk'y.  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pan),  Herb-rt 

Pearce,  Robert  (Statb.  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D-  (Colchester) 
Philippe,  Col.Ivor(S'thanipton 
Pbilipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  C.E.(Edinburgh,CentraI) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantliam) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Raphvd,  Horbort  H. 
Rea,  Rnssell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Rus8ell(Scarboro') 
Redmond,  John  E.  Waterford) 
Roes.  J.  P. 
RntdaU,  Athelatan 
Rent<m,  Major  Leslie 
Rioharda,Thoroas(W.Monm'lh 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts.  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Series.]         2  £ 


Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  E.(Dundee) 
Robert8on,Sir  G.Scott(Bradrrd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rom,  Ciharles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell.  T.  W. 

Rntherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (CleTeUad) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.  E.  (Manchester 
Scott,  A.H.  (Ashton-nnd.-LyiM 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems.  J.  H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,   David  James 
Shaw,Rt.  Hn.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloook  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
8myth,Thoma8  F.  (Leitrim.S.) 
Soanies,  Arthur  Welleeley 
Spioer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph  (C!heBh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewiut-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Stn>chev,  Sir  Edward 
Straus.  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss.  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Sutlierland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,  Sir£dward(Salisbuy) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thompson  J.  W.H.(Somer8et,E 
Tomkuson,  James 
Tottlmin,  George 
Ure.  Alnander 
Verney.  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker.  H.  De  R.  (LeicesUr) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton.  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  8.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Ward,  John(Stoke-upon-Trent. 
Ward,W.Dudley(Southampt'n 
Wason,  John  Cathoart(Orkney ) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White.  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley.  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
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Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough 
Wilson,  J.W.(  \Vorcester8h.N. 
Winfrey,  R. 


Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Wooclhouse,SirJ.T  (Hudd'raf  d 
Yozall,  James  Heni7 


TlLLEBS      rOB       THE      ATIS — 

Mr.    Whiteley  and  Mr.  1. 
A.  Peaae. 


AcUuid-Hood,R(  Hn.  SirAlexF. 

Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 
Arkwright,   John    Stanhope 
Amold-For«ter,l{uHnUugliO. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
liarrie,  H.T.  (Londonderry,  N.) 
BeachiHn.  Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gerva-e 
Bridgeman,  W.  Qive 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

Carendish,  RtHn.  Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Maaor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebo  le,  E.) 

Cochrane,  Hn.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

Oorbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Ohas.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.) 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Doughty,  Sir  George 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Du  Cro«,  Harvey 

Faber,  George  Deaison  (York) 

Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hante,  W.) 

FeD,  Arthur 

Fetberrtonhaugh,  Gotifrpy 

Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 

Class   IV. 


NOES. 

Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest  (Berks,  East) 
(iibbs,  O.  A.  (Britttol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton.  Marquess  of 
Harrison- Broadley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  CJlaude  George 
Hefmsley,   Viscount 
Hervey,F.W.F.(BuryS.Edm'ds 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 
HiU,Henry  Staveley(Staff'sh.) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Kiiiiber,  Sir  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Maclvor,  David  (Liverpool) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meysey -Thompson,  £■  C. 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson.  Wm.  G.(Peter8field 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 


Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (OraveMid) 
Pease,  HerbertPika(DarlingtoB 
RatdifT,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  P. 
Robert8,S.  (Sheffiekl,EccIeaaU) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Saudys,Lieut.-Col.Tlio8.Mylei 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sloan,  Tlioinaa  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertfonl,  But) 
Smith,  F.  E.  (LiverpooUWaltan 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson.  W.  Mitohen-(I«iiark 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.Howard 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Williams,  CoL  R.  (Doi*et,  W.) 
Wolff,  Guxtav  Willielm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Youngor,  George 

Tellebs  fob  the  Noes— 
Sir  Frederick  Banbury  and 
Mr.  Lonadale. 


5.  "  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding 
£8,387,882,  be  granted  to  Hia  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for 
expenditure  in  respect  of  the  services, 
included  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


1.  Board  of    Education   (in- 
cluding a  Supplementary 

Sum  of  £200,000)     -         «,339,600 

2.  British  Museum         -        ■  99,998 

3.  National  TJallery       -         -  7,038 

4.  National  Portrait  Gallery  -  2,619 
6.  Wallace  Collection  -  -  3,821 
6.  Scientific       Investigation, 

etc.,  United  Kingdom       -  33,650 


7.  Universities  and  Colleges, 
Great  Britain  and  Inter- 
mediate Education,  Wales  140,400 

8.  Public  Education,  Scot- 
land        -        -        -        1,122,128 

9.  National     Gallery,     etc., 

Scotland  -        -        .        -         768 

Ireland. 

10.  Public  Education      -        -  633,223 

11.  Endowed    Schools     Com- 
missioners       -        -        -  510 

12.  National  Gallery       -        -  1,766 

13.  Queen's  Colleges        -        -  2,361 


£8,387,882" 


Question^  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  341 ; 
Noes,  79.    (Division  List,  No.  290.) 


Abraham,  William,  (Cork,  N.E. 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkiot,  W.  Rylaad  D. 
Axnew,  Georjfo  William 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.Aeiand  (Christohurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Siroud) 


AYES. 

Armitage,  R. 

Atttbury,  John  Meir 

Atlivrley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joeeph  A.(Finabury,  E.) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (lale  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 


Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barrao,  Rowland  Hirat 

Beale,W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C  B.  (Hexham) 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Boll,  Richard 

BeUaini,  Carlyoii 
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Beaii,Sir  J.  WUlianu  (Der'np'rt 

Boon,  W.(T'w'rHBmlete,a.Geo. 

Jterridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Mhftll.  J.  H.  (Essex,  Romford 

Bcthell,  T.  B.  (EMez,  Ualdon) 

BiUson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

BUok,  Arthur  W.(Bedford8hire 

Bolton.  T.  D.(Derby8hire,N.E.) 

Buitomley,  Horatio 

Boulton.  A.  a  F.  (Ramsey) 

Brace,  William 

Bnunsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

Brooklehorst.  W.  TX 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunuer,  J.  F.  L.  (Lanes.  .Leigh) 

Brunner,Sir  JoliQ  T.(Cbeslnre) 

liryce,  fit  Hn.  Jas.  (Aberdeen) 

firyce,  J.A  (Inverness  Burghs) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburo 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Bnma,  Rt.  Hon.  Joho 

Bamyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Biirt,Rt  Hon.  Thoraai 

Biuton.  Rt  Hn.  Sydney  Chas. 

Byles,  Williuni  I'ollard 

Cairux,  Tliunias 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Cawley,  Frolerick 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Chinning,  Francis  Allston 

Cheediain,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 

aarke,aGoddard 

C)eland,J.W. 

Qongh,  W. 

Co»t8,SirT.Glen(Renfrew,W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Tliomley 

CoUint,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

CoUina,  Sir  W.  J.  (S-PanoraeW. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Cotbett,  CH.(Sua8ez,E.CIrinsl>'d 

Com«^  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  8. 

Cowao,  W.  H. 

Coi,  Harold 

Cnig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth 

Crcmer.  William  Randal 

Ciombie,  John  William 

Crookg,  William 

CroaBeld,  A.  H. 

Croesley,  William  J. 

Callinan,  J. 

I^alziel.  James  Henry 

DiTiea,  ElUs  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

D»viea,  W.  HoweU  (Bristol,  8.) 

I>ewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh.S.) 

DickiMon,  W.  H.  (StPanorasN. 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Dnckworth,  James 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,Maj  E. Martin(\VaIsal  1 

Hdwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwarda.  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 


Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis.  Rt  Hon.  John  Edwaitl 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex.  R.  W. 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawne y 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Feawick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Manio 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freenian-Tliomajf,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb.  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Ginnell,L. 

Gladstone,  Rt  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Glendioning.  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabod> 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood.  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griiiitli,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivnr  Cliiircliill 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt  Hn.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Harmsworth.  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworlh,  Arthur  A. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazel,  Ur.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme.  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Holiart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhuase,  (./'hurlcs  E.  H. 
Holde.i,  £.  Hopkinsoi. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  W.BatemBn(Soraer8et,N 
Homiraan,  EmsUo  John 
Hudijnn,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  James  AUred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jowett  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Micliaol 
Kearley.  HiuUon  E. 
Kekewioh,  Sir  George 
Kincaid-Smith,  Caplaiii 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

2E2 


Laidlaw.  Robert 

Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 

Lamb,  Emeet  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Fjayland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lee8e,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann.  R.  C. 

I«ver,  A.Levy  (Essex,Harwich) 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 

Lev;^,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd  George,  Rt  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Maodonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackarneas,  Frederic  C 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacVeaKli,Jeremiah  (Down,S. 

MacVeigii,Charle-(Donegal,E. 

M' Arthur,  William 

.M  Galium,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Mioking,  Major  G. 

Mallet  Charles  E. 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (lincohi) 

Marks,G.Croydon(Launo«ston 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Ma-on,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Maasie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meehan,  Patrick  A. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Mioklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mor>;an,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Mnr»e,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheu^  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  BasseUaw) 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 

Nicholls,  CSeorge 

Nicho]aon,CharleaN.  (Doncast'r 

NoUn,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 

NuttaU,  Hwry 

0'Brien,Kendal  (TipperaryMid 

O'Connor.  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Grady.  J. 

0'Kelly,James(  Roscommon, N 

O'.VIallcy,  William 

O'Mara,  Jnnies 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Purk«r,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

Pa<ilton,  James  Mollor 

Peaioe,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek 
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Pearce,  William  (Limehonse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Fhilipps.Col.Ivor  (S'thamptoa) 
Philippe,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  C.E.(£klinburgh,  Central) 
Prioetley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Radford,  Q.  H. 
Bainy,  A.  Holland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  RiiMell  (Gloncester) 
Rea,  Walter  Ku8Bell(Scarbor<i' 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
B<ies,J.  D. 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Renton,  Major  Leslie 
Richards,Tlionias(W.Monm'th 
lUckctt,  J.  Coiupcoo 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Bobertson,Rt.Hn.E.(Dttndee) 
Robertson,  SirG.Soott(Bradrni 
RobertMm,  J.  U.  (Tyneside 
Bobinwn,  S. 

Bohwn,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Cliarlea  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Rnnoiman,  Walter 
RoBsell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Clereland) 
Schwann,  SirC.E( Manchester) 


Soott,A.H.(A8hton  under-Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavem«  J.  H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Slieehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allaebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
SroeatOD,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomaa  F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wcllesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Stewart,  Hal  toy  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kenda>) 
Struchey,  Sir  Edwanl 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  El  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Sumraerbell,  T. 
Suthprland.J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,  Sir£dward(Saliabury) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  SirA.  (Glamorgan.  E. 
Tliompeon,  J.  W.  H.  (S'mers't.E. 
Tomkmson,  James 
Tottlmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 


Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Loicoetw) 
Wallace,  Robert 
WaUh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.(Leeda,  8 '. 
Walton,  Joiiepli  (Bam«ley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 
Waril.W.  DadleylSoutlutiiipt'n 
Wason,  John  CaUicart<  Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  U.  AiidcrHon 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
While,  Georjte  (Norfolk) 
White.  J.  D.  (Dnmbartoasliicc) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
WhiUey,  J.  H.  (HaUlax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
William!<on,  A. 
Willa,  Arthur  Walt  rs 
Wil8on,Hei.ry  J.  (York.W.R.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrougli) 
Wilson,J.W.iWorc«8ter8h.N.) 
Winfrey.  K. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Woodhouae3irJ.T.(Huddersrd 
Yoxall,  Jamos  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Aybs— 
Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Aclaud-  Hood  .RtHnSir  AlexF 
Aneon,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwrigbt,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold- Forster,Rt.Hn.Hugh  O. 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George' 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.T.(Londonderrj,N.) 
Beach,  Hn.  Michael  HughHicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervasp 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Butdier,  Samoel  Heury 
Canon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavo,  George 

Cavendish,  RtHn.ViotoraW. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,Lord  R.  (Marylebone.E.) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Chas.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S. ) 
Graik,  Sir  Henry 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Urns,  Harvey 
Fabor,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber.Capt.  W.  V.(Hant«,W.) 


NOES. 

Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Finoh,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest  (Berks,  Ea«t) 
tiordoD,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Ifarquess  of 
Haniaon-Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
HerTey,F.W.F.(Bury  8.Edm'd8 
Hill.  Sir  Clement(ShrewsbuTy ) 
Hill.Henry  Staveley  (SialTsh.) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
KennawaVjRt.  Hon.SirJohnH. 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Harks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Morx>eth,  Viscount 
NichoUon,  Wm.G.  (Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Niell,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 


Parker,  Sir  Gilbert(GraveBend) 
Pease,Uerbert  Pike(  Darl  ington) 
Ratcliff,  Major  R.  F. 
Uawlio8on,JohnFrederickPeel 
Roberts,  S.(Sheffield,Eoclesall 
Rutherford,  W.  W.(Liveipool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,Lieut.-Col.Tho^.Myle» 
Sassoon,  Sir  E  .ward  Albert 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
8mitb,Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool,  Walton) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Sioue,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson.W.  MitcUeU-(Lanark 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.SirC.E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (D.>rset,W. 
Wolff,  Gu»tav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.C.  B.Stoart- 
Younger,  George 

Tkllebs  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Laue-Fox  and  lb. 
Gibbs. 


Class  V. 
6.  "  That     a     sum,     uot     exceeding 
£1,196,905,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 


to  defray  the  Chaige  which  will  come 
in  course  of  pajrment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  Haioh,  1907, 
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for  Expenditure  on  the  Services  included 
in  CliiBs  y.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz.  : — 


1.  Diplomatic  and   Ck>nsular 
Services  -        -        -  303,856 

2.  Colonial  Services       -        -  827,952 

3.  Telegraph    Subsidies    and 
Pacific  Cable    -        -        -    49,497 


4.  Cyprus  (Grant  in  Aid) 

5.  Treasury  Chest  Fond 


Question  put. 


1.000 
14,600 


£1,196,905 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  337  ; 
Noes,  79.    (Division  List,  No.  291.) 


Abraham,  WiUiam(Cork,N.E.) 

Acfauid,  Francis  E^ke 

Adkini.  W.  RylandD. 

Agnew,  George  William 

Aldeii,  Periiy 

ADen,  A.  AoUnd  (Christohurch 

Allen,  Cbarkis  P.  (Strond) 

Armitage  R. 

Aattniry,  John  Meir 

Atherle;-Junea,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.(FiDsl>ury,  E. 

Bviiig,  GotUrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Petcj  (Bedford) 

BanMrd.E.B. 

Bama,  Rowland  Hirst 

Belle,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B-  (Hexham) 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

BeU,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Cwlyon 

Beon^ir  J.'mI]ianis(DeTonp'rt 

Bemi,W.  (Twr  HamletaS-Geo. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julias 

Bethell.  J.  H.  (BBsex,Romford) 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Ualdon) 

Bilkon.  Alfrtsd 

Binell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustino 

Black,Arthar  W.(Bedfwdshire) 

BolUm,T.D. (Derbyshire,  N.E. 

Bottomiey,  Horatio 

Bonlton,  A.  C.  F.  (Ram-ey) 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdmi,  T.  A. 

Brigi;,  John 

Brocklehnrst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bnmner,  J.F.L.(Laac8.,Lioigh) 

Bmnner.Sir  John  T.(Clie9liire) 

Bryce,  Rt  Hn.  Jaa.  (Aberdeen) 

Bryce,  J.  A.  (Inverness  Burghs) 

Buchanao,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burke,  E.  Havilaml- 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt  Hon.  Thomas 

Bsxton,  Rt  Hn.  Sydney  C!bas. 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

tiiima,  Thomas 

C»rr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Cuuton,  BtHnRichariKnigbt 

Cavley,  Frederick 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Cliuming,  Francis  Allnton 

Cheetham.  John  Ftrederiok 

Cbeny,  Bt  Hon.  R.  R 


AYES. 

Cborohill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland.  J.  W. 
CSougfa.  W. 

Coat8,Sir  T.Glen(Renf  i  ew,  W. ) 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thurnley 
Collins,  Stephen  ( l^mbeth) 
Collins,  Sir  W.J.(S.  Pannras,W.) 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H.(Sus8:<x,EOr  inst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Clifford  John 
Cotton.  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (TyneiiiouUi) 
Oemer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  Wi'liam 
Crooks,  William 
Croasley,  William  J. 
CuUioan,  J. 
Ualziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  HoweU  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Rdinburgh,S.) 
Dickinson,W.H.(StPancras,N. 
Dickaon-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dobson,  ThonAs  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dnnn,  A.  Edward  (Ciimborne) 
Dunne,Maj.E.Martin(Wal8all) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanloy) 
Edwards,  Frank  (Hadnor) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  Rt  Hon.  John  Edward 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 
Elverett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwiok,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  K.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Fiennea,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexaniler 
Flynn,  James  Ohristophor 
Foster,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Waller 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
FuUer,  John  Itichael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Oibb,  James  (H»rrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 


Oinnell,  L. 

GladsU/ne,  RtHon.  Herb.  John 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goooh,  George  Peabody 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Grittith,  EIUh  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gnllaud,  John  W. 
Onrdon,  Sir  W.Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Haruonrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie,J.KeirlMerthyrTydvil 
Harmiworth.  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  a  (Rochdale) 
Haalam,  Jamee  (Derbyshire) 
Haalam,  Lewi*  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
HelniR,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Holland,  Sir  WUliam  Henry 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,W.Batoman(Somerset,M'. 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rnfus  Daniel 
Jackson,  (I.  S. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Lcif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  Willi>im  (Carnurvou^sh.) 
Jowett,  F.  W 
Joyce,  Mielia'"! 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
K'kewich,  Sir  George 
Kinoaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,  Al&rd  John  (Knutsford) 
LaidUw,  Ralmrt 
Lamb,  Edmund  U.  (Leominster 
Lamb,  Elrnest  H.  (Rochester 
Lambert,  George 
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Tjvmont,  Nonnan 

I-ayland-Karratl,  Francis 

Loese.SirJoseph  F.(Accriiigton) 

Lehmann,  B.  C 

Lever.A.  Levy  (Essex.Harwich) 

Lever,  W.  H.(Che8hire,  WJrral) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbeit 

Lloyd-George,  Rt  Hon.  David 

Longh,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  B.  (Leicester) 

Maodonald,  J.  M.  (FalkirkB'hs) 

Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,8. 

MacVeigh,Charlos(DoDeealE. 

M'Callum.JohnM. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Larcn,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mansfield,  H.  Randall  (Lincoln) 

Marks.  U .  Croydon(  Launceston 

Mam  ham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meehan,  Patrick  A. 

Menzios,  Walter 

MicUem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,A. 

Montagn,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  O.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheua  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  BasseUaw) 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 

Nioholls,  George 

Nioholson,Charles  N.(Donoaet'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Captain  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal  (TipperaryMid 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'DonneU,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 


O'Grady,  J. 

0'Kelly,Jame»(Ro9common,N 

0;Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnesey,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pjn-tiii({ton,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

Paul  ton,  James  Mel  lor 

Pearoo,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Penr;«on,SirW.  D.  (Colchester 

Philipps,Col.Iv(ir(S'tliampton) 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Pri;iatloy,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy,  A.  Holland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Kendall,  Athelstan 

Ke"ton,  Major  Leslie 

Richard8,Thomas(W,Monm'th 

Riokett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,Rt.  Hn.E.(  Dundee) 
RobertsoQ,Sir  G.8cott(Bradf  rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Uogere,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.  B.  (Manchester 
Scott,A.  H.(A8hton  under  Lyne 
Seavems,  J.  H.    * 
Seely,  MajorJ.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw.  Rt.  Hn.  T.  (Hawick.  B. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  Joliii  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
SmeatoD,  Donald  Mackensie 


Smyth.Thomas  F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellc-.ley 
Spicer,  Sir  .Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Stanley,Hn.  A.  Lyulph  ((SiOKh ) 
Stewart  Halley  (Greenoek) 
Stewart-Smith,'D.  (Kenda'.) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mite  End) 
Strang!",  E.  A.  (Abin;^don) 
Stuart,  James  (Sundeilaml) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tentiant,SirEdward(Saligbriry 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Tliomas,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somersct,E 
Tomkinson.  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (LNoestor) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leed8,S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-on-Trent) 
Ward,W.Dudley(Sonthami>t'B 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead.  Bowlaad 
Whitiey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilfls,  Thomas 
WiUie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills  Arthur  Walters 
Wil8on,Henry  J.  York,(W.R.) 
Wil8on,J.  W.(Worcestereh.N.) 
Wmfrey,  R. 
Wood.  T.  M'Kinnon 
Woodhonse,SirJT(  Haddcrsf  d 
Yoxall,  James  Uonry 

Tkudibs  iroB  TBI  Atks— Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J  a. 
Pease. 


AoUmd-Hood,  RtHn.SirAlexF. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 
Arkwriglit,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-For8ter,RtHn.HughO 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harroood- 
Beach,Hn.Michacl  HughHicks 
ISeokett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 


NOES. 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H- 
Cave,  George 

Cavendish,  Rt.Hon.VictorC.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebono,  E. 
Cochrane.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A  E. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,CharlesCurtis(Antrin)S. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Doughty,  Sir  Cieorge 


Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akm- 
Du  CroR,  Harvey 
Faber,  George  Deninon  (York) 
Paber,  Capt  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Finch,  Rt  Hon.  Oeevge  U. 
Forster,  Houy  William 
Gardner.  Ernest  (Berks,  East) 
Gibbs.  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.  \ 
Hamilton.  Marquess  of 
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Harrwon-Broadley,  Col.  H.  B* 
Hty,  Hon.  CUade  Geoige 
HerrayJ.W.F.(BiiT7S.Edm'da 
Hill,  Henry  Steveley  (Stalt'sh. 
Hint,  BowUnd 

Kennaway.RtHn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kwirick,  William 
UmbtoDiHon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lue-Foz.  6.  R. 

Long,  RLHii.Walter(Dnblin,S. 
LoiMtiale,  John  Bmwnlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francin  William 
LvlteltOD,  Bt.  Hd.  Alfred 
Maelrer,  Darid  {Liverpool) 
Mwka,  H.  H.  (Kent 
iiuoa,  James  F.  (Windwr) 

ChABBYl. 


Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Morpetli,  Visconnt 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Poter8fieId 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Grevesend) 
Peage.Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Ratclitr,  Major  R  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  P. 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield.Ecolesall) 
Rntherford.  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthnr  Clavell 
Saadys,LieTit.  -ColThos.  Myles 
SassooD.  Sir  Edwnrd  Albert 
Kloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  AbelH.(Hertford,East) 


Smith.F.E.(Liverpool,  Walton) 

Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson,  W.MitchoU-(Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Williams,  Col.  B.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wolff,  Gnstav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Starkie  and  Sir  Clement 
Hill. 


7.  "That  a  som,  not  exceeding  £582, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  de&ay  the 
ehafge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expenditure 
in  respect  of  the  Services  included  in 
Class  VI.  of  the  Estimates  for  CHvil 
Services,  viz. — 


3.  Miscellaneous    Charitable  and    £ 
other  Allowances   -        -        -  383 

4.  Hospitals  and  C!harities,Ireland  199 

£582 
Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  334  ; 
Noes,  78.    (Division  List  No.  292.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 

AcUod,  Francis  Dyke 

Adkins,  W.  Ryl&nd  D. 

Agnew,  (leorge  William 

AUen,  Percy 

Allen,A.Acliiid  (CSiristcharch) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Starood) 

Armitage,  R. 

Astbory,  John  Meir 

Atherley.Jone8,  L. 

Biker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,Joaeph  A.(Finsbury,  E.) 

B«ing,Godfrey(T8le  of   Wight) 

Btrlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

B«niMd,E.  B. 

Bursa,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P 

Besomont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Ben,  Richard 

fiellain,  Carlyon 

Benn,SirJ.Willi»mg(Dev'iip'rt 

BMm,W(T'w'r  Hamktts.S.Geo. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bettrwn,  Julias 

BetiwU,  J.  H.  (Essex,  Romford) 

Bethel],  T.  R.  (Essex.  Maldon) 

BOlsap,  Alfred 

BiireU,  Bt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthnr  W.  (Bedfordshire 

Boltai,T.D.  (Derby8hire,N.K) 

Bottonley,  Horatio 

Bonlton,  A  a  F.  (Ramsey) 

Bnce,  WiUiam 

Bnmadon,  T.  A. 

Brigr,  John 

Brocidehurst,  W.  B. 

BnxAe,  Stopford 

Bninnw,J.F.L  (Lancs.,LeiKh) 

Kyoe^tHnJames  (Aberdeen 


AYES. 

Bryoe,  J.  A.  (Inverness  Burghs) 
Buohanuj,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Boms,  Bt  Hon.  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cairns,  Thomas 
Carr-Oomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,RtHn.RichardKnight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chance,  FrederioK  William 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Cbeetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
CSrarcUIl,  Winston  Spencer 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
aeland,  J.  W. 
Clongh,  W. 

(:k)«ts,Sir  T.Glen  (Renfrew,W.) 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lamlwtb) 
Collins.Sir  Wm.J.(S.PancrasW. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(Sn8aex,E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Cliff(xd  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 

Oaig,  Herbert  J.  (Tyn^mouth) 
Ctemer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Ooesley,  William  J. 
Cnllinan,  J. 

Daviee,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 


Davies,  W.  Howell  (ftiatol,  S.) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edhiboigh,  S.) 

Diokinsoa,W.H.  (St.PanorasN. 

Diokson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dobeon,  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Qkmbome) 

Dnnne,Major  E.Martin(Wahiall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C 

Essex.  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Perens,  T.  R 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro 

Ffrraich,  FMer 
Fiennes,  Hem.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Josepli 
Ilynn,  James  Cihristopher 
Foster,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,    Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Oibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Ginnell,  L. 

Gladstone,  BtHn.Herbert  John 
Glend inning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  (Seorge  Peabody 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough^ 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edwwd 
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Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall.  Frtderick 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie,J.Keir  (MerthyrTydvil) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  0.  (Rochdale) 
Haslani,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslaoi,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helrae,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart  Sir  Robert 
Hobbouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  W.Bateman(Somer8et,N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufiis  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Cwmarronshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 
Kekewioh,  Sir  George 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,  Alired  John  (Knuteford) 
Laidlaw.  Robert 
Lamb,  Edmund  O.  (Leominster 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Ii€ese,8itJo6eph  F.(Accrington 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever.A.Levy  (B;ssex,Harwich) 
Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald.  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonal(l,J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacVeagb.Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
MacVeigh,Charles  (Draiegal.E.) 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major|G. 
Mallet,  Charles  E, 


Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln 
Marks.G.Croydon  (Laonceston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  O. 
Meehan,  Patrick  A. 
Meuzles,  Walter 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Moad,  A. 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Moatgomery,  H.  G. 
Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murphy,  John 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 
Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,  Charle8N.(Doncaster 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuttall,  Harry 

0'6rien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Connor,  John  (KildEu«,  N. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool). 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Gnidy,  J. 

0'Kelly,JameR(Ro8oommon,N. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearoe,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Philipp8,Col.Ivor  (S'thampton) 
Philippe,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
PiokersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  C.  E.  ((Edinb'gh,Central) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro* 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Rees,  J.  D. 
Rendall,  Athclstan 
Ronton,  Major  Leslie 
Richards,  Thoraas(W.Monm'th 
Rickett,  J.  Corapton 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robert8on,Rt.Hn.  E.  (Dundee) 
Robertson  SirG.Scott(Bradrrd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runoiman,  Walter 


Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentlotd) 
Samuel  Herbert  L.  (Ckuveland) 
Scott,A.H.(Asht(»  underLyne) 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seayems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  I>«uel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitnm,  S.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley.  H.A  Lyuhth  (Chesh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mik)  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Tennant,Sir  Edward(Salisbnry 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thmnas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 

Thainpeon,J.W.H.  (Somerset,E 

Tomkinson,  James 

Toulmin,  George 

Ure,  Alexander 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicestw) 

Wallace,  Robert 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walteis,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 

Wfilton,  Joseph  (Bainsley) 

Ward,  .Tohn  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Ward,  W.J>udley(Sonthampton 

Wa8on,John  Cathcart(Orkney) 

Waterk>w,  D.  S. 

Watt,  H.  Anderson 

Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Williamson,  A. 

Wills,  Arthur  Walters 

Wihon,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R 

Wilson,  J.W   (Worce8terBh.N.) 

Winfrey,  R. 

Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

Woodhouse,Sir J.T.  (HuddersTd 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Teu,fb8  for  trs  Ayks — Mr. 
Whiteky  and  ib-  J.  A, 
Pease. 
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NOES. 


AcUnd-Hood,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  A.  F. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
ATnoUl-Foniter,Bt,Hn.Hu(h  O. 
BslcarreB,  Lord 
Banbroy,  Sir  Frederirk  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beach,  Hn.  Michael  HnghHicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  GerraBe 
Bridgeman,  W.  dive 
Botcher,  Samuel  Henrjr 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

Cavendish.  RtHon.VictorC.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Oecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Chas.  Cmtis  (Antrim,8.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Donghty,  Sir  George 
Booglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants.  W.) 
Fen,  Arthur 
Fetiierstonhangh,  Godfrey 


Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest  (Berks,  East) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hervey,  F.W.P(BurySEdmn*ds 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (8hrewsbury( 
Hill,  Henry  Staveley  (Staffsh.) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Himt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Lambton.  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Pox,  G.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.Walter(DnbUn,8. 
Lonedale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  W.  G.  (Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hn.  Robert  Torrens 


Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravescnd) 
Pease,  HerbertPike(Darlington 
Ratcliff,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  FrederickPeel 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield.EoclesaU) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  (HaveU 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  Thos.Mylea 
SasBoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,  East 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,  Walton) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wolff,  Onstav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stnart. 
Xounger,  George 

Tbllbbs  for  THa  Nois  —  Mr. 
Mitchell-Thomson  and  Mr. 
Gibbs. 


CtASS  VII, 
8.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£350,759,  be  granted  to  Hia  Mijesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  31st  day  of  Ibrch,  1907,  for 
Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  VII.  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. — 


1.  Temporary   Commissions - 

2.  Ifiacellaneous  Expenses    - 

3.  Repayments  to  the  Local 
L<Mins  Ftmd    - 

L  Ireland  Development  Grant 


£ 
27,000 
10,743 

58 
85,000 


5.  Repayments  to  Civil  Con- 
tingencies Fund      -        -    22,958 

6.  Inter-Parliamentary    Con- 

ference ....      5,000 

7.  Expenses  under  the  Unem- 

ployed   Workmen    Act, 

1905       ....  200,000 


jE350,759 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  322  ; 
Noes,  74.    (Division  List  No.  293.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Adkin8,W.  RylandD. 

^new,  George  William 

AWcn,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Aimitage,  R. 

Astbnry,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,  E. 

Bsiiag,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barrsn,  Rowland  Hirst 

Be»te,W.P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 


AYES. 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,8ir  J.Williams(Devonp'rt 

Benn,  W.(T'wr  Haralets.S.Geo. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Bethell,  J.  H.  (Essex,  Romford) 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hn.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.  (Bedfordsh. 

Bolton,  P.  D.  (Derbyshire,N.E. 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F.  (Ramsey) 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehnrst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hn.  Jas.  (Aberdeen) 

Bryce,  J.  A.  (Inverness  Burghs) 


Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,  Bt.  Hn.  Sydney  (Thas. 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cairns,  Thomas 
Carr-Goram,  H.  W. 
Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allaton 
Cheetham.  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  B.  R. 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clarke,  C.  Ooddard 
Cleland.J.W. 
Clough,  W. 
Oats,  SirT.01en(Ren£rew.W.) 
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Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collins,  Sir  W.J.  (S.  Panora8,W. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  Q.  J. 

Corbett,  C.H.(Sus3exEQrin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herb.  J.  (Tynemonth) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

CuUinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  EUis  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fnlham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S. 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancra8,N. 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. ' 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Dackworth,  James 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,  MajorE.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelavney 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Fenwiok,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Ff  rench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Walter 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Ginnell,  L. 

Glendinning,  R.  Q. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Quest,  Hon.  Ivor  Chorchill 

Gulland,JoImW. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,  Right  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,  J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haelam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 


Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  W.  Bateman(Somer8et,N'. 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  RufuB  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
J'ardine,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kekewioh,  Sir  George 
Kinoaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,A]fred  John  (Ejtutsford) 
LaidUaw,  Robert 
Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
L9e89,Sir  Joseph  F.(Acoringtoo 
L^hmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  A.  Levy  (E8sex,Harwich 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.Hn.  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell,  Chirles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  Bg'hs 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
MaoVeigh,  Charles  (Donegal,E. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
IkTMicking,  Major  G. 
Mallet,  Charles  K 
Mansfield,  H.  Renda]I(Lincoln) 
Marks.G.Croydon  (Lannoeston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  O. 
Meehan,  Patrick  A. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem,  Natiianiel 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Montgomery,  H.  G. 
Morgan  G.  Hay  (ComwaU) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 
Morton,  Alpheus,  Clecqiba^ 


Murphy,  John 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts.  BassetJaw) 
Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 
Nicholls,  Goorge 
NiohoIsoti.Oharles  N.(Donca«t'r 
Nolan,  Joeeph 
Norman,  Hanry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal  (TipperatyMid 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N. ) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Grady.J. 

O'Kelly,  James  (Ro8common,N. 
O'Malley,  WiUiam 
O'Mara,  James 
0'Shaughnea«y,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifaz) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearoe,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 
Pearoe,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.(Colohe8ter) 
Philipps,CoLIvor  (S'tfaampton 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pemls^ra) 
Piokersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Krie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  C.E.(Edinbnr^,OentiaI) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Holland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea, Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Rees,  J.  D. 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Renton,  Major  Leslie 
Richards,Thoma8  (W.Monm'th 
Rickott,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson,  Rt.Hn.E.  (Dundee) 
Robertson,.Sir  Q.Soott(Bradfrd 
Robertson,  J.  M  .(Tyneside)    , 
Robinson,  8. 

RobscMi,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Rtmoiman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.(CleTe]and) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manoheater) 
Scott,  A.  H.  (Ashton-iind.-l4yiie 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seaveras,  J.H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  DavidJames 
Shaw,  Rt.Hon.  T.  (Hawick,B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcook,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Albebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leltrim,  S.) 
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Sounea,  Arthnr  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stani?;r,  H.  Y. 

Staalsy,Ha.A.Lyulph  (Chesh. 
St3wirt,  Halley  (Groonock) 
Stsmrt-Sfflith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strichay,  Sir  Edward 
StriM,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Stnoss,  E.  A.  (AbingHon) 
Sta»rt,  James  (Sundorkad) 
SalliraTi,  Donal 
Summorbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Tiylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tannant,  Sir  Edward(Salisbury 
Thomas,  Sir  A.(Ghraorgan,  E. 
Thompson,  J.  W.H.(Somer8et,E 
Tomkinson,  James 


Tonlmin,  Oeorge 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Ward,  W.Dudley  (Southampt'n 
Wa»on,John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 


Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  ( Yoric,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(Worce8ter8h.  N.) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Woodhoase,Sir  J.T.(HDdd'n'fd 
Yoxall.  Jamea  Henry 

TnxxRS  lOB  THB  Atbs— Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Ur.  J.  A. 
PeaM. 


AcIaod-Hood,RtHo.SirAIex.F. 

Anson,  Sir  Willitun  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-For8ter,RtHon.HiighO. 
Ralcarres,  Lord 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gerrase 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Butcher,  Samuel  Hen^ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

Cavcndish,Rt.Hon.  Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey 
CecU,  Lcard  R.  (Marylebone.E.) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Oorbett,  T.  L.  (Down.  Notth) 
Ccaig.Charles  Curtis  (Antrim,8. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Doughty.  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Faber,  George  Denicon  (York) 
labet,  Capt  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 


NOES. 

Fetherstonhangh,  Godfrey 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest  (Berks,  East) 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison,  Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Geor^ 
Hervey,F.W.P.(Bnry  S.Edm'd 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 
Hill,  Henry  Steveley  (Steffsh.) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,RtHon.Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,  RtHn.  Walter  (Dublin,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MaclveT,  David  ( Liverpool) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.C. 
Moipeth,  Viscount 


Nicholson,  Wji.  0.(Peter8field) 
Niekl,  Herbert 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pu'ker,Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesend) 
Pease,Herbert  Pike( Darlington 
Ratoliff,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavoll 
Sandys,Lieut.-CoLTho8.  Mylea 
Sloan,  Thomas  Hen^ 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,  East) 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson, W.Mitohell  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  CoLSir  C.E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Williams,  CoL  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart 
Younger,  George 

TCLLIBS    FOB  THB  NoSS — Mr. 

Samuel    Roberta    and    Mr. 
James  Mason. 


ARMY  ESTIMATES,  190fr-7. 
9.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,803,100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  m 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for 
E^nditure  on  the  Army  Services,  includ- 
Aimy  (Ordnance  Factories),  vir  : — 

£ 
6.  Volunteer     Corps,     Pay 

and  Allowances     -        -  1,244,000 


13.  War  Office  and  Army  Ac- 
counts Department 
Ordnance  Factories 


559,000 

100 

1 

£1,803,100  " 


Question  put. 


The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes,  318j 
Noes,  67.     (Division  List  No.  294.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
AUen,  Percy 
^Ucn,  A  Aciand  (Christohurch) 


AYES. 

.Mien,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armitage,  R. 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

AtherleyTfones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.(Pinsbury,E.) 


I  Baring.Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
I  Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
I  Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
!  Beale,  W.  P. 
j  Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 
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Beck.  A.  Oeoil 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Bean,  SirJ.  WilUams(DeToaport 

Beim,W.(rw'r  Hamlet8,S.Geo. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Bethell,  J.  H.  (Essex.Romford) 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.  (Bedfordshire) 

Bolton,  T.D.  (Derbyshire,N.E.) 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F.  (Ramsey) 

Brace,  William 

Bramadon,  T.  A. 

Brige,  John 

Brooklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

6ry(!e,Rt.Hn.James(Aberdeen) 

Bryce.J.A.  (Inverness  Burghs) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Burns,  Rt  Hon.  John 

Burnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton.Rt-Hn.Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cairns,  Thomas 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton,Rt.Hn.  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channine,  Francis  Allston 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Winston  Spenoer 

Clarke,  C.  Goddard 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

dough,  W. 

Coat8,Sir  T.Glen  (Renfrew,  W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collins,SirWm.J.(S.Pancra8,W. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  0.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(Su88ex,E.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Uaro!d 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

CuUinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eiaon) 

Davics,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  8.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Panoras,N. 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,MajorE.Martin(Walsall) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards.  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Eve.  Harry  Trelawney 

^TOTett,  R.  Lkcey 


Fenwiok,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  B. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munio 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fl3rnn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Ginnell,  L. 

Gladstone,  Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  Gfeorge  Peabody 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gueat,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Bt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie,J.Keir{Merthyr  ^^vil) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Ha  worth,  Arthur  A. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
HoDart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope.W.Bateman  (Somerset.N 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jardino,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  W.  (Nimeaton) 
Jones,  William(Camarvonshi  re) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kincaid -Smith,  Captain 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lamb,  EdmundG.(LeominsteT) 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Jiambert,    George 
Lament,  Norman 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lee8P,Sir  JosephF.(  Accrington) 


Lehmann,  B.  C. 

Lever,  A.Levy(EB8ez,Hanricb) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M(Falkirk6nrgbs 

Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomaa  J. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down.S.) 

MacVei^,CharIes(I>onegal,  E.) 

M'Callura,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  O. 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 

Mark8,G.Croydon  (Lannoeeton) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Meeban,  Patrick  A. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Pliilip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 

Nicholls,  George 

NicholBon,Charles  N.(Doncast'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid) 

O'Connor,  John  (KiMare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Grady,  J. 

0'KeUy,James(Roscommon,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  Staffs.  (Leek) 

Pearcc,  William  (limehouse) 

Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchcater) 

Philipp8,Col.  Ivor(S'thampton) 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,Central) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Rainy,  A.  Rolland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
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Re&, Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Watford) 
RendslI,  Athektan 
Riolurda,  Thoinaa(W.Moiim'th 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  Charles  H.  (Liacoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robert8oii,Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Dundee) 
Robert8on,Sir0.8cott(Bn>df'rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyoeside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snoirdon 
Rogers,  ¥.  E.  Newman 
Row,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Ronciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.  ^.(Manchester) 
Scott,A.U.(Ashton-iinderLyne) 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Scely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  Jamos 
.Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  &) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 


Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  AlUebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F.  (Lei trim, 8.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley.Hn.  A.  Lyulph(Che8h.) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strans,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stnart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Joha  W.  (Durham) 
Teanant,Sir  EdwarJ(Sali8bury) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,8ir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thompson,  T.  W.  H.(8omerset,E. 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,   Alexander 
Verney,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Mrallaoe,  Robert 
Walsh,  Stephen 


Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (I/eeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 
Ward,  W.  Dudley  (S'thampton 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(Orknev) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wedgwood,  Jo3iah  0. 
Weir,  James  Gallowav 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilas,  Thomis 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Willtam<«>n,  A. 
WilU,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson.  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wil8on,J.W.(WorcestershireN.) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Woodhouso,SirJ.T.(Huddersf'd 
Yoxall,  Jamns  Henry 
Tbllbbs  roB  TBI  Arw— Mr. 

Whiteley    and     Mr.    J.    A. 

Pease. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwiight,  John  Stanhope 
Anu>ld-Fbrster,Rt.Hn.Hagh  O. 
Balcartes,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
fieach,  Hn.  Michael  HughHioks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Batcher,  Samuel  Hennr 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

Cavendish.RtHon.  Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Msrylebone,  E.) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Crsik.  Sir  Henry 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fiber,  Capt.  W.V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 


NOES. 

Fetherstonhangh,  Godfrey 
Finch,  Rt  Hon.  George  H. 
Fbrster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest  (Berks,  East) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hervey,F.W.F.  (BuryS.Bdm'ds 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 
HiU,  Henry  Stoveley  (Staff'sh.) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,RtHn. Walter  (Dublin,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Msclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 


Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pea8e,HerbertPike(  Darlington) 
Ractliit,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson^Tohn  Frederick  Peel 
Roberts,a  (Sheffield,  Eoclesall) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,  Lieut-CoL  Tho8.Myles 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool,Walton) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson,W.  Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Wabond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.  B.Stnart- 
Younger,  George 

TaLLBBS  >OB  THB  Aybs— Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valentia. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  these  Resolutions 
to  the  House." 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  298  ; 
Noes,  67.    (Division  List  No.  295.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E  ) 
AcUnd,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agoew,  George  William 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armitage,  R. 

Atqoi^RtHon.HerbertHenry 
Astbary,  John  Ueir 


AYES. 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baring,CkKlfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  ( Bedford) 

Barnard,  £.  B. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Beok,  A.  Oeod 


Bellairs,  Oarlyon 

Benn,8irJ.WiUiam8(Devonport 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlete.S.Geo. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Bethell,J.  H.  (Essex,  Romford) 

BiUson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  H.oa.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.(  Bedfordshire 
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Bolton,  T.D.  (Derbyshire.N.E.) 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F.  (Ramsey) 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  Jcdtn 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Biyce.Rt.  Hn.  Jame8(Aberdeen ) 

Bryce,  J.  A.  (Inverness  Burghs) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Bnrke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bams,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,  Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 

Bytes,  William  Pollard 

Cairns,  Thomas 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churdlill,  Winston  Spenoer 

Clarke,  C.  Ooddard 

Clough,  W. 

CoatsSirT.Glen  (Renfrew,  W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Limboth) 

Collin8.SirWm.J.(S.Pancra8  W. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(SuB8ex,E.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Clifford  John 
Cowan,  W.  H. 

Coz,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Collinan,  J. 

Divies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Bobson,  Thomas  W. 

Puokworth,  James 

Ponn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,Mi}or  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

EUis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Fenwiok,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustaoe 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullorton,  Hugh 

GiU,  A.  H. 

Ginnell,  L. 


Gladstone,  RtHn.HerbertJohn 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 

Grey,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Griffith,  EUis  J. 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyT  Tydvil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hopo,W.  Batoman(Somor8et,N. 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Ulingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Tardine,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  WilIiam(Carnarvon8hire) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kokewith,  Sir  George 
Kinoaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robart 
Limb,  Edmund  G.(Iieomin8tor) 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lambert,  George 
Lament,  Norman 
Liyland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lees9,SirJoseph  F.(Acorington) 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  A.Levy(Es8ex,Harwich) 
Levy,  Maurice 
I/^wis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,  S- ) 
MacVeigh,  Chas.  (Donegal,  E.) 
M'CaHum,JohnM. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Sta£Eoid,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 


Mansfield,  H.  Reodall  (Lincoln) 

Marks,  G.Croydon(Launce8ton) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Masfiie,  J. 

Meehan,PatrickA. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

MoltMio,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montaga,  &  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrcll,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notte,  Bassetlaw) 

Newnea,  Sir  George(Swansea) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,  Chas.  N.(Donca8tet) 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Captain  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Biien,  K.  (Tipperary  Mid.) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

0'Grady,J. 

0'Kellv,Jame.<i(RoEconuuon,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul,  Herbert 

Pcarce,  Robert  (Steffs..  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limchouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.D.  (Colchester) 
Philippe,  Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
PickersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  C.  B.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Granthaiu) 
Rainy,  A.  Rcllaad 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Renton,  Major  Leslie 
Richards,  Thos.  (W.  Monm'th) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.E.(Dundce) 
Robertson,  SirG.Scott(  Bradf  rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  SirC.E.  (Manchester) 
Soott,  A.H(A8hton  underLyne) 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Majw  J.  B. 
Sbackletoo,  David  Janes 
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Shaw.  Bt.  Him.  T.  (Hawiok,B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  D^f ohn  G. 
SilciDek,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thranas  F.  (Leitiim,S.) 

Kpicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.  Lynlph  (Cheah. 

Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Straus,  B.  a  (Hile  End) 

Straoaa,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  Jamea  (Sunderland) 

SnlHvan,  Donal 

Snmmerbell,  T. 

SntJterUnd,  J.  £. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Dnrham) 


Tennant,  Sir  Edw.  (Saliabury) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
ThompeooKT.W.H  (SomeT8et,E. 
Tomkmson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
WaUace,  Robert 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Todor 
Walton,  Sir  Jc  hn  L.  (Leeds,  & ) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Banisley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  nponTrent) 
Ward,  W.Diidley(S<rathampt'n 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Oallowsy 


White,  George  (Norfolk)     "  ' 
White.  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
WhiUey,  J.  H.  (Haliiax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
WiUde,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williamaon,  A. 
WiUs,  Arthur  Walters 
WilMtn.  HenryJ.  (York,  W  B.) 
Wibon,J.W.(Woroe«ter«hire,N 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Woodhoaae3irJ.T.(HuddMard 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TnUUCB   FOR  THB  ATB — ^llf. 

Whiteley   and    Mr.   J.    A. 
Pease. 


Aeland-HoodJltHn.8irAlex.F 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Aikwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-For8ter.Rt.Hn.HnghO. 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Baooer,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beaoh,  Hn.MichaelHagh  Hicks 
Bedett,  Hon.  Gervase 
BridABman,  W.  Clive 
Bat(£er,  Samuel  Henry 
Canon,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

CsTendish,  Rt.  Hn.  VictorCW. 
CeeU,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Oeeil,  Lord  R.  (MarylelxHie,  E.) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Oaik,  Sir  Henry 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Doo^as,  Rt  Hn.  A.  Akers- 
hber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fell,  Arthur 


NOES. 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Finch,  Rt.  Hn.  George  H. 
Forster,  Hen^  William 
Gibbe,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  jfarqueas  of 
Harrison- Broadley,  CoL  H.B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hervey,  F.W.F.(BurySEdm'd8 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 
HiU,  Henry  Staveley  (Staff sh.) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Lambton,  Hn.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S) 
Lonsdale.  John  Brownlee 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hn.  Alfred 
Iffaclrer,  David  (Liverpool) 
Harks,  H.H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meyaey-Thompson.  E.  0. 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nield.  Herbert 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens  T 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Ratcliff,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,  JohnFredk.  Peel 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield.Ecclesall) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Sloan,  Thomas  Heniy 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,East) 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,  Walton 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson,  W.  Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Hn.  Lionel 
Williams,  Col  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C.  B.Stnart. 
Younger,  George 

TxLLiBS  las,  TH>  Nois — Sir 
Francis  Lowe  and  Captain 
Faber. 


Besolations  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

WAYS    AND    MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  EmiOTT  (Oldliam)  in  the  Chair.] 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  Service  of  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  the 
simi  of  £68,528,828  be  granted  out  of  the 
ConsoUdated  Fund  of  the  United  King< 
dorn." 

The  Conunittee  divided  : — Ayes,  252 ; 
Noes,  64.    (Divisional  List  No.  296.) 


Abnham, William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Aelaod,  Francis  Dyke 
Agnew,  Gecsge  William 
AJdeii,Pwcy 
Amitage,  R, 

Asqaith,Rt.Hn.BJerbert  Henry 
Aitbnry,  Jdia  Meir 
Athcrley-Jonee,  L. 
BskBr,8ir  Jobn  (Fortamouth) 


AYES. 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Bartow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  6. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Benn,W.(I'w'^r  Hamlet8,aGeo. 


Berridgd,  T.  H.  D. 
Bertram,  Julius 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Rt  Hon.  Augustine 
Black,Arthur  W.  (Bedfordshire 
Bolton,T.  D.  (Derbyshire,  N.E.) 
Bottomley,  Horatio 
Boolton,  A.  C.  F.  (Ramsey) 
Braoe,  William 
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Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bryoe,  J.  A.(Invemes»  Burghs) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybura 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buzton,Rt.Hn.Srdney  Chatlos 

Byles,  William  FoUard 

Cairns,  Thomas 

Carr-Oomm,  H.  W. 

C»TiBton,Rt.Hn.RicliaTdKnight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channin$;,  Francis  AUston 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clough,  W. 

CoaHt,Sir  T.Gkn  (Renfrew,  W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomlev 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Sua8ez,E.Grinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Clifford  John 

Cowui,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Cullman,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dickson-Po}mdor,  Sir  John  P. 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne.Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Haaley) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

QiU,  A.  H. 

Ginnell,  L. 

GUdstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,  Right  Hon.  lie  wis 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r) 

Harvey.  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

HaaUm,  Jamea  (Derbyahire) 


Haelam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazletoa,  Richard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hope.W.Bateman  (Somer8et,N 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

lUingworth,  Peroy  H. 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jone8,WiUiam(CaraarvoDshire) 

Jowett,  P.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kincaid-Smith  Captain 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Lamb,Edmund  G.(Leominster 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leese.Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,A.Levy  (Essex, Harwich 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd- George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lycll,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

MacVeagh,Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MacVeigh,  Charles  (Donegal,£. 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (SUfford,  W.) 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincohi) 

Marks.G.  Croydon  (Launceston) 

Massie,  J.  • 

Meehan,  Patrick  A. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  £.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlav) 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson.CharlesN.  ( Doucast'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal  (TipperaryMid 

O'Connor,  John  (Kiidare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool  ) 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Grady.J. 


0'KeUyHFame8(Roacommoii.N. 
O'Malley.  WilUam 
O'Mara,  James 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Paul,  Herbert 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.  Lefk 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.(Colchestei 
Philipp8,CoLIvor  (S'thampton) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,C.E.(Edinburgh,  Central) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Holland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Watcrford 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Renton,  Major  Leslie 
Richards,Ttioma8  (W-Monm'th 
Rirkctt,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  G.  N.  (Norwich) 
Robertson.Rt  Hn.  E.  (I>undi« 
Robert8on,Sir  G.Scott<Bradrra 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  WilUam  Snowdon 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Scotl,A.H.(A8hton  under  Lyne) 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  Ti.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Snieaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,Thomas  F.  (Leittim,  S.) 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh. 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edwar 
Straxiss,  E.  A.  (Abindgon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor.  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
ThomaB,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey.  F.  W. 
Walah,  Stephen 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Treot 
Ward, W.Dudley  (Southampt'n 
Woson,  John  Cathcart  (Orlmey 
Watt,  H.  Anderson  - 
Weir,  James  GaUoway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead.  Rowland 
Whitley,  J  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilkie.  Alexander 
WilUams,  J,  (Glamorgan) 
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WilBon,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R) 
Wilaoo,  W.  J.(Woroester8h.  N.) 
Winfrey,  R. 


Wood,  T.  M'KJnaon  I 

Woodhou8e,Sir.T.T.(Hudd'r8rd 
Yoxall,  Jainc8  Henry  { 


Tbllbbs  fob  thb  Aybs— Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Peaae. 


AcIand-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alex.F 
Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 
Arkwright,  Jobn  Stanhope 
Amo1d-For8ter,Rt.Hn.Hugh  O. 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beach,Hn.Hichael  Hugh  Hicks 
B'^ekett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

CavendiBh3t.Hn.  Victor  C.  W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Astern  Manor) 
Ocil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
CscilJLord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Dooglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Kaber.  Capt.W.V.  (Hant8.,W.) 
Fell,ATthiir 


NOES. 

Fetherstonhaogh,  Godfrey 
Pinch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,J.(Londonderry,  South 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrieon-Broadley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hervey.F.  W.  F.(Bury  S.  Edm'di 
Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 
HiU,  Henry  Staveley  (Staff'sh.) 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Waiter(Dubliif;S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  AUred 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meyaey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Morpeth,  Viscount 


Nield,  Herbert 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Xorrens 

Pease.Herbert  Pike(Darlingtoa 

Ratclift,  Major  R.  F. 

Rawlinson.John  Frederick  Pee 

Roberts,  S.(Sheffield,Ecclesall) 

Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 

Sandys,  Lieut.-Col.Tho8.Myles 

Sloan,  Thomas  Honry 

Smith,  Ab«l  H.(Hertford,  East) 

Smith,F.  E.  (Liverpool, Walton 

Starkuy,  John  R. 

Thomson,  W.Mitchell  (Lanark) 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Valentia,  Viscount 

WiUiams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 

Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart- 

Youngor,  George 

Tbllbbs  for  thb  Nobs — Mr. 
George  Faber  and  Mr. 
Walrond. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
the  Chaiiman  do  report  this  Resolution 
to  the  House." 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  239  ; 
Noes,  55.      (Division  List  No.  297.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Aohuid,  Francis  Dyke 

Xw,  George  William 
1,  Percy 
Armitage,  R. 

Asqoith,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  H. 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Ban>atd,E.B. 
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Gordon.J.  (LonUonderry,South 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broatlley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hn.  Claude  George 
Hervey,F.W.F.(BurySEdm'ds) 
Hill,  Sir  0ement  (Shrewsbury) 
Hill,  Henry Stavoley  (Staff 'sh.) 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S 
Lyttleton,  Rt.  Hn.  Alfred 
Slaolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
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Mr.  Lonsdale. 


Resolution  to  be  repotted  to-mortow. 
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MUSICAL    COPYRIGHT    BILL. 
Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

♦The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds.W.)  appealed  to  the  House  to 
pass  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill.  His 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Scotland 
division  of  Liverpool  had  brought  the 
Bill  to  this  stage,  and  it  was  supported 
by  three  leaders  of  Parties  in  this  House. 
When  it  had  reached  the  Committee 
stage  the  Government  intervened  and 
adopted  the  Bill,  because  they  thought 
that  a  serioos  injustice  was  entailed 
upon  composers  as  the  law  now  stood.  It 
had  been  said  that  they  had  intervened 
because  of  the  action  taken  by  large 
finns.  All  he  could  say  was  that  that  was 
not  so  in  his  case.  For  some  two  years 
he  had  felt  that  grave  hardship  had 
been  imposed^  not  upon  large  and  in- 
fluential firms  who  were  well  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves,  but  upon  the  com- 
posers of  songs,  especially  composers 
of  the  best  songs,  who  had  been  very 
unfairly  dealt  with.  He  might  be  carried 
away  because  of  some  interest  on  his 
part  in  the  musical  profession  and  in 
the  art  of  music.  He  must  confess  that 
in  regard  to  the  Members  who  ofiered 
opposition  to  this  Bill  he  had  not  observed 
that  any  of  them  were  connected  with  the 
musical  profession,  or,  gifted  as  they  were 
in  other  respects,  endowed  with  musical 
talents.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  aa  he  was 
to  some  extent  associated  with  the  musical 
profession  for  many  years,  he  had  a 
particular  interest  in  this  question.  As 
the  Government  had  only  intervened 
in  support  of  the  Bill  at  a  late  stage  it 
was  obvious  that  they  were  not  respon- 
sible for  the  original  drafting  of  the 
measure.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  did 
not  intervene  until  the  session  was 
drawing  to  a  close  and  until  the  Bill  had 
reached  the  Committee  stage.  The 
Government  had  considered  the  matter 
and  were  prepared  to  meet  the  objec- 
tions of  some  of  his  hon.  friends  below 
the  Gangway  who  said  that  the  Bill 
would  have  a  very  drastic  efiect  if  it 
was  passed  in  its  pres^it  form.  He 
thoo^t  his  hon.  fnend  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  would  not  only  admit  that 
his  Amendments  were  satisfactory  to 
th(Mehon.  Gentlemen,  but  also  recognise 
their  perfect  sincerity  of  purpose  in  object- 
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ing  to  certain  portions  of  the  Bill,  and  in 
pointing  out  certain  dangers  which 
might  attend  the  passing  of  some  of  its 
provisions.  The  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  desires  and  wishes  of 
hon.  Members  who  had  put  forward 
reasonable  objections  to  the  Bill.  They 
had  therefore  drawn  up  Amendments 
which  they  had  submitted  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  had  taken  a  leading  part  in 
criticising  the  Bill.  He  understood  that 
all  the  hon.  Members  were  favourably 
disposed  towards  those  Amendments. 
They  had  amended  the  Bill  so  that  there 
should  be  no  imprisonment  for  a  first 
offence.  They  had  also  provided  that 
the  printer,  as  well  as  the  hawker, 
should  be  liable,  and  they  had  limited  the 
power  of  arrest  without  warrant.  The 
proposals  which  they  should  bring  for- 
ward in  another  place  were  first  of  all 
that  no  proceedings  were  to  be  taken 
in  respect  of  any  ofience  committed 
before  the  music  was  registered  at 
Stationers'  Hall,  whether  the  music  was 
published  in  England  or  abroad.  In 
the  second  place,  they  would  propose 
that  no  arrest  was  to  be  made  without 
the  authority  of  the  owner  of  the  copy- 
right, who  should  |;ive  the  titles  of  the 
copyright  works  m  re^d  to  which 
infringement  was  complamed  of,  the  par- 
ticulars being  addressed  to  the  chief  poUce 
inspector  of  the  district.  Then  to  meet 
the  point  that  a  hawker  might  innocently 
purchase  pirated  copyrighted  music  he 
proposed  another  Amendment.  The  Bill 
provided  that  the  hawker  should  prOve 
his  innocence,  and  if  he  did  so  he  should 
escape  any  penalty,  and  the  point  of  their 
third  proposal  was  that  if  no  conclusive 
proof  could  be  adduced  either  way,  and 
that  might  happen  occasionally  or  even 
frequently,  the  hawker,  if  it  was  his  first 
offence, would  not  be  liable  to  any  penalty. 
The  effect  of  the  Amendment  would  be 
where  there  was  the  printer's  and  pub- 
lisher's name  upon  the  music  to  throw 
the  onus  of  proof  upon  the  prosecutor. 
The  fourth  Amendment  was  that  there 
should  be  an  appeal  to  Quarter  Sessions. 
He  hoped  these  Amendments  would 
satisfy  non.  Members  who  opposed  the 
Bill,  and  that  they  would  now  allow  it  to 
go  through. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 
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♦Mr.  J.  D.  WHITE  (Dumbartonshire) 
said  his  opposition  to  this  Bill  as  it 
stood  was  based  not  on  a  knowledge  of 
music  but  on  a  desiie  to  safeguard  the 
liberties  of  innocent  people.  He  was 
opposed  to  musical  piracy  as  much  as 
anyone,  but  he  held  that  such  new  and 
drastic  provisions  should  be  qualified  by 
proper  safeguards.  He  considered  that  no 
proceedings  should  be  taken  unless  the 
piece  of  music  upon  which  the  prosecu 
tion  was  founded  had  been  registered  be- 
fore the  commission  of  the  alleged  offence. 
In  the  case  of  music  which  had  first  been 
printed  abroad  in  a  country  not  within 
the  internafnonal  conventions  no  copy- 
right could  be  subsequently  obtained  here, 
and  yet  he  had  been  informed  that  in 
some  such  cases  there  had  been  what  was 
really  a  bogus  claim  to  copyright.  His 
principal  objections  to  the  measure  as  it 
stood  nad  been  substantially  met  by  the 

groposals  of  the  right  hoii.  Gentleman  the 
[ome  Secretary,  and  he  would  only 
suggest  that  proper  facilities  should  be 
given  to  the  public  to  consult  the  list  of 
prohibited  music.  In  view  of  what  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  had  said  he  would 
not  move  the  Motion  standing  in  his  name, 
but  at  the  same  time  ho  expressed  no 
opinion  as  to  how  these  Amendments 
would  read  when  put  into  the  Bill,  and 
reserved  the  right  of  subsequent  criticism. 

*Mb.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  said  he 
had  no  objection  to  the  Bill  itself 
as  a  whole.  He  only  opposed  the  one 
portion  which  said  that  a  man  must 
be  considered  guilty  unless  he  could 
prove  his  innocence.  That  clause  ought 
to  be  taken  out  altogether.  No  Govern- 
ment ought  to  put  into  a  British  Act 
of  Parliament  such  a  clause  as  t'lat. 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  in  another 
place  they  would  take  a  more  enlightened 
view  and  delete  the  clause.  If  the 
Government  once  adopted  this  retrograde 
and  un-British  legislation,  and  put 
objectionable  clauses  of  this  character 
into  Acts  of  Parliament,  they  were  bound 
to  come  to  grief. 

*Me.  BYLES  (Salford)  said  that  when 
the  Bill  first  came  before  the  House 
it  was  said  that  there  was  no  objeotion 
>o  it,  that  in  fact  everybody  was  in 
favour  of  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
deserved  no  credit  for  the  Amendments  he 
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had  moved,  and  he  (Mr.  Byles)  was  willing 
to  let  the  Bill  go  through  as  it  was, 
being  satisfied  that  these  Amendments 
had  been  put  in.  Those  who  opposed 
the  Bill,  however,  were  entitled  to  the 
credit,  and  they  had  been  subjected 
to  ft  good  deal  of  obloquy  in  the  matter. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland 
Division  of  Liverpool  had  several  times 
said,  in  trying  to  get  it  through,  that 
the  Bill  was  agreed  to  on  all  sides. 
After  the  critics  of  the  measure  had  ex- 
posed the  weakness  and  mischief  that 
lurked  in  it  men  began  to  read  the 
Bill,  and  the  divisions  disclosed  the 
fact  that  many  eminent  laywers  and 
old  and  respected  Members  of  the 
House  were  of  their  way  of  thinking. 
Be  considered  that  that  result  and  the 
Amendments  made  by  the  Government 
were  a  complete  justification  for  theii 
opposition.  He  was  glad  to  think  that 
the  Bill  would  become  law  in  a  condition 
far  less  objectionable  than  when  first 
introduced,  though  it  was  not  satisfactory 
even  now.  He  only  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  care  to  induce  the 
Upper  House  to  insert  the  promised 
Amendments. 


Mr.  LUPTON  thanked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  for 
having  granted  some  of  the  Amendments 
asked  for.  He  desired  to  put  to  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  a  question  with 
reference  to  the  list  that  the  pub- 
lisher had  to  send  to  the  police  stating 
the  music  which  was  not  to  be  sold  by 
"  pirates."  He  believed  it  was  under- 
stood that  a  copy  of  that  list  was  to 
be  supplied  to  any  member  of  the  pubUc 
who  applied  for  it. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  he  should  not 
like  to  give  a  definite  opinion  on  the 
point.  He  confessed  he  saw  at  present 
no  objection  to  what  the  hon.  Grentleman 
said,  but  he  would  give  further  considera- 
tion to  the  matter. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


STREET  BETTING  BILL  [Lords]. 
Order  for  Second  Keading  read. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

♦Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.)  said 
he  was  surprised  that  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  had  never  been  explained  to  the 
House  by  any  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  did  not  see  his  way  two 
nights  in  succession  blindly  to  follow 
His  Majesty's  Government  into  the 
division  lobby.  He  was  present  in  pur- 
suance of  that  much  debated  thing 
called  a  mandate  to  resist  any  legislation 
of  th3  character  contemplated  by  this 
Bill.  This  measure  came  before  the 
House  under  these  circumstances.  A 
month  ago  the  Home  Secretary  was 
approached  by  a  deputation  asking  him 
to  deal  with  what  was  alleged  to  be  the 
serious  evils  of  street  betting.  The 
Hon.  Gentleman  expressed  sympathy 
with  the  idea,  and  suggested  that  some- 
body should  introduce  a  BUI  on  the  lines 
of  Lord  Davey's  Bill  which  was  brought 
m  in  another  place  last  year,  and  said 
that  he  would  be  disposed  to  look 
favourably  upon  it.  He  (Mr.  Bottomley) 
ventured  to  take  up  the  suggestion 
and  proposed  the  outline  of  a  Bill 
which  he  thought  contained  all  the 
provisions  necessary  to  stamp  out  what 
every  man  must  admit  to  be  an  institu- 
tion which  if  possible  it  was  most  desirable 
to  get  out  of  existence.  But  his  pro- 
posal was  received  with  the  derision 
which  perhaps  his  presumption  merited. 
Time  passed  and  other  deputations 
waited  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  ultimately  an  hon.  Member  intro- 
dnced  a  Bill  called  the  Street  Betting 
Bill  which  after  the  First  Reading  was 
suddenly  dropped  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House.  This  Bill  came 
down  from  another  place,  and  was  the 
second  adopted  child  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  As  to  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  felt  as  much  pride  in 
it  as  in  the  other  he  did  not  know,  but  he 
ventured  to  express  some  surprise 
that  the  strongest  Government  of  all 
time  should  find  it  necessary  a*"  the  fag  end 
of  the  session  in  order  to  get  on  the  Statute- 
book  some  permanent  record  of  its 
legislative  genius,  to  resort  to  the 
expedient  of  disappointed  and  desperate 
women — to  adopt  a  nondescript  ofi- 
apring  and  thrust  it  upon  the   House 


without  even  giving  it  a  decent  christen- 
ing or  any  kind  of  introduction.  If 
the  intention  of  the  (Jovernment  was  to 
stamp  out  the  evil  of  betting,  surely  it  was 
strong  enough  to  have  dropped  the 
system  of  instalment  legislation  in 
regard  to  this  measure,  and  to  have  said 
that  they  would  grapple  with  the  whole 
difficulty,  suppress  it,  and  make  it 
illegal  in  every  shape  and  form.  He 
did  protest  against  the  hypocritical 
spirit  which  underlay  a  measure  of 
this  kind,  which  asked  the  pubKc  out- 
side to  believe  that  this  House  was  the 
enemy  of  all  forms  of  betting,  but  had 
no  more  courage  than  to  put  its  hand 
on  the  man  who  put  his  shilling  on  a 
horse  in  the  street,  leaving  the  rich 
and  middle-class  gambler  absolutely 
free.  He  heard  with  a  sense  of  guilt  the 
impeachment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Louth  when  he  said 
that  the  Liberal  Party  once  in  power  was 
more  one-sided  and  more  intolerant  in 
its  legislation  than  any  Tory  Grovern- 
ment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 
said  it  was  easier  to  get  jobs  through  the 
Liberal  Party. 

♦Mb.  BOTTOMLEY  said  it  was  another 
aspect  of  the  same  matter.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  used  the  phrase 
that  Liberal  majorities  were  in  the  habit 
of  foisting  upon  this  House  measures  of  a 
character  which  hitherto  he  thought 
were  the  prerogative  of  Tory  Govern- 
ments. The  House  was  to-night  asked 
to  pass  a  Street  Betting  Bill  which  could 
do  no  possible  good.  He  objected  to 
it  first  because  it  was  class  legislation 
in  ita  worst  form.  It  touched  the  little 
man,  and  left  out  the  middle-class  and 
big  man  entirely.  He  objected  to  it 
even  more  strongly  because  it  would 
have  no  other  result  than  to  aggravate 
the  evil.  If  they  removed  the  little 
man  from  the  street,  agencies  would 
spring  up  in  every  workshop  and  factory 
in  the  land.  They  could  not  stamp 
out  the  instinct  of  a  little  gambling 
excitement  in  the  human  breast.  There 
would  arise  little  amateur  bookmakers  in 
factories  and  workshops,  bringing  facili- 
ties and  temptations  under  the  very  noses 
of  men.  Ais  an  example,  let  them  take 
the  town  of  Crewe.    There  were  only  two 
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bookmakers  in  tbat  town  ten  years  ago, 
and  they  carried  on  their    business  as 
street  booknmkers.    A  mistaken  enthusi- 
asm on  the  part  of  the  authorities  drove 
those  men  out  of  existence.      There  were 
to-day  fifty  bookmakers  carrying  on  a 
lucrative  business  in  Crewe   in  offices, 
shops,    and    works,    and  the     betting 
g:iing  on  among  the   workmen  to-day 
in    Crewe    was    a   hundred-fold    greater 
than  when  two  men  carried  on  business 
in    the    streets.    As   regarded    the    ex- 
clusion in   favour   of  betting   on   race- 
courses, he  might  point  out  that  on  a 
big  race  day,  such  as  the  Derby,  there 
was  more  betting  than  in  the  streets 
and  betting  offices  throughout  the  yeu. 
Yet  the  Government  said  that  workmen 
might  go  to  the  race-course  and  bet  as 
much    as    they    liked.    To    test    how 
thoroughly  this  matter  was  understood 
in    the    constituency    of    Clitheroe,    the 
hon.  Member  for  which  had  opposed  his 
Bill,  he  got  a  petition  signed  by  the 
chief  inspector   of   police,    by    various 
other    members    of    the    police    force, 
ministers  of  every  denomination;    and 
one   Catholic   priest  made   it   the  text 
of  his  sermon  and  urged  his  congregation 
to   sign   it.    The   petition   lay    in   the 
House  to-day.    There  was  not  a  police 
official    whom    he    had    privately    con- 
sulted,   and   he   had    consulted   many, 
who  did  not  say  that  any  such  provisions 
as  this  Bill  contained  would  not  grapple 
with  this  evil.    He  ventured  to  say  that 
this  was  another  of  those  blind  acts  of 
surrender  to  Nonconformist   and   other 
ecclesiastical  influences  which  told  them 
that  they  had  to  put  on  the  Statute- 
book     a     lot    of     puritanical     social 
legislation  of  this  character.     [Cries  of 
"  No."]    He  asked  the  Government  to 
tell  the  House  what  was  their    object 
in  this  Bill.    If  they  said  that  street 
betting  per  se  constituted  the  bane  of 
the    working    men     of     this    country, 
then  they    were    bound  to    go  a     step 
further     and    show     that    suppression 
of  the  street  bookmaker  would   remove 
that  danger.    In  proportion  as  they  re- 
moved the  street  bookmaker   from  the 
obcorvation  of  the  poUce  and  from  places 
where  he  could  be  neely  dealt  with  imder 
by-laws,  local  Acts,  and  the  general  law 
of  the  country,  they  increased  the  facili- 
ties  for     betting  in  all  the  workshops 
and  factories  of  the  land.    If  the  pro- 
Mr.  Bottmnley. 


moters  of  the  Bill  objected  to  betting 
he  was  surprised  that  tiiey  had  not 
the  courage  to  tackle  the  whole 
thing  and  say  that  betting  altogether 
should  be  suppressed.  He  protested 
against  this  method  of  adopting  the 
legislation  of  "  another  place  '*  without 
receiving  any  explanatory  statement. 
The  Bill  was  not  called  for ;  there  had 
been  no  demand  for  it.  It  was  never 
put  before  any  of  the  constituencies  at  the 
late  election.  It  would  do  harm  rather 
than  good.  He  did  not  say  this  with  any 
desire  to  increase  betting  facilities  among 
working  men.  He  should  like  to  see 
every  working  man  give  up  betting, 
but  it  was  mere  hypocrisy  to  pretend  that 
he  would.  He  would  be  no  party  to  a 
piece  of  class  legislation  of  this  kind.  If 
they  suppressed  street  betting,  they 
would  increase  the  evil  indoors  where  it 
would  be  free  from  public  supervision 
and  control.  He  begged  to  move 
"That  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  this  day  six  mouths." 

♦Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditoh,  Hox- 
ton),  in  seconding  the  Amendment,  said 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Hackney  had 
very  properly  shown  that  the  evils  which 
the  promoters  of  this  Bill  de«red  to  re- 
move would  not  really  be  cured  by 
the  provisions  of  the  measure.    It  was  a 
Bill  which  made  one  law  for  the  rich  and 
another  for  the  poor.    It  was  notorious 
that  at  this  moment  there  were  in  the 
West  End  of  London  offices  known  to 
the  police,  and  to  persons  who  desired 
to   engage   in   betting,    where    betting 
could  be  indulged  in.    If  any  man  in 
humbler  circumstances  desired  to  do  that 
which  the  rich  were  allowed  to  do,  he  was 
made  to  sufier  the  full   penalty  of  the 
law.    He  was  not  alone  in  opposing  this 
Bill.    Mr.  "Wharton,  who  took  very  great 
interest  in  this  Bill  when  it  was  before 
Parliament    in    previous    sessions,   was 
satisfied    that    it   would    not    in   any 
proper  fashion  cope  with  the  gigantic 
evil     which     the    promoters     of    the 
measure  desired  to  remove.    That  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  wide  Parliamentary 
experience    and    was    well    known  as 
a  keen  and  most  earnest  social  reformer. 
But  he  submitted  that  the  way  in  which 
they  should  endeavour  to  reduce  street 
betting  was  by  imposing  a  fine  so  heavy 
tbiat  it  would  not  be  worth  while  for  thq 
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bookmaker  to  puisne  his  business  in  the 
streets.  Under  this  Bill,  however,  an 
ignorant  and  practically  an  innocent 
person  who  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
law  nor  of  the  powers  of  the  law  might 
go  and  bet  with  a  bookmaker  in  the 
street  and  subject  himself  to  very 
serious  penalties.  That  seemed  to  him 
utterly  unreasonable,  when  this  igno- 
ant  person  knew  that  he  was  only  doing 
what  rich  men  were  doing  elsewhere  with 
impunity.  The  Government  by  this 
measure  were  making  one  law  for  the 
rich  in  the  West  End  and  another  law 
for  the  poor  man  in  the  streets  of  the 
East  End.  This  was  an  attempt  to 
pander  to  sentimentality  and  a  bit  of 
shop-window  dressing  for  the  Noncon- 
formist conscience.  The  evils  connected 
witii  betting  must  be  dealt  with  in  a 
difbrent  spirit  and  by  different  methods, 
and  therefore  he  begged  to  second  the 
Motion. 

« 
Amendment    proposed — 

"  To  leave  ont  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Qaeetion  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.'  "—{Mr  BoUomley.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

*Mtt.  GLADSTONE  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hoxton  had  stated  that  this 
Bill  had  boan  introduced  to  satisfy  the 
Noooonfonnist  conscience.  But.  what 
were  the  retfl  facts  t  The  Bill  had  come 
from  the  House  of  Lords,  and  special 
influence  had  been  brought  to  bear  on 
himself  to  forward  its  progress  by  a  most 
influential  deputation  from  both  Houses  of 
Convocation.  The  general  law  with  which 
the  authorities  had  had  to  deal  on  this 
question  was  that  where  an  obstruction 
m  the  street  was  caused  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding £5  could  be  imposed.  There 
were  in  many  places  by-laws  providing 
for  the  imposition  of  a  fine  not  exceeding 
JC5  for  street  betting ;  and  in  some  large 
towns  it  was  possible  under  the  provisions 
of  local  Acts  to  inflict  heavier  penalties 
for  second  or  subsequent  offences.  But 
the  present  system  of  fines  was  wholly 
insufficient ;  and  some  of  these  betting 
men  snapped  their  fingers  in  the  face 
of  the  police.  The  magistrates  said 
that  this  street  betting  was  a  great 
national  evil,  and  he  agreed.  Every 
one  knew  that  under,  tbe  existing  law 


there  was  no  power  of  imprisonment 
for  street  betting.  The  question  of 
dealing  with  the  evil  had  been  under  the 
consideration  of  a  Committee  who  had 
gone  very  thoroughly  into  the  matter, 
takinji;  a  large  amount  of  evidence, 
and  that  Committee,  which  included 
Lord  Davey,  Lord  Aberdeen,  Lord  Comp- 
ton.  Lord  Durham,  Lord  James  of  Here- 
ford, had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
was  an  evil  that  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by 
legislation.  Hence  their  Report  and  thus 
BUI.  It  had  been  conclusively  proved  by 
inquiry  by  a  House  of  Lords  Committee 
that  the  practice  of  betting  in  the  streets 
had  increased  enormously  of  late  years, 
and  had  resulted  in  much  evil  among  the 
working  classes.  It  appeared  that  these 
street  bookmakers  betted  not  only  with 
men  but  with  women  and  cUldren. 
The  Committee  recommended,  in  view 
of  the  acknowledged  evils  which  existed, 
that  there  should  be  further  legislation, 
and  they  also  recommended  amongst 
other  thmgs  that  the  magistrates  should 
have  power  to  send  bookmakers  to 
prison  without  the  option  of  a  fine  for 
mducing  boys  and  youths  to  gamble. 
They  also  recommended  that  there 
should  be  a  £10  fine  for  a  first  offence, 
£20  for  a  second  offence,  and  £60  for 
any  subsequent  offence  with  power 
to  send  a  bookmaker  to  prison  without 
the  option  of  a  fine.  .- These  were  the 
recommendations  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  adopted.  There  were  cases 
given  in  which  one  bookmaker  had 
been  fined  fifty-four  times  in  four  years ; 
twenty-one  had  been  fined  eighteen 
times  ;  twenty-six  seventeen  times  ; 
twenty-eight  twelve  times  and  so  forth. 
The  total  number  of  summary  con- 
victions during  the  last  three  years 
in  the  Metropolitan  Police  district  was 
no  less  than  6,263,  and  the  significant 
fact  was  that  the  number  of  persons 
convicted  only  numbered  1,882.  In  the 
evidence  before  the  House  of  Lords 
Committee  the  case  of  a  man  who  was 
fined  £5  was  quoted.  The  man  said 
he  hoped  the  magistrates  would  not 
trouble  him  next  time  to  come  to  the 
Coiirt,  but  he  should  be  happy  if  fined 
again  to  send  the  £5.  The  present 
state  of  the  law  was  farcical,  and  the  only 
question  was  whether  this  Bill  was  the 
right  way  of  dealing  with  it.  If  betting 
men    were    licensed   the    House    would 
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have  to  make  bets  recoverable.  This 
Bill  was  not  directed  against  the  poor 
man's  betting  at  all,  and  if  betting 
were  removed  from  the  streets  there 
were  plenty  of  opportunities  for  the 
working  man  to  bet  as  much  as  he 
chose.  Let  him  bet  with  his  friends. 
He  was  no  purist  in  this  matter,  but  every- 
one knew  the  difference  between  the  evils 
of  betting  with  a  bookmaker  and  backing 
one's  opinion  with  a  friend.  They  did 
not  wish  to  interfere  with  anybody's 
freedom,  but  they  *>vished  to  stop  the 
weaker  brother  and  women  and  children 
from  ruining  themselves.  They  also 
wished  to  save  our  streets  from  what 
they  considered  a  scandal.  He  should 
like  to  abolish  betting  on  racecourses, 
but  it  was  a  big  question,  and  must  be 
done  by  a  direct  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  this  was  a  smaller  question  which 
they  were  going  to  deal  with  separately 
by  this  Bill. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
said  he  was  entirely  in  favour  of  tlus 
Bill,  but  he  desired  to  see  it  carried 
further.  What  he  wished  to  know 
was  this:  If  this  Bill  was  carried  it 
had  occurred  to  him  that  it  might  be 
made  to  apply  to  bets  made  by  telegraph, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  not. 
Through  the  telegraph  the  Government 
was  made  the  means  of  betting  all  through 
the  country,  and  received  a  revenue  from 
it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  not 
be  going  too  far  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that,  so  far  as  the  Government 
could  do  it,  betting  by  telegram  should 
be  prohibited.  If  that  were  done,  he 
thought  they  would  have  gone  a  great 
way  to  make  this  Bill  a  success. 

Mb.  J.  W.  WILSON  ^Worcestershire. 
N.)  said  that  the  Committee  which 
considered  this  BUI  had  had  before 
them  not  only  this  year  but  last  applica- 
tions and  petitions  from  large  towns 
in  the  north  in  favour  of  these  very 
powers.  And,  in  fact,  the  powers  given 
by  this  Bill  had  been  in  force  during 
all  the  present  year  in  Halifax  and 
Accrington.  At  least  three  Bills  giving 
these  same  powers  to  certain  towns 
had  gone  through  both  Houses,  and  the 
working  classes  in  those  towns  had 
deliberately  supported  their  local  bodies 
in  obtaining  them.    He  felt  that  these  I 
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powers  ought  to  be  extended.  It  was 
not  a  question  of  making  a  new  law, 
but  of  making  an  old  law  more  efficient. 
He  believed  that  there  was  no  measure 
before  Parliament  that  would  receive 
such  universal  acceptance  as  this,  and 
he  was  only  surprised  that  such  a  Bill 
should  have  oome  down  year  after  year 
from  the  Lords  and  never  have  been 
taken  up  by  the  Government  then  in 
power. 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe)  said  the  Bill  before  the  House 
was  not  satisfactory  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned.  There  were  no  doubt  good 
reasons  for  Clause  2,  but  he  could  assure 
the  House  that  he  and  those  associated 
with  him  were  quite  as  anxious  to  get  at 
the  professional  better  in  the  ring  as 
the  other.  In  their  opinion  the  man 
in  the  ring  was  equally  guilty.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
consider  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Trinity  College  and  giveeSect 
to  it  in  this  Bill.  If  he  did  the  Labour 
Party  would  give  him  all  the  support 
they  could.  There  was  no  doubt  as  to 
the  views  of  the  Labour  Party  in  this 
House.  He  knew  the  temptation  put 
in  the  way  of  the  working  men.  The 
working  men  were  aa  anxious  as  any- 
body to  deal  with  the  matter.  Thqr 
desired  to  curtail  this  evil  but  not  in 
the  way  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Hackney,  by  registration,  and 
elevating  the  betting  man  to  a  position 
of  respectability.  The  object  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Hackney  was  to  make 
the  bookmaker  a  respectable  tradesman 
with  an  open  door  into  his  office.  The 
working  men  were  not  prepared  to  do 
that.  What  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  about  CUtheroe  was  true,  but  the 
paragraph  inserted  in  the  paper  to 
which  he  had  referred  asking  that  the 
bookmaker  and  other  persons  connected 
with  betting  should  be  put  under  super- 
vision and  control  was  slipped  in  by  a 
trick. 

*Mr.  BOTTOMLBY:  Has  anyone 
withdrawn   his   signature  ? 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  said  he  had 
received  hundreds  of  postcarde  from 
his  constituents  who  said  they  had  s'gned 
the  petition  under  a  misapprehens'on. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Navy  amd  Army  {31  July  1906}        EnqperuLUwre,  1904-5.        870 


He  had  heard  from  the  Temperance  As- 
wxsiation,  tiie  Free  Chuioh  Council,  and 
many  ministeis  of  religion  pointing  out 
hoirthey  had  been  "  let  in."  He  had  the 
honour  of  fighting  a  gentleman  on  this 
question  at  the  last  elecHon  who  backed 
up  betting  in  his  add  ress,  saying  that  every 
man  ought  to  be  allowed  to  put  a  shilling 
on  a  gee-gee.  He  beat  his  opponent 
by  over  8,000  votes,  which,  he  took 
it,  was  a  better  record  of  what  his  con- 
stituency thought  about  betting  than 
any  such  trick  as  he  had  referred  to.  He 
would  be  prepared  to  support  the  Second 
Reading  of  thie  Bill,  but  on  the  strict 
understanding  that  if  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dealing  with  street  betting  in 
a  wider  sense  he  should  support  it. 

Mr.   MACVEAGH   (Down,   S.)   asked 
whether  the  Bill  applied  to  Ireland. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :    It  does. 


Mr.  LUPTON  said  he  had  been  for 
many  years  an  ardent  opponent  of 
street  betting  but  it  was  impossible  to 
support  this  meosure.  [Oriei*  ofy'  Divide."] 
If  it  were  right  to  put  down  Bilk  for 
discussion  at  one  o'c'ock  in  the  mornng 
it  was  right  that  they  shou'd  be  dis- 
cussed at  that  hour — [The  further  remarks 
of  the  hoa.  Member  were  rendered  in- 
sudible  by  cries  of  "  Divide "  and 
"Order."] 

Mr.  CLOUGH  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question,  "  That  the  Question  be  now 
put,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Question,  "  That  the  word  '  now 
stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put  accord 
ingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Mun  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a 
mitted  for  to-moirow, 


NAVY  AND  ARMV  EXPENDITURE, 
1904-5. 

SesoIutionB  reported. 

Wh«r«aB  it  appears  by  tbe  Navy 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1905,  and 
the  statement  appended  thereto,  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : — 

(a)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for  cer- 
tain Navy  Services  exceeded  the  estimate 
of  such  expenditnre  by  a  total  sum  of 
£415,439  18b.  8d.,  as  shown  in  Column 
No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended, 
while  the  gross  expenditure  for  other 
Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of 
£449,539 13s.  7d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No. 

2  of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that 
the  gross  actual  expenditure  for  the 
whole  of  the  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the 
gross  estimated  expenditure  by  the  net 
sum  of  £34,099  14s.  lid. 

(6)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain 
Grants  for  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the 
total  estimated  receipts  by  the  sum  of 
£80,479  6s.  lOd.,  as  shown  in  Column  No. 

3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  while  the 
receipts  in  aid  of  other  Navy  Services 
exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by 
a  total  sum  of  £76,198  8s.  9d.,  as  shown 
in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule,  so  that  the  total  actual  receipts 
in  aid  of  the  Grants  for  Navy  Services 
fell  short  of  the  total  estimated  receipts 
by  the  net  sum  of  £4,280  ISs.  Id. 

(c)  That  the  resulting  differences 
between  the  Exchequer  Grants  for 
Navy  Services  and  the  net  expenditure 
are  as  follows,  vis. : — 

£  *.    d. 

Total  Surpluses  -  -  455,107  18  8 
Total  Deficits  -        -  425,289    1  10 


Net  Surplus 


£29,818  16  10 


And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tem- 
porarily authorised  the  application,  in 
reduction  of  the  net  charge  on  Exchequer 
Grants  for  certain  Navy  Services,  of  the 
whole  of  the  sums  received  in  excess  of 
the  estimated  Appropriation-in-Aid,  in 
respect  of  the  same  Services,  and  have 
also  temporarily  authorised  the  applica- 
second  time,   and  com- 1  tion  of  so  much  of  the  said  total  surpluses 


j  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy  Services  as 
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is  necessary  to  oover  the  said  total  deficits  |      1.  "  That  the  application  of  sucb  snms 


on  other  Grants  for  Navy  Services. 


be  sanctioned." 
Schedule, 


HnmlMrol 
Tate. 


4- 

6- 
6- 

7- 
8- 


»  ■ 
lo- 
ll ■ 
It- 
18- 


U' 


Sec.  1 
8«c.  S 
Sec.  8 


XaT7  SarrloM,  UOI-B, 
ToUrk 


Main 


Wsga*,  Ac,  of  Offloen,  SeMnen, 

and  Bojra,  OoMt  Guatd,  Old 

Kojal  MattaM  ■       ■       ■       . 
yictnalllng  and  Clothing  tor  tbe 

Nary  ...... 

Uedlcal  IttablldunenU  and  8«r- 

TiOM  •        ■        •       . 
Maitlal  Law 
Edncational  SanrtcM  • 
ScientlHc  StrrloM 
Rojral  Naval  RmFrre* 
Shlpbnlldlng,    Bspaln, 

tenance,  &a  : 
Penoonel 
Materiel        •       • 
Contract  Work     • 
Naval  Armament* 
Works,  liuildinga  and  Eepain  at 

Home  and  Abroad  ... 
Miacellaneona  Effective  Services 
Adnilimlty  Offlce  • 
Uair-Pay,  Reserved  and  Retired 

Pay 

Naval    and   Marine    Pensions, 

Orataltie<,  and  Compaaslonste 

Allowances 
Civil  Pensions  and  Oratuitle* 

Amount  written  off  a*  ineoover- 
able   •      •      • 


OroM  Expenditure. 


Xxoeaseiat 

Actual  over 

Sstlmatad 

Gross 

Xzpenditnre. 


1.  d. 


67,174  U    8 


4J67  U    6 


aS4,SU    8    0 


82,8M  11    6 
1,761    7    1 

6,684    1    8 


6J904  IS  10 
22,!tU  18  U 


1064  16    4 


Snipluses  ot 

Bstlmated 

over  Actual 

Gross 
Bxpenditore. 


416,4S»  18    8 


a.d. 


4,8M    8  7 

11,«!»    8  » 

1,004  17  U 

18,844    8  8 

88,2110    0  8 

88,884  18  8 

87»,76S  11  0 

11,0<8  18  • 

78,808    1  1 


448,588  18    7 


Appropriations  in  Aid. 


Defldeoclea 

ot  Actual  aa 

compared  with 

Estimated 

Beoeipts. 


A      a.  d. 
87,810    t    0 


1,«8»  10    2 
8  17  10 


600    8  8 

87,878    4  8 

3,818  10  0 

440s  10  6 


6,486  16    0 
78    6  11 


80,478    6  10 


Sorpluse* 

of  Aelaalas 

compared  wiUi 

Estimated 

Beoeipts. 


B.d. 


18,100    8  4 


8,810   8  11 
8,SM  10  6 


808  14  ( 

86,823    8  1 

18,166    8  T 

tflS!  18  8 

8   8  8 


781186   8    8 


Net  Surplus,  £84,000  14  11 


Net  DeScit,  £4,8W  18  1 


Surplns  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1906,  and 
the  statement  appended  thereto,  as 
follows,  viz. : — 

(a)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for 
certain  Army  Services  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £256,367  Ss.  3d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  1  of  the  schedule  hereto 
appended ;  while  the  gross  expenditure 
for  other  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £365,574  6b.  6d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule ;  so  that  the  gross  actual  ex- 
penditure for  the  whole  of  the  Army 
Services  fell  short  of  the  gross  estimated 
expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of 
£109,207  2b.  3d. 

(b)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain 


.       ...       £29,818     168.     lOd, 

Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of 
£8,475  7s.  lOd.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  3 
of  the  said  appended  schedule ;  while  the 
receipts  in  aid  of  other  Army  Services 
exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by 
a  total  sum  of  £383,643  16s.  2d.,  as  shown 
in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule ;  so  that  the  total  actual  re- 
ceipts in  aid  of  the  grants  for  Army 
Services  exceeded  the  total  estimated  re- 
ceipts by  the  net  sum  of  £375,168  88.  4d. 

(c)  That  the  resulting  differences  be- 
tween the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Army 
Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as 
follows,  viz. : — 

£  «.  I 
Total  Surpluses  -  -  701,636  8  5 
Total  Deficits        -        -    217,260  17  10 


Net   Surplus   -    -  £484,375  10 
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And  whereas  the  Lords  Commis^oners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tempor- 
arily authorised  the  application,  in  re- 
duction of  the  net  charge  on  Exchequer 
Grants  for  certain  Army  Services,  of  the 
whole  of  the  sums  received  in  excess 
of  the  estimated  Appropriation-in-Aid 
in  respect  of  the  same  Services,  and  have 
tlso  temporarily  authorised  the  applica- 


tion of  so  much  of  the  said  total  sur- 
pluses on  certain  Qrants  for  Army 
Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the 
said  total  deficits  on  other  grants  for  Army 
Services. 

2.  "That    the    application    of    such 
sums  be  sanctioned." 


Schcdalo. 


i 

Army  SenrloM,  1904-1906. 
VotM. 

atom  Expenditure. 

Appiopriatloo*  In  AM. 

■s 

s 

s 

c 

Eicevea  of 

Actual  over 

Estimated 

Omiu 

Expenditore 

1. 

Surplnaea  of 
^limatrd 
over  Aciual 

Onuui 
Expenditure. 

8. 

DeBclenclea  of 
Actual  a* 

00"  pared  with 
Batliuated 
Uecelpta. 

8. 

Snrpliiiaaot 

Actual  ai 

compared  witb 

Baiiroated 

Kecalpta. 

4. 

1 

! 

S 
4 
» 

« 
7 
8 
« 

10 

11 
IJ 
U 

u 

u 

M 

Piy.  Ac.,  of   Army  (OenenI  SUlf,  B»gl- 

menu.  Reaerve,  and  IMpsrtmeoU) 
VmIIcoI  KsUbllshmraU :  Pay,  &a     - 
Militia  :  Pay,  Boaaty.  <ti!.  - 
Imixnal  Yromanry  :  Pay  and  AUo»ane«« 
Volanteer  Corpi  :  Pay  and  Allowanoea    ■ 

PniriiuoDs,  Funwe,  and  other  SuppIlM 
OtotlilnK  Katabllrhraenta,  and  fl«rirlce«     - 
Warlike  and  other  Storea :  Supply  Md 

Repair . 

Worka,   BnildlDgs,   ud   Repalrt:    Cort, 

Including  SUK  for  Engloeer  Senicaa  • 
btabllshmeDU  for  Military  XdocatioD  • 
HiMellaDeona  MectiT*  Serrioaa        •       - 
War  Office:    Balarlea  and  HlioelUneolu 

nuigm  ....... 

Noi|.elIacUTe  Chargei  for  Offleera,  Ao. 
Non-elfectiTe  CbarSaa  for  Men,  Ae.  • 
UtU  Soperuinaatfoo,  Compenaatioo,  and 

Compaadonate  Allowancaa  ... 

BalaaoM  Imoomabl*       .... 

• 

£       i.  d. 

12,562  16    6 
116,002  16  11 

10,236  18    6 

8.211  14  11 
7,617  12    8 

89,468    7    8 

86^6  U    0 

88,498    6  10 

«       i-d. 

186366    6  11 

CM  19    2 

68,S79    1    9 

46,176  10    8 

8,777  12    6 

tifita  10  10 

88,771  18    8 

S4,n6    1    8 
4314  16    2 

A       i-d. 
2,627  16    0 

4,687  10    8 
1,867    7    8 

68U    9 

A       1.4. 

7,761    lU 
6,067    •   7 

770  U    • 

667    6    8 

869,809  18    1 

16,128  14    8 

1,968    8    8 

81,117    8    8 

8S380  U    8 

8,647  U    9 

10^188  U    7 
16381  18    8 

866,867    8    8 

866,674    8    6 

8,476    7  10 

888.648  16    > 

Net  Siirplna,£  100,207    t    S 


Net  Bnrplni,  £876.168    8    4 


Surplus  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer    ...    je484,375  10s.  7d. 


Resolutions  read  s  second  time. 


First  Resolution''agreed  to. 


Second  Beaolntion: 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  156  ;  Noes, 
11.     (Division  List  No.  298.) 


AeUad,  Traaois  Dyko 
Aldeii,FWoy 
Armitege,  R. 


AYES. 

Bering,  Godfrey  (W«  of  Wight  I   Barran,  Rowland  Hir8t 
Birlow,  Percy  (Bedford)  I   Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Biraard,  E.  a  |   Beck,  A.  Oeoi' 
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Beiiii,W.(TVr  Hamlets,S.Geo. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Bottoroley,  Horatio 

Boalton,  A.  C.  F.  (Ramsey) 

Brace,  William 

Bryoe,  J.A.(I&vemess  Burghs) 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Byles,  William  PoUard 

Cairns,  Thomas 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Clough,  W. 

CoatSiSir  T.Glen(Renfrew,  W.) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Corbett  ,C.  H.(Sus»ex,  E.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dnnne,Major  E.Martin(WalBall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Fonwiok,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gill.  A.  H. 

GladBtone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Olendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Hardie,J.Koir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Haydon,  John  Patrick 

Hazel.  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 


Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hope,W.Bateman(Somerset,N. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

niingworth,  Percy  H. 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,Willi%m  (Carnarvonshire 

Kekewioh,  Sir  George 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Limb,  Grn<!Bt  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lee8e,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lever, A.Levy  (EB8ex,Harwich) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MaoVeigh,Charle8  (Donegal,E.) 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'KiUop,  W. 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 

Marks,G.Croydon  (Launoeston) 

Monzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Xathaniel 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  8. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney.  J.  J. 

Morgan.  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Mur^y,  John 

NichoUs,  George 

Nioholson,Charle8  N.(Donoa8t*r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipper8ry  Mid 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'DonneU,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Orsdy.  J. 

O'Mara,  James 


Pearoe,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 
Price,  C.E.(Edinbai;^Centtal) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Holland 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Ronton,  Major  Leslie 
Richards.Thomas  (W-Honm'th 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.(Cleveland) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 
Seavems.  J.  H. 
Shackleton.  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.(Hawick  B.) 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Smeaton.  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,  S.) 
Stanley,Hn.  A.  Lynlph  (Cheeh.) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W-  (Durham) 
Thoma8,Sir  A.(Glamorgao.  E.) 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Walsh,  Stej^en 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshiie) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,Llewclyn(Carmarth'n 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.B.) 
Wilson,  J.W.(Woroe8«er8h.  N.) 
Winfrey,  R. 

TaU.BItS  FOE  THB  Aybs— Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mt.  J.  A- 
Pease. 


NOES. 


Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Banbuty;Sir  Frederick  Geotge 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.iLondonderry.South 


Hill,Henry  St»Teley  (Staffsh.) 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Fea8e,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Starkey,  John  B. 


Thom8(»,W.  MitoheD-(LMiaik) 

TEIJ.KBS   FOB  THS     NOIS— Sit 

George    Doughty   and  Mr. 
Claude  Hay. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  road  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  [said  that  some 
parts  of  the  Bill  were  obscure.  He  did 
not  see  why  the  Bill  should  be  so  drafted 
that  it  was  necessary  to  read  it  four  or 
five  times  in  order  to  get  at  the  meaning. 

Mb.  STAVEl  EY  HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Eingswinford)  said  this  was  a  measure 
which  ought  to  receive  greater  discussion 
than  oould  be  given  to  it  at  this  hour 
(2  a.m.).  It  mig^t  involve  a  large  ex- 
penditure of  money,  and  if  greater 
bcilities  were  given  to  municipal  author- 
ities to  obtain  loans,  it  would  mean  an 
increase  in  the  rates.  He  moved, 
"That  tius  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  this  day  three  months." 

Sa  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London),  in 
seconding  the  Amendment,  said  he  did 
not  think  that  a  Bill  dealing  with 
£3,500,000  should  be  brought  forward 
at  this  hour  without  explanation,  and 
allowed  to  pass  without  discussion  of 
any  kind.  What  were  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  for  ?  Why  were  they  paid 
high  salaries  ?  Not  to  come  down  with 
Bills  and  give  the  House  no  explanation 
of  them.  This  was  not  the  way  to  ex- 
pedite business. 

Amendment  proposed — 


"  To  leave  oat  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Qaertion  to  add  th«  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.'  "—iHf.  StavOesf  Bill.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  that  huge 
sums  of  money  had  already  been  voted 
at  this  sitting  without  explanation.  Why 
should  a  certain  number  of  persons,  under 
one  of  the  provisions  of  this  measure, 
be  exempted  from  the  ordinary  duty  of 
meeting  theii  liabilities  in  connection 
with  the  principal  and  interest  of  loans  ? 
He  represented  a  very  poor  district,  and 
he  certainly  claimed  the  same  exemption 
for  it.  It  was  the  business  of  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  a  Bill  to  give  some  explanation 
of  it,  especially  at  this  hour  of  ten  minutes 
past  two  in  the  morning.  It  was  re- 
cognised even  by  the  Members  below  the 
(Gangway  that  they  did  not  understand 
the  meaning  of  Clause  3. 


The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  MoKbnna,  Mon- 
mouthshire, N.)  said  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  get  this  Bill  through 
before  the  4th  August.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  London  must,  at 
least,  understand  the  meaning  of  Clause  3, 
because  ho  recollected  the  hon.  Baronet 
being  present  when  an  identical  Bill  was 
presented  by  the  last  Qovernment ;  and 
no  one  who  had  the  City  experience 
of  the  hon.  Qentleman  was  likely 
to  misunderstand  what  the  BiU  or  any 
olause  of  it  meant.    If  this  Bill    waa 
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not  passed  it  would  cause  great  loss  to 
local  authonties  because  the  latter 
would  have  to  pay  a  higher  rate  of 
interest  for  the  money  which  they  wished 
to  borrow.  This  was,  in  fact,  a  Bill 
which  was   passed  every  year. 

Question  put — 

The.  House  proceeded  to  a  Division. 

Mb.  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  thought 
Hie  Ayes  had  it,  and,  on  his  decision 
being  challenged,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  Division  was  vezatiously  claimed, 
and  he  accordingly  called  upon  the 
Members  who  supported  and  who  chal- 
lenged his  decision  successively  to  rise  in 
their  places,  and  he  declared  the  Ayes  had 
it,  eight  Members  only  who  challenged  his 
decision  having  stood  upr 

I    Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 


{COMMONS} 


of  ihe  House. 


the  Ohaiimau  do  report  Progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  agam,"  pat,  and  negatived. 

Bill   reported    without    Amendment- 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
(1898)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Bead  a  aecond  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  tREPAYMENT.) 
Considered  in  Committee. 


SOUCITOBS  BILL. 
Considered  in  C!ommittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  EiCHOTT  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  moved  to  report 
progress  upon  the  ground  that  the  Bill 
ou^t  to  be  discussed  at  a  more  con- 
venient opportunity. 


Motion  made,  and   Question, 
Mr.  MeKenna, 


■That 


(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  extension  of  time  for  the 
repayment  of  a  loan  made  by  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Commissioners  to  the  South 
Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage  Commis- 
sioners, in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  session,  to  grant  money  for  the 
purpose  of  certain  Local  Loans  out  of  the 
Local  Loans  Fund,  and  for  other  purposes 
relating  to  Local  Loans. — {Mr.  MoKenna.) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  this  day. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pursu- 
ant to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  13th 
July. 


Adjourned    at 
o'olook. 


half  after  Two 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  1st  August,  1906. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham  took  the 
0»th. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Solicitors   Bill    [H.L.] ;    Glasgov  <  and 
South  Western  Railvray  Order  Confirma- 
gtion    Bill    [H.L.].      Returoed    from    the 
•|  Commons  agreed  to. 

^  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  Fh.u]. 
^  Commons  Amendments  considered  (ac- 
J,  cording  to  order),  and  agreed  to. 

J  Newburgh  and  North  Fife  Railway 
I  (Extension  of  Time)  Order  Confirmation 
C  Bill;  Paisley  Roads  Order  Confirmation 
8  Bill ;  Inverclyde  Bequest  Order  Confir- 
I  aiatioB  Bill ;  Perth  Corporation  Gas 
^  Order  Confirmation  Bill.  Read  3"  (ac- 
"  cording  to  order),  and  passed. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION  BILL. 
Petitions  against. — Of  parents,  guar- 
dians, and  teachers  of  children  attend- 
ing schools  at  Copp;  Oswaldtwistle ; 
Knuzden ;  Milnrow ;  Famworth ;  Clifton  ; 
Newton ;  Blackburn  (two) ;  Ramsbottom  ; 
Castleton  (two) ;  Accrington  (six) ;  Castle- 
ton  (two) ;  Westleigh  (two) ;  Bolton 
(two) ;  Newney  ;  Howe  Bridge  (two) ; 
Dearnley  (two) ;  Uarpurhey ;  Melling 
in  Luneadale  ;  Blackburn ;  Middleton 
<two) ;  Lower  Broughton  (four) ;  Rus- 
warp  ;  Westcombe  Park  ;  Ashow  ;  Fern- 
kurst ;  Shaw,  near  Oldham  ;  Eartham ; 
Darowen  ;  Penrhoslligwy  ;  Sapiston ; 
Christow  ;  Temple  Colston.  Of  inhabit- 
ants of  Tardeligge  Parish,  Bromsgrove  ; 
Pirton  Parish,  Hertfordshire ;  Crosby 
fiavensworth ;  Bickershaw. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TRAMWAYS  ACT,  187a 
Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their 
proceedings  under  the  Tramways   Act, 
1870,  during  the  Session  of  1906. 

VOL.  CLXn.    [Fourth  Series.] 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1898. 
Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and    modified  and   con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authoris- 
ing— 

The  construction  of  light  railways 
in  the  parts  of  Lindsey,  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  from  Winteringham  to 
Barton-uponHumber,  and  from 
Whitton  to  Aldborough  in  extension 
of  the  North  Lindsey  light  railways. 

The  Urban  District  Council  of 
Barking  Town,  to  take  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  a  road  on  which 
a  light  railway  authorised  by  the 
Barking  Light  Railways  ^Extensions) 
Order,  1903,  will  be  laid  in  the 
urban  district  of  Barking  Town,  in 
the  county  of  Essex. 

LABOUR  STATISTICS. 
Third    Abstract    of    Foreign    Labour 
Statistics. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  9.  (1906). 

Convention  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  China  respecting  Tibet,  signed 
at  Peking,  April  27th,  1906  (to  which  is 
annexed  the  Convention  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Tibet,  signed  at 
Lhasa,  September  7th,  1904).  ^Ratifica- 
tions exchanged  at  Jx>ndon,  Jmy  23rd« 
1906.) 

ARMY. 

Memorandum  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  on  army  re-organisation,  dated 
July  30th,  1906. 

METEOROLOGICAL  COMMITTEE. 
First    report    of    the     Meteorological 
Committee  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  for  the  year 
ended  March  31st,  1906. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Education    Bill,   1906    (Draft    Ballot 
Regulations). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ARMY. 

Further  Regulations  under  the  Regi- 
mental Debts  Act,  1893. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Closing  orders  made  by  the  Portadown 
Urban  District  Council. 

Oi-der  made  by  the  Council  of  the  City 
of  Bath,  and  confirmed  by  the  Secretary 
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of  State  for  the  Home  Department;  fixing 
the  hours'  of  closing  for  certain  shops 
irithin  the  city. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ARMY. 
Betum  respecting :    Laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Address  of  Tuesday 
the  24th  of  July  last),  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  198.) 

CHAIRMAN  OP  COMMITTEES. 
The  Lord   Bibblesdale    appointed    to 
take  the  Chair  in  Committees    of   the 
Whole  House  this  day,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Chairman  of  Committees. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing    Order    No.   XXXIX.    con- 
sidered  (according  to  order),  and  sus- 
pended for  this  day's  sitting. 


THE    LAND    PURCHASE    ACT. 

LoBD  MASSY  :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to 
ask  His  Majesty's  Goverrment  how 
many  estates  sold  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act  of  1903  have  had  the  sporting 
rights  vested  in  the  Land  Commission; 
what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  preservation  of  game 
on  such  estates  and  for  lettirg  the 
shootings ;  and  will  the  Government 
place  on  the  Table  of  the  House  a  copy 
of  the  regulations  made  by  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  to  enable  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  deal  with  the  sporting  rights 
vested  in  them  in  accordance^  with 
Section  13,  Sub-section  1,  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Act,  1903. 

I  have  put  these  Questions  on  the 
Paper  in  the  interest  of  the  general 
preservation  of  game  in  Ireland.  Phave 
been  for  some  years  connected  with  an 
association  which  was  formed  in  that 
country  for  the  protect'on  of  game. 
That  association  has  done  excellent 
work,  but  we  have  had  a  very  hard  task 
with  the  Estates  Commissioners.  In- 
stead of  assisting  us  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  opposed  us  in  every 
way.  On  one  estate  they  absolutely 
refused  to  allow  us  to  put  up  notices 
to  prevent  trespass  in  pursuit  of  game 
on  those  lands.    It  is  quite  a  mistake 


to  suppose  that  the  tenants  of  Ireland 
do  not  care  about  the  preservation  of 
game,  for  in  several  cases  where  large 
estates  have  been  sold  to  the  tenants^ 
they  have  themselves  combined  to  pre- 
serve the  game  on  their  several  holdings.. 

Lord  DENMAN:  My  Lords,  in  view 
of  the  important  debate  which  awaits 
us,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  expected  to 
give  more  than  a  very  brief  reply  to  the 
Questions  of  the  noble  Lord.  The  noble 
Lord  asks  how  many  estates  sold  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1903  h&ve  had! 
the  sporting  rights  vested  in  the  Land! 
Commission.  I  am  informed  that  twelve- 
estates  have  been  so  treated,  and  that  in 
six  more  estates  the  rights  have  been 
vested  concurrently  in  the  superior 
landlord.  The  noble  Lord  then  [in- 
quires what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Commissioners  for  the  preservation  of 
game  on  such  estates  and  for  letting 
the  shootings.  Up  to  the  presmt  the 
Land  Commission  have  not  taken  any 
steps  for  the  preservation  of  game'*^<m 
these  estates.  I  agree  with  the  noble- 
Lord  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
hardship  in  this  matter,  but  I  must  ;ask 
him  to  remember  that  many  questions  of 
urgency  have  arisen  in  connection  with 
the  working  of  the  Irish  Land  Act  more 
important  than  this  particular  one,  and 
which  have  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Government.  The  question  [of 
shooting  rights  cannot  be  one  of  such 
great  importance,  because  only  in  eighteen 
estates  out  of  a  total  of  1,006  sold  has  it 
been  necessary  to  deal  with  sporting 
rights  in  this  manner.  Finally,  the 
noble  Lord  asks  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  place  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  a  copy  of  the  regulations 
made  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant.  The 
regulations  are  not  definitely  decided 
upon,  but  a  draft  of  them  is  now  under 
consideration.  If  the  noble  Lord  wilt 
put  this  Question  to  me  at  a  later  period 
of  the  session  I  hope  I  shall  then  be  in  a 
position  to  lay  a  copy  of  tiie  regulations- 
on  the  Table. 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES> 
BILL 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 
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♦The  lord  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  :  My 
Lords,  although  in  risiiig  to  move  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  to  make 
further  provision  for  education  in  England 
and  Wales,  I  caimot  put  forward  the  plea 
for  indulgence  which  is  often  advanced 
by  those  who  have  only  lately  become 
members  of  your  Lordships'  House,  yet 
I  am  none  the  less  disposed  on  that 
account  to  ask  for  your  consideration 
on  this  occasion.  As  your  Lordships  are 
aware,  it  is  the  custom  in  this  House, 
so  far  as  speeches  are  concerned,  to  take 
the  Pirst  and  Second  Reading  of  a  Bill 
together.  It  is  necessary,  not  merely  to 
explain  the  principles  on  which  proposed 
legislation  is  founded,  but  also  to  give 
some  account  of  the  actual  particiiiars 
of  a  Bill.  In  this  case  the  general 
outline  is  very  familiar  to  many  of  your 
Lordships,  but  the  particulars  are  un- 
usually intricate  and  obscure,  and,  conse- 
quently a  speaker  in  my  position  has  to 
steer  his  ship  very  carefully  in  order  to 
avoid,  on  the  one  hand,  ruiming  up 
against  the  rock  of  platitude,  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  being  engulfed  in  the  whirl- 
pool of  detail. 


There  is  a  further  consideration  which 
makes  me  ask  for  your  Lordships'  indul- 
gence, and  that  is  founded  upon  the 
composition  of  this  House  in  relation  to 
this  particular  measure.  In  another 
place,  I  think,  pretty  nearly  all  the 
difierent  religious  bodies  aSected  by  this 
Bill  are  weU  represented,  but  in  your 
Lordships'  House  that  is  not  the  case. 
The  Church  of  England  is  represented 
here  not  only  in  great  variety,  but  also 
in  the  most  authoritative  manner  pos- 
sible. The  Roman  CathoUc  Church  is 
also  well  represented  here,  but  I  do  not 
know  whether  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  any  voice  will  be  raised  «peaking 
authoritatively  on  behalf  of  the  Noncon- 
formist bodies,  or  on  behalf  of  those  who 
take  a  purely  secular  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  am  almost  tempted  to  wish  that 
for  once  in  a  way  the  two  Houses  could 
have  sat  tc^ether  on  this  subject  in 
jmnt  session.  I  feel  that  the  debates 
irfaich  would  then  have  followed  would 
have  been  not  merely  exceedingly  in- 
ttmctive,  but  also  very  possibly  somewhat 
exciting. 


I  do  not  propose  to  dwell  at  any  length 
upon  the  history  of  this  question,  and, 
indeed,  it  is  only  in  relation  to  what  is 
known  as  the  religious  difficulty  that  I 
propose  to  deal  with  history  at  all.    A» 
your  Lordships  all  know,  the  association 
between     teaching    and     the    different 
religious  bodies  in  this  country  is  of  very 
long  standing.    It  dates  from  the  day» 
when  a  clerk  and  a  cleric  were  almost 
indistinguishable.    I    need    not    remind 
your   Lordships,   although   I   should   be 
blanted  if  I  did  not  do  so  to  some  extent, 
of  the  services  which  have  been  rendered 
to  the  cause  of  education  in  the  past  in 
this  country  by  the  Church  of  England 
and  also   by   other   religious  bodies.    I 
have     no     intention       of      minimising 
those   services.      On    the    other    hand, 
I    do   say   this,   that   any    scheme   for 
continued  control  of  education  on  behalf 
of  any  church  must  be  subject  to  two  very 
distinct  considerations.    In  the  first  place, 
we  are  bound  to  consider  the  lapse  of 
time.    There  must  be  some  statute  of 
limitadons  in  this  matter,  and  we  are 
bound  to   regard    the    new    conditions 
under  which  we  live ;  and  so  far  as  the 
Church  of  England  is  concerned  I  merely 
desire  to  say  that  while  I  recognise  to  a 
great    extent    the    claims     which     she 
has  put   forward,   yet  I    am   not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  all  the  schools  which 
are  said  to  have  been  built  by  the  Church 
have  really  been  built  with  Church  money, 
because  a  very  considerable  number  of 
them  have  been  built  as  the  appanage 
of    country    estates,    and     others  l<have 
been  erected,  as  is  well  known  to^your 
Lordships,  less  with  a  desire  to  promote 
a  particular  kind  of  education  than  with 
a  wish  to  effect  some    saving  on    the 
rates. 


I  need  not  dwell  on  what  is  known  a» 
the  compromise  of  1870.    That  was  a 
compromise    somewhat    sulkily    arrived 
at,  but  perhaps  it  was  not  altogether  un- 
suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  time. 
In  1876  an  important  step  was  taken  by- 
making    school    attendance  everywhere 
compulsory.    I  pass  over  the  changes  of 
the  intervening  years,  and  come  at  once 
to  the  Act  of    1902,    under    which  the 
elementary   education    of   this    country- 
is  still  carried  on.     In  that  year  Volun- 
tary schools  for  the  first   time   applied 
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for,  and  obtained,  rate  aid,  disre- 
garding many  warnings  such  as  that 
which  was  given  by  Bishop  Wilberforce 
in  the  course  of  the  1870  controversy, 
when  he  said  that  immediately  you 
introduce  the  ratepayer  you  must 
(^ve  him  the  real  direction  of  the 
instruction  furnished  by  the  rates.  You 
know  very  well  that  the  Act  of  1902 
has  created  a  vast  amount  of  dis- 
content in  this  country.  I  remember 
that  the  noble  Viscount,  Lord  Cross,  in 
the  course  of  the  debates  in  this  House  on 
that  Bill,  said  that  when  the  Bill  passed 
the  feeling  against  it  in  the  country 
would  subside.  That  has  not  proved 
to  be  the  case.  Wales  revolted  almost 
en  masse  against  the  Act.  Some  70,000 
summonses  were  issued  against  those 
in  England  who  declined  to  pay  rates 
under  these  conditions ;  and  behind  them 
there  was  a  vast  body  of  people  who  for 
one  reason  or  another  did  not  see  their 
way  to  join  in  that  particular  form  of 
protest,  but  at  the  same  time  deeply 
resented  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

That  was  the  position  which  the 
(Government  had  to  face  when  we  came 
into  office.  "We  had  to  consider  what 
ialtemative  systems  exist  for  elementary 
education  in  this  country  which 
either  we  or  any  Grovemment  could 
possibly  adopt.  It  might  be  possible 
in  this  country  to  adopt  a  secular  system 
pure  and  simple.  I,  for  one,  have  no 
desire  to  disparage  the  value  of  what  is 
known  as  ethical  teaching.  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  admit  the  great  value  of 
such  teaching,  and  I  might  remind  your 
Lordships  that  the  present  administration  i 
at  the  Board  of  Education  has  issued  I 
regulations  designed  to  extend  it. 
But,  against  the  introduction  of  a 
secular  system  into  this  country  there 
remains  one  fatal  objection — that  the 
people  of  this  country  will  not  have  it. 
That  is  suf&ciently  shown  by  the  fact  that 
when  it  was  proposed  in  another  place 
only  sixty-three  members  of  Parliament 
could  be  found  to  vote  for  it  as  against  i 
477  who  recorded  their  votes  in  the . 
opposite  lobby.  I  think  we  must  pre- 1 
sume  that  that  majority  at  least  reflects 
the  opinion  of  the  country,  and  shows 
that  the  people  of  England  and  Wales 
are  determined  not  to  have  to  depend  in 
their  elementary  schools  upon  a  system 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


of  teaching  which  is  not  governed  by 
some  supernatural  sanction. 

Failing  a  purely  secular  system,  you 
may  faU  back  in  one  form  or  another 
on  what  is  known  as  concurrent  endow- 
ment. There  is  no  doubt  that  there  are 
many  people  in  this  country  who  feel  a 
strong  abstract  objection  to  concurrent 
endowment.  The  teaching  or  endow- 
ment of  religion  in  any  form,  they  say,  is 
not  the  business  of  the  State  ;  but  I  am 
bound  to  admit,  and  I  make  a  present  of 
the  argument  to  noble  Lords  opposite,  that 
if  it  could  be  shown  that  any  system  of  con- 
current endowment  of  reUgious  in -trac- 
tion was  suited  to  our  social  system  in  this 
country  and  was  fair  in  itself,  I  do  not 
believe  that  these  theoretical  objections 
would  weigh  the  value  of  a  brass  farthing 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
I  can  imagine  a  case  in  India  of  a  town 
containing  so  many  Hindoos,  so  many 
Mohammedans,  and  so  many  Sikhs,  not 
differing  greatly  in  social  position  as 
between  the  difierent  religions,  in  which 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  very  small 
importance  whether  schools  for  their 
children  were  concurrently  endowed  or 
not.  But  what  we  maintain  is  that 
no  approximation  to  those  conditions 
exists  in  this  country. 

Concurrent  endowment  may  take 
different  forms.  It  may  be  either  cchu- 
plete — that  is  to  say,  in  which  the  State 
provides  schools  and  teaching  for  all  the 
different  religious  bodies  in  the  oountry — 
or  it  may  be  modified  in  a  form  in  which 
the  State  assists  in  the  erection  of  school 
buildings  by  people  of  a  particular  religious 
denomination,  accepts  the  use  of  those 
buildings  for  secular  teaching,  and  pays 
denominational  teachers ;  or  lastly,  con- 
current endowment  may  take  the  form 
of  what  I  venture  to  describe  as  a  pseudo- 
secular  system,  that  principle  which  was 
advocated  in  another  place  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  by  which  religious  instruc- 
tion is  to  be  given  by  State  teachers  within 
school  hours.  I  will  say  a  word  upon 
each  of  those  forms  in  turn. 

The  first  form,  that  of  complete  con- 
current endowment,  I  venture  to  dismiss 
very  briefly.  The  multiplication  of  re- 
ligious beliefs  in  this  country  is  so  vast 
that  it  would  be  obviously  impossible 
for  the   State   to    supply   schools    and 
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teachers  to  suit  everybody.  Of  course, 
ve  should  all  agree  that  there  must  be 
some  limitations.  Nobody  would  suggest 
that  a  single  family  of  Swedenborgians 
settled  on  Salisbury  Plain  had  a  right  to 
have  a  school  built  for  them  at 
the  public  expense  and  a  teacher 
maintained  who  believed  and  was  pre- 
pared to  instruct  the  children  in  the 
principles  of  the  Church  of  the  New 
Jerusalem.  But  even  without  taking 
almost  ludicrous  instances  of  that  kind,  it 
is  perfectly  obvious  to  anybody  who 
knows  the  circumstances  of  this  country 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  build 
schools  and  to  find  teachers  of  a  particular 
denomination  for  all  the  different  varieties 
of  belief  in  this  country. 

I  pass  to  the  second  form,  modified  con- 
current endowment,  which  represents 
what  really,  I  think,  is  the  general  de- 
nominational demand  in  this  country. 
It  represents  very  largely  the  demand 
which  the  Church  of  England  makes  in 
this  matter ;  that  is  to  say,  that  a  reli- 
gious denomination  should  be  allowed  to 
erect  a  building  which  should  be  taken 
over  for  certain  purposes  by  the  State, 
represented  by  the  local  authority,  on  the 
understanding  that  religious  teaching 
should  be  given  in  the  schools  and  a 
denominational  teacher  should  be  paid 
by  the  State.  I  am  obliged  to  say  that 
in  my  judgment  such  a  solution  of  the 
religious  difficulty  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible as  a  permanent  solution,  because  of 
the  utterly  unfair  advantage  which  it 
^ves  to  the  Established  Church.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Established  Church  covers 
a  great  variety  of  beliefs,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  when  you  are  endowing  con- 
cmrently  you  must  know  exactly  what 
it  is  you  are  endowing.  Now,  it  is  in  one 
sense  the  boast  and  the  pride  of  the 
Church  of  England  that  she  casts  a  wide 
net ;  she  casts  an  even  wider  net  than  the 
Church  of  the  Fisherman  himself;  but 
that  very  fact  makes  it  infinitely  more 
difficult  to  do  in  this  case  what  in  eSect 
is  giving  a  special  privilege  to  the  Church. 

Just  think,  my  Lords,  in  this  form  of 
State  assistance  to  denominational 
schools,  what  an  immense  advantage, 
what  an  essentially  unfair  advantage,  is 
given  to  the  Church  of  England  by  the 
existence  of  the  parochial  system. 
So    far    as    raral    districts    are    con- 
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cemed,  the  gain  by  the  existence 
of  the  parish  church  and  all  its  surround- 
ings to  the  cause  of  that  particular 
denonination  is  almost  incalculable,  and, 
therefore,  I  say  without  hesitation,  that 
if  it  Were  desired  to  institute  a  permanent 
system  of  concurrent  endowment  in  this 
country,  a  necessary  preliminary  would 
be  the  dises'^abliahment  and  disendow- 
ment  of  the  Church  of  England.  But, 
my  Lords,  if  that  were  done,  I  should 
certainly  not  admit  that  the  conditions 
were  even  then  equal  as  between  the 
Church  and  other  religiors  bodies  in  this 
courrtry.  After  all  you  have  to  reflect 
that  the  religio-s  cleavage  in  own  social 
fabric  is  not  vertical,  cutting  through  all 
classes.  It  is  a  horizontal  cleavage, 
including,  roughly  speaking,  what  are 
known  as  the  upper  classes  and  the 
wealthy  classes  within  the  Church  of 
Englr-nd.  I  repeat  that  statement  with- 
out hesitation.  By  far  the  greater  part 
of  the  land  in  this  country  belongs  to 
members  of  the  Church  of  England. 
That  of  itself  obviously  gives  a  g^ea^ 
advantage  in  this  particular  matter,  and 
if  you  compare  the  position  of  the  Church 
of  England  with  that  of  a  poor  body  such 
as  the  Primitive  Methodists,  who  after 
all  are  not  to  be  despised  in  any  sense, 
numerically  or  otherwise,  for  they  have 
some  half  million  children  in  their  Sunday 
schools — if  you  compare  the  conditions  of 
such  a  body  with  those  of  the  Church  of 
England,  you  will  see  that  nominally  to 
treat  all  bodies  alike  is  to  give  a  most 
preponderating  advantage  to  one. 

I  desire  to  say  one  word  upon  the 
proposition  which  I  include  under  this 
head  of  concurrent  endowment,  a  pro- 
position which  is  of  special  interest  be- 
cause it  represents  the  only  alternative 
proposal  that  has  been  made  by  the 
Opposition  since  this  Bill  has  been 
brought  in — I  mean  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
proposal  of  what  are  known  as  all-round 
facilities.  His  proposition  is  that  in  all 
schools  religious  teaching  of  that  kind 
which  is  desired  by,  I  suppose,  a  certain 
number  of  parents  should  be  given  not 
at  the  expense  of  the  State,  but 
within  hours  of  compulsory  attendance, 
and  by  the  teacher  whom  the  State 
appoints  ar.d  pays.  I  might  at  first  point 
out  that  there  is  one  important  body  in 
this  cour  try  to  whom  such  a  solution^as 
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that  must  be  utterly  unpalatable, 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  I  say 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  or,  for  those  members  of 
the  Church  of  England  who  demand  a 
religious  atmosphere  running  through  the 
whole  of  the  education  of  the  school, 
to  accept  a  solution  of  this  kind,  which 
makes  the  schools  nominally  secular  and 
really  secular  during  the  hours  of  ordinary 
education,  but  permits  ministers  of  re- 
ligion or  teachers  of  religion  to  give  in- 
struction during  the  specified  half-hour. 
But  I  should  prefer,  on  the  general  ques- 
tion, to  rest  my  condemnation  of  this 
proposition  on  a  much  higher  authority 
than  mine.  It  is  that  of  a  right  rev. 
Prelate  who,  unfortunately,  is  not  yet 


a  Member  of  this  House,  but  who  has  '•and    we   have   dismissed   the   difierent 


been  one  of  the  doughty  opponents  in 
the  country  of  this  Bill.  I  mean  the 
Bishop  of  Manchester.  At  the  Repre- 
sentative Church  Council  on  6th 
July  last  Chancellor  Smith  moved  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  all  local  education  authorities 
to  make  provision  in  the  schools  for  the 
imparting  of  such  religious  instruction  to 
the  childjen  as  the  parents  required,  or, 
in  the  absence  of  expressed  requirements, 
was  in  accord  with  the  form  of  religion 
to  which  the  parents  belonged.  The 
Bishop  of  Manchester  said  he  did  not 
think  the  Chancellor  had  clearly  worked 
out  in  his  own  mind  what  was  the  efEect 
of  requiring  the  local  authority  in  such 
area  to  provide  religious  instruction  on 
the  lines  of  the  denomination  to  which  the 
parent  belonged.  He  pointed  out  that  even 
in  villages  there  were  most  esctraordinary 
varieties  of  belief,  and  said  he  was  not 
himself  prepared  to  agree  that  the  country 
would  tolerate  the  expense  of  such  an 
arrangement.  After  pointing  out  that 
if  the  local  authority  were  compelled 
to  provide  competent  teachers  in  all 
the  different  forms  of  belief  the  education 
rate  would  go  up  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  added — 

"On  the  other  liand,  if  the  denomi- 
nation? were  to  provide  it  he  was  qnite 
■are  it  meant  in  the  long  ran  that 
the  Cliarch  of  England  would  take  an 
advantage  of  the  other  Hen'minationH 
which  he  did  not  wish  the  Church  of  England 
to  take.  If  they  reqnired  the  teaching  to  he 
given  at  the  expente  of  the  denominations, 
thfy  would  be  making  a  grab  at  religious 
education  far  greater  than  they  were  accused 

having  made  op  to  the  jiresent  time." 

2'he  Earl  of  Crewe. 


I  am  quite  content  to  rest,  so  far  as  the 
Church  side  of  the  matter  is  concerned, 
upon  that  statement  of  the  right  rev. 
Prelate ;  but  I  am  bound  also  to  remind 
your  Lordships  that  the  educational  ob- 
jections to  such  a  system  are  overwhelm- 
ing. It  would  be  exceedingly  difl&cult  in 
many  places  to  arrange  anything  like 
proper  accommodation  for  different  kinds 
of  teaching  being  given  at  the  same  time, 
and  as  for  the  destruction  of  discipline, 
I  can  assure  your  Lordships  that  you 
would  only  have  to  take  the  opinion 
of  the  great  mass  of  teachers  in  the 
elementary  schools  to  find  th*t  they 
stand  aghast  at  the  notion  of  the  adoption 
of  any  such  plan  as  this.  We  have 
dismissed,  therefore,  secular  education. 


forms  of  concurrent  endowment.  We 
therefore  fall  back  upon  the  proposition 
contained  in  this  Bill.  We  are  anxious, 
so  far  as  the  existing  condition  of  things 
and  the  past  history  of  the  schools  will 
allow,  to  found  a  national  system  of 
elementary  education. 

I  will  proceed  to  illustrate  the  principles 
which  this  Bill  is  intended  to  carry  out 
by  some  reference  to  its  actual  clauses. 
Clause  1  says  that  on  and  after  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1908,  a  school  shall  not 
be  recognised  as  a  pubUc  elementary 
school  unless  it  is  a  school  provided  by 
the  local  education  authority.  It  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  this  clause  is  the 
Bill.  It  is — ^and  we  have  no  desire  to 
conceal  the  fact — ^an  undenominational 
Bill  tempered  by  certain  exceptions,  and 
not  an  imdenominational  Bill  professing 
to  be  hedged  round  by  safeguards,  simply 
because  we  do  not  believe  that  those  safe- 
guards can  possibly  be  devised.  Clause  1 
declares  the  principle  of  pubUc  control 
Some  people  have  stated  that  we  have 
a  mandate  to  introduce  the  principle  of 
public  control.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
are  not  fond  of  talking  about  mandates. 
I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  used  the  phrase, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  I  approve  of  the 
theory;  but  as  regards  this  particular 
point  I  would  prefer  to  put  what  comes 
to  much  the  same  thing  in  another  way. 
If  at  the  last  General  Election  any  Liberal 
candidate  had  stated  on  a  platform  in  the 
constituency  which  he  hoped  to  repre»eat 
that  he  was  utterly  indiffereat  to  ^the 
pri:iciple  of  public  control  in^elementiry 
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schools,  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  his  hoped-for  constituents  would 
have  conducted  him  to  the  railway 
station  and  asked  him  to  try  his  fortune 
elsewhere.  And  that  I  think  is  shown 
hy  the  fact  that  this  principle  is  ushered 
up  to  your  Lordships  by  the  great 
majority  of  no  less  than  192  obtained  on 
the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill  in  another 
place.  It  is  the  old  story  in  the  old 
homely  phrase,  "  The  man  who  pays  the 
piper  may  call  the  tune ; "  or  as  a  civic 
dignitary  who  did  not  like  homely  phrases 
preferred  to  put  it — 

"  The  individaals  who  desire  to  have  a  voice 
in  the  selection  of  the  programme  mast  be 
prmared  to  provide  remaneration  for  the 
orohestra." 

It  is  very  remarkable,  my  Lords,  how 
much  lip  service  is  done  to  this  principle 
even  by  those  who  profess  to  disapprove 
of  the  provisions  of  this  BilL  Many 
people  who  dislike  the  Bill  >et  say  that 
they  are  not  prepared  to  contest,  particu- 
larly after  what  has  happened  in  the 
■country,  the  principle  of  public  control. 
Some  have  said — 

"  Why  did  yon  po  into  this  intricate  matter  ? 
Why  didn't  yon  simply  bring  in  a  Bill  stating 
that,  in  Voluntary  schools  instead  of  four 
foondation  managers  and  two  managers  repre- 
senting the  local  edncation  authority,  the 
number  shonld  be  reversed,  and  there  should 
be  four  representing  the  local  aathority  and 
tvo  representing  the  old  loandation  of  the 
school?" 

That  sounds  very  simple  and  agreeable 
st^first  sight,  but  I  think  it  is  necessary 
to  explain  why  that  could  not  be  done. 
There  is  a  section — Section  23 — ^in  the 
Act  of  1870,  which  allows  the  managers 
of  a  voluntary  school  to  transfer  such 
school  to  the  local  authority.  If  our 
Bill  was  passed  it  was  pretty  obvious 
that  the  new  managers  would  have 
Adopted  this  clause.  In  that  case  you 
were  at  once  brought  face  to  face  with  all 
these  difficult  questions  relating  to  the 
fair  way  of  treating  the  trusts  of  the 
schools  and  the  user  which  you  require 
fiom  the  schools,  which  we  have  to  face 
later  on  in  this  BilL  On  the  other  hand, 
if  you  had  repealed  Section  23  of  the  Act 
•f  1870  and  taken  away  that  power  from 
the  managers,  then  your  public  control 
would  j^obviously  have  been  quite 
tSbumy.  These  four  gentlemen  ap- 
pointol  by  the  local  authority  would 
'imply  have  had  to  carry  out  the  duties 
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imposed  upon  them  by  the  trusts  of 
a  denominational  school,  and  their  only 
office  would  have  been  to  order  in  the 
coals  and  settle  the  special  kind  of  pen 
to  be  used  by  the  children. 


In  this  clause,  to  put  it  briefly,  the 
object  which  we  believe  we  effect  is  to 
place  an  undenominational  school  within 
the  reach  of  every  child  whose  parent 
desires  him  to  attend  one,  and  by  so 
doing  we  remove  one  principal  grievance 
of  which  the  Nonconformist  churches 
have  complained.  That  is  one-half,  at 
any  rate,  of  what  is  known  as  the  Non- 
conformist grievance.  It  is  admitted,- 1 
believe,  by  almost  everybody.  It  was 
explicitly  admitted  by  the  noble  Viscount 
Lord  Llandaff  in  the  course  of  the  debates 
in  1902,  and  it  is  admitted  to-day  by  Mr. 
Balfour.  Mr.  Balfour  says  he  has  always 
admitted  it;  but  there  is  no  comfort 
to  be  got  from  Mr.  Balfour  on  £he  sub- 
ject, because  he  evidently  thinks  it  is  as 
far  beyond  the  means  of  himian  pre- 
vention as  an  earthquake  or  an  eriiption 
of  Vesuvius.  I  pass  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  schools  for  thb  purpose.  Wha<t 
we  hope  is  that  a  great  nuniber  of 
arrangements  will  take  place  under  Clause 
2.  As  your  Lordships  know,  a  very  c6n- 
siderable  nimiber  of  arrangements  have 
taken  place  under  similar  circumstances 
already.  Many  schools  of  difEerent  kinds, 
particularly  privately-owned  schools,  have 
been  transferred  to  local  authorities  at 
nominal  rents.  May  I  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  consider  what  it  is  that  the 
Church,  for  I  am  speaking  practically  now 
of  the  Established  Church,  stands  to 
gain  by  a  transfer  of  this  kind,  and 
what  it  stands  to  lose.  If  stands 
to  gwn  in  all  probabiUty  a  ceVtain 
amount  of  rent  for  the  building.  It 
has  to  the  good  the  takmg  over  by  the 
local  education  authority  of  the  liability 
for  repairs,  and  it  also  has  on  the  credit 
side  those  facilities  which  I  shall  describe 
on  a  later  clause.  On  the  other  hand,  i' 
does  lose  a  considerable  portion  of  it! 
power  under  the  trusts,  and  it  loses  the 
power  of  appointing  the  teacher. 

Before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  while  still  dealing  with  the 
acqubition  of  the  schools,  it  is  conve- 
nient, I  think,  to  pass  over  the  inter- 
vening clauses  and  to  come  to  ^  the 
points   dealt  with  in  ^Clauses    9    tff    12 
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inclusive,  which  describe  what  hap> 
pens  where  no  arrangement  takes  place 
between  the  local  authority  and  the  owner 
of  the  school.  Of  course,  I  need  not 
remind  your  Lordships  that  where  schools 
belong  to  private  owners  it  rests  entirely 
with  the  owner  to  say  whether  he  chooses 
to  part  with  his  school  or  not,  under 
certain  restrictions  as  to  user  which  appear 
later  in  the  Bill ;  but  where  schools  are 
subject  to  trusts  a  Commission  is  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  the  matter. 

That  Commission  takes  the  place  of 
the  Board  of  Education  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  in  the  second  instance  it. 
takes  the  place  of  the  courts  of  law  to 
which  further  appeal  might  be  made,  and 
it  is  specially  provided  that  the  Com- 
mission is  to  carry  on  its  affairs  according 
to  the  principles  followed  by  the  High 
Court  in  exercising  as  successors  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  the  ordinary  juris- 
diction as  to  charities.  That  means 
principally  that  where  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Court  the  trust  cannot  be  literally 
carried  out,  it  should  be  carried  out  as 
nearly  as  circumstances  admit.  That  is 
what  is  familiar  to  many  of  your  Lord- 
ships as  the  doctrine  of  gypres,  and  that 
doctrine  will  be  followed  by  the  Com- 
mission. It  is  further  provided  that  the 
Commission  have  to  take  into  considera- 
tion, in  fixing  the  tenns,  what  real  altera- 
tion takes  place  in  the  future  condition 
of  the  school  from  the  condition  which  it 
has  enjoyed  in  the  past ;  that  is  to  say, 
when  it  is  a  question  of  fixing  terms 
the  Commission  are  bound  to  take 
into  consideration  what  the  school 
can  really  be  said  to  be  losing  by  the 
Bill.  As  regards  the  personnel  of 
the  Commission,  that  is  one  feature  in 
the  Bill,  and  perhaps  almost  the  only 
one,  which  has  I  think  been  subjected 
to  no  criticism.  The  Commissioners 
are  three  gentlemen  of  very  high 
standing — Sir  Arthur  Wilson,  who  is 
one  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the 
judicial  body  in  England ;  Sir  Hugh 
Owen,  who  is  a  civil  servant  of  un- 
equalled experience  ;  and  Mr.  Worsley 
Taylor,  so  familiar  to  many  of  your 
Lordships  who  sit  in  the  Committee 
rooms  upstairs,  in  which  he  has  always 
been  distinguished,  not  merely  for  his 
eminent  skill  as  an  advocate,  but  also  for 
his  great  fairmindedness.  I  am  glad  to 
The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


know  that  since  the  names  of  these 
Gentlemen  have  been  announced  the 
practice  of  describing  this  Commission 
as  a  Star  Chamber  has  ceased,  probably 
from  a  conviction  that  their  proceedinga 
will  be  carried  out  with  every  regard  to 
justice  as  understood  in  this  country 
in  the  twentieth  centui}. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  argued  in  the 
course  of  this  debate  that  we  have  no 
business  to  deal  with  these  tiust«  at  all> 
that  we  have  no  business  to  touch  them. 
As  to  that  I  might  say  that  some  very 
substantial  interference  with  those  trusts 
took  place  in  the  year  1902.  Where  it 
suited  noble  Lords  opposite  to  alter  the 
trusts  they  did  so,  very  greatly,  as  we 
know,  to  the  annoyance  of  many  of 
their  clerical  supporters.  I  would  ask 
your  Lordships  for  one  minute  to  con- 
sider what  the  position  is  with  regard  to 
the  claim  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  reasonable 
to  show  that  the  condition  of  things 
has  so  very  greatly  altered  since  those 
trusts,  or  a  great  number  of  them,  were 
instituted,  that  it  cannot  possibly  be 
maintained  that  they  are  to  be  treated 
as  absolutely  sacred.  I  will  give  you 
the  total  sums  which  were  contri- 
buted to  the  maintenance  of  voluntary 
schools  from  1870  to  1900.  In  thff 
year  1870  the  voluntary  contributions 
and  endowments  for  the  maintaining 
of  Yolimtary  schools  reached  the  sum 
of  £466,000;  the  Government  grants 
at  that  time  were  £562,000.  In  1880 
the  voluntary  contributions  had  ruen 
to  £877,000,  owing  to  what  happened 
after  the  passing  of  the  Education  Act 
of  1870,  and  the  Government  grants 
rose  to  a  little  more  than  £l,5O0,00(W 
In  1890  the  voluntary  contributionB 
were  £917,000,  and  the  Government 
grants  just  under  £2,000,000.  In  1900 
the  volimtary  contributions  were 
£963,000,  and  the  Government  grants 
£4,417,000.  Since  1902,  of  course,  the 
case  is  very  much  stronger,  because  the 
voluntary  contributions  have  to  a  great 
extent  died  away,  and  the  vast  amount 
of  rate  aid,  which  cannot  be  calcidated 
because  the  amount  applied  to  Volun- 
tary schools  and  to  Council  schools  is 
not  separated,  would,  of  course,  bring 
the  figure  up  to  an  infinitely  greater 
amount.     But  the  effect  of  what  I  hava 
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jutt  read  is  this,  that  in  1870  the  Govern- 
ment grants  counted  for  35  per  cent, 
and  the  voluntary  contributions  for  30 
per  cent,  of  the  total  cost,  the  balance  of 
cost  at  that  time  being  provided  by  fees. 
In  1900  the  grants  had  risen  to  78  per  cent, 
of  the  total  cost,  and  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions had  fallen  to  17  per  cent. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  under  those 
circumstances  the  conditions  have  vastly 
altered,  and  that  it  is  really,  therefore, 
open  to  ua  to  modify  these  trusts  in 
what  we  consider  a  fair  spirit. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  idea  that  this 
country  is  bound  by  a  perpetual  obliga- 
tion to  carry  on  these  trusts  at  the  public 
cost  is  one  that  can  be  regarded  as  tenable 
for  a  moment.    I  would  put  an  analogy  i 
to  your  Lordships.    Suppose  the   hos-  , 
pitals  were   handed   over  to  the  local  j 
authorities.     I  can  imagine  a  case  of  a  . 
hospital    built    many    years    ago    by    a 
gentleman  who  believed  in  the  practice 
and  principles  of  homoepathy.     After  a 
lapse  of  years  people  cease  to  subscribe 
to  this  hospital,  and  it  therefore  has  to  be 
handed  over  to  the  local  authority.    The 
homoepathic  community  say  to  the  local 
sodiority — 

"  Yon  will  pay  the  whole  of  the  expenoe  of 
this  hospital  ;  yon  will  pay  the  doctors,  the 
onrses,  and  also  for  the  diet  of  the  patients  aoil 
all  the  expenses  connected  with  it.  In  consid- 
eration of  that  fact  you  ehall  be  allowed  to 
Older  the  stores  from  the  butcher  and  the 
erocer,  but  we  propose  to  retain  in  our  own 
Eands  the  appoiiitnieDt<>  of  all  the  doctors  and 
the  nnrses,  and  to  prescrilje  the  comjdete 
regimen  for  the  |  atiente." 

Would  any  local  authority  look,  or  be 
asked  by  a  Court  of  law  to  look  at  such  a 
proposition  as  that  ?  Yet  it  is  not  very 
dissimilar  from  what  the  country  is  now 
asked  to  do  in  the  case  of  these  trust 
schools. 

I  pass  over  clauses  which  deal  with  the 
temporary  use  of  the  schools,  and  what 
would  happen  if  the  trustees  of  a  school 
tried  to  close  it  ofE-hand.  I  go  back  to 
the  question  of  religious  instructions  and 
the  facilities  which  are  offered.  In  the 
Council  schools,  now,  as  we  hope,  greatly 
to  be  multiplied  in  number,  the  ordinary 
mle  of  religion  is  what  is  briefly  known 
as  the  Cowper-Temple  system.  We  had 
a  discussion  but  a  very  few  days  ago  upon 
that  system,  and  I  do  not  propose  to 
dwell  upon  it  at  all  at  this  moment ;  but 
I  do  most  emphatically  repeat  that  that 


religion  as  given  in  the  Council  schools  at 
this  moment  meets  the  wishes  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  parents  of  the  children 
who  attend  them.  We  hear  a  good  deal' 
about  the  parents  and  the  wishes  of  the 
parents  in  the  course  of  these  discussions, 
but  I  notice  that  when  Cowper-Temple 
instruction  is  under  discussion  the  figure- 
of  the  parent  is,  so  to  speak,  wheeled  away 
into  the  background.  What  then  is- 
urged  is  not  what  the  parent  really  does 
want,  but  what  in  the  opinion  of 
gentlemen  who  speak  on  the  subject  he 
ought  to  want.  I  fearlessly  repeat 
that  this  instruction  gives  what  he  really 
desires.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  by  any 
means  complete.  We  know  it  is  not 
complete,  but  we  maintain  that  it  can  be 
supplemented,  and  obviously  between 
defect  and  excess  in  this  matter  there  is 
a  vast  difference,  provided  that  the  defect 
oan  be  supplemented  elsewhere. 

Clause  3,  the  clause  which  deals  with 
facilities,  meets  the  cases  of  those  who- 
complain  that  Cowper-Temple  teaching, 
as  I  briefly  call  it,  is  defective.  I  will  deal 
later  with  those  who  consider  it  erroneous.. 
The  first  case  is  dealt  with  by  the  giving  of 
two  days' facilities  for  special  religious 
teaching,  with  special  arrangements 
ensuring  that  each  child  may  receive  it- 
It  need  only  be  given  on  two  days 
a  week,  and  it  is  given  at  the  hour 
usually  set  apart  for  religious  instruc- 
tion. It  is  argued  that  under  this 
system  you  give  a  most  unfair  advan- 
tage to  the  council  school  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching,  because  you  allow 
that  to  be  given  by  the  teachers,  and 
you  do  not  allow  the  teacher  to  give 
this  facilities  teaching.  It  sounds  a 
paradox,  but  the  desire  for  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching  is,  I  believe,  so  generaF 
that  nobody  would  particularly  volunteer 
to  give  it  as  given,  unless  it  was  given 
by  the  teacher  under  the  auspices  of  the 
local  authority.  That  sounds  like  & 
paradox,  but  you  can  easily  find  a 
parallel  from  what  happens  in  our  politi- 
cal discussions. 

We  have  undenominational  politics  and 
we  have  doctrinal  politics.  There  are 
several  matters  on  which  we  are  all 
agreed — the  excellence  of  trial  by  jury ; 
the  admirable  adaptability  of  our  con- 
,  stitutional  monarchy  to  the  needs  of  our- 
'  Empire ;   and  other  things  of  this  kind. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


«99 


Education  (England  {LOBDS} 


and  Wakt)  BUI 


900 


But  when  noble  Loids  opposite  send 
'down  orators  at  the  expense  of 
their  Party  to  make  speeches  in  the 
«ountr7,  it  is  not  upon  those  truths  that 
they  dwell.  They  dwell  upon  what  I 
may  call  doctrinal  poUtics — such  ques- 
tions as  the  advantages  of  cooUe  labour 
in  South  Africa,  or  the  sanctity  of  our 
present  system  of  licensing  public-houses. 
Therefore,  it  undoubtedly  is  the  case 
that  if  this  undenominational  teaching 
had  to  be  privately  paid  for  it  would  not 
be  given.  Some  people  think  that 
27onconfonnists  might  give  it.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  a  general  beUef  among  a 
gte&t  many  people  who  do  not  read  his- 
tory and  know  nothing  of  the  immediate 
past,  that  Lord  Mount  Temple  was  a 
Nonconformist.  Many  of  your  Lord- 
ships remember  the  distinguished  and 
pious  figure  of  Lord  Mount  Temple  in 
this  House ;  and,  as  you  know,  he  was  a 
-distinguish^  representative  of  the 
Evangelical  Churchmanship  of  the 
Tictorian  era.  Some  people  imagine 
that  Nonconformists  would  out  of  their 
■own  pockets  give  the  kind  of  teaching 
which  is  imparted  in  those  syllabuses 
which  we  discussed  the  other  day.  I 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
-would  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  if  they  had  to  pay  they 
would  teach  the  doctrines  of  their 
particular  church.  Therefore,  we  main- 
tain hat  there  is  a  complete  answer  to 
the  criticisms  which  are  levelled  against 
us  for  allowing  this  particular  form  of 
^teaching  to  be  given  by  the  teacher. 

What  I  have  said  about  this  unde- 
nominational teaching  is,  of  course, 
not  universally  true.  There  are  some 
who  consider  it  to  be  not  merely  incom- 
plete, but  actually  erroneous.  It  is 
perfectly  obvious  to  anybody  who  has 
«ven  glanced  at  these  syllabuses  that  no 
Jew  could  allow  his  child  to  be  instructed 
in  that  way.  Then  you  have  the  Roman 
€atholic  Church.  As  we  all  know,  to  the 
Soman  Catholic  Church  the  Bible  is  not 
the  sole  rule  of  faith,  and  they  are  not  pre 
pared  to  admit  that  what  is  spoken  of  as 
simple  Bible  teaching  can  be  supple- 
mented in  any  way  by  teaching  outside. 
You  cannot  have  a  stronger  proof  of  the 
position  of  the  Roman  CathoUc  Church 
in  this  matter  than  this.  We  know  that 
a  translation  of  part  of  the  Scriptures  into 
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the  vernacular  is  at  any  rate  liable  to  be 
placed  on  the  Index  of  prohibited  books. 
That  shows  how  many  miles  apart 
Protestant  and  Catholic  stand  in  titis 
matter;  and,  of  course,  it  is  also  un- 
doubtedly true  that  there  is  a  very  con- 
siderable section  of  the  Anglican  Choich 
who  hold  the  same  views.  What  pro- 
portion of  the  Church  of  England  join 
in  the  Rmnan  Catholic  objectionB  we 
have  never  been  able  to  discover.  We 
may  possibly  have  some  light  thrown  on 
that  fact  in  the  course  of  dieee  debates ; 
but  we  know  from  the  protests  which 
they  have  made  that  they  exist,  and  that 
they  feel  deeply  on  this  matter.  They, 
too,  like  the  Roman  Catholics,  are  not 
satisfied  unless  they  can  get  a  religious 
atmosphere  into  the  schoob. 

That  was  a  fact  which  the  Government 
had  to  face  very  early  indeed  when  this 
legislation  was  being  prepared,  and  some 
means  had  to  be  found  for  meeting  it. 
We  met  it  as  best  we  could  by  drawing  a 
distinction,  necessarily  rough,  but,  as  we 
believe,  very  real,  between  urban  and 
rural  schools.  It  is  necessary  to  bear 
that  distinction  carefully  in  mind,  and 
also  the  distinction  between  well-found 
denominational  schoob  which  have 
been  erected  with  a  distinct  determina* 
tion  to  maintain  special  religious  teach- 
ing, and  the  inferior  and  worse 
found  so-called  denominational  schoob 
which  we  do  not  think  require  the 
same  consideration.  That  b  a  distinc- 
tion which  has  not  been  fairly  drawn. 
Rusticus  urbano  confusus,  turpia  haneslo. 
This  b  the  origin  of  Clauses  4,  6  and  6 
of  the  Bill.  Those  clauses  give  to  certain 
schoob  the  special  facilities  on  all  five 
days  of  the  week,  and  they  allow  thb 
instruction  to  be  given  by  the  teacher. 
Thb  privilege  b  confined  to  urban  areas, 
including  urban  dbtricts  with  not  less 
than  5,000  population,  and  it  b  only 
given  where  it  is  satbfactorily  shown 
that  four-fifths  of  the  parents  desire  it 
and  that  accommodation  can  be  found 
if  necessary  for  the  remaining  children 
whose  parents  do  not  desire  it. 

We  selected  urban  dbtricts  for  two 
reasons.  In  the  first  place,  because  it  b 
in  hose  populous  districts  that  alter- 
native schoob  will  generally  be  found, 
and  abo  because  as  a  rule  those  who 
desire  thb  particular  teaching  and  dislike 
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any  other  are,  as  a  rule,  clustered  around 
particular  churches.  That  is  true  of 
^oman  Catholics,  but  also  to  some 
<exteat  of  Anglicans.  I  noticed  in  reading 
-the  Return  on  the  subject  of  Ecclesiastical 
Biscipline  that  it  is  stated  that  among 
-the  559  churches  which  were  inquired 
into  there  were  a  certain  niunber  where 
Ihe  more  extreme  forms  of  <  octrine 
and  ritual  were  usei.  These  were  mostly 
in  the  Metropolitan  area  or  in  seaside 
places,  though  some  of  them  were  in  rural 
parishes.  I  think  it  is  not  unfair  to 
assume  that  it  is  in  the  neighbourhood 
•of  such  churches  as  those  that  schools 
would  exist  to  which  this  particular  pro- 
vision might  reasonably  apply. 

jIThis  four-fifths  proposition  has  re- 
■ceived  a  vast  amount  of  criticism  from 
different  sides.  It  is  by  no  means  liked 
by  some  of  those  who  ordinarily  support 
EGs  Majesty's  Oovernment,  and  it  is  not 
^accepted  with  enthusiasm  by  those  whom  it 
is  intended  to  benefit.  Those  facts  to  my 
mind  speak  stroagly  in  favour  of  this  being 
a  sensible  proposition.  We  are  asked, 
Why  four-fifths  ?  There  may  be  some 
who  think  that  five-sixths  would  be  a 
more  reasonable  figure ;  others  might 
:8ay  three-fourths ;  and  some  people 
might  find  a  magic  in  the  fraction  of 
seven-tenths.  When  I  was  listening 
ito  a  debate  in  the  other  House  I  heird 
an  hon.  Member  say  that  what  appeared 
to  him  as  fair  was  a  majority  consisting 
-of  one-half.  He  was  an  English  Member 
ifso.  Wh«i  you  say,  Why  four-fifths  ? 
any  provision  where  a  particular  figure 
is  mentioned  is  open  to  such  a  question. 
People  who  have  incomes  below  £160 
a  year  pay  no  income  tax.  There  is  no 
.great  difference  between  an  income 
•of  £159  and  £160.  Then  why  particularly 
£160  ?  Or,  if  I  may  quote  a  case  which 
jg  more  germane  to  this  particular 
sabject,  there  is  a  section  in  the  Act  of 
1902  which  provides  that  a  school 
shall  not  be  considered  unnecessary 
if  the  average  attendance  is  not  less 
than  thirty.  One  may  say.  Why  thirty  ? 
What  is  the  essential  difference  betweea 
a  school  with  an  average  atteadaace 
•of  thirty  and  one  where  the  average 
attendance  is  only  twenty-nine  'i  All 
joa  can  say  here  is  that  the  figure  four- 
ifths  sufficiently  stamps  the  school  as 
having  a  definite  denominatioaal 
•character,    and    at    the    same    time    it 
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leaves  a  reisoaable  probability  that 
accommodation  will  be  found  elsewhere 
for  the  children  of  such  pareats  who 
do  not  require  the  teaching.  A  similar 
argument  which  I  will  not  labour  appUea 
to  the  5,000  limit  which  is  mentioied 
in  the  Bill. 

Having  detained  your  Lordships  so 
long,  I  have  no  intention  of  going  into 
the  complex  details  of  the  appeal  ia 
this  clause.  Its  form,  I  admit,  is  some- 
what complicated.  This  is  acoountei 
for  by  the  fact  that  it  represents  a 
considerable  number  of  concessions, 
and  in  drafting  a  Bill  there  is  nothing 
BO  fatal  to  conciseness  as  concessions. 
I  therefore  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  method  of  appeal  which  is  intended 
to  safeguard  the  parents  in  this  matter. 
I  shall  probably  have  some  opportunity 
later  of  doing  so  ;  but  I  do  say  this, 
that  the  substitution  which  some  think 
so  simple  of  the  Word  "  shall "  for 
"  may  "  in  this  clause  and  so  making  it 
mandatory,  would,  in  our  opinion, 
land  both  the  sshools  and  the  Board 
of  Education  in  very  real  diffi- 
culties. We  beUeve  that  the  method 
of  appeal  which  we  suggest,  added  to 
the  possibility  in  the  last  resort — I  hope 
only  in  the  last  resort  and  very  seldom — 
of  the  school  standing  out  of  the  system 
altogether  and  not  being  supported  out  of 
the  rates,  offers  a  much  more  genuine 
protection  and  a  much  more  solid 
probability  of  getting  theaa  four-fifth 
schools  than  if  the  word  "  shall "  was 
substituted  for  the  word  "  may." 

The  next  question  is  one  which  has 
given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  disoussion. 
It  is  the  question  of  attendanse  at  the 
school  during  the  religious  instruction, 
and  whether  that  attendance  is  to  be 
compulsory  or  not.  I  am  reminded  of  a 
story  which  I  think  is  printed  in  Mr. 
Herbert  Paul's  "History  of  England," 
of  a  reply  made  by  Bishop  Thirlwall  to  a 
Conservative  friend  of  his  at  Cambridge 
who  objected  to  the  admission  of  Dis- 
senters to  the  University  on  the  ground 
that  the  presence  of  Nonconformist.) 
would  put  an  end  to  the  practice  of 
Church-going,  and  that  the  alternatisre 
was  compulsory  religion  or  no  religion 
at  all.    "I  confess,"  said  the  Bishop  — 

"that  the  dUtinction  is  too  sabtlejfor   my 
mental  grasp." 
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))9hether  leligion  wliich  is  the  subject 
of  compulsion  is  religion  at  all  is  a  matter 
which  I  think  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. Under  the  Act  of  1870  attendance 
during  what  is  known  as  the  religious 
hour  in  schools  was  nominally  compul- 
sory, but  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  is 
no  instance  of  any  parent  having  been  . 
prosecuted  for  not  sending  his  child 
to  school  at  that  time.  Things  went 
on  in  that  manner  until  the  year  1903,  , 
when  there  was  issued  from  the  Educa- 
tion Department  the  "  Anson  by-law," 
which  enabled  local  authorities  to  dis- 
pense parents  from  the  necessity  of 
sending  their  children  to  school  for 
religious  instruction,  with  a  sort  of 
general  vague  understanding  that  the 
child  was  to  be  given  religious  instruction 
elsewhere,  but  without  offering  any 
means  of  discovering  whether  he  really 
received  it  or  not.  That  by-law  has 
been  adopted  by  authorities  representing 
about  two-fifths  of  the  total  number  of 
children.  In  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  progress  of  the  Bill  this  sub- 
ject was  very  keenly  debated.  It  gave 
rise  to  strong  difierences  of  opinion  which 
were  not  confined  to  one  side,  and  which 
even  invaded  the  circle  of  the  Cabinet. 
The  arguments  are  no  doubt  strong  both 
ways.  If  you  say  that  no  parent  need 
send  his  child  to  school  during .  the  \ 
religious  hour,  you  are  no  doubt  open  | 
to  the  charge  of  practically  secularising 
the  schools,  and  you  are  also  open  to  the 
charge  of  making  it  likely  that  parents 
will  take  advantage  of  this  permission 
to  employ  their  children  in  various  un- 
desirable ways  instead  of  sending  them 
to  school.  These  arguments  are  un- 
doubtedly strong,  but  to  my  mind  the 
arguments  in  the  other  direction  carry 
stUl  greater  weight.  In  the  first  place, 
it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  arrange — 
and  this  is  a  minor  matter — in  some 
oases  for  the  proper  giving  of  secular 
instruction  diuing  that  time  ;  but,  what 
is  much  more  important,  it  is  very 
diffictilt  to  make  the  conscience  clause 
effective  unless  you  allow  the  child  to 
withdraw  not  merely  from  the  instruction 
but  from  the  school-house  itself.  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  young  children 
can  stand  up  and  announce  their  objection 
or  their  parents'  objection  to  a  particular 
form  of  religious  instruction ;  nor  are 
they  likely  to  do  so  on  their  own  initiative 
The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


if  the  secular  instruction  which  is  provided 
as  an  alternative  is,  as  is  very  often 
the  case,  of  an  extremely  unpalatable 
character.  I  am  convinced  that  if 
when  at  school  your  Lordships  had 
been  given  the  choice  of  listening  for 
half  an  hour  to  the  admonitions  of  a 
Mohammedan  Mullah  or  doing  a  set 
of  Greek  iambics  you  would  not  all  have 
chosen  the  iambics. 

The  third  argument  in  favour  of  not 
making  attendance  compulSory  is  one 
which,  to  some  extent,  appeals  to  the 
Government,  namely,  that  it  relieves  us 
from  the  imputation  of  giving  an  undue 
preference  to  the  ordinary  council  school 
instruction,  and  there  is  this  further  point 
which  I  think  will  appeal  to  some  right 
rev.  Prelates  and  to  others  of  your  Lord- 
ships, that  if  attendance  is  not  compul- 
sory those  who  do  not  wish  their  children 
to  receive  the  ordinary  council  religious 
teaching  can  take  them  away  and 
teach  them  in  a  church  or  in  some  other 
building  separately.  That  is  a  practice 
which  I  beUeve  is  being  followed  in 
an  increasing  degree.  It  points  to  the 
fact  that  the  clergy,  who  have,  I  believe — 
I  shall  be  corrected  if  I  am  wrong — ^I  will 
not  say  of  recent  years,  but  for  some 
years  past,  shown  a  tendency  to  give 
less  religious  instruction  themselves,  are 
disposed  to  return  to  the  perfonhance 
of  those  duties  which  I  think  I  am  right 
in  saying  are  specifically  laid  upon 
them  by  the  canons  of  the  Church.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  you  compel  the  children 
to  attend  at  the  building,  you  will  make 
that  special  church  teaching  in  the 
mornings,  which  has  become  a  veri' 
distinct  feature  in  some  towns,  an 
impossibiUty. 

Now,  one  word  about  the  teacher. 
Two  comments  have  been  made  upon  the 
manner  in  which  we  treat  the  teacher  with 
respect  to  this  religious  instruction.  It 
is  said  he  may  aJways  give  Cowper- 
Temple  instruction,  even  if  unfit,  and  you 
never,  except  in  the  four-fifth  schools, 
allow  him  to  give  the  two  days  faciUriea 
teaching  however  willing  he  may  be. 
Those  provisions  depend  upon  the 
conscience  clause  for  teachers  which  is 
included  in  the  Bill.  A  teacher  em- 
ployed in  a  public  elementary  school  shall 
not  be  required  as  part  of  his  duty  as  a. 
teacher  to  give  any  religious  instruction. 
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And  shall  not  be  required  as  a  con- 
dition of  his  appointment  to  subscribe 
to  any  religious  creed,  or  to  attend  or 
abstain  from  attending  any  Sunday 
school  or  place  of  religious  worship. 
The' effect  of  that  is  that  when  a  teacher 
is  engaged  it  is  not  thought  right  to  ask 
him  what  his  views  are,  or  whether  he 
will  give  any  particular  religious  in- 
struction ;  but,  when  he  is  engaged,  if  he 
agrees  to  give  the  form  of  religious  in- 
struction, the  authority  may  and  un- 
doubtedly will  cause  him  to  show  that  he 
is  qualified  to  give  it.  That,  I  think, 
meets  to  some  considerable  extent  an 
objection  which  has  been  often  raised 
— namely,  that  there  is  a  risk  of  the  or- 
dinary religious  teaching  being  given  by 
improper  people.  I  believe  that  risk  in 
itself  is  exceedingly  small.  After  all, 
these  teachers  are  a  serious  class  of 
people ;  and  the  sort  of  Mephistopheles 
teacher  who  is  supposed  to  be  giving 
Bible  instruction  one  moment  and  speak- 
ing at  Agnostic  meetings  the  next  is,  I 
believe,  a  very  rare  being  indeed.  If  he 
exists  at  all — and  he  may  exist  here  and 
there — ^I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  his  existence  as  a  religious  teacher 
is  a  scandal,  and  that  the  local 
authority  would,  and  ought  under  our 
measure,  to  find  somebody  else  to  give 
±he  religious  instruction. 

But  when  you  say  the  teaching  should 
only  be  given  by  those  who  believe  in  it, 
you  come,  it  seems  to  me,  to  a  very 
difBcult  question.  It  is  very  difficu't  to 
define  what  belief  is.  There  are  many 
degrees  and  varieties  of  belief,  even 
within  the  ranks  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  what  I  do  desire  to  say  is  this, 
that  after  all  conviction  is  much,  hut  it  is 
very  far  indeed  from  being  everything. 
Unless  a  man  has  the  teacher's  gift,  no 
amount  of  conviction  or  earnestness  or 
knowledge  will  enable  him  to  convey  in  a 
palatable  form  to  children  even  the  most 
simple  religious  instruction;  whereas  a 
man  whose  convictions  are  far  less  settled, 
if  he  has  the  gift,  would  in  my  belief  be 
able  to  convey  it  not  merely  in  a  more 
attractive,  but  also  in  a  more  useful  form 
to  the  minds  of  children.  Then  it  is 
asked,  Why  not  allow  the  teacher  to 
pve  the  two  days  facilities  teaching  in 
the  transferred  school  ?  That  no  doubt 
seems  a  reasonable  suggestion.  It  seems 
hard,  undoubtedly,  if  a  teacher  is  willinor 


to  give  it,  to  prohibit  him  from  doing  so  ; 
but  in  practice  it  is  believed  by  a  very 
great  number  of  people — and  those  who 
think  so  object  strongly  to  any  alteration 
of  this  clause — that  it  would  act  as  a  test — 
a  modified  test  no  doubt — but  a  real  test, 
in  a  great  many  rural  schools ;  and  it  being, 
as  I  have  said,  our  object  to  make  the 
schools  in  these  districts  undenomina- 
tional, we  cannot  consent  to  a  rroposition 
which  in  our  opinion  would  to  some 
considerable  extent  undo  one  of  the  main 
purposes  of  the  Bill  itself.  I  mav  j  ust  add 
this,  that  I  think  it  would  not  be  difficult 
to  show  that  unless  jou  also  hard  over 
the  appointment  of  the  teacher  to  the 
denomination — which  would,  of  course, 
destroy  the  structure  of  the  Bill  alto- 
gether— this  permission  would  cut  both 
ways  in  a  great  many  instances. 
What  \(rould  happen  in  such  cases 
would  depend  upon  whether  the  local 
authority  desired  the  teacher  to  give  the 
instruction  or  not,  because  the  appoint- 
ments made  by  them  would  no  doubt  be 
largely  governed  by  some  consideration 
of  this  question. 

I  pass  very  rapidly'  over  the  question 
of  finance,  which  is  one  which  does  not 
specially  concern  your  Lordships'  House. 
It  is  provided  by  the  Bill  that  a  sum  of 
£1,000,000  will  be  found  to  carry  out  its 
object,  but  I  desire  to  make  it  quite  clear 
that  in  the  Bill  no  allocation  of  this  money 
is  suggested  at  all.  The  noble  Marquess 
opposite,  Lord  Huntly,  was  kind  enough 
to  send  me  a  Return  he  had  made  out  as  a 
sequel  to  a  Question  which  he  asked.  I 
think  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  show  that 
the  noble  Marquess  has  founded  his  con- 
clusions on  a  somewhat  unreal  basis, 
but  there  is  no  use  going  into  details  on 
this  matter.  A  Bill  has  been  promised 
for  next  year  dealing,  not  only  with  this 
million,  but  with  the  general  allocation 
of  all  the  money  which  is  provided  by 
the  State  for  this  purpose ;  but  I  want 
to  make  this  one  point  clear,  namely,  that 
the  fact  that  the  sum  of  a  million  was 
named  has  no  relation  whatever  to  the 
probabilities  or  possibilities  of  the  amount 
required  by  individual  schools,  or  likely 
to  be  received  bv  individual  schools,  in  the 
form  of  rent."  The  two  things  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  each  other, 
and  any  argument  founded  on  a  supposed 
connection  is  illusory. 
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I  pass,  not  without  satisfaction,  from 
the  rather  arid  desert  of  religious  contro- 
versy to  the  more  green  and  pleasant  land 
in  which  the  children  themselves  live, 
and  to  one  or  two  points  of  a  more  educa- 
tional character  than  those  with  which 
I  have  been  hitherto  compelled  to  deal. 
Your  Lordships  will  have  observed  that 
we  do  not  make  any  alteration  in  the 
authority  under  which  elementary  educa- 
tion is  worked  in  this  country.  I  need  not 
trouble  you  at  any  length  with  our  reasons. 
Had  we  started  with  a  clean  slate  it  is 
possible  that  we  might  not  have  adopted 
exactly  the  plan  followed  by  noble  Lords 
opposite  in  1£02,  but  finding  matters  £8 
<hey  are  we  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise 
to  attempt  any  further  alterations  in  that 
respect.  But  experience  has  tmdoubt- 
edly  shown  that  some  form  of  delegation 
is  very  much  needed.  In  some  county 
councils  the  members  of  the  education 
committees  complain  that  they  come 
great  distances  at  serious  sacrifices  of 
time,  only  to  find  themselves  confronted 
with  an  endless  agenda  paper  composed 
of  the  most  trifliDg  details  relating  to 
email  schools,  and  that  they  really  never 
have  the  chance  of  considering  educa- 
tional problems  at  all.  For  that  reason 
we  propose  that  in  every  county  in 
England  and  Wales,  except  fourteen 
counties  which  have  less  than  69,000 
inhabitants,  schemes  should  be  prepared 
for  some  form  of  delegation.  The  only 
points  about  theBC  schemes  which  I  wish 
to  mention  are  these,  that  they  must  be 
uniform  as  affecting  the  one  county ; 
that  in  every  case  they  must  involve 
seme  disposal  of  money  by  the  minor 
authority  to  whom  the  power  is  delegated; 
that  the  scheme  must  provide  for  the 
inclusion  of  women  members  on  the 
smaller  bodies  ;  and  what  I  think  is  also 
an  important  provision,  that  any  go- 
ahead  and  energetic  area  which  wishes  to 
try  to  improve  its  own  particular  educa- 
tion may  apply  to  be  specially  rated  by 
the  county  council  in  order  to  carry  out 
its  ideas.  I  hope  and  believe  that  this 
plan  of  delegation  will  meet  with  general 
approval. 

The  authorities  are  given  sixty  years 
instead  of  thirty  years  to  repay  borrowed 
mon^,  which  will  ease  their  position  to 
some  extent.  Then,  as  regards  higher 
education,  the  2d.  limit  on  the  rate  is 
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removed.  Clause  24  has  two  very- 
important  provisions— one  is  for  the 
encouragement  of  a  movement  which 
has  been  carried  on  to  some  extent 
successfully  by  private  enterprise,  but 
which  we  now  think  needs  public  sup- 
port. I  mean  the  provision  of  vacation 
schools  and  play  centres  for  children 
at  times  when  they  are  not  actually  at 
work ;  and  the  second  sub-head  in  the 
came  clause  applies  in  a  limited  form  th» 
important  principle  of  medical  inspection 
to  schools.  I  believe  that  to  be  a  most 
important  provision.  I  believe  that  in 
the  mere  matter  of  dentistry  alone  the 
Evm  of  misery  and  sufiering  which  during 
all  their  life  the  poor  children  of  this 
country  go  through  in  consequence  of 
not  having  their  teeth  properly  attended 
to  when  young  is  at  least  as  great  as 
that  caused  by  an  ordinary  European 
war. 

I  will  not  detain  you  by  any  reference 
to  the  teachers'  register,  which  we  pro- 
pose to  abolish.  Its  abolition  has  been 
a  matter  of  some  comment,  but  we  have 
been  forced  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  register,  so  far  as  it  has  gone 
has  not  carried  out  the  intentions  of 
Parliament  in  creating  it,  and  what  is 
worse,  that  no  proposition  which  has 
been  advanced  by  those  who  have  most 
kindly  given  a  great  deal  of  thought 
and  consideration  to  the  subject  will 
carry  out  the  intentions  of  Parliament. 
What  we  hope  is  that  the  undoubted 
hardship  which  exists  in  the  case  of  some 
of  those  who  have  gone  to  trouble  and 
expense  in  getting  themselves  on  to  the 
register  will  be  at  any  rate  very  con- 
siderably mitigated  by  the  regulation* 
of  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  next  part  of  the  Bill  which  I  will 
touch  on  briefly  deals  with  Wales. 
That  probably  is  a  matter  which  is 
likely  to  be  considered  in  full  when  the 
Committee  stage  is  reached ;  but  I 
may  just  say  this,  that  I  believe  all 
parties  in  Wales  are  at  any  rate  agreed 
as  to  the  principle  of  the  creation  of 
some  central  council  for  education. 

A  BIGHT  REV.  PRELATE  :  No,  na 

The  Eakl  of  CREWE :  I  will  not 
put  it  quite  as  high  as  that  if  right 
rev.   Prelates   object.    I   will  say  that 
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swamped  evetTthing,  or  almost  every- 
thing. What  was  originally  the  second 
part  of  our  Bill,  dealing  no  doabt  with  a 
somewhat  controyersial,  but  an  exceed- 
ingly important  question — that  of  en- 
dowments— ^had  to  be  sacrificed  owing  to 
the  lapse  of  ParUamentary  time,  and  is 
one  of  t^e  victims  of  the  reUgious  questioai 


there  is  a  large  measiure  of  agree- 
ment among  people  of  very  different 
schools  of  thought  in  favour  of  the  for- 
matioa  of  a  central  council  of  education 
for  Wales. 

Eakl  CAWDOR  :  Not  such  a  council 
as  is  proposed  by  the  Bill. 

Thb  Earl  of  CREWE  :  I  understand 
that.  I  was  speaking  as  to  a  general 
agreement  on  the  principle  ;  and  I  think 
it  will  be  generally  agreed  that  if  Wales 
wants  a  council  the  admirable  manner 
in  which  the  Welsh  Intermediate  Edu- 
cation Act  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
Joint  Committees  and  by  the  Central 
Board  makes  it  almost  imperative  that 
we  should  do  what  we  can  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  that  country.  I  am  not  going 
at  all  iato  the  details.  There  is  one 
striking  fact  with  regard  to  this  matter, 
that  Wales  apparently  desires  certain 
powers  now  vested  in  the  Board  of 
Education  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Treasury.  This  is  the  first  time  in  my 
recollection  that  I  have  ever  heard  any 
body  of  people,  so  to  speak,  "nestling 
np"  to  the  Treasury,  but  that  is  a 
matter  for  Wales  itself  to  decide. 

The  remaining  clauses  of  the  Bill  are 
soeh  as  I  think  would  be  more  con- 
Teniently  dealt  with  in  Committee.  My 
task  is  therefore  at  an  end,  and  I  feel  I 
must  apologise  to  your  Lordships  for 
having  detained  you  at  such  unconscion- 
able length.  The  nature  of  the  subject 
made  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  me  to 
deal  with  it  at  all  briefly.  During  the 
last  six  months  it  has  been  my  duty 
to  study  so  far  as  I  could  everything 
that  has  been  written  or  said  on  this 
Bnbject,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
any  utterances  of  any  very  great  im- 
portance have  escaped  me.  Nineteen- 
twentieths  of  what  has  been  said  and 
written  on  this  subject  has  dealt  with 
>ome  aspect  or  other  of  the  religious 
difficulty.  I  confess  that  all  through  my 
uppermost  thought  has  been  this — if 
only  all  the  energy,  all  the  passion,  and  all 
the  research  which  have  produced  such  a 
volume  of  emotional  rhetoric  and  such  a 
museum  of  elaborate  argument  could 
have  been,  and  now  could  be,  applied  to 
the  real  advancement  of  education  in  this 
country!    This   religious   difficulty   has 


I  ask,  my  Lords,  is  it  not  possible  that 
this  long  strife  can  somehow  be  made 
to  cease  ?  In  a  very  few  days  your 
Lordships  are  going  to  disperse  to  your 
homes  at  a  delightful  season  of  the  year. 
Possibly  some  of  you  may  be  able  to  spare 
time  from  more  attractive  pursuits  to 
consider  this  thorny  question  and  to  re- 
I  fleet  what  an  immense  gain  to  the  nation 
I  would  be  a  declaration  of  peace  after  this 
!  more  than  thirty  years  religious  war.  I 
;  know  very  well  that  there  are  some 
provisions  in  this  measure  which  your 
Lordships  are  disposed  to  condemn. 
May  I  ask  this,  not  merely  that  you 
should  refrain  from  condemning  without 
full  knowledge  of  what  is  actually  pro- 
posed, for  I  am  sure  your  Lordships  wilt 
not  do  that,  but  also  that  you  will  re- 
frain from  condemning  without  very 
anxious  consideration  of  all  the  possiSle- 
alternatives.  Some  of  those  alternatives 
seem  at  first  most  attractive,  but  we,  too, 
my  Lords,  have  had  to  consider  them  and 
sometimes  very  reluctantly  have  had  to- 
reject  them  because  in  our  opinion  they 
were  utterly  incompatible  with  a  final 
settlement  of  this  question.  If  your 
Lordships  will  give  the  subject  full  con- 
sideration in  that  spirit,  I  beUeve  that 
you  will  admit  that  this  measure  re- 
presents an  honest  and  a  not  altogether 
unsuccessful  effort,  seriously  designed  and 
seriously  carried  out,  towards  a  just  solu- 
tion of  this  most  bafiOUng  and  intricate 
problem. 

I      Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a."" 
I  —{The  Earl  of  Crewe.) 

I     The    Marquess    of    Londonderht  t 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just 
sat  down,  and  who  has  so  lucidly  intro- 
I  duced  this  complicated  matter,  asked  for 
I  your  Lordships*  sympathy  in  the  diffi- 
cult task  he  was  undertaking.    I  can 
;  assure  my  noble  friend  that  if  there  is. 
I  one  Member  of  your  Lordships'  House 
,  who  can  sympathise  with  him  in  that. 
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•appeal  it  is  myself,  for  I  performed  a 
-similar  duty  when  in  office  on  more  than 
one  occasion. 

l^The  noble  Earl  has  dealt  fully  with  a 
great  number  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill. 
We  on  this  side  of  the  House  all  under- 
stand that  Clause  1,  giving  complete 
popular  control,  is  the  hinjce  on  which  the 
whole  Bill  hangs,  and  in  the  course  of 
his  opening  remarks  my  noble  friend 
stated  that  that  was  the  opinion  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues.  I  regard 
that  clause  as  the  keystone  of  the 
measure,  which,  in  my  opinion,  abso- 
lutely destroys  the  denominational 
schools  from  the  point  of  view  of  denomi- 
national education,  and  therefore  is 
an  attack  upon  the  Established  Church 
of  this  country.  The  noble  Earl  went 
on  to  say  that  he  was  convinced  that  he 
had  the  people  of  the  country  at  his 
back  in  the  line  which  he  and  his  Govern- 
ment are  taking.  I  think  he  stated  that 
if  anyone  had  announced  at  a  meeting 
in  the  country  that  he  was  opposed  to 
the  ratepayers  having  popular  control 
in  the  matter  of  education  that  man 
would  be  promptly  escorted  to  the  rail- 
way station. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE :  I  was  speaking 
of  Parliamentary  candidates. 

The  Marquess  op  LONDONDERRY  : 
I  agree  entirely  with  what  the  noble 
Earl  said.  I  believe  that  the  people 
of  this  country  are  in  favour  of  pubUc 
control  in  elementary  schools,  but  when 
they  declared  that  as  their  opinion 
they  did  not  anticipate  that  the  chief 
measure  of  the  session  would  have  for 
its  object  the  endowment  of  Noncon- 
formity at  the  expense  of  the  whole 
community,  especially  of  the  Church  of 
England,  the  abolition  of  Church  in- 
fluence in  Church  schools,  and  that  the 
Bill  would  be  a  stepping-stone  towards 
the  disestablishment  of  the  Church  of 
England.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
ratepayers  fully  anticipated  that  there 
would  be  additional  representation  on 
the  boards  of  management  of  non-pro- 
vided schools,  but  I  venture  to  say  they 
never  thought  for  one  moment  that  the 
Government  were  going,  by  one  stroke 
•of  the  pen,  to  abolish  the  14,000  voluntary 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 


schools  which  have  done  snch  spendid 
educational  work  for  generations  past. 

What  did  the  people  of  this  country 
form  their  opinions  upon  in  this  matter 
previous  to  the  general  election  ?  They 
formed  those  opinions  on  the  various 
speeches  made  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  Mr.  BirreU.  In 
one  speech  Mr.  BirreU  said — 

"  Not  only  was  he  deairoas  that  there  shoold 
be  Christian  education  in  all  schools,  bat  he  wu 
also  anxious  that  there  should  be  facilitie* 
given,  if  they  could  be  arranged  on  proper 
terms,  whereby  all  denominations  would  have 
the  opportanity  of  iartrneting  children  who 
attended  the  schools  in  what  tney  believed  to 
be  their  true  religion." 

On  another  occasion  Mr.  BirreU  de- 
clared that — 

"  He  hoped  it  would  be  possible  to  have 
in  the  public  elementary  schools  in  this  coon- 
try  simple  religious  teaching  for  those  who 
were  content  with  it,  and  aUo  to  give  &cil- 
ities  that  those  people  who  wanted  more 
definite  dogmatic  instruction  should  have  it 
so  that  their  children  might  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  it." 

What  did  Mr.  BirreU  mean  by  that? 
He  undoubtedly  meant  that  where 
Cowper-Temple  teaching  was  required  it 
should  be  given,  but  where  extra  re- 
ligious instruction  was  desired  it  should 
also  be  given.  Therefore,  if  any  man- 
date on  the  subject  was  given  by  the 
country  at  the  general  election  it  was 
on  the  programme  set  out  by  the  Minister 
for  Education,  and  was  in  favour  of 
religious  teaching. 

Much  aUusion  has  been  made  to  the 
Act  of  1902.  It  has  been  naturally 
criticised ;  but  let  me  say  at  once,  as  one 
who  was  to  a  great  extent  responsible 
for  that  measure,  that  the  Act  of  1903 
destroyed  nothing.  I  may  be  told  by 
my  noble  friend  opposite  tl^t  it  destroyed 
the  school  boards,  but  if  my  noble 
friend  wiU  carry  his  mind  back  to  1870 
he  will  remember  that  the  school  boards 
were  only  set  up  as  a  last  alternative 
because  there  were  no  local  authorities. 
The  Act  of  1902  destroyed  nothing ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  constructive  and 
educational  measure.  I  challenge  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  to  show  me  any  pro- 
vision in  this  Bill  which  by  any  stretch 
of  imagination  can  justify  its  being  called 
an  Education  Bill.  It  is  a  BiU  to  destroy 
religious  education  ;  there  is  nothing  in 
it  to  benefit  the  general  education  of  the 
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country.  The  Act  of  1902  co-ordinated 
all  grades  of  education  under  one  head, 
and  under  the  system  set  up  education  is 
steadily  and  gradually  improving.  I 
liave  myself  been  to  a  great  number  of 
the  big  towns  in  the  country,  and  not  only 
do  I  find  the  Act  working  smoothly  and 
«rell,  but  it  is  praised  by  all  classes  of  the 
community.  I  know  that  in  some  of  the 
rural  districts  there  is  annoyance  at 
having  to  pay  a  rate  which  they  did  not 
have  to  pay  before,  but  I  cannot  see  that 
there  will  be  any  reduction  under  this 
Bill. 

The  system  on  which  provided  and  non- 
provided  schools  have  been  working  side 
by  side  since  the  year  1870,  and  as  the 
Act  of  that  year  intended  them  to  work, 
has  been  entirely  to  the  benefit  of  the 
ednoation  of  the  country.  The  atmo- 
sphere of  religion  in  the  denominational 
schools  has  permeated  the  whole  district 
in  which  those  schools  are  situated,  and 
this  is  bound  to  have  had  beneficial 
results;  and,  owing  to  its  being  neces- 
sary for  the  non-provided  schools  to  be 
as  efficient  as  the  provided  schools 
secular  education  has  been  kept  up  to 
the  same  high  standard.  Therefore  I  am 
at  a  lass  to  know  how  it  can  be  in  the  in- 
terest of  education  to  strike  this  blow 
at  the  great  work  done  by  v.Juntary 
schools.  I  do  not  think  the  country 
realises  what  it  owes  to  Church  or  volun- 
tary schools.  Many  years  ago,  when  there 
were  no  other  schools  of  any  sort  or  kind, 
the  sole  education  of  the  country  was 
provided  by  these  schools.  Children  of 
Nonconformists  took  every  advantage 
of  the  educational  facilities  thereby 
offered,  and  I  believe  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  has  admitted  having  received 
his  elementary  education  in  a  voluntary 
school  in  Wales.  The  people  who  now 
denounce  these  schools  were  not  above 
taking  advantage  of  them. 

I  regretted  to  hear  the  sneers  which 
the  noble  Earl  cast  upon  the  reason  why 
these  schools  were  provided  and  kept  up. 
He  seemed  to  insinuate  that  they  were 
provided  for  pecuniary  reasons  in  order 
to  keep  down  the  rates.  I  repudiate 
that  suggestion  entirely.  The  supporters 
of  these  schools  have  made  sacrifices  for 
their  maintenance  out  of  love  for  religion 
and  education.     I  could  quote  to  your 
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Lordships  case  after  case  where  clerg>'- 
men  have  devoted  the  whole  of  their 
incomes  to  the  support  of  these  schools 
on  behalf  of  religious  education.  The 
landed  interest,  too,  has  supported  these 
schook,  because  landlords  have  believed 
in  them  and  wished  the  children  of  their 
tenants  to  benefit  by  the  religious  educa- 
tion imparted.  To  hear  our  pditical 
opponents  talk,  one  would  imagine  that 
the  voluntary  schools  as  they  now 
exist  were  under  the  absolute  control 
of  the  managers.  Anyone  who  has 
■tudied  this  question  loiows  that  that 
is  not  the  case.  The  local  authority  has 
absolute  control  over  each  and  every 
one  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  the 
very  short  time  in  the  morning  which 
is  devoted  to  religious  instruction  and 
with  regard  to  the  selection  of  the  teacher, 
but  they  have  the  power  of  veto  where 
they  consider  the  teacher  is  not  com- 
petent to  give  secular  education. 

I  agree  entirely  \vith  the  cry  for  popular 
control.  The  ratepayers  of  the  country 
should  have  the  control  of  expenditure 
out  of  the  rates,  but  apparently  it  is 
considered  that  the  only  people  who 
pay  rates  are  Nonconformists.  There 
has  not  been  a  religious  census  for  many 
years  past,  and  consequently  it  is  im- 
possible to  draw  a  distinct  line  as  to  the 
sums  paid  by  the  various  denominations, 
but  my  own  conviction  is  that  if  the 
rates  paid  for  education  could  be  ear- 
marked it  Would-be  found  that  supporters 
of  voluntary  schools  pay  an  amount 
sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
schools,  and  yet,  while  paying  for  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching  in  provided  schools, 
they  are  not  to  be  allowed  their  own 
denominational  teaching.  The  noble 
Earl  has  told  us  that  this  is  an  unde- 
nominational Bill.  He  has  reiterated  the 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  that — 

"  This  is  an  undenominiitional  Bill  setting  up 
an  uodenominatiunal  system,  and  we  most 
r^^rd  it  in  tliat  light. 

The  noble  Earl  went  at  some  length  into 
what  he  described  as  concessions  and 
facilities.  The  so-called  concessions  and 
facilities,  which  have  been  so  much  dwelt 
upon,  arc  in  my  opinion  illusory. 

I  give  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  credit  for  an  intention  to  deal 
fairly  with  the  denominational  schools. 
I  have  read  his  upcochcs  both  before  he 
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was  Minister  for  Eduoation  and  since, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  in  liis  heart  of 
hearts  he  would  wish  to  do  justice  to  those 
who  hold  the  views  I  have  expressed ; 
but  I  consider  that  Mr.  Birrell  is  in  the 
unfortunate  position  of  the  dog  that  is 
wagged  by  the  tail.  It  looks  as  if,  when- 
over  he  has  made  a  concession,  he  has 
been  immediately  taken  to  task  by 
colleagues  in  the  Cabinet  and  a  section 
of  his  supporters  in  another  place,  the 
result  being  that  his  concession  has  been 
instantly  hedged  in  and  guarded  by  con- 
ditions which  make  it  worthless.  I  give 
Mr.  Birrell  credit  for  being  an  extremely 
able  man,  and  I  should  therefore  hke  to 
know  whether  he  gives  these  concessions 
because  he  knows  they  arc  illusory  or 
because  he  thinks  they  will  be  of 
value. 

In  this  Bill  plausible  facilities  are 
imdoubtedly  given  for  religious  teaching, 
but  they  are  hampered  by  the  conditions 
as  to  the  time  when  it  shall  be  given 
and  the  exclusion  of  the  regular  teacher. 
It  is  the  regular  teacher  who  best  knows 
the  way  to  the  heart  of  the  child,  and  on 
this  point  I  would  refer  the  noble  Earl 
to  a  speech  of  the  Parliamentary.  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Education.  In  that 
speech  Mr.  Lough  emphasised  the  im- 
portance of  having  the  religious  educa- 
tion given  by  trained  and  regular  teachers 
because  they  knew  the  way  to  the 
child's  mind  better  than  did  anyone 
else.  In  those  circumstances  I  should 
like  to  ask  what  are  the  reasons 
which  persuaded  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  refuse  to  allow  the  child  to  be 
tatight  by  the  teacher  who  their  own 
Parliamentary  Secretary  tells  us  is  the 
person  beet  quaUfied  to  give  that  teaching. 
I  have  myself  a  large  school  at  Seaham 
in  which  there  are  1,139  boys,  girls,  and 
infants,  and  thirty-three  teachers.  I 
would  ask  the  noble  Earl,  who  is  going 
to  do  the  work  of  those  33  teachers  on 
the  days  in  the  week  allotted  to  religious 
education  ?  The  clergyman  and  two 
curates  cannot  be  asked  to  do  it  all  in  the 
allotted  days,  and  I  want  to  know  how 
outsiders  are  to  be  got  in  the  schools  in 
the  time. 

*The  Eabl  of  CREWE  :  I  am  sorry 
to  interrupt  the  noble  Marquess,  but  I 
should  like  to  ask,  are  these  all  Church 
children  1 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 


Thb  Marqubss  of  LONDON- 
DERRY :  They  represent  all  denomina- 
tions except  Roman  Catholic,  but  they 
have  gloried  in  the  fact  that  they  have 
had  this  instruction  at  the  hands  of  the 
thirty-three  teachers  to  whom  I  have 
referred.  That  system  has  gone  on 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  parents, 
and  there  has  hardly  been  a  withdrawal 
of  a  child  from  that  school.  In  the  Bill 
you  maintain  that  there  shall  be  no 
qualification  in  the  future  for  teachers. 
I  did  not  quite  follow  what  the  noble 
Earl  said  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
teachers,  and  whether  they  would  be 
liable  to  dismissal. 

•The  Eabl  of  CREWE:  They  are 
not  liable  to  dismissal.  I  was  speaking 
of  new  teachers  being  engaged,  and  I 
said  they  would  not  be  subjected  at 
the  time  of  their  engagement  to  any 
test  whatever  as  to  their  religious 
I  opinions,  neither  would  they  be  subject 
to  any  obligation  to  attend  or  absta-n 
from  attending  any  place  of  worsh'p 
or  Sunday  School  or  anything  of  the 
kind.  But  aftem-ards,  if  they  agreed 
to  undertake  religious  instruction,  it 
might  then  be  ascertained  if  they  were 
qualified  to  give  it.  If  they  were  ob- 
viously disqualified  the  local  authority 
would  have  to  find  somebody  else. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY : 
I  do  not  know  how  the  noble  Earl  recon- 
ciles that  with  his  Bill.  I  understood 
that  all  tests  and  qualifications  were  to  be 
abolished. 

*Thk  Earl  of  CREWE  :  Tests,  but  not 
qualifications. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY : 
I  do  not  understand  the  fine  distincticms 
which  are  drawn  between  tests  and 
qualifications.  If  you  have  a  teach»  to 
teach  arithmetic  you  insist  on  his  being 
qualified  to  give  that  instruction,  bat, 
according  to  the  noble  Earl,  those 
responsible  for  the  giving  of  rdigious 
instruction  are  not  to  be  compelled  to 
possess  any  qualification  at  all. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  I  am  sorry 
again  to  have  to  interrupt  the  noble  Mar- 
quess. No  question  is  to  be  asked  when 
the  teacher  is  engaged  as  to  his  religious 
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opi]uoD8,  but  if  engaged  he  is  asked 
whether  he  is  willing  to  give  religious 
instruction. 

TflE  Hakquess  of  LONDONDERRT  : 
Tes,  but  you  have  not  the  slightest  idea 
whether  he  is  qualified  to  give  it  or  not. 
If  a  teacher  is  to  teach  anything  well  he 
must  thoroughly  believe  in  it  himself. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
admitted,  on  the  Third  Reading,  the 
importance  of  religious  teaching  being 
given  by  a  well-trained  teacher.  He 
said — 

"  I  ac^^e  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
that  raUgioM  instruction  ia  very  badly  given- 
I  liave  heard  it  giren  again  and  again  m  Board 
aohools  and  in  Cbnrch  schools,  and  I  have  very 
■eldom  heard  it  given  otherwise  than  badly. 
That  i«  a  criticuini,  not  of  the  system,  bnt  of 
teacher.  A  well-tnuned  teacher  ia  the  thing 
we  waat." 

Yet  it  ia  the  weU-trained  teacher  you 
propose  under  this  Bill  to  turn  on  one 
aide.  That  is  a  point  on  which  I  lay 
great  stress.  I  hope  that  in  the  recess 
those  responsible  for  the  Bill  will  ponder 
over  the  words  of  the  late  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  that — 

"  the  efficiency  of  religions  teaching  depends 
on  the  eameatneas  of  the  conviction  of  the 
teacher." 

The  facilities,  as  they  are  called,  are 
entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the  local 
authority.  The  word  "may"  instead 
of  "shall"  comes  in  frequently,  and, 
owing  to  the  fact  of  its  being  permissive. 
Clause  3  holds  out  hopes  that  cannot, 
by  the  widest  stretch  of  imagination, 
be  regarded  as  certainties. 

*The  Eabi.  of  CREWE  :  In  Clause  3 
the  facilities  are  obligatory  if  the  school 
is  taken. 

Thb  Mabquess  of  LONDONDERRT : 
Tes,  but  only  if  it  is  taken.  I 
know  that  in  the  Hotise  of  Commons 
an  endeavour  was  made  to  obtain  an 
appeal  to  the  Board  of  Education,  but 
Mr.  Birrell  refused  to  accept  that  because 
of  the  wish  of  the  local  authorities  to 
be  all  powerfuL  Therefore,  what  is 
the  position  of  these  schools  if  the  local 
authoritiee  are  hostile  to  the  granting 
of  hcilitiee  for  denominational  teaching  ? 

I  now  come  to  Clause  4,  which,  with 
the  exception  of  Clause  1,  is  the  most 
important  Clanse  in  the  BilL    Let  me 


918 

first  of  all  consider  what  was  the  intention 
of  the  (Government  in  introducing  that 
clause.  I  think  it  is  notorious  that 
it  was  introduced  in  order  to  secure 
the  Roman  Catholic  vote,  and,  secondly 
— and  this  was  by  no  means  its  least  ob- 
ject— to  retain  the  services  of  the  noble 
Marquees  the  Leader  of  your  Lordships' 
House.  It  must  have  been  intended 
to  cut  out  the  Church  schools.  That 
must  have  been  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
drafted  the  clause,  because  it  is  confined 
to  urban  districts  of  over  5,000  inhabi- 
tants, and  His  Majesty's  Government 
know  full  well  that  the  great  majority 
of  voluntary  schools  are  in  the  rural 
districts  and  could  not  possibly  come 
under  this  clause.  To  my  mind,  the  clause 
will  be  found  impossible  in  its  working. 
The  conditions  to  be  fulfilled  before 
facilities  are  granted  are  almost  incapable 
of  fulfilment,  even  within  the  areas  to 
which  the  clause  applies.  What  is  the 
explanation  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in 
another  place  voting  so  constantly  against 
the  Gk>vemment  on  this  ?  It  is  because 
they  are  finding  out  that  the  clause 
will  not  benefit  them,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  in  nearly  all  Roman  Catholic 
schools  there  are  a  large  number  of 
children  of  other  denominations.  The 
denomination  that  will  be  benefited 
is  that  of  the  Jews.  I  contend  that  it 
will  be  impossible  to  get  four-fifths  of 
the  parents  to  vote  as  the  Bill  requires. 
But  there  is  a  further  restriction  im- 
posed, viz.,  that  there  shall  be  no 
facilities  given  unless  there  is  alterna- 
tive accommodation  for  the  children 
of  parents  who  do  not  desire  facilities. 
Thus  there  might  be  a  school  of  100 
children  the  parents  of  ninty-nine  of 
whom  desire  facilities.  If  there  were 
not  another  accessible  school  for  the 
remaining  one  child  facilities  could  not 
be  granted.  The  facilities  clause  is,  in 
fact,  utterly  useless. 

Then  we  come  to  another  very  im- 
portant provision  —  the  Council  for 
Wales.  I  object  to  separate  treatment 
for  Wales  on  constitutional  grounds. 
I  decline  to  agree  to  a  proposal  for 
what  I  may  call  Home  Rule  all  round. 
There  is  no  more  reason  why  this  step 
should  be  taken  in  regard  to  Wales  than 
in  regard  to  Durham,  the  Ridings  of 
Torkshire,  and  every  thickly  popu- 
lated part  of  the  coimtry;  and  I  must 
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deny  entirely  a  statement  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  that  all  parties  in  Wales 
are  agreed  on  the  principle  of  this  pro- 
posal. I  do  not  think  that  right  rev. 
Prelates  opposite  connected  with  Wales 
will  contradict  me  when  I  say  that  there 
are  a  large  number  of  people  in  Wales 
who  will  not  accept  that  principle. 
This  is  a  question  which  was  scarcely 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Government  did  not  seem  to  know 
their  own  minds  one  day  from  another, 
and  proposal  after  proposal  was  sub- 
mitted. I  think  this  is  a  point  which 
will  have  to  be  carefully  considered 
when  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill  is 
taken.  I  was  Minister  for  Education 
when  we  had  to  put  into  force  the 
Defaulting  Authorities  Act,  and  if  we 
had  not  put  that  Act  into  force  205 
voluntary  school  teachers  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire alone  would  not  have  had 
their  salaries,  nor  would  the  school 
have  been  provided  with  coal  or  light. 
If  this  is  the  treatment  which  these  un- 
fortunate teachers  received  then,  what 
will  be  their  chance  of  fair  and  just  treat- 
ment in  the  future  ? 

Then  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Bill  appear  never  to  have  been  thought 
out.  We  are  told  that  £1,000,000  is  to 
be  given  annually  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Bill,  chiefly,  I  believe,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  over  or  paying  rent  for  what 
are  called  transferred  schools.  When  I 
read  that  the  sum  was  to  be  £1,000,000  I 
puzzled  my  brain  as  to  how  that  amount 
had  been  arrived  at.  It  would  have  been 
easy  to  ascertain  the  number  of  schools 
to  be  taken,  and  the  number  of  children 
attending  them,  and  to  have  struck  an 
average  of  so  much  per  child  ;  but  to  my 
amazement  the  only  reason  given  for 
fixing  £1,000,000  was  that  it  was  all  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  spare. 
There  is  not  much  finance  about  that. 
Mr.  Asquith  stated  in  another  place  that 
he  considered  the  clause  for  medical  in- 
spection and  the  clause  for  delegation  the 
two  most  important  clauses  in  the  Bill. 
That  shows  the  feeling  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  Is  the  question  of  religious 
teaching  to  be  considered  of  no  import- 
tance  at  all  %  Apparently  that  is  so, 
for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
expressed  his  opinion  that  these  were  the 
only  two  clauses  of  importance. 

The  Marguess  of  Londonderry, 
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I  may  be  asked  why,  if  I  hold  these 
views  so  strongly,  I  do  not  move  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill.  If  I  had  done  that 
it  would  have  amounted  to  a  declaration 
that  the  Act  of  1902  was  perfect.  No 
Bill  that  has  ever  passed  through  Parlia- 
ment can  be  considered  a  perfect  Bill, 
and  still  less  so  when  it  is  biult  upon  the 
foundation  of  another  imperfect  measure 
like  the  Act  of  1870.  Therefore,  I  am 
ready  to  allow  that  there  is  room  for 
improvement  in  our  educational  sj-stem. 
The  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  should 
be  allowed  so  that  it  may  be  carefully 
considered  clause  by  clause  and  line  by 
line.  In  this  House  there  is  no  closure, 
and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  take  full 
advantage  of  that  fact  and  insist  on 
closely  examining  the  details  of  the  Bill. 
I  do  not  know  who  understands  the  Bill. 
I  doubt  whether  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
do,  for  their  speeches  in  another  place 
are  of  an  extraordinarily  contradictory 
character.  Is  it  likely  then  that  the 
ordinary  man  in  the  country  can  under- 
stand it  ?  The  rapidity  with  which 
this  measure  has  been  rushed  through 
the  House  of  Commons  has  aroused  the 
indignation  of  even  my  noble  friend 
opposite.  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  who 
is  a  strong  supporter  of  His  Majesty'-s 
Government.  Even  Lord  Stanley  of 
Alderley  declared  that  Government 
Amendments  had  been  inserted  in  the 
Bill  quite  unconsidered. 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY: 
I  was  only  referring  to  one  particular 
Amendment. 

The  Marqdess  of  LONDONDERRY : 
ihese  matters,  at  any  rate,  should  be 
fidly  considered,  and  I  quote  my  noble 
friend  as  having  said  that  an  Amendment 
to  one  important  clause  in  the  Bill  had 
been  dealt  with  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 
manner.  What  is,  after  all,  the  chief 
object  of  this  measure  ?  It  is  to  abolish 
denominational  schools  and  denomina- 
tional teaching,  and  it  is  a  direct  attack 
therefore,  on  the  Church  to  which  we  are 
proud  to  belong.  I  hope  your  Lordships 
and  the  people  in  the  country  will  not  go 
away  thinking  that  if  this  Bill  is  carried 
it  will  do  no  harm  to  the  Church.  It  is  a 
stepping-stone  to  the  disestablishment 
of  the  Church,  and  I  think  it  is  well  that 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


921        Educatum.  {England        {1  August  1906} 


and  frales)  Bill. 


922 


the  people  of  the  country  should  under- 
stand that.  I  am  one  of  those  who  regard 
this  as  a  very  grave  question.  We  are 
all  working  for  one  end — to  inculcate  in 
the  rising  generation  of  this  country  those 
principles  which  we  Churchmen  hold  so 
dear.  We  are  convinced  that  the  teach- 
ing we  have  given  has  been  conducive 
to  the  welfare,  happiness,  and  prosperity 
of  our  people,  and  we  desire  that  nothing 
should  be  done  to  impair  it. 

♦The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  My  Lords,  we  have  heard 
the  case  for  the  Bill  to  which  you  are 
asked  to  give  a  Second  Reading  set  before 
us  with  clearness  and  in  large  measure 
with  a  fairness  which  I  think  left  nothing 
to  be  desired.  We  have  had  from  the  front 
Bench  opposite  weighty  criticisms  about 
some  of  its  details  and  a  good  many  of  its 
principles.  I  will  try  not  to  go  over 
again  the  ground  which  has  already  been 
well  trodden.  I  approach  the  question 
perhaps  from  a  somewhat  different  stand- 
point. I  should  like  to  say  at  the  outset 
that  some  of  us  feel  on  this  subject  a 
pecuUar  difficulty  in  speaking  adequately 
in  Parliament,  because  the  matter  con- 
cerns so  closely  the  deeper  and  more 
8icred  parts  of  life  as  to  make  it  not 
always  easy  to  express  in  a  pubUc  speech 
the  innermost  re  iUty  of  what  one  feels 
about  it  all.  No  one  can  have  had 
such  opportunities  as  I  have  had  during 
the  last  few  months  of  being  in  toucli 
day  by  day  with  some  of  the  best  of  the 
teachers  in  our  schools  without  finding 
how  for  them  at  least  the  whole  of  this 
question  is  swept  outside  the  category  of 
social  or  political  controversy  and  is  felt 
by  them  to  involve  interests  which  are  too 
sacred  and  loo  deep  for  words. 

I  want  first  to  look  at  the  Bill  in  its 
setting  in  the  history  of  the  last  half- 
century  or  more.  When  we  are  dealing 
with  a  highly  controversial  question,  and 
want  to  be  on  our  guard  against  uncon- 
scious prejudice  or  distorting  bias,  it  is  well 
sometimes  to  stand  back  a  little  from  the 
subject  and  to  look  at  the  events  as 
they  will  appear  to  the  cool,  unemotional 
historian  who  may  be  telling  the  story 
when  this  century  is  drawing  to  a  close. 
The  more  faithfully  and  the  more  com- 
petently that  we  can  do  this  the  more 
likely  shall  we  be  to  see  things  in  their 


true  balance  and  proportion,  and  to 
judge  of  the  relation  which  each  great 
episode  bears  to  the  rest.  For  the  story 
of  education  during  the  last  hundred 
years  in  England  groups  itself  round 
certain  great  episodes  and  certain  great 
men.  Some  elements  of  the  controversy 
— some  vehement  outbursts  of  opinion — 
which  seomed  at  the  time  likely  to 
endure  have  proved  to  be  evanescent. 
To  take  a  single  example,  drawn  from  a 
period  within  the  lifetime  of  many  who 
are  here,  and  within  the  political  recollec- 
tion, I  suppose,  of  a  few  of  our  veterans. 
In  1847  there  was  a  great  Parhamentary 
duel  between  Macaulay  and  John  Bright. 
Macaulay  vainly  endeavoured  to  convince 
I  Mr.  Bright  that  it  was  a  good  thing  that 
the  State  should  take  some  responsibility 
for  the  education  of  the  people.  Mr. 
Bright  remained  entirely  unconvinced, 
and  set  his  views  forth  in  a  memorable 
speech.  Nobody  holds  those  views  now, 
and  I  only  refer  to  the  matter  as  a 
curious  object  lesson.  When  we  remem- 
ber that  his  were  the  opinions  held  by  a 
vigorous  section  of  a  great  Party  within 
recent  times,  it  should  make  us  a  little 
cautious  as  to  what  is  colloquially  called 
"  cocksureness "  about  the  permanent 
validity  and  weight  of  some  political 
nostrum  or  some  popular  cry. 

The  really  curious  fact  in  that  long 
story  is  that  on  almost  every  occasion 
of  widespread  controversy  the  practical 
difiSculty  has  ultimately  turned,  as  it 
turns  to-day,  mainly  on  the  religious 
question.  The  Nonconformist  for  a  whole 
;  century  has  asked,  when  any  large 
'  educational  question  has  been  raised, 
whether  the  change  would  not  increase 
and  consolidate  the  power  and  stcUtu  of 
I  the  National  Church.  Churchmen  on 
the  other  hand  have  asked  whether 
the  particular  change  under  discussion 
would  not  prevent  them  from  discharging 
a  responsibility  which  they  were  not 
only  able  and  willing,  but  absolutely 
bound,  to  discharge  for  the  good  of  the 
nation  as  a  whole.  It  is  that  particular 
difficulty  which  has  again  and  again 
divided  men  when  they  might,  it  would 
seem,  have  almost  come  together  upon 
everything  else.  It  was  that  which 
exactly  a  century  ago  sundered  these  two 
pioneers  of  education — good  men  both  of 
them,  but  angular  and  eccentric — Andrew 
Bell  and  Joseph  Lancaster.     It  was  that 
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seeing  Bill  of  Lord  Brougham  in  1820 ; 
it   was    that    which    led,    in    part    at 
least,  to  the  opposition  which  the  Man- 
chester school   gave   to   the   education 
grants  in  the  *  30*8  and  '  40'8 ;  it  was  that 
which  hampered  the  revised  Code  in  1861  ; 
it  was  that   which   forced  a  change   of 
front  upon  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr.  Forater 
in  1870 ;  it  was  that  which  deatrtjyed  the 
Bill  of  the  late  Conservative  Government 
in  1896;  it  was  that  which,   in  some 
counties  at  least,  has  made  the  Act  of 
1902  drag  its  wheels  very  heavily.     My 
Lords,  that  is,  in  one  sense,  a  humiliating 
confession,  and    perhaps    especially    so 
when    it    is  made    by    an    ecclesiastic. 
Is  it  wonderful,  one  asks,  that,  this  being 
so,  we  should  have  heard  from  time  to 
time  in  recent  years  the  cry — "  Sweep 
away  the  whole  thing  that  causes  so  much 
strife  where  strife  is  unnecessary,  and  let 
us  have  in  our  schools  secular  teaching 
only  ? "    Considering  the  impatience  smd 
irritability  of  human  nature  one  under- 
stands   without    diflSculty   why  such    a 
thought    should   find    wide    expression. 
And  yet,  my  Lords,  it  only  needs  a  clear 
and  insistent  gaze  into  the  facts  to  satisfy 
us  how  fallacious  the  cry  is.     The  actual 
facte,    surely,    are    these.      Every  sort 
of  people  in  the  controversies  of  these 
hundred    years    who    have    combined 
practical  experience  of  our  schools  with 
real  enthusiasm  about  elementary  educa- 
tion are  agreed  in  saying  that  it  does 
matter  beyond  words  for  the  forming  of 
oharacter  in  the  elementary  schools  of 
the  nation  that  they  should  be  carried  on 
upon  a  basis  of  religious  teaching,  or 
rather,  that  that  golden  thread  should  be 
woven  through  and  through  the  web  which 
they  construct.    The   very   importance 
which  everybody  attaches  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  thing  is  to  be  done  is  of 
itself  very  striking  evidence  as  to  the 
necessity  which  they  feel  that  it  should  be 
done.     What  they  differ  about  is  the 
question :  On   what  lines  and  by  what 
men  and  women  is  that  golden  thread  to 
be  inwrought  ?     Could  anything  be  more 
fatuous  than  to  say,   in    a  moment  of 
impatience,  that  the  proper  way  to  solve 
the  perplexity  is  to    sweep  the  whole 
thing  aside  ? 

Take  a  humble  parallel.  I  believe  it  is 
agreed  by  almost  everybody  that  for 
little  children  a  milk  diet  is  essential, 
and    I    am    further    told    that  at  this 


and  Wales)  Bill.  924 

moment  there  are,  in  connection  with 
the    great    Poor    Law    schools   of   the 
kingdom,  groups  of  medical  men  divided 
into    factions  as  to   whether  that  milk 
should    be  sterilised,    boiled,   or   given 
in  its  natural  state.    What  should  we 
think  of  the  reformer  who  was  to  argue 
that,  having    regard    to    these  contro- 
versies, it    would    be    better    that  no 
milk    should    be   given   at    alU     The 
analogy    is    not    a    very    profound    or 
close  one,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
holds    water    for   our    purpose.      The 
instinct  of  the  English  people  is  sound 
and  true  that  their  children  should  be 
Christianly  brought  up  at  school  as  well 
as  at  home.    They  are  ready  to  trust 
the   teacher   pretty   largely   as   to  the 
nature  of  that  instruction  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  to  be  given,  but  they  do 
want    the    religion   taught  to    be  real. 
Many  of  us  clergy,  my  Lords,  who  have 
spent  years  in  ministering  to  the  sick 
and   whole    among    the    working  class 
population,  are  familiar  with  the  parent's 
frank  declaration.     "  I  have  not  made  an 
over  good  use  of  my  own  life.     I  wish  I 
had  my  school  days  over  again,  but  at 
least  I  do  want  my  boy,  niy  girl  to  get 
help  for  living  better  than  I  have  done." 
Yes,   my  Lords,  people    do    care  very 
much  about  religious  teaching,  not  merely 
in  the  vague  way  that   it  is  sometimes 
put,  that  the  children  of    a  Christian 
nation  ought  to  receive  a  Christian  up- 
bringing, but  as  something  definite  and 
real    which    they  believe  will    make  a 
difference  to  their  children's  lives.    Any 
policy  which    ousts    religious    teaching 
from  our  schools  is  a  policy,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  born  of  impatience  and  despair. 
They  are  ill-omened  parents,  and  their 
progeny    is    likely  to    be  noxious   and 
deformed. 


The  Lard  ArclMshop  of  Canterbury. 


But  to  return  to  the  endeavours  which 
the  last  fifty  years  have  seen  to  find  some 
solution  of  the  problem.  Of  course, 
before  1870,  the  difficulty  of  the  subject, 
though  real,  was  far  less  complex  than  it 
is  now.  The  mass  of  educational  supply 
throughout  the  country  was  purely 
voluntary.  The  very  first  grant  made 
by  Government  was  only  about  seventy 
years  ago,  and  was  absolutely  trifling 
in  amount.  Even  in  much  later  days 
the  proportion  of  voluntary  effort  to 
the  aid  that  came  from  the  State 
was  enormous,  the  State's  contribution 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


925       Educaiim  {Engkmd        {1  August  1906}  and  Walet)  BiU. 


926 


bong    for   many    years   comparatively 
trifling. 

But  in  1870  a  far-reaching  and  bene- 
ficent endeavour  was  made  to  enlarge  and 
strengthen  our  educational  system  as  a 
whole.  It  was  made  on  great  lines  by 
thoughtful  statesmen,  who  looked  at 
the  matter  all  round.  Three  men  were 
prominent  in  the  work — Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mr.  Forster,  and  the  noble  Marquess 
who  at  worthily  presides  over  the 
House  to-day,  and  who  was  then 
responsible  for  bringing  forward  that 
Bill  in  your  Lordships'  House.  I 
am  not  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  of  1870.  I  regard  it  as  a  really  great 
and  wise  conception,  and  I  am  glad  to 
think  that  on  that,  though  there  have 
been  strange  things  said  to  the  contrary 
in  some  quarters,  most  people  are  entirely 
agreed.  I  am  not  often  in  agreement 
on  this  particular  kind  of  subject  with  a 
very  prominent  man  in  English  life  to- 
day. Dr.  Clifford,  but  I  find  he  says — 

"[The  Act  of  1870]  U  the  tmeat  ideal  of  State 
edacation  for  its  yoang  citizens  which  the 
nation  has  yet  conoeivM,  and  the  most  just 
and  beneficent  legittation  Parliament  has 
framed  to  actualioe  it.  It  is  the  high  water- 
mark of  oar  cirilLsation.  It  is  the  si^  of  the 
dawn  of  a  new  educational  era  ;  1870  is  in  fact 
the  moat  fraitfol  year  of  the  19th  century." 

If  that  be  SO,  it  is  well  worth  our  while 
to  see  what  was  the  essential  character 
of  the  main  political  provision,  using  the 
expression  in  the  large  sense  of  the  word, 
wMch  belonged  to  that  piece  of  legislation. 
The  most  marked  feature  in  it,  that  which 
gave  rise  to  controversy  at  the  time,  but 
was  adhered  to  throughout  by  the  states- 
men who  were  in  charge  of  it,  was  that 
it  was  a  Bill  to  supplement  and  encour- 
age, not  to  supplant,  the  denominational 
system  of  the  country.  Again  and  again 
Mr.  Gladstone  warned  the  House  of 
Commons  not  to  belittle,  not  to  ignore, 
not  to  waste  what  he  called  our  noblest 
educational  asset,  that  which  came  from 
a  religious  impulse  and  reUgious  zeal.  I 
quote  some  words  of  his  from  the  debates 
of  1870— 

"As  Christianity,  since  it  came  into  the 
world,  has  given  a  new  character  to  secular 
philanthropy,  so  religions  zeal  has  created  in 
this  country  especially,  an  amount  of  anxiety 
never  belore  exhibited  for  the  promotion  of  a 
•ound  secular  education." 

And  again — 

"In  this  matter  of  education,  it  is  a  great 
mUtake  and  error,  in  oar  view,  to  think  that 


secular  education  given  by  a  State  machinery  is 
per  *e  better  and  more  valnable  than  the  same 
edacation  given  by  machinety  voluntary  in  its 
character.  Setting  aside  that  which  is  ab- 
stractedly desirable,  I  think  we  are  justified 
in  feeling  that  this  enormous  power  which 
exists  in  the  country  ought  to  be  turned  to 
account." 

And  if  any  one  doubts  that  that  was  not 
merely  an  element  in  the  Bill,  but  was 
the  very  backbone  of  the  policy  that 
was  then  taken  in  hand,  let  him  look,  not 
at  the  rhetorical  words  spoken  in  the 
debates  of  that  year,  but  at  what  was 
said  a  little  later  by  its  author, 
when  the  BiU  was  at  work  and 
people  had  had  time  to  see  and 
understand  its  provisions  and  their 
meaning.  Three  years  after  the  Bill 
was  passed,  and  when  its  character  could 
be  fairly  judged,  Mr.  Bright,  in  a  great 
speech  at  Birmingham,  denounced  the 
Education  Bill  passed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he,  though  somewhat  of  an 
invalid  at  the  time,  had  been  a  member. 
He  used  these  words — 

"  It  was  a  Bill  to  encourage  denominational 
education,  and,  where  that  was  impossible,  to 
establish  board  schools.  It  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  have  been  a  Bill  to  eataDltHh  board 
schools,  and  to  offer  inducements  to  those  who 
were  connected  with  danominstioDal  schools  to 
bring  them  under  the  control  of  the  school 
board." 

Thereupon  Mr.  Forster  reminded  Mr. 
Bright  that,  before  the  introduction  of  the 
Bill,  its  character  had  been  clearly  ex- 
plained to  all  the  Cabinet,  including 
Mr.  Bright.  He  enclosed  the  Memoran- 
dum then  circulated,  to  recall,  as  he 
said,  to  Mr.  Bright's  memory — 

"  that  it  is  in  fact  founded  on  that  principle 
to  which  you  now  object — namely,  that  our 
object  should  be  to  supplement  the  present 
voluntary  system  ;  to  enforce  compulsory 
school  provision,  if  and  where  necassary,  but 
not  otherwise ;  to  give  time,  after  educational 
destitution  is  proved,  for  bad  schools  to  be 
improved,  or  new  fchools  to  be  erected  under 
the  existing  voluntary  system." 

Mr.  Bright,  in  his  reply,  admits  that 
he  had  forgotten  the  Memorandum,  and, 
speaking  of  the  new  departure,  a&ya  — 

"  This  great  concession,  unexpected  and,  as 
I  think,  wholly  evil,  has  had  the  effect  of  fast- 
ening on  the  country  the  old  system." 

I  quote  those  words,  because  they 
show  how  everybody,  friend  and  foe 
alike,  realised  the  basis  and  character  of 
the  policy  adopted  and  established.  From 
first  to  last,  during  the  debates  there  ran 
a  similar    challenge  to    the  friends  of 
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denominational  schools  to  use  their 
opportunity  and,  on  the  strength  of  that 
Parliamentary  encouragement,  to  build 
new  schools  and  thus  to  strengthen  their 
systems.  It  is  quite  easy  to  quote  Mr. 
Gladstone  and  Mr.  Forster  to  that  efiect, 
but  I  should  prefer  to  quote,  in  his 
presence,  and  to  his  honour,  the  words 
of  the  noble  Marquess,  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal.  Speaking  in  this  House  on  its 
Second  Reading,  he  said — 

"  The  Bill  proposes  to  maintain  all  existing 
schools  at  present  in  receipt  of  Government 
aid  on  their  present  footing.  We  desire  that 
they  should  continue  and  extend,  and  need- 
lesMy  to  destroy  one  of  them  would  be  to  in- 
flict a  great  mischief." 

And,  again — 

"  In  considering  the  educational  wants  of  a 
school  district,  however,  we  distinctly  con- 
template the  taking  into  account  not  merely 
of  existing  schools,  but  of  those  which  arc 
about  to  be  supplied  bona  fdt  for  the  benefit 
of  the  district.  On  this  point  your  Lordships 
will  lead  Clause  8  in  connection  with  Clause 
10,  and  yon  will  see  that  the  friends  of  volun- 
tary education  in  each  district  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  supplying  within  a  reasonable 
(ime,  if  tbey  can,  the  deficient  edncation 
.  .  .  I  think  that  is  a  fair  and  ample 
warning  to  the  friends  of  voluntary  educa- 
tion ;  and,  considering  the  demands  of  the 
children  for  edncation,  a  fair  and  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  supplying  it  is  thus  afforded. 

\  Those  words  show  the  basis,  or  one 
of  the  bases,  upon  which  our  contention 
rests,  that  schools  built  by  voluntary 
contributions  during  the  years  which 
followed  1870  acquired  what  I  should  call 
an  absolute  claim,  as  a  mere  question 
of  fairness  and  honour,  not  to  have  their 
distinctive  character  taken  away  what- 
ever might  be  the  provision  made  for 
preserving  it — and  there  are  many  ways 
in  which  that  can  be  done — unless  the 
schools  can  be  shown,  what  it  is  not 
even  contended  or  attempted  to  show, 
to  have  wholly  failed  to  carry  on 
effectively  and  for  the  general  good  the 
work  which  they  undertook  to  do. 

Here  was  the  friendly  challenge  of 
the  Liberal  Government  of  the  day  to  the 
Church  and  other  denominations  to  take 
the  matter  in  hand  and  do  their  besl, 
and  what  was  the  response  ?  The  Church 
and  other  bodies,  to  use  a  colloquial  ex- 
pression, "  buckled  to,"  and  in  the  course 
of  the  years  which  followed  they  built  5,000 
new  schools  at  a  cost  of  some  £9,000,000, 
which  it  would  have  been  quite  easy  to 
throw    on    the   rates.     I    will    give    the 
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figures  more  exactly.  The  number  of 
Church  schools  under  inspection  was,  in 
1870,  about  6,900.  In  1889  it  wf.8 
about  11,800,  an  increase  of  4,900.  Or, 
if  you  expresi  it  in  terms  of  school 
places,  the  figures  in  1870  were  1,411,000, 
and  in  1889  2,621,000  school  places,  an 
increase  of  over  1,200,000  school  places 
as  the  result  of  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions which  had  been  raised  in  that  time. 
All  these  schools  were  built  in  answer  to 
the  challenge  of  the  noble  Marquess 
who  is  now  Lord  Privy  Seal.  At  the 
lowest  estimate  the  Church  of  England 
expended,  in  order  to  provide  these 
places,  nine  and  a  half  millions  of 
money,  quite  apart  from  the  Parliament- 
ary grants,  the  amount  of  which  was 
trifling  compared  with  the  rest.  But  in 
the  figures  I  give  that  amount  is  not 
reckoned  at  all. 

It  hr.s  been  very  courteously  and  very 
truly  said  to-night  by  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council  that  we  must  not  claim  all 
that  as  a  result  of  Church  enthusiasm ; 
that  a  very  large  simi  was  subscribed  to 
keep  out  school  boards,  with  their 
heavy  rates  and  that  some  of  it 
was  given  by  people  who  did  not 
care  a  straw  about  religious  education. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  in  a 
great  many  cases  large  sums  of  money 
were  given  by  trustees,  and  corpora- 
tions and  by  railway  companies  and 
by  other  bodies  which  did  not  profess 
to  look  at  the  religious  instruction  side  of 
the  question,  but  who  wanted  to  avert  a 
school  board  rate.  I  think  it  would  be 
most  deceptive  to  deny  that  there  has 
been  a  considerable  amount  of  money 
given  in  that  way  for  the  building  and 
maintenance  of  voluntary  schools,  but, 
when  you  have  deducted  all  the  money 
that  can  on  the  highest  estimate  be 
ascribed  to  such  an  origin,  there  remains 
a  vast  sum  which  nad  a  distinctly 
religious  origin  and  purpose.  It  was 
given  in  order  to  maintain  in  districts 
where  the  people  wanted  it  a  typo  of 
school  which  the  parents  knew  would 
give  that  personal  relationship  vhich 
springs  so  largely  from  voluntary  eflbrt, 
especially  when  that  voluntary  effort  is 
linked  in  with  other  kinds  of  work  going 
on  in  the  parish.  The  donors  knew 
further  that  their  gifts  would  secure  the 
real  type  of  religious  teaching  and 
religious  teacher  which  they    regarded 
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as  80  important  to  the  higLest  interests 
of  the  school  or  rather  of  the  children 
attendin/;  it. 

But  I  would  rather  stand  on  ground 
which  is  in  no  sense  open  to  that  challenge. 
Take  the  towns  in  which  rates  were  being 
levied  and  in  which  subscribers  to 
voluntary  schools  were  also  themselves 
paying  rates,  or  take  what  has  been  done 
in  the  counties  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1902,  which  rated  the  country  all 
round.  I  have  here  the  figures  for  three 
dioceses  taken  absolutely  at  random,  and 
I  find  that  since  "  the  appointed  day  " 
under  the  Act  of  1902  the  diocese  of 
Canterbury  has  spent  £50,000,  Oxford 
£57,000,  and  Winchester  £105,000  either 
01  the  building  of  new  schools  or  on 
the  enlargement  and  improvement  of 
existing  schools.  It  surely  is  almost 
impowible  to  say  that  these  schools 
can  be  taken  over  and  entirely 
transformed  in  their  character  without 
an  absolute  violation  of  the  whole 
traditions  of  EngUsh  public  security  and 
of  English  public  honour.  Perhaps  I 
should  plead  guilty  to  the  fact  that  I 
have  again  and  again  urged  such  con- 
tributions and  assured  the  donors  that 
their  gifts  were  quite  safe,  inasmuch 
as  no  Parliament  and  no  Government 
could  possibly  alienate  that  money,  given 
freely  within  the  last  few  years,  for  a 
purpose  which  every  Government  has 
encouraged  and  applauded. 

I  dare  say  I  shall  be  told  in  this  debate 
that  nobody  thinks  of  confiscating  and 
destroying  these  schools,  but  presently  I 
shall  show  your  Lordships  how,  if  this 
change  comes  about,  there  will  be  some- 
thing more  than  transformation — there 
will  be  an  absolute  end  of  any  true  pre- 
servation of  the  principles  for  which  this 
money  was  given  and  this  effort  made. 
I  beg  you  to  understand  clearly  that  I 
am  not  claiming  any  sacred  inviolability 
for  everything  contained  in  every  trust. 
I  do  not  object  to  modification  or  change 
in  these  matters  if  there  is  good  cause 
shown,  and  if  the  conditions  are  fair  ;  but 
if  it  means  a  bouleversement  of  what  has 
been  done  and  the  scattering  to  the  winds 
of  money  which  has  been  given,  and  if 
this  is  deliberately  done  in  order  to  bring 
about  ]U8t  those  conditions  which  were 
expressly  deprecated  by  the  donors  and 
which  it  was  hoped  would  be  averted  by 


that  money  being  given,  I  think  pause  is 
necessary  before  we  go  forward  in  a  course 
80  contrary  to  the  best  traditions  of 
English  honour. 

In  a  question  such  as  this,  it  is  some- 
times useful  to  leave  generalities  alone 
and  to  give  attention  to  some  concrete 
instance,  not  of  course  because  it  is 
unique,  but  because  it  is  a  specimen  of 
what  is  happening  in  greater  or  less 
degree  all  over  England. 

I  will  take  an  e.^ample  from  a  London 
parish  close  to  which  I  resided  when  I 
was  Bishop  of  Rochester.  I  refer  to 
the  parish  of  St.  John,  Kennington, 
which  contains  one  of  the  very  poorest 
bits  of  London,  one  of  those  regions 
which  are  marked  with  special  blackness  in 
Mr.  Charles  Booth's  statistical  maps.  In  or 
around  the  parish  there  are  several  very 
Urge  and  flourishing  board  schools,  to  whose 
excellence  I  am  glad  to  bear  warm  testi- 
mony,and  also  two  other  schools,  St.John's 
and  St.  Michael's,  one  attached  to  the 
parish  church  and  the  other  to  a  mission 
church.  What  has  the  building  of  those 
two  schools  cost  the  donors,  who,  please 
remember,  were  people  who  were  already 
being  heavily  rated  for  the  Board  Schools  1 
They  have  spent  on  St.  John's  site  and 
buildings,  £14,780,  and  have  just  inti- 
mated to  the  county  council  their  readi- 
ness to  spend  £1,200  more  to  make  good 
certain  deficiencies  pointed  out  by  the 
county  council,  provided  they  have  some 
security  against  the  alienation  of 
their  gifts.  They  have  in  addition 
to  the  £14,780,  also  spent  on  main- 
tenance £13,416.  On  St.  Michael's 
there  has  been  spent  £3,000  on 
buildings  and  £7,000  on  maintenance,  or, 
altogether  on  the  two  schools,  £38,196. 
Now  notice  please  that  all  this  has 
been  spent  by  people  who  have  been 
paying  School  Board  rates  all  the  while, 
spent  in  order  that  they  might  secure 
something  they  very  much  cared  for. 
What  is  going  to  happen  in  regard  to  these 
schools?  These  two  schools  are  immensely 
popular  and  have  excellent  Government 
Reports.  A  great  many  parents  in  that 
poor  region  desire  their  children  to  go  to 
them  rather  than  to  the  excellent  board 
schools  which  stand  close  by,  and  this  not 
perhaps  because  of  their  denominational 
teaching  so  much  as  because  of  their  whole 
tone,  character  and  spirit.  One  asks  won- 
deringly :  Who  are  the  aggrieved  people 
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if  these  schools  go  on  as  they  are  1  Every 
parent  has  a  board  school  at  hand  if  he 
prefers  it.  Why  is  he  to  be  debarred 
from  having  this  sort  of  school  if  he  likes 
it  better,  and  if  we  are  willing  and  able 
to  supply  iti  I  may  be  told  the 
four-fifths  clause  will  come  in  here  and 
virtually  enable  the  school  to  go  on  as  it 
is.  I  do  not  think  so,  and  I  will 
show  in  a  few  moments  what  will 
happen  if  this  measure  becomes  law. 
I  was  going  to  give  you  similar  details 
about  another  school — an  East  London 
school  this  time.  But  perhaps  I  should 
weary  you  by  a  repetition  of  such  details. 
If  any  one  will  inquire  for  himself  as  to 
the  schools  of  St.  John  at  Hackney,  re- 
built within  the  last  few  years  at  the  cost 
of  some  j£10,000,  he  will  learn  what  devo- 
tion and  self-sacrifice  can  do  in  a  cause 
for  which  people  really  care. 

Let  me  here  say  one  general  word. 
It  is  sometimes  claimed  that  a  change  has 
come  about  because  of  the  falling  off  of 
voluntary  subscriptions.  That  is  a  most 
fallacious  statement.  Whenever  you  hear 
that  subscriptions  have  fallen  off  it  is 
always  the  percentage  that  is  meant,  as 
compared  with  the  enormously  increased 
expenditure.  People  forget  that  the 
whole  cost  of  living  and  of  education  has 
increased  so  gigantically.  Instead  of  hav- 
ing fallen  ofi,  voluntary  subscriptions 
have  doubled.  In  1870  the  subscriptions 
for  the  maintenance  of  voluntary  schools 
were  only  £329,000 ;  they  rose  in  1880  to 
£587,000 ;  and  in  1901  they  had  risen  to 
£678,000.  And  yet  it  is  quite  true  that 
the  percentage  these  voluntary  subcrip- 
tions  bear  to  the  whole  cost  of  education 
works  out  at  a  good  deal  less  than  in 
1870,  because  the  cost  of  everything  has 
risen  so  normously.  What  the  Govern- 
ment have  to  show  in  order  to  justify 
the  Bill  on  that  score  is,  not  that  there  is 
a  falling  ofi  in  the  percentage  of  mcome 
from  voluntary  subcribers  as  compared 
with  the  whole  educational  expenditure, 
but  a  falling  ofi  in  the  interest  on  the 
part  of  subscribers  as  shown  by  smaller 
gifts.  This  is  abundantly  refuted  by  the 
figures  I  have  quoted. 

If  it  could  be  shown  that  the  schools 
had  ceased  to  be  really  efficient,  or  had 
ceased  to  invoke  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people  as  shown  by  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions, then  I  should  be  ready  to  say 
that  the  terms  on  which  the  money  was 
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promised  in  1870,  and  since  that  time, 
might  be  reconsidered.  But  neither  of 
these  things  is  true.  As  regards  the  higher 
grades  of  technical  efficiency  and  the 
winning  of  scholarships,  I  admit  that 
the  voluntary  schools  have  not  been  fully 
able  to  hold  their  own  against  the  great 
board  schools  of  the  towns.  But  when 
you  hear  that  comparison  drawn  to  the 
discredit  of  voluntary  schools  as  such 
always  look  at  something  else.  Look  at 
the  country  board  schools.  Think  of  the 
difference  between  the  country  and  the 
towns,  not  between  board  and  voluntary 
schools.  It  has  further  to  be  remembered 
that  in  towns  Church  schools  are  Lompered 
by  the  fact  that  their  buildings  arc  usually 
older  than  the  board  school  buildings, 
and  are  being  superseded  by  modern 
requirements.  But  ask  any  impartial 
Government  inspector  whether  the 
voluntary  schools  in  the  last  ten  years 
have  not  been  contributing  as  good  a 
type  of  citizen  to  the  country  as  the  board 
schools,  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  you 
will  not  find  an  inspector  to  tell  yon  to 
the  contrary. 

So  far,  then,  we  have  seen  the  origin, 
the  history,  and  the  present  position 
of  what  we  used  to  call  "voluntary" 
schools,  and  their  relation  to  the  Glovem- 
ment  challenge  of  1870. 

In  1901  the  difficulty  had  risen  to  a 
high  point,  owing,  as  I  have  said,  to  the 
increased  cost  of  educati(Hi,  a  cost 
which  private  resources  could  not  ade- 
quately meet,  although  the  contributions 
from  voluntary  sources  were  double 
what  they  had  been  a  few  years  aga 
I  hold  no  brief  for  the  solution  arrived 
at  in  the  following  year  as  completely 
satisfactory.  I  should  not  if  I  had  had 
the  power  have  passed  the  Bill  exactly 
in  the  form  in  which  it  became  law,  but 
at  least  it  was  in  my  judgement  an 
honest  and  vigorous  attempt  to  prevent 
all  the  voluntary  enthnsiam  and  self- 
sacrifice  from  being  in  vain  and  yet 
to  be  fair  all  round — ^to  give  more 
financial  support  from  public  sources  to 
the  schools,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
give  increased  popular  representation. 
That  was  what  was  attempted,  and  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  the  plan  has 
worked  admirably,  but  I  am  very  far 
from  sajdng  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary, especially  after  the  recent  election, 
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meet  difficulties  that  had  been  disooyerej 
or  had  arisen. 

That  was  the  situation  which  the 
present  Oovemment  had  to  meet.  I 
believe,  and  I  have  always  said,  that 
the  difficulties  they  had  to  face  were  very 
great,  especially  in  regard  to  the  single 
school  areas,  that  it  was  a  most  anxious 
aod  tr3ring  position,  and  that  I  did 
not  envy  those  on  whom  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  task  lay.  The  position  was 
difficult  enough,  and  it  was  enormously 
complicated  by  the  popular  cry,  and  the 
Pariiameataiy  pledges  lightly  given  by 
people  who,  as  it  now  becomes  abun- 
dantly plain,  did  not  reaUy  understand 
what  those  pledges  were  thought  to 
carry,  and  what  they  implied.  It  was  a 
great  opportunity  for  a  great  measure, 
and  I  am  myself  the  more  disappointed 
because  I  felt  intensely  sanguine  that  we 
were  going  to  have  a  great  measure 
dealing  with  the  question  on  a  large 
and  generous  scale.  I  should  like  to 
refer  your  Lordships  to  an  article  in 
the  Independent  Review  for  July  by 
Canon  James  Wilson,  once  headmaster 
of  Clifton — a  great  Liberal  and  a  great 
edocationist  who  has  thought  out  this 
problem  to  its  depth,  and  has  looked 
at  it  from  eveiy  point  of  view — on  what 
he  calls  the  Government's  lost  oppor- 
tanity. 

We  are  told  by  Lord  Crewe,  as  we 
have  been  told  by  many  others,  that 
the  nation  has  declared  in  favour 
of  complete  popular  control  and 
that  there  shall  be  no  sectarian 
tests,  and  I  go  a  very  long  way  with  that 
cry.  Popular  control  I  nave  never  de- 
precated ;  I  am  not  afraid  of  it  if  you 
leave  the  controlling  power  really  free; 
but  if  you  give  the  nominal  power  to  an 
authority  with  one  hand  tied,  if  you  give 
freedom  to  go  in  one  direction,  but  do 
not  allow  one  step  to  be  taken  in  the 
other — ^if  you  say  this  is  complete  con- 
tel,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  popular 
control  worthy  of  the  name.  Give 
c<nnplete  control  as  you  have  it  in  Scot- 
land, or  let  Parliament,  if  you  prefer  it, 
lay  down  detailed  conditions  after  full 
discussion  as  to  what  they  ore  to  be. 
But  do  not  let  us  say  there  is  complete 
pubKc  control  and  then  find  that  those 


one  side  and  allowed  full  liberty  on  the 
other. 

Then,  as  regards  tests,  I  have  no  wish 
that  a  teacher  should  be  imduly  res- 
tricted in  his  calling  by  denominational 
tests  provided  that  he  can  show  that  he 
is  duly  qualified  for  the  work  he  has  to 
undertake;,  but  with  all  respect  to 
teachers — and  there  is  no  class  of 
men  and  women  for  whom  I  have  a 
more  genuine  regard  —  I  would  re- 
mind teachers  that  they,  after  all, 
exist  for  the  schools,  and  not  the  sohools 
for  the  teachers. 

But  what  does  the  Bill  do  ?  It  takes 
14,000  existing  schools,  with  theii  trusts, 
and  demoUsbes,  not  the  mere  wording  of 
the  trusts,  but  the  very  essence  and  jitk 
of  them.  The  chaiaotecistios  that  make 
a  denominational  school  different  from 
others  are  abolished,  and  the  school 
is  handed  over  to  a  local  authority, 
which  may,  if  it  likes,  refuse  to  take 
it;  or,  if  it  does  take  it,  may 
practically  seoulsriaeit  save  for  some  two 
hours  in  the  week,  and  may  appoint 
teachers  who  are  unwilling  to  give,  or 
untrained  to  give,  religious  teaching; 
and  if  religious  teaching  is  given,  and 
the  teachers  are  willing  to  give  it, 
no  child  need  go  to  school  until  the 
religious  lesson  is  over.  A  burden 
of  temptation  is  by  this  means  laid 
on  the  poorest  homes  and  presses  there 
most  hardly ;  or  the  chiWren  may  come 
from  homes  in  which  parents  are  al- 
together careless,  and,  therefore,  of 
the  religious  teaching  of  those  children 
we  should  be  specially  carefuL  To 
say  to  these  parents  that  their  children 
need  not  attend  until  after  the  religious 
teaching  is  given  is  almost  to  put  a 
premium  in  certain  homes  upon  parents' 
neglect  or  parents'  eagerness  for  gain, 
and  it  will  do  quite  incalculable  harm 
to  the  interests  of  the  children. 

We  are  told  that  local  authorities  will 
not  on  any  large  scale  destroy  or  even 
impair  die  system  of  religions  teaching, 
but  are  we  quite  sure  that  that  can 
be  counted  upon  everywhere  ?  Of 
course,  no  man  will  allege  it  of  Eng- 
land as  a  whole.  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  say  that  local  authorities  in  the  main 
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will  try  to  act  fairly,  and  I  would  trust 
them  generally,  but  the  Bill  binds  them 
in  one  direction  to  allow  a  denomii  a- 
tional  teaching  and  leaves  them  free  in 
another  to  go  as  far  in  the  secular 
direction  as  they  like.  Again,  surely  our 
usual  and  reasonable  trust  of  the  local 
authority  is  qualified  by  the  facts 
disclosed  in  the  Return  which  has  been 
furnished  to  us  so  promptly  and  efficiently 
in  answer  to  my  request,  and  which 
I  brought  before  the  House  last 
week.  I  then  ventured  to  call  atten- 
tion not  only  to  a  large  number  of 
schools  where  there  is  no  inspection 
of  the  religious  teaching,  but  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  many  in  which, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  no  religious 
teaching  at  all  is  given.  I  quoted 
the  statistics  given,  and,  as  nothing 
is  so  u  eful  as  a  concrete  instance,  I 
mentioned  the  case  of  Huddersfield,  not, 
of  course,  for  any  special  reprobation, 
but  as  an  example  of  what  may  happen 
anywhere.  I  referred  to  the  words 
in  the  rules  of  the  Huddersfield  local 
authority — 

"  In  the  schools  provided  by  the  couDcil  no 
religious  teaching  shall  be  given," 

The  Regulation  goes  on  to  prescribe 
what  it  calls  "  religious  observances " 
which  may  last  for  fifteen  minutes  at 
most,  and  consist  of  a  hymn,  the  Lords' 
Prayer,  and  the  reading  by  the  principal 
teacher  of  some  verses  of  the  Bible  with- 
out note  or  comment.  Imagine  the  value 
of  that  form  of  "  instruction  "  given  to 
very  little  children !  Such  is  the 
system  followed  at  the  present  time 
in  Huddersfield.  Now  there  are  twenty- 
one  or  twenty-two  Church  schools  iu 
Huddersfield  in  which  I  suppose  there 
are  something  like  120  teachers,  at 
the  very  leost,  who  on  the  appointed 
day,  when  this  Bill  becomes  operative, 
will  be  absolutely  debarred  from  giv- 
ing, not  any  denominational  teaching, 
but  any  real  religious  teaching  at 
all.  If  I  am  wrong  the  noble  Earl 
will  correct  me.  As  I  read  the  Bill, 
it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the 
local  authority  of  Huddersfield,  which 
has  declared  plainly  its  opinion  that 
there  rught  to  be  no  religious  teaching 
but  only  religious  observances  such  as  I 
have  described. 

The  Lord  Arehliuhop  of  (JanterhHry. 


*The  Earl  of  CREWE :  May  I 
draw  the  most  rev.  Primate's  attention 
to  Sub-clause  5  in  Clause  2 — 

"  Nothing  in  thu  section  shall  prevent  the 
granting  or  requiring  of  facilities  for  special 
religions  instruction  in  accordance  with  tlii<i 
Act,  or  prevent  a  local  education  autlioiity, 
as  a  condition  of  an  arrangement  made  under 
this  section  with  respect  to  the  use  of  the 
schoolhonse  of  an  existing  voluntary  school, 
from  giving  an  undertaking  to  give  religionit 
instruction  which  does  not  conflict  with  sec- 
tion fouiteen  of  the  Elementary  Education 
Act,  1870,  in  the  school." 

If  the  most  rev.  Primat«  is  right  in 
thinking  the  teaching  now  given  in 
Huddersfield  is  not  religious  instruction 
then  some  other  instruction  suitable  to 
the  transferred  school  would  have  to  be 
given  there. 

♦The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of 
CANTERBURY:  I  can  only  say  this 
is  very  obscure.  All  schools  are  now 
to  become  provided  schools.  The  local 
authority  says  that  in  all  provided 
schools  there  shall  be  no  religious 
instruction  given.  I  shall  be  delighted 
to  hear  a  method  for  getting  out  of 
the  difficulty.  As  I  understand,  the  Bill, 
it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  local 
authority  to  say  it  will  not  take  over  a 
school,  or,  if  it  does  take  it  over,  to 
bring  it,  save  for  the  excepted  hours, 
under  its  own  regulations  aa  to  religious 
instruction. 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  When  the 
school  is  transferred,  the  transferring 
body  can  make  a  stipulation  for  two  days 
facilities  teaching  and  three  days  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching  if  they  choose. 

♦The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of 
CANTERBURY  :  I  am  glad  to  be  cor- 
rected, but,  even  at  the  best,  imagine 
what  will  be  the  feelings  of  teachers  who 
have  gone  on  year  after  year  under 
careful  guidance  giving  religious  teaching 
loyally  and  lovingly  when  ihey  find  them- 
selves transferred  to  the  control  of  an 
authority  which  lays  down  the  principle 
that  in  its  opinion  no  religious  teaching 
ought  to  be  given.  The  noble  Earl 
told  us  that  Liberal  Members  returned 
at  the  recent  election  would  have 
been  escorted  out  of  the  constituencies 
had  they  declared  against  public  control, 
but  if  it  had  been  made  clear  that  the 
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vague  phrase  "  public  control "  was  to 
mean  the  imposition  of  this  cruel  rule 
upon  a  great  body  of  eager  religious 
teachers,  I  cannot  help  tbinlung  that  such 
candidate  as  the  noble  E)arl  refers  to 
would  have  found  his  chances  of  success 
very  seriously  aflFected. 

Then  I  take  the  question  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  teachers.  In  all  schools, 
including  those  with  the  four-fifths 
facilities  as  they  are  called,  the  appoint- 
ment of  teachers  is  to  rest  wholly  with 
the  local  authorities.  I  called  attention 
the  other  day  to  the  case  of  tho  local 
authority  who  placed  at  tho  head  of 
a  pupil  teacher  centre — tho  school  where 
young  teachers  are  prepared  for  their 
duties — a  m-ui  who  was  writing  to  tho 
papers  condemning  as  among  baseless 
myths  taught  to  defenceless  children 
the  story  of  the  Resurrection  of 
OUT  Lord.  This  was  the  man  chosen 
by  the  local  authority  to  teach  in  a  higher 
grade  school,  and  to  control  the  pupil 
teachers  who  come  both  from  Church 
schools  and  council  schools,  and,  such 
being  the  view  of  its  duty  adopted  by  the 
local  authority,  there  is  obviously  nothing 
in  the  Bill  to  prevent  such  a  man  being 
phtced  at  the  head  of  a  great  Church 
school. 

You  may  tell  me  that  such  action  on 
the  part  of  the  local  authority  is  not 
likely,  but  if  we  are  half-way  in  the 
direction  of  that  possibility,  surely  we 
ought  to  look  at  these  provisions  with 
a  view  to  their  alteration.  What  we  ask 
is  not  that  a  new  religious  responsibility 
should  be  imposed  on  a  local  authority, 
but  you  ask  us  to  transfer  to  such  an 
authority  the  schools  in  which  the 
religious  teaching  is  an  essential  part  of 
our  system,  is  definite  in  its  character,  is 
carefully  inspected  and  controlled,  and 
is  given  only  by  trained  and  competent 
men  and  women.  This  is  the  condition 
now  of  the  schools  which  are  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  local  authorities  who  may 
prescribe,  to  quote  their  own  words, 
that  "no  religious  instruction  shall  be 
given."  If  that  is  untrue  or  unfair,  I 
should  honestly  like  to  have  it  corrected. 

I  do  ask  your  Lordships  to  believe 
that  this  is  not  a  matter  about 
which  we  feel  lightly  as  a  mere 
question  of  social  or  political  controversy. 
We  feel  that  it  is  something  that  goes 
far  deeper.    We  are  dealing  with  what 


concerns  the  immortal  interests  of  these 
children,  and  we  feel  responsible,  in  the 
highest  and  most  sicred  sense,  for  safe- 
guarding these  interests.  It  is  with  that 
thought  in  my  mind  that  I  want  to  make 
this  no  question  of  rhetoric,  in  a  Parlia- 
mentary sense,  but  to  speak  in  words 
of  sober  earnestness.  If  I  am  right,  if 
it  ij  really  possible  that  the.°e  things  can 
come  about,  surely  it  is  childish  to  tell  us 
"  Yes,  they  can  do  all  that  if  they  like  ; 
but  Mr.  Birrell  hopes  they  won't." 

Does  the  security  come  to  anything 
else  ?  And  is  that  the  answer  we  are 
to  be  satisfied  with  when  we  are  invited 
to  bring  about  the  sweeping  change  i 
required  by  the  Bill  1  If  that  is  the  true 
answer,  let  us  have  it  in  black  and  white, 
and  let  people  ponder  about  it  in  the 
recess. 

The  time  has  not  come  yet  for  our 
formulating  Amendments  to  the  Bill ; 
but  you  will  have  seen  the  kind  of  direc- 
tion in  which  my  own  desires  would  tend. 
I  th^nk  I  can  sjty  without  egotism  or 
affectation  that  there  has  been  no  man 
who  has  striven  more  earnestly  than  I 
have  to  bring  about  some  reasonable 
rapprochemerU  in  this  particular  matter  ; 
and  therefore  I  do  not  speak  as 
a  heated,  narrow  partisan.  I  claim 
not  to  be  so,  but  to  be  dealing 
with  interests  t(M>  large  and  too  sacred 
to  make  it  cas/  f  >r  u<  to  bring  them  into 
the  arena  of  political  controversy  at  all. 

What  I  desire  to  see  done  in  this  Bill 
involves  changes  which  are  pretty  far- 
reaching.  We  ought  to  endorse,  in  my 
view,  the  wish  of  the  English  people  by 
saying  that  there  shall  in  all  schools  be 
religious  teaching  within  the  school  hours, 
subject  of  course,  to  the  most  ample 
conscience  clause  arrangements  both  for 
teachers  and  for  taught ;  and  I  say  that 
especially  in  the  interests  of  the  poorest, 
weakest,  and  most  oppressed  of  our  little 
children.  The  religious  teaching  must 
be  given  by  men  and  women  who 
mean  what  they  say.  Then  I  say  that 
definite  religious  teaching  must  be 
accessible  to  those  children  whose 
parents  dejire  them  to  have  it,  sub- 
ject to  such  reasonable  limitations 
or  restrictions  as  the  authority  may  Uy 
down.  If  you  prevent  thid  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  your  theory  of  uniformity 
is  a  mockery  and  a  snare.    Then  I  should 
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wish  *to  make  it  clear  that  the  teaoheis 
who  have  spent  some  of  the  best  years  of 
their  lives  in  thoughtfully  and  rev- 
erently acquiring  the  capacity  of  doing 
that  very  difficult  thing — giving 
definite  re^ious  teaching — shall  not  be 
silenced  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  when 
they  are  eager  to  go  on  doing  that  work. 
It  is  simply  impossible  to  overstate 
what  England  owes  at  this  moment  to  our 
Church  school  teachers,  both  men  and 
women.  Hundreds  of  them  have  sacri- 
ficed the  possibility,  and  in  many  cases 
the  certainty,  of  better  emolument  else- 
where in  order  that  they  night  go  on 
giving  the  particular  sort  of  teaching 
which  they  feel  to  be  so  important  to  the 
whole  life  of  these  Ghildren.  Are  you 
going  to  bid  them  stand  idly,  wistfully, 
by  while  others — amateurs,  except 
the  clergy,  who  can  only  deal  with 
a  handful  in  a  large  school — take 
the  place  of  the  men  and  women  who 
have  thus  trained  themselves  by  prayerful 
thought  and  endeavour  for  the  task  they 
love  ?  I  believe  that  proposal  to  be  as 
cruel  to  the  teacher  as  it  would  be  unfair 
to  the  taught.  Why  should  that  be 
the  one  subject  of  human  study  which 
is  to  be  taught  by  untrained  teachers, 
and  so  taught  because  you  sUence  the 
trained  teachers  who  want  to  teach  it  t 
I  believe  that  to  be  something  which  the 
countiT  has  never  tmderstood  and  never 
desired,  and  that  such  a  rule  can  never 
be  allowed  to  find  a  place  in  our  system. 
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Then,  the  principle  after  which  Clause 
4  seems  to  struggle  requires  quite  cer- 
tainly to  be  enlarged  and  strengthened. 
I  think  you  may  feel  that  I  have  forgotten 
Clause  4  in  what  I  said  for  example  about 
the  Kennington  and  the  Huddersfield 
schools.  Not  at  all.  I  believe  that  in  most 
cases  Clause  4  as  it  stands  would  be  quite 
inapplicable  to  such  schools.  I  have 
got  statistics  from  that  school  in  Kenning- 
ton showing  how  many  of  the  scholars  go 
to  Church  Simday  schools,  how  many 
to  otl^r  Sunday  schools,  and  how  many 
nowhere ;  and  the  number  who  go  to 
other  Simday  schools  or  nowhere  is 
a  very  large  number  indeed.  No  endea- 
vour is  made  to  proselytise,  but 
every  endeavour  to  prevent  the  children 
going  nowhere.  The  fact  that  so  many 
non-Church  parents  choose  this  school 
would  of  itself  probably  operate  to 
The  Lord  Archhiihop  of  Canterbury. 


prevent  the  four-fifths  majority  asking 
for  definite  religious  instruction  of  a 
particular  kind,  even  if,  in  ro  poor  a 
district,  you  could  get  them  to  the  poll. 
Parents  might  not  honestly  see  their  way, 
while  a  child  was  going  to  a  Wesleyan 
or  other  Sunday  school,  to  say  they 
wanted  such  special  facilities.  Some,  no 
doubt,  were  sent  to  the  Church  day 
school  with  a  strong  denominational 
wish  on  the  part  of  their  parents ;  others 
not  for  that,  but  because  ^e  parents  liked 
the  character  and  tone  and  management 
of  the  school.  They  might  feel  that 
although  the  denominational  teaching 
was  not  precisely  what  they  would 
have  selected  for  themselves,  the  tone 
and  character,  the  spirit  of  the  school, 
and  the  type  of  the  teacher,  resident 
always  amone  them  and  known  to  them 
all,  was  such  as  they  were  eager  for. 
Are  you  then  going  to  enact  that  such,  a 
school  is  not  to  come  under  the  facilities 
of  the  four-fifths  clause  because  a  con- 
scientious parent,  greatly  as  he  or  she 
approves  the  school,  could  not  base  the 
claim  on  purely  denominational  lines  i 
Then  my  last  point,  which  I  feel  to  be  a 
most  important  one,  b  that  those  who 
have  directly  to  do  with  the  school  and  its 
life  must  have  some  voice  given  to  them 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  appointment 
of  the  teacher.  It  is  only  in  that  way  that 
we  can  possibly  stimulate  and  maintain  a 
local  interest  in  the  schools.  When  the  real 
Bill  was  introduced  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  laid  great  stress, 
rightly  and  well,  on  the  danger  of  bureau- 
cracy in  this  matter — on  the  danger  that 
the  management  and  control  of  the  schools 
should  get  into  the  hands  of  clerks  in 
county  council  offices.  That  is  exactly 
what  you  are  bringing  about  by  taking 
away  from  those  who  have  knowledge  of 
the  schoob  any  say  in  the  appointment 
of  the  teacher. 

See  what  b  happening  now  in  the 
boroughs  of  London.  There  are  boroughs 
of  London  to-day  which  under  the  nev 
system,  for  which  I  hold  no  brief  and  have 
no  responsibility,  have  airily  swept  away 
the  old  bodies  of  local  managers  on  the 
ground  perhaps  that  they  want  no  clergy, 
or  that  they  will  do  the  management 
themselves.  The  teachers  are  beginning 
to  come  piteously  to  the  former  managers 
and  to  say,  *'  No  manager  comes  near  us 
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at  sD."  The  ohange  to  bureaueraej  has 
already  taken  place.  You  may  fairly  say 
that  it  is  not  what  the  present  Govern- 
ment ever  wanted  or  enacted.  It  is 
due  to  their  predecessors.  I  entirely 
agree.  But  when  you  are  mending 
matters,  will  you  not  mend  that  ?  What 
I  dread  in  that  bureaucratic  system  is  the 
one-man  rule  of  the  clerk  or  other  official 
of  the  county  or  borough  authority. 
Nothing  can  be  worse  educationally  or 
worse  for  the  teachers,  or  worse  for  the 
local  spirit  in  the  school.  We  all  know  the 
lurid  pictures  that  used  to  be  painted 
of  the  one-man  rule  of  the  high-handed 
autocratic  priest  or  parson  in  the  rural 
area  who  pushed  everybody  aside,  and,  bo 
to  speak,  "ran"  the  schocd  himself.  I 
appeal  to  those  who  know  the  country 
districts  whether  the  true  picture  was 
not  ordinarily  more  like  this  — 
tiiat  there  was  one  man  who  cared 
a  Uttle  about  the  education  of  the  chil- 
dren, and  where  the  squire  was  non-resi- 
dent^  and  the  farmers  were  hostile  to 
education,  and  the  labourers  were  apa- 
thetic and  indifferent,  was  slaving 
day  by  day  at  the  work  which  no- 
body else  would  do  and  who  to  his  great 
disappointment  and  regret  had  to  carry 
as  one  man  the  burden  which  ought  to 
be  shared  by  many.  Many  a  time  I 
have  come  away  from  the  house  of  such 
a  man  saddened  with  the  knowledge 
that  he  was  labouring  unaided  against 
heavy  odds,  and  that  in  some  instances  he 
had  thought  it  right  to  sacrifice  even  the 
higher  education  of  his  own  children  for 
the  sake  of  promoting  the  life  of  his 
elementary  school,  and  making  good  its 
financial  Iobs.  In  such  hours,  and  with 
such  object  lessons,  one  has  many  a  time 
recalled  the  proverb  that  "  the  world 
knows  nothing  of  its  greatest  men." 

My  Lords,  I  have  said  my  say. 
The  juncture  at  which  we  stand  is  a 
grave  and  critical  one  in  our  national 
fife,  and  especially  in  the  story  of  English 
education.  The  measure  before  us  has 
passed  through  the  House  of  Commons 
under  the  pressure  of  exigencies,  partly 
st  least  not  of  an  educational  kind.  In 
the  circumstances  of  our  modem  political 
life  such  incidents  must,  I  suppose,  take 
phice  at  times,  whatever  political  Party 
is  in  power.  The  greater,  then,  the 
burden  of  responsibility  which  rests  upon 
this  House.  If,  as  I  hope  will  be  the  case, 
you  this  week  read  this  Bill  a   second 
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time  without  a  division,  it  is  not  because 
we  are  accepting  it,  even  in  outline,  as  a 
satisfactory  measure  in  its  present  form. 
Let  no  man  who  wishes  to  speak  of  this 
matter  honestly  say  hereafter  that  we 
have  done  so.  For  myself  I  only  assent  to 
its  Second  Reading  because  I  consider  that 
when  a  Bill  comes  to  us  from  the  House 
of  Commons  under  such  auspices  as  these 
that  House  is  entitled  to  ask  that  we 
should  weigh  with  scrupulous  care  the 
several  provisions  it  contains,  and  dis- 
cuss them  with  a  calm  deliberation  which 
circumstances  rendered  impossible  else- 
where. 

Not  with  any  sanction  of  mine,  nor, 
I  am  sure,  with  the  concurrence  of  those 
who  sit  on  the  episcopal  benches,  shall 
this  Bill  become  law  as  it  now  stands. 
I  ask  for  its  large  amendment  in  the  in- 
terest of  what  is  j  ust  and  reverent  and  true. 
I  do  not  ask  it  in  the  interests  of  any 
political  Party,  for  I  have  none  to  serve. 
I  askit^in  the  interest — the  highest  and 
most  sacred  interest — of  the  little  children 
of  England.  Though  I  bring  no  accusa- 
tion against  the  authors  of  the  Bill — fori 
accept  frankly  their  assurance  that  they 
had  no  such  intent — I  do  in  my  heart 
believe  that  these  clauses  as  they  stand 
imperil  the  religious  upbringing-^in  the 
largest  sense  of  the  word,  the  religious 
upbringing — of  tiie  little  children  in  our 
schools,  imperil,  that  is,  the  most  precious 
asset  in  their  lives. 

I  feel  certain  of  being  able  to  show 
this  in  detail  when  we  come  to  the  Com- 
mittee stage.  Everything,  yes,  every- 
thing for  England's  well-bemg  depends 
upon  what  these  children's  lives  are  going 
to  be  like ;  and  that  will  depend  in  a 
large  measure  upon  the  chance  you 
secure  for  them  in  their  earliest  days. 
As  the  Bill  now  stands  there  is  no  guar- 
antee for  the  daily  teaching  of  the  elements 
of  Christianity  in  our  schools.  If  the 
teaching  is  ofiered  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  it  will  be  taught  by  qualified  men 
and  women.  If  it  is  so  taught  there  is 
no  guarantee  that  the  children  who,  from 
the  character  of  their  homes  and  the 
ciroomstances  of  their  lives,  need  it 
most,  will  ever  attend. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  these  clauses 
must  be  amended  if  the  Bill  is  with  our 
consent  to  become  law.  Fail  to  amend 
them,  and  in  the  years  to  come  you  will 
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bear,  I  am  certain,  two  loud  voices  of 
reproach.  One  will  be  the  voice  of  those 
who,  in  the  confident  belief  that  this 
Hi)U8e  would  review  the  whole,  have  voted 
almost  lightly,  or  else  under  conditions 
of  high  pressure,  for  clauses  whose  full 
efiect  they  have  never  adequately  weighed, 
The  other  voice  of  reproach  will  come 
from  those,  Churchmen  and  Noncon- 
formists alike,  who  have  known  in  some 
town  or  country  village  the  school  life 
of  to-day  and  can  compare  and  contrast 
it  with  the  life  which,  under  the  new 
conditions,  will  have  supplanted  it.  When 
they  awake  to  these  facts  they  will  feel — 
if  you  have  left  this  Bill  alone — that  the 
answerableness  for  the  disastrous  change 
has  been  in  large  part  yours.  It  is  with 
those  limitations  and  on  those  conditions 
only  that  I  hope  the  House  will  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time. 

Lord  GLANTAWE  :  My  Lords,  as 
this  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  addressing  your  Lotdships' 
House  it  may  be  thought  a  great  pre- 
sumption on  my  part  to  rise  immediately 
after  the  most  rev.  Prelate  who  has  so 
ably  put  his  case  before  your  Lordships. 
No  one  appreciates  more  fully  than  I  do 
the  ability  with  which  the  most  rev. 
Prelate  has  put  forward  the  case  of  the 
Church,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
religious  aspect  of  this  Bill.  I  have 
taken  a  very  active  part  in  the 
religious  education  of  the  country  for 
a  great  many  years.  I  remember  that 
when  the  Act  of  1870  was  discussed  in 
the  country  the  same  controversies 
raged,  and  the  same  arguments  were  used 
very  largely  as  are  being  used  to-day 
with  regard  to  the  present  reli^ous 
difficulties.  I  well  remember  how  the 
country  was  moved  in  regard  to  Clause 
25  of  Mr.  Porster's  Bill,  and  the  great 
excitement  which  it  aroused ;  and  at  the 
great  meeting  which  took  place  in  Man- 
chester in  1872  I  was  one  of  the  two  dele- 
gates sent  from  Swansea  to  represent  the 
Nonconformist  views  upon  the  religious 
question  of  that  time.  It  is  sad  to  think 
that  religion  should  be  the  bone  of 
contention  in  almost  every  question  that 
has  to  do  with  education,  seeine;  that 
leligion  is  intended  to  teach  us  to  be  for- 
bearing one  to  another,  to  bear  good  will 
one  towards  another,  to  love  one  another, 
to  endeavour  to  assist  one  another,  not 
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only  in  educational  matters  but  in  all  the 
affairs  of  life. 

The  general  character  of  the  Bill 
Was  very  ably  put  before  your  Lord- 
ships by  the  noble  Earl  who  moved 
the  Second  Reading ;  consequently  it  will 
be  unnecessary  for  me  and  other  speakers 
to  refer  to  the  Bill  clause  by  clause.  I 
do  not  think  that  this  Bill  would  have 
been  brought  forward  by  the  Government 
now  in  power  but  for  the  unsatisfactory 
nature  of  the  Act  of  1902.  That  .\ct 
changed  the  whole  position  in  regard  to 
religious  teaching,  and  altered  the  whole 
of  the  law  in  regard  to  education,  espe- 
cially in  its  financial  provisions.  The 
Act  of  1902  was  very  unfavourably  re- 
ceived, especially  in  Wales,  where  Non- 
conformity is  excaptionally  strong.  It  has 
been  most  difficult  of  application,  and 
there  are  many  places  in  South  Wales 
where  it  has  never  been  adopted  and  could 
not  be  enforced.  It  was  offensive  to  a  very 
large  section  of  the  community  in  that  it 
gave  the  Church  undue  influence.  It  ia 
all  very  well  to  say,  from  the  Church  point 
of  view,  that  the  object  was  to  bring  up 
the  children  in  what  is  called  the  true 
religion.  But  the  phrase  "  true  religion  " 
is  a  very  difficult  one  to  define.  Those 
who  are  of  a  religious  turn  of  mind 
generally  beUeve  that  the  religion  of  the 
particular  sect  to  which  they  belong 
is  the  true  religion.  In  Wales,  where 
Nonconformists  are  very  strong  and 
powerful,  although  they  may  not  be  united 
except  on  one  particular  point — and  that 
is  in  regard  to  the  question  of  enforcing 
a  particular  kind  of  religion  upon  the 
children  in  the  Principality  or  in  the 
United  Kingdom  —  they  have  a  very 
strong  objection  to,  and  oppose  the  adop- 
tion of,  any  kind  of  religious  dogma. 

Many  references  have  been  made  to  the 
Cowper-Temple  clause,  and  it  has  fre- 
quently been  referred  to  in  very  deprecia- 
tory language.  I  would  say,  however,  that 
no  safer  or  sounder  religion  could  poeably 
be  taught  to  a  child  than  that  which  is 
given  under  the  Cowper-Temple  clause. 
The  most  rev.  Prelate  a  few  daj^s  ago 
referred  to  two  particular  counties  in 
Wales  where  no  religious  instruction  of 
any  kind  was  given — Cardigan  and 
Carmarthen.  I  would  point  out,  how- 
ever, that  Cardigan,  although  it  has  not 
put  forward  any  formulary  to  be  followed 
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throughout  the  county,  is  well  known  but  that  could  have  been  remedied  by 
throaghout  Walea,  if  not  throughout  the  several  boards  being  united  together 
greater  part  of  England,  as  being  one  and  forming  one  school  board  for  tiie 
of  the  most  religious  districts  in  South  enlarged  area.  In  London,  for  instance, 
Wales.  More  professional  men,  and  ,  the  school  board  which  was  doing  saoh 
more  ministers  of  religion  of  different  excellent  work  was  done  away  with,  and 
denominations,  including  a  large  number  its  duties  allocated  to  that  overworked 
«f  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,  j  body  the  London  County  Coimcil — a  step 
have  come  from  Cardiganshire  than  very  much  to  be  regretted.  Then  in 
pahaps  from  any  other  county  in  the  regard  to  higher  education,  although 
Principality,  In  that  county  there  are  Wales  has  been  backward  in  elementary 
two  colleges  of  high  repute.  One  \a  :  education  it  has  taken  a  lead  in  regard  to 
st  Aberystwith,  which,  through  the  ,  higher  grade  schools,  and  it  has  reason  to 
liberality  of  Welsh  gentlemen  of  wealth   to  be  proud  of  the  position  it  has  taken 


and  position,  is  to-day  endowed  almost 
as  well  as  any  college  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Aberystwith  has  turned  out 
exoellent  scholars.  Then  we  have 
Lampeter,  at  which  college  a  right  rev. 
Prelate  who  sits  in  this  House,  and 
who  enjoys  the  respect  of  every  person 


in  that  respect.  In  Swansea  higher  grade 
schools  were  started  very  early,  and  I 
was  one  of  the  half-dozen  people  to  whom 
was  entrusted  the  duty  of  formulating 
a  code  to  be  adopted  in  such  schools. 

In  regard  to  the  Bill  now  before  your 


in  South  Wales  who  has  the  privilege  of  Lordships,  I  Would  say  that  I  am  gener- 
his  acquaintance,  distinguished  himself,  i  ally  in  favour  of  it.  I  am  well  aware  that 
I  am  one  of  his  admirers,  though  we  i  broad  as  it  is,  and  strong  as  is  the  desire 
difier  upon  this  question  of  the  religious  |  of  the  Government  to  meet  the  wishes  of 


education  which  our  Church  friends 
desire  to  see  adopted  in  elementary 
sehoob. 

Wales  has  always  been  noted  for 
its  education.  Swansea  was  the  second 
town  to  adopt  the  Act  of  1870.  I 
happened  to  be  Mayor  of  Swansea  at 
the  time,  and  I  was  so  impressed  with 
the  necessity  for  general  education  of  an 
^mentary  kind  which  should  be  within 
the  reach  of  all  classes  that  I  gave  that 
Bill,  with  the  exception  of  one  point,  my 
(heartiest  support.  The  only  thing  that 
I  regretted  in  regard  to  that  Bill  was 
that  those  who  had  the  management — 
the  school  boards— in  many  cases  were 
rather  extravagant  in  their  notions,  and 
in  many  places  erected  schools  which 
were  unnecessary  or  of  a  needlessly  costly 
i-haracter.  But.  experience  taught  the 
school  boards.  It  took  some  time  to 
get  them  well  into  th^  work,  but  when 
they  were  beginning  to  understand  thar 
work,  and  to  apply  themselves  to  the 
carrying  out  of  education  in  the  most 
economical  way,  the  Act  of  1902  was 
passed,  which  practicaUy  did  away  with 
every  school  board  in  th«  country.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  all  the  school 
boards  did  their  work  in  the  best  pos- 
sible way ;  possibly  there  were  too  many  of 
•them,  especially  in  the  country  districts, 

VOL.  CLXn.  [Fourth  Sshibs.] 


every  grade  and  section  of  the  people,  the 
question  is  a  very  difficult  one,  but  they 
have  done  their  utmost  to  settle  it  once 
for  all  on  the  best  basis  possible.  Clause  4 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  controversial 
and  debatable  sections  in  the  Bill.  I  am 
quite  in  favour  of  the  clause  as  now 
amended,  and  strongly  support  the  re- 
tention of  the  word  "  may "  as  against 
"  shall,"  because  I  beUeve  it  would  be 
very  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion throughout  the  country  if  the  clause 
were  made  mandatory.  I  believe  the 
Government  have  done  wisely  in  regard 
to  the  Amendments  they  have  introduced, 
because  it  it  comes  to  a  fight  there  is  no 
doubt  at  all  that  the  local  authority, 
supported  by  local  opinion,  can  best 
exercise  the  necessary  control.  We  have 
had  a  very  fair  example  of  that  in  South 
Wales,  and  I  think  the  Government 
have  acted  very  wisely  in  providing  a 
safety  valve  in  order  to  avoid  any  dead- 
lock. It  is  well  known  that  when  the 
Act  of  1902  was  being  enforced,  especially 
in  some  parts  of  Wales,  the  local  authority 
clearly  beat  Sir  William  Anson  and  all 
the  forces  which  he  had  behind  him.  I 
will  not  detein  your  Lordships  longer, 
but  would  beg  to  thank  you  sincerely 
for  having  listened  to  me  so  patiently. 
I  shall  give  this  Bill  my  hearty  support. 
2  I 
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*Thb  Marqobss   of  HUNTLY  :  My 
Lords,     haying    been    connected    with 
educational  mattera  in  my  county  since 
the  Local  Grovemment  Act  was  passed, 
for   a    long   time   as   Chairman   of   the 
Technical    Education    Committee,    and, 
since    the    Education    Act    of    1902,    as 
Chairman  of  the  Education  Committee, 
I  should  not  like  to  allow  this  measure 
to  be  brought  forward  without  saying 
a  few  words  upon  it.    I  presume  that 
the  Bill  is  brought  in   to  remove   the 
religious  difficulty  rather  than  to  deal 
largely  with  educational  matters,  because 
it  really  deals  only  with  the  very  fringe 
of  matters  which  aSect  the  well-being  of 
education.    The    Bill    deals    with    the 
religious    difficulty,    but    I    can    assure 
your   Lordships   that   as   far   as   I   am 
concerned,  although  I  live  in  a  county 
which  has  as  large  a  proportion  of  Non- 
conformists as  almost  any  other  county  in 
England  —  namely,  Huntingdonshire  —  I 
have  never  felt  the  religious  difficulty, 
either  in  the  schools  in  the  county  or  on 
the    Committee.      Nearly    half    of    the 
Committee  over  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  preside  is  composed  of  Nonconfoi  mists 
who   work   side  by  side  with    Church- 
men in  the  most  harmonious  way.    We 
have  never  had  the  slightest  difference 
or    difficulty    on    religious    grounds    in 
dealing    with    any    matter     which    has 
come   before    us.      The    curious    thing 
is  that  after  the   passing    of    the    Act 
of  1902,  when  one  would  have  thought 
the  religious  difficulty  would  have  been 
brought  foiward,  and  when  the  voters 
could    have    elected    men    to   represent 
them   if  there   was   any  such  difficulty 
as  has  been  alleged,  there  was  no  contest 
throughout  the  county  connected  with 
the    religious    question    at   the    county 
council    elections.     I    might    give    one 
other    illustration    to    show    how   har- 
moniously we  have  worked.    Only  the 
other   day   we  had   a   meeting   of  our 
Committee  to  consider  this  Bill,  and  we 
agreed  that  the  clauses  connected  with 
the    religious    question    should    not    be 
discussed,  the  only  clauses  considered  by 
us  being  the  administrative  and  financial 
clauses  of  the  Bill. 

As  I  say,  this  Bill  is  intended  to  deal 
with  the  religious  difficulty.  But  what 
was  the  motive  power  that  produced  the 
religious  difficulty  ?     There  was  rampant 
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throughout  the  country  at  the  late  electioDi 
the  militant  political  Nonconformist.  IC 
was  he  who  worked  tlie  late  gmeral 
election,  and  this  measure  is  really  to  carry 
out  the  proposals  of  the  militant  Noncon- 
formist as  opposed  to  the  opinicniB- 
and  feelings  of  the  great  mass  of 
Nonconfonnists  throughout  the  coimtiT. 
Many  of  the  leading  Nonconformista  m 
my  county  with  whom  I  have  spoken 
on  the  matter  consider  the  Bill  to  be  unfair 
to  the  Church  in  several  of  its  provisions. 
The  noble  Earl  who  moved  the- 
Second  Beading  said  that  the  man 
who  paid  the  piper  should  call  th» 
tune.  I  agree  with  him.  He  alluded 
to  a  Motion  which  I  made,  and  to  eom» 
statistics  which  I  have  had  prepared, 
showing  what  will  be  the  cost  of  ihi» 
measure  if  it  passes  in  its  present  form. 
I  gathered  from  him  that  I  need  not 
deal  with  the  financial  question,  as  a  Bill 
would  be  brought  in  later  on  to  deal 
with  that  aspect  of  the  matter,  and  with 
the  present  grants  given  for  education^ 
purposes.  My  object,  however,  is  not 
to  deal  with  the  &iancial  situation  as  it 
exists,  but  to  show  that  in  the  estimate- 
setting  foith  that  the  £1,000,000  to- 
be  granted  under  this  Bill  will  provide- 
fcr  all  that  is  required,  a  great  mistak» 
will|have  been  made. 

But  before  I  consider  the  cost  of 
voluntary  schools,  I  would  allude  t» 
the  speech  made  on  the  introduction  of 
the  measure  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
It  was  there  said,  and  the  statement 
was  loudly  acclaimed,  that  many  of  the 
voluntary  schools  were  in  a  bad  con- 
dition. I  believe  the  phrase  used  was  that 
there  were  some  good,,  some  indifferent, 
some  bad,  and  some  very  bad,  and  that 
the  latter  would  not  be  taken  over  by 
the  local  authority.  Rent  was  to  be  paid 
for  the  good  schools ;  the  bad,  or  very 
bad,  schools  would  not  be  taken  over;  andl 
other  schools  would  have  to  be  built. 
That  is  clearly  foreshadowed  in  th» 
clause  which  says  that  the  local  authority 
need  make  arrangements  only  in  cases 
where  they  desire  to  do  so,  which  means- 
that  they  will  refuse  to  take  over  a. 
great  many  of  these  voluntary  schools. 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  calcu- 
late that  the  cost  of  these  transferred 
voluntary  schools  to  the  new  authorities 
will  be  quite  equal  to  the  cost  of  tha 
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bwri  schools  whioh  were  taken  over 
under  the  Act  of  1902.  The  request 
which  I  addressed  to  various  local 
anthorities  was  for  a  return  of  the  cost 
that  had  been  involved  in  taking  over 
ike  council  schools.  I  have  tabulated 
(he  letoms  from  nineteen  counties 
scattered  over  the  country,  and  it 
comes  out  that  on  an  average  the  cost 
per  school  in  the  first  financial  year, 
1903-4,  was  £29,  and  for  the  year 
1904-05  £30  per  school.  Taking  this 
rate,  and  the  number  of  volimtary 
schools  in  comparison  with  council 
schools  in  each  of  these  counties,  I  find 
that  it  would  require  on  an  average  IJd. 
in  the  £  upon  the  whole  of  the  country 
to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
transferred  voluntary  schools.  I  find 
abo  that  this  £1,000,000  that  is  dangled 
before  our  eyes  represents  exactly  l|d. 
in  the  £ ;  because  Id.  in  the  £  for  the  whole 
country  represents  £725,000  a  year,  and 
therefore  l|d.  represents  £1,000,000.  I 
think,  therefore,  you  may  fairly  argue, 
upon  expenence  m  regard  to  the  1902 
Act,  that  the  cost  of  the  voluntary 
schools  would  absorb  the  whole  of  the 
£1,000,000  which  is  proposed  to  be 
devoted  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

But  when  I  come  to  look  at  what  has 
been  said  with  regard  to  this  £1,000,000, 1 
find  it  has  been  stated  that  in  the  first 
place  it  is  to  go  towards  the  relief  of  poor 
necessitous  districts.  Thus  the  way  will 
be  opened  for  very  large  demands  in 
that  direction.  I  understand  that  it 
is  intended  that  the  poor  areas  round 
about  London,  which  are  very  highly 
rated,  are  to  have  a  contribution  bora 
the  fund  towards  the  relief  of  their  rates, 
and  I  think  it  was  stated  that  where 
those  districts  had  been  involved  in  very 
heavy  expenses  they  should  receive  a 
special  grant.  There  will  be  very  little 
indeed  of  the  fund  left  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  the  local  authorities  in 
mial  districts  if  all  the  necessitous 
areas  throughout  the  country  are  first  to 
get  reliei  I  would  ask  your  Lordships 
to  consider  for  a  moment  the  position 
of  that  sorely  tried  and  overburdened 
man,  the  ratepayer.  He  was  told  under 
the  Act  of  1902  he  would  be  rated, 
but  in  every  county  the  rates  have  been 
hig^  and  tjie  expenses  greater  than  was 
erer  prophesifld.    The  position  is  that 


'  if  the  grant  of  £1,000,000  does  not  g» 
round,  and  any  further  expen^MS  are 
incurrod,  the  authorities  will  have  to  fall 
back  upon  the  ratepayer,  and  the  deficit 
will  be  raised  from  the  rates.  That  is  a 
very  serious  state  of  affiirs,  and  on» 
deserving  of  some  notice.  It  is  most 
unfair  that  where  you  have  a  hobby  to 
ride — if  I  nftiy  put  it  so  low — where  you 
desire,  for  the  benefit  of  a  strong  militant 
party,  to  take  over  all  the  schods  and 
to  make  them  of  one  type,  you  should  da 
it  largely  with  the  ratepayers'  money. 
If  you  were  to  say  that  in  the  event  of 
the  grant  you  propose  not  being  sufficient 
to  carry  out  your  object  the  balance 
would  be  defrayed,  not  from  the  rates  but 
from  the  taxes,  I  should  have  no  grievance 
in  that  respect ;  but  when  we  have  no 
definite  knowledge,  inasmuch  as  thif» 
financial  clause  was  not  explained  or 
debated  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
no  information  was  given  about  it,  I 
think  a  representative  of  the  ratepayers 
would  be  neglecting  his  duty  if  he  did 

,  not  try  to  elicit  some  further  information 

I  as  to  the  effect  of  the  financial  portions 

'  of  this  Bill. 

I  will  instance  one  other  direction  in 
which  very  heavy  cost  will  be  entailed 
,  by  this  Bill.      The  noble  Earl  alluded 
j  to  Clause  24.    I    hail  that  as   one  of 
;  the  three  clauses    in  the  Bill  which  do 
;  something    progressive     for    education. 
j  I    cannot    say    that    the    providing  of 
vacation  elapses,  play  centres,  or  means 
I  of  recreation  is  strictly  educational,  but 
certainly  it  is  a  worthy  and  very  desirable 
object.    A    sub-section    of   that    clause 
makes    medical    inspection    of    children 
compulsory  as  the  Board  of  Education 
may    direct.     Let    me    say    in  passing 
that  we  shall  be  very  much  more  under 
the  Board  of  Education  after  the  passing 
of  this  Bill  than  we  have  been  since  1902. 
I  do  not  know  whether  any  estimate  has 
been  made  as  to  the  probable  cost  of 
this  medical  inspection.    I  presume  tbat 
it  is  to  come  out  of  the  £1,000,000  grant, 
or  out  of  the  ratepayers'  pocket.    I  have 
made  a  calculation  which  I  think  will 
give  some  data  to  go  upon.    There  are 
some  6,000,000  children  on  the  school 
books   at    the   present    moment;     the 
avwage  school  life  of  a  child  is  about  tea 
years,    and   it   is   probably   an    under- 
estimate that  there  are  600,000  fresh 
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Rcholais  per  year.  You  could  not  calcu- 1  makes  the  school.  That  is  our  expeiienoe 
late  on  less  than  Ss.  4d.  per  head  per  |  everywhere,  even  in  the  smallest  lural 
annum  for  the  medical  inspection  of  '  schools  in  counties.  However  small  the 
those  600,000  scholars.  I  think  that  that ',  school  may  be,  if  the  teacher,  vheth« 
is  a  low  figure,  but  on  that  basis  the  cost  I  male  or  female,    is  thoroughly    earnest 


per  annum  would  be  £100,000.  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  has  considered  these 
various  items  which  are  to  be  made 
compulsory  by  the  Bill.  If  this  ex- 
penditure comes  out  of  the  £1,000,000, 
it  will  leave  only  £900,000  for  the  grants 
to  local  authorities,  but  there  are  also 
other  things  which  have  to  be  seen  to. 

Besides  providing  for  the  medical  in- 
spection of  children,  and  the  repairs  of  the 
schools,  there  is  the  rent  of  the  transferred 
voluntary  schools  to  be  paid,  there  is 
the  building  of  new  schools  to  replace 
the  very  bad  ones  which  are  not  taken 
over  and  those  which  are  considered 
vmsuitable  according  to  the  dictum  of  the 
Board  of  Education  ;  there  are  also  the 
salaries  of  correspondents  to  be  paid,  be- 
cause hitherto  we  have  been  able,  in  the 
non-provided  schools,  to  arrange  for  the 
correspondence  with  the  central  authority 
to  be  done  free  of  charge,  but  you  may  be 
sure  that  the  moment  the  schools  are 
taken  over,  we  shall  have  to  pay  the 
correspondent  in  each  school.  Then 
there  will  be  the  legal  expenses  involved 
in  the  transfers  and  in  the  whole 
machinery,  which  is  no  light  matter. 
We  are  told  that  the  conditions  and  the 
accommodation  in  voluntary  schools 
are  much  worse  than  ir  the  board  schools. 


and  capable  in  his  or  her  work,  there 
you  will  have  a  good  school  and  the 
children  will  be  well  taught. 

Another  idea  which  I  understand  is  in 
the  mind  of  the  Board  of  Education  is 
that  many  of  these  schools  might  be 
grouped  together,  so  that  a  central 
school  might  be  built  to  which  the  children 
could  be  conveyed,  I  believe  there  are 
cases  where  that  might  be  done  with 
advantage.  I  know  of  two  such  cases, 
where  the  children  are  conveyed  con- 
siderable distances.  One  of  them  is  in 
the  Fen  district,  near  Holme,  and  the 
other  is  at  Eaton  Socon,  on  the 
borders  of  Bedfordshire  and  Huntingdon- 
shire. I  may  tell  your  Lordships  that 
the  cost  per  child  for  bringing  them  from 
an  area  some  five  miles  long  in  the  Pen 
district  is  only  £2  per  head  per  annum, 
while  in  the  other  district  of  Eaton  Socon 
the  cost  is  only  £1 148.;  so  that  it  is  really 
cheaper  than  to  build  a  new  school.  But 
in  saying  that  we  are  successful  in  this 
direction,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  supposed 
that  I  am  advocating  the  extinction  of 
small  rural  schools. 

In  the  face  of  all  these  expenses 
involved  in  the  various  proposals  of 
the  Bill,  I  submit  that  the  outlook 
is  alarming.    They  will  add  enormously 


,  .  ,  ^,    ^  .      -11  V         ..     v    '  to  the  already  excessive  burdens  on  the 

which  mears  that  much  will  have  to  be       .         ,,_,  „.  „   „  ..  „ „i  „,  „ i„„„ 

'  rates,     unless  we  get  some  clear  explans- 


done  directly  to  provide  better  accom- 
modation, which  also  will  involve  expense.  ; 

1  should  like  here  to  make  one  protest 
against  what  is  considered  by  some  to  be  ; 
the  policy  of  the  Board  of  Education   as  I 
regards  small  rural  schools.    You  have 
a  visit  from  one  inspector,  who  gives  his 
advice  as  to  ventilation  and  warming  and 
so  on  ;  he  goes  away  to  another  district,  | 
and  another  inspector  comes  who  has  ' 
totally  difierent  views  upon  these  matters, 
and  instead  of  objecting  to  small  rural 
schools  he  approves  of  them  and  says 
that  they  do  good  work.    The  aim  of  the 
Department  ought  to  be  not  so  much 
the  enlargement  or  improvement  of  the 
school,  as  to  ensure  the  selection  of  a 
good  teacher.    It  is  not  the  school  itself 


tion  as  to  who  is  to  pay  for  all  thes? 
things,  we  shall  be  left  in  ignorance,  and 
the  rates  will  go  up  without  ther  being 
any  chance  of  redress,  or  of  the  county 
coimcils  or  individuals  having  any  voice 
in  the  matter.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
curious  anomaly  that  it  should  be  in  the 
power  of  a  Gk»vernment  Department  to 
fall  back  on  the  needy  ratepayer  to  make 
up  any  deficit  that  might  arise  in  con- 
nection with  that  Department.  It  would 
be  very  convenient  in  the  case  of  the 
Admiralty  if,  instead  of  having  to  come  to 
Parliament  for  an  extra  "  Dreadnought," 
they  could  simply  fall  back  upon  the 
ratepayer  for  the  necessary  funds.  Or 
it  would  be  very  nice  for  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  from  the  same  sonice 


or  the  building ;  it  is  the  teacher  that  i  he  could  draw  the  money  for  two  or  three 
The  Marquess  of  Htmtly. 
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more  battalions  of  troops,  instead  of  hav-  \ 
ing  to  get  his  proposals  thiough  Farlia-  j 
ment.  I  know  of  no  Government  Depart-  ' 
ment  except  the  Board  of  Education  which 
is  in  the  happy  position  of  being  able,  in 
the  event  of  having  any  deficit,  to  call  I 
npon  the  ratepayers  to  meet  it.    I  have  I 
never  understood  why  there  seems  to  be 
no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  taxpayer 
to  pay  for  anything.    The  passive  resister, 
as  a  taxpayer,  did  not  object  to  pay  his  , 
quota  towards  the  school  expenses,  and  I 
hope  I  may  be  able,  sooner  or  later,  to 
persuade  the  Government  that  any  extra 
expenses  involved  by  this   Bill  should ' 
come  wholly  and  solely  out  of  the  tax- 
payer's, rather  than  out  of  the  ratepayer's, 
pocket.    I  have  dealt  with  some  practical 
pomts  of  the  Bill,  and  do  not  desire,  on  : 
the  present   occasion,    to   go   into   the 
religious   question,   although  I  have  as  I 
strong  feelings  on  that  matter  as  any 
I       other  Churchman  present.    I  thoroughly  i 
j       approve  of  what  was  said  by  the  most 
rev.  Prelate  the  Archb'shop  of  Canter-  , 
bniy,  and  I  only  hope  that  before  the ; 
Bill  leaves  your  Lordships'  House    the 
injustice  which  we  feel  will  be  redressed, 
and  that  we  shall  also  have  some  assurance  j 
that  the  ratepayers'   int3re8ts    will  not 
be  entirely  overlooked. 

♦LoKD  FARRER  :  I  should  certainly . 
not  have     ventured    to    address    your  i 
Lordships  on  this  occasion  were  it  not  that ' 
the  noble  Marquess  the  late  President  of  ; 
the  Board  of  Education  stated  that  in 
these  matters  an  ounce  of  practice  was  i 
worth  a   ton  of  theory.    I  have  been  | 
rtat  I  expect  not  many  of  your  Lord- 
ships have  been,  and  that  is  chairman  of  i 
two  rural    schools   for   the    last   seven  I 
years.    These  two  rural  schook  in  my  j 
own  district  have  ultimately  come,  by  a  { 
process  of  what  I  may  almost  call  natural  t 
■election,  into  practically  the  form  that  j 
tiiis  Bill  designs  for  rural  schools  gener-  | 
ally.    The   two   schools  have   rather   a 
*  curious  history.    The  first  was  built  on 
glebe  land  about  the  year  1860,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  a  great  revival  of  rural 
education  in  Southern  England,  and  it 
has  averaged  about  fifty  children,  entirely 
of  the  rural  class.    The  clergymen  at 
first  carried  on  the  instruction  almost 
entirely,  which  instruction  of  course  was 
of  a  Church  of  England  character.    The 


second  school,  which  was  built  by  my 
father  in  1872,  was  a  school  to  which  no 
special  religious  formulary  was  attached, 
because  we  believed  that  therelwere  a 
larger  nuinber  of  Dissenters  than  of 
Churchmen  in  that  part  of  the  parish. 
Gradually  the  Church  school  failed 
to  find  the  necessary  funds,  with 
the  result  that  it  became  necessary 
to  see  how  the  school  could  be  carried  on. 
In  those  days  none  of  these  miserable 
religious  squabbles  had  arisen,  and  we 
found  that  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
form,  not  a  school  board,  which  was  a 
very  expensive  matter,  but  a  voluntary 
committee  to  which  the  ratepayers 
should  be  asked  to  contribute,  and  to 
allow  both  the  clergyman  and  the  Non- 
conformist minister  to  teach  in  the 
school.  We  did  that  for  two  years,  with 
rather  disastrous  results.  Perpetual 
squabbles  arose,  and  there  were  attempts, 
one  might  almost  say,  at  proselytising  the 
children.  Ultimately  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  desirable  for 
the  schoolmaster  himself  in  each  case  to 
give  the  religious  instruction.  From 
the  '70's,  when  that  was  arranged,  until 
1902,  when  the  new  Act  came  into  force, 
the  system  went  on  without  a  protest 
firom  a  single  parent,  and  to  the  complete 
satisfaction  of  persons  of  all  shades  of 
religious  opinion  in  the  parish.  We  all 
felt  that  some  form  of  ethical  teaching 
was  absolutely  necessary,  and  we  never 
had  the  slightest  difficulty  in  finding  a 
schoolmaster  for  each  school  both  willing 
and  competent  to  give  the  simple  Bible 
teaching  and  to  draw  the  ethical  lessons 
from  it.  The  absence  of  dogma  has 
never  been  in  any  way  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  schoob,  and  the  in- 
teresting part  is  that  the  Churohpeople 
themselves  accepted  the  teaohing  aa 
willingly  as  the  Nonconformists. 

I  ought  to,  say  as  regards  the  financial 
arrangements,  that  we  found  that  the 
Church  school  needed  enlargement.  We 
arranged  to  raise  on  the  voluntary  rate,  if 
rate  it  can  be  called,  sufficient  money  to 
enlarge  the  school,  the  only  condition 
made  by  the  Dissenters  being  that 
similar  teaching  should  go  on  as  before. 
That  we  were  right  in  the  case  we  took  I 
think  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the 
most  rev.  Prelate,  who  was  then  Bishop 
of  Winchester,  himself  signed  thelease^of 
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this  Chuioh  sohool  to  the  voliutarj 
committee  on  that  very  agreement.  As 
I  read  this  Bill,  the  teaching  that  is 
proposed  to  be  given  is  precisely  of  that 
kind  which  has  proved  acceptable,  in  the 
parish  to  which  I  have  referred,  not  only 
to  Dissenters,  but  to  Churchpeople 
themselves,  as  is  evidenced  by  that 
signature.  Therefore  I  think  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  storm  and  fury  that  has 
raged  around  these  particular  provisions 
of  the  Bill  may  be  discounted  when  it 
comes  to  the  practical  teaching  among 
the  children  of  the  people  of  the  country, 
and  after  all  it  is  the  children  that  need 
most  consideration.  I  believe  that  in 
most  rural  parishes  the  same  possibility 
will  be  foiud  to  exist,  if  people  can  only 
be  brought  to  reason — 

For  modes  of  faith  let  f;;race]ess  zealots  fight ; 
Hia  can't  be  wronn  whose  life  is  in  the  right. 

I  should  not  have  said  more  on  this 
subject  except  that  the  Bill  of  1902  very 
seriously  interfered  with  our  religious 
peace  and  quiet.  Immediately  after  its 
passage,  the  demand  was  made  that  we 
should  give  back  the  school  that  had  been 
built  on  the  glebe  as  a  Church  school. 
That,  we  said,  was  of  course  possible  if 
the  money  that  had  been  provided  by  the 
other  denominations  was  paid  back. 
What  our  position  exactly  is  nobody 
seems  to  know,  and  I  venture  to  think 
that,  in  that  one  parish  at  any  rate,  the 
Act  of  1902  gave  rise  to  considerable 
discord,  because  all  this  religious  difficulty 
had  never  arisen  before.  A  desirable 
feature  of  this  Bill  is  that  it  gives  a  chance 
of  securing  a  much  better  representative 
committee  than  existed  in  the  foundation 
managers.  My  experience  has  been  that 
the  most  valuable  members  of  our  old 
school  committee  were  the  mothers  of 
the  children  attending  the  schools.  But 
when  the  Act  of  1902  was  passed,  we 
were  compelled  at  once  to  discontinue 
their  services,  and  to  reduce  the  committee 
strictly  to  the  foundation  managers. 
I  say  that  this  Bill  gives  a  chance  of 
remedying  that  evil. 

I  think  that  anyone  who  has  had 
practical  experience  of  the  working 
of  the  Act  of  1902  will  also  feel  it 
desirable  to  support  the  change  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill,  by  which  smaller 
districts  will  be  allowed  to  manage 
their  own  affairs.     The  county  councils 

Loid  Farrer. 


in  many  cases  make  admirable  central 
authorities,  but  they  are  overburdened 
with  work,  and  can  have  no  real  touch 
with  the  teaching  in  the  schools.  Thiere- 
fore  I  think  that  any  arrangement  by 
which  a  better  form  of  teaching  organism 
can  be  provided  in  that  respect  will  be 
greatly  welcomed  in  country  districts. 
I  recollect  very  well  that  the  noble 
Earl  who  used  to  lead  the  Opposition 
in  this  House,  whose  absence  we  so 
much  regret,  and  who  has  had  enonnoos 
experience  of  rural  administration,  told 
me  that  what  he  doubted  most  of  all 
about  the  Bill  of  1902  was  the  fact 
that  the  county  area  was  far  too  large 
for  satisfactory  control,  and  that  he 
had  serious  thoughts  of  suggesting, 
if  indeed  he  did  not  actually  suggeet 
in  this  House,  that  the  district  council 
area  was  far  better  than  the  county. 
In  my  own  case  it  takes  three  hours  to 
get  to  the  county  centre,  but  not  a  sheet 
of  paper  or  anything  else  can  be  ordered 
without  the  consent  of  the  officials  at  the 
centre.  The  rates,  too,  have  gone  up. 
When  we  managed  our  own  schools,  we 
managed  them  for  thirty  years  with  a 
rate  of  less  than  6d.  We  were  solemnly 
promised  by  Mr.  Balfour  that  that 
rate  would  not  be  exceeded,  but  would 
be  reduced.  But  what  has  been  the 
result  ?  Our  rate  has  gone  up  to  lid., 
and  we  have  not  the  sUghtest  improve- 
ment in  teaching  or  administration. 

lam  gad  to  find  that  there  is  one  p<»nt 
at  any  rate>npon  which  I  am  in  agreement 
«ith  the  most  rev.  Prelate  who  made 
so  eloquent  an  oration  just  now,  and 
that  is  that  you  must  get  petsonal 
interest  if  you  are  to  have  a  good  school. 
But  when  I  come  to  the  most  rev.  Prelate's 
history,  I  confess  I  am  somewhat  surprued 
at  the  attitude  that  he  takes  up  with 
regard  to  the  Church  and  education  in 
thjB  countr  .  In  looking  up  the  history 
of  the  early  part  of  tJke  last  century 
with  regard  to  this  question,  I  find 
that  in  1807  the  House  of  Commons 
passed  a  Bill  enabling  the  ratepayers 
to  set  up  a  school  in  each  parish.  This 
House  threw  out  the  Bill  on  the  advice 
of  the  then  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  these  are  the  words  that  the  Aich> 
bishop  used  in  this  House  -  on  August 
11th,  1807— 

"  The  provisions  of  the  Bill  leave  little  or  no 
control  to  the  miniatar  in  the  pwiah.    This 
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wooM  );o  to  aabvert  the  finit  principle  of  ednoa- 
tioa  iu  tliis  country,  which  had  hitherto  been, 
and  he  tnuted  would  continae  to  be,  under  the 
control  of  the  Estabrwhment,  and  their  Lord- 
ahipa  would  feel  how  dangerous  it  muit  be  to 
innorate  in  each  matters. 

Thereupon  the  Bill,  which  allowed  the 
Tatepayers'  organisation  to  m  ike  its  own 
whool,  was  thrown  out  by  this  House. 
I  ventore  to  think,  therefore,  that  the 
«l3dm  for  the  enormous  advance  in  volun- 
tary subscriptions  afterwards  can  hardly 
be  sustained  altogether.  I  wish  there 
had  been  more  right  rev.  Prelates  present 
to  listen  to  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  on  this  subject. 

But,  my  Lords,  to  return  to  the  mcure 
general  question  in  regard  to  the  Bill. 
I  have  tried  to  find  out  what  people  mean 
by  education.  I  always  tUnk  it  well 
under  such  circumstances,  to  turn  to 
that  good  Tory  authority.  Dr.  Johnsoa. 
He  is  one  of  the  few  men  who  have  given 
a  satisfactory  definition  of  the  word, 
and  he  defines  education  as  "the  for- 
mation of  manners  in  youth."  I  am 
l)ound  to  say  that  on  reading  this  Bill 
it  appears  to  me  to  go  a  long  way  towards 
helping  to  the  formation  of  manners  in 
youth.  The  schoolmaster  himself  is 
really  made  a  power  in  the  land,  and  if  he 
'Can  give  that  ethical  and  civilising  i^- 
stniction  which  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
be  able  to  give  under  the  Bill,  the  whole 
«f  Bngland  will  be  leavened,  because 
the  people  will  feel,  if  the  first  Clause 
of  tlus  Bill  is  carried  out,  that  they  are 
paying  for  something  that  they  are  going 
to  get. 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  be  able  to 
agree  with  the  noble  Marquess  who 
spoke  last  as  to  the  eiormous  advantage 
of  medical  inspection,  and  I  think  I  can 
reassure  him  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
■cost.  In  our  county,  at  any  rate,  it  has 
not  been  anything  like  so  serious  a  matter 
■as  he  anticipates.  I  expect  that  he  will 
£nd  in  his  own  county  that  there  U  a 
medical  inspector  at  present  attached 
to  the  county  council.  There  is,  at  any 
rate,  in  the  counties  with  which  I  am 
acquainted  in  the  South  of  England, 
and  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
such  an  arrangement  is  very  much  greater 
(than  would  appear  at  first  sight.  I  should 
like  to  relate  an  incident  that  occurred 
within  my  own  experience  only  last  week. 
7(tere  was  a  child  who,  we  had  reasia 


to  suspect,  was  not  being  properly 
fed  and  properly  treated.  It  is  extre* 
mely  difficult,  as  everyone  who  has  had 
practical  experience  Imows,  to  get  evi- 
dence in  a  case  of  that  sort.  If  you  put 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Sooietjr 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Childrea,- 
you  raise  every  sort  of  prejudice,  and 
very  often  have  great  difficulty  in  proving 
your  case.  But  if  there  is  a  medical 
officer  attached  to  the  central  authority, 
who  can  make  an  inspection  of  the  school, 
it  is  possible,  as  was  done  in  this  case, 
to  tell  him  privately  of  particular  children, 
and  he  is  then  able  to  give  an  unbiassed 
opinioin  which  may  alter  the  whole  future 
life  of  the  child  ior  the  better.  That 
was  a  case  which  occurred  in  my  own 
school  only  a  week  or  two  ago,  and  I 
mention  it  because  the  expense  of  taking 
such  action  is  infinitesimal.  If  a  proper 
roster  is  made  in  a  county,  the  medical 
inspector  can  devote  his  time  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  schools  iu  a  very  economi- 
cal and  satisfactory  way. 

As  to  the  general  question  of  religious 
teaching  in  the  schools,  I  should  not  think 
of  joining  issue.  There  are,  of  course, 
many  ways  in  which  that  might  have« 
been  dealt  with.  I  think  it  is  dealt  with 
in  a  way  such  as  the  majority  of  the 
voters  at  the  last  election  desired.  No 
one  who  went  about,  as  I  did,  in  districts 
which  had  for  years  returned  Conserva- 
tive Members,  but  which  now  return 
Liberal  Members,  can  doubt  that  there 
were  two  subjects  uppermost  in  the  minds 
of  the  electors — free  trade  and  education. 
In  all  my  experience  I  have  never  known 
BO  strong  a  feeling  as  existed  in  the  whole 
of  the  South  of  England  as  to  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  an  alteration  of  the 
Act  of  1902.  It  is  for  that  reason  that 
I  support  to  the  fullest  extent  the  Bill 
now  before  your  Lordships'  House. 

•LoBD  ZOUCHE  OF  HARYNG  WORTH: 

My  Lords,  we  have  had  several  eloquent 
and  oonvinolng  speeches  upon  this  Bill, 
hut  I  think  if  there  is  one  thing  more 
than  another  which  has  forced  itself 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House,  it  is  that 
we  have  arrived  at  a  most  grave  and 
serious  crisis  as  regards  this  important 
question,  and  I  believe  that  the  dangers 
are  much  greater  than  has  been  supposed 
by  soma   prs/lous  ^speakers.     It  is   an 
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undoubted  fact  that  there  is  very  great 
danger  of  this  contemplated  legislation 
beijig  not  merely  an  attack  upon  the 
Church  of  England  or  upon  the  Establish- 
ment, but  an  attack  npon  all  religion 
in  the  country.  What  are  the  oircum- 
stanoee  of  the  case  ?  I  am  not  going  into 
any  political  observations  of  a  Party 
nature,  but  we  must  face  the  facts  of  the 
case.  The  present  Government  have  come 
into  office  supported  mainly  by  men  of 
extreme  views — views  of  a  very  SooiaUs- 
tio  nature.  The  gentlemen  who  profess 
these  views  are,  to  put  it  mildly,  not  very 
friendly  towards  religion  in  general,  or 
towards  England  as  a  country — at  all 
events  as  she  is  now  governed.  They 
may  be  right,  or  they  may  be  wrong, 
but  at  all  events  thb  is  a  question  which 
must  shortly  be  faced,  and  I  think  that 
everything  points  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  far  deeper  and  more  insidious  attack 
against  religion  in  general  than  upon  any 
one  Church  in  particular.  Indeed,  the 
whole  tendency  of  the  Bill  seems  to  point 
in  this  direction.  The  most  rev.  Prelate 
in  his  eloquent  speech  pointed  to  a 
great  object-lesson  in  the  town  of 
Huddersfield,  and  as  he  said,  if  there  is 
one  thing  more  certain  than  another, 
it  is  that  the  attack  made  by  this  Bill, 
if  it  passes  into  law,  will  develop  in 
one  far  greater  than  a  mere  attack  upon 
denominational    religion.    According    to 


house  except  during  the  times  allotted 
in  the  time-table  exclusively  to  secular 
instruction.  •  In  other  words,  the  reli- 
gious teaching  of  the  schools  is  not  to  h» 
considered  a  matter  of '  obligation,  and 
therefore,  by  deduction,  not  a  matter 
of  very  much  importance.  It  will  be 
seen  at  once  that  this  cuts  two  ways. 
It  is  not  as  though  the  clause  aimed  at 
any  particular  Church,  or  any  particular 
doctrine ;  it  cuts  out  the  obligation  to- 
attend  any  sort  of  religious  instruction.. 
Of  course,  this  is  a  matter  of  very  import- 
ant detail.  If  this  clause  has  the  force  o£ 
law,  in  many  instances  the  children  will 
not  attend  at  all.  If  it  is  merely  optional, 
they  will  certainly  not  attend  on  a  fine 
afternoon  for  the  purposes  of  religious 
instruction ;  they  would  rather  go  to 
play.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  pass 
some  measure  by  which  they  shall  be- 
occupied  in  other  work  in  the  schoo! 
you  at  once  establish  in  their  minds  a 
general  dislike  and  distrust  of  religious 
education ;  yon  are  giving  them  a 
choice  between  something  tiiey  do  not 
care  about  and  something  they  do  not 
like,  and  the  whole  thing  will  result  in 
their  doing  their  best  to  escape  from 
religious  instruction.  What  are  we  to 
fay  about  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
thcFc  children  1  Will  they  direct  their 
children,  althou^  their  attendance  i» 
not  obUgatory,  to  attend  the  Scripture 


most  of  the  speakers  who  support  this  \  lesson    or    the    religious    instruction  t 


Bill,  it  would  seem  to  be  merely  a  ques 
tioD  as  between  one  Church  and  another, 
or  between  the  Established  Church  and 
the  Nonconformist  bodies;  but  if  we 
look  at  the  Bill  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
matter  goes  a  great  deal  further  than 
that. 

It  is  said  that  the  main  clause  of 
the  Bill  upon  which  everythii^  turns 
is  Clause  1,  which  lays  down  that  after  a 
certain  date  a  school  shall  not  be  recog- 
nised as  a  public  elementary  school 
unless  it  is  a  school  provided  by  the 
local  education  authority.  That,  of 
course,  is  a  very  far-reaching  and  drastic 
change,  but  if  we  go  a  little  further  into 
the  Bill  we  shall  faid  an  even  more  im- 
portant clause,  which  in  my  opinion  is 
almost  the  keynote  of  the  Bill.  That 
is  Clause  7,  which  says  that  the  parent 
of  a  child  attending  a  public  elementary 
school  shall  not  be  under  any  obligation 
to  cause  the  child  to  attend  at  the  school- 

T^d  ZomU  of  Haryngworth. 


Possibly  they  may  do  to,  and  I  dare  say 
they  will  in  more  cases  than  many 
people  think  for.  It  has  been  brought 
out  in  debate  that  there  is  a  very  deep 
religious  feelirg  among  the  parents  of 
the  poor  children  who  attend  the  ele- 
mentary schools,  and  no  doubt  in  many 
cases  the  parents  will  bring  pressure  to. 
bear  upon  their  children  to  attend- 
But  I  think  it  is  equally  certain,  whea 
we  regard  poor  human  nature,  that 
an  even  larger  nuniber  perhaps  will. say : 

"  I  think  my  childrei)  have  quite  enongb 
school ;  I  do  not  mind  tlieir  attendinK  reHBioa» 
inctmction  at  9  o'clock,  or  wVatever  the  hour 
m  ay  1  e,  if  I  can  spare  tlif  m.  But  I  can  very  i» 
spare  them,  and  I  think  it  is  very  bard  that 
they  should  le  taken  away  for  so  many  horns 
in  the  day  for  schooling  which  does  not  teem 
to  do  them  very  mnch  Rood.  1  really  do 
not  see  my  way  to  allow  them  to^attena 
more  than  they  aie  absolutely  obliged." 

In  this  way  I  think  it  is  almost  certain 
that  little  by  little  the  children  will  drift 
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away  from  the  religious  instraction,  and 
the  great  danger  is  that  the  idea  nill 
be  implanted  in  their  minds  that  this  is 
s  matter  of  little  importance,  which 
thej  may  treat  with  carelessness,  if  not 
with  contempt.  If  this  is  carried  out 
throo^out  the  country  we  shall  be 
face  to  face  with  a  very  serious  problem. 
It  is  needless  for  me,  especially  in  your 
Lordship's  House,  to  eidarge  upon  the 
terrible  consequences  of  what  is  some- 
times called  godless  education.  It  Would 
no  doubt  result  in  demoralisation  of 
character  on  the  part  of  the  youth  of 
England,  and  have  the  most  terrible 
and  unspeakable  effect  upon  religion 
altogether.  It  is  unnecessary  to  remind 
yonr  Lordships  that  the  word  "  religion  " 
really  means  "restraint,"  and  if  you 
take  away  all  sense  of  religion  from 
poOT  children  who,  from  their  hard 
circumstances  in  life,  are  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  get  such  good  ideas  of  behaviour 
as  their  more  fortnnate  brethren,  if  you 
take  away  all  religious  restraint  from 
them,  yon  will  find  them  gradually  not 
only  relapsing  into  carelessness  of  de- 
meanour, but  into  temptation  and  in- 
dulgence in  various  vices,  and  com- 
mitting crimes,  beginning  with  small 
offences  and  gradually  going  on  to  greater. 
There  will  be  no  restraint  except  the 
restraint  of  the  police. 

One  of  tbegfmost  seriotis  results  [of 
this  Bill,  I  fear,  will  be  a  general 
decKne  of  patriotism.  There  will  be 
a  carelessness  of  that  duty  to  one's 
country  which  I  think  is  one  of  the 
chief  duties,  if  not  the  chief,  among 
those  which  regulate  one's  relations  to 
one's  fellow  creatures  in  this  world.  We 
have  seen  in  the  case  of  our  new  allies, 
the  Japanese,  who  I  think  may  be  fairly 
considered  one  of  the  most  religious 
petals  upon  earth,  how  religion  has 
helped  them,  and  what  it  really  means 
to  them,  and  I  think  it  may  be  fairlv 
ugned  that  their  religious  instincts, 
more  than  anything  else,  brought 
them  safely  through  their  terrible 
straggle  with  the  Russian  nation.  We 
may  also  see  in  quite  another  direc- 
tion the  connection  of  religion  and 
patriotism,  and  perhaps  I  may  venture 
to  call  to  memory  an  example  in  an 
old  ally  of  ourselves,  the  Turks.  The 
Turkish  soldiery  are,  without  any, doubt,. 


some  of  the  finest  in  the  world,  and  they 
are,  according  to  their  lights,  although 
not  Christians,  one  of  the  most  religious- 
minded  people,  certainly  in  Europe,  if' 
not  in  the  whole  world.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  Turks,  taking  them  all 
round,  are  much  better  Christians  thaa 
the  Christians.  I  am  not  going  to- 
argue  that  patriotism  is  a  question 
merely  of  Sunday  school  teaching, 
because  it  is  a  large  and  deep  feeling 
which  may  be  brought  out  by  religious- 
observances  and  which  may  be  brought 
seriously  into  contempt  by  neglect  of 
those  observances.  It  is  needless  for 
me  to  dwell  upon  the  very  serious  conse- 
quences to  the  future  generations  of  this- 
country  to  take  away  from  them  in  any 
way  the  exercises  of  religion  in  their 
education  as  children. 

I  should  like  to  pass  for  a  moment 
from  that  consideration  to  this  ourious- 
Clause  4  in  this  Bill.  That  clause 
deals  with  the  special  facilities- 
which,  under  certain  conditions,  are 
to  be  given  for  religious  instruction  of 
a  special  character  which  is  confined 
to  children  living  in  an  urban  district,, 
an  urban  district  being  defined  as  a. 
district  of  not  less  than  5,000  popula- 
tion. I  would  ask  what  in  the  world 
is  the  difference  between  the  importance- 
of  saving  children's  souls  or  seeing  to-, 
their  higher  education  in  an  urban  area, 
and  doing  the  same  thing  in  a  rural 
district  t  You  might  just  as  well  say- 
there  was  to  be  a  distinction  drawn  in. 
regard  to  education  between  children 
with  dark  hair  and  children  with  light, 
hair.  I  fail  to  see  why  numbers  should 
enter  into  the  question  at  all  as  far  as- 
I  am  able  to  judge  from  merely  looking, 
at  the  Bill,  but  anyone  who  looks  a  little- 
more  deeply  into  the  question  will  see^ 
that  the  reason  for  this  is  apparent, 
and  in  fact,  it  is  somewhat  obvious. 
It  is  simply  that  this  Clause  opens, 
the  door,  so  to  speak,  to  admit 
certain  people  whose  objection  to  the 
Bill  might  be  dangerous  if  they 
were  congregated  together  in  urban  dis- 
tricts. There  might  be  members  of  the- 
Roman  Catholic  religion  or  the  Jewish 
faith  who  seriously  objected  to  the- 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  and  their  objec- 
tion might  not  only  be  an  objection  ia 
words   but   an   objection   with   a   good^ 
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many  votes  behind  it.  This  Clause 
seems  to  open  such  a  door  and  it  gives 
■an  opportunity .  to  the  supporters  of 
the  Bill  to  get  out  of  what  was 
perhaps  a  serious  danger. 

^In  regard  to  the  Bill  as  a  whole,  looking 
At  it  all  through,  it  seems  to  consist  of  a 
number  of  very  contradictory  clauses. 
One  clause  hangs  upon  another,  and 
■one  seems  to  contradict  the  provisions 
of  another,  and  what  is  given  on  the  One 
iiand  in  the  way  of  concessions  is  Very 
much  taken  away  on  the  other  by 
the  hard  machinery  and  details  as  to  how 
jBuoh  concessions  are  to  be  secured.  This 
Bill  reminds  one  of  a  game  which  used  to 
■excite  the  wonder  of  our  childhood 
Jcnown  as  "  thinking  of  a  number," 
where  you  tell  j  the  person  to  whom 
you  are  showing  the  trick  what  number 
he  thought  of.  You  ask  the  person  to 
engage  in  several  simple  problems  of 
mental  arithmetic,  the  whole  secret  of 
the  trick  jbeing  that  each  arithmetical 
-calculation  cancels  the  one  immediately 
preceding  it,  so  that  you  come  to  nothing 
•every  time  and  you  may  make  the 
number  thought  of  a  mitt3r  of 
<jertainty.  There  is  nothing  very  finite 
about^this  Bill  and  it  is  extremely  difficult 
"to  understand  what  it  does  mean.  As 
-Boon  as  you  have  mastered  one  clause 
a  subsequent  clause  appaars  to  cancel 
tihe  previous  one.  The  Bill  no  doubt 
■deals  with  a  very  complicated  subject  in 
which  his^iMajesty's  Government,  or 
whoever  are  the  real  promoters  of  the 
Bill,  could  not  see  their  way  exactly  as 
to  the  result  when  it  came  to  be  carried 
into  efiect,  and  therefore  by  this  very 
adroit  method  of  having  clauses 
which  seem  to  contradict  each  other 
-they  have  adopted  a  system  which 
aflords  a  ready  or  at  all  evento  a  possible 
means  of  getting  out  of  the  difficulties 
which  they  did  not  foresee  when  the  Bill 
was  originally   drafted. 

il    should    like    to    say    a    word    or 

•two  about  the  ballot.  The  Bill 
provides  that  there  is   to    be    a  ballot 

to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  parents 
of  the  children  as  to  whether   or    not 

4hey  would  like  extended  facilities 
for  special  religious  teaching.  That 
seems  to  me  rather  absurd,  because  I  do 
not    see    how    you    can     really    make 

aure  of  obtaining  the  ballot  or  of 
Lord  Zouche  of  Ilaryngwoiih. 


adducing  any  real  and  reliable  opiaioii 
from  it  when  you  have  taken  it.  I 
suppose  the  ballot,  inasmuch  as  it  ii 
supposed  to  be  secret,  is  as  good  a  way 
as  any  other  to  adopt  for  this  purpose, 
but  there  is  this  very  remarkable  fact 
in  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  say  this 
in  any  invidious  sense,  but  it  is  certainly 
remarkable  that  there  is  no  sort  of 
clause  as  far  as  can  be  seen  which  is 
dc^wn  for  the  protection  of  that  ballot, 
in  order  to  eliminate  as  far  as  posable 
any  chance  of  the  people  who  engage  in 
the  ballot  being  tampered  with.  It 
might  possibly  be  to  the  interests  of  men 
holding  extreme  views,  who  had  a 
strong  municipal  position  in  any  town, 
to  have  a  ballot  in  order  to  register 
a  decision  against  extended  rel^ous 
facilities.  After  all,  this  ballot  does  not 
come  under  the  same  head  as  an  election 
ballot,  and  it  is  not  a  Parliamentary 
or  a  municipal  election.  It  is  merely 
a  ballot  for  an  expression  of  opinion, 
and  though  I  do  not  mean  to  suggest 
that  improper  steps  would  constantly 
be  taken  to  influence  people's  votes,  I 
think,  at  all  events,  it  is  somewhat  <A  a 
blot  on  the  Bill  that  apparently  no  pro- 
tection  is  taken  in  regard  to  obtuning 
a  fair  view  of  the  parents  on  this  very 
important  subject  without  any  possilHlity 
of  their  being  tampered  with. 

There    is    another   point    which    has 

been  very    lightly   touched   upon,  viz., 

I  the   financial    considerations.     That    is 

such     a     complicated     subject    that    I 

do  not  propose    to  deal  with  it  except 

in  a  very  brief  manner.    There  is  one  thing 

which  I  think  we  may  prophesy  with 

great  safety,  and  it  is  that  in  whatever 

form  this  Bill  passes  the  rates  will  most 

certainly  go  up  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

That  is  always  the  case,  because  in  one 

way  or  another  when  these  matters  get 

into     the    hands    of     the     municipal 

authorities,    they  get    very  much  into 

'  the     hands     of     officials.       And    this 

I  leads  to  what  I  am  sorry  to  say  cannot  be 

characterised   by  any   other  name  than 

jobbery  and  robbery  of  the  ratepayers. 

This  land  of  thing  is  bad  enough  under 

I  the  present  Act.as  I  can  testify  in  regard  to 

]  my  own  coimty  council,  but  undoubtedly 

1  these  things  will  be  very  much  worse  in 

the  future.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think 

I  it     may     possibly     lead    to    a    strong 

I  objection  on  the  part  of  the  public  to 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


<m       Edueaium  (EnglMtd        {1  AuuusT  1906} 


and  JFales)  BiU. 


)>66 


this  Bill,  for  after  all  is  said  jand  done 
men  do  not  like  to  have  to  pay  more 
than  tiiey  are  obliged  out  of  their  own 
jookets.  If  the  elect  of  this  Bill  is  to 
laise  the  rates  enormoosly  and  to  add  to 
"the  heavy  burdens  under  which  people 
am  groaning,  the  Government  will  find 
a  hiTger  and  more  serious  opposition 
ito  this  measure  than  they  bargain  for. 

'^What,  my  Lords,  ought  to  be  done  in 
regard  to  this  BiU  ?  There  are  three 
obvious  courses.  Youi  Lordships'  House 
might  first  of  all  reject  the  measure,  but 
it  has  already  becni  practically  settled 
that  that  course  shall  not  be  taken; 
althoo^  I  think  your  Lordships  would 
have  every  right  to  take  that  course, 
jet  it  would  probably  arouse  such  a 
storm  in  which  the  issues  wou  d  be  coa- 
foimded  that  obviously  it  would  do 
far  more  harm  than  good.  In  the  second 
pUce,  we  can  amend  the  Bill.  The  third 
■eovTK  is  that  we  might  pass  the  whole 
Bill  as  it  stands.  That  course  might 
possibly  raise  a  tremendotis  opposi- 
tion in  the  country,  and  might  have  a 
good  eSect  in  that  way.  Still,  I  thiak  the 
best  course  to  take  is  to  amead  the  Bill 
an  Committee.  The  most  reverend  Pre- 
late indicated  the  points  oa  which  |he 
vonld  suggest  amendment.  May  I,  with 
^leat  deference,  suggest  another  point 
"which  I  do  not  thmk  has  been  men- 
tioned? It  is  that  it  might  be  a 
.good  thing  if  it  were  possible  to  define 
what  is  reaUy  meant  by  undenomina- 
tional  teaching.  We  are  accustomed 
to  use  the  words  Oowper-Temple  teaching, 
irhich  is  fairly  well  known,  although  it 
has  never  been  accurately  described.  I 
imdeistand  that  it  means  simple  Bible 
teaching  without  any  dogma.  It  would 
he  a  good  thing — although  it  may  be 
-a  matter  of  some  little  difficulty  and  it 
wonld  have  to  be  done  by  far  wiser  heads 
than  mine — ^to  have  a  clear  definition  |of 
^fhit  is  actually  meant  by  these  words, 
because  the  great  danger  is  that  if  there  is 
no  definition,  as  regards  undenominational 
teaching,  you  may  get  any  sort  of  danger 
from  teachers  who  may,  in  reality,  make 
im  of  religion,  treat  it  with  contempt  and, 
in  fact,  teach  something  very  much  nearer 
atheism  than  religion.  I  hope,  my  Lords, 
in  any  case,  that  when  the  proper  time 
'Comes  in  the  ensuing  autumn  months,  we 
ahall  be  able  to  amend  and  put  into  some 


kind  of  proper  form  this  very  complicated 
and  serious  Bill.  I  hope  we  shall  be 
able  to  take  away  from  it  the  evils 
which  undoubtedly  exist  in  it,  and  by 
our  Amendmeata,  in  some  shape  or  form 
to  conduce  to  a  settlement  of  this  most 
vital  and  important  religious  question. 

*Th8  Dukk  of  NORFOLK :  I  agree 
that  this  Bill  is  not  one  whioh  merely 
infringes  the  privileges  of  many  distinct 
religious  bodies,  but  one  which  en- 
dangers the  religious  interests  of  the 
country  in  every  branch.  I  agree  with 
the  noble  Lord  who  said  that  the  dangers 
of  this  BiU  are  very  insidious  and  far- 
reaching.  There  are  many  things  about 
it  that  might  make  people  accept  it  at 
the  first  glance  because  they  might  not  be 
able  to  see  how  far-reaching  the  dangers 
which  underlie  it  are.  I  wish  to  em- 
phasise what  has  already  been  said,  that 
in  opposing  the  BiU  which  we  shaU  be 
bound  to  do  in  its  various  clauses  in 
Committee,  we  do  feel  that  we  are 
fighting  not  for  any  special  opinions  of 
our  own,  but  for  the  religious  Ufe  of  the 
country  as  a  whole.  We  feel  the  dangers 
which  are  confronting  us.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Marquess  of  Londonderry 
spoke  of  certain  facilities  which  were 
specially  introduced  in  order  to  modify 
the  hostility  of  Catholics  to  this  BiU, 
and  he  said  that  we  were  beginning  to 
see  how  futile  they  were.  I  may  say  that 
we  saw  that  from  the  very  beginning. 
The  moment  this  fly  was  thro  vn  we  saw 
that  it  was  made  of  tinsel.  Speaking 
as  an  EngUsh  CathoUc  I  wish  to  express 
my  strong  sense  of  the  able  and  steadfast 
way  in  whioh  the  Catholic. Members  from 
Ireland,  disregarding  political  temptations 
which  must  have  pressed  sorely  upon 
them,  fought,  and  nobly  fought,  for  the 
chUdren  of  this  country  and  for  the 
Irish  chUdren  in  our  great  towns. 

I  have  not  risen  with  any  idea  of  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  There  are, 
however,  one  or  two  points  in  my  mind 
which  I  am  anxious  to  make  very 
clear.  I  suppose  that  we  all  have  had 
very  considerable  heart-burnings  ai  to  the 
advisabiUty  of  rejecting  this  BiU  on  its 
Second  Beading.  I  venture  humbly 
to  agree  with  those  who  have  already 
expressed  the  opinion  that  such  a  course 
would  be  unwise.     I  do  not  say    that 
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in  the  smallest  degree  from  tlie  point 
of  view  of  the  Bill  itself,  but  merely 
on  the  general  grounds  of  procedure 
which  in  such  cases  as  the  present 
appears  to  me  to  be  wise  for  this  House 
to  adopt.  I  cannot,  however,  but  think 
that  there  is  a  certain  sense  of  un- 
reality underlying  our  debate  to  night. 
We  are  discussing  ostensibly  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill — whether  we  are 
going  to  pass  it  or  not.  We  all  know 
that  we  do  not  intend  to  reject  it  on  the 
Second  Reading,  and  yet  we  are  all  aware 
that  if  we  went  to  a  division  the  Bill 
would  be  rejected  by  a  vast  majority. 
I  do  not  think  anybody  doubts  that  state- 
ment. Although  no  one  would  be  more 
glad  than  I  should  be  to  make  manifest 
%■  my  vote  the  strong  alarm  which  this 
Bill  has  caused  in  my  mind  and  my  great 
antipathy  to  it,  I  do  not  think  that  course 
would  be  wise.  It  is  unhappily  the  fact 
and  it  is  often  lamented — although  I 
do  not  think  that  it  has  ever  been  met  by 
any  suggestions  as  to  how  things  could  be 
otherwise — that  it  is  generally  very  late 
in  the  session  before  any  important  Bills 
come  to  this  House.  If  any  great  measure 
of  importance  which  had  been  discussed 
for  months  in  the  House  of  Commons 
W8B,  when  it  came  to  this  House, 
rejected  after  a  two  nights'  debate, 
certainly  serious  questions  would  be  raised 
in  the  coimtry  as  regards  the  constitu- 
tional position  of  this  House.  What  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  is  that  we 
must  face  the  fact  that  we  have  very 
often  to  allow  measures  to  pass  their 
Second  Reading  in  this  House  which,  on 
the  whole,  are  measures  we  should 
feel ,  it  our  duty  to  oppose  ;  if  they  are 
practically  forced  upon  us  by  circum- 
stances and  by  the  necessities  of  the  case 
in  public  Ufe,  we  must  pass  them ; 
but  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  because 
we  pass  a  Bill  on  the  Second  Reading 
we  necessarily  accept  the  principles  of 
the  measure.  We  cannot  be  called  upon 
to  adopt  both  courses.  For  myself 
I  do  say  most  emphatically  that  I 
for  one  shall  feel  absolutely  unfettered 
as  regards  my  conduct  in  Committee 
by  the  fact  that  I  allowed  this 
Bill  to  pass  without  challenge  on  its 
Seccmd  Reading.  If  there  were  any 
doubt  upon  that  point,  I  should  have  no 
hestiation  in  moving  the  rejection  of  the 
Second    Reading,  and    if  I  pressed  my 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk. 


Motion  to  a  division,  I  venture  to  think  the 
Lobby  I  selected  would  be  more  crowded 
than  the  other.  I  am  therefore  glad 
that  we  shall  not  need  to  adopt  that 
course,  on  the  understanding  that  the 
passing  of  the  Second  Reading  is  no 
acceptance  of  the  measure  in  any  sense 
or  way.  When  we  come  to  the  Com- 
mittee stage,  we  shall  be  absolutely  free 
and  unfettered  by  anything  which  has 
passed,  and  shall  be  able  to  consider 
the  clauses  of  the  Bill  and  the  whole 
principles  of  the  measure  with  open  minds 
and  absolute  freedom  of  action.  I  feel 
that  if  we  did  not  take  this  course,  but 
decided  to  reject  the- Bill  on  its  Second 
Reading,  the  storm  which  Lord  Zonche 
spoke  of  as  being  possible  if  we  rejected 
the  Bill  would  break  upon  our  unhappy 
heads  in  many  quarters  of  the  county 
from  iiie  very  opposite  reason.  There 
is  the  strongest  possible  feeling  in  the 
country  that  this  measure  is  a  very 
extraordinary  and  inexplicable  onev 
and  that  it  has  not  had  a  fair  chanoe  of 
having  its  qualities,. good  or  bad,  brought 
out.  The  political  necessities  of  another 
place  have  been  operating  with  extra- 
ordinary severity.  Important  Amend- 
ments have  for  the  moment  attracted 
attention  and  consideration,  but  they 
have  never  been  debated  at  alL  I  think 
your  Lordships  will  feel  that  it  is  your 
constitutional  duty  to  remedy  that  very 
serious  defect  in  the  conduct  of  this 
measure.  There  are  a  vast  amount  of 
people  in  this  country  who  are  watching^ 
with  anxious  eyes  to  see  what  the 
House  of  Lords  will  do  in  regard  t» 
this  measure.  We  are  sometimes  told 
that  in  this  House  we  are  apt  to  give 
too  much  attention  to  questions  afiecting 
the  interests  of  our  own  olass,  but  I 
think  it  would  be  a  blot  upon  our 
history  and  a  disgrace  to>  our  position 
in  the  country,  if  upon  such  a  question 
as  the  reUgiouB  well-being  of  the  children, 
we  shrank  in  any  way  from  taking  a  strong 
and  firm  attitude,  such  as  when  the 
autumn  session  eomes  we  shall  feel  it  our- 
duty  to  assume.. 

I  venture  to  submit  these  words  be- 
cause I  cannot  deny  that  undoubtedly, 
so  far  as  Catholics  are  concerned,  if 
this  Bill  is  in  any  sense  to  meet  onr 
views  it  will  ha.ve  to  be  very  drastically 
amended    indeed.    There   is   no   doubt 
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about  that  point  and  we  have  no  doubt 
as)  to  the  finn  line    which   we   intend 
to  take.    We   are   glad,  and'  we  thank 
<^d  to  know,  that  in  taking  that  line 
we  ^hall  be  supported  by  all  those  who, 
whilst  not  only  upholding  some  particular 
religious   opinion,    feel     with  us    that 
they    are    fighting    for    the    religious 
freedom  and  weU-being  of  the  children 
of  this  country  as  a  whole.     The  noble 
Lord  the  Marquess  of  Londonderry  spoke 
of  his    determination   to    support    the 
Church  to  which  he  belongs.    The  most 
rey.  Prelate  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
in  a  speech  of  remarkable  clearness  and 
abiUty  to  which  we  all  listened  with 
delight,  brought  forward  instances  of  the 
noble  generosity  of   those  who  in  up- 
holding the    belief    of    the   Established 
Church  had  made  gigantic  sacrifices  for 
that  which  they  believed  sacred  to  them- 
selves and  sacred  to  the  weU-being  of  the 
country  at  large.     I  did  not  mean  to  go 
into  these  points,  and  fortunately  for  the 
House,  I  have  no  statistics  in  my  pocket, 
bat  I  also  could  tell  a  story  of  the  enor- 
mous sacrifices  made  by  the  members 
of  my  own  creed.    I  could  not  quote 
-such  large  sums  because  our  population 
is  not  so  large,  and  we  have  to  struggle 
and  work  for  perhaps  the  very  poorest 
population  in  this  country,  and  I  think 
that  is   a    very   strong  point.    I    have 
heard  it  said  that  in  many  board  schools 
th°re  has  been  adopted  a  system  of  dis- 
couraging the   attendance  of  the  rather 
ragged  and  dirty  children  of  the  extreme 
poor.    If    that   is   the  case   there  may 
be  good  reasons  for    it,  but  our  policy 
has  been  distinctly    opposite    to    that, 
lor  we  have  tried  to  bring  the  benefits 
of  education  to  the  extreme  poor   who, 
after  all,   are  the  people  who  most  need 
it    Prom  poverty  people  are  most  likely 
to  drift  into  crime  and  to  become  a  curse 
to'their  country,  and  I  challenge  contra- 
diction when  I  say  that  no  religious  body 
in  this  country  has  done  more  by  going 
intojthe  slums  and  rescuing  children  from 
the  gutter  and  educating  the  children  of 
the  extreme  poor,   and  placing  within 
their  reach   the   benefits  of  education, 
than  the  Catholics.    In  regard  to  this 
straggle  against  poverty  and  misery  and 
sin,  I  venture   to  say  that  when  the 
annals  of  education  in  this  country  come 
to  be  written  as  a  whole,  it  will  be  found 
that  in  the  most  essential  part  of  the 


struggle  the  Citholics  hav>5  bean  fore- 
most in  the  fight. 

I  apologise  for  having  spoken  at 
greater  length  than  I  intended,  but  I 
re  illy  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  we 
believe  that  the  great  sacrifices  we  have 
made  in  the  past  are  now  in  jeopardy, 
that  the  facilities  dangled  before 
us  are  absolutely  futile  for  our  own 
children,  without  some  drastic  reform, 
and  that  this  is  really  a  critical  time 
for  the  souls  of  the  children  throughout 
the  country.  I  implore  your  Lordships 
to  consider  that  it  rests  with  you 
to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  if,  for 
the  reasons  I  and  others  have  suggested, 
we  do  allow  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  to  pass,  we  are  determined 
when  we  meet  in  the  autumn  to  face  the 
responsibilities  of  the  high  trust  we  hold 
and  take  care  that  no  single  child  in 
this  country  shall  have  its  religion  put 
in  jeopardy. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  The  House 
has  heard  with  admiration  the  speech 
of  tie  noble  Duke  who  speaks  with  such 
authority  for  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
country.  The  country  will  be  pleased 
that  the  noble  Duke,  who  speaks  for  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  the  most  reverend 
Primate,  who  speaks  with  equal  authority 
for  the  Church  of  England 

Duke  of  NORFOLK :  I  was  not  as- 
suming any  official  position. 

LoBD  BURGHCLERE:  I  think  the 
noble  Duke  has  taken  a  very  wise  and 
moderate  course  in  not  moving  the  re- 
jection of  this  Bill  upon  its  Second 
Reading.  But,  taking  into  considera* 
tion  the  difficvdties  which  always  arise 
in  this  House  from  the  late  period  of  the 
session  at  which  Bills  of  this  description 
come  before  us,  I  nevertheless  hope  there 
will  be  time  to  ascertain  what  the  opinion 
of  the  country  itself  is  upon  the  measure 
which  has  been  placed  before  us.  Noble 
Lords  have  decided  to  put  off  until  the 
Committee  stage  their  objections  to  the 
various  details  of  this  measure,  and  I 
think  that  coarse  is  most  right  and  j  ust.  I 
venture  to  think  that  it  is  always  difficult 
for  a  speaker  in  your  Lordships'  House, 
when  a  J  great  and  widely-discussed 
measure  .^uch  as  this  has  been  before  the 
country  and  the  House  of  Commons  for 
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several,  months,  to  find  even  some  nook 
or  coiner  where  the  foot  of  the  explorer 
has  not  already  trod.  But  if  it  is  difficult 
on  ordinary  occasions,  it  is  still  more 
difficult  to-night  after  the  lucid  and 
exhaustive  speech  of  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council,  who,  to  my  mind,  went 
minutely  into  the  details  of  the  Bill,  and 
also  to  a  great  extent  answered  the 
objections  which  were  subsequently 
brought  against  it. 

I  listened,  as  your  Lordships  have 
listened,  with  great  respect  and 
attention  to  the  two  speeches  which 
followed  the  speech  of  my  noble  friend 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council. 
We  have  had  a  speech  from  the  noble 
Marquess  who  represented  the  Board  of 
Education  in  the  last  Government,  and 
also  a  speech  from  the  most  rev.  Primate 
who  speaks  with  such  authority  for  the 
Church  of  England.  When  I  heard  that 
they  were  to  be  the  speakers  who  would 
follow  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council 
I  thought  at  first  that  naturally  the 
noble  Marquess  would  deal  with  the  lay 
side  of  the  question,  and  that  the  most 
rev.  Primate  would  deal  with  the  clerical 
side.  But  after  listening  to  the  noble 
Marquess  and  the  most  rev.  Primate,  to 
some  extent  at  any  rate  it  appeared  to  me 
that  the  positions  were  reversed.  The 
noble  Marquess,  was  at  times,  if  I  may 
venture  to  say  so,  even  more  clerical 
in  his  dealing  with  the  Bill  than 
the  clericals  themselves.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess used  very  strong  language  with 
regard  to  the  effects  of  the  Bill  on  the 
Church  of  England,  and  it  was  language 
which  he  did  not  find  in  the  speech  of 
the  most  rev.  Primate.  The  noble 
Marquess  said  the  Bill  was  an  attack 
upon  the  Established  Church,  that  it 
would  assist  Nonconformists  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Church,  and  that  the  Bill 
was  a  stepping-stone  towards  disestab- 
lishment. I  trust  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  that  the  Bill  will  not  be  a 
stepping-stone  across  that  bteful  river. 
I  will,  however,  remind  the  noble  Lord 
that  the  Bill  of  1902  was,  to  my  mind,  one 
which,  more  than  this  measure,  provided 
a  stepping-stone  which  might  lead  more 
directly  to  disestablishment. 

One  question  was  brought  forward  both 
by  the  most  rev.  Primate  and  by  the 
noble  Marquess  with  regard  to  the  qualifi- 
Lord  Buryhclere. 


cations  of  teaohers,  which  I  venture' 
to  think  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  entirely 
grasped.  I  agree  with  the  noble  Marquess 
and  with  the  most  rev.  Primate  that  it 
would  be  almost  a  disastrous  tiling  if 
the  religious  teaching  in  this  country 
was  given  by  teachers  who  did  not 
believe  in  what  they  taught.  At  the 
same  time,  I  venture  to  say  that  thi» 
Bill  contains  no  such  conditions  as  that. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  local  authoiitiea 
are  not  allowed  under  the  Bill  to  impose 
any  religious  test  upon  the  teachers,  but 
if  the  teacher  is  willing  to  undertake  the 
religious  teaching  in  the  school,  un- 
doubtedly the  local  authorities  will 
satisfy  iJiemselves  that  he  is  not  un- 
qualified to  give  that  teaching,  and  if  he 
is  unqualified  they  will  be  obliged  to  get 
someone  else  who  is  qualified  to  under- 
take it. 

The  most  rev.  Primate  pointed  out 
how  much  money  had  been  expended 
on  the  Church  schools,  and  he  asked  if 
those  schools  were  to  be  confisoated.  I 
do  not  wish  for  a  single  moment  to  raise 
any  polemical  discussion  in  this  House, 
but  in  another  place  the  confiscation  of 
these  schools  was  one  of  the  first  com- 
plaints which  were  brought  forward 
against  the  Bill,  and  subsequently  those 
who  preferred  that  charge  came  forward 
and  demanded  that  these  schools  should 
be  confiscated;  if  confiscation  it  be.  I 
would  also  venture  to  point  out  that  in  any 
arrangement  that  is  made  between  the 
provided  schools  and  the  local  authorities 
it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  owners  of  those 
schools,  and  their  fault  alone,  if  oppor- 
tunities are  not  given  for  religious  teach- 
ing on  two  days  in  the  week.  Then  the 
most  rev.  Primate  said  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  teachers  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  parents. 

*The  LORD  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY: What  I  said  was  that 
those  who  had  local  responsibilitaes  in 
regard  to  the  echools  as  managers  or  in 
any  other  capacities,  ought  to  have, 
directly  or  indirectly,  some  voice  in  the 
appointment  of  the  teachers. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  The  most 
rev.  Primate  admits  that  the  vo:ce  of 
the  parents  in  this  matter  is  beneficial. 
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*Ths  lord  archbishop  of  CAN- 
TERBURY: Indirectly. 

LoBD  BURGHCLERE  :  But  have  the 
parents  nothing  to  do  with  the  election 
of  the  local  authorities,  and  can  they 
not  make  their  voices  heard  with  regard 
to  those  local  authorities  with  whom 
the  appointment  of  the  teachers  finally 
rests  !  The  most  rev.  Primate  seemed 
to  me — and  I  hope  I  am  not  misre- 
presenting him — to  have  a  lingering 
desire  to  see  once  more  the  Act  of  1870 
estahlished.  It  may  be  that  the  Act  of 
1870  was  a  good  one,  and  that  it  might 
be  beneficial  at  the  present  moment, 
but  I  would  point  out  with  all  sub- 
mission that  it  is  impossible  to  restore 
the  Act  of  1870,  because  that  Act  was 
killed  by  the  Act  of  1902.  Therefore 
•iter  the  Act  of  1902  has  been  in  opera- 
tiffli,  I  venture  to  think  it  would  be 
quite  impossible  to  restore  once  again 
the  Act  of  1870.  It  is  a  tniism,  no 
doubt,  but  it  is  a  matter  which  I  will 
ventore  to  comment  upon.  It  was 
admitted  by  the  most  rev.  Primate  and 
by  the  noble  Marquess  that  the  Govern- 
ment in  framing  this  Bill  on  this  parti- 
cular occasion,  under  the  particular  con- 
ditions existing,  was  confronted  with 
great  difficulties.  I  think  it  will  also  be 
admitted  that  those  difficulties  were 
not  of  their  own  making.  I  will  also 
venture  to  sa^  that  they  were  not  of 
their  own  seelong.  But  they  arose  from 
recent  events  in  connection  with  the  Act  of 
1902,  and  mainly  from  events  which  have 
taken  place  during  the  last  100  years.  Of 
course,  my  Lords,  if  it  were  possible  to 
make  a  tabula  rasa  of  the  whole  education 
question,  if  we  could  remove  all  the 
accumulation  of  difficulties  which  re- 
ligious strife  and  secular  feeling  has  piled 
np  around  this  question,  it  might  be 
poesible  that  the  Government  of  the  day 
could  have  formulated  a  measure  which 
would  have  been  perfect  perhaps  for 
one  generation,  and  perhaps  some 
years  hence  its  imperfections  might  be 
found  out.  They  might  be  found  out 
twenty-five  years  hence  under  totally 
different  conditions.  In  this  case  that 
was  not  possible,  and  the  Government 
have  had  to  deal  with  the  facts  as  they  are, 
and  I  venture  to  think  that  the  merits 
and  the  demerits  of  this  particular  Bill 
arose  from  the  necessity  and  the  honest 


necessity  to  endeavour  to  steer  a  safe 
course  amid  the  many  rocks  which 
surroimded  them  during  their  voyage. 

Hie  most  rev.  Primate  referred  to  the- 
past  history  of  education  in  this  country. 
He  referred  to  the  Bill  of  1847,  and  t<> 
the  attempt  which  was  made  upon  this 
question  by  Mr.  Bright,  but  I  observe 
that  the  most  rev.  Primate  never  referred 
to  what  took  place  just  100  years  ago- 
when  Mr.  Whitbread  brought  in  his  Paro- 
chial Schools  Bill  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  Bill 
which  was  brought  in  in  that  year  1  It  wa* 
a  Bill  to  place  the  whole  education  of  this 
country  upon  the  rates.    It  was  a  Bill 
to  enable  the  State  to  take  up  educa- 
tion, and  moreover,  it  Was  a  measure  which, 
enabled  Bible  teaching,  and  practicallr 
Bible  teaching  alone,  to  be  given  in  all 
the  schools  in  the  country.    That  Bill 
was  rejected  b"  your  Lordships'  House^ 
and  what  was  the  result  of  that  rejection  ? 
The  result  was  that  the  education  of  this 
country    was   thrown    upon    voluntary 
agencies.  In  the  first  place  the  British  and 
Foreign   Schools  Society   took  np    the- 
matter  for  several  years,  until  a  secessioDi 
occurred  which  was  the  cause  of  the  foun- 
dation of  the  National  Society  which  exists 
up  to  the  present  day,  and  which  was 
constituted  in  order  that  the  children  of 
the  poor  might  be  taught  the  principles  of 
the  Established  Chuch.    Those  socieies- 
went  side  by  side,  and  it  was  the  religious: 
strife    then  stirred    up    which  perhaps  ^ 
has    given    rise    to  all  the  subsequent 
difficulties.     I   venture  to  say   that  it 
was   the  rejection   of  Mr.   Whitbread's 
Bill    in    1807  that   practically  brought 
about    the  present    religious    difficulty 
because    it     meant     that     the     State- 
refused    to    take)'  up    the  •  educational' 
work  of  the  country  %nd  left  it  to  the 
voluntary   system,    and   that   was   the 
origin    of    all    the    voluntary  schools. 
Perhaps  if  the  Bill  had  been  passed  the- 
circumstances  under  which  the  Church 
of  England  was  established  would  have- 
been  different  from  what  they  are  to-day. 
If  in  the  simpler  religious  atmosphere 
which    existed    at    the    commencement 
of    the    19th    century    Bible    teaching- 
had  been  established  in  all  the  schools 
of  the  country  by  the  State,  I  have  not 
the    sUghtest     doubt     that    the    great 
religious  movement  for  which  I  myself; 
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have  the  greatest  respect  would 
brought  about  denominational  teaching 
and  you  would  have  had  at  the  present 
moment  in  all  the  schools,  as  well  as  in 
particular  schools  that  have  denomina- 
tional teaching  on  certain  occasions,  the 
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courage  of  a  very  different  type, 
would  ask  if  that  is  the  final  view 
of  the  Church  at  the  present  moraent  ? 
Is  that  the  view  of  the  most  rev.  Primate  ? 
Is  that  the  vie  w  of  the  larger  portion  of  the 
Church  of  England  at  the  present  moment  ? 


Bible    teaching   which    you    yourselves  '■  Are  they  prepared  to  say  that  they  would 


desire.  But  we  have  to  deal  with  facts 
as  ijthey  are.  I  only  mention  these 
historical  facts  because  they  occurred  at 
the  great  crisis  when  religious  education 
was  rejected,  and  I  trust  &om  the  bottom 
of  my  heart  that  this  House  will  not 
now  repeat  that  same  mistake  at  a  crisis 
■which,  to  all  those  who  desire  to  see 
reUgiotf  s  teaching  in  this  country,  is,  to  my 
mind,  a  much  more  serious  crisis  than 
that  of  1807. 


in 


I   have    said    that    the    Government 
were    surrounded    with    difl&culties 
bringing   in   this   Bill.      Many 
tions  have  been  made  as  to  an  alternative 
scheme,  but  I  have  never  heard  of  one  I 
that    was    at    all    workable.      It    has ! 
been   suggested   that   we    should   have 
full  popular  control  and,  at  the  same 
time,  adopt  the  policy  of  secularising  the 
schools.    In  my  opinion  the  secularisa-  i 
tion  of  our  schools  is  against  the  popular 
-will  of  the  country,  because  the  people 
desire  religious  education  in  the  schools  ' 
and   they   desire   to   have   a    Christian  i 
education.    My  noble  friend  the  Lord 
President  pointed  out  that  if  you  wanted  j 
an  evidence  of  what  the  voice  of  the  ' 
country  was  at  the  last  general  election  I 
you  had  it  definitely  placed  before  you  by  > 
that  overwhelming  vote  against  the  secular 
system  of  education  the  other  day  in  the 
House  of  Commons.    Who  is  it  that  wishes 
to  have  secular  teaching  in  the  place  of 
what  I  would  call  Cowper-Templeism  ?  i 
For  the  moment  I  would  put  on  one  side 
those  who  do  not  "believe  in  any  religion 
whatever.    How  many  of  the  pareats 
are    there    who    prefer    to    see    secular 
education  rather  than  the  establishment 
of   imdenominational    education   in    all ' 
our   schools  ?    I   venture   to   say   that 
they  are  a  very  small  and  unimportant 
section   of  the  community.    Of  course 
I  honour  their  consistency,  and  I  admire 
their  courage,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
those   who    wish   the   children   of   this 
country  to  have  any  religious  teaching 
at  all,  if  they  prefer  secularism  to  re- 
ligious    education,     are     exhibiting    a 

Lord  Burghclere. 


rather  see  secularism  established  in  every 
school  in  the  country  than  simple  Bible 
teaching  or  Cowper-Templeism  ?  If  they 
are  so  prepared,  all  I  can  say  is  that  I 
regret  it,  and  they  take  a  very  great  re- 
sponsibility ufK)n  themselves,  for  it  would 
be  difiScult  and  almost  impossible,  if  the 
Church  of  England  demanded  that  secular 
teaching  should  be  given  in  every  school, 
for  the  Grovemment  of  the  day  to  take 
it  upon  themselves  to  resist  it.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  do  desire  undenomin- 
ational teaching,  they  cannot  hive  it 
both  ways.  They  cannot  denounce  this 
Bill  on  the  one  hand  because  it  institutes 
Cowper-Templeism,  and  on  the  other 
hand  with  the  same  breath  denounce 
secularism.  The  choice  is  solely  be- 
tween undenominational  teaching  on  the 
one  hand  and  secularism  on  the  other. 
The  country  resists  secularism  and 
chooses  religious  teaching,  and  therefore 
it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  have  an  alter- 
native scheme  to  the  GrOvemment  Bill 

It  has  been  said  — andl  admit  that  it  it 
a  very  plausible  and  attractive  argument 
— ^that  all  denominations  should  have 
the  right  of  entry  into  these  schools,  so 
that^every  denomination  might  have  its 
own  particular  teacher.  That  argument 
has  an  attractive  side,  but  I  would  ask  your 
Lordships  to  consider  whether  such  a 
proposition  b  workable.  Is  it  possible  ? 
Would  it  not,  on  the  one  hand,  disor- 
ganise the  schools  of  the  country,  and  on 
the  other  hand  tend,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  destroy  the  discipline  that  at  present 
exists  in  the  schools  ?  I  venture  to  say 
that  it  is  unworkable,  because  if  yon 
admit  one  sect  you  must  admit  all  the 
sects,  and  in  the  large  majority  of  the 
schools  of  this  country  there  are  not 
sufficient  separate  rooms  in  which  tiie 
teaching  of  these  sects  could  take  place. 
It  would  destroy  the  discipline  of  the 
schools,  because  you  would  be  importing 
an  untrained  teacher  to  give  the  par- 
ticular denominational  instruction  de- 
sired. I  heard  the  other  day  in 
Birmingham  of  an  instance  where  tiiia 
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jMovision  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
tried,  and  when  the  teacher  came  in 
to  give  the  denominational  instruction 
the  discipline  of  the  school  was  so  thor- 
oa^y  upset  that  they  had  to  call  in  the 
regular  teacher  to  keep  order  whilst  his 
imtrsined  colleague  was  explaining  the 
religious  teaching  which  he  had  come  to 
offer  them.  How  are  yon  going  to  carry 
that  oot  in  schools  where  there  are 
several  sects  ?  How  are  you  going  to 
provide  enough  permanent  teachers  in 
the  country  to  keep  order  while  the  un- 
trained teacher  comes  in  to  explain  the 
particular  teaching  which  he  is  going  to 
give  ?  I  venture  to  think,  my  Lords,  as 
I  have  said  before,  that  the  right  of  entry 
into  the  schools  is  a  rather  attractive 
proposal,  but  it  is  unworkable,  and 
we  may  at  once  dismiss  that  solution 
of  the  problem. 

Then  it  has  been  proposed  that  we 
should  return  to  the  dual  system  which 
existed  in  this  country  before  1902, 
— that  we  should  return  to  the  system 
of  board  schools  on  the  one  hand  and 
voluntary  schools  on  the  other.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  Bill  of  1902 
which*  placed  the  voluntary  schools  on 
the  rates  for  the  first  time  has  now  made 
it  absolutely  impossible  for  us  to  revert  to 
the  system  that  existed  prior  to  that  date. 
What  remains  1  I  venture  to  say  that 
this  and  this  only  remains — we  should 
have  also  the  dual  system  of  management ; 
we  should  make  Cowper-Temple  teaching 
universal  in  the  schools,  with  special 
&ci]ities  for  those  denominational  bodies 
who  wish  denominational  teaching,  within 
school  hours,  at  the  expense  of  the  denomi- 
nation, in  all  transferred  voluntary  schools  ; 
and  give,  moreover,  extended  facilities 
where  all  or  at  any  rate  the  greater  part  of 
the  children  and  their  parents  belong  to 
one  particular  denomination  alone. 
Those  are  the  two  principles  of  the 
present  Bill,  and  I  venture  to  think,  in 
the  absence  of  a  more  moderate  arrange- 
ment of  the  religious  difficulty  between 
the  various  churches  concerned,  that 
this  solution  is  the  only  practical  one 
that  I,  for  my  part,  have  seen  put  for- 
ward. You  vnll  say  it  is  a  compromise. 
Of  course  it  is  a  compromise.  It  is 
impoesible  in  this  country,  with  all  its 
past  history  and  all  that  has  been  built 
up,  to  reverse  in  a  moment  all  that  has 
gone    before.    Every    measure    of    this 
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sort  must  be  a  compromise,  -and  even 
compromises  have  their  advantages.  The 
Bill  of  1870  was  a  compromise  which 
ksted  for  thirty  years.  The  Bill  of 
1902  was  a  compromise,  and  how  many 
years  did  it  last  ?  How  many  years 
wes  it  likely  to  last  ?  Like  all  other 
compromises,  this  Bill  does  not  com- 
pletely satisfy  either  party  in  the 
matter.  For  my  own  part,  the  fact 
that  both  Parties  find  something  to 
complain  of  suggests  to  me,  at  any 
rate,  that  the  Government  have  been 
steering  a  middle,  a  right,  and  a  judicious 
course. 

I  have  heard  complaints  made  to-nij^t 
and  before  to  the  effect  that  if  you 
go  to  the  very  root  of  this  Bill  you 
will  find  vital  objections.    In  the  first 

f>Iace,  the  most  rev.  Primate  said  that 
ocal  authorities  need  not  take  over 
voluntary  schools  at  all,  and  that  therefore 
the  voluntary  schools  that  existed  at 
the  present  moment,  that  is,  the  non- 
provided  schools,  would  not  be  taken 
over  by  the  local  authorities.  Now, 
if  there  is  one  complaint  I  remember 
hearing  about  the  Bill  of  1902  from 
the  fanners  of  this  country  it  was 
that  it  very  materially  raised  the 
rates,  but  I  venture  to  think  that  if 
the  local  authorities  were  to  refuse  in  all 
the  rural  parishes  to  take  over  a  school 
which  was  fit  and  proper  for  the  teaching 
of  the  children,  and  commenced  setting 
up  and  building  new  schools,  they  would 
soon  hear  complaints  from  the  ratepayers 
which  would  very  speedily  drive  them 
from  the  position  they  were  taking  up. 
Therefore,  it  comes  to  this,  that  in 
those  schools  it  rests  with  the  owners 
whether  denominational  teaching  is 
to  be  carried  on.  As  I  understand 
the  Bill,  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  it  rests  with  the  owners  of 
those  schools  to  make  their  own  terms 
with  the  local  authorities  as  to  whether 
two  days  a  week  should  be  given  to 
dmominational  teaching  or  not.  I  believe 
there  are  about  8,000  single  school  dis- 
tricts in  the  country  which  have  non- 
provided  or  voluntary  schools.  I  have 
often  heard  it  put  forward  as  a  resaon 
why  we  should  pay  special  attention 
to  the  maintenance  of  voluntary  schools 
in  these  villages,  that  since  the  year  1870 
the  Nonconformist  bodies  have  never 
taken   upon   themselves  the   obligation 
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of  building  schools,  and  therefore  in 
those  villages  a  difficulty  has  arisen 
which  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  and 
which,  after  all,  is  the  main  crux  of  this 
BiU.  That  is  the  difficulty  which  exists 
in  regard  to  Nonconformists  who  say 
that  they  are  forced  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  denominational  schools  where 
they  have  to  Ksten  to  tenets  of  which 
they  do  not  approve.  That  is  not 
the  fault  of  the  Nonconformists, 
but  it  is  largely  the  fault  of  the 
Act  of  1870,  which,  as  the  most  rev. 
Primate  pointed  out,  was  an  Act  in 
favour  of  voluntary  schools  and  in  no 
way  in  favour  of  other  schools.  That 
Act  gave  priority  to  voluntary  organisa- 
tions. Time  was  allowed  in  order  that 
voluntary  schools  might  be  built  in 
various  areas  of  the  country  and  grants 
were  made  towards  the  building  of 
those  schools.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
laid  down  imder  the  Act  that  no  other 
schools  should  be  established  in  those 
various  areas  where  already  volun- 
tary schools  existed  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  children.  How,  then,  can 
you  say  it  is  the  fault  ofr  the  Noncon- 
formists in  these  various  villages  that 
during  all  this  time  they  have  never 
built  schools  of  their  own  1  And  how 
«an  you  say  that  they  are  at  all  to  blame 
for  the  existence  of  voluntary  schools 
everywhere  in  these  villages  at  the  present 
moment  ? 

Another  objection  which  has  been 
particularly  brought  against  this 
Bill  is  that  it  wU  establish  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching  in  all  the  voluntary 
schools.  We  are  told  that  that  teaching 
is  incomplete  ;  we  are  told  by  some  that 
it  is  the  establishment  of  a  new  religion. 
I  venture  to  ask  how  can  you  call 
imdenominational  teaching  a  reUgion  ? 
You  might  as  well  call  the  founda- 
tion of  a  house  the  house  that  has 
been  built  upon  it.  Undenominational 
teaching  is  the  foundation  upon  which 
you  can  erect  teaching,  whether  it  be 
that  of  a  temple,  a  church,  or  a  chapel. 
I  venture  also  to  think  that  elementary 
Christian  teaching  is  especially  adapted 
to  elementary  schools.  I  admit  at  once 
that  Roman  Catholics  may  regard  this 
Cowper-Templeism  with  a  different  eye 
from  other  Christian  sects.  I  observed 
the  other  day — and  it  shows  how  broad 
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is  this  basis  of  undenominational  teaching 
— ^that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Minister  for  Education  told  us  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  he  knew  of 
Catholic  teachers  in  board  schools  who, 
at  the  present  moment,  gave  unde- 
nominational teaching  to  the  children 
with  satisfaction  to  themselves  and  satis- 
faction to  the  children  of  the  parents,  and 
without  any  harm  to  their  own  religion. 
The  other  day  the  most  rev.  Fnmate 
initiated  a  debate  of  great  importance 
with  regard  to  the  syllabuses  which, 
at  the  present  moment,  are  used  in 
the  various  undenominational  schools, 
and  on  that  occasion  I  ventured  to 
suggest,  with  all  humility,  that  surely 
the  time  had  coire,  if  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  you  are  to  have  undenomi* 
national  teaching  in  all  our  schools,  when 
sectarian  rivalries  might  be  set  aside, 
when  the  representatives  of  the  Chaich  of 
England  and  the  Free  Churches  might 
meet  together  and  issue  a  syllabus  which 
would  be  accepted  as  a  satisfactory 
foundation,  and  a  Christian  foundation, 
by  all  sides.  I  know  it  has  been  said 
that  this  is  impossible ;  it  has  been 
said  that  we  wish  to  enforce  a  com> 
pulsory  syllabus  upon  all  the  schools 
of  the  country.  For  my  part  I  really 
cannot  see  why  the  Stete  ^ould  not 
take  upon  itself  the  duty  of  formulating 
a  syllabus  for  all  the  schools  of  the 
country  in  the  same  way  as  the  London 
School  Board  issued  a  syllabus  which 
was  agreed  to  by  both  Churchmen  and 
Nonconformists.  But  if  that  be  im- 
possible I  will  withdraw  that  suggestion 
and  ask  why  you  should  not  form 
a  model  syllabus  which  has  the  assent 
of  both  Nonconformists  and  Churchmen 
which  might  be  issued  to  alllihe  schools. 
I  think  if  a  syllabus  of  that  description 
came  with  such  authority  behind  it 
it  would  undoubtedly  be  accepted 
by  nine-tenths  of  the  schools  of  the 
coimtry.  I  observed  in  the  papers 
yesterday  a  letter  from  various  Noncon- 
formists, gentlemen  of  great  Jauthorily, 
representing  all  the  various  Free  Churches 
in  which  they  said  that  they  were  perfeotij 
willing  that  the  Bible  teaching 'in  our 
schools  should  be  read  in  the  light  of  the 
Apostles'  Creed.  In  the  syllabuses  of 
the  country  at  the  present  moment  yon 
have  the  history  portion  of  the  Old 
and   New  Testaments,    the    Decal(^e, 
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the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  the  Parables  and  the  Miracles 
«f  the  New  Testament.  Now,  if  these 
form  the  portion  of  our  Christian 
religion  which  is  to  be  read  in  the  light 
of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  surely  you  could 
not  have  a  surer  foundation  upon  which 
to  build  in  after  time  the  higher  dogmas 
of  the  different  creeds. 

We  are  told  that  the  Bill  is  unjust.  I 
Am  told  that  facilities  are  not  given 
in  provided  schools.  I  am  told  that  it 
would  be  a  just  Bill  if  you  gave  the 
same  facilities  in  the  board  schools 
and  the  provided  schools  aa  it  is 
proposed  to  give  in  non-provided  schools. 
Those  facilities  have  not  been  given 
for  thirty  years  past  and  they  have  not 
l)een  asked  for;  30,000,000  of  Christian 
■children  have  'been  educated  without 
them,  and  I  challenge  anyone  to  show 
that  any  definite  accusation  khas  been 
brought  that  any  single  one  of  those 
•children  has  suffered  in  his  or  her 
religious  education  on  that  account. 
These  schools  were  not  affected  by  the 
Bill  of  1902.  The  Bill  which  is  brought 
In  to-day  is  a  corrollary  of  the  Bill  of  1902. 
!Fhe  voluntary  schools,  on  the  other  hand, 
And  th.e  non-provided  schools,  were 
affected  by  the  Bill  of  1902.  They 
were  put  on  the  rates,  and  the  problem 
~the  Government  had  to  meet  was  not 
~to  bring  about  some  new  system  in  all 
the  (chools  of  the  country,  but  how 
justly  to  settle  the  difficulty  which  had 
l)een  created  by  putting  the  denomina- 
tional schools  on  the  rates.  They  pro- 
pose to  settle  that  question  in  this 
Bill  and  to  settle  it  justly.  We  are 
^ving  public  control  over  public  money, 
and  without  infringing  on  the  rights 
■of  any  denominational  schools,  ^ey 
are  able  to  have  two  days  a  week  for 
their  denominational  teaching.  That  is 
the  only  problem  before  the  country, 
and  that  is  why  the  non-provided  schools 
liave  been  left  out.  They  are  schools 
which  have  been  for  thirty  years  past 
'excepted  with  general  consent,  and  I 
venture  to  think  with  general  approval. 
1  ccmtend  that  this  Bill  meets  this  par- 
ticular difficulty.  It  gives  denomina- 
"tional  teaching  on  two  days  in  the 
week  in  schools  that  were  denominational 
Iwfore.  Where  four-fifths  of  the  parents 
■of  the  children  demand  it  the  BiU  gives 
•denonunationol  teaching  and  denomina* 


tional  teachers  with  the  denominational 
atmosphere  which  has  been  asked  for 
by  those  who  support  that  demand. 
Moreover,  it  provides  that  should  the  local 
authority  in  any  way  take  an  arbitrary 
line,  and  refuse  to  take  over  these  four- 
fifths  schools,  there  is  an  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Education  who  may  step  in 
and  give  relief  by  making  that  school  a 
state-aided  school. 

In  conclusion,  I  venture  to  ask,  can 
it  be  said,  in  view  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties wluch  the  Government  had  to 
encounter  that  this  is  an  unjust  BiU  I 
It  is  not  a  perfect  Bill ;  what  Bill  is 
perfect  ?  It  is  a  Bill  which  possibly  may 
be  amended.  Every  Bill  may  receive 
Amendments,  except  the  Bill  which  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  was  concerned 
with  in  1902,  when  no  Amendments  were 
allowed  in  this  House.  It  meets  the 
demand  which  was  made  at  the  last  general 
election;  it  does  away  with  the  injus- 
tices which  Were  brought  about  by  the 
Aot  of  1902.  It  does  away  with  all  those 
injustices  without  substitnting  others. 
If  that  is  true,  and  holding,  as  I  do,  that 
it  is  the  only  practical  solution  which 
can  be  applied  to  this  vexed  question 
which  is  of  the  highest  national  import- 
ance, I  venture  to  hope  that  your  Lord- 
ships will  give  a  Second  Reading  to  the 
Bill  and  that  it  will  ultimately  become 
the  law  of  the  land. 

*Thb  Eabl  op  MALMESBURY:  I 
feel  that  I  owe  an  apology  to  your  Lord- 
ships for  taking  up  the  time  of  the  House 
at  this  early  stage  of  the  debate,  but  my 
excuse  is  the  Resolution  which  stands 
in  my  name,  and  which,  as  your  Lord- 
ships no  doubt  are  aware,  I  do  not  intend 
to  press.  The  Resolution  which  I  have 
placed  upon  the  Paper  is  in  the  following 
terms — 

"  That  thii  House,  before  asseEting  to  the 
Second  Reading,  desires  to  express  its  opinion 
that  the  system  of  public  education  in  this 
country  should  be  confined  to  instruction  in 
secular  subjects,  and  that  facilities  should  be 
provided  in  all  State  schools,  within  .school 
hours,  but  not  at  the  public  charge,  for  reliKioas 
teaching  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
parents  of  the  children." 

May  I  at  the  same  time  ask  your  Lord- 
ships' kind  indulgence — an  indulgence 
wluoh  has  always  been  granted  to  those 
who,  like  myself,  have  taken  little  or  no 
part  in  the  debates  in  your  Lordshipe' 
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House.  I  hope  that,  although  the  Beso- 
lution  which  I  have  placed  upon  the 
Paper  has  found  no  favour  on  either  side 
of  the  House,  nothing  which  I  shall 
say  will  be  misconstrued  or  in  any  way 
give  ofience  to  noble  Lords  on  either 
side.  In  <-uggesting  such  a  Besolution 
of  a  secular  character  I  should  like  to 
explain,  if  I  may,  that  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion  to  beUttle  the  importance  of  keeping 
religion  alive  in  this  country.  But  it  is 
in  order  to  remove  religious  discussions 
from  the  sphere  of  politics  that  I  have 
placed  this  Besolution  on  the  Paper. 
When  an  Education  Bill  is  brought 
before  the  country,  we  hear  practically 
very  little  of  its  educational  side.  The 
educational  side  of  education  appears  to 
be  of  no  importance  whatever,  although 
perhaps  that  seems  somewhat  contradic- 
tory. The  part  of  the  Bill  which  is  dis- 
cussed in  every  shape  and  form  is  that 
which  deals  with  religious  instruction. 
The  reason  why  I  placed  this  Besolution 
on  the  Paper  is  that  I  wish  to  make  the 
State  fair  and  just  to  all  its  subjects 
of  whatever  denomination.  If  I  wus 
to  begin  from  the  beginning  of  educa- 
tion in  this  country,  I  am  afraid  I  should 
be  told  by  noble  Lords  opposite  that  I 
am  prejudiced,  because  we  must  all 
admit  that  it  was  the  Church  of  England 
which  first  gave  education  in  this  country, 
and  it  is  just  because  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land occupies  that  strong  position  to-day 
which  it  in  consequence  deserves  that  there 
is  a  strong  feeling  hostile  to  that  great 
position,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  too  that 
Churchmen  are  prepared  to  fight  for 
what  they  consider  to  be  their  rights.  I 
do  not  ask  for  more  justice  for  them 
than  other  denominations  ask  for  them- 
selves. All  I  ask  is  that  the  scheme 
which  is  embodied  in  the  terms  of  my 
Besolution  may  at  all  events  so  present 
itself,  even  if  not  approved  by  your 
Lordsips'  House,  that  in  the  years  to 
come  it  may  be  the  foundation-stone 
of  a  State  secular  system  which  will 
give  an  equal  welcome  to  all  religions 
denominations.  I  notice  that  in  another 
place  this  subject  was  discussed,  and  I 
am  aware  that  it  would  be  useless  for 
me  to  say  that  in  the  House  of  Commons 
the  secular  education  Besolution  met  with 
approbation.  I  have  always  felt  that 
so  long  as  we  attempt  to  build  Education 
Bill  upon  Education  Bill  we  shall  fail. 

The  Earl  of  MalmeAw-y. 


What  I  want  and  what  I  very  respectfully 
ask  the  noble  Eari,  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council,  to  consider  is  whether  it 
would  not  have  been  far  more  practicable 
to  have  wiped  out  all  the  old  systems 
beginningwith  the  Act  of  1870,  and  to  have 
introduced  a  system  which  would  hare 
taken  no  thought  and  consideration  for 
existing  conditions.  There  are  many 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  State  system.  I  am  not 
prepared,  and  it  would  be  bold  of  me  te 
attempt  to  do  so,  to  give  in  detail  any 
suggestion  of  any  of  the  schemes  of  such 
a  system.  It  is  a  matter  of  indifference- 
to  me,  so  far  as  I  can  understand  it 
personally,  whether  religious  instruction 
IS  given  by  specially  qualified  teachers^ 
under  an  education  authority,  or  whether 
the  right  of  entry  is  given  to  clergymen 
of  various  denominations.  But  one  thingr 
my  Lords,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  all 
these  concessions  will  be  of  no  value 
whatever  unless  we  insist  that  rehgions 
instruction  shall  take  place  within  school 
hours.  It  is  no  use  saying  that  chUdreii 
can  go  and  play  outside  when  reUgioas 
instruction  is  being  given..  It  is  no  oae 
saying  that  even  a  moral  code  of  in- 
struction,of  which  we  have  heard  so  muchr 
is  sufiicient.  It  is  no  use  making 
any  of  these  concesaons ;  you  most 
either  say  that  no  religious  instruction 
can  be  given  in  a  school  at  all,^  or 
you  must  give  equal  facilities  to  all  those 
who  represent  various  classes  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects.  I  know  that  in  this 
House  we  have  had  the  rare  privilege 
of  listenin  g  to  the  brilliant  speech,  if  I  may 
respectfully  say  so,  of  the  most  rev. 
Primate.  If  there  was  any  Member  of 
this  House  who  in  any  way  underrated 
the  importance  of  religious  instruction, 
after  that  speech  he  would  have  been 
entirely  converted  ;  but  may  I  say  that  I 
am  certain  that  in  the  future  this  Act  of 
1906,  whether  it  is  amended  in  Committee 
or  not,  will  have  to  give  way  to  a  much 
wider  and  more  far-reachmg  Act  at 
no  very  distant  date  t 

I  have-  trespassed  very  considerably 
upon  your  Lordships'  time,  but  I 
wish  to  say,  before  I  conclude,  that 
I  noticed'  in  one  of  the  leading 
journals  which  was  kind  enough  to 
give  me  some  notice  that  one  exception 
which  that  journal  took  to  my  suggestion 
was  that  I  asserted  the  rights  of  pareit* 
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and  igaored  the  lighta  of  teachers. 
KoH,I  venture  to  say  that  the  rights  of 
-parents  and  the  rights  of  teachers  are 
liardly  to  be  mentioned  in  the  same 
hreath.  The  right  of  parents  to  have 
their  children  educated  in  whatever 
iaith  they  like  is  one  which  I  think  no 
Member  of  joor  Lordships'  House  will 
•deny.  It  is  for  that  very  reason  that  I 
ieel  that  the  principle  which  this  Bill  em- 
ibodies  will  prevent  many  of  the  most 
sacred  ideals  which  generations  of  English- 
men have  held  most  dear  being  realised. 
I  do  not  wish,  and  it  would  be  out  of  place 
on  my  part  to  presume  to  dictate  to  your 
Lordships  whether  I  think  this  or  that 
point  has  been  neglected.  Although  I 
withdraw  my  Resolution  and  do  not  even 
press  it  for  discussion,  I  do  so  not 
because  I  have  lost  conviction  in 
regard  to  the  principle  which  it  embodies, 
but  because  I  thmk  I  shoud  b«  very 
grievously  wasting  the  valuable  time 
of  your  Lordships  House  by  pressing 
H,  and  I  fear  that  the  time  as  it  is  is 
far  too  short  fairly  to  discuss  the  im- 
portant measure  which  is  now  before 
the  House.  It  is  said  that  this  scheme 
of  secularising  all  schools  of  the  Stata 
would  cost  much  more  money ;  we  are 
also  told  that  it  would  cost  too  much 
to  take  over  all  the  voluntary  schools. 
But  is  that  not  an  admission  that  volun- 
tary schools  have  rights,  and  not  only 
have  they  rights  of  conscience  but  rights 
of  property  ?  Whatever  happens  in  the 
future  I  hope  the  Grovernment  will  make 
op  its  mind  to  go  to  the  expense  of  taking 
over  the  voluntary  schools  and  making 
them  State  schools,  thus  tstking  education 
out  of  the  hands  of  local  authorities, 
and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  a  central 
body  or  department.  Whatever  may  be 
the  ultimate  decision  it  would  be  quite 
easy  if,  instead'  of  dividing  the  country 
into  local  areas,  it  was  divided  into 
odncational  districts,  under  the  control 
of  the  head  office  at  TVhitehall  or  wherever 
else  it  might  be.  I  know  my  scheme 
U  unworkable  under  existing  conditions, 
but  I  feel  certiin  that  the  time  will 
•come,  and  I  feel  sure  we  shall  live 
to  see  that  time,  or  at  all  events 
the  next  generation  will  see  it,  when 
all  education  will  be  national,  and 
when  this  religious  dissension  which 
IB  so  painful  and  which  has  made 
leligion  a  subject  of  electoral  addresses 


and  has  caused  it  to  be  dragged  into  the 

contest  of  the  polling  booth,  will  cease. 

There  are  only  two  more  remarks  which 

I  have  to  make  —  the  first  is  that 
in  the  Army  school  regulations  in  Section 
65  provision  b  made  for  the  clergy- 
men of  various  denominations,  at  hours 
at  the  discretion  of  the  commanding 
officer,  to  come  in  and  give  religious 
instruction.  I  should  like  to  know 
why  that  system  which  prevails  in  the 
Army  schools  cannot  be  extended  to 
schools  of  another  character.  Finally, 
my  Lords,  I  will,  with  every  respect 
to  your  Lordships'  House,  add  this  one 
remark.  The  noble  Lord  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  wound  up  his  speech  by  saying 
that  he  hoped  the  time  would  come 
when  differences  would  cease  between 
the  various  sections  of  those  who  are 
in  disagreement  over  this  particular 
Bill.  All  I  say  is  that  so  long  as  this 
religious  controversy  is  made  the  subject 
of  Party  politics,  so  long  as  measures 
I  of  the  kind  now  before  your  Lordships' 
1  House  are  introduced  into  Parliament, 
'  so  long  will  religious  dbsension  and 
acrimonious  discussions  continue.  It  is  no 
use  crying  "  Peace,  Peace,"  when  we  know 
I  full  well  there  is  no  peace  for  those  who 
.  prize  liberty  of  conscience.  I  apologise 
,  to  the  House  for  detaining  your  Lordships 
for  so  long. 

Thb  lord  BISHOP  op  ST.  ASAPH :  I 
make  bold  to  intervene  in  this  debate  not, 
I  hope,  without  justification.  Speaking 
'  in  the  name  of  my  diosese,  and  unless  I 
'  did  that  I  should  hold  my  peace,  I  may 
state  the  fact  that  the  diocese  of  St. 
'  Asaph  has  done  much,  and  if  this  Bill  as 
it  stands  beoomes  law  would  suffer  much, 
in  the  cause  of  education.  In  1870,  Mr. 
Forster  said  that  if  all  the  country  had 
been  as  well  equipped  with  schools  as  the 
diosese  of  St.  Asaph  was,  it  might  have 
been  unnecessary  for  Parliament  then  to 
intervene.  A  further  testimony  to  the 
work  done  in  that  diocese  was  given  by 
Mr.  Gladstone  when  in  1873  he  opposed 
the  formation  of  a  school  board  in  the 
parish  of  Hawarden,  because  he  preferred 
voluntary  and  free  action  where  it  was 
possible.  A  study  of  educational  pro- 
gress in  Wales  reveals  how  large  a  part 
these  voluntary  efforts  of  Churchmen 
formed  in  creating  and  stimulating  that 
educational  zeal  for  which  the  Principality 
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>8  now  conspicuous.  And  Churchmen  in 
Wales  may  feel  an  honest  pride  in  the 
fact  that  their  sacrifices  and  generosity 
have  not  been  sectional,  and  that  the 
Intermediate  Schools  and  University 
Colleges  of  to-day  have  drawn  the  bulk 
of  their  donations  and  subscriptions  from 
Churchmen.  The  Bill  now  before  your 
Lordships'  House  lends  fresh  emphasis  to 
what  I  have  said.  Part  III.  is  hardly  an 
integral  part  of  the  Bill  but  an  appendix, 
which  by  its  very  independence  and 
detachment  marks  with  gratitude  the 
efiorts  of  Wales  in  this  and  other  causes. 
As  a  Welshman  therefore  in  discussing 
this  Bill,  I  turn  first  to  this  postscript  in 
which  for  Welshmen  Ues  a  difEerential 
interest. 

^  approach  the  discussion  of  Part 
III.  with  an  open  mind.  Its  sup- 
posed authorship  must  not  be  laid 
either  to  its  credit  or  discredit.  If  it 
can  be  proved  that  Fart  III.  is  for  the 
best  interest  of  education  in  Wales,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  withhold  support  by 
reason  of  some  supposed  taint  in  its 
parentage.  Your  Lordships  are  no  doubt 
aware  ^at  a  Central  Board  for  Welsh 
Intermediate  Education  was  formed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1889,  the 
functions  of  this  Board  being  to  provide 
and  pay  for  the  examination  and  invpec- 
tion  of  the  county  schools,  the  organisa- 
tion of  a  pension  scheme,  the  collection 
and  circulation  of  educational  informa- 
tion, and  the  arranging  of  conferences 
of  governing  bodies  or  of  teachers. 
It  may  fairly  be  urged  that  we  have 
here  a  precedent  and  an  example  for 
constituting  a  somewhat  similar  body 
to  deal  with  education  of  all  kinds 
in  Wales.  A  farther  indication,  if  not 
confirmation,  of  the  application  of  a  like 
principle  may  be  found  in  the  Act  of  1902 
(17  (5)),  which  enables  county  councils 
to  unite  for  the  forming  of  a  Joint 
Education  Committee.  So  far  for  pre- 
cedents. 

I  now  come  to  the  much  more  difficult 
question  of  the  general  acceptance  in 
Wales  of  the  principle  involved  in 
Part  III.  It  is  true  that  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted  at  Cardiff  last 
Haidi — 

"  That  this  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  it  is 

expedient   to   create  a    Conncil    for   Wales, 

ispeoting  Welsh  Education  Aathorities,  which 

The  Lord  Bithop  of  St.  Asaph. 


shall  have  powers  to  sapoly,  and  to  aid  the 
supply  of  eaocatioD  of  all  Kinds  in  Wales  aixE 
Monmouthahire. " 

That  resolution,  while  accepting  the 
principle,  did  not  of  course  in  any  way 
commit  its  supporters  to  the  acceptance 
of  Part  m.  in  the  present  Bill.  Per- 
sonally I  must  frankly  say  that  at 
Cardiff  I  was  not  able  to  go  beyond  the 
suggestion  that  a  Committee  should  be 
formed  to  consider  whether  "  the  forma- 
tion of  such  a  National  Council  was 
expedient."  I  should  be  tampering  with 
accuracy  if  I  led  the  House  to  beheve 
that  Churchmen  in  Wales  were  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  such  a  Council.  They 
are  absolutely  unanimous  in  support  of 
any  proposal  which  would  further  the 
interests  of  education.  But  it  would  be 
idle  to  conceal  the  fact  that  a  large 
section  in  Wales,  by  no  means  confin^ 
to  Churchmen,  view  this  proposal  with 
a  distrust  which  is  not  unnatural.  It  is 
matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the 
authorship  of  Part  III.  is  attributed 
to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
It  may  be  within  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  three  years  ago  an  attempt 
was  made  to  bring  about  an  educational 
concordat  in  the  diocese  of  St.  Asaph. 
In  these  and  subsequent  negotiations 
I  found  the  President  to  be  a  man  whose 
word  I  could  trust,  and  one  who  showed 
throughout  a  readiness  to  reciprocate- 
a  spirit  of  concession  and  generosity. 
Having  said  this  of  the  leader,  I  am 
equally  bound  to  give  my  opinion  of  his 
followers  of  nhom  I  have  an  intimate 
experience  in  Wales.  The  extreme 
section — you  have  their  affinities  in 
England — approach  this,  question  in  a 
narrow  and  a  persecuting  spirit,  and  I 
say  without  hesitation  that  fair-minded 
men  in  Wales  view  with  misgivings  the 
bare  possibihty  of  handing  over  educa- 
tion to  those  who  would  impart  into  its 
management  the  destructive  elements  of 
bias  and  bitterness.  While,  therefore,. 
I  recognise  that  this  proposal  is  not 
without  relevant  precedents  to  support 
it,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  as  it 
stands  the  people  of  Wales  ore  un- 
animously in  its  &Tour. 

Apart  from  considerations  which  majr 
be  regarded  as  personal  or  ephemeral,  Parb 
in.  raises  questions  of  a  constitutional 
character.    These  have  not  received  due 
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discmdon  in  another  place.  Devolution  is 
iovolved  in  this  proposal,  but  that  does 
not  in  itself  condemn  the  proposal.  If 
then  is  to  be  devolation,  then  one  thing 
most  be  made  secure.  The  question  oi 
responsibility  must  be  established  on  in- 
telUgible  lines.  The  bottom  &ot  in  all 
these  proposals  is  money,  and  it  may  be 
well  to  remind  the  House  that  the  total 
education  grants  under  this  proposal 
which  would  be  handed  over  to  the 
Council  amount  to  £800,000  a  year. 
Part  m.  therefore  involves  the  transfer- 
ence of  great  financial  responsibiUties. 
One  aspect  of  this  problem  can  be  illus- 
trated from  actual  experience  in  Wales. 
The  practice  of  the  Welsh  Central  Board 
raised  the  question  of  dual  responsibility. 
They  claimed  that  the  Art  and  Science 
giants  should  be  paid  over  to  them, 
sad  allocated  upon  the  results  of  the  ex- 
aminations held  by  their  own  Welsh  in- 
spectors. The  Board  of  Education  held 
that  they  were  responsible  to  Parliament 
for  the  money,  and  that  they  therefore 
most  be  responsible  for  the  examination 
which  determined  its  allocation.  The 
result  was  friction  between  two  sets  of 
inspectors,  and  the  undoubted  fact  that 
the  inspection  by  the  Board  of  ISducation 
wss  more  searching,  and  the  standard 
more  uniform,  than  that  of  the  inspectors 
appointed  by  the  Welsh  Central  Board. 
It  is  obvious  that  as  long  as  the  Board  of 
Education  were  responsible  for  the 
grants  they  must  be  responsible  for  the 
roles  and  examinations  by  which  the 
grants  were  distributed.  The  same  prin- 
ciple applies  to  the  Welsh  Council  with 
even  greater  force,  because  the  interests 
involved  are  much  larger. 

The  Bill  proposes  that  Parliament 
shall,  in  each  year,  pay  to  the  Council 
of  Wales  these  grants  which  amount  to 
£800,000.  That  proposal  as  it  stands 
i^  to  my  mind,  impossible.  If  the 
Tieisury  pay  tiie  grants,  what  responsi- 
biUty  can  they  undertake  for  their 
distribution  ?  According  to  the  Bill, 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Education  are  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Welsh  Coxmcil.  Therefore  the  Welsh 
Oouncil  will  dictate  the  rules  and  provide 
the  inspection  for  the  distribution  of 
tiiese  grants.  What  power  of  super- 
vision or  control  is  left  to  the  Treasury  ? 
For  example,  they  will  have  no  power 


and  no  duty,  to  receive  or  decide  any 
complaint  made  by  a  particular  district, 
or  by  one  type  of  school,  or  by  individual 
schools,  as  to  the  allocation  of  the 
grants  by  the  Welsh  Council.  This  pro- 
posal elinainates  any  possibility  of  an 
adequate  control  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, and  the  report  to  Parliament 
which  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  could  render  would  be  the 
shadowy  result  of  a  general  impression. 
If  then  the  Welsh  Council  are  to  have 
full  control  of  these  grants  they  must 
have  full  control  over  the  administration. 
I  have  stated  this  difficulty  somewhat 
fully,  because  it  can  only  be  met  by  a 
solution  which  involves  constitutioaal 
considerations.  The  debate  in  another 
place  made  clear  that  these  powers 
and  duties  cannot  be  transferred  to  the 
Welsh  Council  while  at  the  same  time 
attaching  responsibility  to  the  Board 
of  Education.  What  is  the  solution 
offered  ?  That  a  Minister,  not  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
be  appointed  who  shall  have  financial 
responsibility  and  financial  contiol,  and 
that  this  Minister  should  have  complete 
responsibility  for  the  Code — ^in  other 
words,  for  the  regulations  by  which  the 
grants  were  to  be  distributed.  For 
Welsh  education,  then,  there  will  have  to 
be  all  the  arrangement  and  the  stafE 
which  such  a  Ministry  necessitates. 
The  financial  outlay  under  this  head  will 
be  very  considerable.  And  most  im- 
portant of  all,  if  you  are  going  to  have 
this  separate  Ministry  for  Education  in 
Wales,  are  you  going  to,  and  can  you  if 
you  wish,  stop  there  ?  By  "  devolution  '* 
I  understand  power  delegated  by  a  ruler 
who  still  remains  ruler.  This  proposal 
on  the  other  hand  is  described  as 
"  autonomy  "which  certainly  means  some- 
time more  than  delegation.  By  an 
"autonomous  "  community  I  understand 
a  community  subject  only  to  its  own  laws. 
It  seems  to  me  that  "  devolution  "  might 
improve  local  efficiency,  while  leaving  the 
ultimate  and  controlling  authority  intact. 
But  "autonomy"  represents  a  disin- 
tegrating process,  which  will  not  stop 
there.  But  there  are  other  difficulties  in 
this  proposal  for  a  Welsh  Minister  of 
Education.  He  is  not  to  be  a  Welsh 
Minister  of  Education  only ;  he  is  to  be 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  By  tacking 
on  the  Welsh  appointment  to  some  other 
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appointment,  you  bring  in  again  the  dual 
difficulty.  Furthermore  we  are  told  that 
appeals  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
unnecessary  schools,  and  the  question  of 
facilities,  cannot  be  safely  trusted  to  the 
Welsh  Council,  or  to  the  Minister,  and  | 
therefore  they  are  to  go  to  the  Board  of 
Education.  Here  again  you  let  in  the 
difficulty  of  dual  jurisdiction. 

I  have  touched  upon  the  question  of 
Tesponsibility  ;  let  me  add  a  word  upon 
that  of  finance.  If  the  Council  is  estab- 
lished, with  a  Welsh  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, with  full  responsibility  for  code  and 
finance,  by  what  standard  are  the  grants 
paid  to  Wales  to  be  regulated  ?  It  is  clear 
that  Wales  will  have  to  establish  its  own 
standard,  and  that  the  English  Treasury 
will  have  to  provide  any  supplementary 
estimates  which  the  Welsh  Minister 
Teoommends.  The  creation  of  a  new  rat- 
ing authority  in  Wales  also  raises  a  very 
difficult  point,  and  I  am  not  at  all  clear 
that  Wales  is  unanimous  in  desiring  the 
creation  of  such  an  authority. 

I  must  apologise  to  the  House  for  the 
length  with  which  I  have  dealt  with  this 
question.  My  one  anxiety  in  doing  so 
has  been  to  regard  the  question  simply 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  interests 
of  Welsh  education.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  condemn  the  principle  of  a  large 
measure  of  devolution,  provided  such  a 
measure  safeguards  a  just  administration, 
and  secures  efficiency  with  economy. 

When  I  pass  to  the  general  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  I  recognise  that  the  Act  of 
1902,  while  dealing  with  a  very  large 
part  of  the  education  problem,  did  not, 
as  Mr.  Balfour  himself  said  in  another 
place,  solve  the  whole,  and  I  believe  that 
the  country  at  the  last  election  made  it 
clear  that  the  questions  of  control  and 
tests  could  not  remain  where  the 
Act  of  1902  left  them.  Any  just 
eriticism  of  this  Bill  must  begin 
with  its  historical  context,  because 
the  controversies  of  to-day  have  their 
roots  deep  in  the  past.  The  main  con- 
troversies touching  the  present  Bill  turn 
upon  the  religious  question.  How  was 
this  question  left  by  the  Act  of  1870  ? 
The  compromise  of  1870  recognised 
voluntary  schools  as  public  elementary 
schook,  while  from  the  rate-aided  schools 
all  Catechisms  and  distinctive  formu- 
laries ^were  excluded.    Let  us  suppose 
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for  a  moment  that  in  1870  the  State  had 
refused  such  recognition,  and  that  the 
voluntary  schools,  as  such,  had  ceased  to 
exist.  Does  any  reasonable  man  imagine 
that  such  a  restriction  upon  relijpous 
liberty  as  the  Cowper-Temple  dame 
would  ever  have  been  entertained ! 
What,  therefore,  we  are  now  asked  to  do 
is  to  tear  up  the  compromise  of  1870 
and  to  enforce  only  that  half  of  the  bar- 
gain which  was  alien  to  Churchmen  and 
acceptable  to  Nonconformists.  That  re- 
quest seems  to  me  unjust,  and  indeed, 
the  cause  of  the  inconsistencies,  the 
contradictions,  and  the  artful  injustioes 
that  characterise  Fart  I.  of  this  BilL 
Clearly  if  the  religious  question  is  to  be 
re -opened,  a  permanent  settlement  can 
only  be  secured  by  going  back  to  first 
principles.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
present  Bill  does  that.  The  last  thing 
which  this  Bill  suggests  in  its  treatment 
of  the  religious  question  is  the  idea  of 
principle. 

Upon  one  point  the  verdict  of  coitntry 
was  clear.  If  ever  the  country  gave  a 
precise  mandate  it  did  so  at  the  last 
election  against  a  secular  system  of 
education.  If,  then,  religious  instruc- 
tion is  to  have  a  place  in  our  pubhc 
elementary  schools,  it  ought  to  be  an 
honoured  place.  This  Bill  on  the  other 
hand,  by  its  restrictions  and  prohibitions, 
treats  religious  instruction  as  a  negligible 
quantity.  Imagine  arithmetic  being 
treated  as  a  subject  which  the  teachers 
need  not  teach,  the  authorities  need  not 
provide  for,  and  the  pupils  need  not 
learn.  What  would  the  mathematics 
of  the  next  generation  be  like }  I 
cannot  believe  that  character  is  less 
important  than  mathematics.  It  may 
be  contended  that  this  Bill,  by  selecting 
one  form  of  religious  instruction  which 
can  be  taught  at  the  public  expense, 
adequately  satisfies  the  claims  of  religion. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  imperfections  and 
illogicalities  of  undenominationalism  have 
been  fully  and  unanswerably  demon- 
strated. Of  the  many  inconsistencies  in 
this  Bill  one  of  the  most  glaring  is  its  treat- 
ment of  the  dual  system.  The  first 
clause  of  the  Bill  apparently  puts  an  end 
to  the  dual  system,  and  yet  the  Bill 
establishes  practically  four  types  of 
schools — the  old  provided  school,  with 
its    Cowper-Templeism,    the   tcansfened 
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school  with  its  ordinaty  facilities,  the 
transfeired  with  its  extended  facilities, 
and  the  state-aided  school,  which  is 
able  to  contract  itself  out  of  all  the  dis- 
abilities inflicted  by  this  Bill. 

The  Bin  has,  by  almost  univeisal  con- 
sent, established  its  title  to  one  epithet.  It 
js  an  unjust  Bill.  How  coidd  it  be 
otherwise  ?  Its  frameTs  have  listened 
to  those  who  ia  the  past  hive  made 
little,  if  aiy,  sacrifice  in  the  interest  of 
popnlar  education,  and  who  appear  to 
see  in  this  educational  coatioversy  an 
opportunity  for  the  furtherance  of  poli- 
tical designs,  and  for  the  indulgence  of 
sectarian  animosities.  Little  wonder 
that  the  Bill  follows  a  tortuous  course 
under  saoh  gtiidance,  and  the  interests 
■of  education  are  merely  used  as  a  screen 
behind  which  an  ugly  blow  may  be 
dealt  at  the  Church  of  England.  To 
those  who  are  importing  this  vindictive 
spirit  into  our  legislation  I  am  tempted 
to  quote    Shakespeare's   warang — 

"  Heat  not  a  f  aniac«  for  your  foea  w  hot 
that  it  so  singe  yoarself." 

Ciiticism  of  such  a  measure  is  indeed 
easy.  One  fact  stands  out  beyond  all 
4piestioQ :  if  this  Bill  passes  in 
anything  like  its  present  shape,  so  far 
from  settUng  the  problem,  it  will  leave 
it  in  a  more  inflamed  condition  than 
«ver.  My  great  objection  to  this  Bill 
is  that  it  does  not  move  upon  the  lines 
«f  any  intelligible  principle.  The  ink 
«f  the  clauses  in  which  a  uniform  system 
«f  pubhc  control  and  the  abolition  of 
tests  are  provided  is  scarcely  dry  before 
some  limiting  and  restricting  clause  is 
introduced.  Personally  I  venture  with 
great  respect  to  express  a  hope  that  the 
Amendments  in  this  Bill  will  indicate  a 
clear  line  of  principle. 

Now,  it  may  be  said,  have 
yon  any  alternative  to  suggest  ? 
I  recognise  that  the  claim  for  jus- 
tice becomes  stronger  when  it  is  not 
enly  critical  but  constructive.  We 
desire  a  policy  of  fair  play  for  all  and 
privilege  for  none.  The  rich  man  deter- 
mines the  faith  to  be  taught  to  his  child ; 
the  poor  man  must  have  the  same  right. 
The  starting  point  of  any  just  settle- 
ment must  be  that  of  equal  rights  for 
all  parents.  Is  the  State  to  teach  religon  ? 
Justice  answers  this  question  clearly. 
JBithei  the  State  must  teach  all  religioas, 
ornone.   TJie  first  plan,  although  fair  and 


defensible,  is  impracticable.  There  re-' 
mains  the  other  alternative,  that  the 
State  is  not  to  pay  for  the  teaching  of 
any  religion,  but  to  give  the  fullest 
freedom  and  toleration  to  parents  and 
denominations  to  provide  at  their  own 
cost  the  religious  instruction  desired  by 
the  parents  of  the  children.  This  is  a 
facility  to  which  no  objection  can  be 
taken  in  a  free  country.  The  instruction 
must  be  given  in  school  hours,  and  the 
teachers  must  be  permitted  if  they  like, 
to  give  it.  I  need  not  point  out  that  such 
a  scheme  is  poles  asunder  from  seoulariam. 
I  have  not  touched  upon  the  questions 
of  property  or  of  trusts.  Coouuon  justico 
can  urge  the  strongest  objections  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  in  regird  to  both. 
But  the  main  and  sustaining  motive  of 
Churchmen  through  the  whole  length 
of  this  bitter  controversy  has  been  the 
one  desire  to  make  sure  that  the  children 
of  this  country  shall  be  "  virtuously 
brought  up  to  lead  a  godly  and  a  Christian 
life."  That  is  no  ignoble  motive.  In 
this,  too,  they  represent  the  expressed 
verdict  of  their  countrymen.  The  grav- 
est indictment  of  this  Bill  is  the  un* 
answerable  fact  that  it  places  religion 
in  a  position  of  humiliation.  It  selects 
for  recognition  and  endowment  a  form 
of  religious  instruction  which  may  vary 
from  little  to  nothing,  and  it  places  tius 
unsatisfying  residuum  outside  the  com- 
pulsory  hours  of  attendance.  If  t^ose 
who  are  responsible  for  this  measure 
were  really  in  earnest  in  a  desire  to  secure 
religious  instruction  in  our  schools, 
would  they  have  gone  out  of  their  way 
to  enact  that  that  vast  army  of  teachers 
who  are  the  most  competent  to  give 
religious  instruction,  and  the  moat  .in- 
fluential to  impress  it  upon  the  mind  of 
the  child,  shall  be  forbidden,  even  when 
willing  and  desirous,  to  take  part  in  that 
teaching  which  they  have  hitherto  re- 
garded as  their  highest  privilege! 

For  about  the  space  of  four  years  this 
land  has  resounded  with  big,  swelling 
words  about  conscience  and  priestly 
tjrranny.  In  the  name  of  liberty  the  Qo'v  - 
ernment  have  composed  a  Bill  which  in- 
trudes upon  the  realms  of  conscience  and 
ignore  every  principle  which  deserves 
the  name  of  Uberal.  The  noble  Barl 
the  President  of  the  Council  said,  in  a 
speech  marked,  if  I  may  say  so,  by  great 
moderation    and    seriousness,  that    the 
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queation  of  religious  instruction  was 
greater  in  importance  than  any  other 
question  that  now  occupies  public  atten- 
tion. But,  my  Lords,  I  ask,  how  have 
the  authors  of  this  Bill  treated  religion 
in  our  schools  ?  They  have  first  of  all 
torn  off  from  her  sacred  form  those  robes 
in  whioh  saints  and  apostles  have  clothed 
her,  and  then  they  have  thrust  her  out 
as  a  dishonoured  guest  into  a  shabby  ante- 
room, where  even  those  attendants  who 
would,  as  of  old,  render  her  willing 
service  are  forbidden  any  longer 
to  do  so.  It  seems  to  me  that 
such  treatment  is  intended  only  to 
be  temporary  and  preparatory  to 
the  complete  exclusion  of  religion  from 
our  elementary  schools.  And  this  comes 
from  those  who  claim  to  have  a  mandate 
against  secularism.  It  is  possible  that 
this  Bill  may  find  a  place  among  the 
written  laws  of  this  Uuid.  But,  unless 
the  people  of  this  country  have  changed 
their  character,  it  cannot  stay  there  long, 
because  it  transgresses  that  imwritten 
law  of  justice,  established  on  high,  which 
is  not  of  to-day  or  of  yesterday,  but  lives 
for  ever.  £•         <    ;,. 

Eabl  CARRINGTON:  I  hope,  my 
Lords,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  will 
pardon  me  if  I  decline  to  follow  him  into 
the  region  of  priestly  tyranny,  or  to  dis- 
cuss a  possible  Minister  for  Wales,  a  dual 
control  for  Wales,  a  council  for  Wales 
or  how  the  staff  for  Wales  is  to  be  paid ; 
and  if  I  venture,  as  a  dweller  in  the 
right  lev.  Prelate's  diocese,  to  express 
great  regret  that  he  should  have  thought 
it  necessary  in  your  Lordship's  House 
to  call  attention  to  wKat  he  has  been 
pleased  to  term  the  narrow  and  persecu- 
ting spirit  and  the  bias  and  the  bitter- 
ness of  the  extreme  section  of  that  great 
Liberal  Party  to  which  it  is  my  pride  and 
privilege  to  belong.  If  the  House  will 
permit  me,  I  should  like  for  a  few  moments 
to  call  attention  to  the  speech  delivered 
to-night  by  the  Lord  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  That  speech  was  a  great 
Bpeech,  insistent  with  sincerity,  with 
dignity,  and  with  conviction,  worthy  of 
his  most  sacred  office,  worthy  of  the 
cccasion,  and  worthy  of  the  great 
heredi  ary  House  in  which  it  was  deliver- 
ed ;  but  all  through  it  there  seemed  to  run 
a  curious  note,  difficult  to  define,  but 
rising  and  falling  like  the  kit  motif  in 
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Lohengrin,  ever  present  like  those  great 
Australian  rivers  which  rise  to  the  sur- 
face and  disappear  again  into  the  earth. 
and  discharge  themselves  into  the  un- 
known sea. 

It  seemed  to  me  in  that  speech,  if  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  there  was  aa 
inability  to  judge  the  depth,  th& 
sincerity,  and  ^e  reality  of  the- 
Liberal  and  Radical  Party  with  ref^ird 
to  this  great  question  of  education, 
[AT' laugh.]  I  expected  that  laugh. 
I  know  it  IS  always  said,  and  it  has  beeik 
said  to-night,  I  think  by  Lord  London- 
derry, that  we  are  not  agreed  on  our 
poUcy  as  regards  this  important  question. 
Well,  my  Lords,  that  may  be  so  in 
matters  of  detail,  I  acknowledge.  But 
these  huge  majorities  that  we  have  had  in 
another  place  show  that  on  the  three 
main  principles  of  the  Bill  .which  have  beem 
so  well  explained  by  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Goimcil — diat  we  mart  hav» 
religious  and  not  secular  education,  that 
there  must  be  public  control  where 
public  money  is  spent,  and  that  there 
must  be  for  teachers  abolition  of  religious 
tests — on  these  three  great  points,  I  say 
without  fear  of  contradiction  there  is  no 
practical  difference  amongst  us  of  any 
sort,  description,  or  kind.  I  should  be- 
the  last  to  deny  the  great  and  good 
work  that  the  Chturch  of  England  has 
done  for  the  cause  of  education.  Whatever 
opinions  we  may  have  of  what  the  CSinrch 
has  done  in  days  gone  by,  it  is,  I  think, 
an  absolute  truth  that  Churchpeople' 
in  their  laudable  endeavour  to  provide 
schools  for  the  chilihen  of  this  country 
have  done  what  a  great  many  people 
have  done  who  dabble  in  bricks  and. 
mortar,  that  is,  they  have  overbuilt 
themselves.  In  consequence  of  that 
comes  the  intolerable  strain  and  the 
absolute  impossibltity  of  maintuning  the 
schools  which  they  have  built.  I  will 
take  a  single  instance.  I  live  in  a  small 
manufacturing  town  of  about  25,000 
people,  mostly  a  poor  artizan  population. 
There  is  a  voluntary  Church  school 
managed  by  the  clergyman  of  the  parish 
— a  man  not  nominated  in  any  way, 
but  selected  by  his  parishioners,  and  the 
selection  is  confirmed  by  the  patron 
of  the  parish.  He  is  a  man  of 
godly  and  saintly  life,  he  is  veiy 
popular  amongst  lus  paiishitmen,  and 
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his  school  is  extiemely  well  conducted 

in  every   way.    To   keep   that   school 

going   coets    £1,270    a    year,    and    the 

rdnntaiy   contributions   come  to  £158 

a  year,  or  a  little  under  one-eighth  of 

the  whole  expense.    And  that  was  called 

a  voluntary  school.     Now  the  most  rev. 

Piimate  c&Ued  attention  in  his  speech, 

I  think,  to  three  London  schools — the 

St  John's  school,  and  I  think  the  St. 

Michael's  school,  and  the  Brook  Street 

school  at  Kennington.    As  regards  the 

St  John's  school  the  most  rev.  Primate 

said  that   it   would  require   £1,200   for 

necessary   repairs.     As   regards   the   St. 

John's  school,  I  think,  although  I  have 

not  had   time  to   verify   it,   that   the 

material  condition,  whatever  the  moral 

atmosphere   may   be,    leaves  something 

to  be  desired.    The  most  rev.  Primate 

told  us  that  he  was  afraid  parents  would 

not  ask    for    extended    facilities.     This 

is  a  Church  school,  I  believe  one  of  the 

best  of  the   many  well-managed  schools 

of  London.     An  excellent  clergyman — 

a  High  Church  clergyman,  I  believe — 

has  direction  of  the  school,  and  is  very 

popular  and  very  much  respected  in  the 

nei^bouihood.    What  is  the  reason  why 

the  most    rev.  Primate    is    afraid    that 

parents  will  not  ask  .for  extended  facilit- 

ties  1    He    also   told   us   that   children 

passed  the  council  schools  to  go  to  the 

Brook  Street   school.      Any  man   who 

has  had  anything  to  do  with  London 

life  knows    very    well    that   there    are 

thousands  and  even  tens  of   thousands 

of  children  who  pass  voluntary  schools 

every  day  of  the  week  to  go  to  council 

achools.    Why  is  that  ?    I  do  not  think 

there  is  any  denominational  reason  in 

it— none   whatever.    The    fact    is    that 

some  of  the  schools  are  more  popular 

than  other  schools.    Some  teachers  are 

more  popular,  more  respected,  and  more 

loved  by  the  children  than  other  teachers. 

I  now  eome  to  another  point.     The 

London    County     Council    was     given 

entire  management  and  control  of  the 

schools   in    London.     I    am    not    going 

to  argne  whether  that  is  right  or  wrong. 

When  these  schools  were  given  over  the 

first  thing  that  the  Education  Committee 

did  was  to   send   their   inspectors  and 

valners  round  to  see  what  the  material 

conditions  of  those  schools  was.  Amongst 

those  schools    there  were    113    schools 

vhich  wen  in  no  way  suitable  for  the 


purpose,  and  they  were  put  on  one  side.- 
Out  of  438  Church  schools  there  were^ 
318  the  drains  of  which  were  nnsatisfac^ 
tory,  and  of  that  number  109  were  in  a- 
very  dangerous  state,  thirty-seven  were! 
in  a  very  serious  case,  and  in  twenty-one- 
cases  he  managers  refused  to  allow  the-- 
county  authority  to  make  any  inspection, 
whatever.  Therefore  we  do  not  know 
what  the  state  of  those  tweuty-one- 
schools  was,  but  I  may  say  that  out  of  the^ 
109  schools  which  were  described  as  very 
dangerous  for  the  children  to  be  taught  in,, 
eighty-two  belonged  to  the  Church  of. 
Eng'and  and  accommodated  35,500  httle 
children.  If  that  is  the  state  of  things,  and : 
it  was  proved  in  the  Council  itself  last. 
Tuesday  week,  I  ask,  is  it  a  state  of  things, 
which  ought  to  be  allowed  to  continue^ 
and  with  which  it  can  honestly  be  said, 
that  it  is  criminal  and  almost  sacrilegious, 
to  interfere  ?  We  have  been  told  by 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  that  this  Bill  isi 
a  gross  breach  of  the  agreement  entered, 
into  in  1870,  and  I  think  I  am  right 
when  1  say  that  the  Archbishop  applauded: 
that  statement.  What  was  the  agree- 
ment of  1870  !  It  was,  first,  that  the 
board  schools  should  supplemenl^thfr 
voluntary  schools. 

The  Maequess  of  SALISBURY  :  And 
not  supplant. 

Earl  CARRINOTON:  The  second: 
thing  was  that  voluntary  schools  were; 
to  receive  generous  grants  and  give 
denominational  teaching  withoutji  rate- 
aid  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the  board  schools 
were  to  get  rate  aid,  but  that  religious, 
education,  if  any,  must  be  undenomina- 
tional. What  did  the  new  arrangement 
of  1902  do  ?  The  Tory  party  put  the- 
voluntary  schools  on  the  rates,  but,  my 
Lords,  they  violated  the  prime  condition 
that  all  rate-aided  schools  must  be- 
undenominational.  That  was  done  by 
the  Act  of  1902.  What  does  this '  Crimi- 
nal Bill'  do?  It  simply  restores  the 
agreement  come  to  by  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  England,  by  the  members 
of  the  Holy  CathoUc  Church,  by  the- 
Nonconformists,  by  the  Jews,  by  Liberals 
and  by  Tories  ahke,  that  if  you  accept 
rates  you  accept  undenominationaK 
teaching.  We  have  heard  several  times- 
to-night  what  this  Bill  really  is.  Of 
course  it  has  the  three  great  principles 
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which  I  mentioned  at  the  beginning 
of  my  speech.  It  gives  full  public  control, 
it  abolishes  religious  teata,  and  it  insists 
on  religiouB  instead  of  secular  education. 
B3nt  can  be  paid  for  all  the  Church 
schools  that  we  propose  to  take  over. 
B^ligious  education  is  to  be  taught  on 
two  days  a  week  in  some  of  the  schools 
and  every  day  of  the  week  in  others. 


The  lord 
CANTEBBURl 
is  to  be  taught. 


ARCHBISHOP      OF 
May  be  taught ;  not 


Karl  CABRINGTON  :  I  am  very 
much  obliged  for  the  correction.  What 
is  insisted  upon  in  the  Bill,  as  I  under- 
stand, is  simple  religious  teaching  which, 
to  moat  of  us,  means  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  the 
Apostles'  Creed — ^the  simple  religious 
teaching  that  we  have  learnt  at  our 
mothers'  knees.  [A  noble  Lord  :  It  is 
not  in  the  Bill.]  Religious  education  can 
be  taught  on  two  days  a  week  at  some 
.schools  and  every  day  in  the  week  in 
others. 

The  Marqdess  of  LONDONDERRY : 
Out  of  school  hours. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  Church  schools 
are  to  be  kept  in  repair  and  are  only  to 
be  required  from  9.45  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
for  five  days  in  the  week.  These 
schools  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  owners 
the  whole  of  Saturday,  the  whole  of  Sun- 
day, and  every  evening,  subject  to  the 
occasional  use  of  the  biulding  for  evening 
.schools,  and  this,  my  Lords,  is  called 
Tobbery  and  spoliation.  I  have  one  more 
word  to  say.  It  is  idle  to  deny  that  our 
task  is  a  difficult  and  delicate  one ;  but, 
after  all,  difficulties  are  opportunities, 
and  this  opportunity  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment is  determined  to  seize  and  to  go 
through  with  its  great  work.  It  may  be 
that  some  of  us  before  our  task  is  accom- 
plished may  go  down  in  the  stress  of  the 
fight  and  our  comrades  may  place  us  on 
their  shields  and  bear  us  shoulder  high 
to  that  great  Eternity  which  all  must 
face ;  but,  surely  of  us  it  may  be  said, 
as  Was  said  of  our  fathers  who  have  gone 
before,  "  These  Christian  Liberal  and 
Radical  men  and  women  have  not  lived 
«nd  fought  and  died  in  vain." 

Earl  Carrinjton. 


The  Harqcbss  of  SALISBURl  :  I 
hope  that  no  such  tragic  fate  as  the 
noble  Eirl  in  the  closing  words  of  his 
speech  seemed  to  anticipate  awaits  him 
in  the  discussions  on  this  Bill.  The 
worst  that  can  happen,  my  Lorda, 
is  that  instead  of  being  a  very  bad 
Bill,  it  may  be  made  a  little  better.  It 
will  be  the  work  of  your  Lordships' 
House  to  try  to  bring  that  about.  But 
before  I  enter  upon  that  matter  let  me 
say  one  or  two  words  about  the  speech 
to  which  we  have  just  listened.  The 
noble  Earl  told  us  that  the  Liberal  Party 
to  which  he  is  proud  to  belong  are  agreed 
at  any  rate  about  general  principles.  I 
believe  that  the  Liberal  Party  are  only 
agreed  about  general  principles  because 
they  imperfectly  understand  them.  Let 
us  consider  for  a  moment  what  is  the  sort 
of  general  principles  to  which  the  noble 
Earl  refers.  He  spoke  of  liberty  of 
conscience.  Whose  conscience  ?  Has 
he  or  the  Liberal  Party  thought  of  that  ? 
Is  it  the  conscience  of  the  teacher  or  the 
conscience  of  the  child — because  if  it  is 
the  conscience  of  the  child  he  is  entitled 
not  only  to  receive  the  Cowper-Temple 
teaching  which  may  be  provided  for  him 
by  the  majority  of  the  electors  at  the 
local  election,  but  also  the  definite  religioiu 
teaViing  for  which  his  parents  ask.  Or 
perhaps  the  principle  is  public  control,  bat 
that,  as  has  already  been  pointed  out  by 
the  most  rev.  Prelate  this  afternoon, 
must  extend  in  both  directions  if  it  is  te 
be  true  public  control.  If  the  1  xsal  educi- 
tion  authority  is  to  be  allowed  to  give  as 
little  religious  education  as  it  pleases, 
it  ought  also  to  be  allowed  to  give  as 
much  as  it  pleases.  Or,  perhaps,  the 
general  principle  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
referred  was  what  is  called  the  neutrality 
of  the  State  in  matters  of  religion.  U 
the  State  is  to  be  truly  neutral  we  have 
no  business  to  devote  the  resources  of  tiie 
State  to  the  maintenance  of  (me  kind  of  re- 
ligion and  that  alone.  So  that  I  really 
believe  the  general  principles  to  which  tiie 
noble  Earl  professed  his  adherence  are  really 
imperfectly  understood  by  the  noble 
E  irl  and  the  Party  to  which  he  beloags. 

This  subject  is  one  of  most  profoaad 
importance,  and  one  apon  which  we  hive 
had  a  most  interesting  discussion  to- 
d  ly.  The  truth  is  that  whea  the  Libeui 
Party  have  left  general  principles  they 
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have  really  shown  themselyes  to  be  pro- 
foondlj  divided.   Nothing  is  more  striking 
or  significant  of  that  circumstance  thai  , 
the  eloquent  and  in  many  ways  admirable 
speech  which  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  delivered  in  another  place  on 
the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill.    I  think  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  is  a 
good  deal  to  be  pitied  in  these  discus-  ; 
siams,  not  merely  because  of  their  arduous 
character,  but  because  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties   he    has    with  those  of  his  own 
household.     In  that  speech  he  was  at  last 
driven  to  resistance,  and  turned  upon 
some  of  the  materialists  and  indiSerentists 
of  his  followers  in  matters  of  education, 
and  urged  them  to  remember  that  vaca- 
tion schools  and  the  health  of  the  children 
are  not  the  only  things  to  be  considered, , 
but  that  there  are  such  things  as  con-  : 
science,  sin,  and  immortality,  which  were 
to   be  reckoned  as  of    higher  import.  ; 
Let  me  assure  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just 
sat  down  that  it  is  not  a  question  of 
rates  or   of  how   education   should  be  I 
maintained,  much  lees  is  it.  a  question  of 
drains.     It  is  a  question  of  the  religious  ' 
instruction  of  the  children  of  the  country,  i 
and  the  rights  of  parents  to  have  religious  | 
instzuotion  given  to  their  children.    To 
my  mind,  whether  that  religious  instruc- 
tion is  provided  by  taxes,  rates,  or  volun- 
tary subscriptions,  is  a  matter  of  lesser 
importance.    The  essential  thing  is  that 
tiie  children  should  receive  this  instruc- 
tion, and  that  they  should  receive  it  ac- 
cording to  the  wishes  of  their  parents. 
If  it  were  the  case  in  our  country  that  we 
were  onited  in  rdigious  matters — if  we 
were  even  like  the  sister    kingdom  of 
Scotland,      where,     roughly     speaking, 
the   mass    of    the     population    adhere 
to   one    form   of    religious    belief,    no 
difficulty  on  this  question  would    anse. 
There  are  very  few  noble  Lords  whom  I 
see  around  me  who  would  doubt  that  the 
^oper  station  is  that  definite  religious 
education  should  be  provided  by  the  State 
far  all  the  children ;   but  in   our   case, 
no  doubt,   there  is  a   great  difficulty. 
There  are  profound  differences  of  opinion 
upon  rdigious  matters,  and  the  question 
bec(nnes  urgent  if  religion  is  essential, 
which  has  been  practically  admitted  in 
ttis  debate.    It  was  urged  by  the  Minister 
for  Bducation  in  another  [dace.    It  was 
rqteated,  I  think,  by  the  Lord  President 
in   his  speech    this    evening.      It  was 
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emphasised  and    illustrated   in  burning 
words  by  the  most  rev.   Prelate.      If, 
as  I  say,  religious  education  is  essential, 
then  the  question  arises,  who  is  to  decide 
what  that  religious  education  shall  be  t 
We  have  a  solution.    We  say  that  the 
parents  must  decide.     It  is  a  simple  solu- 
tion.   It  goes  down  to  the  very  founda- 
tion of  society.    It  is  the  rock  upon  which 
all  society  is  built,  namely,  the  afEection 
and  therefore  the  responsibility  of  parents 
for  their  children.    It  has  been  said  that 
the  rights  of  parents  have  only  been  dis- 
covered for  tiie  purpose  of  controversy 
on  this  Bill.    Nothing  is  more  untrue. 
The  rights  of  the  parents,  of  course,  go 
back  as  far  as  the  Conscience  Clause  of 
the  Act  of  1870.    It  was  the  first  and  a 
very  imperfect  assertion  of  that  right. 
It  was  wholly  insufficient  because  it  waa 
of  a  negative  character.     All  that  you 
said  to  the  parents  by  the  Conscience 
Clause  was  this — "  If  you  are  not  pleased 
with  the  kind  of  reUgious  education  pro- 
vided at  the  school    your  child  must  go 
without."    That   was    a    very    unsatis- 
factory   solution,    because    the    parent 
not     only    has     the     right    to    avoid 
the  religious  education  to  which  he  ia 
opposed,    but    he   has   also    the    right 
to  have  for  his  child  the  religious  educa- 
tion in  which  he  believes.    In  addition 
I  to  that  the  rights  of  the  parents  were- 
secured  by  a  method  which  was  illogical 
and  incomplete,  but  which  to  some  extent 
met  the  difficulties  of  the  case.    We  lived 
under  a  state  of  alternate  schools.     There 
i  were  the  schools  where  Cowper-Temple 
'  religion  was  taught  and  the  schools  where 
I  definite  religious  education  was  provided. 
I  Where  a  parent  was  lucky  enough  to  live 
in  an  area  where  both  schools  ezisted,^ 
he  could  send  his  child  where  there  wa 
definite  religion  or  to  the  school  where 
the     religion     taught     was     undenomi- 
national,      as       he       pleased.      That 
I  was    never    a    complete    solution.      It 
j  was  very  partial  in  its  operation.    It  de- 
j  pended  not  on  the  rights  of  parents  but 
I  upon  the  private  individuals  who  sub- 
'  scribed  to  and  built  the  schools,  and  it 
I  finally  broke  down.    After  the  Act  of 
1870  the  cost  of  education  rose  so  enor- 
mously  as   to   make   it   impossible    for 
private  individuals  any  longer  to  compete 
with  the  State,  but  the  rights  of  the 
parents     remained.     They     are      inde- 
structible, and  we  have  to  meet  them  now 
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'In  some  other  waj.  I  have  said  that  it  is 
not  teue  that  the  rights  of  the  parents  have 
"been  invented  in  order  to  meet  the  needs 
of  this  controversy.  They  ha\  e  always 
stood  oat  as  an  essential  part  of  the  policy 
oi  the  Church  of  England  and  of  the  Party 
to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong. 
There  was  a  voluntary  committee  which 
-vat  by  direction  of  the  two  Archbishops 
so  far  back  as  1894,  and  consisted  of 
many  men  of  weight  and  responsibility 
like  my  noble  friend  Lord  Cross,  and  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Cranbrook,  and  the 
right  rev.  the  Bishop  of  Southwark,  and 
•others.  They  reported  among  other 
•things — 

"  We  maintain  Chnrch  schools  in  the  ioter- 

■  est*  of  parentH  who  have  a  right  and  duty  to 
'  secure  for  their  children  instraction  according 
.  to  their  own  religious  belief." 

That  report  was  presented  to  the  two 
Archbishops — it  was  in  the  time  of  Arch- 
'  bishop  Benson — and  the  two  Archbishops 
presented  a  memorandum  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  at  that  time,  in  which  they 

■  said  there  ought  to  be  kept  in  view  in  all 
legislation  afiecting  public  elementary 
.schools  the  right  of  parents  to  determine 
■the  character  of  the  religious  instruction 
^provided  for  their  chilmren.  That  was 
.the  poUcy  of  the  Church  of  England  as 
.formulated  by  its  two  principal  Prelates 
.for  the  time  being.  It  was  also  the 
.policy  of  the  Party  to  which  I  have  the 
bonour  to  belong.     People  talk  a  great 

•  deal  about  mandates  now,  and  speeches 
which  are  deUvered  at  or  about  the  time 

-of  a  general  election  are  always  supposed 
.to  have  a  very  special  importance  and 

-  significance,  and  therefore  I  quote  with 

■  all  the  more  confidence  a  speech  which 
was  delivered  in  your  Lordship's  House 
by  the  then  Prime  Minister  and  Leader 
of  the  Unionist  Party  on  the  very  eve 

■of  the  Greneral  Election  of  1895.  His 
was  what  was  said — 

"  The  other  principle  we  have  defended,  in 
onr  votes  is  the  supreme  value  of  religions 
education  given  according  to  the  religion  which 
the  parents  themselves  profess.  To  that 
principle  again,  I  believe  this  House  deliber- 
ately adheres.  It  values  it  and  it  will  do 
all  in  its  power  to  promote  the  giving  of 
religious  education  in  pursuance  of  the  onuien- 
able  right  of  the  parents  to  decide  the  religion 
:  in  which  his  child  shall  be  educated." 

That  was  the  most  official  formulation 

-  of  the  policy  of  the  then  Unionist  Party 
by  its  leader,  in  which  was  embodied  in 

•  the  most  emphatic  form  the  assertion  of 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 


the  right  of  the  parents.  That  policy 
was  repeated  by  the  last  ConservatiTe 
Prime  Minister.  Mr.  Balfour,  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  of  1902  said  :— 

"I  do  not  stand   hero    to    plead   for  any 

F articular  form  of  denominational  education, 
do  stand  here  to  say,  and,  so  far  as  I  eao  to 
see,  that  every  parent  gets  the  kind  of  religiniis 
training  for  his  child  he  desires." 

So  that  the  chain  is  quite  complete. 
From  first  to  last  in  the  Church  of 
England  and  in  the  Unionist  Party  we 
have  put  forward  the  right  of  the  parent 
as  one  of  the  most  important  and  leading 
features  of  our  policy  in  reference  to 
religious  education.  I  do  not  know  that 
in  their  hearts  the  present  Government 
very  much  diSer  from  that  view.  I 
think  that  if  we  could  only  get  into  the 
recesses  of  Mr.  Birrell's  mind  we  should 
find  that  he,  too,  thought  the  rights  of 
the  parents  ought  to  be  respected.  I 
noticed  the  other  day  that  he  repudiated, 
and  rightly  repudiated,  absolutely  sec- 
ular education.  He  said  the  parents 
would  not  endure  it.  So  that  he  was 
aware,  as  everyone  else  is  aware, 
that  the  u  timate  arbiter  in  these  ques- 
tions must,  and  ought  to  be,  the  parent. 

Let  me  ask  how  far  does  this  Bill  cany 
out,  what,  I  cannot  help  believing,  is 
really  in  the  heart  of  the][Qovemment, 
vis.,  the  supreme  importance  of  religious 
education,  and  the  right  of  the  parents 
to  decide  what  that  form  of  religion  shall 
be.  I  am  not  going  at  this  late  hour 
through  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  in  detail, 
but  your  Lordships  must  have  listened 
with  profound  interest  to  the  speech  of 
the  most  rev.  Prelate  when  he  described 
how  utterly  insufficient  was  the  s  curity 
afforded  by  the  provisions  of  .Clauses 
2  and  3  for  the  religious  education  of  the 
children  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  their  parents.  There  is  no  doubt, 
as  the  noble  Earl  said,  intermptin;; 
a  previous  speaker  most  courteouriy, 
that  Clause  3  is  in  its  present  form  manda- 
tory. That  was  one  of  the  few  conces- 
sions which  was  wrung  from  tiie  Govern- 
ment by  our  friends  in  another  |dace. 
But  although  Clause  3  is  mandatory, 
there  is  no  security  that  it  will  be  put 
into  operation.  That  remains  absolutoly 
unn>et.  I  think  the  noble  Earl  the 
Lord  President  will  agree  with  me 
when  I  say  that  as  the  Bill  stands  it  is 
absolutely  open  to  any  local  authority  to 
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mfuse  to  take  over  a  voluntary  school. 
Therefore,  supposing  we  had  a  local 
authority  of  what  I  may  call  the  Hudders- 
£eld  Older,  as  was  described  by  the  most 
ler.  Prelate,  all  that  they  would  have 
to  Mo  in  order  to  secoie  the  kind  of 
religious  education  of  which  they  ap- 
proved in  their  district  would  be  to 
lefose  absolutely  to  take  over  any 
voluntary  school.  That  is  not  at  all  an 
impossible  thing  to  happen.  I  observe 
that  my  authority  is  a  very  distin- 
guished Irish  Member,  and  as  it  has 
not  been  contradicted  I  imagine  it 
is  abaolately  true.  llr.  Healy, 
speaking  in  another  place,  said  that 
the  Chairman  of  a  local  authority  in 
Yorkshire  had  declared  that  he  would 
not  rest  until  there  was  not  a  single 
<denominational  school  in  existence  in 
ita  area.  What  have  we  got  to  expect  ? 
The  Chairman  of  the  local  authority  can 
do  what  he  threatened  to  do  under  the 
Bill  if  he  can  carry  his  coimcil  with  him, 
and  if  the  particular  local  authority  is 
Hnddersfield  I  do  not  suppose  he  will 
liave  any  difficulty.  He  can  merely 
refuse  to  take  over  any  voluntary  school 
and  then  the  whole  elaborate  provisions 
of  Clause  3  are  absolutely  futile,  and  the 
protection  to  denominational  schools 
is  eutirely  wanting.  The  noble 
Earl  who  has  just  sat  down  said  in  a 
con&dent  way  that  this  would  be  secured 
and  that  would  be  secured.  It  is  not  the 
case.  They  may  be  secured  if  the  local 
authority  is  friendly,  but  if  is  not  friendly 
there  is  no  such  protection.  It  is  in  order 
to  protect  the  children  who  are  unlucky 
enough  to  live  in  tbe  area  of  a  hostile 
local  authority  that  we  shall  have  to  ask 
your  Lordships  to  agree  to  some  Amend- 
ment when  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee. 
I  wish  to  say  one  word  about  Clause  4. 
Your  Lordships  have  heard  in  great 
detail  how  Clause  4  is  hedged  round  with 
-all  sorts  of  elaborate  limitations  which  I 
am  afraid  will  go  far  to  render  it  nugatory. 
I  think  it  was  Lord  Burghclere  who  said 
that  if  schools  were  not  treated  properly 
under  Clause  4  they  had  an  appeal.  That 
is  to  say  if  they  can  fulfil  all  the  conditions, 
if  there  are  parents  of  four-fifths  of  the 
thildren  in  favour  of  continuing  the  school 
4S  a  denominational  school,  if  it  is  in  an 
urban  district,  if  that  urban  district  con- 
tains more  than  5,000  people — then  if  all 
these  conditions  are  fulfilled  and  the  local 
authority  refuses  to  give  extended  facili- 


ties the  school  can  appeal.  Has  the  noble 
Lord  looked  into  the  Appeal  Clause  t 
Has  he  followed  it  and  understood  itt 
I  can  assure  him  I  do  not  say  this  with 
any  view  of  treating  him  with  disrespect, 
but  he  will  remember  that  none  of 
these  clauses  have  been  explained.  They 
were  pitch-forked  into  the  Bill  in  the 
middle  of  its  passage  through  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  in  such  a  condition 
that  they  could  not  be  explained  to 
that  branch  of  the  legislature.  As  I 
read  the  Appeal  Clause  there  is  no 
appeal  given  to  a  school  when  once  it  has 
been  transferred.  For  un  appeal  to  lie  at 
all  it  must  be  a  school  which  makes  this 
application  before  it  is  transferred.  Hut 
is  a  very  important  limitation.  Then  the 
appeal  must  be  entered  before  January 
1st,  1908,  that  is  to  say,  practically,  within 
a  year  after  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  if  it 
does  pass  into  law.  It  will  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  get  things  forward  t<>  such  a 
point  that  an  appeal  will  be  i>oasible  in  a 
year — and,  remember,  the  local  education 
authority  have  no  motive  to  hurry 
matters,  because  in  another  clause  they 
have  complete  control  over  the  school 
during  the  year.  They  can  do  as  they 
like  in  the  intervening  period.  Why 
should  they  make  things  easy  t  If  things 
are  slightly  delayed  there  wUl  be  no  time 
for  appeal. 

*Thk  Earl  of  CREWE:  Which 
clause  does  the  noble  Marquess  allude  to 
as  giving  complete  control  in  the  interval  t 
I  think  it  is  Clause  12  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  was  alluding,  the  one  where  a 
school  refuses  to  come  to  any  arrangement. 

The  Marqukss  of  SALISBURY: 
What  the  noble  Earl  means  is  that  the 
school  will  be  carried  on  as  a  denomina* 
tional  school  during  that  period.  I  was 
inaccurate  and  apologise  to  the  noble 
Earl,  but  all  the  same  the  point  of  my 
argument  remains.  No  doubt  it  will  l>e 
carried  on  for  a  year  as  a  denominational 
school,  but  if  the  local  authority  choose 
to  delay  matters  for  a  year  no  appeal  will 
lie.  But  lastly,  my  Lords,  and  this  I 
cannot  really  believe  that  the  Covem- 
ment  intend,  no  appeal  will  lie  if  the 
local  education  authority  refuses  to  enter- 
tain the  application  altogether,  because  if 
they  do  there  will  be  no  local  inquiry.  I 
think  it  is  one  of  the  examples  of  the 
amazing  drafting  of  this  Bill.  It  is 
because  this  Bill  has  not  been  introduced 
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and  carried  through  as  an  ordinary  Bill,  I 
but  because  it  has  been  introduced  under 
conditions  which  have  never  been  seen  in 
Parliament  before,  and  has  been  battered 
about  from  side  to  side  as  pressure  was 
put  on,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  has  tried  to  find  salvation  first 
in  one  Amendment  and  then  another, 
until  he  hardly  knew  where  he  was  ;  and 
then  when  the  thing  ought  to  have  been 
put  right  in  the  House  of  Commons  the 
guillotine  came  down,  and  the  Bill  in  this 
extraordinary  form  has  been  sent  up  to 
your  Lordships'  House.  But  supposiug 
the  appeal  does  lie.  Even  then  the  un- 
fortunate denominational  school  is  not 
out  of  its  troubles.  The  Board  of  Edu- 
cation has  complete  discretion  even  then 
as  to  whether  they  will  entertain  the 
appeal  or  not,  ancf  if  they  do  entertain 
the  appeal  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
school  will  be  allowed  to  continue  as 
originally  started.  It  may  be  deprived 
of  all  help  from  the  rates  and  be  relegated 
to  the  new  category  of  State-aided  schools 
which  has  been  founded  for  the  purpose  of 
this  Bill.  Finally  any  arrangement  so 
settled  only  lasts  for  five  years.  I  wonder 
whether  your  Lordships  have  realised 
what  that  means.  If  any  complaint  is 
made  during  the  course  of  the  five  years 
that  the  local  education  authority  is  not 
really  carrying  out  the  decision  of  the 
appeal,  then  the  unfortunate  school  runs 
the  risk  of  being  deprived  of  this  rate.  At 
the  end  of  five  years  what  happens  t  The 
school  will  be  a  transferred  school  and 
then  no  appeal  will  lie,  when  the  local 
education  authority  once  more  refuses, 
and  it  would  refuse,  extended  facilities. 

♦  The  Earl  of  CREWE :  The  noble 
Marquess  is  entirely  inaccurate  in  saying 
that. 

The  Masquess  of  SALISBURY: 
In  what  am  I  inaccurate  t  Am  I  incorrect 
in  saying  that  no  appeal  would  lie  in  the 
case  of  a  transferred  school  ? 

*  The  Earl  of  CREWE :  No.  The 
noble  Marquess  is  incorrect  in  saying  the 
school  would  continue  as  a  necessarily 
transferred  school.  Provided  the  con- 
ditions are  maintained  it  will  be  continned 
at  the  end  of  five  years. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY:  It  is 
expressly  provided  that  the  arrangement 
only  lasts  for  five  years,  and  at  the  end 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 


it  is  to  be  reconsidered  and  the  school 
will  then  be  a  transferred  school.  [Minis 
lERiAL  cries  of  "No."]  Yes,  it  will  It 
will  be  in  the  hajids  of  the  Local  edacs- 
t'lon  authority.  If  I  am  wrong  the  noUe 
Earl  or  some  other  Member  of  the  Grovemi- 
ment  will  correct  me,  but  I  say  that  being 
a  transferred  school  no  appeal  will  lie. 
I'here  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  a  great 
deal  more  light  requires  to  be  thrown  on 
the  drafting  of  this  Bill,  and  before  it  has 
left  your  Lordships'  House  I  hope  it  will 
receive  it  What  I  have  said  is  directed 
only  to  show  that  not  only  are  the  limited 
conditions,  such  as  have  been  pointed  cat 
by  previous  speakers,  extremely  oneroos, 
not  only  do  they  deprive  Clause  lY .  of  the 
greater  part  of  its  efficiency,  but  even  in 
the  Appeal  Clause  an  extra  blow  is  struck 
at  these  unfortunate  denominational 
schools. 

I  have  troubled  your  Lordships  with 
these  observations  in  order  to  show 
what,  in  my  judgment,  is  to  be  said  of 
the  drafting  of  this  Bill ;  but  I  should  like 
to  say  one  word  upon  the  speech  delivered 
by  the  noble  Duke,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
earlier  this  evening.  He  told  «s  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  he  for  one  accepted 
this  Bill.  He  told  us  that  it  was  only 
upon  the  express  understanding  that  he 
was  not  to  be  held  to  approve  of  the 
princijJe  of  this  measure.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  value  that  particular  phrase 
very  highly,  but  this  I  do  know,  that  «> 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  I  speak,  I  am 
quite  certain,  for  all  those  who  sit  with  me 
on  this  bench,  we  agree  with  the  noble 
Duke  in  thinking  that  no  objection  ooold 
legitimately  be  made  to  Amendments, 
however  drastic  they  may  be,  merely 
because  we  have  agreed  to  the  Seconi) 
Reading  of  this  Bui.  We  maintain  a 
perfectly  free  hand,  and  we  earnestly  hope 
that  in  the  discussion  yet  to  come  in  yonr 
Lordships' House  something  may  bo  done, 
nay,  a  great  deal  may  be  done,  in  order 
to  place  once  more  upon  its  proper  footing 
the  right  of  the  parents  to  preserve  fw 
the  children  defimte  religions  educataon. 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  REPON  :  My 

Lords,  when  I  look  at  the  clock  I  feel  I 
should  be  only  interposing  between  yon 
and  well-merited  rest  if  I  ventured  to 
enlist  your  attention  for  more  than  a  few 
moments,  but  at  the  same  time  you  wiO 
perhaps  allow  me  at  this  moment  to 
mterpoee,  because  it  seems  to  me  there 
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look  at  theso  questions  with  greater 
deliberation.  We  can  separate  ourselves 
from  the  domains  of  political  party,  and 
mav  I  say  also,  from  the  control  of  any 
ecclesiastical  or  theological  bias.  If  we 
can  do  that  we  may  perhaps  approach 
those  principles  which  it  seems  to  me  are 
absolutely  necessary  for  a  just  and  per- 
manent settlement  of  this  great  education 
question. 

There  are  only  three  policies  possible 
to  us.  Two  of  these  I  may  describe 
a}  logical,  and  the  third  may  be 
descri^  by  some  as  illogical.  The  first 
logical  settlement  is  that  of  the  secular- 
ist, who  says :  '  Let  us  abolish  this 
difBculty  by  simply  saying  we  will  sec- 
ularise all  education.' 

Now  the  amendnjent  suggested  by  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  was  intended  to  do 
that,  but  I  take  it  from  what  has  been 
said  on  both  sides  to-night  and  the 
division  elsewhere  that  wo  have  aban- 
nonod  altogether  the  idea  of  a  secular 
settlement  of  this  question.  I  think 
that  is  right.  I  think  that  the  people  of 
this  country  do  not  desire  secularism, 
but  that  is  a  very  different  thing  from 
saying  that  there  are  conceivable  condi- 
tions in  which  you  may  be  driven  into  it, 
and  it  is  that  fact  which  we  need  to  keep 
in  mind,  because  in  the  history  of  nations 
it  has  often  happened  that  the  very  thing 
which  the  majority  of  the  people  have 
not  desired  has  yet  been  brought 
to  pass.  I  may  illustrate  it  in  this 
way.  IVo  men  are  sitting  on  a  see- 
saw, and  if  they  are  men  of  pretty 
well  equal  weight  it  is  quite  possible 
that  a  little  man  or  child  seated  on  the 
saddle  of  the  see-saw  may  be  able  to  de- 
termine the  direction  in  which  it  may 
rise  or  fall,  and  it  is  precisely  that  posi- 
tion in  which  we  find  ourselves  at  the 
present  moment.  We  find  ourselves  in 
the  position  in  which  parties  are  so  evenly 
balanced,  for  although  the  majority  may 
be  mentioned  as  very  high  in  another 
place,  yet  I  think  if  you  appeal  you 
would  find  that  public  opinion  is  much 
more  evenly  balanced  than  we  have  any 
idea  of.  But  the  evil  I  point  out  is  that 
there  may  be  a  danger  in  the  future,  and  if 
we  do  not  come  to  a  reasonable  settle- 
ment in  this  matter,  it  may  be  settled  in 
a  sense  which  neither  side  of  this  House 
nor  the  country  at  large  in  any  way  de- 
sires. Some  people  are  inclined  to  mini- 
mise   this  danger  on  the  ground  that 
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are  one  or  two  considerations  which  need 
to  be  in  our  minds  in  order  that  we 
may  not  merely  anticipate  those 
Amendments  which  I  suppose  will  be 
brought  forward  in  the  autumn,  but  that 
we  may,  as  far  as  possible,  clear  our  minds 
as  to  general  principles  which  might 
guide  us  in  the  interval.  It  is  a  happy 
thing,  I  think,  that  the  consideration  of 
the  Amendments  of  this  Bill  are  left  to  a 
time  somewhat  later,  after  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  recuperation  and 
therefore  consideration.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  it  would  be  a  very  great 
mistake  if  in  a  measure  of  such  import- 
ance as  this,  affecting  as  it  does,  not 
merely  the  welfare  of  the  present  genera- 
tion, but  I  imagine  the  welfare  of  later 
generations  also,  we  should  settle  this 
matter  with  anything  approaching  politi- 
cal or  polemical  heat.  There  are 
questions  which  surely  might  very  well 
oe  lifted  above  the  range  of  mere  par- 
tisan controversy,  and  whether  we  differ 
from  one  another  on  points  of  religion  or 
points  of  politics,  yet  upon  this  question 
of  what  is  best  for  tho  uprising  genera- 
tion we  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  seek 
a  common  policy  and  come  to  a  unan- 
imous agreement.  I  admit  what  has 
been  said — who  of  us  can  deny 
it  t— that  when  we  approach  the  Question 
we  are  immediately  immersed  in  a 
religious  controversy.  There  are  some 
people  who  deprecate  that,  and  who,  like 
my  noble  friend  opposite,  desire  to  bring 
in  such  measures  as  would  remove  entirely 
from  tho  sphere,  as  it  were,  of  political 
action  the  religious  question  altogether. 
But,  my  Lords,  I  entirely  differ  from 
those  who  imagine  that  there  is  evil  in 
the  religious  fervour  which  is  expressed 
on  such  a  matter  as  this.  It  is  surely 
important  that  we  at  least  remain  earnest 
in  this  matter  of  religion,  and  I  venture 
to  say  the  day  would  be  a  very  sad  one 
if  this  question  of  religion  were  met  in 
any  degree  with  indifference  and  there 
was  no  earnestness  kindled  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  what  was  meant  by  religious 
education.  Therefore  I  am  not  afraid  to 
speak  of  the  earnest  spirit  which  has 
been  displayed  on  all  sides,  and  I  speak 
with  a  greater  ease  and  confidence  this 
afternoon  because  I  gather  from  the 
speeches  delivered  on  both  sides  that  it 
seems  now  to  be  an  accepted  fact  that 
this  Bill  will  be  read  a  second  time 
without  a  division..  We  are  there- 
fore in  a  calmer  atmosphere  and  we  can 
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there  has  been  such  determined  opposition 
to  secularism ;  but  I  venture  to  express 
the  possibility  that  it  might  be  other- 
wise, and  therefore  as  a  grave  delibera- 
tive assembly,  into  whose  hands  has 
been  entrusted  a  great  responsibility  con- 
cerning the  destinies  of  the  people,  I  do 
earnestly  implore  your  Lordshipj  to  take 
no  step  which  may  in  any  sense  jeopardise 
the  determination  and  the  combination  of 
ail  parties  in  this  country  to  maintain 
Christian  teaching  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land. 

I  quite  admit  we  may  maintain 
that  religious  principle  by  the  method 
described  by  the  Lord  President, 
by  a  concurrent  endowment,  and  that 
would  be  a  logical  solution  of  this 
matter.  It  would  be  saying  in  effect 
that  we  are  not  discriminating  bo 
tween  any  of  the  religious  bodies,  but 
putting  all  upon  the  same  platform  ;  and 
although  the  objection  would  be  raised 
that  the  rates  would  be  used  for  religious 
purposes,  personally  I  should  have  no 
objection  on  that  score,  because  I  do  not 
share  the  intense  conscientiousness  of 
some  people  who  are  afraid  to  spend  a 
penny  of  public  money  in  doing  that 
which  the  country  at  large  desires  should 
be  done.  That  solution,  I  venture  to  say, 
is  outside  the  range  of  practical  politics  at 
the  present  moment,  and  although  I  could 
quite  imagine  a  number  of  people  de- 
sirous and  enamoured  of  it,  I  cannot  help 
asking  myself  the  question,  is  it  possible  1 
And  if  not  possible,  let  us  take  a  wise 
policy  and  not  seek  one  which  wo  cannot 
obtain.  I  was  very  happy  to  hear  on  all 
sides,  and  particularly  from  the  Members 
of  (iovemment  to-night,  that  this  Bill 
protects  religious  teaching  in  the  country, 
but  I  confess  that  when  I  examine  the 
Bill  I  cannot  find  the  justificaUon  of  this 
Utopian  idea.  It  does  strike  me  as  a 
very  strange  way  of  maintaining  simple 
Christian  teaching  in  this  country  when 
it  is  pointed  out  that  you  may  have  a 
county  council  that  will  not  allow  it, 
that  you  may  have  teach;  rs  who  may 
have  conscientious  objections  about  giv- 
ing it,  and  that  you  may  have  parents 
who  will  not  allow  their  children  to 
receive  it.  The  Bill,  therefore,  does  not, 
as  I  understand  it,  give  the  very  thing 
for  which  it  seems  to  me  we  should  con- 
tend most  earnestly.  If  we  could  only 
go  to  people  and  say  this  Bill  gives 
timple  Christian    teaching    of    such     a 
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character  that  it  does  not  lack  definitenoss, 
that  it  is  real  and  genuine,  and  that  it  is 
taught  by  people  who  earnestly  believe 
in  It — if  you  can  go  to  people  and  say 
that  is  the  meaning  of  this  measure,  I 
believe  it  would  find  acceptance  from 
seven-tenths  of  the  people  of  the  country ; 
but  I  cannot  find  that  in  the  Bill.  What 
I  would  earnestly  pray  your  Ijordsbipe  to 
consider  is,  whatever  Amendments  you 
may  introduce  into  the  Bill,  and  there 
are  some  I  am  sure  all  agree  should  he 
there,  let  us  make  this  one  strong  resolu- 
tion, that  the  Bill  shall  not  leave  this 
House  till  the  right  of  religious  teaching 
is  secured  to  every  child  in  the  country. 
Do  not  leave  it  to  the  option  of  local 
authorities.  The  reason  I  say  that  is 
very  simple.  There  are  those  who  take 
very  various  views  concerning  the  quali- 
fications of  Parliament  to  deal  with  re- 
ligious questions.  I  confess  that  it  has 
always  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  very  far 
fetched  and  unreal  idea  that  Parliament 
has  no  right  and  no  duty  and  no  obli- 
gation towards  the  religious  condition  of 
the  people  of  the  country.  My  view  is 
the  very  opposite  of  that.  So  long  as  we 
believe  that  the  people  of  this  country 
desire  religious  teaching,  and  so  long  as 
it  is  our  settled  conviction  that  titey 
ought  to  have  it,  so  long  I  think  it  is  the 
solemn  and  bounden  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  see  that  it  is  put  within  their 
reach.  If  that  is  not  secured  by  this  Bill 
the  people  of  this  country  will  have  a 
right  to  feel  they  are  disappointed. 

What  I  |dead  for,  therefore,  is 
that  the  religious  teaching  which 
is  contemplated  in  this  Bill  should 
not  be  left  to  the  option  of  the 
local  authority.  We  are  told,  of 
course,  that  the  local  authorities  wDl  be 
very  good,  and  will  do  all  that  is  right 
and  just,  but  we  have  instances  which 
show  that  they  are  not  always  disposed  to 
give  even  simple  religious  teaching.  Bat 
what  troubles  my  mind  far  mote  than 
that,  is  this.  What  is  the  ground  on  which 
we  are  asked  to  trust  the  local  authority  T 
It  is  the  general  conscience,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  working  in  the  minds  of  these 
bodies ;  but  why  imagine  that  the  local 
authority  is  likely  to  possess  a  conscience, 
and  deny  the  right  of  that  conscience  to 
the  legislaturo  of  this  country  t  It  seems 
to  mu,  that  if  little  Peddlington  has  a 
conscience,  the  Houses  of  Parli»mentmu-'t 
have  one  on  this  martter ;  and  therefore  I 
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say  this  question  should  not  be  left  to  the 
chance  of  elections  for  the  local  authorities, 
but  should  be  settled  by  the  determination 
of  Parliament  itself.  But  I  ask  for  some- 
thing else.  I  ask  that  religious  teaching 
should  be  made  real.  I  was  happy  to 
hear,  and  I  am  sure  many  amongst  us  will 
be  very  much  reassured  by  hearing,  that 
this  ^I  is  intended  to  cover  a  religious 
teaching  in  which  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the 
Ten  Commandments,  and  the  Apostles' 
Creed  shall  find  a  place.  If  that  is  the 
ease,  many  around  us  have  misunderstood 
the  Bill.  I  am  very  glad  that  it  should 
be  so,  and  I  am  thankful  to  see  that 
there  have  been  Nonconformists  who  have 
had  both  the  courage  and  wisdom  to 
declare  that  what  thev  desire  is,  that 
the  simple  teachini;  shall  be  in  harmony 
with  the  Apostles'  Creed.  That  seems  to 
me  a  very  hopeful  sign  indeed  I  am  not 
amongst  those  who  stand  very  strongly 
for  what  is  called  denominational  teach- 
ing, because  I  imderstand  by  denomina- 
tional teaching  those  points  upon  which 
one  religious  body  differs  from  another, 
and  which  are,  therefore,  outside  the 
range  of  these  larger  matters,  upon  which 
the  greater  number,  I  trust,  of  Christian 
bodies,  are  lb  accord.  A  denomination 
is  that  which  is  distinguished  by  its 
denominationalism.  The  denoroinational- 
ism  of  the  Baptist  consists  of  the  theory  of 
Adult  Baptism,  but  when  you  ask  is  there 
nothing  in  common,  my  plea  is  that  there 
is,  but  I  know  there  are  those  who  say 
no,  and  that  all  that  is  left  is  nothing  at 
all  Of  course,  if  we  are  to  say  that  the 
teaching  is  to  be  such'  that  you  are  never 
to  say  anything  in  your  teaching  that 
anyone  else  can  possibly  object  to,  then  I 
admit  the  residuum  is  very  small  indeed, 
and,  as  I  think,  it  disappears  into  thin  air. 
But  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  reason,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  or  digni- 
fied to  enter  into  a  mere  strategic  dis- 
cussion of  this  matter  in  order  to  prove 
that  there  is  a  nebulous  result  left.  You 
have  the  clear  definition  given  to  us  by 
respectable  Nonconformists  that  they 
are  desirous  to  maintain  a  reality  of 
religious  teaching.  If  I  were  speaking 
my  own  opinion  only,  I  should  listen  with 
the  greatest  respect  to  those,  and  they 
are  many,  who  differ  from  me,  but  I  am 
not  faithless  to  my  own  communion  when 
I  say  that  simple  Christianity  does  mean 
something  real,  and  when  I  remember 
that  it  is  precisely  the  authorised  declara- 
tion of  my  own  Church. 


Now,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  help  stand- 
ing with  a  sense  of  what  I  would 
call  (leei)er  responsibility  as  I  look 
into  the  meaning  of  this  question  as  it 
is  addressing  itself  to  our  minds  to- 
day. I  have  the  greatest  reverence  for 
those  who  are  anxious  that  the  faith 
which  has  done  so  much  for  them  and  for 
their  ancostora  should  remain  untouched 
and  untampered  with.  I  feel  that  the 
greatest  respect  and  reverence  should  be 
paid  to  anyone  who  comes  to  us  and  says 
"  These  convictions  are  dear  to  me  ;  you 
may  not  share  them,  but,  believe  me,  they 
are  dear  to  me  and  to  thousands  more." 
Whether  we  agree  with  that  attitude 
or  not,  it  is  entitled  to  the  deepest  respect 
and  reverence.  For  that  reason  I  would 
earnestly  plead  that  whatever  can  be  done 
to  meet  the  rights  of  parents,  or,  shall  I 
say,  the  sanctity  of  the  religious  con- 
victions of  other  people,  should  be  done 
in  this  Bill  by  increasing  or  im{>roving 
the  conditions  of  the  facilities  which  are 
provided.  I  do  ask  whether  we  have 
not  reached  a  juncture  in  the  religious 
history  of  the  world  in  which  it  is  im- 
portant that  we  should  realise  that  that 
common  Christianity  which  now  is  be- 
ginning to  find  such  happy  expressions 
from  Nonconformists  and  others  is  a  real 
thing,  and  for  which  it  is  worth  sacrificing 
a  good  deal  in  order  that  we  may  agree 
upon  it  1  The  history  of  religious  con- 
troversy is  this,  that  the  value  and 
significance  of  dogmas  which  were  of  such 
vast  importance  and  loomed  so  large  in  the 
minds  of  our  ancestors,  are  becoming  less 
and  less.  These  things  we  have  largely 
outgrown  and  we  are  beginning  to 
see  a  wider  and  nobler  prospect  before 
us.  Who  now  is  going  to  enter  into 
controversy  concerning  Calvinism  and 
Arminianism  1  Why,  these  things  are 
going  fast  into  the  past,  but,  as  I  believe, 
wc  are  not  left  unguided  by  One  who 
directs  the  destinies  of  nations.  It  seems 
to  me  that  in  our  very  difficulties  there  is 
an  appeal  from  Providence  round  us  not  to 
make  too  much  of  our  differences  in  our 
hour,  and  that  as  the  changes  of  human 
thought  advance  so  will  the  very  simpli- 
city of  these  truths  become  more  and 
more  apparent  to  us.  Yonder,  in  the 
great  world  men  are  famishing  for  the 
great  Truth  we  have  the  power  to  give, 
and  it  is  of  the  most  earnest  importance  . 
that  we  should,  as  far  as  possible,  show  by 
our  action  to-day  that  there  is  something 
in  the  platform  of  our  common  Christ- 
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ianity  upon  which  we  can  unite,  which  is 
dearer  to  us  than  many  other  things  which 
are  dear  also.  Although  it  is  true  that  I 
am  as  loyally  attached  to  my  communion 
as  ever,  yet  when  the  hour  of  my  country's 
danger  is  come,  so  do  I  feel  it  is  now  for 
us  to  come  out  and  say  while  we  are 
sincerely  attached  to  our  communion  we 
do  earnestly  ask  you  to  magnify  those 
grounds  on  which  we  can  agree  to  face  a 
common  danger. 

I    said    that    there    is    the    fear    of 
secularism.      It  is  before  our  eyes.     It 
is  for  that  reason  I  spoke.    The  power 
wliich  moves  for  secularism  will  be  kept 
in  abeyance  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
Christian  men  of  this  country,  while  ever 
holding  their  personal  convictions  strong, 
clear  and  true,  are  yet  ready  to  unite  and 
resist   a    common   foe,  and    to  preserve 
the    heritage   of    the    children    of   this 
country.    Let  us  surrender  something, 
if    necessary,     for    the    maintenance  of 
what     is    greater     and    more    lasting 
still.      There  is  much    I     should    like 
to  criticise  in  this  Bill,  but  time  is  too 
short.     My  objection  to  the  policy  sug- 
|;ested  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite  is  that 
it  lowers  religion  beneath  the  place  of 
acknowledged    dignity    which  it    ought 
to  hold  in  this  country.     It  betokens  a 
policy  which  seems  to  say,  "  You   can  do 
as  you  please  because  the   State  has  no 
responsible  care  in  this  matter."    But  the 
State    has   something    to    do    with    it, 
unless  wo  have  fallen  low  and  lost  faith 
in  the  Living  God.     Forjjive  me  if  I 
speak     the      language     which       befits 
my     own     profession,     but      it     does 
seem  to  me  that  the  Resolution  of  this 
House  ought  to  be  something  on  these 
lines :  "  We  who  represent  the  people  of 
this  country,  believing  in  the  Living  (Jod 
ourselves,  and  remembering  that  the  fear 
of  the  Lotd  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom, 
resolve  that  no  child  within  the  country 
shall  be  allowed  to  grow  up  without  the 
opportunity  of  knowing   those   elemen- 
taiy  Christian  truths,"  and  it  is  because 
I  believe  that  that  is  the  only  way  in 
which   we  can  save  ourselves  from  the 
possibility      of    that    secularism    which 
would  be  so  disastrous  and  destructive 
to    national   life    and   character,  that  I 
plead,  at  any  rate,  that  whatever  our  own 
convictions  may  be  we  stand  firm  and 
determined  that  the  simple  Christianity 
of  which  I  have  spoken  be  maintained  as 
an  integral  and  necessary   part  of   the 
education  of  the  children  of  this  country. 
Tlie  Lord  Bishop  of  Ripon. 


Lord    OVERTOUN  :    Wo    all   sym- 
pathise with  the  eloquent  words  that  have 
fallen  from  the  right  rev.  Prelate  who 
has  just  spoken.    He  said  that  it  might 
be  well  from  a  little  distance  to  review 
the  whole  condition  of  this  Bill.     Now  I 
think,  hailing  from  Scotland,  we  can  look 
from  afar  on  the  principles  of  this  Bill. 
May  I  remind  noble  Lords  that  in  1872, 
when  the  Scottish  education  question  was 
settled,  we  had  then  in  Scotland  schools 
belonging  to  all  the  Presbyterian  churches, 
and  though  in  the  main  the  belief  of  all 
the  Presbyterian  churches  is  the  same, 
still  there  ia  what  has  been  often  spoken 
of  as  a  different  atmosphere  altogether  in 
those    Presbyterian    churches        When 
our  national  system  of  education  in  1872 
was    launched,     all     the     Prosbytoriiui 
churches  made  up  their  minds  to  give  up 
their  own  denominational  schools.     I  was 
asked    the   other   day    by   a   friend    in 
England  how  much  thoy  got  for  all  the 
schools  they  gave  up.    They  not  only 
got   nothing,   but  they  asked  nothing; 
they  handed  them  over  as  they  were  to 
the  new  school  boards  which  were  started 
in  that  country.    The  next  question  was, 
"  Do  you  moan  to  say  that  the  different 
churches  bad  sufficient  confidence  in  the 
new  school  boards  that  a  proper  religious 
education  would  be   given   when   those 
schools  would  be  taken  over,  to  enable 
them  to  give  up  all  that  property,  which 
would  bo  worth  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  and  which  had  been  paid  almost 
entirely  by  the  members  of  the  churches  t " 
The  answer  was  "  Certainly.      We  have 
confidence  in  our  fellow  citizens  and  our 
fellow  countrymen,"  and  the  result  is  justi- 
fied by  the  experience  we  have  gained. 
I  have  often  wished  that  the  Church  of 
England  had  followed  a  little  more  in  the 
way  of  the  Presbyterians  in  Scotland  in 
oraer  to  obtain  a  national  system  of  edu- 
cation.    Those  schools  which  are  being 
handed  over  are    generally    known   as 
voluntary    schools,   but    I  must  confess 
that  the  word  "  voluntary  "  is  very  much 
of  a  misnomer,  for  they  have  not  been  en- 
tirely maintained  or  supported  by  the 
Church.     And  the  support  is  of  a  very 
diminishing  quantity,  and  therefore  I  think 
that  the  sacrifice,  if  they  were  to  hand  them 
over  for  general  national  education,  would 
not  be  so  great  as  is  generally  supposed. 
I  am   glad   that  the  noble  Lora  who 
put  on  the  Notice  Paper  a.  Motion  as  to 
the  secularising  of  education  has  seen  his 
way  to  withdraw  that  Motion.    I  am  well 
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aware  that  those  who  sympathise  with 
Lord  Malmesbury  fear  a  little  to  drag  the 
religious  question  into  the  controversy  and 
might  be  prepared  to  sweep  it  aside,  but 
that  is  not  the  opinion  of  this  country. 
If  that  question  were  an  outside  one,  it 
might  very  well  be  laid  aside,  but  I  think 
no  education  is  worth  having  in  this 
countiT  except  it  is  based  upon  religious 
groands.  Doubtless  there  is  a  difficulty 
in  satisfying  all  and  finding  a  common 
ground  on  which  to  agree,  but  we  are 
bound  to  face  a  difficulty  of  this  kind 
when  it  involves  such  serious  consequences. 
And  I  believe  that  if  this  crucial  question 
were  honestly  faced  we  ought  to  be  able 
to  have  it  properly  settled.  Unless  the 
children  in  our  schools  are  taught  about 
truth  and  their  duty  to  God  and  man  our 
educational  system  will  stand  entirely  on 
a  false  basis.  We  call  ourselves  a  Chris- 
tian country  and  wo  speak  of  national  edu- 
cation, but  I  strongly  believe  that  except 
our  education  is  founded  on  righteousness 
and  the  word  of  God  it  will  not  be 
of  a  satisfactory  character  at  all.  The 
fact  that  in  another  place  the  vote 
was  as  large  as  477  against  63  shows 
how  strongly  and  unanimously  the  people 
of  this  country  feel  on  this  great  question. 
But  we  come  to  a  difficult  ques- 
tion. The  right  rev.  Prelate  and 
others  who  spoke  near  him  seemed  to 
slide  into  the  error  that  religious  teaching 
means  the  teaching  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Now  it  has  been  frequently 
said  that  religious  teaching  viewed  in 
that  light  is  not  Bible  teaching.  If  re- 
ligious teaching  according  to  the  Church 
of  England  is  not  Bible  teaching,  then  it 
it  a  bad  look-out  for  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, because  we  understand  the  Bible  to 
be  the  basis  of  teaching  of  that  kind.  I 
am  glad  to  note  what  has  been  said 
to-night  by  the  right  rev.  Prelate  with 
regard  to  the  Ten  Commandments  and 
the  Lord's  Prayer.  Let  me  remind  you  that 
they  oome  out  of  the  Bible.  The  Apostles' 
Creed  is  not  accurately  scriptural,  out  we 
accept  it,  and  I  believe  the  whole  country 
accepts  it  as  a  statement  of  religious 
heliei  In  Scotland  we  have  no  religious 
difBculty,  and  I  know  that  in  some 
quarters  where  no  religion  was  taught  those 
in  the  neighbourhood,  having  put  their 
heads  together,  managed  to  introduce  a 
system  that  was  satisractory  to  everyone 
—a  sound  religious  education,  and  I 
cannot  help  believing  that  if,  say,  half  a 
dozen  representatives  of  the  Church  of 


England  and  half  a  dozen  representatives 
of  the  Nonconformists  were  to  meet 
together  and  honestly  try  to  find  a 
common  ground  wherein  those  great 
truths  we  all  believe  in  were  clearly  set 
forth  without  any  sectarian  teaching,  it 
would  not  be  diincult  to  arrive  at  a  solid 
foundation  of  scripture  teaching  in  the 
schools.  The  wora  "dogma"  has  been 
used  to-night  very  frequently,  but  I 
strongly  feel  that  we  do  teach  dogma,  and 
must  teach  it,  because  by  dogma  I  under- 
stand those  great  viud  doctrines  on 
which  we  all  rest  our  faith,  and  not 
denominationalism.  I  was  somewhat 
surprised  to  hear  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
to-night  speak  of  the  great  Act  of  the  lost 
century  as  being  Mr.  Forster's  Eduction 
Act  of  1 870.  I  am  old  enough  to  remember 
the  bitter  and  fierce  controversy  that 
raged  round  that  question  in  those  days, 
and  it  is  very  refreshing  now  to  hear 
leaders  in  the  Church  of  England 
speak  of  it  as  a  very  great  Act. 
I  believe  that  if  the  principles  that  are 
embodied  in  the  Bill  now  before  us  were 
carried  out,  in  later  years  it  would  be 
accepted  as  a  great  measure  that  had 
disentangled  many  of  the  complicated 
questions  we  have  to  face  in  this  matter. 
The  right  reverend  Prelate  was  speaking 
of  one  of  the  schools  to  which  the 
President  of  the  Council  referred,  but  it 
seemed  to  me  in  the  argument  he  used 
he  entirely  gave  away  his  case  with 
regard  to  the  London  school.  He  said 
the  children  wont  to  it  not  because  of  its 
denominational  teaching  but  because  it 
was  a  superior  class  of  school,  and  that 
the  tone  was  better ;  but  the  whole  argu- 
ment was  that  the  children  wanted  to  go  to 
it  or  the  parents  wanted  to  send  them  to  it 
because  of  its  denominational  teaching. 
The  superiority  of  the  school  is  possibly 
the  consequence  of  a  large  amount  of 
money  spent  on  it  and  the  higher  class  of 
teacher  obtained.  The  right  reverend 
Prelate  held  up  a  lurid  picture  of  a 
teacher  who  did  not  believe  in  miracles, 
and  especially  the  Besurrection  of  our 
Lord,  and  spoke  of  the  danger  of  having 
such  a  teacher  for  the  young.  I  believe 
there  are  many  even  of  the  Church  of 
England  clergy  who  hold  such  views 
but  in  general  they  are  not  objected 
to  on  that  ground.  And  I  do  not  think 
one  case  of  the  kind  is  enough  to  make  a 
difficulty. 

May    I    say    finally    that  the    noble 
Marquess    who    spoke    on     the    other 
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side  rather  twitted  the  Liberal  Party 
because  o(  their  differing  on  questions  of 
detail,  although  they  agreed  on  principles. 
I  think  that  for  a  Party  to  agree  in  great 
principles  is  one  of  the  signs  of  the 
solidarity  of  that  Party,  though  they  may 
and  must  differ  in  detail.  But  when  the 
noble  Marquess  went  on  to  speak  of 
adherence  to  principle  he  laid  down  one 
great  principle,  that  of  the  right  of  parents 
in  regard  to  the  teaching  of  their  children, 
and  I  wondered  what  he  and  those  who 
agreed  with  him,  when  they  introduced 
the  Bill  of  1902,  thought  of  the  rights  and 
wishes  of  Nonconformist  parents.  This 
Bill  is  an  effort  to  right  what  has  been  a 
great  wrong.  There  has  been  since  the 
Act  of  1902  a  great  sense  of  injustice 
among  the  Nonconformists  of  England,aad 
it  must  bo  remembered  that  the  Noncon- 
formists in  England  constitute  very  nearly 
half  the  population  of  this  great  land. 
By  that  Act  the  education  of  the  country 
was  practically  handed  over  to  the  Church 
of  England.  I  have  heard  this  Bill 
described  as  an  attack  upon  the  Church 
of  England.  It  is  no  such  thing.  We  do 
not  seek  to  retaliate,  but  we  seek  to  adjust 
equitably  a  great  difficulty,  and  to  restore 
a  balance  which  was  destroyed  by  the  Act 
to  which  I  have  referred.  We  heard  to- 
night that  in  1870  an  agreement  was  come 
to  that  there  should  be  no  denominational 
teaching  in  rale-aided  schools.  This  Bill 
endeavours  to  set  that  right  again.  I  do 
not  deny,  and  none  of  us  deny,  that  this 
Bill  may  be  improved,  but  I  believe  it  is  a 
splendid  effort  to  settle  a  very  difficult 
controversy,  and  to  put  the  education  of 
the  rising  generation  in  England  on  a 
satisfactory  and  suitable  basis. 

Earl  WALDEGRAVE  :  On  behalf  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  ad- 
journed." 

On  Question,  Debate  adjourned  till 
to-morrow. 


CROWN    LANDS    BILL. 
Oh  the  order  for  going  into  Committee 
on  the  Crown  Lands  Bill, 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said:  Before 
going  into  Committee  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  a  Question,  of 

Lord  Overtoil  n. 


which  I  have  given  private  notice,  with 
reference  to  the  purchase  of  lands  and  the 
expenditure  of  money  which  may  be 
raised  by  the  various  departments. 
About  a  year  ago  a  very  vigorous 
attempt  was  made  in  Ireland  to  carry 
out  some  scheme  of  afforestation.  Those 
who  were  interested  in  the  matter 
saw  the  late  Chief  Secretary  and  the  pre- 
sent Chief  Secretary  on  the  subject. 
We  were  pressed  to  try  and  bring  for- 
ward a  scheme,  which  wo  are  trying  to 
do  at  the  present  time,  and  we  were  also 
asked  what  funds  would  be  required. 
Wo  stated  that  the  quit  and  Crown  rents 
were  being  redeemed  under  the  sale  of 
land  to  the  tenants,  and  that  this  fund 
would  form  a  good  basis  under  which 
afforestation  could  be  carried  out.  We 
are  very  anxious  to  know  whether  Clause 
10,  which  seemd  slightly  ambiguous,  could 
be  construed  as  being  a  basis  of  such  a 
fund.  We  are  anxious,  if  possible,  that 
this  quit  and  Crown  land  as  it  is  redeemed 
should  not  be  swallowed  up  in  the 
Treasury  finances  and  be  diverted  en- 
tirely from  what  we  consider  is  the 
purpose  for  which  it  ought  to  be  utilised. 
They  are  practically  rents  which  are 
received  from  lands  which  were  confiscated 
a  great  many  years  ago,  and  which  at 
that  time  were  heavily  afforested  and  of 
great  value.  We  think  we  can  fairly  adc 
that  some  such  scheme  should  be  arrauged 
and  that  these  particular  sums  might 
possibly  be  devoted  to  this  purpose.  If 
possible,  we  would  ask  for  some  assurance 
that  it  might  be  utilised  for  the  purpose  of 
Crown  lands  or  of  land  which  might  be 
turned  into  Crown  land  and  then 
re-afforested  by  State  aid,  as  is  done  on 
the  Continent  very  profitably. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (The 
Marquess  of  RiPON) :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  tell  my  noble  friend  that  these 
particular  sums  are  likely  to  be  or  could 
bo  disposed  of  in  the  manner  proposed,  and 
I  say  that  not  at  all  from  any  want  of  inter- 
est on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  the 
question  of  rc-afforestation,  for  nothing 
can  be  more  important  in  many  districts, 
but  these  sums  are  capital  receipts ;  they 
are  not  annual  receipts  at  all.  The 
amounts  received  in  a  given  year  are  ex- 
ceedingly uncertain,  and  they  are  of  a 
nature  which  ought  to  be  disposed  of  as 
capital  sums.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  fear  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  anv 
alteration  in  the  clauses  as  they  standi 
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But,  if  my  noble  friend  is  looking  for  the 
re-afforestation  of  Crown  lands  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  a  portion  of  the  income 
of  the  Crown  revenues  being  devoted  to 
that  purpose.  It  is  proposed  in  the  first 
clause  of  this  Bill  to  add  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  to  the  Office  of  Woods  for  the 
very  purpose  of  dealing,  among  other 
things,  with  this  question  of  afiTorestation. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN :  I  beg  to 
thank  the  noble  Marquess  for  his  kind 
answer,  which  quite  satisfies  me. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order);  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived : 
Then  (Stonding  Order  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended)  Bill  read  3*  and  passed. 


MARRIAGE  WITH   FOREIONERS  ItlLL. 
House   in   Committee    (according   to 
Order). 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP:  The  first  of 
the  Amendments  I  have  to  move  was 
asked  for  bj  Sir  Edward  Carson  and 
agreed  to  by  both  Parties.  The  other  is 
iMrely  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  clause 
in  a  useful  direction. 

Amendments  moved — 

"In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  7,  a'ter  the  word 
'may '  to  iosert  tne  words  '  if  it  in  desired  for 
the  porpoee  of  complying  with  the  requirement 
of  the  law  of  that  country  to  obtain  tne  oertifl 
eate  hKreinaCter  mentioned. " 

"  In  page  2,  line  U,  after  the  word  *  of  to 
iiuert  the  words  'any  notice  of  an  intended 
marria;^e  or.'  " — (£uW  Beauchamp.) 

Amendmenta  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended) :  Amendments  reported : 
BiU  read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


FATAL     ACCIDENTS     AND     SUDDEN 
DEATHS  INCiUIRY  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  Second  Reading 
read. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  This  is 
merely  a  Bill  in  two  clauses  which  I  think 
are  practically  agreed  to. 


On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to 
order),  and  commuted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 


STATUTE  LAW  RE\1SI0N  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Thk  lord  CHANCELLOR:  It  was 
promised  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
this  Bill  should  be  carefully  considered, 
and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  in 
which  Lord  Robertson,  who  is  the  greatest 
authority,  concurs,  that  the  suggested 
Amendment  would  be  incompatible  with 
the  idea  of  statute  law  revision.  There 
are  certain  other  Amendments  of  a  formal 
character,  and  if  the  Committee  will  allow 
me,  I  propose  to  move  them  en  bloc. 

Amendments  made. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended)  :  Amendments  reported. 
Bill  read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


MUSICAL   COPYRIGHT    BILL. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP:  In  moving 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  I  may 
say  it  has  only  been  able  to  reach  your 
Lordships'  House  at  this  period  of  the 
session  by  agreement  between  both 
Parties. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\ 

♦The  Earl  of  PLYMOUTH :  I  should 
like  to  express  satisfaction  with  His 
Majesty's  Government  for  having  taken 
up  this  Bill,  and  I  trust  that  by  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Order  it  may 
pass  as  quickly  to-morrow  as  certain 
other  Bills  have  passed  to-day. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 
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LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Ck)mmons,  with 
several  of  the  Amendments  agreed  to; 
one  other  agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment ; 
one  disagreed  to  on  an  Amendment  made 
in  lieu  thereof ;  and  certain  others  dis- 
agreed to,  for  which  they  assign  a  reason : 
the  said  Amendments  and  reason  to  be 
printed,  and  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 
(No.  199.) 

Honm    adjourned  at     bait-past 
Twelve  o'clock  a.m.,  till  half- 


.  •■  w.  ■  V   V  ^,.wn  anus.,   viBt 

past  Three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Ist  August  1906. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Buckhaven,  Methil,  and  Innerleven 
Burgh  Extension  Bill  fLords];  Ordered, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  Buckhaven, 
Methil,  and  Innerleven  Burgh  Extension 
Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Orders  84,  214, 
215,  and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the 

Bill  be  now  taken  into  Consideration. 

{The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill, 
sidered : 


as    amended,  accordingly    con- 


Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time.— (JAe  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

London  Squares  and  Enclosures  Bill 
[Lords];  Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of 
the  London  Squares  and  Enclosures  Bill 
[Lords],  Standing  Orders  84,  214,  215, 
and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  taken  into  Consideration.— (fA* 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill,    as    amended,  accordingly 
sidered : — 


con- 


Ordered,   That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  BiU    Uhorlev  and 
^  now  read  the  third  time.-(King's  |  u^n  Se  Tabl 


Consent    signified.)— (JAe    Chairman   of 
Ways  ami  Means.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pas.od, 
with  Amendments. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(Gas)  Bill ;  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Rutherglen  Burgh  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

They  have  agreed  to— Amendments 
to :  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords];  Gas  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill 
[Lords];  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tramways 
Orders  Confirmation  BiU  [Lords] ;  County 
of  Durham  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Great  Northern  (Ireland)  and 
Midland  Railways  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Nottlo- 
bed  and  District  Commons  (Preservation) 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Shropshire,  Worcestershire, 
and  Staffordshire  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords] ;  without  Amendment. 

THE  LONDON  SQUARES  AND  EN- 
CLOSURES BILL. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  Mr.  Speaker,  May 
I  be  allowed  to  use  this,  the  only  public 
opportunity  we  have  had  of  thanking 
the  owners  of  London  squares  and 
gardens  who  have  come  within  the 
terms  of  this  Bill  for  their  kindly 
generous,  public-spirited,  and  neighbourly 
attitude  in  connection  with  this  matter 
I  wish  to  thank  them  for  the  generoui 
manner  in  which  they  have  agreed  to 
permit  their  squares  and  gardens  to  be 
used  in  the  way  proposed  by  this  Bill 


PETITIONS. 

BETTING  AND  GAMBLING. 
Petitions  for  legislation;  from  Barrr- 
Chorieyj  and  Middle  Claydon:    to  He 
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EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Petiiion  from  Sale,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL  (RELIGIOUS  TEACHING). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from  Latimer  Road,  London;  and, 
Uanfabon ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  INSPECTORS 
(IRELAND). 

Return  [presented  30th  July]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  297.] 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Copy  presented,  of  Draft  Ballot 
Begulations  [by  Ck>mmand];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Urban  IHstrict  Council  of  Portadown,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Lord  -  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  closing  shops  on  certain  days 
within  the  Urban  District  of  Portadown 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  9,  1906.) 
Copy  presented,  of  Ck)nvention  be- 
tween the  United  Kingdom  and  China, 
respecting  Tibet.  Signed  at  Peking, 
27th  April,  1906  (to  which  is  annexed 
the  Convention  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Tibet,  signed  at  Lhasa, 
7th  September,  1904).  Ratifications 
exchanged  at  London,  23rd  July,  1906 
[by  (Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

METEOROLOGICAL  COMMITTEE. 

Copy  presented  of  first  Report  of  the 
Meteorological  Committee  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury, 
fw  the  year  ending  Slst  March,  1906 
[by  (Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the 
Comicil  of  the  City  of  Bath,  and  confirmed 
by  tbe  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  fixing  the  hours  of  closing 
for  Barbers'  and  Hairdressers'  Shops 
within  the  city  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


TRAMWAY  OHDERS. 
Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  their  Proceedings  under  the 
Tramways  Act,  1870,  during  the  session 
of  1906  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  parts  of  Lindsey, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  from  Wintering- 
ham  to  Barton-upon-Humber  and  from 
Whitton  to  Alkborough,  in  extonsion  of 
the  North  Lindsey  Light  Railways 
(North  Lindsey  Light  Railways  (Exten- 
sions) Order,  1906  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  TaUe. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  Barking 
Town  to  take  lands  for  the  purpose  <n 
widening  a  road  on  which  a  Light 
Railway,  authorised  by  the  Barking  Light 
Railways  (Extensions)  Order,  1903,  will 
be  laid  in  the  Urban  District  of  Barking 
Town,  in  the  county  of  Essex  (Barking 
Light  Railways  (Lands)  Order,  1906)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  (LABOUR  DE- 
PARTMENT) (FOREIGN  LABOUR 
STATISTICS). 

Copy  presented  of  Third  Abstract  of 
Foreign  Labour  Statistics  by  the  Labour 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRAMWAYS  AND  LIGHT  RAILWAYS 
(STREET  AND  ROAD). 

Return     presented    relative    thereto 


[ordered  6th  April ;  Mr.  Lloyd-George]; 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


to  lie  upon  the 
[No.  298.^ 

PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of 
Wilts.)  ]<\irther  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  9th  August,  1901 ;  Mr.  Griffith- 
Boscaiven] ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  299.] 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of 
Berks).  Further  Return  relative  thereto 
^rdered  28th  March,  1905 ;  Mr  Griffith- 
Boscawen] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  300.] 
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Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative 
county  of  Devon).  Further  Betum 
relative  thereto  [ordered  26th  July,  1905 ; 
Mr.  Griffith- Boscawen] ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  301.] 

INCLOSURES  (COUNTY  OF  KENT). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  (1)  the 
number  of  Inelosures  of  common  land 
made  under  the  Inclosure  Acts  from  1845 
to  1899  in  the  county  of  Kent;  (2)  Ust 
of  parishes  within  which  such  lands  are 
wholly  or  partly  situato  ;  (3)  total  acreage 
of  such  Inelosures ;  (4)  average  acreage 
of  such  Inelosures."-  {Mr.  Rowlands.) 

EAST  INDIA. 
Address  for  "  Return  for  the  five  years 
1898-1892,  showing  the  number  of 
Native  States  of  India  having  an  area  of 
more  than  100  square  miles  each,  which 
were,  during  the  above  period,  under  the 
administrative  control  of  political  agents 
on  account  of  the  infancy  or  incapacity  of 
their  chiefs;  and  what  has  been  the 
increase  in  their  number  during  the  five 
years  covered  by  the  Return."— (Afr. 
Morton.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Ctonrock  Town  ConncUaad  the  Rate- 
payers- 

Mr.  TORRANCE  (Glasgow,  Central)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  in  March  last  the  town 
council  of  Gourock  bought  half  an  acre 
of  ground  at  a  co3t  ol  i:6,750 ;  that  the 
resolution,  under  Section  99  of  The 
Town  Councils  Act,  1900,  authorising  the 
purchase,  and  also  the  subsequent  resolu- 
tions of  the  council  approving  the  action 
of  the  committee,  are  headed  in  the 
minutes,  sites  for  burgh  purposes ;  that 
on  March  22nd  last  an  official  statement 
was  made  by  the  council  that  the  ground 
had  been  bought  for  the  erection  of  a 
court  hall,  burgh  offices,  and  a  town  hall ; 
and  will  he  say  whether,  before  making 
the  purchase,  the  town  council  complied 
with  Sections  306  and  315  of  The  Burgh 
Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  and  gave 
the  ratepayers  an  opportunity  of  voting 
on  the  question  of  the  purchase ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  expenditure  on 
ground  for  a  court  hall,  etc.,  falls  to  be 
borne  by  th6  general  improvement  assess- 


ment ;  that  that  assessment  is  in  Gourock 
within'^d.per  £  of  the  statutory  maximum 
and  is  unable  to  bear  the  cost  of  the 
purchase ;  that  the  town  council  have 
paid  the  cost  by  borrowing  under  The 
Public  Parks  Act,  1878,  the  rate  under 
that  Act  being  unlimited ;  and  that 
Section  44  of  The  Burgh  Police  Act, 
1903,  allows  the  erection  in  public  parb 
of  temporary  buildings  only,  such  as 
p.avilions  and  shelters,  he  will  say,  in 
view  of  the  statutory  provisions  in  favour 
of  ratepayers  contained  in  Sections  '306 
and  316  of  The  Burgh  Police  Act,  1892, 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to  prevent 
a  permanent  stone  building,  such  as  a 
court  hall  and  burgh  offices,  being  erected 
on  ground  paid  for  with  money  borrowed 
under  the  Public  Parks  Act. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sinclair.)  As  advised, 
I  understand  there  is  recourse  for  any 
ratepayer  who  considers  himself  aggrieved 
provided  by  the  96th  section  of  the 
Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Act,  1900,  and 
also  at  common  law  by  way  of  interdict 
As  the  matter  may,  therefore,  come  before 
the  law  courts,  I  am  precluded  from 
expressing  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
legality  of  the  action  taken  by  the  town 
councu. 

Orievances  of  BeUut  Foot  Oftee  Olecical 
Staff. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) ;  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  can  say  when  a 
reply  will  be  made  to  the  communication 
sent  to  him  from  the  clerical  staff  at 
Belfast;  and  if  it  has  been  definitely 
decided  to  remove  the  Belfast  head- 
quarters to  Dublin. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
Before  arriving  at  a  final  decision  in 
regard  to  the  proposed  removal  of  the 
superintending  engineer  from  Belfast  to 
Dublin,  I  am  considering  the  memorial 
from  his  clerical  stafT. 

Beftisal  of  Oon  Licences  for  Mr-  Edmond 
Power  of  Dnngarvan. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Orr,  R.M.,  Dimgarvan, 
has  refused  to  issue  a  gun  licence  to 
Mr.  Edmond  Power,  who  is  fanner  and 
manager  of  a  co-operative  creamery; 
whether  the  refusal  is  based  on  the  fact 
that  the  applicant  was  convicted  some 
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time  aeo  for  trespass  in  pursuit  of  game  ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  duty  of 
a  resident  magistrate,  under  the  Peace 
Preservation  Act,  is  confined  to  the 
consideration  as  to  whether  the  applicant 
may  or  may  not  use  the  gtm  for  offences 
which  have  no  concern  with  the  preserra- 
tion  of  game,  he  will  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  several 
cases  in  which  Mr.  Orr  has  refused 
applications  for  gun  licences,  on  the 
ground  that  the  applicants,  in  his  view, 
would  be  likely  to  shoot  game  without 
having  previously  obtained  a  game  licence. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Bryee.)  I  understand 
that  it  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Orr  has 
declined  to  grant  to  Mr.  Power  a  licence 
to  carry  firearms.  The  power  of  issuing 
such  licences  is  vested  in  the  resident 
magistrate  of  the  district.  It  would  be 
contrary  to  practice  and  undesirable  to 
state  grounds  for  refusal  in  a  particular 
case.  Mr.  Orr,  however,  informs  me  that 
he  has  never  refused  an  application  upon 
the  ground  that  the  applicant  would  be 
likely  to  shoot  game  without  having 
previously  obtained  a  game  licence.  I 
am  not  avare  of  any  reason  for  bringing 
the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor. 

Parcels  Poet  Arrangement  for  Adare  and 
Bathkeftle. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if 
he  can  say  when  the  regulations  were 
made  that  parcels  sent  from  Adare  and 
Bathkeale  by  the  afternoon  train  and 
reaching  Limerick  at  3.30  p.m.  are  to  be 
despatched  in  a  direct  parcel  mail  to 
Dublin  at  3.55  p.m.  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays,  and  on  other  days  at  11  p.m. 
on  same  day. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  arrangements  mentioned  in  reference 
to  parcels  sent  from  Kathkeale  and 
Adare  have,  I  understand,  been  in  opera- 
tion for  a  great  number  of  years. 

Case  of  Timothy  Fitigerald,*Baral  Pott- 
man  at  Athen,  Oonnty  Limerick. 

Mr.  O-SHAUGHNESSY  :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  <^n  say  what 
has  been  the  result  of  his  inquiries  into 
the  case  of  Timothy  Fitzgerald,  rural 
postman  in  the  district  of  Athen,  county 
of  Limerick,  whose  wages  were  reduced 
from  lis.  per  week  to  6s.  6d.  per  week. 


and  Is.  per  week  for  cleaning  bicycle,  since 
the  date  of  change  from  a  walking  to 
a  cycling  route ;  and  whether  he  will 
allow  him  to  use  a  bicycle  of  his  own  and 
fix  his  wages  on  a  fair  basis. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  My 
inquiries  in  this  matter  are  not  yet  quite 
complete.  I  will  communicate  with  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  subject  at  an 
early  date. 

Inspector  of  Sheep-Dipping  for  Oonnty 
Donegal. 

Mr.  T.  L.  COKBETT.  (Down,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  been  called  to  the  appointment,  by 
the  Diseases  of  Animals  Committee  of 
the  Donegal  County  Council,  of  an 
inspector  for  the  compulsory  dipping  of 
sheep  in  the  rural  district  of  Glenties; 
will  he  say  bow  many  suitable  men,  with 
long  experience  of  sheep-dipping,  applied 
for  the  position  ;  has  the  person  appointed 
any  knowledge  of  sheep-dipping ;  what 
was  his  former  occupation ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  his  brother  is  a  county 
cduncillor  and  a  member  of  the  Diseases 
of  Animals  Committee  which  made  the 
appointment ;  and  will  he  say  what  action 
does  the  Department  intend  to  take  in 
this  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  have  approved  of 
the  temporary  appointment  by  the  local 
authority  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Acts  for  county  Donegal  of  inspectors  of 
sheep-dipping  for  the  various  rural  dis- 
tricts in  the  county,  Glenties  included. 
In  the  case  of  Glenties  district  the 
information  before  the  Department  does 
not  show  that  there  was  more  than  one 
candidate  for  the  appointment.  The 
Department  have  not  felt  called  upon  to 
inquire  into  the  qualifications  or  connec- 
tions of  any  of  the  persons  appointed. 
They  do  not  propose  to  interfere  with 
the  discretion  of  the  Donegal  local 
authority  in  regard  to  appointments  of 
this  kind. 

Board  of  Education  and  Eden  Chrove 
School,  HoUoway. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
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the.  correspondence  between  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  of  the  London  County 
Council  and  the  Eev.  T.  Carey,  of  Eden 
Grove,  HoUoway  ;  was  the  permission  of 
the  Board  of  Education  sought  before 
the  letter,  dated  July  12th,  1906,  was 
sent  by  the  London  County  Council; 
can  he  explain  how  the  removal  of  one 
of  the  partitions  contributes  to  the 
efficient  working  of  the  school,  and,  if  so, 
why  would  not  the  removal  of  a  like 
partition  in  the  other  room  also  contribute 
to  its  efficient  working;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  expense  caused  by  the 
changes  required  to  be  made,  he  will  say 
who  18  to  indemnify  the  managers. 

(Ans^eered  hy  Mr.  BirreU.)  I  have 
made  inquiries  as  to  the  circumstances 
referred  to,  and  I  find  that  the  apparent 
inconsistency  of  the  local  education 
authority  was  due  to  a  misunderstand- 
ing. Their  letter  of  July  12th  was 
written  to  the  managers  in  ignorance  of 
the  fact  that  the  partition  in  question 
had  already  been  erected,  and  with  the 
object  of  relieving  the  managers  of  ex- 
penditure which  it  was  not  absolutely 
necessary  for  them  to  incur.  I  under- 
stand that  in  the  circumstances  the  local 
education  authority  will  not  press  for  the 
removal  of  the  partition. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  with  reference 
to  the  correspondence  between  the 
London  County  Council  and  the  Bev. 
T.  Carey,  of  Eden  Grove,  HoUoway,  if 
he  can  say  how  it  comes  that  sixty 
children  on  one  floor  divided  into  two 
classes  of  thirty  each,  separated  by  a 
partition,  can  be  efficiently  taught,  where- 
as sixty  children  on  the  next  floor  cannot 
be  effectively  taught  if  they  are  so 
divided  and  accommodated ;  if  the  sixty 
children  on  one  floor  in  one  large  un- 
divided room  were  transferred  to  the 
next  floor  and  divided  into  two  classes, 
and  if  the  other  sixty  children  were 
transferred  so  as  to  take  the  place  of 
these  sixty  children,  how  comes  it  that 
the  teaching  would  be  still  effective ;  and 
can  he  say  what  steps  he  proposes  to 
take  so  that  managers  of  schools  may  not 
be  subjected  to  harassing  and  contradic- 
tory requirements. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  some- 
what abstruse  problems  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  asks  for  replies  raise  ques- 


tions of  educational  administration  into 
which  the  occasion  of  Question  and 
Answer  in  this  House  does  not  appear 
to  offer  a  suitable  opportunity  to  enter. 
I  think  the  essential  purpose  of  the 
Question  is  met  by  the  Answer  I  have 
given  to  the  hon.  Member's  previous 
Question. 

Provision  for  SnrTiTois  of  the  Balaclava 
Charge. 

Mb.  DOBSON  (Plymouth):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  is  aware  that  appeals  are  being  con- 
tinually made  in  the  Press  for  charitable 
assistance  on  behalf  of  twenty- nine  needy 
survivors  of  the  Balaclava  light  brigade 
charge;  and  whether  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  making  sufficient  pro- 
vision from  public  funds  for  their  main- 
tenance in  onler  that  they  may  no  longer 
be  dependent  upon  any  form  of  public 
charity. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldcme.) 
Provision  is  already  made  for  the  award 
from  Army  funds  of  special  campaign 
pensions  up  to  Is.  a  day  to  all  necessitous 
survivors  of  the  Balaclava  Charge.  In 
addition,  grants  are  made  from  a  fond 
administered  by  the  Royal  Patriotic 
Fund  Corporation.  Application  should 
be  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  Chelsea 
Hospital  in  the  case  of  any  necessitous 
survivor  who  is  not  in  receipt  of  any 
Army  pension. 

Cleansing  of  the  Boyal  Canal. 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Boyal  Canal  requires  to 
be  cleansed,  and  that  boat  owners  using 
the  canal  complain  of  its  condition ;  and 
whether  he  will  arrange  with  the  respon- 
sible parties  that  t£e  canal  shall  be 
cleansed  at  once. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  am 
informed  by  the  Board  of  Works  that 
the  ordinary  maintenance  of  this  canal, 
including  cleansing,  is  being  carried  on. 
The  Board  are  piepared  to  consider  and 
inquire  into  any  specific  complaints  which 
may  be  made  to  them  by  boat  owners. 

Erection  of  Glass  Houses  in  Fhcenix 
Park,  Dublin— Scottish  Contractors. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-I.jeutenant  of  Ireland 
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whether  he  can  state  under  what  circum- 
stances contracts  for  the  erection  of  glass 
houses  in  the  Phoenix  Park,  Dublin,  were 
given  to  a  Scottish  firm ;  and  whether  Irish' 
firms  were  invited  to  tender  for  the  erec- 
tion of  these  houses. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  M'Kenna.)  The 
Board  of  Works  have  informed  me  that 
these  houses  were  urgently  required  and 
that  the  work  is  of  a  special  character, 
both  as  regards  the  design,  the  details 
of  coDstruction,  and  the  arrangements  for 
ventilation.  In  these  circumstances  the 
Board  gave  the  contract,  after  being 
satisfied  that  the  terms  were  reasonable, , 
to  a  firm  of  well-known  specialists  in 
this  kind  of  work,  who  had  executed 
contracts  in  the  past  to  the  Board's  entire 
satisfaction.  There  are  considerable 
building  works  in  connection  with  the 
erection  of  the  glass  houses,  and  these, 
I  understand,  have  been  carried  out 
either  by  Dublin  contractors  after  tender 
or  by  the  Board's  workmen. 

Beinstatement  of  James  and  Qeofiey 
Ring  of  Lacka,  County  Oork. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretray  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  in  reference  to  the  Hungerford 
and  Clorahn  estate,  Lacka,  County  Cork ; 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  will 
state  why  they  cannot  take  any  action 
in  respect  to  the  application  of  James 
and  (Geoffrey  Ring,  evicted  tenants,  for 
reinstatement  in  their  holdings. 

•  {Answered  hy  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  after 
careful  inquiry  and  consideration  of  the 
cases  of  James  and  Geoffrey  Ring,  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  these  appli- 
cants were  unsuitable  for  restoration  as 
tenant  purchasers,  and  accordingly 
decided  not  to  take  any  steps  towards 
their  restoration. 

Education  of  Blind  Children  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  FIELD :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  introducing  a  measure  to  afford  the 
same  facilities  with  regard  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind  children  in  Ireland  as 
exists  in  Great  Britain. 

(Ansrvered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  It  appears 
to  have  escaped  the  hon.  Member's  notice 
that  I  have  already  introduced  a  measure 


upon  this  subject.  I  refer  to  the  Irish 
Education  (Afflicted  Children)  Bill, 
which  has  been  read  a  second  time.  The 
Committee  stage  stands  on  the  Paper 
for  23rd  October. 

Disappearance  of  Game  flrom  Ireland- 
Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  -  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  injury  likely  to  result  to  Ireland 
by  the  disappearance  of  game  from  a 
great  part  of  the  country  j  and  whether, 
with  a  view  to  preventing  the  destruction 
of  this  national  asset,  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  taking  steps  to  ensure 
more  careful  attention  to  game  licences, 
and  game  dealers'  licences,  and  of  com- 
pelling game  dealers  to  obey  the  laws  as 
to  recording  in  their  books  the  names  of 
persons  from  whom  they  buy  game. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  enforce- 
ment of  the  game  laws  is  not  a  matter 
which  falls  within  the  province  of  the 
Irish  Government.  The  police  are 
directly  prohibited  by  statute  froin 
enforcing  the  laws  relating  to  the  pre- 
servation of  game.  The  matter  of  game 
licences  concerns  the  Inland  Revenue, 
and  any  question  on  the  subject  should 
be  addressed  to  my  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  who  answers 
for  that  Department. 

Punishment  of  the  Qhaffirs  of  Denshawi. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
why  the  GhafiSrs  of  Denshawi  who  pro- 
tected the  wounded  British  officer:^  and 
took  care  of  them  until  relief  came  have 
been  punished. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  I  have  no  further  information 
than  that  contained  in  the  Papers  already 
laid  before  Parliament. 

The  Denshawi  Affair  and  the  Ombashi 
of  Egyptian  Police. 

Mr,  DILLON  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
Ombashi  of  Egyptian  police,  who  accom- 
panied the  English  officers  on  the  day  of 
the  affray  at  Denshawi,  gave  evidence  at 
the  trial  of  the  villagers  of  Denshawi; 
and,  if  so,  by  whom  he  was  called  on  to 
give  evidence ;  whether  he  has  since 
been  put  on  trial  himself ;  and,  if  so. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1035 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


1036 


what  are  the  charges  against  him ;  and 
before  what  tribunal  is  he  to  be  tried. 

(AnsuKred  by  Secretary  Sir  Edwir.l 
Grey.)  The  Ombashi  was  called  upon  by 
the  prosecution  to  give  evidence  before 
the  court.  I  am  not  aware  that  he  has 
himself  since  been  placed  on  trial. 

The  Anhni  Mining  Contract 
Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  in  view  of  his  statement 
that  the  Wai-wu-Pu  are  endeavouring  to 
overcome  the  hostility  of  the  local  gentry 
in  connection  with  the  Anhui  mining 
contract,  he  would  consider  the  expedi 
ency  of  affording  elfectual  assistance  to 
the  Central  Government  to  enable  them 
to  carry  out  the  concessions  and  obliga- 
tions into  which  they  have  entered  in 
the  past .:  and,  if  not,  by  what  other 
method  does  he  expect  to  secure  the 
legal  rights  of  British  subjects  in  China. 

(AnstDered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  The  Answer  to  the  first  Question 
is  in  the  negative.  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  statement  already  made  in 
regard  to  this  concession  to  the  effect 
that  the  efforts  of  His  Majesty's  Legation 
have  been  and  are  being  directed  to 
obtaining,  by  means  of  representations 
to  the  Central  Grovemment,  permission 
for  the  promoters  of  the  scheme  to 
commence  operations. 

Compensation  for  Injuries  by  Bailway 
Accident  to  Mr.  Winskil— Letter  Sorter. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Finsbury,  Central): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  the 
Post  Office  paid  any  part  of  the  £700 
recently  awarded  by  the  Caledonian 
Kailway  Company  to  Mr.  Winskil  as 
compensation  for  injuries  received  in  a 
railway  accident  while  engaged  as  a 
travelling  letter  sorter ;  and,  if  so,  how 
much. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  The 
Answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Postal  Arrangementt  at  Tollcross. 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lan- 
arkshire, N.W.) :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  has  received 
representations  with  regard  to  the 
inconvenience  of  the  postal  arrangements 
in  parts  of  Tollcross;  and  whether  he 
will  endeavour  to  give  such  increased 


facilities  that  it  may  be  possible  to  reply 
to  English  letters  on  the  day  of  reeeipt. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Btixton.)  I 
have  the  question  of  the  improvement  of 
the  postal  arrangements  at  Tollcross  oo«r 
under  consideration,  and  I  will  communi- 
cate further  with  the  hon.  Member  when 
the  inquiries  are  completed. 

Publication  of  Report  of  Bayal 
Commission  on  Tuberculosis- 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
can  state  when  the  Report  of  the  Boysl 
Commission  on  Tuberculosis  will  be 
issued ;  and  whether  it  is  intended  to 
make  a  definite  statement  regarding  the 
communicability  of  bovine  tuberculosis 
to  man. 

{Annoered  bif  Mr.  John  Bums.)  The 
Royal  Commission  hoped  that  the  Report 
which  they  propose  to  issue  would  have 
been  published  before  the  adjournment, 
but  they  now  find  that  it  will  not  be  prac- 
ticable to  issue  it  before  October.  They 
think  it  necessary  to  include  in  the  Ap- 
pendix a  larger  amount  of  experimenUl 
detail  than  they  anticipated,  and  to 
confirm  certain  important  facts  bv 
additional  experiments,  which  are  still 
under  observation.  I  understand  that  a 
definite  statement  on  the  communicabiUty 
of  bovine  tuberculosis  to  man  will  M 
made  in  the  Report. 

Alcoholic  Beveram  to  inmates  of  Looatic 
Asylum- 

Mr.  wiles  (Islington,  S.)  :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  is  aware  that  the  Report  of 
the  joint  Committee  of  the  Three 
Counties  Asylum,  near  Arlesey,  shows 
that  32,800  gallons  of  beer  were  brewed 
in  the  institution  last  year  for  the  use  of 
the  inmates  and  staff  at  a  cost  of  £933 ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  experience 
of  the  London  County  Council  Asylums 
Committee  has  proved  the  percentage  of 
recoveries  to  be  greater  where  no  beer  is 
given,  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
recommending  the  joint  Committee  to 
abandon  the  practice  of  giving  alcoholic 
beverages  to  lunatics,  except  under  direct 
medical  orders. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladrione.) 
I  beg  to  answer  this  Question  on  behalf 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.     I  am  informed 
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by  the  Lunacy  Commissioners  that  the 
beer  used  at  the  Three  Counties  Asylum 
is  given  to  the  patients  generally  on 
Sundays  only,  when  each  patient  has 
half  a  pint  at  dinner.  On  veek  days 
patients  are  encouraged  to  work  by  an 
allowance  of  beer  to  those  who  work. 
As,  however,  the  use  of  beer  has  been 
discontinued  in  most  asylums,  I  will 
make  further  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

London  Oonnty  Conncil  Parliamentary 
ExpensM. 

Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham):  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  wUl  grant  a  Return 
showing  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
London  County  Council  in  promoting 
and  opposing  Bills  in  Parliament  during 
the  last  six  years,  stating  in  each  case  the 
title  of  the  Bill  and  whether  or  not  it 
became  law. 

(Anawered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  I 
would  draw  the  hon.  Member's  attention 
to  a  Return  made  to  an  Order  of  the 
House  of  Lords  in  1903  (No.  214;,  which 
gives  particulars  of  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  London  County  Council  in  pro- 
moting and  opposing  Bills  in  Parliament 
in  each  session  up  to  and  including  that 
for  the  year  1902.  This  return  will 
perhaps  be  sufficient  for  his  purpose. 

Holding  of  Fairs  at  BaUina. 
Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  :  To 
ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
wheUier  any  steps  have  been  taken  with 
reference  to  granting  a  new  patent  for 
the  holding  of  fairs  to  the  Ballina  Urban 
Distiict  Council 

{Antwerei  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  The 
Urban  District  Council  of  Ballina,  county 
Mayo,  recently  expressed  a  desire  to 
obtain  a  patent  to  hold  monthly  fairs  at 
Ballina.  The  Lord-Lieutenant  caused 
them  to  be  informed  that  this  could  be 
effected  only  on  an  application  by  the 
owners  of  the  existing  patent  of  which 
the  district  council  are  lessees,  the  council 
ai  lessees  to  join  in  the  application.  No 
such  application  has  since  been  received. 

The  Kent  Hop  Industry  aad  Foreign 
Competition. 

Mr.  H.  H.  marks  (Kent,  Thanet) : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Soath 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agricultore,  whether  the 


Board  has  received  representations  from 
tbe  Canterbury  Farmers'  Club  and  East 
Kent  Chamber  uf  Agriculture  with 
reference  to  the  position  of  the  hop 
industry  in  East  Kent ;  and  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  tiike  any  steps  in  the 
matter. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Bdiard  Straehey.) 
We  have  received  a  resolution  from  the 
body  named  ealling  attention  to  the 
serious  position  of  the  hop  industry 
owing  to  the  unfair  competition  from 
foreign  countries,  but  tboy  do  not  make 
any  suggestions  as  to  action  which  might 
be  taken  by  the  Guvernment.  If,  how- 
ever they  refer  to  the  proposal  that 
foreign  hops  should  be  marked  or  th'it 
an  imporc  duty  ^hould  be  imposed,  the 
Gk)vernment  cannot  lake  action  in  either 
direction. 

Oommander  of  Portsmonth  Naval 
Barracks  and  the  Canteen  Committee- 

Mu.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  can  give  an  authoritative 
denial  to  the  report  that  tbe  newly 
appointed  commander  of  Portsmouth 
naval  barracks  bad  intimated  to  the 
canteen  committee  his  intention  to  over- 
ride their  considered  and  unanimous  de- 
cision in  regard  to  a  matter  intimately 
connected  with  the  canteen  funds ;  and 
whether  this  officer  merely  intimated  to 
the  canteen  committee  that  he  reserved 
to  himself  the  right  to  submit  a  report 
to  his  superior  officer  on  a  decision  of 
the  Committee  which  appeared  to  him 
against  the  financial  interests  of  the 
canteen. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  hdmund  Robertson.) 
There  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the 
report  that  any  attempt  has  been  made 
to  override  the  decision  of  the  Ports- 
mouth Canteen  Committee  in  any 
respect. 

Olerks  to  Snrreyors  of  Taxes. 
Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
have  frequently  urged  the  establishment 
of  the  clerks  to  surveyors  of  taxes,  and 
that  the  Treasury  officials  refuse  all  such 
schemes  submitted  to  them,  he  will  state 
his  reasons  for  refusing  to  order  an 
independent  inquirv  into  the  case  of 
these  olerks,  especially  in  riew  of  the  iaot 
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that  the  surveyors  recently  petitioned 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  praying  for 
their  clerks  establishment  in  the  interests 
of  the  Revenue  and  the  public. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  M'Kenna.)  I 
have  already  stated,  in  answer  to  a 
Question  on  the  26th  ultimo  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Down,  the  reasons  for 
this  refusal.  They  are  "that  all  the 
facts  are  fully  known,  that  they  have 
been  carefully  examined  and  considered 
both  by  the  Treasury  and  by  the  Board 
on  more  than  one  occasion  in  recent 
years,  and  that  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  further  inquiry  would 
affect  the  judgment  of  the  Treasury  or  of 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue." 

Mr.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
consulted  the  chief  inspector  and  his 
assistants,  on  the  surveyor's  memorial 
last  year,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  clerks  to  surveyors  of  ta.xes,  he  will 
state  how  many  inspectors  are  employed 
by  such  Board ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  majority  of  the  inspectors 
strongly  urge  the  establishment  of  these 
clerks;  whether  he  will  state  how  many 
of  such  inspectors  are  in  favour  of  such 
establishment ;  and  whether  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  acted  upon  the  advice 
of  such  inspectors  in  refusing  the 
surveyor's  prayer;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
explain  upon  what  grounds  the  Board 
based  their  refusal,  seeing  that  not  one  of 
the  members  of  such  Board  ever  worked 
in  a  surveyor's  ofiBce. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  M'Kenna.)  There  are 
altogether  six  superintending  inspectors 
and  sixteen  inspectors.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  any  question  as  to  the 
m<iividual  opinions  of  the  several 
inspectors.  The  surveyors  were  in- 
formed of  the  grounds  of  refusal  in  a 
Minute  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue, 
dated  July  28th,  1905.  As  I  stated  in 
reply  to  an  unstarred  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Down  on 
June  21st  last,  the  present  system  is 
preferred,  not  only  a»  being  more 
economical,  but  also  as  more  convenient 
for  adaptation  of  the  staff  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  localities, 

Bettun  of  Intercepted  Public  Revenue. 

Mr.  BOWLES :  To  ask  the  Seoretanjf 
to  the  Treasury  whether  he  will  grant,  as 


an  unopposed  Return,  a  statement  of  the 
Intercepted  Public  Revenue  for  the  years 
1904-5,. 1905-6,  1906-7,  in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  223,  of  1905 ; 
whether  he  will  grant  in  the  same  way  a 
continuation  of  I&tum  No.  243,  of  1905 
(Gross  Departmental  Expenditure),  for 
the  years  1895-6,  1905-6,  and  190C-7 ; 
and,  if  not,  upon  what  grounds  it  is 
considered  necessary  now  for  the  first 
time  to  withhold  this  information  from 
the  House. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  M'Kenna.)  A  Return 
of  Public  Revenue  (Interception)  will  be 
given  for  the  three  years  in  question,  if 
the  hon.  Member  will  move  for  it.  "The 
Return  of  Gross  Departmental  Expendi- 
ture has  only  once  been  furnished,  namely, 
in  1905,  when  it  was  allowed  experiment- 
ally. It  is  merely  a  recasting  of  the 
figures  of  expenditure,  as  ordinarily 
published,  under  a  different  classification. 
Such  variations  tend  to  confusion,  and  are 
to  be  deprecated  unless  they  serve  some 
really  useful  purpose.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  such  justification  in  this  instance, 
and  I  regret,  therefore,  that  I  do  not  see 
my  way  to  incur  the  trouble  and  expense 
which  its  publication  would  entail. 

Extension  of  the  Avon  and  Stonr 
Oonservancies- 

Mb.  W.  D.  WARD  (Southampton): 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
whether  a  Report  has  been  received  from 
the  Board's  inspector,  who  held  an 
inquiry  as  to  the  extension  of  the  Avon 
and  Stour  Conservancy  to  other  Hamp- 
shire rivers;  and  whether  such  Report 
will  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

(Ansvxred  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.)  The 
Report  to  which  my  hon.  friend  refers 
has  been  received,  but  it  is  made  solely 
for  the  guidance  and  information  of  the 
Board,  and  it  would  be  contrary  to 
practice  for  it  to  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

Evicted  Byots  in  the  Bombay  Presidency. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if 
he  will  state  how  many  ryots  have  been 
evicted  in  the  Bombay  Presidency  in 
default  of  payment  of  land  revenue  in 
ea«h  of  the  last  five  years ;  and  what  sum 
has  been  realised  in  each  year  through 
the  sale  of  land  previously  in  the 
occupation  of  evicted  ryots. 
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{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
According  to  the  annual  land  revenue 
reports  of  the  Bombay  Presidency  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  the  occupancy 
nght  was  forfeited  to  Grovemment  on 


account  of  arrears  of  land  revenue,  and 
the  amount  realised  by  sale  of  forfeited 
land  to  the  public,  were  aa  follow  in  the. 
last  five  years  for  which  figures  have 
been  received : — 


Nnmber  of  CMe*  of 
forfeiture. 

Amoont  realised  by  ule  of 
forfeited  land  to  the  puUic. 

1899-1900         .... 

1900-1901          .... 

1901-1902 

1902-1903         .... 

1903-1904         .... 

2,173 
6,386 
9,462 
4,210 
16,575 

Rupees. 
4,067  (£270) 

4,425  (je295) 

1,221  (JC81) 

1,746  (£116)      ' 

10,031  (£668) 

In  many  cases  the  forfeited  land  is 
eventually  returned  to  the  ryot.  Only  a 
small  portion  of  the  forfeited  land  in  any 
year  is  sold  to  the  public. 

Contnct  for  Oonveyaiice  of  Military 
Stores  from  Dublin  to  iKilbride— Fa& 
Wages  Olanse. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  Fair  Wages 
Resolution  clause  has  been  inserted  in  the 
contract  for  the  conveyance  of  military 
stores  from  Dublin  to  Kilbride ;  and  if  he 
ia  sware  chat  the  wages  paid  to  the 
carters  on  this  work  is  2s.  a  week  less  than 
the  wages  paid  by  the  contractor  having 
the  contract  for  conveyance  of  other 
military  stores. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  contract  contains  the  current  rate 
clause.  Some  of  the  carters  receive 
more  and  some  less  than  the  carters 
employed  by  the  other  contractor  referred 
to,  but  no  evidence  has  been  produced 
to  show  that  the  minimum  wages  paid 
by  the  contractor  are  less  than  the 
wages  nsually  paid  in  the  district  to 
carters  of  the  same  skill  and  experience. 

Lodging  Allowance  to  Seigeants  and 
Bnglers  on  Permanent  Scan  of  Militia- 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  favourably  consider  the  granting 
of  the  same  fuel,  light,  and  lodging 
allowance  to  sergeants  and  buglers  serving 
on  the  permanent  staff  Militia  on  Militia 
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engagement  as  is  granted  to  the  same 
ranks  on  Army  engagement. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldame.) 
This  proposal  has  been    considered    on 

rrevious  occasions  and  has  been  rejected. 
am  not  aware  of  any  reasons  for 
departing  from  the  decisions  of  my 
predecessors. 

The  War  Office  and  Case  of  Mr-  Bremner. 
Mr.  CLAVELL  SALTEE  (Hants, 
Basingstoke) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  promised 
inquiries  into  Bremner's  case  have  been 
made ;  and,  if  so,  what  course  it  is 
proposed  to  take  in  the  matter. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
This  Question  is  still  under  consideration. 

Poor  Law    Commission— Irish   Medical 
Bepresentative- 

Mr.  O'SHEE  :  To  ask  the  Prime 
Minister,  what  are  the  reasons  why  he 
declines  to  recommend  the  appointment 
of  an  Irish  medical  man  on  the  Eoyal 
Commission  on  the  Poor  Law  to  fill  the 
vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  The 
O'Conor  Don ;  and  whether,  as  the  Irish 
medical  profession  is  vitally  concerned  in 
the  investigations  of  the  Koyal  Commis- 
sion so  far  as  regards  Ireland,  he  will 
reconsider  the  matter- 

(Answered  by  <S»r  ffmry  Campbell- 
Bannerman.)  I  do  not  see  my  way  to 
reconsider  this  matter  in  the  sense  desired 
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hy  the  hon.  Member.  The  selection  of 
members  of  Boyal  Commissions  is 
governed  by  general  considerations,  and 
in  any  fresh  appointment  that  may  be 
made  to  the  Koyal  Commission  on  the 
Poor  Law  the  hon.  Member  imy  be  sure 
that  regard  will  be  had  to  the  Commis- 
sioner's qualifications  for  dealing  with  the 
Poor  Law  as  it  is  administered  in  Ireland. 
It  does  not  follow  that,  because  Irish 
Poor  Law  medical  ofScers  are  interested 
in  the  inquiry,  the  appointment  of  an 
Irish  medical  gentleman  would  necessarily 
be  the  most  fitting  to  make. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


The  "Beno^ra." 
Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  "Renown"  is 
included  in  the  number  of  first-class 
battleships  appearing  in  the  recently 
issued  Betum  of  Fleets;  and  whether 
the  work  of  reconverting  the  vessel  into 
a  battleship  has  been  commenced,  and 
when  it  may  be  expected  to  be  completed. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Edmund  Robertson 
Dundee) :  The  Answer  to  the  first  part 
of  the  Question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  work  of  restoring  the  "  Renown  "  to 
her  original  condition  has  not  yet  been 
commenced,  but  it  could,  if  necessary,  be 
carried  out  in  a  very  short  space  of  time. 

The  DishMided  Scots  Guards. 
Mr.  AINSWORTH  (ArgyUshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  allowing  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  m  the  3rd  Battalion  of  Scots 
Guards,  and  in  other  battalions  to  be 
disbanded  the  opportunity  of  re-engaging 
for  extended  terms  of  service,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  qualify  for  subsequent 
employment  with  the  auxiliary  forces. 

The  SECRETARY^  of  STATE  tor 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldanb,  Haddington): 
These  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
■vill  be  granted  the  opportunity  of  re- 
engaging mentioned  in  the  Question. 

Zulu  Bebrtlion. 
Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 


Colonies  whether  the  Zulu  rebellion  is  now 
at  an  end,  and  whether  the  Militia,  and 
irregular  troops  will  be  immediately 
recalled ;  what  will  be  done  with  the 
3,000  prisoners ;  and  what  steps  will  be 
taken    to  remove  the  conditions  which 

firoduced  disaffection  among  the  hitherto 
oyal  native  population  of  the  Colony. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.) :  The 
Governor  does  not  anticipate  further 
operations,  and  states  that  all  districts  are 
reported  quiet.  The  Natal  Gktvemment 
has  given  orders  for  the  demobilisation 
of  the  active  Militia,  retaining  about 
600  men  for  further  services,  if  required. 
The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  officially 
informed  as  to  what  will  be  done  with 
the  prisoners.  The  Natal  Government 
proposes  to  appoint  a  Commission  to 
investigate  the  question  of  native 
administration. 

Mr.  BYLES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Undor  -  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  speech  made  at  a  public 
banquet  in  Pretoria,  by  Brigadier-Ghneral 
Jeffreys,  in  which  he  defended  the 
military  policy  of  giving  no  quarter  and 
accepting  no  surrender  in  the  recent 
operations  againat  the  Zulus ;  will  he 
say  whether  General  Jeffreys  holds  his 
commission  from  His  Majesty ;  and 
whether  the  Colonial  Secretary  will  take 
any  notice  of  the  speech. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  From  a  newspaper 
report  which  I  have  seen  it  appears  to  be 
stated  that  Brigadier-General  Jefireys, 
who  is  an  officer  upon  the  staff  in  South 
Africa,  said  in  the  course  of  a  speech 
largely  devoted  to  historical  references 
to  bygone  methods  of  warfare,  that  in 
the  course  of  a  "  drive  "  through  impeiM- 
trable  bush  it  was  impossible  to  accept 
surrenders.  I  do  not  Imow  nrhether  the 
report  is  correct;  but  even  if  it  were, 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  afford  any 
grounds  for  the  supposition  that  a  British 
officer  would  defend  the  killing  of  un- 
resisting men.  I  hope  my  hon.  friend 
will  endeavour  to  extend  to  the  speeches 
of  soldiers  the  benefits  of  that  most 
favourable  construction  to  which  speeches 
in  this  House  are  in  constitutional 
practice  entitled,  and  of  which  they  may 
sometimes  stand  in  need.    The  Secretary 
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of  St8t«  do«8  not  consider  that  the  matter 
oills  for  his  interference. 

Mb.  BYLES  :  I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether  I  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  thait  a  "  drive  through 
impenetrable  btMh"  was  an  historic 
reference;  if  that  is  so,  I  am  only  too 
^ad  to  accept  the  Answer,  but  I  take 
it  tomeim 

*  Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  now  asking  a  Quea- 
iatm. 

BepKbriation  of  OoeUes. 
Mb.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
raant^h,  N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  h6  is  yet  in  a  position  to  state 
whether  the  republication  of  the  Re- 
patriation Ordinance  has  been  any  more 
sueceesful  than  the  original  publication 
in  inducing  the  Chinese  coolies  in  the 
Transraal  to  realise  that  they  wish  to  be 
sent  back  to  China ;  what  was  the  date 
of  the  republication  ;  and  has  the  Oovem- 
ment  no  information,  by  telegram  or 
otherwise,  as  to  the  number  of  coolies  who 
have  since  required  to  be  repatriated. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL :  The  new  notice 
was  posted  in  the  compounds  on  July 
18th.  No  information  has  yet  been 
received  as  to  the  number  of  applications 
made. 

Kining  Operations  in  the  Beserred  Area 
of  the  Transraal- 

Mk.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
^iceeter) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Bewaarplaatzen  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  Transvaal  State  to 
the  same  extent  as  before  the  war ;  and 
whether  any  mining  operations  are  now 
being  carried  on  under  these  reserved 
titaa. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL:  The  Governor 
has  not  yet  replied  to  an  inquiry  on  the 
subject  addressed  to  him.  Uis  attention 
is  again  being  called  to  the  matter. 

Bentaioa  .of'  Stamv  Duties  on  Letters 
Patent 

Mb.  weir  (Roes  and  Cromarty) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  a  sum  of  J&160   12s.  is  placed  on 


the  Civil  Service  Supplementary  Erti 
mates,  under  Class  VII.,  for  repayment 
to  the  Civil'  Contingencies  Fund,  in 
respect  of  stamp  duties  payable  on 
Letters  Patent,  creating  Sir  Thomas 
Sanderson,  G.C.B,  K.C.M.G.,  LS.O.,  a 
baron  of  the  United  Kingdom,  will  he 
explain  why  the  recipient  of  this  honour 
is  not  required  to  pay  the  stamp  duties. 

thi!  financial  secretary  to 

THB  treasury  (Mr.  McKenna,  Mon- 
mouthshire, N.):  The  long  and  dis- 
tinguished career  in  the  public  service  of 
the  recipient  of  the  honour  was  held, 
following  precedent,  to  justify  the 
remission  of  the  charges. 

Mb.  WEIR:  Might  I  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  thoae  charges  are 
remitted  on  account  of  long  service,  and 
whether  Members  of  this  House  after 
servins  here  for  many  years  will  be 
entitlw  to  anything  t 

OiTil  Serriee  Eatinurtas. 
Sir  ROBERT  HOBART :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
can  hold  out  hopes  of  substantial 
reductions  and  economies  being  carried 
out  in  the  administration  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates  for  190C-7,  on  some- 
what similar  lines  to  those  effected  on 
the  Army  and  Navy  Estimates. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  Civil  expendi- 
ture of  the  State  applies  to  a  large 
number  of  services  which  are  independent 
of  one  another  and  governed  by  entirely 
different  considerations.  It  is  not 
possible  therefore  by  any  general 
determination  of  policy  to  affect  the 
Civil  expenditure  as  the  Naval  or 
Military  expenditure  may  be  affected. 
It  is,  however,  the  hope  and  intention  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  secure  that 
the  Civil  Services  shall  be  conducted 
with  the  strictest  regard  to  economy. 

King's  Park>  Stirlintr. 
Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  the  town  council 
of  Stirling  had  the  option  of  acquiring 
the  ground  adjoining  the  King's  Park 
and  King's  Knot,  part  of  the  King's 
Park  ;  if  so,  at  what  price  ;  whether  the 
said  ground  haa  been  sold  to  private 
parties ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  why  this 
has  been  done. 
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Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretarj  to  the 
Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Grown  land  contiguous  to  the  King's. 
Park  at  Stirling  is  being  feued  for 
building  purposes ;  whether  applications : 
for  feus  on  this  land  have  hitherto  been 
refused  on  the  ground  that  buildings 
placed  upon  the  site  would  destroy  one 
of  the  finest  views  in  Scotland ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  town,  and  the  public  dissatisfaction 
caused  by  the  present  action,  he  will  re- 
consider any  decision  that  may  have  been 
taken. 

Miu  McKENNA:  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  answer  the  Question  addressed 
to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ayr 
Burghs  at  the  same  time.  I  am  informed 
that  the  land  referred  to  is  an  arable  field 
containing  about  four  aeres  to  which  the 
public  have  never  had  the  privilege  of 
access.  The  Commissioner  of  Woods  is  not 
aware  that  previous  applications  for  feus 
have  been  refused  for  the  reason  stated. 
I  understand,  moreover,  that  adjoining- 
land  on  the  same  side  of  the  Dumbarton 
Boad  belonging  to  the  town  oouncU  of 
Stirling  has  oeon  built  over.  It  has  been 
arranged  that  the  field  shall  be  feued  for 
the  erection  only  of  private  residences  of 
a  style  and  character  to  be  approved  by 
the  Commissioner,  and  the  buildings  are 
to  be  kept  on  the  lower  part  of  the  field 
next  the  public  road,  where  they  will  not 
be  visible  from  the  park  or  interfere  with 
the  amenities  of  it.  The  town  council 
were  given  the  first  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring the  land,  but  did  not  desire  to 
avail  themselves  of  it,  nor,  when  the  pro- 
posals for  feuing  were  submitted  to  them 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  did  they  intimate 
any  objection  to  the  land  being  feued  to 
others  provided  the  restrictions  mentioned 
were  enforced.  In  these  circumstances  I 
see  no  sufficient  reason  for  interfering 
with  the  decision  which  has  been  arrived 
at. 

Insurance  tmder  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act. 

♦SiK  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  statement  on  page  57  of  the 
Annual  Report  on  Factories  and  Work- 
shops that  cases  continue  in  which  charges 
are  made  for  insurance  under  the  Work- 


men's Compensation  Act  and  the  amount 
deducted  more  than  covers  the  premium ; 
and  whether  the  promise  made  by  his 
predecessor  on  August  4th,  1903,  is  to  be 
redeemed. 

♦TsB  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THif  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.) :  I  am  aware  of 
the  statement  to  which  my  right  hon. 
friend  alludes.  In  accordance  with  th» 
promise  given  in  August,  1903,  the  ques- 
tion of  these  deductions  was  brought  by 
the  Home  Office  before  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  Workmen's  CompensatioD 
who  reported  that  "  if  the  practice  were 
shown  to  be  other  than  very  exceptional 
it  might  be  a  question  worthy  of  con- 
sideration whether  the  provisions  of  die 
Truck  Acts  should  not  be  extended  to 
check  the  eviL"  I  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  view  that  the  matter  is  one 
to  be  dealt  with  rather  by  an  Amend- 
ment of  the  Truck  Acts  than  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  and  I  am 
informed  that  the  Truck  Committee  now 
sitting  has  it  in  mind  and  has  already 
heard  evidence  with  regard  to  it. 

Additional  Factory  Inspectors- 
MR.BYLES:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  has  received  communications 
from  workmen's  organisations  asking  for 
an  increase  in  the  factory  laws  inspector- 
ate, by  the  appointment  of  more  working- 
class  inspectors  ;  and  whether  he  can  see 
his  way  to  accede  to  this  demand. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE:  This  Question 
was  pressed  on  my  notice  by  the  deputa- 
tion from  the  Traudes  Union  Congress  in 
February  last.  I  shall  have  an  oppoi^ 
tunity  of  dealing  with  it  in  the  Estimates 
this  afternoon. 

The  Inter-Parliamentary  Oonference. 
Mr.  MEYSEY-THOMPSON  (Stafford- 
shire, Handsworth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  if  he  will 
give  the  details  composing  the  sum  of 
X5,000  to  be  granted  towards  the  ex- 
penses of  receiving  the  Inter-ParUs- 
mentary  Conference. 

*The  first  COMMISSIONER  or 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  I  have  not  yet  received  the 
information  in  the  form  of  vouchers  and 
accounts,  and  therefore  am  unable  to  give 
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particulars.  They  will  b«  presented, 
however,  in  due  course  to  Parliament  and 
the  balance-sheet  will  show  how  the  money 
has  generally  been  expended  in  fitting 
up  the  £oyal  Gallery  for  the  conference, 
for  the  luncheon  in  Westminster  Hall, 
the  banquet  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  for  the 
striking  of  a  medal,  locomotion,  postage, 
and  stationery,  and  other  matters,  "flie 
expensed  for  the  luncheon  falling  on  the 
the  public  charge  will  only  he  the  sum  for 
our  foreign  guests,  the  coet  of  their  own 
entertainment  being  paid  by  the  British 
delegates.  The  total  amount  required 
will  not  be  so  much  as  has  been  voted  by 
Parliament  owing  to  the  admirable 
management  of  the  English  committee 
here. 

IMning   Arrangaments  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid- 
Derby,  as  Chairman  of  the  Kitchen 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  view  of  the  late  sittings  of  the  House 
during  the  past  few  weeks,  whether  he 
yn&  state  how  many  staffs  of  waiters 
there  are  for  the  dining  rooms,  the  num- 
ber of  hoars  they  work,  their  starting 
time,  and  rate  of  pay  ;  and  whether  any, 
and,  if  so,  how  many  receive  any  pay- 
ment when  Parliament  is  not  sitting. 

Mk.  JACOBY  (Derbyshire,  Mid.) :  A 
similar  Question  was  asked  last  Monday. 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my 
written  reply,  t 

Edacatioiuil  Omta. 

Mr.  MEYSEY-THOMPSON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion if  he  will  give  the  items  and  parti- 
culars forming  the  sum  of  £200,000  to 
be  allotted  to  certain  local  education 
authorities  ;  and  when  these  grants  will 
be  paid. 

*The  president  of  the  board 
0?  EDUCATION  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol, 
N.) :  The  sum  named  is  an  estimate  of 
the  maximum  sum  likely  to  be  needed  to 
carry  oat  the  Regulations  recently  issued 
for  the  Special  Grant  which  is  payable 
this  year,  and  this  year  only.  I  can  give  i 
no  accurate  list  of  individual  authorities  or 
amounts  until  the  audited  Financial  State- 
icents  of  the  Local  Education  Authority 

t  See  Col.  433. 


concerned  have  reached  theBoard  of  Educa- 
tion and  been  investigated  there.  The 
grants  will,  as  a  rule,  be  paid  before  the 
close  of  this  year. 

Foreign  Trawling  in  the  Moray  Firtb. 
Mr.     WEIR:     I    beg     to     ask    the 

Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  view  of 
the  decision  of  the  High  Court  at 
Edinburgh  confirming  the  decision  of 
Sheriff  Guthrie  in  regard  to  foreign 
trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth,  will  he 
state  whether  the  commanders  of  Scottish 
Fishery  Board  cruisers  have  been  in- 
structed as  to  the  action  to  be  taken  in 
respect  of  foreign  trawlers  found  fishing 
in  the  Firth ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  state 
when  instructions  will  be  issued 

The  SECRETARY  tor  SCOTLALD 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  I  am  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  add  to  the  reply 
which  I  gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Argyllshire  on  July  25th.  t 

Mr.  WEIR:  Might  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  I  am  to  under- 
stand that  the  cruisers  have  captured  one 
of  these  foreign  trawlers  not  within  the 
three-mile  limit  but  in  any  part  of  the 
Moray  Firth  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  No,  the  hon.  Member 
is  not  to  understand  anything  further 
than  what  I  stated  in  my  answer. 

*Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  : 
Arising  out  of  that  Answer  might  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  can 
tell  us  what  the  Government  are  inquiring 
into? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  That  was  not  the 
Question  put  to  me.  The  Question  put  to 
me  was  whether  the  Commanders  of  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board  had  been  in- 
structed as  to  the  action  to  be  taken  in 
respect  of  foreign  trawlers  found  fishing 
in  the  Firth,  and,  if  not,  when  instructions 
will  be  issued.  That  matter  is  now  re- 
ceiving the  attention  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  May  the  Members 
of  this  House  go  round  with  the 
cruisers  to  see  how  they  are  doing  their 
duty. 

t  See  (4),  Dthate»,c\xi.,  1197. 
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Sutherland  Uain  Boads. 
Mr.  MORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he  will 
take  means  to  get  a  grant  of  money  for 
the  improvement  of  the  main  roads  in  the 
county  of  Sutherland. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  The  Answer  is  in 
the  negative.  I  can  add  nothing  now  to 
previous  answers  to  my  hon.  friend. 

Small  HoldingB  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lan- 
arkshire, N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  Scotland  what  is  the  number  and 
total  acreage  of  agricultural  holdings  in 
Scotland  below  £50  annual  value. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  So  far  as  I  am 
Yware,  there  are  no  precise  figures  avail- 
able. In  1890-91,  the  latest  year  for 
which  figures  are  available,  the  number  of 
persons  assessed  for  Poor  Rate  in  respect 
of  the  occupation  of  farms  and  paying 
rental  not  exceeding  £50  as  per  Vauiation 
Roll,  was  46,828.  Table  VI.  of  the 
Annual  Returns  of  acreage  in  the  Agricul- 
tural Statistics,  1905,  gives  the  total 
number  of  Agricultural  Holdings  in  Scot- 
land above  one  acre  and  not  exceeding 
fifty  acres  as  53,358. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  :  I  sup- 
pose we  shall  have  accurate  information 
tefore  we  deal  with  the  Bill  in  the 
Autumn  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  hope  so,  Sir,  but 
accurate  information  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  obtain. 

Cost  of  Land  Commission  in  Scotland- 

Mh.  MITCHELL-THOMSON:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  what  is 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  new  Scottish 
Land  Commission,  including  the  sums  now 
devoted  to  the  Crofters  Commission  and 
the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  await  the  issue  of  the  Bill. 

Beggars  in  Dunblane. 

Mr.  MORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  action  to  enable  the  police  in  the 
town  of  Dunblane  to  deal  with  loiterers 
and  beggars ;  whether  Section  420  of  the 


Act  of  1892,  as  to  retailers  of  coals,  is  in 
force  in  that  town  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  ex- 
plain why  oflFences  of  that  nature  are  not 
reported  to  the  borough  |woeecutor. 

Thk  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Thobias 
Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs) :  Dunblane  is  not 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  Burgh 
Police  Act,  1892.  If,  under  that  Act,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  there  is  a  failure  of 
duty  upon  the  part  of  the  police,  or  in  the 
reporting  of  the  offences,  the  proper 
course  is  for  any  persons  or  authorities  ag- 
grieved to  report  the  matter  to  the  sheriff 
of  the  county.  In  view,  however,  of  the 
inquiries  by  my  hon.  friend,  such  as  the 
present  and  that  on  the  Paper  for  to- 
morrow, I  have  adopted  the  course  of 
sending  the  whole  correspondence  and 
documents  to  the  Crown  Agent  in  Edin- 
burgh for  report. 

Increased  Value  of  Irish  Land 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
paid  eighteen  years'  purchase  of  fiist- 
term  rents  for  lands  bought  in  1906,  com- 
pared with  fifteen  years'  purchase  in  1902, 
and  twenty-one  and  a  quarter  years'  pur- 
chase of  second-term  rents  in  1 906,oompar- 
ed  with  eighteen  and  three-quarter  years' 
purchase  in  1902,  they  can  now  explain 
what  circumstances  have  arisen  to  justify 
the  increase  of  three  years'  purchase  and 
of  two  and  a-half  years'  respectively. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.) :  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  purchased 
land  in  1906,  as  in  other  years  since  the 
passing  of  the  Irish  Land  Act  of  1903,  at 
the  lowest  price  at  which  they  could  ob- 
tain it.  The  price  of  land  has  risen  since 
1903. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Arising  out  of  that,  can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether 
there  is  any  increase  in  the  agricultural 
value  of  the  land  to  justify  paying  this 
enhanced  price  1 

Mr.  bryce  :  The  causes  which  affect 
the  price  of  land  are  very  numerous,  and 
this  increase  I  suggest  is  largely  due  to 
causes  other  than  that  suggeisted  by  the 
hon.  Member. 
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Kr.  O'OallitfTian  and  tlM  Newman  Estate. 
Mb.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
SeoreLary  to  the  LordXieuteiiant  of  Ire- 
land whether  the  Estates  Commissioners 
bare  yet  arrived  at  any  decision  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  Timothy  C.  O'Callaghan, 
Dnmore,  Mallow,  who  was  excluded  from 
the  purchase  arrangement  on  the  New- 
man estate,  though  willing  to  purchase 
his  holding  on  the  same  terms  as  the  other 
tenants,  and  who  has  since  been  evicted 
from  his  holding ;  are  the  Commissioners 
aware  that  the  hndlord  procured  the  ex- 
clusion of  this  tenant  from  the  general 
scheme  by  a  false  representation,  to  the 
eSect  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  resiunp- 
tion  of  C.  O'Callaghan's  holding,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  demesne  land ;  and 
whether  the  Commissioners  will  take  steps 
to  procure  his  reinstatement. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners inform  me  that  they  have  not  yet 
arrived  at  a  decision  in  this  case.  The 
matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

The  Irish  Batter  Trade  and  the 
Agricultural  Orgraniaation  Society- 
Mr.  FLYNN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  meeting  of  the  council  of 
the  Irish  Butter  Trade  Association  at 
which  the  relationship  of  the  Irish  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  with  the  Irish 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  was 
discussed ;  will  he  say  if  the  Department 
subsidised  the  society  to  the  eictent  of 
£5,700  within  the  past  two  years ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  complaints  of 
this  trade  society  against  the  subsidising 
of  an  organisation  which  is  in  direct 
competition  with  private  traders  in  the 
Irish  butter  trade,  more  especially  in 
regard  to  the  creameries  industry,  the 
Department  will  decline  to  subsidise  the 
Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society 
in  future  by  withholding  further  financial 
assistance. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  have  seen  a  newspaper 
report  of  the  recent  proceedings  of  the 
council  of  the  Irish  Butter  Trade  Associa- 
tion. The  purposes  of  organisation  for 
which  grants  in  aid  of  a  sum  of  £2,000 
for  the  year  ended  February  28th  last, 
and  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  £3,700  for 
the  year  ending  28th  February  next, 
were  made  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture,   with   the    concurrence  of    the 


Agricultural  Board,  have  already  been 
explained  in  my  answers  to  the  questions 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  on 
May  21st  and  29th.t  The  question  of 
the  continuance  of  the  existing  provisional 
arrangement  for  any  period  subsequent 
to  the  twelve  months  ending  February 
28th  next,  was  discussed  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  in  May 
laat,  and  was  postponed  for  further 
consideration  to  their  next  meeting, 
which  will  be  held  in  the  autumn  of  the 

S resent  year.  The  result  of  the  further 
eliberations  of  the  Coundl  will  be  a 
glide  to  the  Agricultural  Board  and  the 
epartment  as  regards  future  action  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  he  himself  aware  that  this 
Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society 
is  in  direct  competition  with  private 
traders  in  the  Irish  butter  trade. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  think  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  refer  to  what  I  said  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  on  May 
21st  and  29th  he  wUl  find  that  I  have 
answered  that. 

Oattle-Maiming  in  Sonth  Deny- 
Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretory  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  police 
have  been  able  to  trace  the  perpetrators 
of  the  cattle-maiming  outrage  on  Mr. 
Bailey,  in  South  Deiry. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  am  informed  that  the 
police  have  made  every  effort  to  discover 
the  offender  or  offenders  in  this  case,  but 
up  to  the  present  have  not  succeeded  in 
doing  so.  They  are  still  pursuing  their 
investigations. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
he  not  aware  that  this  is  the  third  attack 
to  which  this  gentleman  has  been  sub- 
jected :  that  during  the  general  election 
he  was  violently  assaulted  himself  and 
that  now  his  cattle  are  maimed;  and 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  think  that  is  rather  a  high  price  to 
pay  for  his  voting  Liberal. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  have  no  power  in  the 
matter.  I  can  only  say  that  every  possible 

T  See  (4)  Debates  clvii.,  902  ;  clviii.,  257. 
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effort  will  be  made  to  trace  the  per- 
petrators of  this  outrage,  but  hon.  Mem- 
bers must  remember  that  these  outrages 
were  committed  at  night  and  it  is 
extremely  diflScult  to  trace  a  thing  of  that 
sort. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Could  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  supply  North 
Derry  with  the  same  government  which 
is  supplied  to  South  Tipperary  in  cases  of 
the  same  kind  ? 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  Would  the  right 
hon.  C^ntleman  say  whether  the  Member 
for  the  Division  has  denounced  these 
cruel  outrages,  and,  if  not,  whether  he  may 
be  deemed  to  be  in  favour  of  them. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  That  Question  could 
hardly  be  answered  by  me. 

The  Board  of  Works  and  the  Bnrtonport 
Bailway. 

Mr.  McVeigh  (Donegal,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  ineflScient  work- 
ing of  and  delay  to  the  travelling  public  on 
the  Burtonport  Railway  on  the  19  th  and 
21st  instant ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
whatever  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  working  of  the  line  is  due  to  the  Lough 
Swilly  Company  procuring  at  its  own 
expense  new  engines  to  replace  those 
supplied  by  the  Board  of  Works ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  all  the  public  bodies 
in  the  districts  through  which  the  line 
runs  have  passed  Resolutions  asking  for 
something  to  be  done,  he  will  take  steps 
to  have  an  inquiry  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  as  to  the  defects  and  safety  of  the 
line,  and  the  inefficiency  of  its  rolling 
stock. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  am  informed  that  the 
delay  on  the  19th  ultimo  to  the  traffic  on 
the  Burtonport  line  arose  through  an 
accident  to  an  engine  on  the  Lough 
Swilly  Company's  own  line  near  London- 
derry, the  effect  of  which  was  felt  through- 
out the  Burtonport  system.  The  delays 
on  the  21st  ultimo  were  due  partly  to 
causes  which  arose  on  the  Lough  Swilly 
Company's  own  line  and  partly  to 
the  failure  of  the  injectors  of  one  of 
that  company's  engines  at  Owenarrow 
viaduct  on  the  Burtonport  line  The 
reply  to  the  second  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  negative.     The  engines  referred 


to  are  not,  it  is  understood,  now  working 
on  the  Burtonport  line,  the  traffic  on 
which  is  being  worked  by  the  original 
engines.  I  see  no  sufficient  reason  in  the 
circumstances  which  I  have  described  for 
altering  the  view  which  I  expressed  in 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question  of 
June  25th  la8t.t 

National  Education  Oommissioners  aod 
School  Managers  of  Mnnster- 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  LordDeutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  what  action 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
propose  to  take  in  view  of  the  action  of 
school  managers  in  Munstor  and  elsewhere 
in  declining  to  appoint  assistant  mistresses 
in  boys'  schools ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  generally  expressed  opinions  of  the 
managers,  the  rule  will  be  altered  so  as 
to  enable  the  managers  to  appoint 
junior  assistant  masters  in  such  schools. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  The  Commissioners  of 
'National  Education  inform  me  that  they 
have  received  a  resolution  urging  the 
appointment .  of  junior  assistant  masters 
instead  of  assistant  mistresses  in  boys' 
schools  under  masters,  biit  for  the  reasons 
which  have  already  been  fully  stated  the 
Commissioners  do  not  propose  to  take 
any  action  on  the  Resolution.  The  Com- 
missioners state  that  they  continue  to 
receive  from  clerical  managers  in  all  parts 
of  Ireland,  including  Munstor,  applications 
for  the  appointment  of  junior  assistant 
mistresses  in  boys'  schools. 

The  Case  of  Patrick  McOloin. 
Mr.  DOLAN  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutonant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  the  case  of  the  holding  of  Patrick 
McGloin  (Gilbert),  of  Aghamish,  Largy- 
donnell,  county  Leitrim,  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  now  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  the  county  court  judge 
fixing  the  tonant's  second-term  fair  rent 
at  £5  ;  that  that  appeal  is  solely  on  the 
question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county 
court  judge  to  fix  the  rent ;  that  no  appeal 
on  the  question  of  value  has  been  taken  ; 
that  that  appeal  is  to  the  Land  Commision, 
who  are  thus  appellants  and  judges  in  the 
same  case ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
only  effect  of  that  appeal,  if  successful, 
would  be  to  compel  the  tonant  to  buy  at 
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thirty-eight  and  a  half  years  purchase  of 
the  rent  fixed  by  the  county  court  judge, 
and  in  view  of  the  comments  of  the 
county  court  judge  on  the  action  of  the 
Land  Commission  towards  this  tenant, 
land  of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  ttnant 
in  defending  proceedings  brought  against 
him  by  the  Estates  Commissioners,  he 
will  say  what  steps  he  intends  to  take  to 
protect  the  tenant  from  having  to  pur- 
chase on  this  said  terms. 

MB.BRYCE:  I  am  informed  that  the 
Estates  Commissioners  have  appealed 
from  the  decision  of  the  county  court 
jadge  upon  the  question  of  his  jurisdiction 
to  fix  a  fair  rent  in  the  case,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Commissioners 
had  already  issued  an  order  under  Section 
19  of  the  Act,  declaring  McGloin  to  be 
the  purchaser  of  the  holding.  Until  this 
question  of  law  has  been  decided,  the 
Commissioners  are  unable  to  say  how 
they  may  eventually  deal  with  the  case, 
and  in  the  meantime  they  do  not  think  it 
desirable  to  enter  into  the  facts  alleged 
in  the  Question. 

The  Department  of  Asricnlture  and 
Experimoital  Faxmi. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the 
Veterinary  Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Ireland  has  a  laboratory 
and  an  experimental  farm,  as  has  the 
similar  branch  of  the  English  Department 
of  Agriculture,  for  the  purposes  of 
identifying  disease  and  of  research  work, 
and,  if  not,  if  he  will  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  furnishing  the  Irish  Department 
vith  similar  facilities  as  the  English  in 
this  respect;  if  the  Treasury  has 
received  a  memorial  from  the  staff  of  the 
Irish  Veterinary  Department  asking  to  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing  regarding  pay 
with  their  English  confreres ;  and  what 
was  the  reply  to  this  request. 

Me.  BRYCE  :  The  Answer  to  the 
first  part  of  this  Question  is  in  the 
negative.  The  provision  of  a  laboratory 
for  the  diagnosis  of  disease  is  engaging 
attention.  There  is  no  present  intention 
of  establishing  an  experimental  farm  in 
connection  with  the  Department's 
Veterinary  Branch.  A  memorial  in  the 
sense  mentioned  has  been  addressed  to 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Department  by 
a    number    of    Veterinary    Inspectors 


employed  in  the  Veterinary  Branch.  The 
Treasury  have  not  as  yet  been  communi- 
cated with  in  the  matter,  which  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Department. 

Oastleblakeney  Estate  (BalUnasloe). 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  On  behalf  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Galway,  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  if  the  grass  lands  of  the  Castle- 
blakeney  Estate,  near  Ballinasloe,  will  be 
divided  amongst  the  tenantry  before 
next  November. 

Mb.  BRYCE:  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners inform  me  that  they  are  unable 
to  identify  the  grass  lands  referred  to 
from  the  information  furnished  in  the 
Question.  If  the  name  of  the  owner 
should  be  furnished  to  them  they  wiU 
make  further  inquiries. 

Harbour  Works  at  Axklow. 
Mb.  V7 ALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Har- 
bour Board  have  now  submitted  plans  and 
estimates  for  the  proposed  works  at  Ark- 
low,  provision  for  which  was  made  in  the 
Vote  for  the  Ireland  Development  Grant 
of  1906-6. 

Mb.  BRYCE:  The  Harbour  Board 
have  not  yet  submitted  plans  and 
estimates  for  the  proposed  works  at 
Arklow.  It  is  desirable  that  thev  should 
do  so  forthwith  in  order  that  the  work 
may  be  begun.  As  to  the  general 
position,  I  would  refer  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  my  reply  to  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
North  Wexford  on  Thursday  lastt 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE:  Arising 
out  of  that  Answer,  might  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will  use  his 
influence  to  expedite  matters  1 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  will  do  all  I  can,  as  it  is 
very  desirable  that  the  work  should  be 
done  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Proposed  Bailway  between  Mnllanuiay 
and  Belmullet. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  now  in  a 
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position  to  make  any  statement  with 
respect  to  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  construction  of  a  line 
of  rsilvray  between  Mullaranny  and 
Belmullet ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he 
can  undertake  that  the  proposal  will 
receive  his  personal  consideration  during 
the  Parliamentary  Becess. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  have  lately  visited 
both  MuUaranny  and  Belmullet,  and 
have  quite  recently  received  a  Beport 
from  the  Board  of  Works  on  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  railway.  Inasmuch  as 
there  are  four  competing  schemes  for 
lines  of  railway  to  Belmullet,  even  the 
cheapest  of  which  will  involve  large 
expenditure,  the  subject  requires  much 
consideration,  and  I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  make  any  statement  regarding 
It.  It  will,  however,  continue  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Irish  Government. 

Portoyogie  Haibonr  Works- 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  a  letter  addressed, 
on  July  3rd,  to  the  Irish  Government 
by  the  Down  County  Council  respecting 
the  construction  of  improvement  worfa 
at  Porta vogie  Harbour;  and  whether, 
with  a  view  to  the  settlement  of  plans 
for  carrying  out  these  works,  for  which 
funds  have  been  voted  by  Parliament, 
but  as  to  the  details  of  which  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  county 
council  and  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works,  he  will  arrange  that  the  Com- 
missioners shall  send  down  their  engineer 
to  confer  at  Portavogie  with  the  committee 
of  the  county  council. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  am  aware  of  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  in 
this  matter.  The  diiFerence  which  has 
arisen  can  hardly  be  described  as  one 
respecting  details,  seeing  that  the  scheme 
now  proposed  by  the  county  council  is 
entirely  diflFerent  from  that  originally 
put  forward  by  them  and  accepted  by 
the  Grovemment  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  in  office.  It  seems, 
therefore,  to  be  doubtful  whether  the 
case  is  one  for  such  a  conference  as  is 
suggested.  If  the  county  council  are 
prepared  to  abide  by  the  arrangement 
agreed  upon,  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  carrying  out  the  works.     I  understand 


that  the  Board  of  Works  do  not  approve 
of  the  change  of  plans  now  put  forward. 

Mb.  T.  L.  COBBETT  (Down,  N.): 
Arising  out  of  that  Answer,  might  I  adc 
the  right  hon.  Gtentleman  whether  the 
Board  of  Works  would  inform  the  local 
officials  as  to  the  local  inquiry  1 

Mb.  BRYCE:  I  presume  that  either 
the  county  council  or  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment would,  but  I  do  not  know  that  any- 
thing would  be  cleared  up  by  bringing  in 
the  officials  at  this  stage. 

Wieklow  Sea  Defaacas. 
Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  th«  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  work  has  yet 
commenced  in  the  construction  of  sea 
defences  at  Wieklow,  if  not,  what  are  the 
reasons  for  delay,  and  will  he  be  good 
enough  to  undertake  that  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  commence  the  work  be- 
fore further  serious  damage  is  caused  by 
the  depredations  of  the  sea  ;  and  if  he 
will  also  state  what  is  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  negotiations  with  respect  to 
the  proposed  harbour  works  at  Wieklow. 

Mb.  BRYCE :  I  understand  that  work 
has  not  yet  begun  on  these  sea  defenera. 
The  commencement  and  prosecution  of 
the  works  rest  entirely  with  the  Wieklow 
Harbour  Board,  at  whose  disposal  a  sum 
of  £10,000  was  placed  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  at  the  beginning  of 
this  year.  The  Government  are  dist^ 
pointed  that  the  works  have  not  yet  been 
commenced,  and  so  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment are  concerned,  there  is  no  need  for 
further  negotiations.  They  have  done 
all  they  can  to  enable  the  work  to  be 
begun  forthwith-  The  Government  con- 
ditions are  well  known  to  the  Harbour 
Board  and  the  other  persons  locally 
interested.  The  plans  and  estimates  of 
the  works  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Government  by  the  Harbour  Board  with- 
in the  last  few  days,  and  are  now  with 
the  consulting  engineer  for  examination. 

Future  Tenants  and  Fair  Bents. 
Mb.  DOLAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  under 
existing  conditions  it  is  impossible  fw 
future  tenants  in  Ireland  to  avail  of  the 
Land  Courts  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
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manj  of  tbem  are  paying  rents  100  per 
cent,  in  excess  of  the  values  of  their 
holdings,  he  will  take  steps  to  have  the 
alleged  grievances  of  future  tenants 
remedied. 

Mr.  BBYCE  :  I  beg  to  refer  to  my 
reply  to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Leitrim  on  April  3rd,  t  in  which 
1  stated  that  I  was  not  prepared,  in  reply 
to  a  Question,  to  discuss  the  possibility 
of  legislation  in  regard  to  future  tenants. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
Might  I  aak  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  in  the  recess  he  will  inquire 
into  these  cases  very  closely  and  see  for 
himself  the  justice  of  these  claims  1 

Irish  Fisheriee. 
Mr.  DOLAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  during 
the  past  six  months  the  total  take  in  sea 
fishing  has  gained  by  ii  18,000  cwt.  in 
weight  and  £150,000  in  England,  whereas 
for  Ireland  the  increase  is  only  2,600  cwt. 
and  £6,000,  including  shellfish ;  and  will 
he  state  whether  he  can  ascertain  the 
reason  for  the  difference  in  the  rates  of 
inerease  for  England  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  From  the  returns  at 
present  available  it  appears  that  during 
the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year 
the  quantity  of  fish,  excluding  shellfish, 
brought  to  land  in  England  and  Wales 
has  decreased  in  quantity  by  386,796  cwts. 
or  about  8}  per  cent.,  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year; 
while  in  Ireland  the  quantity  has,  during 
the  same  period,  increased  by  2,655  cwts., 
or  I  per  cent.  Including  shellfish,  the 
value  of  the  fish  brought  to  land  in 
England  and  Wales  has  increased  by 
£149,694,  or  4J  per  cent.;  while  in 
Ireland  the  increase  in  value  has  been 
£5.947,  or  4  per  cent.  The  hon.  Member 
wiU  see,  therefore,  that,  as  regards  fish 
properly  so-called,  there  has  been  a 
deerease  in  England  and  Wales  and  a 
small  increase  in  Ireland ;  while  if  shell- 
fish is  included,  there  has  been  an  increase 
at  practically  the  same  rate  in  both 
countries. 

Distarbances  in  Dnngannon 
Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 


t  See  (4)  Debate*,  dv.,  363. 


Lord-Lieut«nant  of  Ireland  whether  rhe 
is  aware  that  on  the  night  of  the  declara- 
tion of  the  poll  in  the  £^  Tyrone  election 
serious  disturbances  were  caused  in  Dun- 
gannon  by  crowds  of  Rationalists,  who 
paraded  the  streets  smashing  the  windows 
of  many  houses  in  Thomas  Street  and 
Market  Square ;  that  the  police  were 
finally  compelled  to  charge  the  mob ;  and 
that  many  of  the  police  were  hit  by 
stones  and  other  missiles;  and  what 
arrests  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  disturbance. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  on  Thursday  night, 
July  26th,  at  Dungannon,  a  band  of 
Nationalists  attempted  to  invade  a 
Protestant  quarter,  where  they  broke  a 
number  of  windows  and  did  serious 
damage  to  the  property  of  Unionists; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  police 
were  pelted  with  stones  and  shot  at 
with  revolvers,  several  officers  being 
badly  beaten  ;  and  what  steps  are  being 
taken  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  will  answer  these 
two  Questions  together.  The  facts 
stated  in  the  first  Question  appear  to  be 
substantially  correct.  It  is  not  the  fact 
that  the  crowd  attempted  to  invade  a 
Protestant  quarter,  because  that  part 
was  strongly  guarded  by  the  police ;  but 
volleys  of  stones  were  thrown  and  some 
windows  broken.  Some  revolver  shots 
appear  to  have  been  fired,  but  whether 
charged  with  bullets  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained. No  one  appears  to  have  been 
hit.  Owing  to  the  darkness — the  lani(.s 
appear  not  to  have  been  lit — it  was  found 
impossible  to  identifiy  the  offenders. 
The  magistrates,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
further  disturbances,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion forbidding  band-playing  and  pro- 
cessions in  Dungannon  yesterday  and 
to-day,  these  being  occasions  on  which 
Party  processions  are  usually  in  the 
town. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH:  Arising  out  of 
that,  may  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  the  disturbance  was  not  com- 
menced by  a  shower  of  missiles  being 
thrown  at  the  Nationalists  from  a  house 
owned  by  an  Orangeman  as  they  were 
returning  to  their  own  quarters  1 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  have  no  information. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1063 


Quastims. 


{common's  J 


Questions. 


1064 


Dnbiitt  Oooncillors  and  a  Carting 
Ckmiract. 

Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Dublin 
Corporation  at  their  meeting  on  June 
11th,  when  they  adopted  the  Beport  of 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  dated 
March  30th,  which  met  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  Councillor  Anthony 
Madden,  High  Sheriff  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  and  Councillor  Thomas  O'Reilly, 
in  regard  to  a  carting  contract ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Committee  arrived 
unanimously  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
circumstances  disclosed  were  discredit- 
able to  the  two  councillors  named ;  and 
whether  any  action  is  contemplated  with 
a  view  to  relieving  them  from  their 
present  responsibilities. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  no  information  concerning 
the  proceedings  of  the  Corporation  in  this 
matter  beyond  that  which  has  appeared 
in  the  Dublin  newspaper.  The  Board 
have  no  power  to  intervene  in  the 
matter. 

Snperintendent  Talbot  and  »  Ihiblin 
Reporter. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lordf-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
complaint  has  reached  his  office  in  Dublin 
as  to  the  action  of  Superintendent  Talbot, 
of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police,  in 
interfering  on  the  25th  June  last  with 
t'le  discharge  of  his  duties,  in  the  Kings- 
town Police  Court,  by  Mr.  Hawe,  a 
reporter  on  one  of  the  Dublin  daily 
newspapers,  by  ordering  him  out  of  a 
seat  at  the  table  in  the  cSurt  in  question  ; 
if  so,  has  any  action  been  taken,  or  is 
it  intended  to  take  any  action  on  the 
complaint;  and  whether  any  policeman 
has  any  authority  of  his  own  to  order 
any  representative  of  the  Press  or  any 
member  of  the  public  to  sit  or  not  to 
sit  in  any  particiuar  place  in  any  Court. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  A  complaint  to  the 
effect  stated  has  been  received,  and 
the  matter  has  been  inquired  into  by 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police.  The  Chief  Com- 
missioner is  satisfied  that  Superintendent 
Talbot's  action  on  the  occasion  in  question 
was  taken  with  the  object  of  preser\*ing 
the   usual  arrangements   whicn   prevau 


in  the  Kingstown  Police  Court  It 
appears  that  Mr.  Hawe  was  sitting  at 
the  table  reserved  for  solicitors,  and  the 
superintendent  indicated  to  him  the 
usual  seat  occupied  by  reporters.  The 
general  arrangements  of  t^e  Court  are 
made  by  the  magistrates,  and  the  police 
on  duty  carry  them  out.  The  Chief 
Commissioner  is  of  opinion  that  it  would 
have  been  wiser  for  the  superintendent 
to  have  left  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
the  court  sergeant,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  see  that  the  magistrate's  arrangements 
are  carried  out.  No  incivility,  hovfever, 
appears  to  have  been  intended  by  the 
superintendent,  who  subsequently  ex- 
pressed to  Mr.  Hawe  his  regret  that 
that  gentleman  had  misunderstood  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  understand  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  Answer  that  the 
superintendent  admitted  that  he  had 
acted  wrongly  on  this  occasion.  Has  the 
superintendent  apologised  to  the  gentle- 
man whom  he  insulted  1 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  case 
of  insult.  It  was  mentioned  to  the 
superintendent  and  he  expressed  his 
regret.  It  is  not  an  incident  of  very 
great  moment,  and  I  think  it  might  now 
be  regarded  as  closed. 

Appointments    to   the   Magistracy  in 
Ooonty  Antrim- 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  recent 
appointments  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  to  the  magistracy  in  the  county 
of  Antrim  were  made  with  the  concur- 
rence of  His  Excellency  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  or  if  he  had  been  consulted 
beforehand;  whether  they  were  made 
with  the  concurrence  of  His  Majesty's 
Lieutenant  of  the  county ;  if  not,  was 
the  Lord  Chancellor  informed  by  him  that 
there  was  no  public  need  for  any  addi- 
tional justices;  on  what  considerations 
did  the  Lord  Chancellor  act  in  making 
the  appointments ;  who  is  responsible  for 
the  status  and  respactability  of  the 
gentlemen  so  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  where  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  declines  to  concur;  and  what 
number  of  justices  were  available  in  the 
Ballymoney,  Ballymena,  and  Lame  dis- 
tricts respectively,  before  the  recent 
appointments. 
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An  HON.  MEMBER  :  Before  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gtontlemaii  ansvers  that  Qaeation 
may  I  put  to  him  a  Question  of  which  I 
had  given  him  private  notice,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  magisterial  bench 
has  been  and  is  at  present  composed 
almost  entirely  of  Tories  and  Orangemen, 
and  that  with  one  exception  the  Oeuten- 
ants  of  the  counties  are  all  Tories  and 
Orangemen;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Catholics  and  Liberals  are  over  85  per 
cent  of  the  country,  and  whether  he  will 
appoint  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
a  number  of  Nationalists  and  Liberals  in 
proportion  to  the  population. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  notice  to  which  the 
hon.    Gentleman   has  referred   has    not 
reached  me.  I  did  not  know  this  Question 
would  be  put  to  me  to-day,  and  I  am  not 
prepared  to  answer  it.     I  may  say  the 
appointment  of  magistrates  does  not  rest 
with  me,  but  with  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
As    to    the    Question    on    the    Paper, 
I  have  referred  this  Question  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  has  favoured  me  with  the 
following    observations  : — The    appoint- 
ment of  county  magistrates  rests  with 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal.     The  Lord-Lieutenant's  con- 
currence   in    such    appoiniments  is  not 
necessary,  nor  is  His  Excellency  consulted 
in  the  matter.    The  recent  appointments 
to  the  magistracy  for  county  Ajitrim  were 
made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  upon  his 
own  responsibility,  and  without  the  con- 
currence of  His  Majestv's  Lieutenant  of 
the  county.     The  lx)ra  Chancellor  had 
carefully  inquired  into  the  suitability  for 
the    magistracy   of    the    gentlemen    in 
question,  whose  names  he  communicated 
to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county ;   but 
having  waited  for  what  he  considered  a 
sufficient    time   without    receiving    any 
reply  from  the  Lieutenant,  he  considered 
it  his  duty,  without  further  delay,  to  take 
upon  himself  the  entire  responsibility  for 
the  appointments.     In  so  doing,  he  acted 
within  his  undoubted  right.     He  con- 
sidered the  gentlemen  whom  he  appointed 
to  be  fit  and  proper  persons    tor    the 
magistracy,  and  he  deemed  their  appoint- 
ment to  be  desirable.     In  considering  the 
appointment  of  magistrates,the  Lord  Chan- 
caUor  has  always  been  desirous  of  securing 
the  co-operation   and  assistance  of   His 
Majesty  s  Lieutenant  in  each  county,  and 
he  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  receive 
such  co-operation  in  nearly  every  case. 
It  has,  however,  never  been  obligatory  on 


the  Lord  Chancellor  to  confine  the  scope 
of  his  inquiries  to  any  one  source,  or .  to 
limit  his  information  to  that  which  the 
Lieutenant  of  a  county  may  afford  him ; 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor  reserves  to  him- 
self the  liberty  to  determine  whether 
additionai  appointments  may  be  deainUe 
in  any  particular  place.  In  making  the 
appointments  for  county  Antrim,  in  what 
the  Lord  Chancellor  considered  to  be  the 
public  interest,  he  had  before  him.^the 
number  of  magistrates*  and  the  composir 
tion  of  the  i^nches  in  the  |»rticul«r 
district  referred  to  in  the  Question. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  90  per  cent,  belonged  to  one  political 
and  religious  Party  t 

Mb.  BRYCE :  I  have  no  information 
as  to  that. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  know  it. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  This  Question 
appeared  on  the  Paper  for  another  day 
and  I  sent  a  letter  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  giving 
him  private  notice  both  to  his  house 
and  to  his  o£Bce. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  did  not  understand 
that  the  Question  was  going  to  be  put  as 
a  supplementary  Question  to-day.  I  prob- 
ably looked  at  it  as  a  matter  I  should 
have  to  answer  in  due  course,  but  not  as 
a  matter  I  should  have  to  answer  to-day. 

Dr.  Starkie  and  Kerry  School  Managers. 
Mb.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  K) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  be  has  received 
a  Resolution  of  the  Kerry  Catholic  school 
managers  asking  for  the  removal  of  Dr. 
Starkie  from  connection  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  primary  education  in  Ireland  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  similar  Resolu- 
tions have  been  passed  by  many  other 
representative  bodies  in  Ireland ;  and 
whether  he  intends  to  take  any  steps  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  a  large  number 
of  the  Irish  people  in  this  matter. 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  I  have  seen  the  Resolu- 
tion referred  to.  It  is  not  within  my 
knowledge  that  similar  Resolutions  have 
been  passed  by  many  other  bodies,  as 
stated  in  the  Question.  The  Government 
do  not* propose  to  dispense  with  the  ser- 
vices of  an  ofiicial  whose  capacity  and 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1067 


The  Autumn 


{COMMONS} 


Sittings. 


1068 


energy  they  value  ao  highly  as  they  do 
thoiM  of  the  Besideiit  Commissioner. 

Mr.  MUBPHY  :  Arising  out  of  that 
Answer  might  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Geiatleman  whether  he  thinks  it  is  con- 
ciKatOTV  to  Irish  opinion  that  he  shonld 
proceed  by  Answers  in  this  House  t6  load 
tUs  QentlemttB  with  excessive  praise  1 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  speak  of  what  I  know, 
and  I  believe  Dr.  Starkie  to  be  a  gentle- 
man of  very  high  integrity. 

Mr.  MUBPHY  :  Might  I  ask,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  every  Catholic 
in  Ireland  is  opposed  to  Dr.  Starkie, 
whether  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  transferring 
him  elsewhere  1 

Mr.  BBYOE:  It  has  never  been 
brought  to  my  knowledge  that  every 
Catholic  in  Ireland  is  opposed  to  him. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  Dr.  Starkie  is  a  Boman  Catholic 
himself  1 

Mr.  BBYCE  :  I  believe  that  is  so. 

Appointment  of  Ooaaty  Magistrates. 

Mr.  HIGHAM  (Yorkshire,  W.R, 
Sowerby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  if  the  recent  appointments  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  magistracy  in 
the  counties  were  made  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Lords-Lieutenant ;  and  how 
far  the  Chancellor  is  prepared  to  act  on 
the  Besolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
of  May  5th,  1893. 

Thk  PBIME  MINISTER  and  FIBST 
LORD  OF  THB  TBEASUBY  (Sir 
H.  Campbell  -  Bannkrman,  Stirling 
Burghs) :  Some  of  the  recent  appoint- 
ments in  the  counties  were  made  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  Lords-Lieutenant  in 
the  usual  way.  Many  were  made  on  the 
suggestion  of  other  persons  after  com- 
munication with  the  Lords- Lieutenant. 
I  stated  early  in  this  session  that  the 
policy  embodied  in  the  Resolution  referred 
to  was  approved  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  it  has  been  continuously 
acted  on  since  the  present  Government 
came  into  power.  If  my  hon.  friend  will 
explain  what  it  is  in  particular  that  he 
wishes  to  see  done  and  ask  a  Question. 


there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  telling  him 
whether  it  will  be  done  or  not. 

The  Limited  PartnershipB  BilL 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  (York- 
shire, W.B.,  Botherham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  allow  the  Limited  Partnerships 
Bill  to  be  stai'red,  so  that  it  may  be  con- 
sidered in  the  autumn  session,  seeing  that 
it  has  already  passed  through  the  House 
of  Lords  and  has  the  undivided  support 
of  the  banking  and  commercial  interests 
of  the  country. 

SirH.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
The  Government  are  very  well  disposed 
towards  this  Bill,  bnt  I  cannot  give  any 
pledge  of  facilities  at  this  stage. 


THE  AUTUMN  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfoid) : 
It  would  be  convenient  if  toe  right  hon* 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  would  now 
give  us  the  terms  of  the  Besolution  that 
he  will  move  on  Saturday  for  the  rising 
of  the  House,  giving  us  first  the  date  of 
the  reassembling  and  telling  us  whether 
the  Besolution  will  provide  ^r  the  taking 
of  the  whole  of  the  time  of  the  House  by 
the  Government  and  what  business  the 
Government  intend  to  put  down  on  the 
first  day  the  House  reassembles. 

Sir  H,  CAMPBELL-BANNEBMAN  : 
The  date  of  the  reassembling  of  the 
House  will  be  October  23ni.  The 
Motion  which  I  shall  propose  for  sus- 
pending the  sittings  until  that  date  trill 
include  the  Resolution  to  give  all  the 
time  of  the  autumn  sittings  to  Govern- 
ment business.  The  business  on  the  first 
day  will  be  the  Merchant  Shipping  Bill 
and  the  Trade  Disputes  Bill. 

MR.JOHNBEDMOND:  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  consider  the  desirability  for  leaving  a 
part  of  the  first  day  upon  which  we  re- 
assemble for  private  Members'  Motions. 
The  reason  I  ask  the  Question  is  that  owing 
to  a  misunderstanding  with  reference  to 
Irish  Estimates  we  were  prevented  from 
raising  most  important  questions  with 
regard  to  Irish  education  which  could 
under  the  circumstances  be  taken  as  a 
private  Member's  Motion. 
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OPEN  SPACES  BILL. 
Lords  Ameodment  to  be  considered 
forttiwith ;  ooosidared,  and  agreed  to. 


Sm  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  do  not  think  I  can  nuke  any  exception 
for  any  individual  case. 


Mb.  WALTEB  LONG:  On  the  reas- 
sembling of  the  House,  will  the  eleven 
o'ckwk  rule  be  suspended  all  through 
the  sittmgs  t 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  do  not  know  what  we  may  come  to,  but 
we  certainly  ahall  not  start  with  the 
suspension  of  the  eleven  o'clock  rule.  All 
that  will  be  done  will  be  to  give  precedence 
to  and  limit  the  sittings  to  Government 
business. 

Mb.  MORTON :  May  I  ask  at  what 
hour  this  Honse  will  meet  on  Saturday 
morning  f 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  think  oa  snch  occasions  it  usually  meets 
at  ten  o'clock. 

♦Mr.  MORTON :  I  beg  to  ^ve  notice 
that  at  an  early  date  I  intend  to 
call  attention  to  the  appointment  of 
m^istrates  in  the  counties  of  Scotland, 
and  to  move  a  Resolutitn  thereon. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Revenue 
Bill;  Poet  Office  Sites  Bill;  Post  Office 
{Literature  for  the  Blind)  Bill;  Charit- 
able Loan  Societies  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Dean 
Forest  Bill ;  Deanery  of  Manchester  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to: — Gas  and  Water 
Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords];  Gas 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords! ; 
Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
[Lords];  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lordsl;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords] ;  County  of  Durham  Electric 
Power  Supply  Bill  [Lords];  Great 
Northern  (Ireland)  and  Midland  Railways 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Nettlebed  and  District 
Commons  (Preservation)  Bill  [Lords]; 
Shropshire,  Worcestershire,  and  Stafford- 
shire Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords];  with- 
out Amendment. 


GROUND  GAME  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


NEW  BCBMBER  SWORN. 
Thomas  Michael  Kettle,   esquire,   for 
the    County    of    Tyrone    (East  Tyrone 
Division). 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 
Ordered,  That  on  this  day,  notwith- 
standing anything  in  Standing  Order 
No.  15,  Business  other  than  Business  of 
Supply  may  be  taken  before  Eleven  of 
the  clock. — {Sir  H.  Camphell-Bannerman.) 

SUPPLY  [20tH  ALuyrTED  Day] 
[31st  July]- REPORT. 

Resolutions  reported. 

civil    services    and     revenue 
departments  estimates,  1906-7. 

Glass  IL 

1.  "That  a  snm,  not  exceeding 
£29,050,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  snm  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March,  1907,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  His 
Majesty  8  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid 
of  certain  Expenses  connected  with 
Emigration." 

Class  L 

2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£707,680,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  Nfarcb,  1907,  for 
Expenditure  on  the  Services  included  in 
Class  L  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services, 
viz. : — 

5.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Build-        £, 

ings.  Great  Britain        -      34,800 

6.  Art  and  Science  Buildings, 

Great  Britain        -  45,800 

10.  Surveys    of    the    United 

Kingdom  -  -  -  124,578 
Harbours  under  the  Board 

of  Trade  -  -  -  14,606 
Peterhead  Harbour  •     ,  -       22,000 

13.  Rates     on     Government 

Property       -        -        -     340,656 

14.  Public  Works  and  Build- 

ings, Ireland  -        -        -      96,477 

15.  Railways,  Ireland    -        -      28,663 

£707,580  " 


11 


12. 
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Class  II. 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,203,002,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  m 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  Slst  day  of  March,  1907,  for  Expendi- 
ture in  respect  of  the  Services  included  in 
Class  II.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz. : — 

£ 


1.  House  of  Lords  0£Bces     -. 

2.  House  of  Commons  OflBces 

3.  Treasury  and  Subordinate 

Departments 

4.  Home  Office    - 

8.  Board  of  Trade 

9.  Mercantile    Marine    Ser- 

vices -  -  -  - 
10.  Bankruptcy    Department 

of  the  Board  of  Trade  - 
12.  Charity  Commission 

16.  Local  Gk>vemment  Board 

17.  Lunacy  Commission,  Eng- 

land   -        -        •        . 

22.  Redstrar-General's  Office, 

England      ... 

23.  Stationery  and  Printing  - 

24.  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land 

Revenues,   etc.,  Office 

25.  Works  and  Public  Build- 
ings Office  - 

Secret  Service 


26. 


27. 

28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


32. 


35. 

37. 

38. 
39. 
40. 


Scotland. 

Secretary    for  Scotland's 

Office - 
Fishery   Board 
Lunacy  Commission 
Registrar-General's  Office 
Local  Government  Board 

for  Scotland 


Ireland. 


Lieu- 


and 
Ire- 


Household  of  Lord 

tenant  of  Ireland 
Charitable  Donations 

Bequests  Office 
Public  Record  Office, 

land     .... 
Public  Works  Office 
Registrar  General's  Office 
Valuation   and  Boundary 

Survey     (including     a 

Supplementary   sum  of 

£1,000). 


10,210 
17,900 

69,911 
124,085 
160,379 

69,873 

6 

16,079 

147,470 

10,736 

25,412 
401,480 

12,756 

45,278 
10,000 


9,750 

13,691 

3,731 

3,241 

10,470 


2,672 

1,049 

3,484 

23,938 

7,132 


12,276 


£1,203,002  " 


Class  IIL 

4.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,077,936,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Services  included  in  Class  III.  of  the 
Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 
31,954 


1.  Law  Charges  .         .        - 

2.  Miscellaneous  Legal    Ex- 

penses 

3.  Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 

ture     .... 

4.  Land  Renstry 

5.  Country  Courts 

7.  Prisons,  England  and  the 
Colonies       - 

-8.  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial Schools,  Great 
Britain 

9.  Broadmoor  Criminal 

Lunatic  Asylum  - 

Scotland. 

10.  Law        Charges       and 

Courts  of  Law  - 

11.  Register    House,  Edin- 

burgh      .        .        - 

12.  Crofters'  Commission    - 

13.  Prisons 


Ireland. 
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Law  Charges  and  Crimi- 
nal Prosecutions 
15.  Supreme  Court  of  Judi- 
cature     and      other 
Legal  Departments   - 

Irish  Land  Commission 

County  Court  Officers, 
etc. 

Dublin      Metropolitan 
Police       .        .        - 

Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary 

Prisons 

Reformatory   and    In- 
dustrial Schools 

Dundrum        Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylum 


16. 
17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 


1,  914 

179,066 

25,602 

2 

394,255 


113,977 
27,121 

60,828 

27,745 

2,445 

52,600 

32,652 

69,586 
124,215 

66,088 

35,721 

710,038 
62,556 

55,995 

3,576 


£2,077,936" 


Class  IV. 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£8,387,882,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  com© 
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in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Ili^rch,  1907, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services, 
included  in  Class  lY.  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

1.  Board  of  Education  (in- 

cluding a  Supple- 
mentary Sum  of 
£200,000)        -        -    6,339,600 

2.  British  Museum    -        -         99,998 

3.  National  Gallery  -        -  7,038 

4.  National  Portrait   Gal- 

lery -        -        -  2,619 

5.  Wallace  Collection        -  3,821 

6.  Scientific  Investigation, 

etc.,  United  King- 
dom        -        -        -         33,660 

7.  Universities    and    Col- 

leges, Great  Britain, 
and  Intermediate 
Education,  Wales     -        140,400 

8.  Public  Education,  Scot- 

land -        -        -     1,122,128 

9.  National    Gallery    etc., 

Scotland  -        -        -  768 


Ireland. 

10.  Public  Education  - 

11.  Endowed  Schools  Com 

633,223 

- 

missioners 

12.  National  Gallery  - 

13.  Queen's  Colleges  • 

610 
1,766 
2,361 

£8,387,882  " 

Class  V. 
6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,196,905,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1907,  for  Expenditure  on  the  Services 
indudeid  in  Class  V.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

1.  Diplomatic     and    Consular 

Services  -        -        -    303,856 

2.  Colonial  Services         -        -     827,952 

3.  Telegraph     Subsidies     and 

Pacific  Cable  -        -        •      49,497 

4.  Cyprus  (Grant  in  Aid)        -        1,000 

5.  Treasury  Chest  Fund  -        -       14,600 

£1,196,905" 


Class  VI. 

7.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £582, 
bo  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 

VOL.CLXIL  [Fourth  Skries.] 


Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1907,  for  Ej^nditure  in 
respect  of  the  Services  included  in 
Class  VI.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

3.  Miscellaneous,      Charitable, 

and  other  Allowances     -  383 

4.  Hospitals  and  Charities,  Ire- 

land      ....  199 

£582  " 

Class  VII. 
8.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£350,759,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  fur 
Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  VII.  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

1.  Temporary  Commissions      •      27,000 

2.  Miscellaneous  Expenses        •       10,743 

3.  Repayments  to    the    Local 

Loans  Fund    ...  58 

4.  Ireland  Development  Grant      85,000 

5.  Repayments  to  Civil  Contin- 

gencies Fund  -        -        •      22,958 

6.  Inter  -  Parliamentary    Con- 

ference -        -        -        .        5,000 

7.  Expenses  under  the  Unem  - 

ployed    Workmen    Act, 

1905      -        -        -        -     200,000 


£350,759" 


AKMY  BSTIBtATES  1906-7. 
9.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,803,100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  for 
Expenditure  on  the  Army  Services, 
including  Army  (Ordnance  Factories), 
via.  : — 

£ 
5.  Volunteer  Corps,  Pay  and 

Allowances     -         -        -1,244,000 
13.  War    Office     and     Army 

Accounts  Department-        559,000 
Ordnance  Factories    ■        -  100 


£1,803,100" 


Resolutions  read  a  second  time  :>- 

First  Two  Resolutions  postponed. 
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he  understood,  engaged  in  clerical  duties 
and  special  inquires  which  took  them 
off  their  regular  work.  The  nominal 
staff,  therefore,  was  much  larger 
than  the  real  staff.  The  increase 
in  the  number  of  working  places  was 
more  rapid  every  year,  and  in  the 
present  year  the  increase  of  work -places 
under  inspection  was  28,000 ;  and  for 
all  the  work  there  were  in  all  154 
inspectors,  and  inspectors'  assistants,  male 
and  female,  including  all  those  detached 
for  medical  and  other  departments,  etc. 
for  special  duty.  The  dangerous  trades 
carried  on  under  special  regulations  were 
increasing,  and  required  more  inspection. 
The  result  of  the  shortness  of  stall 
was  seen  in  the  Report.  Miss 
Anderson,  the  principal  lady  inspector, 
reported  "a  representative  case," 
involving  a  long  series  of  visit*.  The 
underground  departments  of  a  "world- 
famed  provision  manufacturer  "  were  con- 
cerned, and  "  the  firm  had  opposed  every 
suggestion  of  improvement."  But  the 
manager  ultimately  promised  to  per- 
suade the  firm  to  remedy  the  "  ghiriag 
defects"  which  had  been  pointed  out. 
Miss  Anderson  added  in  her  Report- 


Third  Resolution : — 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  upon  this 
Vote  an  opportunity  was  given  for 
raising  certain  questions  which  were  of 
greater  importance  than  was  generally 
recognised.  But  on  this  occasion,  when 
one  saw  so  many  new  Members  of  the 
House  who  had  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  them  in  a  degree  more  marked  than 
that  whichpreviouslyexisted  in  the  House, 
there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  divid- 
ing this  question  between  a  larger  num- 
ber than  was  usually  the  case.  While 
in  past  years  the  miners  had  been  well 
represented  on  this  Vote,  there  had  been 
a  great  absence  of  those  concerned  with 
other  trades.  There  were  now  present 
in  the  House  a  much  larger  number  of 
Members  who  had  a  personal  and  more 
detailed  knowledge  of  the  working  of 
the  great  trades  though  loss  of  those  which 
were  most  helped  by  inspection  by 
Government  departments.  The  great 
organised  trades  were,  to  some 
extent,  able  to  protect  themselves, 
and  the  miners,  working  under  special 
rules,  were  closely  regulated  by  law, 
and  did  not  have  to  depend  on  the 
Department.  The  great  textile  trades 
were  now  represented  by  three  Members 
in  whom  they  had  full  confidence,  but 
nevertheless  there  was  one  class  of 
workers,  especially  women  workers, 
whose  fate  depended  in  a  great  degree 
on  legislation  and  the  enforcement  of 
the  law.  Therefore  there  was  one 
subject  which  always  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  this  Vote, 
namely,  the  eiSciency  of  the  law  and 
inspection  as  regards  those  trades.  It  was 
only  with  the  administration  that  the 
Committee  could  deal  on  this  Vote, 
and  year  by  year  they  had  always 
called  attention  to  the  smallness  of 
the  number  of  women  inspectors.  On 
the  woman  inspectors  especially  fell 
the  duty  of  enforcing  the  law  in  cases 
where  inspection  was  most  necessary. 
Early  in  the  session  questions  were 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  as 
to  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  staff 
of  women  inspectors,  and  certain  pro- 
mises were  made,  and  he  understood 
there  was  to  be  an  immediate  increase  of 
three.  He  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  tell  the  House  what 
was  the  state  of  affairs  with  regard  to 
the  women  inspectors.     They  wer^  still. 


"  It  remains  to   note  the    results  when  t 
visit  is  poHsible." 

That  was  the  result  of  the  smallneas  of 
the  staff  of  women  inspectors.  Not  only 
were  the  numbers  of  complaints  in- 
creasing, but  the  arrears  were  increasing 
also,  so  that  a  large  number  of  com- 
plaints had  to  be  set  aside  because  there 
was  no  one  to  deal  with  them.  A  sub- 
ject closely  connected  Mrith  that  of  the 
increase  of  the  inspectorate  was  the 
extension  of  the  principle  of  "parti- 
culars" to  all  piecework  trades.  As 
to  some  trades  where  the  necessity  was 
admitted  —  such  as  the  paper -big  and 
paper-box  trades  —  the  "  particulars" 
order  had  himg  fire  for  many  yearn. 
Three  new  industries  were  reported  on 
as  long  ago  as  1902,  and  yet  the  order 
had  not  been  made  in  respect  of  them. 
How  many  such  cases  had  the  Home  Office 
no*  under  considemtion  1  If  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  the  extension  of  "  particu- 
lars "  to  all  piecework  trades,  the  orders 
should  be  granted  at  once  where  the 
inquiry  was  complete  and  the  report  had 
boon  received.  In  1895  a  Grand  Com- 
mittee considered  a  factory  Bill,  and  some 
propo.sal8  were  made  to  introduce  a  new 
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system.  In  regard  to  the  sweated  in- 
dustries, one  of  the  proposals  made  in 
1895  was  the  introduction  of  the  New 
Zealand  license  system,  but  objection  was 
taken  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  throw 
such  work  on  the  Department  as  would 
cause  a  breakdown  of  the  whole  system. 
A  good  deal  of  work  under  the  Factory 
Act  of  1901  was  thrown  on  the  local 
authorities,  but  the  statement  made 
by  himself  and  others  at  that  time  that 
the  duty  would  not  be  performed  by  some 
local  authorities  had  been  borne  out. 
The  Report  now  before  the  House 
stated  that  there  was  no  provision  by 
which  the  enforcement  of  the  law  by 
the  local  authorities  in  regard  to  "  par- 
ticulars" was  possible.  To  his  own 
knowledge  there  were  within  ten  miles 
of  this  House  medical  officers  of  health 
of  the  local  authorities,  with  all  their  staffs 
of  aanitary  inspectors  behind  them,  who 
were  absolutely  unacquainted  with  the 
law  on  this  subject,  and  who  did  not 
know  what  "particulars"  were.  On 
the  other  hand  the  Home  Office  inspec- 
tors, feeling  that  the  local  authorities 
were  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  other  provisions  of  the  law  in  those 
cases,  had  but  rare  opportunities  of 
visiting  the  homes  in  wluch  this  work 
was  carried  on.  The  result  was  that  the 
grant  of  "  particulars "  in  those  cases 
was  illtisory.  He  would  suggest  that 
something  must  be  done  to  overcome 
this  great  difficulty  by  means  of  the 
issue  of  a  circular  to  sanitary  inspectors 
and  medical  officers  calling  attention 
to  the  fact  that  they  might  call 
in  the  inspectors  of  factories.  As 
regarded  tiie  feebler  trades,  of 
which  the  greatest  complaints  had 
been  made  in  the  past,  they  were  able 
to  see  some  slight  improvement,  due 
partly  to  the  Report  laid  annually  before 
the  House  and  the  publicity  which  was 
given  to  that  Report,  and  partly  in 
tome  trades  to  the  excellent  results 
accomplished  by  social  unions,  and 
partly  to  the  debates  in  this  House. 
But  the  progress  was  not  sufficient. 
The  public  had  recently  been  startled 
by  extracts  from  the  factory  inspectors' 
reports  on  the  jam  trade.  It  was  bad 
enough  now,  but  that  trade  was  in- 
finitely better  than  it  was  some  years 
ago.  The  same  thing  might  be  said 
with  regard  to  the  fish -curing  industry. 


During  the  discussions  on  the  Bill  of 
1901  an  optional  clause  was  inserted  by 
which  the  owners  of  jam  factories  were  to 
make  special  provisions  in  regard  to  the 
standard  weights  carried  by  the  em- 
ployees. But  still  we  were  infinitely 
behind  France  in  regard  to  the  carrying  of 
weights  by  women  and  children.  On 
page  296  of  the  Report  one  of  the  women 
inspectors  said — 

"The  heavy  wcwhts  carried  by  young 
persons  -equally  strikine  in  textile  factories — 
whenever  there  is  a  fairly  abundant  lupply  of 
young,  rheap  labour  •  *  •  The  carrying, 
puHhiiiK  or  pulling  of  heavy  weights  was  one 
of  the  duties  of  the  apprentice  in  almost  every 
trade." 

She  went  on  to  describe  having  found 
a  child  carr}nng  a  bundle  which  was 
proved  to  weigh  44  lbs,  and  that  it  was 
"  pitiful  to  see  the  twisted  little  figures  of 
the  children  doing  their  best  to  aooom- 

!>li8h  more  than  they  were  physically  fit 
or."  Miss  Martindale,  another  lady  in- 
spector, said  that  she  was  "  unable  to  give 
as  much  attention  as  formerly  to  the 
carrying  of  heavy  weights  by  women  and 
children."  But  in  visiting  one  factory 
she  had  seen  a  boy  "  carrying  a  piece  of 
clay  weighing  69  lbs.,  his  own  weight 
being  77  lbs."  She  re-visited  that  factory 
two  years  afterwards  and  found  that  the 
boy  was  hardly  grown,  and  only  weighed 
"  81  lbs.,  an  increase  of  only  4  lbs."  in  two 
years.  She  added  that  the  "undersised 
condition  of  many  of  the  potterv  workers 
was  owing  to  the  excessive  physical  strain 
to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in  their 
early  years."  There  were  many  other 
trades  on  which  that  remark  could  be 
made.  All  these  matters  brought  them 
back  to  the  point  as  to  the  necessity  for 
increasing  the  number  of  competent 
skilled  inspectors.  Just  as  there  had  been 
an  improvement  in  the  fruit-preserving 
industry,  and  in  the  fish-curing  industry, 
so  there  had  been  an  improvement  in  the 
lead  industry  compared  with  three  or  four 
years  ago ;  but  still  there  was  immense 
room  for  progress.  At  page  291  of  the 
Report,  the  impector  made  this  signi- 
ficant comment — 

"  It  is  disappointing  to  find  that  the  number 
of  fonea  of  plumbism  amongst  the  women 
workers  in  die  potteries  hag  not  decidedly 
decreased." 

And  then  she  went  on  to  say  on  page 
292  that— 

"A  great  detl  of  the  ill-health  and  low 
vitality  among  the  pottery  woikem." 
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would  not  be  decreased  until  the  Special 
Rules  were  more  strictly  enforced. 

The  words  were — 

"  Until  the  standard  of  carrying  ont  the 
Special  Hules  has  been  raised  tliroughoot  the 
potteries  the  amount  of  ill- health  amongst  the 
workers  will  not  be  lessened  to  any  consider- 
able extent.  There  was  a  lack  of  interest  in 
taking  any  farther  precautions  than  those 
required  by  the  exact  text  of  the  Special 
Rmes,  and  this  was  illustrated  in  one  factory 
where  during  two  and  a  half  years  eleven  cases 
of  plumbism  amongst  women  had  been 
reported,  and  nine  cases  of  other  ill-health, 
probably  due  to  the  employment.  On 
investigation  it  was  found  that  although  there 
was  fair  compliance  with  the  Special  Rules, 
the  workers  had  been  engaj^ed  in  processes 
whtob,  although  not  prohibited,  were  still 
highly  undesirable  employment  for  women  and 
girls,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  lead  with 
which  they  came  in  oontiict." 

Another  inspector  reported  that — 

"  Although  some  manufacturers  were  doubt- 
less doing  their  utmost  to  comply  with  the 
regulations,  the  mont  striking  feature  to  be 
observed  in  the  inspcclion  of  tlie  potteries  was 
the  absolute  failure  of  the  occupiers  and 
managers  to  realise  their  responsibility  with 
reference  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  Special 
Rules." 

This  was  another  case  of  insufficiency 
of  inspection,  because  these  Special 
Rules  were  liighly  technical  and  re- 
quired highly  trained  and  competent 
inspectors.  Under  this  Vote  they 
could  not  deal  with  legislation ;  but 
two  or  three  Departmental  Committees 
had  been  appointed  to  make  suggestions 
in  regard  to  future  legislation.  His 
right  hon.  friend  the  Lord  Advocate 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Truck,  and  he  was  sure  that  they  would 
all  be  anxious  to  receive  the  full  Report 
of  that  Committee  with  a  view  to  legisla- 
tion as  soon  as  possible.  There  was 
another  Committee  as  to  which  he 
wished  to  make  some  inquiry,  and  that 
was  the  Committee  to  deal  with  the 
pressing  matter  of  insurance  under  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  The 
House  would  remember  that  when  the 
Bill  was  discussed  he  had  put  forward 
an  Amendment  raising  this  question  of 
insurance  in  a  general  form.  In  the 
debate  which  followed  his  right  hon. 
friend  made  a  promise  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee,  and,  being 
satisfied  with  that  promise,  he  with- 
drew his  Amendment.  That  promise 
was    somewhat    toned    down    on    the 

Sir  Charles  DUke, 


following  day  by  the  Under-Secretary, 
but  it  was  afterwards  renewed  in  the 
same  terms  in  which  it  was  originally 
made.  He  would  like  the  Home  Secre- 
tary to  State  clearly  the  nature  of  the 
promise,  because  the  subject  was  be- 
coming more  and  more  pressing.  He 
begged  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  £100. 

♦Mr.     J.     RAMSAY    MACDONALD 

(Leicester),  in  seconding  the  Motion,  said 
that  the  difficulty  which  Members  ex- 
perienced in  taking  part  in  a  discussion  on 
the  Home  Office  Vote  was  the  enormous 
width  of  the  subjects  which  lay  before 
them.  For  instance,  tiiere  were  the 
many  problems  which  had  been  raised 
by  the  Sweating  Exhibition  in  the  Queen's 
Hall.  There  was  also  the  question  to 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  referred,  of 
the  relations  between  the  Home  Office  and 
the  local  sanitary  authorities.  P.trsonally 
he  considered  that  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  which  the  Home 
OflSce  would  have  to  face.  A  Return 
which  had  been  presented  upon  his 
Motion  showing  how  certain  Hectiona 
of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act 
were  supposed  to  be  administ-red,  was 
really  appalling  in  the  facts  which  it  dis- 
closed, and  the  evidence  which  it  afiorded 
of  that  working.  He  never  believed  that 
these  sections  were  being  well  admin- 
istered, but  he  never  <Jiought  that  they 
were  so  badly  administered  as  that  Re- 
turn disclosed.  He  refrained,  however, 
from  entering  into  that  question,  besause 
there  was  one  important  matter  which  he 
wished  to  refer  to,  which  was,  he  thought, 
fundamental  to  everything,  and  that  was 
not  so  much  the  increase  as  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  stafE  of  factory  inspectors. 
He  did  not  wish  to  dissociate  himself 
from  the  proposals  which  were  being 
made  for  a  substantial  increase  of  l^e 
inspectorate,  and  he  himself  desired  an 
increase  of  that  body.  But  they  wanted 
not  only  numbers,  but  quality,  and  it 
was  a  question  not  only  of  increasing 
the  staS,  but  of  increasing  their  efficiency. 
Some  months  ago  he  drew  the  attention 
of  the  Hoxise  to  the  syllabus  which  had 
been  issued  in  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  factory  inspectors.  All  he  could 
then  do  was  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  character  of  the  prepara- 
tion    required,    and    he    pointed    out 
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that  the  practical  part  of  the  examina- 
tion had  been  dropped,  that  the  ex- 
aminations had  become  theoretical,  and 
that  its  theory  was  of  such  a  character 
that  nobody  who  had  not  been  to  a 
University  could  hope  to  pass.  He  was 
now  in  a  position  to  put  before  the  House 
one  or  two  questions  which  had  been  set 
at  the  recent  examination  under  this 
syllabus.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
these  questions  were  put  to  the  men 
who  were  to  inspect  machinery  and  see 
if  it  was  properly  guarded  and  whether 
there  was  any  danger  in  the  manner  in 
which  factories  were  carried  on.  The  first 
question  in  English  history  was — 

"How  did  WiUism  the  C<mqaeror  deal 
with  the  lands  of  the  conquered  ?  Ii  be 
oomctly  described  as  introdacmg  the  '  feudal 
■ysteiii  ^  into  England  ? " 

Another  question  was — 


"  Give  an  aocount  of  the  relations  between 
England  and  Scotland  from  the  time  of 
WiUism  I.  to  the  death  of  Edward  I." 

Question  number  7  was — 

"Describe  the  process  of  confiscation  of 
Charch  lands  nnder  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward 
VI." 

Another  question  was — 

"Describe  briefly  the  relations  between 
Hizaheth  and  her  Parliament.  Do  you  con- 
ndar  that  she  was  more  or  less  despotic  than 
HeniyVnLT" 

Question  10  ran — 

"Describe  the  treatment  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  throaghoat  the  17th  century." 

And  Question  15  was  as  follows : 

"CoiDMre  the  extent  of  the  British  Empire 
in  the  18th  centary  with  its  extent  in  the  19th, 
and  show  the  difference  between  the  old 
Colonial  poliej  or  system  of  the  18th  century 
and  that  of  to-day.'' 

Finallyj  and  he  supposed  the  reason  for 
this  question  was  that  the  Labour  Party 
had  sailed  into  the  political  horizon, 
candidates  were  asked — : 

"  Show  historically  how  the  participation  of 
the  democraoy  in  the  Uovemment  of  the 
oonntry  in  the  I9th  century  has  broadened  the 
power  and  humanized  the  policy  of  England 
Doth  at  home  and  abroad." 

That  was  the  sort  of  questions  in  regard 
to  history  which  were  set  to  gentlemen 
who  had  to  administer  the  Factory  Laws 
and  protect  the  lives  and  limbs  of  our 
people  and  see  that  the  industrial  law 
was  properly  administered.  Taking  the 
syllabus  in  regard  to  Economics  it  also 
contained    extraordinary    questions    to 


be  answered  by  this  class  of  men.  One 
was — 

"Enumerate  the  essential  points  in  the 
economic  conception  of  a  perfect  market.  To 
what  extent  are  tliese  conditions  realised  in 
the  special  condititans  of  the  retail  and  whole- 
sale markets,  the  money  market,  and  the 
Stock  Ezcliange  ?  What  conditions  limit  the 
development  of  the  markets." 

Another  question  was — , 

"  What  is  meant  by  the  mobility  of  labour  ? 
How  far  is  labonr  mobile  to-day!  Is  its 
mobility  implied  in  the  theory  of  wages  ?  " 

A  further  question  ran — 

"  The  Ricardian  theory  of  rent  is  true,  per- 
haps, of  a  particular  time  and  place  ;  it  does 
not,  however,  apply  in  general  to  India,"  or  in 
places  in  which  tne  system  of  'Metayage' 
prevails.     Examine  this  view." 

The  candidate  also  had  this  put 
before  him — 

"  Unless  we  are  prepared  to  say  that 
machinery  is  an  evil,  we  cannot  on  economic 
grounds  condemn  as  an  evil  the  importation 
of  cheap  labour ;  whether  it  should  be  con- 
demned on  social  grounds  is  another  question. 
Examine  and  discnss." 

These  were  the  nonsensical  questions 
addressed  to  a  candidate  in  order  to 
establish  his  competence  as  a  factory 
inspector.  There  was  absolutely  noth- 
ing on  the  practical  side  except  that 
wUch  was  contained  in  Question  3. 
He  gave  this  as  an  illustration  on  the 
other  side,  lest  he  should  be  un&ir. 
That  question  was — 

"  Examine  critically  the  arguments  that 
are  commonly  used  in  support  of  Factory 
Legislation.  (Vhat  were  the  most  important 
feature!!  of  the  Act  of  1884 !" 

The  point  he  wanted  to  emphasise  was 
that  so  far  as  men  of  practical  experience 
were  concerned  that  syllabus  was  a 
clear  and  decisive  notice  that  they  were 
not  wanted  by  the  Home  Ofl&ce  at  all. 
Twenty-one  nominations  were  mtide  for 
seven  vacancies,  but  not  one  of  the 
assistant  inspectors  were  nominated  for 
examination.  There  was  one  nomina- 
tion given  to  a  clerk  at  the  Home  Office 
who  had  been  a  clerk  in  the  Inspector's 
office,  and  that  was  the  nearest  approach 
to  the  nomination  of  a  practical  man. 
Mr.  Daly,  the  organising  secretary  of 
the  Amalgamated  Tailors,  wrote  an 
article  in  which  he  discussed  factory 
inspection  from  his  point  of  view,  in 
which  he  condemned  the  present  system. 
A  public  inquiry,  he  declared,  would 
disclose  at  the  Home  Office  the  same 
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absence   of   administrative   ability, 
same  power  of  social  influence  in 
matter    of    promotion,    and   the    same 
incompetence  generally  as  was  revealed 
as  the  result  of  the  War  Office  Com- 
mission.    His     point     was     made     still 
stronger  by  the  sort  of  playing  at  inspec- 
tion that  took  place.     Two  iron  foimders 
were     appointed     assistant     inspectors 
because    of    their    special    ability,    but 
they  were  employed  not  to  inspect  iron 
foundries  but  to  look  after  dressmakers' 
assistants.    The  chairman  of  the  Building 
Trades   Federation  was  so  disgusted  to 
find  that  the  duty  assigned  to  him  was 
to  walk  about   certain  districts  at   11 
o'clock  at  night  to  see  whether  the  law 
was  being  observed  in  milliners'  estab- 
lishments that  he  threw  up  his  post  of 
assistant      inspector.      Two     engineers 
and  a  cotton  spinner  had  for  thirteen 
years  been  looking  after  the  dressmakers 
of    South    London.    These    men    were 
appointed    to    do    practical    work,    but 
were  compelled  to  waste  their  time  and 
the  public  money  in  this  pettifogging  tom- 
foolery.    In  a  case  of  lead  poisoning  re- 
ported recently  in  the  newspapers  the  case 
was  discovered  by  the  assistant  inspector, 
but  no  sooner  did  he  discover  it  than  he 
had  to  drop  it  and  report  to  a  superior.  He 
had  to  drop  the  whole  thing  although  he 
had   been   reporting   that  the   washing 
apparatus  was  inadequate  and  likely  to 
result  in  disease.    That  was  the  rule  of 
the  department.    No  assistant  inspector 
was  allowed  to  deal  with  these  dangerous 
poisoning  cases.    In  the  case  of  anthrax, 
too,  these  assistant  inspectors  went  into 
the  places  where  it  is  bred,  but  could  do 
nothing  when  the  disease  appeared.   Then 
in  regard  to  the  particulars  clause.  The 
moment  an  assistant  inspector  discovered 
in    a   work-room   that    the    particulars 
had    been     impeifectly     supplied    and 
that  the  work  came  from  a  factory  they 
could  go  no  further,  but  had  to  report  to  a 
higher  official,  who  had  himself  to  go  and 
make  up  his  mind  as  to  whether  it  was  a 
case  for  a  prosecution.  He  understood  (hat 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  was  going 
to  raise  the  question  of  overtime  cribbing, 
and  he  would  say  nothing  about  that 
except  that  he  understood  they  were  going 
to  ask  the  police  to  assist  in  putting  a  stop 
to  that,  but  they  had  not  asked  the 
assistance  of  the  assistant  inspector.    The 
Truck  Act  also  it  was  almost  im|>ossible 
.I/;-,  /.  Ramsay  Macdonald, 
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to  administer  owing  to  the  difficulty  o^ 
tracing    goods    back.    As    diowing   the 
way  the  assistant  inspectors  were  treated, 
he  would  point  out  that  a  monthly  cir- 
cular was  issued  from  the  Home  Office 
giving   information   of   everything   that 
had  happened  during  the  month  in  the 
administration  of  the  work  of  the  Office, 
the  legal  decisions,  changes  in  the  law, 
changes  in  the  responsible  heads  and  so 
on.    Although  on  the  average  half  the 
circular  dealt  with  things  which  assistant 
inspectors  were  concerned  with,   not  s 
single  copy  was  sent  to  any  one  of  them, 
and  when  on  one  occasion  by  accident  a 
copy  was  addressed  to  all  the  assistant 
inspectors,  within  twenty- four  hours  they 
were  requested  by  letter  to  return  it,  as 
it  had  been  sent  by  mistake.     Was  not 
the  whole  system  of  inspection  absolute 
tomfoolery  1     Plain    speaking    was    ne- 
cessary in  this  matter.   Those  outside  who 
had   been   watching   carefully    the    in- 
spection work  of  the  Home  Office  had 
felt  foi  a  long  time  that  matters  instead  of 
improving  had  been  going  from  bad  to 
worse.    It  was  high  time  that  this  system 
which   had     grown   up   piecemeal,   and 
which  had  never  been  adapted  to  the 
new    conditions,    should   be    made    the 
subject  of  careful  inquiry.     The  Home 
Office  should  make  up  its  mind  whether 
the     assistant     inspectors     were     ivorth 
keeping  on.     The  time  had  come  for  the 
Home  Office  to  consider  what  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  Factory  Inspection  Department 
was  going  to  be.     He  challenged  the  De- 
partment   to    lay    itself    open    to    an 
inquiry.  He  challenged  it  to  come  before 
the  public  and  give  evidence  to  justify  it- 
self in  drawing  this  clearly  marked  line 
between  the  full   and  the  assistant  in- 
spectors,  to  justify  the   tendency  that 
has  gone  so  far   towards  divorcing  the 
inspectors    from    the   class  with    which 
they     had     to      deal.     This     was     a 
question    of   reorganising    the    stafi,    of 
increasing  the  efficiency.     If  he  had  to 
put    it    strongly    and    say    they    were 
uot  going  to  rest  content  with  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  it  was  because  he 
was  speaking  for  the  wage-earning  people 
of  this  country. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"To    leave    ont    '£1,203,002,'    and    insert 
'  £1,202,902.'  "-  {Sir  Charles  DiUe.) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1085    Citdl  Services  and  Revenue    {1  August  1906}    Depta.  EstinuUes,  1906-7.   1086 

hope  for  better  things.  Clesely  allied  with 
the  jam  trade  was  the  preserving  of  fish. 
Anybody  who  studied  this  Report,  especi- 
iiily  the  very  interesting  Report  from  Miss 
Patcrson  as  to  the  conditions  prevaihng  in 
the  North  of  Scotland,  partioulariy  Shet- 
land, would  feel  how  instinct  that 
Report  was  with  the  anxiety  and  desire 
to  improve  the  lot  of  those  fisher- 
girls,  an  anxiety  and  desire  it  seemed 
very  difficult  to  put  into  effect.  The 
conditions  of  the  fish-curing  industry 
were  very  bad,  and  there  was  a  very 
high  death-rate.  Miss  Paterson  spoke  of 
a  great  lack  of  sanitary  accommodation , 
and  she  particularly  dwelt  on  the  shy  and 
sensitive  feelings  of  these  Highland  girls, 
to  whom  the  common  obligations  of 
decency  seemed  to  be  denied.  This 
absence  of  sanitary  accommodation  not 
only  produced  grave  risks  to  the  girls, 
but  to  the  public  health  as  well.  A 
very  common  excuse  made  by  employers 
in  this  industry  was  that  these  girls  were 
only  there  between  three  and  five  weeks 
at  the  outside  and,  therefore,  it  was  not 
worth  while  spending  money  on  sanitiry 
conveniences  and  effecting  other  desirab'e 
improvements.  It  was,  one  curcr  ex- 
pressed it,  in  the  nature  of  a  summer 
outing.  But  with  the  exception  of 
the  Shetlanders,  practically  all  the  women 
in  the  industry  worked  at  it  for 
six  months  in  the  >ear.  Kipper«TS 
worked  the  whole  year  round.  Th^  irtv  - 
gular  hours  of  work  made  it  "V  the  more 
necessary  that  the  conditions  of  work 
should  be  satisfactory.  Another  extra- 
ordinary fact  was  that  drinking  water 
was  almost  impossible  to  be  obtained 
in  many  cases,  and  one  of  the  lairds 
charged  Is.  a  barrel  for  it.  What  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  prepared  to  do  with 
regard  to  the  appalling  conditions  of 
employment  of  girls  who  worke.l  in 
foreign  ships  at  British  ports  1  The 
Report  said  — 

"  We  found  the  complaint  fully  ju-stified 
and  tlie  conditionH  no  bail  tliat  it  wu8  amazing 
to  ii»  that  women  could  ha  found  to  ai-oopt 
work  tftader  tliein.  ...  It  Ls  difficult  to 
write  mmicrately  about  the  livin);  and  the 
sleeping  quartern  provided  for  these  women. 
Down  in  the  hold  of  the  ship  boards  were  laid 
on  the  top  of  the  herring  barrelx,  and  on  these, 
with  some  tarpaulin  laid  on  them,  the  women 
slept,  and  not  only  slept  but  cooked  their 
footi  ;  the  hatch  above  the  hold,  if  open,  wonld 
admit  some  light,  and  would  also  of  course, 
admit  the  rain.  There  was  no  attempt  at 
either  cleanliness  or  comfort ;  indeed  we  had 


Question  proposed,  "That '£1,203,002' 
stand  part  of  the  said  liesolution." 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  said 
the  most  salient  feature  in  connection 
with  the  issue  of  the  new  Blue-book  was 
the  interest  almost  amounting  to  excite- 
ment at  the  sudden  discovery  that  ail  our 
food  manufactories  were  not  all  that  they 
ought  to  be.  Why  this  new  interest ! 
There  was  certainly  no  new  fact.  The 
British  public  were  a  truly  apathetic 
body.  It  seemed  to  require  at  least  two 
members  of  one  family  to  be  boiled 
alive  at  Chicago  before  interest  could 
be  aroused.  Any  time  these  last  ten 
years  past  cases  had  been  brought 
before  this  House  of  intense  dirtiness 
of  jam  factories,  fish-ouring  places, 
chocolate  manufactories  and  others,  and 
the  public  had  been  not  perturbed. 
And  yet,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  had 
said,  these  places  had  been  improved. 
Take  any  of  the  old  reports.  He  took 
that  for  1898  at  random,  and  he  found 
that  both  Miss  Deane  and  Miss  Paterson 
gpoke  of  indescribable  dirt,  dilapidation 
and  disorder. 

"The  impression  lomotime*  carried  away 
from  inspection  of  one  of  these  places  was  tliat 
a  building  too  insanitary  for  any  other  purpose 
was  considered  fit  for  the  manufacture  of  jam 
and  piekleit." 

In  another  Report,  that  for  1902,  Miss 
Paterson  had  said : — 

"  In  a  new  fruit  preservinj;  factory  wliere 
ronsiderable  use  was  made  of  the  exception 
which  permits  uidimitrd  hours  of  work  in 
order  tlint  fruit  may  l>e  preserved  in  as  fresh  a 
cuodition  as  possible,  I  luand  the  cleansing  of 
the  fmit  being  done  in  the  hot  and  i-t<  nmy 
(hilling  room.  Itnili  into  (he  same  room  mid 
ventilatine  directly  into  it  was  the  sanitiiry 
■ccomnKxlHtion.  This  had  bren  primarily 
intended  for  a  cloakroom,  but  its  poiutibilities 
as  a  place  to  store  fiuit  bail  been  realised,  and 
I  foond  it  in  nse  for  that  parpose.  Even  the 
lavatory  basin  was  piled  high  with  flush 
fruit." 

These  cases  h.ad  been  brought  forw.ird 
year  after  year,  and  no  one  had  pjiid  any 
attention.  Only  a  handful  of  interested 
and  informed  Gentlemen,  Huch  as  he  saw 
present  now,  and  two  bewildered  and 
embarrassed  Members  of  the  lato  Ad- 
ministration were  there  to  listen.  It  was 
only  when  they  heard  at  their  backs  the 
grunting  of  the  hogs  of  Chicago  that  they 
were  able  to  get  any  attention  given  to 
the  subject.      Perhaps  now  they  might 
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felt  some  inrtiBnation  when  we  saw,  on  onr  way 
north,  some  Shetland  cattle  lowered  for  one 
night  into  similar  quarters  to  those  in  which 
these  women  live  for  long  periods." 


There  was    in    the    inspector's    Report 
all     eighteen     deaths     from     this 


in 


It  was  a  disgraceful  state  of  things,  and 
he  hoped  his  right  hon.  friend  would  com- 
municate   with    the   proper  authorities 
to    see    if  the/    could  not    have    im- 
provement   in    these    conditions.      He 
came  to  an  old  subject  of  his,   namel>, 
that   of    means    of   escape   in   case  of 
fire.    Tht    Report    showed    numerous 
instances  in  wluch  narrow  wooden  and, 
in  many  cases,  steep  staircases  were  the 
only    outlets.    His    right,    hon.    friend 
might  say  that  this  was  the    business 
of  the  locij  authority,  and  that  they 
ought  to  have  put  their  powers  in  force. 
That  was  quite  true,  but  where    less 
than  forty  persons   were  employed    the 
Home  Office  had  no  compulsory  powers 
over  the  local  authority  as  it  ought  to 
have.      There     again    he    trusted    his 
right  hon.   friend  was  fully   impressed 
with  the  urgency  of  the  question.    The 
Report  showed  that  even  in  new  factories 
the  means  of  escape  in  the  event  of  fire 
were  very   inadequate.      For  example, 
in  one  factory  visited  by  Hiss  Martindale, 
which    had    been   built   as   recently  as 
eighteen   months   ago,   she   foimd   160 
workers  employed  on  the  top  floor  from 
which     there    was      no      exit     except 
one     staircase.     Miss    Squire   reported 
that      a     chief      officer      of     a     Fire 
Brigade  told  her  he  had  himself  in  vain 
reported    to    the    corporation    that    a 
factory    was    very    unsafe    years    ago. 
She  had  written  to  the  local  authority 
and  had  received  a  reply  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  no  additional 
means    of    escape    could    be    provided 
at  a  "  reasonable  expense."    Were  they 
going  to  wait'  to   provide  real  means 
of  escape  from  fire  until  it  could   be 
provided    at    a    reasonable    expense  ? 
The    whole    of    this    subject    required 
investigation,  and  he  trusted  the  right 
hoa.   Gentleman   would   re-appoint   the 
Select  Committee  on  Fire,  appoint^  last 
session,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and 
that  it   would   go   thoroughly   into  the 
matter  and  report  what  ought  to  be  done. 
He  now  came  to  such  questions  as  preoau- 
tion  for  life  and  limb  in  electrical  generat- 
ing works.    It  was  an  extremely  dangerous 
trade,  the  workers  being  struck  down  with- 
out anything  in  the  nature  of  a  warning. 
Mr.  Tennaut. 


cause   m   the   year.     He   did  not  say 
they  were  all  electrical  deaths,  but  they 
were  all  due  to  shocks  or  falls  or  other 
accidents  on  account  of  shocks.    Five 
of  the  eighteen  were  on  railways,  four 
in  mines,  three  in  consumers'  premises, 
and  six  under  the   Factory    Act,     Of 
course  there  were  in  addition  a  large 
number  of  injuries.    Special  regulations 
were  recommended  for  this  trade  seven 
years  ago,  but  none  existed  at  the  present 
day.    The  Home  Office  had  pursued  a 
policy   of  reliance   upon   voluntaryism. 
He  objected  to  voluntaryism   for  two 
reasons ;     one     was    that    they    might 
get  one  employer  to  fall  in  with  their 
ideas  and  not  the  other,  in  which  case 
tmfair  competition  arose;    and,  in  the 
second  place,  the  management  of  a  place 
might  change,  and  with  it  the  methods. 
There    was    no    power    of    compulsion. 
There  were  two  new  trades  reported  upon 
in   the   Chief   Inspector's   report,    both 
of  extraordinary  interest.    One  was  the 
aniline  dyeing  trade  and  the  other  the 
trade  of  making  shuttles  of  West  African 
wood.    In  the  aniline  dyeing  trade  illness 
had  been  so  rife  that  out  of  sixty  persons 
employed  in  seven  factories   examined 
by  the  medical  inspector  twenty-eight 
persons,   or  47   per  cent.,  showed  pale 
grey    or     blue    colour     of    the    lips; 
thirty-four   persons,  or    57    per    cent., 
characteristic    pallor,    and    five     scars, 
the  result  of  previous  work  in  chrome 
or    of     injury    to   the     skin,  showing 
that  the  whole    of    these    persons    had 
suffered  in  one  manner  or  another  and 
seven   of    them    had     suffered    doubly. 
Again,among  eighty-two  persons  employed 
in  the  chroming,  washing,  drying  and 
other    processes,    twenty-eight    (34    per 
cent.)  showed  the  same  conditions  of  the 
lips,  sixteen  (20  per  cent.)  the  pallor, 
and     eleven     (14     per     cent.)    present 
or     past     effects     of     chrome.       He 
would    give    oni    illustration     in     tiie 
shuttle-making    t  ade    in    which    West 
African  wood  was  used.    There  wa^  a 
case  reported  of  a  man  working  in  tiiat 
trade  who  had  not  been  previously  ill ; 
very     soon      aftrr     commencing     wwk 
he  began  to  run  at  the  eyes  and  nose, 
and   his   breathing   rapidly   became  so 
difficult  that  he  could  neither  speak  nor 
swallow.      After  one  severe  attack  he 
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was  throe  weeks  at  home,  and  then  three 
weeks  at  a  convalescent  home,  after  which 
he  felt  better,  but  the  day  he  resumed 
his  work  he  was  as  bad  as  ever.  He 
used  a  respirator,  and  this  case  was  a 
good  example  of  the  danger  of  placing 
reliance  upon  respirators.  What  was  the 
Home  Secretary  going  to  do  t  In  this 
trade  manufacturers  in  conference  recom- 
mended the  use  of  exhau&t  ventilation, 
and  he  should  like  to  know  what  the 
Home  Office  was  going  to  do,  because 
this  West  African  wood  was  very 
dangerous  indeed.  He  trusted  he  would 
not  rely  upon  his  powers  of  "  peaceful 
prsuasion."  With  regard  to  the  regu- 
lation of  the  wall-paper  trade,  the  Home 
Office  appeared  to  be  relying  upon  those 
powers.  They  were  also  relying  upon 
peaceful  persuasion  in  regard  to  the  iron 
and  steel  trade  for  the  protection  of 
workers  upon  Bessemer  steel,  and  also  in 
regard  to  lithographic  processes  in  which 
bronze  was  used.  With  regard  to  Insti- 
tution laundries,  the  voluntary  system 
had  failed,  and  the  Eeports  of  the  lady 
inspectors  showed  that  in  the  cases  he 
quoted  no  improvements  had  been  achieved 
in  regard  to  the  fencing  of  machinery  or 
the  ventilation  of  wash-houses.  Their 
Beports  also  showed  a  lamentaUe  want 
of  care  in  regard  to  children  em- 
ployed in  such  laundries.  The  inspectors 
were  very  emphatic  in  their  reports  as 
to  the  unreliability  of  tiie  statements 
fnmished  to  them  by  those  who  were  in 
authority.     They  report — 

"In  only  a  few  place*  do  we  feel  that  we 
have  been  met  with  complete  frankness,  even 
where  the  coartesy  with  which  we  have  been 
received  han  also  been  the  most  marked."  .  .  . 
"We  have  no  means  whatever  of  checking 
these  statements,  as  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
apeaking  to  the  workers  or  visiting  at  nn- 
unal  hoars."  ....  "We  were  constantly 
assured  that  no  accident  could  occur  in  a 
wash-house  crowded  with  machinery  and  in 
which  numbers  of  persons  are  employed  beoanse 
a  nuu>  was  in  the  room  I  We  feel  strongly 
that  the  information  received  with  regard  to 
accidents  was  entirely  unreliable,  and  when- 
ever we  had  the  means  of  checking  it  we 
found  that  it  was  not  upheld." 

He  thought  the  Homo  Secretary 
would  see  that  this  system  of  voluntary 
inspection  had  entirely  broken  down, 
and  he  appealed  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  -to     put    an     end    to    it. 


He  wished  to  remind  the  House  of 
the  enormous  importance  of  the  subject 
with  which  they  were  dealing.  As  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  had  said,  that  the 
great  difficulty  of  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion was  the  enormous  amount  of  ground 
one  had  to  traverse  and  the  difficulty  of 
choosing  any  particular  part  of  the 
subject.  On  a  previous  oooasion  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemtm  rebuked  him  for 
urging  the  Home  Office  to  do  more, 
because  he  said  they  had  a  number  of  very 
important  matters  in  hand,  suoh  as  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Bill,  the  Truck 
Acts  Committee,  and  the  Committee  deal- 
ing with  the  police,  not  to  speak  of  the 
preparation  of  a  licensing  Bill  for  next 
year.  He  should  be  the  last  person  in  the 
world  to  minimise  the  great  responsibility 
which  attached  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's high  office.  But  although  he 
had  great  responsibilities  he  had  also 
stupendous  opportunities.  He  had  be 
hind  him  at  the  Home  Office  an  able  body 
of  energetic,  active,  and  sagacious  mem- 
bers of  the  Civil  Service.  He  had  also 
in  that  House  a  large  number  of  hon. 
Members  keen  and  eager,  almost  spoiling 
for  reform,  and  in  these  circumstances  he 
appealed  to  him,  and  he  did  not  think  his 
appeal  would  fall  upon  deaf  ears :  he 
appealed  to  him  to  use  in  the  best  possible 
manner  all  those  great  powers  which  the 
wisdom  of  Parliament  had  entrusted  to 
him  in  order  to  bring  an  increased  measure 
of  happiness,  of  light,  and  of  hope,  into 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  our  workers. 

Mr.  OILL  (Bolton)  said  the  subject  he 
wished  to  bring  before  the  attention  of 
the  House  was  time-cribbing.  The 
number  of  hours  worked  in  cotton  mills 
per  week  was  fixed  at  fifty-five  and  a-half 
hours.  The  -operatives  commenced  work 
at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  stopped  at 
8  for  half-an-hour  for  meals.  They  then 
worked  on  from  8.30  to  12.30,  and  from 
1.30  to  6.30.  At  the  end  of  the  week 
the  machinery  was  stopped  at  11.30  and 
work  ceased  altogether  at  12  o'clock. 
A  large  number  of  the  workpeople  were 
paid  day  wages  in  the  texile  factories 
which  were  calculated  on  the  basis  of 
fifty-five  and  a-half  hours  per  week. 
The  time-cribbing  of  which  he  com- 
plained was  done  at  the  stopping  and  the 
starting  of  the  work.  It  was  a  ccmmion 
thing  for  many  of  the  workpeople  to 
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go  to  work  five  or  ten  minutes  before  the 
proper  time,  and  they  found  the  engines 
running,  and  frequently  at  noon  on 
Saturdays  during  the  period  which  had 
been  set  aside  for  cleaning,  they  found  the 
time  encroached  upon  by  the  manu- 
facturing process  being  carried  on  at 
twenty  minutes  or  a  quarter  to  12, 
whereas  it  ought  to  cease  at  11.30.  He 
had  been  furnished  with  the  returns  in 
some  instances  of  the  amount  of  time 
which  had  been  worked  over  the  proper 
number  of  hours.  He  had  in  his  posees- 
aion  a  letter  from  one  of  the  branch 
secretaries  of  the  Employees  Association 
which  gave  the  figures  for  five  different 
mills  upon  which  observations  had  been 
kept  for  a  week.  In  the  first  mill  three 
hours  thirty-five  minutes  were  worked 
over  the  proper  time,  in  the  second  mill 
two  hours  sixteen  minutes,  in  the  third 
three  hours  forty-five  minutes,  in  the 
fourth  three  hours  forty-one  minutes, 
and  in  the  last  case  two  hours  forty-nine 
minutes.  In  each  of  those  cases  the 
workpeople  had  not  been  paid  one 
penny  extra.  The  House  would  realise 
the  extent  of  this  practice  when  he 
stated  that  in  Lancashire  there  were 
close  upon  50,000,000  spindles.  There 
were  a  considerable  number  of 
employers  who  did  not  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  in  a  satisfactory 
way.  He  believed  he  understated  the 
fact  when  he  said  that  the  owners  of 
30,000,000  spindles  were  getting  their 
employees  to  work  overtime  in  the  way 
he  had  described  to  the  extent  of  fully 
two  hours  per  week.  If  this  was  worked 
out  it  would  be  found  that  each  employer 
of  120  persons,  taking  the  wages  at  4d. 
per  hour,  was  putting  into  his  pocket 
£4  per  week  to  which  he  was  not  entitled. 
This  meant  that  £60,000  per  year  represent- 
ed labour  given  by  the  operatives  for  which 
they  were  not  paid.  This  was  unfair  not 
only  to  the  operatives  themselves,  but 
also  to  the  good  employers.  Many  of  the 
employers  would  scorn  to  take  a  penny 
which  the  operatives  had  earned,  but  the 
fact  that  others  did  as  he  had  described 
meant  that  the  good  employers  who 
observed  the  law  were  subjected  to  un- 
fair competition  with  the  bad  employers 
in  whose  case  the  cost  of  production  was 
so  much  cheaper.  There  was  another 
aspect  of  the  question.  The  President 
of   the   Local    Gk>vernmont   Board    was 

Mr.  Gill. 


anziouB  to  find  a  remedy  for   unemploy- 
ment.   A   reduction   in   the   houn  of 
labour  was  a  remedy  which  was  favoured 
by  many  people.    In  this  particular  case 
he  had  made  a  calculation  which  showed 
that,  taking  two  hours    per    week    on 
30.000,000  spindles,  if  the  law  was  kept 
as  the   good  employers   kept   it,   there 
would  be  employment  found  for  2,500 
additional  workpeople  if  the  same  amount 
of  work  was  turned  out.      That  was  in 
connection  with  the  spinning  department ; 
but  there   was  also  the  weaving  section, 
where  things  had  gone  on  the  same  line*. 
This   system  had  been  going  on  for  s 
long  series  of  years,  and  it  did  not  seem 
to  mend.    He  did    not   blame    the  in- 
spectors.     There   was   not  a   sufBcient 
number  of  them.    They  were  trying  to 
do    their    duty   manfully,    but  it    was 
utterly  impossible  for  them  to  see  that 
all  employers  carried  out  the  law.    The 
Home  Office  desired  the  law  to  be  carried 
out,  but  the  staff    at  its  disposal  vas 
unequal  to  the  work.     He  found  that 
the  last  Reports    of    the  Inspectors  of 
Factories  and  Workshops  were  generally 
to  tile  effect  that   the  practice   of  time- 
cribbing  showed    no  sign  of  diminution. 
The  deputation   which  waited  upon  ihe 
Home    Secretary    suggested    that    the 
police  should  be  called  upon  to  assist  in 
this  matter.    The  Home  Secretary  con- 
sulted nineteen  Watch  Committees,  and  of 
these  sixteen  reported  unfavourably  and 
three  favourably.    They  never    expected 
any   favourable   replies  at  all.     He  had 
obtained  the  constitution  of  these  Com- 
mittees in  twelve  towns,  and  his  informa- 
tion showed  that  of  13C  members  no  less 
than  ninety-three  were  employers,  and 
fifty-one   were   engaged   in    the    cotton 
trade.     Two    of    the    towns    which  re- 
ported favourably  were  Hyde  and  Black- 
burn.   In  Hyde  there  were  no  cotton 
employers    on    the    Committee    and  in 
Blackburn  there  were  four  labour  mon- 
bers  on  the  Committee.    That  seemed 
to  prove  that  in  the  bulk  of  the  cases 
the  employers  were  looking  after  their 
own  intcrc!  ts.     The  fact  that  most  of  Jhs 
Watch  Committees    had    reported    un- 
favourably should  not,  he  thought,  deter 
the  Home  Secretary  from  taking  action 
in  the  matter.     He  held  that  the  police 
should  be  employed  to  give  information 
to  the  inspector,  who  would  bring    the 
cases  before  the  Court.    The  police  were 
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used  for  administering  the  Shop  Hours 
Act  and  they  prevented  time-cribbing  in 
public  hou8es,and  why  should  they  not  be 
employed  in  doing  the  same  thing  in  fac- 
tories ?  He  asked  too  that  all  the  in- 
spectors and  inspectors'  assistants  at  the 
Home  Secretary's  disposal  in  textile 
districts  should  be  employed  in  com- 
bating this  evil.  If  this  were  done  there 
would  be  a  sensible  improvement  in  the 
present  condition  of  affairs.  The  pen- 
alties should  be  increased  so  that 
it  would  not  pay  an  employer  to  break 
Ha  law.  A  determined  attempt  should 
be  made  to  stop  this  growing  evil,  to 
see  that  the  women  and  ohildien  were 
protected,  and  to  prevent  honest  em- 
ployers being  handicapped  in  oompetition 
with  dishonest  employers.  It  was  for  the 
Home  Secretary  to  see  that  the  Factory 
Acts  were  administered  in  such  a  way 
that  there  would  be  no  cause  for  com- 
plaint. 

♦Mr.  JOWBTT  (Bradford,  W.)  said  he 
deaired  to  acknowledge  the  trouble 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
ior  the  Forest  of  Dean  had  always  taken 
in  regard  to  questions  affecting  labour. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire  had 
referred  to  aniline  and  chrome  poisoning. 
He  would  ask  the  Home  Secretary  to  give 
special  attention  to  this  matter,  not  so 
much  because  of  the  number  of  fatal 
cases,  but  on  account  of  the  large  number 
of  cases  where  the  sufferers  lingered  on, 
were  rendered  unhappy  and  uncomfort- 
able by  reason  of  its  effects,  and 
who  still  had  to  go  on  struggling 
in  order  to  get  their  living.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  was  not  right 
at  hit  that  a  section  of  the  population 
like  the  workers  amongst  wool  should  be 
put  in  the  conditions  in  which  they  now 
had  to  labour.  Therefore,  he  asked  the 
Home  Secretary  to  consider  very  care- 
fully the  representations  that  had  been 
made  to  him,  and  to  see  whether  nothing 
could  be  done  to  arrest  the  ravages  of 
anthrax.  He  made  no  imputation 
against  the  Home  Office  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  officials  were  performing  their 
duties.  He  quite  agreed  that  the  rules 
which  Hiey  tried  to  carry  into  effect 
were  good,  so  far  as  they  went,  and 
p«thsps  effected  aU  that  they  were 
expected  to  do;  but  he  respectfully 
submitted  that  the  line  of  action  taken 


by  the  Homi  Office  D  partm'  nt  in 
regard  to  this  disease  of  anthrax  started 
at  the  wrong  end.  It  started  when 
tlie  disease  entered  the  factory,  instead 
of  preventing  it  entering  the  factory. 
He  asked  the  Home  Secretary,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Preudent  of  -  he  Local 
Government  Board,  to  take  action  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  to  deal  with 
his  disease.  Last  year  there  were  not 
fewer  than  twenty  cases  of  anthrax 
recorded  in  the  town  with  which  he 
was  immediately  connected,  and  of 
these  ten  were  fatal.  Th  v  were  no 
signs  of  any  permanent  diminution 
in  the  disease  in  that  area  from  the  fact 
that  tiiere  was  no  diminution  in 
the  quantity  of  infected  material 
which  the  men  h^d  to  handle. 
Most  of  tiiat  material  was  diity,  low 
grade  wool  whkA  came  from  Persia 
and  other  Eastern  countries.  A 
large  amoont  of  it  was  worked  up 
into  what  was  called  "  oil-backing " 
in  which  cotton-seed  and  linseed  oil  was 
pressed  to  extract  the  oil  from  the 
seed.  Most  of  the  low-grade  wools  from 
which  the  mischief  had  arisen  during 
the  last  few  years  was  made  into  that 
kind  of  fabric.  He  asked  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  for  Home  Affairs  particu- 
larly to  the  fact  that  there  was  one  firm 
which  had  for  the  last  fifty  years  made 
this  fabric  without  having  a  single  case  of 
anthrax  in  their  factory,  although  they 
were  in  competition  with  all  the  other 
great  manufacturers  in  Yorkshire. 
Therefore,  he  maintained  that  no  harm 
could  be  done  to  the  wool  and  cloth  in- 
dustry of  Yorkshire  if  this  matter  of 
dealing  with  the  prevention  of  anthrax 
was  undertaken  seriously  and  effectively. 
He  suggested  that  the  Home  Secretary 
should  make  careful  inquiry  as  to  what 
kinds  of  wool  were  infected,  and 
having  got  that  information  he  should 
not  aUow  that  wool  to  come  into  the 
country  except  under  conditions  in  which 
it  would  be  safe  for  the  workers  to  deal 
with  it.  Dr.  Bell,  of  Bradford,  who  was 
perhaps  the  greatest  authority  in  this 
country  on  the  disease  of  anthrax,  had  said 
that  in  nearly  aU  cases  the  disease  was 
derived  in  men  from  the  handling  of 
wool  or  hair  from  animals  which  had 
been  diseased.  The  countries  from 
which  the  wool  and  hair  from  these 
diseased  animals  came  were  well  known 
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It  was  all  very  well  to  issue 
regulations  from  the  Home  Office  that 
the  men  who  were  handling  these  wools 
should  wash  their  hands  and  so  forth  ; 
but  if  the  disease  was  in  the  material  there 
was  the  potential  risk  of  contracting  the 
disease  ofiered  to  all  who  handled  it  or 
inhaled  the  dust  which  came  from  it. 
The  downward  draft  imposed  by  the 
regulations  when  the  men  were  handling 
the  wool  did  not  remove,  it  only 
diminished,  the  risk  of  infection.  He, 
therefore,  asked  the  Home  Secretary  to 
get  into  communication  with  the  Local 
Government  Board  with  a  view  to  action 
being  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  to  prevent  these  disease-engendering 
wools  from  entering  the  country. 

*Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  said  that  the 
House  of  Commons  might  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  fact  that  there  were  men 
in  this  Parliament  who  had  expert 
knowledge  derived  from  their  own  ex- 
perience of  the  conditions  of  labour  which 
they  wished  to  see  ameliorated.  A  large 
amount  of  the  legislation  passed  by 
Parliament  was  not  operative.  That 
often  might  be  the  fault  of  the  local 
authorities  who  administered  these  Acts 
of  Parliament ;  or  it  might  be  largely 
due  to  the  want  of  anxiety  on  the  part 
of  officials  to  insist  upon  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  being  en- 
forced. It  should  be  the  business  of 
Parliament  to  see  that  the  public  got 
the  full  benefit  of  every  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment passed  for  public  advantage  and 
safety.  In  1895  it  was  agreed  that  there 
was  a  great  improvement  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Home  Office  when  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
held  the  portfolio  of  Home  Secretary. 
He  hoped  that  the  present  occupant 
of  the  Home  Office  would  show  equal 
energy  and  give  a  momentum  to  the 
administration  of  his  department. 
Only  that  day  he  had  had  an  interview 
with  a  deputation  who  desired  that 
the  working  classes  should  have  repre- 
sentation on  the  inspectorate.  That 
only  confirmed  what  had  been  said  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester,  that 
groat  improvements  might  be  made  in 
r^ard  to  the  work  of  inspection.  The 
matter  which  had  been  referred  to  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the    Forest  of    Dean  in  asking  for  an 

Mr.  Joioett. 


extension  of  the  "  Particulars  "  Clause  to 
all  piece-workers  deserved  the  attention 
of    the    Home  Office.     In  the  borough 
which  he  represented  he  had  been  aston- 
ished to  find  the  number  of  piece-wcttken 
— ^many     of     them    ignorant   and  un 
instructed — ^who  wereunabh  to  ascertain 
the   proper  amount  which  they  earned. 
When  one  went  to  an  hotel  one  got  a  bill  of 
what  was  due,  and  he  thought  in  the  same 
way  that  the  worker  who  went  into  a 
factory  and  did  piece-work  ought  to  be 
entitled  to  a  note  showing  what  work 
he  had  done  and  what  money  he  was 
entitled  to,  so  that  he  might  go  away 
satisfied  that  he  was  not  underpaid,  u 
well  as  the  employers  being  satisfied  that 
he  was  not  overpaid.    Upon  the  subject 
of  "  time-cribbing,"  he  had  been  amazed 
at  the  figures  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bolton.      If  it  was  going  on  to  the 
extent  stated  it  must  be  characterised  u 
robbery — robbery  of  the  poor  by  the  rich, 
some  of  whom  were  thus  fattening  on  the 
earnings  stolen  from  their  workpeople. 
The  suggestion  had  been  made  that  the 
police  might  be  employed    o  carry  out  a 
system  of  detection  of  these  frauds  upon 
workers.    He  did  not  see  what  objec- 
tion there  could  be  to  a  proposal  of  that 
kind   [Mr.  Jowbtt  :    Th  re  is  only  one 
objection  to  it ;  it  would  bo  successful.]. 
Quite  so,  and  h  •  really  did  not  see  why 
such  a  course  should  not  be  fol'owed. 
Last  night  tiiey  wee  engaged  in  passing 
a   Musical   Copyright  Bill   for   the  pro- 
tection of  another  class  of  property  under 
which  the  Ipoli  e   had   power    to  inler- 
ven  ,  and  when  an  employer  deliberately 
and  persistently  robbed  his  workpeople 
he  did  not 'see  why  the  police  should  not 
step  in  and  protect  the  persons  who  were 
being  robbed.    He  commended  that  idea 
to  the  Home  Secretary,  and  he  thought 
that   until    the    inspectorate    had   been 
largely    reinforced     the    police    should 
look  after  the  thieves.      That  was  their 
business. 

*The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  tor 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.)  said  the  Home  Office 
had  no  statutory  power  in  the  matter. 

^Mr.  BTLES  said  the  House  ought  to 
give  the  Home  Office  statutory  power. 
In  regard  to  anthrax,having  lived  in  Brad- 
ford for  years  ho  knew  the  prevalence  of 
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the  disease  amongst  those  who  worked  in 
wool  and  also  the  terrible  nataie  of  the 
disorder.  It  was  a  terrible  disease,  and 
if  a  man  contracted  it  two  days  sufficed 
to  kill  him.  A  man  went  to  work  per- 
fectly well  and  came  home  with  a  head- 
ache and  in  fortj-eight  hours  he  was 
dead,  although  previously  he  was  a  strong, 
healtiiy  man.  He  had  seen  that  happen 
time  after  time.  Efforts  were  made 
thirteen  years  ago  and  orders  issued  in 
regard  to  certain  precautions,  but  they 
had  that  evening  heard  upon  the  high 
aathority  of  his  hon.  friend,  who  was  the 
highest  authority  obtainable,  that  there 
was  no  improvement  or  reduction  in  the 
number  of  cases.  He  therefore  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  to  do  what 
was  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
this  terrible  scourge  which  afficted  his 
own  town,  and  pass  more  legislation  if  it 
was  necessary.  It  had  been  argued  that 
the  wool  should  be  excluded  at  the  port 
of  entry,and  he  ihight  point  out  that,  with 
a  view  to  precluding  the  importation  of 
disease,  we  already  excluded  foreign  and 
eren  Canadian  cattle.  If  steps  of  that 
Bort  were  taken  in  regard  to  cattle  why 
not  in  the  case  of  wool  1  Another  subject 
he  wished  to  call  attention  to  was  the 
conditions  under  which  girls  worked  in 
factories.  In  Salford  where  he  had 
lesided  for  many  years  he  had  been 
shocked  at  the  conditions  wider  which 
^Is  worked.  There,  as  in  many 
large  towns,  the  growth  and  physical 
deTeh)pment  of  the  young  women 
aoSered,  and  this  must  involve  in- 
jury to  the  race  when  they  become 
mothers.  Many  of  these  girls  worked 
under  most  unhealthy  and  insanitary 
conditions.  The  factories  and  work- 
»hop«  were  not  properly  inspected  by 
the  mspectors.  He  had  promised  his 
constituents  that  he  would  raise  his 
voice  upon  this  question,  and  he  now 
did  so.  Their  best  hope  was  in  the 
Home  Office  and  in  the  earnest  and 
vigorous  administration  of  the  factory 
and  workshop  legislation  which  this 
House  had  passed.  He  believed  that 
the  men  who  now  formed  His 
Majesty's  Oovemment  were  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  workers  of  this 
country,  and  were  determined  to  do 
justice  as  between  rich  and  poor ;  to 
relieve  those  who  were  helpless  and 
cast  down  and  those  who  were  ill  able 


to  help  themselves,  and  to  give  them 
all  the  advantages  which  Parliament 
had  placed  at  their  disposal.  He  hoped 
His  Majesty's  Government  would  see 
that  the  great  and  beneficent  Acts 
which  had  been  passed  from  time  to 
time  would  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
inoperative,  but  would  bo  allowed  to 
fructify  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

*Mr.  O'ORABT  (Leeds.  E.)  said  he 
wished  to  call  attention  to  the  general 
question  'of  factory  inspection,  and 
to  remind  the  Home  Office  that  those  in- 
terested in  labour  were  still  clamouring 
for  more  factory  inspection.  At  the 
present  moment  there  were  in  London 
thousands  of  small  factories  and  work- 
shops in  the  East  End  that  had  never 
been  seen  by  an  inspector,  and  in  these 
places  men  were  being  done  to  death  for 
want  of  ventilation  and  sanitation.  When 
a  factory  inspector  put  in  an  appearance 
the  most  beneficent  results  followed,  and 
usually  his  requirements  were  so  costly 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  on  a 
sweated  industry  under  which  men  were 
done  to  death.  He  would  like  to  take 
hon.  Members  to  some  of  these  premises, 
and  he  was  sure  that  if  he  did  so  they 
would  come  back  and  make  a  consider- 
able noise  in  this  House  over  what  they 
had  seen.  Then  with  regard  to  the  dock 
labourers.  Those  who  knew  anything 
about  shipping  knew  that  the  dock 
labourer  was  subjected  to  all  kinds 
of  risks  every  moment  he  was 
working.  But  most  of  the  accidents 
occurred  from  defective  gear.  In  regard 
to  the  dock  labourers  there  should  bo 
special  inspectors,  acquainted,  not  only 
with  all  the  rules  of  factory  inspector- 
ship, but  having  a  special  knowledge 
of  the  gear  used  in  unloading  vessels.  As 
regards  the  cabinet  makers  he  nught 
point  out  that  recently  in  cabinet  making 
certain  peculiar  woods  had  come  into  use 
from  the  Congo  and  South  Africa,  and 
he  asserted  that  27  percent,  of  the  deaths 
of  the  members  of  the  Society  of 
Cabinet  Makers  were  due  to  the  poisonous 
substances  exuded  from  these  woods  and 
absorbed  through  the  skin  of  the  workers. 
They  had  even  to  go  to  the  length  of 
striking  as  a  protest  against  the  employ- 
ment of  these  kinds  of  timber  in  the  trade. 
The  shuttle  makers  had  protested  in  this 
Way    time  after  time   against  the  same 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1099    CivUSen'iresandReMnue      {COMMONS}       Depts. Estimates,  \906-l .    1100 


thing,  The  wood  was  not  essential  for 
making  shuttles  and  was  only  used  be- 
cause it  was  cheaper  than  the  ordinary 
boxwood  that  ought  to  be  used.  The 
Report  stated  at  page  382  that  the  remedy 
for  this  evil  was  the  use  of  exhaust 
ventilation.  It  might  minimise,  but 
it  would  in  no  sense  remedy  it.  Quite 
apart  from  the  dust,  the  men  absorbed 
the  poison  through  their  skin,  and  the 
only  remedy  was  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
the  wood.  He  appealed  to  the  right  hon. 
(Jentlenian  to  consider  thin  matter.  It 
was  felt  that  many  of  thcdc  disasters 
could  be  minimised  if  not  altogether 
remedied  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  give  broader  and  more  definite 
instructions  to  the  factory  inspectors. 
£20,000  a  year  expended  in  additional 
inspectors  would  mean  the  saving  of 
hundreds  of  lives  and  the  prevention  of 
many  of  the  accidents  that  desolated 
the  homes  of  the  people  engaged  in  work- 
shops and  factories.  In  tUs  new  Parlia- 
ment was  a  new  spirit  which  recognised 
that  the  most  valuable  thing  on  God's 
earth  was  the  life  of  the  workers,  and  its 
safety  and  well-being  should  have  primary 
uodsideration ;  he  therefore  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  put  the  efiective 
machine  which  he  had  in  his  hand  into 
opera tioQ  towada  that  end. 

Mb.  brace  (Glamorganshire,  S.)  said 
he  almost  sympathised  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  been  asked  to  do  so 
much.  He  rose  to  ask  him  not  to  do 
one  thing  which  he  had  commenced  to  do. 
Yesterday  a  Committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  economic  results 
which  would  follow  an  eiglit  hour  day  if 
put  into  operation  in  the  mines  of  the 
country.  He  objected  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Miners'  Federation  of  Great 
Britain,  which  represented  every  coalfield 
in  the  country  except  those  of  Durham, 
and  Northumberland,  felt  they  had  not 
been  treated  as  they  ought  to  have  been. 
For  twenty  years  they  had  agitated  for 
an  eight  hour  day  from  bank  to  bank 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  They  had  spent 
thousands  of  pounds  to  advance  their 
cause,  and  when  in  this  Parliament  they 
saw  a  large  number  of  Members  pledged 
to  give  thia  reform  that  the  miners  had 
sought  for  twenty  years  they  were  given  a 
Departmental  Committee  and  they  were 
expected    to    be    satisfied.    There    was 

Mr.  CfOradff. 


upon  the  records  of  this  Hou«e  all  the 
information  that  Parliament  needed  in 
order  to  determine  whether  there  ou|^t 
to  be  an  eight  hour  day  or  not.  In  face 
of  the  fact  that  there  had  been  tweaty 
years  of  agitation  and  that  the  maj- 
oritT  of  the  Msmbers  of  this  House  were 
pledged  to  the  people  it  was  not  treating 
them  as  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  to 
create  thii  Departmental  Conunittee, 
How  could  it  assist  them  ?  So  strongly 
did  they  feel  upon  this  point  that  he 
was  authorised  to  say  that  they  would 
be  no  parties  to  this  Committee.  They 
felt  so  strongly  that  they  would  carry 
this  Vote  to  a  division ;  they  would  not 
recognise  the  Departmental  Committee, 
and  they  would  not  prejudice  the  cause  of 
this  great  reform  for  which  they  had 
agitated  for  twenty  years  and  for  which 
tliey  had  spent  thousands  of  pounds. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  he  very  much 
regretted  that  his  hon.  friend  shotdd  have 
committed  himself  to  a  view  which  was 
so  much  at  variance  with  the  facts.  The 
Departmental  Committee  was  appointed 
to  help  the  Government  in  legislating 
for  the  purpose  of  carrpng  out  the 
unanimous  decision  which  the  House 
arrived  at  a  few  months  ago  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Eight  Hours  Bill.  He 
wished  to  remind  hon.  Members  that  no 
Government  had  ever  brought  in  a  Bill 
dealing  with  a  question  great  enough 
to  affect  the  whole  country,  dealing  with 
difficult  relations  between  employers 
and  employed,  and  also  suggesting  many 
points  of  economic  doubt  and  difficulty, 
without  fortifying  themselves  for  the 
ta.sk  with  full,  careful,  and  impartial 
information.  His  hon.  friend  said  they 
would  not  accept  this  Committee;  thef 
would  not  give  evidence.  Would  his 
hon.  friend  allow  him  to  point  out  what  s 
Departmental  Committee  really  was  ?  It 
was  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  head 
of  a  department  to  help  him  in  a  particular 
task.  It  was  not  to  help  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  to  retard  the  House  of 
Commons  or  to  deal  with  any  political 
movement  in  the  country.  It  was 
appointed  for  a  certain  purpose  which  the 
head  of  a  department  might  have  in  view 
in  order  to  assist  him  to  deal  with  what- 
ever task  might  be  put  upon  him.  They 
hai  no  authoritative,  skuled,  authentic, 
information.    He  could  imagine  himself 
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bringing  in  a  Bill  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  putting  questions  to  him  as  to 
the  eSecte  of  this  Bill  with  regard  to 
ecoooinic  questions  of  output,  foreign 
competition,  and  so  forth,  and  all  he 
would  be  able  to  say  would  be,  "  These 
are  matters  of  mere  speculation.  Some 
saj  one  thing  and  some  another."  If 
the  hoa.  Member  for  South  Glamorgan 
had  sat  in  this  House  for  twenty-six 
years,  as  he  himself  had,  he  would  not  so 
misconceive  the  nature  of  a  Departme  .tal 
Committee.  He  had  on  a  previous 
occasion  stated  that  he  would  be  guided  in 
the  nature  of  the  inquiry  by  the  opinion 
of  those  most  concerned.  To  begin  with, 
this  Committee  was  suggested  to  him  by 
his  hon.  friend  representing  the  mines  of 
Durham  and  Northumberland.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  Northumberland 
had  changed  its  opinion  on  the  question. 
That  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  Com- 
mittee, and,  if  he  might  say  so,  the  objec- 
tion of  hia  hun.  friend  was  very  irrelevant 
to  the  purpcee.  They  asked  for  the  Com- 
mittee, and  it  was  clear  to  him  that  hishon. 
friends  honestly  wished  to  find  some  way 
of  getting  general  assent  with  regard  to 
the  eight  hours.  It  was  not  only  in 
their  interests,  but  in  the  interests  of 
ail  concerned  in  the  rapid  and  future 
progress  of  the  question  that  this 
inquiry  should  be  held,  and  that  the 
Government  should  be  armed  with  the 
information  necessary  to  its  task.  He 
was  not  depending  on  that  altogether. 
Hehad  hadaf  rank  talk  with  his  hon.  friends 
about  it  and  expessed  the  hope  that  they 
would  not  come  to  any  Resolution.  He 
explained  to  them  that  the  Committee 
was  appointed  ita  a  spirit  of  friendliness, 
and  in  no  sense  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to 
the  eight  hours  question,  and  that  it  would 
accelerate  progress  and  not  retard  it. 

Mr.  brace  said  he  made  his  speech 
after  consultation  with  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Hanley,  and  he  ven- 
tured to  think  he  had  fairly  put  his 
views  as  well  as  his  own  before  the  House. 

*Mk.  GLADSTONE  said  that  in 
that  case  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Hanley  was  under  as  great  a 
misapprehension  as  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South  Glamorgan. 
His  hon.  friend  had  said  they  wanted  to 
hongr  the  matter  up     France,  he  said, 


had  gone  ahead  of  this  country,  and  we 
stood  where  we  were.  Ho  agreed  that 
France  had  shown  progreasivenesa  on  this 
question,  but  when  hin  hon.  fiicnd  sail 
diat  France  did  not  need  an  inquiry, 
he  would  ask.  Was  that  true  ?  What 
was  the  nature  of  the  Bill  adopted 
by  the  French  Government  ?  He  was 
not  aware  that  this  debate  was  coming 
on,  and  so  he  did  not  arm  himself 
with  exact  information,  but,  speaking 
from  re<olleotion,  in  the  first  place  it 
was  not  what  was  called  a  bank  to 
bank  Bill  at  all.  It  was  an  Act  by 
which  hours  fiom  nine  or  nine  and  a 
half  came  down  in  half  hour  stages  to 
eight,  butthe  time  was  not  reckoned  fro.n 
bank  to  bank,  and  the  Act  only  affected 
the  hewers  of  coal ;  further,  if  it  was 
found  that  the  Act  worked  harshly  upon 
a  poor  man  or  a  poor  mintral  distr'ct, 
that  it  leMy  did  reduce  employment, 
restrict  output,  or  play  into  the  hands 
of  the  foreigner,  then  there  were  powers 
under  that  Act  to  suspe.id  it)  operation. 
That  might  be  one  effective  method  of 
action,  but  was  that  the  method  his  hon. 
friend  would  throw  upon  this  country  1 
Was  that  the  method  which  the  hon. 
GentUman  and  his  friends  were  ready 
to  adopt  1  His  hon.  friend  had  said 
'  follow  France." 

Mr.  brace  :  Follow  France  in  the 
principle  of  progress. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  they  should 
fol'ow  everyone  in  the  principle  of 
progress.  He  really  did  appeal  to  his 
hon.  friend  not  to  act  hastily  in  this 
matter.  He  cou'd  assure  him,  aa 
one  who  had  voted  on  every  occasion 
in  favour  of  the  Eight  Hours  Bill, 
that  they  had  taken  up  and  com- 
mitted themselves  to  the  principle, 
fiis  hon.  friend  and  his  colleagues  were 
so  conscious  of  the  difficulties  he  had 
indicated  to  the  House  that  they  them- 
selves had  had  reluctantly  to  take  the 
Bill  based  parti}  on  the  French  system. 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  ? 
He  did  not  know,  nor  did  his  hon.  friends 
know.  They  existed  in  the  air.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  proposed 
a  plan,  but  he  did  not  know  that  this 
plan  was  necessary  at  all.  The  result 
of  a  skilled  and  impartial  Committee 
might    be    that    they    could  have   an 
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Eight  Hours-  Bill  forthwith  over  the 
whole  country.  If  that  were  so  and 
his  hon.  friend  took  up  the  position 
the  had  indicated  to  the  House  what 
would  then  he  his  position  ?  He 
would  have  done  his  hest  to  impose  a 
less  perfect  Bill  upon  the  House,  the 
country,  and  those  he  represented.  He 
did  appeal  to  his  hon.  friend  to  hold  his 
hand.  He  was  sure  he  had  spoken  under 
a  misconception,  and  he  hegged  him  to, 
confer  again  with  his  hon.  friend  the 
Hemher  for  Hanley,  and,  at  any  rate,  not 
to  commit  those  for  whom  he  acted  to 
any  action  which  was  ahsolutely  hostile 
to  this  inquiry.  The  inquiry  was  quite 
removed  from  the  principle  of  eight  hours. 
They  wanted  to  find  out  exactly,  as  far 
as  they  could,  the  true  economic  value  of 
(he  question  as  between  one  district  and 
another  and  one  class  and  another,  and  in 
the  interests  of  the  miners  themselves  he 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  hold  his 
hand.  He  passed  on  to  the  questions 
which  had  been  brought  to  his  notice 
this  afternoon.  His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  had 
surveyed  the  general  question  with  all 
his  great  knowledge,  and  he  confessed 
that  on  the  whole  he  felt  reassured  from 
the  character  of  the  speech  and  the  nature 
of  the  criticisms  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made.  He  would  answer  one 
or  two  of  his  points  at  once.  Th)  light 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  about  b  >--  non- 
textile  industries.  He  was  fiaid  he 
could  not  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  detaih,  but  he  \vould  I  y  to  ascertain 
them  and  send  them  to  him.  Certain 
trades,  namely,  brush-making,  net- 
making,  indiarubber  balloon  making,  boot 
and  shoe  manufacture,  umbrella  making, 
fustian  cutting,  certain  branches  of 
food  manufacture,  paper  box  making, 
and  others  were  being  considered  and, 
he  hoped,  would  be  included  in  a  com- 
prehensive order.  With  regard  to  hoire- 
work  the  recent  sweating  exhibition,  for 
which  the  Daily  News  deserved  great 
credit,  had  made  a  groat  impression  on  the 
public  mind.  It  was  of  great  importance 
that  this  question  of  sweating  should  be 
kept  in  full  view  of  the  public,  and  it 
ought  to  be  pulled  out  continually  from 
the  holes  and  comers  where  it  existed  and 
shown  in  the  quarters  of  the  well-to-do 
and  well-fed,  who  little  knew  under 
what  conditions  these  people  worked. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 


His  right  hon.  friend  had  dwelt  upon 
the  importance  of  the  fusion  of  the 
duties  of  sanitary  and  factory  inspectors 
That  was  a  matter  to  whioh  he  would 
give  his  attention.  In  1894,  when  they 
first  dealt  with  the  question  of  outworkers, 
they  found  very  great  difficulty  in  bringing 
about  any  fusion  of  duties  between  the 
two  classes  of  inspectors,  bat  he  would 
certainly  consider  the  matter  and  see  if 
anything  could  be  done.  He  was  sure 
that  in  this  matter  he  could  rely  upon  the 
co-operation  of  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  Member  for 
Berwick  had  dealt  with  various  important 
matters,  including  factories  in  which  food 
was  made,  jam  factories  and  the  fish 
curing  trade.  So  far  as  the  protection 
of  the  general  public  was  con- 
cerned that  was  a  matter  more  for  other 
authorities  than  the  factory  inspectors. 
Of  course  cleanliness  bore  upon  that  qun 
tion,  and  he  had  called  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Inspector  to  the  reports  upon 
this  subject,  and  special  inquiries  were 
being  made  during  the  busy  season 
with  a  view  to  a  special  report 
upon  the  whole  subject.  As  to  accidents 
arising  from  the  use  of  electricity, 
electricity  was  a  comparatively  new 
power  applied  to  industrial  life,  and 
one  of  the  difficulties  of  the  Home  Office 
naturally  arose  from  the  fact  that  the 
present  staff  were  not  electricians,  and 
a  knowledge  of  electricity  was  not 
required  in  the  original  equipment  of 
the  present  staff  of  inspectors.  Bat 
an  electrical  expert  had  recently  been 
appointed  an  inspector  to  pay  attention 
to  this  subject.  With  regard  to  what 
had  been  said  about  amUne  dyes,  he 
would  give  the  subject  special  con- 
sideration, and  he  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  Chief  Inspector  to  the  matter. 
The  question  of  the  use  of  p->isonouB 
wood  in  the  making  of  shuttles  and 
cabin3t-making  had  been  referred  to  by 
his  hon.  fiiend  the  member  for  East  Leeds, 
and  he  agreed  that  that  was  a  matter 
which  ought  to  bs  closely  examined. 
Some  safeguards  had  lecently  been 
adopted  and  the  Home  Office  had  a  ked 
for  a  report  on  the  subject.  He  would 
undertake  to  have  a  special  report  made 
in  regard  to  any  woods  used  for  indus- 
trial purposes  which  endangered  life.  The 
hon.Member  for  East  Leeds  said  the  ewere 
thousands  of  workshops  which  weie  never 
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visited  by  an  inspector,  but  because 
they  were  not  visited  in  one  particular 
year  it  should  not  be  assumed  :hat  they 
were  never  visited  at  all.  There  were 
places  inspect«d  which  wen  found  so 
satisfactory  that  they  were  often  written 
off  for  a  time  in  order  that  other  places 
might  be  visited.  Th^  Hon.  Member  had 
referred  to  the  dangers  of  dock  labour. 
He  would  take  note  of  what  had  been 
said,  particularly  in  reference  to  defective 
g  ar.  He  was  proposing  a  special  increase 
of  the  staff  for  this  work  by  appointing 
fom  inspectors'  asiistants  for  London, 
Newcastle,  Liverpool,  and  Glasgow,  whose 
dnty  it  would  be  to  look  after  the  safety 
of  those  employed  in  the  docks.  The  hon 
Member  for  West  Bradford  had  made  an 
interesting  speech  on  the  subject  of 
anthrax.  The  hon.  Member  for  Salford 
had  also  referred  to  the  great  outbreak  of 
this  deadly  disease.  The  figures  showed 
that  in  1899  the  fatalities  were  fifty-five  ; 
fa  1900,  they  were  thirty-seven ;  1901, 
thirty-nine  ;  1902,  thirty-eight  ;  1903, 
forty-seven  ;  1904,  fifty;  and  1905, 
fifty-nine.  That  progressive  rise  in  the 
statistics  necessitated  a  very  close  and 
careful  inquiry,  and  it  was  obviously  a 
matter  for  very  grave  consideration.  He 
agreed  with  everything  that  had  been 
said  as  to  the  unfortunate  extent  of  this 
disease.  It  had  been  suggested  that  the 
imported  wool  which  was  supposed  to 
harbour  the  germs  of  this  disease  should 
be  dealt  with  at  the  port  of  entry.  That 
tonnded  a  very  good  suggestion  if  it 
codd  be  carried  out.  It  was,  however, 
somewhat  difficult,  because  the  wool  was 
imported  in  large  quantities,  made  up  in 
bales,  and  to  have  it  unpacked  on  landing 
would  mean  the  placing  of  a  very  heavy 
tax  on^he  trade.  If  no  other  way  of  deal- 
ing with  the  matter  could  be  found,  and  if 
this  way  could  be  made  effectual,  he 
granted  that  it  ought  to  be  done. 
The  question  at  the  present  mo- 
ment was  whether  it  would  be  possible. 
It  was  a  complicated  question,  and  there 
were  great  difficulties  when  they  came  to 
differentiate  in  matters  of  this  kind  in 
oonnection  with  imports.  The  question 
was  whether  the  material  could  be  sub- 
jected to  any  process  which  would  really 
effect  a  cure  for  the  evil.  The  difficulty 
was  to  find  something  which  would 
sterilise  these  spores  without  injuring 
the  material.    That   was   the  problem, 
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and  it  had  been  engaging  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Home  Office  for  some 
time  past.  A  Conuuittee  had  been 
appointed  in  Bradford,  with  a  Govern- 
ment subsidy,  for  the  special  purpose  of 
experimenting  in  regard  to  the  disease. 
He  was  informed  by  a  friend  of  his  of 
much  experience  in  the  Bradford 
trade  that  there  were  real  hopes  of 
a  remedy  being  found  by  means  of 
some  process  involving  the  submersion 
of  the  wool,  or  whatever  the  material 
might  be,  in  a  vessel  containing  chemioal 
ingredients.  He  would  not  say  more 
about  that  at  the  present  time.  There 
was  no  use  of  being  oversanguine  about 
remedies,  but  in  this  matter  he  had  good 
reason  for  believing  that  there  might  be 
something  done  at  no  distant  date. 

Mr.  JOWETT  said  his  suggestion  was 
that  wools  which  were  actually  dangerous 
might  be  excluded,  though  he  did  believe 
that  steam  pressure  at  230  degrees 
Fahrenheit  would  prevent  the  danger. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  if  the  wool, 
or  whatever  the  material  might  be  which 
contained  these  spores  in  dangerous 
quantity  did  not  yield  to  treatment, 
the  only  remedy  would  be  to  exclude  the 
wool  altogether.  No  doubt  that  could 
be  done,  but  though  they  might 
get  rid  of  the  worst  part  of  the  evil 
by  excluding  wool  which  came  from 
certain  parts  of  the  world  the  anthrax 
evil  would  always  be  with  them,  as  wool 
was  necessary  in  our  textile  industries. 
He  would  do  everything  in  his  power  to 
further  the  investigation  which  was  now 
going  on.  Information  and  instruction 
on  the  subject  would  be  issued  by  his 
Department  to  those  engaged  in  the 
industries  concerned,  so  that  when  the 
disease  was  found  to  exist  prompt 
action  might  be  taken,  in  which  case 
probably  no  harm  would  arise.  On  the 
subject  of  laundry  inspection  he  had 
expressed  his  views  over  and  over  again. 
It  was  one  of  the  questions  with  which 
they  would  be  obliged  to  deal,  and  he 
would  only  say  that  he  hoped  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  next  year.  With  regard  to  time- 
cribbing,  he  Was  perfectly  ready  to  co- 
operate with  his  hon.  friends  or  anyone 
in  order  to  put  down  this  evil.  The 
time  had  come  when  employers  shoidd 
be  formally  warned  that  this  infringement 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


1107     CivU  Services  and  Revenue       {COMMONS}      Depis.  Estivuites,n(i^l .    1108 


of  the  law  for  their  personal  gain  was 
wrong,  and  that  they  had  better  put  their 
house  in  order  lest  some  drastic  reforms 
might  be  found  to  be  necessary.  He 
hoped  employers  would  be  wise  in  time. 
It  was  fair,  however,  to  say  that  some 
responsibility  attached  to  the  workpeople 
who  gained  [An  Hon.  Member:  No], 
or  thought  they  gained  by  the  working 
of  overtime,  and  he  claimed  their  co- 
operation in  putting  a  stop  to  a  practice 
which  was  thoroughly  bad.  He  had 
omitted  to  deal  with  one  question  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean.  As  soon  as  they 
got  clear  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Bill  the  subject  of  insurance 
should  be  taken  up,  and  the  Government 
would  consider  the  best  form  of  inquiry 
into  the  whole  matter.  Turning  to  the 
question  of  factory  inspection,  he  said  that 
with  the  manifold  duties  of  his  Depart- 
ment it  had  been  wholly  out  of  their 
power  this  session  to  devote  them- 
selves entirely  to  any  one  Une  of  inquiry 
and  investigation.  He  doubted  whether 
the  Home  Of&ce  had  ever  been  more 
severely  pressed.  In  addition  to  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Bill,  the  De- 
partment had  been  responsible  for  no 
less  than  ten  small  Bills.  There  had 
been  heavy  work  on  the  criminal  side, 
which  had  put  a  heavy  strain  upon  the 
Department  ;  they  had  had  to  deal 
with  special  difRculties  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  London  police,  of  the  Aliens 
Act,  of  the  Licensing  Act  of  1 904,  and  of 
the  Employment  of  Children  Act  and  the 
bye-laws  made  under  it.  Then  they  had  had 
heavy  work  in  connection  with  lunacy  and 
vagrancy  ;  vaccination  had  been  hurled 
at  his  head  almost  every  Parhamentary 
day ;  and  there  was  also  vivisection, 
on  which  he  had  been  tormented  perhaps 
more  in  private  than  in  public.  They 
had  had  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
criminal  appeal  and  the  big  question  of 
London  traffic  ;  and  further,  they  had  had 
to  consider  arrangements  for  the  Inter- 
national Confeience  at  Berne,  at  which 
this  country  for  the  first  time  would  be 
officially  represented.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Leicester  had  brought  a  somewhat 
menacing  charge  against  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Factory  Department. 
What  he  maintained  was  that  the 
efficiency  of  the  Factory  Department 
of  the  Home  Office  had  increased,  was 
Mr.  Gladstone. 


increasing,  and  would  increase.    He  di4 
not  claim  that  it  was  perfect  or  that  it 
had   not  its  weak  spots.    All  that  he 
claimed  was  that  as  a  Department  it 
contained  a  large  number  of  extremely 
competent  and  self-sacrificing  men  who 
were  keen  in  the  public  interest  to  do 
their  duty.    He  wished,  in  passing,  to 
pay  a  tribute  to  the  work  of  Sir  Haimlton 
P.  Freer- Smith,  to  whom  on  his  letiremeat 
a   word  of  public  acknowledgment  was 
due  for  his  great  and  meritorious  services 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Factory 
Department.     He  admitted  that  the  De- 
partment might  be  open  to  attack?  in 
regard  to  the  number  of  miles  travelled 
by  the  officers  when  engaged  in  inspection 
duties.     Comparing  the  number  of  miles 
travelled  last  year  with  the  number  of 
miles  travelled  in  1895,  which  he  be- 
lieved   amounted    to    94,400    miles  as 
against    32,700    nules,     he    found   that 
there  had  been  an  increase   out   of  all 
proportion  to  the  number    of  additional 
factory  inspectors  appointed.    Obviously, 
when  a  man   was   travelling  he   could 
not  be  inspecting,  and  it  would  be  his 
endeavour  to  see  whether  the  high  figure 
of  miles  travelled  could  not  be  reduced 
by  a  better  system  of  organisation  so  as 
to  concentrate  the  staff  more  diiectly^on 
the  factories  and  workshops  uader  their 
charge.    As  to  the  attack  made  on  the 
new  examination    syllabus,    there   was 
nothing    sinister    behind    the    scheme. 
The  idea  underlying  the   system   intro- 
duced   by    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
opposite  during  his  last  year  of  office  was 
to  have  an  examination  on  a  fairly  wide 
lange  of  subjects  of  general  knowledge, 
and  then,  after  a  prol»tionary  period  of 
two  years,  a  qualifyu^  examination  in 
the  special  subjects  of  Factory  Law  and 
Sanitary  Science,  which  were  really  better 
learnt  during  a  period  of  actual  work  in 
the  Factory  Department  than  they  could 
be  from  books  mone.    The  object  was  t» 
throw    open    the    door    as    widely    as 
possible  to  the  best  candidates  frcm  aU 
quarters.    As  the  syllabus  stood,  how- 
ever, it  was  possible  for  a  candidate  to 
qualify  by  simply  confining  himself  to 
history,    French,    German,    or    Italian. 
But  the  idea  was  not  to  stop  there. 
There  was  the  period  of  probation    io 
consider,  and  after  that  there  was  the 
qualifying    ezamiAation,    so    that    tie 
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Inspector  vould  have  time  and  opportun- 
ity to  acquire  the  technical  and  practical 
knoirkdge  necessary  for  the  discharge  of 
Ids  duty  ami  to  show  his  aptitude  for 
tiiat  work,  such  as  appearing  in  Court 
and  condueting  a  case,  as  well  as  in 
the  praotioal  and  technical  work  he 
had  to  undertake.  He  did  not  object 
to. .  the  hon.  Grentleman's  criticisms 
as  to  examinations,  but  he  did  to  the 
suggeatioa  that  there  was  undue  pre- 
dcHsinanoe  given  to  what  was  called 
social  iuflaence. 

Mb.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said  he 
did  not  know  he  had  gone  so  far  as  that. 

*Mb.  GLADSTONE  said  he  wanted  to 
get  quite  clear  from  his  hon.  friend  what 
He  really  meant.  He  was  therefore  glad 
to  hear  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  no  such  charge.  As  to  inspectors' 
assistants,  he  admitted  that  the  system 
was  open  to  hia  hon.  friend's  criticisms, 
and  he  had  prepared  a  scheme  which 
would  go  before  the  Treasury.  At 
present  the  average  age  of  these 
assutants  was  about  thirty-eight,  and  a 
large  number  of  them  had  arrived  at  the 
nuximuin  salary  of  £150.  They  had 
therefore  in  prospect  27  years  of  public 
strvioe  without  any  advance  in  pay  or  in 
duty.  He  agreed  that  assistant  inspec- 
tors had  but  a  shadowy  chance  of  getting 
into  the  inspectorate.  But  both  as  to  their 
ifotof  and  as  ^o  their  duties  he  hoped 
to  make  a  change  which  he  trusted 
would  be  viewed  by  hon.  Gentlemen  as 
(atiafactory.  In  many  parts  of  the 
country  and  especially  in  Lancashire, 
workshops  were  being  turned  into  fac- 
tcnies  owing  to  the  application  of  electri- 
cal -powex.  There  were  nearly  600  new 
factoriea  in  Lancashire  alone,  and  under 
these  circumstances  the  anomaly  of  the 
assistant  inspectors'  position  could  not 
be  maintained.  The  system  must  be 
overhauled  and  expanded,  and  he  hoped 
that  mrare  responsible  duties  would  be 
givMi  to  the  aasiatant  inspectors  imder 
the  new  classification  which  would  be 
set  wp,  but  he  oonld  not  say  more  at 
present.  He  wished  to  say  a  word 
about  the  nominations  of  the  full  in- 
speetoe.  The  question  was  not  quite 
so  easy  a  one  as  it  appeared  at  first  sight. 
The  only  alternative  to  the  present  system 
d  sdeotieniind  noaaaation  before  examin- 


ation was  to  accept  all  applications  and 
cause  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners  to 
hold  an  open  competitive  examination 
for  the  whole  mass  of  candidates. 
There  were  hundreds  of  Candida  es, 
some  well  qualified  to  show  up  in 
an  examination,  but  who  were  not  neces- 
sarily fitted  to  make  the  best  inspectors. 
That  was  the  alternative  to  the  present 
system.  What  happened  under  the 
system  which  hal  hitherto  prevailed  t 
The  practice  which  had  gr  .wn  up  in  th  > 
department  was  at  the  least  based  on  the 
honest  wish  to  get  the  best  men  available, 
and  it  included  personal  interviews  with 
the  candidates,  a  very  necessary  precau- 
tion, in  order  to  see  whether  certain 
personal  qualities  were  possessed  by  them 
which  one  could  only  judge  of  by 
conversation  with  the  men  themselves. 
He  did  not  make  any  charge  against 
that  practice  or  throw  any  blame  upon 
anyone,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that 
they  wanted  something  more.  He  had 
therefore  set  on  foot  a  small  Committee, 
with  the  Under-P  xsretary  as  chaintiin, 
to  go  through  the  papers  of  those 
who  applied  for  the  position  of  inspector, 
inspector's  assistant,  or  lady  inspector, 
and  that  Committee  reported  to  him 
on  the  whole  case  and,  having  been 
so  assisted,  his  final  selection  for  nomina- 
tion was  made.  Recently  they 
gave  twenty-one  nominations  for  seven 
places,  and  he  would  request  the  Hous.* 
to  listen  to  the  qualifications  of  those 
who  were  nominated.  Here  was  the 
fifth  of  the  successful  candidates,  a  Cam- 
bridge man  who  took  honours  in  the 
history  school  and  was  placed  in  this 
competition  in  consequence  of  his  general 
knowledge  on  the  subject.  Here  was 
another  of  the  successful  men,  who 
was  trained  at  the  Manchester 
Technical  School,  was  a  Whitworth 
scholar,  had  been  apprenticed  to  an 
engineering  firm,  had  been  employed 
for  some  five  years  by  a  Birmingham 
firm  of  mechanical  engineers,  was  with 
Armstrong,  Whitworth  &  Co.  engaged 
in  special  work  from  1897  to  1899,  when 
he  became  foreman  fitter.  He  was 
the  manager  of  another  firm  in  1901. 
That  he  thought  was  a  pretty  good 
qualification  for  the  posv  of  factory 
inspector.  Here  was  another,  who  gained 
an  open  studentship  at  Liverpool 
University,  was  a  Bachelor  of  Soie:icc 
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of  the  first  class  of  the  Liverpool  Univer- 
sity, and  had  passed  an  examination 
in  electrical  engineering.  From  1898 
■to  1901  he  was  pupil  teacher  at  a  grammar 
school.  In  1904  he  was  science  master 
ct  another  school,  and  although  he  did 
not  know  what  he  would  turn  out  to 
he  in  after  life,  it  did  not  seem  necessary 
for  his  hon.  friend  to  use  his  imagination 
in  conjuring  up  in  the  case  of  such  a 
man  the  defects  of  those  who  might  come 
under  this  scheme  of  nomination. 
Another  was  educated  at  Bromley 
Board  School  and  made  himself.  He 
had  obtained  a  scholarship  at  Univer- 
sity College,  had  obtained  exhibitions 
and  a  County  Council  scholar- 
ship at  the  South  London  Technical 
College.  He  had  matriculated  at  the 
London  University,  and  had  passed  the 
intermediate  examination.  A  man  who 
lad  raised  himself  hke  that  and  was 
<,u&lifying  himself  still  further  was  surely 
a  man  who  was  suitable  to  be  a  factory 
inspector.  Another  was  educated  at 
the  Manchester  School  of  Technology, 
and  had  obtained  various  scholarships  and 
held  various  certificates  from  the  Board 
of  Education  in  regard  to  his  attainments 
on  various  technical  subjects,  including 
steam,  heat,  Ught,  and  sound.  He  held 
many  quahfications,  and  that  was  the 
sort  of  man  that  his  hon.  friend  wished  to 
exclude  from  the  inspectorate.  He 
would  have  romped  in  in  any  examina- 
tion, and  was  equipped  in  every  point, 
ihe  alleged  absence  of  which  formed  the 
staple  criticism  of  his  hon.  friend.  Another 
again  won  an  exhibition  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Science,  London,  a  Whitworth 
Scholarship,  and  was  at  present  taking 
an  advanced  course  in  electrical  science 
at  the  Technical  College,  South  Kensing- 
ton. The  remaining  one  of  the  seven 
successful  candidates  held  a  certificate 
as  a  sanitary  inspector  and  a  first  class 
certificate  in  hygiene.  He  was  employed 
by  a  firm  of  sanitary  engineers  from  1894 
to  1901,  employed  by  similar  firms  in 
1902,  in  which  year  he  was  appointed 
sanitary  inspector  for  the  Hampstead 
Borough  Council.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  these  were  the  right  class  of  men  to 
nominate  and  the  very  men  that  were 
wanted.  He  could  not  agree  that  an 
amalgamation  of  the  inspectors  and 
assistant  inspectors  would  be  desirable. 
The  demands  on  the  inspectors  were  snch 

Mr.  Gladstone, 


as  to  require  men  to  devote  themselves 
for  years  to  preparing  for  the  satisfactory 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  inspection. 
Whatever  was  done,  however,  the  factory 
inspectors'  assistants  ought  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  advancement.  Possibly 
places  among  the  inspectorate  should 
be  ressrved  for  them,  and  they  ouj^t 
to  rise  in  grades  to  positions  for  which 
their  powers  and  capacities  fitted  them. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  had 
made  out  no  case  which  would  justify 
an  open  pubUc  inquiry,  but  he  would 
promise  to  give  careful  conmderation 
to  the  question  of  the  organisation 
of  the  factory  department.  If  he  had 
thought  that  public  confidence  in  that 
department  had  been  shaken  or  that 
anything  was  to  be  gained  from  a 
departmental  inquiry  he  would  be  the 
first  to  seek  it.  But  he  did  not  think 
there  were  any  dark  places  in  the 
Home  Office.  There  should  not  be  so 
long  as  he  had  anything  to  do  with  it, 
and  there  was  no  subject  connected  with 
he  Home  Office  which  interested  him 
more  than  that  side  of  it  which  dealt 
with  factories  and  workshops.  With 
regard  to  recent  appointmen-^s  of  in- 
spectors, he  had  nominated  three  lady 
inspectors,  and  the  total  number,  if  those 
three  passed  the  examination,  would  be 
fifteen.  They  had  also  appmnted  four 
additional  factory  inspectors'  assistants 
and  four  junior  assistants.  As  to  the 
reorganisation  of  the  inspectors'  assis- 
tants  department,  his  wish  and  hope 
was  not  only  to  improve  the  condition  of 
the  assistants  financially,  but  to  add  to 
the  duties  in  amount  and  in  importance. 

Mr.  T.  RICHARDS  (Monmouthshire, 
W.)  said  that  after  there  had  been  so 
much  criticism  of  the  Home  Secretary 
he  thought  it  was  only  right  that  he 
should  give  his  tribute  of  praise  and  com- 
mendation to  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
for  the  promptness  with  which  on  his 
taking  over  the  duties  of  his  office  he  had 
considered  the  interests  of  the  mining 
population.  Labour  Members  had  for 
years  been  urging  upon  the  late  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  of  doing  something  by 
way  of  research  and  investigation  into 
the  means  of  preventing  a  great  number 
of  the  accidents  which  occurred  in 
mines.  The  mining  population  generaUy 
of  the  country  weie  mnch  gratified  at 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1113   Cml Services ani Revenue    {1  AutJUSr  1903}    DxpU.  E4inialfii,]d)(i-7.     11J4 


the  appointment  of  the  Commisaion, 
at  its  composition,  and  at  the  terms  of 
its  reference.  There  was  only  one  point 
in  connection  with  the  terms  of  reference 
to  which  he  wished  to  call  attention. 
He  was  not  quite  sure  that  the  reference 
permitted  the  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  efiSciency  or  adequacy  of  the  mining 
inspectors.  The  present  system  of  mine 
inspection  was  totally  inadequate.  In 
one  case  he  could  cite  there  was  only 
one  chief  inspector  with  two  assistants 
to  supervise  100,000  workmen.  In- 
spection under  such  conditions 
was  of  course  a  sham.  The  last  coal 
mine  disaster  in  South  Wales  in  which 
number  of  men  lost  their  lives  was  in 
consequence  of  the  inundation  of  water. 
It  was  said  that  the  manager  omitted 
to  take  the  proper  precautions.  But, 
88  a  matter  of  fact,  a  short  time  before 
the  water  broke  in,  the  mine  inspector 
had  himself  been  to  examine  the  colliery 
and  its  plans,  and  if  the  precautions  had 
not  been  taken  he  ought  to  have  known. 
They  congratulated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  appointing  the  Com- 
mission. The  chief  thing  he  desired  to 
Bay  was  that  he  was  himself  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
have  expressed  surprise  at  the  passionate 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Glamorganshire  in  regard  to  the  De- 
partmental Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  eight  hours  day,  having 
regard  to  the  history  of  the  question, 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  Prime  Minister 
and  nearly  every  Member  of  the  House 
had  repeatedly  voted  in  favour  of  an 
eight  hours  day.  Nearly  every  Liberal  had 
repeatedly  given  pledges  at  their  electio.i 
in  favour  of  an  eight  hour.!  day  for  miners. 
The  miners  of  Wales  had  a  stronger  case 
than  those  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
because  the  Welsh  Party  as  a  whole, 
notwithstanding  any  difference  there 
might  be  between  them  on  other  matters, 
were  unanimous  upon  this  subject.  Had 
he  spoken  before  his  hon.  friend  he  would 
have  been  quite  as  passionate  as  he  on  the 
question  of  the  appointment  of  this 
Committee.  His  hon.  friend  at  all  events 
was  to  be  congratulated  in  having  drawn 
Ml  equally  passionate  speech  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  was  abso- 
htely  ludicrous  to  say  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  hours  of  a  few  thousand  boy.-^ 
from  ten  to  eigh^  was  going  to  upset  the 


conditions  of  this  country.  He  did  not 
wish  to  labour  this  point,  a'ld  after  the 
speech  of  the  right  hoi.  Gdutleman,  as  far 
as  he  was  personally  concanied,  he  did 
not  wish  to  force  the  Hoise  to  a  divisio  i 
on  the  question.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee roforrad  to  wo  aid  got  to  work,  and 
he  trusted  that  next  sssaion  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  able  to  take  up  an  Eight 
Hours  Bill  for  minor3. 

Mb.  FENWICK  (NorthumberUnd. 
Wansbeck)  said  he  was  glad  that  ha 
hon.  friends  opposite  did  not  intend  to 
take  up  the  extreme  attitude  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Glamorgan.  Throughout  this  contro- 
versy for  over  twenty  years  the  North- 
umberland and  Durham  ropresentativos 
had  been  quite  as  anxious  as  anyone  else 
to  see  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
eight  hours  question.  The  reason  why 
they  suggested  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  instituted  was  in  order  that  the  Coji- 
mittee  mig  .t  have  an  opportunity  of 
guiding  them  along  right  and  proper  Unes. 
Some  of  the  promoters  of  this  measure 
had  declared  that  they  had  a  perfect 
solution  of  the  question  which  would  not 
impose  any  additional  injury  upon  the 
districts  of  Durham  and  Northumberland. 
As  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  had  been 
calling  for  that  solution  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  it  had  never  yet  been 
forthcoming.  With  regard  to  the  ballot 
upon  this  question  which  had  been  men- 
tioned, 18,000  out  of  22,000  voting  papers 
were  returned,  and  yet  that  o  ily  gave 
a  majority  of  465  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal. WTiat  he  would  like  to  see  was  a 
similar  vote  taken  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Federation  area.  There  was 
scarcely  a  case  where  a  ballot  had  been 
taken  in  the  Federation  area  in  the 
same  way  as  it  had  been  taken  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Motion  for  reduction. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

*Mb.  STUART  (Sunderland)  said  he 
desired  to  refer  to  the  question  of  the 
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qualification  of  factory  inspectors.  He 
had  listened  with  much  interest  to  the 
reries  of  qualifications  of  the  seven 
8Ucc3S8ful  candidates  wl.o  had  teen  nom- 
inated, but  it  was  rather  remarkable 
that  there  was  only  one  of  those 
inspectors  who  had  had  direct  personal 
acquaintance  with  practical  work  in 
any  factory.  They  required  on  the 
inspectorate  men  who  had  a  great  amount 
of  such  experience,  which  could  only 
be  gained  by  those  who  had  them- 
selves worked  in  the  actual  processes 
in  the  factories.  No  doubt  the  men 
appointed  would  develop  excellent 
qualities  and  most  of  them  had  had  an 
excellent  training,  but  the  one  element 
that  was  wanting  was  their  actual 
experience  of  practical  daily  life  and 
WLxk  in  the  factory,  and  he  thought 
that  that  element  could  be  easily 
introduced  without  any  diminution  of 
value  and  character  of  the  inspectors. 
The  object  was  of  course  the  safety 
and  the  security  of  the  workers,  and 
personally  he  believed  there  was  no 
one  so  capable  of  finding  out  what 
was  dangerous  to  workpeople  as  the 
man  who  had  been  through  the  mill 
himself.  He  hoped  that  in  future  a 
certain  amount  of  extra  consideration 
would  be  given  to  those  candidates  who 
had  had  actual  practical  experience,  and 
if  this  suggestion  was  adopted  it  would 
tend  not  only  to  the  benefit  of  the 
workmen,  but  also  to  the  benefit  of  em- 
ployers, who  liked  nothing  worse  than 
interference  in  their  businesses  by  persons 
who  did  not  imderstand  the  thing 
practically. 

Mr.  I'ICKERSGILL  (Bethral  Green, 
8.W.)  asked  what  had  been  done  to 
strengthen  the  staff  of  the  Home  Office  on 
its  criminal  side. 

*Mk.  GLADSTONE  said  it  had  been 
strengthened  by  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  assistant  Under-Secretary. 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire,  N.E., 
Clitheroe)  said  that  vigorous  measures 
should  be  taken  to  put  down  time-crib- 
bing in  textile  factories,  which  was  not 
only  injurious  to  the  workers,  but  com- 
petitively unfair  to  honest  manufacturers. 
More  summonses  should  be  issued  and 
heavier    fines    imposed.    He    cordially 

Mr.  Stuart. 


agreed  with  the  action  of  the  rig^  hoB. 
Gentleman  the  MQmb<  r  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  in  withdrawing  this  Amendment. 
The  answer  thf  y  had  received  from  the 
Home  Secretary  was  furly  satisfactory 
and  gave  them  encouragement  to  hope 
that  before  another  year  came  round  ^ 
!  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  haveadiieved 
j  something  in  the  direction  which  he 
I  honestly  desired  to  go.  With  regard  to 
the  use  of  dangerous  wood,  some  of  his 
constituents  were  anxious  to  know 
whether  there  was  any  bad  e&ct  upon 
the  weavers  who  had  to  use  the 
shuttles  made  from  that  paiticul9i  kind 
of  wood.  The  weavers  frequuitly  had 
to  put  these  shuttles  to  their  mouth  and 
suck  them  in  order  to  get  the  thread  to  go 
through.  He  did  not  know  whether  there 
was  any  danger  attending  that,  and 
perhaps  the  Home  f^ecretary  would  in- 
clude that  in  the  promised  inquiry. 
With  legaid  to  time-ctibbing  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  was  noixing  up 
two  questions,  time-cribbing  and  meal 
hour  work.  They  had  encouraged  the 
people  not  to  persist  in  meal-hour  work, 
but  in  regard  to  time-cribbing  the 
operatives  had  no  choice,  because  if  the 
engines  were  running  the>  were  bound  to 
be  there.  The}  could  not  leave  until  the 
engines  were  stopped,  because  they  would 
have  to  run  the  risk  of  having  a  sudden 
stopping  of  machinery  which  mi^t  result 
in  a  breakdown  in  the  milL  He  believed 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  two  reme- 
dies which  he  might  apply.  In  the  first 
place  there  was  the  question  of  the 
police,  which  required  legislation,  but  he 
believed  that  so  far  as  administratton 
was  concerned  the  Home  Office  had 
power  to  take  more  cases.  There  was 
very  little  danger  of  getting  wrong  in 
regard  to  the  evidence  if  they  found  the 
mill  running  and  persons  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  were  working  them,  because 
that  was  illegal.  If  the  police  went  into 
a  weaving  shed  and  found  600  persons 
working  an  action  in  every  one  of  those 
cases  could  be  taken  against  the  em> 
ployer.  An  inspector  recently  took 
proceedings  in  thirty-nine  cases  against 
an  habitual  offender,  and  he  was  fined 
nearly  £30.  Those  men  who  competed 
so  unfairly  with  other  employers  ought 
to  be  made  to  pay  very  heavily.  After  all, 
it  was  merely  a  question  of  money,  and 
a  fine  of  5s.  and  costs  was  a  mere  bagatelfe 
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to  the  employers.  If  the  Home  Office 
meant  to  put  the  practice  down  they 
most  issue  a  summons  in  every  case,  and 
the  only  way  to  deal  eSeotively  with  it 
was  to  make  the  fines  amount  to  a  few 
hondreds  of  pounds.  Let  the  Home  Office 
issue  ioBtmctions  to  the  inspectors  to 
take  up  more  cases.  With  regard  to  the 
<)uaIifications  for  inspectors  he  was  not 
in  a  position  to  judge  whether  the 
Tarions  questions  put  before  the  candi- 
dates were  necessary  or  not  from  an 
educational  point  of  view,  but  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  they  were  not 
required  from  a  practical  point  of  view. 

*De.      cooper     (Southwark,     Ber- 
mondsey)  urged  that  the  number  of  paid 
Lunacy    Commissioners    should    b;    in- 
creased.     They  were    required  by   the 
Ln&acy  Act  to  see  every  lunatic  detained 
in  an  asylum    at  least    once    a    year. 
The     Board     as    at     present     consti- 
tuted was  unable  properly  to  discharge 
Tts    duties.        T^ere     were    six     Com- 
missioners,   three    barristers    and    three 
doctors.     On    the    work    of    inspecting 
hnatic  asylums  they  went  in  pairs,   a 
1^1  member   always   accompanying   a 
medical    member.    If    all    the    lunatics 
in  tiie  asylums  were  examined  each  pair 
of  Commissioners  would  have  to  examine 
^,943  in  ttie  year.    It  was  physically 
Impossible  that  they  could  do  so  and  de- 
te  mine  whether    anyone    wai  wrongly 
detained  in  an  asylum.    He  had  been 
associated  with  the  administration  of  the 
Isylums    Committee    of     the     London 
Ooimty  Council,  and  he  found  that  instead 
of   fte    Lunacy    Commissioners    taking 
ttiree  days  to  visit  an  asylum  containing 
2,000  inmates,  it  was  a  very  rare  thing  to 
ftid  that  they  took  longer  thaa  two  days, 
and  he  had  known  them  visit  the  whole 
of  tite  people  in  a  large  asylum  in  one 
day.    He  «iid  not  think  anyone  could  say 
tlM  that  was  efficient  inspection.    As  a 
role  these  Coounissioners  took  round  with 
tiiem    the    Medical    Superintendent    of 
Ibe  Asylum,  who  explained   the   cases. 
He  did  not  think  tkis  method  was  con- 
tsmp'ated  when  the  Commissioners  were 
first  appointed,  and  it  was  intended  the 
OMtemiflsioneTS    should      be    absolutely 
bee  to  go  round    the    asylum  without 
the   superintendent.      He   thought  this 
was   necessary    fo*    the    safety   of    the 
feofie  who  ought  to  have  the  privilege 


once  a  year  of  being  seen  by  an  ind«- 
pendent  person  who  was  not  intere  ted 
in  their  detention.  He  believed  that  the 
legal  Commissioner  was  a  valuable  man 
ia  the  Committee  room,  but  he  could 
not  conceive  of  what  use  he  was  in 
going  round  an  asylum.  An  important 
point  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
attention  was  the  practice  of  the 
Commissioners  in  regard  to  the  examina- 
tion and  passing  of  plani  for  new  asylums 
and  for  alterations  on  existing  buildings. 

And,  it  being  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the 
clock,  and  there  being  Private  Business 
set  down  by  direction  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  under  Standing  Order 
No.  8,  further  Proceeding  was  post- 
poned without  Question  put. 


LANCASH[RE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL 
(By  Ubdkr). 

Lords    Amendments    considered,    and 
agrcea  to. 


SUPPLY  [3l8T  July]  REPORT. 

Postponed  Proceeding  on  Consideration 
of  Third  Resolution  resumed. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  this 
House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  said  Re  olution." 

♦DB.COOPER,  resiuning  his  speech,  said 
the  Commissioners  had  placed  upon  them 
the  duty  of  inspecting  the  plan  i  for  new 
asylums  and  for  alterations  of  existing 
buildings.  In  connection  with  that  work 
they  had  an  architectural  adviser.  He  ha^ 
not  the  slightest  personal  knowledge  of 
that  gentleman,  and  it  was  the  system 
which  had  grown  up  in  onnestion  with 
plans  to  which  he  objected.  The  archi- 
tectural adviser  of  the  Commissioners  was 
a  gentleman  whose  own  professional 
work  was  very  largely,  almost  exclusively, 
confined  to  the  erection  of  asylums.  The 
general  complaint  had  been  that  unless 
the  asylums  committees  of  county  councils 
engaged  either  the  architectural  adviser 
of  the  Commissioners,  or  an  archit  ct 
whose  name  appeared  on  a  small  list 
kept  by  them,  great  delay  took  place 
in  the  passing  of  the  plans,  and  that  the 
plans  were  unduly  criticised.    Not  only 
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was  that  the  cabe,  but  if  an  asylums  com- 
mittee engaged  the  trchite^t  who  was 
adviser  to  the  Commissioners,  or  an 
architect  whose  name  appeared  on  the 
Commissioners'  list,  he  inva.iably  tried 
to  select  the  contractor.  County  councils 
all  over  England  complained  that  ihey 
were  in  this  way  deprived  of  com- 
petition in  obtaining  both  architects 
and  contractors.  In  support  of  this 
statement  he  read  an  extract  from 
speeches  delivered  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  County  Coimcils  Association  in 
May  last  year.  This  was  a  very  serious 
matter,  and  he  thought  the  Home 
Secretary  should  consider  whether  the 
time  had  not  arrived  when  the  architec- 
tural adviser  of  the  Commissioners 
should  be  an  architect  who  would  devote 
his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office. 
His  own  experience  as  a  Member  of  the 
Special  Committee  of  the  London  County 
Coimcil  appointed  to  prepare  plans  for 
its  new  asylums  brought  him  into  close 
connection  with  the  Limacy  Com- 
missioners, and  he  could  testify  that  a 
great  deal  of  what  he  regarded  as  un- 
necessary delay  was  caused  through  plans 
being  sent  back  time  after  time  with 
inquiries  and  suggestions  as  to  trifling 
details.  The  County  Council  had  just 
flushed  the  asylum  at  Epsom,  when  the 
Commissioners  all  of  a  sudden  said  that 
if  they  did  not  at  once  bmld  another 
asylum,  the  replica  of  an  asylum  recently 
built  by  the  Commissioneis'  architect, 
the  Council  would  be  reported  for  default 
to  the  Home  Secretary.  They  had  a 
rather  weak-kneed  chairman  at  the 
time,  and  unfortunately  he  gave  way 
to  the  demandj  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  this  put  several  thousand  poimds 
into  the  pocket  of  the  architectural 
adviser  of  the  Commissioners.  He  had 
known  the  Commissioneis'  architect 
have  three  or  four  asylums  on  his  hands 
at  the  saui  e  time.  He  complained  of  the 
growing  tendency  to  send  aged  people 
into  asylums.  The  figures  in  regard  to 
this  were  extremely  startling.  In  1903-4 
there  were  1,445  people  over  seventy 
years  of  age  sent  into  asylums  as  lunatics, 
though  sufEering  from  senile  degeneia- 
tion  and  nothing  more.  There  were 
18  per  cent,  of  the  men  and  24  per  cent, 
of  ttie  women  over  eighty.  He  thought 
this  was  one  of  the  things  confined  to  the 
poor.  The  whole  of  these  people  ought 
Dr.  Cooper, 


to  have  been  kept  in  workhouses.  There 
was  one  woman  on  the  verge  of  100 
years  of  age  included  in  the  nimxber  to 
which  he  had  referred,  and  it  was  a 
scandal  that  she  should  have  been  sent 
to  die  in  an  asyltmi.  There  ought  to  be 
some  inquiry  into  the  increase  of  lunacy, 
and  also  into  the  way  in  which  old 
people  were  treated.  He  was  dining 
recently  with  an  eminent  lunacy  expert 
who,  in  an  after-dinner  speech,  said  that 
if  rich  men  were  treated  in  exactly  the 
same  way  as  many  of  the  poor  people  a 
third  of  the  Members  of  another  House 
would  die  in  lunatic  asylums.  The  per- 
centage of  discharges  of  recoveries  was 
entirely  in  favour  of  the  wealthy.  It  was, 
therefore,  his  desire  to  press  upon  the 
Home  Secretary  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  to  investigate  into  the  con- 
dition of  things.  During  the  last  fifty 
years  great  advances  had  been  made  in  the 
science  of  medicine  and  of  surgery  which 
had  been  to  the  great  advantage  of  manr 
kind ;  but  no  improvement  had  been 
made  in  the  treatment  of  lunacy ;  and 
until  an  inquiry  into  the  ^.resei.t  treat- 
ment of  lunatics  and  the  whole  conditions 
under  which  these  poor  people  were 
maintained  at  the  cost  of  £3,000,000 
per  annum  had  been  instituted  ther* 
would  be  no  improvement  in  the  treats 
ment  of  lunacy.  He  admitted  that  tmder 
the  Asylums  Committees  of  the  Coonty 
Comicils  matters  had  been  mudi 
improved ;  the  treatment  was  better,  and 
the  attendants  were  of  a  better  type. 
But  still,  the  percentage  of  cures  had  gooe 
down,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  essential 
nature  of  insanity  and  its  causes  OT  it* 
prevention  was  no  better  to-day  than 
it  was  a  hundred  years  ago.  Until 
a  more  scientific  investigation  was 
made  into  the  cause  of  brain  disease 
there  would  be  no  better  means  of 
cure  forthcoming.  The  London  County 
Council  had  asked  for  Parliamentary 
powers  to  establish  receiving  houses 
from  which  they  removed  patients 
after  observation  to  the  asylums  and 
Parliament  had  rejected  tiieir  SHI. 
He  invited  the  Home  Secretary  to  jJace 
England  more  on  the  level  with  the 
Scottish  system  of  Lunacy  Coauniauoaas 
which  was  infinitely  better  than  that 
in  this  country.  Ajiother  thing  which 
he  desired  was  that  provision  should 
be    madj     for    a    visiting   staS  ^irom 
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thb  oatside.    Wherever  that  had  been 
reeognised  it  had  been  found  to  be  of  the 
greatest  value ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  principle  of  a  visiting  stafi  from  the 
outside  had  received  the  support  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  of  the  Lunacy 
Commission,  and  even  of  the  late  Lord 
Chancellor — ^vrhich  was  something  extra- 
ordinary !     When  the  New  York  Board  of 
Lunacy  heard  of  the  scheme  for  receiv- 
ing houses  they  had  aent  over  to  this 
coontry  a  Commission  to  make  inquiry 
aa  to  the  methods  suggested  here,  and 
they  were  so  impressed  with  the  scheme 
of    the  London   County    Council    that 
they  had  adopted  it  in  New  York  with 
grmt  success.      Glasgow  also  sent  their 
medical  officer,  who  bas  adopted  it  there 
snccessfully.     While  London  after  spend- 
ing years  to  develop    a  scheme    which 
met    with    the    approval   of    the    meet 
eminent  members  of  the  medical    pro- 
fession was  yet   without    its    municipal 
mental  hospital.      What  he  pressed  for 
was  inquiry  by  a  Conunission  or   Com 
mittee — an  inquiry  which  had  not  been 
made  for  fifty  years.  The  lunatic  csylums 
statistics  were  valueless  in  many  respects, 
becaue  they  were  not  uniform.    £very 
aaylum  sent  in  iCs  figures  in  a  different 
shape  and  form ;  and  it  wcs  impossible 
to  arrive  at  a  consideration  of  ;he  reasons 
for  the  very  serious  incre&se  of  lunatics 
in  the  country. 

♦Mb.  remnant  (Finsbury,  Holborn) 
said  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  been  very  unfair  to 
the  Home  Secretary  when  he  accused  him 
of  wanting  interest  in  the  matter  which 
he  was  discussing.  He  did  not  think 
that  anyone  who  h&d  listened  to  the  ex- 
cellent speech  of  the  Home  Secretary  could 
accuse  ium  of  any  lack  of  interest  in  any 
of  the  subjects  which  had  been  touched 
upon.  There  was,  however,  one  point 
which  had  been  omitted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  his  review.  It  wt.s  a 
matter  ia  regard  to  which  every  Member 
in  the  House  would,  he  believed,  be  in 
agreement  with  him,  and  that  Wi.8  the 
desirability  of  giving  the  members  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Force  one  day's  res', 
in  seven,  instead  of  only  one  in  a  fort- 
night. Several  questions  had  been  asked 
upon  the  prant,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  given  s^'mpathetic  answers. 
Sympathy  wu  all  very  well,  b.t  unless 


it  was  followed  up  by  action  it  was  not 
of   much  value    in    this    case.      What 
was  the  present  position  of  afiairs  in  re- 
gard to  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  V 
New  demands  were  made  upon  them 
every  day,  but  these  had  been  accom- 
panied by  no  increase  in  pay.     It  was 
true  that  some  house  allowance  had  been, 
made,  but  it  was  very  partial  in  its  appli- 
cation. For  instance,  one  policeman  living 
on  one    side  of  the  street  might  get  a- 
house  allowance    while  another  police- 
man living  on  the  other  side  of  the  street 
did  not  get  it.   It  had  been  said  that  the- 
concession  of  one  day's  rest  in   seven- 
would  involve  a  cost  of  £150,000,  equal 
to  the  extra  employment  of  2,000  mem- 
bers of  the  force  ;  but,  in  t',.e  opinion  of 
competent  advisers  whom  he  had  con- 
sult^   one    quarter    of     that    number 
would   meet  the  demand.    Nobody   in> 
the  House  would  deny  that  the  members^ 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  were- 
deserving  of  every  consideratioa     They^ 
were  a  body  of  men  with  diflBcuh  duties 
to  discharge,  which  they  performed  witk 
great  ability  and  with  every  considera- 
tion   for    those  with   whom  they  were^ 
brought  in  contact.   He  did  not  believe 
that  the  cost  of  granting  one  day's  rest 
in  seven    to  the  force  would  be   any- 
thing like  £150,000;    he  thought  that 
£50,000  would  more  than  cover  the  addi- 
tional  expense    incurred,    and    no  one 
would  grudge  that  expenditure  owing  to 
the  benefits    that  would  be    conferred 
on  the  force.     If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   w-8    uncertain     about     the    cost 
he     asked    him    to    appoint     a  Com- 
mittee    which    would    investigate    the 
matter  ihoroughly,  and  find  out  what 
the  exact  amount  would  be.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  took  this  step  it  would 
be  one  which  he  was  sure  he  would  never 
regret. 

•Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  that  the  electors  in  the  district 
which  he  represented  were  very  much 
interested  in  the  question  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  factory  inspectors,  because 
many  of  them  had  houses  in  the  Mont- 
gomery boroughs,  and  worked  in  South 
Wales,  and  he  urged  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  the  appointment  of  such  factory 
i.  s'^ectors  in  Welsh  mines  as  pos- 
se 5. d  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
Welsh  language.    Theie  was  a  solidarity 
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of  sentiment  on  this  subject  between 
South,  North  and  Central  Wales.  His 
constituents,  though  they  seldom  ap- 
proached the  Home  Secretary,  were  all 
■worthy  of  his  attention,  and  he  was  very 
sure  he  was  representing  their  opinion 
■when  he  said  that  every  Government 
Inspector  in  Wales  should  speak  the 
Welsh  language.  Indeed,  his  constituents 
made  it  a  condition  of  bis  own  election 
^hat  he  should  learn  it  himself,  and  he 
was  doing  his  best  to  carry  out  their 
wishes.  He  hoped  that  when  the  right 
hon.  G^eatleman  repUed  to  the  speech  of 
■the  hon.  Member  for  Bermondsey,  he 
would  realise  that  some  notice  should 
"be  taken  of  the  great  expense  of 
jotuntaining  lunatics,  as  he  (thought 
that  the  pockets  of  .the  ratepayers 
ought  to  be  considered  qtiite  as  much 
as  the  comfort  of  the  lunatics,  though  the 
iatter  subject  only  had  been  brought  under 
iis  notice.  In  the  county  of  Montgomery- 
shire, which  was  conspicuously  well  ad- 
ministered, he  was  aware  that  the  heavy 
Ksharges  under  this  head  gave  the  county 
■council  no  little  occasion  for  thought, 
(though  it  was  anxious  that  everything  in 
reason  should  be  done  to  alleviate  the  lot 
■of  the  unfortunate. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.)  said  the  failure  of  the 
ifactory  inspector  was  often  due  to  the 
fact  that  he  had  not  been  a  practical 
man.  In  the  boot  »nd  shoe  industry, 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  he  had  known 
instances  in  which  large  deductions  were 
made  from  the  wages  of  those  employed 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  factory  in- 
.spector  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
life  of  those  employed  in  the  district, 
4ind  especially  he  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  lives  of  the  outworkers.  He 
•ought  to  visit  the  outworker  and  see  the 
conditions  of  his  employment.  He  was 
^&i.  that  some  improvement  was  being 
made  in  this  respect,  but  it  seemed 
rather  a  pecuhar  thing  so  far  as  he  was 
■concerned  that  some  gentleman  who  had 
held  the  position  of  the  manager  of  a 
particular  land  of  works  should  take  a 
berth  at  £150  a  year  to  inspect  factories. 
It  reminded  him  of  the  time  when 
•they  were  inspected  by  Army  oificers. 
Jtlen  who  received  less  than  they 
•considered  they  were  entitled  to  did 
«M>t  take  that  interest  in  their  work  that 

M.r.  Rees. 


the  workers  ought  to  do,  and  it  was  im- 
portant that  the  workers  should  be  pH^ 
tected  against  these  exactions.  In  regard 
to  those  who  worked  in  the  forge,  the  mill 
and  the  mine,  he  did  not  think  that 
sufficient  attention  was  given  by  the  in- 
spectors to  the  dangerous  side  of  their 
work,  and  therefore  the  men  did  not  get 
the  protection  which  the  law  pro'vided. 
He  thought  upon  all  these  grounds  that 
an  inspector  should  have  some  experience 
as  a  worker.  He  should  like  to  add  a 
word  with  respect  to  female  inspectocs. 
He  noticed  that  we  had  nine  for  the  whole 
of  the  country. 

♦Mb.  GLADSTONE  :   It  wiU  be  fifteen 
this  yeai. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  said  no  dosbt 
that  was  a  better  condition  of  things 
than  had  prevailed  hitherto,  bat  he 
still  thought  that  the  number  was 
insufficient.  Fifteen  lady  inspeoton 
could  not  perform  the  work  and  cover 
the  whole  country.  He  came  from 
the  town  of  Leicester,  in  which  he  had 
spent  his  whole  life,  and  they  had  only 
one  female  inspector  for  220,000  peo^. 
Very  insanitary  conditions  prevuled 
in  the  factories,  and  he  was  satisfieid 
that  in  that  town  alone  they  could  find 
work  for  half-a-dozen  lady  inspectors. 

"■Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  he  echoed 
what  the  last  speaker  had  said 
and  agreed  that  the  number  of  lady 
inspectors  was  very  small  indeed.  Be 
also  appreciated  the  friendly  ciitioism 
of  his  hon.  friend  who  had  insbted 
upon  the  fact  that  inspectors  should  be 
able  to  speak  the  Welsh  language. 
He  was  aware  that  it  was  deaiiable 
that  they  should  do  so,  and  he 
spoke  from  an  experience  both 
of  North  and  Central  Wales.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Home  Office  had  paid 
and  was  paying  special  attention  to  the 
qualifications  of  factory  inspectois  for 
the  work  which  they  had  to  do.  Ex- 
traordinary chaos  now  prevailed  in  regard 
to  the  responsibility  for  the  management 
and  control  of  lunatic  asylums.  In  regard 
to  them  he  had  a  mere  shred  of  responsi- 
bility. He  passed  the  plans  and  sanctiamsd 
the  estimates.  The  county  cooncils  bailt 
the  asylums,  the  Local  Goremmeat 
Board  sanctioned  the  loans,  and  tlie  Lord 
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Chancellor  appointed  the  Lunacy  Com- 
innsioners.    At    one    time    the    Home 
Secretary  appointed  the  Commisedoneis, 
lint  some  seventy  or  eighty  years  ago  a 
change  was  made  and  a  BiU  was  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commcms  and  sent  up 
Id  another  place  and  became  law  under 
which  the  Home  Secretary  was  deprived 
«f  the  cha^e  of  the  Lonacy  Gommiasioneni 
and  the  Lord  Chancelloi  was  substituted 
for  the  Home  Of&ce.    Conaequently  the  re- 
sponsible functions  of  the  Home  Secretary 
were  taken  away  and  vested  in  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  he  had  been  left  with  this 
rined  of  authority.    He  wae  not  in  the 
least  satisfied  with  the  position.    He  was 
not  responsible  for  the  management  of 
the  asylums  and  all  he  had  to  do  was  to 
pass  plans  which  had  been  pretty  well 
settled  before  they  came  up  to  him.    He 
was  all  in  favour  of  an  examination  into 
t&e  whole  ^i^stem  of  inspection  and  the 
4Kganisation  of   inspection.     Under   the 
present  system  they  had  six  p  .id  Com- 
missioners, three  legal  and  three  lay,  and 
they  had  to  go  all  over  the  country  in 
pairs  inspecting  the  Inimtio  asylums.    It 
seemed  to  him  that  that  system  was  both 
antiquated    and   absurd.    The    Govern- 
ment appointed   half   a   dosen    highly 
^pialified  g«atlemen  at  high  salaries  and 
then  tkey  said  that  they  were  to  go  over 
the  country  in  pairs  and  inspect  lunatic 
asylums.     What  was  the  result  1    The 
result  was  that  there  was  a  totally  in- 
sofScient  inspection  and  the  Department 
had  not  got  the  handy  man  who  was 
ready  at  t^ieb  beck  and  call  to  go  and  in- 
spect a  particular  asylum  when  inspection 
was  necessary.    Instead  of  a  system  of 
that  sort  they  had  to  arrange  that  two  of 
tittse  stately  Commissioners  should  go 
down  and  inspect.    No  doubt  the  system 
was  instituted  when  the  demands  on  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioners  were  not 
what  they  were  now,  and  the  knowledge 
oa  the  subject  was  not  what  it  was  now. 
It  seemed  to  him   that  they  ought  to 
iuve    a    qualified    stafi    of    inspectors 
who   could   be    toW    ofi    to    do   their 
daty  at    any  time  that  was  required- 
The  Commisnon  on  the  Feeble-minded 
was  <m  the  point  of  reputing,  and  its 
Beport  would  deal  largely  with  lunatic 
a^nms.    When  that  Report  had  been 
weeived  the  Government  would  consider 
^at    action    was    desirable.    He    had 
abeady  been  in  oommuaioation  with  the 


Lord  Chancellor  on  the  subjeOt.  As  to 
the  cost  of  giving  the  police  one  day's 
rest  in  seven,  he  had  no  reason  to  believe 
that  the  estimate  of  £150,000  was  in- 
accurate, but  he  would  go  into  the 
matter  further.  He  was  entirely  in 
sympathy  with  the  proposal,  but  he 
might  point  out  that  it  involved  ex- 
penditure and  would  lead  to  a  corres- 
ponding increase  of  expenditure  through- 
out all  the  provincial  areas.  Comparing 
Scotland,  he  found  that  they  got  one 
Sunday  off  in  three  in  Glasgow  and 
Edinburgh.  He  believed  there  were 
difTerences  in  practice  among  the  Scottish 
County  forces,  but  that  usually  on 
Sunday  they  ^\e  the  police  time  off 
in  order  to  attend  divine  service  and 
in  some  cases  they  made  it  compulsory 
for  the  men  to  attend.  If  the  ball  was 
started  rolling  in  Loudon  it  would  have 
to  run  all  over  the  country,  and  that 
meant  a  very  serious  question. 
He  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
police  authorities  to  this  matter.  There 
was  a  strong  desire  ^on  the  part  of  the 
House  that  progress  -should  be  made 
towards  realising  what  wa»  in  the  minds 
of  hon.  Members  with  regard  to  this 
question. 

Me.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.)  said 
he  would  Uke  to  refer  to  the  sympathetic 
terms  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  to  the  question  of  inspection 
of  women  workers.  The  returns  made 
during  the  last  Parliament  showed  that 
no  fewer  than  144,000  women  and  gitls 
were  left  entirely  outside  the  protection 
of  the  Factory  Acts,  while  88,000  only 
were  protected  by  the  Acts.  That  in 
itself  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  appeal 
even  to  anybody  less  sympathetic  than  the 
right,  hon.  Gentleman,  and  should  make 
them  realise  that  the  present  situation 
was  extremely  unsatisfactory.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able 
to  promise  some  legislation  during  the 
coming  autumn  in  order  to  bring  in  these 
144,000  women  and  children  who  were 
working  outside  the  protection  of  the 
Factory  Acts. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Subsequent  Resolutions  agreed  to 

PostponedjResolutions  agreed  to. 
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SUPPLY  fSTH  July]  Report. 
Resolution  reported. 

ClVrL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,   1906-7. 

Class  II. 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £40,396,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1907,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ex- 
penses of  the  Department  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  ASairs." 

Mb.  GOOCH  (Bath)  referred  to  the 
question  of  Macedonia,  and  said  he 
thought  all  agreed  that  this  was  the  most 
troublesome  and  perhaps  the  most  diflS- 
cult  question  confronting  this  country  at 
the  present  time.  He  hoped  very  much 
that  the  Government  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  would  not 
give  the  consent  of  England,  which  was 
the  country  principally  interested,  to 
the  Customs  increase  unless  they  got  in 
return  conditions  very  much  -more'  far- 
reaching  and  satisfactory  than  anything 
they  had  up  to  the  present  obtained. 
To  allow  the  Sultan  to  claim  an  extra 
half  million  a  year  without  some  such 
conditions  as  those  laid  down  by  Lord 
Lansdowne  last  year  would  only  enable 
him  to  maintain  his  already  swollen 
Army  and  perpetuate  a  state  of  things 
of  which  we  all  complained.  He  wished 
also  to  know  from  the  Foreign  Secretary 
whether  he  had  received  any  reply  from 
the  Sultan  with  reference  to  the  demands 
put  forward  by  all  the  Powers  in  con- 
nection with  the  increased  powers  of  the 
gendarmerie.  Those  demands  were  so 
reasonable  and  so  moderate  that  it  was 
exceedingly  weak  and  undignified  on  the 
part  of  the  great  Powers  to  allow  month 
after  month  to  pass — the  demands  were 
made  in  April — without  receiving  a  reply. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Foreign  Secretary 
would  ask  once  again  and  in  a  more  deter- 
mined manner  than  hitherto.  He  should 
like  to  know  also  whether  the  report  of 
the  English  representative  on  the  Financial 
Commission  had  been  received  or  was 
likely  to  arrive  in  the  immediate  future. 
From  the  accounts  of  several  corres- 
pondents it  appeared  that  the  condition 


of  afEairp  in  regard  to  th«  Finaaciat 
Board  was  exceedingly  unsatisfactory. 
The  scheme  had  the  malong  of  an  excellent 
schema  as  put  forward  last  autumn, 
but  it  was  very  much  whittled  down 
before  being  accepted  by  the  Saltan, 
and  since  then  he  was  afraid  the  amount 
of  work  which  the  Commission  had  been 
able  to  do  had  been  very  small.  Would 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiaiis 
ascertaic  whether  it  wat  making  any 
real  progress  ?  If  it  were  not,  would  Iu» 
take  whatever  steps  were  necessary  to 
give  that  Commission  more  power  and  to 
bring  it  more  into  conformity  with  the 
plan  originally  designed  when  Lord 
Lansdowne  made  the  suggestion  last 
year  ?  There  were  two  maiiL  reasons 
for  imploring  the  Foreign  Secretary  to 
take  a  more  active  line  in  connection 
with  this  question.  The  first  wa» 
the  internal  condition  of  Macedonia.^  He 
understood  that  there  were  something 
like  200  murders  a  month.  Neither  the 
gendarmerie,  nor  the  Comn  ission,  nor  the 
civil  assessors  have  been  able  to  render 
life  and  property  safe.  The  second  reason 
was  the  international  situation.  Lord 
Lansdowne  said  in  the  Hou8€  of  Lords 
a  few  weeks  ago  that  Macedonia  was  a 
constant  menace  to  the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  since  then  additional  proof  of  that 
statement  had  been  received.  War  had 
almost  been  brought  about  between 
Greece  and  Boumania.  So  long  as  the 
Bulgarians  in  Macedonia  were  at  the 
mercy  of  raiding  Greek  bands  or  Turkish 
irregulars  so  long  would  there  exist  a 
feeling  of  tension  between  Turkey  and 
Bulgaria  which  might  involve  other 
countries  in  Europe.  He  hoped  he  wouM 
get  a  satisfactory  reply  from  his  right  hon. 
firiend  in  regard  to  these  matters. 

♦Me.  LYNCH  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Ripon)  said  that  it  had  been  decided 
to  take  this  Vote  because  of  the  recog- 
nised importance  of  foreign  affairs.  But 
if  foreign  affairs  had  the  importance  with 
which  he  knew  his  right  hon.  friend  in- 
vested them,  and  with  wnich  many  hon. 
Members  would  be  inclined  to  agree  b 
investing  them,  then  surely  they  ought  not 
to  be  brought  up  for  debate  in  forty 
minutes — ^between  Lunacy  and  10  o'clock 
— if  the  object  was  to  enable  Members 
to  express  their  viewa  The  question 
he  wished  to  raise  to-night  was  that  of  the 
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3  per  cent,  increase  in  the  Customs  duties 
on  firiti^  goods  entering  Turkey— an  in- 
crease which  was  not  leviable  without  our 
consent.  Initself  this  increase  n>ight  not 
appear  to  be  very  important ;  but,  as  he 
hoped  to  sho-y  this  evening,  it  brought 
with  it  most  important  commercial  and 
political  results.  They  on  the  Minis- 
terial side  were  a  Party  committed  to  the 
principles  of  Free  Trade,  and,  that  being 
the  case,  he  submitted  that  they  should  do 
their  very  best  to  develop  those  tnreat 
neutral  markets  in  which  hitherto,  if 
there  were  any  Customs  duties  at  all,  they 
were  only  for  revenue  purposes.  The  great 
markets  of  China,  Manchuria,  Persia,  and 
Turicey  were  the  markets  which  a  Free 
Trade  country  like  ours  should  above  all 
things  endeavour  to  cultivate  and  to 
develop.  This  question  of  the  3 
pw  cent,  increase  vitally  affected  one  of 
these  g:eat  neutral  markets.  The  ques- 
tion had  been  already  debated  in  another 
place,  the  discussion  having  been  re- 
markable for  a  speesh  by  Lord  Lansdowne 
in  which  two  things  became  clear  ;  first, 
that  the  policy  of  the  late  Glovemment  in 
the  matter  had  b;ea  the  policy  of  the 
British  Ambassador  in  Constantinople, 
and  secondly,  that  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  strongly  counselled  his  successor, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  to  stifien  his 
conditions  considerably  before  reopening 
negotiations  with  the  Porte.  His  right 
hon.  friend  was  well  aware  of  his  views 
and  those  of  his  friends,  as  well  as  of  the 
Balkan  Conunittee  and  of  the  great  cham- 
bers of  commerce  of  this  country.  His 
light  hon.  friend  had  received  strong 
protests  from  these  bodies  against  the 
proposed  increase.  In  view  of  all  these 
remonstrances  he  would  personally  have 
heen  content  to  leave  the  matter  to  the 
judgment  of  his  right  hon.  friend.  But 
his  right  hon.  friend  was,  after  all,  not 
an  autocrat.  He  was  in  fact  the  only 
representative  organ  of  a  powerful  bureau- 
cracy, whose  transactions  were  screened 
from  the  representatives  of  the  people  by 
an  impenetrable  veil  of  secrecy.  He 
could  wish  that  the  conduct  of  foreign 
afiairs  might  be  scrutinised  by  a  Committee 
of  Hob  House,  framed  somewhat  on  the 
model  of  similar  Committees  in  other 
Parliaments.  It  would  inspire  greater 
eonfidence  and  bring  to  the  consideration 
of  foreign  questions  new  poin's  of  view. 
Above   all,  it    would    impress   into    the 


service  of  the  country  the  ripe  eiperienie 
of  many  hon.  Gsnt'emen  who  had  particu- 
lir  knowledgj  of  these  questons,  and 
would  prevent  such  experience  froai 
going  to  seed  in  this  House.  But,  without 
labouring  that  point,  it  was  suffi- 
ci'^nt  for  him  to  dwell  upon  the  tact 
that,  outside  official  circles,  the  opinions 
of  those  who  had  studied  the  question 
were  on  one  ground  or  another  un- 
animously, or  almost  unan  mou'^ly, 
against  the  proposed  insreise  of  the 
Customs.  Now  where  did  they  stand  ? 
In  Mty  last  proposals  were  presented 
by  the  Powers  to  the  Porte  attaching 
certain  conditions  to  their  consent  to 
the  increise.  These  proposals  we-e  re- 
jected by  the  Porte.  The  (jovernment  had 
informed  the  House  that  they  were 
now  engaged  in  reconsidering  the  whole 
question.  Two  courses  wer3  open  to 
them :  either  to  refuse  to  negotiate  further 
or  to  make  more  stringent  conditions. 
The  latter  course  he  understood  was 
suggested  by  Lord  Lansdowne  in  another 
place.  What  were  the  facts  ?  He  would 
ask  :  By  whom  would  the  duties  be  paid  1 
What  were  the  Powers  who  asked  us  to 
make  this  concession,  and  what  was  the 
consideration  offered  ?  Under  the  scheme 
60  per  cent,  of  the  duties  were  to  be  evied 
upon  British  trade.  It  was  not  for 
him  to  argue  whethe  •  the  duties  were  piid 
by  British  manufacturers  or  whether,  as 
he  beUeved,  by  the  Turkish  consumer ;  for 
the  eSect  must  in  either  case  be  injuri- 
ously to  affect  British  trade,  because 
the  Turkish  consumer,  who  was  an  ex- 
tremely poor  man  and  becoming  daily 
poorer,  would  be  unable  to  purchase  the 
same  amount  of  commodities  owing  t.) 
the  increase  of  price.  The  Powers 
which  were  urging  us  to  give  our  consent 
to  the  increased  duties  were  the  pro- 
tectionist Powers  of  Europe — the  very 
Powers  which  were  taxing  the  imports 
from  Turkey  into  their  countries  at 
very  high  rates.  It  mide  very  little 
difference  to  these  Powers  whether 
Turkey  put  on  a  tax  of  11  per  cent., 
or  of  8  per  cent.,  because,  being 
protected  nations,  they  clapped  on 
far  higher  taxes  on  the  imports  that 
Turkey  sent  to  them,  whereas  we  took 
all  the  imports  Turkey  sent  us  entirely 
free  from  duty.  Therefore  we  occupied 
a  privileged  position,  and  we  had  a 
right   to    say   to    the   Powers    that  in 
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viitue  of  our  free  market  and  also  of 
the  fact  that  we  supplied  60  per  cent, 
of  this  trade  we,  above  all  other  Powers, 
ought  to  be  considered  in  this  matter. 
We  had,  further,  a  right  to  say  to  Turkey 
that  she  ought  to  consider  us  most,  as  we 
let  in  all  her  goods  free  of  duty. 
Giving,  as  we  did,  all  this  to  Turkey, 
what  was  the  consideration  we  got  ib 
return  ?  He  Undeistood  we  were  going 
to  get  an  improvement  of  the  Cus- 
toms Houses,  a  new  Mining  Law, 
and  possibly  collection  of  the  Customs 
by  the  Public  Debt.  As  regarded 
the  last  -  mentioned,  it  was  already 
provided  for  by  the  Decree  of 
Muharram  of  1903.  As  regarded  the 
new  Mining  Law,  he  had  been  in  com- 
munication with  some  mining  authcri- 
ties,  and  he  had  received  a  letter,  un- 
solicited, from  a  leading  mining  authority 
in  which  the  writer  said  that  a  point 
which  struck  him  forcibly  about  these 
transactions  with  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment was  the  ignorance  of  this  country 
as  to  the  supposed  benefits  which  we 
were  to  receive  by  the  improvement 
of  the  Mining  Law.  He  hoped  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  not  think  that  collec- 
tion by  the  Public  Debt  was  entirely  in 
the  interests  of  this  country.  It  was  of 
course  an  admirable  administration ;  but  at 
the  same  time  collection  of  Customs  by 
a  European  administration  was  always 
an  assistance  to  the  Power  desirous  of 
lending  money  to  Turkey.  That  Power 
was  not  Great  Britain.  The  bringing  in 
of  European  Customs  administration  into 
Persia  had  been  the  means  by  which  Russia 
had  gained  her  great  commercial  suprem- 
acy in  that  country.  Then  for  what  pur- 
pose were  these  revenues  to  be  applied  1 
They  were  to  be  devoted  to  supply  the 
Macedonian  deficit.  But  what  on  earth 
had  our  traders  to  do  with  the  Budget  of 
Macedonia  ?  Siirely  if  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  Powers  to  come  to  the  assistance 
of  Turkey  in  Macedonia,  why  did  they 
not  issue  a  joint  loan  to  Turkey  in  con- 
nection with  Macedonia,  and  leave  the 
Customs  free  ?  But  was  there  any  need  for 
such  a  loan  ?  The  deficit  in  the  Mace- 
donian Budget  for  the  year  ending  March 
13th,  1906,  was  £687,855,  caused  entirely 
by  the  enormous  military  expenditure 
which  during  the  year  was  £1,303,161,  as 
against  civil  expenditure  of  £678,223. 
The  revenues  which  would  accrue  from  the 
Mr.  Lynch 


increased  duties  had  be^n  estimated  at 
£750,000;  and,  deducting  25  per  cent, 
for  the  reduction  of  debt,  there  would 
be  £560,000  left.  If  the  proposal  were 
adopted  to  have  the  Customs  collected 
by  the  Public  Debt  authorities,  there  was 
no  doubt  that  the  revenues  would 
more  than  balance  the  deficit  in  the 
Macedonian  Budget.  The  deficit  was 
now  suppUed  by  drafts  on  the  Depart- 
ment of  Indirect  Taxation  according  to 
the  arrangement  of  December,  1905.  At 
present,  therefore,  the  deficit  in  Mace- 
donia was  suppUed  by  Turkey  out  of 
existing  Customs  duties  ;  and  what  we 
were  asked  to  do  was  to  supplemmt 
those  revenues  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
£600,000  a  year.  The  result  would 
inevitably  be  that  a  corresponding  sum 
at  present  drawn  from  Imperial  taxa- 
tion would  be  applicable  to  any  other 
purposes  which  Turkey  might  have 
in  view.  Everything  pointed  to  the 
fac*^  that  these  sums  would  be  used  by 
Turkey  to  provide  a  guarantee  for  the 
Baghdad  railway.  He  was  not  in  the 
least  opposed  to  that  raUway,  but  they 
must  insist  that  this  country  obtained 
proper  terms  in  the  settlement  c(m- 
nccted  with  i*^.  If  our  Government  con- 
sented to  an  increase  in  the  Customs 
before  we  had  obtained  proper  terms 
from  Germany  in  the  Baghdad  rail- 
way, we  should  be  throwing  away 
one  of  the  strongest  cards  in  our 
hands.  He  therefore  entered  his  pro- 
test. We  supplied  at  present  three- 
fifths  of  the  trade  with  Turkey,  and  he 
was  sure  if  we  were  only  left  alone  we 
might  increase  't  to  a  greater  proportion. 
If  the  Foreign  Office  came  in  with  an 
arrangement  of  this  nature,  all  he  could 
say  was  that  the  same  result  would  follow 
in  Turkey  as  had  come  about  in  Persia. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  My 
hon.  friends  have  raised  a  very  important 
question.  The  increase  in  the  Customs 
dues  and  the  reform  of  Macedonia  have 
been,  by  the  poEcy  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment and  continued  by  the  present 
Government,  undoubtedly  linked  to- 
gether. My  hon.  friend  tnily  said  that 
this  question  of  the  increase  of  Customs 
duties  in  Turkey  was  not  initiated  by  the 
present   Government.    We   took  it    up 
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where  we  found  it.    Lord  L&nsdowne  Ixad 
been  approached  with  regard  to  it ;    he 
did  not  meet  it  with  a  negative.    He  had, 
on  the  contrary,  indicated  the  conditions 
on  which  his  Government  would  be  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  a  3  per  cent,  increase  of 
the  Customs  dues  in  Turkey  as  far  as  this 
country  was  concerned.    When  a  Foreign 
Minister,  on  behalf  of  his  Government, 
indicates  to  another  Government  that  he 
is  prepared  to  agree  to  a  certain  increase 
in  their  Customs  dues  on  certain  con- 
ditions, it  is  not  open  to  us  without  a 
considerable    breach    of    continuity    of 
policy — however  we  may  regard  it  from 
a  Party  point  of  view  here — and  without 
ts  being  regarded  abroad  in  a  commercial 
tensaction  of  this  kind  as  a  breach  of 
faith,  to  abandon  at  once  the  condition 
laid  down  by  your  predecessors  and  to  say 
that  you  should  start  afresh.    I  thought 
it  necessary  to   take   up  this   question 
where  Lord  Lansdowne  left  it,   and  I 
found  that  certain  expectations  had  been 
created,  not  only  in  the  mind  of  Turkey 
but  in  the  minds  of  the  other  Powers  with 
whom  Lord  Lansdowne  had  been  work- 
ing closely  with  regard  to  Macedonian 
lefonns,  tJiat  the  consent  of  this  country 
should  not  be  withheld  from  the  increase 
of  the  3  per  cent,  duties  on  Customs  after 
the  financial  provisions  had  been  granted 
by  the  Sultan  and  accepted  by  the  Powers 
in  Macedonia.     I  do  not  think  that  the 
expectation  in  the  simple  form  in  which 
I  have  stated  it  was  warranted  bv  what 
Lord    Lansdowne    said.    He    did    not 
commit   this  country  in   quite  such   a 
nmple  form  as  that,  and  I  went  closely 
into  the  conditions  which  it  seemed  to 
me   Lord    Lansdowne    had   laid    down. 
Broadly  speaking,  I  interpreted  them  t.a 
being  that  Lord  Lansdowne  would  have 
been    prepared    to   agree  to  the  3  per 
cent,   increase   of    duties    provided    he 
could    have    been    satisfied    that     the 
money    raised    by   the  increase  would 
have     been     applied    to     the     reform 
scheme   in   Macedonia   in  such   a  wav 
as  to  be  a  benefit    to  Macedonia  and 
to  develop  that  scheme.    I   developed 
that  condition  a  little  further.     It  was 
not  merely  necessary  to  satisfy  us  that 
the  money  would  be  applied  to  reform 
in  Macedonia.    We  must  also  be  satis- 
fied that  the  whole  of  the  3  per  cent. 
Customs    was    properly     collected    and 
applied.     Unless  you  are  sure  that  the 


whole    was    properly    collected,    it    is 
impossible  to  be  sure  that  it  would  be- 
properly    applied    to    the    reforms    in 
Macedonia.   We  developed  that  condition, 
and   the   proposal   which   we   indicated 
would   be   acceptable   to   us   was    that 
the  Commission   of  the   Debt,   a   well- 
known    body,    trustworthy    in    finance, 
should    have    the    supervision    of    the 
collection  of  these  Customs   dues,   and 
that   the   dues  so  collected  should   be 
paid  in  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
should   be   applied   to   the   scheme    of 
reforms  in  Macedonia.    We  were  fortu- 
nate enough  to  secure  what  was  very 
important — ^the  co-operation  of  the  other 
Powers — in  pressing  that  condition  upon 
the  Sultan.    After  all,  on  this  matter 
of     the     increase     of      the     Customs^ 
I  have   felt  it  important  to   maintainr 
another    condition    which    Lord    Lans- 
downe bequeathed  to  us  as  part  of  hi» 
policy — namely,  to  preserve  the  concert 
of    the    Powers.    We    have    stipulated 
in  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  Customs 
that  we  shoidd  carry  with  us  the  other 
Powers,   because   I  consider  that  most 
important  both  from  the  point  of  view 
of  Macedonia  and  of  securing  adequate 
conditions    for    the    increase.    Why    is. 
the  concert  of  the  Powers  so  important  1 
It  is  everything  to  the  progress  of  refornn 
in  Macedonia.    This  country  is  not  pre- 
pared to  undertake  responsibility  alone, 
beyond  its  power  to  fulfil  it,  for  preserv- 
ing order  in  Macedonia.    All  we  can  do  in 
regard  to  Macedonia  we  must  do  by  diplo- 
matic influence  at  Constantinople.  Dissen- 
sion among  the  Powers  would  undoubted- 
ly bring  into  the  whole  question  not  order, 
which  is  80  much  wanted,  but  confusion.. 
And  the  influence  of  diplomacy  at  Con- 
stantinople must  be  infinitely  weakened 
by  the  withdrawal  even  of  one  of  the 
Powers  from  the  concert  which  Lord  Lans- 
downe succeeded  in  maintaining.    I  do- 
not  agree  with  my  hon.  friend  who  spoke 
first  with  regard  to  the  work  that  the 
Financial  Commission  has  done.    Some 
progress  has  been  made  in  Macedonia — 
improvements  have  been  made  with  re- 
gard to  the  levy  of  the  tithe  and  the  col- 
lection of  the  taxes,  both  of  which  were- 
felt  to  be  oppressive  in  many  parts  of 
the  Turldsh  Empire.    The  situation  has 
been  very  much  improved  in  Macedonia, 
and  it  would  compare  favourably  to-day 
with  some  other  parts  of  the  Turkishi 
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Empire.  The  thing  which  has  stopped 
progress  in  Macedonia  has  not  been  that 
"the  Financial  Commission  has  been  a 
failure,  it  has  beea  the  constant  activity 
■of  the  bands  of  rival  nationalities  that 
lias  continued  throughout  this  year. 
When  my  hon.  friend  quotes,  and  rightly, 
with  regret  and  sadness  the  number  of 
murders  which  have  taken  place  in  Mace- 
■donia,  those  are  diie  to  the  activity  of  the 
irresponsible  bands  of  rival  nationalities. 
The  meie  presence  of  the  European 
officers  of  the  gendarmerie  in  Macedonia 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  ameliorate  the 
oonduct  of  the  Turkish  troops,  and  the 
-worst  difficulty  in  Macedonia  to-day  is  not 
■oppression  with  regard  to  the  collection 
of  the  tithes  or  taxes,  not  the  conduct  of 
the  Turkish  troops,  but  the  constant 
activity  of  bands,  sometimes  of  one 
nationality,  sometimes  of  another.  That 
makes  it  very  difficult  to  insist  upon  the 
reduction  of  the  military  force  which  the 
Turks  maintain  in  Macedonia.  I  do  not 
see  how  you  can  insist  upon  a  reduction 
of  the  force  there  unless  you  are  prepared 
to  guaranteee  the  frontiers  from  attack. 
But  I  see  great  force  in  the  point  that  if 
the  Turkish  Government  is  allowed  in- 
definitely to  increase  the  amount  of  mili- 
tary expenditure  charged  to  the  Macedon- 
ian Budget  it  may  result  in  the  scheme  of 
reforms,  which  must  depend  on  civil  ex- 
penditure, being  starved;  and  the  in- 
crease in  the  Customs  may  result  in 
an  increase  not  of  the  civil  but  of  the 
military  expenditure.  Therefore  I  think 
it  is  important  that  though  it  may  be 
impossible  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
military  expenditure  on  the  Macedonian 
Budget,  yet,  if  we  agree  to  the  increase 
of  the  Customs  with  the  object  of  effecting 
civil  reforms,  we  should  have  some 
undertaking  that  the  military  budget  will 
not  be  increased. 

Mr.  LYNCH  :  Is  not  a  reduction  of 
the  80,000  men  now  in  Macedonia 
possible  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  As  I  found  the 
question,  a  considerable  reduction  of  mili- 
tary expenditure  had  taken  place ;  but  the 
Powers  had  agreed  to  the  present  military 
«xpenditure  being  charged  on  the  Budget. 
I  am  sure  that,  with  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  the  Macedonian  finance  which 
will  be  secured  in  due  time  under  the 

Sir  Edicard  Grey. 


Financial  Commission,  an  increase  in 
the  Customs  duties  woidd  in  a  few  years 
provide  a  sum  of  money  for  civil  reforms, 
providing  that  the  military  expenditure 
was  not  increased.  After  all  that  has 
passed  you  cannot  get  the  Powers  to 
consent  to  a  reduction  of  the  existing 
expenditure ;  but  if  you  secure  that 
it  shall  not  be  increased,  you  will  get 
the  product  of  the  increase  of  tiie 
Customs  for  ameliorating  the  state 
of  affairs  in  Macedonia.  I  think  that  the 
increase  in  the  Customs  should  not  be 
permitted  until  we  have  satisfactory 
guarantees  that  the  money  will  not  be 
wasted,  but  will  be  properly  applied.  If 
we  do  not  succeed  in  securing  those- 
conditions  and  if  the  3  per  cent,  increase 
is  not  granted,  then  I  am  afraid  the 
outlook  in  Macedonia  is  a  very  bad  one, 
and,  in  spite  of  what  my  hon.  friend 
has  said  with  regard  to  the  use  we  are 
prepared  to  make  of  the  money,  I 
am  convinced  from  all  the  information 
I  have  that  the  present  condition  of 
Turkish  finance  is  such  that  unless  some 
relief  of  this  kind  is  pven  to  the  Porte 
on  satisfactory  conditions  there  is  a 
danger  that  the  whole  scheme  of  financial 
reform  as  it  exists  ^o-day  will  fall  to 
the  ground.  That  is  why  I  regard  this 
question  as  so  serious,  and,  though 
we  are  not  prepared  to  give  way,  except 
on  satisfactory  and  adequate  conditions, 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  hold  out  any 
prospect  that  we  are  prepared  to  meet  this 
demand  with  an  unconditional  refusal. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  Ten  of  the  clock,  Mr. 
Speaker  proceeded  to  put  forthwith  the 
Questions,  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  outstanding 
Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class 
II.  of  the  Civil  Services  Estimates,  and 
the  Navy  Estimates. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  oat- 
standing  Resolutions  reported  in  respeotof 
Class  II.  of  the  Civil  Services  Estimates," 

Put,  and  agreed  to. 


NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1906-7. 
Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  outstanding 
Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the 
Navy  Estimates,"  put,  and  agreed  to 
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WAYS  AND  MEANS  [3l8T  JULY]. 
KEPORT. 


Resolution  reported. 

"  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply 
granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the  Service 
of  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March  1907,  the  sum  of  £68,528,828  be 
granted  oat  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
the  United  Kingdom." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
HcKenna,  and  Mr.  Whiteley. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  [REPAYMENT]. 
Resolution  reported. 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
extension  of  time  for  the  repayment  of  a 
low  made  by  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Oonunisswneis  to  the  South  StafEoid- 
shin  Mines  Drainage  Ciommissioneis,  in 
ponmance  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
Session,  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose 
of  certain  Local  Loans  out  of  the  Local 
Loans  Fund,  and  for  other  purposes  re- 
lating to  Looal  Loans." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  \CT 
(1898)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 

without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third 

time  smd  passed. 


CONSOLIDATBD   FUND   (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

"  To  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  to  the  service  of  the  year 
VOL.  CLXII.  [FooBTH  Series.] 
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ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seven, 
and  to  appropriate  the  Supplies  granted 
in  this  Session  of  Parliament,"  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow. 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  it  might  be  con- 
venient to  the  House  to  state,  before  th^ 
adjournment,  that  he  proposed  to  accept 
some  of  the  Amendments  on  this  Bill 
made  in  another  place.  Some  of  them 
he  did  not  altogether  approve  of,  but 
they  were  not  of  much  importance. 

Lords'  Amendment — 

"  In  page  1,  lioe  23,  to  leave  out  '  can '  and 
insert '  wfll.'" 

Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House 
doth  agree  with  the  Lords  in  the  said 
Amendment." 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) 
said  he  wished  to  shoit^n  discussion  and 
promote  general  harmony,  and  therefore 
he  would  be  brief  in  his  remarks.  All 
the  same  he  wished  to  say  that  in  accept- 
ing some  of  the  Amendments  on  the  Bill 
he  and  those  for  whom  he  was 
authorised  to  speak  felt  that  the  House 
of  Lords  had  acted  in  their  characteristic 
manner  in  dealing  with  this  Bill.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  they  had  been  willing 
to  wound  and  yet  afraid  to  strike.  They 
had  gone  through  the  whole  of  the  Bill 
and  amended  it  here  and  there.  They 
had  shown  their  teeth  but  had  been 
afraid  to  bite.  They  had  made  many 
Amendments,  which  he  was  authorised 
to  say  for  the  Irish  National  Party,  were 
vital,  except  one  ;  but  all  of  the  Amend- 
ments had  been  made  in  the  direction  of 
cutting  down  the  benefit  of  the  provisions 
and  rendering  the  Act,  when  passed,  as 
unworkable  as  possible.  The  principal 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  was  that  re- 
ferring to  the  right  of  appeal.  The 
Government  now  proposed  to  have  an 
alternative  appeal  and  the  Irish  Members 
were  willing  to  accept  that.  But  there 
was  one  Amendment  on  the  Paper  which 
he   hoped   the   Government   would   not 
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accept,  and  that  was  in  regard  to  advances 
made  to  labourers  and  the  sons  of 
labourers.  It  might  be  argued  that  the 
sons  of  labourers  were  labourers  them- 
selves and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary 
to  include  them  amongst  those  to  whom 
advances  were  to  be  made. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords'  Amendment — 

"  In  page  2,  line  7,  leave  ont  clause  4." 

Mr.  BBYCE  said  he  desired  to  move 
that  this  House  do  not  agree  with  the 
Lords'  Amendment,  and  suggested  that 
whilst  they  should  restore  Clause  4,  they 
should  insert  in  place  of  a  month,  which 
had  been  suggested,  three  weeks  as  the 
time  for  entering  an  appeal.  He  hoped 
it  would  generally  be  accepted  as  a 
reasonable  compromise. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  he  would  point 
out  the  great  inconvenience  of  discussing 
these  Amendments  without  having  them 
on  the  Paper,  and  suggested  that  on 
future  occasions  those  who  had  charge  of 
Bills  should  see  that  that  was  done. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  Amendments 
were  printed  but  they  were  in  the  Vote 
Office.  They  had  been  there  siace  four 
o'clock  to-day. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  it  was  impossible 
for  hon.  Members  to  know  when  they 
were  ready.  They  could  not  be  expected 
to  be  constantly  going  to  the  Vote  Office. 

Lords'  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  Claoxe  4,  line  7,  leave  out '  14 '  in  order  to 
insert  •  i\."'—(Mr.  Bryct.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Subsequent  Lords'  Amendments  down 
to  the  Lords'  Amendment  in  page  6, 
line  41,  agreed  to. 

Lords'  Amendment — 

"In  page  6,  line  41,  after  ' aub-section,'  io- 
sert  as  a  new  anb-seation : — 'A  copy  of  the 
receipt  shall,  on  the  request  of  any  person 
entiUed  to  any  estate  or  interest  in  the  land 
in  respect  of  which  the  porcbase  money  or 
compenaation  waa  paid,  be  furnished  by  the 
oooncU  to  that  person." 
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Mr.  BRTCE  said  he  thought  this 
Amendment  was  an  improvement  It 
would  be  more  effective  if  the  additional 
words  "  at  their  expense  "  were  inserted. 
They  had  been  suggested  in  another 
place,  but  they  could  not  be  inserted 
there  as  it  would  raise  a  question  of 
privilege.  He  proposed  that  they  should 
accept  the  Loras'  Amendment  and  add 
the  words  "  at  their  expense." 

Lords'  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Question,  "That  the  worda  'at  their 
expense '  be  inserted  after  the  word 
'  council,' "  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords'  Amendment — 

"  In  page  7,  line  30,  to  leave  out  Sub-aection 
(9)  of  Clause  11." 

*Mb.  speaker  said  that  in  his  oirimoii 
this  Amendment  was  an  infiin^meat  of 
the  privileges  of  the  Commons.  It  would 
enable  an  arbitrator  to  add  an  additional 
sum  for  compulsory  purchase  which 
would  involve  an  increase  of  rates.  This 
was  not  within  the  competeitoe  of  the 
Houes  of  Lords. 

Mr.  BRYCE  moved  that  the  House 
disagree  with  the  said  Amendment 

Lords'  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 
"  In  page  7,  line,  41,  after   *  pounds,'  insert 
'  unless  the  court  sliaU  otherwise  order.' " 

*Mr.  speaker  said  he  had  to  make 
the  same  observation  with  regard  to  this 
Amendment  which  also  would  involve 
an  additional  charge  on  the  rates,  and 
therefore  was  not  within  the  competence 
of  the  Lords. 

Lords'  Amendment  disageed  to. 

Lords'  Amendment — 

"  In  page  10,  line  36,  to  leave  ont  '  or  by  the 
con  of  any  such  labourer.'" 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  sympathised 
with  what  had  been  said  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Dublin.  He  tiiought 
this  was  an  unfortunate  Amendment 
and  regretted  it  had  been  made.  But 
he  did  not  think  it  was  of  much  practical 
consequence.    Owing    to    the    diortness 
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of  the  time  it  would  be  a  pity  to  delay 
the  Bill,  which  was  wanted  by  every- 
body in  Ireland,  and  therefore  he  would 
suggest  the  hon.  Member  should  not 
insist  in  his  motion. 

Mb.  FLYNN  said  the  feeling  in  Ire- 
land was  that  these  words  were  unfair 
to  the  agricultural  labourers  of  Ireland, 
and  therefore  he  hoped  the  Clovernment 
Tould  stand  firm  and  not  allow  the 
Lords'  Amendment  to  stand. 

Mb.  8HEEHAN  (Ck)rk  County,  Mid.) 
said  it  was  an  Amendment  carried  on 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
Cty.  It  was  valuable  from  their  point 
of  view  because  it  was  thought  it  would 
induce  young  labourers  to  stop  on  the 
land. 

Mb.  HATDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) 
pointed  out  that  there  were  several 
instances  where  labourers  had  been 
lefased  a  cottage  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  not  married.  He  urged  the 
tight  hon.  Gentleman  to  ac3ept  the 
views  that  had  bean  put  forward  from 
the  Irish  benches. 

Thb  attorney-general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cberry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change) said  that  if  this  Amemlment  of 
the  Lcids  bad  the  eSeot  of  excluding  a 
large  number  of  people  from  the  benefit 
of  the  Bill  he  would  at  once  agree  with 
That  had  been  said,  but  that  was  not  his 
view.  If  a  cottage  was  refused  to  a 
labourer  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not 
married  it  would  be  quite  illegal 

Mb.  8HEEHAN  said  they  were  not 
lefening  to  cottages,  but  to  advances  for 
untenanted  land. 

Mb.  cherry  said  they  naturally  did 
not  wish  to  give  it  to  a  boy,  but  a  man 
of  twenty-one,  though  he  lived  with  his 
bther,  was  an  agricultural  labourer  within 
the  meaning  of  the  definition  of  the  Bill. 
So  far  as  he  could  see,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  very  few  if  any  would  be  affected 
hy  the  Amendment,  it  was  not  desirable 
to  pernst  in  this  Motion. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  said  he  understood 
that  this  was  a  Bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Uhonrers,    and  if   that  was   so    every; 
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Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.)  said 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  as 
an  eiqtert,  had  expressed  his  opinion  upon 
this  Amendment,  and  upon  his  statement 
he  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would  so 
direct  the  Local  Government  Board  in  the 
admiiuBtration  of  this  Bill.  Under  the 
circumstances  he  did  not  think  they 
would  be  justified  in  detaining  the  Bill  on 
this  point. 

Lords'  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Lords'  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BRYCE  moved  that  a  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons 
to  be  assigned  to  the  Lords  for  differing 
from  them  in  regard  to  certain  Amend- 
ments which  their  Lordships  had  made 
in  the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill.  He  also 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  con- 
sist of  himself,  the  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Sheehan,  and 
Mr.  C.  Craig. 

Committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
Reasons  to  be  assigned  to  the  Lords  for 
disagreeing  to  certain  of  their  Amend- 
ments to  the  Bill. 

Committee  nominated  of — ^Mr.  Attor- 
ney-General for  Ireland,  Mr.  James  Bryce, 
Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Charles  Craig,  and  Mr. 
Sheehan. 

To  withdraw  immediately,   i ' 
Three  to  be  the  quorum. — [Mr.  Jamea 
Bryce.) 


COLONIAL  MARRIAGES  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Ck>nsidered  in  Committee] 

[Mr.  EuHOTT  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair,  i    - 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  : — 

•The  UNDER-SECRETARY  (^r 
STATE  for  thb  COLONIES  (M», 
Chubohill,  Manchostzr,  N.W.)  said  tbcrw 
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was  a  technical  Amendment  to  the  clause 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  submit  to  the 
Committee.  This  Bill  was  one  to  enable 
persons  married  under  laws  which  had 
received  the  assent  of  the  Crown  in  the 
Colonies,  to  inherit  real  estate  in  this 
country,  and  otherwise  to  receive  the 
privileges  of  those  who  had  entered 
into  lawful  marriages  in  this  country. 
There  was  a  proviso  to  Clause  I  which 
was  designed  to  prevent  this  Act  having 
any  retrospective  effect.  The  Amend- 
ment he  had  to  ask  the  Committee  to  ac- 
cept was  to  leave  out  the  words 

"  Nor  any  claim  by  tha  Crown  for  any  duty 
due  at  the  passing  of  this  Act," 

in  order  to  insert  a  new  proviso  prepared 
on  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  to  make  sure  that  duties  paid  in 
respect  of  deaths  before  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  were  not  to  be  returned  and  that 
duties  commuted  or  compounded  for  in 
the  anticipation  of  death  until  after  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  were  not  to  be  re- 
turned. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words, '  Nor  any  claim  by 
the  Crown  for  any  duty  dua  at  the  passing  of 
this  Act."* 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Sir  E.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
said  he  must  enter  a  protest  against  the 
pressing  of  an  Amendment  of  this  kind 
without  any  notice  having  been  given. 
He  did  not  suppose  there  was  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  understood  what  the 
meaning  of  the  Amendment  was.  He 
certainly  did  not,  and  he  was  doubtful 
whether  the  hon.  Member  who  moved  it 
understood  it  himself.  Of  course,  the 
hon.  Member  had  the  power  of  passing 
the  Amendment,  and  he  seemed  to  think 
that  that  was  sufficient,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  display  the  courtesy 
of  putting  his  proposals  upon  the  Paper 
80  that  they  could  be  understood.  It 
was  almost  a  farce  in  regard  to  business 
of  this  kind  if  long  and  complicated 
Amendments  were  put  before  the  House 
without  notice. 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  he  was  sorry 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentle- 
Mr.  Churchill. 
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,  man  did  not  understand  the  Amendment, 
because  it  was  couched  in  the  legal 
rigmarole  of  which  he  was  so  great  a 
master.  It  was  not  his  desire  to  show 
any  discourtesy  to  the  Committee  and 
least  of  all  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  addressed  it.  The  Amend- 
ment was  of  a  purely  formal  and  technical 
character  and  did  not  alter  the  (mginal 
sense  or  intention  of  the  measure.  He 
regretted  that  it  bad  drawn  from  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  such  very  severe 
and  wounding  comments  as  I  e  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  :  I  do  not  understand 
a  word  of  it. 


*Mr.  CHURCHILL  was  sorry  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  did  not  understand  the 
Amendment,  because  it  was,  as  he  had 
said,  drawn  in  that  legal  rigmarole  of 
which  he  was  such  a  master.  The  only 
object  of  it  was  to  provide  that  the 
provisions  of  the  BiU  should  not  be 
retrospective. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  inquired  if  the  Lords 
would  be  able  to  make  an  Amendment 
on  the  matter  now  before  the  Committee. 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  that  was  s 
matter  of  procedure  upon  which  he  could 
not  be  expected  to  give  any  opinion. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause," 
pat  and  negatived. 

New  proviso  inserted.  ' 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered To-moirow,  and  to  be  printed 
[No.  339.] 


STREET   BETTING   BILL 

[LORDS\ 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1 : — 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  moved  an  Amend- 
ment providing  that  any  person  freqaent- 
ing   "or    loitering  in  streets  or  public 
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places"  for  the  purpose  of  betting  sliaU 
be  liable  to  the  specified  penalties. 

*Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  wished  to  know 
whether  thej  could  have  some  clear 
definition  of  the  word  "  loiter,"  and  he 
reminded  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he 
hid  already  this  year  appointed  a  Royal 
Commiasion  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "loitering"  as  understood 
and  used  by  the  police  in  London. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE:  It  is  a  well- 
known  word  in  the  English  language. 

LoBD  BALCARRES  asked  if  a  tele- 
graph office  was  a  public  place.  Would 
this  Act  prevent  a  man  standing  about  a 
telegraph  office  and  making  bets  by 
telegram  ? 

*Mb.  GLADSTONE  said  he  had  a  great 
deal  of  sympathy  with  the  noble  Earl's 
object  and  he  believed  that  as  a  matter  of 
Uw  a  Post  Office  was  a  public  place. 
The  difficulty  of  deciding  whether  a  man 
who  was  sent  to  bet  by  telegram  really 
came  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  was  so 
great  that  it  was  impossible  to  draft  an 
Amendment  to  cover  it. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  said  he  was  sorry 
that  the  Home  Secretary  had  come 
to  that  conclusion.  The  Government 
had  not  given  much  time  for  Members  to 
put  down  Amendments,  because  it  was 
past  2  o'clock,  after  midnight,  when  the 
Bill  was  passed.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man last  night  made  a  very  able  and  power- 
ful and  us^l  speech  upon  this  question  of 
betting  in  streets  and  pubUo  places,  but 
would  the  public  believe  he  was  in  earnest 
if  a  man  was  permitted  to  be  arrested 
outside  a  telegraph  office  for  betting 
whilst  the  Government  were  receiving 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  inside 
the  telegraph  office  for  the  purpose  of 
transmitting  bets  to  bookmakers  1  He  did 
not  see  what  the  practical  difficulties  were. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  issued  an 
instruction  that  no  telegraph  clerks 
shoold  receive  a  bet,  that  might  meet 
the  case.  If  it  was  enacted  that  it 
was  punishable  by  fine  to  send  a  bet 
by  telegraph,  there  would  not  be  much 
difficulty  in  the  matter.  The  great 
difficulty  was  that  the  Government, 
while  they    pretended   to    wish   to   do 


something  to  put  down  an  admitted 
evil  of  a  very  great  character,  desired 
themselves  to  countenance  this  system 
of  betting  for  the  sake  of  revenue.  It 
was  purely  and  solely  a  question  of 
revenue  which  prevented  the  Government 
dealing  with  it.  If  in  this  Act  they 
had  a  section  really  preventing  and 
legislating  against  the  transmission  of 
bets  by  telegraph,  it  would  smaah  up 
the  whole  bookmaking  system  throughout 
this  country.  There  was  nothing  more 
pitiable  than  to  go  into  a  country  poet 
office,  close  to  some  small  local  races, 
and  see  the  men  there  who  were  hardly 
able  to  buy  their  own  dinners  waiting 
to  telegraph  5s.  or  2s.  6d.  to  have  a 
bet  on  some  of  those  races.  So  long 
as  that  practice  ensted  the  pnbUc  would 
connder  the  Government  partioeps 
criminis  in  this  matter ;  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  given  them  a  little 
more  time  to  put  down  Amendments 
to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  determined  to  alleviate  the 
evils,  they  would  have  done  much  to  put 
an  end  to  this  disastrous  system  which 
went  on  throughout  the  whole  country. 

'Mr.  GLADSTONE  reminded  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  there  was  still  a 
Report  stage  upon  which  he  could  exercise 
his  legal  ingenuity  to  draft  an  Amendment 
which  it  would  be  possible  to  accept. 
If  he  would  do  that  the  Government 
would  be  extremely  glad  to  consider  it.  He 
did  not  know  whether  this  Amendment 
would  cover  that.  He  did  not  know  whether 
a  telegraph  office  was  a  public  place. 
He  was  not  a  lawyer,  but^e^hould  have 
thought  it  was  outside  the  scope  of  this 
Bill,  which  was  one  for  "  the  suppression 
of  betting  in  streets  and  other  public 
places."  He  would  remind  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  who  was  a 
distinguished  Member  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, that  this  Bill  was  sent  down  from 
the  Lords  in  the  past  two  sessions,  and 
that  it  never  advanced  to  the  present 
stage  in  this  House.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
It  was  blocked.].  He  did  not  know 
who  blocked  it,  but  what  the  Govern- 
ment were  doing  now  the  late  Govern- 
ment could  easUy  have  done.  It  was  a 
Bill  which  at  any  rate  provided  a  partial 
solution.  He  did  not  claim  anything 
more  for  it.  If  they  could  pass  this 
Bill,  however,  he  would  suggest  to  the 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1U7 


Street 


{COMMONS} 


Betting  BUI. 


1148 


Postmaster-General  and  his  colleagues 
that  perhaps  a  Bill  might  be  brought  in 
next  year  aimed  at  betting  by  tei^raph. 

Mb.  PAUL  (Northampton)  said  this 
was  not  a  question  of  legal  ingenuity. 
It  was  a  very  serious  matter.  Betting 
by  telegraph  was  more  injurious  than 
betting  at  street  comers.  He  did  not 
understand  why  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  not  accept  the  Amendment. 
If  a  telegraph  office  was  not  a  public 
place  it  was  not  a  private  place.  The 
Government  did  not  allow  messages  of  an 
improper  or  immoral  character  to  be  sent 
by  telegraph,  and  he  wished  they  did 
not  allow  messages  to  be  sent  in  regard 
to  betting  transactions.  He  hoped 
words  would  be  introduced  at  this 
stage,  or  on  the  Report  stage,  to  stop 
this  system  of  betting,  which  caused 
untold  misery  to  the  pubUc. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  that  if  betting  by 
telegraph  were  not  within  the  scope  of 
the  Bill  the  Bill  was  not  worth  anything. 
He  did  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  find  the  least  difficulty  in 
legislating  to  prevent  the  transmission 
of  betting  messages  by  telegraph.  He 
admitted  that  the  law  might  sometimes 
be  evaded,  but  let  them  put  on  the  face 
of  the  Bill  that  this  House  disapproved 
of  the  system. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) 
said  it  seemed  to  him  that  this  Bill  was 
framed  for  a  certain  specific  object,  and 
that  was  to  put  a  stop  to  the  system  of 
street  betting  which  enabled  the  poorer 
classes  to  put  small  bets  on  horse  races. 
What  was  now  proposed  was  that  they 
should  graft  an  entirely  difierent 
principle  on  the  Bill  at  the  last 
moment.  Were  they  to  understand, 
for  instance,  that  if  Lord  Rosebery, 
who  w^as  an  excellent  type  of  sportsman, 
went  to  a  post  office  and  put  on  a  bet 
he  was  to  be  liable  to  a  fine?  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  Why  not  ?]  He  would 
tell  the  hon.  Member.  He  was  en- 
deavouring to  explain  that  this  Bill  was 
not  framed  to  deal  with  a  case  of  that 
kind.  The  Bill  was  intended  to  deal 
with  the  case  of  the  poor  man. 
[An      Hon.        Member:  Why?] 

He  thought  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
Amendment  would  do  what  the  framers  of 

Mr.  Gladstone. 


the  Bill  did  not  really  intend,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Home  Secretary  would 
make  the  point  perfectly  clear. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  that  there 
were  great  difficulties  which  had  not  been 
met  by  the  Bill.  Besides  betting  by 
telegraph,  there  was  the  difficult  case  of 
bettmg  by  telephone. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  that  most  people 
now  bet  by  telephone  because  there  was 
no  record  of  it. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  they  had 
also  to  consider  the  legitimate  secrecy  of 
the  telegraph.  The  Government  would 
put  this  Bill  when  passed  on  trial,  and 
would  consider  whether  afterwards  any 
Amendment  could  be  made  upon  it. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.)  said 
that  this  was  a  very  important  question. 
A  post  office  had  been  held  by  com- 
petent Courts  of  Law  to  be  a  public  place. 
Was  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
the  Government  in  passing  this  measure 
would  render  liable  to  arrest  Lord  Rose- 
bery or  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  who 
entered  a  post  office  in  order  to  put  a  bet 
by  telegraph  on  a  horse  they  fancied,  or 
even  to  make  a  bet  on  the  life  of  the 
present  Gtovemment  t 

Amendment  agreed  to: 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  ps^  1,  line  7,  toleive  oat  tke  vordt 
'  or  wagenng.' " — {Mr .  6lad»tone.) 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  asked  why  these 
words  "  or  wagering  "  should  be  left  <>ut  t 
Was  it  designed  to  cover  any  transactioD 
now  conducted  in  the  streets  which  was 
connected  with  matters  of  business  in 
difi'erent  parts  in  the  United  Kingdom  t 
He  understood  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Lord  Davey  bad  thought  it  necessary 
to  put  these  two  words  into  the  BiU. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  said  he  was  very 
sorry  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 

eMod  to  leave  these  words  out  of  the 
ill. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  he  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  said  that  the  first 
amendmflnt  standing  in  his  name  was  to 
reduce  the  fine  from  £10  to  £5,  which  ho 
submitted  was  quite  sufficient. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'ten*  and* insert  the  word  •  Qvo."'—(Mr. 
Bottomiey. ) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  'ten '  stand 
part  of  the  Clause,"  pat,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  BOTTOMLEY  said  that  after 
the  decision  just  arrived  at  he  would 
not  proceed  with  his  other  Amendments. 

Mk.  LUPTON  moved  an  Amend- 
ment with  a  view  to  omitting  the 
provision  that  in  the  case  of  a 
third  or  .sabsequent  ofience  or  in  the 
case  of  a  person  committing  the  offence 
of  having  a  betting  transaction  with  a 
petson  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
he  should  be  liable  to  imprisonment,  with 
or  without  hard  labour,  for  six  months, 
without  the  option  of  a  fine.  He  thought 
the  punishnaent  was  monstrous. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  to  leave  out  from  the 
vord '  poonda '  to  the  word  '  fine '  in  line  22. 
—(Mr.  LuptOH.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

clanse." 

Mb.  CHARLES  CRAIG  supported 
the  Amendment,  and  said  the  penalty 
was  an  extremely  heavy  one  for  a 
person  who  perhaps  only  bet  half-a- 
crown  three  times.  Such  a  provision 
was  unworthy  of  any  assembly  which 
called  itself  an  assembly  of  reasonable 
men. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WHiSON  (Worcestershire, 
N.),  tiiooght  this  was  a  very  serious 
question,  and  pointed  out  thAt  book- 
makers employed  men  and  paid  them 
well  to  bet  with  youths,  women,  and 
children.  If  the  penalty  waa  made 
severe  they  would  not  be  able  to  get 
men  to  do  this  dirty  work. 

Sm  E.  CARSON  said  his  hon.  friend 
who  moved  the  Amendment  seemed  to 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  im- 


prisonment only  followed  upon  a  third 
offence  having  been  committed.  There- 
fore a  person  convicted  must  have 
determined  to  defy  the  Ia<w.  The 
penalty  for  a  person  willing  to  enter  into 
Buoh  transactions  with  a  boy  of  sixteen 
was  not  one  whit  too  large. 

'Mb.  GLADSTONE  said  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  accept  the  Amendment, 
because  if  they  did  so  the  Bill  would 
become  useless. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mb.  BOTTOMLET  moved  the  omission 
of  Sub-section  2,  which  provided  that  any 
constable  might  take  into  custody  with- 
out warrant  any  person  found  committing 
an  offence  under  the  Act,  and  might  seize 
and  detain  any  article  liable  to  be  for- 
feited under  the  Act.  He  submitted 
that  in  view  of  the  fttct  that  the  telegraph 
and  telephone  offices  might  be  places 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  to  give  a 
policeman  liberty  to  loiter  round  those 
places  in  the  hope  of  making  an  arrest 
was  not  desirable.  He  asked  the  Govern- 
ment if  they  would  not  accept  his  Amend- 
ment or  find  words  to  limit  the  power  of 
arrest  to  oases  where  there  was  a  com- 
plaint. He  moved  to  omit  the  sub-section. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"To  leave  out  Sab-seotion  2".— («r. 
Bottomiey. ] 

*Mb.  GLADSTONE  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  The  custom  at 
present  was  to  arrest  without  warrant, 
and  in  this  case  it  seemed  to  be  necessary. 

Mb.  LUPTON  supported  the  Amend- 
ment. It  was,  he  said,  a  monstrous  thing 
that  if  two  men  happened  to  meet  in  the 
street  and  had  a  bet  a  constable  should 
come  up  and  run  them  in.  There  was 
something  more  important  even  than  pat- 
ting betting  down,  and  that  was  upholding 
justice.  This  was  a  prostitution  of  law 
and  justice.  Under  this  Bill  it  would 
be  legal  for  a  lord  or  a  rich  man  to 
make  a  bet  on  the  racecourse,  but  if  a 
poor  man  made  a  bet  in  the  street  he  was 
to  be  run  in.  Was  this  great  Liberal 
Government-  going  to  begin  its  work  by 
filling  the  gaols  of  this  country  with 
innocent  men ' 
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Mr.  J.  W,  WILSON  said  he  merely 
wished  to  confirm  what  he  had  said  on 
the  previous  evening,  that  powers  of  this 
kind  had  already  been  conferred  on  three 
towns. 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire,  Cli- 
theroe)  said  this  Bill  was  aimed  at  the 
professional  bookmaker,  who  was  far 
better  engaged  serving  his  time  in  prison 
than  in  demoralising  working  men.  In 
this  case  these  people  were  weU  known, 
and  to  give  a  man  a  chance  of  running 
away  every  time  a  policeman  saw  him 
was  absurd. 

Me.  BOTTOMLEY  said  it  was  not  only 
the  wicked  bookmaker  but  the  poor 
innocent  working-man  who  put  his  6d. 
on  who  was  liable  to  arrest. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  asked  whether  the  Bill 
was  designed  to  punish  the  bookmaker  ? 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  the  Bill  was 
designed  against  the  men  who  made  a 
profession  of  betting,  and  frequenting 
places  for  that  purpose.  They  were  the 
bookmakers. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lan- 
arkshire, N.W.)  asked  for  an  interpre- 
tation of  the  words  "  articles  relating  to 
betting."  He  pointed  out  that  those 
words  were  sufficiently  wide  to  com- 
prehend money  passed  to  the  bookmaker, 
which  he  was  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  intend.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  agreed  with  him  he  hoped 
he  would  consider  the  matter  and  make 
it  clear  before  the  Report  stage. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  agresd  that  there 
was  something  in  the  point  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  said  he  would  look  into 
it  very  carefully.  If  it  was  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  he  would  take  care  to 
alter  it  on  Report. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  asked  whether  the 
Bill  was  designed  to  punish  bookmakers 
plying  their  trade,  and  not  those  who 
nmde  occasional  bets. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  a  man  must 
be  frequenting  a  place  for  J  thejpurpose 
of^  betting. 


Mb.  LUPTON  said  that  Glaiue  2 
provided  that  if  a  man  made  a  bet  he 
was  to  be  run  in. 

Sm  E.  CARSON  said  he  did  not 
think  the  observations  of  the  Home 
Secretary  ought  to  go  unchalle«ged.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  that 
this  Act  was  only  to  apply  to  those  who 
were  known  as  bookmakers,  taking 
bets  in  the  street,  he  thought  he  was 
mistaken ;  any  person  foimd  in  the 
street  making  a  bet  could  be  punished 
under  this  Bill. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  all  he  did 
was  to  answer  a  specific  question  put  to 
him  as  to  whether  if  a  man  made  a  bet 
in  the  street  for  the  first  time  he  would 
be  sent  to  prison.  He  did  not  think 
any  magistrate  would  find  a  person  in  a 
case  like  that  guilty  of  loitering  or 
frequenting  public  places  for  the  pur- 
poses of  betting. 

Amendment  negatived. 

*.\(r.  watt  (Glasgow  College),  said 
that  he  was  under  the  impression  that 
a  recent  deputation  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  had  converted  him  to  their 
views  upon  this  point,  but  the  Gov- 
ernment had  not  adopted  their 
suggestion.  The  Bill  gave  power  to 
"  seize  and  detain,"  but  not  the  right 
of  search.  It  stood  to  sense  that  such 
articles  as  books,  carda  and  papen 
relating  to  betting  would  be  secreted 
about  the  person.  By  the  law  of  Scot- 
land the  police  officer  in  charge  of  the 
station  had  not  the  right  to  search,  and 
the  object  of  this  Amendment  was  to  give 
the  power  under  this  Bill.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  S,  after  '  and,'  to  insert '  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  police  station  to 
which  such  person  is  taken  may  caura  such 
person  to  be  searched  and.' " — (Mr.  Watt.) 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  accept  this  Amendment 
because  any  constable  at  the  present  time 
had  the  right  of  search,  and  why  should 
that  right  be  limited  to  the  officer  in 
charge  at  the  station)  His  hon.  and 
learned   friend   informed    him  that  the 
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Uw  in  Sootland  with  ngud  to  seuoh 
WM  the  same  as  in  England. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLET  moyed  to  leave 
oat  Snb-uotion  (3)  of  Clause  1.  A  person 
might  be  sent  to  prison  for  six  months 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Oonrt,  he  had 
made  a  bet  and  was  under  the  age  limit 
allowed  by  this  Bill.  This  sub-seotion 
threw  the  onus  upon  the  prisoner  of 
proving  his  own  innocence.  The  pro- 
ceedings under  this  Bill  might  be  either 
inaCk>urt  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  or  by 
indictment.  What  was  the  position  of 
a  bookmaker  who  was  charged  with 
betting  with  someone  under  the  age  of 
sixteen  and  who  honestly  believed  that 
the  person  he  was  betting  with  was  over 
that  age  T  Probably  some  short-sighted 
stipendiary  magistrate  would  take  a 
casual  glance  at  the  prisoner  and  say  that 
he  looked  under  the  age  of  sixteen. 
Probably  the  boy  would  be  sent  down 
to  the  Criminal  Court  and  possibly  they 
would  have  in  the  end  to  search  the 
register  at  Somerset  House.  [Cries  of 
"Oh."]  Hon.  Members  should  remem- 
ber that  they  were  dealing  with  a  Bill 
which  immediately  it  became  law  would 
be  construed  literally  according  to  the 
laws  of  evidenc  e.  If  they  gave  a  prisoner 
the  benefit  of  such  a  safeguard  as  that 
which  he  was  suggesting  no  man  could 
be  deprived  of  this  plea — that  he  had 
reason  to  believe  the  prisoner  was  above 
the  statutory  age.  He  hoped  they 
would  not  violate  every  fundamental 
pnnciple  of  justice  in  the  Law  Courts 
by  passing  this  sub-section. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In page 2, line  7,  to  Icare  oat  Sab-section 
(.%"— <^.  Bottomiey.) 

*Ms.  GLADSTONE  said  this  sub-section 
referred  to  the  lads  under  the  age  of 
sixteen,  with  whom  a  bookmaker  made 
bets.  There  were  precedents  for  this 
proposal.  Surely  if  there  was  any  doubt 
m  the  mind  of  the  Court  about  the  lad's 
age,  the^  would  take  precautions  to  call 
for  his  birth  certificate. 

Mr.  LUPTON  said  this  was  another 
case  of  making  a  prisoner  prove  his 
innocence  when  it  was  the  duty  of  the 


prosecution  to  prove  him  guilty.  A  more 
monstrous  proposition  he  had  seldom 
heard  placed  before  this  House. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  moved  to  leave 
out  Sub-section  (4  )  because  it  professed 
to  be  an  interpretation  clause,  and  this 
was  the  opportunity  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
introduce  his  proposal  to  amend  the  Act 
so  as  to  apply  to  telegraph  offices  and 
make  it  quite  clear  that  the  Act  was 
intended  to  apply  in  such  cases. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  10,  l«are  out  Sub-aeotion 
(4)." 

-»Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  this  sub- 
section was  intended  to  remove  any  doubt 
about  certain  places  which  it  might  be 
held  would  not  come  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act. 

'^Mk.  hicks  beach  said  that  some 
race  meetings  were  conducted  upon  open 
ground  to  which  the  public  had  free 
access.  What  the  Home  Secretary  said 
was  that  it  was  the  intention  of  this 
Bill  simply  to  prohibit  bookmakers 
frequenting  the  street  in  order  to  induce 
people  to  bet  on  things  which  they  did 
not  see.  If  there  was  any  doubt  about 
this  question  it  was  desirable  that  the 
Grovernment  should  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  including  some  proviso  to  ex- 
empt coursing  meetings. 

Amendment  negatived. 

^'  Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

*Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  moved  the  omis- 
sion of  the  word  "unenclosed."  If 
betting  was  an  evil  it  should  be  dealt  with 
as  a  whole  and  not  piece-meal,  and  if 
persons  who  possessed  much  of  this  world's 
goods  were  to  be  allowed  to  bet  because 
they  went  to  an  enclosed  ground  for 
access  to  which  they  paid  an  entrance  fee, 
then  they  were  tolerating  within  a  ringed 
fence  that  which  they  considered  an 
offence  if  it  was  done  in  a  club  or  in  a 
street.  They  must  deal  with  the  rich 
man  as  well  as  the  poor  m^n. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  14,  to  leave  oat  the  vord 
'  nnendoeed.' " 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

'  *Mb.  GLADSTONE  said  this 
word  was  extremely  necessary.  ^The 
definition  clause  was  subjected  to  the 
closest  scrutiny  by  eminent  legal  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  he  was 
very  much  afraid  that  if  any  alteration 
were  made  it  might  endanger  the  passage 
of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  already  thrown  over  the 
House  of  Lords  by  accepting  an  Amend- 
ment. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  him  no  answer.  If  betting  was 
an  evil  it  was  the  same  whether  carried 
on  by  rich  or  by  poor. 

Sir  E.  CABSON  said  he  did  not  see 
any  reason  why  the  word  "  unenclosed  " 
was  there.  In  the  case  of  a  football 
match  or  a  cricket  match  he  thought  the 
sport  was  often  spoiled  by  the  betting 
which  went  on.  What  difference  did  it 
make  whether  the  place  was  enclosed  or 
unenclosed  if  the  public  had  unrestricted 
access  ?  They  could  not  apply  this  Bill 
to  private  grounds,  because,  of  course, 
the  police  could  not  go  in. 

*Mb.  G  L  a  D  S  T  one  said  he 
would  consider  the  matter,  and  if  neces- 
sary propose  an  Amendment  at  a  later 
stage. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, and  then  tell  the  House  of  Lords 
that  it  came  from  the  Tory  Party  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAT  said  that  b  view 
of  the  promise  made  by  the  Home  Secre- 
tary he  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FORSTEB  (Kent,  Sevenoaks) 
moved    an    Amendment   to   make   the 
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Clause  apply  to  any  enclosed  grouid 
used  for  the  holding  of  any  atheltic 
sports  or  cycle  racing.  He  wished  to 
know  the  views  of  the  Home  Secretary 
on  this  matter.  He  beUeved  that  the 
National  Cyclists  Union  was  anzioos 
that  an  Amendment  of  this  kind  should 
be  inserted.  It  was  in  the  interest  of 
clean  and  healthy  sport  that  the  Amend- 
ment should  be  made. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, 
"  That  Clause  1,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  asked  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  whether  in  Ireland 
the  right  of  appeal  should  not  be  given 
in  the  case  of  sentences  of  under  one 
month's  imprisonment.  It  was  a  real 
hardship  that  a  police  magistrate  should 
be  able  to  pass  such  a  sentence  and  that 
the  accused  should  not  have  the  right  of 
appeaL  He  was  quite  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  this  Bill.  He  thought 
they  were  taking  a  proper  step,  but  he 
held  a  man  should  not  be  liable  to 
lose  his  liberty  for  a  month  without  having 
the  right  of  appeal.  There  was  the 
right  of  appeal  in  England  and  Scotland, 
and  he  thought  it  was  time  that  the 
whole  question  of  public  liberty  should 
be  put  on  the  same  footing  in  Ireland. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherbt,  Liverpool, 
Exchange)  said  the  matter  was  one 
worthy  of  consideration.  He  could  say 
for  hunself,  and  he  thought  he  could 
say  also  for  the  Home  Secretary,  that 
it  was  a  very  desirable  thing  that  there 
should  be  the  right  of  appeaL 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  3:— 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.)  said  he  was  not  quite 
sure  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  pro- 
cedure before  provided  for."  He  hoped 
that  some  exception  would  be  made,  and 
he  proposed  to  insert  words  so  that  the 
clause  should  read  :  "  Nothing  contained 
in  this  ^ct  shall,  save  as  hereinbefore 
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provided,  apply  to  any  racecourse."    He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  16,  after  tha  word  '  shall,' 
to  inrert  the  words  'lave  as  hereinbefore 
provided.'  "—{Mr.  Mitchell-Thomtim.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  vords 
be  there  inserted." 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  the  point 
would  be  considered  before  the  Beport 
stage. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  said  he 
wished  to  move  an  Amendment  to 
add  to  Clause  2  the  words  "  or  other 
quantity."  He  admitted  that  the  words 
were  somewhat  curious  in  their  present 
form,  but  if  they  were  going  to  exempt 
racecourses,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  there  were  racecourses  in  large 
numbers,  especially  in  the  north  of 
England  and  in  Scotland,  where  there 
were  other  than  horse  races.  He  referred 
to  dog  races.  He  maintained  that  a  di 
race  was  as  clean  as  any  horse  race,  ani 
if  exemption  was  desirable  in  one  case 
it  was  auo  desirable  in  other  cases.  There 
was  also  the  question  of  foot  racing  as 
well  as  cycling  racing. 

*Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  there  was 
no  exact  analogy  between  coursing  and 
horse  racing.  The  people  who  attended 
the  former  meetings  did  not  go  there  for 
the  purpose  of  betting  professionally,  and 
those  wno  went  to  enjoy  legitimate  sport 
should  not  come  under  the  operation  of 
the  Act.  He  undertook,  however,  to  look 
into  the  question. 

Mr,  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  he  pre- 
sumed that  most  people  regarded  the 
coursing  match  for  the  Waterloo  Cup  as 
an  ordinary  race  meeting,  but  the  question 
of  extending  this  Bill  to  all  coursing  meet- 
ings as  well  as  to  horse  race  meetings 
should  be  very  carefully  considered. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

8iB  E.  CARBON  moved  to  amend 
Clause  2  by  leaving  out  the  provision 
that  nothing  contained  in  the  Act 
should  aj^ly  to  ground  "  adjacent 
to"  a  racecourse  on  da^  upon  which 


races  took  place.    He  did  not  see  ^i» 
necessity  for  the  words. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  olanae  2,  lines  17  and  18,  to 
leave  out  the  words  'or  adjacent  thereto.'" — 
(Sir  E.  Canon). 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

*Mb.  GLADSTONE  said  that  there  were 
certain  j^arts  adjacent  to  a  racecourse 
which  might  not  come  within  the  legal 
defiixition  of  a  raoecouise.  Therefore  it 
was  necessary,  he  ihonght,  to  have  these 
words  in.  It  Was  the  first  time  that  his 
attention  had  been  drawn  to  this  matter, 
however,  and  he  would  consider  it. 

LoBD  BALCARRES  said  these  were 
rather  important  words,  and,  like  many 
other  expressions  in  the  Bill,  would  require 
legal  defiixition.  Did  "adjacent  thereto" 
mean  fifty  or  100  yards  or  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  1  That  would  have  to  be  settled 
by  a  Court  of  law.  The  provioion  meant 
that  on  Monday  when  races  were  being 
held  you  could  bet  at  a  particular  place 
or  upon  a  particular  road,  but  on  Tuesday 
when  races  were  not  being  held  you 
would  get  six  months  for  doing  so.  He 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  there 
should  be  some  machinery  established 
for  determining  this  question  in  advance, 
and  he  hoped  before  the  Report  stage 
the  Home  Secretary  would  consider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  that  the 
Liberal  Party  were  playing  into  the 
hands  of  their  opponents,  because  they 
were  endeavouring  to  put  down  betting 
in  every  part  of  the  country  except  those 
which  were  resorted  to  by  the  aristocracy. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  hon. 
Member  was  making  remarks  which 
should  be  made  on  the  clause  rather 
than  on  the  present  Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  in  that  case 
he  should  have  to  make  a  second  speech. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  asked  whether 
the  words  ''  adjacent  thereto  "  might  not 
be  held  to  include  the  betting  ring. 
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♦Me.  GLADSTONE  :  No ;  that  is  not 
a  public  place. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Report  made,  and- Question  proposed 
"  That    Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  the 
Government  proposed  to  put  down  the 
miserable  people  who  betted  sixpence 
while  they  allowed  peers  and  monarchs 
to  bet  in  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  pounds.  And  this  was  said  to  be 
the  Party  of  the  democracy.  This  Bill 
and  this  clause,  moreover,  came  from 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  no  doubt  the 
Government  case  was  that  they  must 
take  the  most  they  could  from  that 
House.  He  thought,  however,  that 
the  best  thing  to  do  was  to  take  this 
clause  out  and  send  the  Bill  back  to  the 
House  of  Lords  and  leave  upon  them  the 
responsibility  of  restoring  it. 

*Me.  GLADSTONE  said  he  had  already 
pointed  out  that  if  they  omitted  this 
clause  it  would  strike  at  the  poor  man 
and  would  not  afiect  the  rich,  because 
the  betting  ring  was  protected  inasmuch 
it  was  not  a  public  place.  Therefore  the 
rich  people  could  bet  there  but  the  poor 
man  could  not  bet  even  upon  a  race- 
course when  races  were  being  run.  This 
was  the  result  of  the  Kempton  Park 
case. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  mistaken  about  the 
Kempton  Park  case,  which  only  applied 
to  a  house,  office,  or  place,  and  not  to  a 
racecourse.  The  decision  was  under  the 
Betting  House  Act,  which  dealt  with 
betting  houses.  He  was  as  anxious  as 
anybody  to  put  down  this  nefarious  sys- 
tem of  betting,  and  if  the  Government  was 
honest  in  the  matter  they  would  put  it 
down  in  the  post  offices.  They  had  now 
left  themselves  open  to  the  taunt  that  they 
put  down  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry,  and 
allowed  to  go  frea  the  peers  and  other 
persons  and  rich  people,  who  were  the 
tempters  in  this  matter,  who  spent 
their  tens  of  thousands  in  so-called  sport 
and  tempted  the  working  men.  They  gave 
the  little  men  six  months  while  they 


allowed  (he  protectors  of  this  vice 
to  go  free.  It  was  the  Liberal  Party 
who  were  making  themselves  this  rod 
to  be  laid  on  their  own  backs  by  the 
Conservative  Party. 

*Me.  GLADSTONE  said  he  would  no* 
put  himself  in  competition  with  th 
hon.  and  learned  Member  on  a  question 
of  law,  but  he  was  advised  that  the  law 
was  perfectly  distinct  on  this  point, 
and  t^at  it  was  against  the  view  taken 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 

SiE  E.CARSON:  What  view? 

*Me.  GLADSTONE  said  if  this  clause 
were  struck  out  the  betting  rings  on  the 
racecourse  would  be  perfectly  immnne. 
The  words  of  Clause  1  were  "  unrestricted 
access."  These  people  had  not  unre- 
stricted access  to  the  betting  rings. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :   Epsom  Downs. 

*Me.  GLADSTONE:  That  was  his 
whole  point.  People  did  not  wander 
up  Epsom  Downs  making  casual  bets. 
But  the  class  of  society  using  the 
betting  rings  did  not.  If  this  clause 
was  struck  out  the  betting  rings 
would  still  be  immune,  and  they  would 
not  strike  at  the  betting  tendency  of  the 
wealthy  by  taking  out  the  clause.  All 
the  criticism  of  this  Bill  had  been  that 
it  was  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  poor  and 
not  striking  at  the  rich,  and  it  had  been 
argued  on  that  basis.  If  the  rich  man 
frequented  a  street  for  the  purpose 
of  betting,  or  if  he  betted  with  a  book- 
maker in  the  street,  he  would  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  But 
they  were  now  talking  of  omitting  this 
clause,  and  he  was  pointing  out  that  if  it 
was  omitted  the  omission  would  not  effect 
the  purpose  they  all  desired  to  secure. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  if  this 
Bill  raised  the  whole  question  they  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  assenting  to  the 
clause,  because  they  would  rather  hare 
the  Bill  with  the  clause  than  lose  it 
altogether ;  nevcrtheleBs,  many  Members 
had  had  great  difficulty  in  supporting 
this  exceptional  legislation.  If  they 
could  legislate  against  betting  at  street 
corners   why   could   they   not   legislate 
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against  betting  on  racecouisea?  He 
had  a  distinct  objection  to  saying  even 
by  implication  that  a  thing  was  right 
on  a  lacecourae  bat  wrong  in  the  streets. 

*1Ib.    GLADSTONE    said    he  would 
leave  the  matter  to  the  House. 


Mb.  SHACKLETON  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  point  they  were  missing 
was  tikat  the  avowed  object  was  to  get 
rid  of  ihe  professional  bookmaker  who 
took  money  from  the  State  and  gave 
nothing  to  the  State  back  again. 
Taking  the  ight  hon.  Gentleman's 
own  version,  a  bookmaker  might  be 
in  the  street  on  Monday  taking  bets 
and  he  would  be  liable  under  this  Act, 
but  on  Tuesday  he  might  go  on  the 
racecourse  where  he  would  be  absolute- 
ly free  to  bet.  He  did  not  see  why 
tiiey  should  prevent  betting  in  the 
streets  and  legalise  it  on  the  racecourse. 
He  thought  the  Home  Secretary  had 
taken  a  vrise  course  by  leaving  the 
question  to  the  House. 

*Mb.  H.  H.  harks  said  there  was  one 
pcHut  in  connection  with  this  clause  to 
which  he  desired  to  allude.  The  object 
of  the  clause  was  not  so  much  a  question 
of  the  protection  of  the  rich;  it  was 
intended  to  protect  the  poor,  and  more 
particularly  the  class  of  men  who  were 
induced  to  bet  Is.  or  6d.  in  the  street  on 
a  race  which  they  did  not  go  to  see  and 
about  which  they  knew  nothing  at  all. 
If  this  clause  was  allowed  to  stand,  and 
if  an  exception  was  made  in  favour  of 
the  racecourse,  the  Committee  should 
bear  in  mind  what  that  meant.  If 
they  were  serious  in  their  desire  to  stop 
the  working  classes  being  induced  to  bet, 
sorely  the  most  effective  way  was  to 
stop  betting  altogether,  and  they  could 
do  it  by  eliminating  this  clause.  It  was 
vithin  the  knowledge  of  everybody  who 
knew  anything  of  the  subject  that  the 
prices  wltich  were  the  basis  of  the  bets 
made  by  the  working  classes  were  what 
were  known  as  starting  prices,  and  that 
meant  the  prices  which  prevailed  at  the 
time  the  horses  started.  If  there  was 
no  betting  on  the  racecourses  there 
would  be  no  starting  prices  and  then 
there  could  be  no  street  betting.     If  they 


left  out  this  sub-clause  they  would  stop 
betting  at  its  very  foundation. 

Mr.  CLOUOH  said  he  should  vote 
against  this  clause,  because  it  was  class 
legislation  of  the  worst  type.  The 
House  of  Lords  seek  to  take  the  mote 
out  of  the  eye  of  the  working  class,  whilst 
they  keep  the  beam  in  the  eye  of  their 
own  class  by  carefully  preserving  the 
race-courses  for  their  indulgence.  To 
reject  this  clause  at  this  stage  does  not 
necessitate  losing  the  Bill,  because  the 
House  of  Lords  frequently  reject  clauses 
which  are  sent  up  to  them  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  we  are  perfectly  within 
our  right  by  now  rejecting  a  clause  in  a 
Bill  which  has  come  from  them  to  us. 


Sib  E.  OABSON  said  he  did  not  think 
they  ought  to  assume  that  the  House  of 
Lords  would  ^at  Tall  insist  upon  this 
clause.  It  was  pliun  that  the  Bill  was 
drawn  to  put  down  street  betting,  but  if 
there  was  a  general  erpression  of  opinion 
that  the  Bill  ought  to  be  made  wider  in 
its  scope  he  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to 
assume  that  the  House  of  Lords  would 
not  adopt  the  measure  in  its  wider  form. 

Mb.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  that  any* 
thing  more  ridiculous  for  the  House  to  do 
than  to  strike  out  this  clause  he  had 
never  heard.  The  Bill  was  intended  to 
deal  with  street  betting,  and  this  kind  of 
betting  was^  as  different  from  betting 
on  the  racecourse  as  black  was 
from  white.  It  was  now  proposed  to 
extend  the  Bill  in  a  way  that  was  never 
intended,  and  to  place  the  onus  on  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  measure  dealt 
with  an  admitted  evil,  and  to  say  that 
they  should  include  betting  of  all  sorts 
would  be  a  very  injudicious  course  to 
pursue.  He  suggested  that  the  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  as  it  was  * 
because  it  struck  at  a  very  serious  evil. 
Nobody  had  made  a  case  beyond  a 
sentimental  one  for  the  proposition 
which  had  been  made.  H  this  Bill 
passed  there  would  be  no  street  betting, 
and  when  street  betting  disappeared 
hon.  Members  would  have  carried  out 
what  they  intended  by  this  Act. 

Lord  BALGARRES  said  he  gathered 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  was 
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against  tliis  clause.  He  did  not  take 
that  view,  and  he  rose  to  ask  the  Home 
Seoretaiy  if  this  claose  was  thiown  out 
to  postpone  the  Report  stage. 
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Thx  chairman  :  I  think  a  question 
of  that  kind  should  be  brought  on  later. 

LoBD  BALCARRES  said  that  if  they  left 
out  Clause  2  they  would  make  it  a  fresh 
Bill  altogether.  The  most  sanguine  sup- 
porter of  the  Bill  could  not  claim  any 
mandate  to  suppress  betting  altogether 
in  Great  Britain.  Therefore  they  ought 
to  pause  before  they  dropped  this  sub- 
section. If  they  stopped  betting  in  the 
street  they  should  also  stop  betting  by 
telegraph,  and  that  alone  would  cost  the 
country  £250,000  a  year.  If  they  made 
betting  illegal  it  did  not  follow  that  they 
would  stop  betting.  He  hoped  the 
Home  Secretary  would  at  least  consent, 
in  view  of  the  enormous  change  which 
would  be  made  by  this  proposal  in  the 
whole  scope  of  the  Bill,  to  postpone  this 
question  until  the  Report  stage. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  said  that  upon 
street  betting  the  opinion  of  the  country 
was  ripe  for  legislation,  but  not  one  hon. 
Member  had  advocated  at  the  election 
the  putting  down  of  race  meetings. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  said  that  as  one 
who  did  go  to  race  meetings 'he  wished  to 
point  out  that  there  were  two  kinds  of 
racecourses,  those  which  were  known  as 
enclosed  and  those  which  were  open. 
If  this  clause  were  omitted  it  would  still 
be  possible  for  anybody  who  went  to 
Kempton  Park  races  to  be'  entirely 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  whereas  at 
Epsom,  on  Derby  Day,  the  Bill  would  not 
n  prevent  the  working  man  indulging  in  a 
Uttle  betting.  He  hoped  the  operation 
of  this  Act  would  be  confined  to  street 
betting. 

Mr.  CROSSLEY  (Cheshire,  Altrincham) 
said  he  was  anxious  that  street  betting 
should  be  put  down.  All  eilaployers  of 
labour  must  know  what  a  nuisance  this 
street  betting  was.  Not  long  ago  a  poor 
widow  told  him  that  a  bookmaker  was 
hanging  about  his  works,  inducing  boys 
to   bet.    He   would  prefer   to  carry   a 

Lord  Bakarres. 


measure  suppressing  street  betting  rather 
than  risk  the  chance  of  dealing  with  this 
question  altogether  by  accepting  the 
proposal  before  the  House. 


The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Thojias 
Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs)  said  he  was  very 
anxious  that  this  Bill  should  pan 
into  law  this  session,  and  if  possible 
this  month.  The  proposal  had  been 
made  that  this  clause  should  be  omitted. 
He  should  deplore  that  extremely. 
There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  if  that 
course  were  taken  this  Bill  would  not  see 
the  Statute-book  until  October,  and  that 
would  be  a  great  calamity.  The  urgency 
for  this  Bill  was  great.  They  were 
legislating  not  for  the  whole  of  the  betting 
evil  in  the  country — ^he  wished  they  were 
— but  for  betting  in  its  most  acute  and 
urgent  form. 

*Mr.  DICKINSON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) 

said  this  clause  placed  on  the  Statute- 
book  words  which  recognised  race- 
courses as  places  suitable  for  betting. 
That  made  him  and  some  others  hesitate 
about  giving  it  support.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  force  them  into 
the  position  of  recognising  bettin^g  upon 
race-courses  in  that  way. 


Me.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  (Dur- 
ham, Barnard  Castle)  said  that  every 
night  in  order  to  expedite  legislation  in 
these  late  discussions  they  were  asked 
to  water  down  measures  containing 
important  principles  which  some  of  them 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  advocating 
in  the  country.  He  thought  they  would 
do  better  to  delay  for  a  few  months,  or 
till  another  session,  legislation  on  some 
of  these  great  questions,  in  order  to  get 
something  that  would  effectively  deal 
with  the  evils.  What  he  and  those 
associated  with  him  had  to  guard  against 
was  the  creation  of  a  suspicion  that  they 
were  seeking  in  this  case  to  put  down 
an  evil  by  which  the  working  classes 
were  very  much  touched,  while  permit- 
ting the  evil  to  exist  so  far  as  their  so- 
called  social  superiors  were  concerned. 
They  had  been  told  repeatedly  by  the 
Home  Secretary  that  the  object  of  the 
measure  was  to  get  at  the  professional 
bookmaker.      Did  they  only  want  to  get 
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kt  the  profesaional  bookmaker  in  the 
publio  thoTOugUare  on  Monday,  and 
leave  him  absolutely  fiee  to  go  to  the 
racecourse  on  Tuesday  ?  If  betting 
was  wrong  in  the  one  case,  he  did  not 
think  this  House  should  give  its  approval 
1 0  betting  in  the  other.  They  must  guard 
against  the  is^ression  that  they  were 
guilty  in  this  House  of  promoting  class 
iegisiation.  The  front  Iwiisterial  Bench 
was  divided  on  this  question.  [An  HoM. 
Mekbeb  :  No.]  He  said  "  Yes."  The 
Home  Secretary  left  this  question  open 
to  the  House,  and  the  Lord  Advocate 
solemnly  appealed  to  them  to  take  a 
particular  course. 

Mb.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  he  did  not 
presume  to  interfere  with  what  was  said 
bv  his  right  hon.  friend,  but  the  interests 
of  the  Bill  were  to  him  very  sacred.  He 
had  pointed  out  what  might  happen  if 
this  Amendment  were  carried,  and  he  was 
within  his  rights  in  doing  that. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  HENDBRSON  said  he 
was  not  disputing  the  rights  of  the  Lord 
Advocate. 

•Mb.  HERBERT  GLADSTONE :  That 
is  not  in  the  least  inconsistent. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  said  he 
had  not  stated  that  it  was  inconsistent. 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  said  he  was 
prepared  to  leave  the  question  open, 
and  then  the  Lord  Advoi»te  made  an 
earnest  appeal  to  the  Committee  to  leave 
the  clause  in  the  Bill.  He  thought  he 
was  right  in  saying  that  there  was  a 
division  of  opinion  on  the  front  bench. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  would  reject 
the  clanse. 

Mb.  A.  E.  W.  MASON  (Coventry)  said 
that,  although  he  had  every  sympathy 
with  the  object  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Barnard  Castle,  he  did  not  think  the 
leaving  out  of  the  sub-section  would  have 
the  efiect  he  supposed,  for  it  would  still 
be  limited  by  the  definition  of  "  public 
place"  as  including  "any  public  park, 
garden,  or  sea  beach,  and  any  imenclosed 
^und  to  which  the  public  for  the 
time  being  have  unrestricted  access." 
So  far  as  he  knew  there  were  only  two 


racecourses  in  England  to  which  the 
publio  had  unrestricted  access.  To  his 
mind  the  question  opened  up  was  too 
wide  to  be  settled  at  that  hour  of  the 
morning. 

♦Mr.  BERTRAM  (Hertfordshire, 
Hitchin)  said  he  entirely  sympathised 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  saying  that 
the  Party  to  which  he  belonged  would  be 
made  thoroughly  unpopular  in  the  country 
by  this  kind  of  legislation.  He  recognised 
that  there  was  a  difference  between  a  man 
making  a  bet  on  an  event  which  he  saw, 
and  making  a  bet  at  a  street  comer  on 
an  event  which  he  could  not  see.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Barnard  Castle  talked 
about  watering  down  the  measure ;  but 
the  omission  of  the  Clause  would  vastly 
enlarge  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  which  was 
only  meant  to  put  down  betting  at  street 
comers ;  and  it  would  be  very  unwise  to 
risk  the  Bill  by  insisting  on  Amendments 
which  would  be  refused  in  another  place, 
and  which  would  have  a  far  greater  effect 
than  this  Bill  was  ever  intended  to  have. 
He  should  vote  for  the  retention  of  the 
Clause. 

*Mr.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.)  said  that  the 
Bill  was  directed  against  bookmakers  who 
made  bets  at  street  comers  with  poor 
peojde ;  and  if  the  clause  under  discussion 
was  omitted  it  would  not  be  legislating 
in  the  interests  of  the  poor.  They  were 
dealing  with  the  case  where  the  book- 
maker came  to  the  people,  and  not 
where,  as  on  Epsom  Downs,  the  people 
went  to  the  bookmaker. 

Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester) asked  whether  the  clause  gave 
additional  sanction  to  betting  on  race- 
courses. If  it  did  strengthen  the  right 
to  bet  on  racecourses  he  would  vote 
against  it. 

Viscount  MORPETH  said  that  an  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  Ministerial  side  was 
afraid  that  the  popularity  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  weakened  if  any  attempt 
at  legislation  were  made  without  a 
mandate  from  the  country.  If  he  thought 
this  clause  would  make  the  Government 
unpopular  it  would  be  an  inducement  to 
some  hon.  Members  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House  to  vote  for  it.  Almost 
every  Member  who  had  supported  the 
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Bill  had  declared  again  and  again  that  this 
was  a  class  measure  and  was  intended  to 
prevent  a  poor  man  patting  a  shilling  on 
a  horse  on  a  race,  but  would  not  prevent 
the  wealthy  man  from  betting  his  £50  or 
£100.  The  first  thing  this  democratic 
(Government  did  ^as,  instead  of  protecting 
the  mill  hand  and  other  members  of  the 
working  class,  to  introduce  a  piece  of 
class  legislation. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  (Nottingham,  8.) 
bore  testimony  to  the  mischief  which 
the  street  betting  carried  on  by  the  book- 
maker with  men,  women,  and  children 
wrought,  and  said  that  although  it  might 
make  him  unpopular  with  some  of  his 
constituents  for  a  time,  as  the  result  of  a 
choice  of  evils  he  intended  to  vote  for  this 
clause.  He  would  leave  the  question  to 
the  common  sense  of  the  working  men 
later  on. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  was  an 
extraordinary  fact  that  this  Bill  was 
brought  forward  to  defend  a  child  from 


betting  anywhere  except  on  a  racecourse. 
Formerly  there  was  a  right  of  sanctaarj 
in  this  country,  but  it  was  confined  to 
cathedrals,  but  now  the  right  of  sanctuary 
was  only  to  be  found  upon  a  gambling 
ground.  It  was  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  unpopular  if  the  Bill  were 
passed,  but  at  all  events  it  could  not  be 
accused  of  not  having  the  courage  of  it« 
convictions,  although  it  might  be  con- 
sidered hypocritical,  as  this  was  the  first 
time  that  it  had  been  laid  down  that  a 
racecourse  was  a  sacred  place. 

Ma.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northum- 
berland, Tyneside)  said  it  was  idle  to 
legislate  in  advance  of  public  opinion, 
and  if  they  tried  to  put  down  betting 
on  a  racecourse  the  Act  would  be  a  dead 
letter. 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


The   Committee   divided  : — Ayes,  77 
Noes  69.    (Division  List    No.  299.) 


Acland,  Fraacis  Dyke 

Allen,A.  Acland  (Christchuroh 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barran,  BowUnd  Hirst 

Beach,  Hn.MiohaelHughHiok8 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Benn,  W.(T'w'rHamlet8,S.Geo. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  AUred 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 

Bryce,  J.  A.  (InvemessBurghs) 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomloy 

Corbett,CH.(Sussex,E:.arillBt'd 

Craig,CharIe8Curtis(Antrim,S. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


AYES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Oibfaa,  0.  A.  (Bristol.  Wert) 

01ad8tone,Rt.  HnHerbertJohn 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayd«i,  John  Patrick 

IllingM'orth,  Percy  H. 

JonoK,William(Garnarvon«hire) 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

liBvy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

MaoVeigh,Charle8(Donegal,B. 

M'Kenna,  Ro^nald 

Marks,G.Croydon(Launce8ton 

.Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

NiohoUs,  George 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Philipps,Col.  Ivor(S'thampton 


Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Kee8,J.  D. 
Kendall,  Athelstan 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberta,  Charles  H.  (Lincolb) 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rnneiman,  Walter 
Schwann,  0.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Shav.Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawiok,  B. 
'Shipman,  Dr.  John  0. 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Ho-i.  John 
Stanley,Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesk) 
Sirans,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Snnderland) 
Thomp8on,J.W.H.(8omer»et,B. 

Ure,  Alexander 
Ward.W.  Uudley(South»mpt'n 
Watt,  H.  Anderson 
Wilkic,  Alexander 
WUaon.Henry  J.  (York,W.B.) 
Winfrey,  R. 

TiLLBBS   FOR   TH«   AtBS— Mr. 

J.  W.  Wilson  and  Mr.  John 
Robertson. 


NOEa 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isk  of  Wight)  I  Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Barnard,  E.  B.  Brooke,  Stopford 

Blaok.ATthnrW.(Bedf<»daliire)  |  Brunner,  J.F.L.(Lanos.,Leigh) 


Viteoumi  Morpdh. 


Bylae,  William  Pollard 
Channiiu[,  Francis  AUston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1169 


Street 


Otonj^W. 

a>llins^WiiuJ.(8.P«uicras,W. 

Oomwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Coiy,  CliSbrd  John 

Cnif,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

OnUtn&a,  ■!■ 

Dickinaon,  W.H.(St.Fancra8,N 

Dobaon,  Thomas  W. 

Emez,  B.  W. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Fenwiok,  Charie* 

Ffrencb,  Peter 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glorer,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Fend 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough). 

Bay,  Hon.  Clande  George 

Hazleton.  Richard 

Heal7,  IHrnothy  Michael 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Jenkins,  J. 
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Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lever,  A.  Levy(Ks»ex,  Harwich 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

MacVeagh,Jeremiah  (Down,  H. ) 

M'KiUop,  W. 

Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 

Hond,  A. 

Montaga,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morpeth,  Tisoonnt 

Mnrphy.  John 

Noltm,  Joseph 

O'Brien.  K.  CRpperary  Mid) 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

Paul,  Herbert 

Pearoe,  Robert  (BUlSb.  Leek) 

Price,  C  E.  (Edmb'gh,  Central) 

Kiekett,  J.  Compton 

Russell,  T.W. 
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Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Soott,A.H(Ashton-nnder-Lyne 
Seel7,MajorJ.B. 
ShaoUeton,  David  Jamea 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  8.) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Sntberland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dnrham) 
T«mant,Sir  Edward(Salisb^) 
Thomson,  W.MitcheU-lLaoark 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Waterlow,  D.  8. 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Patrick  (Meatb.North) 
WhiteIey,George  ( York.W.  R. ) 

Tklubs  fob  teb  Noia — Mr. 
Arthur  Henderson  and  Mr. 
Kamsay  MaodoniUd. 


Mb.  LUPTON  moved  to  report  pro- 


Thb  DEPUTY-CHAIBBIAN  said  the 
rule  was  suspended  in  order  to  get 
through  business. 

Clause    3:— 


Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  Scotland 
was  very  much  interested  in  this  matter 
of  street  betting.  In  Scotland  there 
was  a  system  of  houses — of  flat  tene- 
ments approached  by  a  passage  or  a 
eommon  stair.  The  passage  and  com- 
mon stair  had  been  found  to  be  a  very 
convenient  situation  for  bookmakers 
to  take  up  a  position  in.  They  stood 
in  one  of  these  passages  during  the 
dinner  hour  when  the  working  men 
were  coming  home  to  their  meal,  and 
there  was  an  instance  where  a  book- 
maker induced  in  thirty  minutes  fifteen 
men  to  make  bets  with  him.  In  1903 
tiiere  was  a  decision  in  Scotland  which 
held  that  a  passage  or  common  stair 
was  not  a  place  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act.  He  begged  to  move  ^an 
Amendment  to  deal  with  this  point. 

Amendment   proposed — 

"In page  2,  line  20,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'ud  "pasMge"  includes  common  doee  or 
eommon  stair  or  passage  leadinjj  thereto ;  and, 
in  the  event  of  an  offender  fiuling  to  make 
pajment  of  a  fine  imposed  under  Section  1,  (1 ), 
<a)  or  (h)  of  this  Act,  he  shall  be  liable  to 

VOL  CLXII.    [Fourth  Sbrus.] 


imprisonment  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts.'"— (Jfr. 
Thomcu  Shaw.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added. ' 


Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  entirely 
agreed  with  what  had  been  said  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  All  he  deaired 
to  know  was  whether  imder  the  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  Act  in  England  im- 
prisonment was  contemplated,  because 
if  so  he  thought  Scotland  should  be 
placed  on  an  equality  in  that  regard. 

Mb.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  he  beUeved 
that  was  so. 


Question  proposed,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  he  hoped 
the  Committee  woiild  permit  him  to  add 
the  following  words,  which  he  thought 
were  necessary — 

"  Any  oiTenoe  under  this  Act  may  be  tried 
before  the  Sheriff  Conrt.  " 

Amendment  agreed  to« 

Clause  3  amended,  and  agreed  to; 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments;  as 
amended,  to  be  considered  To-monow. 

2  Q 
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CENSUS  OF  PRODUCTION  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Proposition  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Lord  BALCARRE8  thought  that 
Parliament  ought  to  settle  generally 
within  certain  limit;  how  often  this 
census  should  take  place.  What  he 
wished  to  refer  to  more  particularly 
were  the  last  words  of  Clause  3  imder 
which  forms  had  to  be  prepared  to  give 
particulars  with  respect  to  production. 
The  words  of  the  clause  were  very  wide 
indeed,  and  people  did  not  like  to  give  to 
Government  Departments  the  whole  par- 
ticulars in  a  great  many  industrial 
occupations.  He  was  aware  that  it 
was  done  in  agriculture,  but  that  was  a 
very  open  industry  and  it  differed  en- 
tirely from  the  secret  processes  of 
manufacture  which  came  under  this 
Bill.  There  was  the  Wireless  Telegraphy 
Act  which  he  would  give  as  an  instance. 
Under  that  Act  nobody  might  practice 
wireless  telegraphy  without  a  licence 
from  the  Postmaster-General.  The  re- 
sult of  that  was  that  people  preferred  to 
run  the  risk  of  the  penalities  in  some 
instances  rather  than  allow  the  officials 
of  a  Public  Department  to  know  the 
secrets  of  their  business.  In  this  case 
there  were  certain  applications  of  what 
were  known  as  chemical  physics  which 
were  extremely  precious  and  which  it 
was  quite  unnecessary  that  a  Grovem- 
ment  Department  should  investigate.  If 
the  compiling  of  these  returns  was  carried 
oat  in  any  hostile  or  inquisitorial  spirit 
the  value  of  them  would  be  absolutely 
nil.  As  the  object  of  this  Bill  was  purely 
statistical  the  measure  ought  not  to  be 
put  in  this  general  form.  It  was  like 
the  ordinary  Board,  of  Trade  Return,  but 
it  was  placed  in  a  more  extended  form  and 
in  carrying  it  out  he  trusted  the  President 


of  the  Board  of  Trade  would  not  keep  it 
in  such  a  vague  and  extended  form 
because  that  might  defeat  the  object  he 
had  in  view.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  about  this  Bill  in  industries  which 
were  now  in  their  infancy.  There  was  one 
particular  company  which  was  doing  much 
useful  work  in  the  development  of  wireless 
telegraphy,  and  he  was  sure  they  would 
suffer  all  the  penalites  rather  than  make 
returns  about  their  business.  He  would 
suggest  that  the  Bill  should  be  refened 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

Me.  STUART  said  he  hardly  needed 
to  say  anything  but  ditto  to  what  the 
noble  Lord  had  said.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  obtain  statistical  information 
as  to  the  course  of  trade  apart  from 
exports  and  imports.  There  were  many 
details  that  did  not  come  under  the 
statistics  required.  He  desired  to  second 
the  appeal  which  had  been  made  by  the 
noble  Lord  that  this  Bill  before  it  became 
law  should  go  before  a  Select  Committee. 
He  thought  that  would  calm  the  feais 
which  some  of  them  felt  and  he  hoped 
that  course  would  be  taken  by  the 
Government. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  regarded  this 
Bill  as  a  great  invasion  of  public  liber^. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  it  and  no 
case  had  been  made  out  for  it,  and  it 
was  a  deplorable  thing  that  such  a  Bill 
should  come  on  during  the  dying  houis 
of  the  session.  He  regretted  that  this 
Bill  should  have  been  moved  without  a 
word  of  explanation  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  or  any  indication  of  the  nature 
of  Its  provisions  showed  the  extra- 
ordinary state  of  things  which  the  House 
of  Commons  could  come  to  daring  the 
hot  weather  of  the  month  of  August. 
Supposing  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
had   been   President   of  the   Board  of 
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Trade  and  by  a  measure  of  this  sort  he 
had  got  into  his  hands  the  possibility 
of  prying  into  the  secrets  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  men  of  Birmingham. 
What  would  have  been  said  about  it  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  ?  Where  was 
the  necessity  for  this  and  where  was  the 
demand  for  it  ?  They  were  simply 
sacrificing  their  liberty  to  a  gang  of 
ckricB  in  Downing  Street.  Every  plum- 
ber or  every  man  who  was  employed 
upon  a  building  job  would  be  expected, 
under  this  Bill,  to  spend  hours  making 
a  public  return  or  run  the  risk  of  being 
fined  £10.  Who  wanted  this  return  1 
They  were  told  that  manufacturers  were 
flourishing  and  that  free  trade  was 
triumphant  all  over  the  land.  This  was 
an  extraordinary  illustration  of  the  use 
the  Crovemment  were  making  of  their 
power  to  compel  every  man  to  make 
a  return  of  his  business.  This  Bill  lent 
itself  to  oppression  of  every  kind.  The 
Government  if  they  could  save  a  single 
farthing  on  any  orders  would  send  their 
orders  to  Qermany  instead  of  to  Ireland  . 
would  the  (3ovemment  send  an  inspector 
to  Ireland  }»  ascertain  why  Irish  in- 
dustries  were  languishing  ? 

Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd-Geokoe,  Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  assured  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  it  was  not  the  case  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  defend  the  measure. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
not  correct  in  saying  that  there  was  no 
demand  for  the  Bill.  The  Chambers  oi 
Commerce  had  passed  a  unanimous 
resolution  in  favour  of  an  inquiry  of  this 
character.  When  the  Bill  was  first 
introduced  -there  was  no  voice  raised 
against  it,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  got  up 
and  supported  it,  expressing  the  hope  that 


it  would  be  passed    tUs   session.     His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  rather  exag- 
gerated the  dangers  of  the  Bill ;    he  said 
this  was  an  experiment  which  had  not 
been  tried  anywhere  before.  As  a  matter  of 
(act  this  was  a  system  which  had  been  in 
operation  in  the  United  States  for  fifty 
years.     It  had  been  exceedingly  succes- 
Cul  there.    In  Australia  a  similar  Bill 
had  been  passed.    He  thought  it  would 
be  desirable  before  the  Bill    passed    the 
House  of  Commons  that  the  rules  to  be 
prescribed  should  be  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  so  that  anyone  would  have 
the  opportunity  of  scrutinising  them  and 
moving  the  excision  of  .any  particular  part 
of  them.    He  had  received  a  deputation 
of  traders  who  expressed  the  wish  that  the 
clause  should  be  modified,  and  he  was 
able    to    remove    their    apprehensions. 
What  he  proposed  to  do  was,  under  the 
general    powers    taken    in   the  Bill,   to 
set  up  a  Committee  representing  trades 
and  indus&ies  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
these  forms.    He  thought  that  would  be 
much  better  than  the  appointment  of 
a    Select   Committee   of   the   House   of 
Commons.    The  Committee  would  take 
into  account  all  the  points    raised    by 
the    hoiL     Members    who     had   taken 
part    in    this   discussion.       The    noble 
Lord  had  expressed  anxiety  lest   secret 
processes  should  be  divulged.    He  could 
not  imagine  that  any  Committee  of  that 
character    would    frame    regulations   in 
such  a  way  as  to  invite  traders  to  divulge 
their    secret    processes  to  any  Govern- 
ment Department.     What  they  wanted 
to  know  was  the  aggregate  of  the  home 
trade.    They  knew  the  export  trade  in  the 
details    divulged   to   the   Custonu.    At 
present  their  information  with  regard  to 
home  trade  was  more  or  less  a  matter  oi 
conjecture.    While  one  man  would  say 
that  it  was  £800,000,000,  another  would 
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they  wanted  'was  to  ascertain  the  { 
actual  facts  in  regard  to  our  industries ' 
from  decade  to  decade.  Hon.  Members ' 
might  rest  assured  that  there  was  no ' 
desire  to  have  an  inquisition  of  any  sort ; 
into  the  trade  of  any  man.  , 

Lord  BALCABBES  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  would  consider  the 
propriety  of  making  the  Committee  statu- 
tory. 


Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 


PUBUC  WORKS  LOANS  (REPAYMENT) 
Resolution  reported : 


"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
extension  of  time  for  the  repayment 
of  a  loan  made  by  the  Public  Works  Lota 
Commissioners  to  the  South  Staffordshire 
Mines  Drainage  Commissioners  in  pur. 
suance  of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session; 
to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of  certain 
Local  Loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund 
Mb.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (Kildare,  N.)  and  for  other  purposes  relating  to  Local 
Said  he  had  heard  some  objections  stated    Loans." 


Mr.  LLOYD-OEORGE  said  he  was 
prepared  to  consider  that  suggestion. 


Resolution  agreed  to. 


by  an   hon.    Member    to  the    proposal 
'n  the  Bill  to  obtain  returns  in  regard 
to   the   various  trades  of  the    country.  \ 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman    boasted  of 

his  ignorance  of  figures  ;  but  that  was  one  LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

of  the  exaggerated  statements  which  the 

right    hon.   Gentleman  made  when    he'      ^'^"^    *«'    disagreeing    to    Lords' 

wanted  to  score  a  point.     He  himself  was    -^'^^'^'Iments  reported  and  agreed  to. 

rather  fond  of  figures  both  for  breakfast, 

lunch,  and  dinner,  and  he  hoped  that  the       ^ '^  ^  communicated  to  therLords. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would 

get  all  the  statistics  possible,  and  have 

them  arranged  in  an  admirable  manner  | 

A  short  time  ago  he  had  received  a  most  |  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

interesting  return  on  all  the  industries  in  I      That  they  have  agreed  to  :    Marnage 

the  State  of  Massachusetts  which  he  would  !  with    Foreigners    Bill ;     Statute    Law 

be  glad  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  right  |  Revision  (Scotland)  Bill,  witii  Amend- 

hon.  Gentleman.      Complaint  had  been    ments. 

made  about  the  want  of  statistics  of  the 


trade  of  Ireland.  It  was  true  that  the 
trade  of  Ireland  had  beempractically  wiped 
out  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  that 
they  did  not  know  much  about  it.  They 
were  short  of  ofiicial  statistics  both  under 
the  old  Irish  Parliament  and  since  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


Whereupon  Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  ad- 
journed the  House  without  Question  put, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the 
13th  July  last. 


Adjourned    at    a  quarter   after   Two 
o'clock  a.in. 
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Thurtday,  2nd  August,  1906. 


EARLDOM  OF  NORFOLK. 


The  evidence  taken  and  the  speeches ; 
delivered  bj  counsel  before  the  Com- 1 
mittee  for  Privileges  to  be  printed,  i 
(No.  200.)  1 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS.         I 

The  Lord  Chancellor  aquainted  the  , 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with : 
Metropolitan  Electric  Supply. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Buckhaven,  Methil,  and  Innerleven 
Burgh  Extension  Bill  [h.i/|  ;  London 
Squares  and  Enclosures  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments.  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Open    Spaces    Bill;    Sutton    District 
^  Water  Bill    Returned  from  the  Commons 
with  the  Amendment  made  to  each  Bill 
agreed  to. 

Ground  Game  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (Gkis)  Bill ;  Ruther- 
^en  Burgh  Order  Confirmation  Bill ; 
Kingston-npon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ; 
Pontefract  Corporation  Bill.  Returned 
from  the  ComraonB  with  the  Amendments 
agreed  to. 

Metropolitan  Electric  Supply  Bill. 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  No.  93 
be  suspended ;  and  that  the  time  for 
depositing  petitions  praying  to  be  heard 
against  the  Metropolitan  Eleotric  Supply 
Bill  be  extended  to  the  first  day  on 
which  the  House  shall  sit  after  the 
Recess. 

Hackney  Electricity  Bill ;  Hampstead 
Garden  Suburb  Bill;  London  County 
CoancO  (Money)  Bill;  North  West 
London  Railway  Bill;  St.  Pancras 
Electricity  Bill ;  South  Lincolnshire 
Water  Bill;  South  Wales  Electrical 
Power  Distribution  Company  Bill ;  Wat- 
ford and  Edgware  Railway  Bill ;  Lao- 
cadiire  Electric  Power  BiU ;  Returned 
from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amend- 
ments agreed  to. 

VOL.  CLXn.    [FoDRTH  Series.] 


EDUCATION  (ENOLA^ND   AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Petitions  against;  of  Inhabitants  of 
Garshalton  ;  Whepstead ;  Llandegfau  ; 
Mendham;  Runwell;  Evthome;  Hems- 
well  ;  Harpewell ;  Stoke  Newington 
(Parish  of  St.  Faith's);  Northwood; 
Crambe ;  Everley ;  Sowton ;  Brighton  ; 
Elton;  Stambermill;  Staiinton-on-Wye ; 
Public  Elementary  Schools  in  Diocese  of 
Ely ;  Bolton  (Parish  of  St.  George  the 
Martyr) ;  Granby  ;  Worminghall ;  Kilk- 
hampton ;  Basildon ;  Little  Malvern ; 
Bylcnau  ;  Llangranog  ;  Laindon ;  Hin- 
ton  ;  Blewett ;  Brighton ;  Hawthorn ; 
Monewden  ;  Helindon ;  Paulerspury  ; 
Pariah  of  St.  Peter's,  Hindley ;  Parish  of 
All  Sainto,  Wigan ;  and  Colwyn  Bay ; 
Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

EDUCATION. 
Petitions  in  favour  of  maintenance  of 
existing  religious  teaching  in  Church  of 
England  schools ;  of  parents  and  guardians 
of  children  attending  school  at  St.  John's 
National  School ;  and  Brindle ;  Read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

LAND    REGISTRY    (LAND   TRANSFER 
ACTS,  1875  AND  1897). 

Report  of  the  Registrar  of  the  Land 
Registry  for  the  years  1902,  1903,  1904, 
and  1905,  as  to  the  work  of  constructing 
a  general  register  of  title  for  the  county 
of  London. 

MARRIAGES,    BIRTHS,    AND    DEATHS 
(IRELAND). 

Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar- 
General  for  Ireland,  for  the  year  1906. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND). 
Return  of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for  the 
quarter  ended  30th  June  19C6. 

LUNACY  (IRELAND). 
Supplement  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  in 
Ireland,  being  a  special  report   on  the 
alleged  increase  of  lunacy  in  Ireland. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BELFAST. 
Annual  Report  of   the  President  for 
the  year  1905-6, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1179  Edueaium  {England  {LORDS} 


and  Wales)  BiU. 


1180 


WAR  STORES  IN   SOUTH  AFRICA 
( ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
War  Skores  in  South  Africa,  to|;ether 
with  appendices  and  minutes  of  evidence 
(four  volumes). 

Presented  (by  Clommand),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ARMY   (PENSIONS). 
Return  for  the  year  ended  Slst  March 
1906  of  pensions  specially  granted  under 
Articles  730,  1173a,  and  1207  of  the  Pay 
Warrant. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS  (HOURS  OF 
LABOUR). 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  respect- 
ing their  proceedings  under  the  Railway 
Regulation  Act,  1^93,  during  the  year 
ended  27th  July  1906. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

CRIMINAL  APPEAL  BILLS. 
Return   respecting ;    laid  before    the 
House  (pursuant  to  Address  of  the  3rd  of 
May  last),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  201.) 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2*  To- 
morrow. (The  Lord  Privy  Seal  [Af. 
Bipon]).    (No.  202.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
(1896)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Biroaght  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  To- 
morrow; (The  Lord  Ribbleedale).  (No. 
203;)   . 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing    Order    No.    XXXIX.    con- 
sidered (according  to  Order),  and  sus- 
pended for  this  day's  sitting. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (TRANSFER  OF 
TREASURY  POWERS)  BILL. 
Read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and  com- 
mitted   to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
*Thb  Mabquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  see  by  the  Order  Paper  that 
m-e  an  to  be  invited  to  consider  the 


Commons'  Amendments  to  the  Lords' 
Amendments,  and  the  reason  for  dis- 
agreeing to  certain  of  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ments. I  have  had  some  private 
conversation  with  the  noble  Harqaeas 
opposite  on  this  subject.  The  matter 
raised  is  one  of  very  great  importance 
to  your  Lordshipe,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  clearly  advisable  that  we  shoald 
have  a  little  more  time  to  consider  tiie 
issue  in  all  its  bearings.  I  understand 
that  with  the  concurrence  of  tite  noble 
Marquess  the  matter  may  be  taken 
either  latei*  this  evening  or  to-morrow. 

Thb  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (The  JUr- 
quess  of  Ripom)  :  My  Lords,  this  b  a  very 
serious  matter  indeed,  or  might  become 
a  very  serious  matter,  and  I  entirely 
agree  with  my  noble  friend  that  vre 
should  give  as  much  time  as  possible 
consistent  witii  the  approaching  ad- 
journment, for  the  consvleration  of  the 
matter.  Therefore  the  Commons'  Amend* 
mento  will  be  considered  either  later 
this  evening  or  to-morrow. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  of  the  Day  read  for  the  adjourned 
debate  on  the  Motion  for  the  Second 
Reading. 

"TThb  Duke  op  DEVONSHIRE :  My 
Lords,  there  appeared  on  the  Paper 
yesterday  notices  of  two  Amendments 
either  of  which,  if  passed,  would  hftve 
been  fatal  to  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  I  am  glad,  however,  to  ^ink 
that  both  these  notices  have  been  with- 
drawn, and  I  gather,  from  the  speeches 
which  were  made  from  this  side  of  ^e 
House  yesterday,  that  there  is  no  inten- 
tion in  any  quarter  of  the  House  to  oppose 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.  I  think 
that  the  decision  thus  arrived  at  on  the 
part  of  the  Oppositioo  is  a  wise  one. 
Whatever  we  may  think  of  this  Bill, 
however  we  may  object  to  some  of -its 
provisions,  however  we  may  regret  tiie 
spirit  in  which  it  appears  to  have  been 
framed,  whatever  we  may  think  of  the 
injustice  and  the  hardships,  tbe  un- 
necessary hardships,  as  some  of  us  believe, 
which  will  be  inflicted  by  this  BiU  on  tiie 
owners  and  trustees  of  voluntary  school^ 
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and  on  large  classes  of  parents,  whatever 
infringement  we  may  hold  that  it  con- 
tains of  the  principles  of  religious  freedom 
and  toleration,  still  the  Bill  comes  to  ua 
sanctioned  by  so  great  a  majority  of  the 
other  House  that,  even  if  we  thought  it 
was  incapable  of  Amendment  such  as 
would  make  it  a  fair  and  final  settlement 
of  the  education  question,  it  would  be  our 
duty  to  give  the  fullest  consideration  to 
its  principles. 

It  will  be  our  duty,  I  think,  to  reserve 
ODT.final  judgment  on  the  measure  until 
we  see  what  is  its  shape  after  the  Com- 
mittee stage ;  until  we  know  what  con- 
cessions, if  any,  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  make,  and,  if 
no  concessions  are  made,  by  what  reasons 
their  ref&sal  can  be  justified.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Government  will  deny 
that  the  Bill  does  require  very  full 
consideration  on  the  part  of  this  House. 
Although  it  comes  to  us  backed  by 
a  very  large  majority  of  the  other  House, 
still  the  discussions  in  the  other  House 
have  revealed  differences  of  opinion  on 
the  part  of  ccmsiderable  sections  of  that 
majority  which  deprive  its  verdict  of  the 
weight  which  it  might  otherwise  have 
possessed.  Party  allegiance,  no  doubt, 
has  enabled  the  Government  to  carry 
the  whole  of  their  proposals  by  very 
large  majorities,  and  has  enabled  them 
to  defeat  Amendments  which  they 
CMisidered  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill.  Bat  it  has  not  been 
aooepted  as  a  final  settlement  with 
anything  approaching  unanimity. 

The  concessions  to  the  voluntary 
schools  which  the  Bill  contains  have 
called  forth  loud  protests  from  a  section 
of  the  Nonconformist  supporters  of  the 
Government,  and  in  the  coarse  of  the 
discussions  a  large  and  increa!>ing  body 
of  opinion  has  manifested  itself  in  some 
sectimis  of  the  House,  especially  among 
the  members  of  the  Labour  Party,  in 
favour  of  a  system  of  education  based 
upon  secnlar  principles  as  opposed  to 
a  denominational  or  an  undenominational 
system  of  religious  teaching.  Therefore 
we,' are  entitlCd  to  satisfy  ourselves  as 
far  as  we  can  that  in  passing  this  measure 
in  its  present  form  or  in  an  amended 
shape  that  we  should  be  giving  effect 
to  the  clear  opinions  of  even  the  majority 
\a  another  place. 


We  shall  all  desire  in  this  debate  to 
confine  ourselves  to  a  discussion  of  the 
principles  of  the  Bill,  but  I  confess  that 
I  fiad  it  rather  di£Scult  to  discover 
what  are  the  principles  that  this  Bill 
contains.  Mr.  Birrell,  in  introducing  the 
measure  stated  two  principles,  or  rather 
one  principle  and  an  opinion.  He  stated 
that  the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  that, 
where  public  money  was  taken,  complete 
public  control  must  of  necessity  follow, 
and  in  a  later  passage  in  his  speech  he 
said  the  Bill  was  based  upon  the  happy 
experience  of  thirty-six  years  of  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching.  I,  and  I  think  most 
of  your  Lordships,  fully  accept  the 
principle  of  public  control,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  carries  us  very  far.  I  do  not 
think  that  Parliament  has  ever  acted 
upon  any  other  principle.  That  prin- 
ciple only  asserts  what  nobody  would 
dream  of  denying,  that  when  Parlia- 
ment takes  the  money  of  the  public 
either  in  the  iorm  of  taxes  or  of  rates 
it  is  bound  to  control  the  apphoation 
of  those  funds. 

But  as  I  had  to  argue  over  and  over 
again  in  1902,  chiefly,  I  think,  with  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery,  whom  I  am 
happy  to  see  in  his  place,  that  control  may 
be  exercised  in  two  ways.  It  may  either 
be  exercised  by  direct  instruction  given 
by  Parliament  as  representing  the  whole 
body  of  taxpayers,  and  that  control  may 
be  exercised  through  a  State  Depart- 
ment presided  over  by  a  Minister  respon- 
sible to  Parliament;  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  Parliament  may  delegate  all  of 
some  of  its  powers  more  or  less  com- 
pletely to  local  authorities  as  repre- 
senting the  ratepayers.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  ParUament,  in  educational  legis- 
lation, has  always  so  divided  the  control 
which  it  has  exercised  over  funds  applied 
to  public  elementary  education. 

Under  the  Act  of  1870  schools  were 
for  the  first  time  built  and  wholly  main- 
tained at  the  public  expense.  Parlia- 
ment then  decided  to  leave  the  manage- 
ment of  these  schools,  the  appointment 
of  the  managers  and  teachers,  and  the 
direction  of  secular  education  given  in 
them  entirely  to  the  local  authorities, 
subject  only  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Education  Department  to  secure  the 
efBciency  of  the  education  given.  As 
to  rehgious  education,  Parliunent  per- 
mitted one  form  only,  that  which  ia 
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known  as  the  Cowper-Temple  form  of 
teaching.  But  it  left  the  local  authori- 
ties to  decide  whether  religious  instruction 
should  be  given  at  all,  and  it  left  them 
also  largely  to  decide  what  character 
that  undenominational  teaching  should 
assume.  In  1 870  largely  increased  grants 
were  given  to  the  voluntary  schools,  and 
Parliament  at  the  same  time  decided 
what  sort  of  additional  control  should 
be  exercised  over  these  schools.  The 
decision  to  which  Parliament  came  was 
to  give  the  school  boards  no  control 
whatever  over  these  schools.  It  re- 
quired a  certain  standard  of  e£Giciency 
tested  by  strict  inspection,  but  it  left 
the  management  and  the  appointment 
of  the  managers  and  teachers  wholly 
to  the  owners  or  trustees  of  these  schools. 

As  to  religious  instruction,  Parliament 
did  not  interfere  at  all  with  the  previous 
arrangements,  except  to  insist  upon  the 
conscience  clause  being  observed  in  every 
case.  Parliament  in  1870  deliberately,  and 
as  I  think  rightly,  decided  to  adopt  dif- 
ferent forms  of  control  for  different 
schools,  differently  provided  and  difEer- 
ently  maintained. 

Under  the  Act  of  1902  almost  the  whole 
cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  voluntary 
schools  was,  for  the  first  time,  thrown 
upon  the  rates.  That  rendered  a  further 
mersure  of  public  control  necessary 
for  them.  Parliament  thought  fit  in  1902 
to  enact  that  the  local  authorities  should, 
for  the  first  time,  have  complete  control 
over  the  secular  education  given  in  those 
schools,  and  gave  them  a  share,  if  not  a 
preponderating  share,  in  the  management 
of  those  schools  and  the  appointment  of 
the  teachers.  At  the  same  time  Parlia- 
ment thought  fit  to  take  securities  for 
preserving  the  denominational  character 
of  those  schools.  That  may  have  been  a 
wise  or  an  unwise  arrangement.  It  was 
not  an  arrangement,  in  my  opinion,  in 
contravention  of  the  principle  of  public 
control,  which,  under  the  Act  of  1902, 
was  exercised,  as  it  always  had  been, 
partly  by  Parliament  and  partly  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  local  authorities. 

The  Bill,  in  nry  opinion,  makes  no 
advance  whatever  in  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  public  control.  It  proceeds  on 
the  old  Unes.  The  control  exercised  by 
the  State  over  all  the  schools  is  still  one 
which    is    divided    between    regulations 
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framed  by  Parliament  and  the  delegation 
of  the  powers  of  Parliament  to  the  local 
authorities.  If  you  meant  by  public 
control  complete  local  control  over  all 
the  schools,  you  would  have  to  allow  the 
local  authorities  to  decide  what  religion 
should  be  taught.  But  you  do  nothing 
of  the  sort ;  you  maintain,  you  even 
extend,  the  prohibition  in  the  Act  of  1870 
against  any  but  undenominational  in- 
struction in  council  schools.  Ton  extend 
it,  for  you  will  not  even  allow  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching  in  school  hours.  Tou 
extend  it,  because  this  Bill  gives  no  dis- 
cretion to  local  authorities  \  it  extends 
the  pibhibitions  of  the  Cowper-Temple 
Clause  of  the  Act  of  1870  to  transferred 
schools,  and  the  limitation  of  local  control 
is  maintained  and  extended  under  the 
present  Bill.  The  prohibitory  character 
of  the  former  is  always  extended  in  the 
direction  of  discouraging  religious  teach- 
ing, denominational  or  undenominational. 

The  settlement  of  1902  was  always 
opposed  by  a  considerable  minority — 
by  a  large  minority  in  the  other  House, 
by  a  small  minority  here.  That  minority 
in  the  present  Parliament  has  become 
a  large  majority  in  the  other  House,  and 
of  course  it  is  open  to  that  majority  if 
they  think  fit  to  revise  or  even  to  reverse 
that  settlement.  But  I  take  it  that  a 
reversal  is  not  the  inevitable  or  logical 
consequence  of  acceptance  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  control  by  a  k>oal  authority, 
but  of  the  altered  opinion  of  the  other 
House.  I  am  afraid  that  so  long  as 
wide  difierences  of  opinion  exist  between 
us  on  religious  matters  it  is  idle  to  expect 
that  we  can  arrive  at  any  finality  upon 
the  reUgious  question  in  elementary 
schools.  We  cannot  arrive  at  that 
unless  we  can  find  a  compromise  in  prin- 
ciple universally  or  generally  accepted. 

True,  the  settlement  of  1902  was 
founded  on  a  principle  not  universally 
accepted,  and  it  is  also  true  that  the 
principle  upon  which  your  Bill  is  founded 
is  either  not  understood,  or  certainly 
not  accepted  by  very  large  numbers 
in  the  community ;  and  unless  you  can 
find  some  compromise  founded  on  a 
principle  we  can  aU  accept,  the  oa.u8e 
of  education  must  continue  during  the 
present,  the  next,  and  perhaps  many 
Parliaments  to  be  disturbed  and  weakened 
by  a  perpetual  recurrence  of  the  religious 
dilficultj-.    I  find,  therefore,  very  little 
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or  no  assistance  in  the  principle  invoked 
by  Mr.  Birrell  as  the  principle  of  the 
present  BilL 

I  think  we  must  regard  the  proposals 
we  find  in  these  clauses  as  separate  un- 
connected— perhaps  I  might  call  them 
empirical — ^proposals  that  must  be  dis- 
coaaed  on  their  own  merits,  not  as  bearing 
upon  a  general  and  accepted  principle, 
and  such  a  discussion  is  more  appropriate 
to  Committee.  Some  of  the  proposals 
in  the  Bill  are  of  an  extremely  intricate 
and  complicated  character  difficult  to 
understand,  but  the  first  clause  has, 
I  admit,  an  engaging  appearance  of 
simplicity,  and  I  believe  there  is  a 
general  disposition,  even  on  the  part  of 
many  who  think  that  large  Amendments 
wiU  be  necessary,  to  accept  the  principle 
of  the  first  clause.  I  imagine  many 
of  your  Lordships  have  seen  the  "  Lay  " 
memorial  addressed  to  the  most  rev. 
Primate  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
by  a  number  of  eminent  members  of  the 
(Sinrch  of  England  not  being  Members 
of  either  House  of  Parliament,  a  memorial 
which  has,  I  believe,  received  the  bene- 
diction of  the  right  rev.  Prelate  the 
Bishop  of  Ripon,  whose  speech  last 
night  I  regret  I  did  not  hear.  The  first 
statement  in  that  memorial  declares, 
as  in  accordance  with  the  plain  will  of 
the  people  acceptance  of  the  funda- 
mental principle  contained  in  Clause  1. 

Now  I  am  not  quite  sure,  as  I  think 
I  have  indicated,  that  I  know  exactly 
what  is  the  fundamental  principle  em- 
bodied in  Clause  1,  and  perhaps  it  is 
more  important  to  try  to  ascertain  what 
will  be  the  efEect  of  the  clause.  Havint; 
discovered  that  we  shall  be  in  a  better 
position  to  ascertain  how  far  that  effect 
will  he  qualified  or  mitieated  by  subse- 
quent clauses.  The  clause  enacts  that 
transferred  schools  are  to  become  provided 
schools  and  subject  therefore  to  all  the 
in;iJents  of  provided  schools,  including 
the  Cowper-Tcmple  clause.  What  is 
tile  Ccwper-Temple  clause  ?  It  is  very 
often  spoken  of  as  if  it  were  a  clause 
establishing  some  sort  of  religious 
teaching,  but  it  does  nothing  of  the 
land.  The  Cowper-Temple  clause  is 
simply  prohibitory,  and  merely  enacts 
that  no  catechism  or  religious  formulary 
shall.be  taught.  This  teaching,  then, 
is  prohibited  in  transferred  schools. 


But  then  Clauses  3  and  4  go  on  to 
enact  that  in  certain  transferred  schools 
religious  formularies  may  in  different 
degrees  be  taught — a  curious  method  of 
drafting.  I  trust  the  Nonconformist 
supporters  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
will  take  note  that  the  present  (Govern- 
ment is  responsible  for  the  partial  repeal, 
at  all  eveats,  of  the  Cowper-Temple 
clause  in  certain  classes  of  provided 
schools.  Though  the  clause  is  prohibitory 
only,  a  certain  form  of  religious  teaching 
has  grown  out  of  it;  and  I  conceive 
that  the  real  effect  will  be  to  give  a 
preference,  a  strong  and  decided  pre- 
ference, to  that  form  of  undenominational 
teaching  over  any  other  form  of  religious 
teaching  the  schools  may  have  been 
established  and  subscribed  for  to  provide. 
Undenominational  teaching  may  be  given 
by  teachers  at  the  expense  of  the  State, 
but  other  forms  of  teaching  are  to  be 
treated  as  extras,  to  be  given  not  by 
expert  teachers  and  to  be  paid  for,  not  by 
the  State,  but  by  the  trustees.  I  confess 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  singular  arrange- 
ment, and,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  I 
deny  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
clearly  expressed  will  of  the  people. 

I  deny  that  the  Government  has 
received  among  its  numerous  mandates 
any  mandate  for  the  creation  of  a  set 
of  schools  in  which  denominational 
teaching  shall  be  permitted  but  disoour- 
aged  and  placed  under  disabilities. 
I  am  not  qualified  to  discuss  from  a 
theological  point  of  view  simple  Bible 
teaching,  the  teaching  of  the  great  truths 
of  Christianity,  or  any  form  of  religious 
teaching  which  supporters  or  opponents 
of  the  Cowper-Temple  clause  may  prefer 
to  call  it,  but  certainly  I  entertain 
for  the  Cowper-Temple  clause  no  such 
aversion  as  has  been  expressed  by  many 
on  both  sides  of  political  opinion  in  the 
other  House.  I  recognise  that  it  is 
accepted  as  a  satisfactory  form  of  re- 
ligious teaching  for  children,  as  opposed 
to  adults,  by  a  great  many  sincere  and 
earnest  Christians,  and  by  a  very  large 
body  of  parents  of  children.  I  recognise 
also  that  it  is  regarded  by  others  as 
insufficient,  and  by  some  as  actually 
mischievous,  and  among  these  are  in- 
eluded  a  number  of  parents  of  children 
attending  elementary  schools. 

But  I  confess  I  cannot  understand  the 
view  of  those  who  dogmatically  assort 
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that  while  Roman  Catholics  or  Jews 
cannot  be  expected  to  accept  this  form 
of  teaching  it  is  good  enough,  or  ought 
to  be  good  enough,  for  all  Protestants. 
I  do  not  claim  to  decide  whether  it  is 
good  enough,  or  ought  to  be  good  enough, 
for  Protestants.  It  is  quite  enough  for 
me  to  know  that  there  are  a  great  many 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  rospoct 
who  do  not  think  that  it  is  good  enough  ; 
and  I  regard  it  as  unreasonable  and, 
what  is  worse  than  unreasonable,  as 
intolerant,  to  attempt  to  force  it  upon 
those  who  hold  that  opinion,  to  the 
exclusion  of  any  more  definite  form 
of  religious  teaching.  And,  therefore, 
my  Lords,  although  I  think  that  this 
BiU  goes  much  further  than  is  necessary 
in  establishing  the  Cowper-Temple  form 
of  teathing  in  every  one  of  our  elementary 
schools,  I  am  glad  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  refused  to  yield  to 
the  pressure  which  has  been  placed  upon 
them  by  those  who  would  impose  it 
indiscriminately  aqd  without  exception 
upon  every  school.    But  that  is  not  all. 

Besides  the  Cowper-Temple  clause 
there  is  another  incident  attaching  to 
transferred  schools  in  their  new  char- 
acter of  provided  schools.  The  managers 
will  be  appointed  in  future  by  the  local 
authority,  and  the  teachers  will  be 
appointed  by  the  same  body.  The 
effect  of  that  is,  that  every  security 
that  has  been  provided  by  the  deeds  of 
Church  schools  for  having  Church 
teaching  by  Church  people  in  Church 
schools  will  be  absolutely  swept  away. 
The  trustees  of  those  schools  may  not 
inconceivably  see  instruction  given  under 
the  name  of  simple  Bible  teaching  which 
it  will  be  their  duty  to  their  very  utmost 
to  counteract  as  far  as  they  can  in  the 
two  days  of  the  week  in  which  they  or 
the  teachers  appointed  by  them  have 
liberty  to  enter  the  school.  And  this, 
my  Lords,  is  the  plan  of  the  Government 
for  establishing  religious  peace  and 
solving  the  religious  difficulty.  This 
is  a  consequence  graver  and  far  more 
injurious  to  the  religious  character  of 
the  voluntary  schools  and  to  their 
objects  than  the  mere  introduction  into 
them  of  Cowper-Temple  teaching.  This 
consequence  the  Bill  makes  no  efiort 
whatever  to  avert. 

There  are  other  clauses  in  the  Bill 
which  extend  the  efiect,  which  I  have 
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endeavoured  to  describe,   of  Clause  1. 
They  appear  to  be  designed  to  discourage, 
if  not  actually  to  forbid,  all  teaching  of 
religion,  whether  denominational  or  un-         I 
d,enominational.    Both  these  forms  are         | 
no w  to  be  excluded  in  school  hours,  and ,  as        ^ 
to  denominational  instruction,  teachers, 
even    if    willing   and    anxious    to   give 
that  instruction,  are  prohibited   by  the 
Bill  so  to  do.    I  should  like  to  ask  what 
is  the  necessity  for  such  sweeping  and 
drastic  changes.    I  think  I  have  shown 
that  they  are  not  the  necessary  and 
inevitable  ccmsequence  of  the  accepted 
principle   of   pubhc   control.    They  are 
not  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  secular 
teaching  in  our  schools. 

In  my  opinion,  the  only  justificaticn 
for  the  revision  of  the  Acts  of  1870  and 
1902  lies  in  the  existence  of  a  grievance 
of  certain  parents  which,  I  believe,  all 
of  us  are  ready  to  admit.  That  grievance 
has  existed  since  1870 ;  it  is  not  removed, 
I  admit,  by  the  Act  of  1902.  That 
grievance  consists  io  this.  A  parent, 
perhaps  a  Nonconformist  parent,  while 
he  has  in  some,  not  by  any  means  in  all, 
districts  to  pay  rates  and  taxes  in 
support  of  denominational  schools,  has 
QO  access  for  his  own  children  to  the 
religious  instruction  which  he  himself 
would  accept  for  them.  That  is  a 
grievance  which  I  think  we  all  admit, 
and  would  all  be  ready  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power  to  attempt  to  remedy. 
But  we  must  remember  that  Roman 
Catholics  and  members  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  other  districts  when  there 
is  no  school  accommodation  except  in 
board  or  council  schools  have  precisely 
the  same  grievance  of  being  forced  to 
support  those  schools  althou^  they  can- 
not get  in  them,  or  anywhere,  the  religious 
instruction  which  they  desire.  If  justice 
requires  us  to  redress  one  of  thote 
grievances,  surely  justice  also  requires 
that  we  should  attempt  to  redress  the 
other. 

I  have  no  doubt  Amendments  will  be 
moved  in  this  House  for  obtaining 
facilities  for  denominational  teaching  in 
council  schools.  For  myself,  I  desire  to 
see  as  little  disturbance  as  possible 
of  our  existing  system,  and  I  do  not 
desire  to  commit  myself  to  support 
such  Amendments,  until  I  see  what,  if 
any,  concessions  the  Government  are 
prepared  to  make  in  regard  to  giving 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


1189        Mducaiion  (England        {2  AuooST  1906} 

teal  facilities  for  denominational  teaching 
in  the  transferred  schools.  But  if  no 
concessions  in  that  direction  are  to  he 
niade,  then  I  am  of  opinion  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  a  provision 
which  wiU  place  all  provided  schools 
on  the  same  footing  in  regard  to  religious, 
as  well  as  to  secular,  instruction. 

But  while  I  do  not  desire  to  commit 
myaelf  to  any  proposals  for  aHering  the 
status  of  the  present  council  achoola— I 
am  deahng  only  for  a  moment  inth  the 
Nonoonformist  grievance,  which  I  think 
is  the  sole  justification  for  amending  the 
provision  of  the  Act  of  1902—1  may  say 
that  it  appears  to  me  that  (he  problem 
whieh  has  to  be  solved  ia  that>  when 
parents  in  any  appreciable  number  desire 
thai  they  should  have  aooess  to  Cowper- 
Temple  or  undenominational  teachmg, 
means  should  be  found  for  providing  them 
with  such  access.  But  that  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  a  problem  which  ought 
to  be  insoluble  by  means  less  violent  and 
drastic  than  those  provided  in  the  Bill. 
I  cannot  think  that  this  not  very  heroic 
task  makes  it  necessary  to  disturb  the 
religious  character  of  every  voluntary 
school  and  to  remove  every  security  that 
remains  in  respect  to  it  whether  these 
schools  be  Church  schools.  Catholic 
schools,  or  Jewish  schools.  There  are,  not 
in  towns  alone  but  in  the  rural  diatricts 
also,  hundreds,  and  I  think  tdonsands, 
of  them  against  which  no  voioe  of  com- 
plaint has  ever  been  raised,  which  ofiend 
no  conscience,  and  which  are  dbing 
good  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
parents  of  the  children  who  attend  them, 
to  whatever  rehgious  persuasion  they 
belong. 

With  regard  to  such  schools  as  these, 
under  such  circumstances  as  I  have 
described,  I  am  tempted  to  ask — Why 
cannot  you  leave  them  alone  ?  Why 
are  you,  without  inquiry,  without  exami- 
nation, without  inviting  any  friendly 
discussion  between  local  authorities  and 
trustees  of  voluntary  schools,  going  to 
impose  upon  those  schools  a  uniform  and 
a  cast-iron  rule  which  will  ofiend  the 
consciences  of  as  many  as,  if  not  a  larger 
number  of  parents  than  those  whom 
you  are  going  to  please  ?  I  know  that 
this  suggestion  vnll  be  considered  an 
audacious  one,  and  will  be  absolutely 
scouted  by  members  of  his  Majesty's 
Government,  but  I  ask  any  members 
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of  that  Government  who  ar»  going  to 
take  part  in  this  debate  whether  tiie 
description  I  have  given  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  existing  sohoob  in  the  ootmtry 
is  not  a  true  one,  and  I  will  ask  them 
to  say  for  what  reason  the  good  w<rfk 
which  they  are  doing  is  to  be  disturbed. 

The  most  rev.  Primate,  in  the  great 
speech  which  he  addressed  to  the  House 
yesterday,  indicated  Amendments  which 
he  thought  might  be  moved  on  the  clauses 
of  the  Bill  with  the  object,  in  some  degree, 
of  making  them  more  effectual  for  the 
purpose  which  they  profess  to  have  in 
view.  The  most  rev.  Primate  suggested 
Amendments  which  might  make  the 
facilities  so  grudgingly  given  in  the  Bill 
real ;  and,  as  I  understood  him,  he 
proposed  to  expunge  some  of  those 
clauses  which  appear  to  be  directly  aimed 
at  the  destruction  of  tiie  security  for  the 
efficiency  of  religious  instruction,  either 
denominational  or  undenominational, 
hereafter  to  be  taught  in  our  schools.  I 
believe  I  am  entirely  in  sympathy  wifli 
the  suggestions  of  the  most  rev.  Primate ; 
but  there  is  one  point  on  which  I  cannot 
altogether  agree  witii  him; 

The  most  rev.  Primate  said  that  in  his 
opinion  a  great  opportunity  for  a  great 
measure  had  been  lost.  My  Lords,  isi 
the  present  divided  state  of  opinion  on 
religious  matters  to  which  I  have  referred, 
I  doubt  whether  any  measure,  however 
wisely  framed,  however  moderate,  or 
however  tolerant  it  might  be — I  doubt 
whether  any  great  measure  dealing  with 
this  difficult  problem  could  be  n^ade 
acceptable.  I  hold,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  Qovemment  have  immensely 
exaggerated  the  magnitide  of  the  qnea- 
tion  with  which  it  is  necessary  lot  tiiem 
to  deal  I  believe  that  but  for  political 
exigencies  thA  question  might  have  been 
dealt  with  on  far  less  ambitious  lines.  I 
think  the  Government  themselves  have 
shown  some  perception  of  this  fact ;  for 
they  have  introduced  clauses  the  object 
and  intention  of  which  appear  to  be  to 
mitigate  the  rigour  of  the  treatment 
which  the  first  clause  and  other  clauses 
will  impose  on  voluntary  schools.  I 
fear  that  the  scope  and  efiect  of  those 
clauses  are  too  wide  and  far  reaching  to 
make  them  susceptible  to  substantial 
mitigation.  At  all  events,  in  tiieif  pre> 
sent    form,  as    amended   in    the    other 
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House,  they  are  extremely  complicated, 
intricate,  and,  I  think  I  may  say  of  some 
of  th'^m,  almost  nnintelligible.  I  shall 
not  attempt  on  this  occasion  to  discuss 
them.  I  will  only  say  that  those  clauses 
appear  to  me  to  fall  short  to  an  un- 
necessary degree  of  what  I  may  call  a  just 
and  tolerant  arrangement.  I  am,  there- 
fore, confident  that  no  Amendment  that 
can  be  devised  to  the  framework  of  this 
Bill  can  make  of  it  a  final  settlement  or 
one  which  can  be  acceptable  to  those 
who  care  for  and  value  definite  religious 
teaching.  Still  less  can  I  expect  the 
Government,  fettered  as  they  are  by 
one  of  their  supposed  mandates  and 
exposed  to  the  pressure*  which  ha8  been 
constantly  applied  to  them  throughout 
the  discussions  in  the  other  House  by 
some  of  their  extreme  supporters,  will  be 
permitted  to  agree  to  many  of  the 
Amendments  which  may  be  proposed, 
however  reasonable  they  may  appear 
to  be. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  House 
flhould  decline  to  undertake  a  task  which 
appears  to  be  almost  an  impossible  one, 
and  should  leave  to  the  Government 
the  responsibility  of  passing  an  un- 
amended Bill  which  will  probably  prove 
unworkable  and  will  certainly  produce 
widespread  and  strong  reaction.  I  think 
that  this  House,  if  it  adopted  any  such 
suggestion,  would  be  failing  in  its  duty. 
I  tiiink  it  is  our  duty,  however  little  hope 
we  may  have  of  success,  to  approach 
the  consideration  of  this  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee with  a  firm  and  strong  desire  to 
mitigate  every  grievance  which  can  be 
proved,  and  at  tiie  same  time  to  obtain 
some  securities  for  religious  instruction 
in  our  schools,  which  I  believe  the  country 
is  determined  to  have  in  some  form  or 
another.  I  Hank  it  is  the  duty  of  Uiis 
House  to  endeavour  to  show  the  country 
that  there  are  alternatives  to  the  violent 
and  unnecessary  disturbance  of  our 
educational  system  which,  with  all  its 
faults  and  imperfections,  has  for  thirty- 
six  years  done  a  work  of  which  we  have  no 
cause  to  be  ashamed ;  and  until  we  have 
done  this,  until  we  know  how  our  efforts 
in  these  directions  will  bo  regarded  by 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  by  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  we  shall  not 
be  called  upon  to  make  the  final  and 
momentous  dec'sion  which  at  son.e  later 
period  we  may  have  to  take  and  which 

Ihe  Lukt'  of  JJevonshire. 


may  involve  consequences  far  wider  even 
than  any  that  are  mvolved  in  connection 
with  the  present  measure. 

♦The  lord  BISHOP  op  SODTH- 
WABK :  My  Lords,  the  keynote  of  the 
second  night  of  this  debate,  if  I  may 
venture  respectfully  to  say  so,  could 
hardly  have  been  struck  more  suitably 
than  by  the  speech  to  which  we  have 
just  listened  ;  and  what  has  fallen  from 
the  noble  Duke  is  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  one  who  holds  such  opinions  on 
this  matter  as  I  do  myself.  We  on  this 
Bench  share  to  the  full  what  must  have 
been  tiie  feeling  of  the  House  during  the 
first  stage  of  this  debate — namely,  that 
this  is  not  only  a  matter  which  raises 
very  real  and  very  grave  issues,  but  one 
with  regard  to  which  the  House  must 
so  far  as  that  is  possible,  adopt  a  judicial 
attitude.  There  ought  to  be  no  question 
here  of  Party  victory,  because  there  is 
indeed  no  Party  bond  that  unites  the 
critics  of  this  Bill. 

The  issue  which  we  would  desire  to 
put  is  an  issue  of  fairness,  a  simple  issue, 
one  which  we  can  make  clear  to  our  own 
consciences,  and  one  with  regard  to  which 
we  may  deserve  respect,  we  hope,  from 
public  opinion  outside.  I  could  wish 
we  had  here,  as  well  might  be  if  this 
House  should  ever  be  amended,  represen- 
tatives of  the  great  Nonconformist  bodies, 
because  then  I  think  we  should  have  this 
case  better  set  out,  and,  I  must  be 
allowed  to  add,  because  I  should  like  the 
House  to  have  an  opportunity  of  forming 
an  opinion  on  a  good  deal  of  Nonconfor- 
mist argument  and  Nonconformist  atti- 
tude at  first  hand.  In  the  speech  of  tlie 
most  rev.  Primate  last  night  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  reference  to  the  past  his- 
tory of  the  matter,  and  it  has  been 
touched  upon  briefly  to-night  by  the 
noble  Duke.  The  merest  tyro,  looking 
on  at  our  debate  or  reading  it,  would 
find  that  there  have  been  now  for  a 
century  behind  us  two  great  bodies  of 
opinion  in  this  country,  to  which  our 
controversial  jargon  has  fixed  the  titles 
denominational  and  undenominational 

In  1870,  though  that  is  by  no  means 
the  beginning  of  the  matter,  we  find  a 
great  settlement  in  which  both  those 
bodies  of  opinion  were  recognised,  one 
having  the  advantage  of  poation  because 
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the  supporters  of  denominational  schools 
had  been  earlier  in  the  field  and  had  made 
great  sacrifices,  and  the  other  having  the 
advantage  of  the  prestige  which  emanates 
from  public  administration  and  the  great 
help  which  comes  from  a  double  hold  on 
the  public  purse.  We  remember  how  in 
1870  it  was  prophesied  that  that  two- 
fold condition  was  merely  transitory,  that 
it  was  quite  plain  that  voluntary  schools 
could  never  hold  their  own,  and  that  a 
few  y«ars  would  suffice  to  see  them  pass 
away.  That  feeling  prevailed  among 
many  members  of  our  own  body,  and  a 
number  of  schools  were  sacrificed  which 
might  have  been  saved  to  us. 

But  when  we  come  to  the  beginning  of 
the  new  century  we  find  that,  so  far  from 
having  been  nearly  extinguished,  the 
voluntary  schools  have,  roughly  speaking, 
doubled  in  number,  the  number  of  children 
using  them  has  doubled  as  well  &a  the 
amount  of  their  support.  I  venture  to 
hope  we  shall  not  hear  any  more  in  this 
debate  of  what  I  may  call  the  ungenerous 
belittling  of  that  great  body  of 
denominational  effort  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  assisted  in  certain  places 
by  railway  companies,  or  because  in  other 
places  the  desire  to  be  relieved  of  the 
rate  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
matter.  Is  there  any  movement  in 
politics  or  in  history  which,  as  it  proceeds, 
does  not  gather  round  it  a  good  deal 
which  is  not  congenial  to  its  main 
principle  ?  We  should  ask  ourselves 
npon  what  principle  does  this  movement 
depend,  what  set  it  going,  and  what  put  it 
in  a  position  to  receive  these  tributary 
Btreams  ?  I  do  not  doubt  that  any 
fair  -  minded  person  will  answer  that 
it  was  the  strength  of  denominational 
conviction.  You  had,  on  the  one  hand, 
great  numbers  of  people  up  and  down 
the  country  putting  their  strength  into 
the  working  of  denominational  sohools 
and  making  great  sacrifices  for  them ; 
and  you  had  also  a  new  body  of  people 
representing  the  other  principle,  and  I 
think  we  may  be  proud  to  have  amongst 
us  perhaps  the  ablest,  the  most  dis- 
tinguished,  and  the  most  untiring  of 
the  public  servants  who  have  given  their 
work  to  the  support  of  the  undenomina- 
tional 8}rstem — I  refer  to  the  noble  Lord 
who  sits  near  me.  Lord  Stanley  of 
Alderloy.        ..^  .  .   ^ 


The  position  was  EtUl  the  qame  in  1902. 
I  am  not  going  to  worry  the  House 
by  dwelling  on  the  weak  side  of  the 
double  arrangement  of  that  date.  It 
was  quite  plain  that  while  the  two 
bodies  were  at  least  equal  in  conviction 
and  in  earnestness  one  had  got  a  grip 
of  public  money  which  the  other  had 
not ;  and  the  Act  of  1902  was,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  me,  a  reasonable  effort  in  that 
sense  to  maintain  in  its  main  feature  the 
settlement  of  1870.  I  quite  admit  that 
in  order  to  maintain  its  main  feature 
it  had  to  depart  from  that  settlement 
in  other  respects,  but  the  settlement 
had  been  already  departed  from  in  favour 
of  undenominational  schools.  Mr. 
Gladstone's  maximum  rate  of  3d.  in  the 
£  had  gone  up  to  the  Is.,  the  2s.,  and, 
I  belie vey  even  the  2s.  6d.  in  some  places. 
No  settlement  could  remain  a  real  per- 
manent settlement  which  had  been 
already  so  largely  overset. 

Meanwhile,  I  believe  that  in  the  region 
of  opinion  there  had  taken  place  a  good 
deal  of  change  which,  unless  I  greatly 
misread  things,  has  been  accelerated  since. 
I  believe  that  the  opinion,  strong  in  the 
first  flush  of  its  growth  in  1870,  in  favour 
of  an  undenominational  system  which 
should,  it  was  hoped,  remove  all  diffi- 
culties, has  grown  a  good  deal  more 
diffident  and  doubtful  of  itself  since ; 
and  I  believe,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
sense  of  the  essential  truth  of  the 
denomination alist  argument,  of  the  argu* 
ment  that  if  religion  is  to  be  real 
it  must  be  the  religion  that  people  do 
themselves  believe,  has  gained  very 
much  strength.  And  if  you  ask  me 
for  any  proof  that  I  am  right  in  that 
respect  I  should  be  willing  to  take 
"  facilities  "  as  a  test.  A  little  while  ago  it 
was  r^arded  a^  the  fad  of  a  few  theorists ; 
it  is  now  accepted  by  persons  of  all  kinds  as 
one  of  the  most  obviously  just  expedients 
towards  a  solution  of  the  question. 

We  have  then  the  two-fold  condition 
existing,  not  merely  as  a  relic  of  the  past, 
but  in  a  state  of  the  fullest  vitality  on 
both  sides,  and  with  the  arguments  both 
ways  tenaciously  held  and  vigorously 
set  out ;  and  it  is  under  the  circumstances 
that  a  Government  called  to  mend  that 
settlement  in  some  way,  called  to  deal  with 
certain  grievances  to  which  it  was  liable, 
have  offered  ua  what  the  Prime  Minister 
has   described  as  an  undenominational 
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Bill.  What  I  am  asking  your  Loidships' 
House  to  ooQflidei  is  whether  thic  looks 
like,  or  is  likely  to  he,  a  reasonable  and 
fail  solution.  The  BiU  says  that  having 
got  youi  two-fold  system  you  shall,  in 
Older  to  remedy  the  grievance,  pull 
down  one  half  of  your  system ;  that 
you  shall  destroy  all  that  satisfies  the 
denominationalist  body  of  people  of  all 
kinds  who  care  so  much,  and  work  so  hard, 
and  who,  into  the  bargain,  help  so  loyally 
in  the  work  of  the  undenominational 
system,  for  the  men  who  have  done  most 
for  voluntary  schools  have  often  been  pro- 
minent on  the  school  boards  throughout 
the  country.  You  destroy  all  that  satisfied 
that  body  of  youx  citizens  and  you  take  the 
principle  which  is  identified  with  the 
other  side.  You  take  the  very  formula 
which  represents  that  principle  in  the 
old  controversial  form.  You  push  these 
in  upon  the  schools  of  the  opposite  sort. 
You  change  the  whole  character  of  the 
denominational  schools  without  asking 
whether  they  desire  it  or  whether  it  is 
needed ;  on  the  contrary,  you  are  pleased 
with  yourselves  for  the  sweeping  compre- 
hensiveness of  the  first  clause.  I  ask,  docs 
that  look  like  a  fair  arrangement  ?  If  we 
could  get  a  dispassionate  judge  this 
seems  to  me  the  case  which  we  could 
put  to  him  with  a  very  confident  hope 
of  success. 

Then,  witii  regard  to  the  teachers. 
You  have  a  large  body  of  teachers, 
many  of  them  very  religious  people,  and 
you  are  going  to  silence  them  as  regards 
a  great  deal  of  what  tiiey  have  been 
accustomed  to  teach,  and  you  are  going 
to  allow  than  to  teach  under  a  sense  of 
restraint,  which  I  do  not  think  has  been 
fully  realised  as  the  efiect  of  the  working 
of  the  Cowper-Temple  Clause.  When  a 
teacher  is  not  quite  sure  how  much  the 
Cowper-Temple  Clause  means,  and  what 
those  in  authority  will  interpret  it  to  mean, 
he  will  be  timid,  not  only  about  how  far 
he  dare  express,  but  (what  is  much  more 
serious)  how  far  conscientiously  he  ought 
to  express  his  real  convictions.  I  wish  we 
could  adjourn  this  debate  and  go  round  the 
country  and  have  a  series  of  object  lessons 
of  what  this  means  in  the  concrete.  If 
your  Lordships  would  visit  these  schools 
in  various  parts  of  l^e  country  between 
now  and  the  autumn,  you  would  find 
some,  no  doubt,  which  you  would  have 
good  reason  to  criticise,  but  I  am  sure 
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you  would  find  cases  which,  to  use  a 
simple  phrase,  would  go  to  your  hearts ; 
and  when  you  had  learnt  the  story  of 
what  the  schools  had  cost  and  the  work 
that  had  been  accomplished,  you  woukl 
say  that  to  satisfy  political  theory  or  to 
remove  some  fragment  of  c<mscientioiu 
grievance,  surely  it  required  a  less 
drastic  remedy  than  this. 

But  it  may  be  said  to  me — "  You  an 
putting  the  case  all  your  own  way,  and  you 
are  not  observing  that  this  Bill  is  a  com- 
promise." Indeed,  I  think  one  speaker  last 
night  went  so  far  as  to  make  the  extraordi- 
nary statement  that  the  Act  of  1902 
was  not  a  compromise  and  this  Bill  was. 
We  must  be  rather  careful  about  what 
a  compromise  means.  It  is  not  a  com- 
promise to  make  an  arrangement  on  the 
"  va  vidis  "  principle,  and  claim  credit  for 
not  having  pushed  your  power  to  the  last 
extremity.  You  could  not  call  it  a  com- 
promise when  theCtermans  in  1870,  taking 
the  provinces  of  Alsace  Lorraine,  did  not 
take  the  single  unsurrendered  fortress  of 
Belfort. 

With  regard  to  what  the  Church  did 
in  1902, 1  venture  to  say  that  the  Church 
did  nndoi^tedly  attempt  some  sort  of 
compromise.  Was  it  not  the  case  that, 
at  the  time  when  we  on  our  part  saked 
that  the  State  should  give  us  an  addi- 
tional measure  of  pubhc  help  from  the 
rates,  we  feh  at  once  that  it  was  only 
just  that  on  our  side  there  should  be 
some  considerable  concession  t  I  have 
in  my  hand  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
by  the  Convocations  of  Canterbury  and 
York  sitting  together  in  1901.  It  was 
agreed  that,  for  the  fijrst  time,  into  the 
government  of  every  school  there  should 
be  admitted  two  persons  who,  if  the 
authorities  were  to  appoint  them,  might 
be  as  alien  as  possible  trom  the  prinei]^ 
of  the  school,  but  who  would  secure  to 
everyone  connected  with  the  school 
that  there  was  some  independent  person 
in  the  governing  body  privy  to  all  the 
secrets  and  able  to  see  that  there  was  no 
unfair  play  or  unreasonable  dealings  with 
any  children. 

Along  with  that  we  passed  another 
Resolution  to  which  I  do  not  think 
attention  has  been  sufficiently  directed, 
because  it  was  not,  imfortunately  as  we 
think,  taken  up  by  the  Government  in 
1902.  It  was  this,  that  "whenever  a 
reasonable  number  of  parents  desired 
that  religious  instruction  in  accordance 
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with   their   belief   should   be   given   to 
their    children,    opportunity    for    such 
instruction  should  be  secured  to  them 
by  statute    in  all  elementary  schools, 
provided  this  could  be   done   without 
expense   to  the  managers."    If  it  had 
been  possible  to  insert  that  in  the  BiU  of 
1902  I  think  it  would  have  gone  a  good 
way  towards  removing  the  necesfflty  for 
this  Bill.    I  think  that  was  an  instance 
of  a  fair  and  reasonable  attempt  at  a 
compromise.   But  the  present  Bill  cannot 
in  any  way  be  described  as  a  compromise. 
Is  there  under  this  Bill  any  single  point  at 
which  the   denominational  side  of  the 
community   stands  to   gain  ?    If  there 
is  no-two-sided  account  it  is  difiGcult  to 
call  it  a  compromise.    That  has  been 
perceived  by  some  controversialists  on 
the  other  side,  and  we  have  seen  resolu- 
tions lately  which  have  attempted  to  show 
that  the  advantage  was  partly  on  our  nde. 
At  a  conference  held  in  London  last 
week  a  resolution  was  adopted  declaring 
that  this  Bill  is  not  a  settlement  of  the 
question,  and  that  it  is  "the  profound 
conviction  of  large  numbers  of  Liberals 
and    Nonconformists     that     it    leaves 
several  of  the  gravest  wrongs  unredressed ; 
that    while    still     further     subsidising 
an  the   old  denominational  schools,    in 
many  cases,"  continues  the  resolution, "  it 
strengthens  their  sectarian  character ;  and 
that  it  fails  to  secure  the  teachers  of  such 
schools  in  three-fourths  of  the  popula- 
tioQ  against  the  imposition  of  sectarian 
tests.    I    venture    to    think    that    at 
the    rate    we     have    been     educating 
ourselves    by  this   debate  everyone   in 
this  House  wiU  feel  that  the  statement 
about   further   subsidising    all    the   old 
denominational  schools  and  in  many  cases 
strengthening  their  sectarian  character, 
is    really    hardly    worth    criticism.    I 
think  the  same  remark  may  be  applied 
to  the    other   statement   contained   in 
the  resolution  passed  at  this  conference. 
The  remark    about  three-fourths  of  the 
popalation  is  an  instance  of  what  goes  en- 
tirely beyond   the   limits  of  legitimate 
controversy.    What  we  are  now  oSered  is 
not  a  compromise,  and  it  cannot  be  sup- 
I       posed  that  you  are  going  to  udvance  a 
stage  towardii  a  settlement  of  this  matter 
'i       unless  you  do  something  to  meet  the 
i       ciiiims  from  both  sides.  Unless  this  is  done 
you  will  not  get  nearer  a  solution,  but  will 
he  plunged  deeper  into  the  (Kfficulty. 
This  is  one  reason  why  this  Bill  has  met 


with  such  opposition  in  the  cotmtry.    It 

offends  the  instinct  of  justice- 

Noble  Lords  who  come  from  aQ  parts 
of  England  must  have  had  opportunities 
of  judging  for  themselves,  and  unless 
their  experience  differs  greatly  from  my 
own,  both  first-hand  and  second-hand, 
they  will  know  that  the  Bill  has  created 
an  amount  of  opposition  among  people 
who  are  not  at  all  inclined  to  excite  them- 
selves or  take  part  in  political  matters 
for  which  there  is  no  parallel  in  this 
generation.  It  is  not  merely  that  a 
large  number  of  people  have  come  to- 
gether on  this  subject.  It  is  by  no 
means  merely  a  matter  of  excitement ; 
it  is  one  of  very  deep  feeling.  Further  still, 
if  you  go  beyond  those  who  have  joined  in 
opposition  to  the  Bill  I  think  you  will 
find  that  many  who  started  by  saying, 
"Do  not  oppos«  the  BiQ,"  have 
been  obliged  to  make  such  criticisms 
upon  it  as  constitute  a  most  formidable 
condemnation  of  it  in  the  eyes  of  anyone 
who  looks  at  the  matter  from  the  point 
of  view  of  common  faimess. 

We  shall  hear,  for  ezample,my  right  rev. 
brother  the  Bishop  of  Hereford,  whom  I 
am  glad  to  see  in  his  place,  present  from 
this  Bench  the  most  favourable  estimate 
that  can  be  made  of  this  Bill ;  but  unless 
he  has  altered  his  opinion,  which  is  not 
very  likely,  he  will  tell  you  that  the  action 
of  this  Bill  in  sUffliGing.the  teachers  in 
the  matter  of  denominational  teaching  is 
"  harsh."  He  will  tell  j^ou  that  it  is  "  quite 
unreasonable  "  not  to  give  f acilitiea,and  he 
will  tell  jou  that  by  leaving  out  religion 
in  school  hours  you  are  doing  great 
damage  to  the  cause  of  religious  education. 
I  know  the  Bishop  of  Hereford  so  well 
that  I  am  sdre  he  will  not  take  exception 
to  my  quoting  him  in  that  way.  But  it 
is  not  a  single  person.  The  same  thing 
may  be  said  of  persons  who  do  not  gener- 
ally agree  with  those  who  are  taMng  a 
strong  line  on  this  matter.  The  noble 
Duke  quoted  a  declaration  made  by 
certain  moderate  Church  people  who 
held  a  meeting  the  other  day.  If 
the  modifications  which  those  people 
suggest  were  introduced  in  the  BUI  it 
might  fall  very  short  of  what  many  of  us 
ardently  desire,  but  it  could  not  be  qaid 
that  the  Government's  Bill  had  not 
been  altered  to  a  degree  which  would 
amount  almost  to  a  transformation  of  it. 

I  ventured  to  ask  just  now  that  one 
statement  idiich  I  thought  ungenerous 
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might  not  be  repeated.    There  is  another 
statement,  constantly  made  in  the  nevs- 
papers,  that  the  Opposition  to  this  Bill 
comes  only  from  Roman  Catholics  and  a 
very  small  section   of   persons,   chiefly 
clergy,  within  the  Church  of  England, 
who  are  so  misguided  as  to  have  some 
afiinities  with  Roman  Catholic  opinion. 
That  really  is  ao  grotesque  a  perversion  of 
the  state  of  things  within  the  Church  of 
England  that  I  hope  we  shall  not  hear 
any-more  of  it.    In  my  own  diocese  a 
committee  of  400  laymen  has  been  formed 
to  carry  on   agitation  against  the  Bill, 
and  their  elected  chairman,the  only  clergy- 
man who  has  been  admitted  to  their  body, 
is  a  leading  evangelical  incumbent.    It  is 
not  one  part^  in  the  Church  of  England 
which  is  makmg  this  resistance.    The  re- 
sistance comes  from  all  those — and  they 
have  been  greatly  increased  in  number 
under  the  power  of  this  controversy — who 
feel  the  necessity ,if  we  are  to  keep  religion, 
that  that  religion  should  be  real  and  vital. 
I  am  glad  that  this  debate  is  not  to 
terminate    with    any    division    or    any 
attempt  to   reject  the  BiD  on  Second 
Reading.    I  think  that  wonld  have  been 
scant  courtesy,  not  only  to  the  other 
House  but  to  those  outside.    But  I  am 
glad  also  on  our  own  account.    I  believe 
that    the    eSect    of    the    thi«shing-out 
of  these  arguments  in  your  Lordships' 
House,  not  only  in  this  debate  on  the 
Second  Reading  but  in  the  Committee 
Stage    will    be    very    great    indeed.    I 
believe  that,  as  we  go  on,  under  imfettered 
conditions  of  criticism  both  as  to  the 
justice  of  the  Bill  and  its  details,  it  will 
more  and  more  come  out  that  it  is  not 
such  a  settlement  as  the  country  can 
accept,   and  that  it  cannot  be  passed 
into  law  without  a  far  greater  grievance 
existing   than   that   wluch   it   professes 
to  remedy.    I  hope  that  at  some  future 
time  in  some  way  or  other  we  shall  all 
imite  to  find  the   means  of  so  framing 
our    educational    system    as    that    the 
denominational  principle  and  the  rival 
method   shall   find   full   and    final   and 
peiteanent  expression. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
My  Lords,  there  is  a  certain  element  of 
artificiality  about  this  debate  because 
it  is  agreed  that  the  Second  Reading  is 
to  be  conceded,  and  that  the  struggle 
is  to  take  place  on  the  Committee  stage. 
Thf  Lord  Bishop  of  Smthwark. 
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But  the  speeches  which  have  ended 
by  accepting  the  Second  Reading  have 
been  characterised  throughout  by  such 
hostility  to  the  essence  of  the  Bill  that 
the  argimients  would  have  been  more 
naturally  translated  into  a  rejection  of  the 
measure.  Although  for  various  political 
reasons  it  was  thought  impolitic  to  enter 
into  a  conflict  with  the  other  House  at 
this  stage,  I  would  say  that  if,  as  the 
result  of  the  Autumn  discussions,  such 
demands  should  be  finally  insisted  upon 
by  this  House  as  would  be  incapable  of 
acceptance  in  the  other  House,  the  very 
grave  consequences  indicated  in  the  most 
weighty  and  serious  language  by  the  noble 
Duke  would  follow 

The  Dokb  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  Might 
follow. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY: 
Consequences  which  might  be  more  serious 
even  than  the  passing  of  this  Bill  in  an 
unamended  form.  When  the  noble  Duke 
gives  that  warning  we  know  that  it 
indicates  deep  conviction.  We  have  had 
addresses  in  this  House,  and  I  think  too 
much  in  the  country,  in  which  this  BiH 
has  been  talked  of  as  remedying  a  Non- 
conformist grievance,  and  as,  in  the 
course  of  doing  so,  inflicting  greater 
grievances  on  Anglicans  and  Roman 
Catholics.  The  right  rev.  Prelate  who 
has  just  spoken  expressed  regret  that  the 
representatives  of  Nonconformists  wmc 
not  here,  partly  that  they  might  have 
their  say,  but  still  more,  I  think,  ttat  he 
might  have  the  pleasure  of  refuting  them. 

I  do  not  approach,  and  never  have 
approached,  this  question  of  education 
from  either  the  merely  Anglican  or  Non- 
conformist point  of  view.  To  my  mind, 
the  question  of  a  little  more  or  a  little  lees 
in  the  exact  measure  of  religious  instruc- 
tion or  even  of  theological  dogma  that  you 
can  impart  to  children  between  the  ages 
of  three  and  fourteen  is  a  very  trifling 
matter.  In  nine-tenths  of  the  Anglican 
schools  the  teachers  do  in  fact  teach  the 
Bible  very  much  in  the  same  way  as  they 
teach  it  m  the  board  schools ;  and  the 
professional  instinct  of  the  teacher  makes 
him,  when  he  comes  to  the  Catechism, 
teach  it  also  in  such  a  broad  and  moderate 
way  that  he  only  draws  the  same  kind  of 
lessons  from  the  Catechism  as  the  board 
school  master  would  draw  from  the 
Bible.    I  approach  this  question  much 
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more  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
citizen ;  and  I  think  the  debates  in 
jotti  Lordships'  House  have  too  much 
ignored  the  fact  that  the  grievance  in 
regard  to  the  management  of  schools 
receiving  a  large  measure  of  public  aid 
is  that  the  administration  ofiends  against 
the  principle  of  municipal  self-govern- 
ment. The  essential  thing,  in  my  opinion, 
and  I  beheve  in  the  opinion  of  the  great 
mass  of  popular  forces  which  have  re- 
tomed  this  overwhelming  Liberal  majo- 
rity to  the  House  of  Commons,  is  that 
the  feeling  behind  the  demand  for  this 
Bill  is  that  the  schools  should  become  a 
municipal  and  not  an  ecclesiastical  insti- 
tution, and  that  they  should  benefit  by 
that  broad  cunent  of  public  life  that 
flows  from  popular  election  and  popular 
self-government. 

When  I  saw  that  the  noble  Duke  was 
gobg  to  resume  the  debate  this  after- 
noon I  had  hoped,  having  r^ard  to  his 
past  career  and  to  the  fact  that  we 
are  within  one  day  of  the  30th  anniver- 
sary of  the  occasion  when  the'  noble 
Doke  as  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party  in 
the  House  of  Commons  moved  a  hostile 
Resolution  on  the  report  of  the  Bill  of 
1876,  that  the  old  spirit  would  have 
revived  in  him,  and  that  we  should  have 
heard  from  him  some  words  worthy  to 
be  pat  side  by  side  with  those  which  he 
spoke  in  the  debate  on  Lord  Sandon's 
Bill  of  that  year.  But  as  I  listened  to 
him  I  thought,  to  slightly  parody  Tenny- 
son, that  "Men  may  pass  on  stepping- 
stones  of  their  dead  selves  to  other 
things." 

We  have  had  summaries  of  the  history 
of  this  education  question  which  are 
remarkable  by  t&eir  omissions  and  by 
their  misrepresentations  of  the  fact. 
It  was  a  singular  thing  to  my  mind  that 
the  noble  Duke,  in  giving  the  history  of 
this  education  question  during  the  period 
when  he  was  responsible  largely  for  it, 
should  have  entirely  skipped  over  the 
year  1876.  The  noble  D  uke  spoke  even  of 
the  Cowper-Temple  clause  with  an  air  of 
detachment  and  indifierencewhich  seemed 
to  imply  that  he  had  quite  forgotten  that 
he  was  one  of  the  parents  responsible  for 
it.  I  see  also  on  the  opposite  Benches 
the  noble  Viscount  who  began  his  dis- 
tinguished political  career  by  being  the 
champion  of  religious  liberty  and  equality 
in  the  University  of  Oxford.     He  took  an 


active  part  in  the  invasion  of  ancient 
trusts  and  the  abolition  of  ecclesiastical 
restrictions  which  made  the  Universities 
and  their  colleges  available  to  the  country. 
He,  too,  is  one  of  the  veterans  who 
denounce  the  breaking  up  of  the  com- 
promise of  1870,  and  he  took  the  ex- 
treme step  of  dividing  against  the  Third 
Reading  of  Lord  Sandoi's  Act  of  1876. 
But  what  I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
are  the  remarks  which  the  noble  Duke 
made  as  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  August  3rd, 
1876.  After  pointing  out,  with  great 
truth,  that  the  Act  of  1870  was  a  com- 
promise, that  there  were  many  things  in 
it  to  which  Nonoonformists  and  Liberals 
objected,  yet  he  said  there  were  ele- 
ments in  the  compromise  which  made  it 
accepted.  At  any  rate,  the  presumption 
for  the  future  was  in  favour  of  the 
publio  management  of  the  schools,  and 
voluntary  schools  were  permitted  to 
exist  on  the  strict  obligation  that  they 
should  be  responsible  for  one  half  of  the 
annual  cost.  In  reply  to  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  every  invasion 
of  the  principles  of  1870  has  been  in 
favour  of  propping  up  voluntary  schools 
which  found  they  were  unable  to  keep 
pace  with  the  competition. 

Tot  lord  BISHOP  of  SOUTH- 
WARE:  There  were  invasions  on  both 
sides. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  op  ALDBRLEY: 
The  right  rev.  Prelate  complained  that 
the  public  spirit  of  the  ratepayers  and 
their  determination  to  do  the  work 
properly  had  caused  the  education  rate 
to  go  up  considerably  higher  than  Mr. 
Forster  anticipated.  But  that  was  an 
act  of  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  rate- 
payers. The  ratepayers  had  it  in  their 
power  to  do  the  work  in  a  niggardly 
and  cheeseparing  way,  but  I  have  never 
heard  before  that  any  section  of  the 
citizens  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the 
public  spirit  of  the  community  as  a 
whole.  But  what  was  it  that  the  noble 
Duke  said  in  moving  his  motion  on  the 
Bill  of  1876  ?    He  said— 

"  There  are  many  of  us,  and  I  do  not 
scruple  to  say  I  am  one  of  them,  who  believe 
that  the  principle  of  school  boards  ia  the  right 
and  true  principle  in  this  matter.  We  believe 
that,  being  the  risht  and  trae  principle,  it  will 
in  the  end  prevail.     We  believe  tbiU)  onoe  the 
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time  bas  arrived  that  Parliament  has  declared 
the  edaeation  of  the  ootiDtry  it  the  b«8tne»s, 
not,  as  formerly,  of  .iodlriduiUs,  but  is  the 
business  of  the  State  itself,  it  becomes  in- 
evitable that  sooner  or  later  State  education 
most  be  in  the  hands,  not  of  individuals,  but  of 
tlie  representatives  of  the  people." 

That  was  admiiably  put  thirty  years  ago, 
and  I  had  hoped  to  hear  that  principle 
again  enunciiU«d  to-night ;  bnt,  instead 
of  that,  the  noble  Duke  declared  his 
inability  to  understand  what  the  first 
clause  meaas  whiea  it  says^ihat  all  schools 
shall  be  under  the  control  of  ^e  repre- 
sentatives o£  the  people.  As  we  cannot 
have  the  services  of  onz  lost  leader  we  must 
march  on  wtthont  him,  and  we  can  only 
hope  that  some  day  or  other  he  may 
receive  the  lost  Imowledge.  Where  he 
wiU  meet  us  I  do  not  know. 

I  should  like  to  pass  for  a  moment 
to  the  historical  recapitulation  given 
by  the  most  rev.-  Primate;  The  most 
rev.  Primate,  coriously  enough,  omitted 
to  bring  out  the  signification  of  the 
century -old  conflict  in  this  fight  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  people.  Ho  quoted  for  1847 
from  a  very  small  controversy  between 
Hr.  Bri^t  and  Mr.  Macaulay.  But  if 
anyone  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the 
speeches  he  will  see  that  the  essence 
of  Ifr.  Bright's  opposition  was  that  the 
rules  of-  the  Privy  Oounoil  put  the  whole 
money  expended  into  the  hands  of  the 
Chuxch.  The  most  rev.  Primate  did  not 
remind  us  of  the  peisistent  and  obstinate 
resistance  of  the  clergy  and  dignitaries  of 
the  Church  of  England  at  that  time  to  what 
were  known  as  the  management  clauses. 
He  also  entirely  passed  over  the  Act  of 
1876.  Time  is  sl^pr^  and  I  only  wish  to  note 
in  passing  the  hardly  complete  narrative 
of  the  history  of  the  education  question 
sketched  by  the  most  rev,  ^^imate, 
which  left  a  great  many  chasms  not  seen. 

The  most  rev.  Primate  put  forward 
certain  definite  Amendments  which  he 
considered  essential,  and  failing  to  get 
which,  apparently,  he  would  wreck  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  Imow  how  far  he  is  pre- 
pared to  stand  to  his  guns  or  how  far 
your  Lordships  are  prepared  to  stand  by 
him )  but  I  should  like  briefly  to  run 
through  tiie  suggested  Amendments 
because,  though  this  is  a  Second  Beading 
debate,  I  thmk  we  may  fairly  indicate 
the  points  beyond  which  it  is  idle  to  sup- 
pose the  great  Liberal  majority  in  the 
country  and  the  great  body  of  parents 

Lord  Sta/fdey  of  Alder  ley, ' 


will  go  in  the  settlement  of  this  question. 
The  first  proposal  was  that  there  should 
be  religious  teaching  within  school  hours, 
subject  to  the  conscience  clause.  The  im- 
pression I  get  from  looking  at  the  report 
of  the  most  rev.  Primate's  speech  is  that 
he  wants  the  imposition  of  a  Parliamen- 
tary obligation  on  the  managers  of  all 
public  elementary  schools  to  give  religious 
teaching.  But  it  he  merely  means  4bat 
the  religious  teaching,  subject  to  a  c<Hh 
science  clause,  when  given  shall  bewitiiin 
school  hours,  that,  it  seems  to  me,  having 
regard  to  tiie  attitude  of  the  Government 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  is  an  Amend- 
ment which,  if  your  Lordships  passed  it, 
would  hardly  be  resisted.  But  it  is  a 
very  different  proposition  to  say  that 
the  State  should  take  the  responsibility 
of  laying  down  a  new  parliamentary 
religion  to  be  imposed  on  every  local 
authority.  The  most  rev.  Primate  shakes 
his  head,  and  therefore  I  suppose  his 
policy  is  the  more  moderate  of  tiie  two. 
The  next  proposition  is  that  this 
teaching  must  be  given  by  men  who 
feel  what  they  say.  Does  that  mean 
a  test  for  teachers,  or  does  it  not !  I 
had  to  do  for  many  years  with  a  body 
which  employed  a  larger  number  of 
teachers  than  any  other  body  m  the 
country.  The  School  Board  for  London 
had  in  their  service  some  12,000  certifi- 
cated teachers,  and  that  Board,  as  ih« 
residt  of  the  heated  controversieB  of 
twelve  years  ago,  passed  a  resolution 
giving  a  far  wider  charter  of  immunity 
from  tests  for  teachers  than  anytiiing 
which  has  been  put  into  tjie  Govern- 
ment's Bill.  That  resolution  prohibited 
not  only  inquiry  as  to  wheflieir  the 
teacher  belonged  to  any.  Church,  but  as 
to  what  his  religious  opinions  were;  it 
forbade  any  inquiry,  direct  or  indirect, 
as  to  whether  he  possessed  certificates 
which  would  suggest  that  he  belonged 
to  any  particular  Church,  audit  fOTbade 
managers  from  trying  to  pry  into  the 
teacher's  religious  opinions.  Of  course, 
in  the  case  of  any  great  body  of  men  yon 
will  have  people  who  volunteer  to  teaoh 
anything  regardless  of  whetiier  they  care 
for  it  or  not.  Yet  I  think  the  most  rev. 
Primate  will  admit  that  the  teachers  of 
London  have  been  an  honourable,  earnest, 
and  thou^tful  body,  who  have  given 
tjiis  teaching  in  a  proper  spirit  and  with 
reverence  and  seriousness. 
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The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY:   They  were  all  trained. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
Yes,  but  I  have  seen  a  resoatment  of 
the(dog7  coming  from  schoolmasters 
trained  in  Chnich  colleges.  They  have 
resented  theover-ecclesiasticalatmoephere 
in  which  they  had  been  brought  up.  I 
think  that,  in  the  long  inn,  you  cannot 
expect  that  a  large  force  of  70,000  or 
80,000  teachers  ^ould  all  be  men  or 
women  of  fervent  piety,  any  more  than 
tiie  whole  of  the  curates  of  the  Established 
CSinrch.  Whenever  you  take  a  large 
body  you  must  take  tiie  mass  of  than, 
who  are  very  Average  people.  It  is 
gnfficient,  so  long  as  it  is  understood, 
that  one  who  is  not  desirous  of  giving 
this  teaching  has  only  to  say  he  does 
not  wish  to  give  it  anid  can  be  excused. 
In  the  case  of  a  teacher  who  has  declined 
to  give  religions  teaching  as  an  assistant, 
the  antiiority  would  think  twice  before 
dtey  appointed  that  teaohw  as  head- 
master, in  which  position  he  wonld  have 
to  supervise  all  the  teaching ;  and  I  am 
afraid  that  that  indirect  test  would  apply. 

The  third  proposition  is  that  definite 
religious  teachii^  must  be  accessible 
to  tiiose  children  whose  parents  denre 
tbem  to  have  it.  I  take  it  that  that 
means  that  in  every  council  school  here- 
aftM,  whether  formerly  a  voluntary  school 
at  not,  there  shall  be  opportunities  for  the 
chSdren  of  parents  who  desire  it  to  obtain 
d^nite  reUgions  teaching.  Whm  you 
are  establishing  a  ^at  national  system, 
if  the  parties  honourably  and  freely 
recognise  that  there  shall  be  the  one 
pabfic  system  under  public  management, 
I  think  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  thing 
to  ask  that  those  parents  who  desire 
anything  spedal  shall  not  depend  for 
the  chance  of  getting  it  upon  the  mere 
bet  wh^ether  in  the  town  or  village 
in  which  they  Uve  there  happens  to  be 
a  board  school  or  a  Church  school. 
I  should  not  feel  myself  that  that  claim 
was  an  unreasonable  one. 

The  next  suggestion  i8  that  the  teachers 
who  have  ^)eat  some  of  the  best  years  of 
their  lives  it  acquiring  rehgious  know- 
ledge shall  not  be  silenced  irom  giving 
that  instruction:  The  noble  Marquess 
the  late  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion asked  yesterday  what  he  was  to  do 
in  conneetion  with  Seaham  School,  which 
has    1,100    children    and    thirty-three 


trained  teachers.  I  was  very  glad  to 
hear  that  the  noble  Marquess  had  such 
a  fine  staff  in  his  school  and  I  congrattdate 
him  on  his  public  spirit.  I  feel  that  it  is 
essential  that  in  the  future  the  teachers 
shall  be  the  servants  of  the  municipality 
and  not  the  servants  of  any  ecclesiastical 
organisation,  and  that  whatever  is  neces- 
sary to  protect  them  from  that  in  the 
future  must  be  done.  In  the  existing 
denominational  schools  which  are  being 
transferred  the  teachers  are  taken  over 
with  the  schools.  They  are  not  subject 
to  any  test  on  being  taken  over  ;  they 
have  been  appointed  by  reason  of  that 
test ;  and  I  cannot  see  any  injustice  in 
allowing  the  existing  teachers  in  the 
voluntary  schools  to  place  their  services 
at  the  disposal  of  those  who  wish  to  give 
definite  religious  teaching  so  long  as  they 
remain  in  these  schools.  At  the  begin- 
ning there  would  be  practically  no  break  at 
all,  and  I  think  it  is  our  business,  in 
bringing  in  a  new  scheme  of  national 
education,  to  make  the  transition  as 
easy  as  possible.  I  think  these  conces- 
sions in  the  towns  would  be  valued  very 
highly  by  those  who  now  manage  those 
schools. 

The  next  suggestion  was  that  the 
managers  shoula  have  some  voice  in 
the  appointment  of  the  teacher.  I  was 
glad  to  hear  the  most  rev.  Primate  pay 
a  tribute,  which  was  absolutely  well 
deserved,  to  the  old  managers  who 
worked  so  well  under  the  London  School 
Board.  He  was  quite  correct  in  sa3ring 
that  those  managers  were  gathered 
together  regardless-  of  the  denomination 
to  which  they  belonged  and  regardless 
of  their  profession.  But  they  deve- 
loped a  keen  interest  in  their  work  and 
were  a  valuable  element  in  education 
in  London.  I  agree  with  the  most  rev. 
Primate  that  unfortunately  too  much 
officialism  has  now  grown  up.  I  think 
that  large  bodies  dealing  with  education 
do  want  the  assistance  of  local  know- 
ledge and  local  interest  in  helping  them 
to  find  teachers  for  the  schools. 

May  I  say  one  word  as  to  what  I  think 
about  the  mterests  of  special  minorities 
in  the  staffing  of  their  schools  ?  I  do  not 
think  the  looal  authority  can  be  asked  to 
violate  the  law  b^  imposing  a  test  as  to 
the  religious  opmions  of  the  teacher, 
but  so  far  as  there  are  teachers  of  the 
special  religious  association  of  the  school, 
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those  teachers,  if  otherwise  fit,  will 
inevitably  drift  into  those  schools. 
There  are  not  so  many  Jewish  teachers 
as  there  are  places  for  them  in  schools 
frequented  by  Jews.  Any  Jewish 
teacher  would  undoubtedly  try  to  get 
into  one  of  those  schools,  and  certainly 
the  local  authority  would  endeavour 
to  place  him  there,  because  there  is  a 
very  practical  difficidty  in  this  matter 
in  regard  to  school  holidays  and  the 
various  Jewish  feasts  and  fasts.  As  a 
matter  of  practical  administration, 
everyone  would  desire  to  put  Jewish 
teachers  into  Jewish  schools. 

I  come  next  to  Roman  Catholics.  I 
think  a  Roman  Catholic  teacher  would 
naturally  apply  for  a  school  where  he  or 
she  would  be  among  people  of  the  same 
religion  and  where  the  associations  were 
pleasant.  The  local  authorities  will,  as 
far  as  possible,  fill  up  tho  posts  in  those 
schools  by  teachers  of  that  type.  It  is 
one  thing  to  say  that  this  will  be  done 
in  the  ordinary  way,  but  4t  is  another 
thing  to  ask  a  pubUc  body  to  set  aside 
a  better  teacher  for  an  inferior  teacher 
because  the  latter  holds  those  opinions. 
The  teachers  will  gravitate  to  the  schools 
with  which  they  have  sympathy.  The 
right  rev.  Prelate  referred  to  St.  John's 
school,  Kennington.  I  am  sure  that  in 
connection  with  that  school  no  difiiculty 
whatever  would  be  experienced  in  getting 
applications  from  qualified  teachers. 
These  things  will  work  automatically. 

I  now  turn  to  the  appjaals  which  were 
made  by  the  right  .rev.  Prelate  the 
Bishop  of  Southwark.  Let  me  say  that, 
grateml  as  I  am  to  him  for  the  kind  way 
in  which  he  spoke  of  me,  I  am  not  pre- 

J>ared  to  allow  him  to  make  my  speeches 
or  me.  The  right  rev.  Prelate  spoke 
most  strongly,  and  I  am  sure  from  the 
bottom  of  lu8  heart,  of  the  possibility 
of  finding  some  common  line  of  union. 
He  spoke  too  much  of  the  common  line 
between  Nonconformists  and  Churchmen. 
He  ought  to  have  spoken  of  the  common 
line  of  action  between  all  who  care 
for  the  children  and  the  work.  I  am 
not  new  to  this  work.  Long  before 
the  Act  of  1902  was  passed,  and  all 
the  time  that  these  storms  were  in 
the  air,  I  have  been  earnestly  seeking 
whether  some  of  the  leading  people  of  the 
Church  Party  could  not,  while  there  was 
time,  come  forward  and  find  some  basis 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley. 


of  agreement.  May  I  refer  to  a  great 
friend  of  mine  and  a  great  friend  of  th« 
Bishop  of  Southwark ;  I  mean  the  late 
Principal  of  St.  Uaik's  College.  He  was 
a  man  of  fine  character,  of  great  public 
spirit  and  a  great  straightforwardness, 
and  if  any  man  could  have  influenced  the 
leaders  of  the  Church  to  frame  some 
settlement,  I  think  he  might  have  done  it, 
if  Us  life  had  been  spared.  But,  my  ' 
Lords,  was  not  the  time  for  compromise 
befoie  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1902 ! 

We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  paienti  ! 
now.  The  noble  Marquess  who  spoke  last 
uight  from  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
devoted  the  greater  portion  of  his  speech 
to  talking  about  the  parent,  and  he  laid 
great  stress  upon  tiie  paramount  claim  of 
the  parent.  I  should  hke  to  ask  the 
noble  Marquess  why  he  and  his  Party 
showed  no  regard  for  the  rights  of  parento 
when  they  were  legislating  on  this  matter. 
It  was  urged  in  the  House  of  Conunons 
that  of  the  four  foundation  managers  the 
parents  might  have  been  allowed  to  elect 
two  ;  that  would  have  left  the  old  school 
managers  two  and  the  public  authority 
two.  But  not  at  all.  That  proposal  was 
rejected.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
lip  service  done  to  the  cause  of  the  parents, 
but  when  it  came  to  a  question  of  doing 
something  effective  in  their  interests  the 
Amendment  was  rejected  and  the  Bill  was 
forced  throi^h,  giving  control  to  the  old 
managers.  In  the  Pnncipality  of  Wales, 
in  parish  after  parish  throughout  the 
rural  parts  of  the  country,  the  pq[>a- 
lation  is  two -thirds,  three  -  fourths, 
or  four-fifths,  and  in  some  cases  un- 
animously, Nonconformist.  And  yet, 
because  in  former  days  the  squire  chose 
to  give  the  school  with  strict  trust  deeds 
to  the  National  Society,  the  one  man 
who  was  incapable  of  being  headmaster 
of  the  school  was  the  man  who  taught 
all  the  children  in  the  Sunday  school 
and  worshipped  with  them  in  the  same 
chapel.  No  effort  was  ever  made  to 
remedy  that.  1  venture  to  think  that 
it  is  a  little  too  late  now  for  noble  Lords 
opposite  to  talk  of  the  parents.  If  they 
had  thought  of  the  parents  in  the  time 
of  their  triumph  they  would  not  have 
had  to  appeal  to  them  now  in  the  days 
of  their  adver.-sity. 

For  forty  yean*  and  more  of  political 
life  I  have  been  closely  associated  with 
Nonconformists,  aqd  I  have  made  it  my 
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bosinessto  know  the  point  of  view  of  the 
various  Churches  and  their  leaders,  and 
I  wish  to  say  that  Nonconformists 
utterly  disclaim  and  repudiate  the  idea 
that  they  are  asking  for  any  advantage 
as  Nonconformists  and  for  Noncof- 
formity.  They  claim  that  there  shall 
be  no  partiality  and  no  favour  for  any 
Church,  and  they  claim  that  the  schools 
shall  be  municipal  institutions.  You 
may  wy  that  it  is  inconsis<^ent  T\ith  that 
to  advocate  the  general  Christian  teaching 
which  is  popularly  described  ps  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching.  All  NonconfcrmistE 
have  been  brought  up  by  means  of  the 
Bible.  The  Bible  has  been  an  im- 
portant part  of  their  moral,  spiritual, 
and  intellectual  means  of  sustenance 
and  they,  especially  Wesleyans  and 
Presbyterians,  fii;d  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  say  that  that  book,  which  is  to 
them  so  precious,  shall  not  be  included 
in  the  school  curriculum.  But  many  of 
them  feel  that  the  Bible  can  speak  for 
itself.  In  Wales  especially  the  Bible 
is  read,  but  these  same  people  who  will 
not  have  the  Bible  taught  in  the  day 
school  are  not  content  with  the  Sunday 
whool,  but  large  numbers  of  these 
children  go  not  only  once  but  twice  on  the 
week-days  for  definite  religious  instruction 
in  their  chapel.  It  is  not  that  they  are 
opposed  in  any  way  to  religious  instruc- 
tion, but  they  do  not  wish  to  mix  it  up 
with  the  day  school. 

The  most  rev.  Primate  made  an  im- 
passioned appeal  on  the  ground  of  the 
past,  quoting  from  Mr.  Gladstone  as  to 
the  effect  religious  zeal  had  had  in  the 
fashioning  of  the  education  of  this  nation. 
I  think  that  what  the  most  rev.  Primate 
said  with  regard  to  religious  zeal  was 
perfectly  true.  But  will  the  most  rev. 
Primate  allow  me  to  quote,  as  an  estima- 
tion of  the  value  of  this  factor  in  pro- 
moting national  education,  the  opinion 
of  his  predecessor  in  St.  Augustine's 
(Mr— the  Rev.  Frederick  Temple  ?  Giv- 
ing evidence  in  1860  before  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle's  Commission,  the  Rev.  Freder- 
ick Temple,  who  was  advocating  the 
establishment  of  a  rate-supported  system 
of  schools  under  public  management, 
was  asked  whether  this  substitution  of 
the  the  rates  would  not  greatly  diminish 
effect  of  religious  zeal ;  and  he  replied — 

"Yes,  bnt  I  do  not  thick  a  diminuition  of 
Higions  zeal  an  eviL  I  think  much  of  it  is 
Vfry  nnhralthy." 

VOL.  CLXII.  [Fourth  Series.] 


and  Wala)  BiU,  1210 

Then  he  was  asked  by  Sir  John  Coler- 
idge whether  he  would  define  what  he 
meant  by  religious  zeal,  and  he  replied 
that  religious  zeal  meant — 

"Activity  of  religious  leaders  to  get  the 
monagemeat  and  control  of  the  edacation  ot 
children,  in  order  to  educate  them  in  their 
own  opinions." 

That  was  not  an  occasional  opinion 
of  the  Rev.  Frederick  Temple,  because 
anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
read  a  most  important  essay  of  his 
published  in  the  Oxford  Essays  in  1866 
will  see  an  elaborately-written  essay  in 
which  he  recurs  to  this  question  of 
religious  zeal  and  to  his  desire  to  see 
something  else  substituted  for  it.  He 
said  that  what  he  would  prefer  as  a 
moving  force  for  the  education  of  the 
people,  instead  of  religious  zeal,  was  a 
quiet  sense  of  duty.  The  religious  zeal 
on  which  the  most  rev.  Primate  relies 
is  a  fluctuating  and  uncertain  foundation 
upon  which  to  build  a  system  of 
education. 

May  I  sum  up  what  I  think  cannot  be 
accepted,  and,  if  pressed  by  your  Lord- 
ships,  will  certainly  lead  to  that  lament- 
able conflict  which  the  noble  Duke 
who  opened  the  debate  foreshadowed  ? 
Firstly,  any  diminution  of  the  absolute 
management  by  the  local  authority  of  all 
schools  supported  out  of  the  rates.  I 
think  that  Clause  1,  the  absolute  manage- 
ment by  the  local  authorities  of 
all  schools  is  essential.  Secondly,  any 
attempt  to  impose  tests  on  teachers  or 
to  interfere  with  their  liberty  to  give 
or  not  to  give  Scripture  teaching. 
Thirdly,  any  attempt  to  set  up  a  ParUa> 
mentary  religion  and  to  enforce  it  on  the 
local  authorities.  This  measure  cannot 
be  described  as  confiscatory  or  a  spoliat- 
ing Bill,  any  more  than  the  Education 
(Scotland)  Act,  1872,  for  which  the 
noble  Duke  who  resumed  this  debate 
to-day  was  responsible  as  one  of  tha 
Cabinet.  That  Bill  confiscated,  witjioak 
one    penny    of    compensation,    all    the 

Earochial  schools  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
kud  and  transferred  them  to  the  newly- 
created  school  boards. 


*LoKD  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH :  I 

think  that  is  a  statement  which  the 
noble  Lord  will  have  some  difficulty  in 
supporting. 
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*LoBD  STANLEY  op  ALDERLEY  :  I 
liave  in  my  hand  the  extract  from 
Hansard  of  that  year.  An  Amendment 
was  moved  in  the  House  of  Commons 
against  the  taking  of  these  schools, 
and 

'Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
Which  schools  do  you  mean  1 

*LoED  STAMjEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
The  parish  schools. 

•LoBD  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
They  were  not  the  property  of  the 
Church. 

*LoED  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  dispute  with  my 
noble  friend  in  an  interlocutory  manner 
with  regard  to  this  point ;  but  these 
parochial  schools,  which  were  under 
heritors,  and  almost  entirely  managed 
locally  by  the  minister,  were  taken  away 
from  the  people  who  then  owned  them, 
and  transferred  to  a  new  body  which  was 
the  result  of  popular  election,  and  which 
was  under  no  obligation  whatever  to 
continue  any  form  of  Presbyterian  teach- 
ing in  those  schools.  That  is  quite 
enough  for  my  purpose.  That  shows 
an  absolute  diversion  of  trust  property 
from  one  set  of  owners  to  a  new  body, 
who  were  under  no .  obligation  in  the 
way  I  have  suggested. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  or  BURLEIGH: 
There  were  no  trusts  in  connection  with 
the  heritor's  or  parochial  schoob. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
I  am  not  going  to  prolong  my  speech  by 
discussing  side  issues  relating  to  Scottish 
education  with  the  noble  Lord.  The 
House  of  Commons  will  never  again  in 
another  jrear  deal  with  a  measure  of  such 
complexity,  and  therefore  I  warn  the 
House  of  the  danger  of  drifting  into  that 
secular  system  which  I  agree  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  country 
do  not  at  present  desire,  but  which,  if 
the  various  Churches  cannot  settle  their 
disputes,  they  may  welcome  as  a  counsel 
of  despair  in  their  desire  to  have  done 
with  confusion. 


♦Thb  lord  BISHOP  of  LONDON: 
My  Lords,  I  think  I  should  be  most 
ungrateful  if  I  did  not  recognise  on  the 
whole  the  conciliatory  spirit  displayed 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down, 
and  as  I  hope  to  set  the  example  of  rather  j 
shorter  speeches  I  propc»e  not  to  foUow  | 
Lord  Stanley  point  by  point,  and  certainlj  ! 
not  to  defend  the  noble  Duke.  I  had 
not  the  pleasure  of  hearing  his  speeches 
thirty  years  ago,  but  he  made  a  noble 
speech  to-night.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  whole  fallacy  in  regard  to  tests 
for  teachers  lies  in  confusing  tests  for  a  pro- 
fession  with  qualifications  for  the  work.  If 
the  noble  Lord  is  ready  to  allow  those  who 
teach  to  be  tested  as  the  curates  of  the 
Established  Church  are  tested,  we  shall 
be  quite  satisfied.  With  regard  to 
public  bodies,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  saj 
that  most  public  bodies  will  act  fairly, 
but  what  about  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  and  the  Councils  of  Wales  ? 
I  know  that  Nonconformists  honour 
the  Bible,  but  the  Church  brought  the 
Bible  to  England  and  taught  it  here 
centuries  before  there  were  any  Non- 
conformist bodies  at  alL  What  we 
want  b  a  free  teaching  of  the  Bible,  and 
not  the  Bible  edited  by  the  County 
Council.  As  to  religious  zeal,  if  there 
ever  was  a  man  fired  with  religious  zeal 
it  was  Dr.  Temple,  our  late  Archbishop. 
Having  answered  in  these  few  sentences 
some  of  the  points  raised  by  the  noble 
Lord  I  wish  very  temperately  to  explain 
what  our  grievance  is  in  this  matter. 

What  is  a  Chiistian  school  ?  In  speak- 
ing of  these  matters  T  feel  the  difficulty 
which  the  most  rev.  Primate  expressed 
yesterday.  These  things  are  so  sacred 
with  us  that  I  hesitate  to  speak  of  them 
even  in  so  sympathetic  an  Assembly  as 
this.  But  I  answer  the  question,  "  What 
is  a  Christian  school  ? "  not  in  the  words  of 
some  extreme  High  Churchman,  but  in 
the  words  of  the  Dean  of  Canterbury, 
who  may  be  said  to  be  the  leader  of  tbe 
Evangelical'  Pai  ty  in  many  respects.    He 


"  The  name  of  God  and  of  Christ  are  in  the 
forefront.  Everyone  knows  that  the  lebool 
was  established  by  the  Church  of  Christ,  b  the 
Name  of  Christ,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  tbe 
larobs  of  Christ's  flock  ;  and  thus  all  the 
cliildren  who  are  taught  in  it,  and  all  who 
work  in  it,  live,  as  it  were,  under  the  shadow 
of  the  creat  Name,  under  the  vault  of  that 
spiritnal  heaven  which  it  constitutes  ;  and, 
ncitwithstanding  their  imperfect  apprehensioa 
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and  realisation  of  all  that  it  involyes,  it  is  in 
tlie  main  hallowed  and  held  xnpreme.  That 
is  the  purpose  lor  wbi<-h  the  Chnrch  e«tablishes 
a  school,  just  as  it  is  the  purpose  for  which  she 
bnilds  chnrches." 

I  have  read  that  because  I  want  to  make 
as  mj  next  point  that  the  Evangelicals 
are  as  keen  about  these  Church  Christian 
schools  as  anyone  else.  In  our  dioceses  we 
are  always  dealing  with  various  clergy  of 
different  schools  of  thought,  and  during 
these  months  of  controversy  it  has  been 
one  of  the  few  redeeming  features  to  me 
that  Evangelical  and  High  Churchmen 
have  been  at  our  back  in  this  matter  side 
by  side. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  prove 
that  the  atmosphere  for  which  we  ask  is 
some  intolerant  sectarian  atmosphere.  I 
venture  to  say  that  that  attempt  has 
wholly  failed.  We  heard  some  years  ago 
a  great  deal  about  Gace's  Catechism,  but 
we  have  heard  nothing  of  it  for  the  last 
few  years.  We  cannot  discover  a  place 
where  Grace's  Catechism'  is  ever  used,  and 
we  firmly  believe  that  the  sale  of  it  was 
largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Libera- 
tion Society.  Again,  the  denominational 
aspect  of  the  school  has  this  meaning. 
We  believe,  in  starting  these  schools, 
that  you  should  not,  at  the  end  of  a 
child's  school  career,  leave  that  child  in 
the  air,  so  to  speak,  but  should  hand  it 
on  to  a  religious  society  which  shall 
carry  on  its  religious  education.  In 
saying  that  any  education  which  leaves 
the  child  in  the  air  on  leaving  school  is 
a  bad  one,  I  have  the  support  of  Dr. 
Dale,  the  great  Nonconformist  of  Birming- 
ham. Dr.  Dale  asserted  that  any  ex- 
planatioiT  of  the  Bible  which  could  be 
described  as  "undogmatic"  he  always 
regarded  with  distrust.  He  argued  that 
religious  teaching  which  would  not  be 
likely  "to  attach  the  children  to  any 
particular  denomination"  would  end  in 
detaching  them  from  all.  Undenomma- 
tional  teaching,  if  genuine,  he  believed 
wonld  ultimately  leave  men  without  a 
religion  at  all.  That  gives  us  the  answer 
to  the  question,  What  is  a  Christian 
schoon 

I  will  not  dwell  on  this,  because  I 
want  to  leave  out  all  the  points  which 
have  been  pressed  upon  your  Ixirdships 
already,  with  far  more  eloquence  than  I 
can  command.  For  vears  this  system 
has  been  carried  on  fey  voluntary  effort 
in  England.  I  have  gone  into  the 
statistics  as  far  as  I  can,  and  I  find  that 


the  amount  spent  has  been  about  £10,000 
a  week  for  ninety  years.  People  do  not 
spend  £10,000  a  week  for  ninety  years 
unless  it  is  for  something  which  is  very 
dear  indeed  to  them,  and  it  has  been 
proved  that  this  ideal  is  just  as  keenly 
attractive  in  the  slums  as  in  other  places. 
I  think  we  misunderstood  the  noble  Earl 
the  Lord  President.  At  first  I  thought 
that  in  his  speech  he  was  going  to  call  the 
Church  of  England  the  Church  of  the 
rich,  but  I  believe  we  misunderstood 
what  he  said,  because  I  am  certain  that 
in  his  fair-minded  way  he  would  be  the 
first  to  recognise  that  the  Church  of 
England  has  taken  the  lead  in  the  slums, 
and  may  more  fairly  be  described  as  the 
Church  of  the  slums.  There  are  tracts 
of  these  slums  where  there  is  no  one  else 
working  except  the  representatives  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Therefore,  when  I 
find  that  this  ideal  of  Christian  schools  is 
so  dear  to  the  poor  as  well  as  to  the  rich, 
it  gives  me  an  added  grievance  that  these 
school")  are  to  be  done  away  with. 

Perhaps  your  Lordships  will  permit  me 
to  give  a  concrete  instance.  I  went  down 
to  a  very  poor  district  in  London  not  long 
ago,  and  heard,  the  vicar  just  saying  to 
his  people — 

"  We  are  going  to  have  a  great  pletvaure  this 
week.  We  have  been  collecting  for  twenty 
yeaia  for  anew  wingto  oursohool.  This  wing 
will  be  opened  in  the  course  of  the  next  weeK 
or  fortnight." 

I  want  your  Lordships  to  picture  these 
people  in  that  poor  district  for  twenty 
years  giving  their  pennies  and  their  six- 
pences and  their  shillings  because  thoy 
loved  this  Christian  school  in  their  midst. 
We  opened,  only  a  few  years  ago,  a  school 
to  which  we  had  given  out  of  our  own 
pockets  £8,000.  Before  the  school  was 
opened,  it  was  full  in  anticipation,  because 
in  the  slums  of  Ea.st  London  they  love  to 
have  a  Christian  school.  This  ideal  still 
survives  in  14,000  cases  throughout  the 
country. 

I  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit  that  the 
ideal  breaks  down  in  two  points.  There 
are  two  grievances,  one  in  the  country 
and  one  in  the  towns.  The  noble  Duke 
has  dwelt  upon  both  of  thorn,  therefore  I 
will  only  spend  a  few  moments  in  dealing 
with  them.  It  is  a  grievance  that  the 
Nonconformists  in  the  country  should  not 
have  some  special  teacher  to  come  in  and 
teach  their  children  in  the  country  schools. 
Then  it  is  a  grievance  with  us    with 


•2  S  2 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1215  Education  {England 


{LORDS} 


and  Wales)  BiU. 


1216 


regard  to  the  1,000,000  town  children  in 
what  are  called  board  schools  that  we 
have  not  access  to  them.  No  one  recog- 
nises that  more  than  Mr.  Birrell  himself. 
In  an  excellent  article  in  the  "  Independent 
Review  "  in  1903,  he  says — 

"Thereare  more  than  1,000,000  children  of 
Chnrch  of  England  parentage  under  the 
operation  of  the  Cowper-Temple  Clause,  and 
80  prevented  from  being  instructed  in  Church 
principles  in  their  day  school.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  1,000,000  children  are  worth 
considering." 

Now  if  the  Government  had  come  in 
with  some  scheme  to  redress  those  two 
grievances,  I  would  have  supported  it 
with  all  my  heart.  We  have  done  our 
best  in  a  voluntary  way  to  redress  those 
grievances  ourselves.  In  SpitalCelds  it 
was  found  that  there  wore  100  Jewish 
children  in  a  Church  school.  Without 
asking  me  whether  he  might  or  not, 
because  he  knew  that  I  should  agree  with 
it,  the  rector  sent  over  to  the  Jewish 
Rabbi  and  asked  for  a  Jewish  teacher  to  be 
sent  to  teach  the  Jewish  children.  When 
we  hear  of  the  three  days  of  what  is 
called  "  simple  Bible  teaching,"  and  the 
two  days  of  denomina)iional  teaching, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  that 
represents  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
country  clergyman  to  be  fair  to  his  Non- 
conformist children.  If  he  teaches  the 
Catechism  chiefly  on  only  two  days,  it  is 
because  he  is  making  an  effort  to  be  fair 
to  the  Nonconformists,  so  that  they  shall 
withdraw  their  children  only  for  those 
two  days,  and  he  gives  on  the  other  three 
some  teaching  to  which  the  Nonconformist 
parents  cannot  object.  Therefore  I  feel 
with  the  noble  Duke  that  a  Bill  of  far 
less  magnitude  than  the  present  would 
have  redressed  the  grievances  which  I 
admit  in  those  two  respects.  If  the  Bill 
had  dealt  with  the  country  grievance 
and  with  the  grievance  of  the  towns,  I 
believe  it  would  have  been  a  most  useful 
and  blessed  measure. 

My  Lords,  what  has  happened  t  This 
Bill — ^and  this  is  why  I  say  that  the  whole 
Church  of  England  turns  ag.iinst  it  in  its 
present  shape  with  tremendous  indigna- 
tion and  a  deep  sense  of  wrong — by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen  alters  the  whole  character 
of  those  14,000  Christian  schools.  The 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  in 
another  place  said— and  he  was  not  con- 
tradicted—  that  if  the  Bill  passed,  in  no 
single  school  in  England  and  Wales 
would  any  parent  be  able  to  claim  his 
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legal  right    to  have  religious  teaching 

f'ven  to  his  children.  When  I  read  that, 
thought  for  a  moment  it  was  an  ex- 
aggerated statement,  but  on  thinking  it 
over  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Member  for  Cambridge  University 
was  perfectly  right.  In  no  single  school 
in  England  aAd  Wales  will  a  parent  be 
able  to  claim  the  right  to  have  religious 
teaching  given  to  his  children  at  all 
Therefore  I  need  not  dwell  any  further 
on  that  point. 

The  noble  Duke  has  shown  how 
public  management  would  have  been 
perfectly  consistent  with  leaving  denomi- 
national schools.  It  is  not  my  business 
to  point  out  the  inconsistency  of  the 
Bill,  especially  if  the  inconsistency 
was  meant  to  help  us.  But  how  is  it 
possible  for  Clause  4  to  be  reconciled  with 
Clause  1,  if  public  management  is  to  reign 
over  all  the  schools  ?  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  fit  Clause  ♦  into  Clause  1.  What 
I  desire  to  do,  in  the  few  minutes  during 
which  I  shall  further  trouble  your  Lard- 
ships,  is  to  point  out  the  unsatisfactory 
nature  of  the  substitute  which  is  to  be 
allowed  when  you  have  swept  away  our 
Church  schools.  I  am  not  going  to  say  a 
single  intemperate  word  about  Cowper- 
Temple  religion.  For  nine  years,  year 
after  year,  day  after  day,  I  have  stood 
with  Nonconformists  in  the  open  air  in 
East  London  fighting  for  our  common 
truths.  Therefore,  I  do  honour  to  those 
truths  which  are  common  to  us  all,  and 
before  which  Mr.  Gladstone  himself  said 
he  bowed  his  head — the  doctrine  of  the 
Incarnation,  the  Atonement,  and.  the  Holy 
Trinity. 

I  should  like,  in  passing,  to  say  how 
much  we  recognise  the  spirit  of  those 
Nonconformists  who  put  out  tho  manifesto 
the  other  day,  stating  that  the  teaching 
they  wished  n-as  not  to  be  inconsistent 
with  the  Ajjostles'  Creed.  My  point  is 
that  you  will  not  get  that  at  all  tmder 
this  Bill.  Of  course,  I  want  to  make  it 
dear  that  as  a  Church  we  have  never 
recognised  Cowper-Temple  religion  as  the 
normal  religion  as  being  satisfactory  at 
all.  Everyone  admits  that  it  loaves  out  the 
doctrine  of  the  sacraments  and  the  hittory 
of  the  Churc^h.  Tbere  has  been  an  attemp: 
to  make  out  that  we  acquiesced  in  it.  Tbo 
fact  is,  that  when  we  could  not  cover  the 
whole  ground  we  took  what  was  given  us 
and  worked  with  it  to  the  best  of  our 
power.     But  I  should  like  to  make  it 
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perfectly  plain  that  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land has  never  acquiesced  in  Cowper- 
Temple  religion  as  being  satisfactory  as 
the  normal  religion  of  the  country.  As 
the  most  rev.  Primate  pointed  out  in  an 
interruption  which  he  addressed  just  now 
to  the  noble  Lord,  the  teachers  who  have 
given  this  excellent  teaching  which  has 
been  spoken  of  under  the  school  boards 
were  trained  in  our  denominational 
colleges,  and  the  teaching  under  the 
school  board  has  been  kept  up  to  a  higher 
level  by  the  competition,  or  by  the  exis- 
tence side  by  side,  of  the  denominational 
schools.  I  do  not  know  whether  your 
Lordships  have  noticed  it,  but  I  have  my- 
self noticed  a  down-grade  tendency  in  the 
Cowper-Temple  teaching  ever  since  it  was 
started  years  ago.  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Cowper-Temple  himself  would  have 
\>em  absolutely  astonished  if  he  had 
been  told  that  Cowper-Temple  teaching 
would  ever  be  understood  to  be  either 
reading  the  Bible  without  note  or 
comment,  or  something  which  was  "  not 
to  be  inconsistent " — I  quote  these  words 
from  the  debate  in  another  place — "  with 
the  religion  of  the  saintly  Martineau  or 
the  holy  Channing";  in  other  words, 
with  Unitarianism.  Whatever  those 
who  started  it  meant,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  teachers  who 
teach  it  feel  hampered  in  their  teaching, 
and  are  prevented  from  imparting  any 
definite  dogmatic  truth,  for  fear  of  acting 
against  the  clause.  Therefore  I  cannot 
at  all  admit  that  the  substitute  which  is 
to  he  given,  by  which  Cowper  Temple 
religion  is  to  be  forced  upon  all  schools 
as  the  normal  religion,  satisfies  me  in  the 
least. 

That  being  so,  I  am  left  with  the 
facilities.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that 
the  denominational  teaching  is  not  to  be 
given  by  the  teachers.  This  Bill  is 
called  a  charter  of  freedom  for  the 
teacher.  It  is  a  charter  of  tyranny  for 
many  teachers  who  bitterly  resent  having 
their  mouths  closed.  Children  need  not 
attend  the  educational  instruction,  and 
the  whole  thing  is  at  the  mercy  of  the 
local  authority,  who  may  not  t.ike  over  the 
school  at  all.  Therefore,  when  I  come 
to  facilities,  I  find  very  little  comfort 
in  them.  My  Christian  school  is  swept 
away  before  my  eyes.  Clause  4  may 
apply  to  a  few  of  our  schoo's,  but  the 
most  rev.  Primate  has  pointed  out  how 
amall  the  number  will  be  even  at  its 


best.  If  the  Jews  are  to  save  100  per 
cent,  of  their  schools,  and  the  Eoman 
Catholics  nearly  one  half  of  theirs,  while 
we  save  only  25  per  cent,  of  ours,  I 
should  like  to  ask  why  it  is  that  we,  who 
have  done  so  much  in  our  humble  way 
for  the  religion  of  the  country,  are  to  he 
singled  out  to  be  penalised  more  than 
every  other  body  under  Clause  4  1 

Then  I  come  to  my  next  point.  I  am 
glad  to  see  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  in  his  place,  because  I  am 
going  to  appeal  to  him,  for  whose  sense 
of  justice  and  honour  I  have  the  greatest 
possible  regard.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the 
tact  that  under  this  Bill  that  school 
which  we  opened  five  years  ago,  and  on 
which  we  spent  £8  000  out  of  our  own 
pockets,  if  we  do  not  choose  to  come 
under  this  Bill,  is  to  be  taken  away  from 
us  by  the  Commission  of  Three  1  I  have 
read  the  Bill  over  and  over  again,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  supposing  I,  as  a  trustee 
for  a  great  many  schools  in  London,  do 
not  see  my  way  to  hand  over  those  schools 
under  this  Bill,  holding  them  as  I  do  on 
a  trust  before  God,  I  am  to  come  before 
the  Commission  of  Three — composed  of 
able  and  honourable  men  though  we 
know  it  is,  but  who  can  only  administer 
the  law — and  be  forced  to  hand  over 
that  new  school  in  Bethnal  Green,  which 
is  only  a  type  of  l^undreds  in  the  country. 
If  that  is  so,  I  say  that  it  is  an  act  of 
intolerable  tyranny  and  injustice. 

Lastly,  my  Lords,  I  object  to  the  Bill 
because  it  throws  down  an  apple  of  dis- 
cord at  every  election  throughout  the 
country.  I  find  a  great  number  of  people 
not  particularly  keen  about  the  Bill  whom 
you  might  have  expected  to  support  it. 
I  find  that  a  leading  Nonconformist  in 
another  place  said  that  he  was  not  very 
sanguine  of  the  Bill  becoming  law,  and 
personally  he  would  not  break  his  heart 
if  it  did  not,  so  long  as  Clause  4  remained 
in  it.  Dr.  Clifford's  Vigilance  Committee 
makes  this  statement.  It  registered  its 
protest  against  the  acceptance  of  the 
Education  Bill  of  1906  as  a  settlement 
of  the  question,  and  expressed  the  pro- 
found conviction  of  a  large  number  of 
Liberals  and  Nonconformists  that  it  leaves 
several  of  the  gi-avest  wrongs  inflicted  on 
the  country  by  the  Act  of  1902  unre- 
dressed— and  so  on  through  a  long  Resolu- 
tion. I  know  the  mind  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  therefore  if  all  these  bodies 
disagree  with  and  throw  over  the  Bill, 
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what  an  apple  of  discoid  you  are  throw- 
ing down  in  every  municipal  election 
throughout  the  country  by  passing  this 
measure!  The  introduction  of  this  Bill 
can  only  be  justified  if  it  is  going  to 
appease  religious  strife  and  settle  the 
religious  difficulty.  But  if,  as  I  look 
into  it,  I  find  that  it  produces  more 
religious  war,  and  does  not  settle  the 
religious  difficulty  at  all,  I  only  hesitate 
to  press  for  its  rejection  on  the  under- 
standing that  we  shall  be  perfectly  free  in 
the  autumn  to  open  up  this  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  destruction  of  our  Church 
schools,  and  that,  if  the  nation  does 
decide  that  they  are  to  be  destroyed,  we 
shall  discover  a  substitute  more  in  accord- 
ance with  justice  and  religious  equity 
than  is  provided  by  the  present  Bill. 

Viscount  HALIFAX  :  My  Lords,  we 
have  been  told  several  times  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  that  this  ia  a  Bill  for  placing 
elementary  education  under  popular  con- 
trol. I  venture  to  say  that  it  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  This  Bill  cannot  be  a  BiU 
for  placing  elementary  education  under 
popular  contr&l  if  elementary  education 
be  what  is  contemplated  by  the  Bill, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  this  has 
already  been  done  by  the  Bill  of  1902. 
The  local  authority  has  at  this  moment 
the  complete  control  of  the  secular  edu- 
cation given  in  all  the  elementary  schools 
of  the  country.  Does  the  Lord  President 
deny  that  1  No  teacher  can  be  appointed 
in  any  of  those  schools  of  whose  efficiency 
in  regard  to  the  secular  instruction  the 
local  authority  is  not  satisfied.  Every 
teacher  who  is  found  inefficient  in  regard 
to  secular  education  can  be  dismissed  by 
the  local  authority.  No  child  may  be 
refused  admission  to  ,the  school,  even 
though  it  does  not  belong  to  the  religious 
denomination  owning  the  school.  The 
conscience  clause  withdrawing  such  child 
from  religious  instruction  to  which  its 
parents  may  object  is  of  universal  obliga- 
tion. The  local  authority  can  order  what 
alterations  it  desires  in  the  structure  of 
the  school  building.  There  is  only  one 
thing  the  local  authority  cannot  do — it 
cannot  object  to  the  appointment  of  a 
teacher,  or  insist  on  the  dismissal  of  a 
teacher  of  whose  efficiency  in  regard  to 
secular  instruction  no  complaint  can  be 
made.  But  since  this  Bill  expressly  ex- 
cludes religious  teaching  from  school 
hours,  and  proclaims  an  absolute  indiffer- 
ehce  as  to  the  religious  opinions  of  the 
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teachers,  whether  they  have  any 
religious  convictions  or  none,  and  leaves 
it  free  to  the  teachers  to  decline 
to  give  religious  instruction,  it  is  not 
open  to  the  Government  to  say  that  this 
exception,  or  the  control  by  the  managers 
of  the  religious  teaching  given  in  the 
school,  in  any  degree  diminishes  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  popular  control  at  present 
possessed  by  the  local  authority  over  the 
elementary  education  of  the  country  as 
contemplated  by  this  Bill.  No,  my  Lords, 
this  Bill  is  not  a  Bill  for  placing  elementary 
education  as  defined  by  the  Bill  under 
popular  control ;  it  is  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
education  in  its  relation  to  religion,  and  I 
desire  to  draw  your  Lordships'  attention 
to  the  nature  of  the  proposals  to  which 
you  are  asked  to  assent. 

Now,  my  Lords,  to  judge  those  pro- 
posals, there  is  one  preliminary  question 
which  must  be  settled.  It  is  this: 
what  do  we  mean  by  education  1 
We  mean,  the  training  of  the  children's 
faculties,  their  instruction  in  all  useful 
and  necessary  knowledge,  their  equipment 
with  the  necessary  means  of  getting  on  in 
life ;  but  is  that  all  we  mean  ?  £s  that  all  we 
desire  for  our  children  1  Surely  we 
desire  something  more  than  this.  Do 
we  not  desire  the  correction  of  what  is 
bad  in  them,  and  the  drawing  out  of  what 
is  good  t  We  desire  the  lormation  of 
their  character.  We  desire  that  oar 
children  should  grow  up  into  good  men 
and  women,  men  and  women  who  shall 
so  play  their  part  here  as  to  fit  them  for 
that  eternal  rature  which  awaits  us  all 
hereafter.  In  other  words,  we  beUeve 
that  education  to  deserve  the  name 
must  be  religious.  And  the  whole 
question  resolves  itself  into  how,  in  view 
of  our  imhappy  religious  differences,  the 
religious  character  of  any  system  of 
compulsory  elementary  education  is  to  be 
preserved  consistently  with  the  rights  of 
conscience.  If  we  were  all  agreed  as  to 
what  was  essential  religious  teaching,  the 
difficulty  would  vanish.  The  rel^ous 
teaching  accepted  by  all  as  essential 
would  be  given  to  alL  But  this  is, 
unfortunately,  not  the  case.  It  is  because 
it  is  not  the  case  the  difficulty  arises,  and 
it  is  that  fact  which  constitutes  the 
difficulty  felt  by  the  Bishop  of  Bipon  in 
his  eloquent  speech  last  night.  In  view 
of  the  actual  circumstances  is  it  not 
obvious  that  if  any  compulsory  system  of 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


1221        Education  {England        {2  August  1906}  and  Wales)  BHi, 

education  is  to  remain  religious,  without 
doing  vielence  to  the  rights  of  conscience 
it  can  only  be,  as  Lord  Salisbury  said  last 
night,  by  a  frank  recognition  on  the  part 
of  the  State  of  the  rights  and  wishes  of 
the  parents  whose  chilo^en  it  compels  to 
go  to  its  schools,  and  by  maintaining  a 
friendly  but  impartial  attitude  as  regards 
the  religious  teaching  of  all  the  different 
churches  and  denominations  alike.  I  do 
not  see  how  this  can  be  seriously  denied. 
Yet  this  is -precisely  what  this  Bill  does 
not  do. 

Consider,  first,  how  this  Bill  deals  with 
the  religious  character  of  education  in 
general,  and  next  how  it  treats  the  rights 
of  conscience.  I  will  not  detain  your 
Lordshira  by  going  through  the  details 
of  the  Bill ;  they  have  been  dismissed 
already,  and  there  will  be  further 
opposition  for  dismissing  them  at  another 
time.  But  no  one  in  the  face  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  can  deny  that  such 
recognition  as  the  Bill  gives  to  religion 
in  its  connection  with  education  is  of 
the  most  grudging  and  unsatisfactory 
character.  Religion  by  this  Bill  is 
treated  as  the  thing  of  the  least  importance 
in  the  elementary  schools  of  the  country. 
I  do  not  think  that  can  be  denied. 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  turn  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  Bill  deals  with  the  rights 
of  conscience,  more  particularly  with  the 
rights  of  conscience  of  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  England  and  of  the  Koman 
Catholic  body.  We  hare  been  told  that 
Clause  1  is  the  Bill.  By  Clause  1  the 
Bill  destroys  at  one  blow  all  the  denomi- 
national Schools  of  the  country,  for  the 
exceptional  and  limited  facilities  given 
by  subsequent  clauses  for  denominational 
teaching  in  some  of  the  existing  schools 
do  not  apply  to  new  schools,  and  are 
quite  illusory  and  insufficient.  And 
farther,  it  establishes  in  those  schools 
—that  is  in  Anglican  and  Roman  Catholic 
schools — the  very  kind  of  religious 
teaching  those  schools  were  built  to 
exclude.  I  would  ask  you  to  consider 
the  injustice  of  such  proposals.  What 
has  the  Church  of  England,  what  has  the 
Roman  Catholic  body  done  to  deserve 
such  treatment  t 

Long  before  the  State  concerned  itself 
about  education,  it  was  the  Church  of 
England,  as  the  most  rev.  Primate  has 
reminded  ua,  that  first  took  up  the  cause 
of  elementary  education  throughout  the 
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country.  Well  might  Mr.  Mundella  say, 
as  he  did  in  ParUament  in  1870,  and 
Mr.  Mundella  was  a  Radical  of  the 
Radicals — 

"  that  the  Chnrcb  seboola  had  done  a  noble 
work,  which  Parliament  had  neglected  to  do," 

Adding  that — 

"  after  all  the  clergy  were  the  best  friends 
of  education." 

Your  Lordships  know  the  efforts  that 
have  been  made  since  1870,  the  millions 
that  hava  been  raised  by  private  effort  to 
maintain  the  denominational  schools  and 
to  make  those  schools  efficient.  And  I 
ask  why,  in  the  face  of  such  a  re- 
cord, are  those  schools  to  be  des- 
troyed ?  Why  are  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  why  are  the 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  body, 
who  have  done  so  much  for  education 
in  the  past,  to  be  deprived  of  the 
religious  teaching  in  their  schools 
which  those  schools  were  built  to  main- 
tain %  There  is  only  one  answer  to  that 
question,  ai.d  it  has  been  given  by  the 
Prime  Minister  himself.  It  is  not  because 
those  schools  are  inefiicient,  it  is  not  be- 
cause persons  have  complained  of  them, 
it  is  because  it  is  the  deliberate  and 
avowed  intention  of  the  Government  to 
destroy  the  denominational  schools — 
your  Lordships  will  forgive  me  for  using 
hard  words — in  order  to  please  thle 
political  Nonconformists.  I  defy  any 
member  of  the  Government  to  deny 
it.  What  did  the  Prime  Minister 
say  on  June  27th  in  the  House  of 
Commons — 

"  This,"  he  said,  "  is  an  undenominational 
Bill,  setting  up  an  undenominational  system." 
...  It  would  be  a  false  Bill  if  it  were  to  the 
mind  of  the  denominationalists." 

Mr.  Birrell.  Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Lloyd-Ueoige  have  all  said  the  same 
thing.  My  Lords,  who  are  the  supporters 
of  denominational  religious  teaching  t 
Roughly  speaking,  the  Church  of  England 
and  the  Roman  Uatholics.  Who  support 
undenominational  teaching  1  With  the 
exception  of  some  of  the  Wesleyans,  all 
the  Nonconformists.  There  can  be  no 
illusion  on  the  subject,  the  Bill  is  not  a 
Bill  to  remedy  any  legitimate  grievance 
the  Noncontormist  may  possess,  unless  the 
existence  oi  any  denominational  school 
is  a  grievaijce  in  the  eyes  of  Noncon- 
formists. The  only  shadow  of  a  griev- 
ance they  possess  is  in  single-school 
districts,  a  grievance  which  could  easily 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


1223  Educaiion  (Englomd         {LORDS} 


be  remedied  without  injury  and  injustice 
to  anyone.  This  is  a  Bill  which  deliber- 
ately and  of  set  purpose  attacks  the 
schools  of  the  Church  of  England 
and  those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  body. 
Mr.  Birrell  himself  appears  so  conscious 
of  the  injustice  and  inconsistency  of  hi^s 
proposals,  that  he  has  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  show  that  the  undenominational 
religious  teaching  set  up  by  the  Bill  is  not 
the  religion  of  Nonconformists.  I  think 
the  President  of  the  Council  and 
certainly  Lord  Burghclere  said  some- 
thing to  the  same  effect  last  night. 
It  may  not  be  the  religion  of  IVion- 
conformists ;  it  certainly  is  the  religious 
instruction  of  which  they  approve. 


The  facts  of  the  case  disprove  Mr. 
Birrell's  theories.  One  example  out 
of  many  which  is  within  my  own 
knowledge  will  ba  sufficient.  The 
Nonconformists  in  Leeds  had  formerly 
some  sixteen  schools  of  their  own. 
How  many  have  they  now  ?  Not 
one.  They  surrendered  their  schools  one 
after  another  to  the  local  school  boards. 
They  did  this  either  because  they  were 
too  indifferent  as  to  the  religious  educa- 
tion of  their  children  to  make  the  slightest 
sacrifice  on  its  behalf,  or  because  they 
were  satisfied  that  the  sort  of  religious 
instruction  they  desired  would  be  given 
at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayer  .  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  latter  reason  is  the  true 
one.  The  Nonconformists  at  Lei-ds 
surrendered  their  sixteen  schools  when 
they  found  they  could  get  for  their  chil- 
dren at  the  public  expense  the  sort  of 
religious  instruction  they  wanted.  Other 
Nonconformist  bodies  have  done  the  same 
thing  all  over  the  country,  and,  having 
succeeded  in  establishing  and  endowing 
their  own  undenominational  religious 
teaching  out  of  the  rates,  they  now  refuse 
any  share  of  the  rates  and  any  recognition 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  the  denomi- 
national teaching  to  which  they  object. 
The  plain  truth  is,  and  this  Bill  is  the 

5 roof  of  it,  however  much  they  may 
islike  its  being  said,  that  the  Non- 
conformist leaders  supported  by  the 
present  Government,  want  to  deprive  ail 
the  religious  bodies  with  which  they  are 
not  in  agreement  of  their  right  to  have 
definite  religious  instruction  in  the 
schools  those  religious  bodies  have  built, 
and,  utilising  the  dread  of  more  secular 
education,  demand    that   the    religious 
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instruction  they  themselves  favour  shall 
be  given  in  all  schools  at  the  expense  of 
the  public. 


And  now,  my  Lords,  allow  me  to 
turn  to  what  is  the  heart  of  the  Bill,  to 
the  question  of  what  this  undenomina- 
tional religion  is,  which  henceforth  is  to 
be  endowed  by  the  State  and  which  the 
Government  propose  to  establish  in  all 
the  Church  schools  of  the  country.  My 
Lords,  I  would  ask  you  to  bear  with  me 
for  a  few  moments,  for  this  is  the  point 
on  which  the  whole  issue  turns.  Un- 
denominational religious  teaching  is,  we 
are  told  by  the  supporters  of  the  Bill, 
those  simple  truths  which  the  Protestant 
bodies  are  supposed  to  hold  la  commoa 
Those  truths  do  not  include  belief  in  a 
priesthood  and  a  regard  for  the  Sacra- 
ments. Komin  Catholics,  Mr.  Bryce 
informs  us,  hold  these  doctrines.  They 
believe  in  a  priesthood,  and  they  value 
the  Sacraments.  Every  consideration, 
therefore,  says  Mr.  Bryce,  ought  to 
be  shown  for  their  convictions,  but 
such  doctrines  are  not  the  doctrines 
of  the  Church  of  England.  I 
would  refer  your  Lordships  to  the 
opening  questions  of  the  Church 
Catechism  to  show  the  falsity  of  that 
statement.  The  statements  of  the 
Catechism  in  regard  to  the  Sacraments 
— I  note  in  passing,  that  the  Church  of 
England  declares  these  Sacraments  "to 
bo  generally  necessary  to  salvation," 
and  insists  that  all  her  children  before 
they  come  to  Confirmation  shall  be  in- 
structed in  the  Catechism — are  according 
to  Mr.  Bryce,  "metaphysical  and  theo- 
logical" definitions  incomprehensible  to 
the  simple  mind  of  a  child,  and  the  only 
form  of  Christian  teaching  that  couM 
properly  be  given  to  a  child  was  com- 
prised in  those  few  fundamental  truths  in 
wiiich  all  Protestant  bodies  were  agreed ; 
those  fundamental  truths  being  the  kind- 
ness and  goodness  of  the  Creator,  the 
duty  to  love  Him,  and  keep  His  Com- 
mandments, and  the  sacred  precepts  of 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  My  Lords, 
a  Jew  or  a  Mahommedan  might  say  as 
much  ;  yet  it  is  this  practical  Unitarianism 
masquerading  under  the  name  of  simple 
Christian  teaching  which  it  is  the  object 
of  this  Bill  to  substitute  for  the  definite 
Christian  instruction,  as  set  out  in 
the  Church  Catechism,  our  schools 
were  built  to  maintain  and  teach. 


Viscount  Halifax. 
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Let  me  emphasiae  the  point,  for  it  is  all- 
important.  Undenominational  religious 
teaching,  I  say  it  deliberately,  is  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  in  its  tendency  and 
effect  Unitarian  religious  teaching.  Every- 
thing said  in  and  out  of  Parliament  about 
this  Bill  proves  it  up  to  the  hilt.  It  is 
not  what  is  read  of  the  Bible  that  is  at 
fault,  it  is  what  is  left  out,  and  it  is  the 
effect  of  what  is  left  out  that  is  so  fatal 
to  the  character  of  the  teaching  given 
under  the  Cowper-Temple  clause.  So 
far  as  undenominational  religious  teach- 
ing in  the  past  has  preserved  any  of  the 
salt  of  Christianity,  it  is  due  to  two 
facts,  first,  that  the  great  majority  of 
teachers  in  board  or  council  schools  have 
hitherto  been  trained  in  training 
colleges  belonging  to  the  Church;  secondly, 
that  the  existence  of  Church  schools  in 
which  definite  religious  instruction  was 
given,  side  by  side  with  the  board  schools, 
h&s  kept  up  the  standard  of  the  religious 
instruction  given  in  the  latter.  Neither 
of  these  securities  will  continue  if  this 
Bill  becomes  law.  Church  schools  will 
cease  to  exist,  undenominationalism  will 
be  taught  in  all  schools,  and  the  training 
coUeges  are  directly  threatened.  Read- 
ing of  the  bible  as  a  literary  or  an 
ethical  lesson  may  continue,  but  what 
will  that  be  worth  1  Mr.  Asquith  has 
recently  told  us  in  the  interests  of  such 
Bible  teaching  that  the  Bible  is  the 
greatest  masterpiece  of  English  literature. 
Yes,  my  Lords,  it  is  ihat,  but  it  is  some- 
thing more,  and  it  is  just  that  in  it  which 
makes  it  more  than  a  mere  masterpiece 
of  English  literature,  that  signifies  to  us. 
Mr.  Asquith  has  also  been  good  enough 
to  tell  us  what  the  religious  teaching  is, 
as  opposed  to  "controversial  dogma," 
which  he  understands  by  "  simple  Bible 
teaching,"  and  which  he  wishes  taught  to 
little  children.  It  is  "to  fear  God,  to 
serve  the  State,  to  hate  injustice,  to  love 
their  neighbour,  and  to  do  their  duty  with 
all  their  might."  In  what  does  this 
differ  from  Unitarianism  1  And  it  is 
this  teaching  which  has  nothing  dis- 
tinctively Christian  about  it,  which  some 
peoide  support,  and  like  to  call  simple 
fundamental  Christian  teaching.  It 
would  be  better  to  try  to  be  intelligent 
and  honest,  and  say  at  once  as  Mr. 
Goldwin  Smith  has  been  saying  in  his 
new  book :  "  Christian  dogma  is  built  on 
belief  in  the  Incarnation  and  the  Atone- 
ment ;  that  the  inferences  of  science  are 
fatal  to  dogmatic  Christianity,"  but  that 


because  we  reject  the  Incarnation  and 
the  Atonement,  we  by  no  means,  reject 
Christianity,  since  the  "  Essence  of 
Christianity  is  belief  in  the  Fatherhood  of 
God,  and  the  brotherhood  of  man."  Again 
practical  Unitarianism.  Mr.  Goldwin 
Smith  is,  indeed,  profoundly  right  when 
he  goes  on  to  sny  that  the  authority  of 
conscience  is,  and  must  be,  religious.  And 
that  apart  from  religion  all  that  is  left  us 
is  "a  domination  oi  self-interest  without 
regard  for  moral  considerations,"  but  Mr. 
Goldwin  Smith  because  he  says  that, 
though  we  may  hope  that  he  is  on  the 
way  to  Damascus,  is  not,  and  does  not 
profess  to  be  a  Christian,  and  belief  in 
the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brother- 
hood of  man  does  not  constitute 
Christianity. 

But,  indeed,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  labour  the  point.  We  have  it 
clearly  confessed  by  its  supporters  what 
this  undenominational  religious  teaching, 
what  this  simple  Bible  reading  really  is. 
What  did  Mr.  Herbert  Paul  say  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Monday  1  I 
apologise  to  your  Lordships  for  alluding  to 
such  a  person,  but  Mr.  Herbert  Paul, 
who  began  his  career  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  abusing  those  of  his  country- 
men who  had  fought  for  England  in 
South  Africa  has  continued  his  career  by 
abusing  the  Church,  and  the  other  day, 
he  told  us  that  simple  undenominational 
teaching  was  "  religious  teaching  in  those 
simple  religious  principles  upon  which 
Protestants  are  agreed,  and  which  many 
Free-thinkers  have  no  objection  should  l>e 
taught  their  children."  Mr.  Herbert  Paul 
informed  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
same  occasion  that  "  the  Bishop  of 
London  was  the  most  innocent  of  Gkxi's 
creatures,  though  his  innocence  was  as 
much  mental  as  moral,"  in  other  words 
that  he  was  a  fool,  because  he  had 
asserted  his  conviction  that  the  Church 
of  England  would  never  acquiesce  in  such 
undenominational  teaching.  No  one  will 
aceuse  Mr.  Herbert  Paul  of  innocence, 
either  mental  or  moral,  but  he  was 
certainly  lacking  in  the  guile  of  the 
serpent  when  he  defined  undenomi- 
national religion  as  being  the  kind 
of  teaching  "  which  Free-thinkers 
think  suitable  for  their  children."  The 
members  of  the  Unitarian  body  have 
also  recently  been  saying  that  undenomi- 
national instruction  is  a  foundation 
agreeable  to  themselves  on  which  persona 
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who  do  not  agree  with  them  may  build 
such  other  things  as  they  like.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  is  a  foundation  agreeable 
to  the  Unitarian  body,  but  it  is  not  the 
foundation  on  which  Christianity  reposes, 
it  is  not  a  foundation  consistent  with  the 
Christianity  of  the  Christian  Church  ;  and 
to  accept  it,  or  to  acquiesce  in  any  com- 
promise in  regard  to  it  in  Church  schools, 
would  be  a  oetrayal  of  the  faith  and 
fatal  to  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the 
children  of  the  poor.  There  is  no  book 
that  requires  so  much  explanation  as  the 
Bible.  Everybody  is  not  qualified  to 
explain  the  Bible.  "  The  Church  to  teach, 
the  Bible  to  prove."  Simple  Bible  teach- 
ing as  handed  down  by  the  Church  is 
what  has  to  be  preserved  in  our  schools. 
But  it  is  precisely  such  teaching,  hitherto 
given  in  Church  schools  by  trained 
teachers  in  school  hours,  under  adequate 
authority,  which  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  is  to  be  forbidden. 

My  Lords  it  was  an  Apostle  who  said 
"No  scripture  is  of  private  interpreta- 
tion." It  is  the  Church  of  England  which 
declares  in  the  Articles  that  "  the  Church 
is  the  keeper  and  witness  of  Holy  Writ " ; 
but  this  Bill  leaves  the  teaching  of  the 
Bible  to  teachers  whose  fitness  for  the 
task  is  to  be  determined,  if  at  all,  by  local 
authorities  and  county  councils,  who,  as 
a  noble  Lord  opposite.  Lord  Stanley  of 
Alderley,  has  very  justly  remarked,  seem 
likely  to  be  invested  by  this  Bill  "  with 
the  authority  of  the  Qeneral  Councils  of 
the  Church.*^ 

My  Lords,  it  is  impossible  to 
discuss  this  question  adequately  with- 
out entering  into  these  theological  con- 
siderations. I  beg  your  Lordships  to 
forgive  me  for  having  done  so,  but  these 
things  must  be  said  and  it  is  perhaps  as 
well  that  a  layman  should  say  them. 

Let  me  turn  for  one  moment  to  what  is 
more  a  layman's  province,  that  is  to  one 
practical  aspect  of  this  question.  Your 
Lordships  will  have  noticed  that  in  the 
Return  of  the  religious  instruction  given  in 
board  and  council  schools  it  is  an  almost 
universal  condition  that  no  attempt  be 
made  to  attach  the  children  to  any 
religious  denomination.  I  do  not  quarrel 
with  such  a  provision  in  such  schools.  I 
refer  to  it  to  show  the  necessary  insuffici- 
ency, to  use  no  harsher  word,  of  unde- 
nominational religious  teaching  and  more 
especially  to  show  one  of  its   practical 
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results.    The  whole  efl'ect  of  that  teadi- 
ing,  and  the  better  such  teaching  is  the 
more  certain  its  efi^t,  is  to  create  "  un- 
attached Christians."      The  children,  so 
taught,  go  out  into  the  world  ;  they  come 
up,  we  will  say  to  London ;  they  are  al(Hie 
in  this  vast  town ;  they  are  exposed  to  all 
its  dangers  and  temptations.    What  could 
you  most  wish  for  a  son  or  daughter  of 
your  own  under    such    circumstances  t 
Would  it  not  be    that    their    previous 
religious  training — and    remember,  my 
Lord^,  that  there  are  masses  of  children 
who,  if  they  do  not  get  religious  training 
in  school,  will  get  it  nowhere — would  it 
not  be,  I  say,  that  their  religious  training 
should,  amongst  other  things,  be  such  u 
would  throw  them  as  a  matter  of  course 
amongst  the  members  of  a  church  or  some 
religious  denomination  who    would  be 
likely  to  look  after  them,  and  be  just  the 
people  to    help    them   and    keep  them 
straight  in  the   way   they   should  gol 
Simple  Christain  teaching,  simple  Bible 
teaching,  call  it  which  you  like,  which 
does  not  attach  children    to    some  re- 
ligious body  is  practically  of  little  use 
in   the    circumstances   I  am   describing. 
Yet  this  is  the  religious  teaching  which  is 
henceforth  to  be  universal. 

It  mav  be  right  to  pay  for  such  s 
mutilated  Christianity  for  those  who 
prefer  it,  so  long  as  equal  facilities  and 
equal  assistance  are  accorded  to  definite 
Christian  teaching  in  the  schools  of  the 
Church.  We  have  done  so  in  the  case  of 
the  board  and  council  schools,  but  the 
Church  can  never  accept  it  for  herself. 
It  is  a  very  insecure  foundation.  Do 
those  who  make  such  a  proposal  the 
least  understand  the  state  of  religious 
thought  at  the  present  time  1  Have 
they  the  least  idea  of  the  consequences 
which  must  ensue  from  the  adoption  of 
such  a  principle  1  Do  they  know  in  the 
least  the  dangers  to  which  Christian  be- 
lief at  the  present  moment  is  exposed  1 
I  ask  the  question  in  all  seriousness ;  it 
is  one  that  demands  an  answer. 

Before  sitting  down  let  me  pause  for 
one  moment  on  less  important  matters. 
1  should  like  to  ask  His  Majesty's 
Government,  if  undenominational  religion 
is  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  rates  and 
taxes,  why  not  denominational  religious 
teaching  1  All  pay  rates,  all  pay  taxes. 
Why  are  these  to  be  used  for  the  support 
of  one  kind  of  religion  and  not  for  the 
support  of  the  other  1    Why  are  members 
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of  the  Church  of  England  and  Roman 
Catholics  who  pay  more  than  half  the 
rates,  to  be  forced  to  pay  not  only  for  a 
system  of  religious  instruction  of  which 
they  disapprove,  but  also  to  be  made  to 
pay  for  having  this  religious  instruction 
of  which  they  disapprove  forced  into 
their  own  schools,  schools  expressly  built 
to  exclude  it  1  Again,  I  would  ask  has 
a  parent  the  right  to  have  his  child  in- 
structed in  the  religion  he  himself 
believes  and  approves  of,  or  has  he  not  t 
Liberty  of  conscience  would  seem  to  de- 
mand it,  yet  this  Bill  refuses  this  liberty. 
In  all  County  Council  Provided  schools 
where  religious  instruction  is  given  at 
all  this  undenominational  religion  is 
now  all  that  may  be  taught  Church 
parents  demand  a  right  of  entry  into 
these  schools  that  their  children  may 
be  taught  the  Church  Catechism  by 
Church  teachers.     The  Bill  says — 

"  No,  you  shall  not,  and  we  shall  no  longer 
kllow  yon  to  have  your  children  taui;lit  even 
in  yoor  own  schools  in  the  way  that  you 
desiro." 

My  Lords,  I  say  emphatically  that 
unless  justice  and  the  rights  of  con- 
science are  mere  idle  woras,  things  to 
be  disregarded  when  it  is  convenient, 
to  be  insisted  upon  only  when  they 
apply  to  yourself,  and  to  be  ignored 
when  they  apply  to  others,  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  ignore  the  sacred  rights  of 
Christian  children  and  Christian  parents, 
outrage  the  rights  of  conscience,  and 
flatly  contradict  those  principles  of 
justice  to  which  appeal  is  so  constantly 
made  in  words,  but  which  so  far  as  this 
Bill  is  concerned,  are  so  entirely  dis- 
rwarded  in  practice.  We  have  been 
mi  that  the  object  of  an  Education 
Bill  ought  to  be  to  place  all  religious 
bodies  on  an  equal  footing — that  is  pre- 
dseiy  what  this  Bill  does  not  do. 

"  I  have  always  believed," 

Mr.  Asquith  said  only  last  Monday — 

"  that  any  acbeme  for  a  settlement  foanded 
on  ininstice  is  a  settlement  foanded 'on  the 
«and.^ 

That  is  precisely  what  the  Bill  is.  Let  us 
have  equal  justice  in  all  schools,  whether 
council  schools  or  others ;  let  the  Govern- 
ment give  effect  to  the  principle  and  we 
ahall  be  nearer  agreement  than  we  are  at 
present. 

My  Lords,  this  Bill  is  impossible  in 
anyuiing  like  its  present  shape,  and  can 


never  pass  unless  radically  amended. 
Those  who  oppose  this  Bill  are  not  pre- 
pared to  see  the  definite  Christianity  of 
the  creeds  banished  from  the  land.  They 
are  not  prepar&l  to  see  our  trust-deedA 
torn  up,  the  property  we  have  devoted 
to  the  spread  oi  Clirist's  religion  con- 
fiscated. They  would  deem  themselves 
traitors  to  the  faith  if  they  abandoned 
the  elementary  right  to  have  the 
children  of  the  country  taught  the  faith 
'  once  delivered  to  the  saints '  by  the 
lips  of  their  natural  instructors,  and  as  an 
integral,  as  well  as  the  most  important 
part  of  their  education. 

My  Lords,  those  who  oppose  this  Bill 
ask  for  no  favour,  for  no  privilege.  They 
ask  only  that  education  shall  not  be 
divorced  from  religion,  that  the  State  shall 
not  establish  and  pay  for  a  mutilated 
Christianity,  the  most  odious  form  of 
establishment  possible,  for  it'  is  the 
reassertioD  of  that  most  detestable  prin- 
ciple cuius  regio  eiut  religio.  They 
claim  that  fair  play  and  equal  dealing 
shall  be  dealt  out  to  all  alike.  They 
desire  the  redress  of  any  legitimate 
grievance  which  the  Nonconformist* 
think  thev  possess,  they  wish  to 
see  the  opmions  of  non  Christians  and 
Agnostics  respected ;  but  what  thev 
claim  for  others  th-^y  claim  for  the  Church 
of  England  and  for  the  Roman  Catholic 
body.  They  claim  in  the  name  of  justice 
that  no  preference  shall  be  given  to 
undenominational  religious  teaching  over 
denominational  teaching;  that  reugious 
teaching  shall  be  given  in  school  hours  by 
the  teachers  in  the  school,  and  shall  not 
be  given  by  those  in  regard  to  whom 
there  is  no  security  that  they  believe  what 
they  teach  ;  that  the  Bible  shall  not  be 
treated  as  a  mere  reading-book  or  as  a 
convenient  vehicle  for  ethical  instruction. 
They  believe  that  education  to  deserve  the 
name  must  be  something  that  helps  to 
bring  out  the  possibilities  of  man's  nature, 
to  develop  what  is  good  in  him,  to  eradi- 
cate, as  far  as  may  be,  what  is  evil.  They 
believe  that  there  can  be  no  real  educa- 
tion for  man,  as  God  has  made  him,  apart 
from  the  knowledge  of  and  contact  with 
the  Person  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  They  can  accept  no  national 
system  of  education  that  ignores  and 
gives  no  place  to  the  Christian  religion. 
They  believe  that  the  acceptance  of  such 
a  system  means  individual  and  national 
disaster. 
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How  then,  in  the  face  of  our  unhappy 
religious  divisions,  are  these  principles  to 
be  maintained  1  Not,  I  submit,  by  ex- 
cluding all  religious  teaching  from  the 
national  system  of  education,  not  by  the 
State  constructing  a  religion  of  its  own 
and  compelling  all  to  pay  for  it,  but  by  the 
frank  recognition  on  the  part  of  the 
State  of  the  religious  teaching  of  all 
denominations  alike,  by  a  friendly 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
all  religions,  and  by  the  maintenance 
by  the  State  of  all  schools,  whether 
denominational  or  not,  which  comply  with 
the  State  requirements  as  to  educational 
eflSciency.  There  is  no  other  satisfac- 
tory solution  of  the  education  question. 
Such  a  solution  is  quite  compatible  with 
complete  popular  control,  and  it  is  the 
solution  demanded  alike  by  a  regard  for 
religion  and  by  respect  for  justice.  Such 
a  solution  is  easy.  Continue  the  council 
schools  aa  they  are,  but  give  the  parents 
who  are  forced  to  send  their  children 
to  those  schools  the  right  of  having 
denominational  teaching  if  they  desire  it. 


In  all  single  school  districts  give  the 
Nonconformists  the  right  of  entry  into 
Church  schools  and  Roman  Catholic 
schools,  and  extend  the  provision  of  the 
Act  of  1902  so  as  to  assist  the  Noncon- 
formists in  giving  that  teaching  if  they 
so  derire.  I  for  one  should  be  more  than 
Mrilling  to  see  the  million  offered  for  the 
rent  of  Church  schools  given  to  the 
Nonconformists  for  this  purpose.  If  these 
things  are  conceded,  if  in  some  way  or 
another  the  denominational  character  of 
our  schools  is  preserved,  if  we  have 
security  that  the  teachers  in  Church 
schools  are  fit  and  proper  persons  for  the 
post  and  believe  what  they  have  to  teach, 
if  justice  and  a  regard  for  religion  are 
allowed  to  determine  the  solution  of  the 
question,  the  religious  difficulty  will  be 
settled  and  there  will  be  peace.  If  these 
things  are  not  secured,  if  the  Bill  should 
pass  in  anything  like  its  present  form — 
if  it  is  not  completely  transformed  and 
made  a  juster  measure  than  it  is  at 
present — the  religious  difficulty  will  be 
further  removed  from  settlement  than 
ever  and  the  signal  will  have  been 
given  for  a  religious  war  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  country. 
Every  one  who  has  the  interests  of  the 
country  must  deplore  such  a  prospect ; 
no  one  will  deplore  it  more  than  I  snail ; 

Viscount  Halifax. 


but  it  will  be  inevitable,  and  the  responsi- 
bility for  it  will  rest  on  the  shoulders  of 
His  Majesty's  Government. 


♦Thb   FIRST   LORD   of  the 
MIRALTY  (Lord   Twkedmouth) 


AD- 

Lords,  we  all  recognise  the  intense 
earnestness  of  the  noble  Viscount  who  hu 
just  sat  down,  but  I  must  offer  some 
protest  against  the  doctrine  he  has  laid 
down  in  his  speech.  The  noble  Viscount 
stated  that  this  Bill  will  destroy  all 
Christianity  in  our  schools. 

Viscount  HALIFAX  :  May  I  interrupt 
the  noble  Lord  t  I  did  not  say  it  ex- 
cluded all  Christianity ;  I  said  it  imposed 
undenominational  Christianity. 

♦  Lord  T  WEEDMOUTH:  I  think  I  am 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House.  The 
noble  Viscount  said  that  it  took 
Christianity  out  of  the  schools  that  wers 
subject  to  the  Cowper-Temple  Clause. 
He  claims  that  this  Bill  should  give  equal 
justice  to  all  schools.  That,  my  Lord,  is 
the  object  of  the  Bill.  The  purpose  of 
the  Bill  is  to  extend  equal  justice  on  equal 
terms  to  every  school  throughout  the 
country.  At  the  beginning  of  this 
evening's  debate,  we  had  a  very  powerful 
speech  from  the  noble  Duke — a  speech 
which  undoubtedly  impressed  the  House, 
but  one  which  seemed  to  lead  to  the 
certain  conclusion  that  this  Bill  should  ha 
rejected  on  Second  Reading.  If  the  noble 
Duke's  proposition  were  made  good,  un- 
doubtedly the  only  course  that  the  House 
could  take  would  be  to  reject  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  the  right  rev.  Prelates  who  spoke 
yesterday  did  not  go  to  that  lengtL 
The  most  rev.  Prelate  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  at  any  rate  held  out  some 
considerable  hopes  of  an  agreement  being 
arrived  at,  and  the  Bishop  of  Ripon  went 
still  further  when  he  declared  that  there 
were  three  courses  possible — one  being 
secular  teaching,  the  second  equal  facilities 
and  support  for  all  denominations,  and  the 
third  compromise ;  and  it  was  perfectly 
clear  that  the  right  rev.  Prelate  wished 
to  arrive  at  a  compromise. 

Very  strong  language  has  been  used 
against  this  Bill,  it  is  said  to  be  »  Bill 
of  robbery  and  confiscation — that  the 
schools  are  to  be  taken  away  from  their 
owners.       That   I  maintain  is  not   the 
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object  of  the  Bill,  nor  will  it  be  its  result. 
It  is  said  that  the  money  expended  in  the 
erection  and  upkeep  of  these  voluntary 
schools  will  be  taken  aw-iy.  That  is  not  the 
case.    It  is  also  said  that  violent  hands 
will  be  laid  upon  the  ancient  rights  of  the 
Church  in  these  schoob.     No  proposal  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Bill  to  take  away  the 
property  from  those  in  whose  hands  it 
now    is,    whether    they  be    owners   or 
trustees.    The  property  remains  in  exactly 
the  same    hands    which    now  hold    it. 
Under  the  Act  of  1902  these  schools  were 
left  under  private  management,  or  nearly 
under  private  management.     Under  this 
Bill  they  will  be  under  public  manage- 
ment.    That  condition  is  imposed  neces- 
sarily by  the   fact    that    they    are    to 
be   in    future    supported    entirely    out 
of    public    funds,   supplied   either   from 
the  rates  or  from  the  taxes.     The  Bill 
does  not  propose  to  take  away    these 
schools  from  the  owners    or  from  the 
trustees;  it  proposes  to  take  the  use  of 
the  schools  for  five  days  in  the  week.     It 
does  not  take  the  schools  in  the  evenings 
or  on  the  other  two  days  in  the  week. 
The  schools  are  left  to  the  use  of  the 
owners  or  trustees  on  every  evening  and 
on  Saturdays  and  Sundays.    That  surely 
is  no  small  advantage  to  denominational 
iostitutiuDs.     The  use  of  the  school  as  a 
Sunday  school  is  not  a  thing  to  be  lightly 
regarded,  for  surely  the  Sunday  schools 
of  the  Church  have  done    more    than 
almost  anything  else  to  spread  religious 
feeling    amongst    the    children    of    the 
country.     But  besides  that  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  schools  are  not  taken 
for  nothing,  but  rent  is  paid  for  them; 
and  not  omy  is  rent  paid  for  them,  but 
the  Bill  undertakes  that  they  shall  be 
kept  up  at  the  public  expense,  so  that 
the  cost  of  the  repairs  is  taken  off  the 
owners.      It   is   further    provided   that 
where  the  owners  or  trustees  wish  it  the 
the  local    authority  shall,   if   it  desires 
to  make  use  of  the  schools  at  all,  permit 
denominational  instruction   to  be  given 
on  two  mornings  in  the  week,  though  it 
is  also  provided  that    such  instruction  ' 
shall  not  be  paid  for  out  of  public  funds, 
bat  shall  be  given  at  the  expense  of  the  I 
denomination  itself.    Surely  that  also  is 
a  reasonable  requirement,  and  one  that 
may  well  be  approved.    Again,  where 
four  fifths  of  the    parents    are  anxious  , 
to  have  denominational  instruction  in  the  . 
schools,  there  they  may  have  it  on  every 
morning  in  the  week,  and  the  toachini; 


may  be  carried  out  by  the  teachers  in  the 
schools.  The  Bill  insures  the  continuance 
in  one  form  or  another  of  voluntary 
denominational  schools  in  certain  areas 
— at  any  rate  in  urban  areas  with  over 
5,000  inhabitants. 

It  is  also  complained  that  the  Bill 
removes  the  tests  of  teachers,  and  that  in 
future  there  will  be  no  guarantee  that 
teachers  will  be  found  to  teach  religion 
in  the  schools.  I  do  not  think  that 
will  be  the  case.  I  believe  that  the  local 
authorities  themselves  will  take  good 
care  that  the  teachers  are  fit  to  discharge 
the  duties  required  of  them.  We  have 
some  proof  of  that  from  what  has 
taken  place  in  Scotland  during  the 
last  thirty  years.  Ever  since  the  Scot- 
tish schools  were  banded  over  to  the 
school  boards  throughout  the  country  we 
have  found  that  the  local  authorities,  the 
school  boards,  have  chosen  teachers  who 
have  taught  religion  in  the  Scottish 
schools  in  a  way  that  has  been  thoroughly 
satisfactory  to  the  parents  of  the  children 
attending  them.  The  Bill  is  further  said 
to  be  a  wanton  disturbance  of  the  work 
of  education  in  the  country,  and  an 
attack  on  the  Church  of  England.  It  is 
not  intended  to  be  either.  The  intention 
is  to  improve  education,  and  least  of  all 
to  make  an  attack  on  the  Church  of 
England.  But  the  purpose  of  the  Bill  is 
that  the  Church  of  England  shall  not  be 
in  a  privileged  position,  but  shall  take  its 
share  with  all  the  other  denominations  of 
the  country.  It  is  said  that  the  Bill 
gives  a  preference  to  Nonconformity,  and 
that  Cowper  -  Temple  religion  is  the 
religion  of  Nonconformity.  That  is  a 
proposition  which  I  entirely  dispute. 
The  teaching  given  under  the  Cowper- 
Temple  clause  is  not  a  denominational 
education,  but  it  is  a  Christian  education ; 
and  how  is  it  possible  to  maintain  other- 
wise in  the  face  of  what  has  been  said  by 
the  most  rev.  Primate  himself  on  the 
subject  of  Cowper-Temple  instruction, 
namely — 

"  That  it  is  almost  iitcoaceivable  that  aov 
Christian  man  who  knows  the  facts  can  speak 
of  the  Christian  teaching  given  under  the 
London  School  Board.  ..." 


The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  In  London— I. ot  tbrongh- 
out  the  counuy. 
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•Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  : 

....  "as  worthless  because  it  is  umlonomina- 
tional.  Such  instmction  lays  the  foundation 
on  which  ampler  teaching  of  the  Christian 
Faith  can  be  secnrely  hnilt.'' 

The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  I  am  sure  the  noble  Lord 
does  not  desire  to  misrepresent  me. 
Those  words  were  not  used  of  Cowper 
Temple  teaching  throughout  England  aa 
a  whole,  as  it  is  now  interpreted  by 
various  authorities.  They  refer  to 
Cowper-Temple  teaching  in  London,  as  it 
was  given  by  teachers  whose  work  was 
inspected  under  the  London  School 
Board,  which  makes  all  the  difference. 

♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  think  one 
hears  from  provincial  districts  also  that 
exactly  the  same  kind  of  teaching  is 
given  under  the  various  great  school 
boards  all  over  the  country.  I  do  not 
think  the  most  rev.  Primate  is  justified 
in  saying  that  it  is  confined  purely  to 
London. 

The  LORD  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  I  really  must  interrupt  again. 
I  never  said  that  it  was  confined  to 
London.  I  said  that  the  words  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  quoted  had  reference 
to  London.  There  are  many  other  places, 
I  am  thankful  to  say,  where  the  position 
is  exactly  the  same,  but  I  must  not  be 
represented  either  as  applying  the  state- 
ment to  the  whole  of  England,  or  as 
having  intended  to  limit  it  to  London 
alone.  Those  words  were  spoken  with 
regard  to  London  alone,  but  there  are 
many  other  places  as  to  which  the  same 
can  be  said. 

♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  contend 
that  on  the  evidence  that  we  have 
received  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
we  may  safely  rely  on  a  form  of  religious 
teaching  in  our  schools,  similar  to  that 
which  originated  under  what  is  known  as 
the  Cowper-Temple  clause,  being  given 
as  a  b«Bis,  and  that  that  basis  is  one 
on  which  all  denominations  can  agree. 
It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  above  all 
things  desirable  to  secure  in  our  schools 
the  teaching  of  a  form  of  religion  tvhich 
will  be  accepted  by  all  denominations 
alike  as  a  basis  of  common  Christian 
belief.  I  contend  that  the  present  Bill 
has  gone   as  far  as   possible  to  secure, 


consistently  with  full  control  by  the 
authority  and  the  freedom  of  the  teaching 
profession,  efficient  elementary  schools  in 
every  comer  of  the  land,  and  to  provide 
for  religious  instruction  suited  to  the 
needs  of  the  great  majority  of  the  parents 
of  the  children  attending  the  schools, 
with  special  arrangements  for  the  special 
needs  of  special  cases. 

Lord  COLCHESTER :  My  Lords,  it 
is  thirty-five  years  since  the  adoption  of 
the  compromise  of  1870.  At  that  time 
I  had  the  honour  of  being  a  Member 
of  your  Lordships'  House,  and  I  hare 
carefully  noted  all  the  modifications  of 
legislation  which  have  taken  piace;  but 
it  is  only  now  for  the  first  time  that  we 
have  seen  any  responsible  statesman  of 
either  party  coming  forward  with  & 
measure  like  the  present,  which  tears 
to  pieces  the  first  principles  of  the  Bill 
of  1 870.  Those  principles  were  supported 
equally  as  much  by  Mr.  Gladstone  and 
Mr  Forster  as  by  Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr. 
Balfour,  and  hitherto  they  have  been 
respected.  The  noble  Earl  on  the  front 
Bench  opposite  endeavoured  to  show 
that  they  were  disregarded  by  the  Kll 
of  1902;  but  that  Bill  maintained  the 
same  condition  of  things,  under  which 
there  were  two  sorts  of  schools,  (me 
wholly  maintained  by  public  funds  under 
the  control  first  of  the  school  boards 
and  afterwards  of  the  county  councils, 
and  the  other  built  by  private  eflbrt 
for  the  maintenance  of  religious  teach- 
ing, which  were  to  be  still  in  part 
supported  by  voluntary  funds  as  far 
as  the  maintenance  of  the  fabric  was 
concerned,  to  carry  on  the  denominational 
instruction  according  to  the  religion  of 
those  by  whom  they  were  founded.  The 
Bill  of  1870  respected  the  work  which 
had  been  solely  built  up  by  voluntary 
efibrt,  and  especially  by  the  effort  of  the 
Church  of  England,  while  on  the  other 
hand  it  provided  for  efficiency  by  the 
machinery  of  the  board  schools. 

Something  invidious  has  been  said  as 
to  the  grants  of  money  which  have  been 
given  to  the  voluntary  schools.  But  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  when  it  was 
not  so  clearly  held  as  it  now  is  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  educate  the 
children,  these  schools  were  doing  the 
State's  work,  and  the  money  paid  to  them 
may  be  regarded  as  being  paid  for  doing 
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what  the  State  is  now  inclined  to  consider 
its  own  business.  This  Bill  for  the  first 
time  proposes  to  break  up  the  system 
entirely,  by  establishing  a  unified  system 
of  schools  and  altogether  sweeping  away 
the  partially  voluntary  system.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  spoke  with  great 
enthusiasm  of  everything  being  under 
municipal  control.  The  great  evil  of  this 
Bill  is  that  it  establishes  one  unified 
system,  and  I  contend  that  no  unified 
system,  whatever  it  may  be,  can  meet 
the  various  wants  of  the  country.  I  can 
appeal  on  this  point  to  a  high  authority 
which  will  command  some  respect  from 
noble  Lords  opposite.  Years  ago  Mr. 
John  Stuart  Mill  said  that  while  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  see  that  the 
children  were  educated,  schools  wholly 
controlled  by  the  State  ought  to  l>e 
merely  one  experiment  among  many,  and 
that  their  business  should  be  to  be  an 
example  and  encouragement;  that  it 
would  do  mischief,  and  cramp  and  narrow 
the  minds  of  the  people,  if  tney  had  one 
system  of  education  imposed  by  the 
State — that  is  by  the  dominant  power 
for  the  moment,  whatever  it  might  be — 
which  should  try  to  impress  its  own 
mould  upon  the  whole  of  the  children. 
I  must  say  that  I  respect  Mr.  Mill  as 
»  higher  authority  than  Mr.  Birrell,  and 
it  is  the  radical  vice  of  this  Bill  that 
it  intends  to  impose  one  unified  system 
upon  the  whole  country. 

We  have  been  told  in  some  quarters 
that  this  is  the  plain  will  of  the  people. 
I  suppose  that  that  statement  is  founded 
on  the  result  of  the  last  general  election. 
We  remember  that  Lord  Salisbury,  I 
think  it  was,  said  that  the  people  ac  a 
general  election  were  in  the  position  of  a 
jnry  who  had  to  decide  a  number  of  cases 
and  give  one  verdict  upon  them  all, 
whatever  their  merits.  The  noble  Lord 
opposite  suggested  that  no  Liberal 
candidate  would  have  been  accepted 
who  was  indiflTerent  upon  this  subject. 
We  all  know  that  a  candidate  who  says 
anything  to  offend  a  portion  of  his 
supporters  is  an  undesirable  candidate ; 
but  will  the  noble  Lord,  or  any  noble 
Lord  on  that  side  of  the  House,  assert 
that  their  success  was  wholly  due  to  this 
one  question  of  education  1  If  education 
had  been  the  one  question  before  the 
country,  would  their  Party  be  where  it  is 
now  1  ITiere  is  no  proof  of  that  whatever. 
I  was  not  one  of  those  who  agreed  with 


the  objections  raised  to,  or  shared  in  the 
alarm  created  by,  the  idea  of  a  small 
duty  on  com,  but  we  know  what  effect  it 
had  in  the  country.  I  cannot  admit, 
however,  that  the  men  who  imagined  that 
the  price  of  com  was  going  up  to  sixty 
shillings  a  quarter  were,  in  consequence 
of  their  vote  on  that  subject,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  strong  advocates  of  a  unified 
svstem  of  education.  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  of  those  who  took  the  advice  of 
the  noble  Duke  who  spoke  first  to-night, 
and  voted  as  he  recommended  against  all 
who  took  a  particular  view  of  the  fiscal 
question,  thereby  proved  themselves  to 
be  strong  opponents  of  the  Bill  which  the 
noble  Duke  himself  piloted  through  this 
House.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  country 
has  ever  spoken  upon  this  subject.  You 
have  a  Parliament  elected  on  a  powerful 
cry,  in  which  this  education  question  was 
merely  an  incidental  matter.  I  hope,  in- 
deed, that  we  shall  have  some  expression 
of  the  views  of  the  country  during  the 
Kecess,  so  that  we  shall  be  able  to  judge 
what  really  is  their  view. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the 
necessity  of  public  control,  and  the  noble 
Earl  used  the  argument  that  he  who  paid 
the  piper  should  call  the  tune.  The 
same  argument  was  used  in  1902,  and  I 
remember  the  very  effective  answer  then 
made  to  it  when  it  was  asked  whether 
those  who  used  the  argument  would  bo 
prepared  to  allow  the  majority  of  rate- 
payers, if  they  were  denominationalists, 
seeing  that  they  who  paid  the  piper  should 
call  the  tune,  to  set  up  everywhere  strictly 
denominational  schools,  with  or  without 
a  conscience  clause  as  they  pleased,  and 
to  impose  whatever  tests  they  thought  fit 
on  the  teachers.  That  would  be  local 
control.  But  what  you  have  in  this 
Bill  is  a  mere  one-sided  control,  as  it 
allows  the  local  authority  to  establish 
secularism  but  not  to  establish  denomina- 
tionalism — to  exclude  the  Bible  but  not 
to  admit  the  Church  Catechism.  If  you 
had  local  control  which  could  be  worked 
eiiher  way,  under  which  both  Clause  1 
and  Clause  7  might  require  the  Ibnsent 
of  the  local  authority  before  they  became 
law,  your  local  control  would  be  a  reality, 
and  not  the  empty  name  and  mockery 
which  it  is  in  this  Bill.  The  con- 
demnation of  this  plan  is  to  be  found 
in  the  existence  of  any  clause  like  the 
Cowper-Temple  clause  itself,  because 
every  argument   used   for  them    is  an 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Education  (England  {LOBDS} 


1239 

argument  in  favour  of  withdrawing  the 
question  from  the  local  authorities.  The 
argument  that  it  might  create  burning 
local  animosities  is  in  itself  an  argument 
which  goes  to  the  root  of  the  whole  prin- 
ciple ot  local  control,  and  is  identical 
with  the  arguments  vised  in  the  seven- 
teeth  century  against  the  extension  of  the 
powers  of  Parliament,  namely,  that  it 
would  create  faction.  That  argument 
was  a  powerful  one,  but  we  have  not 
found  it  powerful  enough  to  induce  us  to 
object  to  our  Parliamentary  Constitution. 
Something  may  be  said  for  settling  all 
these  matters  by  a  central  authority,  and 
something  may  be  said  for  allowing  them 
to  be  settled  by  the  locality  ;  but  these 
two  principles  cannot  be  reconciled.  The 
man  who  is  enthusiastic  for  local  control 
cannot  be  enthusiastic  for  the  restriction 
of  the  local  authority  in  the  matter  of 
denominational  teaching. 

I  do  not  wish  to  detain  your  Lordships 
by  going  into  the  question  of  tests;  I 
should  not  have  mentioned  it  at  all  had 
it  not  been  that  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  alluded  to  what  passed  in  the 
school  board.  I  think  in  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  some  time  ago,  and  which 
attracted  some  attention,  he  asked  how  it 
could  possibly  be  that  the  other  Party  in 
the  school  board  had  acquiesced  in  the 
resolutions  to  which  he  alluded.  A  good 
deal  has  been  said  about  finding  a  common 
basis  of  agreement.  The  noble  Lord 
alluded  to  the  vehement  religious  contro- 
versy which  arose.  I  think  it  would  be 
worth  while  mentioning  that  it  arose  on  a 
point  which  1  should  have  thought  was 
common  to  all  Christian  bodies.  It  was 
proposed  to  insist  on  the  teaching  in  all 
schools  of  the  solemn  doctrine  accepted  by 
all  Christians.  The  proposal  was  opposed 
by  almost  every  Nonconformist  repre- 
sentative on  the  board,  and  by  the  whole 
of  the  Party  who  acted  with  them,  on  the 

rund  that  one  dogma  would  be  followed 
another,  and  that  it  would  involve 
denominationalism.  In  the  midst  of  this 
contest,  when  considerable  obstruction 
was  going  on,  the  majority  of  the  school 
board  being  unwilling  to  raise  a  fresh  con- 
troversy which  would  occupy  what  was 
left  of  their  time,  which  needed  to 
be  otherwise  devoted  in  order  that 
they  might  carry  through  what  they 
thought  were  very  important  matters, 
said  tbey  were  willing  to  agree  to  some- 
Lord  Colchester. 
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thing  which  otherwise  they  would  have 
objected  to. 

Then  as  to  the  facilities  for  denomina- 
tional   teaching,     I    cannot    see    why 
they    should    be    given    in    the    urban 
districts  only.    It    seems    to    me   that 
it    is    not    in   the   urban  districts  only 
that  parents  may  have  a  care  for  the 
religious  education  ot  their  children,  or 
that  there  may  be  a  reasonable  desire  to 
have  such  teaching.     Why  should  the 
demand  of  the  majority  be  disregarded 
unless  it  is  a  majority  of  four-fifths  1    I 
cannot  see  how    the    minority  can  be 
injured ;  they  would  be  under  protection. 
If  the  minority  was  smaller  than  one- 
fifth,  there  might  be  a  danger  of  their 
rights  being  infringed  upon ;  they  might 
feel  the  singularity  which   they  would 
in.:ur;    but  there  could   be    no    singu- 
larity   where     the    majority     was   not 
much   larger.      I    cannot    see,    on   the 
ground  of   simple  justice,   why  a  bare 
majority  should  not  be  allowed  to  have 
these  facilities.      I  hope  that  this  Bill, 
if  it  passes  this  House,  will  do  so  only 
after    the    most    drastic    Amendments. 
We  shall  be  threatened,  no  doubt,  with 
possible   consequences   to  this  House  if 
we  do  not  pass  it.     We  have  heard  that 
threat  before.    On    a    former    occasiiin 
when  this  House  rejected  a  Bill,  we  read 
next  day  in  the  Press  of  a  statement  by 
a  member  of  the  Cabinet  who  had  even 
ventured    to   discuss   the    manner   and 
method  as  to  how  a  Bill  might  become 
law  without  the  services  of  this  Rous  -, 
which  meant,  of  course,  the  possibility  of 
dispensing  with  this  Ghamoer.     I,  for 
one,     fully     realise     the    constitutional 
privileges  of  this  Chamber,  and  while  we 
enjoy  those  privileges  it  is  for  us  to  deal 
with  all  matters  submitted  to  us  in  the 
manner  in  which  we  think  the  interests 
of  this  country  as  a  whole  may  best  be 
served. 

•Lord  KILLANIN  :    My    Lords,  I 

desire  to  make  a  few  remarks  during  this 

debate    on     the    attitude    of     Roman 

Catholics  towards  this  Bill.     The  noble 

Duke  who  spoke  last  evening  pointed  out 

what  was  the  attitude  of  Roman  Catholics 

in    this   country,    and    of    the  Roman 

Catholic  Peers  in  this  House.    The  noblo 

Duke  explained  to  the  Government  that 

I  although  the  Roman  Catholic  Peers  might 

'  acquiesce  in  the  Second  Reading  of  this 

!  Bill,  that  action  must  not  be  taken  as 
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showing  that  they  were  satisfied  with  the 
Bill,  and  he  stated  that  in  order  to  meet 
tJieir  wishes  the  Bill  would  have  to  be 
drastically  changed.  As  the  noble  Duke 
spoke  on  that  subject  it  might  seem 
unnecessary  for  another  Catholic  Peer  to 
address  you.  I  am,  however,  not  only  a 
Roman  Catholic,  but  also  an  Irishman, 
and  in  speaking  I  wish  especially  to  ask 
the  House  to  bear  in  mind  the  position 
of  my  co-religionists  and  fellow  country- 
men in  this  country  in  regard  to  this  Bill. 
They  are  for  the  most  part  very  poor 
people,  living  in  the  industrial  centres  in 
this  country,  far  from  their  own  land, 
separated  from  their  friends,  taken,  so  to 
speak,  out  of  their  natural  surroundings 
and  the  religious  atmosphere  of  their  own 
land,  and  forced  by  the  calamitous  events 
of  the  history  of  their  native  land,  to  leave 
it  and  seek  a  livelihood  elsewhere.  On 
their  behalf,  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  Catholic 
parents  and  children  of  this  country,whose 
mterests  and  position  must  and  do,  both  on 
national  and  on  religious  grounds,  appeal 
most  strongly  to  me,  I  wish,  therefore,  to 
say  a  few  words.  And  I  would  that  I 
haid  the  abilities,  and  the  eloquence,  and 
the  debating  experience,  all  of  which 
qualities  were  so  admirably  placed  at  the 
service  of  this  cause  by  the  Irish  Nation- 
alist Members  in  another  place.  I  differ 
politically  from  those  hon.  Members, 
out  I  desire  to  be  allowed  to  associate 
myself  wholeheartedly  with  them  in  the 
splendid  work  they  have  done  in  this 
cause.  But,  in  saving  that  I  am  thinking 
mainly  of  the  Irish  Catholic  children  in 
this  country,  I  should  not  like  to  be 
understood  as  meaning  that  I  excluded 
in  any  way  from  my  sympathy  and 
support  the  religious  and  educational 
interests  of  other  denominations,  but  I 
know  and  can  see  and  hear  what  power- 
ful advocates  they  have  in  this  House. 

My  Lords,  when  we  come  to  look  at  this 
Bill  and  to  consider  the  clauses  which 
deal  with  voluntary  schools  and  which 

rirport  to  give  religious  facilities  to  them, 
must  say  I  agree  with  previous  speakers 
who  have  shown  that  these  clauses,  as 
they  stand,  are  so  bad  and  illusory  and 
worthless  that  it  seems  waste  of  time  to 
dwell  on  them.  And  so  one  is  forced  to 
leave  them  aside  and  consider  the  Bill  in 
its  general  character  and  effect.  As  I 
understand  this  Bill,  under  its  provisions 
tiie  voluntary  schools,  numbering,  in  this 
eonntiy,  about  20,000,  will  cease  on 
January   Ist,   1908— the  hegira  of    the 
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new  Nonconformist  era — to  be  recognised 
or  assisted  out  of  public  funds,  and  ar& 
either  to  be  starved  out  of  existence  or 
robbed  of  their  religious  character,  unless 
they  can  come  to  certain  arrangements 
with  local  authorities  and  come  to  certain 
agreements,  and  unless  they  can  comply 
with  a  number  of  exacting  conditions, 
I  which  arrangements  and  agreements  and 
:  conditions,  if  made  use  of,  must  deprive 
I  the  great  majority  of  the  voluntary 
schools  of  their  religious  character.  My 
Lords,  I  believe  the  Catholic  schools  of 
this  country  would  rather  starve  than 
give  up  or  jeopardise  their  religious  work. 
Their  schools  have  been  built  by  faitb 
and  enthusiasm,  and  faith  and  enthusiasm 
will  defend  them,  if  necessary.  They 
have  been  founded  and  supported  by  tho 
pence  of  the  poor  or  oy  the  noble 
benefactions  of  those  who  have  recognised 
the  religious  and  educational  wants  of  the 
industrial  classes  of  this  country.  The 
question  before  the  House  and  the  country 
is  whether  those  schools  are  to  be  starved 
out  of  existence  and  deprived  of  their 
religious  character  in  spite  of  the  wishes 
of  their  founders  and  supporters.  For 
that  is  the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  that 
is  the  religious  intolerance  and  liberty 
with  which  we  are  threatened  by  the 
Liberal  Party.  For  this  is  not  an 
Education  Bill.  It  was  not  brought  in  to 
provide  education  for  anyone,  or  to  im- 
prove the  education  of  anyone,  but  itis  air 
attack  on  religious  liberty.  The  Bill,  as 
it  stands,  I  fear  shows  unmistakable  signs 
of  political  bias  and  unfairness  and  in- 
tolerance of  any  religion  but  that  of  one 
political  body.  And  is  religious  intoler- 
ance any  the  less  religious  intolerance 
because  it  is  exhibited  and  practised  by 
a  Parliamentary  majority  t  How  is  it 
better  than  that  of  any  despotic  power  % 
We  read  of  such  things  in  history  and 
deplore  them.  Yet  certain  sections  of  the 
Liberal  Party  pride  themselves  on  this 
self-same  intolerance  because  they  have 
been  placed  in  power  by  the  votes  of  an 
election  and  possess  what  they  call  a 
"  mandate." 

It  will  be  said,  perhaps,  that  I  ant 
exaggerating  the  lack  of  provision  for 
religious  education  under  this  Bill, 
because,  it  will  be  alleged,  religious 
education  is  provided  for  under  the 
Cowper-Temple  clause.  Now,  my  Lords, 
I  wish  especially  to  draw  attention  to  the 
relation  of  the  religious  teaching  that  can 
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be  given  under  the  clause  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  position.  The  teaching  that  can 
be  given  under  that  clause  may  or 
may  not  satisfy  the  Protestant  com- 
munity in  this  country.  It  is  said 
that  it  does  satisfy  some  Protestants, 
and  that  for  others  it  is  good  so  far 
as  it  goes,  but  that  it  does  not  go  far 
enough.  But  in  the  eyes  of  Roman 
Catholics,  the  religious  teaching  that 
can  be  given  under  the  Cowper-Temple 
clause  is  not  merely  imperfect  or  in- 
adequate, but  it  is  hostile  and  opposed 
to  the  whole  Catholic  ideal  and  to 
Catholic  teaching.  Because  it  is  essenti- 
ally Protestantism,  and  if  you  change  a 
RomanCatholic  school  into  a  council  school 
you  not  only  confiscate  it  and  deprive 
it  of  its  religious  character,  but  you  are 
turning  a  Roman  Catholic  school  into  a 
Protestant  school.  As  between  this 
Protestant  sect  and  that  Protestant  sect, 
Cowper-Temple*  religious  teaching  may 
not  be  denominational  or  distinctive  of 
one  sect  more  than  another,  but,  to  a 
Roman  Catholic,  that  teaching  is  de- 
nominational and  distinctive.  Why,  my 
Lords,  was  not  simple  Bible  teaching  the 
very  cry  that  separated  Protestants  from 
the  Church  of  Rome,  which  has  always 
maintained  and  taught  that  Christ 
founded  a  church  to  guide  the  faithful  and 
to  interpret  the  Scriptures  1  Therefore, 
I  shoula  like  to  point  out  to  the  Grovern- 
mentand  to  the  Nonconformist  body  that 
you  are  going  to  endow  out  of  the 
rates  Cowper-Templeism,  and  we  are  to 
pay  for  it  though  it  is  in  our  eyes 
denominational  and  distinctive  religious 
teaching.  You  are  endowing  a  form  of 
religion,  and  making  us  pay  for  it,  and 
it  is,  in  its  essence,  spirit,  and  context. 
Protestantism,  and  distinctive  of  that 
creed  as  compared  with  Roman  Catholic 
teaching.  But  I  should  be  very  much 
misunderstood  if  I  were  thought  to  be 
suggesting  that  we  objected  to  paying  for 
the  religious  teaching  you  can  give  under 
the  Cowper-Temple  clause.  For  we  are 
imder  no  circumstances  secularists,  and 
we  recognise  that  Cowper-Templeism 
satisfies  or  suits  the  religious  aspira- 
tions of  a  great  number  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  we  are  willing 
to  pay  our  share  for  teaching  it 
to  them  ;  but  you  in  turn  must  not 
grudge  us  the  teaching  of  our  religion 
in  our  own  schools.  Religious  teaching 
in  the  education  of  the  child  is,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of 

Lord  KiUanin. 


supreme  importance.  We  think  it  to 
be  of  importance  for  the  sake  of  the 
individual  child,  both  here  and  here- 
after, and  also  for  the  sake  of  society  and 
of  the  State.  Secularism  in  any  form  is 
abhorrent  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  we  believe  it,  also,  to  be  most 
injurious  in  its  social  aspect.  We  do 
not  believe  for  a  moment  that  the  State, 
by  banishing  religious  teaching  from  its 
schools  would  conduce  to  its  own  stability 
or  produce  "perfect  citizens."  I  read 
the  other  day  that  an  unfortunate 
individual  who  threw  a  bomb  into  the 
midst  of  a  certain  Royal  Procession  had 
received  "an  excellent  secular  educa- 
tion," and  the  information  is  significant 
Therefore,  my  Lords,  we  Roman  Catholics 
who  are  a  small  and  a  poor  body  in  this 
country,  but  also  an  earnest  one,  ask  to 
be  allowed  to  continue  our  Catholic 
schools  for  poor  Catholic  children  with 
teachers  employed  in  them,  who  can,  by 
their  personal  example  and  influence 
tea<-.h  so  much  more  to  the  little  children 
under  their  care  than  can  be  taught  by 
the  mere  word  or  lesson  in  the  religious 
instruction  class.  I  hope  then  that  this 
House  will  so  alter  the  Bill  by  widening 
the  application  of  the  "  facilities  "  clauses 
and  by  ensuring  their  efiBcient  operation 
as  to  make  the  measure  a  fair  one  for  the 
entire  community,  and  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  assist  us  and  so  bring  the 
measure  into  consonance  with  the  speeches 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  other  Ministers.  And,  by  so 
doing,  I  believe  that  this  House  will 
prove  that  this  is  one  of  those  striking 
occasions  when  the  true,  and  just,  and 
sober  spirit  of  the  country  has  looked  to 
this  House  and  not  looked  in  vain  — 
unruled  as  it  is  by  the  influence  of 
momentary  cries  and  election  mandates 
and  party  reprisals — to  express  and  give 
effect  to  its  real  feelings  and  its  abiding 
sense  of  what  is  right  and  fair. 

Lord  NORTHBOURNE:   My  Lords, 

I  have  only  a  few  words  to  say  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  controversy  and  a 
great  deal  of  wordy  strife,  and  I  doubt 
whether  the  slightest  benefit  wiU  be 
conferred  on  one  individual  child  after  ail 
has  been  said  and  done.  We  had  a  most 
capable  and  interesting  speeeh  from 
the  noble  Duke  this  afternoon.  I  gatiier 
that  he  based  his  views  conoeming  the 
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«daoational  gystem  of  this  country  on  the 
Act  oi  1902.     To  a  great  extent  that  Act- 
waa    dm   to    the    late    Arebbkihop   of 
Canterbury.        My    noble    friend  Lord 
Stanley,    in   a    speech    made  a    short 
time  ago,  referred  to  the  events  dealt 
with  in  that  wonderful  essay  of  the  late 
Archbishop   entitled  "The  Educational 
World."    1  go  back  to  the  speech  which 
the  late  most  rev.  Primate  aelivered  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  o^  1902. 
It  was  the  last  speech  he  delivered  in 
this  House.     He  said  he  considered  that 
that  Act  of  1902  must  be  regarded  as  a 
compromise.     Nobody  will  deny  that  the 
late  Archbishop  knew  and   understood 
his  subject.     Will  anyone  deny  that  he 
was  a  broad-minded  man  t     That  Bill  o! 
1902    was    a    compromise.      The    late 
Primate  was  right ;  he  knew  the  condi-  \ 
tions;  he  had  given  years  of  his  life  to 
the  cause  of  religious  education.     One 
thing   he  said  was  that  he  knew  many 
clergy  in  this  country  who,  for  the  sake 
of  these  schools,  had  starved  themselves,' 
their  homes,  and  their  families,  in  order 
that   they  might  keep  up  religious  in- 
struction   for    the    children.      Are   the 
efforts  of  these  men  to  be  set  aside  at 
one  single  swoop  t      This  Bill  not  only 
does    violence    to    them    in    material 
things,   but  it  does    violence    to    their 
minds.     Is  it  possible  to  reconcile  such 
a  state  of  things  with  religious  liberty  or 
religious    equality  ?    It    would     be    in- 
teresting to  note    what    has   been  the 
motive  power  behind  the  Government  in 
bringing    in    this     measure.     I     doubt 
whether  there  was  any  strong  feeling 
in  the   country  on  the  subject  during 
the    (General     Election.      Out     of     the 
Act   of    1902    there    has    sprung    into 
existence    what   is   known   as    "passive 
resistance."     I   do  not  approve  of  that 
attitude :   I   rather  condemn   it.      I   do 
Bot  know    the    source    of    it.     I    have 
heard  that  it  had    its    source    in    the 
University  of   Oxford.    I  consider  it  a 
very  dangerous  weapon,  anyway,  for  it 
is  a  two-edged  weapon,     it  can  cut  both 
ways.    I  am  certain  that  if   this  Bill 
patted    in    anything    like    its    present 
form,  you  would  find  passive  resistance 
spread  all  over  the  country,  and  to  such 
an  extent  that  you  probably  would  have 
to  build  additional  gaols  to  put  the  people 
in.    We  know  the  views  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  community  and  we  know  how 
they    regard    this    Cowper  -  Templeism. 
It  would  not  afford  me  any  surprise  to 


learn  later  on  that  what  had  been 
"paasive  resistance,"  had  sprung  into 
active  resistanoeu 

In  order  to  satisfy  the  Nonconform- 
ists the  Grovemment    have   brought    in 
this  Bill,  the  very  first  clause  of  which 
relates  to  popular  control.     The  question 
of  popular  control  already  has  been  dealt 
with  very  ably  by  the  noble  Duke.     But 
I  should  like  to  say  one  word  on  the 
subject  as  it  affects  the  Nonconformist 
body  and  the  Anglican  Church.     I  know 
the  Nonconformists :  I  have  represented 
man^  of  them  in  Parliament  from  time 
to  time.     I  consider  the  Nonconformist 
element  to  be  a  most  valuable  element 
in  the  community.     I  know  how  it  has 
kept  up  the  standard  of  morals,  and  in 
in  regard  to  many  public  questions,  we 
have  bad  to  feel  grateful  for  Nonconfor- 
mist influence.     But  circumstances  are 
greatly  changed.     Nonconformists  do  not 
stand   quite  in  the  same  position  that 
they   did  sixty  or  seventy  years    ago. 
The  greater  part  of  their  grievances  have 
been  redressed.     They  have  not  the  same 
political  strength  nor  the  same  political 
influence  that   they  had,  insomuch  that 
they  had  become   divided   into  bodies, 
some  of  which  are  anxious  to  give  support 
to  the  Anglican  Church,     i  remember 
what  was  once  said  by  the  late  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, who  was  fond  of  quoting  Sir  Thomas 
Grenville.     When  Mr.  Gladstone  asked 
Sir  Thomas  Grenville  what  he  considered 
to  be  the  most  striking  factor  in  modern 
history,  he  said  that  nothing  appealed  to 
him  so  much  as  the  vigour  and  activity  of 
the  Church  of  England.     This  was  sixty 
years  ago.     What  would  be  said  of  their 
activity  and   their   disorganisation,   the 
extension  of  the  Episcopate,  the  work  of 
the  Elcclesiastical  Commission   and  their 
schools  now  1    The  Church  of  England  is 
much  stronger  and  greater  now  than  it 
was  in  that  day.     And  the   Church  of 
England  regards    nothing  as  being    of 
greater  importance  than  its  schools. 

However,  the  electors  have  returned  the 
Grovemment  with  a  big  majority  and  the 
Government  have  taken  advantage  of  it 
and  are  asking  us  to  accept  the  BiU  which 
we  are  now  considering.  We  understand 
and  appreciate  to  the  full  the  principle  of 
popular  control.  But  it  is  a  very  differ- 
ent thing  to  give  to  A  what  belongs  to  B. 
I  am  a  trustee  of  one  of  these  schools,  and 
I  can  say  that  it  is  not  a  question  of 
taking  away  property  so  much  as  the 
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taking  away  from  me  of  what  is  more 
sacred  than  property.  The  trust  I  hold 
is  that  religious  instruction  shall  be  given 
to  the  children  of  the  school,  and  it  is  only 
common  sense  that  I,  with  all  other  trus- 
tees of  schools,  should  desire  to  continue 
to  fulfil  that  trust.  We  have  already  had 
a  simile  in  respect  to  this  question  upon 
the  subject  of  sterility  in  milk.  I  am 
going  to  ask  you  to  listen  to  another  story 
on  the  same  subject.  An  unfortunate 
woman  who  had  been  living  in  a  dilapi- 
dated condition  for  a  number  of  years  felt 
constrained  to  ask  her  neighbour  to  oblige 
her  with'  a  little  milk.  Her  neighbour, 
being  a  kind-hearted  man,  was  anxious  to 
oblige  her,  and  he  said  he  would  send  to 
the  farm  and  see  if  he  could  get  her  a 
a  supply,  or,  if  the  woman  preferred 
it,  she  could  go  to  the  farm  herself. 
Tie  woman  went  to  the  farm,  not  once, 
but  many  days,  and  she  actually  got  into 
the  habit  of  believing  that  the  cow  which 

fave  her  this  supply  of  milk  belonged  to 
er.  She  kept  on  believing  this,  and  so 
firmly  had  she  become  convinced  that  the 
animal  was  her  property  that  when  she 
died  she  left  the  cow  in  her  will  to  her 
nephew.  Now,  my  Lords,  these  14,000 
voluntary  schools  are  being  treated  in 
exactly  the  same  way  by  His  Majesty's 
Government.  This  Bill  practically  is 
dead.  It  has  given  satisfaction  to  no  one. 
It  does  not  satisfy  the  Anglicans,  the 
Nonconformists,  or  the  Roman  Catholics. 
As  to  the  teachers  who  will  be  employed 
under  this  Bill,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
have  known  many  teachers — excellent 
persons  of  ability — who  dutifully  and 
with  pleasure  instructed  the  children  in 
religious  lessons  and  without  any  inter- 
ference secured  the  very  best  results.  Now 
these  teachers  will  have  to  be  under  the 
supervision  of  some  central  authority. 
The  whole  Bill  is  mischievous  and  irri- 
tating in  the  extreme.  I  can  only  say 
that  1  hope  it  wiU  never  pass  into  law 
in  anything  like  its  present  shape. 
Already  it  has  been  productive  of  a  great 
deal  of  harm.  Personally  I  have  taken 
no  part  in  the  agitation  that  has  been 
going  on  in  the  country,  but  I  know  the 
feeling  that  exists  in  my  own  county. 
Nothing  can  be  more  unfortunate  than 
the  continual  stirring  up  of  religious 
controversy  and  strife.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  when  the  Bill  has  been  through 
this  House  it  will  be  so  altered  that  the 
Government  will  have  difficulty  in  recog- 
nising their  own  child.  I  am  absolutely 
Lord  Xorthbourne. 
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confident  that  in  the  long  run  thoae  who> 
have  stirred  up  this  religious  controversy 
and  strife  will  meet  with  their  proper 
reward  from  the  common  sense  of  their 
fellow  countrymen. 

♦Lord  WINTERSTOKE  :  My  Lords, 
I  rise   with  some    diffidence    to   speak 
on  thifi  great  question,  because  this  is  the 
first  time  that  I  have  spoken  in  this  House, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  number  of 
very  able  speakers  who   liave   preceded 
me.    This  Bill  should  be  regarded  as  an 
amending  Bill  pursuant  to  the  Act  of 
1902,  which  Act  the  new  Bill  certainly 
would  strengthen  in  character.     The  Bill 
by  no  means  contains  all  that  we  might 
desire,    but    it    is    a    compromise,  and 
should  be  a  settlement  which  will  give 
us  peace  from  the  everlasting  discussions 
on   the    subject  of  religious    education. 
There  is  much  stronger  ground  for  calling 
the  Bill  of  1902  an  Anglican  Bill  thas 
for  designating  this  a  Nonconformist  BUI. 
It  is  not  a  Nonconformist  Bill.     Wlafe- 
ever  claims  are  made  by  Free  Churcftmea 
they  make  as  citizens  and  not  aa  Non- 
conformists.   They  claim  that  all  pvblia 
voluntary  schools  shall  be  under  popular 
control,  and  that  is  what  the  Act  of  1902 
purposely  avoided.     It.  was  net  unnatural 
that  the  Party  then  in  power  should  try 
to  strengthen  their  poaition.    I  do  not 
blame  them.     But  it  would  have  been 
better  for  them  and  fer  the  couBtry  if 
they  had  adopted  a  more  moderate  and 
conciliatory  measure.     The  feeling  which 
the  Act  of  1902  created  in  the  country 
,was  very  strong  indeed.     I  know    how 
strong  it  was  in  my  own  county.     And 
now  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  action  of 
the  Church  Party  in  opposing  this  Bill  i& 
an  unnatural  one.      The'  Church,  which 
less  than   forty  years  ago   enjoyed  tho 
privilege  of  compelling  every  child  in  th» 
voluntary  schoou  to  learn  the  Catechism 
and  to  go  to  Church  on  Sundays,  cannot 
be  expected  to  give  up  its  vantage  ground 
without  a  struggle. 

Whateveis  Amendments  are  made  in 
this  Bill,  I  hold  tiiat  the  measurer 
as  it  stands,  is  most  valuable  bacause- 
of  three  principles  which  it  embodies ; 
first  of  iul,  thatr  schools  will  be  under 
local  and  State  control;  secondly,  tfaat^ 
religious  opinions,  will  not  be  tested  in 
the  appointment  of  teachers;  and  thirdly,, 
that  no  religious  teaching  ol  a  sectarian. 
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character  will  be  allowed  in  schools.  It 
is  upon  this  third  poiat  that  the  Church 
times  has  been  continually  pouring  out 
the  vials  of  its  wrath  in  a  manner  which 
could  not  be  more  bitter  if  it  were  the 
fadth  of  Mahomet  which  we  were  trying 
to  force  upon  the  rising  generation.  The 
Church  Times  said  on  November  29th, 
1901— 

"  There  U  always  with  as  the  Cowper- 
Temple  Clause." 

Now  the  Cowper-Temple  Clause  was 
the  work  of  a  strong  Churchman,  and  not 
that  of  a  Nonconformist,  and  yet  certain 
of  the  clergy  have  described  it  as  estab- 
lishing a  new  religion  and  enforcing 
heresy  on  the  children.  I  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Homse  to  this  fact,  that 
in  1902  Sir  William  Anson  moved  an 
amendment  to  apply  the  Cowper-Temple 
«lause  to  secondary  education.  The 
lesalt  was  that  318  members  voted  in 
&vour  of  it  and  only  twenty-nine  against. 
If  we  were  strictly  logical  we  should  teach 
■elementary  education  and  leave  religious  in- 
«truetion  to  the  religious  bodies.  But  the 
•country  is  not  prepared  for  that.  There 
are  the  other  alternatives;  nan^ely,  de- 
nominational teaching,  which  is  not  pos- 
sible, and  there  is  the  Cowper-Templeism, 
<which  is  satisfactory  to  the  great  majority 
of  the  electors  of  this  country.  I  have 
l)een  for  many  years  in  a  position  which 
enabled  me  to  note  the  wishes  of  the  indus- 
trial classes  in  regard  to  education,  and 
I  am  sure  that  the  average  working  parent 
-does  not  desire  any  more  religious  teach- 
ing for  his  child  than  is  contained 
in  the  syllabus  of  the  London  School 
Board  and  that  of  Bristol.  Lord  Hugh 
Cecil  claimed  the  right  of  the  parent  to 
•choose  the  sort  of  education  his  child 
should  receive.  No  one  disputes  that, 
but  we  cannot  leadfa  all  ttke  different 
-opinions  in  one  school,  if  tike  children 
receive  the  relisious  instruction  which  is 
provided  in  this  Bill,  they  will  be  well 
grounded  in  the  teaching  which  it  is  con- 
tended is  necessary  for  the  moral  "welfare 
•of  the  nation.  I  regard  this  Bill  as  an 
honest  endeavour  to  effect  a  lasting  settle- 
ment of  the  question,  and  I  shall  support 
iihe  Second  Reading. 

Lord  BLYTHSWOOD  :  My  Lords, 
I  have  read  this  Bill  through  from 
4tart  to  finish,  and  I  cannot  find  the 
«1i^htest  evidence  that  the  children  of 
tiat  country  will  be  one  tittie  the  better 


for  its  having  passed.  It  leaves  us  en' 
tirely  where  we  were  before,  and  I  think 
it  is  a  great  compliment  to  the  Act  of 
1902  that  the  authors  of  this  Bill  shoukl 
not  have  seen  fit  to  change  the  provisions 
of  that  Act.  No  one  denies  that  the  in- 
struction which  is  to  be  given  is  to  be 
undenominational.  It  may  be  Cowper- 
Templeism  or  anything  else,  but  it  has  to 
be  undenominational.  I  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  unde- 
nominational." It  means  that  in  no  cose 
shall  any  denomination  have  any  cause  to 
be  annoyed  by  any  teaching  that  may  be 
given  in  the  schools.  If  you  teach  the 
doctrine  of  the  Atonement  you  offend  the 
Unitarians,  and  if  you  teach  the  efScaoy 
of  the  Sacrament  you  offend  the  Society 
of  Friends.  It  is  not  possible  to  teach 
any  single  form  of  religion  which  will 
satisfy  everybody,  but  I  would  point  out 
that  you  propose  to  give  what  yon 
call  "  education  of  the  highest  character  " 
and  yet  you  leave  out  the  most  necessary 
part  of  that  education,  simply  because  you 
say  someone  will  object  to  it.  Remember 
that— 

"  OAnce*  will  oome,  bat  woe  unto  him  through 
whoio  they  oome." 

I  say  that  the  children  of  this  country  will 
call  out  to  you  for  the  Bread  of  Life  in 
future  days  and  you  will  give  them  a 
stone.  I  am  opposed  to  this  Bill  root  and 
branch.  If  we  can  amend  it  so  much  the 
better.  I  will  do  my  very  utmost  to 
amend  it,  so  as  to  secure  that  teaching  in 
the  schools  of  the  country  which  arone 
can  make  the  lives  of  our  peofde  hi^vpy. 

♦Lord  KINNAIRD  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
here  a  copy  of  the  Return  to  which  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  referred  a  short 
time  ago,  the  Return  which  d^als  with  the 
class  of  teaching  adopted  in  our  board 
schools.  This  Return  gives  us  some  idea 
of  the  religious  teaching  which  the  children 
can  in  these  board  schools  receive.  And 
I  think  the  instances,  taken  at  haphazard, 
I  am  able  to  quote  will  satisfy  your 
Lordships  that  the  scholars  are  not 
without  Christian  and  religious  instruc- 
tion of  a  very  helpful  kind.  I  take  a 
passage  relating  to  the  Bedford  County 
School,  in  connection  with  which  it  is 
provided  that  the  Bible  shall  be  read  and 
that  they  shall  be  given  such  Christian 
instruction  as  is  suited  to  the  capacities  of 
the  children.  It  is  of  course  necessary  to 
leave  it  to  the  teacher  to  say  how  the 
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lessons  shall  be  given  to  the  children  of 
different  ages  and  in  accordance  with 
their  individual  capacities.  I  turn  to 
another  page  and  refer  to  the  Hastings 
county  schools  in  connection  with  which 
it  is  provided  that  the  parables  and 
miracles  of  our  Lord,  the  Betrayal,  the 
Death,  the  Resurrection,  the  Ascension, 
etc.,  shall  be  taught  along  with  its  ordinary 
moral  and  home  duties.  I  turn  to  the 
next  page  and  refer  to  the  Maidenhead 
Borough,  where  there  is  a  very  liberal 
system  of  religious  teaching.  There  the 
Old  and  New  Testament  Scriptures  are 
taught  and  there  are  five  pages  descnbing 
the  lessons  to  be  given.  This  does  away 
with  the  idea  that  religious  instruction  is 
not  given  in  the  board  or  provided  schools. 
I  think,  my  Lords,  that  you  will  have 
gathered  from  the  speech  of  Lord 
Halifax  the  reason  why  a  large  number  of 
our  fellow-countrymen,  both  Churchmen 
and  Nonconformists,  were  determined 
that  the  children  of  the  country  should  not 
be  handed  over  to  the  teaching  whichLord 
Halifax  and  his  friends  and  the  Roman 
Catholics  desire.  I  hope  that  the  appeal 
made  last  night  by  the  Bishop  of  Ripon 
will  have  eflect,  and  that  your  Lord- 
ships will  consider  whether  we  cannot 
pass  through  this  House  a  working  Bill 
which  the  country  will  accept.  We 
cannot  expect  to  satisfy  the  Roman 
Catholics  entirely,  or  the  extreme  Party 
represented  by  Lord  Halifax;  but  I 
thmk  we  can  expect  to  satisfy  the 
great  middle  common  sense  community 
of  this  country. 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  in  the  speech 
which  he  made  and  which  should  appeal  to 
the  sense  cf  all  moderate  men,  suggested 
a  plan  whereby  this  House  might  be  able 
to  present  a  practical  measure  to  the 
country.  I  believe  a  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country  would  support 
an  Amendment  to  provide  that  religious 
teaching  should  be  given  during  school 
hours,  it  only  for  the  sake  of  the  physical 
welfare  of  the  children.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  to  me  that  bad  parents  pro- 
bably will  keep  their  children  out  of 
school  during  the  hours  of  religious  in- 
struction in  order  that  their  children  may 
earn  the  extra  few  pence  which  the 
parents  seek.  We  know  there  are  such 
parents  and  we  have  to  consider  facts  as 
they  are.  The  parents  probably  would 
keep  the  children  away  from  school 
during  the  early  part  of  the  day  and  the 
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children  would  get  no  religious  teaching 
at  all.     Then  in  regard  to  the  teaching 
I  think  the  majority  would  also  wish  that 
the  teacher  should  have  the  right  to  give 
religious  instruction.     I  do  not  think  the 
country  would  accept  the  re-imposition  of 
tests,  but  I  think  they  would  like  to  see 
this  right  given  to  the  teacher.    Under 
any     circumstances    it    must    be   con- 
sicfered    a    desirable     thing    that    the 
bead  teacher  at   any  rate    should   be- 
lieve that  which   he  teaches,  and  that 
which  his  staff  teaches  to  the  children. 
I  will  mention  an  instance  given  to  me 
shewing  how  the  present  system  works, 
told  to  me  by  the  chairman  of  a  sulH»m- 
mittee  appointed  to  choose  a  teacher  on 
which  there  were  two  agnostics.    There 
were  five  teachers  from  whom  to  recom- 
mend a  headmaster.    There  was  one  msn 
who  stood  out  clearly  as  the  best — there 
was  no  doubt  about  that  from  his  qualifi- 
cations— hut  it  was  pretty  clear  that  he  was 
not  probably  a  member  of  any  Christian 
Church,  and  probably  did  not  much  trouble 
about  religion  of  any  kind.    They  were 
asked  to  arrange  these,  and  the  Preben- 
dary, who  was  in  the  chair,  said  we  must 
put  down  so  and  so  as   No.    1.     The 
agnostic  said,  "I    shall  move    that  we 
recommend  No.  2,  because  I  think  that 
probably  you  will  find  that  the  other  man 
has  not  given  much  time  or  thought  to 
the  higher  instincts  of  the  child."    lie  said, 
"I  quite  agree,   but  I  should  not  have 
thought  of  suggesting  it  myself."    It  was 
then  moved,  seconded,  and  carried.    He 
said  to  me,   "I  find  if   you  treat  your 
opponents    fairly,  they    will    treat  you 
fairly  in  return.    If  I  had  tried  to  make 
No.  2  the  best,  I  should  not  have  had  a 
chance   of   carrying   it."     Then   we  had 
Huddersfield  referred  to  by  His  Qrace  the 
Archbishop    as     not     having     religious, 
instruction  in  the  board  schools.     Do  yoa 
not  think  the  better  way  was  not  merely 
to  hold  Huddersfield  up  as  irreligious,  but 
to  try  to  influence  the  opinion  in  Hudders- 
field as  in  Birmingham,  where  a  wonder- 
ful change  has  taken  place  since  it  has 
been  left    to   the  people  to  decide  for 
themselves. 

With  reference  to  one  other  point. 
We  have  had  a  good  many  instances 
given  to  us  with  reference  to  a 
point  about  which  many  in  yotir 
Lordships'  House,  and  especiaUy  on 
the  Episcopal  Bench,  are  much  ^rud,^ 
namely,  that  the  Church  and  not  only 
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the  Church,  but  that  religion  will 
suffer — for  I  honeatlj  believe  they  do  not 
merely  think  of  the  Church  of  England 
but  of  all  the  Churches  of  the  land— that 
they  would  suffer  if  the  schools  were  not 
in  their  hands  or  in  some  way  under  their 
influence.  As  a  Scotsman  I  may  per- 
haps take  a  view  different  from  some  of 
your  Lordships.  As  a  member  of  a  school 
board  there,  and  as  chairman  of  it  for 
aome  years,  as  well  as  from  my  connection 
with  many  schools  in  England,  I  believe 
that  in  Scotland  since  we  went  in  for  a 
national  system  of  education  we  have  found 
that  the  people  are  at  heart  religious  and 
do  want  religion  to  be  taught  to  their 
children ;  ana  that  if  once  we  have  settled 
our  minor  differences,  and  if  once  we  can 
get  agreed  to  go  forward  in  a  national 
system  of  education,  placed  on  a  religious 
basda,  and  further,  it  is,  I  think,  the  duty 
of  the  Churches  to  impress  upon  the  young 
people  that  they  should  go  in  as  teachers 
and  take  up  that  profession — one  of  the 
noblest  anyone  could  possibly  take,  not 
second,  if  I  may  venture  to  say  so,  even 
to  the  holy  ministry  itself.  In  the  foreign 
mission  field  we  have  attracted  many  of 
the  best  of  our  young  people,  but  I  am 
afraid  here  we  have  not  succeeded  in 
impressing  on  young  people  in  this 
country  that  to  be  headmaster  of  a 
school  is  one  of  the  greatest  honours 
that  can  be  given  to  any  man.  May  I 
just  give  another  experience  in  connection 
with  one  of  our  school  missions  1  We 
have  had  some  illustrations  one  way ; 
may  I  give  one  another  t  Within  fifty 
yards  of  a  certain  mission  school  there 
was  a  large  school  board.  They  did  not 
want  the  trouble  to  build  up  a  new 
school  and  they  wanted  600  more  places 
at  an  additional  cost,  I  think,  of  about 
£30,000.  The  board  had  merely  to  ask 
for  the  £30,000  and  they  got  it,  and 
I  think  they  had  1,600  children  when 
I  last  visited  the  school.  The  children 
were  known  just  as  well  in  that  board 
school  as  they  were  by  any  clergyman  in 
his  own  school.  I  need  not  multiply 
examples,  my  Lovds,  because  there  are 
plenty  of  them,  but  I  do  hope  that  the 
appeal  of  the  Bishop  of  Kipon  will 
remain  in  our  hearts  and  memories,  and, 
through  the  Press,  will  be  read  by  every 
member  of  your  Lordships'  House ;  and 
that  when  we  meet  in  October  we  shall 
meet  with  a  desire  to  sink  minor 
differences,  to  agree  to  such^  a  Bill 
as  may  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  children 


of  the  land,  and  hand  on  to  them 
not  the  strifes  and  quarrels  of  which  we 
have  been  so  often  reminded  during  the 
past  year,  but  a  national  system  of 
education  based  on  religious  principles. 
I  believe  England  may  have  just  as 
good  and  religious  a  national  system 
for  its  children  as  they  have  in  Scot- 
land, and  that  together,  clergy,  laity, 
and  Nonconformists,  may  all  work  for 
the  benefit  of  the  children  to  hand  on  to 
them  the  beet  education  we  can  after  we 
have  passed  to  our  reward. 

Earl  NELSON :  I  want  particularly, 
as  Lord  Halifax  is  not  here,  to  correct 
one  statement  of  the  noble  Lord.  He 
represented  that  Lord  Halifax  had  said 
that  his  desire  was  to  teach  the  Boman 
Catholic  faith.  His  desire  was  to  teach 
the  Catholic  faith,  not  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  the  errors  connected  with  it  The 
thing  he  pointed  out  that  what  our  Church 
schools  were  wanting  to  do  was  to  leach 
the  Catechism  and  the  Creed.  I  am 
pleased  indeed  to  find  that  we  have  all 
realised  the  importance  of  this  education 
question,  for  the  future  of  the  country 
depends  upon  the  way  in  which  our 
children  are  brought  up;  and  I  am 
pleased  that  we  do  not  seek  to 
end,  but  rather  to  mend  the  Bill, 
because  for  the  sake  of  our  education 
and  the  sake  of  our  people,  we  want  to 
heal  as  soon  as  we  can  the  divisions 
which  have  been  caused  and  to  get 
some  statesmanlike  settlement  which  will 
be  fair  to  all.  Then  we  may  hope  for 
some  permanent  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion. Unhappily,  the  Bill  as  it  at  present 
stands,  so  far  from  doing  this,  makes  it 
a  perpetuation  of  religious  strife.  Even 
when  you  come  to  the  question  as  to  how 
many  parents  decide  this  and  that,  there 
must  be  an  election  every  three  years  to 
decide  how  far  people  will  go  one  way 
or  another.     That  will  in  nearly  every 

Eirish  create  religious  strife.  The  noble 
ord  behind  me  has  been  speaking  with 
approval  of  the  different  syllabuses  that 
are  supported  by  the  local  governing 
bodies.  It  is  perfectly  true  the  syllabuses 
are  given,  but  they  are  not  enforced  in 
the  parishes  under  the  control  of  the 
local  governing  bodies.  The  local 
governing  body  is  always  changing — 
it  is  an  elective  body.  Every  three  years 
there  will  be  all  the  religious  bitterness 
possible   for  the   purpose  of    getting   a 
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majority  one  side  or  the  other  of  the 
Churches    who    are    interested    in    the 
reli  jious  question.   That,  again,  is  another 
reason  why  you  can  never  have  peace 
if  you  have  opened  the  door  for  this  con- 
tinual animosity.      I    was    very    much 
surprised — I  think  it  was  Lord  Stanley 
told  us  we  need  not  be  troubled  about 
becoming  a  Christian  nation  or  not.     It 
all  depended  on  what  'he  people  wished, 
and  the  people  could  show  what  they 
wished  by  appointing  good  Christians  at 
these  elections  every  three  years.     But 
what  we  feel  is  that  if  the  principles  of 
this  Bill  are  carried  out  as  it  stands,  all 
the  denominational  teaching  will  be  set 
aside,  and  the  comint;  generations  will 
g^row   up  in    an    un-Christian    manner. 
They  wfll  have  no  standard  to  go  by,  and 
then    you    will    have  —  you    are    al- 
ready preparing  for    it  by  your  Bill — 
you   will    have  that    secular    education 
which  you  profess  not  to  want  to  have. 
The  BUI  comes  up  to  us  with  one  very 
eurious  mark  or  mandate  upon  it.    By  a 
very  large  majority  secularism  has  been 
put  down  and  said  to  be  an  impossible 
thing  at  the  present  time.     The  Govern- 
ment profess  to  say  that  their  Bill  is  to 
prevent  secularism,  and  they  claim  for  it 
that  it  U  a  religious  Bill ;  but  I  venture  to 
say   that  as  long   as  you  have  no  com- 
piilsory  attendance  at  the  religious  hour, 
and     so     long     as     you     take     14,000 
schools  where  now  the  Christian  religion 
is  taught    >>y  catechism  and  by   creed 
and  by  well-trained  teachers,  and  hand 
them  over  to  the  mercies  of  the  local 
governing    body,   which    is,    as    I   say, 
an    elective    body,    and    you    give    no 
mandatory   directions   to    have   religion 
you  may  call  your  Bill  a  religious  Bill, 
but  it   is    perfectly    impossible    that  it 
really  can  be  so. 

It  is    very  generally    supposed    that 
our  existing  law  is  an  utter  failure.     I 
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of  Nonconformists  that  we  cannot  by  any 
possibility  treat  them  as  a  whole.     Welt, 
now,  in  a  great  number  of  our  country 
districts  there  is  only  one  body  of  Non- 
conformists —  the  Primitive  Methodists 
or    the    Methodists.      In    other     cases 
there  may  be  more,  but  all  I  can  tell  you 
about  the  religious  difficulty  is  that  in 
one  school  of  which   I  am  chairman  I 
had  two  passive  registers,  and  we  also 
had  at  our  school  a  Wesleyan  teacher. 
When  I  first  took  the  chair  of  my  new 
body,  [  said  that  I  was  perfectly  prepared 
that  the  Wesleyan  children  should  be  put 
dnring    the    religious    hour   under    the 
Wesleyan  teacher,  and  I  was  told  that  they 
had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  religious 
teaching  that  was  going  on  in  the  school 
On  another  occasion,  in  another  school 
that  I  was  connected  with,  I  had  a  petition 
from  the   Wesleyans,  who  said :  "  Will 
you  allow  us  to  come  and  teach  in  the 
school  during  the  religious  hour  t "     I  im- 
mediately gave  them  leave.     There  was 
some  difficulty  about  it,  but  if  a  system 
of  that  sort  had  been  generally  accepted 
there  would   have  been   little   difficulty 
about    religious    education     as    far    as 
general    agricultural    villages   are    con- 
cerned.    It  is  not   the   education    that 
you  give,  but  it  is  the  man  who  gives  it. 
I  will  not  occupy  your  time  long,  but  the 
other  day  I  came  across  a  sermon  by  Dr. 
Clifford  reported  in  the  Christian  World. 
I  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  it 
would  be  well  reported.     Tlie  subject  be 
took  was  the  religions  atmosphere.      I 
will  read  you  two  short  extracts.     He  says 
that  many  of  the  mistakes  of  Parliament 
as  well  as  of  the  Church^  arise  from 
their  failure  to  recognise  the  power  of 
atmosphere  in  the  training  of  a  child. 
The  training  was  of  course  effected  by 
such  things  as  books,  mechanical  arrange- 
ments,   maps,  plans,   etc.,   but    it    was 
pre-eminently     a    ouestion     of    atmos- 
phere.    For    the  educational  culture  of 


have  been  interested  from  my  early  youth  I  a  spirit  made  in    the   likeness   of   God 
-•_   xu-    -j„  ^-        ,  .  ,        .     atmosphere  was   necessary  in   which 


in 


the  education  of  our  people,  and  a 
greater  advance  to  the  general  cause  of 
education  than  our  present  law  has  been 
is  not  to  be  told.  In  my  own  schools  I 
took  an  interest  in  getting  or  trying  to 
get  to  represent  the  county  council  and 
the  parish  the  most  prominent  Dissenters 
we  could  have.  There  is  no  doubt  there 
is  some  difficulty — there  are  some  incon- 
veniences, but  they  have  been  very  much 
exaggerated.  In  the  first  place  it  is  said 
that  there  are  such  a  lot  of  different  bodies 
Earl  Xelson. 


an 


lere  was  necessary  in 
were  various  ingredients.  First  there 
was  the  ruler — the  superintendent,  the 
manager,  the  perdon  in  command — ^then 
there  was  the  room  or  building  in  which 
the  children  were  confined.  Much  de- 
pended upon  that,  also  the  display  on  the 
wall,  the  pictures  representing  great  facts 
and  personalities.  And  then  he  finished 
by  saying  a  good  teacher  was  the  making 
of  a  school  The  school  would  be  a 
good  school    if    it  had  a  good  teacher; 
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it  would  b«  a  bad  school  if  it  had 
«  bad  teacher.  Hia  weekly  visits 
to  his  Sunday  school  had  prooti- 
'Cally  no  value  except  to  himself.  It  was 
the  teacher  with  his  scholars  around 
him  looking  into  their  eyes  and  bringing 
out  hia  religious  influence  who  was  doing 
the  real  work  of  teaching.  What  we 
want  is  that  the  education  of  this  country 
for  the  future  shall  be  aCbristian  education. 
We  want  religion  to  be  written  on  the  face 
of  the  Bill  as  it  is  in  Germany,  as  it  is  in 
Canada,  where  they  take  care  that  what- 
•ever  the  religious  teaching  may  be,  there 
ishall  be  an  inspection  to  show  it  is  pro- 
perly ^ven.  We  want  to  have  it  given 
by  trained  teachers  who  have  at  heart  the 
religion  they  profess  to  teach,  and  in  that 
way  and  in  that  way  alone,  when  the 
<-ountry  comes  to  understand  it,  shall  we 
be  able  thoroughly  to  carry  out  the 
'Country's  demand  for  a  religious  basis  to 
our  edacation. 


Lord  CASTLETOWN  -.  My  Lords,  I 
have  no  right  to  interpose  in  the  debate 
to-night  as  one  dealing  mainly  with  educa- 
■tional  questions  in  Poland,  but  I  have 
always  taken  a  very  deep  interest 
in  education.  I  have  gone  abroad  to 
-Study  what  has  happened  there.  I  have 
also  worked  hard  in  my  own  district, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  am  now 
managing  five  or  six  schools  in  the  sister 
-country.  One  thing  which  strikes  me  in 
ithe  debate  to  which  I  have  been  listening 
— Glistening,  as  I  say,  rather  as  an  out- 
Ader;  but  very  often  the  outsider  sees 
a  good  deal  of  what  is  going  on — is  that 
though  the  Bill  is  called  an  education 
Bill  nearly  all  of  the  speeches  made  have 
been  upon  the  question  <d  religion.  Nonr 
■education  may  be  secular,  it  may  be 
-denominational ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is 
considered  to  be  entirely'  a  religious 
qaestion.  Therefore  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  issue  of  the  Bill  and  its  object 
seems  to  me  tO  be  rather  confused  by 
many  of  the  speakers.  I  would  venture 
to  say  also  that  the  three  great  essentials 
•of  good  education  are  (1)  control  by  the 
people  who  pay  for  the  education,  (2)  a 
proper  thorough  training  to  fit  children 
to  compete  in  the  world  and  to  compete 
also  and  especially  with  foreign  nations, 
and  (3)  religious  teaching  when  desired 
and  where  desired.      The   Bill,   in   my 

r'on,  gives  us  these  three  essentials. 
.  most  noble  Prelate  the  Archbishop 


of    Canterbury,   dealing  with  the    first 
essential,  gave  his  qualified  approval  of 
the  mandate  which  the  country  has  given 
to  the  present  Government,  that  is  for  thn 
control    by    the    people    of  educational 
questions.    So  too,  I  may  venture  to  say, 
it  fulfils  to  a  certain  extent  No.  2.     The 
great  problem  of  education  to  my  mind,  is 
— does  the  Bill  provide  a  good  system  of 
teaching,  one  which  will  tit  the  present 
generation  to  compete  in  the  struggle  of 
fife,  I  have  been  studjring,  as  I  said  before, 
education  in  many  countries.      I   have 
been  studying  the  problem  for  some  years, 
and  lately  I  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  in  Belgium  and  study  the  problem 
there.     I  honestly  s  ly  in  this  House — I 
daresay  it  may  be  a  strong  statement — 
but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  neariy 
every    child    in    Belgium  is    infinitely 
better  fitted  by  the  educational  system 
in  that  land  than  our  children.     Training 
is  much  more  comprehensive,  and  maim 
more  perfect,  and  I  would   ask  you  to 
note,   too,  my  Lords,  that  they  nave  a 
religious    training  which   is   very  simi- 
lar    to    that    provided    in    thu    Bill. 
Some  of  the  clauses  of  this  Bill  dealing 
with     religious     training     seem     very 
much,  when  one  looks  into  the  Belgian 
law,  as  if  they  had  been  taken  from  the 
laws    of    that   country.      While    I    am 
on  the  religious  point,  I  would  like  to 
say  how  much  struck  I  was  by  the  terse 
and  strong  speech  of  my  noble  friend  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  spoke  on  behalf  of 
the   Roman    Catholics  and    the    Roman 
Catholic  Party.     Living  in  Ireland  as  I 
do,  I   yield  to   none  in  my  admiration 
of  the  splendid  lives  lived  by  many  of  mv 
fellow  countrymen,  Roman  Catholics— all 
through  love  of   religion — and   the  high 
moral  tone  of  their  lives,  but  I  would  ask 
them,  and  if  my  noble  friend  were  in  his 
place  I  would  ask  him,  if  they  are  satis- 
fied, as  I  understand  they  are  satisfied  in 
Belgium  with  the  training  that  is  given 
to  children  in  that  great  Catholic  and 
industrial   country — I   would  ask    them 
how    can    they    find     fault    with    the 
religious    teaching    which    is    provided 
for  m  this  Bill.     I  have  by  me  the  educa- 
tion law  of  Belgium.     I  will  quote  you  a 
very  few  clauses  dealing  with  religions 
teaching,  and  show  you,  if  you  will  permit 
me,  the  analogy.     I  do  not  propose  to  in- 
flict on  the  House    the  reading  of  the 
clauses  in  French,  but  I  will  try  and 
put  them   as    rapidly  as    possible    into 
English.       These      are      the       olauses 
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dealing  with  primary  instruction  in  Bel- 
gium. Primary  instruction  comprehends 
necoMarily  the  teaching  of  religion  and 
morals,  writing,  reading,  arithmetic,  the 
legal  system  of  weights  and  measures, 
elements  of  language,  geography,  history 
of  Belgium,  notions  of  hygiene,  singing, 
gymnastics,  and  for  girls  it  aUo  brings 
in  working  with  the  needle,  and  for  boys 
a  knowledge  of  agriculture.  Then  it  goes 
on  to  say  what  is  most  interesting  to  us, 
that  what  is  the  local  authority  there  has 
the  right  to  extend  the  diiferent  systems 
where  they  are  possible  and  where  they 
are  well  advised.  Then  as  far  as  the 
religious  question  goes,  the  ministers  of 
different  religions  are  invited  to  give  in 
the  primary  schools  submitted  to  the 
present  law,  teaching  in  religion  and  in 
morals,  and  the  law  goes  on  to  explain 
the  hours  that  are  to  be  given  for 
religious  instruction ;  and  then  in  the  last 
clause  of  all  it  refers  to  the  inspection  by 
Government  of  the  religious  instruction  to 
see  that  that  instruction  is  properly  given. 
Now,  my  Lords,  there  is  an  analogy  which 
I  venture  to  say  exists  between  what  is 
the  present  Belgian  law  and  what  is, 
roughly  speaking,  the  suggestion  made  in 
the  Bill. 

What  strikes  me— again,  if  I  may 
use  the  word,  as  an  onlooker  —  is 
that  the  value  of  necessary  education 
during  these  debates  is  being  forgotten  in 
pursuit  of  what  I  may  venture  to  call  a 
religious  shadow.  The  child  and  its 
teaching,  even  the  future  of  its  existence, 
are  being  made,  if  I  may  say  so,  the 
shuttlecock  of  politics.  I  believe  in 
religious  training,  but  I  do  not  believe  in 
bewildering  children  with  dogmas.  If 
the  parents  in  Belgium,  as  is  provided 
under  the  law  I  have  quoted,  are 
able  to  do  their  duty  as  they  are — I 
have  been  there  and  asked  the  question — 
then  this  Bill  gives  ample  scope  if  they 
are  vigorous  in  this  country  to  do  their 
duty  here.  If  the  local  authority  which 
is  put  into  the  Bill  does  not  do  its  duty 
and  does  not  interpret  the  Bill  in  the 
spirit  desired  by  those  who  pay  the  rates, 
and  who  pay  for  the  work  of  education, 
and  control  education,  I  must  say  I  think 
very  poorly  of  Englishmen  if  they  are 
not  aole  to  see  that  the  work  they 
pay  for  is  carried  out  in  the  way 
they  would  wish  it.  I  rejoice  to  see 
in  the  Bill  that  Wales  has  been 
able  to  secure,  so  to  speak,  a  council  of 
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education  for  itself.  I  think  it  does  great 
credit  to  Wales,  and  to  the  Welsh  people, 
and  it  does  great  credit,  if  I  may  say  so, 
to  the  Government  for  dealing  so  broadly 
and  liberally  with  these  people.  Wales 
has  done  fine  work  educationally,  and  her 
people,  I  think,  will  very  likely  set  a  good 
example  to  other  local  authorities  through- 
out the  land.  This  brings  me  to  die 
essential  of  the  best  training  to  fit  a  child 
for  life  and  work.  That  is  the  great 
problem  you  have  to  face.  The  Bill,  as 
we  have  it,  has  many  facilities,  and  I  hope 
the  local  authority,  as  the  directing  and 
controlling  power,  will  act  vigorously  and 
fearlessly.  I  fancy  Wales  wiU  give  a  very 
good  example,  as  I  said  before,  to 
authorities  throughout  the  land.  I  have 
been  through  a  large  part  of  the  Continent 
studying  this  question  of  education,  and 
I  say  there  is  very  little  time  to  lose  if 
we  are  to  tit  our  children  as  the  children 
of  the  Continent  are  being  fitted.  They 
are  better  equipped  than  we  are,  and  if  we 
remain  squabbling  over  the  question  of 
religious  teaching,  they  on  the  Continent 
will  be  forging  ahead.  From  the  very  able 
and  kindly  speech  that  I  heard  from  the 
most  rev.  Prelate  the  Archbishopof  Canter- 
bury, and  from  other  indications,  I  cannot 
help  hoping  that  in  all  likelihood,  when 
we  come  to  Committee,  means  may  be 
found  to  make  this  Bill  a  great,  if  not  a 
final,  settlement.  I  would  ask  all  those 
who  are  here  to  remember  when  that 
time  comes  that  then,  and  as  long  as  this 
education  contest  goes  on  and  the  fire  is 
kept  alight,  we  are  delaying  the  proper 
treatment  of  education  while  our  com- 
petitors are,  as  I  said,  forging  ahead. 
We  thereby  endanger — and  I  think  it  is 
the  greatest  danger  to  which  a  nation  can 
be  exposed — the  future  of  the  children 
of  this  generation.  We  endanger  their 
future  in  4ife,  we  endanger  their 
existence,  and  I  think  I  may  safely  say 
we  endanger  the  very  existence  of  the 
nation  itself.  • 

♦Lord  HYLTON:  My  Lords,  after 
the  President  of  the  Council  rose  yester- 
day afternoon,  he  expressed  regret 
that  while  the  Church  of  England  and 
the  Church  of  Rome  were  well  represented 
in  this  House,  there  was  notxKly,  he 
thought,  who  could  speak  with  equal 
authority  on  behalf  of  Nonconformist 
bodies.  I  think  we  all  welcome  the  appear- 
ance of  so  weighty  a  representative  as- 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Winterstoke.    W» 
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do  not  agree,  perhaps,  with  all  his  con- 
chuioiis,  bat  it  must  be  of  considerable 
advantage  and  ralue  to  our  deliberations, 
that  Nonconformity  should  be  represented 
in  this  House  by  one  so  well  calculated 
to  speak  on  its  behalf  as  his  Lordship. 
I  should  not  have  ventured  to  intervene, 
my  Lords,  this  evening  if  I  had  not  eat 
for  some  years  as  a  member  of  a  County 
Education  Committee,  and,  like  a  great 
many  of  your  Lordships,  attended  pretty 
regiuarly  to  my  duties  as  manager 
of  one  or  two  elementary  schools.  I 
take,  of  course,  an  interest  in  educa- 
tion, but  I  do  not  know,  thinking 
it  over,  whether  that  really  is  any  excuse 
lot  my  rising  to-night.  My  noble  friend 
Lord  Castletown  just  now  gave  as  his 
reason  for  speaking  his  zeal  and  interesi: 
in  education,  but  the  fact  is,  as  has  been 
pointed  oat  by  more  than  one  speaker, 
this  Bill,  though  professedly  a  Bill  for 
the  better  promotion  of  education,  he.8 
hardly  anything  to  do  with  education 
at  alL  The  noble  Earl,  Lord  Crewe, 
lamented  in  his  speech  yesterday  that 
some  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  discus- 
sion which  had  taken  place  in  regard  to 
this  matter  within  the  last  six  months 
related  to  so-called  religious  difficulties, 
but  surely  the  fault  of  that,  if  fault 
there  be,  lies  at  the  door  of  His  Majesty's 
6ovenxment.  This  Bill  is  almost  ex- 
chisivdy  concerned  with  the  question 
of  religious  observances,  and  if  passed 
in  its  present  form  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  it  would  result  eventually 
in  the  ousting  of  religious  obser- 
vances from  nearly  every  one  of  the 
elementary  schools  of  this  country.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  such 
is  not  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the 
BilL  Lord  Crewe  and  others  who  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  have  told  us 
that  such  is  not  their  intention,  and  we 
on  these  benches  are  perfectly  willing 
to  admit  that  they  are  accurate  in  what 
they  say  on  that  point.  But  I  think  this 
BiU  might  be  correctly  described  as  a 
Bill  for  rendering  doubtful  the  continu- 
ance of  religious  instruction  in  our 
schools.  The  Government  is  not  entirely 
to  blame  in  this  matter,  for  the  situation 
has  been  growing  very  grave  ever  since 
the  passage  of  the  Bill  of  1902.  The 
evil  will  be  greatly  increased,  I  believe,  if 
the  present  Bill  passes  into  law,  but 
the  evil  has  been  growing  ever  since  the 


Act  of  1902  was  passed.  I  will  return  t» 
that  point  presently,  but  all  of  as  on 
this  side  of  the  House  expected  and 
understood,  as  a  result  of  the  late  General 
Election,  that  some  amending  Bill  would 
be  introduced  in  regard  to  that  measure. 
I  for  one  —  of  course  I  can  only 
speak  for  myself  —  oould  not  oppose 
various  Amendments  to  the  Act  of  1902. 
No  measure  that  is  passed  in  Parliament 
is  a  perfect  measure,  and  no  doubt  the 
Act  of  1902  did  require  and  did  suggest 
Aniendments.  There  were  many  of  u» 
I  know  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
would  have  ofiered  no  opposition  what* 
ever  to  an  amending  Bill  endeavowingr 
where  grievances  oould  be  proved  to- 
exist,  to  remove  those  grievances.  I 
will  not  refer  in  detail  to  what  those 
grievances  were — those  of  the  passive 
resisters,  and,  in  certain  cases  where 
further  so-called  popular  control  should 
be  given  in  the  voluntary  schools.  Wher- 
ever grievances  could  be  held  to  be 
created  by  the  Act  of  1902,  I  am  oon- 
vinoed  many  on  these  benches  would, 
have  cordially  supported  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  a  measure  to  redress 
them.  But  the  grievances  that  I  believe 
did  exist  under  the  Act  of  1902  were  not, 
I  think,  general  throughout  the  country. 
They  were  only  of  a  sporadic  nature. 
Your  Lordships  will  have  in  your  recollec- 
tion the  case  of  Kennington  that  was 
referred  to  by  the  most  rev.  Primate 
yesterday.  The  most  rev.  Primate  re- 
ferred to  this  case  in  his  knowledge  where 
voluntary  and  board  schools  existed  side 
by  side,  where  there  was  no  compulsion 
on  the  parent  who  disliked  voluntary 
schoob  to  send  his  children  there,  and 
how  could  it  be  said  that  in  places  like 
Kennington  any  grievance  existed  which 
made  it  necessary  that  legislation  of  so 
drastic  a  character  as  this  should  be 
brought  in  ?  The  only  grievance  that  in 
a  case  like  Kennington  can  be  said  to- 
exist  is  that  in  denominational  schools- 
denominationalists  retain  the  right  to- 
appoint  the  teacher,  a  right  dearly 
purchased  by  sums  piovidtd  by  voluntary 
efforts  for  providing  sites  and  buildings.. 
The  case  like  that  of  Kennington  is 
by  no  means  an  isolated  one';j  there 
are  similar  ones  all  over  the  country. 
In  my  own  neighbourhood  I  happen 
to  know  of  three  small  towns,. 
or  large  villages,  where  the  populationi 
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<K>nsists  largely  of  miners,  nearly  all  of 
them  Nonconformists,  and  in  each  of 
these  villages  or  towns  there  exist  a 
■voluntary  school  and  a  board  school. 
The  parents  have  the  option  of  sending 
•children  to  one  or  the  other  just  as  they 
please,  and  in  cases  like  that  again 
how  can  any  grievance  be  said  to 
•exist  ?  Take  the  case  of  another 
large  group  of  schools  such  as  that  at 
"Seaham  referred  to  by  the  noble  Marquess 
Xord  Londonderry  yesterday  evening. 
Seaham,  the  noble  Marquess  mentioned, 
lias  a  large  Church  of  England  school 
which  is  attended  by  numbers  of  children 
•of  Nonconformist  parents,  but  not  one 
of  those  children  was  taken  away  from 
the  religious  instruction  in  that  Church 
of  England  school,  and  there  was  no 
■grievance,  no  reUgious  diflSculty  felt 
"whatever.  My  Lords,  I  am  anxious  not 
to  take  up  unnecessanly  the  time  of  the 
House,  but  I  could  have  quoted  the  case 
■of  another  Church  of  England  school 
well  known  to  me  in  the  village  where  I 
live  myself.  There  are  a  number  of 
•children  of  Nonconformist  parents  attend- 
ing that  school,  and  I  asked  the  clergy- 
man if  he  had  ever  known  a  case  of  a 
-single  child  of  Nonconformist  parents 
"being  withdrawn  from  reUgious  instruc- 
tion in  that  school.  He  told  me  not 
•one,  and  he  added  that  the  religious 
instruction  given  in  that  school  was 
and  always  hfd  been  of  a  character  calcu- 
lated in  no  way  to  ruffle  any  suscepti- 
Tiilities  nor  to  include  any  doctrine  or 
formula  that  could  be  distasteful  or 
objectionable  to  the  parents  of  Noncon- 
formist children  that  attended  the  school. 
1  mention  that  case  because  I  think,  my 
Xords,  it  may  perhaps  strengthen  my 
argument  that  the  religious  difficulties 
we  have  heard  of  are  not  general  at  all, 
or  spread  over  a  wide  area,  but  are 
■essentially  of  a  sporadic  character ;  and 
«urely  in  cases  like  those  I  have  referred 
-to,  the  most  fair,  generous  and  liberal 
•course  would  be  to  ascertain  the  wishes 
of  the  parents  of  the  children  attending 
iihe  schools  before  any  change  is  made  in 
the  existing  conditions. 

After  the  eloquent  speeches  we  have 
listened  to  yesterday  and  to-day  from 
right  rev.  Prelates  it  would  be 
useless  for  me  to  insist  upon  the 
necessity    of    our    maintaining   religion 

Lord  Hylton. 


as  the  basis  of  all  elementary  education 
in  this  country.  I  think,  with  hardly 
any  exception,  that  is  the  general  wish 
both  of  your  Lordships'  House  and 
of  the  country.  If  your  Lordshipe 
were  no*  convinced  by  the  eloquent 
speech  of  the  most  rev.  Primate  tiiere 
is  nothing  else  that  I  can  say,  but  I 
believe  all  of  us  must  agree  that  some 
religious  instruction  should  be  given, 
and  that  the  children  must  attend  it 
unless  the  parents  like  to  t=ike  advantage 
of  the  Conscience  Clause.  I  cannot 
admit  the  argument  of  the  noble  Eari 
the  President  of  the  Council  that  religions 
teaching  is  of  no  value  where  it  is  com- 
pulsory. I  think  the  noble  Earl  mi^t 
just  8 s  well  attempt  to  argue  tha* secular 
education  would  be  of  no  value  where 
it  is  compulsory.  What  do  noble 
Lords  do  in  the  case  of  their  own 
children  ?  When  it  is  Sunday  they 
tell  their  children  that  it  is  time  to  go 
to  Church.  When  it  is  time  for  them  to 
go  to  school,  they  tell  them  to  go  to  school. 
There  is  compulsion  in  that.  Whoever 
heard  of  children  being  able  to  receive 
any  education,  secular  or  religious,  unless 
to  a  certain  extent  it  was  compulsory  ? 
My  Lords,  if  we  are  agreed  that  some 
religious  instruction  should  be  given  in 
every  elementary  school,  how  are  we  to 
attain  that  object?  The  noble  Earl 
Lord  Carrington  said  yesterday  that 
religious  and  not  secular  instruction  was 
one  of  the  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment measure,  but  when  he  was  chal- 
lenged by  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asajih  to 
explain  how  that  principle  could  be 
found  in  the  Bill,  it  was  quite  impossible 
for  him  or  for  anyone  else  to  find  that 
principle  included  in  the  BilL  It  is 
certainly  not  in  Clause  7,  and  it  is  not  in 
paragraph  2  of  Clause  8.  Let  us 
try  to  insert  that  principle  in  the 
Bill  by  which  we  shall  please  not  only 
those  on  our  own  benches,  but  I  hope 
also  the  noble  Earl  Lord  Carrington. 

Whilst  I  contend  that  the  principle  of 
religious  as  opposed  to  secular  instmctaon 
is  not  contained  in  the  Bill,  there  are 
certain  clauses  indicatory  of  the  prindple, 
but  they  are  clauses  of  the  most  slippery 
and  elusive  character.  By  the  Bill  all 
voluntary  schools  must  relinquish  their 
property ;  but  that  is  a  mere  question  of 
£  s.  d.,  and  comparatively  unimportant. 
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The  voluntary  schools  have  to  relinquish 
a  great  deal  more  than  their  property,  and 
tiiat  is,  their  present  opportunity  of  giving 
religious    instruction.    We    are    taking 
away  all  certainty  in  the  matter,  and  in 
return   we    get    chances.     We    get    a 
chance  of  facilities ;  a  chance  of  extended 
hcilitiee ;   a  chance   of   contracting  out 
of    the     Bill     imder     Clause    5.     But 
then,   suppose    we    succeed  in    getting 
these  chances,  at  a  cost  of  what  fnction, 
what  strife  and  what  waste  of  energy 
shall  we  have  secured  them  ?    Supposing 
we  do    not    succeed    in    getting    these 
facilities  or  extended  facilities,  then  we 
most  fall  back  on  what  the  Education 
Committees  like  to  give  in  the  way  of 
syllabuses,  that  simple  Bible   teaching, 
which    no     teacher     may     teach    and 
whidi  no   child  need  be  taught.     That 
must  eventuaUy  lead  to  secular  instruc- 
tim,  and  the  mischief,  I  am   sorry  to 
say,  has  begun  already.    His  Majesty's 
Government  is  not  wholly  responsible  for 
tiiat.    It    is  partly  the    result    of    the 
legislation  of  1 870  and  1 902.    We  learned 
yesterday   from  the  discussion  what  is 
taking  place  in  Wales,  where,  in  numbers 
of  schools,   no  religious   instruction  is 
being  given  at  all.    And  then  we  learned 
of  Hnddersfield.    There   is   nothing   to 
prevent  that  spreading.    I  have  here  a 
Eetum     from     the    County    Education 
Committee     in     Somerset    as     to    the 
syllabus  of  religious  instruction  followed 
in  the  county  schools,  and  this  bears 
out    thoroughly    the    contention    that 
religious   instruction  is  gradually  being 
whittled  away  under  this  system.     The 
syllabus    is    an    excellent   syllabus    and 
is  followed  in  ninety-two  cases,  but  in 
forty-six    schools   an   abridged    form    is 
followed,  and  in  four  schools  there  are 
syllabuses  other  than  that  adopted  by  the 
Committee.    I  am  not  going  to. trouble 
your  Lordships  by  going  at  length  into 
details,  but  of  twenty -six  schools  enumer- 
ated on  the   first  page  of  this  Return 
I  may   mention    that   in  sixteen  there 
is  no  inspection  whatever  of  the  religious 
instruction  that   is  being  given.    Under 
those    circumstances,    I    think    I  may 
say    that     the     religious      instruction 
tiiat   is   being    given    in    the    provided 
fldiools  is  not  quite  satisfactory  and  not 
likely  in  the  future  to  be  of  a  satisfactory 
character.  I  should  like  to  see  it,  in  Com- 
mittee, made  illegal  in  the  case  of  provided 


schools    for  these  religious  syllabuses  to- 
be   tampered   with  or  curtailed  or  for 
others    to    be    used    in   their    place.    T 
should  like  to  see  the  power  of  drawing: 
up    these    syllabuses    withdrawn    from 
the    Education    Committees,    and     for 
Parlicment  to  resume   the   power  dele- 
gated    in    this     matter.      This    is     a 
national     matter,     and      not     a     local 
one.    Religion,  it  seems     to    me,    is   as 
vital     in     Wales    or     Huddersfield     as 
in    Hampshire    or    any    other    county. 
Many  of  these  syllabuses  are  excellent. 
The   Minister   for   Education,   when   in- 
troducing   the    Bill    in    another    place, 
particularly    singled    out    one    or    two- 
counties.    However  different  their  views- 
of  thought — Roman  Catholics,  Church  of 
England,    Dissenters — on    the    different 
county  education  committees,  they  meet 
together,  and  in  almost  all  cases  have- 
found  no  difficulty  in  forming  syllabuses- 
on  which   they  could  agree.    I  should 
like  to  see  this  done  in  a  national  way,, 
and  I  cannot  see  why  it  should  be  im- 
possible  for   a   Conference   to   meet   in 
London,  or  elsewhere,  where  leading  meni 
representing  all  Parties,  laymen  as  well  as 
ecclesiastical,  should  meet  and  that  some- 
national  syllabus  should  be  drawn  up 
for  use  in  all  provided  schools.    And  I 
should    like    to    see    Parliament    then' 
sanction  the  labours  of  the  Conference- 
and  make  it  statutory  for  local  authorities 
and  managers  to  see  that  such  syllabus 
was    used   in    all    provided    schools.    I 
should  not  object  to  seeing  it  applied 
in  Church  of  England  schools,  where  the 
majority  of  the  parents  wish,  though,  of 
course,    different    treatment    would    be- 
required  for  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish 
schools.     But  this  is  an  age  of  tolerance, 
and  I  cannot  understand  why  so  many 
politicians  should  take  such  an  intolerant 
view  of  this  matter  as  it  seems  to  me- 
they  are  doing.    There  are,  of  course,, 
many  other  provisions  of  ike  Bill,  but 
at  this  late  hour,  and  after  having,  I  am 
sure,  exhausted  your  Lordships'  patience- 
with  the  remarks  I  have  already  made,. 
I  shall  only  say  that  I  hope  this  Bill  will 
be    most    drastically    and    thoroughly 
altered    in    Committee    when    October 


comes. 


*LoED    AMPTHILL:    My    Lords,    it 
is  not  necessary  for  anyore  to  make  a. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1267 


Education  (England 


{LOBDS} 


and  Wales)  BiU. 


1268 


•special    apology    for    speaking    on    this 
occasion.     One  and  all,  I  imagine,  feel 
in   a   special   degree   the   responsibility 
imposed  upon  us  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  Realm,  and  that  sense  of  duty  which 
■»r»8    so    eloquently    expressed    by    the 
noble    Doke    who    spoke    from    these 
benches  in  Ishe  name  of  Roman  Catholics 
yesterday   evening.    I    think   that   any 
Member  of  your  Lordships'  House  who 
thinks  that  on  account  of  what  he  has 
heard  or  seen  or  observed,  he  can  add 
something  to  the  discussion,  ought  to 
do  so  on  this  occasion.    It  is  on  those 
grounds,   and   on   those   grounds  alone 
that  I  venture  to  address  your  Lord- 
ships.     This    is   a    national    question. 
All     questions,     of    course,    are    in    a 
sense  national,  but  this  is    in    a  par- 
ticular  degree    a   national   question,   a 
question  we  cannot  leave  to  be  fought  out 
on"convontional  Party  lines  by  the  two 
front  benches  of  this  House  under  rules 
and   restrictions   as   rigid    as    those   of 
&  field  day  at  Aldershot,  and  with  a  result 
as'*oertain  and  inevitable  as  that  of  a 
stage    duel.     We    want    to  discuss  this 
question,  because  we  hope  for  something 
more  than  a  mere  Party  vote  to  result.     It 
is  a  discussion  which  we  hope  will  lead 
to  the   alteration,   the   formation,   and 
the  confirmation  of  opinions.    I   speak, 
not  only  for  myself,  but  also  I  am  sure 
for     many     others    on     this     side     of 
the   House  when   I   say  we   should   be  ■ 
heartily  and  sincerely  glad  to  see  His 
Majesty's  Government  solve  this  question 
to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  nation. 
Your     Lordships     will    note     that      I 
say  the  nation,  and  not  merely  the  large  , 
majority     in     the     House     of    Com- 1 
mons.    That  is  a  different  thing  alto-  j 
gether,  and  I  think  it  is  pretty  clear 
that    no    noble    Lord    on     the     other 
side  of  the  House   would  attempt    for 
one  moment  to   deny  that   the  nation 
as  a  whole  will  not  be  satisfied    with 
this    Bill.     It    is    not    necessary    for 
me    to    dilate    on    the    dissatisfaction 
itself,  or  the  nature  or  cause  of  that 
dissatisfaction ;     that    has    been    done 
•amply    and    suflB.ciently    already.    That 
it  exists,  nobody  in  their  senses  can  for 
a  moment  deny,  and  I  shall  therefore 
endeavour  to  confine  myself  to  a  brief 
examination  of  the  general  principles  for 
which  we  are  striving. 
Lord  Ampthill. 


I    think     the    Lord     President    wa« 
perfectly   right   when    he   said   ia   the 
opening  words  of  his  speech  that  our 
object  is  to  establish  a  national  system 
of  education.    That  is  the  object  of  the 
Bill.    I  think  it  is  equally  beyond  dis- 
I  pate  that  the  nation  does  actually  want 
i  a   national   system    of  education.    The 
nation   is   not   always   able   to   express 
clearly     what      it     does     want,     bat 
undoubtedly  there  was  a  mandate  for 
public    control    where    there    ia    pnbUc 
expenditure,  and  I  think  that  the  ianer 
meaning  which  lies  beneath  that  man- 
date is   a  conscious   or   half  conscious 
desire  for  a  national  system  of  edacation. 
I  also  freely  and  fully  admit,  while  I  am 
on  the  subject  "of  mandates,  that  there 
was  a  mandate  for  a  final  settlement  of 
this  longstanding    problem — a    mandate 
for  the  {removal   of  the  grievances  of 
Nonconformists,  gwhioh  I  do  not  think 
are  denied  by  any^  fair-minded  or  reason- 
able Churchman.  Bo  far,  then,  I  admit  the 
existence  of  the  mandates  on  which  His 
Majesty's    Government    rely.     There  is 
no   doubt   that   we   must   have   a   Bill 
giving    full   public   control   over   public 
expenditure  in  the  matter  of  education, 
and  we  must  have  that  Bill  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible  in  order  to  put  an  end 
to    this    interminable    and    embittered 
strife. 


^But  another  thing,  I  think,  is  perfectly 
clear,  'although  it  is  not  said  to  be 
supported  by  a  mandate,  and  that  is  that 
the  nation  is  not  prepared  to  have,  in  fact, 
will  not  have,  ^uoation  divorced  from 
religion.  It  seems  to  me  to  follow  from 
this — of  course  every  man  can  only 
speak  for  himself  and  from  how  things 
appear  to  him — it  seems  to  me  that  what 
follows  from  this  is,  that  what  is  required 
is  a  Bill  to  establish  a  national  system 
of  jtcduoation  of  which  religions  in- 
struction is  to  be  an  essential  part. 
That,  my  Lords,  I  believe,  was  the 
mandate  of  the  nation,  and  so  far 
almost  all  men,  I  think,  are  agreed. 
But  it  is  precisely  at  this  point  that 
we''|oome  to  the  difficulty,  and  that  is, 
what  is  to  be  the  form  of  that  religious 
instruction  ?  The  only  solution  I  can 
see  is  that  each  denomination  should  be 
equal,  absolutely  equal  in  the  eyes  of  the 
State,  and  absolutely  equal  in  the  eyes 
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of  the  law.  And  I  cannot,  for  the  life 
of  me,  see  why  such  a  system  cannot  be 
established.  It  has  been  done,  and 
with  great  success,  in  other  countries. 
I  was  very  glad  when  the  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  from  the  Government  Benches 
a  short  time  ago,  alluded  for  the  first 
time  to  the  sabjeot  of  educational 
systems  abroad,  for  it  is  my  object 
to  say  a  few  words  this  evening  on 
that  point,  passing  on  as  quickly  as  I 
possibly  can.  The  Bill  does  not  pro- 
vide that  each  religion  shall  be  eqoal 
in  the  eyes  of  the  State  and  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law.  The  Lord  President, 
in  moving  the  Second  Reading,  told 
OS  clearly  that  it  is  an  undenominational 
Bin,  and  that  the  object  of  Clause  1,  which 
he  declared  to  be  the  Bill,  was  to  place 
an  undenominational  school  within  the 
reach  of  every  child  whose  parents  desired 
itto  attend  one.  That,  he  added,  would 
remove  the  Nonconformist  grievance.  I 
think  the  noble  Lord  was  more  honest 
than  discreet  when  he  made  that  state- 
meint,  for  in  doing  so,  my  Lords,  to  use 
a  somewhat  vulgar  phrase,  he  let  the  cat 
out  of  the  bag.  What  we  cannot  get  to 
be  understood,  and  yet  it  is  the  whole 
point  of  this  difficult  question,  is  that  un- 
denominationalism  is  not  neutral,  it  is  not 
non-religion,  it  is  something  very  definite, 
and  something  which  is  just  as  abhorrent 
to  ardent  Churchmen  and  ardent  Roman 
Catholics  as  Churchmanship,  Anglicanism 
and  Roman  Catholicism,  are  to  Non- 
conformists themselves.  Undenomina- 
tionaUsm  is,  in  fact,  the  religion  of  the 
Tiee  Churches,  and  the  point  of  the  whole 
qnestion  is  that  you  cannot  establish  unde- 
nominationalism,  on  the  assumption  that 
it  is  something  neutral,  in  preference  to 
other  systems  of  religious  instruction. 
Vhat  you  must  have  is  equal  facilities  for 
all.  I  said  just  now  that  other  nations 
have  been  through  the  same  difficulty. 
When  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  but 
one  began  to  allude  to  Belgium,  I  hoped 
very  much  indeed  thatpie  would  tell  you 
how  the  neighbouring  country  of  Holland 
has  been  through  precisely  the  same  diffi- 
culties in  regard  to  the  educational  problem 
as  we  are  now  engaged  in  ourselves.  In 
fact,  the  history  of  the  religious  and  edu- 
^tional  questions  in  Holland  affords  a  most 
striking  parallel  to  that  same  question  in 
onr  country  during  the  past  100  years.  I 
will  not  presume  to  detain  your  Lordships 


by  dilating  upon  or  explaining  that 
parallel.  Probably  it  is  famiUar  to 
many  Members  of  this  House,  and 
anyhow  the  whole  history  of  the  question 
is  easily  accessible.  The  only  thing  I 
should  Uke  to  suggest  is  that  the  systems 
of  these  other  countries  are  well  worthy 
of  consideration  at  the  hands  of  thoee 
who  are  endeavouring  to  solve  this 
problem. 

The  foreign  system  on  which  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  this  evening 
is  that  of  Germany.  I  have  a  special 
reason  for  wishing  to  do  so,  and  that 
is  that  I  was  brought  up  in  my  youth 
to  a  great  extent  in  Grermany,  and 
that  I  have  a  very  great  affection  and 
admiration  for  Germans  and  things 
German.  I  do  not  think  I  need  enlarge 
any  further  on  my  reason  for  referring  to 
the  German  system.  I  am  only  surprised 
that  the  German  system,  which  I  think  is 
very  generally  admitted  to  be  one  of  the 
most  thorough  and  efficient  in  the  world, 
has  not  been  brought  into  these  dis- 
cussions, either  in  this  House  or  in 
another  place.  The  thing  which  I  think 
strikes  one  first  of  all  in  considering  the 
German  system  of  education  is  that  the 
(Germans  know  what  they  want  in 
the  way  of  education.  They  have  an 
ideal.  They  know  what  they  are  striving 
after.  They  know  what  they  want 
education  to  do,  and  therefore  they  know 
equally  whether  it  ought  to  be,  and  what 
they  want  to  make  it.  I  daresay  your 
Lordships  have  seen  an  interesting  book 
on  Industrial  Efficiency  by  Professor 
Shadwell.  I  trust  you  will  allow  me 
to  quote  a  short  passage  from  it  be- 
cause it  expresses  better  than  I  could 
in  my  own  words  the  idea  I  wish  to  con- 
vey to  your  Lordships'  minds.  He  says 
of  the  German  system,  that — 

"The  aim  is  clear,  precise  and  praotieal. 
The  function  of  the  elementary  or  pnpil  school 
(Volkssohnle)  concisely  deiinea,  is  to  train  up 
the  young  in  r«Ugion,  good  conduct,  ana 
patriotism  by  edncation  and  teaching,  and  to 
instruct  them  in  the  general  knowledge  and 
the  acquirements  requisite  for  a  elvii  life. 
This  definition  gives  the  key  to  the  whole 
edncational  scheme.  Character  and  conduct 
are  the  primary  objects,  then  love  of  country, 
then  sncn  general  knowledge  as  will  enable  the 
child  to  take  its  part  in  the  ordered  life  of  the 
community  whether  as  men  or  women." 

What  I  want  your  Lordships  to  note 
is     that    religion    comes    first    as    the 
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foundation  of  morality  and  conduct.  The 
German  people  have  decided,  if  I  may 
quote  once  more — 

"  That  morality  cannot  be  taught  efficiently 
apart  from  religion,  and  fnrther  that  religious 
teaching  to  be  etTective  most  be  dogmatio.  For 
this  the  law  carefnlly  provides.  The  8chool8 
are  denoniina(iona]  and  separate  for  Roman 
Catholics  and  Protestants  except  where  there 
are  not  enongh  children  of  one  confession  to 
form  a  separate  school.  In  that  case  they  are 
mixed— Paritiitische  or  Simultanschulen — but 
the  children  receive  religious  instruction  from 
teachers  of  their  onn  cotifession.  In  many  to'n  ns 
there  are  also  Jewish  schools,  and  occasionally 
one  or  two  of  come  other  sect." 

I  must  not  delay  your  Lordships 
long  with  the  details  of  this  system, 
which  are  extremely  interesting  and 
which  have  a  very  real  and  practical 
bearing  on  the  problem  we  have  to  face. 
When  it  is  not  possible  to  form  three 
schools,  two  schools  are  formed,  and 
where  it  is  not  possible  to  form  two  schools, 
one  school  is  formed  which  receives  the 
children  of  the  three  or  more  different 
confeBsions.  In  those  cases  the  head- 
master is  chosen  from  among  the 
members  of  the  church  to  which  the 
majority  of  the  parents  belong.  The 
second  teacher  represents  the  religion 
of  the  parents  of  the  minority.  That 
is  roughly  the  principle,  and  even  if 
there  is  a  minority  of  no  more  than 
twelve  children,  the  local  authorities 
are  bound  to  provide  separate  religious 
instruction  and  financial  difficulties  are 
not  admitted  to  be  an  excuse.  That  is 
the  German  system,  and  it  seems  to  me 
to  solve  the  very  problem  we  are  strugg- 
ling with  ourselves.  These  German 
schools  are  in  all  cases  on  a  footing  of 
equality  before  the  State  and  the 
law,  which  ordains  religious  teaching, 
but  leaves  the  choice  absolutely  free. 

Let  me  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  in- 
struction itself .  This  instruction  is  divided 
into  (1)  Biblical  history,  (2)  Catechicm. 
The  latter,  of  course,  is  dogmatic.  Each 
has  so  many  hours  a  week  given  to  it,  as 
a  rule  three  to  Biblical  history  and  two 
to  Catechism/  In  Evangelical  schools 
both  are  taught  by  the  teachers.  In 
Catholic  schools  Biblical  history  is  taught 
by  the  teachers,  and  the  Catechism  by 
the  clergy.  I  should  like  to  tell  your 
Lor(?  ships,  if  I  may  read  one  more 
extract,  what  in  the  opinion  of  Professsor 

Lord  Ampthill. 


Shadwell,  a  great  student  of  foreign 
systems,  are  tbe  results  of  this  system. 
He  says — 

"  Just  as  the  Germans  have  known  how  to 
retain  the  classical  element  in  their  higher  edu- 
cation while  adding  the  higher  development*  of 
science  and  other  modem  studies,  so  they  hare 
known  how  to  bnild  up  the  most  complete  sjb- 
tem  of  national  education  on  the  old  foanda- 
tions  of  character  and  conduct.  They  have 
not  flung  away  th^  old  in  acquiring  the  new, 
but  have  combined  both.  The  retention  of 
systeniatic  religious  teaching  has  a  far-reaehine 
influence  on  the  national  life  which  is  plainly 
visible  in  mimv  directions,  and  not  leaft  in  the 
industrial  sphere.  To  it  may  be  traced  the 
sense  of  duty  and  responsibility,  the  respect  for 
law,  the  steady  effort,  the  self-reftramt,  the 
maintenance  of  a  higher  ideal  than  the  material- 
ism of  Social  Democracy.  And  to  these  may 
be  added  the  striking  aosence  of  corruption  in 
public  life  which  is  the  indispensable  oonditioo 
lor  the  healthy  exercise  of  those  mnnici|nl 
functions  that  are  carried  on  upon  so  large  a 
scale  in  German  towns  to  the  benefit  of  tha 
community." 

I  have  only  one  more  word  on 
the  German  system,  and  that  is,  that 
the  teachers  are  trained  in  seminaries 
or  State  colleges,  that  they  have 
the  rights  or  duties  of  civil  servants, 
and  that  as  a  matter  of  general  observa- 
tion, the  German  school  teacher  has  no 
need  of  self-assertion  and  consequently 
he  does  not  teach  it.  It  is  idle  to  assert 
that  there  are  not  alternatives  other 
than  those  which  have  been  already 
mooted  when  we  have  these  examples  of 
other  countries  before  us.  The  noble 
Lord,  Lord  Burghclere,  who  spoke 
yesterday,  professed  to  have  exhausted 
all  possible  alternative  schemes,  but 
he  devoted  his  energies  chiefly  to 
flogging  a  dead  horse  in  disposing 
of  an  alternative  not  seriously  advocated 
by  any  large  ntimber  of  people 
in  this  country,  viz.,  the  so-called 
secular  solution.  The  Lord  President, 
in  his  pleasant  and  witty  speech, 
made  an  eloquent  final  appeaL  He 
said :  Is  it  not  possible  that  this  long 
strife  may  be  made  to  cease  ?  Hy 
answer  to  that  is  yes,  if  the  Bill  is  purged 
of  those  elements  which  lead  to  rdigious 
strife.  But  it  is  for  his  Majesty's 
Government,  and  for  those  who  support 
them,  to  make  the  first  move.  It  is 
for  them  to  withdraw  that  which  u 
destructive  and  that  which  is  vindictive 
in  the  Bill.  It  is  for  them  to  withdraw 
those  things  which  many  people  in  this 
country  consider  un&ir;  unjust,  and  an 
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oatrage  to  their  consciences.  It  does  not 
matter  at  all  whethet  the  majority  tliink 
these  people  are  wrong  in  considering  the 
Bill  unjust  and  unfair.  The  fact  remains 
that  a  number  of  our  fellow-countrTmen 
do,  and  you  cannot  have  a  settlement  of 
this  question  unless  you  provide  some 
Arrangement  which  wiD  not  seem  to 
them  unjust,  unfair  and  outrageous.  It 
is  possible  to  bring  an  end  to  this  strife 
if  His  Majesty's  Government  will  not  rob 
Peter  to  pay  Paul ;  if  they  will  not,  in 
endeavouring  to  remedy  old  grievances, 
create  new  ones  for  ourselves — I  mean  for 
the  members  of  the  Anglican  Church. 
We  do  not  want  concessions  and  facilities. 
What  we  want  is  justice  and  the  main- 
tenance of  our  rights.  We  do  not  want 
an  undenominational  Bill  any  more  than 
the  Nonconformist  wants  an  Anghcan 
Bill,  or  the  Roman  Catholics  a  Free 
Church  Bill.  What  we  want,  and  I  think 
what  the  nation  wants,  is  a  national  Bill, 
a  Bill  which  instructs  the  local  authority 
to  provide  schools  of  all  classes,  Church, 
Roman  Catholic,  Undenominational  and 
Jewish,  in  which  children  can  be  in- 
gtracted  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
their  parents.  And  when  I  say  children, 
I  mean  all  children.  There  should  be  no 
possibihty  of  any  child  being  excepted 
from  these  facilities.  Give  to  every 
single  parent  in  this  country  what  he 
wants.  Give  us  a  national  Bill  like  this, 
and  I  am  sure  that  I  am  not  speaking 
only  for  myself  when  I  say  that  we  will 
help  His  Majesty's  Government  with  all 
001  hearts. 


*  Earl  CAWDOR  :  My  Lords,  there 
has  been  I  think  we  shall  admit  one  very 
noticeable  thing  with  respect  to  the  Bill 
we  are  now  going  to  discuss — I  mean  the 
wide  divergence  between  the  statements 
made  by  individual  members  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  residt 
when  we  attain  to  the  collective  wisdom 
of  the  Cabinet.  The  country  was  thrown 
some  time  ago,  I  think,  into  'a  certain 
state  of  fancied  security  chiefly  by 
statements  made  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  until  one  day 
we  found  laid  before  us  the  Bill  that  we 
have  to  discuss  to-night,  and  then  the 
security  afforded  by  the  statements  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
seemed  to    fade  eway.      I   think  it    is 
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worth  while  to  consider  for  a  few  moments 
some  of  these  statements,  for  they  show 
us  at  all  events  the  trend  of  thought  of 
some  of  those  who  had  studied  education 
carefully ;  yes,  and  had  studied  it  from 
the  Nonconformist  point  of  view,  and 
before  that  pressure  of  poUtioal  exigen- 
cies oame  about  which  has  resulted  in  the 
production  of  the  present  Bill.  Pious 
hopes  were  expressed  by  various  members 
of  the  Government  that  they  would  do 
all  that  was  fair  to  every  parent.  Every 
parent  was  to  select  what  he  wished  as  to 
religious  instruction,  and  all  these  in- 
dividual members  of  the  Government 
were  going  to  see  that  the  parent  got  it. 
May  I  quote  a  short  sentence  from  a 
speech  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  only  as  far  back  as  January 
last  ?  He  said  he  longed  to  see  one  kind  of 
elementary  schools  for  the  whole  country. 
He  believed  it  was  not  passing  the  wit  of 
man  to  devise  a  scheme  whereby  the 
public  authorities  should  have  complete 
public  control  over  all  the  public  ele- 
mentary schools  in  the  land,  and  whereby 
the  wishes  of  the  parents  should  be 
consulted  as  to  the  kind  of  religion  they 
wished  to  be  taught,  and  when  and  how 
they  wished  it  taught  in  those  schools. 
Those  were  the  views  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  in  January 
last.  I  am  afraid  we  seek  in  vain  for 
one  sign  of  that  policy  in  the  Bill  before 
your  Lordships'  House  to-day.  I  ask 
where  in  the  Bill  can  you  find  that  the 
wishes  of  the  parents  are  to  be  consulted 
and  safeguarded  as  to  the  religious 
teaching  they  wish  for,  or  when  and  how 
they  wish  it  taught  ?  All  is  relegated 
to  the  control  of  the  local  education 
authority ;  and  at  the  beck  and  call  of 
the  local  education  authority  all  religious 
teaching  in  any  school  may,  if  this 
Bill  passes,  be  swept  away.  Nowhere 
in  the  Bill  can  we  find  any  parent  secured 
the  religious  teaching  he  demands  for  his 
child.  Nowhere  in  the  Bill,  as  it  now 
stands,  can  he  have  secured  to  him  the 
teaching  for  his  child  by  the  teacher 
whom  he  selects.  The  statement  of  the 
student  in  his  calmer  moments  studying 
the  real  educational  requirements  con- 
trasts badly  with  the  action  of  the 
politician  forced  to  accept  a  Bill  which 
he  cannot  and  does  not  like  and  which 
he  has  to  accept  because  of  political 
exigency. 
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My  Lords,  we  are  told  very  often — I 
think  ve  have  been  told  in  this  debate 
already — that  we  cannot  provide  re- 
ligious teaching  for  all  the  sects  because 
of  their  number.  May  I  quote  an  authority 
on  that  subject,  dating  back  only  as  far 
as  1903,  after  the  passing  of  this  poor 
Education  Act  of  1902  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  many  hard  things  ?  What 
does  my  authority  say  ? — 

"  There  still  remains  the  (question  as  to  the 
natnre  of  the  religion  taught  in  all  the  schools. 
Here  the  parents  really  mnst,  whether  they 
like  it  or  not,  conquer  their  shyness,  and 
making  their  first  appearance  in  this  ancient 
and  horrid  oontroveray,  tell  us,  when  they  send 
Toin  and  Jane  to  school,  whether  they  wish 
them  to  reofcive  any— and  if  any,  what — 
religious  education.  There  is  no  chance  of  the 
muHi plication  of  strange   parental  religions. 


We  are   not   an    imaginative   people.    Jews, 

ngiicans  and  Disse 
a  lump  will  usually  exhaust  the  list.     The  great 


Roman  Catholiaa,  Anglicans  and  Dusenters  in 


body  of  Dissenters  will  be  found  ready  to  accept 
the  same  broad  simple  Bible  teaching  which 
for  the  most  part  characterise  board  school 
Christianity." 

My  Lords,  those  are  weighty  words,  and 
they  are  the  words  of  the  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  written 
in  the  Independent  Review  for  October, 
1903.  What  becomes  of  the  statement 
that  you  cannot  deal  with  all  the  claims 
of  the  different"  sects  because  they  are 
so  numerous,  and  what  becomes  of  the 
statement  of  one  of  his  colleagues  that 
to  talk  of  Dissenters  in  a  lump  was  an 
insult  to  them  1  There  seems  one 
peonharity  about  this  Bill  when  one 
comes  to  study  its  details,  and  that  is 
that  wherever  there  is  any  facility  granted 
or  any  concession  made  in  principle  there 
seems  to  dog  the  steps  of  that  concession 
some  evil  spirit  within  or  behind  the 
Cabinet,  I  know  not  which,  which  in- 
serts into  the  machinery  of  the  Bill 
that  which  makes  the  concession  worth- 
less. May  I  give  your  Lordships  a  few 
examples  ?  First  of  all,  I  touch  on 
Clause  2.  There  there  is  no  mandatory 
power  to  compel  the  taking  over  of  a 
school  by  the  local  authority,  and  there- 
fore the  taking  over  of  the  school  by 
the  local  authority  becomes  void.  It 
need  not  be  carried  into  eSect,  though 
you  profess  openly  that  these  schools 
are  to  be  taken  over.  We  have  plenty 
of  pious  hopes  that  they  will  be  taken 
over,  but  that  is  not  business,  and  I  do 
not  think  we  shall  thrive  on  them. 
Tlitre  is  no  power  to  compel  local  authori- 
Eurl  Catodvr. 


ties  to  take  over  any  schools  if  they  do 
not  choose,  and  if  facilities  are  pressed 
for  the  local  authorities  can  still  decline 
to  take  over  the  schools.  Then  what 
becomes  of  your  facilities  under  Clause 
2  ?  I  say  they  are  destroyed^by  the 
machinery  of  the  Bill. 

Then  I  come  to  Clause  3.  There 
we  have  no  definition  of  facilities  at 
all.  No  one  can  tell  what  they  are. 
Parliament  apparently  is  not  going 
to  decide  what  faciUties  are.  Tou 
are  going  to  leave  it  again  to  the  local 
authority  and  what  can  the  local  authority 
do  ?  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  admitted  some  time  ago 
that  though  he  hoped  all  authorities 
would  behave  sensibly — he  went  so 
far  as  to  mention  the  words  "  stupid " 
and  I  think  "  obstinate  "  with  respect  to 
some  of  them — ^without  expressing  any 
opinion  on  the  subject,  but  assuming 
that  some  are  stupid  or  obstinate  or 
vicious,  the  local  authority  can  get 
rid  of  the  facilities  under  Clause  3 
absolutely  and  entirely.  They  can  re- 
strict hours  under  which  religious  teach- 
ing b  to  be  given  exactly  as  they  please ; 
they  can  restrict  the  number  of  days 
as  they  choose.  Parliament  and  the 
Government  may  say  they  think 
facilities  should  be  applied  to  every 
day,  but  the  local  authorities  are  much 
bigger  people  than  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  the  Cabinet  itself.  They  can 
regulate  these  things  exactly  as  ther 
like,  and  though  we  put  down  what 
we  think  should  be  done,  there  is  nothing 
to  ensure  facilities  imder  Clause  3  and 
there  is  no  appeal. 

I  now  come  to  Clause  4 — that  clause 
which  is  considered  to  be  a  safeguard  of 
many  interests  affected  by  this  Bill,  and 
which  we  are  told  was  introduced — 
I  know  not  if  it  be  true  or  not — in 
order  specially  to  meet  the  case  of 
Roman  Catholic  schools  and  Roman 
Catholic  children.  We  have  the  ballot 
by  parents,  and  though  I  do  not  mean 
to  dwell  upon  it  I  detest  the  idea  of 
ballot  by  parents  in  voluntary  schools. 
We  ar3  to  have  a  ballot  by  parents,  and 
first  of  all  it  is  to  be  conducted  by  the  local 
authority,  to  whom  the  parents  are 
appealing  for  a  change  in  the  regulations 
of  the  school.  That  ballot  is  to  be  secret. 
We  are  told  that  is  one  of  the  great 
merits  of  the  Bill.    We  accept  that  and 
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we  assume  the  Government  wills     thatit  ^ects  of  an  Act  of  Pailiament  were 

is  made  absolutely  secret.     What  happens  carried  into  force.    That,  I  am  afraid, 

then  ?    Turn  to  Sub-section  (b),  Clause  4,  is  far  from  the  intention  of  the  Bill, 

And  the  four-fifths  who  apply  in  order  to  and  that  again  to  my  mind   makes  the 

get  extended  facilities.      Under  Clause  4  whole  of  Clause  4  practically  useless  for 

ioui-fifths  must  prove  that  there  is  public  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended. 

school  accommodation   in    schools   not       , j.  j.    i.      r.  t  j.i*T_ 

J.    .   .  ,  •    •       _:        /»_  *i.«       I  want  to  touch  for  a  moment,  n.  I  am 

affected  by  a  permission  given  for  the        .     ,  tai^i-  „    too    i 

children    attending    the    school    whose  ■  i.  ■    m         J    t   i.     i  j  i.              i  j 

:    J    """"^f   .                 «„«:i:*;^  pomt  m  Clause  5.    I  should  be  very  glad 

mrents  do   not  desire  those   faculties,  f,              mi.         t   j.\,     n                * 

■C.   .    .     ..             u »    V         k-ii«*   ;=  u    some    Member   of   the    (Jovemment 

What  18   the    result?    Your   baUot   is  ^^^   ^^   ^   ^^^^   .^  ^^^               ^j 

secret,  absolute  y  swsret.    You  do  not  g^b-section  (5)  of  that  ckuse-hiserted 

Jmow  who  the  four-fifths  are  who  have  ^  j  ^^  j^foViiied  on  Report.    It  states, 

voted  m  favour  of  the  extended  facilities  ^^^    ri^i^^^^c^    to    the    appeaU    as    to 

and  therefore  you  have  not  the  shghtest  ^^^^^^  i^ciUi^,  that  an  appeal  mider 

idea  who  the  one-fifth  are.     You  do  not  ^^^^   ^^^^^    ^^^^   ^^^   be   entertained 

kaowthemmonty.andifyoudonotknow  ^j^    ^^    .^     ^^^^    ,^^^^^^     ^^^    ^^ 

the  mmonty    how   are    you   going    to  j^  ^^     ^      I  am  at  a  loea 

make    the    mquiry    to    satisfy    anyone  ^  conctiv^.    Why   iot    after  the    Ut 

that  this  minonty  of  the  children  can  be  j^  jgoS  ?    Is  it  not  possible  that 

pen  accommodation  in  other  schools  1  It  ^  ,0,^1  district  may  change  to  an  urban 

18  an  unpossibihty  Unless  you  faiow  :  ^iatrict  after  that  datef  and  that  a 
andean  put  your  finger  on  the  ohUdren  ,^ti^^  ^j  ^999  j^, 

of  the  mmonty  you  cannot  say  whether  f„^  ^  popuUtion  of  5.000?  Is  it  not 
there  IS  asufficient  and  properaccommoda-  pogsiWe'^that  a  majority  of  those  who 
toon  for  them  m  that  particuUr  district,  ^j^^  for  extended  facilities  may  oome 
The  only  answer  to  anyone  holdmg  the  ,  ^^^^  existence  after  that  date?  Is  it 
mquiry  under  the  terms  of  this  clause  ^^^  gj^i^  ^^^  ^^  alternative  school 
mustbethatthecase  18  not  and  cannot  be  may  have  been  provided  ?  In  each  of 
proved  for  extended  facibty.  Therefore,  ^^^^  ^^^  t^^  extended  facilities  would 
I  say  again  that  Clause  4  is  made  be  justified  and  would  be  the  right  of 
nugatory,  kiUed  and  made  'of  no  effect,  ;  t^e  people  in  that  district.  But  for  some 
simply  by  its  own  machinery.  It  is  a  .  reason  I  do  not  know  howto  expUin  the 
senous  thing  to  say,  but  it  is  nothmg ,  j^or  is  to  be  closed  on  let  January, 
much  less  than  a  fraud-I  do  not  mean  jgog^  ^nd  apparently  however  large  a 
4n  mtentional  fraud  for  a  moment :  I  district  may  become,  however  much 
do  not  want  to  use  so  hard  a  word  as  1  t^e  population  may  grow,  however 
fraud-but  It  ifl  an  absurdity  that  you  |  nj^ny  schools  may  be  built,  you  have 
should  ofler  with  one  hand  certam  ;  ghut  the  door  as  far  as  appeals  under 
extended  facUitiea,  of  which  so  much  '  this  clause  is  concerned.  Perhaps  it 
hag  been  made,  and  yet  aUow  the  ,  wiU  be  explained,  but  at  present  I  do 
machinery  of  the  clause  to  make  not  understand  it  at  all  I  do  not 
them  an  absolute  impossibility.  There  suppose  an  injustice  is  intended,  but 
my  be  an  answer  to  this,  and  if  if  the  point  I  put  is  a  true  point 
anyone  can  tell  me  what  the  answer  •  there  must  be  the  grossest  injustice  in 
18 1  shall  accept  it  with  gratitude,  and  I  the  future— after  the  clock  strikes  on  the 
-rath  much  humiUty.  ,  lat  January,   1908.     Whatever  be   the 

With  regard  to  these  extended  faciUties  '  ."gl»V^  ?"«"*»  ^^^7  ^lio'Jd  be  extended 
it  is  true  that  the  local  authority  need  "**?  the^  distncts  when  and  as  the  cases 
give  none.  I  should  have  thought  the  ,  *''<^  conditions  differ  and  change,  and  I 
extended  facilities  ought  to  have  been '  J*^. ".««  "°  T^°  why  that  extended 
made  mandatory.  Further,  I  should  ^f'^^**  *PP<'*^"  ***  K  ^?"^  *'*''*"'*^ 
have  thought  that  the  natural  duty  of  \^%  ^^^^^  ^  have  reached  one  particu- 
the  Education  Department  was  not  to  say '     '      **' 

y«  or  no  as  fancy  determined,  and  as '  One  further  point  on  that.  The  local 
political  exigency  might  affect  the  de- '  education  authority  only  take  over 
<mon,  but  to  see   that  the  mandatory   these  schools  for  a  term  of  years,  and 

2U  2 
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I  think  this  applies  also  to  cases  that 
come  under  the  orders  of  the  Commission 
•et  up  by  the  Bill.  They  could  then  drop 
an  agreement,  make  a  fresh  arrangement 
and  grant  no  facilities.  But  if  it  is  past 
the  Ist  January,  1908,  no  one  has  a 
remedy  or  appeal  under  the  Bill.  These 
are  questions,  I  submit  with  deference  to 
His  Majesty's  Government,  which  ought 
to  receive  a  clear,  definite  and  absolute 
reply. 

One  more  point  as  to  the  Com- 
mission. The  Commission  set  up 
under  the  Bill  is  to  act  on  the 
principles  of  the  High  Court,  though 
no  sooner  have  we  said  that  than  the  Bill 
proposes,  under  Sub-sections  (a)  and  (b)  to 
abolish  the  principles  of  the  High  Court, 
but  to  abolish  them  only  in  one  direction. 
It  only  abolishes  them  and  says  they  are 
to  be  deviated  from  in  directions  suitable 
to  the  local  authority.  The  whole  of  the 
deviations  are  in  favour  of  the  local 
authority  and  against  those  who  may 
be  appealing  before  the  Commission. 
Why  tamper  with  the  principles  of 
the  High  Court  ?  If  they  are  good  enough 
for  the  High  Court  I  should  think  they 
are  good  enough  for  the  Commission  under 
this  Bill.  But  if  they  have  to  be  deviated 
from  there  are  many  more  which  should 
come  in  so  that  the  deviations  may  be  all- 
round  deviations  and  not  »mfair  and  one- 
sided deviations  as  they  are  to-day. 

I  crave  your  Lordships'  indulgence  for  a 
few  words  words  with  regard  to  Part  III., 
which  includes  the  Coimcil  for  Wales — a 
very  astonishbg  proposal  dealt  with  in 
the  most  astonishing  way.    I  have  never 
heard  this  proposal  supported  by  anyone 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  either  in  this  House 
or  in  another  place.    The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  in  another  place, 
slurred  it  over  and  left  it  aside.    The 
noble  Earl  who  introduced  the  Bill  into 
your  Lordships'  House — you  will  remem- 
ber the  way  he  dealt  with  it.    I  do  not 
think  he  gave  us  the  impression  that  it 
was  a  part  of  the  Bill  near  to  his  own 
heart.    If  he  did  so  he  had  a  pecidiar  way 
of  showing  the  inner  workings  of  his  own 
heart.    But  what  is  this  Coimcil  of  Wales 
to  do  ?    Indeed,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
know.    One  has  to  watch  the  Bill  of  the 
Government  day  by  day  to  see  what  is 
going  on  with  regard  to  this  part  of  the 
Bill.    What  is  p«rfectly  clear  is  that  thib 
Earl  Cawdor. 


part  of  the  Bill  has  been  thrown  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  of  Commonsand  is  now- 
set  on  the  Table  of  your  Lordsftps'  House 
without  any^hought  as  to  its-details  orany 
knowledge  &s  to  what  it  is  intended  to  do. 
Let  us  see  first  what  th&  original 
proposal  was  under  this  Bill,  for  though  it 
is  only  one  clause  it  has  taken  three 
entirely  separate  and  different  forms 
within  a  very  few  days,  and  to  find  out 
what  has  been  going  on  you  have  to  read 
three  separate  Bilb.  Let  me  read  the 
original  proposal  as  it  appeared  in  the 
Government's   Bill — 

"  The  following  powers  uid  duties,  m  &r  as 
they  relate  to  Wales  chall,  subject  to  soch  ex- 
ceptions as  His  Majesty  luay  make  by  Order 
in  CouDcil,  be  transferred  to  the  Council  in 
Wales  :  (a)  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board 
of  Eduration  ;  and  (b)  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with  respect  to 
instruction  connected  with  agriculture  and 
forestry  ;  and  (c)  the  powers  and  datiee  of  the 
Central  Welsh  Board  for  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion. The  Board  of  Education  shall  in  each 
year  pay  to  the  Council  of  Wales  any  money 
which  may  be  granted  by  Parliament  m  respect 
of  education  and  science  and  art  in  Wales,  with 
the  exception  of  money  granted  in  aid  of 
universities  and  university  colleges." 

The  Council  is  to  have  the  wh<de  of 
the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Education 
in  that  draft  of  the  Bill — ^they  are  to 
receive  £800,000  a  year  of  Imperial 
funds  for  grants,  to  be  handed  over 
without  any  check,  control,  or  Ministerial 
responsibiUty  of  any  sort.  That  I  do 
not  comment  upon,  but  -  that  was 
the  proposal  in  the  Bill  when  it  was 
first  printed.  In  Committee,  and  as  I 
am  informed  without  any  notice  at  all, 
the  following  Amendment  was  carried  :— 

"  The  Order  in  Council  shall  provide  for  the 
appointment  by  His  Msjet-tv  of  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  whether  a  Memher  holding  office 
under  the  Crown  or  not" 

— mark  this,  my  Lords- 

"  who  shall  be  ref  ponsible  to  Parliament  fer 
any  act  of  the  Council  of  W'ales  done  in  the 
exercise  of  any  of  the  powers  of  the  Board  of 
Education  delegated  to  the  Counml  under  this 
section,  and  shall  have  full  control  over  the 
Council  in  respect  of  the  exercise  of  sncb 
iMjwers." 

What  became  of  the  Council  then? 
You  have  first  of  all  pleaded  that  it  is  a 
necessary  thing  to  give  to  Wales  its  own 
Council  and  its  own  absolute  control  of 
£800,000  a  year  of  Imperial  money  to  be 
dealt  with  without  check  by  any  human 
beings  and  now,  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen. 
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YOU  abolish  and  get  rid  of  the  whole  | 
of  that,  because  if  jou  have  a  Minister  i 
responsible  to  Parliament  for  the  act  of  { 
that  Council  we  know  what  that  means: , 
he  is  to  be  responsible  for  the  doings  of  | 
that  Council  aX\.  the  way  through  from  ; 
beginning  to  end.    But  what  happens  ?  ^ 
Before  the  ink  of  that  was  dry  something  : 
else  takes  place.    It  seems  as  if  one  was  | 
telling  a  sort  of  fairy  tale,  but  I  assure 
your   Lordships  I   am  speaking  solemn 
facts  dug  out  of  the  proceedings  of  Parlia- 
ment.   On  that  Amendment  of  the  clause 
this  extraordinary  Minister — by-the-by  I 
ought     to     have     said    he    was     not 
to  have  provided    for  him   any  office, 
or    any    salary,    or    any    control  over 
the  Council  he  was  to  represent,  and  for 
which  he  was  absolutely  responsible  to 
Parliament — ^it  is  an  absolute  fact,  my 
Lords  ;    I  am  perfectly  serious.     He  was 
to  assume  a  control  which  the  Govern- 
ment told  us    then  was  to    be  a  real 
controL    I  do  not  know  what  happened 
in  the  inner  workings  of  the  heart  of  his 
Majesty's  Oovernment,  but  I  remember 
very  well  a  Member  rising  in  another 
place      and     complaining     that     this 
woold    never    do — it    this     gentleman 
leoeiTed  no  salary  how  were  they  to  move 
to  reduce  it  ?    Where  was  his  responsi- 
bility to  Parliament  and  how  were  they 
to  touch  him  ?    Perhaps  those  arguments 
prevailed  and  aooounted  for  that  very 
carious    Minister's    disappearance    two 
days    afterwards.     Now    we    come    to 
number  three.     On  Beport  the  Minister 
disappeared  and  in  place  this  Amend- 
ment was  carried  without  one  word  of 
discussion,  without  one  syllable  of  ex- 
planation of  any  sort  or  kind — I  think 
I  am  oorreet  in  that — 

''Any  money  whidi  miv  be  placeJ  at  the 
<lii<posai  of  the  Coancil  of  Wales  oy  Parliament 
for  the  purpose  of  ednoatioi  in  Wales  on 
Eftimates  sabniitted  to  Parliament  for  the 
tmrpoae  by  the  Treasury  shall  be  adniiaistered 
"br  that  Coancil  tabject  to  the  oentrol  of  the 
TreMniy." 

My  Lords,  how  is  the  Treasury  to  control 
■the  expenditure  of  the  money  by  a  council 
extended  over  all  Wales  for  educational 
■purposes  ?  There  is  no  means  of  doing 
«o.  They  have  no  inspectors  and  there 
is  no  office  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  these  things.  They  would  have  to 
■accept  «verything  the  Cotucil  in  Wales 
told  them,    and   what   becomes   under 


this  Amendment  of  your  promised  con- 
trol ?     What  becomes  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  Minister  or  Department  for 
the  control  of  this  Council  ^     Can  any 
one    tell   which    of   these   proposals    is 
going    to    hold    good    to-morrow — any 
of  them  or  none  of  them  1     If  the  noble 
Lords  would  take  my  advice  they  would 
purge  their  Bill  of  this  muddled  arrange- 
ment    altogether.       No     one     knows 
what     they     mean.    It     is    clear    the 
Government     have     no     definite     idea 
themselves    or    they    could    not    have 
changed  their  minds  three  times  in  a 
week.     If  they  do  not  know  their  own 
minds  surely  they  had  better  take  time 
to  consider  and  see  if  they  cannot  come 
to  some  better  form  of  Home  Rule  for 
Wales  by  degrees.    These  are  the  posi- 
tions.    Position  1 :  A  Council  with  all 
the  powers  of  an  Educational  Depart- 
ment   and    with    £800,000    of    Imperial 
funds    without    control.      Position    2 : 
Complete  control  and  responsibility  by  a 
Minister  to  Parliament  for  every  farthing 
spent  and  every  act  done.     Position  3 : 
The  Minister  disappears  and  the  Treasury, 
which  is  perfectly  useless  for  the  pur- 
pose of  control  of  any  sort  or  kind,  steps 
in.      And  this,  my  Lords,  is  said  to  be 
the  scheme  upon  which  Wales  is  unani- 
mous.    Which    scheme  ?     In    Heaven's 
name,  which  scheme  is  it  ?     Are  they  in 
favour  of  the  scheme  that  is  going  to 
give    absolute    control    of    £800,000  in 
Wales  %    I  can  conceive  of  that  being 
an  attractive  scheme,  though  not  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  or  the  ratepayers  of  this 
country.    Or    are    they    in    favour    of 
making  it  what  it  would  be  under  the 
control  of  a  Department  and  a  Minister — 
I  nothing  but  an  advisory  board  ?    Is  it 
that  about  which  there  has  been  such 
I  a  blowing  of  trumpets  in  Wales  ?    Or 
I  are  we  going  to  drop  that  and  start  with 
'  Treasury  control  and  are  we  to  be  shown 
that   the   Treasury    control   is   a    real, 
!  definite,  and  effective  control  ?     I  think 
we  have  a  right  to  ask  His  Majesty's 
Government  under  which  of  these  three 
interesting    schemes    they    propose    to 
continue    discussions    on    this    subject, 
I  because  it  leads   to  a  little   awkwatd- 
I  ness  when  we  have  three  at  once  and 
i  when  there  is  no  knowing  whether  we 
I  may  not  have  three  or  four  more  in  the 
I  course  of  the  next  week.    I  think  my 
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noble  friend  Lord  Crewe  rather  inti- 
mated that  he  thought  there  wa8  un- 
animity in  Wales.    I  will  read  his  words — 

*'  In  Wales  there  was  general  agreement  as 
to  the  creation  of  some  central  oonncil  of 
ednoation.  It  was  agreed  that  if  Wales- wanted 
a  conncil,  the  admirable-  manner  in  which  the 
Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act  had  been 
carried  out  bv  the  Joint  Committee  and  the 
Central  Boanl  made  it  almost  imperative  that 
the  wishes  of  Wales  most  lie  met.  Wales 
desired  tliat  certain  powers  now  veeted  in  the 
B«ard  of  Education  should  lie  transferred  t<> 
the  Treasury.  This  was  the  first  time  in  his 
experience  that  he  had  found  any  body  of 
persons  nestling  up  to  the  Treasury." 

I  deny  entirely  that  Wales  is  nestling 
Tip  to  the  Treasury.  Wales  had  never 
heard  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Treasury. 
Others  have  been  nestling,  but  do  not 
put  it  down  to  Walies  that  they  were 
nestling  up  to  the  Treasury  when  we 
never  heard,  until  the  thing  appeared 
in  print  on  Report,- that  there  was  any 
suggestion  of  the  Treasury  having  any- 
tbmg  to  do  with  the  matter  at  alL  I 
can  assure  the  noble  Lord  that  the 
information  furnished  him  as  to  the 
unanimity  of  Wafes  in  reference  to  this 
Council  is  utterly  incorrect.  I  do  not  know 
where  he  gets  his  information,  but  there 
are  one  or  two  reasons  why  I  think  that 
information  is  not  to  be  relied  on.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
Cardiff  Conference.  That  Conference 
took  place  in  March  last.  Many  people 
were  invited  and  there  was  a  large 
attendance,  and  it  is  said  that  there  was 
imanimity  at  that  Conference.  I  wish 
to  tell  your  Lordiships  exactly  what  took 
place.  There  was  one-  resolution  carried 
unanimously  and  one  alone.-  I  will  read 
it  to  your  Lordships — 

"  That  this  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  it 
is  expedient  to  create  a  Council  of  Wales,  re- 
presenting  Welsh  education  authorities,  which 
shall  have  powers  to  supply  or  to  aid  the 
supply  of  education  of  all  kinds  in  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire. " 

That  was  the  only  resolution^  carried 
with  unanimity  at  that  meeting,  and 
there  was  no  word  in  that  resolution 
as  to  the  transfer  of  powers  of  any 
Government  Department.-  There  was 
another  resolution.  It  was  also  carried, 
but  many  did  not  vote  upon  it  and  some 
voted  against  iit,  and  eertaiiily  no  one 
can  allege,  I  do  not  think  it  is  alleged, 
that  it  was  carried  tmanimously.  It  was — 

"  That  this  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  to 
such  oouucil  sball  be  delegated  certain  of  the 

Earl  Cavxhr, 


powers  of  the  Board  of  EdncaCiun  in  nnid  &> 
public  eiincation  in  Wales  and  Sfenuoatoiihirt, 
and  other  powers  relating  (e  education  d9« 
exercised  by  the  Home  Office  and  the  Boaniof 
Agriculture,  together  with  the  powers  of  th» 
Central  Welsh  Board  as  to  intennediale  eJn- 
cation,  and  to  which  may  be  granted  such 
incidental  powers  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
discharge  of  its  functiooa" 

This,  I  believe^  was  carried,  bnt, 
as  I  said,  not  by  any  means  witk 
unanimity.  A  good  many  opposed  it, 
a  certain  number  did  not  vote,  and  I 
can  vouch  that  the  representatives  of  one- 
coimty  council  present  were  absolutely 
opposed  to  it  and  were  sent  by  their 
county  council  in  order  that  they  should 
oppose  it.  r  have  sat  on  that  county 
coimcil  myself  and  speak  with  knowledge. 

And  new,  as  to  this  unanimity,  may  T 
note  how  far  it  is  really  stated  to  have 
gone.  Of  course  I  know  that  that 
unanimity  has  been  put  before  the- 
Govemment — put  strongly  by  some  of 
their  own  followers.  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  speaking  at  Cardiff 
at  the  time  of  this  meeting,  used  these 
words,  and  if  they  mean  unanimity  I  can 
only  say  that  my  ideas  of  unanimity  and 
his  do  not  agree;     He  said — 

*'  So  long  as  they  talked  on  general  nrindple^ 
talked  in  the  air,  it  was  womlerful  now  thej 
agreed." 

We  have  often  seen  that,  my  Lords— 

"It  wss  when  they  came  to  reduce  their 
dreams  to  some  practical  plan  that  criticilm 
came  from  every  poiut  of  view." 

And  after  that  we  are  told  that  at  tUs 
meeting  there  was  tmanimity  as  to  the 
carrying  out  of  such  a  scheme  as  is  laid 
before  your  Lordships'  House  to-day. 
i  One  other  quotation  I  think  I  must  make 
to  show  what  was  said  with  regard  to 
unanimity.  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Education  Bill,  after  stating  that  the 
Bishops  came  to  the  Cardiff  Conference, 
said — 

"  Every  Conservative  candidate  for  a  Welrf* 
seat  was  summoued,  and  moet  of  thent 
attended." 

There  were  two  of  them  present,  my 
Lords — I  can  give  names  if  necessary— 
and  I  am  afraid  there  were  more  Unionist 
candidates  than  that  who  lost  seats  at  the 
last  General  Election.  And  yet  the 
same  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  at 
this  Conference,  so  representative,  a 
|i  resolution,  was    passed  unanimously    ia 
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bvour  of  asking  the  Government  to  set 
np  this  Central  Council  for  the  control  and 
duection  of  education  in  Wales.  I  aak  if 
that  can  fairly  and  properly  be  des- 
cribed M  unanimity }  There  are 
other  powers  which  perchance  may 
have  escaped  some  of  your  Lord- 
ships' attention.  For  the  ordinary 
purpose  of  a  consolidation  of  local 
authorities  there  is  power  under 
the  Act  of  1902,  and  nothing  but 
ouanimity  was  necessary  to  bring  it 
into  force.  There  has  been  an  effort 
to  bring  about  an  arrangement  under 
the  Act  of  1902.  I  do  not  know  what 
has  happened  to  it  within  the  last  few 
months.  I  know  what  happened  at 
the  close  of  last  year.  Then  there  had 
been  a  failure  by  the  authorities 
applying  to  show  there  was  unanimity 
among  the  County  Councils  of  Wales 
which  would  entitle  the  Education  De- 
partment to  allow  such  a  scheme  to  be 
carried  through.  Where  is  their  un- 
animity now  ?  If  they  could  not  get 
unanimity  to  carry  out  that  clause  of 
the  Act  of  1902,  are  they  now  going 
to  come  to  Parliament  to  get  powers  to 
make  those  join  who  would  not  join 
willingly^  I  want  to  say  something 
as  to  what  was  in  the  mind  of  the  noble 
Barl  who  moved  the  Second  Reading , 
of  the  Bill.  I  thought  from  what 
fell  from  him  that  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  there  was  some  prece- 
dent for  this  proi>osal  in  the  Welsh  I 
Central  Board.  May  I  explain  in  a 
few  words  what  the  Welsh  Central 
Board  is,  what  it  does,  what  its  powers  , 
are,  and  how  vitally  they  differ  from  | 
the  proposals  we  are  discussing  here  ? ; 
The  Welsh  Central  Board  is  a  consultative  j 
body ;  it  is  largely  composed  of  experts,  | 
not  merely  appointed  by  county  councils, 
because  some  are  appointed  by  colleges 
and  some,  I  believe,  by  the  Education 
Department.  They  exercise  none  of 
the  powers  of  the  Central  Board  and 
none  of  the  powers  of  a  public  depart- 
ment. They  did  have  the  power  of 
inspection  delegated  to  them  by  the 
Board  of  Education,  but  the  Board  of 
Education  still  kept  their  hands  on  the 

fulse  of  evety  school  and  college,  and 
am  informed  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  out  of  ninety-five  schools  which 
come  under  the  purview  of  the  Central 
Board,  no  lees  than  eighty-nine  have  been 
inspected  by   the   Board  of  Education 


themselves.  The  Treasury  fix  the  con- 
ditions of  the  grants,  and  the  Central 
Board  have  nothing  to  say  to  them 
but  to  accept  them.  They  make  their 
references  to  the  Treasury,  but  the 
Treasury  is  the  authority  which  fixes 
the  conditions  of  the  grants.  There  is 
no  resemblance  between  the  suggestions, 
the  one  in  practice  and  the  other  made 
to-day.  The  grant  made  to  the  Welsh 
Central  Board  amounts  to  £25,000,  and 
there  are  ninety-five  schools  with  10,000 
children  in  them,  but  the  Board  has 
no  real  authority  as  a  department 
over  them  at  all.  The  proposed  Council, 
under  the  original  proposal,  would  have 
been  absolutely  free  from  aU  Depart- 
mental control  of  any  sort  or  kind. 
They  would  have  8,000  schools  and 
400,000  children  imder  their  control, 
and  ££  00,000  a  year  from  Imperial 
Funds,  which  they  could  allocate  and 
deal  with  exactly  as  they  liked.  There- 
fore it  is  idle  to  contend  that  there 
is  the  slightest  precedent  in  what  the 
Welsh  Central  Board  's  doing.  There 
is  not  a  shred  of  foothold  in  the  Welsh 
Central  Board  to  lead  up  to  this 
extremely  curious  suggestion  of  a 
Welsh  National  Council.  The  Welsh 
Central  Board  has  done  its  work 
extremely  well  and  has  carried  out 
its  functions  admirably,  but^  I 
repudiate  the  suggestion  that  it  affords 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  pre- 
cedent. We  cannot  forget  that  this 
Council  if  it  came  into  operation 
would  be  a  simple  and  representative 
body  of  the  local  authorities,  the  whole 
of  them  elected  by  the  coimty  coimcils. 
They  would  be  their  constituents,  and 
their  interests  would  be  the  rate.  How 
are  they  going  to  check  the  grant  to 
any  incompetent  schools  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  Imperial  funds  ?  The  whole 
of  their  interests  are  in  the  other 
direction,  because  every  penny  they 
cut  off  the  grant  they  will  have  to  put  on 
to  the  rates.  Therefore,  so  far  as  its  Im- 
perial aspect  as  to  finance  was  concerned, 
the  thing  is  as  rotten  as  in  every  other 
respect.  This  agitation  for  a  National 
Council  for  Wales  is  not  merely  an 
educational  matter.  It  goea  bur  wider 
in  its  intentions  than  that.  I  will 
not  give  your  Lordships  my  idea,  I 
will  give  you  the  idea  of  a  Member  of 
the  Cabinet.      Speaking  of  this  Coimcil 
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at  Carnarvon  in  January  this  year  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  used 
these  words : — 

"Onoe  the  Board  is  net  up,  delegation  will 
follow,  but  I  am  iu  hope  that  the  powers  to  be 
•lelegated  will  not  stop  with  the  Board  of 
Ednoation.  There  are  powers  under  the 
Local  Government  Board  which  I  hope  to  see 
delegated,  ajid  also  powers  under  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  the  Home  OiBce." 

He  had  not  left  out  much  except  the 
Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Foreign  Office. 
This  shows  pretty  clearly  what  the 
ideas  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  were  when  he  tried  to  get  the  first 
step  taken  in  this  most  unwise  sugges- 
tion of  a  Council  for  Wales.    He  said  : — 

'I  am  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  a 
Bill  is  introducM  providing  the  same  powers 
given  to  local  authorities  snail  be  ilelegated  to 
the  Council  for  Wales.  I  should  like  to 
Fee  certain  control  everv  time  given  to  such  a 
Welsh  authority,  and  I  have  great  hope  that 
we  shall  see  all  this  realised  in  the  course  of 
the  next  four  or  five  years." 

I  hope  that  whatever  else  your  Lordship 
may  have  to  do  with  regard  to  the  Bill 
you  will  not  give  way  to  any  authority 
which  comes  to  you  and  lays  before 
the  country  that  programme  and  asks 
you  to  go  one  step  in  the  direction  of 
Home  Rule  for  Wales. 

♦Lord  RIBBLESDALE  said  that,  not 
bmg  a  member  of  the  Government,  but 
only  an'ordinary  Member  of  their  Lord- 
ships' Hou8e,he  should  not  embark  on  the 
drafting  and  interpretations  of  the  clauses 
and  considerations  which  had  occupied  so 
much  of  the  eloquent  time  of  the  noble 
Earl.  Speaking  generally,  wherever  in 
the  Bill  they  had  "  may  "  he  would  like 
to  put  "  shall,"  and  wherever  they  had 
"  shall "  he  would  like  to  put  "  may." 
Por  the  same  reason  he  intended 
to  leave  Part  III.  severely  alone. 
Plucky  little  Wales  could,  he  felt 
certain,  take  excellent  care  of  itself. 
From  what  the  noble  Lord  told  them 
the  Minister  for  Wales  would  be  a 
very  poor  place,  and  he  certainly  should 
not  apply  for  it.  After  listening  care- 
fidly  to  the  noble  Earl,  he  saw  no  reason 
for  reconsidering  the  carefully  prepared 
words  which  he  had  proposed  to  mter- 
vene  in  the  debate.  He  would  say  what 
he  meant  to  say  at  first ;  namely,  that 
he  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  of 
doing  his  best  to  prosper  the  progress 
and    passage    of    the    Bill.     He     did 
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not  pretend  that  it  was  an  ideal  Bill  or 
that  it  was  based  upon  counsels  of  per- 
fection, but  he  believed  it  would  com- 
mend itself  not  to  the  political.  Parlia- 
mentary, and  platform  sense,  but  to  the 
political  sense  in  the  way  in  which  ^e 
Archbishop  used  the  word  "political" 
the  previous  night ;  the  political  seme 
and  the  utilitarian  instincts  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  country. 
To   put  it  broadly,   they  relied  upon 
common-sense     and     that    unromantic, 
common-sense,  practical  aptitude  which 
resided  in  our  fellow  countrymen  and 
women  to  work  out  the  Bill.     The  noble 
Earl  talked  a  great  deal  about  the  political 
exigencies    in    which    the    Government 
found  itself  at  the  time  it  had  to  draft 
the  Bill.     He  quite  admitted  that  the 
Government  was  in  a  strait.     He  might 
with  truth  say  to  Mr.  Birrell  and  his 
colleagues :    Ddicta   majorum  initnerittu 
luet;   they  had  to  pay  for  the  criminal 
mistakes    of    their    predecessors-      The 
noble    Lords    opposite    would    do   well 
to  remember,  though  perhaps  they  would 
very   much    prefer    to    forget,   that  it 
was  when  they  passed  the  Bill  of  1902 
that  they  made  the  Bill  of  1906  inevitable. 
He  might  perhaps  here  avow  something 
more  than  a  platonic  afiection  for  Lord 
Malmesbury's    proposals.     He    thought 
they  must  all  adinit  that  he  did  very  well 
in  a  rather  uncomfortable  position.  In  one 
of  the  scraps  of  talk  which  he  had  had 
with  the  AJchbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
which  he  valued  extremely,  he  told  him 
that  he  had  a  sneaking  liking  for  Mi. 
Chamberlain's  proposals,  and  the  Arch- 
bishop said  they    were  ideal  in  theory 
but  quite  unworkable  in  practice.  On  that 
he  woull  say  a  word  or  two  presently. 
Nobody    would    be   surprised   to   hear 
that  he  was  now  coming  to  the  religious 
difficidty.      Mr.     Gibbon, .  who     would 
have  greatly  relished  this  debate,   laid 
it  down  somewhere  or  other  that  all 
religions  were  equally  true  to  the  people, 
false  to  the  philosopher,  and  useful  to  the 
magistrate.     He  believed  Mr.  Birrell  and 
Lord   Crewe   would   substitute   for  the 
word  "  useful "  "  perplexing  and  unin- 
telligible."   The    Bishop   of   St.    Asaph 
once  described  the  religious  difficulty  as 
"  gaimt  and  emaciating."    It  had  lost 
none  of  its  old   characteristics,  and  it 
was     becoming     exceedingly     irritating. 
They  could  not  do  with  it  in  the  West 
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Biding.  It  had  tired  them  all  out 
irrespective  of  creeds  and  camp's.  He 
must  avow  a  certain  amount  of  church- 
ness  or  denominationalism.  He  attended 
the  other  night  the  great  Churchmen's 
meeting  in  the  Albert  Hall.  He  listened 
to  eloquent  speeches  from  the  Bishop 
of  London  and  Dr.  Wace,  but  it  was 
sot  the  speeches  which  took  such  hold 
of  him  as  the  opening  prayer  and  the 
familiar  hymns,  the  wave  of  a  "  suisum 
corda"  tendency  and  emotion,  and 
which  at  such  times  convinced  him 
that  we  could  not  live  by  bread  alone. 
To  come  to  more  practical  and  less 
sentimental  considerations  in  this  grave 
matter  of  national  education,  he  was 
gradually  being  driven  to  the  conclusion 
that  churchness  and  denominationalism, 
whether  of  the  Bstablished  Church  or 
of  Nonconformity,  was  a  mistake,  and  that 
Mr.  Chamberlain  and  the  Bishop  of 
Birmin^iam  might  be  right,  when, 
hy  very  diflerent  roads,  they  arrived 
at  the  same  result ;  and  when  they  told 
them  that  the  only  way  of  putting  an  end 
to  all  this  was  by  having  no  State-assisted 
or  State-taught  religious  education,  but 
hy  special  facilities — ^whlch  he  (the  noble 
Lord)  understood  to  be  bricks,  mortar, 
hetter  drainage,  times,  and  teachers — 
heing  granted  to  religion  and  irreligion 
alike,  everybody  having  the  right  to 
freely  teach  their  own  dogmas.  That 
was,  he  believed,  the  view  they  held 
as  to  the  only  way  of  freeing  education 
from  this  parasite — the  religious  diffi- 
culty. He  felt  that  anyone  intervening 
in  the  debate  at  this  period  was  gleaning 
after  the  gleaners.  But  as  he  had  always 
lound  that  other  people's  ideas  were  em- 
narrassing  to  his  own  originality,  he 
must  try  and  make  the  best  of  it. 
He  would  spare  their  Lordships  any 
comments  on  the  backbone  of  the  Bill, 
Olause  1.  He  would  not  go  into  its 
obedience  to  the  great  principle  of  public 
control  and  the  abolition  of  tests,  and  its 
acquiescence  in  that  new  and  terrible 
portent,  the  mandate.  Nor  would  he  go 
into  the  practical  difficulties  of  Lord 
Mslmesbury's  plan,  which  parties  on  both 
sides  told  him  were  insuperable,  although 
he  was  confident  that  those  difficulties 
would  have  to  be  faced  in  certain  even- 
tualities. He  believed  most  people  would 
agree  with  The  Time*  newspaper  that 
the    speeches    of     the     Archbishop    of 


Cinterbury  and  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
held  the  field  as.regarded  the  debate  so  far 
as  it  had  gone.  They  were  very  cogent 
and  very  remarkable.  He  would  take 
that  of  the  Duke  of  Noi-folk  first;  and 
he  believed  that  secularism  would  have 
to  be  faced  if  full  efiect  was  given  to 
the  able  and  constitutional  speech  which 
they  heard  the  previous  night  from 
the  noble  Duke.  The  speech  was 
penetrated  and  informed  by  a  high 
constitutional  spirit  and  argument,  and 
he  delighted  in  listening  to  it.  He 
listened  to  it  with  the  greatest  possible 
envy.  The  noble  Duke  declared  in 
that  English  of  which  he  was  a  master 
what  he  and  his  friends  meant  to  do  with 
the  Bill  in  Committee.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  noble  Duke  would  stand 
by  what  he  said,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  he  would  get  a  considerable  amount 
of  support  from  what  he  might  call  the 
independent /fOtMrftrmr*  opposite.  What 
would  be  the  alternative  if  the  Bill  was 
wrecked  in  Committee  and  losti  He 
believed  it  would  be  secularism  and 
the  secularisation  of  education.  He 
would  now  turn  to  the  cogent,  elo- 
quent and  remarkable  speech  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  A  great  por- 
tion of  his  argument  was  rested  on  what 
seemed  to  him  a  very  shaky  proposition. 
It  was  that  Pibrliamentary  encourage- 
ment at  one  time  and  in  one  set  of  cir- 
cumstances carried  with  it  Parliamentary 
encouragement  for  all  time  and  in  a 
totally  different  set  of  circumstances. 
Holding  this  view  the  right  rev.  Primate 
appeareid  to  have  advised  his  friends 
to  make  very  considerable  gifts  to  the 
Church,  and  he  also  appeared  to  have 
given  them  a  sort  of  personal  guarantee 
that  Parliamentary  action  and  encourage- 
ment which  was  taken  and  given  in  1870 
was  an  indefeasible  security  for  any  action 
which  might  be  taken  in  1902  and  1906. 
His  friends  appeared  to  him  to  have  been 
ingenuous  enough  to  have  taken  him 
at  his  word ;  and  he  (the  noble  Lord) 
only  hoped  the  right  rev.  Primate  did  not 
implement  the  guarantee  in  any  way. 
Instances  abounded  to  show  how  im- 
possible it  was.  There  was  the  example 
of  the  Encumbered  Estates  Act  estab- 
lished to  encourage  by  Parliamentary 
assistance  ownership  of  land  in  Ireland ; 
since  then  Parliament  had  devoted 
itself    to   discouraging  such  ownership; 
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end    there    was    the    parallel    of     the  I 
Guards.    They  were  told  only  a  fortnight  \ 
f  go. that  Parliament  was  going  to  reduce  | 
the  battalions  of  the  Coldstream  and  Scols 
Guards,   whereas  it  had  only  recently  i 
raised  those    battalions    and  the   Irish  i 
Guards.     These  cases  showed  that  the 
proposition  on  which  theArch bishop  rested 
the  first  part  of  his  speech  wss  not  only  ■ 
remarkable  but  exceedingly  shaky.      He  , 
was  also  very  grateful  to  the  Archbishop 
for  bringing  them  fcce  to  face  with  a  real 
live    Rousseau-cum-Voltaire    teacher    in 
the  national  school.    He  told  them  of  a 
Gentlemen    who    Edministered,    he    be- 
lieved   skilfully,    a    most   generous    re- 
ligious    syllfbus     \ihen     professionally 
occupied,  and  who  in  his  leisure  moments 
devoted  himself  to  writing  articles  and 
leaderettes   discrediting  Ihe  Resurrection 
end  subjects  of  a  kindred  kind.     He  con- 
fessed le  hed  often  heard  of  this  type 
of    teacher,    but    he     never    knew    he 
could  tctually  be  brought  before  them 
fs    he    wes    brought   before    them    the 
frevr'ous    night.      He    also    told   thfm. 
about    the     anti-religious    ways    which 
seen.ed    to  be  most  regreltably  of  the 
local    authority    at    Hudderefield.      He 
did    not    sey    that    the    Primate   drew 
conclusions  frcm  those  exceptional  cases. 
So    far    from    that    h^     had    guarded 
himself    very    carefuUy    from    any     ex 
uno    disce    (tnnes     argument,    but    he 
said  with  perfect  truth  that  these  cases 
h«d    htppeted    ard    that    they    could 
happen  again  under  the  Bill ;    and  they 
all  kxew  the  spell  of  such  suggestion 
which  could  be  exercised  by  awielderof 
words   of   the  caUbre  and  authority  of 
the  Primate,  especially  when  that  sugges- 
tion was  tddressed  to  noble  Lords  who 
were  hearirg  exactly  what  they  wanted 
to  hear.    He  £  greed  there  was  ore  very 
strorg  poitt  which  the  Archbishop  mtde 
ard  en  which  he  should  like  to  say  a  woi  d. 
It  was  where  he  argued  that  the  Bill  gave 
full    cottrol    to    local    authorities,    tut 
limited    powers  wherever   it    was    con- 
cerned with  religion.    He  admitted  that 
with  regard  to  religion,  which  was  the 
Archbishop's  point ;   but  let  them  com- 
p:  re  it  with  the  Act  of  1902.    That  Act 
reserved  in  strirgent  ard  explicit  terms — 
they   all   remembered   the   adamantine 
front  the  noble  Duke  presented  to  every 
arugmect  they  used  on  that  side  when 
in   Committee — the  important  function 
Lord  IHbblesdale. 
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of  choosing  teachers  to  denominational 
managers,  and,  seeing  that  this  restriction 
of  popular  control  and  its  inevitable 
partnership  with  strict  tests  for  te.:ching 
josts  tnd  (.ppointraents  had  caused  a 
lot  of  unpleasantness  up  and  down  the 
country,  it  was  quite  clear  that  th» 
present  Government  had  no  alternative  in 
their  Bill,  but  were  bound  as  far  as 
possible  to  give  full  control  to  that 
authority.  He  did  not  pretend  that 
the  Bill  would  "ture  discords  to  angelic 
harmories."  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  what  Mr.  Einglake,  when  speaking 
of  the  then  Czar  of  Russia,  who,  he  had 
no  doubt,  was  a  strict  denominationalist, 
called  "  ferocious  Christianity  "  about. 
It  always  had  come  gallantly  and  noisily 
to  the  front  on  these  occasions,  and  he 
believed  it  always  would.  He  did  not 
thick  it  was  altogether  a  bad  thing. 
,  Friction  was  the  concomitant  of  motion 
I  and  activity.  What  was  more,  he  did 
not  know  what  divines,  different  in  kind 
but  not  perhaps  in  degree,  like  Dr. 
,  Clifford  ar  d  the  Bishop  of  Manchester, 
would  do  if  a  permanent  atmosphere- 
of  "  peace,  perfect  peace  "  were  to  brood 
over  this  stimulating,  controversial  and 
intellectual  area.  He  thought  they  «i- 
joyed  rather  than  disliked  it.  The 
House  were  not  going  to  s  division,  bat 
if  they  htd  been  he  would  have  given 
his  vote  cordially  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
and  he  should  do  all  in  his  power  to  see 
the  Bill  through  the  House  in  as  near  the 
form  as  it  had  come  into  the  House  as 
possible. 

Lord  ROBERTSON  said  he  proposed 
to  violate  what  appeared  to  be  the 
conventions  of  this  debate  and  make 
a  brief  speech.  He  should  address 
himself  to  two  subjects,  which  he 
thought  were  not  irrelevant  to  a 
Second  Reading  debate.  He  should 
consider  concurrently  what  was  the 
occasion  for  the  Bill  and  what  wen- 
the  gist  and  substance  of  it.  Whea 
His  Majesty's  Government  faced  the 
question,  they  were  confronted  with 
one  palpable  fact,  and  that  was  the 
existence  of  a  vast  number  of  voluntary 
schools,  recognised  by  the  public  Educs^ 
tion  Department  as  b^ng  efficient  and 
I  doing  good  work  in  the  country.  They 
I  were   unquestionably  private  property. 
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governed  only  by  the  conditions  annexed 
to  the  receipt  of  public  money.  Whet 
were  the  suggested  reasons  for  the 
interference  of  those  schools,  embodied 
in  the  BiUt  He  took  the  House  to 
witness  that  it  had  never  once  been 
suggested  in  all  the  various  speeches  that 
the  schools  were  to  be  confiscated  upon 
the  ground  that  they  weie  not  rendering 
adequate  and  efficient  service  to  the 
community.  The  contrary  was  palpable, 
and  fortunately  they  did  not  require 
to  go  back  upon  vague  generahtes 
about  which  one  man  m'ght  contradict 
another.  AU  those  schools  were  under 
the  inspection  of  the  Privy  Council  and 
anyone  who  knew  anything  about  the 
community  in  which  he  lived  knew 
perfectly  well  that,  excellent  as  the  board 
schools  were,  they  were  not  the  same  in 
ethos  or  characteristics  as  the  Church 
schools.  The  Government  were  face  to  face 
with  this  large  fabric  of  schools, and  if  there 
was  no  allegation  against  them  in  point 
of  efficiency,  why  was  the  transference 
made  ?  He  was  not  going  into  any 
minute  details,  although  he  must  own 
that  he  had  been  surprised,  he  wovld 
not  say  at  the  levity,  but  at  the  facility, 
with  which  noble  Lords  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  had  gUded  from  the 
arguments  and  had  never  come  to  close 
quarters  with  them.  The  whole  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  extinguish  Church  of 
England  leaching  in  the  schools  of  the 
country.  No  other  reason  had  been 
suggested  for  dealing  with  the  question 
at  all,  and,  when  he  turned  to  the  clauses, 
he  found  one  thing  consistent,  and 
that  was  that  the  one  aim  was  to  put 
down  Church  of  England  teachuig. 
Clause  1,  in  a  sense,  wcu  the  Bill,  because 
it  said  that  there  should  be  no  inde- 
pendent schools,  but  that  they  should 
be  public  schools  after  a  certain  time, 
though  there  might  be  restrictions  and 
modifications  enabling  religious  educa- 
tion to  be  given.  Clause  4  had  com- 
paratively Uttle  application  to  the  Church 
of  England.  It  was  manifestly  intended 
for  the  Boman  Catholics,  though  possibly 
it  was  also  intended  for  the  Jews.  He 
did  not  grudge  it,  and  he  thought  it  was 
merely  a  small  portion  of  what  they  weie 
entitled  to.  He  mentioned  Clause  4  to 
exclude  it  from  the  main  question  he  was 
coDBidering,  viz.,  the  exclusion  of  the 
Church   of    England.    Clause    3,  which 


was  really  intended  for  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, wanted  to  be  clearly  stated.  Itr 
would  be  observed  that  the  owners  of 
voluntary  schools  had  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiations with  the  local  authority.  They 
were  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the- 
local  authority,but  they  knew  abeady  that 
the  agreement  was  very  much  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Then  came  the  question 
as  to  whether  there  should  be  any  stipu- 
lation about  religious  instruction.  Here- 
the  Act  did  two  things,  and  they  were- 
most  important.  The  very  best  which 
could  be  done  for  the  Church  under  the- 
Bill  was  to  give  two  mornings  in  the  week. 
That  was  the  (yptimum  maximum  of  the 
Bill.  Apparently  they  negotiated  on  equal 
terms,  but  really  it  was  not  so.  Let 
them  suppose  that  the  local  authority 
said  that  they  wouldnot  give  the  facilities ; 
they  were  entitled  to  do  so.  The  Bill,, 
curiously  enough,  in  the  circuitous-- 
methods  which  were  adopted,  expressed: 
it  as  follows  : — 

"  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  prevent  the- 
grantint;  or  reqnirini;  of  facilities  for  special 
religious  instruction." 

The  reader  had  got  to  keep  in  mind 
that  it  was  equally  true  that  nothing  in 
the  section  would  prevent  the  refusing  of. 
the  facilities.  He  would  therefore,  and 
he  was  entitled  to  do !  o,  take  the  case  of  a. 
hostile  local  authority.  That  authority 
might  perfectly  well  say  they  would  not 
grant  the  facilities,  and  no  one  could  force- 
them,  because,  they  would  observe,  that 
when  they  turned  to  CUuse  3,  which 
was  the  charter  of  the  rights  of  the  Church 
for  ordinary  facilities,  it  was  only  if  the- 
agreement  had  been  come  to  that  it  came- 
into  operation  at  all.  He  was  quite- 
certain  that  in  the  country  a  great  deal  of 
play  had  been  made  of  the  appointment 
of  impartial,  highminded  commissioners 
to  deal  with  the  Bill,  but  the  country  had 
not  been  told  that  these  impartial,  high- 
minded  commissioners  never  came  into- 
play  unless  the  local  authority  pleased,, 
and  therefore  the  Church  of  England, 
which  was  concerned  with  Section  3  of 
the  Bill,  was  at  the  mercy  of  the  local 
authority.  If  the  local  authority  re< 
fused  the  facilities,  there  would  be  none. 
If  that  were  the  outcome  of  negotiations - 
for  an  agreement,  then  they  got  Cowper- 
Templeism  substituted  for  Church  of 
Engbud.  te»ohing  in   the  schoob.    He- 
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should  imitate  the  noble  reserve  which 
had  been  exercised  by  persons  very  much 
more'entitled  to  speak  upon  the  subject 
than  himself,  but  he  thought  it  right 
in  his^'place  in  Parliament  that  he  should 
say  that  Cowper-Templeism  was  some- 
thing'Jtotally  different  from  the  teaching 
of  the  Church  of  England.  The  Church 
of  England  was  a  religion  with  definite 
dogmas  and  beliefe ;  it  taught  children 
■through  the  Catechism,  a  reugion  which 
was  personal  and  supernatural.  It 
began  by  asking  the  child  its  name. 
It  went  on  to  ask  how  it  got 
that  name  and  then  it  dwelt  upon  the 
fact  that,  when  it  got  that  name  the 
•child  was  made  a  member  of  the  mystic 
Body  of  our  Lord,  and  it  deduced 
its  responsibilities  from  that  supreme 
fact.  Therefore,  to  tell  him  a  teacher  had 
a  perfect  right  under  Cowper-Templeism 
to  read  passages  from  the  Bible  to  the 
child,  but  that  he  could  not  tell  him  that 
our  Lord  was  Divine  seemed  to  him 
the  most  idle  of  all  teaching  of  religion. 
He  resented  the  arrogating  to  themselves 
by  the  Dissenters  or  their  political 
friends  the  words  "  Bible-teaching." 
The  mere  reading  of  the  Bible  was  one 
thing,  but  they  had  no  right  on  that 
account  to  claim  to  teach  simple  Bible 
truth.  What  was  done  was  simply  to 
Tead  passages  from  the  Bible  as  they 
might  from  Marcus  Aurelius,  or  from 
many  of  the  admirable  writers  of  philo- 
sophy. It  would  leave  the  child  entirely 
ignorant  of  everything  essential  which 
was  taught  in  the  Church  Catechism. 
He  had  spoken  of  the  Church  Catechism  for 
this  reason.  One  of  the  things  which 
the  Government  had  imconsciously  done 
under  the  Bill  was  to  bring  together 
•Churchmen  who  were  a  little  alienated 
before,  upon  the  common  ground  of  the 
Church  Catechism.  He  had  dwelt  upon 
this  clause  because  the  result  of  their 
legislative  enactments  was  to  wipe  out 
Church  of  England  teaching  and  set  up 
Cowper-Templeism.  He  was  under- 
stating the  case,  because  there  was  no 
obligation  upon  the « local  authority 
to  teach  even  Cowper-Templeism.  On 
the  contrary,  they  had  got  the  optica  of 
teaching  no  religion  at  all.  The  Bishop 
•of  London  had  mentioned  that  Cowper- 
Templeism  had  declined  in  quality 
during  past  years,  but  he  would 
venture  to  point  out  that  now,! 
Ltrd  Bobertson. 


by  the  choice  of  the  noble  Lord" 
opposite  and  their  friends,  questions 
had  -been  raised  and  consequently  in- 
creased attention  would  be  drawn  to 
the  lower  option  of  no  religion  at  all. 
He  could  quite  understand  that  with 
local  authorities  a  compromise  might 
be  come  to.  Some  might  propose  no 
religion  at  all  and  others  might  propose 
Cowper-Templeism,  and  on  that  there 
might  be  a  compromise  arrived  at — not 
formally  upon  expressed  Resolutions, 
but  \by  way  of  producing  harmony— 
that  Cowper-Templeism  should  be  as 
remote  from  dogmatic  religion  as  it 
possibly  could  be.  He  had  one  further 
word  to  say  upon  the  subject,  which 
he  hoped  he  had  treated  without  in- 
delicacy and  without  presumption.  He 
objected  altogether  to  people  supposing 
that  they  left  imimpaired  the  churches 
while  they  were  capturing  their  schools. 
In  pronouncing  what  religion  their 
children  were  to  receive  in  the  schools 
the  inevitable  result  would  be  to  diminish 
the  authority  of  what  was  afterwards 
taught  in  the  church.  If  the  children 
were  brought  up  in  this  diluted  and 
unauthoratntive  religion  they  would  not 
readily  submit  themselves  to  the  yoke 
of  dogma  and  authority.  If  children 
up  to  fourteen  years  of  age  thought 
that  they  had  got  options  from  existing 
religions,  was  it  likely  they  would  be 
so  amenable  to  the  authority  of  the 
Church  when  the  time  came  for  their 
confirmation  ?  He  hoped  he  had  made 
good  his^promise  to  prove  that  the 
facilities  professed  to  be  offered  to  the 
Church  of  England  under  Clause  3  were 
illusory  because  they  were  entirely 
optional. 

'TThe  Eabl  op  CREWE  :  Facilities  are 
oiily  so  far  optional  that  the  school 
may  not  be  taken  at  all. 

•LoED  ROBERTSON  :  I  can  assure 
the  noble  Lord  I  am  not  ignorant  of  that 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  But  the  noble 
Lord  did  not  say  soj  if  he  will  pardon 
me,  he  said  something  entirely  different. 

*LoRD  ROBERTSON  said  he  was  not 
able  to  say  all  the  various  points  which 
completed  hi!>  argument  at  onoe.    He 
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was  going  to  say  that  in  all  this  talk  about 
Commissioners  and  what  not  there  had 
been  an  attempt  to  throw  dust  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public  and  to  persuade  them 
that  all  was  well  because  there  were 
Commissioners  appointed  in  the  Bill 
Let  them  see  what  they  could  do.  He 
had  dealt  hitherto  with  the  case  of  an 
agreement  not  being  come  to ;  but,  when 
they  came  to  an  agreement,  what 
took  place  ?  Could  the  owners  of  the 
Church  schools  apply  to  the  Commis- 
sioners ?  They  could  not.  The  initia- 
tive was  solely  with  the  local  authority. 
There  was  no  access  to  the  Com- 
nussioners  except  through  the  local 
authority.  Perhaps  he  was  anticipat- 
ing the  question  of  the  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  which  the 
Lord  Chancellor  was  best  qualified  to 
answer,  but  let  them  suppose  that  the 
proprietors  of  a  school  were  suddenly 
deprived  of  the  Government  grant  and 
lees  suddenly  of  the  rates  and  found 
themselves  unable  to  carry  on  the 
school  Then  the  local  authority  would 
go  to  the  Commissioners  and  say  the 
Church  people  could  not  carry  on  the 
school  and  accordingly  ask  that  it 
should  be  handed  over  to  them.  That 
was  the  course  of  afPairs.  If  the  noble 
Lord  meant  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  faot  that  the  Church 
could  raise  the  money  by  her  own  un- 
aided eSoits,  then  it  was  quite  true  they 
could  go  on  and  nobody,  as  he  imder- 
stood,  could  prevent  it,  but  there  would 
be  no  Government  grant. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE:  That  is 
correct. 

•LoHD  ROBERTSON  said  he  believed 
it  was  accurate,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  was  reasonable  to  expect  him,  of  all 
people,  to  try  to  evade  a  difficult  ques- 
tion. He  now  turned  to  the  question 
of  the  extended  facilities.  He  found 
in  Section  5  exactly  what  he  found  in 
the  previous  section,  and  that  was  a 
manifest  intention  to  keep  the  Church 
oat  of  the  facilities.  Apart  from  the 
limitation  of  area  and  of  population 
they  had  all  sorts  of  fences  to  tbke; 
they  had  to  go  through  the  ballot 
or  inquiry,  or  this  and  that,  and  then 
finally  the^^thing   could  be  gone  back 


upon  as  soon  as  the  figures  adjusted 
themselves,  or  were  adjusted,  so  as  to 
enable  the  local  authority  to  withdraw 
this  power.  He  had  treated  this  of  such 
importance  because  he  wished  to  concen- 
trate attention  upon  the  position  of 
the  Church  of  England  in  the  matter. 
He  noticed,  as  a  very  curious  result,  that 
the  Government  had  been  afraid  to- 
put  in  a  direct  appeal  from  the  local 
authority  with  the  effect  that  the 
superior  power  could  order  the  thing  to- 
be  done.  What  happened  when  the 
appeal  was  found  to  be  just  ?  The 
school  remained  a  State-aided  school; 
and  accordingly  the  whole  scheme  was- 
upset  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
schools.  They  were,  when  they  could 
satisfy  the  Commissioners,  to  revert  to- 
the  position  before  1902,  and  they  would 
therefore  have  a  set  of  Roman  Catholic 
schools  on  the  old  system  before  1902 
while  everybody  else  was  elsewhere.  He 
asked  the  House  to  permit  him  to  call 
its  attention  to  the  very  grave  question 
that  this  was  private  property,  private 
in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  because  it 
was  charitable  property.  The  noble- 
Lords  opposite  had — he  did  not  say  un- 
fairly— very  fully  developed  the  point 
that  the  State  had  met  the  givers  of 
those  gifts  in  a  handsome  way.  Some- 
times, however,  as  the  most  rev.  Pre- 
late had  pointed  out,  the  contributions 
from  the  State  had  been  so  small  that 
they  were  nothing  more  than  an  imprima- 
tur of  the  effort  made  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions. This  was  the  taking  over  of 
those  large  properties  in  order  to  divert 
them  to  purposes  substantially  different, 
to  Cowper-Templeism  from  the  Church 
of  England.  Wbat  was  the  reason  of  it  ? 
Was  it  that  the  principle  was  wrong; 
was  it  that  it  was  impossible  for  thi» 
country  at  this  time  of  day  to  sanction 
the  giving  of  public  money  where  doctrinal 
or  dogmatic  religion  was  being  taught  ? 
If  it  was  not  that,  what  was  it  ?  He 
would  tell  them  what  it  was  in  a  moment,, 
but  he  would  ask  them  to  solve  the 
problem  for  themselves  by  an  easy  test. 
He  was  quite  certain  they  had  received 
eager  and  unswerving  support  from  the 
Liberal  Members  for  Scotland,?  and,  if 
they  asked  them  or  their  own  Education 
Department,  they  would  learn  that 
dogmatic  teaching  of  a  most  absolute 
kind  was  common  in  the  board  schools. 
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They  taught  the  Shorter  Catechism,  in 
which  Predestination  and  all  the  my- 
steries of  that  scheme  of  religion  were 
found,  to  children,  and  yet  he  had  never 
heard  that  it  had  shocked  the  con- 
sciences of  noble  Lords  opposite.  He 
knew,  having  heen  a  dissenter  from  this 
doctrine  himself,  that  he  had  paid  rates 
and  taxes  for  the  support  of  that  form  of 
religion,  but  he  had  never  yet  been  in 
prison.  If  the  desire  of  the  conscience, 
or  whatever  was  the  proper  name  for  it, 
to  have  satisfaction  was  acute  upon  this 
question,  surely  they  were  entitled  to  ask 
-whether  a  Bill  woidd  be  brought  in  for 
Scotland  to  prevent  the  teaching  of 
clogmatism.  He  had  promised  to  say 
what  he  thought  was  the  real  reason  for 
the  Bill,  but  he  had  reserved  his  opinion 
until  he  had  heard  the  speeches  of  the 
three  Cabinet  Ministers,  to  which  he  had 
listened  with  the  most  profound  attention. 
He  acknowledged  the  graceful  and  literarv 
diction  of  the  President  of  the  Council, 
but  he  was  involved  in  the  details  of  a 
■very  complicated  measure,  and  he  coxild 
not  say  he  obtained  a  very  clear  insight 
into  the  necessity  or  scope  or  the  gist  of 
the  measure.  He  must  not,  however, 
omit  the  Minister  for  Agriculture.  He 
could  not  say  with  great  respect  to  him 
that  he  gathered  more  information  from 
him  on  the  subject,  but  he  certainly 
learned  much  of  his  own  heroic  virtues 
and  intentions.  He  heard  also  the 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  again  he  must  take  leave  to  remark 
that  he  derived  great  satisfaction  from 
the  conclusive  evidence  the  speech 
afforded  that  so  little  of  his  time  was 
abstracted  from  the  afEairs  of  the  Ad- 
miralty and  devoted  to  these  miscel- 
laneous topics.  He  mentioned  those 
speeches  because  they  aSorded  a  glimpse 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cabinet  Council. 
What  coherent  or  intelligent  policy  was 
represented  by  these  utterances?  The 
great  Liberal  Party,  with  all  its  man- 
dates, had  felt  itself  unable  to  cope  with 
the  disestablishment  of  the  Church  of 
England,  but,  deprived  of  that  eager 
spoil,  it  had  thought  that  that  deficiency 
in  their  programme  might  be  made  up 
by  setting  up  Nonconformity  in  the 
schools.  That  and  nothing  else  was 
the  explanation  of  this  measure.  It 
was  idle  to  say  that  the  Cowper-Tample 
clause,  which  was  merely  negative  and 
Lord  Robertson. 


prohibitive  of  definite  creed,  represented 
in  terms  Nonconformity,  but,  when  they 
foimd  that  those  who  were  unanimoosly 
APreoA    and    eager    in    support   of  the 
measure  were  the  Nonconformists,  and 
that    all  the    dogmatic    religions   were 
against  them,  he  thought  it  was  legiti- 
mate to  say  that  they  were  the  people 
who  were  welcoming,  if  not  inspiring,  it 
If  that  was  so,  he  thought  the  ftaty 
on  his  side  of  the  House  had  good  reason 
to  congratulate  themselves  on  the  posi- 
tion in  which  they  stood.    One  of  the 
pristine  traditions  of   the  Conaervative 
Party    had    been    its    attachment   and 
support  to  the  Church  of  England,  and 
that  not  merely  in  the  old  days  when 
there   was   privilege   and   the    prejudice 
which  attached  to  privilege,  but  in  the 
modem  days  when  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land   had    struck    deep    root    into   the 
democracy  of  the   country,    and  when 
the   future  of  the  Church  of   England 
was  bound  up,  not  with  the  privileged 
classes,  but  with  the  whole  population. 
The  Libe-al  Party  had   done   this  for 
them :  they  had  united  the  Church  which 
formerly  upon  some  subjects  had  been 
a  little  divided ;   and  they  had  put  into 
their   hands   a   momentous    weapon  <rf 
political    warfare.    The    people    of   the 
country   had   a    warm    feeling   towards 
the    Church    of    England    and    towards 
fair  play,   and  when  they  saw  that  the 
Opposition  were  identifying  themselves, 
in    the    defence    of    the  Church,  with 
the  cause  of  fair  play,  he  did  not  doubt, 
in  the  utter  barrenness  of  argument  in 
support  of  the   Bill,  that   it  would  be 
ultimately  defeated. 

*LoRD  BEAT  said  he  admitted  that 
the  point  of  view  from  which  he  looked 
at  the  Bill  was  very  different  from  that 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  had 
just  spoken.  In  his  impressive  speech 
yesterday  the  most  rev.  Prelate  seemed 
to  him  to  acknowledge  the  merits  of 
the  Act  of  1870  and  to  regret  it  was 
no  longer  the  educational  code.  To 
a  great  extent  he  shared  that  regret, 
but  the  Act  of  1902  had  undoubtedly 
made  a  return  to  the  Act  of  1870  im- 
possible. He  always  considered  that  the 
principles  of  the  Act  of  1870  were  based 
upon  a  solid  foimdation.  He  thought 
they  might  assume  that  the  exclusion  of 
religion  from  the  school  was  not  desired 
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"hj  any  large  section  of  the  community, 
and  that  experiments  in  secularism 
would  be  very  likely  to  break  down  as 
■they  had  broken  down  in  Birmingham 
and  elsewhere.  There  was  a  difference 
«f  opinion  as  to  the  method  of  the  recog- 
nition of  religion.  He  was  pleased  to 
hear  the  admissions  of  a  noble  Lord 
«pposite — Lord  Ampthill — that  a  Bill 
had  to  be  introduced  establishing  public 
•contxol  and  also  a  national  system  of 
education.  That  was  the  origin  of  the 
Bill.  There  should  be  in  every  parish  in 
"the  country  a  school  to  which  parents 
-could  send  their  children  without  fear  of 
iheir  hearing  anything  which  was 
opposed  to  their  own  principles ;  but  the 
great  majority  of  parents  wished  to  have 
the  Scriptures  taught  to  their  children  in 
accordance  with  Christian  principles,  in 
accordance  with  the  Apostles'  Creed. 
That  was  what  the  Cowper- Temple 
'Clause  allowed.  It  did  not  introduce  a 
new  religion.  It  accepted  Christianity 
in  the  form  which  was  common  to  all 
the  Churches,  which  divided  them  least. 
It  excluded  formularies,  it  did  not 
exclude  dogma.  It  could  be  given  by 
teachers  to  whatever  denomination  they 
belonged.  It  was  the  foundation  on 
which  the  Churches  could  build  their 
•own  specific  doctrinal  views.  It  was 
neither  Nonconformist  nor  Church  of 
England.  Presbyterians  had  a  distinct 
•creed  and  distinct  formularies — and  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  would  not  deny 
that  they  were  do;pnatio  —  but  they 
did  not  insist  that  they  should  be  taught, 
not  because  they  were  indifferent,  but 
because  they  recognised  the  impossibility 
of  insisting  on  denominitional  teaching 
.south  of  the  Tweed  in  public  elementary 
S3hools.  That  applied  to  other  Non- 
«onfomust  bodies.  No  distinctive  Non- 
•conformist  principles  were  taught,  and 
the  children  of  parents  who  were  attached 
to  the  Church  of  England  would  not 
hear  anything  opposed  to  the  creed 
■of  the  Church  ;  and  experience  showed 
that  a  great  number  of  parents  belonging 
to  the  Church  of  England  were  satisfied 
with  the  religious  instruction  given 
in  provided  schools  by  the  teachers. 
^e  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  that 
the  religious  instruction  given  in  the 
London  Council  schools  had  been  in 
the  highest  degree  beneficial  to  thousands 
<of  children  and  that  hardly  any  difficulty 
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had  been  experienced  in  carrpng  out 
the  syllabus  of  instruction.  He  had 
been  informed  by  those  who  w<»re  co  v 
cerned  in  the  management  of  board 
and  of  voluntary  schools  that  there  was 
hardly  any  difference  between  the  method 
of  Bible  instruction,  and  that  the  only 
difference  was  that  in  the  voluntary 
schools  the  Catechism  was  taught.  If 
facilities  were  given  in  the  transferred 
schools  for  the  Catechism  —  and  he 
did  not  anticipate  the  difficulties  on 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
laid  so  much  stre!>s  —  the  difference 
would  not  be  perceptible.  The  transfer 
of  Church  schools  to  the  local  education 
authority  was  inevitable  as  soon  as 
the  voluntary  element  almost  entirely 
disappeared.  It  was  foreseen.  They  must 
never  forget  to  render  to  the  Church  of 
England  their  gratitude  for  its  erection 
and  maintenance  £of  schools  in  foimer 
days,  but  the  Act  ot  1902  was  an  admission 
that  the  State  alone  could  grapple 
with  the  educational  needs  of  the  country. 
The  answer  to  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord's  question  why  this  Bill  was  inevit- 
able was  a  very  simple  one,  viz.,  that  the 
Act  of  1902  transferred  the  voluntary 
s:;hools  to  the  rates.  The  Church  of 
England  claimed  to  be  the  national 
Church.  As  such  it  was  comprehen- 
sive, and  various  schools  of  theology 
were  represented  in  it.  Much  hostility 
had  been  displayed  to  this  Bill,  but 
he  had  83en  no  assertion  that  the 
Church  was  prepared  to  undertake  what 
had  been  transferred  to  the  S  tate.  It  would 
be  well  if  so  great  and  so  influential 
a  body  as  the  Church  of  England  accepted, 
as  a  national  Church,  a  national  solution 
of  the  educational  problem  and  co- 
operated with  the  State  in  preserving 
the  Christian  character  of  the  schools. 
Many  eminent  men  in  the  Church,  and 
the  Bishop  of  Ripon,  in  his  eloquent 
speech  yesterday,  had  clearly  pointed  out 
the  danger  of  an  irreconcilable  attitude. 
The  argument  that  no  religious  education 
was  of  value  which  was  not  conducted 
on  denominational  lines  and  not  dtrectsd 
to  the  aim  of  attaching  the  children  to  a 
particular  denomination  struck  him  as 
a  negation  of  the  transcendent  efficacy 
and  power  of  Christianity.  Christian 
teaching  could  be  given  to  the  children 
of  Christian  parents  by  Christian  teachers. 
That  teaching  was  given  in  9,000  schools 
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to  3,000,000  scholars,  and  no  serious 
difficulty  had  arisen.  It  was  not  in- 
tended to  detach  the  children  from 
the  denomination  to  which  they  belonged, 
and  he  had  not  heard  that  it  had  had 
that  efiect.  No  one  had  ever  contended 
that  it  was  injurious,  only  that  it 
was  insufficient.  In  as  far  as  it 
was  insufficient  in  transferred  schools, 
there  would  be  the  two  hours  a  week, 
the  whole  of  Saturday  and  the  Sunday 
school  to  fill  the  gaps.  Apart  from 
the  special  facilities  schools,  if  the 
direct  influence  of  the  Church  of  England 
was  not  to  be  the  same  in  the  future  as 
in  the  past  its  indirect  influence  was  not 
threatened.  In  the  training  of  teachers, 
in  the  drawing  up  of  the  syllabus,  in 
watching  the  effect  given  to  the  syllabus, 
in  controlling  the  facilities  for  denomina- 
tional instruction  it  would  have  a  field  of 
operations  in  which  it  could  co-operate 
with  all  those  who  desired  to  uphold  the 
Christian  character  of  the  schools.  There 
need  not  be  any  antagonism  between 
the  Church  of  England  and  Nonconfor- 
mists. On  the  essential  truths  of 
Christianity  there  was  no  difierence  of 
opinion.  The  Cowper-Temple  clause  did 
not  ofier  any  impediment  to  instruction 
in  those  truths.  It  was  an  injustice  to 
the  children  not  to  teach  them  the  truths 
on  which  all  Christians  were  agreed  be- 
cause at  a  certain  point  differences  arose. 
These  were  not  vague  aspirations.  His 
experience  of  the  London  School  Board 
enabled  him  to  state  with  confidence  that 
Christian  teaching  could  be  given  in 
public  elementary  schools  which  was 
approved  by  parents  who  were  members 
of  the  Church  of  England  as  well  as  by 
those  who  were  Nonconformists,  although 
no  tests  were  applied  to  the  teachers. 
As  regarded  their  knowledge  of  the  Scrip 
tures,  the  children  of  the  London  Coimty 
Council  schools  were  not  inferior  to  those 
of  any  other  schools.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  anyone  acquainted  with  the 
facts  would  desire  to  alter  the  system, 
and  he  was  convinced  that  the  adoption 
of  what  was  called  the  right  of  entry 
would  not  give  such  good  results  and 
tiiat  it  would  injure  the  religious  teaching 
and  the  discipline  of  the  schools.  The 
London  syllabus  had  been  generally 
approved  and  deserved  the  praise  which 
had  been  bestowed  on  it.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly desirable  that  the  teachers 
Lord  Reay. 


should  be  well  qualified  to.  give  the  re- 
ligious instruction.  The  University  of 
London  had  provided  at  their  Training 
College  for  instruction  in  Scripture  teach- 
ing, and  the  Senate  of  the  University  of 
London  was  undoubtedly  a  body  repre- 
sentative of  very  diverse  opinions.  Re- 
ligious instruction  was  the  salt  of  our 
educational  system^  It  was  given 
by  the  teacher  in  accordance  with  his 
convictions,  and  tests,if  they  were  applied,, 
would  not  give  any  security  for  thfr 
reality  of  the  instruction.  They  had 
to  rely  on  the  teacher  and  to  tmst 
him.  He  could  not  conceive  a  teacher 
undertaking  to-  teach  truths  in  which  he 
did  not  believe.  That  was  a  sufficient 
safeguard.  No  tests  were  imposed  on 
the  teachers  at  public  schoob,  and  Mr. 
Page,  at  a  recent  meeting,  over  which 
Lord  Jersey  presided,  haid  said  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  religious  teaching  in. 
those  schools  was  simple  and  nn- 
sectarian.  There  was  no  provision 
in  the  Bill  to  ascertain  whether 
a  teacher  who  was  wi'ling  to  give 
religious  instruction  was  fit  to  give 
it.  The  local  .luthority  would  be  able 
to  ascertain  it.  He  would  remind  the 
House  of  the  interpretation  given  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  to  the  Cowper-Temple  clause 
on  June  30th ,  1870.  Mr.  Gladstone  said 
the  object  wa«^ — 

"To  proTi<*e  for  the  reading  of  tiis 
Scriptures  and  to  exclude  the  nss'of  Cat«chiam» 
and  distinctive  formulauea,  bat  not  beyond 
that  to  inii>«se  linitations  upon  the  freedom 
of  leaching.  If  we  are  to  have  teachen  who 
are  leally  to  teach  rtiligion,  that  religion  moit 
i-pi  inf;  out  of  their  own  hearts  and  eonsoiences, 
and  it  will  not  submit  to  be  confined  by 
deKnilion*  so  artificial  and  unreal  as  theae  ' 
[proposed  in  an  Amendment].  "He  must, 
when  he  findn  occasion,  refer  to  tbe  motive 
of  fear,  to  the  motive  of  hope,  and  above 
all,  to  the  motive  of  love.  ...  It  does  not 
impo!<e  upon  religious  teachins  that  kind  of 
restriction  which  would  reduce  it  to  a 
formality." 

The  local  authimty  was  not  forced  t» 
give  religious  teaching,  and  Mr.  Forster 
stated,  on  June  30th,  1870,  that— 

"The  forcing  of  religions  teaching  on  the 
local  boards  would  have  given  strength  and 
power  to  the  email  minority  who  now  dis- 
approved it,  and  an  opposition  to  religions 
teaching  would  have  been  created  in  quartets 
whete  no  anch  feeling  at  present  existed." 

In  giving  the  local  authority  a  limited 
discretion  with  regard  to  the  adoption  of 
religious  instruction  and  unlimited  dis- 
cretion with  regard  to  its  exclusion,  the 
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Bill  simpty  continued  the  powers  con- 
{gned  in  1870 — and  it  should  he 
noticed— not  interfered  with  by  the 
Afit  of  1902.  Leading  Noncon- 
btmuBts  in  a  recent  declaration  had 
declared  in  favour  of  instruction  in 
Bible  truth  as  an  essential  factor  in  the 
education  of  the  young  and  that  such 
iLstmction  should  not  be  inconsistent 
with  the  Apostles'  Creed  which  repre- 
sented the  general  consent  of  Christendom 
on  the  fundamental  ^ts  of  the  Christian 
iBligion.^The  Bishop  of  Ripon  yeaterday 
oonsidered  that  declaration  satisbctory, 
•nd  he  (the  noble  Lord)  had  no  doubt  that 
the  large  body  of  opinion  in  the  Church  of 
England  represented^  by  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  could  co-operate  with  the  Non- 
conformists who  held  those  views.  In 
education  continuity  was  desirable.  Con- 
stant changes  of  system  were  undesirable. 
Those  who  were  engaged  in  the  schools 
were  entitled  to  consideration.  The  local 
authorities  who  would  have  to  carry  out 
tiie  provisions  of  the  Bill  would  have  to 
take  into  account  the  wishes  of  the 
parents  of  the  children  in  the  various 
localities.  1-^They  migpit  trust  them,  he 
thought,  and  the  guidance  they  would 
nceive  from  the  Board  of  Education. 
The  Bill  is  a  compromise  which  was  im- 
perative if  public  control  of  the  schools 
is  to  be  adopted  with  a  minimum  of 
biction.  But  if  we  are  to  advance 
along  the  line  of  least  resistance,  if  the 
children  are  to  be  educated  in  the  fear 
of  God,  if  the  schools  are  to  be  in  the 
real  sense  National,  this  Bill  contains 
a  practical  solution  of  a  very  delicate 
problem.  He  would  conclude  with  Mr. 
Gladstone's  view  of  the  Cowper-Temple 
clause — 

"  We  think  it  is  the  beat  mode  in  which  we 
Mn  recognise  the  prevailing  and  very  general 
desiic  and  oonviotion  of  the  people  tor  in- 
eluding  religion  in  the  career  of  education, 
irithin  rate-founded  sohooU,  and  that  it.  i«  the 
miMt  equitable  manner  in  which,  while  im- 
posing a  certain  limitation  upon  the  discretion 
of  local  boards,  we  can  <)n  the  one  hand  bring 
together  the  oonflioting  opinions  of  various 
parties  and,  on  the  other,  if  not  wholly  get 
rid  of  what  may  be  called  denominational  con- 
troyeniea.  yet  in  a  very  f;reat  degree  abate 
their  acrimony  and  diminish  their  range, 
besides  in  a  large  nnmhvr  of  cases,  abrogating 
tliem  altogether." 

It  was  certainly  the  ardent  wish  of 
those  interested_in  educational  progress 

VOL.  CLXIl'[Foubth  Series.] 


that  there  should  be  less  denominational 
friction  and  acrimony  and  more  unity 
of  purpose. 

Further    debate    adjourned   till    to- 
morrow. 


CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 
The  Lord  Bibblesdale  appointed  to 
take   the  Chair  in  Committees   of  the 
Whole  House  this  day,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Chairman  of  Committees. 


FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  SUDDEN 
DEATHS  INQUIRY  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  : 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX 
having  been  suspended) :  Bill  read  3*, 
and  passed. 


MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL. 
House    in    Committee    according    to 
order. 

Lord  BiBBLESDALE  in  the  Chair. 


Eam,  BEAUCHAMP  said  he  was  very 
anxious  to  meet  the  convenience  of 
their  Lordships,  and,  if  it  was  in  accord- 
ance with  their  wishes,  he  might  move 
his  Amendments  together.  They  were 
drawn  up  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  certain  opponents  in  another  place. 
They  did  meet  their  wishes  entirely,  and 
the  Bill,  as  amended  by  their  Lordships, 
would  have  no  opposition  in  the  House 
of  Commons. 


Amendments  made :  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived :  Then  (Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX  having  been  suspended) : 
Amendments  reported :  Bill  read  3*, 
with  the  Amendments  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Commons    Amendments     to     Lords' 
Amendments,  and  Commons  reason  for 
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disagreeing  to  certain-  of  the  Lords' 
Amendments  considered  (according  to 
Order). 

The  Marqoess  ofLANSDOWNE  :  Per- 
haps it  may  be  convenient  that  I  should 
say  a  few  words  as  to  the  position  in 
which  we  find  ourselves  with  regard  to 
these  Amendments.  I  would,  in  the  first 
place,  remind  the  House  that  this  Bill 
passed  through  Committee  with  an 
amount  of  cordial  support  which 
Irish  measures  do  not  always  receive. 
There  was  a  general  desire,  not  only  that 
it  should  become  law,  but  that  it  should 
become  law  as  soon  as  possible  and  that 
the  undoubted  advantages  which  itconfers 
upon  the  labourers  of  Ireland  should  be 
placed  within  their  reach  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible.  Your  Lordships  inserted 
a  considerable  number  of  Amendments 
in  the  Bill,  some  of  them  Amendments 
of  a  very  material  importance,  which 
I  venture  to  think  greatly  improved 
the  measure.  There  now  remain  three 
Amendments,  with  r^ard  to  which  there 
is  a  difference  of  opinion.  Perhaps  I 
may  call  your  Lordships'  attention  to 
those  three  Amendments.  In  the  first 
place  your  Lordships  struck  out  Section 
4  of  the  Bill,  under  which  the  period  of 
one  month  was  substituted  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  days,  as  that  within  which 
answers  might  be  given  to  notices.  The 
House  of  Conunons  has  rejected  that 
Amendment,  has  re-inserted  Clause  4,  and 
has  substituted  twenty-one  days  for  the 
period  of  one  month  which  your  Lordships 
desire  to  have  in  the  BUI.  Then,  my 
Lords,  there  are  two  other  Amendments  on 
page  7  and  in  Clause  11  of  the  Bill.  Your 
Lordships  in  the  first  place  struck  out 
Sub-section  (9),  which  enacted  that  in 
determining  the  amount  of  compensation 
payable  to  any  person  the  arbitrator 
should  not  make  any  additional  allow- 
ance in  respect  of  the  purchase  being 
compulsory,  and  further  on,  in  the  same 
clause,  your  Lordships  added  to  Sub- 
section (11)  words  which  empowered  the 
Court  to  decide  whether  the  amount 
of  costs  which  are  limited  by  the  Sub- 
section to  £10,  should  not,  in  certain 
cases,  be  exceeded.  With  regard  to 
those  three  Amendments  I  would  ven- 
ture to  express  an  opinion.  The  first 
Amendment — ^that     which     substitutes 
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twenty-one  days  for  a  mouth — is  not 
really  a  very  material  matter,  and  your 
Lordships  need  not  think  it  necessary 
to  insist  upon  your  Amendment.  The 
other  two  Amendments  are,  to  my 
mind,  of  a  much  more  serious  nature, 
not  only  on  account  of  their  intrinsic 
importance,  but  because  the  objection 
of  the  House  of  Commons  raises  the  im- 
portant qi^estion  of  privilege,  a  question 
which  has  often  been  debated  in  this 
House.  As  to  the  value  of  those  two  Amend- 
ments I  would  only  say  that  I  am  advised 
on  very  high  authority  that  the  first— 
that  which  precludes  the  arbitrator  from 
making  any  additional  allowance  in  re- 
spect of  the  purchase  being  compulsory— 
really  has  very  little  effect  and  leaves 
the  law  very  much  where  it  is  at  present. 
The  other  Amendment — that  which  limits 
the  cost  in  every  case  to  £10 — seems  to 
me,  I  must  say,  to  involve  a  very  con- 
siderable hardship..  I  have  been  assnred 
by  many  noble  Lords  with  practical 
knowledge  of  the  subject  that  there 
would  be  frequent  cases  where  the  pay- 
ment of  £10  would  not  be  sufficient  U> 
cover  the  costs  and  where  very  great 
hardship  might  be  placed  upon  the 
person  who  thus  found  himself  com- 
peUed  to  accept  the  sum  of  £10  in  satisfac- 
tion of  a  demand  which  might  reason- 
ably be  fixed  at  a  much  higher  point. 
The  real  importance  of  this  Amendment 
lies  in  the  fact  that  it  raises  the  question 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  think  I  correctly  represent 
your  Lordships'  feeling  when  I  say  that 
this  House  has  always  wished  to  respect 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  regard  to  financial  legislation.  Bat 
the  precise  limits  within  which  we  might 
or  might  not  interfere  with  such  legi^- 
tion  have,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  never 
been  strictly  defined  and  this  House  has 
been  carefiil  on  more  than  one  occasion 
to  make  it  clear  that  we  do  not  accept 
what  I  may  call  the  extreme  interpreta* 
tion  of  the  House  of  Commons  claim. 
We  have  never  admitted  that  we  were 
precluded  from  legislating  upon  qnes- 
tions  of  principle  merely  because  of  tbe 
appUcation  of  those  principles  involved 
indirectly  or  remotely  a  charge  upon 
the  rates.  I  need  not  point  oat  to 
the  House  that  if  that  doctrine  were  to  be 
accepted  in  its  extreme  form,  your 
Lordships  would  be  absolutely  precluded. 
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from  dealing  with  a  great  part  of  the 
most  important  legislation  which  comes 
before  you.  It  would  have  been  really 
at  many  points  a  paralysis  of  the  powers 
of  this  House.  Each  House,  however, 
has  been  tenacious  of  its  own  view,and  the 
matter  is  one  about  which  no  doubt  a  very 
acute  controversy  might  conceivably  arise. 
I  should  greatly  regret  that  such  a  con- 
troversy should  arise  in  reference  to  this 
Bill,  which  hitherto  has  been  conducted 
in  the  most  amicable  and  considerate 
manner.  There  is  also  this  to  be  said, 
that  if  such  a  controversy  were  to  be 
initiated  it  would  involve  postponement 
of  the  further  consideration  of  the  measure 
until  much  later  in  the  year  and  thereby 
retard  the  moment  when  it  can  come  into 
operation.  In  these  circumstances  it 
seemed  to  us  that  the  case  was  one  where, 
if  possible,  a  reasonable  settlement  was 
desirable,  and  we  have  to  propose  to  your 
Lordships  what  we  believe  to  be  such  a 
settlement.  It  is  as  follows:  In  regard 
to  the  first  Amendment,  as  I  have 
already  said,  we  do  not  propose  to  raise 
any  objection.  We  do  not  insist  upon 
our  Amendment.  In  regard  to  the 
Amendment  dealing  with  the  question  of 
cost  we  propose  not  to  insist  upon  it,  but 
we  suggest  a  form  of  words  which  I  under- 
stand from  the  noble  Earl  opposite  will 
probably  be  acceptable.  The  words  runs 
thus — 

"Provided,  where  the  Conrt  is  satiafied 
in  any  particalor  eaae  that,  owing  to  the 
difficnlty  of  (bdwinK  title,  the  cost  properly  or 
necessarily  incurred  in  respect  to  inch  pay- 
ment amonnted  to  a  larger  sum,  the  limit  of 
£10  may  be  exceeded." 

Those  words  have  the  same  effect  as 
the  Amendment  of  Lord  Donoughmore 
which  your  Lordships  carried,  and  I 
suggest  if  those  words  are  agreed 
to  that  your  Lordships  may  accept 
them  in  lieu  of  the  Amendment  of 
Lord  Donoughmore.  I  suggest  that 
we  do  not  insist  on  our  other  Amend- 
ment relating  to  the  question  of  com- 
pensation in  cases  of  compulsorj'  pur- 
chase, but  I  am  extremely  anxious  that 
your  Lordships  should  not  be  held  to 
do  anytiiing  involving  a  surrender  of 
your  right  to  legislate  upon  such  ques- 
tions as  these  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  best  mode  of  guarding  this  House 
against  the  use  of  this  case  as  a  prece- 
dent which  might  after  be  cited  with 


the  object  of  restricting  the  powers  of 
your  Lordships'  House  would  be  that 
we  should  agree  to  place  upon  our 
journal  some  such  Resolution  as  that 
which  I  now  propose  to  read  to  your 
Lordships.    It   might   run   thus — 

"That  this  Honse,  althoqgh  not  insisting 
on  its  /Vmendments  in  page  7,  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed,  nudntains  its  right 
to  legislate  with  reoard  to  the  principles  of 
valuation  npon  wbicn  property  may  be  taken 
for  pablio  purposes. " 

I  tiiink  if  that  Resolution  is  agreed 
to  by  your  Lordships  and  remains  upon 
our  journal  it  will  render  it  impossible 
for  anyone  to  contend  that  in  regard  to 
this  particular  episode  we  have  accepted 
any  other  view  of  the  rights  of  this 
House  than  that  which  I  have  endea- 
voured to  express  to  your  Lordships. 


*LoRD  CLONBROCK  said  that  he 
wanted,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House  and  as  the  mover  of  the  Resolu- 
tion, to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 
When  he  moved  his  Resolution,  by 
which  Sub-section  (9)  was  thrown  out, 
which  sub- section  the  House  of  Commons 
now  proposed  to  re-insert,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  that  it  could  be  construed 
into  a  breach  of  privilege.  Nor,  he 
was  sure,  had  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment any  such  idea,  otherwise  the 
objection  would  have  been  raised  at  the 
time.  He  had  raised  the  question  on 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill,  but 
neither  he  nor  other  noble  Lords,  when 
they  took  exception  to  the  principle  of 
the  sub -section  —  that  the  arbitrator 
should  be  prohibited  from  taking  com- 
pulsion into  account — knew  that  there 
would  be  any  difficulty  in  the  sense 
of  a  question  of  privilege  being 
raised,  or  that  there  would  be  any  diflS- 
culty  in  moving  an  Amendment  on  the 
subject.  If  they  had  known  this  it 
was  most  probable  they  would|)have 
assumed  a  different  attitude  on  the 
Second  Reading.  He  spoke  with  the  ut- 
most diffidence  on  the  question  of  pri- 
vilege. An  objection  was  made  that 
the  Amendment  imposed  an  additional 
charge  on  the  ratepayer.  It  did  not 
necessarily  do  anything  of  the  kind ; 
aU  it  did  was  to  leave  the  arbitrator 
unfettered  as  to  whether  he  would  con- 
sider compensation  or  not.  It  might 
be  argued  that  any  Amendment  of  any 
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measure  dealing  with  the  public  service 
might    in    some    contingency   or    other 
impose  an  additional  charge  upon  the 
ratepayer  or  taxpayer,  and  if  that  prin- 
ciple were  accepted  the  legislative  power 
of    their    Lordships'    House    would    be 
narrowed  in  a  most  dangerous  manner. 
He  was  glad,  therefore,  that  the  noble 
Marquess  did  not  accept  the  principle 
that    privilege    was    involved    in    tiiis 
matter.    The  question,  however,  would 
naturally  arise  in  the  mind  of  anyone 
who  had   followed   what   had  occurred 
in    their    Lordships'    House,    that    the 
decision  in  the  matter  either  turned  on 
the  question  of  privilege  or  did  not.  They 
were  assured  that  it  did  not  turn  on  a 
matter  of  privilege.     It  was  therefore  a 
very  remarkable  thing  and  they  in  Ireland 
had  the  right  to  complain  that  the  House, 
having  expressed  its  sense  of  the  injustice 
of  the  provision  by  throwing  it  out  on 
Monday   by   a    large   majority,    should 
consent  to  its  re-instatement  on  Thursday. 
The  matter  was  not  in  itself  a  large  one. 
They  objected  to  the  provision,  not  so 
much  on  account  of  the  sum  involved  as  to 
it  being  in  their  minds  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent.   They    still    adhered    to    their 
objection,  but  after  the  decision  of  the 
noble    Marquess    they    were    naturally 
powerless    to   take    any   further    action 
in  the  matter.    They  could  only  hope 
hat     in     any    future     measure     this 
would    not     be    accepted     as    a    pre 
cedent    and     that     any     claim     they 
made  for  fair  treatment  would  receive 
more  consideration  than  on  this  occasion. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  said  the  House 
had  determined  to  reject  Sub-clause  (9) 
and  they  objected  most  strongly  to 
putting  in  words  that  were  a  restriction 
on  the  arbitrator.  It  was  a  question 
for  their  Lordships  to  decide  whether 
the  Besolution  the  noble  Marquess  had 
suggested  really  kept  the  privileges  of 
this  House  as  they  were.  They  felt 
in  Ireland  that  their  privileges  had 
been  encroached  upon,  because  if  the 
clause  were  put  back  into  the  Bill  the 
arbitrator  was  restricted.  Their  Lord- 
ships' decision  the  other  night  was 
given  by  a  majority  of  fifty-four,  and 
if  they  were  content  to  reverse  it  they, 
the  noble  Lords  from  Ireland,  would 
have  to  bow  to  that  decision.  They 
must,    however,    rememb^    that    the 

Lord  ClonbrocL 


question  of  compulsion  was  much  more 
serious  to  them  in  Ireland  than  it  was 
in  England.  Compulsion  was  a  principle 
which  might  be  appUed  to  very  large 
measures,  but  they  must  bow  to  the 
decision  of  their  Lordships'  House,  and 
if  their  Lordships  were  of  opinion  that 
such  a  protest  put  on  the  joumak  of 
the  House  covered  the  privil^esof  the 
House,  all  he  had  to  say  was  that  he 
bowed  to  that  decision.  He  could  not 
utter  another  word  on  the  subject. 
They  had  entered  their  protest. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE:  I  am 
exceedingly  sorry  the  noble  Marquess 
(Lord  Ripon)  is  not  able  to  be  in  his 
place.  He  would  have  spoken  with 
an  authority  derived  from  his  unique 
experience  of  this  House  which  is  in- 
finitely greater  than  I  can  lay  claim  to. 
I  fully  endorse  what  was  said  by  Lord 
Lansdowne  as  to  the  general  considera- 
tion shown  by  noble  Lords  opposite  in 
dealing  with  the  different  clauses,  and 
I  think  they  will  adinit  we  did  not  show 
an  unconciUatory  spirit.  We  were  able  to 
meet  Lord  Ashbourne  and  also  the  noble 
Earl  who  spoke  last,  on  an  Amendment  of 
some  substance,  and  I  think  therefore  we 
showed  that  we  were  desirous  as  &ir  as 
possible  to  meet  noble  Lords  in  this 
matter.  As  regards  the  difEerent  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  Commons,  I  under- 
stand, so  lax  as  Clause  4  is  concerned, 
that  noble  Lords  opposite  agree  to  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons which  was  the  same  as  that  made 
by  my  noble  friend  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  in  Committee  here.  I  understand 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  proposes 
that  the  Amendment  to  leave  out  sub- 
section 9  of  Clause  11  should  not  be  in- 
sisted upon.  I  think  it  right  to  remind 
your  Lordships  that  the  question  of 
privilege  was  not  raised  in  another  place 
by  the  Government  but  by  the  Speaker, 
and  that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
when  moving,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  move, 
that  that  House  should  disagree  with  your 
Lordships'  Amendment,  explicitly  stated 
that  he  did  so  in  obedience  to  the  ruling 
of  the  Speaker.  I  think  I  may  be  able  in 
some  degree  to  reassure  the  two  noble 
Lords  from  Ireland  with  regard  to  the 
Amendment  of  Clause  4.  They  have  in 
mind  not  so  much  what  may  happen 
under   the  operation  of  this  particular 
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ckose  as  what  mij^t  happen  onder  some 
fatuie  ciicumstances  in  Ireland.    They 
fix  their  mind,  I  think,  upon  the  possi- 
bility of  some  general  scheme  of  land 
poichsse   to  which   a   similar   principle 
might  be  applied.    I  express  no  opinion 
whatever  as  to  the  probability  or  possi- 
bility of  such  a  scheme,  but  I  do  point 
ont  explicitly  that  I  do  not  think  that 
their  alarm  in  this  matter  is  well  founded, 
because  the  case  which  has  to  be  provided 
for  here,  namely  the  purchase  of  small 
plots  of  ground  by  local  authorities,   is 
completely   different   from   cases   which 
might  arise  if  there  were  a  general  scheme 
for  the  purchase  of  land  from  landlords  by 
the  tenants  or  by  any  body  existing,  or 
not  existing,  similar  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission.   If — and   I   again  speak  quite 
hypothetically — any  such   scheme  were 
to  be  formed  the  whole  subject  of  the 
conditions    of   purchase   would,    in   my 
opinion,  have  to  be  considered  on  the 
then  merits  of  the  case.    I  now  pass  to 
the  second  Amendment  in  Clause  11,  the 
words  of  which  were  read  out  by  the 
noble  Marquess.  I  merely  have  to  say  that 
those  words  meet  with  our  entire  ap- 
proval, and  we  are  very  glad  that  the 
danse  should  go  back  to  ^the  other  House 
in  that  shape.    I  think,  however,  I  ought 
to  point  out  that  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  on  its  arrival  there  the  clause,  in  its 
new  form,  will  be  declared  by  the  officers 
of  the  House  to  constitute  a  breach  of 
privilege.    It  is  always  open,  however, 
to  the  other  House  to  waive  what  it 
considers  to  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  and, 
I  should  hope,  there  is  a  very  strcng 
probability  indeed  that  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  clause  is  sent  down  in  a 
different  form,  the  House  of  Commons 
will  agree  to  waive  its  privilege  and  that 
the  clause  in  that  form  will  form  part  of 
the  Bill.    As  regards  the  general  effect  of 
what  has  occurred,  I  take  it  that  the 
House   of    Commons    will   retain    their 
opinion  that  both  these    clauses    con- 
stitute a  breach  of  their  privileges,  and  I 
think  it  is  evident  from  what  fell  from  the 
noble  Marquess  that  the  majority  of  your 
Lordships   are   of   a    different   opinion. 
And  it  is  with  that  view  that  the  words 
read  out  by  the  noble  Marquess  are  in- 
tended to  be  placed  on  the  Journals  of 
the  House.    We  on  this  side  offer  no 
objection  to  their  being  so  placed,  and  the 
matter    therefore    stands     thus.     The 


questirak  between  the  two  Houses  will  not 
in  any  sense  have  been  decided,  but  each 
will  retain  its  own  opinion  as  to  the 
existence  or  non-existence  of  a  breach  of 
privilege  in  these  particular  cases,  and  any 
discussion  on  the  general  question  of 
privilege  will  by  these  means  be  avoided 
on  this  occasion.  Perhaps  I  may,  in  con- 
clusion, be  allowed  to  say  that  if  this 
happy  result  is  achieved  I  shall  be 
exceedingly  glad  both  because  it  would 
be  a  great  regret  if  the  two  Houses  were  to 
come  into  collision  on  thismatter,  and  also 
on  the  ground  if  this  particular  measure 
were  to  be  sacrificed  to  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses  there 
would  be  acute  disappointment  in  Ireland, 
where  it  has  been  looked  forward  to  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction  during  the  last 
few  months. 

The  Eabl  of  DUNRATEN  hoped  the 
solution  would   be  considered  a  satis- 
factory   one.    After    all,    they   had   to 
remember  that  the  Bill  had  been  amended 
in  the  most  important  of  all  matters, 
that  of  securing  judicial  appeal,  and  that 
that  Amendment  had  not  been  objected 
to.    The  other  Amendments  as  regarded 
the  option  of  an  arbitrator  to  add  some> 
thing  to  his  award  in  the  case  of  land 
being    taken  compulsorily,    so    far    as 
it  affected  this  particular  Bill,  was  not 
really  of  very  great  importance.    He 
thought  they  might  feel  satisfied  that  in 
not  insisting  upon  their  Amendment  they 
were  not  in  any  way  raising  a  precedent 
which  might  be  applied  to  legislation  of  a 
different  character.      It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  words  which  the  noble  Marquess 
suggested    were,    practically    speaking, 
with   a  very  Uttle   alteration,  carrying 
out  the   third  Amendment  which  the 
House    of   Commons   had    objected  to, 
and  he  thought  their  Lordships  would 
be  well  advised  to  be  perfectly  satisfied. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  at  all  necessary 
for  him  or  for  anyone  else  on  the  present 
occasion  to  go  into  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  Amendments  involved  any 
possible  abuse  of  privilege.    It  passed 
his  wit  as  an  ordinary  laytnan  how  the 
Amendments  of  their  Lordships  could 
by  any  possibility  necessarily  add  one 
farthing  to  the  rates,  seeing  they  were 
merely  giving  an  option  to  an  arbitrator 
to  add  something  for  compulsion  which 
he  was  not  obliged  to  exercise,  and  which 
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even  if  he  did  exercise  need  not  of  necessity 
add  in  any  way  to  the  rates.  For, 
although  the  money  was  allocated  under 
the  Bill  to  acquire  land  and  build  cot- 
tages, there  was  nothing  in  the  measure 
to  say  what  land  should  be  acquired. 
The  arbitrator  might  limit  the  land  to  be 
acquired,  and  in  that  way  his  award 
need  not  add  to  the  rates. 


Lord  BALBOUB  op  BURLEIGH 
said  he  hoped  nothing  he  said  would 
renew  any  possible  controversy.  The 
Motion  of  the  noble  Marquess,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  be  passed  unanimously. 
The  House  was  face  to  face  with  a  much 
larger  extension  of  the  claim  of  privilege 
than  he  had  ever  seen  in  his  experience.  He 
could,  however,  comfort  his  friends  from 
Ireland  by  saying  that  he  did  not  think 
the  Amendments  were  of  much  import- 
ance one  way  or  the  other.  He  had  been 
an  arbitrator  and  no  arbitrator  need 
disclose  whether  he  had  added  lO  per 
cent,  for  compulsion  to  his  calculations. 
All  that  he  had  to  do  was  simply  to 
pitch  his  calculations  a  little  bit  higher. 
Providing  they  had  a  competent  and 
honest  arbitrator  he  did  not  think 
it  mattered  whether  the  words  were 
in  the  section  or  not.  He  should 
not  have  risen  at  all  if  it  had  not 
been  for  one  remark  which  fell  from  the 
President  of  the  Council  in  his  concilia- 
tory speech.  He  said  it  was  not  the 
Government  which  raised  the  question  of 
privilege.  Of  course  it  was  not ;  that 
was  not  the  way  these  things  were  done. 
The  question  of  privilege  was  always  raised 
in  one  particular  way  by  the  officers,  who 
very  properly  took  the  opinion  of  the 
supreme  authority  in  the  other  House.  The  ' 
point  for  them  was  not  the  source  from 
which  the  question  arose,  but  the  fact ' 
that  it  had  been  raised  and  decided  in  this  ' 
particular  way.  He  would  give  them  an  I 
illustration  of  what  this  might  cover.  If  ' 
the  other  House  were  to  pass  a  Bill  saying  ' 
that  part  of  a  house  or  property  should 
be  taken  for  public  health  purposes  and 
their  Lordships  were  to  put  in 
the  clause  an  Amendment  that  they  | 
were  not  to  take  the  half  but  the 
whole,  then  that  would  in  just  the 
same  sense  as  the  words  of  the  Amend- 
ments|to  the  present  Bill  be  an  addition 
*o  the  responsibilities  and  rating  of  the  { 

1u  Earl  of  Dunraveti 


local  authority.    A-d  that  was  a  diing 
that  had  been  done  scores  of  times. 

It  was  absolutely  impossible  to  over- 
rate   the    importance    of    the    principle 
which   was   now    being   raised    for  the 
first  time,   and  he   was  sincerely  glad 
that  the  noble  Marquess  proposed  to  pnt 
on  the  Journal  of  the  House  words  with 
the  avowed  puipoae  of  declaring  that  they 
at  any  rate  did  not  admit  that  wide  inta-       • 
pretation  of  the  question  of  privilege.       1 
He  had,  in  saying  that,  carefully  avoided      I 
one  single  word  of  censUre  or  reproach       1 
upon  anyone  who  was  not  amenable  to       | 
this  House.     The    noble  Marquess,  the 
late  Lord   Salisbury,  on  these   matters 
always   used   to  say  that  each   House 
was  the  guardian  and  judge  of  its  own 
privileges.    They  had  been  enabled  by 
the  promptitude  of  the  noble  Marques? 
and  by  the  conciliatory  spirit  in  which 
he  had  been  met  by  the  President  of  the 
Council  to  avoid  any  discussion  on  the 
merits  of  the  question  on  this  occasion. 
He  was  very  glad  it  had  been  settled  in 
that  way,  and  he  cordially  agreed  that 
if  this  were  allowed  and  admitted  by 
their   Lordships   it   would   be   a   most 
dangerous    admission    so    far    as    theb 
privileges  were  concerned. 

Moved,  That  the  omission  of  Clause  4 
with  which  the  Commons  have  dis- 
agreed be  not  insisted  on  and  that 
Amendments  made  by  the  Commons 
to  the  said  Clause  be  agreed  to. — {Tie 
Marquest  of  Lansdmone.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  That  Amendment  on  page  7 
to  Clause  11,  in  line  30,  to  which  Com- 
mons have  disagreed  be  not  insistKi  on. 
— (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  That  Amendment  to  Clause 
11  page  7,  in  Une  41,  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed,  be  not  in- 
sisted on,  but  that  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following  Amendment  be  agreed  to : 
"  Provided  where  the  Court  is  satisfied 
in  any  particular  case,  that  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  showing  title,  the  cost 
properly  and  necessarily  incurred  in 
respect    of    such    payment    amounted 
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to  larger  sum,  the  limit  of  £10  may  be 
exceeded." — {The  Marquett  of  Lant- 
dotme.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  That  the  following  Resolution 
he  placed  upon  the  Journals  of  this 
House  : — "  That  this  House,  although 
not  insisting  in  its  Amendments  in 
page  7,  to  which  the  Commons  have 
diwgreed,  maintains  its  right  to  legislate 
with  regard  to  the  principles  of  valuation 
upon  which  property  may  be  taken 
for  public  purposes."— (TA«  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  Journals. 


Bill  returned  to  the  Commons, 
the  Amendment. 


with 


BRISTOL  CORPOKATION  BILL. 
Returned    from   the    Commons    with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
Third  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee made,  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
considered  to-morrow.     (No.     204.) 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minntes 
before  One  o'clock  a.m.,  till 
Twelve  o'clock  noon. 


HOUSE    OF     COMMONS. 
Thursday,  2nd  August,  1906. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to. 

Crown  Lands  Bill,  Newburgh  and 
North  Fife  Railway  (Extension  of  Time) 
Order  Confirmation  Bill,  Paisley  Roads 
Order  Confirmation  Bill,  Invercfyde  Be- 
quest Order  Confirmation  Bill,  Perth 
Corporation  Gas  Order  Confirmation  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to— Water  Orders  Con- 
firmation Bill  [Ijords],  Wallasey  Tram- 
ways and  Improvements  Bill  [Lords], 
wiUiout  Amendment. 


Jieports,  Ae. 
PETITIONS. 
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EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL  (RELIGIOUS  TEACHING.) 

Petition  from  Halifax,  against  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
BILL. 


AND  WALES) 


Petitions  from    Higham   Ferrers,   for 
alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  BILL  [Lords.] 
Petitions  from  Rotherhithe,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
StNDAV  BILL. 

Petitions  from  Derby,  in  favour  :  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

.    RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


MARRIAGES,    BIRTHS,    AND    DEATHS 
(IRELAND.) 

Copy  presented,  of  Forty-second  de- 
tailed Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar- 
General  of  Marriages,  Births,  and  Deaths 
in  Ireland,  1905  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE  (BELFAST.) 
Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  of 
the  President  for  1905-6  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EVKn'lONS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Evictions 
in   Ireland  for  the  quarte"  ended  .30th 
June,  1906  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LUNACY  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Supplement  to  the 
Fifty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspec- 
tors of  Lunatics  in  Ireland,  being  a 
Special  Report  on  the  alleged  increase  of 
Lunacy  in  Ireland  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

WAR     STORES     IN     SOUTH    AFRICA 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  War  Stores  in  South 
Africa,  together  with  Appendices  and 
Minutes  of  Evidence  (four  volumes)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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PARLIAMENTARY   ELECTIONS 

(EXPENSES). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
Address  March  13th;  Mr.  Lamont];  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
No.  302.] 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (LIGHTS   UPON 
VEHICLES). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
[Address  March  21st;  Mr.  Mamkam]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  303.] 

DEATHS  FROM  STARVATION  OR 
ACCELERATED  BY  PRIVATION 
(LONDON). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
[Address  March  27th  ;  Mr.  Taa)ot] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed!  [No. 
304.] 


EDUCATION  (UNITED  KINGDOM). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
[Address  April  ith  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
O'Bonnein  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  305.] 

ILLITERATE  VOTERS  (GENERAL 
ELECrriON,  1906). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
[Address  May  9th ;  Mr.  Crooks] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
306.] 

PROBATION  OF  FIRST  OFFENDERS. 
Return     presented     relative     thereto 
[Address  May  14th ;  Sir  Hoimrd  Vincent] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  307.] 

MAGISTRATES    (ENGLAND    AND 
WALES). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
(Address  May  14th ;  Mr.  Benneit ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  308.] 

MIDWIVE8. 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
[Address  July  25th  ;  Mr.  Helme] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  309.] 

NAVAL  EXPENDITURE   (PRINCIPAL 
NAVAL  POWERS). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
'ordered  July  18th;  Mr.  Thomasson;  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
No.  310.] 


Reports,  &c. 
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LOCAL  TAXATION  RETURNS 
(ENGLAND). 

Copy  presented  of  the  Annual  LoctI 
Taxation  Returns  for  1904-5  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[No.  31 1.] 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS  (HOURS  OF 
LABOUR). 

Copy  presented  of  Report  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  their  Proceedings  under  The 
Railway  Regulation  Act,  1893,  during  the 
year  ended  July  27th,  1906  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  312.] 

WALNEY  LIGHT  DUTIES. 
Return    presented    relative     thereto 
[ordered  May  9th ;  Ma^or  Seely] ;  to  lie 
upon    the    Table,  and    to    be    printed. 
[No.  313.] 

ARMY  (SPECIAL  PENSIONS). 
Return  presented  for  the  year  ended 
March  Slst,  1906,  of  Pensions  specially 
granted  under  Articles  730,  1173a,  and 
1 207  of  the  Pay  Warrant  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (REGIMENTAL  DEBTS) 
Copy  presented  of  Further  Regulations 
under  The  Regimental  Debts  Act,  1893 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOLUNTEER  BRIGADES. 
Return     presented     relative     thereto 
[Address  July  2nd ;  Sir  Hovmrd  VineetU]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  314.]  *^ 

LAND  REGISTRY. 
Ck)py  presented,  of  Report-  of  the 
Registrar  of  the  Land  Registry  for  thfr 
years  1902,  1903,  1904,  and  1905,  as  to 
the  work  of  constructing  a  General 
Register  of  Title  for  the  County  of 
London  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  npon  the 
Table. 

HIGHER  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)  (APPLICATION  OF  FUNDS 
BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  extent 
to  which  and  the  manner  in  which  Local 
Authorities  in  England  and  Wales  have 
applied  funds  to  the  purposes  of  Educa- 
tion other  than  Elementary  during  the 
year  1905-6  under  any  of  the  following 
Acts;     Education    Act,    1902;    Wdu 
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Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889 ;  Public 
Libraries  and  Museum  Acts ;  Local  or 
Private  Acta."— (Mr.  Birrell.) 

POOR-BBLIEF  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES.) 

Return  ordered,  "of  Statement  of  the 
amount  expended  by  boards  of  guardians 
for  Poor  Belief  during  the  half  year 
ended  Lady-day,  1906;  and  similar 
Statement  for  the  half  year  ended 
Michaelmas,  1906  (in  continuaticm  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  325,  of  Session 
1908)."— (Jfr.  Runciman.^ 

LOCAL  TAXATION  LICENCES,  4o., 

ieo5-e. 
Return  ordered,  "  of  the  amount  re- 
ceired  during  the  year  ended  Slst  day  of 
March,  1906,  in  respect  of  each  adminis- 
trative county  and  county  borough  in 
England  and  Wales  for  Local  Taxation 
Licence  Duties,  and  penalties  and  for- 
feitures recovered  in  respect  of  such 
daties,  and  for  other  duties  and  payments 
which  are  directed  to  be  dealt  with  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  Local  Taxation 
licence  Duties  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  280,  of  Session 
1905)."— (J/r.  Hunciman.) 

PUBUC  REVENUE  (INTERCEPTION). 
Return  ordered,  "of  the  amounts  of 
all  Pubhc  Revenue  derived  from  taxes 
levied  by  Parliament,  and  from  any 
other  sources,  which  are  not  paid  into 
His  Majesty's  Exchequer,  for  tne  years 
1904-5,  1905-6,  and  1906-7  (estimated), 
with  the  totals  in  each  case  (in  continua- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  223, 
of  Session  1905)."— {Mr.  Bowles.) 


QUESTIONS  ANb  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE    VOTES. 

Post  Oi&ce  Savings  Bunk- 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-Gteneral  whether  there 
are  dormant  ledgers  kept  at  the  Savings 
Bank  Department :  if  so  whether  non- 
interest-bearing  accounts,  on  which  no 
actual  transactions  have  taken  place  for  a 
number  of  years,  are  transferred  to  these 
ledgers  either  regularly  or  from  time  to 
time;  and  whether  interest-bearing 
accounts,  on  which  no  actual  transactions 
have  taken  place  for  a  number  of  years, 
are  transferred  to  these  ledgers  either 
regularly  or  from  time  to  time. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
There  are  ledgers  kept  at  the  Savings 
Bank  Department  to  which  non-interest 
bearing  accounts  which  have  not  been 
operated  on  for  a  considerable  period  are 
transferred  as  opportunity  arises.  No 
such  transfer  takes  place  in  the  case  of 
interest  bearing  accounts. 

DnUin  City  UaU  Oars. 

Mb.  field  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  when  will  the  present  contract 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  by  oar  in 
Dublin  City  expire ;  or  have  the  present 
contractors  a  lease  of  the  undertaking. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxtva.) 
The  contract  for  the  mail  cart  services 
in  Dublin  will  continue  in  force  until  one 
of  the  parties  gives  twelve  months'  notice 
to  determine  it. 

Dublin  Mail  Oontntetor. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
Qeneral  whether  he  can  state  under  what 
circumstances  are  officials  of  the  General 
Post  Office,  Dublin,  allowed  to  visit  the 
mail  contractors'  premises ;  and  if  it  is 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  that  an  officer  of  the  General 
Post  Office  is  in  attendance  at  the 
contractors'  office  several  evenings  each 
week. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  My 
officers  visit  the  contractors'  premises 
whenever  necessary;  but  it  is  not  the 
practice  for  an  officer  to  attend  at  the 
contractors'  offices  several  evenings  each 
week. 

Overtime  In  the  Dnblin  Post  Office. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Oeneral 
if  he  will  say  the  amount  of  overtime  at 
present  being  periormed  in  the  Dublin 
General  Post  Office  (postal  and  telegraph 
branches)  from  the  1st  to  the  20th  of 
July ;  and  if  he  can  state  the  cause  thereof. 

Mr.  DELANY :  To  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  if,  in  view  of  the  amount  of 
overtime  worked  in  the  Dublin  General 
Post  Office,  he  will  make  arrangements  to 
have  the  staff  increased  by  placing  on  the 
establishment  some,  at  least,  of  the 
learners  at  that  office  who  are  at  present 
waiting  over  two  years  for  appointments. 
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Mr.  DELANY  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  will  he  say  why  the  vacancies  that 
exist  on  the  sorting  and  telegraph  branches 
in  the  Dublin  General  Post  Office  are  not 
filled  up;  and,  considering  that  these 
vacancies  have  now  existed  for  some  time, 
that  there  are  large  numbers  of  learners 
still  unappointed,  and  in  view  of  the 
amount  of  overtime  which  is  being 
worked,  will  he  see  the  appointments  are 
filled  up  forthwith. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  answer  the 
hon.  Member's  three  Questions  on  this 
subject  together.  The  number  of  hours 
of  overtime  performed  on  week-days  by 
the  indoor  force  in  the  sorting  and 
telegraph  offices  in  Dublin  from  the  1st 
to  the  20th  July  inclusive  were  2,577  and 
1,591  respectively.  I  regret  the  amount 
of  overtime  which  has  been  necessary,  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  due  to  the 
withdrawal  of  officers  for  season  pressure, 
for  substituting  officers  on  leave,  and  for 
loan  to  provincial  offices,  that  is  to  say,  to 
causes  incidental  to  the  summer  season. 
The  stafif  of  the  Dublin  office  is  at  present 
under  revision,  and  I  am  not  able  to 
appoint  the  learners  to  established  posts 
until  the  revision  is  completed. 

PuTohaseB   of  the    Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  will 
state  the  number  of  years'  purchase  paid 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for  the 
various  estates  which  they  have  acquired, 
and  the  date  of  each  such  purchase, 
indicating  the  area  of  each  estate  and  the 
entire  amount  paid  for  it. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  Except  in 
the  case  of  Glendale,  the  estates  were 
bought  after  negotiation  and  the  lowest 
possible  price  was  paid.  The  figure  given 
was  not,  therefore,  a  precise  calculation 
of  so  many  years  purchase.  For  infor- 
mation on  the  other  points  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  Member,  I  must  refer  him  to 
page  9  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
Report  for  1905-6. 

Scottish  Local  Ctovenunent  Board- 
Ma.  WATT  (Glasgow  College):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  will 
state  the  names  of  the  Members  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  of  Scotland; 
who    appoints    them;   and  under  what 


authority  and  under  what  conditions  they 
hold  office  as  to  emoluments,  meeting?, 
expenses,  and  termination  of  office. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  SincUUr.)  The  names 
of  the  appointed  members  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  are — Mr.  J.  Patten 
MacDougall,  Vice-President;  Mr.  Ewan 
MacPherson  ;  and  Dr.  Leslie  MacKenzie. 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  refer  to  Sections 
3  and  4  of  The  Local  Government 
(Scotland)  Act,  1894,  he  will  find  the 
rest  of  the  information  desired. 

Eonia  Bagdad  Bailway- 
Captain  FABER  (Hampshire, 
Andover) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affisiirs  whether  he  has  any 
information  regarding  the  extension  of 
the  Konia  Bagdad  Railway  to  Khor 
Abdullah  which  lies  on  the  sea  to  the 
north-east  of  Koweit  in  the  Persian  Gulf ; 
whether  there  is  good  anchorage  at  Khor 
Abdullah  8  to  10  fathoms  deep  within 
300  yards  of  a  bluff  solid  enough  to  bear 
the  terminus  of  a  great  railway ;  and 
whether  the  British  Fleet  has  surveyed 
Khor  Abdullah,  which  belongs  to  the 
Sheik  of  Koweit. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edwanl 
Grey.)  I  have  no  information  as  to 
whether  any  decision  has  been  taken  in 
regard  to  the  extension  of  the  Konia 
B^dad  Railway  to  Khor  Abdullah.  So 
proper  survey  of  Khor  Abdullah  has 
ever  been  made  by  the  British  Fleet,  and 
I  have  no  information  which  would 
enable  me  to  make  a  statement  as  to  the 
depth  of  water  or  the  configuration  of 
the  land  in  that  locality. 

BiitiBh  Concession  at  Diu-ehwang. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  British  Concession 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  at 
Niu-chwang,  granted  in  the  spring  of 
1899,  has  ever  been  taken  over;  and 
whether  it  is  now  intended  to  take  steps 
to  complete  the  acquisition  of  the  same. 

{Anttoered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  No  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
Concession  has  been  received  since  April, 
1899.  The  limits  of  the  Concession  were 
then  still  under  discussion  with  the 
Chinese  authorities.  Inquirj'  is  being 
made. 
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Leigh  Cockles. 
Mr.  whitehead  (Essex,  S.K) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
GoTemment  Board  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  recent  action  of 
the  Fishmongers  Company  in  stopping 
the  sale  at  Billingsgate  of  all  cockles 
from  Leigh ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
this  was  done  in  consequence  of  an 
allegation  that  a  basket  of  bad  cockles 
had  originated  from  Leigh  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  basket  from  which  the 
cockles  alleged  to  have  caused  typhoid 
were  supplied  was  not  owned  by  any 
cockier  at  Leigh,  and  that  the  cocklers  at 
Leigh  observe  the  regulations  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  as  laid 
down  by  Dr.  Klein ;  ana  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  action  in  regard  to 
this  exercise  of  authority  by  the  Fish- 
mongers Company,  in  view  of  the  loss 
inflicted  on  the  cockle  fishermen  at 
Leigh. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  1  have 
communicated  with  the  Fishmongers 
Company  on  this  subject,  and  find  that 
they  have  taken  the  action  referred  to  in 
consequence  of  their  being  satisfied  that 
the  cocklers  at  Leigh  had  not  observed 
the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  com- 
giny  for  the  protection  of  the  public. 
The  company  state  that  they  have  no 
information  with  reference  to  the  basket 
of  bad  cockles  referred  to  in  the  Question. 
I  have  no  control  over  the  company  in 
the  matter. 

Stobs  Camp. 
Sir  J.  JARDINE  (Roxburghshire): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  arrangements  were  made  by  his 
predecessor  in  office  at  the  time  of 
creating  rifle  ranges  at  Stobs  Camp  for 
the  safety  of  shepherds,  farm  servants, 
and  other  pedestrians  using  the  public 
right  of  way  and  drove  road  crossing  the 
slopes  of  Penchrise  Pen  from  the  River 
Slitrig  to  the  Allan  Water  and  Teviot 
Valleys ;  and  whether  the  precautions 
provided  by  law  in  cases  of  dangerous 
proximity  are  applied  at  these  ranges 
for  the  safety  of  persons  using  these 
ways. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
When  firing  is  being  carried  out  on  the 
ranges  danger  flags  and  two  look-out 
men  are  posted ;  the  latter  are  in  signal 
and  telephonic  communication  with  the 


firing 


points ;  and  when  persons  wish  to 
cross  the  range  firing  is  stopped.  No 
complaint  has  been  received  since  the 
ranges  were  taken  into  use. 

Empire  Pay  at  Malta. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
is  aware  that  on  Empire  Day,  Coloriel 
Fortescue,  of  Pembroke  Camp,  Malta,  had 
his  full  bapd,  who  are  almost  entirely 
Protestants,  pla;ping  at  a  Roman  Catholic 
f^te  at  the  Jesuit  College  in  Malta ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  bandsmen  them* 
selves  were  unwilling  to  attend  these 
proceedings,  he  can  say  by  whose 
authority  and  for  what  reason  they  were 
compelled  to  do  so. 

{Ansvxred  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldtctu.) 
No  information  has  been  received  at  the 
War  Office  as  to  the  matters  alleged  in 
the  Question. 

Artillery  Experts'  Beports- 
Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Croydon)  = 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  the 
Reports  of  Sir  Frederick  Stopford  and 
other  Artillery  experts  referred  to  by  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  ;  and  whether 
the  entire  approval  of  the  Government's 
proposals  with  regard  to  the  reduction  of 
the  Artillery  expressed  by  these  officers, 
extended  only  to  the  figures  or  to  the 
principle  of  the  changes. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The    answer  to  the    first  part  of  this' 
Question  is  in  the  negative.     The  answer 
to  the  second  part  is  in  the  affirmative  on 
both  points. 

Militia  Uniform  Contracts. 
Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  (Inverness 
Burghs) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  with  the  view  of  encourag- 
ing local  industries,  he  will  consider  the 
question  of  placing  at  Inverness  contracts 
for  the  furnishing  of  the  Militia  uniforms 
required  in  the  Highlands,  as  has  for 
many  years  been  done  by  the  Admiralty 
in  the  case  of  uniforms  required  by  it  for 
local  use. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Uniforms  are  not  provided  specially  for 
the  Militia  but  for  the  Army  generally. 
Tenders  for  the  supply  of  material  and 
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the  making  up  of  uniforms  are  open  to 
the  whole  country.  At  the  present  time 
upwards  of  thirty  contracts  for  clothing 
and  clothing  material  are  running  in  Scot- 
land. It  would  not  be  practicable  to 
arrange  for  independent  local  provision 
of  uniforms  for  Militia  battalions. 

New  Oonstitntioii  for  the  Transraal. 

Sir  henry  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  in  the  Letters 
Patent  intended  to  be  granted  by  the 
Government  to  the  Transvaal  giving  it 
self-governing  powers,  there  will  be 
contained  any  power  to  His  Majesty  to 
revoke  or  alter  its  terms  afterwards  ;  and, 
if  there  be  no  such  express  power  in  the 
grant,  is  there  any  constitutional  law  by 
which  such  a  grant  once  made  can  be 
derogated  from. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The 
Answer  to  both  Questions  is  in  the 
negative. 

Native  Prisoners  in  South  AMeaii  Mines- 
SiK  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Government  of  Natal  have 
proposed  to  let  native  political  prisoners 
to  mine-owners  and  other  employers ; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  declarations  on  the  subject  made  by 
Lord  Carnarvon  when  Secretary  of  State ; 
and  if  further  communications  on  the 
matter  have  passed  between  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  Natal  since  the  assurances  given 
by  him  to  the  House. 

{Answered  ly  Mr.  Churdiill.)  The 
Natal  Government  have  introduced  a 
Bill  permitting  the  employment  of 
prisoners  sentenced  to  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour  for  any  period  exceeding  three 
months  by  contract  between  the  Govern- 
ment authority  and  any  municipality,  or 
fublic  body,  or  company,  or  individual. 
t  does  not  therefore  apply  specifically  to 
political  prisoners.  I  have  seen  the 
statement  of  Ix)rd  Carnarvon.  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  not  aware  that  any 
assurances  have  been  given  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  would  interfere 
in  a  matter  properly  within  the  control  of 
the  Parliament  of  Natal  and  of  the 
Ministers  responsible  thereto. 


Cork  B«giiitrar  of  Title. 
Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fe^ 
managh,  N.) :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  who  is  at  present 
discharging  the  duties  of  registrar  of  tide 
for  the  county  of  Cork,  and  at  what,  if 
any,  rate  of  pay ;  who  appointed  such 
person;  will  he  lay  upon  the  Table  a 
copy  of  the  document  imder  which  sack 
person  was  appointed ;  are  fees  charged 
to  applicants  for  registration  ;  and,  if  so, 
under  what  authority  and  to  whom  ai» 
same  paid. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  Mr.  Henry 
Wright  is  at  present  discharging  the 
duties  of  registrar  of  title  for  the  county 
of  Cork  pending  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
now  before  Parliament.  He  is  not 
receiving  any  special  salary  in  respect  of 
those  duties,  but  is  in  receipt  of  the  aalaiy 
appointed  for  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  and  Peace  for  the  East  Riding  of 
the  County  Cork  and  City  of  Cork  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  those 
offices,  including  local  bankruptcy.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  is  unable  to  recommend 
the  payment  of  any  salary  to  Mr.  Wright 
as  local  registrar  of  title,  nor  would  the 
Treasury  assent  to  any  such  payment  to 
him.  Mr.  Wright  was  appointed  in 
succession  to  Mr.  Standish  O  Grady,  but 
the  law  officers  of  the  late  Government  ad- 
vised that  his  appointment  was  irregular, 
as  Mr.  Wright  was  not  qualified  nnder 
the  statute  regulating  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  office,  and  the  present 
Lord  Chancellor  takes  the  same  view.  I 
have  no  objection  to  laying  upon  the 
Table  a  copy  of  the  document  purporting 
to  appoint  him  if  the  hon.  Member  shoula 
move  for  it.  As  regards  the  latter  portion 
of  the  hon.  Member's  Question,  no  fees 
are  charged  for  first  registration  in  respect 
of  purchases  completed  through  the  Land 
Commission  since  the  1st  January,  1892, 
Section  2.3  (1)  (b),  of  The  Local  Regis- 
tration of  Title  (Ireland)  Act,  1891. 
With  regard  to  purchases  completed 
before  that  date,  fees  are  charged  to  aD 
such  applicants  as  did  not  apply  for 
registration  before  the  1st  of  January, 
1893,  Section  22  (2).  Fees  are  charged 
for  all  subsequent  dealings  with  registered 
land  under  Section  8  of  the  Act  and  Rule 
11  of  the  Consolidated  Rules  of  21st 
December,  1891,  20th  December  1893, 
and  24th  August,  1896.  All  fees  are 
taken  in  stamps,  which  are  purchased 
from  the  Inland  Revenue.     The  insurance 
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fees  which  are  payable  under  Section  92 
of  the  Act  are  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Insurance  Fund. 

BaUysadare  Fonshore- 
Mb.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  farmer  named 
M'Gloin  recently  recovered  damages  for 
trespass  against  a  fisherman  named 
Cavanagh  for  mooring  his  boat  in  Bally- 
sadare  Bay,  county  Sligo,  at  a  place 
marked  as  foreshore  upon  the  Admiralty 
chart,  and  upon  which  it  was  proved  the 
tide  ebbed  and  flowed  at  all  ordinary 
tides ;  and  will  he  inquire  as  to  the  facts 
from  the  coastguard  ofScer  who  gave 
evidence  for  the  defence,  and  direct  that 
the  coastguard  shall  be  watchful  to 
prevent  claims  arising  by  user  of  fore- 
shores by  the  farmers  whose  lands  abut 
on  the  bay  so  as  to  secure  to  the  fishermen 
their  privileges  of  landing  boats  and  nets 
on  the  shores  vested  in  the  Crown. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  I 
have  asked  the  coastguard  officer  to 
report  on  all  the  matters  mentioned  in 
the  hon.  Member's  Question,  and  when 
I  have  received  the  Report  I  shall  be 
glad  to  communicate  with  the  hon. 
Member. 

Loss  of  the  "Honuse." 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Central): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  the  sinking,  on  the 
17th  May  last,  of  the  sloop  "Horace," 
by  collision  with  the  steamship  "  Zero," 
in  the  Biver  Humber,  resulting  in  the 
death  of  Harold  Grimbleby;  why  no 
Board  of  Trade  inquiry  has  been  held ; 
and  whether  he  has  received  a  request 
from  the  parents  of  the  dead  man  for  an 
inquiry  to  be  held. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  A 
request  for  inquiry  has  been  received 
from  the  representatives  of  the  relatives 
of  the  man  who  lost  his  life  by  the 
collision  between  the  sloop  "Horace" 
and  the  steamer  "Zero."  Depositions 
were  made  by  the  masters  of  both  vessels 
before  the  Receivers  of  Wreck  and  an 
inquest  was  held  at  Hull.  As  the  collision 
was  found  not  to  be  the  fault  of  the 
"Zero"  and  the  master  of  the  sloop  has 
no  certificate,  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
not  be  justified  in  incurring  the  expense 


of  a  formal  inquiry  imder  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Acts.  I  am  advised  that  the 
master  of  the  "Zero"  attempted  to 
manoeuvre  his  vessel  into  position  so  as 
to  lower  his  boat  on  the  spot  where  the 
men  were  expected  to  be,  and  only 
desisted  from  putting  his  boat  in  the 
water  when  he  saw  the  sloop's  boat  with 
the  survivors  in  her.  But  the  coroner 
stated  after  his  inquiry  that  it  would 
have  made  no  difference  if  half  a  dozen 
boats  had  been  launched. 

LeixUp  Mails. 
Mb.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (KUdare,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  outgoing  mails  from 
Leixlip,  county  Kildare,  leave  at  6  p.m. 
and  4  a.m. ;  and  whether  he  could  make 
such  a  rearrangement  of  mail  departures 
as  would  enable  the  people  of  that  district 
to  send  replies  to  morning  letters  by  a 
mid-day  mail. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
have  called  for  a  report  on  this  subject 
and  I  will  send  the  hon.  Member  an 
Answer  in  due  course. 

The  Stanlej  Beviiion. 

Mb.  STEADMAN  (Finsbury,  Central): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
the  Stanley  scheme  for  improvements  in 
the  postal  service  included  the  payment 
of  double  time  for  Sunday  duty  to  the 
staff;  and,  if  so,  when  it  is  proposed  to 
put  this  part  of  the  scheme  into  effect. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  No 
change  has  been  made  or  proposed  in  the 
rate  of  payment  for  Sunday  duty. 

Central  Telegnph  Office— Telegraphist's 
Oomplaint- 

Mb.  STEADMAN :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  is  aware  that 
a  telegraphist,  named  Evershed,  in  the 
Centred  Office,  London,  applied  for  an 
exchange  from  night  duty  for  one  month, 
commencing  July,  on  the  ground  of  ill- 
ness of  his  mother,  and  of  the  fact  that 
he  himself  had  barely  recovered  from  a 
long  period  of  sickness,  and  that  he 
provided  a  competent  substitute ;  whether 
seeing  that  although  he  furnished  a 
medical  certificate  showing  he  was  unfit 
for  night  duty,  the  Deputy  Controller 
compelled  him  to  perform  the  work  and 
declined  to  accept  the  substitute,  he  will 
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investigate  the  circumstances,  and  explain 
why  the  request  for  an  exchange  was 
refused. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  telegraphist  in  question  had  been 
allowed  to  exchange  from  night  duty  so 
freely  that  he  had  not  performed  any 
night  duty  for  several  years.  It  was  not 
considered  desirable  that  a  particular 
officer  should  be  thus  indirectly  exempted 
from  night  duty  in  permanence,  and 
further  substitution  was  therefore  refused, 
after  it  had  been  ascertained  by  medical 
examination  by  the  chief  medical  officer 
that  there  was  no  valid  reason  of  health 
to  prevent  this  officer  performing  night 
duty. 

BeUiut  Oreneer's  Promotion. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  memorial  of  January, 
1905,  regarding  a  promotion  made  the 

Erevious  month  to  the  class  of  overseer 
1  the  Belfast  office ;  if  he  is  aware  that 
the  postmaster  of  Belfast  received  several 
deputations  of  men  who  were  passed 
over,  and  that  when  a  second  promotion 
was  made  to  the  overseers,  class  in 
February,  1905,  the  postmaster  of  Belfast 
assured  these  men  that  he  knew  of  no 
reason,  considering  their  record  and  work, 
why  they  should  not  be  promoted,  and 
assured  them  that  had  they  not  pressed 
their  protest  against  the  promotion  made 
in  the  previous  December  they  would 
not  have  had  to  complain  of  the  promo- 
tions made  in  the  following  February ; 
will  he  say  whether  he  has  received 
reports  regarding  these  matters ;  and,  if 
not,  will  he  orobr  an  inquiry  into  the 
whole  question. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buaion.)  I 
cannot  review  cases  of  promotion  decided 
by  my  predecessor  eighteen  months  ago. 

Belfast  Telegraphists'  Complaint. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  complaints  made  by  the  telegraph  staff 
at  the  Belfast  office  regarding  a  smoke 
nuisance  for  which  the  proprietors  of  the 
Grand  Central  Hotel  are  responsible; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  assurances  given 
by  the  hotel  people  that  the  nuisance 


would  be  abated  have  been  totally  dis- 
regarded, will  he  say  what  steps  it  it 
proposed  to  take  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxlon.)  The 
circumstances  appear  to  be  as  stated. 
Further  steps  are  being  taken  for  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisance  complained  oL 

East  Finclil«y  Telephone  Ezehaoce. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-G«neral  whether  any 
steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  establish  a 
Post  Office  telephone  exchange  at  East 
Finchley  or  Finchley  (Church  End); 
when  it  is  likely  that  the  exchange  mil 
be  ready  for  work ;  and  will  he  consider 
the  advisability  of  admitting  intending 
subscribers,  pending  the  completion  of  an 
exchange  at  Finchley,  to  the  systems  of 
neighbouring  exchanges  at  the  ordinaiy 
rates  current. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxtoft.) 
Plans  were  prepared  some  time  ago  for 
the  extension  of  the  telephone  service  to 
Finchley,  and  the  establishment  of  an 
exchange  at  Church  End  will  be  proceeded 
with  as  soon  as  the  necessaiy  wayleave 
consents  have  been  received  from  the 
district  council.  I  fear  that  it  will  not  be 
possible,  pending  the  establishment  of  the 
exchange,  to  give  residents  at  Finchley 
circuits  to  another  exchange  at  ordinary 
rates ;  but  I  propose  to  open  public  em 
offices  in  the  district  at  an  early  date,  and 
these  will  I  hope  tend  to  minimise  the 
inconvenience  until  the  exchange  is 
ready. 

Hampstead  Telephone  Bzdutnce 
Employees. 

Mr.  NIELD  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  a  large  number  of  men, 
formerly  engaged  in  connection  with  the 
constructional  work  of  the  Post  Office 
telephones  have  recently  been  dis- 
charged owing  to  slackness  of  work ;  and 
whether  a  substantial  reduction  has  been 
made  in  the  employees  of  or  connected 
with  the  Hampstead  Exchange  on  this 
ground  ;  and  whether  this  is  due  to  any 
falling  off  of  subscribers  to  this  Exchange 
or  generally  throughout  the  telephone 
service  of  the  northern  suburbs. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  In 
the  last  two  months  thirty-two  workmen 
have  had  to  be  paid  off  in  the  Hampstead 
district  in  consequence  of  the  completion 
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of  the  main  duct  work  on  which  they 
were  employed.  There  is  no  falling  off 
in  the  number  of  subaoribera  to  the 
Hampstead  or  other  telephone  exchanges 
in  the  northern  suburbs. 

Torquay  Elaetioii— Oomipt  Practices. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devon- 
shire, Honiton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
it  is  the  practice  of  the  Public  Prosecutor 
in  instituting  proceedings  to  rely  upon 
an  ex  parte  statement  made  by  the  com- 
plainants or  their  solicitor,  or  to  take 
any,  and,  if  so,  what  steps  to  verify  the 
charges  made ;  whether  any,  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  were  taken  by  the  Public 
Prosecutor  to  inquire  into  the  facts  of 
the  case  alleged  against  Mr.  Bladder, 
who  was  recently  {HX)Becuted  at  the 
Exeter  Assizes  on  a  charge  of  corrupt 
practices  at  the  Torquay  election,  and 
against  whom  the  grand  jury  found  no 
bill ;  and  whether  any  machinery  exists, 
in  a  case  such  as  that  of  Mr.  Blackler,  for 
providing  for  the  costs  of  the  accused  out 
of  the  public  funds. 

(Ansto«red  by  Sir  John  fFaUon.)  The 
Attorney-General  answers  this  Question 
at  the  request  of  the  Home  Secretary. 
The  director  of  public  prosecutions  makes 
such  inquiries  as  are  practicable  in  all 
eases  suomitted  to  him.  In  the  case  of 
Mr.  Blackler,  the  statements  of  the 
witnesses  were  taken  by  a  firm  of 
solicitors,  known  to  the  director,  and  in 
whom  he  had  confidence,  also  an  opinion 
of  counsel  was  forwarded  to  him  advising 
that  in  his  opinion  there  were  grounds 
for  proceeding  under  Section  2  of  46  and 
47  Vic,  c.  51.  This  afforded  evidence 
which  in  the  judgment  of  the  director 
justified  a  prosecution.  Process  was 
applied  for  and  granted.  The  accused 
when  before  the  bench  offered  no 
defence  or  explanation.  The  magistrates, 
eleven  in  number,  conmiitted  him 
unanimously  to  take  his  trial  at  the 
assizes.  I  am  aware  of  no  machinery 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  costs  of 
accused  persons  who  may  be  acquitted 
by  the  verdict  of  either  grand  or  petty 
juries  out  of  public  funds. 

lavriaonment  in  De&tdt  of  Faying  Ftnes. 

Mr.  CAMERON  ^Durham,  Houghton- 
l«-8pring) :  To  ask  tne  Secretary  ofState 
for  the  Home  Department,  whether, 
during  1904,  107,625  persons  were  sent 


to  prison  in  default  of  paying  fines ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  is  prepared  to  effect 
such  alterations  in  the  law  as  will  give 
such  persons  the  right  of  claiming  a  few 
weeks'  grace  before  conviction,  when  they 
give  bona  fide  and  satisfactory  addresses, 
or  can  produce  reasonable  security. 

{Antioered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Oladstone.) 
The  number  of  persons  received  in  prison 
in  default  of  paying  a  fine  during  1904 
is  correctly  stated  by  the  hon.  ^lember. 
The  law  contemplates  time  being  allowed 
defendants  to  pay  the  fines  imposed  on 
them,  and  only  last  year  a  circular  was 
issued  from  the  Home  Office  to  all  courts  of 
summary  jurisdiction  urging  that  full 
effect  should  be  given  to  the  merciful 
provisions  of  the  law.  I  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  considerations  urged  in 
the  circular  are  generally  borne  in  mind, 
and  that  a  person  with  a  settled  home  is 
rarely  or  never  refused  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fine;  but  if  information  is 
S'ven  me  of  anv  case  in  which  they  have 
ten  disregarded,  I  will  have  mquiry 
made.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
while  107,625  persons  were  received  in 
prison  during  1904  in  default  of  a  fine, 
the  total  number  fined  was  650,490. 
Both  figures,  I  may  add,  include  many 
cases  where  the  same  person  was  fined 
several  times  during  the  year,  and  there- 
fore appears  several  times  in  the  registers 
of  the  courts  or  of  the  prison. 

Sonth  African  War  Stores  Scandals. 

Mr.  HIGHAM  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Sowerby) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  in  connection  with  the  inquiry 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  scandals 
connected  with  the  purchases  and  re-sales 
of  stores  in  and  after  the  late  South 
African  War,  how  many  clerks  are 
engaged  upon  the  audit  of  the  accounts ; 
what  fee  per  day  is  being  paid  for  each 
clerk  to  the  firm  which  permanently 
employs  these  clerks ;  when  the  audit 
began;  and  when  it  is  expected  to 
terminate. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The  work 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  which 
was  undertaken  by  direction  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  War  Stores  in  South 
Africa,  was  not  so  much  an  audit  of 
accounts  as  an  inquiry  by  a  firm  of 
chartered  accountants  into  the  accounts 
of  the  War  Office  with  reference  to 
transactions  during  and  after  the   war. 
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The  accountants  began  their  work 
July  29th,  1905,  and  concluded  it,  by  sub- 
mitting a  report  to  the  Boyal  Commission, 
on  March  19th,  1906.  The  number  of 
professional  clerks  employed  by  the  firm 
was  thirty  from  July  to  September,  and 
forty  from  October  onwards,  with  an 
addition  of  twenty  clerks  supplied  by  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners  for  the  more 
mechanical  work.  These  numbers  were 
gradually  reduced  as  the  inquiry  drew  to 
a  close.  The  fees  stipulated  for  by  the 
firm  were  at  the  rate  of  three  guineas  a 
day  for  chief  clerks  and  one  and  a  half 
guineas  a  day  for  other  professional 
clerks,  but  owing  to  the  unexpected 
length  of  time  occupied  by  the  work,  an 
abatement  was  made  on  the  settlement 
of  the  accoimt  by  which  these  rates  were 
somewhat  reduced. 

Idverpool  Victoria  Legal  Friendly 
Society. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  efforts 
being  made  by  the  officials  of  the  Liver- 
pool Victoria  Legal  Friendly  Society  to 
convert  that  society  into  a  company 
under  the  Companies'  Acts,  and  thereby 
ohanee  the  character  of  the  undertaking ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  persons 
insuring  in  that  society,  numbering  about 
3,000,000,  consist  mainly  of  people  of 
small  means  who  insure  their  children ; 
and  whether  the  Registrar  of  Friendly 
Societies  can  take  steps  to  secure  that 
these  persons  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard  and  of  having  tneir  views 
considered  (either  through  attendance 
and  voting  at  meetings  or  otherwise) 
before  any  such  conversion  is  authorised. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  I  would 
refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  Answer  which 
I  gave  to  a  similar  Question  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Barrow-in-Fiimess,  on  the 
24th  ultimo. 


Income-Tax  Bepayments. 
Mr.  SIMON  (Essex,  Walthamstow) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
paragraph  120  of  the  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  Income-tax 
of  last  year,  referring  to  the  pressure 
under  which  claims  for  repayments  are 
dealt  with  at  Somerset  House  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  claims  of  this  nature 
involve  still  more  extreme  pressure  upon 


the  local  offices ;  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  of  first  claims  for  repayment 
dealt  with  by  local  surveyors  in  the  same 
period  of  pressure  as  is  referred  to  in 
the  above  paragraph;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  cause  this  information  to 
be  provided;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
during  this  same  period  of  pressure 
local  surveyors  have  also  to  provide  for 
the  large  expansion  of  work  caused  by 
the  earber  delivery  of  schedules  of  unpaid 
amounts  of  Income  Tax  as  provided  in  the 
new  Regulations  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  in  1904 ;  whether 
frequent  and  heavy  overtime  without  pay 
is  performed  by  the  clerical  staff  in  these 
load  offices  during  such  periods;  and 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  take  steps  to 
relieve  the  pressure  in  these  offices 
corresponding  to  the  steps  recently  taken 
to  relieve  the  pressure  at  the  heaid  ofBoe 
at  Somerset  House. 

(Answered    by   Mr.   McKenna.)     The 
number   of    first  claims   for    repayment 
received  at  Somerset  House,   after  being 
dealt   with   by    the    local  surveyors  in 
England  and W ales,  between  1  st  March  and 
30ui  June,  1906,  was  about  40,000  (a  slight 
decrease  as  compared  with  the  number  of 
the  preceding  year),  an  average  of  163 
such  claims  for  each  of  the  246  surveyors' 
district     Speaking  '  generally,    it    is   a 
fact  that  the  work  in  surveyors'  offices  is 
heavier  in  the  winter  and  spring  than  in 
the   summer  months,   but   there   is    no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  clerical  staff, 
which    has    been    largely    increased   in 
recent  years,  is  insufficient  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  it,  nor    are    there   any 
good  grounds  for  supposing  that  frequent 
and    heavy    overtime    without    pay  is 
performed    by   the  clerks   at   the  busy 
periods  of  the  year.    The  surveyors  are 
m  the  habit    of  applying  for  overtime 
allowances   for  their  clerks  in  times  of 
pressure,    and  all   applications  received 
are  fully  considered  and  dealt  with  on 
their  merits. 


School  for  Training  Pupil  Teachers  at 
(mord. 

Dr.  MASSIE  (Wiltshire,  Cricklade): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  he  is  aware  that  one 
of  the  schools  proposed  to  be  used  in  the 
scheme  for  training  pupil  teachers  in 
Oxford  is  held  in  a  private  house  and  was 
opened  only  a  few  months  ago,  and  that 
the  headmistress  holds   an  elementary 
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8chooI  teacher's  certificate  only ;  that  the 
use  of  this  school  will  introduce,  for  the 
first  time  in  Oxford,  sectarian  controversy 
into  the  training  of  pupil  teachers,  the 
school  being  an  institution  of  an  extreme 
sectarian  type,  objected  to  by  a  large 
class  of  ratepayers;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  As  I  stated 
on  30th  July  in  i  eply  to  a  Question  on  this 
subject,  the  Board  of  Education  have  not 
recognised  any  particular  schools  for  the 
purposes  referred  to,  but  are  awaiting 
special  Reports  by  their  inspectors,  and 
other  information,  before  any  decision  is 
arrived  at.  I  will  see  that  the  various 
matters  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber are  borne  in  mind,  and  th«t  no 
scheme  is  sanctioned  which  will  recog- 
nise inefficient  provision  or  needlessly 
arouse  controversy. 


Mr. 

To  ask   the 
Somerset,     as 
sident    of    the 


Hunpshire  Biren. 
W.    D.  WARD  (Southampton): 


hon.    Member   for    South 

representing     the     Pre- 

Board    of    Agriculture, 


whether  any  other,  and,  if  so,  which 
rivers  in  Hampshire  will  be  brought 
onder  the  management  of  the  Avon  and 
Stour  Conservancy;  and,  if  no  decision 
has  at  present  been  reached,  whether 
there  is  prospect  of  a  decision  being 
reached  at  an  early  date. 

{Attswered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
No  decision  has  yet  been  come  to  with 
r^ard  to  the  application  of  the  Avon 
and  Stour  Board  of  Conservators  for  an 
extension  of  their  district,  but  we  shall 
endeavour  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  of 
the  matter  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Hagley  and  Olent  Street  ImproTement- 

Mb.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  (Wor- 
cestershire, Droitwich) :  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Oovemment  Board 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  incon- 
veaience  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of  his 
Department  to  sanction  a  loan  of  £435 
applied  for  by  the  Bromsgrove  Rural 
District  Council  in  respect  of  private 
street  improvement  works  carried  out 
and  completed  in  the  parishes  of  Hagley 
and  Clent,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  such  works  received 
the  sanction  of  a  court  of  summary  juris- 

VOL.  CLXII.    [Fourth  Sbries.] 


diction,  sitting  at  the  court  house,  Stour- 
bridge, he  will  oonsider  the  possibility  of 
revising  the  decision  of  which  complaint 
is  made. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  A  local 
inquiry  was  held  on  this  subject  by  one  of 
the  inspectors  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  it  appeared  that  the  works 
could  not  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  I 
have  carefully  considered  the  matter,  but 
I  regret  that  I  do  not  see  my  way  to 
sanctioning  the  loan  desired. 

Indian  Food  Orop  Tields. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretarv  of  State  for  India  if  he 
will  state  how  the  yield  of  food  crops  per 
acre  in  each  province  in  India  for  the  year 
1904  compares  with  the  figures  for  the 
years  1880  and  1901. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
Figures  for  1880  are  not  available,  as  pi;o- 
vinciol  estimates  of  the  yield  per  acre  of  the 
principal  crops  were  not  fi-amed  until 
1892.  The  latest  volume  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Statistics  of  India  gives  a  compara- 
tive table  of  the  estimates  for  the  five 
years  ending  respectively  with  1897  and 
1902.  I  will  cause  a  copy  of  the  volume 
to  be  sent  to  my  honourable  friend  if  he 
desires  it. 

Ooolnakiaha  Erieted  Tenant. 

Mr,  HAMMOND  (Carlow) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  William  Agar,  for- 
merly of  Coolnakisha,  Old  Leighlin, 
Carlow,  has  any  prospect  of  being  re- 
stored to  his  former  holding  on  Sir 
Thomas  Butler's  property. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  they  will 
have  William  Agar's  application  for  rein- 
statement inquired  into  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Commissioners  understand,  however, 
that  Agar's  former  holding  is  in  the 
occupation  of  another  tenant.  Proceed- 
ings for  the  sale  of  Sir  T.  Butler's  estate 
have  not  yet  come  before  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

Fema  Bridge. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  Myles  O'Reilly  Coat  of  Arms  on 
the  bridge  of  Ferna,  county  Cavan,.i8  now 
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placed  upon  a  level  with  the  roadway, 
and  if  left  in  this  position  will  shortly  be 
demolished  ;  and  will  he,  with  a  view  to 
preserving  this  historic  emblem,  have  it 
placed  higher  up  upon  the  bridge,  and 
thus  remove  it  from  danger  of  destruction 
and  secure  that  it  can  be  seen  by  passers 

by. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  no  information 
upon  this  subject.  The  matter  is  one  for 
the  local  authorities,  to  whose  notice  the 
Board,  without  delay,  will  bring  the  hon. 
Member's  suggestion,  which  well  deserves 
to  be  considered. 


Irish  Poor  Law  Oommiitsioii- 
Captain  CRAIQ  (Down,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  subject  to  the 
whole  of  Ireland,  he  can  see  his  way  to 
reconsider  his  decision  regarding  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sion and  appoint  to  it  an  independent 
member  of  the  medical  profession  who  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  whole 

frincipies,  honour,  and  interests  of  the 
oor  Law  medical  profession  in  Ireland. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  hon. 
Member  is  under  a  misapprehension.  No 
vacancy  exists  in  the  Irish  Poor  Law 
Commission,  which  has  now  practically 
completed  its  labours.  The  vacancy 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  in  mind  is 
in  the  Rmral  Commission  on  the  Poor  Law 
for  the  United  Kingdom,  and,  as  to  that, 
I  would  refer  him  to  the  reply  given  by 
the  Prime  Minister  yesterday  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Waterford. 

Drmngriirem  Turbary  Bighta. 
Mr.  HAZLETON  (Galway,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  whether 
William  Browne,  Gardenham,  Drum- 
griifen,  county  Galway,  is  entitled  to 
rights  of  turbary  under  the  agreement 
purchasing  his  holding  from  Major 
William  W.  P.  Joyce,  dated  March  Ist, 
1905 ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  pur- 
chase of  this  holding  was  conditional  on 
such  rights  being  secured  to  him ;  and 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  can 
take  steps  to  see  that  they  are  so  secured. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryee.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  there  are 
before  them  two  agreements  for  purchase, 
signed  by  William  Browne,  dated  March 
Ist,  1905.  One  of  these  relates  to  the 
purchase  of  one-fifteenth  share  of  a  turf 
bank,  comprising  altogether  seventy- 
three  acres.  When  the  case  comes  before 
the  Commisssionere  for  ruling,  they  will 
take  all  necessary  steps  to  secure  that 
Browne's  share  of  this  turf  bank  b 
properly  vested  in  him. 

Lavally  Parish  CSommittee. 
Mr.  HAZLETON :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  will  reconsider  their  decision  not 
to  give  a  grant  to  the  electoral  division 
of  Lavally,  county  Galway,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  parish  committee  scheme  ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability, 
in  case  the  Board  decide  to  give  a  grant, 
of  the  nearest  established  committee  ad- 
ministering the  grant,  thus  avoiding  the 
necessity  of  establishing  a  new  committee 
for  the  electoral  division  which  the  Board 
consider  inadvisable. 

(Anstcered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  This  matter 
will  be  brought  before  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  further  consideration 
at  their  next  meeting  on  the  8th  instant. 

Irish  Army  Ordnance  Labourers  Pay. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  a  decision  has 
been  arrived  at  as  to  the  increase  of  pay 
of  labourers  in  the  Army  Ordnance  De- 
partment in  Ireland;  and,  if  so,  from 
what  date  will  the  increase  take  effect. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  question  is  a  large  one.  It  is  not  at 
all  clear  that  the  wages  of  these  labourers 
are  below  the  market  rate  paid  for  the 
corresponding  class  of  labour  by  private 
employers  in  Dublin,  but  the  point  is  now 
under  close  investigation. 

Aruy  Hay  Contracts. 
Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  hay  and  straw  pur- 
chased for  the  Army  are  entirely  home- 
grown; or,  if  not,  what  proportion  is 
imported. 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  Secreia'y  Haldane.) 
The  contracts  do  not  contain  any  specifica- 
tion as  to  sources  of  supply,  and  accord- 
ingly it  is  not  possible  to  e^ive  any  definite 
reply  to  the  Question.  Most  probably  by 
iar  the  greater  part  is  home-grown. 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


War  Ship  Toimage. 
Me.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  if  the  aggregate  tonnage  of 
British  war  vessels  of  every  class  and 
type  is  equal  to  the  aggregate  tonnage  of 
the  war  vessels  of  rrance,  Germany, 
Russia,  and  Italy. 

Tmt  SECRETARY  to  thb  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Eduund  Robbrtson,  Dun- 
dee) :  I  am  informed  that  the  as;gregate 
tonnage  of  British  war  vessels  of  every 
class  18  2,041,113  tons.  The  aggregate 
tonnage  for  France,  Germany,  Russia, 
and  Italy  is  2,708,461  tons.  The  Answer 
to  the  Question  is,  therefore,  in  the 
negative. 

♦Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  this 
Answer  would  have  been  equally  true  at 
any  time  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  and 
that  these  tonnage  comparisons  are  most 
misleading  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

*Mr  BELLAIRS :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  obsolete  pro- 
tected cruisers  we  have  over  double  the 
tonnage  of  the  nations  named  in  the 
question  ? 

Mb.  ROBERTSON  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  had  only  to  answer  the 
Question  put  to  him. 

Tinned  Heats  for  the  Navy. 
Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  can  inform  the 
House  of  the  quantity  of  American  tinned 
meat  at  present  in  stock  at  the  Deptford, 
Plymouth,  and  Gosport  Victualling 
Yards;  whether  this  meat  was  to  the 
order  of  the  late  Government ;  whether 
it  is  at  present  served  out  to  the  Navy ; 
what  is  the  intention  of  the  Grovemment 


with  regard  to  its  disposal ;  whether  he 
will  state  the  amount  of  jam  purchased 
by  the  late  Government  which  has  recently 
been  condemned  at  the  Deptford  Victual- 
ling Yard ;  what  was  the  original  cost ; 
who  are  the  contractors;  and  whether 
they  can  be  held  responsible. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  The 
quantity  of  American  tinned  meat  at 
present  in  stock  at  the  victualling  yards 
mentioned  is  approximately  1,680,0001b. 
The  bulk  of  this  meat  was  purchased  in 
1903-04,  when  supplies  of  Australian 
meat  were  unobtainable  owing  to  drought. 
Men  serving  in  His  Majesty  s  ships  have 
for  the  present  been  allowed  the  option 
of  drawing  Australian  or  Argentine 
corned  beef  in  place  of  American,  but  it 
has  not  been  tnought  necessary  to  con- 
sider special  measures  for  the  disposal  of 
the  stock  of  American  meat.  As  regards 
the  last  part  of  the  Question,  a  quantity 
of  jam,  amounting  to  269,0001b.,  has  been 
reported  as  unsuitable  for  issue,  and  the 
matter  is  now  imder  investigation.  The 
prices  paid  for  this  jam  range  from 
28s.  7d.  to  34s.  5d.  per  cwt.  In  these 
circumstances  I  do  not  feel  in  a  position 
to  give  the  names  of  the  firms  concerned. 

Mr.  LUPTON:  How  long  has  this 
jam  been  in  stock  t 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
should  think  about  two  years. 

HHS.  "HontaKn." 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  two 
of  the  ships'  companies  employed  in  the 
attempt  to  salve  the  "  Montagu  "  have  not 
been  able  to  go  ashore  or  obtain  leave 
for  over  two  months. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  Leave 
will  be  given  to  these  ships'  companies 
as  soon  as  the  work  on  the  "  Montagu  " 
permits. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS :  I  beg  to  ask  t^e 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
Admiralty  will  now  bring  to  an  end  the 
expenditure  on  the  attempt  to  salve  the 
"  Montagu ;  "  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  battleship  "  Duncan,"  in  the  aban- 
doned attempt  on  July  23rd,  struck  the 
ground  twice  and  was  imperilled  by  the 
tide  race ;  whether  one  cruiser  and  one 
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destroyer  employed  at  various  times  in 
the  salvage  operations  have  grounded; 
whether  a  lighter  was  sunk  ;  and  whether 
he  has  any  further  information  of  casual- 
ties to  the  Navy  in  connection  with  these 
operations. 
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destroyers,  fifteen  torpedo  boats.  United 
States :  Under  construction,  no  destroyen 
or  torpedo  boats.  Projected,  three  des- 
troyers. Japan:  Under  construction, 
twelve  destroyers. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
question  of  further  attempts  to  salve  the 
"  Montagu "  will  be  decided  after  the 
next  Spring  tides.  The  "  Duncan " 
touched  ground  once  only,  the  damage 
being  very  slight ;  she  was  at  no  time 
imperilled  by  the  tide  race.  The  only 
other  casualties  of  any  importance  which 
have  occurred  in  the  operations  are  the 
loss  of  a  lighter,  which  has  since  been 
recovered,  and  the  loss  of  two  ships' 
noats. 

Torpedo  Boats. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  E»lin§)  :  I 
oeg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
how  many  of  the  eighty-seven  torpedo 
boats  figuring  in  the  recently  issued  Re- 
turn are  upwards  of  fifteen  years  old; 
how  many  are  capable  of  attaining  in 
practice  the  speed  of  a  modem  battleship, 
and  how  many  are  armed  with  the  obso- 
lete 14-inch  torpedo ;  and  what  is  the 
number  of  torpedo  boats  and  destroyers 
building  and  projected  for  the  chief  naval 
Powers. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Of 
the  eighty-five  torpedo  boats  now  on  the 
list  fifty-five  are  upwards  of  fifteen  years 
old.  These  might  be  expected  to  attain 
a  speed  of  from  seventeen  to  eighteen 
knots.  Of  the  remaining  thirty,  seven- 
teen could  probably  reach  twenty  knots 
and  thirteen  over  twenty-three  knots. 
Sixty-four  of  these  boats  are  armed  with 
14-inch  torpedoes,  but  the  torpedoes  are 
of  types  which  are  not  consiaered  obso- 
lete. The  number  of  destroyers  building 
for  Great  Britain  is  eighteen,  and  fourteen 
are  included  in  the  programme  of  new 
construction  for  this  year.  As  regards 
the  other  great  naval  Powers,  the  position 
is  as  follows.  France :  Under  construc- 
tion, fourteen  destroyers,  thirty  torpedo 
boats.  Projected,  eleven  destroyers, 
eleven  torpedo  boats.  Germany :  Under 
construction,  fourteen  destroyers.  Pro- 
jected, four  destroyers.  Russia:  Under 
construction,  sixteen  destroyers.  Italy: 
Under  construction,  four  destroyers,  four- 
teen   torpedo    boats.       Projected,    ten 


Naval  Canteen  Inqniiy. 
Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty whether  the  promised  inquiry  into 
the  abuses  of  the  naval  canteen  system 
has  been  instituted ;  whether  it  is  now 
proceeding ;  whether  it  proposes  to  hear 
any  evidence  before  coming  to  a  con- 
clusion ;  and  whether,  before  its  concla- 
sions  are  acted  upon,  this  House  will  be 
afforded  some  opportunity  of  considering 
them. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  A 
Ck>mmittee  has  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  system  of  naval  canteens,  and  it 
will  take  such  evidence  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. It  is  probable  that  any  proposals 
which  may  be  formulated  by  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  tested  experimentally  in 
some  fleet  or  squadron,  and  the  hon. 
Member  will  have  the  usual  opportunity 
of  bringing  up  the  question  in  tne  House 
on  Navy  Vote  2. 

Sheemeaa  Besenre  Divisioii— Firiag 
Practice. 

Mr.  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  has 
now  completed  his  inquiry  into  the 
manner  in  which  quarterly  firing  practice 
was  carried  out  by  the  Sheerness  Reserve 
Division  in  April  last ;  whether,  in  order 
to  comply  with  the  admiral's  orders, 
H.M.S.  "  Vindictive  "  fired  the  whole  of 
her  6-inch  heavy  gun  ammunition  in  ten 
minutes,  while  only  two  ships  were  per- 
mitted to  use  a  proper  range  for  this  par- 
pose  ;  whether  the  responsibility  for  this 
waste  of  training  and  ammunition  lies,  by 
King's  Regulation,  upon  the  rear-admiral 
commanding  the  division;  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  the  Adnuralty  have  taken  to 
enforce  tnis  responsibility  and  to  ensure 
that  such  waste  shall  not  recur. 

Mr.  EDMUMD  ROBERTSON:  As 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  now  completed, 
it  would  appear  that  the  hon.  Member 
has  been  misinformed,  and  that  there  is 
no  foundation  whatever  for  the  suggestion 
that  there  was  any  waste  of  ammunition, 
or  that  the  firing  practice  was  in  any  way 
hurried. 
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Battleship  Constrnction— W«gM  at 
Portamonth. 

Mr.  J.  WARD  (StokoKm-Trent^ :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty what  are  the  regulations  in  force 
as  to  extra  pay  to  workmen  employed 
in  the  construction  of  battleships  at 
Portsmouth  working  in  confined  spaces ; 
and  whether  wing  compartments  are 
treated  the  same  as  double  bottoms,  so 
far  as  extra  rates  are  concerned. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  Work- 
peonle  engaged  in  cleaning  and  painting 
doable  bottoms  or  working  in  confined 
spaces,  are  paid  l^d.  an  hour  in  addition 
to  their  ordinary  rate  of  pay  while  so 
employed.  Wing  compartments  are 
treated  in  the  same  way  as  double 
bottoms  where  the  conditions  as  regards 
space,  nature  of  access,  and  ventilation 
are  the  same. 

Shoelrary  Shell  Dangers- 
Mr.  whitehead  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  further  inquiries  have  now 
been  made  by  the  War  OfBce  into  the 
statement  brought  to  his  notice  last 
month,  that  on  the  4th  June  a  shell  from 
Shoebury  fell  within  twenty  yards  of  a 
party  of  nine  who  were  fishing  in  the 
mwley  "  Edgar,"  from  Leigh-on-Sea ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  prior  to  the 
matter  being  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  War  OfBce,  Sergeant-Major  Gunnett 
had  already  been  to  Leigh-on-Sea  to 
interview  the  skipper  of  the  bawley 
"  Edgar,"  with  reference  to  the  incident, 
and  had  ascertained  all  the  details ;  and 
that  those  responsible  for  the  firing  still 
allege  that  the  incident  did  not  take 
place ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  stato  why  Ser- 
geant-Major Gunnett  visited  Leigh  to 
interview  the  skipper  before  any  com- 
plaiut  or  allegation  had  been  made  to  the 
War  Office. 

*Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
war  (Mr.  Haloanb,  Haddington) : 
A  Court  of  Inquiry  will  be  held  to  investi- 
gate fully  the  alleged  incident.  As 
regards  the  visit  of  Sergeant-Major  Gum- 
net  to  L«igh  which  took  place  on  the  20th 
June,  I  may  point  out  that  my  hon. 
friend  gave  notice  of  his  Question 
<m  the  18th  June  and  that  the  attention 
of  the  C!ommandant  of  the  School  of 
Gunnery  was  drawn  to  it  on  the  19th 
June. 


N«wtowii(or«  £z-Boldier'8  Penaioa- 
Mr.  T.  SMYTH  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Stato  for  War  u 
he  will  reconsider  the  case  of  Thomas 
Henry  Bryson,  formerly  of  the  Royal 
Engineers  and  now  of  Newtowngore, 
County  Leitrim,  who  enlisted  on  29th 
December,  1877,  and  is  in  possession  of 
the  Zulu  medal,  with  the  only  clasp 
given  for  the  war,  and  is  disabled  with 
rheumatism,  which  he  contracted  whilst 
on  foreign  service ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  his  pension  is  only  Is.  per  day,  while 
other  pensioners  who  served  in  the 
the  same  war  have  2s.  per  day,  he  will 
reconsider  his  case  with  a  view  to  in- 
creasing his  pension. 

♦Mr.  HALDANE:  This  man  was 
invalided  from  the  Royal  Engineers  aftor 
a  service  of  five  years,  332  days  only,  on 
account  of  rheumatism,  which  commenced 
at  Chatham  aftor  he  had  served  for  just 
over  a  year  and  before  he  served  abroad. 
His  present  pension  of  Is.  a  day  is  the 
highest  which  can  be  granted  to  him 
under  the  regulations. 

Onrragh  Oamp  Stabling. 
Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  on  the  3rd  July  last,  six- 
teen polo  ponies,  the  property  of  officers 
of  the  19th  Hussars,  stationed  at  the 
Curragh  Camp,  were  brought  to  and 
provided  with  stabling  at  the  Marl- 
borough Barracks,  Dublin,  till  the  end  of 
the  week ;  if  so,  whether  the  taxpayers 
are  bound  to  provide  free  stabling  for 
horses  kept  by  officers  for  their  own 
amusement;  and  if  the  taxpayers  are 
not  so  bound,  what  steps  does  he 
propose  to  take  to  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  the  incident  in  question. 

♦Mr.  HALDANE  :  When  Government 
stabling  is  temporarily  vacant  and  not 
actually  required  for  accommodation  of 
Government  horses,  the  private  horses  or 
ponies  of  officers  may  be  accommodated 
provided  that  no  expense  to  the  public 
is  thereby  incurred. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  And  is  there  no  ex- 
pense to  the  public  ? 

♦Mr.  HALDANE :  None. 

British  Indians. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
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for  the  Colonies  whether  the  (^OTemment 
will  make  further  representations  to  the 
administrations  concerned,  to  the  effect 
that  the  exaction  of  a  literary  test  in 
English  from  British  Indians  is  unfair. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  fob  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  Churchill,  Man- 
chester) :  As  at  present  advised  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  not  prepared  to 
make  representations  on  the  subject  to 
the  Colonial  Governments. 

Sonth  Aftican  Mnrden— Bev-  Oeorge 
Maddison- 

♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
the  Rev.  Greorge  Maddison,  a  Wesleyan 
minister,  of  Johannesburg,  who  was 
assaulted  by  natives  in  the  early  part  of 
this  month,  has  died  of  his  wounds ;  and 
what  action  is  proposed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Europeans  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  A  statement  to 
this  effect  has  appeared  in  the  newspapers, 
but  I  have  received  no  official  information. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  local  Government 
to  afford  all  reasonable  protection. 

♦Mr.  REES  asked  if  this  was  not  the 
third  death  by  violence  oflered  to  a  party 
of  Europeans  of  which  Mr.  Maddison  was 
a  member,  and  Mr.  Churchill  requested 
him  to  give  notice. 

Major  SEELY  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  what  are 
the  number  of  white,  yellow  and  coloured 
persons  respectively  who  have  been 
murdered  by  Chinese  coolies  in  the 
Transvaal  during  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  unintentionally 
misled  the  House  the  other  day  when  in 
answer  to  a  supplementary  Question  I 
said  the  majority  of  the  murdered 
persons  were  whites.  The  number  of 
persons  murdered  by  Chinese  coolies  in 
Witwatersrand  and  Pretoria  districts 
during  the  first  six  months  of  this  year 
is: — 

Whites  -  -  -  -  2 
Coloured  -  -  -  4 
Yellow    -        -        -        -      21 


Total 


27 


Disflranchised  Cape  Colony  Yoten. 
Mr.  HICKS  BEACH  (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Unde^ 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  how 
many  voters  were  disfranchised  in  Cape 
Colony  after  the  war,  and  when  these 
electors  will  regain  their  votes. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  According  to  a 
Cape  official  Return,  printed  in  1904,  the 
number  of  persons  disqualified  from 
voting  at  Parliamentary  elections  owing 
to  convictions  for  treason  in  ten  districts 
principally  affected  by  rebellion  was  7,072. 
The  sentence  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
rebels  was  for  five  years.  The  next 
biennial  registration  takes  place  in  1907, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  number  of 
those  who  will  not  be  able  to  be  placed  on 
the  register  then  is  inconsiderable. 

Bepatriation  of  Chinese  Coolies. 
SiB  HENRY  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  of  the  Chinese  coolies  who 
applied  for  repatriation,  a  certain  number 
are  anxious  to  withdraw  their  application, 
but  have  been  refused  permission  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  Instructions  have 
been  given  that  the  cases  of  coolies  who 
change  their  minds  must  be  most  care- 
fully investigated  by  the  superintendent, 
and  a  record  kept.  If  he  is  completely 
satisfied  that  they  wish  to  remain  in  the 
Transvaal  they  are  not  to  be  repatriated 
against  their  will.  I  am  informed  that 
their  have  been  four  such  cases.  There 
is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  any  have 
been  refused  permission  to  withdraw 
their  applications. 

Sepatriation  Notices. 
Mr.  F.  E.  smith  (Liverpool,  Walton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is  satisfied 
that  the  terms  of  the  amended  repatria- 
tion notices  are  readily  intelligible  to  the 
coolies  employed  in  the  South  African 
mines;  and  how  many  of  them  have 
intimated  a  desire  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  facilities  thereby  promised. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
amended  notice  has  not  been  understood. 
He  has  received  no  report  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  applications  made  under  it. 
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TransTaal  Oivil  Serrice- 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lan 
arkshire,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  CJolonies  what 
are  the  respective  numbers  of  British 
and  Boer  civil  servants  at  present 
serving  in  the  Transvaal. 
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subsequent  to  the  date  referred  to.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  present  it  to  Parliament 
if  my  hon.  friend  will  move  for  it. 


Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  do  not  know 
what  the  numbers  may  be,  nor  whether 
snch  classification  is  possible. 

Transvaal  Bywonen- 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  can  state  the 
estimated  number  of  bywoners  in  the 
Transvaal. 


Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I 
take  to  make  an  estimate. 


cannot  under- 


Tiansvaal  Second  Chamber. 
Mr.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  High  Commissioner 
will  be  consulted  as  to  the  persons  to  be 
nominated  for  the  Second  Chamber  of 
the  Transvaal  (Jovemment. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  It  is  our  practice 
to  consult  freely  vrith  the  High  Commis- 
sioner on  all  matters  of  public  import- 
ance which  concern  the  territories  under 
his  charge. 

Manhood  Suffrage  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  GIBBS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  manhood  suffrage  exists  in  Cape 
Colony  or  in  Natal. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:    No,  Sir. 

British  Cotton  Orowing  Assoeiatiom  and 
the  India  Office. 
♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  he  will  present 
the  correspondence  between  the  India 
Office  and  Government  of  India,  and  the 
British  Cotton  Growing  Association 
which  has  taken  place  since  the  pre- 
sentation of  C  1982  of  1904. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  Morlet,  Montrose 
Burghs) :  The  Government  of  India  a 
few  months  ago  published  in  India  the 
correspondence   which   had  taken  place  < 


Indian  Conntry  Spirit. 
*Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  he  will 
communicate  to  the  House  the  results  of 
the  deputation  of  Major  Bedford,  I.M.S., 
to  investigate  the  avoidably  noxious 
properties  of  common  Indian  country 
spirit. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  ■  When  the  Report 
reaehes  me,  I  will  consider  whether  the 
Papers  can  be  presented. 

Assault  of  Sergeant  Maxwell  at 
Allahabad. 

*Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  if  he  has  any  informa- 
tion regarding  the  assault  committed  last 
month  hy  natives  of  Indi^upon  Sergeant 
Maxwell  at  Allahabad. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  No  information  on 
this  subject  has  reached  me. 

Bengal  Tea  Land  Assessment 
*Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  the  Govern- 
ment of  Eastern  Bengal  proposes  to  in- 
crease the  assessment  of  land  under  tea 
in  the  Surma  Valley  by  50  per  centum  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
tea  industry  has  suffered  for  years  past 
irom  currency  legislation,  war  taxation, 
high  duties,  and  increased  cost  of  labour, 
that  prices  are  low,  and  the  condition  of 
estates  in  the  Surma  Valley  unsatisfac- 
tory, he  will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
by  the  Government  of  India  as  to  the 
justice  of  such  increased  assessment. 


Mr.  MORLEY:  I  would  refer  my 
honourable  friend  to  the  Answer  I  gave 
to  a  similar  Question  in  this  House  on  the 
Slst  July.t  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  due  regard  has  not  been  paid  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  tea  industry,  and  I 
hardly  think  it  necessary  to  interfere 
with  the  discretion  vested  by  the  Law  in 
the  local  Government. 


beg 
Ind; 


The  Opium  Traffic. 
Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT-(Down,':N.) :  I 

to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State   for 
ia  what  steps  he  has  taken,  or  intends 


t  See  (4)  Debate*,  clxii.,  698. 
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taking,  to  give  effect  to  the  unanimous 
Vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  against 
the  opium  trafSc  between  India  and 
China. 

Mr.  MOELEY:  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  Answer  I  gave  to 
a  similar  Question  in  this  House  on  Julv 
17th,  as  to  the  action  which  His  Majesty  s 
€k>vemment  proposes  to  take  in  the 
mattor,  viz.,  first  to  ascertain  exactly 
what  the  proposals  and  inclinations  of  the 
Chinese  Government  are,  and  secondly, 
to  see  whether  they  can  in  some  way 
meet  those  views. 

British  Trade  in  Maaehnria. 
Mk.  LYNCH  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Bipon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
Stato  for  Foreign  Affairs  what  steps  are 
being  taken  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  safeguard  and  to  develop  British  com- 
mercitd  interests  in  Manchuria,  in  view 
of  the  importance  to  this  country  of 
neutral  markets  on  account  of  oiu:  Free 
Trade  principles. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  His 
Majesty's  Government  understand  that 
there  are  no  longer  any  restrictions  on 
the  movements  of  foreign  traders  or 
merchandise  in  Manchuria.  A  Consul- 
General  wUl  be  appointed  to  reside  at 
Mukden,  and  there  is  also  a  Consul  at 
Newchang.  It  will  be  their  duty  to  see 
that  British  traders  receive  the  equal 
treatment  with  the  nationals  of  other 
coilntries  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and 
to  afford  them  such  assistance  as  they 
properly  can.  A  few  weeks  ago  Mr. 
Hosie,  the  Commercial  Attache  at  the 
Pekin  Legation,  was  sent  specially  to 
Newchang  and  Mukden  to  report  on  the 
position  in  Manchuria. 

Disturbances  in  Persia. 
Mr.  LYNCH  -.  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stato  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
he  has  received  any  official  information  on 
the  subject  of  the  disturbances  in  Persia, 
especially  as  to  whether  any  persons,  and, 
if  any,  how  many,  have  taken  refuge  at 
the  British  Legation;  and  whether  he 
can  state  what  steps  are  being  taken  by 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  bring  about 
a  bettor  state  of  things  in  that  country, 
in  view  of  Great  Britain's  political  and 
commercial  interests  there. 


Sir  EDWAitD  GREY :  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  being  kept  fully  informed 
of  the  state  of  Affairs  in  Persia,  and  the 
latest  telegraphic  information  received  is 
to  the  effect  that  some  12,000  penons 
have  taken  refuge  at  the  British  legation 
at  Teheran.  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  urged  upon  the  Persian  Grovemment 
the  advisability  of  taking  immediate 
measures  to  put  a  stop  to  this  state  of 
affairs  by  giving  satisfaction  to  the 
reasonable  demands  of  the  refugees.  We 
have  been  informed  that  the  resignation 
of  the  Grand  Vizier  has  been  accepted  by 
the  Shah. 

The  Servian  Begicides- 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  what  precautions  have 
been  taken,  and  what  guarantees  have 
been  obtained,  to  enable  the  British 
Minister  at  Belgrade  to  avoid  coming  into 
contact  with  regicides ;  how  the  British 
Minister  will  be  able  to  carry  out  his 
duties  efficiently  if  he  avoids  all  relations 
with  regicides ;  and  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  corres- 
pondence relating  to  the  renewal  of  diplo- 
matic relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Servia. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  received  from  the 
Servian  Government  assurances,  whidi 
they  consider  satisfactory,  that  His 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Belgrade  shall  not 
be  brought  into  contact  with  regicides. 
It  does  not  seem  necessary  to  lay  any 
Papers. 

Morocco  Police. 

♦Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Foreign 
Ministers  at  Tangier  have  power  to  use 
the  police,  which  are  being  formed  under 
European  instructors  in  the  coast  towns 
of  Morocco,  to  stop  the  public  sale  of 
slaves  in  those  towns. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  The  European 
police  to  be  formed  in  Morocco  being  under 
the  Sovereign  authority  of  the  Sultan  will 
not  receive  directions  from  the  Corps 
Diplomatique  at  Tangier.  His  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Tangier  is  fully  aware  of 
the  importance  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  attach  to  the  issue  by  the 
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Sultan  of  stringent  orders  to  the  police  in 
the  coast  towns  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  traffic. 

*Mii.  ASHLEY  put  two  supplementary 
Questions  which  were  understuod  to  have 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  inspectors 
and  was  referred  to  the  General  Act  of 
the  Algeciras  Clonference. 

Bnropean  Land  Owners  in  Morocco. 
♦Mb.  ASHLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
the  recommendations  of  the  Algeciras 
Conference,  approved  of  by  the  Sultan  of 
Morocco,  have  in  any  way  altered  the 
conditions  under  which  Europeans  can 
obtain  titles  to  land  in  that  country. 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  Article  6U  of 
the  General  Act  of  the  Algeciras  Confer- 
ence, which  has  been  laid  before 
Parliament.  It  lays  down  that  in  con- 
formity with  the  right  recognised  as 
belonging  to  them  by  Article  11  of  the 
Madrid  Convention,  foreigners  shall  not, 
except  for  proper  reasons,  be  hindered 
from  acquiring  land  throughout  the 
whole  of  Morocco,  while  "in  the  ports 
open  to  trade,  and  within  a  radius  of  ten 
kilometres  round  such  ports,"  the  consent 
of  the  Sultan's  Government  is  granted 
"in  a  general  manner,  without  such  con- 
sent having  henceforth  to  be  obtained 
specially  in  respect  of  each  purchase." 

In  reply  to  a  supplementary  Question, 
Sir  Edward  Grey  said  the  Act  would  not 
hare  a  retrospective  effect,  and  conse- 
quently would  not  apply  to  land  sold 
at  Tangiers  before  it  was  passed. 

Diaqnieitade  at  Bengazi. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (North- 
umberland, Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  recent  msquiet  at 
Bengazi,  and  the  reported  refusals  to 
allow  European  travellers  to  pass  through 
that  district,  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  the  Commission  engaged  on  the 
dehmitation  of  the  frontier  at  Tabah 
being  employed  to  delimit  the  Tripolitan 
frontier. 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY :  A  proper  de- 
limitation is  desirable,  but  His  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  consider  the  present 


moment  favourable  for  extending  the 
scope  of  the  Commission  now  engaged  on 
the  Sinai  frontier. 

Mecca  Pilgrims. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON :    I  beg  to 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  conveyance  by  sea  of 
Egyptian  pilgrims  from  Egypt  to  Arabia 
is  made  a  monopoly  of  the  Khedival 
Steamship  Company,  while  natives  of 
other  countries  are  allowed  to  sail  from 
the  same  ports  by  other  lines ;  and 
whether  Sir  Auckland  Colvin,  formerly 
financial  adviser  to  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment, is  the  chairman  of  the  company  in 
question. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  Foreign 
Office  are  not  in  possession  of  any  informa- 
tion on  the  matter,  which  is  one  that 
primarily  concerns  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  make  in- 
quiry t  This  matter  has  been  going  on  for 
years. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  If  any  evi- 
dence is  brought  to  my  knowledge  of  the 
matters  injuriously  affecting  British  ships 
I  will  inquire. 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  :  And  other 
ships  also.  Is  it  permissible  to  give  a 
monopoly  for  the  benefit  of  English  ship- 
ping to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  shipping  t 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  presume 
the  interest  of  the  shipping  of  the  other 
countries  will  be  safeguarded  by  their 
own  Governments,  should  anything  be 
done  by  the  Egyptian  Government  which 
they  deemed  to  be  prejudicial  to  those 
interests. 

Seamen's  Bemittances— Deductions- 

Major   SEELY:    I   beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

whether  he  can  see  his  way  lo  remit  that 

part  of  the  charge  of  threepence  in  the 

g)und,  levied  on  the  remittance  home  of 
ritish  seamen's  wages  from  Hamburg 
and  other  foreign  ports,  which  is  now 
retained  by  the  British  Consuls  in  those 
ports. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  understand 
that  arrangements  have  been   come  to 
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with  the  Treasury  which  will  enable  ua 
to  give  up  the  part  of  the  charge  referred 
to,  which  amounts  to  twopence  in  the 
pound. 

Transvaal  Constitation. 
Mr.  GIBBS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  when 
the  Letters  Patent  will  be  issued;  and 
when  the  new  Transvaal  Constitution  will 
come  into  effect. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  No  precise  date 
can  yet  be  fixed  for  the  issue  of  the  Letters 
Patent,  nor  a  date  when  the  new  Con- 
stitution will  come  into  effect.  Every- 
thing will  be  done  to  expedite  the  matter, 
and  an  Order  in  Council  has  been  passed 
for  preparing  the  list  of  voters  by  adding 
the  fresh  voters  who  will  become  entitled 
under  manhood  franchise.  I  should  ex- 
pect that  the  elections  will  be  held  not 
later  than  the  beginning  of  next  year. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  asked  whether  the  Letters 
Patent  would  contain  any  restriction  on 
the  importation  of  munitions  of  war  into 
the  Transvaal  1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  No,  .Sir.  I  do 
not  think  there  will  be  any  departure 
from  the  ordinary  practice  in  the  case  of 
instruments  of  this  character. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square) :  When  will  further  Papers 
on  this  subject  be  laid  1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  replied  that  they 
would  be  out  shortly.  They  were  being 
gone  through. 

Death  Duties. 
Mr.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  amount  of  death  duties  has  been 
paid  into  the  Exchequer  each  year  during 
the  past  six  years. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  ASQUITH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  I 
would  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  table 
on  page  79  of  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Inland  Revenue  for  the  year 
1904-5  (Cd.  2033),  which  gives  the  Ex- 
chequer receipt  of  each  of  the  eleven 
years  from  1894-5  to  1904-5.  In  1905-6 
the  amount  paid  into  the  Exchequer  was 
£12,970,000. 


Discipline  in  the  Chnich— Cost  of 

the  Seport. 
Sir  J.  JARDINE  (Roxburghshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer if  he  can  state  approximately  the 
cost  of  the  publication  of  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  the  IMscipline 
of  the  Church  of  England,  including  the 
volumes  containing  the  evidence. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  total  cost  of 
printing  and  paper  is  about  £2,050. 

(Collectors  of  the  King's  Taxes. 
Mr.  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
collectors  of  King's  taxes  are  required  by 
the  terms  of  their  appointment  to  give  all 
their  time  to  the  duties  of  their  office ; 
whether  they  are  permitted  to  combine 
with  those  duties  the  ownership  and 
conduct  of  house,  beer,  coal,  and  other 
agencies ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  held  to 
be  in  the  public  interest  that  information 
obtained  in  the  course  of  public  duty 
should  be  used  by  these  officers  to  further 
their  private  concerns. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  Collectors  of  taxes 
are  not  required  to  give  their  whole  time 
to  the  duties  of  their  office.  They  may 
engage  in  other  avocations,  including 
those  mentioned.  The  use  of  information 
obtained  as  a  collector  of  taxes  for  the 
furtherance  of  private  interests  would  be 
regarded  as  a  serious  breach  of  official 
trust,  and  would  be  appropriately  dealt 
with  if  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue,  or  of 
the  General  Commissioners  of  the 
District,  as  the  case  may  be. 

German  Qipsies- 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  is  aware  chat  eight 
families  of  German  gipsies,  numbering 
seventy-five  persons,  lea  by  a  Bavarian 
named  Peter  Groi,  arrived  last  March  at 
Leith  from  Hamburg,  and  have  since 
been  a  source  of  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense to  the  local  authorities  and  people 
of  Glasgow,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Hull, 
York,  Leeds,  Wakefield,  Bamsley, 
Sheffield,  and  Manchester,  as  well  as  to 
the  intervening  districts  ;  if  he  can  state 
who  was  responsible  for  the  admission  of 
these  aliens ;  if  he  will  reimburse  the 
areas  concerned  the  costs  to  which  they 
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conference.  Possibly  it  may  be  desirable 
to  appoint  a  small  Committee  to  take  evi- 
dence and  report. 


The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  for 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.) :  The  bands  of 
German  gipsies  referred  to  by  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  presumably  form  part 
of  those  who  landed  in  Scotland,  as  he 
says,  in  March,  April  and  May.  When 
it  became  apparent  that  the  traffic  in 
these  aliens  was  being  organised  so  that 
they  could  escape  inspection  I  took  steps, 
as  announced  to  this  House  on  May  10th, 
to  secure  that  any  further  arrivals 
by  the  steamship  line  which  was  carry- 
ing them  should  be  subjected  to 
inspection.  Those  steps  were  successful 
in  preventing  any  farther  arrivals. 
The  admission  of  these  aliens  was  not 
due  to  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
officials  engaged  in  administering  the 
Aliens  Act,  and  that  Act  gives  me  no 
jurisdiction  to  deal  with  them. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  How  are 
we  to  get  rid  of  these  wretched  people  t 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  afraid  no 
action  can  be  taken  unless  people  inter- 
ested provide  money  for  their  passage  to 
the  Continent. 


London  Ambnlance  Serrice. 

Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  will  state  what 
action  the  Home  Office  has  taken,  and 
proposes  to  take,  in  reference  to  the 
^pUcation  of  the  London  County  Council 
for  statutory  powers  to  establish,  or 
aid  in  establishing,  an  efficient  and  rapid 
ambulance  service  in  London  for  deahng 
with  cases  of  accident  and  sudden  illness 
in  the  streets  and  public  places. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  been 
making  inquiry  as  to  ambulance  service  in 
London  and  elsewhere,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  well  if  a  conference  were  held 
at  the  Home  Office  between  the  parties 
mainly  interested  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
formal discussion,  and  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  may  be  able  to  take  part  in  the 


B^Jectiona  of  Aliens. 
Mr.  LUPTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  case  of  Zalman  Wein,  a  political 
refugee  from  Russia,  who  was  refused 
permission  to  land  by  the  officials  ad- 
ministering the  Aliens  Act,  also  to  the 
cases  of  Moses  Enighom,  Itzig  Levin, 
Sarah  Kamisar,  Cham  Sharogrofsky, 
Yankel  Truse,  Jacob  Pollack,  Sinuha 
Tusman,  and  other  similar  cases  all 
occurring  this  month;  and  whether  in 
view  of  the  denial  of  the  right  of  asylum 
in  these  cases,  will  h«  say  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  take. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  All  these  cases 
were  dealt  with  in  my  Answer  on  the 
30th  July  t  to  the  hon.'  Member  for  the 
Loughborough  Division  of  Iieicestershire, 
and  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  that  Answer. 
Both  that  Question  and  this  were  based 
upon  newspaper  statements  which  have 
been  found  to  be  inaccurate  in  many 
essential  particulars. 

Imprisoned  SnlBragisfc. 
Sir  WILLIAM  BULL  (Hammer- 
smith) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  is  now  prepared  to  recommend  the 
release  of  Mrs.  Jane  Sparborough,  one 
of  the  suffragists  sentenced  to  six  weeks 
imprisonment  on  6th  July,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  she  is  not  a  leader  of  the 
movement,  and  that  her  only  offence 
appears  to  have  been  her  reference  to  the 
word  "  Featherstone  "  under  Mr.  Asquith's 
window  at  a  time  when  all  the  crowd  had 
dispersed. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  make  any  recommendation  in 
this  case.  The  prisoner  can  obtain  her 
own  release  at  any  time  by  obeying  the 
order  of  the  Court,  and  in  any  case  her 
sentence  will  expire  on  the  I4th  inst. 

Hindustani  Interpreters  for  London 
Alisons. 

Mr.  ALDEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether,  in  any  of  the  London  prisons. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  olxii.,  431. 
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there  are  interpreters  who  can  speak 
Hindustani ;  failing  this,  whether  there 
are  Government  interpreters  at  the  docks 
who  might  be  sent  to  the  prisons  in  case 
of  need ;  and,  if  so,  how  many. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  There  is  no 
HindusWii  interpreter  in  the  London 
prisons.  The  few  Hindustani  prisoners 
who  are  received  can  almost  always  speak 
enough  English  to  make  themselves 
understood :  but  if  necessity  should 
arise,  the  Prison  Commissioners  would 
procure  the  services  of  an  interpreter. 

Herdumt  Shipping  Laws  in  the  Channel 
Islands. 

Sir  W,  J.  COLLINS :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  what  reply  has  been  received 
from  the  Channel  Islands  authorities 
in  reference  to  the  question  of  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Laws  of  the  United  Kingdon  to  those 
islands. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  so  far 
been  engaged  in  correspondence  with  the 
insular  authorities  on  the  subject  of  their 
law  and  practice  relating  to  navigation 
and  the  certification  of  pilots.  But  I  do 
not  think  they  will  object  to  pass  legisla- 
tion providing  that  every  master  of  a 
ship  must  be  properly  certificated,  and  I 
am  about  to  propose  to  them  oflicially  that 
this  should  be  done. 


Biver  Tay  Pilots. 

Mr.  WILKIE  (Dundee)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
is  aware  that  by  the  regulations  of  the 
Trinity  House,  Leith,  no  one  can  be 
licensed  to  act  as  a  pilot  for  the  River 
Tay  unless  he  has  had  at  least  three 
years  service  at  sea  in  a  square-rigged 
sailing  vessel ;  and  will  he  explain  why 
two  persons  have  been  appointed  who 
have  not  this  length  of  sea-service  while 
others  have  been  refused. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd-Gkorge,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  I  am  aware  of  the 
requirement  referred  to  in  the  first  part  of 
the  Question.  The  Trinity  House,  Leith, 
informs  me  that  they  are  unaware  of  any 
licences  having  been  granted  to  persons 
who  have  not  had  the  requisite  sea- 
service,  and  if  the  hon.  Member  will  give 


me  the  names  of  the  two  pilots  to  whom 
he  refers  I  will  make  further  inquiry  in 
the  matter  and  will  let  him  know  the 
result. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  Seeing  that 
steam  has  so  prominent  a  part,  will  the 
right  hon.  Genteman  see  that  their  sea- 
service  is  equally  divided  between 
steamers  and  sailing  vessels  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  I  will  look 
into  the  matter. 

Bailvay  Carriage  Doors. 
Sir  WILLIAM  BULL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether,  bearing  in  mind  the  number 
of  accidents  that  arise  on  our  railways 
from  insufficiently  fastened  carriage 
doors,  he  will  take  steps  to  compel  the 
various  railway  companies  to  attach  an 
outside  bar  or  fastener  on  every  rail- 
way carriage,  as  is  done  on  continental 
trains,  an  exception  being  made  in  the 
case  of  local  traffic. 

Mr,  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  The  Board  of 
Trade  are  advised  by  their  technical 
officers  that  the  provision  of  such  an 
appliance  as  that  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  be  desirable,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  tend  to  prevent  the  free  egress 
of  passengers  from  the  carriages  of  the 
train  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  Board 
have,  however,  from  time  to  time  been  in 
communication  with  the  railway  com- 
panies in  regard  to  the  use  of  inside 
handles  to  the  carriage  doors,  and  they 
have  recommended  the  abolition  of  sudi 
handles  on  all  trains  other  than  suburban 
trains.  The  matter  is  not  one,  however, 
in  which  the  Board  have  any  powers  of 
compulsion.  It  is  believed  that  the  greater 
proportion  of  the  accidents  caused  to  pas- 
sengers by  falling  from  trains  are  probably 
due  not  to  the  insufficient  fastening  of  car- 
riage doors,  but  to  the  doors  being  impro- 
perly opened  by  persons  in  the  carriages. 

Electric  Light  Undertakings  Audit 
Mr.  T.  DAVIES  (Fulham) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
ultimate  purchase  by  the  local  authtHities 
within  the  period  fixed  by  Parliament,  in 
pursuance  of  the  powers  given  him  under 
the  Electric  Lighting  Orders  Confirmation 
Acts,  granted  by  Parliament  to  companies 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1361 


Questions. 


{2  August  1906} 


Questions. 


1362 


in  the  Administrative  cotintj  of  London, 
he  will  appoint,  aa  auditor  of  the  accounts 
of  (uch  undertakings,  the  auditor  of  the 
Looal  Government  Board,  who  already 
audits  the  electric  lighting  accounts  of  the 
boroughs  holding  Orders  wilhin  such 
area,  or  whether  he  will  take  stepe  to 
assimilate  the  two  systems  of  audit  in 
order  to  secure  a  uniform  and  reliable 
basis  of  comparison. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  I  beg  to  refer 
my  honourable  friend  to  the  Answer  given 
on  July  31stt  to  a  similar  Question  whicb 
was  asked  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Camberwell.  If  my  hon. 
friend  has  any  suggestions  which  he 
desires  to  make  on  tne  subject  of  audit  I 
(hall  of  course  be  very  happy  to  consider 
them. 

Seamen's  Bemittancea— Deduction!. 

Major  SEELY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  can  see  his  way  to  remit  that  part  of 
the  charge  of  threepence  in  the  pound 
levied  on  the  remittance  home  of  British 
aeamen's  wages  from  Hamburg  and  other 
foreign  ports  which  is  now  retained  by 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  This  matter 
is  (till  under  consideration,  but  I  hope  to 
be    able     to    inform     my    hon.     and 

llant  friend  of  the  decision  before  the 

ouse  risesi 

Weat  Ham  Burgess  BolL 

Mb.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  ir^esident  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  public  notice  issued  by 
the  West  Ham  overseers  stating  that 
certain  persons  who  occupy  certain  parts 
of  houses  and  pay  their  rent  to  other 
persons  residing  in  the  same  house  were 
lodgers,  and  not  entitled  to  be  registered 
as  householders,  and  have  been  omitted 
from  the  burgess  roll  as  occupiers  for  the 
ensuing  year;  and  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  any  power  over 
the  overseers  to  compel  them  to  place  the 
names  of  all  persons  occupying  parts  of 
hooses  on  the  burgess  roll,  even  if  they 
pay  rent  to  persons  residing  in  the  same 
house,  in  accordance  with  the  Devonport 
appeal  case. 

t  See  (4)  Debate*,  clxii.,  681. 


Thb  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  I  have  seen  the  notice 
referred  to,  which  state^  that  in  conse- 
quence of  a  decision  given  by  the  West 
Ham  revising  barrister  last  year,  the 
overseers  have  omitted  from  the  list 
of  voters  persons  occupying  part  of 
houses  and  paying  rent  to  other 
persons  resident  on  the  premises.  The 
notice,  however,  informs  all  such  occu- 
piers desiring  to  be  registered  either 
as  householders  or  as  lodgers  that  they 
may  claim  to  be  so  registered,  and  that 
all  such  claims  sent  intto  the  assistant 
overseer  for  registration  before  the  20th 
instant  will  be  laid  before  the  revising 
barrister.  I  understand  that  the  over- 
seers consider  that  the  circumstances  at 
West  Ham  are  different  from  those  in  the 
Devonport  case,  and  that  at  West  Ham 
the  sub-tenant  is  in  most  cases  under  the 
control  of  the  landlord,  and  is  in  fact  a 
lodger.  The  correctness  of  the  view  taken 
by  the  oveneers  will  no  doubt  come  before 
the  revising  barrister  in  connection  with 
claims  made  by  persons  affected.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  no  control 
over  the  overseers  in  the  matter. 

Manitoban  Harrest  and  the  Unemployed. 

Mr.  fell  (Gt.  Yarmouth) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  haa 
been  called  to  the  great  harvest  in  pros- 
pect in  Manitoba  and  to  the  appeal  for 
20,000  men  to  help  to  gather  it;  and 
whether  he  will  in  connection  with  the 
committees  under  the  Unemployed  Act 
supply  the  men  to  do  at  any  rate  a  part 
of  this  work  instead  of  farming  at  Hol- 
lesley  Bay  or  other  farm  colonies. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  I  have  con- 
sidered the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, but  it  does  not  appear  that  I  could 
render  any  effective  assistance  with 
regard  to  it. 

Tuberculous  Outbreak  at  Ipswich. 

Mr.  PARKER  (Halifax) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  Report  of  the 
Ipswich  Board  of  Guardians  Farm  Com 
mittee,  dealing  with  the  question  of  tuber 
culosis  in  the  cattle  of  the  workhousfr 
farm ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  after  a    report  from   the  medical 
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officer  of  health  and  two  veterinary  sur- 
geons two  animals  were  slaughtered  and 
eight  others  have  since  then  been  con- 
dtjmned  as  unfit  for  food,  and  also  all 
milk  from  the  farm  prohibited  from  being 
consumed  in  the  workhouse,  he  will  order 
a  similar  investigation  to  be  made  in  the 
case  of  all  workhouse  farms  and  other 
farms  which  will  supply  milk  to  the  work- 
houses throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  am  in  commu- 
nication with  the  Ipswich  Board  of  Guar- 
dians on  the  subject  of  the  Report 
referred  to.        * 

West  Ham  Unomployed- 

Mr.  THORNE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
whether  he  will  at  once  consider  the 
advisability  of  making  a  substantial  grant 
from  the  Government  s  grant  of  £200,000 
to  the  West  Ham  Distress  Committee,  in 
consequence  of  the  poverty  in  the  borough 
caused  by  the  want  of  employment. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  I  am  giving 
consideration  to  the  subject  of  the  distri- 
bution of  the  ^ant,  but  I  am  not  at 
present  in  a  position  to  make  a  payment 
to  any  particular  distress  committee. 

Parliamentary  Gdant  for  the  Unemployed 
Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green 
S.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  desire 
expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the  London 
Central  Unemployed  Committee  that 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  House  in 
August  they  may  be  able  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  their  next  winter's  work; 
and,  in  these  circumstances,  will  he  inform 
the  central  committee  as  soon  as  possible 
what  sum  he  proposes  to  place  at  their 
disposal  out  of  the  Parliamentary  grant. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  The  subject  of 
the  distribution  of  the  grant  is  receiving 
my  attention ;  but  1  cannot  at  present 
say  when  1  shall  be  in  a  position  to  state 
what  amount  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  central  (unemployed)  body. 

Poplar  Union  Audits. 

Mr.  PICKERSGU.L:    I  beg  to  ask 

the  President  of  the  Local  Government 

Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 

-drawn  to  a  statement  given  in  evidence 


at  the  Poplar  inquiry  that  the  acoounu 
of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  Poplar  had 
been  regularly  audited  by  Government 
auditors,  and  that  on  no  occasion  had 
they  drawn  attention  to  any  contract  or 
price  as  improper  or  improvident ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisabiUty 
of  securing  a  more  efficient  audit  by  audi- 
tors instructed  to  call  attention  to  such 
matters  as  part  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  I  understand 
that  a  statement  to  the  effect  referred  to 
was  made  at  the  inquiry.  I  propose  to 
consider  whether  any  further  instructions 
should  be  given  to  the  auditors,  together 
with  other  matters  arising  out  of  the 
inquiry,  when  the  Report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor has  been  received. 


Penny  Postage  to  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
has  had  a  substantial  offer  with  a  bank 
guarantee  to  cover  the  loss  for  three 
years,  if  any,  of  establishing  penny  poet- 
age  between  Great  Britain  ana  the  United 
States  of  America;  if  so,  will  he  say 
whether  he  has  accepted  that  offer ;  an4 
if  not,  will  he  explain  why. 

The  POSTMASTER-GEXERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  The  correspondence  in  regard  to 
this  matter  has  already  appeared  in  the 
Press. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  But  why  did  you  re 
fuse  to  accept  this  guarantee  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Perhaps 
I  had  better  read  the  letters  sent  with 
regard  to  it.  (The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
then  read  the  letters  referred  to.) 

Mr.  MORTON  :  But  you  take  similar 
guarantees  with  regard  to  telegraph 
work. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Yes,  but 
that  guarantee  is  given  by  individuals  or 
localities  which  require  special  facilities 
that  would  involve  a  loss  to  the  Ex- 
chequer. This  is  an  entirely  different 
question — one  affecting  two  nations. 

Mr.  LUPTON  :  Still,  it  would  be  a 
great  convenience  to  the  public. 
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Stomoway  Mails. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General, in  view  of  the  fact  that 
during  the  last  nine  years  the  letters 
delivered  and  posted  at  Stomoway  have 
almost  doubled,  whilst  during  the  same 
period  the  parcels  delivered  and  posted 
have  far  more  than  doubled,  will  he  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  arranging  for  a 
faster  boat  to  be  placed  on  the  Stomoway 
mail  service,  the  subsidy  for  which  has 
remained  unchanged  for  a  great  many 
years. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Although 
the  amount  of  correspondence  for  and 
from  Stomoway  has  increased,  it  is  still 
reiy  small  compared  with  the  cost  of  the 
mail  service ;  and  I  should  not  be  justified 
simply  for  poatal  purposes  in  incurring 
the  heavy  additional  expense  involved  in 
order  to  secure  the  employment  of  a 
faster  steamer  on  the  service. 

Oape  Colony :  Duty  on  Oatalognes. 

Mr.  WALROND  (Devonshire,  Tiver- 
ton): I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  has  any  information 
to  the  eflFect  that  a  Customs  duty  of 
7d.  is  being  charged  on  each  cata- 
logue and  price  list  entering  Cape 
Colony  ;  and,  if  so,  why  such  information 
has  not  been  given  to  the  public,  thereby 
saving  inconvenience  to  the  numerous 
firms  doing  business  with  Cape  Colony. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Informa- 
tion has  recently  been  received  that  a 
duty  of  the  kind  has  been  decided  on ; 
but  in  reply  to  inquiries  for  full  particu- 
lars it  is  stated  by  the  Post  Office  of  the 
Cape  Colony  that  in  view  of  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  the  whole  question  of 
the  taxation  of  jKinted  papers  sent  to  the 
Colony  by  post  is  being  reconsidered  by 
a  Ck>Ionial  Customs  Conference.  The 
result  of  this  Conference  is  to  be  com- 
mmiicated  to  me  by  telegraph  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  and  in  the  meantime 
I  am  without  the  information  necessary 
for  the  issue  of  a  notice  on  the  subject  to 
the  public. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Poatmen's  OrieTancM. 
Mk.  HUDSON  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  PoBtmaater-General  if 
hJs  attention  has  been  called,  by  petition 
or  otherwise,  to  the  alleged  grievances 
of  the  postmen   of    Newcastle-on-Tyne 


respecting  the  introduction  of  drill 
qualification  as  a  necessity  for  appoint- 
ment to  the  position  of  assistant  inspector- 
ship of  telegraph  messengers ;  and 
whether  he  can  say  if  ordinary  postmen 
of  service  will  be  allowed  to  occupy  those 
positions. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  A  memorial 
on  this  subject  has  been  received  from 
the  postmen  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
The  question  raised  is  one  which  affects 
the  whole  coimtry,  and  not  Newcastle 
alone,  and  is  under  consideration. 

Post  Offlee  Uniform  Oontracts. 
Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  (Inverness 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether,  with  the  view  of 
encouraging  local  industries,  he  will 
consider  the  question  of  placing  at 
Inverness  contracts  for  the  furnishing  of 
the  uniforms  required  for  post  office 
officials  in  the  Highlands,  as  has  for 
many  years  been  done  by  the  Admiralty 
in  the  case  of  uniforms  required  by  it 
for  local  use. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Tenders 
for  uniform  clothing  are  invited  every 
three  years,  by  advertisements  appearing 
in  Scottish  as  well  as  English  newspapers. 
The  present  contract  was  made  this  year, 
and  no  tender  was  received  from  Inver- 
ness. The  next  opportunity  of  tendering 
will  be  in  1909.  It  would  not  be 
expedient  to  make  separate  contracts 
for  different  localities. 

Telegraidt  Poles— Creosoting;  Contract. 
Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  all  the 
posts  imported  from  the  Baltic  into  Scot- 
land for  use  as  telegraph  poles  are  landed 
and  creosoted  at  Methif  in  Fifeshire; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Inverness  would, 
so  far  as  cheap  transit  by  rail  and  canal 
to  the  north  and  west  of  Scotland  is  con- 
cerned, be  a  better  port  of  landing  than 
Methil ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  creo- 
soting plant  exists  at  Inverness;  and 
whether,  therefore,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  landing  and  creosoting 
at  Inverness  such  portion  at  least  of  the 
Baltic  posts  as  are  required  for  use  in  the 
north  and  west  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  Telegraph 
poles  are  not  this  year  oeing  creosoted  in 
Scotland.    Poles  for  use  in  Scotland  have 
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in  previous  years  been  creosoted  at 
Methil,  but  the  tender  received  for  this 
year  for  the  work  was  not  satisfactory. 
It  is  known  that,  at  Inverness,  as  indeed 
elsewhere  in  Scotland,  there  is  creosoting 
plant,  and  it  will  be  considered  whether 
when  the  time  comes  for  inviting  tenders 
for  next  year,  the  work  could  profitably 
be  done  there. 

Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  Mails. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General,  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  loss  and  incon- 
venience caused  to  merchants  and  planters 
and  others  connected  with  the  Colonies 
of  British  Guiana  and  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  Islands  from  the  absence  of 
regular  mail  facilities  since  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  West  Indian  mail  contract 
on  30th  June,  1905,  and  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  the  Boyal  Commission 
which  visited  the  West  Indies  in  1897,  of 
which  the  right  honourable  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  AfiFairs  was  a  member, 
emphasised  in  their  Report  the  importance 
of  the  establishment  of  cheap  and  frequent 
means  of  communication  between  the 
different  islands,  and  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
in  a  Minute  dated  14th  June,  1890, 
recognised  in  how  large  a  manner  the 
convenience  and  business  of  the  West 
Indian  Colonies  depended  upon  the 
punctuality  and  absolute  regularity  of 
their  communication  with  Europe  and 
with  each  other  he  will  state  what  steps 
it  is  proposed  to  take  to  remove  the 
present  cause  of  complaint. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  The  question 
of  providing  regular  mail  facilities  in  the 
West  Indies  is  receiving  careful  con- 
sideration, but  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  make  a  definite  announcement  on  the 
subject. 

Stomoway  Post  Office, 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General if  he  will  state  when  it  is 
proposed  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of 
a  new  post  oflBce  at  Stornoway,  which  was 
sanctioned  some  time  since. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  The  original 
plans  for  the  Stornoway  office  required 
modijication,  and  the  revised  plans 
are     now     under     consideration.      The 


provision  of  a  new  office  is  a  matter  of 
urgency,  and  I  hope  that  the  building 
will  be  begun  soon. 

Post  Oi&ee  SaTuutB  Bank  Frauds. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master (General  if  he  will  state  how  many 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank  depositors  have 
been  defrauded  during  the  current  year 
under  the  new  system  of  payment  on 
demand;  and  has  the  amount  lost  by 
such  depositors  been  made  good  by  the 
Department. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  During 
the  current  year,  fraudulent  withdrawsli 
on  demand  have  been  made  from  the 
Savings  Bank  accounts  of  39  depositois, 
the  amount  in  each  case  being  neoessarily 
less  than  £1.  The  total  lose  was 
£35  8s.  7d.  This  has  been  made  good 
by  the  Department,  except  in  sixteen 
cases,  where  the  depositors  elected  to  give 
a  discharge,  the  amount  so  made  good 
being  £21  Is.  7d.  The  total  amount 
withdrawn  on  demand  during  the  same 
period  was  about  £1,700,000,  and  the 
number  of  withdrawals  over  2,000,000. 

Mr.  J.  WARD  :  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  the  loss  was  made  good 
by  "  the  Department,"  does  he  mean  the 
Post  Office,  or  the  Post  Office  officials 
who  were  unfortunate  enough  to  make 
the  payments  1 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  think 
in  this  case  it  was  the  Department,  not 
the  employees. 

Bdneation  Ballots  and  Inquiries. 

Mr.  HICKS  BEACH  (Gloucesterahire, 
Tewkesbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  upon  whom  the 
cost  of  ballots  and  public  local  inqmries 
under  Clause  4  of  the  Education  Bui  will 
fall. 

Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  BirreLl,  Bristol, 
N.) :  The  cost  of  public  local  inquiries 
will  be  borne  by  the  local  education 
authorities.  The  question  of  the  ballots 
will  be  dealt  with  in  the  regulations  for 
ballots  which,  as  promised,  are  being  pre- 
pared and  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members 
on  Saturday  morning. 
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Bflfent  Street. 

Mb.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  it  is  proposed 
by  the  Clominissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests  to  rebuild  Regent  Street  with 
a  colonnade  on  each  side ;  and,  seeing 
that  the  original  colonnade  in  the  Quadrant 
was  removed,  as  it  was  found  to  be  objec- 
tionable and  to  render  the  shops  too 
dark,  and  that  colonnades  are  out  of  place 
in  this  dull  climate,  and  are  never  built 
now  even  in  the  city  of  Paris,  whether  he 
will  give  this  proposal  his  most  serious 
consideration  before  agreeing  to  it. 

The  financial  SFX)RETARY  to 
THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  McKbnna,  Mon- 
mouth, N.):  I  understand  that  there  is 
no  intention  of  rebuilding  the  street  with 
a  colonnade. 


Licene*  Compensation. 
•Mb.    CHARLES    ROBERTS     (Lin- 
coln) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  judgment  delivered  by  Mr. 
Justice  Kennedy  in  the  case  of  Ashby's 
Cobham  Brewery,  prescribing  that  com- 
pensation authorities,  in  fixing  the  amount 
of  compensation  payable  in   the  case  of 
refused    licences,  must    have    regard    to 
the  particulars  of  the  amount  of  trade  done 
on   the    premises ;    whether  the   Inland 
Revenue   would  be  willing  to  state  any 
particulars  known  to  them  of  the  amounts 
of  either  spirits  or  beer  supplied  for  a 
given  period  to  any  premises  the  licence 
of  which  has  been  refused,  if  any  com- 
pensation authority  asked  them  for  the 
information  in  such  a  case ;  and  whether, 
in  order  to  assess  the  ann*jal  value  of  all 
licensed  premises  for  purposes  of  income 
tax  under  Schedule  A,  the  Inland  Revenue 
intend   to  adopt  the    same    method   of 
ascertaining  their  real  value  as  is  pre- 
scribed  by    Mr.    Justice    Kennedy    for 
ascertaining  the  value  in  cases  of  com- 
pensation. 


*Mr.  McKENNA:  The  judgment  is 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue.  The  Inland  Revenue 
have  no  information  in  regard  to  the 
business  done  in  particular  houses 
which  would  enable  them  to  supply 
details  of  the  kind  likely  to  be 
of    use    to     compensation     authorities. 

VOL.  CLXII, 


The  Answer  to  the  third  put  of  the 
Question  is  in  the  affirmative — in  so  far  as 
resti  with  the  Board,  and  in  so  far  as 
they  may  be  able  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information  which  under  the  existing 
circumstances  they  do  not  possess.  The 
assessments  are,  however,  actually  made 
by  the  general  commissioners  of  each 
district  and  not  by  the  Board. 

Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS:  Surely 
some  of  the  information  could  be  obtained 
from  the  stock-books,  which  licensed 
victuallers  have  to  keep  and  which  are 
open  to  inspection  by  officials  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  1 

Siehmond  Park. 
Mb.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  speed  limit  in  Richmond 
Park  is  constantly  exceeded,  to  the  danger 
and  inconvenience  of  the  general  public 
and  to  the  injury  of  (he  roads ;  and,  if 
it  is  found  impossible  to  deal  with 
offending  motorists,  will  he  consider  the 
advisability  of  closing  the  park  to  motor 
traffic. 


[Fourth  Series.] 


♦The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Haboourt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  I  am  aware  that  the  speed 
limit  in  Richmond  Park  is  sometimes 
exceeded  :  from  the  fact  that  44  motorists 
have  been  summoned  and  fined  within  the 
last  three  months  the  hon.  Member  will  be 
satisfied  that  I  am  taking  steps  to  deal 
with  offenders.  I  am  not  at  present 
prepared  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
closing  the  park  to  motor  traffic :  it 
depends,  however,  on  the  conduct  of 
motorists  themselves  whether  some  such 
step  may  not  become  necessary. 

Oheshire  Cheese. 
Mb.  a.  L.  STANLEY  (Cheshire,  Eddis- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chairman 
of  the  Kitchen  Committee  whether  the 
Cheshire  cheese  supplied  in  the  dining- 
room  of  the  House  is  invariably  the 
product  of  Cheshire,  or  whether  it  is  an 
American  or  Canadian  imitation ;  if  the 
latter,  whether  he  will  undertake  that 
Members  asking  for  Cheshire  cheese  shall 
be  able  to  obtain  the  same. 

Mr.  JACOBY  (Derbyshire,  Mid.) :  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question, 
the  purveyors  (o  the  Kitchen  Committee 
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guarantee  that  the  Cheshire  cheese 
supplied  by  them  is  a  genuine  article, 
and  is  the  produce  of  Cheshire. 

Mr.  a.  L.  STANLEY  :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  instruct  the  waiters  in  the 
refreshment  room  not  fakely  to  inform 
Members  that  the  cheese  which  is  called 
Cheshire  comes  from  America  1 

Mb,  JACOBY  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  mistakes  the  statement  with 
regard  to  Canadian  Cheddar,  which  is 
given  with  the  one  shilling  dinner,  as 
applying  to  Cheshire  cheese. 

Mr.  STANLEY  :  I  have  not  mistaken 
Cheddar,  which  is  the  product  of  an  alien 
county,  for  Cheshire,  which  is  a  county  in 
which  I  take  a  little  interest.  The 
Cheshire  cheese,  I  was  informed,  was 
really  a  Canadian  or  American  imitation 
of  the  genuine  article. 

Mb.  JACOBY  I  Then  the  hon.  Member 
was  wrongly  informed. 

Wye  Salmon  Fisheries. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
in  1901-2  a  bye-law  was  passed  by  the 
Wye  Board  of  Conservators,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
prohibited  under  heavy  penalty  the  use 
of  the  drift  net  in  the  commercial  salmon 
fisheries  of  the  Wye  in  Herefordshire  for 
the  fixed  period  of  four  years  from  that 
date  ;  is  he  aware  that,  although  the 
operation  of  this  bye-law  has  proved 
disastrous  to  the  fishermen  formerly  en 
gaged  in  the  salmon  fisheries,  the  Wye 
Board  of  Conservators  have  re-enacted 
the  bye-law  for  a  further  period  of  three 
years  from  16th  August  of  the  present 
year,  and  have  applied  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  for  confirmation ;  will  he 
state  whether  he  has  received  any  peti- 
tions or  memorials  praying  that  his 
sanction  will  not  be  given  to  such  bye- 
laws  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  lay  them  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  before  coming  to 
a  decision. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  (Somer- 
setshire, S.) :  We  have  received  from  the 
Wye  Board,  of  Conservators  an  applica- 
tion for  the  confirmation  of  a  bye-law 


prohibiting  the  use  of  the  drift  net  in 
inland  waters  for  a  further  period  of  three 
years.  Certain  communications  have 
been  received  objecting  to  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  bye-law,  which  will  be  fuUy 
considered  by  my  noble  friend  before 
coming  to  a  decision,  but  it  would 
be  contrary  to  practice  to  ky  them  on 
the  Table. 

Sutherland  Piers  and  Harbonn. 

Mr.  MORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  necessity  of  getting  a  grant  of 
money  for  the  improvement  of  the  piers 
and  harbours  in  Sutherland,  so  that  the 
fishermen  may  be  able  to  carry  on  their 
work  without  undue  risk  and  danger. 

Thb  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  Under 
Section  4  of  the  Congested  Districts 
(Scotland)  Act  of  1897  money  is  available 
for  these  purposes,  and  the  Board  have 
made  grants  in  any  case  where,  after 
inquiry,  they  were  of  opinion  advantage 
commensurate  with  cost  would  ensue. 

Satherlandshire  Steamboat  Services- 

Mr.  MORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  establishing 
a  regular  steamboat  service  between 
Lochinvar  and  Thurso  and  intermediate 
ports  in  Sutherlandshire. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  The  proposal  of  my 
hon.  friend  will  be  laid  before  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  but  I  have  further 
to  inform  him  with  regret  that  a  steamer 
which  ran  during  the  recent  spring  fisb- 
ine  season  from  Loch  Clash  conveying 
fish  from  ports  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Sutherland  proved  an  almost  total  faflure. 

Dunblane. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  I  beg  to*  ask  the 
Lord  Advocate  whether  he  has  received 
from  the  town  clerk  of  Dunblane  a  list  of 
offences,  that  ate  committed  in  Dunblane, 
and  of  which  frequent  complaint  has  been 
made  to  the  Scottish  Ofiice  that  they  are 
not  being  dealt  with,  and  if  he  has  had 
frequent  letters  and  copies  of  correspon- 
dence submitted  to  him  on  the  want  d 
the  services  of  the  police  for  the  Dunblane 
Police  Court ;  and  whether  he  proposes 
to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 
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The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Shaw, 
Hawick  Burghs) :  I  answered  a  similar 
Qaestion  to  this  yesterday,  f 

Killafee  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  T.  SMYTH  (Leitrim,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the 
Estates  Commissioners  have  received  an 
application  for  reinstatement  from  an 
evicted  tenant  named  Dominick  Maguire, 
residing  at  Killafee,  Carrigallen,  county 
Leitrim ;  and  if  an  inspector  will  be  sent 
down  to  inspect  the  farm. 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  FOR 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Brycb,  Aberdeen,  S.) : 
The  Estates  Commissioners  inform  mo 
that  they  have  received  from  Dominick 
Maguire  an  application  for  reinstatement, 
and  will  have  the  matter  inquired  into 
by  one  of  their  inspectors  in  due  course. 

Costrea  Evicted  Farm. 

Mr.  T.  SMYTH:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state 
what  the  Estates  Commissioners  intend 
doing  with  an  evicted  farm  in  the  town- 
land  of  Costrea,  Mohill  rural  district, 
county  Leitrim,  on  the  Ruthven  Estate, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  Patrick 
M'LougUin,  and  contained  about  34 
statute  acres,  the  rent  of  which  was  X22, 
raised  about  the  year  1874  to  £29,  when 
the  tenant  bad  to  take  a  lease  for  31 
years,  owing  to  which  the  tenant  could 
not  avail  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  and 
asked  the  landlord  for  a  reduction,  which 
was  refused,  and  the  tenant  was  served 
with  a  writ  for  three  half-years'  rent ;  is 
he  awai-e  that  in  1884  the  farm  was  sold 
and  was  bought  in  on  behalf  of  the  land- 
lord for  £2 ;  that  later  on  in  the  same 
year  the  tenant  was  served  with  an 
ejectment  and  was  afterwards  decreed; 
and,  seeing  that  possession  of  the  farm 
was  taken  in  November  1884,  and  has 
since  been  in  the  occupation  of  the  estate 
bailiff,  and  that  last  December  the 
Estates  Commissioners  sent  down  an  in- 
spector to  inspect  the  farm,  as  the  former 
tenant  sent  in  an  application  for  reinstate- 
ment, and  that  the  estate  is  about  being 
sold,  will  the  Estates  Commissioners  get 
instrnctions  not  to  sanction  the  sale, 
unless  M'Loughlin  gets  the  option  of 
buying. 


t  See  ool.  1052. 


Mb.  BRYCE:  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners inform  me  that  having  inquired 
into  the  case  of  the  evicted  tenant  and 
carefully  considered  their  inspector's 
report  thereon,  they  decided  in  May  last 
that  the  case  was  not  one  in  which  they 
should  endeavour  to  effect  the  restoration 
of  the  applicant  to  the  evicted  holding. 

Ferns  School,  Wexford- 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N). :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the 
work  of  erecting  the  proposed  two  new 
schools  in  the  parish  of  Ferns,  county 
Wexford,  may  now  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  assume  that  the 
Question  refers  to  the  applications  for 
building  grants  for  the  Clologue  and 
Ballindaggin  schools,  near  Ferns  As  the 
Commissioners  have  now  been  authorised 
to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  appli- 
cations for  grants  in  urgent  cases,  the 
application- In  question  with  others  of  a 
like  nature  will  receive  early  consideration, 
but  the  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
they  are  not  in  a  position  to  give  an 
immediate  authorisation  to  commence 
building  in  these  cases.  The  Commis- 
sioners will,  I  have  no  doubt,  expedite 
the  matter  as  much  as  possible. 

Irish  Primary  Ednc»tion. 
Mr.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  he  intends 
to  make  any  proposals  to  remedy  the 
grievances  put  before  him  in  connection 
with  primary  education  in  Ireland ;  and 
if  he  can  give  any  indication  of  the  nature 
of  all  or  any  of  such  proposals. 

Mr  BRYCE :  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  add  anything  to  the  reply  which  I 
gave  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question  on 
this  subject  on  19th  July.^  The  questions 
involved  are  most  important,  but  they  are 
also  most  difficult. 

Boyal  Irish  Constabtilary. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  a  policy  of 
retrenchment  in  the  cost  of  the  constabu- 
lary force  in  Ireland  has  the  approval  of 
the  present    Irish  Government;    if   so. 


+  See  (4)  Debates,  dxi.,  408. 
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what  steps  are  being  taken  at  present  to 
carry  it  into  practical  operation ;  and  if 
the  Government,  with  a  view  to  economy, 
will  throw  open  the  positions  of  district 
and  county  inspectors  to  intelligent,  well- 
conducted  constables  who  have  gained 
their  experience  in  the  ranks. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  For  the  Answers  to  the 
first  two  inquiries  I  beg  to  refer  to  my 
reply  to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Birr  Division  on  Tuesday  last.f 
The  reply  to  the  concluding  inquiry  is 
that  every  alternate  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  district  inspector  is  given  to  men 
who  have  risen  from  the  rank  of  constable, 
and  promotions  to  county  inspectorships 
are  made  from  the  district  inspectors. 
No  change  in  this  respect  is  at  present 
contemplated. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Will  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  consider  the  desirability  of 
making  more  promotions  from  the  ranks  1 

Mr.  BRYCE:  That  Question  will  be 
considered  with  others. 

Second  Term  Bent  Appeals 
Mr.  murphy  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  in  the  several  cases  in  which 
second  terra  rents  were  fixed  by  the  Land 
Commission  since  1881  to  the  31st  March, 
1906,  the  old  rental  was  reduced  from 
je2,690,762  6b.  Id.  to  £1,728,600  158.11d.; 
whether  in  all  14,790  applications  to  fix 
first  and  second  term  rents  were  un- 
disposed of  on  the  last  mentioned  date 
by  the  Land  Commission  and  county 
courts  in  Ireland;  whether  he  can  take 
any  steps  for  a  speedy  hearing  of  these 
applications  so  as  to  ensure  that  purchase 
transactions  will  be  carried  out  on 
properly  fixed  rents ;  and  whether  he 
can  give  any  explanation  of  the  delay  in 
fixing  rents  by  the  Land  Commission  in 
the  cases  mentioned. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  The  Question  correctly 
states  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Land  Commission  recently 
presented  to  Parliament.  The  I^and 
Commission  inform  mc  tliat  during  the 
three  months  following  31st  March  last 
the  number  of  fair  rent  applications 
undisposed  of  by  the  Commission  was  { 
reduced  by  over  600.  It  is  no  doubt  very 

t  See  col.  7*22. 


desirable  that  the  fixing  of  fair  rents 
should  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
Land  Commission  are  not  taking  all 
possible  steps  to  that  end.  There  is 
every  reason  to  anticipate  that  with  the 
progress  of  land  purchase  the  number  of 
outstanding  applications  to  fix  fair  rents 
will  continue  to  diminish. 


Irish  Teachers'  Salaries- 
Ma.  MURPHY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  of  teachers  who,  having  completed 
a  two  years  course  of  training  in  1 900, 
are  now  paid  a  higher  rate  of  salary  than 
£63  per  annum,  inclusive  of  capitation ; 
whether  ho  can  also  state  the  number  of 
teachers  who  completed  a  two  years 
course  the  same  year  and  are  now  in 
charge  of  schools  having  an  average  of 
sixty  or  over  and  are  paid  at  the  rate  of 
£63  per  annum,  independent  of  capita- 
tion ;  and  what  reasons  are  assigned  by 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
for  this  difiference  of  treatment. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  The  Commissioners  of 
National  Educat'on  inform  me  that  they 
are  prepared  to  give  the  information 
asked  for,  but  it  will  take  some  little  time 
to  prepare.  From  the  wording  of  the 
second  part  of  the  Question,  the 
Commissioners  assume  that  the  word 
"  inclusive  "  in  the  first  part  should  read 
"  exclusive."  The  Commissioners  also 
assume  that  the  information  is  sought  for 
in  regard  to  male  teachers  only. 

Irish  Intermediate  Board. 
Mr.  BRYCE  asked  leave  to  explain  to 
the  House,  in  view  of  the  anticipation  he 
had  held  out  that  the  correspondence 
between  Irish  QoTemment  and  the 
Intermediate  Board  of  Education  would 
be  laid  in  a  few  days,  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
stating  that  as  the  members  were 
scattered  all  over  the  country  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  hold  a  meeting  to  draft 
a  reply  to  his  last  letter ;  and  the 
correspondence  therefore  would  not  be 
ready  for  some  time.  There  was  every 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
publish  the  correspondence  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment;  consistent  with  fairness 
to  the  Board. 
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Newca8tle*(0ounty  Down)  Foreshore 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  Lord  Annesley  holds  a  lease  of 
thc.foreshore  at  Newcastle,  county  Down, 
Ireland;  and,  if  so,  can  he  say  why 
others,  who  have  made  similar  applica- 
tions, have  been  refused,  and  on  what 
grounds. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEOEGE  :  Lord  Annes- 
ley  holds  a  le«se  from  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  certain  foreshore  at  Newcastle,  county 
Down.  Without  knowing  the  special 
applications  to  which  the  non.  Member 
refers  as  having  been  refused,  I  am 
unable  to  state  the  grounds  of  such 
refusal,  but  all  applications  are  considered 
on  their  merits,  with  special  reference  to 
the  interests  of  the  public.  I  may  add 
that  it  is  only  in  exceptional  circumstances 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  grant  leases  of 
foreshore  to  private  individuals  unless 
works  are  in  immediate  contemplation. 

Mr.  SLOAN  reminded  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  that  he  had  been  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  Board  in  regard  to  a 
particular  case  and  he  had  personally 
brought  it  to  his  notice. 

M«.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the 
incident  had  escaped  his  memory ;  he 
would  look  into  it. 

Belfiut  Dock  Aceommodatioii. 

Mr.  JOHN  red  MOND(Waterford):  I 
bag  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  correspondence  which  has  passed 
between  Messrs.  Harland  and  Wolff  and 
the  Belfast  Harbour  Commissioners  with 
reference  to  the  failure  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  provide  proper  dock  accommonation 
at  that  port ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Me»rs.  Harland  and  Wolff  have  stated 
that  within  the  past  seven  months,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  proper  dock  accommoda- 
tion, repairs  and  work  have  bad  to 
be  refused  by  their  firm  which  has 
resulted  in  a  loss  to  the  city  of  Belfast  of 
anything  from  jC200,000  to  .£250,000; 
whether  Meser^.  Harland  and  Wolff,  in 
view  of  the  position  maiters  are  now  in, 
h.ive  offered  themselves  to  erect  a  dock 
if  the  Harbour  Commissioners  >-ould 
supply  the  ground ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  this  loss   to  the  trade  and   working 


population  of  the  city  of  Belfast,  he  will 
take  steps  either  by  remedying  the 
present  exclusive  franchise  system  on 
which  the  Harbour  Commissioners  are 
elected,  or  by  other  means,  to  ensure  that 
so  large  a  sum  of  money  and  amount  of 
work  will  not  continue  to  be  diverted 
from  the  city  of  Belfast. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  understand 
from  the  Press  that  Messrs.  Harland 
and  Wolff  have  addressed  the  Belfast 
Harbour  Commissioners  substantially  in 
the  terms  described  in  the  Question,  and 
that  the  Comniissioners  have  replied 
that  they  are  using  every  possible 
exertion  to  expedite  the  works  in 
question,  and  that  they  are  prepared  to 
consider  any  definite  p^opo^al  on  the  part 
of  Messrs.  Harland  and  Wolff  for  ground 
to  build  a  graving  dock  themselves.  The 
Commissioners,  whose  coniititution  is 
fixed  by  Statute,  consists  of  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Belfast  ex  officio  and  twenty -one 
members  elected  by  a  constituency  of 
shipowners  and  ratepayers  voting  by 
ballot,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  have  no 
power  without  legislation  cither  to  vary 
that  system  of  election  or  to  compel 
the  Commissioners  to  take  the  steps 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member.  I  fully 
recognise  the  great  importance  of  this 
matter  to  the  tiade  and  mdustries  of  the 
city  of  Belfast  and  I  will  communicate 
with  the  Harbour  Commissioners  on  the 
subject. 

Mb.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  in  the  North  of  Ireland  in 
favour  of  assimilating  the  Harbour  fran- 
chise with  the  Parliamentary  franchise. 
Will  he  consider  that! 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  have  had 
no  reprosentationn  to  that  effect. 

BelfJEist  Stock  Exchange 
Mk.  MACVEAGH:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  state  if  the  Dublin 
Stock  Exchange  is  incorporated  or  has  a 
regular  exchange ;  and  whether  the 
Belfast  StOL-k  Exchange  Association  is 
incorporated  or  has  a  regular  exchange. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  Dublin 
Stock  Exchange,  Limited,  is  registcro<l  as 
a  company  in  Dublin  under  the  Companies 
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Belfast  Stock  Exchange  does  not  appear 
to  be  so  registered. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Belfast  Ex- 
change consists  of  a  small  ring  of  stock 
jobbers  who  never  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  business.  Would  it  not  be  in 
the  public  interest  to  hold  an  inquiry  1 


Mr.     LLOYD-GEORGE :      I 
received  no  information  officially. 


have 


Howth  Harbour  and  Ireland's  Eye. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) : 
I  bog  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  will  state  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  seeing  that  dangerous  rocks 
on  the  coast  are  marked  by  buoys  or  li^ht ; 
and,  if  any  authority  is  responsible, 
whether  he  will  direct  its  attention  to  the 
unsafe  condition  of  the  sunken  rocks 
between  the  mouth  of  Howth  Harbour 
and  Ireland's  Eye. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  Commis- 
sioners of  Irish  Lights  are  responsible  for 
lighting  and  buoying  the  coast  of  Ireland, 
except  within  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  of 
local  lighthouse  authorities.  As  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  place  where  it  is 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  that  a 
buoy  should  be  placed  is  or  is  not  within 
the  limits  of  the  Howth  Harbour  Light- 
house Authority  (the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works)  I  have  called  the  attention 
of  both  the  General  and  the  Local  Light- 
house Authority  to  the  allegation  as  to 
the  unsafe  condition  of  the  sunken  rocks. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  received  any  reply  t 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  Not  yet. 

Cork  Post  Office  Overseers. 

Mr.  a.  ROCHE  (Cork) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmatter-General  whether  over- 
seers in  the  telegraph  department  of  the 
Cork  Post  Office  frequently  act  in  the 
capacity  of  instrument  operators ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  a  like  system  obtains  in  the 
Dublin  General  Post  Office. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  Neither 
in  Dublin  nor  in  Cork  are  overseers  regu- 
larly employed  on  instrument  work,  but 


it  is  their  duty  to  be  ready  to  assist  at 
any  point  where  there  is  special  need  of 
their  services. 

Cork  Telephone  Operators. 

Mr.   a.  ROCHE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General   whether  his    atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  probability  of 
,  vacancies  occurring  in  the  female  opera- 
I  tors'  staff    attached    to    the    telephone 
I  department  of  the  Cork  Post  Office  in 
the  immediate  future;  and,  if  so,  will 
such  vacancies  be  open  to  competitive 
examination  and  due  notice  given  as  to 
date  of  examination. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  am  not 
aware  that  vacancies  are  probable  in  the 
I  near  future,  but  in  any  case  I  have  no 
I  reason  to  substitute  open  competition  for 
the  present  method  of  appointing  tele- 
phone operators  at  Cork. 

Cork  Telegraph  Staff. 
Mr.  a.  ROCHE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether,  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  the  numerical  sufficiency 
or  otherwise  of  the  telegraph  staff  at 
Cork,  he  will  grant  a  Return  of  the  waits 
recorded  in  that  office  as  having  been 

fiven  to  officers  in  communication  with  it 
uring  the  month  of  June,  1906 ;  and 
whether,  pending  such  Return,  tho  con- 
templated reduction  of  the  Cork  operative 
staff  will  be  deferred. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  ques- 
tion of  the  amount  of  force  requirod  in 
the  telegraph  department  of  the  Cork 
office  is  now  under  consideration,  and 
the  point  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member 
will  be  looked  into  in  connection  there- 
with ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  any 
advantage  will  be  gained  by  such  a 
Return  as  that  asked  for  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

Eillamey  Postmen's  Loads. 
Mr.  MURPHY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  any  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  to  relieve  the  post- 
men at  Eillarney  from  the  work  of 
carrying  very  heavy  loads  of  mails  from 
the  post  office  to  the  railway  station, 
which  is  a  considerable  distance. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  will 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  on  the  subject 
and  will  inform  the  hon.  Member  of  the 
result. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1381        Consolidaied  Fund         {2  AUGUST  1906}         Appropriation  Bill.        1382 


Dublin  Ordnance  Snrrey  Staff- 
Mr.  CLANCY:  I  beg  to  aak  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  Mr.  John  Fagan, 
late  of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  Dublin, 
who  was  recently,  after  eight  years  ser- 
vice, diBcharged  on  reduction  of  the 
establishment,  has  been  refused  the 
gratuity  provided  for  in  such  cases  by 
the  rules ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  explain 
why. 

SiB  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  Under 
the  Treasury  regulations  temporary 
civil  assistants  on  the  Ordnance  Survey 
are  only  eligible  for  a  gratuity  on  dis- 
charge or  retirement  if  they  luive  com- 
pleted seven  years  service  after  sixteen 
years  of  age.  Thb  condition  is  not  ful- 
filled in  the  case  of  Mr.  Fagan,  and  I 
regret  therefore  that  it  is  impossible  to 
recommend  him  for  a  gratuity. 

The  County  Magistracy. 
Mh.  BRIDOEMAN  (Shropshire,  Os- 
westry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
by  what  process  the  Lord  Chancellor  has 
ascertained  the  political  views  of  the 
existing  justices  of  the  peace ;  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor regards  the  preponderance  of  Con- 
servative magistrates  as  a  great  evil,  it 
is  proposed  to  impose  a  political  test 
upon  those  who  may  in  future  be  proposed 
for  appointment  as  magistrates;  and,  if 
so,  what  method  will  be  adopted  to  carry 
it  ont 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir 
H.  Campbell-Bannbruan,  Stirling 
Burghs) :  The  fact  that  existing  justices 
of  the  peace  in  the  counties  are  by  a 
a  very  great  majority  Conservatives  is 
notorious  and  has  never  been  disputed. 
What  the  Lord  Chancellor  regards  as  a 
great  evil  is  this  great  disparity,  and  be 
would  equally  deprecate  a  similar  dis- 
parity on  the  other  side.  The  question 
in  r^ard  to  a  test  is  evidently  not  put 
seriously. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  :  How  does  the 
Lord  Chancdlor  propose  to  make  the 
disparity  less  without  a  test  f 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  should  think  by  redressing  the  balance 
of  p(^tical  opinion  as  well  as  he  can. 


Mr.  BRIDGEMAN 
find  out  i 


Uow  is    he  to 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  finding  out  that 
which  is  notorious. 

THE  TRADE  DISPUTES  BILL. 
Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe)  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment, in  order  to  finish  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Bill  to- 
morrow, would  carry  the  sitting  if  neces- 
sary beyond  eleven  o'clock. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Yes,  Sir.  I  take  a  hopeful  view  of  the 
case ;  but  if  the  Committee  stage  of  the 
Bill  be  not  finished  by  eleven  o'clock,  we 
shall  continue  the  sitting  until  it  is. 


STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
foithwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


CENSUS  OF  PRODUCTION  [EXPENSES]. 
Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  provided  by 
Parliament,  of  any  expenses  mcurred  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Census  under  any 
Act  of  the  present  session  to  provide  for 
taking  a  Census  of  Production  (King's 
Recommendation  signified),  to-morrow. — 
{Mr.  JFhUeley.) 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 
Order    for  Second  Reading  [October 
23rd]    read,  and  discharged;   Bill  with- 
drawn. 


CONSOLIDATED   FUND    (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Major  SEELY  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby),  in  moving  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  three  months,  said 
he  would,  in  the  fewest  words  pos- 
sible, describe  the  present  constitution 
of  the  Committee  of  Defence,  and 
the    changes    which     he     respectfully 
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submitted  to  the  House  should  be 
made  in  that  body ;  also  the  present 
drawbacks  and  the  advantages  of  the 
proposed  change.  The  present  Com- 
mittee of 'Defence  was  formed  upon 
the  lines  laid  down  by  the  right  hon. 
Ckntl^inan  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  and  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  thought 
that  was  a  true  historical  statement  of 
f  icl.  In  1894  negotiations  took  place 
batween  all  those  interested  in  the 
matter  and  between  the  two  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  mentioned.  A  letter  was 
written  in  February,  1894,  suggesting 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
the  Empire  that  there  should  be  some 
such  body  set  up.  Under  a  Liberal 
Government  a  Committee  of  Defence 
was  formed.  That  Committee,  however, 
had  no  continuity  in  policy  for  it  kept  no 
continuous  record.  It  was  not  until 
1903  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  propounded, 
first  at  Liverpool,  and  then  in  the  House, 
a  scheme  for  a  great  Council  of  Imperial 
Defence.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
remind  the  House  how  great  were  the 
issues  involved  in  that  Committee.  How- 
ever much  we  longed  for  peace  we 
could  not  retain  it  except  by  a  readiness 
for  war,  and  this  readiness  could 
only  be  obtained  by  co-operation  through- 
out the  Empire.  In  1903,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  made  a  statement  to  the 
House  the  result  of  which  was  the 
adoption  of  a  Resolution  to  the  eflfect 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  the 
ever-growing  interests  of  the  Empire 
demanded  the  establishment  of  a 
Committee  of  Defence  upon  a  permanent 
basis.  After  discussion,  and  with  unani- 
mous approval,  a  Committee  of  Defence 
was  founded.  This  Committee  was  not 
quite  the  same  as  the  one  they  had  at 
present,  but  he  ventured  to  assert,  with 
great  respect,  that  neither  of  them 
fulfilled  the  purposes  they  were  designed 
to  serve.  What  ho  would  suggest  was 
that  they  could  not  have  a  proper  Com- 
mittee of  Imperial  Defence  unless  that 
Committee  included,  not  only  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Colonies  and  India, 
but  also  representatives  of  the  great 
political  Parties  in  this  country.  He 
was  aware  that  this  proposal  was  some- 
what novel  to  the  House,  but  he  would 
endeavour  to  show  that  it  was  not  novel 
in  other  countries  of  the  world.     This 


England  of  ours,  which  had  most  com- 
plicated problems  to  deal  with — greater 
far  than  any  continental  nation,  the 
United  States,  or  Japan — was  the  only 
country  where  great  matters  of  Imperial 
stategy  and  defence  were  the  sport  of 
Party  politics.  We  were  the  one  country 
of  all  others  where  all  must  co-operate, 
— Liberals,  Labour,  and  Tories  alike— 
if  we  meant  to  maintain  this  great 
Empire  under  its  growing  burden  of 
taxation  and  armaments.  The  modts 
Vivendi  with  regard  to  the  present 
Committee  seemed  to  diflfer  from  that 
of  the  previous  Committee.  As  he 
understood  it  the  Prime  Mi  lisler 
summoned  from  time  to  time  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  the  First  Loid 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  two  representa- 
tives of  the  Services,  bringing  with 
them  experts.  In  addition,  two  mem- 
bers had  been  co-opted  as  permanent 
members,  viz.,  Lord  Esher  and  Sir 
John  French,  gentleman  who  were 
fully  cognisant  of  all  matters  of 
defence.  He  had  made  some  inquiry  in- 
to the  methods  which  prevailed  among 
foreign  nations  who  had  far  less  reason 
for  such  Committees  than  we  had.  He 
found  that  in  Russia  they  had  followed 
England's  example  and  instituted  a  Com- 
mittee of  Defence  somewhat  on  the  same 
lines.  In  Germany  there  was  no  Com- 
mittee of  Defence  unless  it  was  the 
Bundesrath  which  also  included  repre- 
sentatives from  all  parts  of  the  Colonies. 
In  that  case  the  Emperor  was  supreme 
and  the  Prussian  Minister  of  Defence 
was  the  chairman.  In  France  a  com- 
mittee had  been  formed  upon  our  own 
lines  in  April  of  this  year.  That 
consisted  of  the  Prime  Minister,  as  chair- 
man, the  Minister  for  War,  the  Minister 
for  the  Colonies,  and  the  Financial 
Minister.  The  President  had  power  to 
preside  over  the  Committee  whenever  be 
thought  desirable.  He  (the  speaker)  had 
now  dealt  as  far  as  possible  with  the 
arrangements  made  by  foreign  Powers 
for  the  purposes  of  defence,  and  he  would 
point  out  to  the  House  that  whereas  all 
of  them  were  governed  under  a  party 
system  none  of  them  allowed  the  party 
system  to  completely  control  questioiis 
of  imperial  defence.  After  endeavouring 
to  show  what  was  our  present  system 
and  how  dangerously  it  differed  from 
those  of  every  other  country  he  would 
ask    the    attention    of    the    House   tQ 
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some  other  special  dangers  which  be- 
set OS  in  following  our  present  policj. 
The  present  system  was  to  the  last  degree 
wasteful,  inasmuch  as  there  was  nobody 
to  advise  each  party,  and  they  bid  against 
each  other,  and  made  proposals  involving 
large  expenditure  upon  the  Army  and 
the  Navy.  He  believed  that  half  the 
burden  we  bore  was  owing  to  the  com- 
petition of  political  parties  as  lo  who 
should  produce  the  best  scheme.  It 
made  for  extravagance,  and  what  was 
more,  it  made  for  confusion  and  ignorance 
in  the  public  mind,  and  ti  nded  to  produce 
war.  Most  people  in  the  country  could 
not  understand  questions  of  Army 
administration  and  could  not  follow  the 
system  of  Army  corps.  They  said  it  wai 
too  complicated,  and  puzzled  by  the  com- 
plication and  the  differences  of  experts, 
they  gave  up  the  effort  to  understand  our 
system  of  defence.  Arrogance  was  the 
prime  cause  of  war,  and  arrogance  was 
the  child  of  ignorance.  There  was  no 
curb  under  the  present  system  upon  war- 
like enthusiasm,  and  this  tended  to 
produce  war.  Our  parly  system  made 
the  CO  operation  of  the  Colonies  in  this 
matter  well-nigh  impossibe,  because  they 
resented  being  the  plaything  of  English 
political  parties.  Party  Government 
might  be  a  good  thing,  and  was  a  good 
thing  within  these  islands,  but  a 
party  caucus  was  a  bad  thing  with 
which  to  govern  the  Empire,  and  we 
came  up  against  this  bed  rock  difficulty 
when  we  went  to  our  Colonies 
and  asked  for  their  cooperation  and 
contributions.  He  thought  a  new  plan 
ought  to  be  tried  on  the  lines  he  had 
indicated.  No  doubt  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  would  say  that  the  first 
difficulty  was  foreign  policy,  upon  which 
strategy  depended.  To  that  he  would 
reply  that,  since  Lord  Salisbury  made  his 
famous  speech  about  the  wrong  horse, 
foreign  policy  had  been  removed  entirely 
from  the  realm  of  party  politics.  This, 
therefore,  was  a  peculiarly  favourable 
moment  to  attempt  the  plan  he  advocated. 
It  might  be  held,  again,  that  one  party 
might  be  for  economy  and  the  other  for 
extravagance.  Here,  again,  this  was  an 
opportune  moment,  for  everything  that 
had  happened  since  the  beginning  of 
this  new  Parliament  had  shown  how 
great  was  the  agreement  of  parties  on 
the  broad  lines  of  policy  in  regard  to 
economy.  The  constitutional  difficulty, 
he  admitted,  was  the  greatest  difficulty. 


The  responsibility  of  the  Cabinet  must  be 
maintained.  But  the  Committee  of 
Defence  was  not,  and  would  not  be,  an 
executive  body  and  the  centre  of  power. 
It  M-oidd  be  consultative  and  advisory, 
and  he  ur^od  tha.  it  was  vital  to  make 
that  source  of  information  ard  advice  as 
wide  as  possible.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  had  said  that  the  Committee 
of  Defence,  when  it  came  to  a  decision, 
did  not  bind  itself  or  the  Government  or 
its  successors,  but  was  a  source  of  infor- 
mntion  common  to  both  parties.  That 
being  so,  Cabinet  responsibility  remained, 
as  it  was  absolute  and  complete.  He 
believed  much  good  might  come  from 
some  such  scheme  as  he  bad  advoctited. 
Its  advantages  were  manife&t.  Firrt  of 
all,  there  was  the  advantage  of  economy 
if  we  had  a  continuous  policy  based  npon 
a  continuous  source  of  knowledge,  because 
we  should  not  fly  from  one  policy  to 
another  and  a^  party  would  not  waste 
millions  of  money  in  order  to  dish  the 
other  party.  Such  a  scheme  would  also 
make  for  peace  and  render  Imperial 
co-operation,  which  had  broken  down 
again  and  again,  possible.  He  was 
convinced  that  the  Empire  could  not 
continue  unless  it  was  held  together 
by  some  bond,  and  there  were  only 
two — mutual  profit  and  mutual  sacrifice. 

For  various  reasons  the  profit  basis 
was  inapplicable  for  the  moment 
to  this  Empire.  There  remained  the 
community  of  sacrifice.  If  we  could 
bring  the  Colonies  to  co-operate  with  us 
in  the  defence  of  the  Empire  he  was  con- 
vinced that  they  would  not  shrink  from 
responsibility,  and  there  would  then  be 
an  end  to  these  senseless  bickerings  as 
to  whether  the  Colonies  had,  or  had 
not,  subscribed  enough.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  oat  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  question  to  add  the  words  '  opon 
this  day  three  montha.'  "—{Major  Seely.) 

Qpestion  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
said  it  was  not  the  first  time  he  had  risen 
in  this  House  to  support  the  views  of  his 
hon.  friend.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  said  that  the  present 
Defence   Committee,   although   a   useful 
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one,  was  not  quite  so  effective  as  it 
might  be,  and  had  pointed  out  the  process 
by  which  the  Defence  Committee  had 
risen  from  its  embryonic  stage  to  its 
present  and  efiective  operation.  Lord 
Bosebery  recorded  his  idea  that  in 
regard  to  defence  there  should  be  no 
parties  but  only  one  great  Parliament 
representing  the  general  interests  of 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Empire. 
If  that  idea  did  not  take  with  the  British 
people,  and  this  idea  on  the  other  hand 
became  effective,  he  still  believed  that 
Lord  Bosebery  and  the  two  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  front  Opposition 
Bench  who  were  responsible  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defence  had  done  great  service 
to  the  Colonies  and  the  Empire  in  this 
regard.  But  our  Colonies  as  well  as 
the  present  Opposition  in  Parliament 
ought  to  be  represented  on  the  ideal 
Committee  of  Imperial  Defence.  It  was 
most  essential  that  the.  Colonies  should 
be  admitted  to  the  councils  of  the  Empire. 
A  good  deal  had  been  said  about  the 
non-contribution  by  the  Colonies  to 
naval  defence.  But  the  House  ought 
to  know  the  position  of  the  Colonies.  It 
was  true  that  the  Colonies  had  had  no 
education  in  matters  of  defence  until 
the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years.  It 
was  only  about  fifteen  years  since  that 
Australia  began  to  contribute  to  the 
Navy.  Canada  had  not  contributed  at 
all  to  the  Empire's  defence  until  this  year, 
when  she  had  taken  over  the  fortress  at 
Halifax,  and  had  become  responsible  for 
that,  which  had  previously  been  a 
burden  borne  by  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  reason  why  the  people  of  Canada 
had  not  contributed  before  was  because 
tiiey  were  a  continental  people  and  had 
no  idea  that  their  produce  had  to  be 
protected  on  its  way  to  this  country. 
The  statesmen  of  Canada  had  not  been 
educated  to  contributing  to  Imperial  de- 
fence. He  was  told  by  a  right  bon. 
Gentleman  in  Canada  only  recently  that 
all  the  Powers  in  Europe  were  vicing  with 
each  other  as  to  which  should  have  the 
largest  army,  and  that  it  was  simply 
national  glorification.  But  he  pointed 
out  to  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  that  if 
Canada  wanted  to  have  markets  for  her 
productions  in  China  or  Japan  and  prevent 
the  interference  with  that  open  door  by 
Russia  or  some  other  Power  we  must 
have  sufiBcient  power  behind  us  to  enforce 
Sir  Gilbert  Parker. 


our  claims.  The  right  hon.  Gentkinan 
admitted  there  was  a  good  deal  in  his 
argument.  He  could  assure  the  House, 
however,  that  the  change  of  public 
opinion  in  Canada,  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand  upon  this  question  within  the  last 
ten  years  had  been  enormous.  He 
appealed  to  the  Prime  Minister  to  con- 
sider very  carefully  whether  it  would  not 
be  well  to  invite  colonial  Parliaments  to 
appoint  permanent  representatives  to 
the  Defence  Committee.  If  the  Colonies 
were  admitted,  members  of  both 
great  political  parties  at  home  must  be 
admitted,  and  the  Government  should 
have  no  fear  in  entrusting  the  larger 
secrets  of  policy  to  the  Opposition  which 
might  confront  them  at  any  particular 
time.  There  was  such  a  high  patriotism 
in  the  House  of  Commons  that  this  con- 
fidence was  never  likely  to  be  abtised. 
So  far  as  the  Colonies  were  concerned  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  there 
should  be  constant  evidence  from  the 
Colonies  and  India.  ITiey  had  something 
like  it  in  the  Council  that  advised  tiie 
India  Office.  There  should  also,  so  far 
as  foreign  Powers  were  concerned,  be  a 
knowledge  that  should  be  common  to 
statesmen  on  both  sides.  He  believed 
economy  would  be  greatly  increased  if  a 
general  knowledge  of  policy,  which  must 
more  or  less  lapse  when  a  Government 
went  from  office  into  opposition  and  lost 
its  hold  on  the  entire  policy,  were  extended 
to  the  stat3smen  of  the  Opposition. 
There  must  necessarily  be  a  loss  to  the 
country  owing  to  the  fact  that  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  sat  on  the  front  Opposi- 
tion bench  were  without  information 
which  would  enable  them  to  see  the 
direction  of  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
They  could  not  admit  the  Colonies  unless 
they  admitted  the  representatives  of  botii 
Parties.  They  ojght  not  to  admit  the 
representatives  of  both  Parties  unless 
they  admitted  the  Colonies,  or  they  would 
be  without  that  great  scheme  of  co-opera- 
tion which  he  believed  was  the  idea 
underlying  the  actaon  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  as  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  tame 
in  establishing  and  inaugurating  this 
Committee  of  Defence.  If  that  were 
done  they  would  have  gone  a  good  way 
towards  lifting  the  Departments  con- 
cerned with  foreign  and  colonial  aSdiis, 
and  the  Navy  and  Army,  out  of  the  sphere 
of  acute  controversy.    He  did  not  believe 
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there  was  a  single  Member  in  this  House 
who  enjoyed  controveisj  so  much  that 
he  would  not  be  willing  for  patriotic 
reasons  to  sink  Party  for  the  moment  in 
order  to  secure  freedom  from  those 
acrimonious  debates  which  brought  gov- 
ernments into  diffici;lt!e3,  and,  after  all, 
wrved  no  purpose  ia  Parliamentary  life. 
Ucless  they  hr-d  in  Parli.-meatide  Is  they 
would  get  nowhere.  Many  ideah  that  hr.d 
been  considered  impossil^le  had  become  in 
the  end  practical  schemes.  He  believed  this 
one  would  come  to  pass  sooner  or  later, 
and  he  supported  his  hon.  friend  in 
pressirg  upon  the  Government  the  ad- 
visibility  of  accepting  his  view. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) : 
The  question  raised  by  the  two  hon. 
Gentlemen,  everybody  will  admit,  is  of 
the  supremest  interest  and  importance  to 
the  well-being  of  the  Empire.  Obviously 
both  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
opposite  and  my  hon.  friend  have  been 
equally  animated  by  a  single-minded 
desire  for  the  welfare  of  the  Empire  as  a 
whole.  They  have  not  been  advocating 
any  mere  Party  question,  and  they  have 
not  looked  at  the  subject  under  discussion 
from  any  narrow  standpoint.  The  hon. 
and  gallai  t  Gentleman  opposite  surveyed 
the  rise  aid  growth  of  the  existing  Com- 
mittee of  Defence,  which  he  told  us  had 
been  of  great  interest  to  himself  and 
others,  and  he  mentioned  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  who  has 
been  very  keenly  anxious  to  see  some 
machinery  tried  for  dealing  with  these 
great  subjects.  Twelve  years  ago,  as  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Grentleman  reminded  us, 
the  subject  was  in  its  infancy.  I  do  not 
know  that  my  ideas  have  undergone  any 
fundamental  change.  It  is  the  fact  that 
since  then  the  Committee  of  Defence,  not 
precisely  on  the  old  lines,  was  established 
during  the  period  when  I  was  in  office.  I 
am  not  sure  that  the  character  of  that 
Committee  is  even  now  perfectly  under- 
stood by  the  House  or  by  the  public.  I 
do  not,  in  the  first  instance,  regcird  it  as  in 
any  sense  an  alternative  either  for  Cabinet 
rule  or  Cabinet  responsibility.  The  Cabi- 
net of  the  day  1%  and  must  remain  re- 
sponsible for  the  whole  policy  of  the 
country,  whether  it  be  connected  with 
the  size  of  our  armaments,  the  manage- 
ment of  our  Colonial  affairs,  or  the  direc- 
tion of  our  foragn  policy.    But  I  go 


further,  than  that,  and  siy  that  the 
Committee  of  Defence  cannot  really  be 
dissociated  to  the  extent  my  hon.  friends 
imagine  from  the  Ministers  of  the  day 
who  are  directly  responsible  to  this  House. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  told  us 
that  in  making  the  Prime  Minister  head 
of  the  Defence  Committee  we  were  vio- 
lating the  practice  which  had  been 
universally  observed  in  foreign  countries, 
because,  he  argued,  the  Prime  Minister 
of  the  day  is  a  Party  leader,  the  head  of 
a  Party  opposed  to  another  Party,  and  if 
you  put  him  at  the  head  of  the  Defence 
Committee  without  the  co-operation  of 
the  other  Party  you  make  that  Committee 
what  the  Cabinet  by  common  avowal  is, 
and  must  be,  a  Party  organisation.  The 
Committee  ought,  on  the  contrary,  so 
runs  the  argument,  to  be  above  Party. 
I  would  ask,  in  the  first  place,  whether  it 
be  really  true  that  foreign  nations  have 
been  able  to  eliminate  this  element  of  the 
Party  system  from  their  Defence  Com- 
mittees. I  gather  that  we  are  to  a  large 
extent  the  initiators  of  this  policy,  and 
that  other  countries  have  followed  in  oui 
footsteps,  if  I  may  say  so — a  great  com- 
pliment to  the  work  we  have  endeavoured 
to  carry  out.  But  in  following  in  our  foot- 
steps have  they  been  able  to  avoid  what 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  regards  as 
a  grave  danger  and  serious  evil  ?  I  am 
not  sure  that  he  has  made  out  his  case 
on  that  point.  There  is  no  exact  parallel 
between  the  position  in  the  United  States, 
for  example,  or  the  French  Republic, 
and  the  position  of  the  British  Prime 
Minister.  Neither  is  there  any  exact 
parallel  between  the  position  of  ao  care- 
fully constitutional  a  Monarchy  as  ours 
has  become  and  any  foreign  Monarchy 
I  know  of.  It  is  rather  dangerous  to 
make  comparisons  where  an  exact  parallel 
is  not  possible.  I  will  venture  to  suggest 
two  things.  I  do  not  believe  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  can  avoid 
having  a  Party  side  to  his  duties — ^he 
is  elected  by  a  Party.  He  has,  of  course, 
great  national  obligations  which  over- 
power the  Party  aspect  of  his  position, 
but  I  imagine  it  is  never  wholly  and 
absolutely  eliminated.  On  the  one  side, 
then,  there  must  remain  some  Party 
element  in  the  position  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  other, 
am  I  not  right  in  saying  that  the  position 
of  Prime  Minister  of  this  country  is  not 
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wholly  Party  ?    I    do  not  believe  any 
Prime    Ministei    has    ever    considered 
himself  as  merely  a  Party  leader.    He 
is  a  Part}  leader,  he  fights  for  his  Party, 
and  in  the  nature  of  the  case  indulges 
in  the  day-to-day  polemic  of  Party  war- 
fare ;    but  every  Prime  Minister  is  and 
must  consider  himself  as  the  representa- 
tive, not  merely  of  his  Party,  but,  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 
This  is  an  aspect  in  our  affairs  which  the 
Opposition  of  the  day  are  quite  ready 
to    acknowledge,    and    which    we    are 
anxious  to  see  as  far  as  possible  main- 
tained.   It  would,  I  think,  be  a  great 
travesty  of  the  British  Constitution  to 
say  that  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  day 
is  merely  aParty  leader,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  an  accurate  representation  of  an} 
Party  Government  to  say  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  this  or  that  Republic  can  wholly 
remove  himself  from  Party  ties.    The 
second  comment  I  have  to  make  is  that, 
as  far  as  my  judgment  and  knowledge 
go,   the    hon.   and   gallant    Gentleman 
has  exaggerated  the  Party  aspect  of  the 
Committee's  work.    He  told  us  that  one 
great  cause  of  the  increasing  cost  of 
armaments  in  thb  country  or  France 
is  the  rivalry  between  two  Parties,  each 
of  which  comes  into  power  resolved  to 
find  some  scheme  difEerent  from  that  of 
its  predecessors,  and  better,  but  which 
it  costs  a  great  deal  of  money  to  put  in 
operation.    I    believe    that    would    be 
an  entire  misrepresentation  of  the  atti- 
tude of  successive  Governments.    I  am 
not  going  to  minimise  any  differences 
there  may  be  on  questions  of  armaments 
on  the  two  sides  of  the  House ;    but, 
depend  upon  it,  there  never  was  a  Govern- 
ment in  the  world  who  wished  to  spend 
money  simply  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring some  brilliant  and  popular  change 
in  order  to  eclipse  what  their  rivals  had 
done,  and  to  claim  some  special  credit 
for  it.    There  may  be  some  Gentlemen 
in  this  House  who  may  be  under  the 
impression  that  sometimes  gets  abroad, 
that  Governments  like  expenditure.     No 
Government  does.    There  may  be  ex- 
travagant Governments,  or  Governments 
that  are  accused  of  extravagance ;    but 
there  never  has  been  a  Government  in 
the  world  which  liked  spending  money, 
because  nothing  is  so  embarrassing  to  a 
Government,  or  produces  such  inlernal 
Mr.  A.  J.  Dal/our. 
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friction  in  a  Government.    Nothing  pro- 


duces such  difficulty  in  this  House  or 
such  unpopularity  in  the  country.    Let 
hon.  Gentlemen  put  it  out  of  their  minds 
that    any    Government    would    be   so 
absolutely  idioLic  as  heavily  to  burden 
their  finances,  not  for  something  that 
is  of  Imperial  importance,   but   merely 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  produce  popu- 
larity  on   the   platform.    I,    therefore, 
venture  to   say  that   inasmuch   as  no 
Government     indulge    in     expenditure 
merely  for  the  sake  of  expenditure,  yon 
do  not  avoid   expenditure   by   putting 
members   of   the    Opposition,    whether 
Radical   or   Unionist,   on   the    Defmce 
Committee.    Then  comes  the  question, 
how  are  you  going  to  work  this  extended 
body  ?    As  I  conceive  the  Committee 
of  Defence,  it  is  a  body  summoned  by 
the   Prime   Minister  to   assist    him  in 
dealing  with  matters  that  are  outside 
the  purview  of  any  single  Department, 
and  it  is  his  business  to  decide  the  heads 
of  what  Departments  and  what  experts 
are  to  be  summoned  to  a  meeting  of  the 
Defence  Committee.    It   is    quite    true 
that   the   Parliamentary   heads   of  the 
Army  and   Navy  and  the  experts  of 
those  two  Departments  must  be  sum- 
moned, because  almost  every  questicm 
of  Imperial  defence  and  strategy  closely 
touches  both  of  them.    But  it  is  not 
always  necessary  to  summon,  for  instance, 
the  Foreign   Minister,   who   is   perhaps 
the  hardest  worked  of  all  Ministers.    If 
some  matter  arises  which  touches  him, 
of  course  he  comes.     It  is  the  same  with 
the   head   of   the   Colonial    Office.    To 
always  summon  the  beads   of  all  the 
Departments    to    the    meetings    of    the 
Defence  Committee  would   be  a  waste 
of  time  and  labour.    There  is  that  elasti- 
city in  the  constitution  of  the  Defence 
Committee,  as  I  conceive  it,  by  which 
the  Prime  Minister  may  decide  for  him- 
self whose   advice  he  will  ask  for  as 
occasions   arise.    That   being   the  con- 
stitution of  the  Defence  Committee,  so 
far   as  this  country   is  concerned,  the 
question  comes,  what  is  its  relation  to 
the  Colonies  ?    Of  course,  I  think  the 
Colonies   should   have   at   command  a 
place  on  the  Defence  Committee,  and 
that  place  is  open  to  them  as  the  Defence 
Committee  is  now  constituted. 
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Majob  SEELT  :  They  will  not  come. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  But  they  have 
come.  We  had  a  liinister  from  Canada 
who  gave  ub  most  valuable  information 
on  certain  aspects  of  the  military  defence 
of  Canada.  I  remember  also  that  the 
Australian  Colonies  consulted  us  on 
matters  of  defence,  and  we  were  able  to 
give  them  assistance  for  which  they  were 
very  grateful.  I  quite  agree  that  the 
representatives  of  the  Colonies  would  not 
come  habitually.  There  is  no  need  that 
they  should  come  habitually.  Remember 
that  the  interest  of  the  great  self-govern- 
ing Colonies  in  the  question  of  Imperial 
defence  is  largely  naral ;  and  if  they  are 
assured  that  we  are  keeping  up  an 
adequate  Navy,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned 
we  protect  them  from  all  over-sea  dangers 
which  they  have  to  fear.  Of  this  I  am 
confident,  however  you  may  model  or 
remodel  your  Defence  Committee,  you 
will  never  induce  the  Colonies  to  give 
us  here  complete  control  over  the  mihtary 
forces  which  they  maintain  and  for  which 
they  pay.  We  must  accept  facts.  There 
is  no  use  kicking  against  the  pricks.  We 
must  adapt  our  military  system  to  what 
is  the  ultimate  constitutional  necessity 
of  the  Empire.  That  of  course,  makes  it 
less  important  that  the  Colonies  should 
have  permanent  Members  on  the  Defence 
Committee ;  but  if  ever  an  emergency 
arises  in  which  they  wish  to  co-operate 
with  us  the  Defence  Committee,  as  at 
present  constituted,  can  adopt  the  means 
precisely  suited  to  meet  that  emergency. 
Therefore,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the 
gains  which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
anticipates  from  his  proposed  reconstitu- 
tion  of  the  Defence  Committee  are  at  all 
likely  to  be  attained  by  it,  while  the 
change  itself  would  carry  with  it  evils 
of  a  special  character.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  desires  that  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  should  once  a  week 
sit  among  the  Ministers  of  the  Government 
to  which  he  is  opposed  and  share  their 
most  intimate  counsels  and  some  of  the 
most  diflBcult  problems  with  which  they 
can  concern  themselves. 

Majob  SEELY  :  I  hope  I  may  explain 
that  that  was  not  my  suggestion  at  all. 
That  position,  of  course,  would  be 
ridiculous.  What  I  contemplated  is  that 
the  Leader  of  the  Oppootion  should  sit 


on  the  Defence  Committee,  say  every 
three  months,  not  to  discuss  detuls  as  to 
single  battalions  or  single  ships,  but 
questions  of  great  LnperiaJ  strategy. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Grentleman  does  not  quite  appre- 
hend the  character  of  the  work  done  by 
the  Committee  of  Defence.  It  never 
discusses  single  ships  or  single  battaUons. 
These  are  questions  for  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  and  the  War  Secretary. 
Even  when  we  determined  to  make  a 
change  in  Army  armaments,  deciding 
that  there  should  be  two  types  of  guns — 
18-pounders  and  15-pounders — the  matter 
never  came  before  the  Committee  of 
Defence.  It  was  decided  by  the  Cabinet 
on  the  advice  of  the  War  Minister  and  the 
experts  of  the  Department.  The  question 
intimately  concerned  Imperial  defence 
in  one  sense ;  bat  it  did  not  belong  to  the 
class  of  questions  which,  I  think,  can  with 
advantage  be  brought  before  the  Defence 
Committee.  If  the  great  problem,  as  I 
conceive  it  to  be,  of  the  defence  of  the 
North-West  frontier  of  India  should 
arise,  you  could  not  deal  with  it  by  itself. 
It  could  only  be  dealt  with  in  co-operation 
between  the  Home  Government  and 
the  Indian  Government.  Therefore,  it 
comes,  in  my  view,  within  the  purview 
of  the  Defence  Committee.  I  can  well 
understand  also  that  the  Defence  Com- 
mittee might  be  asked  to  consider 
or  reconsider  such  a  problem  as  the 
two- Power  standard  for  naval  defence, 
for  it  is  a  question  that  touches  so  many 
interests  that  it  cannot  properly  be 
regarded  solely  as  a  naval  question.  The 
Committee  of  Defence  never  has  been, 
and  never  ought  to  be,  concerned  with  the 
small  matters  of  Departmental  adminis- 
tration. But  does  not  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  see  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  work  his  system  imder 
which  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  is  to 
be  called  in  by  the  Government  every 
three  months  to  discuss  big  questions  of 
Imperial  defence  and  strategy  1  Just 
consider  what  the  position  would  be  if  I 
were  called  in  for  consultation  by  the 
Government  during  the  past  six  months. 
There  is  no  doctrine  more  clear  than 
that  it  is  the  gravest  mistake  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  your  regular 
forces  until  the  expansible  Army  on 
which  you  have  to  rely  in  the  event  of  a 
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audden  struggle   for  national  existence  ■ 
is  in  working  order.    The  Government 
take  exactly  the  opposite  view.    They 
are  sanguine  that  they  will  be  able  to 
find  an  expansible  Army. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldanb,  Haddington)  indi- 
cated dissent. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Well  I  can  only 
read  their  speeches  in  our  three  Parlia- 
mentary debates  as  meaning  that  the 
Government  have  absolutely  resolved 
that  the  Regular  Army  is  to  be  largely 
diminished,  although  liey  have  not  got 
anything  like  an  expansible  Army. 
Suppose  I  had  been  present  at  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  great  question,  I  should 
have  urged  on  the  Defence  Committee 
what  I  am  now  urging.  I  «hould  be  able 
to  cross-examine  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
We  shoidd  not  agree,  and  I  should  come 
down  to  the  House  armed,  illegitimately 
armed,  with  all  the  information  which 
I  had  been  able  to  extract  from  them  and 
their  experts.  I  should  be  in  a  false 
position,  and  I  feel  quite  sure  they  would 
be ;  and  I  do  not  think  for  a  moment 
they  would  have  accepted  any  person 
on  the  Committee,  knowing  that  his 
views  diflered  so  profoundly  from  their 
views,  who  would  have  every  chance  of 
forging  weapons  in  their  inner  councib 
by  which  to  attack  them.  Supposing 
I  had  been  present  diiring  the  last 
few  months  when  naval  policy  was 
under  discussion,  and  finding  that  the 
Prime  Minister  did  no*^  hold  the  two- 
Power  standcrd  in  the  same  sense  that 
I  do,  which  I  believe  is  the  fact.  The 
two-Power  standard  of  naval  strength 
as  I  imderstand  it,  is  that  we  ought  to 
have  a  Navy  equal  to  deal  effectively 
with  any  two  Powers  that  can  be  brought 
against  us.  In  my  view  that  means 
a  Navy  not  strictly  and  mathematically 
equal  to  two  other  great  naval  Powers, 
but  a  Navy  with  that  margin  of  safety 
without  which  you  could  not  with 
serenity  enter  on  a  struggle  on  which  the 
very  existence  of  the  country  depends 
That  is  not  the  view  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
His  view,  as  I  understand  it,  is  that  the 
idea  that  Prance  and  Germany  would 
ever  combine  against  us  is  so  remote 
that  you  may  put  it  out  of  account. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


That  is  an  interpretation  of  the  two- 
Power  standard  absolutely  different  from 
the  way  I  look  at  it,  and  one  most  mena- 
cing to  the  safety  of  the  country.  The 
idea  of  imagining  that  international 
friendships  are  of  s?  permanent  a  character 
that  you  may  put  aside  absolutely  the 
idea  that  your  friend  of  to-day  may  not 
be  your  enemy  to-morrow  is  not  »n 
adequate  basis  of  national  defence.  I 
say  you  must  go  beyond  mere  probability. 
If  you  ask  me  my  opinion  upon  foreign 
relations,  I  should  say  it  is  most  im- 
probable that  we  should  be  at  war  with 
France  and  Germany  combined  in  the 
next  two  or  three  years ;  yet  I  say, 
nevertheless,  that  to  put  ourselves  at 
the  mercy  of  a  coalition  of  thoje  two 
Powers,  evei'  if  it  be  an  improbable 
contingency,  is  insanity"  from  the  point 
of  view  of  Imperial  defence.  Bat  that 
is  the  view  of  the  Prime  Minister.  And 
how  is  it  possible  that  people  who  differ 
so  fundamentally  as  he  and  I  upon  that 
quesfion  could  possibly  come  to  any 
useful  agreement  sitting  round  a  tabh  ? 
The  Government  have  given  two  abso- 
Iut3ly  inconsistent  accounts  in  the  tvo 
Houses  of  why  they  have  dimini  h'>J 
their  shipbuilding  programme.  In  th's 
House  the  explanation  vouchsafed  had 
something  to  do  with  The  Hague  Con- 
ference, and  for  the  rest  it  was 
entirely  based  on  the  opinion  of  the 
Naval  Lords,  of  which  no  account  was 
really  given.  It  appears  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  First  Lord  in  another  place 
that  the  diminution  was  not  concerned 
with  The  Hague  Conference,  but  that  the 
Admiralty  were  not  satisfied  with  some 
of  their  plans,  and  they  wanted  to  try 
further  experiments.  They  were  two 
quite  different  accounts.  On  this  Ques- 
tion of  the  two-Power  standard  we  have 
reached  a  fundamental  difference  between 
the  two  sides  ;  and  if  the  Prime  Minister's 
views  are  shared  by  his  Party,  I  say  a 
more  dangerous  policy  than  that  now 
initiated  in  regard  to  the  Navy  has  never 
been  made  before,  and  it  is  one  which 
I  believe,  when  the  country  understands 
it,  the  country  wiU  not  readily  endorse. 
Had  I  been  asked  to  go  to  Whitehall  when 
this  question  was  under  discussion,  who 
knows  but  I  might  have  been  so  eloquent 
on  the  two-Power  standard,  or  so  strong 
on  the  question  of  getting  your  expansible 
Army  into  a  fit  state'f  or  fighting  European 
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PoweTS  before  diminishing  yonr  Regular 
Army,  that  I  might  have  persuaded  even 
His  Majesty's  Government  ?  But  in 
soberer  moments  I  should  think  it  ex- 
tremely improbable  that  I  should  have 
been  able  to  Aove  them  by  any  counsels 
I  could  give  them.  The  poution  is  one 
into  which  no  Leader  of  an  Opposition 
ought  to  be  put.  The  reasons  I  have  put 
forward  make  me  doubt  the  practicability 
of  such  a  plan.  We  have  to  work  this 
country  on  the  Party  system.  I  have 
never  disguised  from  myself  the  in- 
evitable dangers  which  are  inherent  in 
that  system,  but  neither  have  I  declined 
to  recognise  its  great  advantages.  I  be- 
lieve a  strong  and  homc^eneous  Govern- 
ment, even  though  I  diSer  from  it,  is 
betta  than  a  weak  and  hybrid  Adminis- 
tration ;  and,  though  I  honestly  admit 
I  do  not  think  the  Party  system  is 
working  well  at  this  moment  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  Empire,  I  do  not  believe 
it  will  be  improved  by  any  admixture  in 
its  oonnoils  of  an  Opposition  element, 
even  if  it  be  as  patriotic,  single-minded, 
and  able  as  we  may  hope  some  Opposi- 
tions are. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  H. 
Campbbll-Bannerhan,  Stirling  Burghs): 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  who  intro- 
duced this  subject,  if  I  may  use  a  homely 
phrase,  has  caught  a  Tartar.  He  pro- 
posed in  the  most  amiable  and  non-Party 
spirit  to  make  a  certain  alteration  in  the 
constitution  and  practice  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Imperial  Defence,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  made  this  amiable 
non-Party  Motion  the  occasion  for  a 
vehement,  sustained,  and  argued  attack 
npon,  first,  the  military,  and  then  the 
naval  policy  of  the  Government.  Of 
course  everything  is  lawful  or  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  but  it  is  rather  hard  on  my  hon- 
and  gallant  friend  that  his  innocent 
proposal  should  be  made  the  vehicle  for 
a  speech  of  that  kind.  I  do  not  want  to 
use  strong  epithets,  but  I  could  repeat 
something  of  what  I  have  said  before  in 
regard  to  some  parts  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech.  I  »iU  deal  in  the 
first  place  with  the  Committee  of  Im- 
perial Defence.  I  .  have  never  been 
strongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the 
Committee  of  Imperial  Defence.    I  was 


always  afraid  it  might  get  beyond  its 
proper  bounds,  that  it  might  interfere 
with  the  responsibility  of  the  Cabinet 
and  the  Ministers  charged  with  the  two 
great  Departments,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  results  might  be  unfortunate  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.  I  confess  that 
I  have  modified  my  o^  i.iion  in  this 
respect,  and  I  think  that  these  dangers 
and  evils  have  been  avoided. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :     Hear,  hear. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
When  we  came  into  oflSce  I  found  a 
certain  amount  of  trepidation — so  strong 
had  beeit  the  opinions  I  had  expressed 
about  the  Committee — lest  there  should 
be  some  interference  with  its  action  and 
an  alteration  of  its  powers.  But  I  said 
to  those  who  approached  me  on  the 
subject  that  it  was  to  continue  exactly 
as  it  was  until  I  found  practically  what 
its  working  was,  and  if  we  had  any 
reason  to  alter  it  we  should  do  so  ;  if  not, 
we  should  do  our  best  to  continue  it 
efiiciently.  My  experience  of  this  Com- 
mittee hes  been  most  satisfactory.  I 
think  that  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
a  little  mistakes  its  proper  function, 
and  from  a  greater  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
its  creator  and  author,  he  seems  also  to 
have  mistaken  its  function.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Imperial  Defence  is  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  Government  to  fortify 
itself  with  regard  to  the  naval  and 
military  policy  and  the  general  defence 
of  the  Empire  by  the  direct  opinion  of 
the  best  experts  in  the  two  ecrviccs. 
The  naval  and  military  authorities  meet 
round  a  table  with  the  members  of  the 
Government  and  discuss  all  the  techni- 
cal questions  which  are  brought  before  it, 
but  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  policy, 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  naval 
and  military  policy  on  a  large  scale.  To 
my  mind  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  of  what  Is  the  standard  of  two 
or  three  nations  we  should  be  equal  to. 
What  they  have  to  supply  is  the  infor- 
mation how  we  can  best  equal  these  if  we 
wish  to  do  so,  but  it  is  the  political 
Members  of  the  Cabinet  who  have  to 
determine  the  policy  of  the  country, 
with  the  expert  assistance  and  the 
technical  knowledge  necessary  to  carry 
out   that   policy.    Therefore   the   right 
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hon.  Qentleman,  if  he  had  been  fortunate 
or  unfortunate  enough  to  be  summoned 
to  one  of  our  meetings,  would  not  have 
been  asked  whether  he  agreed  with  me 
that  some  standards  laid  down  for  the 
Navy  are  excessive  and  possibly  in  their 
nature    absurd.     He    would    not    have 
been    asked   to   agree   with  the    Secre- 
tary    for    War    as     to     whether     the 
reductions    in    the    Army    could  safely 
be   made    with   the    prospect  which  is 
before  us  of  being  able  to  create,  expand, 
and  develop  a  force  sufficient    for    the 
defence  of  the  country.    Those  are  ques- 
t'ons  of  high  policy  with  which  the  Cabinet 
deals,  but  which  are  beyond  the  ken, 
in  that  stage  of  them  at  least,  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Imperial  Defence.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  would  have  been  in 
this    position.    He    would    have    been 
among  men  who  had  a  very  easy  means 
of  knowing  what  the  opinions  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  were,  because  the  dis- 
cussions of  the  Committee  under  the  last 
Government,    and    the    conclusions    to 
which  they  came  on  one  subject  after 
another,  are  recorded  and  are  open  to  us 
for  examination ;    so  that  we  have  a 
perfectly  sufficient  knowledge  of  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  views  were  last 
year   and    the    year    before.    My   hon. 
friend  thinks  that  an  advantage  would 
be  obtained  by  adding  to  this  Committee 
other  people,  either  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment or  peers,  who  did  not  belong  to  the 
Party  in  power,  and  therefore  had  no 
direct  Ministerial  responsibility,  and  per- 
haps ultimately  introducing  also  mem- 
bers    representing     the    Colcdes     and 
other  parts  of  the  Empire.     The  Colonies 
and  the  other  parts  of  the  Empire  have 
been   consulted   and   can   be   consulted 
fully  whenever  it  is  their  desire  or  in  the 
public    interest    that    they    should    be 
consulted.     To  constitute  them  members 
of    this    body    would,   I    think,   be  a 
somewhat  singular  course  to  take ;    and 
I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  best 
course  you  can  take  to  secure  the  very 
best  men  is  to  give  them  direct  responsi- 
bility, and  that  the  opinion  of  any  person, 
however  illustrious  and  however  capable 
he  may  be,  if  brought  into  a  Committee 
of  that  kind  without  official  responsibility, 
is  not  of  BO  much  value  as  the  opinion 
of  those  who,  though  in  the  receipt  of 
public  money,  are  from  the  position  they 
occupy  bound  to  do  their  best  in  the 
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public  interest.    I  therefore  do  not  agree 
with  my  hon.  friend  that  this  Committee 
requires   to   be   supplemented   by  such 
aid.    But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
taken  this  opportunity  to  launch  some 
observations  against  our  conduct  within 
the  last  week  or  two  in  respect  to  the  Army 
and  Navy.     With  regard  to  the  Navy, 
he  says  that  he  and  I  would  find  ourselves 
totally  at  variance  as  to.  the  standard 
we  should  set   up   for  the  shipbuilding 
under  the  Admiralty.     He  refers  to  my 
criticism  upon  the  two-Power  standard 
at  the  present  moment.    I  do  not  say 
that    the    two-Power    standard    is   not 
sometimes  a  very  reasonable  thing,  but 
when  the  two  Powers  you  take  are  the  two 
Powers  who  are  perhaps  more  likely  to 
bo  antagonistic  to  each  other  than  any 
other  two  Powers  you  can  find  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,   when  you  know 
that  we  are  in  close  relations  of  friendship 
with    one    of    these    Powers,   recently 
established    and    improved    by    publK 
instruments,  when  we  know  also  that  we 
are   on  excellent  terms   both  with  the 
people  and  the  Government  of  the  other 
Power;    when    we    know   further   that 
if  these  two  Powers  are  building  ships 
fast  they  arc  building  them  against  each 
other,  to  suggest  that  we   should  take 
these  two  Powers  as  the  test  and  criterioa 
of  how  much  money  we  should  expend 
on  our  Navy  and  what  strength  the  Navy 
should  bo  is,  I  think,  to  use  a  phrase 
already   used,    what   may    be   called  a 
preposterous  idea.     I  go  further  and  say 
that,  if  you  examine  the  present  strength 
and  the  existing  proposals  of  these  two 
Powers,   they  will  not  support  the  in- 
crease which  is  sometimes  advocated  for 
our  Navy.    Even  if  you  take  that  as  your 
tost,  if  you  examine  both  the  character 
of  the  ships  and  the  rate  of  their  building 
and  the  other  elements    which    go   to 
support  that  view,  I  say  that  they  will 
not  bear  out  those  large  ideas  of  advance 
that  are  entertained  in  some  quarters. 
No  ;   we  have  done  nothing  with  regard 
either  to  the  Army  or  the  Navy  which 
has  weakened  at  all  the  practical  strength 
of  the  country  for  defence.     It  does  not 
follow  at  all  that  because  you  do  not 
build,  because  you  drop  an  ironclad  oat 
of  your  programme,  that  you  are  below 
the  strength  required  for  your  purpose. 
Though   the   two-Power   standard  is  a 
convenient  standard  it  is  not  everything, 
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and  we  ought  to  consider  what  the 
requiiements  of  the  Navy  are,  just  as  we 
consider  what  the  lequiiements  of  the 
Army  are,  and  see  that  we  have  a  sufi&oient 
Army  and  Navy  for  those  requiiements. 
That  is  the  business  of  the  Admiralty 
and  t&e  War  Office,  and  the  distinguished 
sailors  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and 
the  distinguished  generals  who  advise 
my  right  hon.  friend.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  any  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  of  Imperial  Defence  to  meddle 
with  and  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government  either 
in  naval  or  military  matters.  I  think 
it  can  give  the  Government,  as  it  does, 
with  great  efEect  and  success  and  with 
the  moet  perfect  loyalty  the  best  technical 
advice  on  all  professional  matters  which 
the  officers  summoned  to  it  are  so.  well 
qualified  to  give.  I  do  not  think  the 
rij^t  hon.  Gentleman  was  justified  in  the 
attacks  he  made  upon  us,  or  in  the  use  of 
some  of  the  phrases  with  regard  to  our 
relations  to  the  other  Powers.  When  he 
conjured  up  the  idea*  that,  after  all, 
friendships  and  alliances  might  not  last 
long,  and  that  we  must  be  always  ready 
for  an  eventuality  in  all  circumstances — 
when  he  said  that  at  the  present  moment, 
I  do  not  think  it  was  the  kind  of  thing 
which  is  likely  to  conduce  to  the  best 
interests  of  tfajs  country  or  of  the  peace 
of  Europe.  I  admit  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  often  shown  himself  a 
strong  advocate  of  peace,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  insinuate  that  he  has 
any  evil  designs  on  the  peace  of 
Europe  or  against  our  friendship  with 
other  nations.  But  there  are  some 
things  about  which  it  may  be  said 
that  the  less  they  are  talked  about  the 
better,  some  hints  almost  amounting 
to  threats  made  by  public  men  which 
had  better  be  left  unsaid.  He  was 
guarded  in  his  language,  but  his  general 
tone  implied  that  I  was  entirely  wrong 
in  my  supposition  and  hypothesis  that  a 
combination  of  these  two  Powers  in  open 
warfare  against  us  was  an  impossible  con- 
tingency. I  think  it  is  unfortunate  that  he 
implied  that  there  could  be  this  combina- 
tion. It  is  on  that  ground  that  I  have 
interfered  in  the  debate,  which,  as  far  as  it 
ooDcems  the  action  and  constitution  of 
the  Committee,  I  would  much  rather 
leave  to  my  right  hon.  friend. 
VOL.  CLXII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


*SiB  J.  JARDINE  (Roxburghshire) 
said  he  had  to  ask  he  House  to  come 
down  from  the  high  level  to  which 
debate  had  been  raised  that  after- 
noon to  an  ordinary  question  of 
administration.  He  referred  to  the 
leasing  of  the  Ceylon  Pearl  Fisheries.  He 
did  not  think  any  apology  was  needed 
for  bringing  this  qu^tion  before  the 
House  inasmuch  as  Lord  Elgin  had 
washed  his  hands  of  the  responsibility 
for  it  and  they  had  been  informed 
by  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
that  there  were  great  defects  in  the 
procedure,  and  after  a  series  of  questions 
they  had  been  told  by  the  Under-Secre- 
tary that  it  would  be  an  advantage  if 
they  could  refer  to  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary,  who  was  at  that  time^the 
candidate  for  St.  Greorge's,  Hanorver 
Square,  and  who  now  was  the  actual 
Member  for  that  constituency.  His  re- 
marks would  be  more  a  criticism  of  the 
past  Grovernment  than  a  criticism  of 
the  present,  because  Lord  Elgin  said 
that  the  business  was  practicaUy  finished 
when  he  took  office,  and  that  he  had  no 
course  open  to  him  in  accordance  with 
the  precedents  of  the  Colonial  Office, 
but  to  bring  to  a  conclusion  what  had 
almost  approached  a  settlement.  The 
Colony  had  called  in  tones  of  burning 
complaint  for  some  alteration  of  this 
contract,  which  had  caused  a  great  loss 
to  the  revenue  of  the  Colony.  The  fisheries 
had  been  leased  from  1906  for  twenty 
years  at  an  annual  rental  of  £20,660 
which  was  far  too  low.  In  1904  the  net 
profits  were  £61,000 ;  in  1905  they  were 
£163,000  ;  and  in  1906,  the  first  year  of 
the  lease,  they  were  £89,000,  the  average  of 
four  years  being  8  bout  £80,000.  Why,  it 
was  asked,  had  the  rent  been  fixed  so  low 
when  these  enormous  profits  were  being 
earned  ?  It  had  been  alleged  that  an 
average  had  been  taken  over  twenty 
years ;  but  of  that  period  eleven  years 
were  barren  and  belonged  to  the  time 
before  the  Government  of  Ceylon  had 
taken  the  fisheries  in  hand,  employing 
for  that  purpose  Professor  Herdmsnii, 
a  learned  expert  on  pearl  fisheries,  and 
Mr.  Homell,  another  marine  biologist. 
The  costly  investigations  and  the 
organised  system  adopted  by  the 
Government  had  some  years  ago  elimin- 
ated uncertainty  from  the  fisheries,  and 
converted    them    into    an    industry    as 
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valuable  as  any  of  the  municipal  enter- 
prises in  this  country  which  were  so 
jealously  reserved  for  the  public  benefit. 
The  Colony  also  spent  £10,000  on  Mr. 
Dixon's  highly  successful  machine  for 
separating  the  pearls,  and  Mr.  Homell's 
dredging  was  reported  as  successful 
So  that  Governor  Blake  on  June  14th, 
1905,  wrote  to  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
as  follows — 

"There  seems  no  reason  to  apprehend  a 
failnre  of  the  annual  fishery  in  fnture  years." 

Again  in  November,  1904,  the  Govern- 
ment Agent  telegraphed  that  Mr.  Dixon's 
machine  prevented  loss  or  damage  to 
the  pearls  and  was  working  well.  The 
negotiations  for  a  lease  of'  the  fisheries 
began  in  1904,  but  how  the  scheme 
originated  had  never  been  explained. 

However,  in  December,  1904,  the  Blue- 
book  showed  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
negotiating  with  Sir  J.  West  Ridgeway 
and  a  syndicate  of  financiers.     A  sugges- 
tion had  been  made  that  it  was  necessary 
to  get  a  firm  of  high  financial  standing 
to  come  in  and  take  up  the  matter.     The 
syndicate  consisted  not  of  the  people  of 
Ceylon,   who   were    interested,    nor   the 
great  traders  of  this  country,  nor  of  the 
people  of  India,  but  of  what  was  called 
the  South   African  clique.     They  callnd 
up  ojly  £1,687  10s.     They  spent  £200  on 
obtaimng  the  concession,  £106  on  regis- 
tration, and  £110  on  preliminary  expenses 
— £416  in  all — and  during  the  progress  of 
these  secret  negotiations   they   actuallv 
sold  what  they   had   got   for    £11,000. 
An    increment    of    that    sort   gave    an 
indication  of  what  the  real  commercml 
value    of    this    concession  was.      That 
profit  ought  to  have  gone  to  the  Colony 
and  not  to  this  Oulf  syndicate.     A  short 
time  after,  a  limited  company,  the  Ceylon 
Pearl   Fisheries   Company   was   fomed. 
It  was  registered  on  March   3rd,      906. 
That  company  had  a  capital  of  £165,000, 
of  which  £86,000  was  paid  up.    It  was  a 
significant  fact  that  no  prospectus  was 
issued  either  of  the  Gulf  syndicate  or  the 
Ceylon  Pearl  Fisheries  Company.    Time 
went    on    and    the   arrangements    were 
made  and  the  lease  was  sent  out.    He 
was  not  conversant  with  the  practice  of 
the  Colonial  OfiSce  on  those  matters,  but 
it  appeared  from  the  Blue-book  that  the 
Ordinance  which  made  the  lease  legal  was 
drafted  in  the  Colonial  Office,  as  was  also 

i^  Sir  J.  Jardine. 


the  lease  of  the  concession,  and  tiiey  wen 
sent  out  to  Ceylon  with  the  intimation  that 
they  should  be  passed  by  the  LegislattTt 
Council  of  the  Colony.    The  intention  to 
lease   these   valuable   fisheries  was  not 
advertised  in  any  way,  and  this  secrecy 
was  one  of  the  matters  the  public  of 
Ceylon  complained  most  s^ously  about. 
The  intention  was  unknown  in  ^e  great 
centres  where  merchants  most  do  congie- 
gate  either  in  this  country  or  Scotiand  or 
the  great  centres  of  the  East  from  wUch 
people  were  attracted  to  the  pearl  fidieries 
in  Ceylon.     There  were  many  Scottish 
firms  of  high  financial  standing  on  the 
shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean  in  Cakutta, 
Madras,      Bombay,        Rangoon,       and 
Colombo— one  might  almost    say    from 
China  to  Perim — and  had  it  been  known 
it  would  have  resulted  in  the  real  financial 
value  of  these  fisheries  being  ascertained 
by  competition  and  tender.    But  there 
was    no  invitation    given    to   anybody 
to  tender,  and   the  matter  was  entirely 
unknown  to  everybody  save  the  Umited 
number    of    persons    who    formed    the 
S3mdicate.     One  could  not  refrain  from 
asking    the    question :      Why   was  tlus 
valuable  property  allowed  to  go  in  tiiis 
way  ?    Why  was  it  leased  at  all  when 
it  was  paying  so   well  ?    The   people  of 
Ceylon  would  have    preferred    to   have 
kept  it  themselves,  as  he   could   show 
from   the   great   complaints    that   were 
published  in  the  newspapers.     It  might 
be  said  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  the 
Government  to  manage  such  a  thing,  and 
that  they  had  better  grant  a  lease  than 
undertake    to    manage    these    fisheries, 
but  that  was  not  the  view  taken  by  the 
independent  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  or  the  public  dfficials  in  Ceylon, 
who  had   invested   in  the   shares,    nor 
by   the    firms   with    Gkrman    names — 
Derenberg,  Albu,  Neuman,  Friedlander, 
Mosenthal  et  hoc  getmt  omne  who  make  up 
the  limited  company.      If   it  were  said 
that    they    oould    not    test    whether 
the   bargain    was    a    good    one    until 
twenty  years  had   passed,  tiieie  wen 
three     tests    that     seemed     to    show 
that  the  bargain  had  been  entirely  and 
tremendously  to  the  advantage  of  these 
people  who  obtained  the  concession.    The 
first  was  that  £11,000  had  been  inter- 
cepted by  the  Gulf  syndicate  even  before 
the  company  was  formed ;  tiie  seoond  was 
that  the  6  per  cent,  ordinary  £1  shares 
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b  the  limited  company  with  oa\j  IDs. 
paid  up  were  now  selUng  at  20a.  and 
228.,  and  the  third  was  that  the  l8. 
deferred  shares  were,  after  a  profit  of 
121,000  had  been  made,  to  get  as  much 
dividend  as  the  lOs.  men.  And  so  these 
Is.  shares  were  changing  hand^  already 
for  lis.  or  12s.  Tnis  was  the  market 
valuation;  and  an  old  pMt  had  told  us 
that— 


■"  Toe  real  worth  of  anything 
I«  boir  ranch  money  it  will  bring." 

What  seemed  to  him  a  departure  from 
the  ordinary  rule  was  m-de  by  this 
seoreoy  in  the  framing  of  the  Ordinance, 
while  the  proposal  to  lease  was  given 
no  advertisement  of  any  kind,  and  in 
that  way  this  unbunne:slike  procedure 
was  the  cause  of  what  seemed  a  great 
injury  to  the  Colony.  As  there  was  no 
rent  ascertainable  by  the  ordinary  com- 
petition of  commercial  men  the  Colony, 
for  the  next  twenty  years,  would  be  making 
great  losses.  These  South  African  mag- 
nates would  probably  make  more  out  of 
the  pearls  than  they  would  have  made 
«nt  of  the  gold  in  the  whole  of  South 
Africa  to  the  great  injury  and  disgust  of 
the  Crown  Colony  of  Ceylon. 


Mk.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  observed  that  the  hon. 
Qentleman  had  drawn  a  very  gorgeous 
picture  of  the  future  of  this  industry. 
Whether  it  would  be  realised — he  trusted 
it  might — ^was  a  matter  of  pure  specula- 
tion. While  he  was  Secretary  of  State 
his  concern  was  to  see,  firstly,  whether  it 
was  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
lease  of  these  fisheries ;  and  secondly,  if 
it  were  expedient  to  have  a  lease,  that 
the}very  best  possible  terms  were  ob- 
tained for  it.  Throughout  the  course 
of  this  session,  various  innuendoes  de- 
rogatory to  the  honour  of  Sir  West 
Bidgewsy,  had  been  made  in  the  course 
«f  sporadic  questions  addressed  to  the 
Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  As  Sir 
West  Ridgeway  was  unable  to  defend 
himiwlf,  it  was  desirable  to  state  that  there 
was  a  misapprehension  with  regard  to 
his  position,  and  that  he  was  not  Governor 
of  Caylon  at  the  time  of  these  negotiations. , 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  left  Csylon  more ' 
than  a  year,  and  be  was  scrupulous  not  to 
give  anyone  any  opportunity  for  saying 
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he  influenced  the  Oovemment  with 
regard  to  the  negotiations.  The  negotia- 
tions were  carried  on  in  Oeylon  entirely 
by  Colonel  Poss.    It  was  in  February, 

1905,  that  the  Oeylon  Government  sug- 
gested to  the  Imperial  Government  as  a 
h&sis  of  discussion  that  £16,000  a  yeu 
for  twenty  years  would  be  an  adequate 
and  proper  basis  for  discussion.  It  was 
not  until  the  August  following,  after 
careful  thought  and  assisted  by  the 
experts  at  the  Colonial.  Office,  that  he, 
IS  Secretary  of  State,  sent  an  ultimatum 
that  the  rent  which  the  Oeylon  Govern- 
ment had  fixed  at  £15,000  should  be 
raised  to  £20,000 — an  increase  of  nearly 
30  per  cent.  As  the  House  knew, 
that  was  after  more  negotiations  re- 
commended to  the  Oeylon  Government 
for  acceptance,  and  on   February    8th, 

1906,  after  the  present  Government  had 
come  into  power  the  Second  Blading  of 
the   Ordinance   took   place   in     Oeylon. 
The   negotiations   went  on   for   several 
months    more,    and    it    was  not    until 
February    l6th    this   year — long    after 
he    had    left   the    Oolonal    Office     and 
the     present    (Government     had    come 
into    power — that  the    Third    Beading 
of  the  Ordinance  in  Ceylon  was  sanctioned. 
While  it  would  not  have  been  in  good 
faith  had  Lord  Elgin  receded  from  the 
negotiations  after  they  had  reached  that 
stage,   if  there  had    been    anjrthing   in 
the  slightest  degree  improper  or  in  any 
sense    fraudulent   on   the    part   of    the 
syndicate  or  anybody  else  it  would  have 
been  wrong  to  have  continued  the  trans- 
action.   But   that    was    not    suggested 
even  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
who    said    the    deal    was    improvident. 
No  one  coidd  possibly  impeach  Sir  West 
Bidgeway's  conduct,  because,  with  full 
knowledge  of  all  these  facts,  the  Govern- 
ment appointed  him  Ohairman  of  theit 
African   Commission — a   position   which 
demanded  not  only  the  highest  integrity, 
but  also  the  highest  wisdom  and  prudence. 
As  to  why  this  matter  was  not  put  up  to 
tender,  there  were  two  very  substantial 
reasons.    It  was  not  the  practice  of   the 
Cbbnial  Office  and  other  State  depart- 
ments to  put  concessions  of  this    sort 
up  to  public  tender,  beoause,  if  they  did 
they  either  had  to  accept  the   highest 
tender,  and  perhaps  get  an  undesirable 
person     to     deal    with,     or,     if     they 
rejected   the  highest  tender,   they  had 
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to  enter  into  a'wkward  explanations. 
Rightly  or  wrongly,  it  wasnot  the  practice 
of  the  Colonial  OfiSce  in  such  cases  to 
put  these  concessions  up  to  tender.  In 
this  case  there  was  an  even  more  con- 
clusive reason.  The  Grovemment  of 
Ceylon  and  the  Colonial  Office  were  not 
able  to  ascertain  the  terms  upon  which 
they  were  willing  to  grant  a  lease  until 
months  and  almost  years  of  negotiations 
and  after  these  protracted  negotiations 
it  would  have  been  a  breach  of  faith  to 
put  the  bargain  up  to  tender.  He  would 
give  the  authorities  who  had  been  in 
favour  of  the  course  taken.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Government  of  Ceylon  were 
anxious  not  to  retain  this  property  in 
their  own  hands.  They  expressed  that 
desire  through  the  Grovemor  and  the 
executive  council  unanimously,  having 
been  required  by  himself  and  byjhis 
successor,  Lord  Elgin,  to  vote  notj  as 
offidals  but  as  they  thought  right  on  the 
merits  of  the  case.  The  oflScials  of  the 
Legislative  Council  were  given  a  free 
hand  in  the  matter,  and  they  voted  to  the 
extent  of  two-thirds  in  favour  of  this 
concession.  It  was  quite  true  that  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Council  were  paid 
members,  but  they  were  left  absolutely 
unrestricted  in  giving  their  opinions. 
They  were  men  of  the  highest  standing 
and  character,  and  he  did  not  regard  the 
acceptance  of  pay  for  public  service  as 
absolutely  disentitling  those  who  received 
it  from  giving  a  straightforward  and 
unbiassed  opinion  on  questions  submitted 
to  them.  It  was  incorrect  to  say  that 
no  native  members  voted  in  favour  of 
this  plan.  Outside  the  official  members 
there  voted  for  it  not  only  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
of  the  general  European  committee, 
but  the  representative  of  the  Cingalese 
provinces.  The  one-third  who  voted 
against  it  consisted  of  Colombo  repre- 
sentatives and  natives.  After  months 
of  consideration,  he  himself  approved  of 
this  bargain,  and  all  his  expert  advisers 
at  the  Colonial  Office,  and,  what  was 
perhaps  more  important  to  hon.  Members 
opposite.  Lord  Elgin  after  he  came  into 
office  approved  it  in  a  despatch,  some 
part  of  which  he  thought  should  have 
been  read  in  answer  to  the  questions 
which  had  been'asked. 
Mr.  LytUlton. 
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The     under  •  SBCRBTARY     or 

STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.)  asked 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  meant 
by  that  remark. 


Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  he  meant 
what  he  said.  In  the  course  of  these 
sporadic  questions,  in  which,  he  nnder- 
stood,  allegations  of  bad  faith  were  being 
made,  it  would  have  been  bett^  not  to 
withhold  the  expressed  opinion  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  State. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL  thought  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  complaint  against  him 
was  undeserved,  as  the  despatch  had  been 
published  in  the  Blue-book  and  had  been 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  it  would  have 
been  better,  considering  the  imputationa 
that  were  being  made  in  certain  quarters, 
that  a  few  lines,  at  any  rate,  of  the  de^ 
spatch  should  have  been  read  to  t^e 
House  in  order  to  have  dispelled  the 
imputations  when  they  were  first  made. 
Lord  Elgin  wrote,  on  9th  May,  this  year : — 

"In  the  present  inatanoe  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  ray  in<r«  than  that  the  lease  appears 
to  n'e  to  have  betn  drafted  with  a  sinceie 
deRire  to  safeguard  to  the  utmost  the  propeity 
and  interests  of  the  colony.  It  may  be  true 
that  the  development  of  the  fishery  upon  a 
scientific  system  ofl'ers  good  prospect  of  a 
greater  return  in  the  future  than  has  been 
obtained  in  the  past,  and  affords  at  least  the 
hcpe  that  the  tarren  cycles  which  I  ave  bees 
so  common  in  the  past  vtill  not  recui  to  the 
same  extent.  But  the  operations  necessary 
to  that  end  are,  as  you  are  well  aware,  of  a. 
highly  technical  and  experimental  chaisctery 
and  lam  very  doubtful  whether  any  machineiy 
which  could  tie  set  in  motion  by  the  Govem- 
ment  would  be  suited  to  develop  processes  at 
once  so  doubtful  and  so  delicate.  In  twenty 
years  time  the  Colonial  Government  will 
receive  back  the  fishery,  not  onlv  intact,  bat 
in  the  most  perfect  state  to  which  oonunenna)- 
enterprise  and  scientific  methods  can  raise  itr 
and  in  the  meanwhile  a  regular  and  anhstaotial 
payment  is  astnred  upon  which  the  GoTemment 
of  Ceylon  can  count  with  certainty  in  their 
financial  arrangements.  Twenty  yean  are,  no. 
doubt,  a  considerable  period  in  the  lifetime  of 
individuals ;  but  if  within  that  time  all  the- 
resources  that  science  can  contribute  towaida- 
systematic  development  of  l^e  fisheries  will 
have  been  applied  and  thoronghly  tented,  the- 
period  will  not,  I  think, be  regarded  aa  excessive: 
or  unfortunate  in  the  history  of  a  fishery  which 
has  lasted  for  more  than  2,000  years." 

That  was  the  deliberate  judgment'' of 
,Iiord   Elgin.    With  all  this   weight    oC 
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snthoritj  he  had  cited,  the  responaibility 
of  any  Secretary  of  State  would  have 
heen  very  grave  in  rejecting  a  lease  of  this 
itdnd.  But  he  did  not  wish  to  shelter 
himself  behind  authorities.  What  were 
the  merits  of  this  case  ?  For  100  years 
the  net  produce  of  this  fishery  had 
averaged  £10,000  a  year,  and  for  the  last 
twenty  years  it  had  averaged  £20,000 
A  year,  including  the  biggest  year  ever 
arecorded.  The  rent  obtained  was  £20,000 
s  year — not  a  bad  beginning — and  the 
company  had  come  under  obligations  to 
«pend,  if  reasonably  required,  3,000,000 
rupees  on  the  fishery  during  the  currency 
•of  their  term,  to  do  nothing  which  was 
injurious  to  the  fishery,  and  not  to  fish 
«t  all  daring  the  last  three  years  of  the 
term  If  necessary  and  desirable.  These 
things  were  matters  of  certainty,  and 
it  was  an  administrative  advantage  for 
the  Ck>Iony  to  be  able  to  make  their 
financial  calculations  with  certainty.  It 
was  hoped  that  by  scientific  cultivation 
the  fishery.  Jwould  prosper,  but  that 
■eultivation  must  be  constant  and  con- 
tinuous. j.This  fishery  it  was  hoped 
would  prosper  more  when  the  large 
development  expenditure  which  was 
provided  for  had  been  made.  The 
Ouder-Secretary  for  the  Colonies  would 
•ympathise  with  this  because  he  had 
.always  been  a  great  advocate  of  economy, 
And  had  distinguished  himself  as  an 
economist  and  a  critic  of  Governments 
for  their  lack  of  economy.  For 
many  years  not  a  single  pearl  was 
obtained.  That  was  said  to  be  due  to 
the  terrible  play  of  wind  and  tide  upon 
the  banks  on  which  the  oysters  matured. 
It  was  therefore  suggested  by  the  scien- 
tists that  the  03rster8  when  a  year  old 
should  be  transplanted  from  the  ex- 
posed banks  to  banks  less  exposed.  But 
that  transplanting  would  cost  a  lot  of 
money,  a  iaat  which  operated  on  the 
minds  of  the  Legislative  Council  in 
deciding  to  lease  the  fishery.  Another 
scientific  suggestion  was  that  large 
quantities  of  matter  should  be  brought 
from  a  distance  with  which  to  stifien  the 
banks  on  which  the  oysters  were  bred 
-so  as  to  resist  the  operations  of  wind  and 
tide.  Sjppose  that  tons  of  this  matter 
"were  cast  into  the  sea  year  after  year 
juad  the  result  was  fruitless  ?  He  could 
well  imagine  the  lecture  whichtheJTJnder- 


Seoietary  as  an  economist  would  ad- 
minister in  these  circumstances  to  tiie 
Legislative  Council  if  the  fishery  were 
retained  ir  their  hands.  In  his  own 
experience  the  golden  promises  of  scien- 
tific men  had  been  too  often  falsified 
for  him  to  place  any  great  confidence 
in  them.  At  any  rate,  it  was  certain 
that  the  expenditure  to  be  made  on  the 
improvement  of  the  fishery  could  not 
have  any  good  results  for  two  or  three 
years.  So  much  for  the  hopes  held  out 
by  the  scientists.  What  was  the  esti- 
mate of  business  men  ?  In  the  year 
1903  or  1904  this  concession  was  ofieied 
to  four  of  the  largest  firms  in  London  at 
a  rent  of  £12,000  a  year.  They  all 
refused  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was  too 
speculative.  •  *   : 

1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  When  was  this  1 

Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  Before  the  offer 
was  ultimately  accepted.  T  believe  in 
1903.    These  firms 

Mr.  J.  HENDERSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.) :  Name  one  firm. 

Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  The  names  of  the 
fiiuns  are — Rothschild,  Sir  Ernest  Cassel, 
Wernher  Beit,  and  one  other  whose 
name  has  escaped  me. 

Mb.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy.  Burghs): 
Were  they  in  possession  of  the  same 
facts  as  have  subsequently  been  brought 
out? 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  that  was  a 
very  pertinent  question.  He  did  nofr 
think  they  had  before  them  |the  whole 
of  the  facts  which  were  put  before  the 
Colonial  Office.  But  it  was  important  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  rent  of  £12,000 
which  these  four  great  houses  refused 
was  aftarwards  increased  to  £20,000. 
There  were  also  the  important  considera- 
tions that  in  addition  there  was  to  be 
a  large  expenditure  on  the  scientific 
cultivation  of  the  fishery,  and  that 
there  was  ample  security  against  injury 
to  the  fishery  during  the  whole  of  the 
period  of  the  lease.  The  only  other 
charge  advanced  against  the  transaction 
was  the  secrecy  in  which  it  was  alleged  the 
matter  was  kept.  There  was  absolutely 
no  foundation  for  that  statement  either 
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in  Ceylon  or  in  this  country.  Refer- 
ences to  the  proposal  were  frequent  in 
the  Ceylon  newspapers  in  March, 
1905.  Since  that  time  references 
to  the  proposal  weie  frequent.  He 
quoted  from  the  Ceylon  Mail,  which 
had  now  joined  the  Under-Secretary, 
to  show  that  the  offer  to  the  sj-ndi- 
cate  was  a  fair  one ;  and  said  that  as 
regarded  the  supposed  secrecy  the  terms 
were  perfectly  known  so  far  back  as 
November,  1905,  and  were  the  subject 
of  discussion  so  far  back  as  March  in 
that  year.  He  knew  that  Members  of 
this  House  held  different  views  as  to 
what  the  function  of  the  capitahst  was. 
He  knew  that  some  Members  thought 
that  all  capitalists  ought  to  have  a  mill- 
stone tied  round  their  necks  and  be 
thrown  into  the  sea,  but  in  a  condition  of 
things  such  as  prevailed  in  this  instance 
where  the  Government  had  to  administer 
fisheries  from  which  there  were  exceed- 
ingly capricious  and  imcertain  results, 
where  one  had  to  make  a  large  annual 
expenditure  and  where  the  revenue  was 
uncertain,  that  was  the  moment  when 
the  capitalist  was  eminently  suitable  to 
step  in  to  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  capitalists  might  win  or  lose 
in  the  actual  working  of  the  lease,  and 
nobody  could  deny  that  this  was  a 
speculative  transaction,  but,  whatever 
happened,  the  whole  result  of  the  specula- 
tion would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  absolute  security  at  the  end  of 
twenty  years  time.  Whet  her  the  arrange- 
ment was  right  or  wrong  the  future  alone 
could  prove. 

Mb.  CHDRCHIIL  (Manchester,  N.W.) 
said  that  the  House  would  be  con- 
vinced that  whether  the  right  hon. 
(Jentlenran  jv  dged  rightly  or  wrongly,  he 
had  at  any  rate  given  the  mostraieful 
consideration  'o  the  question,  and  pos- 
sessed himself  most  thoroughly  of  the 
facts.  He  did  cot  disagree  largely  with 
many  of  the  argumeits  which  the  right 
hoc.  Gentleman  hfd  used,  but  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  the  House  of  Commons  also 
to  submit  to  their  consideration  the 
other  side  of  the  argument.  He  thought 
both  sides  were  simply  stated,  and  he 
thought  that  they  should  be  balanced 
one  agairst  the  other.  It  was  a  very 
di£ScuIt  ard  complicated  question,  atd 
no    one    he    thought    could    be    blame4 

Mir.  LytteHon. 


severely  for  taking  one  particolar  view 
or  the  other.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
appealed  a  great  deal  to  authority.  He 
quoted  various  experts,  he  quoted  the 
Legislative  Coimcil  of  Ceylon,  and  he 
quoted  a  despatch  which  was  printed 
in  the  Blue-book,  to  which  he  shoold 
presently  refer.  For  himself  he  did  not 
propose  for  the  moment  to  refer  to 
authority.  He  would  only  suhmit  one 
or  two  reasonable  oonsideratimis  which 
he  thought  must  force  themselvea  upon 
anyone  who  gave  a  careful  censLderaticm 
to  the  details  of  this  transactaon.  The 
House  was  well  awaie  that  the  basis  of 
the  lease  was  that  Ceylon  was  to  recave 
£20,000  a  year  from  the  syndicatCi  and 
that  the  syndicate  bound  itself  to  spend 
£10,000  a  year  upon  the*  development  of 
the  fisheries  subject  to  certain  lestru:- 
tions,  and  it  also  bound  itself  to  take 
over  the  fisheries,  as  to  the  value  of 
which  the  opinions  were  very  divided, 
for  a  term  of  ^ears.  It  was  alvays- 
a  nice  questirai  to  say  what  were  the 
proper  functions  of  Government  and 
what  were  the  proper  fimcticHi&  of 
private  enterprise.  He  thought  the 
House  of  Commons,  or  at  all  eventa 
this  House  of  Commons,  would  be  in- 
clined to  think  that  public  ownership- 
and  control  were  better  than  private 
speculative  ownership  and  control,  other 
things  being  equal.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  explained  how  he  came 
to  fix  £20,000  a  year.  He  said  that  an 
average  of  tw^ity  years  was  the  fonnda- 
ti<m  of  his  lease,  and  that  the  Govexn- 
ment  of  Ceylon  would  receive  as  much  as 
they  hcd  been  able  to  make  for  them- 
selves by  their  own  unaided  exertima 
for  the  precedirg  twenty  years.  He 
was  inclmcd  to  think  that  to  jaetify 
in  principle  the  transfer  of  property 
from  the  public  to  the  private  interest 
there  ought  to  be  some  clear  and  sub- 
stantial gain  which  should  determine 
the  decision.  Now  in  the  last  twenty 
years  there  had  been  eleven  or  twelve 
barren  years.  But  the  last  four  years 
had  realised  a  total,  excluding  tite 
present  year,  of  £3c0,0()0,  or  an  average 
of  about  £80,000  a  year.  But  the 
question  was  not  dismissed  when  they 
said  that  the  average  profit  during 
four  years  was  £80,000  a  year.  The 
sum  of  £330,000  capitalised  at  4  per 
cent,    was    something    like    £12,000    or 
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£13.000  a  year,  so  that  the  fact  was 
thAt  the  net  profit  foi  the  last  four 
years  would  have  realised  two-thirds 
of  the  profit  which  would  be  made 
under  the  agreement  of  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  during  the  next  twenty 
years.  The  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  went 
most  carefully  into  the  negotiations 
which  extended  over  two  or  three  years, 
and  the  delay  had  been  very  profitable 
to  the  Government  of  Ceylon.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  record  fishery  of  1905 
tiie  Government  succeeded  in  raising 
the  rent  from  £15,000  to  £20,000.  He 
had  always  heard  that  procrastination 
was  the  thief  of  time,  but  in  this  case 
procrastination  seemed  to  him  to  have 
been  particularly  profitable.  Turning 
to  tiie  future,  the  arguments  seemed  to 
him  to  show  that  the  late  Government 
were  wrong  in  holding  that  the  profits 
wou  d  be  not  moro  in  the  next  twenty 
years  than  had  been  received  in  the  last 
twenty  jrears.  Sir  Joseph  West  Bidge- 
way  obtained  a  survey  by  a  professor 
who  wrote  a  most  elaborate  report, 
contained  in  a  volume  which  extended 
beyond  the  limits  of  an  ordinary  Blue- 
book,  upon  the  Ceylon  Pearl  Fishery 
and  the  methods  which  might  be  taken 
to  improve  it.  The  information  and 
the  recommendations  cont lined  in  that 
report  ;;ave  scientific  grounds  for  the 
belief  that  the  pearl  fishery  would  not 
only  be  equal  to  the  fishery  in  the  past, 
but  would  be  better  and  more  certain 
in  its  results.  The  professor  indicated 
four  processes,  some  of  which  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
by  which  the  fishery  might  be  made 
more  hiciative  and  more  certain.  These 
included  the  transplantation  of  oysters 
from  exposed  sands  to  sheltered  beds, 
and  he  also  spoke  of  what  he  called 
ctdtnre.  That  was  the  putting  down 
of  artificial  beds  to  which  the  oysters 
might  attach  themselves.  An  ingenious 
process  waa  also  alluded  to  by  which 
the  pearl  might  be  created  in  the  oyster. 
He  pointed  out  that  with  new  scientific 
methods  and  delicate  and  complicated 
processes  a  better  prospect  was  opened 
up  than  under  the  old  crude  method  of 
drving  under  the  water  to  bring  up  the 
oysters.  There  was  another  very  preg- 
nant &otor  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  mention.  He  would  give 
the  right  ton.  Gentleman  a  reason  which 


had  led  to  the  high  value  in  the  last  four 
years  of  the  fishery.  During  the  last 
ten  or  twelve  years  there  had  been  an 
immense  appreciation  in  the  price  of 
pearls.  It  might  be  conceivably  100 
per  cent.,  and  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe,  surveying  the  general  outlook 
of  the  world,  that  this  appreciation 
would  continue.  The  Continent  of 
America  and  the  great  German  Empire 
were  producing  every  day  numbers  of 
wealthy  people,  and  the  demand  for  these 
objects  of  beauty  was  certain  to  increase 
with  the  expansion  of  civilization  and 
with  every  development  in  the  world. 
The  fisheries  in  the  future  would  be 
twice  as  valiuible  as  they  had  been  in  the 
past,  and  yet  we  had  bound  ourselves  not 
to  take  any  further  profit  in  future  from 
all  the  resources  of  science  and  had  cut 
ourselves  o5  from  all  the  improvement 
that  would  be  effected  in  the  value  of 
the  fisheries  by  the  growing  appreciation 
of  the  pearl.  He  thought  that  these 
were  grave  considerations  when  they 
were  considering  this  lease  on  its  merits. 
What  was  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  this  matter  ?  The 
whole  tone  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  was  frank  and  manly,  and  he  had 
come  forward  and  taken  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility of  the  lease.  When  the 
present  Government  came  into  office 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  already 
written  to  the  syndicate  saying  that 
he  was  satisfied  with  the  conditions 
of  the  lease.  He  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  this  matter.  If  the 
Government  had  discovered  anjrthing 
in  the  nature  of  fraud  they  would  have 
been  justified  in  preventing  this  matter 
from  going  further.  He  was  as  convinced 
that  there  had  been  no  fraud  as  he  was 
convinced  there  had  been  little  wisdom. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  had  been  no 
fraud  it  would  have  been  a  breach  of 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
go  back  from  a  bargain  which  had  been 
definitely  concluded  only  a  few  weeks 
before  by  the  responsible  head  of  the 
Colonial  Office. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  the  Legislative 
Coimcil  had  not  accepted  it  at  that  time. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  asked  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  suggested  that  after 
having  from  the  Colonial  point  of  view 
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expressed  himself  as  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  conditions,  the  present  (Jovem- 
ment  should  have  telegraphed  out  that 
the  bargain  most  be  thrown  up.  The 
right  hon.  Qentleman  would  accept 
the  view  that  in  the  absence  of  anything 
in  the  nature  of  fraud  they  were  not  en- 
titled, unless  they  were  to  commit  an  act 
of  bad  faith,  to  intervene  in  any  way. 
In  these  circumstances  they  had  tried 
in  the  Blue-book  to  make  the  best  case. 
They  had  put  forward  the  considerations 
which  influenced  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man and  which  undoubtedly  told  in 
favour  of  the  course  he  adopted.  They 
dwelt  on  the  certainty  of  the  revenues  to 
Ceylon  as  against  the  risk,  and  upon  the 
delicacy  of  the  processes  to  be  employed 
and  the  probable  uncertainty  of  the 
success  of  the  Oovernment  in  dealing 
with  those  processes.  They  had  pointed 
out  that  after  twenty  years  had  passed  the 
fisheries  would  come  back  and  aU  these 
doubtful  experiments,  although  hopeful, 
would  be  in  their  concluding  stage  and 
we  would  have  the  benefit  of  the  fisheries 
in  a  perfect  condition.  He  considered 
that  those  arguments  were  perfectly 
valid  and  good,  although  it  was  not 
possible  to  consider  them  except  in 
relation  to  other  arguments  which  he 
had  thought  it  his  duty  to  bring 
before  the  House.  He  did  not  desire 
to  make  anything  in  the  nature  of  an 
indictment  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  he  muit  say  it  was  a  pity 
that  the  Legislative  Council  of  Ceylon 
had  not  an  opportunity  in  the  first  in- 
stance of  affirming  the  principle  of  the 
lease.  It  seemed  to  him  that  in  respect 
of  the  tenders,  such  a  proposal  as  this 
ought  to  have  been  brought  before  the 
public  in  s  )me  official  manner,  in  order 
that  the  various  public  bodies  might  have 
got  into  communication  with  the  Colonial 
Office  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  truth. 
Even  if  tenders  had  been  called  for,  the 
Crovernment  was  not  pledged  to  take  the 
lowest.  The  Government  was  always 
entitled  to  investigate  the  substance  and 
character  of  the  firms  which  tendered 
quite  apart  from  and  prior  to  any  con- 
siderations of  their  claims  upon  their 
merits.  He  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  sufficiently  appreciate 
the  possibilities  of  the  future.  It  was  a 
pity  not  to  have  waited  a  httle  longer  in 
view  of  the  remunerative  results  of  the 
Mr.  Churchill. 


delay  that  had  intervened,  and  it  wu 
also  a  pity  that  only  within  eight  days  of 
leaving  office  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
wrote  the  letter  which  concluded  the 
transaction.  Though  he  had  drawn  at- 
tention to  some  of  the  errors  in  con- 
nection with  the  lease,  he  was  convinced 
that  there  had  been  no  fraud,  and  that  it 
was  not  necessary  for  anyone  to  pat  a 
dark  interpretation  on  any  of  the  trans- 
actions that  had  taken  place.  But  some 
familiar  names  seen  elsewhere  had 
cropped  up  unexpectedly  in  connection 
with  these  fisheries.  It  might  be  that 
certain  people  had  special  aptitudes  for 
finding  out  the  possibilities  in  connection 
with  precious  stones  or  gold,  and  whose 
aptitudes  led  them  almost  by  a  subtle 
instinct  to  move  to  a  point  where  profit 
could  most  surely  be  made.  He  thought 
that  the  Government  in  Ceylon,  when 
they  expressed  the  opinion  that  these 
fisheries  were  worth  £15,000  a  year,  were 
expressing  an  honest  opinion,  and  he 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  aU  these  negotiations  had  been  ani- 
mated by  the  most  sincere  desire  to  do 
right.  He  was  bound  to  say  that  the 
t'tndering  firm  had  acted  in  a  per 
fectly  straightforward  manner.  They 
had  been  perfectly  honest,  and,  in 
addition,  they  had  been  extremely 
wise.  He  heard  with  very  preat  regret 
indeed  the  aspersions  made  against  tiie 
partSir  Joseph  West  Ridgeway  took  in  diis 
business.  It  was  perfectly  true  that  Sir 
Joseph  West  Ridgeway  had  ceased  for 
a  year  to  be  Governor  of  Ceylon  before 
he  was  in  any  way  cooneoted  with  any 
proposal  in  regard  to  the  lease  of  the 
pearl  fisheries.  It  had  been  suggested  that 
Sir  Joseph  hvl  utilised  special  informa- 
tion which  came  into  his  possession  as 
(Governor.  He  was  informed  that  that 
was  wholly  inaccurate.  While  he  was  in 
Ceylon  he  had  no  communication  with 
Professor  Herdmann,  and  had  no  in- 
formation as  to  his  investigations  except 
what  was  contained  in  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Society,  He  left  Ceylon  in 
September,  1903,  and  it  was  not  until 
June,  1904,  that  he  was  invited  by  Cotonel 
Foss  to  join  a  syndicate  to  treat  for  a  lease 
of  the  fisheries.  He  agreed  only  on  two 
conditions — that  the  Colonial  Office  did 
not  object  and  that  the  firm  should  be  of 
high  financial  atattu.  He  believed  die 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  bear  him 
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oat]that  in  any  conversation  Sir  Joseph 
West  Ridgeway  had  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  this  lease,  he  made  it  clear 
that  he  proposed  to  have  a  financial 
interest  in  the  afEair.  From  his  study  of 
this  question  he  was  convinced  that  Sir 
Joseph  acted  throughout  with  perfect 
candour  and  integrity.  His  holding  was 
a  very  small  one — 1,000  £1  shares  and 
1,600  Is.  shares. 


Mb.  LTTTELTON  said  he  was  informed 
that  when  the  rent  was  raised  Sir  Joseph 
West  Ridgeway  reduced  his  holding  by 
a  half  and  advised  his  friends  to  do  the 
same. 


Ms.  CHURCHILL  said  it  was  a  fact 
that  when  the  rise  in  rent  took  place 
Sir  Joseph  West  Ridgeway  reduced  his 
holding  by  one-half.  There  had  been  so 
moch  questioning  upon  this  subject 
that  he  had  thought  it  necessary  and 
Tight  to  enter  upon  the  question  in 
detail  with  the  representatives  of  the 
parties  concerned  and  to  make  a  frank 
statement  of  the  case. 


Mb.  BfBNZIES  (Lanarkshire,  S.)  said 
that  he  had  never  made,  and  he  hoped  he 
never  would  make,  any  charge  against  the 
'ez-Colonial  Secretary  that  would  give 
the  slightest  idea  that  there  had  been 
anything  improper  or  any  want  of  good 
iaith  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
juan.  There  had  been  nothing  dishonest 
about  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  connec- 
tion with  this  matter.  He  had  acted 
to  the  very  best  of  his  ability.  His  com- 
j>laint  against  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
-was  that  he  had  not  shown  much  busi- 
ness capacity  in  the  matter.  He  believed 
that  if  such  firms  as  Cassel,  Beit,  and 
Rothschild  had  had  the  same  informa- 
tion as  the  other  company  the  Colony 
would  have  had  the  benefit  of  £60,000 
more  per  annum  in  its  cofEers.  For  a 
C!olonial  €k)vemor,  after  his  term  of 
office  had  expired,  to  introduce  a  syndi- 
cate to  the  Government  and  then  join 
it  himself  was  a  dangerous  precedent. 
He  had  never  supposed  that  the  financial 
profit  of  this  matter  was  an3^hing 
whatever  to  Sir  Joseph  West  Ridgeway. 
But  was  there  any  precedent  for  the 
action  "^of  Sir  Joseph  ? 


Mr.  LYrrELTON  siid  he  understood 
that  inj|the  case  of  the  Burmih  mines 
the  chairman  of  the  company  was  Sir 
Lspel  G'iffin.who  had  only  then  ment'v 
returned  from  the  Indian  Civil  Service. 


'  :i*MB.  BEES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  as  one  personally  acquainted  with 

I  Sir  ^'W  est jRidgeway  he  entirely  accepted 

;  what  haid  been  said  as  to  his 
connection  with  this  matter  by  the  ez- 
Colonial  Secretary  and  the  present  Under- 

{ Secretary,   and  he  would  add  that  his 

j  information  was  that  the  details  of  the 
transaction  were  well  known  to  the  oom- 

,  mercial  community  of  Colombo.  But  he 
would  pass  from  that  matter,a8  he  thought 
it  had  been  fully  discussed,  and  would 
call  attention  to  the  position  of  British 
Indians  in  the  Transvaal,  where  they 
laboured  under  disabilities   which   were 

j  greater  than  any  endured  under  the  moat 
rigid  caste  system  on  the  Malabar  coast. 

;  Having  said  that  everything  possible 
should  be  done  to  alleviate  the  position 

I  of  our  British  Indian  fellow  subjects  in 

,  South  Africa,  he  drew  the  line  at  bringing 

I  coercion  to  bear  on  the  Colony,  being 
convinced  that  they  must  be  allowed  to 
manige  their  own  affiirs,  and  that  when 

I  there  was  a  difficulty  it  could  not  be  got 
over  by  urging   upon  the  Colonial  ad- 

^  mtnistratio  18  sentiment  U  considerations. 

I  Turning  to  the  qu^stio  i  of  the  Chinese 
Cuatims,  according  to  the  exceptionally 
well-informed  correspondent  of  The  Times 
alterations  in  the  method  of  ma  lagamen^ 
had  been  mide  by  the  Chinese  Govem- 
menthn  spite  of  the  assurances  which  had 
been^iven  to  the  contrary.  He  tasked 
for  an  assurance  that  the  resignation  of 
Sir  Robert  Hart  had  not  been  caused  by 
such  interferences  on  the  part  of  the 
Chinese  Government.  He  wished  also  to 
refer  to  the  question  of  the  increase  in 
the  Turkish  Customs.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Afiairs  stated  on  Wednesday  evening  that 
he  had  succeeded  to  a  certain  position  in 
regard  to  the  increase  of  3  per  cent,  which 
he  was  now  bound  to  maintaia.  He 
submitted  that  in  point  of  fact  the  present 
Goverament  n  December,  1905,  formally 
consented  to  allow  tbe  Turks  to  inolule 
military  expenditure  in  the  Macedonian 
Budget;  He  would  point  out  that  Turkey 
had    tc    face    in    Macedoiia]  a    heavy 
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existing  deficit  caused  by  military  ex- 
penditure, which  was  being  paid  out  of  the 
existing  Turkish  Customs,  and  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  consented  to  a 
further  increase  of  3  per  cent.,  it  was 
possible  and  probable  that  the  extra 
revenue  gained  would  be  applied  to 
financing  the  scheme  of  the  Baghdad 
Railway.  If  that  was  likely  to  follow 
«8  a  consequence  of  the  increase  he 
thought  we  should  not  agree  to  it.  But 
if  that  railway  were  constructed,  it  ought 
to  be  an  abeolute  sine  qva  non  that 
England  should  have  control  of  the  sec- 
tion between  Baghdad  and  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  line  should  be 
under  international  control.  This  pro- 
ject, which  was  upon  a  ccmmercial 
lasis  at  preEcnt,  by  reaeon  of  the 
insmenEe  impoitance  of  this  route 
to  cur  trsde,  to  cur  position  in 
Persia,  ard  to  the  defence  of  India,  was 
likely  to  leer  me  of  even  more  impor- 
tance politically  than  commercially.  Ko 
doubt  the  light  Lon.  Gentleman 
might  have  very  little  to  say  on  this 
subject,  but  what  he  wished  to  joint  out 
was  that  both  in  the  House  ai.d  in  the 
countiy  the  veiy  great  imjortar-ce  of 
this  question  was  entirely  under-esti- 
mated. It  was  a  question  as  important 
as  the  con  St  ruction  of  the  Suez  Caral,  and 
it  would  introduce  greater  changes  intothe 
future  of  the  far  East  than  anything  that 
had  happened  since  the  Suez  Car.al 
was  constiucted.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  Foreign  Office  was  in  a  position 
to  treat  this  as  an  open  question,  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  not  consent 
to  letting  this  3  per  cent,  go,  out  of  a 
hope  that  Macedonia  might  profit, 
which  was  doubtful.  Any  man  who 
had  visited  the  Turkish  Empire  would 
tell  them  that  the  aluses  atd  the 
difficulties  which  often  occurred  between 
the  difierent  races  which  had  been 
brought  together  under  the  Porte  were 
due  more  to  ethnical  acd  local. con- 
ditions than  anything  else,  and  that  the 
Porte  allowed  them  alltodoprettymuch 
as  they  liked,  provided  they  kept  the  peace 
one  with  another.  The  importance  of  this 
question  was  very  imperfectly  appre- 
hended   both    inside    and    outside   this 
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doctrine  that  England  must  maintaiii 
the  status  quo  in  the  Persian  Galf 
at  all  risks.  In  conclusion  he  trusted 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wonid 
believe  that  he  was  not  endeavonr- 
ing  to  pry  into  the  Foreign  Office  secrets 
by  bringing  this  matter  forward,  and 
he  believed  the  House  would  be  grateini 
for  anything  the  Secretary  of  State  cared 
to  say  upon  these  points. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Bamsley)  asked  the  House  to  turn 
its  attention  to  the  present  situation  at  it 
affected  our  Ck>Ionial  interests  in  the  far 
East.  Our  Colonial  interest  sin  China  woe 
enoimors.  In  approaching  this  subject, 
he  was  placed  in  a  difficulty  owing  to 
the  extraordinary  fact  that  the  Blue-Wk 
or  report  in  regard  to  the  foreign  trade 
of  China  had  not  been  published  by  the 
late  Government  since  the  year  1903. 
It  was  almost  inconceivable  in  the 
3  ear  1906  that  a  nation  with  more  trade 
in  China  than  all  the  other  nations  put 
together  should  not  have  the  trade 
statistics  of  the  greatest  of  all  nentrsl 
markets  in  the  world  up  to  a  later  date 
than  K03.  There  were  two  or  three 
impoitant  questions  in  the  present  situa- 
tion in  China  to  which  the  House  mi(^t 
well  give  its  attention.  There  was  the 
question  of  the  Chinese  maritime  custous. 
The  Chinese  Government  had  appointed 
Chinese  officials  at  the  head  of  the  mari- 
time ci  stoma.  Tie  House  knew  that 
nrany  yeais  ago  the  control  of  the  Chinese 
nraritinre  cvstoms  was  placed  in  the 
hands  mainly  of  European  officials,  at 
the  head  of  whom  was  Sir  Robert  Hait 
as  inspector-general.  Various  loans  bed 
been  c  onclr  ded  between  China  and  varioi » 
European  countries  to  the  extent  of 
f45,£CO,CCO,  guaranteed  on  the  security 
of  the  receipts  of  the  maritime  custoKS, 
which  were  to  remain  under  the  inspector- 
generalship  of  Sir  Robert  Hart  or  sotte 
other  European,  but  they  learnt  through 
tie  coriespondent  of  The  Times  that 
tie  Chinese  controller  who  had  been 
put  at  the  head  of  the  maritime 
customs  by  the  Chinese  Government 
had  taken  very  active  steps  in  the  matter 
of  control,  and  this  after  the  assurance 


House.  He  hoped  the  matter  would  \ 
be  treated  by  the  Goveinment  in  the  I  received  from  the  Chinese  Govenmient 
same  maimer  i>s  Lord  Lanrdotrne  .  in  answer  to  the  representations  of  the 
treated  it  when  he  laid  down  the  1  British  Government  that  the  control 
Mr.  Bees 
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should  remain  in  the  hands  of  Sii  Robert 
Hart.  In  1899  we  were  told  that  so  long 
as  British  trade  was  predominant  in 
China  so  long  a  British  subject  should  be 
controller  of  the  Chinese  maritime  cus- 
toms. He  therefore  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  to  give  the  House  so  far 
as  was  conristent  wth  his  office  a  state- 
ment of  the  position  in  China  to-day. 
These  Chinese  officials  had  given  orders 
that  no  statistical  returns  or  reports 
should  be  published  in  future  until  they 
had  received  their  official  sanction.  That 
simply  meant  the  establishment  of  a 
Chinese  censorship  and  the  abolition  of  the 
excellent  branch  by  which  the  Chinese 
trade  had  been  known  to  the  world. 
That  was  a  most  serious  thing  so  far  as 
British  trade  was  concerned.  It  meant 
not  only  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of 
the  Chinese  Government  so  far  as  the 
guarantee  for  the  £45,500,000  of  loans 
was  concerned,  but  also  with  regard  to 
the  war  debt  at  the  end  of  the  rising 
m  China,  which  was  £64,000,000.  But  j 
that  was  not  the  most  important  part  so  j 
&r  as  tltis  country  was  concerned,  be- 
cause our  commercial  interests  far  out- 
weighed any  financial  interest  we  might 
have  in  the  Chinese  loans.  If  the  Chinese 
Government  were  not  compelled  to  ad- 
here to  their  engagements  it  would  not 
be  long  before  Chinese  officials  would 
be  placed  in  control  of  every  port  through 
which  British  goods  were  sent  and  would 
inflict  the  most  serious  injury  on  our 
trade.  Then  there  was  the  question 
of  British  interests  in  Manchuria.  We 
learnt  from  The  Timet  correspondent 
that  the  Japanese  Government  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  Russian  Government 
on  the  other  were  faithfully  performing 
their  pledges  with  regard  to  the  evacua- 
tion of  Manchuria,  but  we  also  learnt 
that  through  three  ports  in  Manchuria, ' 
Japan  and  Russia  were  sending  in  goods  ' 
wiuioQt  the  usual  import  duties  being 
imposed  on  them.  At  the  present ' 
moment  only  the  port  of  Newchwang 
was  open  to  the  trade  of  all  nations.  ' 
We  knew  that  the  military  conditions 
had  imposed  on  Japan  the  necessity 
of  delaying  somewhat  the  opening  of  > 
Dslny  and  other  ports  to  the  trade  I 
of  the  world,  but  the  House  hoped  to  j 
have  to-day  some  indication  from  his  ' 
nght  hon.  friend  that  all  these  matters  j 
were   receiving   the    careful    attention 


of  the  Government  and  that  before  long 
the  present  conditions  would  be  altered 
and  we  should  have  the  open  door 
throughout  Manchuria  for  the  tradfr 
of  the  world.  The  condition  of  things 
in  Manchuria  of  late  had  been  detri- 
mental to  the  trade  of  this  country. 
It  was  most  alarming.  In  the^Iast 
four  years  our  trade  in  Manchuria  lad 
diminished  by  4  per  cent,  whilst 
that  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
had  increased  120  per  cent,  nr.dr 
that  of  Japan  by  300  per  cent.  This 
country  would  be  the  last  to  be* 
grudge  Japan  some  considerable  com- 
mercial advantages  as  partial  recoupment 
for  the  enormous  sacrifices  she  had  made 
to  keep  Manchuria  open  to  the?tradfr 
of  the  world.  He  thought  it  was  j,  only 
right  to  draw  attention  to  the  chango 
in  the  position  and  the  diminishing 
amount  of  British  trade  in  Manchuria, 
relatively  to  the  trade  of  our  friendly 
competitors,  the  United  States  of 
America.  It  behoved  the  British  com- 
mercial commimity  to  wake  up,  and 
to  try  to  ascertain  more  fully  the 
causes  which  had  led  American  tradfr 
to  develop  so  enohnously  in  the  last 
four  years  while  British  trade  waa 
diminishing  in  a  country  where  there  waa 
nohcstiletarifi  whatever  to  hinder  the 
progress  and  developn.  ent  of  British '  rade. 
He  wished  to  refer  briefly  to  the  question  of 
the  non-carrying  into  effect  of  the  Mackay 
commercial  treaty  concluded  between  thia 
country  and  China.  A  communication  had 
been  received  from  seventy  of  the  leading 
British  merchants  in  Shanghai,  calling: 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the- 
fact  that  China  ignored  the  Mackay^ 
treaty,  or  rendered  it  ineffective  in  moefc 
of  its  essential  points.  He  was  quite- 
aware  that  certain  of  its  provisions  were 
not  to  be  operative  until  thej|  other 
nations  had  given  their  assent  to  the 
treaty,  but  that  did  not  by  any  means 
apply  to  the  whole  of  the  provisions. 
One  of  the  provisions,  for  instance,  waa 
in  regard  to  the  removal  of  obstructions,, 
and  the  making  of  improvements  by  the 
conservancy  of  the  Wangpo  River,  whicli 
was  provided  for  in  the  R:otocol  of  1901. 
So  far  as  we  knew,  these  improvements 
had  not  yet  been  taken  in  hand.^  H& 
hoped  to  hear  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to-night  that  theie  was  some 
prospect  of  this  matter  being}_  speedily 
dealt  with.    Then  there  wcs  the^question 
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of  the  unifonn  national  coinage  which 
the  Chinese  bound  themselves  to  provide 
ior.    Years  had  gone  by  and,  so  fai  fiom 
■a  uniform  coinage  having  been  instituted, 
mints  were  set  up  over  China  which  were 
issuing  an  enormous  quantity  of  debased 
coinage,  making  "  confusion  worse  con- 
founded."    This  was  acting  most  detri- 
mentally   to    the    commercial    interests , 
*nd  real  prosperity  of  China.    He  asked  ' 
the  Secretary  of  State  whether  he  could  | 
^ive  any  opinion  as  to  when  we  might  ex-  \ 
pect  that  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the 
■Chinese  Government  to  be  given  effect 
tu.    Then    the   abolition   of   the   Likin 
was  dependent  upon  the  agreement  of 
■other  nations  with  the  treaty  which  we 
■concluded.     He    hoped    that   there    was 
some  prospect  of  the  other  nations  falling 
in  with    the   treaty   which   he   believed  j 
had  already  been  agreed  to  by  Japan,  I 
as  well  as  ourselves,  and  that  there  was 
some  reasonable  hope  that  in  the  not 
remote   future   this  system   of  internal 
customs  in  China  which  was  a  restriction 
and  hindrance  to  trade  would  be  removed. 
As   to    the  question    of    the    Imperial 
maritime  customs  of  China,  he  did  not 
contend  that  it  could  be  expected  that 
the   Chinese   nation,  comprising   nearly 
300,000,000  of  people,  would  for  a  long 
period  allow  the  administration  of  their 
Affairs,  or  even  the  development  of  their 
country,  to  be  largely  taken  in  hand  by 
foreigners.    He  believed  they  would  take  i 
it  in  hand  themselves.    He  desired  that 
they  should  do  so,  because  he  believed  | 
in  Chins  for  the  Chinese.    But  at  the 
flame  time,  we  knew  that  they  had  not , 
yet   reached   that   stage.    The   Chinese  I 
had    come    under    certain    obligations,  ! 
and    they    ought    not   to    be    left    to 
their    own    sweet   will   until  they  had 
properly  discharged  them.    The  Mackay  , 
treaty   included    provisions    as    to    the 
question    of    mining    legislation.      The 
Chinese  Government  undertook  to  look 
into  the  mining  rules  in  operation  in 
Great  Britain,  India  and  other  places, 
and  to  select  such  as  were  suitable  to  the  • 
conditions  of  China.     But  so  far  as  he 
understood,    nothing    had    been     done 
towards  the   fulfilment    of  that   under- 
taking.   Then   there  was   the   question 
■of  inland   navigation  regulations.    The 
House   knew    with  what    a    flourish  of 
trumpets  the  Tory  Party  came  down  and 
told  them  it  had  come  to  an  agreement 
Mr.  Joseph  Walton. 


with  China  for  opening  the  waterways,  w 
that  Bri  ish  ships  should  take  British 
goods  to  every  riverside  station  in 
China.  He  wus  afraid  that  the  prospect 
of  enormously  expanding  our  trade  with 
China  in  that  way  had  not  beeq  fulfilled. 
He  should  like  to  know  from  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  what  progress,  if  any,  hid 
been  made  to  secure  that  •'he  agreemoit 
made  by  Sir  Claude  Macdonald,  in  1898, 
would  be  fulfilled.  There  was  no  ques- 
tion that  in  the  conduct  of  our  relations 
with  China  we  must  take  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  following  the  ezamplt 
set  by  our  Japanese  allies,  the  Chinase 
were  bound  to  wake  up.  They  were  u 
intelligent,  and  in  some  directions  an 
educated  people,  and  we  might  leit 
assured  that  they  would  in  the  fatun 
exercise  much  greater  power,  influence 
and  force.  As  to  the  question  of  railway 
concessions,  he  should  like  to  know  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  whether  concesaons 
were  in  danger  of  being  lost  to  Britiih 
concessionaires  through  their  failure  to 
fulfil  properly  their  part  in  the  agree- 
ments entered  into  with  the  Qmiese 
Government.  He  considered  that  it  wm 
a  great  misfortune  for  this  country  not  to 
have  had  the  largest  share  in  supplying 
the  Chinese  Empire,  the  great^  on 
earth,  with  a  system  of  lailwikys.  We 
had  taken  a  back  seat  altogether  m  tte 
matter  of  laying  down  railways  in  China, 
whereas  Kussia,  Prance,  Grermany  and 
Belgium  had  forged  ahead,  supplying 
that  great  Empire  with  its  railways. 
We  had  been  told  that  British  concea- 
sionaires  had  secured  the  right  to  build 
2,800  miles  of  railways  in  China.  He 
wished  to  ki^ow  how  much  of  that 
work  had  been  done  and  what  farther 
amount  of  mileage  still  remained  in  the 
hands  of  British  concessitHxaires.  He 
believed  that  the  Chinese  nation  ought 
to  possess  its  railways.  He  believed 
in  the  state  ownership  of  railways,  bnt 
he  saw  no  reason  why  European  syndi- 
cates should  not  build  the  railways  under 
proper  arrangements  by  which  the  lines 
could  be  transferred  to  the  Chinese 
Government  as  soon  as  it  was  in  a  position 
to  take  them  over.  The  Chinese  raflways 
paid  better  than  almost  any  other 
railways  in  the  world.  The  only  shares 
and  stock  in  railways  which  he  happened 
to  possess  that  had  increased  in  the 
last  few  years    had  been  those  which  he 
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held  in  Chinese  railways,  whereas 
the  shares  and  stock  of  railways  in  this 
country  and  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
had  steadily  gone  down.  There  was 
no  question  as  to  the  profitable  nature  of 
enterprise  in  a  densely  populated  country 
like  China.  Why  British  investors  and 
commercial  people  had  failed  to  take 
an  adequate  share  of  the  trade  with 
China  was  really  past  understanding. 
In  spite  of  all  that  Tory  speakers  had 
said  in  the  last  three  years,  he  could 
only  conchide  that  the  trade  of  this 
cdrntry  had  been  so  very  flourishing 
that  manufacturers,  having  their  order 
books  full,  had  not  looked  for  an  increase 
of  orders  by  enterprise  in  China.  The 
fiscal  system  of  this  country,  under 
which  we  had  free  imports,  enabled  us 
to  compete  successfully  in  great  neutral 
markets  like  that  of  China. 

And,  it  being  a  quarter-past  Eight  of 
tile  clock,  and  there  being  rrivate  Busi- 
ness set  down  by  direction  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  under 
Standing  Order  No.  8,  further  Proceeding 
was  postponed  without  Question  put. 

BRISTOL     CORPORATION     BILL     (BY 
ORDER). 

Lords' Amendments  considered  : — 

Lords'  Amendments  to  the  Amendment 
in  page  27,  line  21,  agreed  to. 

Lords' Amendment  in  page  27,  line  21, 
after  Clause  49  insert  Clauses  49a  and  49b, 
the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

•Mb.  J.  0'GEADY(Leeds,  E.),in  moving 
to  disagree,  said  he  wished  he  could  move 
to  omit  all  the  Lords  Amendments  and 
leave  the  Bill  to  deal  simply  with  dock 
matters  alone,  but  he  was  told  that  was 
impossible,  so  he  had  no  alternative  but 
to  confine  himself  to  moving  the  Amend- 
ment he  had  placed  on  the  Paper. 
There  had  been  two  Bills  on  this 
matter.  There  was  the  original  Bill 
assented  to  by  the  city  generally,  which 
emphasised  the  principle  that  rate- 
able value  should  not  be  made  the 
consideration  of  representation  in  the 
city  eouneil,  bat  that  representation 
should  be  based  upon  the  nimiber  of 
voters  upon  the  register.  The  arrange- 
ment arrived  at,  although  it  increased 
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the  number  of  wards  in  the  city  front 
nineteen  to  twenty-two,  did  not  disturb 
the  total  number  of  representatives, 
because  nine  members  were  taken  from 
three  wards  in  the  centre  of  the  city  which 
were  over-represented  and  allocated  to 
the  three  new  wards  constituted  by  the 
re-arrangement.  He  thought  everybody 
would  agree  that  that  was  a  very  fair 
arrangement  and  was  not  objected  to  in 
the  city  generally.  As  a  member  of  the 
Bristol  City  Council,  he  knew  the  local  cir- 
cumstances. The  Bill  was  presented  and 
then  an  opposition  developed  among 
the  members  of  a  political  Party 
which  had  dominated  the  city  for 
sixty  years,  but  which  had  now  lost 
control,  hence  the  second  Bill  which  wa» 
DOW  under  consideration  of  this  House. 
He  wanted  to  emphasise  the  fact; 
that  the  House  of  Lords'  Commit- 
tee was  in  no  sense  to  blame  for  any- 
thing  in  connection  with  this  Bill.  They 
simply  heard  the  facts  presented  to- 
them  and  they  did  their  best  in  th& 
circumstances.  They  were  without  bias 
in  the  matter.  When  this  second  Bill  went 
back  to  get  the  assent  of  the  council  to  the- 
Lords'  Amendments  the  whole  matter 
was  set  before  the  citizens  and  they  pro- 
tested vigorously  against  the  change  that 
had  been  made  in  the  Bill  by  the  Lords 
Amendments.  He  did  not  think  h» 
would  be  saying  too  much  in  asserting- 
that  the  public  meeting  was  packed.  A 
whip  had  been  sent  round  by  the  Party 
who  had  been  responsible  for  the 
opposition,  and  an  hour  before  the 
meeting  was  timed  to  begin  it  was  filled 
with  the  partisans  of  that  particular 
Party.  He  drew  attention  to  the  fact 
also  that  this  meeting  was  held  in  a 
small  hall  which  could  hold  not  more- 
than  300  persons.  The  Labour  Party 
with  which  he  had  been  connected  for 
a  long  period  of  years  in  Bristol  felt 
great  offence  at  the  way  things  had  been 
carried  out — offence  that  a  compromise- 
had  been  effected  between  two  political 
Parties  without  consulting  the  mm  wh» 
were  mostly  interested — the  working* 
classes  generally.  The  result  of  the 
changes  made  in  the  Bill  by  the  Lords' 
Amendments  was  that  a  new  ward 
was  created  in  the  centre  of  the  city  and 
three  extra  representatives  and  an  Alder- 
man  w^e   added   to   the   counciL     A& 
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far  as   he  knew    the   city,   he  thought 
that  if    this    proposal  were  carried  the 
representatives    who  would   be  sent  to 
the  City  Council  from  that  ward  would 
he  representative  of  one  political  Party 
Irom  now  to  the  crack  of  doom.     The 
working   men   thought   that   the   main 
principle  should  be  representation  based 
on  the  number  of  the  voters  upon  the 
register.    When   the   public   found   out 
the  nature  of  the  changes  and  how  these 
changes  had  been  brought  about  they 
held   meetings  of  protest  all   over  the 
city.    Not  only  trade   union   organisa- 
tions but  the  general  body  of  citizens 
had  expressed  a  stroig  protest  against 
the   actbn  that   had   been  taken   and 
against  the  changes  in  the  Bill  involved 
"by  the  Lords'  Amendments.    They  even  ^ 
liad  the  support  of  the  Ratepayers'  Asso-  , 
ciation,  which  might  in  the  nature  of 
things  have  been  expected  to  agree  to 
representation  being  based  on  rateable 
value  rather   than  on  the   voters'   list. 
The  Secretary  of  that  Association  had 
said    that    he    thought    no    preference 
should   be    given    to    the    educated    or 
moneyed    classes    above    the    working 
classes.    That  was  the  whole  gist  of  the 
protest  he  was  now  making.    He  trusted 
the  House  would  take  into  consideration 
the  protest  of  the  citizens  of  Bristol.     It 
might  be  asked  how  it  was  that  they 
liad  not  carried  this  protest  to  the  House 
•of  Lords  itself.    They  were,  however,  a 
poor  Party  and  he  underdto3d  that  they 
could  not  be  heard  in  the  House  of  Lords 
except  by  counsel,  and  not  having  the 
money  to  go  on  with  their  protest  in  the 
House  of  Lords  they  had  to  do  what  they 
could  in  rousing  interest  in  Bristol  regard- 
ing this  change.    He  hoped  in  these  cir- 
cumstances the  House  of  Commons  would 
disagree  to  the  Lords'  Amendment.    They 
would  bave  liked  that  part  of  the  Bill  to 
go  ijthrough    which    related     to    dock 
matters  at    Bristol,  j  but    they  had  no 
alternative     but     to     protest    against 
this  "^ohaige  by  asking   the  House    to 
disagree    to  j  the    Lords'    Amendments 
because  they  held  that  the  gerryman- 
dering which  had  gone  on  in  this  matter 
was  not  creditable  to  the  men  who  had 
engineered  ^the  movement.      He  hoped 
the     House  ^of    Commons    would    not 
stultify  .itself  by  agreeing  to  a  proposal 
■of  this  kind. 
Mr.  ffGrady. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment" — (Mr. 
ffGrady.) 

*Mb.  W.  H.  DAVIES  (Bristol,  S.)  said 
he  wished  to  recognise   the   temperate 
way  in  which  the  hon.  Member  had  pro- 
posed the  motion.     He  had  not  a  strong 
feeling  in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  the 
wards   of   Bristol   should   be    arranged, 
and  he  could  not  understand  the  strong 
feeling   which    had    been   brought    into 
this     question.      The     Bristol     Council 
desired  that  there  should  be  a  general 
rearrangement  of    the   wards   in  order 
that  the  urban  ratepayers  should  have 
a  larger  share  and  larger  interest  in  the 
I  representetion  than  before.     When  the 
I  Liberal  Party  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
majority  in  the  Bristol  Council  one  of 
the  first  things  they  did  was  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  consider  this   question. 
The  desire  of  the  Party  was  not  to  re- 
arrange the  wards  in  such  a  way  as  to 
give     them     a     political     ascendency. 
All   the   Liberal    Members   would    have 
been  opposed  to  that  idea.     When  the 
Liberal  Party   obtained  the  ascendency 
after     sixty    years     o?    Tory    Govern- 
ment    they     divided     the      aldermen 
between  the  respestive  Parties.     At  the 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  re- 
arrangement of  the  wards  both  political 
Parties  produced  a  scheme ;  that  of  the 
Liberal  Party  was  adopted  by  a  majority. 
When   the  question  came  u  >    for    Qon- 
sideratioa  before  the  House  of  Commons 
Committee  there  was  a  difficulty  about 
loous  standi  of  the  Conservative  Party 
who    were     opposing.     Ultimately    an 
arrangement     was      arrived     at      that 
the  Bill  should  go  through  as  unopposed. 
Upon     the     sub-committee     a     gentle- 
man was  appointed  who  represented  the 
Trades    Cmncil    of    Bris'x>l,    bat    h« 
de:;lined    t  <   serve.     It    was    therefore 
not  correct    to  say    that    the    scheme 
was    carried    out     without     any     con- 
sultation with  the  Labour   Party,   and 
he  was  sorry  any  diffisulty  had  anaok, 
because    they    had    always    been    very 
friendly  in  Bristol  with  their  friends  on 
the  Trades  Council  and  had  found  them 
good  comrades  and  good  citizens.    He 
was  very  sorry  to  be  in  disagreemeat 
with  them  over  this  subject.    The  new 
scheme  was  adopted  by  the  Council  by 
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a  majoritj  of  sixty-five  to  sevei  votes, 
so  that  the  scheme  which  wjis  sanctioned 
by  the  Hoase  of  Lords  Oommittee  was  one 
^approved  almost  unuiimously  by  the 
<>>ipoution  of  Bristol.  Uafortaiately, 
his  Labour  frieads  disagreed  with  the 
proposal,  and  petitioned  to  be  heird 
before  the  Lords'  Committee.  They 
Jid  not  appear,  and  he  was  sorry  they  did 
not  seem  to  know  that  they  might  h  jve 
appeared  in  person  to  state  their  own 
«i8a.  It  was  assomed,  therefore,  that 
the  opposition  was  withdrawn,  or  was 
not  to  be  proceeded  with.  If  they  hid 
appeared  and  establish  d  a  stroa ; 
'Caie  against  the  8ch«jae,  the  pio- 
ntoters  could  have  withdrawn.  thU 
pat  dealing  with  the  re-arrangem^it 
of  wards.  Now  if  the  Motioa  suc- 
<wded,  very  importint  chase]  would 
be  lost  to  the  city  for  this  sess'.oa,  and  as 
Ohairman  of  the  Docks  Oomnaittee  he 
was  most  anxious  that  they  should  not 
be  loit.  Their  dock  undertakings  were 
most  important,  and  they  could  not  afford 
to  emphasiae  political  difEerences  too 
strongly.  The  wards  proposed  under 
the  present  scheme  were  a  greit  im- 
provement on  what  existed  to-day.  Tiie 
nomber  of  councillors  and  the  number  of 
latepayers  in  each  wanl  were  more 
nearly  equal  than  before.  They  were 
advised  that  they  could  not  ignore  rate- 
able value  in  considering  reprejeatation. 
The  scheme  was  fair  and  equitable, 
and  one  that  the  H}use  should 
pus.  It  was  fair  and  just.  He 
did  not  desire  that  the  Liberal  Party 
«hoiild  exercise  its  mijority  unjustly 
against  the  Conservative  Party,  and  he 
hoped  his  friends  would  be  satisfied  with  I 
the  protest  they  had  made  and  would 
now  allow  the  Bill  to  go  through.  ^ 

Mb.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.)  supported  the  i 
Bill     The    Conservative    and    Liberal  | 
Parties  had  agreed  that  some  alteration , 
in  the  scheme  was  necessary,  and  at  the  ' 
meeting  of  the  town  council  that  scheme  I 
was    approved    by    a    large    majority. 
That   meeting,    he    declared,    was    not  | 
packed.    It  was  well  advertised  and  the 
ratepayers    had    every    opportunity    of . 
attending.    This    scheme  involved    less 
dbkMsatioa  than  the  scheme   originally 
proposed.    It    would   confer  great    ad- 
vantages on  the   labouring  classes  and 
ie  did  not  see  why  they  should  object 


to  it.    The  present  scheme  of  represent- 
ation was  absurd,  and  if  this  Bill  did 

j  not  go  through  the  whole  thing  would 

I  have  to  be  dropped. 

I  ♦Mr.  J.  R  4.MUY  M AOD  ONALD  (Lei- 
caster)  said  he  had  basn  ciUed  in  as 
arbitrator  in  this  mittsr  and  he  was 
bound  from  his  examination  of  all  the 
details  to  agree  with  the  conclusions 
of  the  hon.  If  loader  for  E  ist  L^eis. 
In  the  int3re8ts  of  sound  ana  honest 
representation  in  Bristol  thu  scheme 
ought  not  tD  racsive  the  sanction  of 
the  House.  The  Djck  Olaujes  were 
acoeptad  by  the  Labjur  repressntitives, 
and  those  who  were  re3p9n3ible  for  these 
clauses  ought  to  have  bssn  careful  not  to 
mix  them  up  with  highly  controversial 
mittsrs.  The  representation  of  Bristol 
was  bad  at  the  present  tima,  but  the 
present  schemi  was  not  fair.  Not  a 
single  representative  of  labour  committed 
himself  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  Their 
fear  was  that  as  a  mattar  of  fact  the 
schema  contained  batvasn  Glauiesi^  and 
55  did  not  give  that  fouadation  of  per- 
manency that  was  necassary.  The  first 
proposal  made  had  th?  acceptance  of 
the  Labour  Party,  the  second  was  opposed 
from  the  bsginning.  It  was  parfectly 
tru3  that  sixty-five  councillors  votad  for 
th3  second  schem3,  and  only  ssven  against 
it,  but  fivd  of  those  seven  composed  ths 
small  ,bat  solid  phalanx  of  the  Labour 
Party.  Undoubtedly  one  provision  of 
the  Bill  should  be  to  provide  that  the 
rateable  value  should  be  taken  into 
account  as  well  as  voting  strength,  but 
that  provision  had  been  stretched  to  an 
inordinats  degree  in  the  present  schema.- 
The  first  schem3  to  which  the  Labour 
Party  assented  was  brought  bsfore  the 
people  of  Bristol  with  the  blessing  of 
the  town  clerk  of  Bristol  upon  itj 
As  a  result  of  alteratioas  made  in  the 
second  schema  the  House  of  Lords 
Committee  asked  that  a  town's  meeting 
should  be  held.  With  regard  to  the 
town's  meeting  he  wo  aid  not  say  it  was 
ptMsked,  as  the  term  had  been  objected 
to,  but  he  would  quote  from  the  Western 
Daily  Prea$  report  which  statad— 

"  A  special  whip  bad  beea  u^ned  through 
the  Conaervatire  Party,  asking  their  anpporters 
to  asaemble  at  the  Goildhall  at  12  o'clock,  an 
hoar  befor*  the  time  of  the  meeting,  and  endoie 
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ti.e  ineonTevieBce  of  waiting.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  fxtui  care  wax  taken  that  the  jpeople  wlio 
got  Inside  the  hall  were  in  favonr  of  the  Bill." 

He  quoted  from  reports  of  thei'meeting 
to  emphasise  the  point  that  the|Lord 
Mayor  of  the  City  admitted  that  the  hall 
was  not  large  enough  for  the  purpose'of 
the  meeting.  The  accommodation  was 
only  large  enough  for  between  iOOf'and 
500  people,  and  the  population  of  Bristol 
was  365,000.  The  town's  meeting,  as  a 
guarantee  that  the  oity  had  an  opportuntiy 
of  deciding  upon  this  important  measure, 
was  an  absoulte  farce.  He  would  deal 
with  the  newspapers.  As  to  the  first 
scheme,  the  Western  Daily  Press  stated — 

"If  the  city  had  twenty  schemes  it  could 
not  have  a  fairer  one." 

The  other  newspaper  said — 

"  We  heartily  dislike  the  new  arrangements 
of  the  wards." 

The  case  of  the  Labour  representatives 
was  not  a  party  one.  Hon.  Members 
would  perceive  that  this  Bill  had  not 
been  properly  handled,  and  that  certain 
things  which  cropped  up  into  Clauses  44 
and45ought  not  to  have  been  there.  If 
this  House  were  going  to  hold  an  impartial 
judgment  upon  this  matter  they  would 
accept  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Leeds. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.)  said  that  after  listening  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  he  had 
to  confess  that  he  should  not  care  to  go 
before  him  as  an  arbitrator,  because  he 
had  not  adopted  an  impartial  attitude 
on  this  question.  The  meeting  of 
citizens,  to  which  allusion  had  been 
made,  was  held  in  the  traditional 
meeting  place  of  the  Bristol  citizens, 
which  was  the  centre  of  civic  life  in  the 
city.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  about 
the  first  scheme  that  was  brought  in, 
apparently  with  the  assent  of  all  Parties, 
except  the  Conservatives,  who,  being  left 
out,  and  having  no  locus  standi  made 
representations  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
and,  in  deference  to  their  objections, 
the  scheme  was  withdrawn.  A  great 
deal  had  been  made  of  the  fact  that  one 
of  the  sub-committee,  a  Labour  member 
of  the  City  Council,  did  not  serve;  but  the 
fact  was  that  he  refused  to  serve  because 
he  could  not  get  his  own  way.  It  was 
not  fair  to  represent  that  the  Labour 
Party  in  Bristol  had  no  chance  of  putting 

Mr.  J.  liatnsay  Macdorwid. 


their  views  upon  the  matter  before 
the  City  CouncU.  The  only  representa- 
tions he  had  received  on  this  matter 
came  from  one  of  the  labour  organisa- 
tions of  the  city  of  Bristol  some 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago,  and 
he  was  convinced  that  if  there  had 
been  any  large  section  of  the  conununity 
he  represented  in  this  House  who  felt 
that  their  interests  were  jeopardised 
by  this  Bill  some  form  of  expression  of 
their  objections  would  have  reached 
him.  Supposing  the  scheme  under  the 
Bill  came  into  operation,  what  would  be 
the  efEect  upon  that  part  of  Bristol 
which  he  represented  ?  There  were 
large  suburban  areas  which  needed 
representation  upon  the  CoimciL  The 
votes  of  something  like  6,000  or  7,000 
ratepayers  were  obliterated  by  the 
votes  of  a  few  hundred.  The  whole  of 
that  inaccurate  and  unjust  representation 
was  modified  or  done  away  with  by  this 
particular  Bill.  For  the  first  time  this 
part  of  the  city  would  have  &ir  honest 
representation  in  their  local  Parliament, 
and  he  hoped  when  the  House  went  to  a 
division  the  action  of  the  citizens  of 
I  Bristol  and  the  decisions  of  the  Corpon- 
i  tion  and  the  large  interests  concerned 
I  would  be  upheld. 
I 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  Yorit- 
shire,  Cleveland)  said  the  town  of  Bristol 
generally  was  most  anxious  to  have 
this  Bill,  which  contained  many  matters 
of  far  wider  importance  than  the  question 
of  the  redistribution  of  seats.  He  would 
I  have  been  glad  to  have  had  a  Home  Office 
!  inquiry  into  this  question,  but  it  was 
!  too  late  to  re-open  it  now,  the  Bill  having 
I  passed  through  both  Houses.  When  the 
matter  came  before  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  it  was  found  that  both 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  and  its  oppcHients 
were  ready  to  come  to  an  arrangement 
and  the  House  of  Commons  passed  the 
Bill  on  that  understanding.  Then  it  wu 
found  that  the  Labour  Party  wetre  not  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  the  new  arrangement. 
It  was  impossible  for  the  House  of 
Commons  to  ehter  into  the  merits  of  a 
local  redistribution  scheme  of  that 
character.  It  was  far  better,  he  thought, 
that  these  matters  should  be  decided 
outside  Parliament  by  a  local  inquiry. 
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But  if  they  did  come  before  Pailiament, 
this  House  and  the  House  of  Loids, 
being  unable  to  decide  them  by  open 
debate  such  as  that  in  which  they  were 
er gaged,  had  delegated  these  matters  to 
Committee?,  and  those  were  the  proper 
tribunals  to  settle  them.  When  the 
matter  was  before  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  Labour  Party 
agreed  to  what  was  proposed.  When 
the  Bill  was  in  the  House  of  Lords  it  was 
then  time  for  the  Labour  Party  to  state 
their  case  and  ask  for  the  alteration 
desired.  However,  the  Labour  Party  did 
Eot  appear.  They  made  no  representa- 
tions to  the  Committee.  They  were 
apparently  under  the .  impression  that 
they  could  only  do  so  at  considerable 
expense  and  by  the  appearance  of  counfel. 
That  impression,  however,  was  wholly 
erroneous. 

A  LABOUR  MEMBER :  What  chance 
was  there  without  the  assistance  of 
counsel  ? 

Mh.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  replied 
that  petitioners  continually  appeared  on 
their  own  behalf  before  Private  BiU 
Committees,  and  in  a  matter  of  this  kind, 
which  was  in  no  sense  a  legal  matter,  a 
man  with  local  knowledge  would  probably 
be  able  to  state  his  case  better  than  any 
lawyer.  At  all  events,  the  Labour  Party 
allowed  the  matter  to  go  by  default,  and 
tiiat  being  so,  he  thought  the  House 
would  be  placed  in  an  impossible  position 


if  they  were  asked  to  decide  now  the 
justice  or  injustice  of  a  scheme  which  had 
passed  through  Committee  and  been 
assented  to  by  the  Lords.  There  were 
four  conceivable  courses  which  could  be 
suggested.  They  might  strike  out  the 
whole  of  that  part  of  the  Bill,  but 
the  procedure  of  Parliament  did  not 
allow  that.  The  Bill  having  passed 
Third  Reading  in  both  Houses,  the 
only  matters  which  were  still  open  to 
debate  were  Amendments  which  might 
be  disagreed  with  by  one  House  or  the 
other.  They  might  put  such  Amend- 
ments into  the  Bill  as  would  force  the 
promoters  to  withdraw  it  altogether. 
But  this  was  a  course  desired  by  no  one. 
They  might  disagree  with  the  Lords' 
Amendments  and  go  back  to  the  first 
scheme  proposed.  (4)  They  might  agree 
with  the  Lords'  Amendments  and  accept 
the  second  scheme  as  it  was  proposed  m 
the  House  of  Lords.  The  last  two 
courses  werf-  the  only  two  alternatives 
which  would  appeal  to  the  House,  and  see- 
ing that  the  second  scheme  secured  much 
greater  support  in  the  town  council,  while 
they  might  regret  exceedingly  that  no 
general  agreement  had  been  arrived  at  in 
the  matter,  the  only  course  possible  for 
the  House  to  adopt  was  to  agree  with  the 
Lords'  Amendments  and  to  reject  this 
Motion. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  44  ;  Noes, 
139.   (Division  List  No.  300.) 


Abraham.  WilUMn(Oork.  N.E.) 

Brace,  'William 

Burt,  Bt  Hon.  Thomas 

BjiM,  William  Pollard 

Crookr,  William 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Eamonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Ffrench,  Feter 

Flran,  James  Christopher 

GiU,  A.  H. 

Haalam,  Jamea  (Derbyshire) 

Hazleton,  Riobard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Headerson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Hightm,  John  Sharp 

Hirison,  Walter 


AYES. 

Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
Mao  Veigh,Charles(  Donegal, E. 
M'KiUop.  W. 
Murphy,  John 
,  Nolan,  Joseph 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
0'KeUy,James(Ro8common,N. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Richard8,T.F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lioooln) 


Robertson,  SirO.SoottCBradfrd 

Shaokleton,  David  Jamea 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,S. 

Snowden,  P. 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Sullivan,  I>onal 

SummerbeU,  T. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamaley) 

White,Patriok  (Meath,  North) 

WiUde,  Alexander 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhonghton) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  O'Grady  and  Mr. 
Kamsay  Mactlonald. 


Aoland-Hood,Rt.Hij.SirAlucF. 
Aenew,  George  William 
AUeii,A.  Aoland  (Cbristcboroh) 
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NOES. 

Ashley,  W.  W. 
Astbury,  John  Heir 
Atherley -Jones,  L. 


3B 


Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,  E. 
Baloarres,  Lord 
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Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beaoh,  Hn.  MichaelHughHioks 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beon.Sir J. Williams  (Devonp'rt 

BillsoQ,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Bt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

BrcMke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lancs.,Leigh) 

Bryce,Rt.Hn.Jamea(  Aberdeen. 

Barns,  Rt,  Hon.  John 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Cave,  George 

Cavendi8h,Rt.  Hn.  Victor  C.W. 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clarke,  C.  Qoddard 

Clough,  W. 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Corbett,C.H.(Sus8ex,E.Qriii8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

CraUc,  Sir  Henry 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Du  Cros,  Harvey 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Enimott,  Alfred 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Everett,  R.  Ijacey 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferjjuson,  R.  C.  Muuro 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Qoddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterlxurough) 

Grey,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Uarmswortii,  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r) 
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Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 
Pease.Herbert  Pike  (Darlington 
Price,  C.E.(Edinburgh,Centiil) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Boa,  Russell  (Gkiucester) 
Rees,  J.  D. 
Kendall,  Athelstan 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  John  H..  (Denbiji^) 
Robertson.  RtHn.  E.  (Dundee) 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Clevelaad) 
Scott,A.H.(A8hton-nnder-Lyiie 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  H. 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Staiiley,Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Stransa,  £.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Thomson,  W.ltitcheU-tLanark) 
Uie,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vemey,  P.  W. 

Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Ward,W.Dudley(Sontbanipt'n 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dnmbartooihin) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whiteley.George  ( York.W.E.) 
Whittey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Winfrey,  R. 


Haworth,  Aithur  A. 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,  W.) 

Hill,  Sir  Clement  (Shrewsbury) 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hol>art,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Isaacs,  Rnfus  Daniel 

Jardine.  Sir  J. 

JoDe8,William(C!amaryonsbire) 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Keewick,  William 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knatsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lament,  Norman 

Ijeese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Acoringtnn) 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire, Wirral) 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Long,RtHn.  Walter  (Dublin.S. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lynoh,  H.  B. 

Maodonald,J.M.  (FaUdrkB'ghs) 
Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 
M'Callnm,  John  H. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
IkrLafen,  H.  D.  (Stafford.  W.) 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Morgan,  Ot.  Hay  (Comw^l) 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Newnes,  F.  ( Notts.  ,B««8etlaw) 
Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 
Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid  I 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Tonwni 
Paul,  Herbert  I 


Telleks  for  the  Nobs— 
Mr.  Howell  Davia  and  Mr. 
Gibbs. 


to. 


Remaining  Lords'  Amendments  agreed 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

Postponed  Proceeding  on  Amendment 
to  Question,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  second  time,"  resumed — 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

*Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) said  that  the  principal  reason  for 
our  taking  part  in  the  Algeciras  Confer- 
ence was  to  safeguard  our  Imperial 
interests  and  to  further  British  trade 
in  Morocco.  That  was  perfectly  justi- 
fied when  we  considered  that  Great 
Britain  supplied  more  than  half  of 
the  imports,    that  we  took  more  than 


a  quarter  of  the  exports  and  that  more 
than  one-third  of  the  tonnage  visiting 
the  ports  of  Morocco  flew  the  Union 
Jack.  He  thought  anyone  who  had 
travelled  in  Morocco  must  acknowledge 
that  there  were  in  connection  with 
agriculture  and  other  branches  of  in- 
dustry great  possibilities.  The  country 
was  perhaps  the  most  fruitful  in  the 
whole  of  Africa.  He  congratulated  the 
House  upon  the  fact  that  our  Govern- 
ment before  the  Conference  at  Algeciras 
came  to  an  end,  ipduced  the  delegates 
to  make  communications  to  the  Sultan 
of  Morocco  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  In 
reply  to  a  question  on  July  10th  last, 
the  Secretary  of  State  informed  him 
that  he  had  received  information  that 
the  Sultan  had  given  orders  that  children 
born  free  should  not  be  sold  in  slavery. 
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it  would  be  folly  for  anybody  in  a  Parlia- 
ment   composed    as   this    was  not   to 
accept  the  fact  that  there  was  a  change 
of    Government,    and    that    obviously, 
therefore,   there   must   be   a   change   of 
policy ;  and  to  attack  the  Government 
because  they  adopted  a  policy  which  in 
many  degrees  difiered  from  that  of  the 
late  Government  would  be  a  waste  of 
time.    It  was  the  duty,  however,  of  those 
who  belonged  to  the  Party  opposed  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not    only  to 
watch  his  procedure,  and  to  criticise  it, 
if  necessary,  but  to  maintain  the  prin- 
ciples in  which  they  believed.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  a  few  days  ago  an 
account   of  his   stewardship   and   took 
considerable  exception  to  the  action  of 
his    hon.    friends    on    the    Opposition 
benches  for  criticising  some  of  the  work 
he    had  done.    He  was  bound  to  say 
there    was    great   justification    for   the 
criticism  they  had  passed  upon  many 
things.    He  would  only  mention  three — 
the  appointment  of  three  Commissions. 
He  would  say  nothing  about  the  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  Commission,  except  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  latest  sugges- 
tions   made  in  regard  to  this   subject 
would  receive  not   only  the    attention 
of    the    Royal    Comrai-ssion,    but    also 
the    sympathetic    consideration  of   the 
right    hon.     Gentleman    himself.      The 
solution    of    that    question    would    be 
found  in  the  lines  recently  suggested. 
In  regard  to  the  other  two  Commissions, 
he    was     bound     to     say    there    was 
good  reason  for   dissatisfaction  among 
his     hon.     friends     and     those     they 
represented   in   Ireland.    In   regard   to 
the  Railway  Commission  there  had  been 
no  representation  given  at  all  to  those 
who  controlled  and  worked  the  railways 
in   Ireland;     the    whole    case    of    the 
railway   interest   in   Ireland   had   been 
left  in  the  hands  of  people  who  were 
concerned   with   the   administration   of 
EngUsh    railways.    He   had   had   some 
experience  of  the  management  of  English 
raUways,    and    when    in     Ireland    he 
had   the    opportunity   of    investigating 
the    position    of    Irish    railways.     He 
believed   there    was   such    fundamental 
differences  between  the  two  systems  and 
the  conditions  which  surrounded  them 
that    if    the    Government    were    really 
desirous  of  doing  justice  to  them,  and 
if  they  wanted  to  command — as  they 


That  was  a  step  in  advance.     If  this 
country  could   interfere,   as   it   did  in 
the  case  of    Turkey,    with    respect    to 
affairs    in   Macedonia,  he    thought   we 
might,  as  far  as  we  possibly  could  with- 
out   coming    into  conflict   with   other 
Powers,  press  the  Sultan   of    Morocco 
to  put  a  stop  as  soon  as  possible  to  the 
public  sale  of  slaves  in  his  dominions. 
He  did  not  know  whether  many  Members 
of  this  House   had   seen   slaves  in  the 
flesh    or    seen    a  public  sale  of    them. 
Some    years    ago,    when    travelling    in 
Morocco,  he  went  down    a  narrow  lane 
in   Morocco  City    and    came  upon  an 
open  courtyard,  round  which  there  were 
seated    a   number    of    Moors  in    their 
white  dresses.    He  questioned  his  guide 
as  to  what  was  going  on,  and  the  guide 
confessed  that  it  was  the  slave  market,  a  ■ 
place  which  as  a  rule  Europeans  were  not  I 
allowed  to  see.    It  was  a  very  pitiable  j 
sight.    A   slave  was  led  round  by  the  i 
auctioneer,  his  teeth  were  looked  at,  and  j 
after  a  certain  amount  of  competition,  he 
was  knocked  down  for  £15.     A  woman  | 
and  child  were  the  last  to  be  sold.    They! 
were  born  in  slavery,  and  the  owner  had 
just  died.     The   consequence  was   that 
all  the  personal  efiects  of  the  deceased 
had  to  be  sold.    When  they  were  oiiered 
for  sale,  he  hoped  that  they  would  be 
sold  together,   but   unfortunately,  they 
were    not.      The   child,    four    or    five 
years  of  age,  was  sold  to  be  taken  in 
one  direction,  and  the  woman  in  another. 
He  earnestly  appealed  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  do  all  that  he  possibly  could, 
without    overstepping   the    Umit    which 
made  combination  with  the  other  Powers 
necessary,  to  have  the   public   sale    of 
slaves  done  away  with  in  Morocco. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dubhn,  S.) 
directed  attention  to  some  aspects  of 
Irish  affairs,  and,  in  the  first  place, 
criticised  the  composition  of  the  Railway 
Commission  in  that  no  representation 
had  been  given  upon  it  to  those  who 
controlled  railways  in  Ireland  The 
Chief  Secretary  had  recently  stated 
in  reply  to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Armagh,  that  ap- 
parently it  was  not  the  intention  or 
desire  of  the  Opposition  to  indict  the 
Irish  Government.  He  said  at  once 
in  answer  to  that  that  in  his  judgment 
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ought  to  do — the  confidence  and  sym- 
pathy of  the  people  who  worked  those 
railways,  they  ought  in  common  justice 
to  give  them    representation    of    their 
own    in   order  that   they  might  have 
the  opportunity  to  exercise  some  control 
over  the  conduct  of  the  inquiry  and  of 
saying  what  the  result  of  that  inquiry 
was  to  be.    He  felt  they  had  a  great 
grievance  in  the  fact  that  they  had  no 
representation.     In  regard  to  the  Land 
Commissioners,  there  was  justly  a  strong 
feeling  amongst  many  sections  of  the  com- 
munity.    They  had  never  had  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  any  justification 
for  his  dismissal  of  several  Land  Com- 
missioners whose  performance  of    their 
duties    had    been    creditable,    against 
whom  no  faults  had  been  alleged,  who  ' 
had  done  their  work  satisfactorily,  and 
who   were   summarily   disposed   of   and 
their    places     taken    by     men     whose 
credentials  were  no  better  than  those 
of  their  predecessors,  and  who  had  not 
the    same    experience,    having   only   a 
limited  knowledge  of  the  work  they  had 
to  do.  He  regretted  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man found  it  necessary  so  soon  after  his 
acceptance  of  ofiice  to  make  this  change 
not  because  he  regretted  the  appointment 
of  new  Assistant    Commissioners,    but 
because  a  great  injustice  was  done  to 
the  outgoing  Commissioners — ^men  who 
had  no  reason  to  expect  that  they  were 
going  to  be  dealt  with    in   this    way. 
Action  of  that  kind  must  produce  a  feeling 
of  want  of  confidence  and  discontent 
which  was  not  to  the  interest  of  the  public 
service.    His  hon.  and  gallant  friend  had 
also  taken  exception  to  the  action  of 
the  Irish  Government  in  regard  to  the 
eviction  of  Mr.  Ward  at  Longhrea,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  reply  had 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  to  say  whether  that  inter- 
ference  should  not  have  taken    place 
and  that  bloodshed  and  trouble  should 
have  followed.     There  was  nothing  fur- 
ther from  his  right  hon.   and  gallant 
friend's  desire  than  that  there  should  be 
any  such  consequence  as  bloodshed  and 
trouble. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.) : 
I  do  not  recollect  having  used  those 
words,  but  the  argument  was  that  the 
alternative  to  the  course  that  was  taken 

Mr.  Waiter  Long. 


would  have  been  that,  and  I  asked  him 
whether  he  would  have  been  prepared  to 
accept  that. 

Mr.  LONG  said  he  was  only  quoting 
from   memory.     Taking  it   that    way, 
the  result  must   obviously  have   been 
the   carrying   out   of  the   eviction  by 
force  if  there  had  not  been  this  inter- 
vention.   The    officer    who    made    the 
intervention  acted  under  the  authority 
of    the    right  hon.    Gentleman.     What 
were  the  circumstances  ?    A  man  was 
in  occupation  of  a  dwelling  and   was 
defying  the  law  and  refused  to   pve 
up  the  premises  to  those  who  had  the 
right  to  demand  that  they  should  be 
given  up.    The  right  hon.   Gentleman 
justified  his  interference  on  the  ground 
that  by  so  doing  he  had  brought  about 
a  peaceable  termination   of    an    affair 
which  otherwise  might  have  ended  in 
bloodshed.     As  to  how  it  would  have 
ended  they  did  not  know.    Many  of 
these  evictions  in  times  past  had  led 
to  terrible  scenes.    In  this  case  what  was 
going  on  ?    The  man  who  occupied  and 
declined  to  give  up  the  house  in  question 
was  at  the  same  time  taking  part    in 
measures  which  had  for  their  object  the 
inducing  of  some  other  people  to  give  up 
their    holdings    for     totally     different 
reasons.    He  could  sympathise  with  the 
Irish  Government  in  their  desire  to  avoid 
those  terrible  consequences  which  had 
more  than  once  ensued  from   measures 
I  which  were  necessary  for  the  enforce- 
ment   of    the    law  in  Ireland,   and  it 
!  was  not  to  this  particular  instance  that 
public  attention  needed  to  be  drawn.    It 
I  was  the  results  which  followed  an  opera- 
I  tion  of  this  kind.    He  took  the  story  as 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.    He 
was  quite  sure  it  was  correct.    The  rtory 
was  that  this  intervention  was  carried  01^ 
I  in  a  friendly  way  by  an  officer  of  the  Irish 
'  Government ;  the  man  Ward  was  told 
'  hat  if  he  did  not  give  up  the  iotce  of  the 
law  would  be  used  and  he  therefore  sor- 
rendired .  That  being  so,  Mr.  Ward  was  en- 
{ tirely  overcome  by  the  law  which  took  the 
,  form  rather  of  friendly  oounsel  than  of 
;  vigorous    action.     What    they    would 
'  want  to  know  later  would  be  what  was 
I  the  effect  of  this  particular  action,  not 
merely  upon  Mr.  Ward,  but  upon  the 
j  people  of  the  whole  district.    The  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  it  had 
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been  satisfaotoiy,  that  the  condition  of 
the  diatrict  was  day  by  day  improving  ; 
that  the  force  of  police  required  to  main- 
tain order  was  gradually  being  reduced, 
and  under  these  circumstances  so  far  as 
this  particular  instance  in  Loughrea  was 
concerned  there  was  no  cause  for  anxiv>ty. 
But  there  was  cause  for  anxiety.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  declared  in  the 
strongest  terms  that  the  Government 
meant  to  uphold  the  law.  If  it  was  true 
that  Mr.  Ward  was  one  of  those  who 
brought  influence  to  bear  upon  the  occu- 
piers of  grazing  farms  in  order  to  get 
them  to  give  up  their  holdings  so  that 
the  land  might  be  made  available  for  other 
purposes ;  if  the  land  was  obtained  by 
improper  means ;  if  they  allowed  force 
<  f  a  moral  kind  to  be  exercised  which 
ought  not  to  be  exercised,  then  they 
would  be  teaching  a  lesson  in  that  dis- 
trict which  would  bring  trouble.  Al- 
though the  Government  would  have 
dealt  with  a  single  incident  they  would 
have  given  encouragement  to  people 
who  were  only  too  readily  inclined  to 
take  the  lands  within  thai  reach  and 
torn  them  to  their  own  advantage. 
And  the  difficulties  of  the  Govenmient 
would  consequently  be  far  greater  when 
they  had  a  dozen  cases  to  deal  with 
than  when  they  had  a  single  case. 
Dealing  vigorously  with  these  oases 
not  only  settled  the  momentary  diffi- 
culty but  produced  peace  and  quiet  for 
some  time.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  that  there  was  too  much  law 
and  too  little  liberty  in  Ireland.  He 
did  not  know  what  was  meant  by  that. 
He  had  always  believed  that  the  law 
was  the  grreatest  protector  of  liberty.  In 
the  law  was  to  be  found  the  best  form  of 
liberty.  If  there  had  been  too  much 
law  and  too  little  liberty  there  were  some 
who  feared  that  the  phrase  might  be 
interpreted  to  mean  that  there  had  been 
too  muoh  latitude  given  to  those  who 
enforced  the  law  and  not  enough  to 
those  who  desired  to  interfere  with  the 
liberty  of  others  in  an  illegitimate 
manner.  There  was  a  considerable 
minority  in  Ireland  who  suffered  bitterly 
when  the  belief  obtained  that  the  law 
of  the  land  could  be  disregarded  and  the 
law  of  private  association  was  showrn 
to  be  stronger  than  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  compulsion  which  interfered  with 
their  ordinary  business  could  be  brought 


to  bear  on  private  individuals.  The 
right  hon.  Gontlemaa  knew  perfectly 
well  that  there  were  many  in  the  west 
of  Ireland  who  believed  that  there  was  an 
undueinterference  with  theirordinary  busi- 
ness— the  occupation  and  holding  of  farms 
and  so  forth.  He  would  therefore  urge 
upon  him  in  the  name  of  those  on  whose 
behalf  he  spoke  the  absolute  necessity 
for  exercising  every  possible  vigilance 
in  order  to  see  that  there  was  freedom 
not  only  for  one  class,  but  for  every  class, 
so  that  people  should  not  be  led  to 
surrender  their  holdings  or  their  business 
because  there  was  some  improper  feeling 
against  them  or  some  desire  to  get  land 
for  other  purposes  than  those  for  which 
they  were  using  it.  There  was  another 
praotioe  which  he  thought  was  most 
improper,  but  which  he  admitted  it  was 
exceedingly  difficult  to  deal  with.  It 
had  been  brought  to  his  knowledge  that 
there  had  been  in  existence  a  practice 
of  circulating  seditious  literature  among 
soldiers  quartered  in  Ireland.  Those 
who  ciioulated  this  literature  were  very 
difficult  to  find.  No  doubt  it  was  some 
wntohed  lad,  and  there  was  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  against  proceeding  against 
people  of  that  kind,  but  it  was  desirable  if 
possible  to  proceed  against  the  people  who 
were  the  real  source  of  the  mischief.  But 
these  lads  who  assisted  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  this  literature  did  it  knowing 
they  were  committing  an  illegal  act, 
and  he  thought  every  step  should  be 
taken  by  the  Government  to  check 
the  practice,  which  was  very  im- 
proper and  was  directed  against  the 
forces  of  the  Crown.  He  did  not  think 
it  was  beyond  the  power  of  the  Irish 
police  to  step  in  in  regard  to  such 
action,  and  he  had  no  doubt  they 
would  do  so  if  they  knew  they  would 
be  supported  in  any  proper  action. 
This  literature  was  distributed  to  the 
soldiers,  many  of  whom  were  young  men, 
and  the  object  was  to  make  them  false 
to  the  terms  of  their  enlistment,  and  to 
make  them  believe  that  they  were  in  a 
degrading  service.  He  hoped  the  Grovern- 
ment  would  put  down  this  disgraceful 
practice.  He  also  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  the  correspondence  which  had  passed 
between  the  Irish  Government  and 
the  Board  of  Intermediate  Education 
with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  latter 
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body.  A  great  deal  of  inteiest  was  taken 
in  this  question  by  people  of  all  classes, 
not  confined  to  those  with  whom  he 
generally  acted.  The  correspondence  he 
believed  had  not  been  published  at  present, 
at  all  events  he  had  not  seen  it,  but  he 
thought  it  was  most  desirable  that 
it  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
public,  in  order  that  those  who  were 
interested  might  know  the  facts.  When 
he  left  Ireland  there  were  in  progress 
a  great  many  schemes  connected  with 
harbour,  pier  and  railway  develop- 
ment. He  believed  that  the  very 
best  thing  that  could  be  done  for 
Ireland  was  to  carry  out  these  works 
of  internal  and  coast  improvement, 
and  he  earnestly  hoped  that  whatever 
schemes  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had 
in  his  mind  with  regard  to  the  future 
government  of  Ireland  he  would  not 
let  them  interfere  with  the  equally 
if  not  more  important  question  of  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  the 
country.  He  regretted  that  the  carrying 
out  of  these  schemes  should  have  been 
temporarily  arrested.  So  long  as  the 
policy  of  the  Government  was  the 
maintenance  of  the  law  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  Ireland,  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  find  no  hostile 
critics  on  that  side  of  the  House.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  exceptional 
opportunities  which  were  not  enjoyed  by 
his  predece8sors,and  he  believed  that  these 
powers  were  given  to  him  not  so  much  in 
view  of  contentment  prevailing  in  the 
present  but  in  a  confident  hope  and 
expectation  for  the  future.  It  was  not, 
however,  for  them  to  deal  with  these  pro- 
posals until  they  came  before  the  House 
in  a  practical  form,  and  therefore  it  was 
not  their  desire  to  indict  the  Government 
or  challenge  their  action.  It  was  their 
duty  to  watch  their  policy  and  see 
what  the  results  of  that  policy  were.  All 
they  said  was  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  going  to  do  justice  to 
Ireland  it  must  be  justice  to  all  classes 
and  not  justice  to  one  only. 


Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.)  said  that  in  view  of  the  short 
time  at  their  disposal  he  would  curtail 
his  remarks  as  much  as  possible,  as 
others  wished  to  speak.  There  had 
been    absolutely  no  crime    in    Wexford 

Mr.  Ijong 


of  any  sort  or  kind,  since  1878 
and  the  magistrates  were  invariably  pre- 
sented with  white  gloves  at  the  Assizes, 
and  under  those  circumstances  it  was 
perfectly  ridiculous  that  it  should  be 
proclaimed  under  the  Peace  Preservation 
Act.  There  was  no  necessity  for  it 
It  was  an  insult  to  the  county,  and  he 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  repeal 
the  Proclamation.  With  regard  to  the 
fishing  industries,  he  blamed  the  system 
that  existed  under  which  these  im- 
portant industries  were  neglected 
rather  than  the  Chief  Secretaries  who 
preceded  the  right  hon.  Grentleman.  In 
1902  he  first  drew  attention  to  this  matter, 
and  the  then  Chief  Secretary  said  he 
would  make  inquiries.  In  1903  he  was 
told  that  those  inquiries  were  proceeding, 
in  1904  that  they  were  approaching 
a  satisfactory  conclusion,  and  now  in 
1906  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  said  no  inquiries  had  been 
made.  Upon  the  last  occasion,  about 
eighteen  months  ago,  when  he  brought  this 
matter  forward  the  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  that  if  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  bring  him  a  perfected 
plan  he  would  not  find  the 
Treasury  wanting,  yet  nothing  had 
been  done.  Except  the  assistance  given 
in  regard  to  the  harbours  at  Arklow 
and  Wicklow  nothing  had  been  done. 
He  believed  the  fishing  industry  was  the 
largest  industry  in  Ireland;  there  were 
more  men  engaged  in  it  than  there  were 
agricultural  labourers  in  the  country. 
The  Government  had  given  a  large  sum 
for  the  agricultural  labourers  and  he 
thought  the  time  had  come  when  they 
should  do  something  for  the  fishermen. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  pay  a  visit  to  the 
eastern  and  southern  coasts  and  see  these 
fishermen  and  realised  the  possibilities  of 
the  fishing  industry,  he  was  sure  he  would 
be  converted  to  their  views.  With  regard 
to  the  fishing  boate  supplied  to  the 
congested  districts,  he  saw  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  be  built  in  Ireland. 
He  believed  they  could  be  built  as 
cheaply  there  as  elsewhere,  and  he 
hoped  in  future  that  they  would  not  be 
built  on  this  side,  of  the  Channel. 


Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said  he  recog- 
nised  the    difficulties   which    the   Land 
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CommissioneTS  had  to  contend  with, 
and  the  great  responsibility  cast  upon 
them,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  criticise 
them,  unduly  but  he  wished  to  direct 
his  remarks  to  two  or  three  particular 
points.  One  was  the  lack  of  energy 
with  which  the  Land  Commissioners  in 
Ireland  tackled  the  all-important  ques- 
tions of  grazing  lands,  the  evicted  tenants, 
and  the  labourers.  He  drew  attention 
to  two  cases  which  had  occurred  during 
the  last  fortnight,  in  one  of  which  160 
acres  were  sold  to  a  man  who  already 
held  ft  large  tract  of  land,  with  the 
result  that  thirty  or  forty  families  were 
imable  to  secure  land.  In  the  second 
case  a  man  already  owning  over  100  acres 
secured  some  further  300  acres.  It 
seemed  that  to  those  who  had  much, 
much  was  to  be  given.  He  desired  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  urge  the  Estates 
Commissioners  to  use  their  powers  of 
acquiring  untenanted  land  for  the  purpose 
of  restoring  evicted  tenants.  It  was  futile 
to  think  of  settling  the  Irish  land  question 
by  the  mere  transfer  of  land  from  a 
certain  number  of  landlords  to  a  certain 
number  of  tenants  if  they  did  not  above  all 
things  deal  with  the  congestion  in  the 
west  and  other  parts  of  Ireland.  The 
plain  and  palpable  intentions  of  Parlia- 
ment three  years  ago  were  that  the 
evicted  tenants  should  be  reinstated  as 
for  as  possible  and  the  grazing  lands 
divided  amongst  the  industrious  popula- 
tion. 


Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.)  asked 
for  information  as  to  what  course  the 
Government  proposed  to  take  in  regard 
to  the  Bann  drainage.  Sir  Alexander 
Binnie  brought  in  a  report  some  months 
ago  which  by  the  people  in  the  district 
was  regarded  as  a  very  practical  way 
of  dealing  with  the  question.  The 
cost  was  estimated  at  £75,000,  and 
he  thought  if  the  Chief  Secretary 
could  see  his  way  to  give  some 
practical  relief  the  best  form  it  could 
take  would  be  to  contribute  a  substantial 
sum  towards  the  cost  of  carrying  out 
Sir  Alexander  Binnie's  scheme. 


Mr.  POWEB  (Waterford,  E.)  urged 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  give  his  attention 
tp  the  question   of  tbe   Irish   fisheries. 


There  was  a  large  coast  to  protect  and 
they  had  very  little  help  from  the 
Admiralty  in  the  matter.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  might  certainly 
press  upon  the  Admiralty  the  necessity 
of  providing  gunboate  to  assist  the  only 
two  boate  they  now  had  for  the  protection 
of  the  coast.  Beferriug  to  the  duties  of 
the  Estate  Commissioners  with  regard  to 
tenancies,  he  regretted  that  the  circular 
issued  by  that  authority  had  not  been 
more  favourably  received  by  the  land- 
lords. In  many  places  the  landlords 
looked  upon  the  action  of  the  Com- 
missioners as  an  attempt  to  intimidate 
them.  The  Estates  Commissioners  had 
endeavoured  to  carry  out  a  settlement 
with  regard  to  tenancies,  and  he  thought 
the  landlords  should  be  particularly 
glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
handing  the  land  over,  especially 
when  the  price  offered  was  far  larger 
than  they  could  ever  have  hoped 
to  have  got  under  the  Act  of  1903. 
The  representative  of  the  landlord 
said  that  he  objected  to  the  In- 
spector reporting  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners in  regard  to  these  farms. 
The  Inspector  thought  that  he  had  no 
power  to  insist  on  inspection  if  the 
landlord  objected.  It  would  be  a 
monstrous  state  of  things  if  it  were 
possible  for  such  a  landlord  openly  to 
defy  the  wish  of  Parliament,  and  he  was 
perfectly  sure  that  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, when  the  case  was  brought  to 
their  notice,  would  make  it  clear  that 
this  landlord  could  not  trifle  with  the 
wish  of  Parliament.  From  an  executive 
point  of  view,  it  was  desirable  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  should  make  a  state- 
ment on  the  subject.  These  people  had 
lived  in  the  hope  that  they  would  be 
restored  to  the  btrms  and  to  the  houses 
they  themselves  built,  and  it  would  have 
a  disastrous  effect  on  the  peace  and  the 
condition  of  the  locality  if  they  were 
to  be  told  now  that  they  had  no  hope 
of  being  restored  to  the  farms. 


Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (Kildare,  N.) 
said  he  was  not  surprised  to  hear  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Dublin  make  the  characteristic 
speech  which  he  had  delivered.  It  was  full 
of  the  cry  for  repressive  measures.    He  was 
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bound  to  make  that  speech,  having  regard 
to  the  place  and  the  people  he  represented. 
He  himself  wished  to  enforce  the  demand 
made  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Wexford.  There  was  absolutely  no  use 
for  the  Crimes  Act  in  Ireland.  It  was  an 
Act  passed  many  years  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  an  exceptional 
state  of  things  which  had  ceased  to  exist. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  was  at 
present  responsible  for  the  Government 
of  Ireland  had  established  for  himself 
the  character  of  a  philosopher.  When 
the  late  Mr.  Forster  was  asked  to  make 
permanent  the  Coercion  Act  of  1882, 
he  absolutely  refused  to  do  so,  stating 
that  he  would  not  be  the  man  to  hang 
up  a  sword  of  Damocles  for  anybody  but 
hunself  to  take  down.  Mr.  Forster  had 
confidence  in  himself,  but  none  in  his 
successors.  The  present  Chief  Secretary 
now  found  himself  in  possession  of  such  a 
sword.  He  could  hang  it  up  or  take  it 
down  at  pleasure.  He  trusted  that  he 
could  show  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
some  reason  why  he  should  take  it  down 
for  the  last  time  and  throw  it  away. 
Writing  on  the  subject  of  civil  liberty, 
the  plmosopher  Paley  said — 

"  A  law  being  found  to  produoo  no  senaible 
good  effects  is  a  anfficient  reason  for  repealing 
it,  as  adrerse  and  injurions  to  the  right*  of  free 
citizens,  without  demanding  specinc  evidence 
of  its  bad  effects.  This  maxim  might  be  re- 
membered with  advantage  in  the  revision  of 
many  of  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  amongst 
people  enamoured  to  excess  and  jealous  of  their 
liberty  it  seems  a  matter  of  surprise  that  this 
principle  has  been  so  imperfectly  attended  to." 

He  thought  that  principle  might  be 
attended  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  present.  He  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
make  out  a  comparative  statement  of 
crime  in  Ireland,  England  and  Scotland. 
If  he  were  to  quote  the  figures,  though 
he  did  not  intend  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  in  doing  so,  he  thought  hon. 
Members  would  wonder  at  the  amount 
of  money  spent  on  police  in  Ireland, 
where  there  was  a  comparatively  small 
amount  of  crime,  as  compared  with  the 
amount  of  money  spent  on  police  in 
England  and  Scotland  where  there  was 
an  enormous  and  increasing  amount  of 
crime  to  be  dealt  with.  A  reduction  of 
the  police  force  in  Ireland  had  been 
promised  from  time  to  time,  but  he 
doubted    whether    that    was    going    on 

Jlfr.  John  O'Connor. 


apace.  He  trusted  that  what  he  now 
said  in  regard  to  the  Crimes  Act  would  not 
be  said  in  vain,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  see  his  way  to  have  it 
repealed. 

Mb.  BRTCE  said  he  would  not 
enter  in  detail  into  the  points  which 
had  been  raised.  Some  of  the  ques- 
tions could  only  be  answered  by  entering 
at  considerable  length  into  the  way  the 
law  was  administered.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wexford  had  objected  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Peace  Preservation 
Act  and  had  denounced  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  County  of  Wexford.  It 
reminded  him  of  a  parallel  case  when, 
thirty  years  ago,  he  vinted  Iceland  and 
had  difficulty  in  getting  quarters  in  the 
capital  town.  The  authorities  said  that, 
as  the  gaol  had  not  an  occupant,  they 
would  be  only  too  happy  to  give  him 
quarters  there.  The  question  of  the 
Peace  Preservation  Act  was  engaging  his 
attention,  and  during  the  course  of  the 
autimin  he  would  consider  the  whole 
subject  fully  to  see  whether  the  proclama- 
tion of  a  certain  number  of  counties 
could  be  withdrawn. 


Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR:    WiU  you 
repeal  the  Act  ? 


Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  would  consider 
the  whole  subject.  On  the  subject  of 
the  fisheries  he  regretted  as  much  as 
the  hon.  Baronet  that  the  industry  of  line 
fishing  was  diminishing.  It  was  diminish- 
ing all  over  the  United  Kingdom,  it 
was  diminishing  on  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland,  on  the  Moray  Firth,  and  on 
the  Aberdeenshire  and  Kincardineshire 
coast.  This  was  largely  owing  to  the 
growth  of  trawlers,  and  therefore  the 
hon.  Baronet  must  not  suppose  that 
the  diminution  was  confined  to  the 
North  of  Ireland.  He  would  do  what 
he  could  to  encourage  the  fishing  in- 
dustry, but  why  should  not  the  hon. 
Member  if  he  thought  the  subject  had 
been  inadequately  dealt  with  by  the 
Department  tender  evidence  to  the 
Committee  who  were  sitting  on  that 
subject,  and  say  what  could  be  done  for 
the  promotion  of  fisheries  in  that  part 
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of  the  country.    As   to   the  provision 
of  gonboats  the  Admiralty  was  very 
chaif    in    giving     gunboats    for     the 
protection  of  fisheries,    and    even   the 
Secretary    for     Scotland     found    great 
difficulty   in    getting     help     from   the 
Admiralty.    They  ha^rtwo  boats  which 
were  engaged  in  the   work,  and  these 
he  thought  were  sufficient.    A  trawler 
might  escape  now  and  again,  but  he  did 
not    think     much     harm    was    done. 
The  hon.  Member  for  North  Cork  had 
called  attention  to  grazing   lands   and 
evicted  tenants,  and  had  brought  ap  a 
case  in  which  he  did  not  think  justice 
had  been  done.    His  complaint  was  that 
the    Estates    Commissioners    were    not 
saffioiently  energetic  in  getting  hold  of  un- 
tenanted   land.     He    once    travelled    in 
company  with  the  Estates  Commissioners 
some  years  ago  and  they  talked  a  great 
deal  about  the  subject.     He  could  assure 
the  House  that  the  Commissioners  were 
exceedingly   anxious   to   carry   out   the 
duties   thrown    upon    them,    and    they 
were  anxious  to  get  hold  of  untenanted 
land  and  divide  it  up  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people.     They    were  by    no    means 
friends   of    the    large    grazing    ranches. 
\ow  and  then  it  was  not  possible  for 
them  to  avoid  leaving  a  certain  amount 
of  untenanted  land  in  the  hands  of  some 
person  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  speak- 
ing generally  the  Estates  Commissioners 
were  not  selling  land  to  large  holders. 
Sometimes  they  had  to  make  a  bargain 
to  get  other  advantages,  but  they  were 
doing   what    they   could   to   break   up 
grazing  farms  and  put  them  into  the 
hands  of  men  who  would  use  for  them  for 
agricultural  purposes.    The  hon.  Member 
had  referred  to  congestion,  other  than  in 
the    congested    districts.    There    were 
parts  of  Ireland  where  that  evil  existed. 
The  hon.  Member  knew  that  the  attention 
of  the  Qovemment  had  been  called  to 
this  point.      They  had  lately  appointed 
a  Commission  to  deal  with  the  question, 
and  it  was  part  of  the  reference  to  that 
Commission   to    inquire   whether   there 
were  not  outside  the  areas  now  scheduled 
as  congested  other  districts  practically 
in  the  same  position  which  ought  to  have 
special    treatment    accorded    to   them, 
and  to  ascertain  how  much  untenanted 
land   there  was  which  could  be  made 


available  in  whatever  part  of  Ireland  for 
the  relief  of  congestion.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  see  that  the 
importance  of  the  subject  was  fully 
realised  by  the  Irish  Government 
who  were  endeavouring  to  do  all 
they  could  in  the  matter.  He 
assured  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Waterford  that  the  Government  were 
doing  all  they  could  to  meet  the  cases 
of  the  evicted  tenants.  The  six  new 
inspectors  were  busily  investigating  cases 
and  advising  the  Estates  Commissioners 
as  to  lands  available  where  they  could  ba 
placed.  The  inspectors  could  not  tres- 
pass on  lands  where  the  owner  did  not 
desire  their  presence,  but  the  Estates 
Commissioners  would  have  their  atten- 
tion directed  to  such  cases  and  would 
exercise  their  jurisdiction  when  the  lands 
came  to  be  sold  to  impose  such  con- 
ditions in  regard  to  untenanted  land 
as  would  be  salutary  and  beneficial 
for  the  neighbourhood  and  the  small 
people  who  desired  to  acquire  land.  He 
had  no  complaint  to  make  against  the 
tone  and  spirit  of  the  remarks  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  South  Dub- 
lin. His  speech  was  in  no  way  acri- 
monious, and  it  did  not  make  any  unfair 
charges  against  the  Irish  Government, 
He  quite  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  wish  that  schemes  to  which 
he  was  attached  should,  from  time  to 
time,  be  debated  in  this  House,  and  that 
the  attention  of  the  House  should  be 
called  to  anything  that  might  be  de- 
scribed as  a  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  Government.  He  did  not  think, 
however  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  shown  that  the  Government  had 
departed  from  the  admirable  general 
maxims  that  he  laid  down.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke  first  of  the  ap- 
pointments to  the  different  Commissions 
by  the  Government,  and  said,  what  he 
(Mr.  Bryce)  was  very  glad  to  hear,  that 
if  the  Royal  Commission  sitting  at 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  was  able  to  arrive 
at  any  solution  that  would  satisfy  Irish 
public  opinion  on  the  long-vexed  Uni- 
versity  question,  which  had  been  a 
trouble  to  British  ParUaments  beyond 
the  memory  of  anyone  now  sitting  in 
the  House,  he  and  he  believed  the 
Opposition  would  support  it. 
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.    Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  No,  I  did  not 

say  anything  in  regard  to  the  Opposition. 
The  only  matter  I  was  referring  to  was 
the  latest  suggestion  that  had  been 
made,  and  which  I  hoped  would  receive 
the  attention  of  the  Commission  and  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  have  only  read  of  the  suggestion  within 
the  last  forty-eis;ht  hours,  but  I  think  it 
is  a  solution  which  everyone  will  rejoice 
in. 


Mr.  BRYCE:  I  thought  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  speaking  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  himself 
desiring  to  see  a  solution  of  this  question. 
He  certainly  said  it  was  outside  of  Party 
politics  and  in  that  I,  of  course,  agree 
with  him.  Continuing,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to  the  Commission 
on  Irish  railways.  It  had  been  said  that 
there  was  a  feeling  among  a  certain  number 
of  people  connected  with  the  railways 
that  the  Commission  was  a  menace  to 
them.  He  could  not  understand  how 
that  feeling  arose.  The  only  result 
of  the  Commission  would  be,  he  was  quite 
sure,  beneficial  to  Ireland.  He  trusted 
that  it  would  be  found  possible  to  work 
the  Irish  railways  more  economically 
and  eftectively  than  they  were  at  present 
worked.  That  would  lead  to  greater 
efficiency  and  would  result  in  better 
dividends  to  the  shareholders.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  Commission  would 
be  able,  to  suggest  more  economical 
methods  of  working  based  on  English 
experience  and  the  development  of  the 
branch  line  system.  He  had  never  heard 
any  suggestion  from  Irish  railway  com- 
panies that  they  should  have  any  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Commission.  The  Com- 
mission consisted  of  gentlemen  who 
had  held  high  places  in  the  railway  world. 
The  Chairman,  Sir  Charles  Scotter,  was  a 
member  of  the  Commission  which  sat 
upon  Irish  railways  twenty  years  ago 
and  knew  the  Irish  railway  system 
thoroughly.  He  did  not  think  that  in 
any  way  the  interests  of  the  Irish  railways 
^  could  be  threatened  or  imperilled  by  the 
Commission  which  had  been  appointed. 
The  Commission  could  do  nothing  but 
good,  and  he  hoped  that  the  groundless 
apprehensions  to  which  expression  had 
been  given  would  be  diomissed  from  the 


minds  of  those  who  held  them.  As 
regards  the  Land  Commission,  also  referred 
to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
would  not  go  again  into  the  justification 
he  made  three  months  ago.  The  accou  nts 
he  had  received  from  those  who  h^d 
to  deal  with  the  new  Assist  int  Commis- 
sioners, and  those  whom  they  served, 
were  to  the  effect  that  they  were  better 
men  and  were  doing  their  work  more 
efiSciently  than  their  predecessors.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  substitution  of 
these  five  new  men  had  been  amply 
justified  in  the  result,  and  he  repeated  what 
he  had  said  on  a  previous  occasion,  thit 
politics  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  appointments,  because  the  authoriti-j-s 
had  not  the  slightest  knowledge  of  th: 
political  opinions  of  any  one  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioners.  Referring  t? 
the  Loughrea  dispute  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  South  Dublin  had  confined 
his  criticism  to  the  suggestion  that  if 
any  intervention  on  the  part  of  ths 
Government  in  that  dispute  were  to  en- 
courage in  any  way  intimidation  or 
disorder  or  any  interference  with  private 
life  that  would  be  unfortunate.  He 
(Mr.  Bryce)  quite  agreed,  but  he  had 
no  reason  to  believe  thatit  wonldhave  that 
effect.  Loughrea  was  a  part  of  Ireland 
where  disorder  might  be  said  to  be  more 
or  less  endemic.  He  could  not  say  UuX 
even  now  the  condition  of  the  place 
was  altogether  satisfactory,  but  he  be- 
lieved the  condition  would  be  a  great 
deal  worse  but  for  the  last  intervention. 
A  very  serious  conflict,  which  would 
have  resulted  no  doubt  in  serious  blood- 
shed, was  only  averted  by  the  action 
of  the  Under-Secretary.  It  was  most 
fortunate  that  he  had  such  an  Under- 
Secretary.  The  Irish  Government  had 
in  no  way  departed  from  the  principle 
they  laid  down  from  the  first,  viz., 
that  they  had  been  endeavouring  to 
give  to  every  private  person  all  the 
protection  possible,  whether  by  way 
of  police  protection  or  by  prosecution 
of  offenders  where  the  ofience  was  one 
which  could  be  made  the  subject  of 
prosecution.  Where  there  had  been 
any  attempts  at  intimidation,  action 
had  been  taken.  The  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  authorised  him  to  say  that 
no  case  in  which  there  was  sufficient 
evidence     to     justify     a      prosecution 
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had  been  brought  to  his  notice  without  his 
ordering  a  prosecution.  The  Irish 
Government  believed  that  it  was  its 
first  duty  to  enforce  the  law  whenever 
it  could.  There  were,  however,  means 
of  bringing  intimidatory  force  to  bear 
upon  individuals  with  which  the  law 
could  not  deal.  Wherever  there  was 
a  prospect  of  enforcing  the  law  there 
the  Government  would  not  neglect  their 
duty.  The  right  hon.  Member  for  South 
DabUn  referred  to  the  distribution  of 
seditious  literature  among  soldiers  in 
Ireland.  He  (Hr.  Bryce)  had  heard 
of  no  such  distribution.  There  had 
been  a  few  instances  in  which  attempts 
had  been  made  to  distribute  anti- 
recruiting  leaflets,  but  they  were 
very  few  and  it  had  been  found  im- 
possible to  discover  the  perpetrators. 
The  particular  case  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mentioned  must  have  been 
exaggerated  or  based  upon  some  idle 
report,  because  the  police  were  very 
careful  to  give  information  from  time 
to  time  on  all  ofiences  that  came  to  their 
knowledge,  and  they  had  not  reported 
any  such  case.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  asked  that  the  correspondence 
between  the  Irish  Government  and 
the  Intermediate  Education  Board  should 
be  published.  No  one  desired  that  that 
correspondence  should  be  published  more 
than  he  (Mr.  Bryce)  did.  He  had  hoped 
to  have  it  published  before  now,  as  he 
said  a  few  days  ago.  The  position  was 
this,  that  the  members  of  the  Inter- 
mediate Board  did  not  desire  their 
partof  the  correspondence  to  be  published, 
and  the  Irish  Government  had  there- 
fore refrained  from  publishing  their 
part  because  they  felt  it  would  not  be 
fair  to  do  so  if  the  Board  did  not  publish 
their  replies.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man represented  the  Board 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  Certainly  not. 
I  have  only  raised  the  question  in  the 
interests  of  those  who  want  to  have  the 
fitllest  information  in  regard  to  it. 

Mb.  BRTCE  said  his  own  personal 
wish  would  be  to  publish  the  oorrespon- 
dence  to-morrow.  He  had  it  almost  all  in 


print  and  it  could  be  published  at  a  day's 
notice.  He  agreed  with  what  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  South  Dublin  had  said 
as  to  the  importance  of  schemes  for  the 
development  of  harbours  and  railways  in 
Ireland,  but  the  right  hon.  Member  of 
course  knew  that  money  was  necessary  for 
these  purposes.  It  was,  moreover,  very 
difRoult  to  decide  which  of  a  number  of 
schemes  for  improvements  throughout 
the  country  should  be  selected,  and  the 
greatest  oare  was  needed  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  money  the  Irish  Government 
had  at  its  disposal.  One  of  the  projects 
for  which  there  was  a  great  demand  was 
the  drainage  of  the  River  Bann.  There 
was  nothing  nearer  his  heart  than  to 
secure  the  carrying  out  of  that  project. 
The  Irish  Government  were  going  to 
communicate  with  the  county  council  to 
see  what  help  they  could  give,  and  to 
discover  whether  any  means  could  be 
found  by  which  the  water  power  of  the 
Bann  could  be  utilised  for  industrial 
purposes  which  would  repay  some  of  the 
cost  of  the  project.  He  would  do  his 
best  to  bring  about  a  solution  far  too  long 
delayed.  The  House  would  be  glad  to 
know  that  in  Ireland  generally  there  was 
freedom  from  crime  and  disorder.  The 
reports  of  Judges  who  had  attended  the 
assizes  where  most  hopeful.  The  aims 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated 
in  his  concluding  sentences  to  be  his 
were  those  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  hoped  that  even  if  the 
methods  by  which  the  Government 
proposed  to  attain  the  ends  that  they 
had  in  view  were  different  from  those 
favoured  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
he  would  recognise  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  Government  to  secure  equal  justice 
to  all  classes  in  Ireland,  to  render  Ireland 
powerful  and  prosperous,  and  to  see  that 
respect  for  the  law  went  hand  in  hand 
with  that  large  measure  of  liberty  and 
self-government  which  they  hoped  the 
country  would  enjoy. 


Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  complained  that  there  had  been 
only  one  day  for  Scottish  Estimates.  There 
was  one  important  point  which  he 
wished  to  bring  before  the  notice  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  that  was  the 
administration  of  the  Central  Board  which 
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controlled  Scottish  affairs.  A  great  deal 
wa*  needed  to  strengthen  the  Central 
Board,  and  he  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  if  he  would  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  working  of  the  Board.  He  was 
confident  that  a  good  many  of  the 
smaller  Boards  could  be  made  more 
effective  by  amalgamation.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  had  proposed 
to  absorb  the  Congested  District  Board 
in  a  land  commission.  The  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  Scotland  was  an 
admirable  Department,  but  there 
were  other  Boards  which  might  be 
amalgamated.  For  instance,  the  Prison 
Board  and  the  Lunacy  Board  might 
be  amalgamated.  It  would  be  as 
great  an  advantage  to  have  the  Bo&rd 
of  Education  moved  to  Edinburgh  as  it 
would  be  to  have  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
moved.  The  Local  Government  Board 
no  doubt  did  admirable  work,  but  it 
was  not  properly  equipped  to  carry 
out  legislation.  In  his  opinion  one  of 
the  greatest  benefits  that  the  people 
of  Scotland  could  have  would  be  a 
strong  departmental  inquiry  into  the 
working  of  all  these  different  Boards, 
into  the  possibility  of  having  the  repre- 
sentative element  introduced,  and  into 
the  advisability  of  amalgamating  the 
Boards  where  possible. 


*Mb.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  said  there 
was  no  doubt  that  these  Boards  were 
working  most  unsatisfactorily,  and  it  was 
unfortunate  that  the  Secretary  for  Soot- 
land  was  not  their  master.  Parliament 
could  not  get  near  these  Boards.  Mr. 
Gladstone  said  on  many  occasions 
between  1886  and  1892  that  it  was  all 
very  well  to  have  good  laws,  but  things 
could  not  be  got  to  work  right  unless 
there  was  good  administration  also. 
They  wanted  m  Scotland  good  administra- 
tion. What  he  complained  of  was  that 
there  had  been  only  two  or  three  hours 
this  session  for  the  discussion  of  Scottish 
affairs.  There  were  a  number  of  social 
questions  affecting  Scotland  which  the 
present  Government  were  pledged  to 
attend  to  and  which  must  be  attended 
to.  The  Prime  Minister  had  said  that 
one  of  the  great  things  needed  was  the 
colonisation  of  our  own  country.  Many 
parts    of    Scotland    wanted    colonising. 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson. 


Millions  of  money  were  wasted  each 
year  in  foreign  countries  which  should 
have  been  saved  for  the  benefit  of 
Scotland,  and  to  enable  Sootomen  to 
live  in  their  own  country.  The  main 
roads  wanted  attending'  to  and  the  steam- 
boat service  to  be  developed.  New  har- 
bours were  required.  [Cries  of  "  Divide," 
and  laughter.]  Hon.  Members  sneered 
at  him  for  trying  to  do  something  for 
his  constituents.  He  was  not  going  to  sit 
down,  however,  but  was  prepared,  if  neces- 
sary, to  sit  all  night.  To  his  repeated 
Questions  as  to  the  suppression  of  illegal 
trawling  he  had  had  no  satisfactory 
Answer.  Some  of  the  cruisers  that 
were  engaged  in  this  work  were  not 
doing  it  properly,  and,  therefore,  some- 
body ought  to  go  and  see  that  they  did 
it  properly.  He  had  asked  more  than 
once  to  be  allowed  to  see  what 
these  cruisers  were  doing,  but  had 
been  refused.  That  refusal  was 
proof  of  his  assertion  that  the  work 
was  not  being  properly  done.  As  to 
education,  he  was  afraid  that  the  pupil 
teacher  system  was  going  to  be  done 
away  with  without  the  House  being 
consulted.  He  hoped  that  the  Prime 
Minister  would  next  year  treat  Scotland 
at  least  as  well  as  he  treated  Ireland 
in  the  matter  of  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussion. At  present  there  were  millions 
of  money  voted  without  discussion.  It 
was  a  scandal  and  a  shame  that  that 
should  occur  in  a  civilised  country  of  this 
sort,  and  there  ought  to  be  found  time 
and  means  for  the  thorough  discussion  of 
the  expenditure  of  money  before  it  was 
voted. 


The  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  must  not  go  into  this 
matter  on  the  present  occasion. 


'^Mb.  MORTON,  continuing,  said  he 
hoped  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  would 
show  more  backbone  and  be  master 
of  all  the  Boards  that  were  ruining 
Scotland  as  similar  Boards  had  ruined 
Ireland. 


The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  SiNOLAiK,  Forfarshire)  remarked 
that     no     one      knew      better     than 
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the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  spoken 
that  the  Government  regretted  as  fully 
and  deeply  as  he  did  that  more  time 
could  not  be  given  to  Scottish  business. 
The  volume  of  business  of  the  House 
was  increasing  yearly,  and  the  Oovem- 
ment  had  not  yet  had  time  to  carry  out 
their  purpose  of  lessening  the  labours 
of  the  House  in  matters  of  detail  It 
was  rujt  in  order  on  that  occasion  to 
discuss  legislation,  but  he  might  say 
that  in  the  legislation  they  had 
promised  the  Government  had  given 
substantial  evidence  of  their  desire  to 
deal  with  the  present  evils  in  Scotland. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Leith  Burghs 
had  alluded  to  the  question  of  the  Boards. 
Personally,  he  would  like  to  have  more 
experience  before  he  expressed  any  definite 
opinion  as  regards  the  work  of  these  bodies. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  legislation 
introduced  by  the  Government  they 
were  now  attempting  to  deal  with  three 
of  the  existing  Boards.  There  were  four 
Boards  that  remained,  and  he 
was  prepared  to  admit  that  it  was  quite 
possible  that  more  economical  and  better 
government  might  ensue  from  some 
different  anangement  with  regard  to  their 
working.  These  were  the  Lunacy  Com- 
missioners, the  Prison  Commissioners,  the 
Fishery  Board,  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  He  would  greatly  like  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  several  of  the 
points  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sutherland,  but  he  dared  not  at  that  late 
hour.  He  would  only  throw  out  the 
remark  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  while 
on  the  one  hand  there  was  no  definite 
charge  of  inefficiency  or  extravagance 
that  could  be  brought  against  the 
Boards 

''Mb.  MORTON:  I  have  made  such  a 
charge  and  I  stick  to  it. 

MB.SINCLAIB:  On  the  other  hand,  he 
was  prepared  to  admit  that  improvement 
might  follow  upon  inquiry  or  legLsIation 


based  upon  such  an  inquiry.  His  humble 
opinion  was  that  the  difficulty  did  not 
lie  with  the  Edinburgh  Boards,  jbut 
in  the  fact  that  Parliament  could  not 
under  present  arrangements  afford  to 
give  sufficient  time  for  the  administration 
and  control  of  Scottish  business  and  those 
responsible  for  it.  He  was  not  sure  that 
the  elective  principle  with  regard  to  these 
Boards  would  not  weaken  the  control  of 
Parliament  itself.  This  was  a  large 
subject  and  he  would  not  enter  upon  it 
that  night.  He  hoped  that  some  real 
advance  would  be  made  in  the  directiona 
indicated. 


Mb.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.)  rose  to 
continue  the  debate. 

Mb.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question,  "  That  the  Question  be  now 
put,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  now  ' 
stand  part  of  the  Question,"  pu^  accord- 
ingly, and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 


CENSUS  OF  PKODUCTION  BILL. 
Census  of  Production  Bill, — Order  for 
Coomuttee  read,  and  discharged : — Bill 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Trade,  etc. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS 
BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments    considered,    and 
agreed  to. 
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DOGS  BILL. 
Consideration  of  Lords'  Amendments. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch.  Hox- 
ton)  s'iggested  that  the  House  should 
hear  from  the  Minister  in  charge  an 
explanation  of  the  purpose  of  the  Lords' 
Amendments. 

Mr.  MORTON  also  pressed  for  some 
explanation.  He  was,  he  said,  very 
doubtful  about  the  Bill  himself.  The 
Amendments  ought  to  be  explained. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  (Somerset- 
shire, S.)  explained  that  the  Amendment 
was  to  leave  out  *'  sheep "  and  insert 
"cattle,"  the  object  being  to  entitle  the 
owner  to  compensation  for  the  worrying 
of  both  sheep  and  cattle  by  dogs. 

Mb.  HICKS  BEACH  (Gloucostershiie, 
Tewkesbury)  inquired  why  it  was  that 
if  both  sheep  and  cattle  were  to  be  pro- 
tected both  words  were  not  inserted  in  the 
clause. 

Sib  EDWARD  STRACHEY  replied 
that  the  word  "cattle"  covered  both 
sheep  and  cattle. 

The  Lords'  Amendments  were  agreed  to. 


COLONIAL  MARRIAGES  BILL  [LOBDS]. 
As    amended,    considered ;     read    the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 


POOR  RELIEF  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Return   presented,    relative    thereto 
[ordered  2nd  August ;    Mr.  Runciman] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  315.] 


LOCAL  TAXATION  UCENCES,  ETC., 
1905-6. 

Return   presented,    relative    thereto 
[ordered  2nd  August ;    Mr.  Runciman] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  316.] 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That   they   have    agreed    to    Musical 
Copyright  Bill,   with  Amendments. 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
That  they  agree  to  the  Amendment 
made  by  this  House  to  one  of  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Labourers 
(Ireland)  Bill,  and  do  not  insist  on  one  of 
their  Amendments  to  which  this  House 
has  disagreed  and  agree  to  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  this  House  in  Ueu  thereof, 
and  do  not  insist  on  one  other  of  their 
Amendments  to  which  this  House  has 
disagreed,  and  do  not  insist  on  another 
of  their  Amendments  to  which  this  House 
has  disagreed,  and  propose  an  Amend, 
ment  in  Ueu  thereof  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL. 
Lords'  Amendments  to  be  considered 
to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  340.] 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL.' 
Lords'  Amendment  to  be  considered 
to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.    [BiU  341.] 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant 
to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  July  13th 
last. 


Adjourned    at    twelve    mioatas 
before  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 


Friday,  August  Srd,  1906. 


Colonial  Marriages  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Re- 
turned from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  an  Amendment. 

Statute  Law  Revision  (Scotland)  Bill, 
FertiHsers  and  Feeding  StufEs  Bill,  Dogs 
Bill ;  Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
tlie  Amendments  agreed  to. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION. 
Petitions  in  favour  of  denominational 
religious  teaching  in  schools.  Of  in- 
habitants of  Burford  ;  Croston  ;  Clayton- 
le-Woods;  and  Whittle-le- Woods.  Of 
parents  or  guardians  of  children  attending 
schools  at  Chorley  (4)  ;Whittle-Ie- Woods ; 
Hesken ;  Leyland  ;  Coppul ;  and 
Croston.  Of  teachers  in  schools  at 
Chorley ;  Whittle-le- Woods ;  Leyland  ; 
Blackburn  (2) ;    and  Croston. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

(1)  Petitions  against ;  of  Residents  in 
Westminster ;  Parishoners  of  Wath- 
I  apon-Deame ;  Clerical  and  Lay  Members 
of  Synod  of  Diocese  of  Salisbury  ;  and 
^  of  Residents  in  Wiltshire  and  Hartle- 
■3  bury ;  (2)  Petition  for  amendment  of ; 
P  of  congregation  of  St.  Philip's,  Griffin 
^  (Blackburn).  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
S  on  the  Table. 


c 
>1 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


NAVY. 

(Courts  Martial)  —  Return  of  the 
nomber  of  Courts  Martial  held  and 
summary  punishments  inflicted  during 
the  year  1905. 

(Health) — Statistical  Report  of  the 
Health  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1905. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Return  of  all  British  ships  provisionally 
detamed  from  1st  July  1905  to  30th 
Jmie  1906,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  Section  459  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
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Act,  1894 ;  also  of  all  Foreign  ships 
ordered  to  be  provisionally  detained 
during  the  same  period  in  pursuance  of 
Section  462  of  the  same  Act,  together 
with  summaries  showing  respectively  the 
total  number  of  ships  detained  as  unsafe 
from  Ist  October  1876  to  30th  June  1906, 
distinguishing  between  those  cases  in 
which  ships  were  found  safe  or  imsafe  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Papers 
[Cd.  2678.]). 

BOILER  EXPLOSIONS. 
Report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  upon  the  working  of  the  Boiler 
Explosions  Acts,  1882,  and  1890,  with 
appendices  (in  continuatiou  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper  [Cd.  2676]). 

MERCH.\NT  SHIPPING  (LOSS  OF  LIFE). 
Retiim  showing  the  lives  lost  by 
wreck,  drowning,  or  other  accident  in 
British  seagoing  merchant  ships  registered 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  during  the  years 
1891  to  1905  inclusive  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper  [Cd.  2639]). 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 
Report    of    proceedings    as    regards 
Ireland,  for  the  y»ar  1905. 

STATISTICS. 
Statistical  Abstract  for  the  principal 
and  other  foreign  countries  in  each  year 
from  1894  to  1903-1904  (as  far  as  particu- 
lars can  be  stated).  Thirty-second  num- 
ber. 

HISTORICAL    MANUSCRIPTS    (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Calendar  of  the  manuscripts  of  the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,  preserved  at 
Hatfield  House,  Herts.  Part  XI. :  Pre- 
sented (by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1870. 

Two  Orders  in  Council,  dated  28th 
July  1906,  entitled— The  Brunei  Order 
in  Council,  1906 ;  the  Nigeria  Coinage 
Order,  1906. 

COLONIAL  PROBATES  ACT,  1892 

(SOUTHERN  RHODESIA). 

Order   in   Council,    dated   28th   July 

1906,  applying  certain  provisions  of  the 

Colonial  Probates  Act,  1892,  to  Southern 

Rhodesia. 
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WINTER  ASSIZES  ACTS,  187*  AND  1877. 
Seven  Orders  in  Council,  dated  28th 
July  1906,  constitatin)];  Winter  Assize 
Counties  Nos.  1  to  7  for  the  purposes 
of  the  ensuing  Winter  Assizes. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ACT,  1865. 

Order  in  Council,  dated  28th  July,  1906> 
approving  the  appointment  of  a  receiver 
and  agent  for  the  Qreenwich  estate,  and 
a  revision  of  the  salary  of  the  oflScer 
supervising  the  stafE  of  instructors  and 
servants  at  the  Boyal  Hospital  School 
Greenwich. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1888. 
Fourteen  Orders  under  Section  57  of 
the   Act,   as  confirmed  hy   the  Local 
Government    Board,    of    the    following 
county  councils. 

Carnarvon — ^For  uniting  the  parishes  of 
EgIw3rsrho8  and  Llandudno  to  form 
the  new  parish  of  Llandudno-cum- 
Eglwysrhos. 

Carnarvon — ^For  uniting  the  parishes  of 
Llanrhyohwyn  and  Tre  Gwydir  to  form 
the  new  parish  of  Llanrhychwyn. 

Hereford — For  transferring  an  area 
from  the  parish  of  Boss  Rural  and  from 
the  Roes  Rural  district  to  the  parish 
of  Roes  Urban  and  to  the  Ross  tlrban 
district. 

Hertford — For  forming  the  area  of 
the  parish  of  Bushey  Rural  into  the 
urban  district  of  Bushey,  and  for  altering 
the  names  of  the  parishes  of  Bushey 
Rural  and  Bushey  Urban  to  Bushey  and 
Oxhey  respectively. 

Holland,  parts  of — For  altering  the 
areas  of  certiain  parishes  in  the  Boston 
Poor  Law  Union. 

Huntingdon  and  the  Isle  of  Ely — 
For  constituting  port  of  the  parish 
of  Stanground  the  parish  of  Stanground 
South,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  parish 
of  Stanground  North,  and  for  forming 
the  area  of  the  parishes  of  Fletton 
Rural,  Stanground  South,  and  Wood- 
.  atone  Rural  into  the  urban  district  of 
Old  Fletton. 

Kent — For  uniting  the  parishes  of 
Gillinghara  and  Grange  to  form  the  new 
parish  of  Gillingham. 

Norfolk — ^For  transferring  to  the  parish 
of  Overstrand  parts  of  the  parishes  of 
Northrepps  and  Sidestrand. 


Oxford — ^For  uniting  the  parishes  of 
Greys  and  Henley-on-Thames  to  form 
the  new  parish  of  Henley-upon-Thames. 

Salop — ^For  transferring  to  the  parisb 
of  Eyton  on  the  Wild  Moors  parts  of  the 
parishes  of  Hadley  and  Kinnersley. 

Southampton — For  transferring  to  the 
parish  of  liilford  parts  of  the  parish  of 
Hordle. 

Surrey — For  abolishing  the  rural  dis- 
trict of  Egham  and  forming  the  area  of 
the  parish  of  Egham  into  the  urban 
district  of  Egham. 

Sussex,  East — ^For  uniting  parts  of 
the  parishes  of  Mayfield  and  Buxted  to 
form  the  new  parish  of  Hadlow  Down. 

Yorkshire,  West  Riding  of — For  trans- 
ferring to  the  township  of  Normanton 
and  to  the  urban  district  of  Normanton 
part  of  the  township  of  Syndale,  in  the 
urban  district  of  Featherstone. 

MOTOR  CAR  ACTS,  1896  AND  1903. 
Regulation  as  to  the  restriction  of  the 
driving  of  motor  cars  on  certain  highways 
or  parts  of  highways  within  the  borough 
of  Ringston-upon- Thames,  made  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  under  Section 
6  of  the  Act  of  1896,  and  Section  8  <') 
the  Act  of  1903. 

Regulation  as  to  the  restriction  of  the 
driving  of  motor  cars  on  certain  roads 
and  parts  of  roads  within  the  city  of 
Saint  Alban,  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  tmder  Section  9  (1)  of  the 
Act  of  1903. 

Regulation  as  to  the  restriction  of  the 
driving  of  motor  cars  on  the  highway 
known  as  Middle  Street,  within  the 
urban  district  of  Horsham,  made  by  the 
Local  Government  Boaid  under  Section 
6  of  the  Act  of  1896,  and  Section  8  of  the 
Act  of  1903. 

Regulation  as  to  the  restriction  of  the 
driving  of  motor  cars  on  the  highway 
known  as  Anstey's  Cove  Road,  within 
the  borough  of  Torquay,  made  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  under  Section 
6  of  t^e  Act  of  1896,  and  Section  8  of  the 
Act  of  1903. 

Regulation  as  to  the  registration  of 
motor  cars  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  under  Section  6  of  the  Act 
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of  1896,  and  under  Section  7  of  the  Act  of 
190$;  Sonthport  (county  borough). 
For  Msigning  an  index  mark  to  the 
coanoil  of  the  county  borough  of  South- 
port 

HOUSING  OP  WURKINU  CLASSES  ACT, 
1890. 

City  of  Leeds. — Statement  of  modifica- 
tion permitted  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  be  made  in  the  scheme  con- 
firmed by  the  Leeds  (Housing  of  Working 
Classes)  Order  1901. 

County  of  London. — Statement  of 
modification  permitted  by  the  Local 
Qovemment  Board  to  be  made  in  the 
London  (Aylesbury  Place,  Clerkenwell, 
and  Union  Buildings,  Holborn)  Im- 
provement Scheme,  1899. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing    Order    >  o.    39    considered 
(according  to  order),  and  Suspended  for 
this  day's  sitting. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (TRANSFER  OF 
TREASURY   POWERS)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Hen  (Standing  Order  No.  39  having 
been  suspended) ;  Bill  read  3a,  and 
passed. 


VISCOUNT  HALIFAX  AND  MR.  PAUL- 
A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Viscount  HALIFAX:  My  Lords, 
I  dedre  to  make  a  persoaal  explanation. 
I  find  that  I  had  forgotten  that  Mr. 
Heibert  Paul  on  a  previous  occ.isio.i 
denied  the  charge  that  he  had  abused  his 
connlsymen  who  fell  in  the  war  in  South 
Africa,  and  that  I  h.ad  accepted  his 
denial.  I  can  only  say  that  if  I  had 
remembered  what  had  occurred  I  never 
should  have  said  what  I  did  last  evening, 
and  I  wish  to  expiess  my  sincere  regret 
to  Mr.  Paul  that  I  should  have  done  so. 


RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION. 
Thb  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :    My 
Iiords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Council  whether,  in  the  event  of  a 


local  education  authority  deciding  that 
religious  instruction  which  does  not 
conflict  with  Section  14  of  the  Elemea- 
tary  Education  Act  of  1870  shall  be 
given  in  its  schools,  it  will  be  competeat 
to  that  authoiity  to  pay  a  substitute  for 
any  teacher  who  may  decline,  under 
Clause  8,  sub-clause  (2)  of  the  Education 
Bill,  to  give  that  instruction. 

The  object  of  this  question  is  to 
make  clear  a  point  in  the  Education 
Bill  now  before  the  House  which  is  not 
clear  to  me  and  to  a  good  many  other 
Members  of  your  Lordships'  House, 
namely,  what  are  the  powers  which  the 
local  education  authority  will  have  of 
making  payments  for  religious  educa- 
tion under  this  Bill.  So  far  as  the 
teaching  of  denominational  religion 
is  concerned  the  Bill  is  explicit  enough. 
Clause  3,  Sub-section  (2)  provides  that — 

"  No  part  of  the  expense  of  giving  religioos 
initmction  of  a  special  character  under  this 
iiection  shall  be  paid  by  the  local  edocatioa 
authority." 

That  is  quite  clear ;  but  when  we  come 
to  the  teaching  of  undenominational, 
or  what  is  called  Cowper-Temple  religion, 
the  point  is  altogether  different.  Hither- 
to undenominational  religion  has  been 
taught  in  provided  schools  by  the  teacher 
as  part  of  his  ordinary  duty,  and  it  is 
therefore  impossible  to  say  whether 
any  special  payment  has  been  made  to 
him  for  teaching  that  religion  or  not. 
But  this  Bill  creates  a  diHerent  situation 
altogether.  Clause  8,  subsection  ( 2)  pro- 
vides that — 

"  A  teacher  employed  in  a  public  elemantaiv 
■rhool  shall  not  be  reqaired  as  part  of  hu 
duties  as  teacher  to  give  any  religions  instmc- 
tion." 

Your  Lordships  must  remember  that  in 
future  all  the  schools  in  the  country, 
including  all  rural  schools,  are  to  become 
provided  schools,  and  that  there  is  in 
rural  schools,  as  a  rule,  only  one  teacher; 
Any  one  of  these  teachers  may  say  that  he 
declines  to  give  this  religious  instruction: 
What  will  follow  ? 

A  similar  question,  though  not  exactly 
in  the  same  form,  because  it  did  not 
relate  to  the  question  of  payment  but 
rather  to  that  of  appointment,  was  asked 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  and 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
stated,  in  reply,  that  that  teacher  would 
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clauses  of  a  Bill,  the  rale  which  forbids 
speeches  to  be  made  more  than  once  on 
the  Second  Beading  might  lose  its  effect, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  Questions  in  this 
House  are  not  simply  put  as  they  appear 
on  the  Paper,  but  are  accompanied  some- 
times by  speeches  of  considerable  length. 
However,  I  do  not  complain  of  my  noble 
friend  on  this  occasion,  because  I  am  able 
to  answer  the  Question  very  briefly. 
He  asks  whether,  in  the  event  of  a  local 
education  authority  deciding  that  re- 
ligious instruction  which  does  not  conflict 
with  Section  14  of  the  Elementary  Act 
of  1870  shall  be  given  in  its  schools,  it 
will  be  competent  to  that  authority  to 
pay  a  substitute.  The  answer  to  that  is 
undoubtedly  in  the  affirmative.  It  will 
be  competent  for  the  local  education 
authority  to  pay  a  substitute  for  any 
teacher  who  may  decline,  under  Clause  8, 
to  give  the  religious  instruction  referred  to. 

PUBLIC  WOKKS  (LOANS)  BILL. 
Bill  read  2'  (according  to  Order). 

Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  committcJ.' 
—{The  Earl  of  Crewe.) 


be  dismissed  and  that  another  teacher 
would  be  appointed  in  his  place  who 
would  give  thi*  religious  instruction. 
With  all  respect  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  I  submit  to  your 
Lordships  that  that  is  evidently  a  mis- 
conception on  his  part  of  Clause  8  of  the 
Bill,  because  the  whole  spirit  of  that 
clause  is  that  a  teacher  is  not  to  be 
obliged  to  give  religious  instraction  imless 
he  chooses,  and  it  is  quite  obvious  that  if 
he  were  dismissed  because  he  chose  to 
avail  himself  of  the  privilege  which  is 
given  by  the  clause  it  would  be  a  case  of 
persecution; 

What  is  to  happen  ?    The  only  course 
that  I  can  see  is  to  appoint  a  substitute 
presumably  to  teach  thij  undenomina- 
tional   religion    only.    That    substitute 
must  be  remunerated  in  some  way.    Is 
he  to  be  paid  directly  ?    If  so,  in  the  first 
place  you  will  be  paying  two  teachers  for 
the  duties  of  the  school,  and,  in  the 
second  place,  I  do  not  see  how  you  can 
escape  from  the  accusation  wluch  has 
been  made  not  infrequently  and  which 
His   Majesty's   Government   have   con- 
stantly contradicted,  namely,  that  you 
will  be,  to  use  the  term  which  is  generally 
applied,  endowing  one  form  of  religious 
teaching  and  one  form  only.    It  b  for 
that  reason  that  I  beg  to  ask  the  noble 
Earl  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  the 
Question   standing  in  my  name.    The 
only  alternative,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  if 
you  are  not  able  to  pay  the  substitute,  is 
that  the  instruction  will  not  be  given  at 
all,  and  the  whole  purpose  of  the  local 
education  authority  would  be  defeated. 


»The  Lokd  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Eahl  of  Crewe)  :  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  might  be  maintained 
that  the  Question  which  the  noble  Earl 
has  put  to  me  is  somewhat  doubtful  as  a 
matter  of  order. 


The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN:  Oh 
no.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  argue  that 
point  with  the  noble  Earl. 

*The  Eabl  of  CREWE:  It  un- 
doubtedly refers  to  a  Bill  before  the 
House,  and  it  is  evident  that  if  Questions 
could   be    put    upon    all    the    different 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown. 


Lord  ASHBOURNE:  My  Lords,  1 
should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  iact 
that  this  Bill  has  not  been  printed,  and 
we  know  nothing  as  to  its  provisions. 
I  have  known  of  a  mischievous  clause 
relating  to  Ireland  being  placed  in  a  Bill 
of  this  character,  and  I  would  wish  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Bill 
eforo  it  is  passed  through  all  its  stages. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  This  is  a 
Bill  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of 
certain  local  loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans 
Fund  and  for  other  purposes  of  that 
kind.  It  has  been  read  a  first  time,  and 
copies  of  the  Bill  have,  I  presume,  been 
accessible  to  noble  Lords  who  felt  inter- 
ested as  to  its  contents. 


The  Mabqdess  of  SALISBURY: 
Why  has  the  Bill  not  been  circulated  ? 

*The  Eabl  of  CREWE :  I  am  not 
sure  if  this  Bill  should  hare  been  circu- 
lated. 
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Lord  ASHBOURNE:  It  is  quite 
possible  that  pressure  of  time  has  pre- 
vented the  Bill  being  printed,  but  if 
there  is  no  clause  in  it  relating  to  Ireland 
I  will  saj  no  more  upon  it. 

♦The  Eabl  of  CREWE:  I  am  not 
familiar  with  all  that  has  taken  place,  and 
it  may  be,  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
suggests,  that  pressure  of  time  has 
prevented  the  Bui  being  printed. 

On  Question,  Committee  negatived. 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX 
having  been  suspended).  Bill  read  3*, 
and  passed. 


Order  of  the  Day  for  the  considera- 
tion  of  Commons  Amendments  dis- 
charged. 


MABINE  INSURANCE  BILL  [H.u]. 
Order  of  the  day  read  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Commons  Amendments. 


Thk  Eabl  of  HALSBURY:  My 
Lords,  this  is  a  Bill  to  which  I  gave 
considerable  care  when  I  Was  in  office, 
but  for  some  reason  or  another  ivhich 
I  have  never  yet  understood,  it  was 
laid  aside  on  reaching  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  has  again  been  introduced, 
ind  has  passed  through  this  House.  A 
considerable  number  of  Amendments 
have  since  been  made  in  it.  As  your 
Lordships  will  ttell  understand,  a  Bill 
«hich  goes  into  the  whole  region  of  sea 
insurance  is  one  which  I  cannot  undertake 
to  go  through  at  once,  and  therefore  I 
propose  to  ask  your  Lordships  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  Commons  Amend- 
ments until  we  meet  in  the  Autunm. 

The  lord  T  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Lobebuen)  :  I  think  the  course  which 
my  noble  and  learned  friend  has  suggested 
is  a  prudent  one.  This  is  a  purely 
technical  Bill,  and  certain  Amendments 
of  a  technical  character,  but  deriving 
high  authority,  have  been  inserted  in  ihe 
House  of  Commons.  I  believe  it  was 
there  understood  that  the  noble  and 
lea  ned  Earl  and  myself,  with  others 
familiar  with  legal  matters  in  this  House, 
would  revise  those  Amendments.  I  there- 
fore think  the  course  suggested  of  post- 
poning the  consideration  of  the  Amend- 
ments until  the  autumn  a  wise  one. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
(1898)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 

LoED  RIBBLE8DALE:  My  Lords, 
this  is  an  unopposed  Bill.  I  beheve  it  is 
the  result  of  a  great  fight  between  parties 
who  have  now  come  to  terms.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  a  bridge  which 
is  very  much  wanted  to  be  built  at 
Kilkenny,  and  the  persons  concerned 
are  very  anxious  to  get  the  Bill  through 
80  as  to  begin  the  construction  of  the 
bridge  as  soon  as  possible.  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  therefore  permit  me 
to  take  the  Bill  tiirough  all  its  stages 
to-day. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
^."—{Lord  RUMesdaU.) 

f 

Lord  ASHBOURNE :  This  Bill  is  a 
very  short  one,  it  is  true,  and  no  doubt 
everything  the  noble  Lord  has  said  is 
quite  correct.  I  know  there  has  been 
a  considerable  controversy  for  many 
years  as  to  the  building  of  a  bridge  at 
Waterford.  It  may  be  that  one  side  of 
the  bridge  would  be  in  county  Kilkenny, 
and  that  this  Bill  refers  to  the  same 
matter.  If  that  is  so,  and  if  this  Bill  is 
a  result  of  a  settlement  between  the 
parties,  who  are  very  eagerly  abve  to 
their  own  interests  and  have  been 
litigating  for  many  years,  I  think  he 
would  be  a  rather  rash  person  who 
would  interfere  with  that  arrangement. 

Lord   RIBBLESDALE:    I   am   not 

quite  sure  whether  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  may  not  be  right  as  to  a  portion 
of  the  bridge  being  in  Waterford.  But 
I  distinctly  remember  that  it  referred 
to  Kilkenny,  beovuse  I  asaodated  it 
with  cats. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
I  think  your  Lordships  have  some  reason 
to  complain  of  the  action  of  the  noble 
Lord,  though  we  are  delighted  at  the 
Ught  and   humorous  way  in  which  he 
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treats  legislation.  He  is  asking  youi 
LordsMps  to  pass  the  Second  Beading 
of  a  Bill  which  has  not  been  printed  and 
circulated.  I  think  that  is  going  mach 
too  far.  If  this  were  the  last  moment 
on  which  legislation  could  be  carried 
there  might  be  something  to  be  said 
for  it ;  but  I  do  not  think  even  that 
would  be  an  adequate  defence  for  such 
a  procedure.  There  will  be  ample  time 
after  the  short  recess  to  consider  this 
and  other  measures,  and  I  respectfully 
submit  that  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
asked  to  pass  in  this  way  Bills  which 
they  have  not  had  any  opportunity  of 
considering.  I  therefore  ask  the  noble 
Lord  whether  he  will  not  consent  to  put 
the  BiD  ofE.         R 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  :  I  think  I 
might  explain  that  the  Bill  was  sent  up 
to  me  from  the  House  of  Commons.  I 
handed  it  to  Lord  Denman,  but,  through 
some  mistake,  it  was  not  put  down  and 
no  action  was  taken  upon  it  until  yester- 
day, when  the  persons  interested  came 
to  me  from  the  House  of  Commons  and 
explained  the  straits  they  were  in.  They 
told  me  about  Kilkenny,  and  I  said  I 
would  try  and  get  the  Bill  passed  through 
all  its  stages  before  the  adjournment. 
I  agree  that  this  is  rather  an  expeditious 
way  of  passing  Bills,  but  the  persons 
concerned  are  very  anxious  to  get  on 
with  the  building  of  this  bridge,  and 
there  oan'i^be  no  danger  in  your  Lord- 
ships allowing  the  measure  to  go  through. 


LoED  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH: 
The  putting  down  of  a  Bill  for  First 
Readmg  is  ndt  necessary  in  this  House. 
If  the  Bill  came  up  from  the  other  House 
it  would  be  read  formally  and  printed. 
I  think  it  is  important  to  know  when 
this  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 


LoBD  RIBBLESDALE 
a  first  time  yesterday. 


It  was  read 


*Th«  Eabl  of  CREWE  :  In  the  circum- 
stances I  would  suggest  that  the  con- 
sideration of  this  matter  should  be 
postponed  until  the  conclusion  of  business 
to-day.  This  would  enable  noble  Lords 
interested  in  the  matter  to  make  in- 
quiries; 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbtiry. 


Lord  ASHBOURNE:  I  have  jutt 
looked  at  the  Bill.  It  merely  amends  a 
certain  clause  in  a  previous  Act,  and  says 
nothing  about  the  locality.  But  I  think 
it  must  refer  to  the  bridge  connecting 
Kilkenny  and  Watcrford.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  the  i  uggcsticn  of  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  is  adopted  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  in  the 
meantime  be  able  to  get  full  information. 

Debate  (by  Order)  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
Order  of  the  Day  read  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  third  Report  fiom  the  S-.lect 
Committee. 

Moved,  "That  this  Report  be  now 
received." — (The  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  I  would  appeal  to  my  noble 
friend  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
this  Report  until  the  autumn.  The 
Report  has  not  been  circulated,  and  was 
agreed  to,  I  understand,  only  yesterday 
afternoon.  The  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  yesterday  was  called  for  half- 
past  three,  but  notices  were  sent  out  in 
the  forenoon  changing  the  hour  to  three 
o'clock.  I  arrived  at  the  Committee  at  a 
quarter  past  three  and  found  the  whole 
of  the  business  concluded.  There  is 
involved  in  this  the  abandonment  of 
certain  rooms  belonging  to  your  Lord- 
ships' House  which  are  handed  over  to  the 
other  House  of  Parliament.  There  are 
also  other  questions  involved,  concerning 
the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  Lord 
Great  Chamberlain  and  the  Gentieman 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  respectively.  I 
cannot  see  what  harm  would  be  done  to 
the  public  interest  by  postponing  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Report  until  the  autumn. 
I  think  it  is  hardly  fair  to  the  House  to 
hurry  the  matter  through  before  joxa 
Lordships  have  had  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  Report.  I  may  be  told  that  if 
my  suggestion  is  adopted  several  weeks 
may  be  lost  in  necessary  works,  but  that 
is  a  trivial  matter  compared  to  the  other 
issues  involved.  I  trust  my  noble  friend 
will  accede  to  my  request. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Onslow)  :    My  Lords,  I 
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ooafesB  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  diffi- 
culty in  the  last  days  of  a  session  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  printer  is  overworked, 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  get  Bills  and 
Reports  expeditiously  printed  and  circu- 
lated. There  would  be  no  reason  what- 
ever why  the  consideration  of  this  matter 
should  not  be  adjourned  until  the 
autumn  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  it  is 
desired  that  in  the  interval  between 
August  and  October  the  structural  altera- 
tions necessary  should  be  carried  out 
80  that  the  accommodation  might  be 
available  during  the  Autumn  sittings. 

There  are  certain  rooms  of  your 
Lordships'  House  on  the  terrace  level 
which  are  used  by  the  messengers,  and 
it  is  proposed  that  they  should  be  given 
np  and  should  be  turned  into  a  dining- 
room  for  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
messengers  being  lodged  in  a  part  of 
this  building  over  the  old  librarian's 
house.  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
has  undertaken  that  if  that  is  done  he 
will  make  such  structural  alterations 
as  will  give  a  good  access  to  some  very 
fine  rooms  which  are  in  existenoe  above 
part  of  the  old  librarian's  house,  but 
which  at  the  present  time  cannot  be 
used  by  your  Lordships  for  any  purpose 
whatever.  If  that  is  done  we  may 
find  that  we  shall  be  able  to  add  another 
Committee  room  for  the  use  of  your 
Lordships.  If  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Balfour  is  not  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion I  have  given  I  hope  he  will  allow 
the  matter  to  be  adjourned  until  the 
conclusion  of  business  to-day,  by  which 
time  we  shall  have  the  Beport  in  our  hands. 

The  FIBST  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Lord  Tweedmouth)  :  I  hope 
the  noble  Lord  will  consent  to  the  course 
proposed  by  the  Chairman  of  Committees. 
I  have  had  some  conversation  with  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  on  the  sub- 
ject of  these  proposed  changes,  and  it  is 
really  very  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  the 
comfort  of  the  Members  of  both  Houses, 
that  the  changes  should  be  made  in  time 
for  the  autumn  sittings.  The  extra  accom- 
modation which  we  shall  have  in  the 
future  will  more  than  make  up  for  the 
accommodation  we  are  handing  over  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  Committee 
were  quite  unanimous  in  recommending 
your  Lordships  to  sanction  this  arrange- 
ment. 


♦Viscount  KNUTSFORD  :  If  the 
stmctoral  part  of  the  Report  could  be 
separated  from  the  rest  I  would  be 
prepared  to  concur  in  the  suggestion  that 
has  been  made.  I  must,  however,  point 
out  that  in  this  Report  your  Lordships 
&re  asked  to  reverse  a  former  decision 
about  Black  Rod.  Formerly  it  was 
thou^t  that  certain  powers  could  be 
transferred  by  the  House  to  the  Lord 
Great  Chamberlain,  but  after  full  con- 
sideration the  Committee  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  t^at  was  a  mistake, 
and  that  there  was  no  legal  power  in 
your  Lordships  to  make  such  transfer 
Your  Lordships  are  therefore  asked  by 
this  Report  to  reverse  your  decision.  I 
think  it  is  rather  strong  to  object  to  the 
adjournment  of  a  Report  which  contains 
so  important  a  point. 

LoBD  BALFOUR  or  BURLEIGH: 
What  my  noble  friend  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  has  said  has  not  removed 
my  objection.  I  understand  that  we 
are  not  getting  a  single  thing  which  does 
not  belong  to  us.  We  merely  get  access 
to  a  room  which  is  already  in  our  pos- 
session, but  into  which  we  cannot  get 
at  present.  I  think  we  have  given  up  a 
great  deal  too  much,  and  that  we  ought 
not  to  give  up  any  more  of  our  extremely 
limited  accommodation.  I  am  afraid 
that  the  postponement  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Report  until  the  end  of  the 
business  will  not  meet  my  wishes,  but, 
after  the  appeal  which  has  been  made,  J 
will  not  object  to  that  course. 

The  Maimjuess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  think  the  discussion  might  well  stand 
over  until  the  other  business  before  us  has 
been  transacted.  It  is  very  unfair 
to  your  Lordships  that  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  discuss  questions  of 
this  kind  without  any  information 
whatever  as  to  what  is  proposed.  I  am 
afraid  there  has  been  a  tendency  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  accommodation 
within  the  precincts  ol  the  House  of 
Lords  with  very  little  desire  to  consult 
our  wishes  or  our  convenience.  As  we 
are  to  reconsider  the  matter  at  the  close 
of  the  business  to-day  I  would  venture 
to  express  the  hope  that,  if  there  are 
any  plans  which  snow  in  a  general  way 
what    the    rearrananment    involved    is, 
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those  plans  might  he  put  up  in  the  next 
room  so  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  looking  at  them  meanwhile. 


The  Eakl  of  ONSLOW :  I  will  see 
that  the  suggestion  of  the  noble  Marquess 
is  carried  out.  I  would  also  be  prepared, 
if  noble  Lords  desire  it,  to  separate  the 
Report  as  suggested  by  the  noble  Viscount 
Lord  Knutsford. 
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would  introduce  a  Bill  upon  the  subject, 
but  the  question  remains  why  a  Bill 
which  seems  to  have  been  conceived 
in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  CSiurch  of 
England  should  have  been  introduced 
as  the  only  means  of  getting  rid  of  what 
were  supposed  to  be  grievances  arising 
out  of  the  Act  of  1902. 


The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY:  I 
would  point  out  the  extreme  incon- 
venience of  the  course  proposed.  Noble 
Lords  opposite  ask  us  to  agree  to  this 
Report  without  further  consideration 
on  the  ground  that  it  concerns  a  matter 
for  the  convenience  of  both  Houses. 
But  in  the  course  of  this  discussion  it 
has  been  mentioned  by  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Knutsford  that  we  are  asked  to 
reverse  a  decision  which  has  recently 
been  come  to  by  your  Lordships'  House. 
We  were  not  informed  of  that  fact,  and 
if  the  business  had  been  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed without  objection  we  should  have 
actually  reversed  one  of  our  decisions 
without  knowing  what  we  were  doing. 
Does  not  this  demonstrate  the  extreme 
inconvenience  of  asking  the  House  to 
agree  to  a  Report  which  we  have  never 
seen  ?  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  not 
allow  this  kind  of  procedure  to  grow  up, 
but  will  insist  upwn  the  printer  doing 
his  work  in  time  for  these  matters  to  be 
fully  considered. 

Debate  (by  Order)  adjourned. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Debate  on  the  Motion  for  the  Second 
Reading  resumed  (according  to  Order). 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY:  My 
Lords,  I  confess  I  feel  somewhat  ashamed 
of  continviing  a  discussion  which  has 
gradually  proceeded  to  a  point  when 
it  has  become  a  Weary  reiteration  of 
questions  asked  and  not  answered.  At 
the  head  of  these  questions  is  the  ques- 
tion, why  has  this  Bill— I  do  not  say 
any  Bill — been  introduced  ?  I  agree 
with  what  the  most  rev.  Primate  said 
in  that  magnificent  exposition  which 
we  all  listened  to  with  so  much  pleasure 
on  Wednesday,  that  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pected that  Hia  Majesty's  Government 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme. 


I  should  like  to  ask  another  question, 
but  I  am  afraid  it  will  meet  the  fate  of 
its  predecessors.  Has  any  calculatjon 
been  made  of  the  relative  positions  of 
the  Churches  under  Clause  4,  how  many 
Roman  Catholic  schools  will  be  affected, 
how  many  Church  of  England  schools, 
how  many  Jewish,  and  so  forth.  ?  If 
any  calculation  of  the  kind  has  been  made 
I  would  like  to  know  the  result,  and, 
if  the  calculation  has  not  been  made, 
I  ask,  why  not  ?  Was  it  so  immaterial 
a  consideration?  Are  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  England  so  few  as  to  be 
a  negligible  quantity  ?  What,  then, 
is  the  meaning  of  a  clause  which,  accord- 
ing to  ordinary  interpretation,  will  place 
the  Church  of  England  at  a  disadvantage, 
and  that  Church  alone  ?  As  I  have 
said,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  get  an 
answer.  I  cannot  avoid  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that,  whether  the  calculation 
was  made  or  not,  those  who  prompted 
the  construction  of  this  Bill  must  have 
had  before  them  the  evident  effect  of 
the  proposals. 

The  Minister  for  Education  has  repudi- 
ated the  idea  that  the  Bill  was  con- 
structed in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the 
Church  of  England.  I  know  that  Mr. 
Birrell  is  an  honourable  man,  and  I 
should  be  the  last  person  in  the  world  to 
suggest  that  he  did  not  mean  what  he 
said ;  it  is,  therefore,  the  more  extxa- 
ordinary  that  tiie  Bill  as  it  stands  is  one 
which  everybody  who  is  &miliar  with  the 
Church  of  England  and  its  schools  must 
know  will  in  its  effect  be  most  disastrous 
to  the  schools  of  that  Church.  No  one 
can  challenge  the  knowledge  of  the 
occupants  of  the  right  rev.  Benches,  ^o 
almost  without  exception  have  pointed 
out  the  injustice  wluoh  is  done  to  tiie 
Church  of  England.  Again  I  ask  Hbe 
question.  Is  this  the  only  mode  in  which 
the  supposed  grievances  on  the  part  of 
Nonconformists  can  be  met,  and  has  any 
attempt  been  made  to  show  what  those 
grievances  are  ? 
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tone  whicli  has  cbaiaoterised  the  dis* 
cussion.  We  have  had  a  series  of  most 
courteous  and  kindly  wishes  and  assur- 
ances of  good  intentions — I  am  afraid 
there  is  an  awkwardness  always  in 
speaking  of  good  intentions — for  which, 
of  course,  we  are  most  grateful ;  but 
we  have  had  no  answers  to  our  questions. 
Good  intentions  will  not,  I  fear,  construe 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  unless  you 
put  your  kindness  to  opponents  into 
the  statute,  the  hard-hearted  Judges 
will  be  guided  by  the  nature  of  that 
statute,  and  not  by  the  good  intentions 
of  its  authors. 


I  am  not  taking  an  exaggerated  or 
partisan  view.  I  recognise  gratefully 
the  spirit  and  tone  of  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Earl  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Coonoil  in  introducing  this  Bill.  But  I 
am  not  alone  in  the  view  that  I  take.  It 
is  a  view  that  has  support  in  speeches  of 
Government  supporters.  They  admit 
that  the  Bill  does  not  give  religious 
equality  in  schoob. 

"  For  the  firat  time  in  history  a  CSoTernment 
cftlling  itaelf  Liberal  is  definitely  enacting  that 
0D«  fonn  of  religions  teaching  and  oue  form 
only  shall  be  sabsidised  by  the  State." 

That  is  not  my  observation.  It  is  the 
observation  of  Mr.  Masterman.  What 
one  desires  to  know  is,  why  is  the 
Church  of  England  the  only  exception 
from  that  scrupidous  nicety  with  which 
other  creeds  are  treated  ?  The  noble 
Duke  said  very  truly  yesterday  that 
vhat  is  caUed  Cowper-Templeism  is  not  a 
specified  form  of  religious  teaching  at  all ; 
it  is  a  series  of  prohibitions.  Something 
of  that  character  has  grown  out  of  it,  but 
it  is  only  just  to  Mr.  Cowper-Temple's 
memory  to  say  that,  whatever  the  effect 
of  his  clause  has  been,  that  was  not  what 
he  intended.  Let  me  read  to  the  House 
what  he  said  on  that  subject — 

"The  limitations  to  be  pnt  on  the  local 
boards  should  net  only  be  negative,  bat  also 
positive." 

That  has  disappeared. 

"The  State  in  this  matter  of  edacation 
onght  to  be  nnsectarian,  bat  it  most  be 
Cluistian.  It  had  been  rnled  by  high  authority 
that  Christianity  was  part  and  parcel  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  before  a  witness  ooald 
giTe  evidence  he  must  take  an  oath.  The 
State  ooght  to  take  care  that  in  an  nnde- 
Bominational  school  established  under  the 
Bill  some  religious  instruction  should  be  given. 
The  Bible  should  be  read  and  explained.  The 
Ten  Ommandmeuts  and  the  Lord's  Prayer 
•hoald  be  taught.  To  allow  the  Bible  to  be 
t«ad  without  explanation  would  be  unfair  and 
emel  to  the  child." 

I  think,  after  that  quotation  from  Mr. 
Cowper-Temple's  own  words,  it  is  some- 
what unfair  to  his  memory  to  describe 
Cowper-Templeism  as  having  grown  out 
of  his  clause  in  the  way  it  is  often  de- 
scribed here  and  elsewhere. 

I  ask  why  the  Bill  has  been  introduced 
with  its  limitations  and  injustices  affect- 
ing the  Church  of  England,  and  what 
is  to  become  of  the  Church's  schools  if 
the  Bill  is  put  into  operation  ?  I 
acknowledge   at   once  the   courtesy   of 


WiU  it  bring  peace  ?  I  should  like 
to  recall  the  debates  which  took  place 
in  1870,  when  it  was  made  a  reproach  to 
Mr.  Gladstone  that  he  carried  the  Educa- 
tion Bill  with  the  help  of  his  political 
opponents,  and  to  some  extent  that 
was  due.  Mr.  Dixon  and  Mr.  Dling- 
worth  made  remarkable  deliverances 
on  that  subject.  Let  me  read  Mr. 
Dixon's  Amendment,  because  it  was 
in  itself  rather  a  prediction  of  what 
would  follow.    Mr.  Dixon  moved — 

"That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  no 
measure  for  the  elemontaiy  education  of  the 
people  will  afford  a  satisfactory  or  permanent 
settlement  which  leaves  the  question  of 
reliKious  instruction  in  schools  supported  by 

frablic  funds  and  rates  to  be  determined   by 
ocal  authorities." 

And  in  discussing  the  question  Mr. 
Forster  pointed  out  the  extreme  danger 
of  the  course  which  left  to  the  local 
authorities  the  determination  of  such 
questions.  Mr.  Illingworth  was  not 
less  emphatic.    He  said — 

"  He  was  not  going  to  attempt  to  determine 
what  religion  should  be  tauglit,  but  he  objected 
strongly  to  Parliament  abandoning  its  duty 
by  refusing  to  determine  so  serious  a  question, 
and  leaving  it  to  be  threshed  out  in  vestries 
in  the  smaller  and  corporations  in  the  larger 
towns." 

Every  one  of  these  observations  apply 
now  with  equal  force  to  the  new  bodies 
formed  under  the  name  of  local  education 
authorities.  That  people  should  take  a 
strong  view  of  what  is  called  "  the 
eternal  religious  question"  is  not  a 
circumstance  Ahich  I,  for  one,  regret ; 
but  the  idea  that  this  Bill  is  going  to 
get  rid  of  that  question  is  illusory.  I 
would  again  call  attention  to  the  resolu- 
tion    passed   at   a    meeting    under    the 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


U79  Edueatim  {England  {LORDS} 

presidency  of  Dr.  Clifford,  in  which  the 
meeting  registered  its  protest  against  the 
acceptance  of  the  Bill  as  a  settiement  of 
the  question,  and  expressed  the  profound 
conviction  of  large  numbers  of  Liberals 
nd  Nonconformists  that  it  leaves  several 
f  the  "grossest  Wrongs"  inflicted  on 
the  country  by  the  Act  of  1902  unre- 
dressed, while  still  further  subsidising 
all  the  old  denominational  schools  in 
many  directions  and  strengthening  their 
sectarian  character.  Whatever  may  be 
said  about  Dr.  Clifford,  I  do  not  think 
any  one  vjill  doubt  his  energy  in  any 
agitation  he  conducts.  Can  it  be  con- 
tended, in  viev^  of  these  facts,  that  this 
Bill  can  put  an  end  to  the  religious 
differences  ? 
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I  should  have  thought  that  the  truer 
view — may  I  say  the  higher  Christian 
view  ? — ^i^ould  be  to  desire  as  far  as 
possible  to  meet  the  religious  views  of 
all  sections.  This  is  a  case  for  the  dis- 
play of  some  kind  of  charity  to  your 
neighbour,  but  apparently  the  clergy- 
men of  the  Anglican  Church  are  outside 
the  region  of  reasonable  charity.  They 
are  always  supposed  to  be  proselytising, 
tyrannical,  ritualistic  persons,  for  whom 
no  particular  consideration  ought  to  be 
displayed.  That  is  not  the  spirit  of 
true  charity  that  should  obtain.  I  do 
not  understand  what  can  be  the  idea  in 
Ihe  minds  of  Ihoce  n'ho  think  that  this 
Bill  can  bring  about  a  settlement.  I 
rpeak  with  "  bated  breath  and  whispering 
humbleness  "  in  Ihe  presence  of  the  right 
rev.  Prelates  on  Iho  purely  religious 
aspect  of  the  Bill.  This  is  one  of  tiiose 
Eubjects  on  which  there  is  a  natural 
reticence  on  the  part  of  laymen ;  but 
none  the  less  there  is  deeply  seated  in 
every  Christian  man's  mind  a  feeling 
that  this  is  the  most  important  subject 
with  which  we  can  deal.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  treated  sometimes  with  a  lightness 
which  is  certainly  inappropriate  to  the 
subject. 

I  am  rot  quite  certain  that  I  followed 
what  Lord  Ribblesdalc  meant  by  his 
quotation  from  the  author  of  the  "  De- 
cline atd  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire." 
I  thick  it  must  have  been  wrongly 
quoted.  I  am  sure  the  coble  Lord  did 
not  mean  what  I  am  afraid  it  would  be 
quoted  as  meaning.  Mr.  Gibbon  him- 
self never  lost  an  opportunity  of  sneering 

Th*.  Earl  of  Hcdsbury. 


at  the  Christian  religion.  I  do  not  know 
what  was  meant  unless  it  was  that  the 
line  of  true  statesmanship  would  be  to 
disregard  all  religion  in  the  settlement  of 
this  question.  If  that  was  the  meaniig 
of  it,  I  venture  respectfully  to  differ 
profoundly  from  those  who  take  that 
view.  I  believe  that  the  religious  history 
of  our  country  is  a  standing  testimony 
to  the  value  of  a  Christian  education  acd 
to  the  influence  of  the  Church  of  Engkicd 
in  maintaining  it. 

In  some  of  these  discussions  there  is  a 
feeling  that,  whatever  you  do  about 
religious  education,  you  must  avoid 
dogma.  I  say  most  sincerely  that  I  do 
not  know  what  that  means.  I  know  the 
meaning  of  the  Gieek  word,  but  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  intelligible.  What  do  you 
mean  by  dogma  ?  Every  one  of  the 
propositions  in  the  Apostles'  Creed  is 
dogma.  Are  you  not  to  teach  the 
Apostles'  Creed  ?  I  again  say  I  do  not 
expect  any  reply  to  this  question.  It  is 
one  of  many  which  will  remain  un- 
answered. A!gain,  are  you  prohibited 
from  finding  out  whether  the  person 
whom  you  employ,  or  whom  you  allow 
in  obedience  to  the  law  to  teach  your 
child,  is  competent  to  do  so  ?  I  believe 
that  the  neutral  word  "  qualified "  in 
regard  to  teachers  is  introduced.  You 
dare  not  say  that  you  must  find  out 
whether  he  is  a  Christian  or  whether  he 
does  or  does  not  belong  to  your  particular 
Church,  for  there  you  get  the  religious 
test.  But  is  a  teacher  qualified  to  teach 
something  in  which  he  does  not  believe  ? 
How  is  it  to  be  found  out  whether  a  man 
is  qualified  to  teach  religion  ?  Does  any 
sane  person  believe  that  a  child  c-vn 
receive  religious  teaching  from  a  pcrsoa 
who  does  not  believe  in  the  religion  he 
professes  to  teach  ? 

It  has  been  said  that  we  may  be  sure 
that  the  persons  entrusted  with  the 
duty  of  selecting  the  teacher  will  take 
care  that  he  is  qualified.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  we  must  face  these  ques- 
tions and  not  by  the  use  of  ambiguous 
phraseology  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  of 
answering  them.  Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  to 
be  lawful  for  a  father  to  ascertain  whether 
the  person  who  is  to  teach  his  child  is 
a  Christian  or  not  ?  Lord  Ribblesdale 
said  he  had  never  met  in  the  flesh  a 
Voltaire-cum-Rousseau  teacher,  but  the 
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most  rev.  Primate  gave  the  House  n 
example  on  Wednesday.  Is  this,  or 
is  it  not,  a  real  danger  ?  Here  was  a 
man  occnpying  a  position  such  as  the 
most  rev.  Primate  described,  and  he 
was  an  actual  unbeliever.  Is  it  to  be 
expected  that  Church  of  England  parents 
will  allow  rcligiou')  teaching  to  be 
given  by  such  a  teacher  if  they 
can  help  it  ?  Let  me  suggest  another 
difScuIty.  The  noble  Earl  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  gave  us,  if  he 
will  forgive  me  for  saying  so,  rather  a 
layman's  view  of  what  he  called  the 
eyjrea  doctrine.  It  is  dangerous  to 
deal  with  legal  phrases.  May  I  ask  the 
noble  Earl  whether  he  quite  appreciates 
what  he  is  talking  about  in  that  respect  ? 
Does  he  suggest  that  there  is  any  analogy  ? 
1  contend  that  there  has  been  ample 
fulfilment  of  the  purposes  for  which  the 
voluntary  schools  were  founded. 

»Thk  Eabl  of  CREWE  :  I  cannot, 
of  course,  pretend  to  engage  in  a  legal 
argument  with  the  noble  and  learned 
Eul,  but  I  imagine  that  the  binding 
force  of  this  clause  is  that  it  is  on  the 
failure  to  carry  on. the  trust  by  these 
schools  that  the  Commission  steps  in. 
The  noble  and  learned  Earl  implied  that 
the  trust  was  being  carried  on.  The 
necessary  precedent  condition  is  that 
the  trust  should  have  broken  down,  and 
then  the  Commission  steps  in. 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY  :  Has 
it  broken  down  1  My  point  is  that  there 
has  been  no  failures.  I  contend  that  there 
has  been  ample  fulfilment  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  these  schools  were 
fonnded ;  and,  that  being  so,  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Bill  would,  it  appears  to 
me,  constitute  an  outrageous  inter- 
ference with  private  property,  to  say 
nothing  else.  Ithink  it  is  a  most  serious 
thing  to  interfere  with  these  trusts 
except  in  the  case  of  misconduct  or 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  managers  to 
fulfil  the  purposes  of  the  trust.  It  may 
he  my  fault,  but  I  have  not  the  least 
notion  on  what  conceivable  ground  it  is 
thought  proper  to  interfere  with  these 
trusts,  and  I  do  not  understand  why  a 
tribunal  ad  hoc  should  be  created  to 
deal  with  them,  seeing  that  the  Court  of 
Chancery  has  for  centuries  applied  itself 


to  matters  such  as  would  come  before  the 
now  tribunal.  I  should  have  every 
confidence  in  the  three  gentlemen  to  be 
appointed  to  form  the  Commission,  but 
that  is  not  the  point.  Tou  do  not  get 
to  them  until  tho  whole  series  of  acts 
referred  to  last  night  by  Lord  Robertson 
come  into  play. 

I  hesitated  a  good  deal  to  intervene 
in  this  debate  knowing  I  should  only  be 
adding  to  the  number  of  unanswered 
questions.  But  there  is  one  observation 
I  really  think  I  must  make.  Threats, 
veiled  or  unvoiled,  have  been  hold  out 
in  the  usual  way  to  your  Lordships' 
House  should  you  venture  to  act  on  your 
own  view  of  what  is  right  in  this  matter. 
I  am  not  surprised  that  these  threats 
have  not  been  repeated  in  this  House. 
I  do  not  think  that  a  threat  is  a  very 
potent  argument,  and  I  think  it  is  the 
very  last  thing  to  induce  an  Englishman 
to  alter  his  views.  We  are  dealing  with 
the  question  whether  or  not  we  should 
abandon  the  children  for  whom  we  are 
responsible  to  what  we  believe  to  be  an 
ungodly  system — and  it  is  an  ungodly 
system  if  the  leading  principles  of  the 
Christian  faith  aro  struck  oyt — and 
any  one  who  imagines  that  your  Lord- 
ships would  be  deterred  by  such  a  threat 
as  that  from  acting  on  your  own  judg- 
ment and  from  throwing  out  this  BiU, 
if  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  preserve 
children  from  such  a  danger,  must  have  a 
very  small  idea  of  the  House  of  Lords 
and  of  his  countr3mien.  In  my  view, 
this  Bill  is  unjust,  impolitic,  and,  I 
believe,  absolutely  unworkable  in  its 
present  form,  and  I,  for  one,  if  it  is  not  so 
modified  as  to  get  rid  of  tho  objections  I 
entertain  to  it,  shall  certainly  record  my 
vote  against  it  on  the  Third  Reading. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  Fok  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord 
Fitzhadrice)  :  My  Lords,  I  feel  that ' 
my  task  in  having  in  this  important 
debate  to  reply  to  a  statesman  of  tho 
commanding  knowledge  and  experience 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  who  has 
just  sat  down  is  a  very  di£Bcult  one. 
It  is,  perhaps,  all  the  more  so  because 
I  have  been  forcibly  reminded,  during 
the  course  of  this  debate,  of  one  of  the 
favourite  sa3nngs  of  the  late  Lord  Gran- 
ville, who  for  so  many  years  led  your 
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Lordships  House  with  such  great  ap- 
plause,  with  regard  to  those  who  sit  on 
these  benches.  Ho  used  to  say,  "  What 
are  we  amongst  so  many  ? "  Noble 
Lords  who  sit  opposite  are  powerful, 
not  only  in  possessing  leaders  of  the 
great  ability  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl,  but  also  in  the  formidable  array 
which  at  all  times  enables  them  to  appear 
for  the  moment  as  the  dictators  of  the 
situation. 

The  noble  Earl  has  himself  concluded 
with  an  observation — I  am  not  for  a 
moment  going  to  call  it  a  threat — that 
your  Lordships,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  justified,  under  certain  circumstances, 
in  rejecting  the  Bill  on  Third  Reading. 
But  when  I  reflect  upon  the  reasons 
which  the  noble  Earl  gave  for  that 
course,  I  confess  they  did  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  even  as  strong  as  some  of 
those  which,  allowing  for  the  convictions 
of  the  speakers,  caused  other  noble 
Lords  opposite  and  right  rev.  Prelates 
to  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion.  The 
noble  and  learned  Earl  was  chiefly  con- 
cerned with  the  re-assertion  of  some 
of  those  ancient  doctrines  with  regard 
to  the  sanctity  and  perpetuity  of  trusts 
which,  I  believe,  are  not  held  universally 
even  by  noble  Lords  opposite.  I  have 
heard  those  arguments  used  before,  i 
I  think,  by  the  noble  and  learned  Earl 
himself  in  another  place  where  we  sat 
together  for  many  years.  I  have  heard 
them  from  illustrious  lawyers  who  repre- 
sent the  same  school  of  legal  thought 
as  the  noble  and  learned  Earl. 

When  I  first  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
m  the  House  of  Commons  we  were 
fighting  the  battle  of  University  tests, 
and  great  lawyers,  especially  great  ecclesi- 
astical lawyers,  came  forward  and  asked 
what  right  a  Liberal  Government  had 
to  interfere  with  the  ancient  trusts  of 
the  Universities  when  nobody  was  pre- 
•  pared  to  say  that  those  Universities 
and  colleges  were  not  doing  a  great  and 
useful  work. .  That  is  exactly  what  the 
noble  and  learned  Earl  has  said  to-day — 
that  the  voluntary  schools  are  doing  a 
good  and  useful  work,  and  that  there- 
fore we  are,  i-pso  facto,  morally  estopped 
from  interfering  with  the  trusts.  Those 
arguments  have  been  long  ago  rejected 
by  Parliament.  I  say  with  all  respect 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  that  it  is 

Lord  Fitzmuurice. 


useless  in  the  year  1906  to  ask  us  to 
accept  a  series  of  propositions  which 
Parbament  has  rejected  over  and  over 
again  since  1870.  I  may  remind  the 
noble  and  learned  Earl,  to  go  back  to 
the  great  question  of  University  tests, 
that  there  were  in  those  days  some  who 
acknowledged  that  though  it  might  be  a 
right  and  proper  thing  to  throw  open 
the  degrees  and  the  honours  of  the 
universities  to  Jews  and  Nonconformists, 
they  were  obliged  to  stop  there.  They 
could  not  accept  interference  with  the 
endowments  of  the  colleges  as  distinct 
from  the  University  itself.  That  for  a 
great  number  of  years  was  the  position  of 
Mr.  Gladstone  himself,  but  Parliament 
did  not  accept  those  doctrines ;  nor  did 
the  Liberal  Party  accept  them,  and 
eventually  the  Universities  and  colleges 
were  thrown  open. 

We  are  told  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  that  if  the  proposals  of  the  Bill  are 
adopted  the  sanctity  of  property  will 
be  at  an  end  and  the  direst  consequences 
will  follow.  While  desiring  to  treat  widi 
the  greatest  respect  everything  which 
falls  from  the  Ups  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Eari,  I  am  not  prepared  to  be 
alarmed  by  these  dire  vaticinations, 
because,  oddly  enough,  I  have  heard  them 
all  before  in  this  very  House,  though  a 
number  of  years  ago.  I  was  a  listener  in 
1867 — I  believe  it  was  the  first  time  1 
ever  stood  within  the  precincts  of  this 
House — when  I  was  still  in  my  last 
ye  T  at  the  University  at  Cambridge, 
to  that  great  education  debate  in  which 
Lord  Bussell — a  name  always  to  be 
mentioned  by  Liberals  in  connection 
with  the  education  question  with  the 
deepest  reverence  and  respect — at  the 
close  of  his  great  career  and  just  before  he 
handed  over  the  leadership  of  the  party 
to  Mr.  Gladstone,  brought  forward  in 
your  Lordships'  House  a  series  of  proposi- 
tions in  regard  to  the  future  settlement  of 
education.  I  well  remember  that  oration. 
A  young  man  could  not  possibly  fail  to  bo 
deeply  impressed  by  that  great  speech 
from  the  lips  of  the  veteran  statesman. 
But,  after  he  had  spoken,  there  rose  the 
then  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  He  implored  their 
Lordships  on  no  account  to  adopt  the 
dangerous  proposals  which  had  just  been 
placed  before  them  by  Lord  Russell,  and 
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he  assured  them,  just  as  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  has  assured  us  to-day,  that 
if  they  did  the  sanctity  of  property  would 
be  at  an  end  and  the  country  would  fee 
the  effects  of  insecurity  in  every  quarter. 
He  finaUy  concluded  by  imploring  your 
Lordships'  predecessors  on  no  account 
to  substitute  for  the  existing  institutions 
of  the  day  another  edifice,  which,  he  said, 
would  be  one  based  upon  insecure 
foundations  and  certain  to  involve  all  who 
stood  near  it  in  ruin  ;  and  he  concluded 
by  imploring  them,  in  the  words  of  the 
great  Latin  poet,  not  to  erect  an  Exeeltfe 
twris  tabulata  unie  dUior  esset  casus,  et 
imditcB  fTJBC'fs  immane  ruint. 

Tour  Lordships'  predecessors  in  title 
then  adjoarned  and  went  home  in  a 
frame  of  mind  looking  forward  to  the  no 
distant  day  when,  owing  to  the  destruc- 
tive plans  of  the  Liberal  Party,  and  of 
Lord  Russell  in  particular,  to  judge  by 
the  words  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
the  satyr  would  be  dancing  among  the 
rains  of  St.  James's  Palace  and  the  great 
owl  would  be  building  its  nest  with  the 
remains  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  wool- 
sack. But  it  so  happened  that  all  the 
proposals  and  some  more  which  had  been 
brought  forward  by  Lord  Russell  were 
incorporated  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  in 
1870,  and  in  the  year  1906  this  House  is 
still  in  existence,  property  is  still  secure, 
trosts  have  not  been  abolished  in  conse- 
quence of  some  changes ;  and  we  have 
tiie  noble  and  learned  Earl  coming 
forward  and  asking  us  to  take  seriously  a 
mere  repetition  of  all  those  ancient  fears. 
The  noble  and  learned  Earl  commenced 
his  observations  by  saying  that  we  have 
no  facts  and  no  statistics,  and  that  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  furnish 
them.  I  did  not  understand  that  he  was 
askii^  whoever  might  follow  him  in 
debate — and  I  have  that  honour — to 
take  up  your  Lordships'  time  by  pro- 
dacing  and  reading  long  tables  showing 
the  total  number  of  voluntary  schools, 
the  total  number  of  council  schools,  the 
total  number  of  local  authorities,  and 
matters  of  that  kind. 


The  Earl  of  HALSBURY  :  I  beg 
the  noble  Lord's  pardon.  I  never  asked 
for  anything  of  the  sort.  What  I  asked 
for  were  .Answers  to  Questions. 


Lord  PITZMAURICE  :  I  understoo  1 
the  noble  and  leirned  Earl,  in  his  opot)in| 
sentence,  to  suggest  that  the  House 
should  be  told  something  about  the 
number  of  schools  upon  which  these 
changes  would  operate. 

The  Eabl  of  HALSBURY :  I  said 
under  Clause  4. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  :   That  is  part 
of  it,  of  course.    So  far  as  I  know  these 
statistics   have   already   been    given   in 
another  place,  and  although  I  have  no 
authority  to  say  so,  I  cannot  conceive 
that  there  would  be  any  objection  to 
furnishing  your  Lordships  before  we  go 
into  Committee    with  statistics  showing 
the  total  number  of  schools,  the  number 
of   voluntary  and  council  schools,  how 
many  are  in  urban  areas  and  rural  areas, 
how  many  will  be  affected  by  Clause  4 
how  many  of  them  fall  below  the  5,000 
limit,  and  all  those  matters.    In  alludin ; 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Eirl's  requei'; 
I  did  not  do  so  in  any  hostile  spirit,  be- 
cause it  appeared  to  me  a  not  unnatural 
inquiry.    I    am    anxious    to   show   the 
noble  and  learned  Earl  that  in  all  matters 
where  we  can  meet  him  we  desire  to  do  so. 

As  to  the  5,000  limit,  the  question 
what  special  advantage  there  is  in  that 
figure  has  been  raised  by  the  noble 
Marquess  who  recently  presided  over  the 
Board  of  Education.  The  origin  of 
the  matter  was  this.  Those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  history  of  local  govern- 
ment in  England  are  aware  that  in  tho 
year  1858  the  first  Local  Government 
Act  was  passed,  under  which  the  owners 
and  ratepayers  of  a  parish  or  township 
could  become  subject  to  what  was  then 
called  a  local  board.  That  Act  was  very 
considerably  abused.  A  great  number 
of  really  rural  places  calculated  that 
if  they  could  justify  themselves  in  saying 
they  were  a  quasi-rural  area,  they  could 
rearrange  the  highway  rate  over  the 
whole  district.  In  that  way  a  great 
number  of  small  places  gradually  ob- 
tained urban  powers,  and,  owing  to  the 
great  difficulty  there  is  in  England  of 
depriving  any  place  of  a  privilege  which 
Parliament  has  given  it,  these  places, 
which  are  mainly  rural  in  character, 
have  gradually  blossomed  out  into  pos- 
sessors of  almost  the  full  rights  of  an 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1487  Education  (England  {LORDS} 


and  fVaUs)  BiU. 


\m 


urban  community.  One  of  the  objects 
of  tliis  Bill,  as  jour  Lordships  are  aware, 
is  to  distinguish  between  town  and 
country,  and  therefore  all  that  this 
subsection  means  is  that  where  there 
is  an  urban  area  which,  in  its  character, 
is  not  really  urban,  it  should  be  treated 
under  Clause  3  and  not  under  Clause  4. 
There  is  no  magic  about  the  number 
5,000.  Some  may  think  it  a  little  too 
high,  and  others  may  regard  it  as  too 
In-.v ;  but  I  have  told  your  Lordships 
lliO  plain,  unvarnished  truth  as  to  the 
origin  of  this  clause.  The  position  of 
these  small  urban  districts,  quite  apart 
fro:n  all  sectarian  questions,  has  been 
CO  r,tantly  a  source  of  difficulty  to  local 
ii'ii.iinistrators  and  to  the  Legislature, 
iwA  the  Government  are  perfectly  aware 
that  in  dealing  with  them  in  this  way 
they  are  treading  in  the  footsteps  of 
those  who  have  gone  before  them.  Of 
'  ourse,  people  may  differ  as  to  the  exact 
limit  of  population  which  ought  to  be 
Axed,  but  it  is  not  any  such  question 
which  has  excited  the  deep  feelings  shown 
tn  this  debate. 

We  are  making  a  strong  and  honest 
.".ttempt  finally  to  settle  a  great  question, 
ftiid  we  do  not  complain — it  would  be 
utterly  unreasonable  to  do  so — that 
our  proposals  are  subjected  to  severe 
examination.  But  I  think  it  would 
greatly  facilitate  our  task  if  noble  Lords 
who  oppose  the  Bill  would  make  their 
ideas  as  to  what  the  settlement  ought 
to  be  more  clear  than  I  venture  to  think 
they  have  so  far  succeeded  in  making 
them.  When  I  read  the  letters  sent  to 
The  Times  by  the  highest  dignitaries  of  the 
Church,  by  bishops  and  by  deans,  I  am 
unable  to  recognise  any  unanimity  or 
any  coherent  plan.  I  have  noticed  the 
same  thing  before.  In  1902  there  was 
that  unfortunate  divergence  of  opinion 
among  those  who  might  be  looked  upon  as 
authoritative  expositors  of  Church  doc- 
trine on  these  questions  which  makes 
any  settlement  so  difficult.  After  all, 
if  you  differ  from  a  man  or  from  a  pubUc 
body  you  have  at  least  a  reasonable 
chance  of  coming  to  an  agreement  if 
you  know  clearly  and  definitely  what 
that  person  or  body  wants.  But  that  is 
not  the  case  here. 

The  right  rev.  Prelate  the  Bishop  of 
Birmingham,  who  I  always  mention  on 
Lord  Fittmavriee. 


more  grounds  than  one  with  the  deepest 
personal  respect,  has  written  a  pamphlet 
Retting  forth  the  objections  to  this  Bill. 
I  understand  those  objections,  although 

I  do  not  agree  with  them.  But  then  I 
take  up  a  speech  of  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle 
who,  I  suppose,  also  speaks  with  authority. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  but  I  take  it  that  he  speaks  on 
beh.alf  of  the  Church.  The  Bishop  of 
C  .rlislo  has  expressed  a  set  of  views 
absolutely  difierent  from  those  of  the 
Bishop  of  Birmingham ;  and  whea  I 
listened  to  the  admirable  speech  of 
the  most  rev.  Primate  in  your  Lordships' 

II  )use  on  Wodncsd.ay,  I  ag.ain  seemed  to 
be  listening  to  a  set  of  opinions  which 
differed  from  those  of  both  the  Bishop 
of  Birmingham  and  the  Bishop  of 
C.vrlisle. 

There  is  a  further  difficulty.  We 
have  among  us  a  layman  of  the  highest 
character  and  reputation  —  he  is  un- 
fortunately, no  longer  a  Member  of  the 
other  House  of  Parliament — who  is 
apparently  more  able  to  express  the 
views  of  a  larger  body  of  Church  opinion 
than  even  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops 
of  the  Church.  I  allude  to  Lord  Hugh 
Cecil.  In  the  days  of  Lord  Palmcrston 
it  used  to  be  a  joke  that  if  you  wanted 
to  find  out  what  vras  being  thought  in 
Church  circles  and  what  was  likely  to  be 
done,  it  was  far  itaore  important  to 
ascertain  the  views  of  Lord  Shaftesbury 
than  the  views  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  or  of  Lord  Palmerston  him- 
self ;  and  in  this  matter  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  if  you  want  to  ascertain 
the  views  of  the  majority  of  Churchmen, 
of  what  may  be  called  the  fighting  and 
energetic  boidy  of  Church  opinion,  it  is 
often  quite  as  important  to  know  what 
Lord  Hugh  Cecil  thinks  as  to  ascertain 
even  what  is  thought  by  the  highest 
dignitaries  of  the  Church.  Lord  Hugh 
Cecil — and  I  make  the  comparisoa  in  no 
uncomphmentary  spirit  —  is  like  the 
great  statesman  who  was  said  in  the 
eighteenth  centiuy  to  be  the  secret  in- 
fluence behind  the  Throne.  He  is  a  sort 
of  ecclesiastical  Lord  Bute,  the  secret 
influence  behind  the  Archiepiscopate ; 
and  it  i.s  necessary,  if  we  arc  to 
ascertain  the  vie^  of  the  Chuicb. 
that  we  should  know  the  vietrs  of  Lord 
Hugh  Cecil.    All  these  views  appear  to 
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be  quite  difierent.  How,  then,  can  you 
blame  a  Liberal  Government  if  they 
are  obliged  to  steer  a  course  of  their  ovrn 
and  judge  upon  the  facts  that  are  ac- 
cumulated in  the  Education  Office  f 

A  certain  tone  of  bitterness  has  been 
imparted  into  these  debates  apparently 
because  of  the  idea  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  embarking  on  a  course  hostile 
to  religion.  There,  again,  the  indict- 
ment is  not  al^rays  the  same.  The  right 
lev.  Prelate  the  Bishop  of  London,  so 
br  as  I  «ras  able  to  follow  his  argument 
in  the  impassioned  speech  which  he 
made  and  which  we  all  listened  to  with 
great  admiration,  attacked  the  Bill  be- 
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voluntary  schools  and  council  schoob  u 
about  equal,  but  when  you  come  to  work 
out  the  number  of  children  who  attend 
Coimcil  schoob  and  those  who  attend 
voluntary  schoob  there  is  a  marked  and 
growing  preponderance  of  children  in 
council  schoob ;  and  I  ask  any  of  your 
Lordships  who  have  had  to  do  with 
local  adminbtration  whether  they  have 
found  in  their  experience  that  there  has 
been  any  deterioration  in  the  moral 
or  religious  education  of  the  people  as 
a  result  of  the  spread  of  coimcU  schoob. 
I  absolutely  deny  it.  The  Returns 
which  we  owe  to  a  Motion  by  the  most 
rev.  Primate  show  the  extreme  care 
which   the    local    education    authorities 


catae  It  was  chiefly  an  attempt  to  set  up  I  ^,f  ^j^^  ^^^       ^^^   ^^^  ^   ^l^^j, 

undenominatiomil  rehgion  at  the  expense  enj^^^ur  to  fiimbh  the  children  under 
of  denominational  rebgion  That  is  a  i  ^^^^^  ^^^^j  ^j^^  ^  ^^  ^^  „„t 
pomtof  view  that  we  can  understand.  But  ^^j  ^j  ^^,  ^ut  of  religious  education, 
the  noble  Duke  who  opened  the  debate         ■'  ^' 

yesterday  took  a  different  Une.    He  said       ^iri         .       j      iiUiiTjj  — 
1,    D,,  •'  .,    ,  II      ...       I      We  have  heard  a  lot  about  Hudders- 

the  BiU  was  an  attack  upon  all  religion,    «  u      tt  jj      c  u  ■    it  i      v     « 

.,   , ..  ...         ^j      _•     4.:       I  'field.    Huddersfield  la  the  ewe  Iamb  of 

that  it  was  an  attack  upon  denominational  '  ..        j-  t    i.     u  i-i     ^    i 

.         ,  -     ^'       1        V      ..       1-1      I  these  discussions.    I  should  uke  to  know 

and    undenominational     reugion     alike.         ,•..,  l     i.    u-    u      c  u      t 

We  are,   therefore,   in  a  ve^ry  difficult  1 »    little    more    about    Huddersfield.     I 

position!     We  do  not  know  which  of  these    5f'"«™*»«5    *^**  -^  ,^^\*\"*' .^* 

i^i^ctments  it  b  that  we  are  called  upon    Commission,  pr^ided  over  by  Lord  Cross, 

toanswer.     Broadly  speaking,  our  answer    Yj'f   P/.'^*"^*"^   \Y^,    abe   Report. 

b   thb.    The    people    of   thb    country    ^*  *^\^*'"'^^«'^.*/.^.l°.^'l''*"f^*"^° 

are  a  religious  people,    Thb  Bill  entrusts 

large  rights  and  duties  to  the  educational 

authorities  of  the  country,  and  it  b  not 

to   be    supposed    that    an    educational 

authority    elected    by    religious    people 

will  be  likely  at  once  to  commence  an 

anti-religious    campaign.     The    law    of 

England  does  not  suppose  that  people 

will   always    act    reasonably.     Perhaps, 

if  that  were  so,  many  of  the  laws  would 

be  unnecessary.     But  the  law  of  England 

does  not  suppose  that  people  will  alwajrs 

act  unreasonably,    and    many    of    the 

arguments  which  we  have  heard  in  the 

course  of  thb  debate  seem   to  me  to 

presuppose    that    the    local    authorities 

of  this  country  are  certain  to  act  in  an 

unreasonable     manner    and    to    abuse 

the  powers  given  to  them. 

The  contention  that  teaching  under 
the  Cowper-Temple  clause  will  lead  to  a 
aecular  system  b  an  attack  not  on  this 
BOl  but  on  the  exbting  law.  The  Cowper- 
Temple  clause  now  governs  the  education 
of  the  majority  of  the  children  of  this 
country.  The  number  of  school  depart- 
ments, no   doubt,   as  divided   between 


arose  because  it  was  found  that  in  one 
or  two  dbtricts  in  Wales  there  were 
school  boards  which  gave  no  religious 
education,  and  we  weie  told  to  look  at 
the  shocking  results  which  would  accrue 
from  allowing  thb  kind  of  thing  to 
go  on.  But,  when  the  matter  came  to 
be  examined,  it  turned  out  tluvt  spscial 
arrangements  had  been  made,  and  that 
in  these  dbtricts,  owing  to  the  very 
strong  and  active  religious  life  exbting 
there,  this  education  was  given  in  a  fat 
more  marked  degree  than  ebewhere ;  it  was 
not,  however,  given  by  the  school  board, 
but  under  a  highly  organised  system. 
Bearing  that  in  mind,  I  should  Uke  to 
know  a  little  more  with  regard  oo 
Huddersfield  before  arriving  at  the 
conclusion  that  Hudder^fi^d  b  the 
shocking  example  which  b  made  out. 
In  any  case,  one  swallow  does  not 
make  a  summer.  Huddersfield  is  not 
the  whole  of  England,  and  one  exception 
does  not  show  that  the  council  schoob  are 
rapidly  drifting  into  indifference  with 
regatd  to  religious  education.  I  venture 
to  say  exactly  the  same  thing  with 
regard  to  some  other  observations  which 
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have  been  made  in  this  debate.  For 
example,  the  noble  Earl  who  spoke  last 
night  about  Wales  seemed  to  think 
himself  entitled  to  argue  that,  because 
one  particular  county  in  Wales  had 
declined  to  do  a  thing  which  all  the  other 
counties  in  Wales  were  willing  to  do, 
he  was  justified  in  asserting  that  the 
opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wales  was 
equally,  or  almost  equally,  divided  on 
the  question. 

The  Makquess  op  SALISBURY:  I 
think  the  noble  Lord  misinterprets  my 
Doble  friend.  My  noble  friend  was 
combating  the  assertion  made  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  that 
Wales  was  unanimous.  He  showed  that 
Wales  was  not  unanimous. 

LoED  FITZMAXJRICE :  The  noble 
Earl,  on  the  contrary,  wished  this  House 
to  believe  that  there  was  a  wide  diver- 
gence of  opinion,  and  at  one  moment  he 
rose  to  great  heights  of  eloquence  upon 
i  t .  However,  for  an  ordinary  Englishman 
to  interfere  in  a  Welsh  dispute  is  rather 
a  dangerous  thing,  and  I  will  not  pursue 
that  subject  further.  I  ask  right  rev. 
Prelates,  in  a  perfectly  friendly  spirit, 
why  they  should  suppose  that  that  which 
has  happened  in  regard  to  so  many  other 
branches  of  local  effort  should  not  happen 
with  regard  to  education.  In  regard  to 
this  I  desire  to  shelter  myself  behind  an 
observation  which  many  years  ago  I 
heard  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  by 
no  less  a  person  than  Mr.  Disraeli.  In  a 
debate  on  a  Valuation  Bill  he  pointed  out 
that  nearly  all  those  local  and  municipal 
institutions  that  we  then  had  were 
originally  in  their  inception  due  to  local 
effort ;  that  gradually,  in  the  case  of 
each,  it  was  foimd  that  local  effort  was 
unable  to  rise  to  the  increasing  demand 
of  the  time ;  that  the  State  had  to 
interfere,  and  that  those  things  which 
were  originally  due  to  local  effort  became 
what  is  now  called  municipalised  and 
passed  into  the  domain  of  local  govern- 
ment. 

I  will  give  instances.  The  relief  of 
the  poor  was  originally  in  this  country 
largely  conducted  by  great  private  in- 
Btitutions,  but  the  Elizabethan  Poor  Law 
substituted  the  State  and  local  authorities 
for  private  institutions.    Our  roads  were 
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chiefly  made  by  private  persons  or 
associations  of  private  persons,  but 
gradually  it  was  found  that  local  effort 
could  not  keep  them  up  to  the  level 
which  modem  requirements  demanded 
and  they  passed  under  public  controL 
Our  hospitals  are  largely  managed  by 
private  enterprise,  but  the  isolation 
hospitals  are  gradually  passing  into 
public  control ;  and  there  is  a  Committee 
considering  at  this  moment  whether  the 
hospitals  should  not  be  taken  over  oc 
subsidised  by  the  State.  It  is  no  re- 
flection to  say  that,  with  a  population 
which  has  gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
the  noble  efforts  which  the  predecessors 
of  right  rev.  Prelates  made  are  now 
perfectly  inadequate  to  give  this  country 
the  education  it  requires. 

The  most  rev.  Primate  seemed  to  think 
that  we  were  im willing  to  recognise  the 
noble  efforts  that  have  been  made  by 
the  Church  in  past  times.  We  who  sit 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  no  doubt,  have 
had  some  ancient  quarrels  with  right 
rev.  Prelates,  but  at  least  we  all  recognise 
that,  though  »e  may  have  differed  as 
to  the  means,  our  intention  and  object 
have  always  been  the  same.  It  may 
be  perfectly  true — it  is  true — that  in 
the  eighteenth  century  the  Church  was 
indifferent  to  a  great  number  of  things 
which  she  has  taken  up  in  the  19th  and 
20th  centuries,  but  we  recognise  that, 
although  we  have  not  always  been  able  to 
agree  with  the  methods,  in  modem  times 
the  efforts  of  the  Church  have  been  great, 
and  it  must  not  be  taken  as  any  reflection 
on  right  rev.  Prelates  or  their  prede- 
cessors if  we  venture  to  say  with  great 
respect  that  the  time  has  come  'when, 
in  the  matter  of  education,  the  State 
must  intervene  to  relieve  the  private 
individual  of  doing  that  which,  in  these 
days,  the  private  individual  cannot  do 
with  efficiency. 

I  now  come  to  the  burning  question 
of  dogma.  I  have  sat  on  Education 
Committees  with  laymen  and  with  clei^- 
men  and  Nonconformist  ministers,  udth 
men  of  all  political  opinions,  and  I  have 
invariably  found  that  heated  discussions 
about  dogma  and  about  all  the  questions 
which  play  around  that  word  sink  into 
comparative  insignificance  and  find  their 
level  when  a  certain  number  of  sensible 
English   gentlemen  are  gathered  round 
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» table  and  have  to  draw  up  a  syllabus 
of  leligioos  education.  Therefore  it  is 
tliat,  while  I  admit  that  maay  ingenious 
jxnnts  have  been  put  to  us  ia  this  debate 
which  it  may  be  difficult  to  answer,  I 
hold  that  if  you  trust  the  people  of  this 
oooatry  and  their  deoted  representatiyes 
no  injustice  will  be  done.  And,  in 
i^rd  to  dogma,  may  I  implore  right 
TBY.  Prelates  to  remember  what  I  know 
most  be  present  to  their  minds,  that  we 
ue  not  to-night  disousaing  Fniversity 
qneslaons  or  even  a  question  of  secondary 
education,  but  that  we  are  'disouBsing 
the  education  of  the  poorest  childrea 
who,  ex  hypothesi,  are  all  below  sixteen 
years  of  age.  How  it  possibly  can  be 
conceived  that  these  children  aie  capable 
of  understanding  or  of  taking  in  every- 
thing that  we  mean  by  dogma  is  to  me  a 
mystery.  When  I  heard  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  yesterday  refer  to  those  schools 
with  which  his  name  is  so  honourably 
connected  in  the  various  districts  of 
London,  and  when  I  heard  him  talk 
about  the  necessity  of  the  childrea 
onderstanding  the  doctrine  of  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Church,  the  history 
«f  the  Ohurch,  the  doctrine  of  the  Atone- 
ment, and  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  I 
felt  that  if  these  poor  children  undeistand 
all  these  things  they  must  be  the  most 
wonderful  children  in  the  world.  No 
attempt  is  made  in  the  great  public 
schools  where  most  of  your  Lordships 
were  educated  to  give  in  the  junior 
classes  one-fifteenth  part  of  the  religious 
instruction  which  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
inmsts  upon  in  these  schools. 

I  wish  to  place  myself  in  regard  to  this 
matter  under  the  ngis  of  a  late  luminary 
of  the  Church.  Cardinal  Newman,  in  the 
interesting  book  in  which  he  gives  a 
history  ot  the  formation  of  his  own 
opinions  and  of  his  own  life,  says — 

"  From  the  age  of  fifteen,  dogma  has  been 
the  fondamental  principle  of  my  religion.  I 
know  no  other  religion.  I  cannot  enter  into 
the  idea  of  any  otiier  sort  of  religion  ;  religion 
«a  a  mere  sentiment  is  to  me  a  dream  and  a 
mockery." 

It  was  from  the  age  of  fifteen  that 
Oerdinal  Newm&n  tells  us  he  became  able 
to  nndtrstand  dogmatic  religion  and 
capable  of  taking  in  the  great  truths 
which  afterwards  influenced  his  life  and 
the  whole  religious  life  cf  this  country. 
"Why,  if  we  have  it  on  the  authority  of 
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Cardinal  Newman  that  dogmatic  educa- 
tion can  only  begin  after  fifteen  years 
of  age,  are  we  to  tear  one  another  to 
pieces  because  we  think  that  the  Cowper- 
Temple  clause  does  not  give  a  sufficient 
amount  of  religious  education  ?  W« 
never  have  claimed  that  there  is  a 
Oowper-Temple  reUgion.  The  Oowper- 
Temple  clause  is  nothing  whatever  but  a 
series  of  negations.  But  what  we  do 
claim  is  that  Cowper  -  Temple  instruc- 
tion is  the  basis  and  the  foundation 
upon  which  other  and  subsequent  re- 
l^on  can  be  built  up  ;  and  if  any  teacher 
in  a  Cowper-Temple  school  uses  hia 
position  to  instil  irreligious  or  sceptical 
opinions  into  the  children,  the  people  of 
this  country  will  see  that  that  teacher  is 
made  to  find  his  proper  place.  They 
will  be  quite  strong  enough  to  do  it 
without  your  Lordships  tying  them  by 
minute  rules  and  regulations  in  the 
schedule  of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

I  have  for  years  worked  at  this  question 
in  a  practical  way,  and  I  had  hoped, 
more  strongly  perhaps  than  I  can  express 
in  words,  that  I  might  live  to  see  the 
day  when  these  miserable  quarrels  should 
cease.  I  implore  your  Lordships  not 
to  approach  this  BiU  in  the  spirit  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Earl,  who  raised 
legal  points  and  dug  up  the  forgotten 
ashes  of  old  controversies,  but  to  try 
to  unite  upon  it;  and  if  you  think 
that  there  are  some  things  in  the  Bill, 
which  do  not  carry  out  our  intentions 
I  hope  you  will  try  to  put  your  ideas 
upon  the  Paper  so  that  we  shall  under- 
stand what  they  are,  and  not  enter  into 
a  sort  of  educational  Donnybrook  &ir 
in  Committee  with  the  intention  on  the 
part  of  your  Lordships  of  tearing  the 
Bill  into  rags  and  tatters. 

There  is  a  delightful  book  which  the 
youngest  generation  as  it  grows  up  is 
always  instructed  to  read,  and  which 
contains  the  experiences  of  three  English 
travellers  who  go  to  foreign  parts.  They 
go  to  the  ancient  city  of  Prague.  They 
are  there  shown  a  horse,  and  are  told 
that  it  b  the  horse  of  the  famous  Im* 
perial  General,  General  Wallenstein,  and 
the    attendant    says — 

"  The  head  of  the  animal  is  ne^v,  the  body 
of  another  horse  is  substituted,  the  legs  have 
been  repaired,  bat  all  the  rest  is  the  original 
animal." 
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It  Appeared  to  me  that  some  of  70UT 
Loid^ps  yesterday  seemed  to  adum- 
brate a  state  of  things  under  which  when 
we  meet  in  the  autumn  you  were  to 
reduce  the  Bill  to  the  condition  of 
Wallenstein's  horse.  If  we  do  that  we 
are  running  the  risk  of  a  great  Parlia- 
mentary crisis.  This  Bill  is  an  educa- 
tional BilL  We  have  been  told  that  it 
is  not.  We  assert  that  we  are  making 
an  honest  effort  to  dear  out  of  the  road 
this  great  religious  difiSculty.  If  we  do 
that  we  shall  have  done  a  great  work 
for  education.  We  ask  you  to  remove 
this  religious  difficulty,  which  is  a  snag 
blocking  up  the  course  of  the  stream 
of  education.  For  that  reason  I  venture 
with  all  submission  to  implore  your 
Lordships,  as  I  believe  you  will  to-day, 
to  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Beading,  and  I 
am  confident  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
beyond  the  capacity  of  this  House  to 
unite  and  obtain  for  the  Bill  what  is  far 
more  important,  the  confirmation  of 
posterity  and  the  sanction  of  time. 

Thb  lord  bishop  op  WINCHES- 
TER :  My  Lords,  I  must  crave  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  in  intervening 
after  the  utterances  of  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  of  the  veterans  of  debate  on 
this  most  important  subject.  A  reference 
was  made  by  the  noble  Lord  who  has 
just  spoken  to  the  occupanto  of  these 
Benches  with  regard  to  our  apparent 
want  of  unity.  The  noble  Lord  spoke 
in  such  a  kindly  tone  of  my  right  rev. 
brethren  that  I  feel  quite  oertain^there  was 
nothing  iUnatured  intended  in  his  re- 
ference. We  can  only  say  that  if  the 
bishops  on  the  bench  did  not  represent 
the  different  aspecto  and  phases  of 
public  opinion  they  would  be  far  less 
entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  country 
than  I  trust  they  are.  In  a  certain 
measure,  both  from  their  numbers  and 
the  greatness  of  their  responsibility,  they 
correspond  to  the  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  that  even  in  the 
sacred  preoinote  of  the  Cabinet  there  is 
always  absolute  harmony  or  agreement 
upon  the  n^ost  importent  topics  that 
from  time  to  time  arise. 

We  have  been  appealed  to  in  reference 
to  this  Bill  to  regard  it  as  an  instalment 
of  a  final  settlement.  I  confess  that  we 
regard  this  Bill  as  presenting  very  Uttle 
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prospect  of  a  final  settlement,  and  a 
offering  very  Uttle  hope  or  ezpectati<n 
of  peace  upon  this  great  questicm.  There- 
were,  no  doubt,  many  grievances  fblt  on 
both  sides  in  regard  to  religious  edncati<u 
— there  were  grievances  of  Nbnconfonn- 
ist  ratepayers,  parente,  and  teachers,  and 
gnevances  of  Church  of  England,  Roman 
Cathoho,  and  Jewish  ratepayers,  who 
had  to  support  the  provided  schools  as 
well  as  their  own.  There  were,  as  I  have 
said,  grievances  on  both  sides,  and  I  had 
hoped  that  as  there  was  this  sort  of 
mandate  to  teke  up  the  question  all  these 
grievances  might  be  dealt  with. 

We  have  acknowledged  that  in  single 
school  areas  in  country  districte  the- 
Nonconformists  have  a  real  grievance, 
but  the  denommationaliste  also  have  a 
similar  grievance,  for  there  are  1,300 
single  provided  school  areas.  We  had 
hoped  that  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
introduce  a  Bill  honestly  and  satisfactorily 
to'  remove  those  grievances  on  both 
sides,  and  to  provide  the  foundations 
for  a  real  settlement  and  the  hope 
of  a  lasting  peace.  Instead  of  that 
we  have  this  great  measure,  great  on 
account  of  its  scope  and  its  disturbing 
influences ;  and  we  can  only  say  that 
the  attempt  which  is  no  doubt  being  made 
to  remove  certain  grievances  will  in- 
troduce many  others,  religious,  educa- 
tional, and  civic.  The  consequence  is 
that  we  can  only  regard  with  the  gravest 
apprehensions  the  resulte  of  such  a 
measure,  if  it  is  carried  into  law.  I 
think  I  may  say,  on  behalf  of  my  right 
rev.  brethren  who  are  teking  part  in 
this  debate,  that  we  assent  to  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill  without  a  division 
on  two  grounds.  No  one  pretends  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  or,  at  any  rate, 
many  of  them,  have  been  adequately 
discussed  elsewhere,  and  this  being  so 
its  provisions  should  be  subjected  in 
your  Lordships'  House  to  the  most 
searching  investigation.  In  the  second 
place  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
has  been  passed,  as  we  know,  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  elsewhere,  and 
I  am  sure  we  shall  be  agreed  tiiat  it  is 
entitled  to  the  most  conaderate  tteatmentr 
scrupulous,  careful,  and  respeetfnl,  as 
so  great  a  majority  fully  deserves. 

I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  many  of 
the   extraordinary   features    fthich   thia 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1497        EduaOion  {EngUmd        {3  August  1906}  and  fFaUs)  BiU.  1498 


Bill  contains,  and  ivhich  were  amply  and 
most  brilliantly  dealt  with  last  night. 
We  iteie  invited  yestetday  to  look  at 
the  Bill  not  as  deigy  but  as  citizens. 
We  bishops,  I  hope,  are  capable  of 
looking  at  this  great  question  as  citizens, 
but  as  Christian  citizens,  as  citizens  «rho 
have  a  duty  towards  the  children ;  and 
I  think  we  may  ask  whether,  with 
teaohera  who  need  not  teach,  wiiji  chil- 
dren who  need  not  attend,  and  »ith 
religion  treated  as  an  extra  subject,  it 
is  at  all  likely  that  religious  instruction 
is  going  to  be  adequately  given  to  the 
children  of  our  people.  We  are  forced 
to  look  upon  the  subject  as  men  who 
have  a  very  sacred  commission  and  a 
grave  responsibility,  and  ne  ask  whether 
the  facilities  that  are  offered  to  us  under 
Olaose  3,  which  have  been  demonstrated 
to  be  delusive  and  nugatory  and  entangled 
with  all  kinds  of  exasperating  difficulties 
at  each  stage — whether  those  facilities 
aie  likely  to  ofEer  any  hope  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  retain  the  privilege  of  giving 
denominational  teaching  in  our  schools. 
This  clause  presents  as  many  difficulties 
as  faciUties,  and  means  practically  the 
wreckage,  the  destruction,  of  our  schools. 

We  are  told  that  this  is  an  unde- 
nominational Bill,  and  that  its  object  is 
to  establish  an  undenominational  system. 

"It  is  an  undenomination'vl  BiU  and  we 
iuve  to  regard  it  in  that  light." 

Those  were  the  words  of  the  Prime 
IGnister.  We  have  been  told  in  the 
historic  discussions  of  this  great  question 
that  the  imdenominational  system  is  the 
counterpart  of  the  voluntary  system, 
which  it  supplemented,  but  did  not 
supplant.  But  this  Bill  destroys  the 
voluntary  system,  and  therefore  the 
compact  is  at  an  end.  Many  of  us  say 
that  the  time  surely  has  come  when  the 
Cowper-Temple  clause,  upon  which  that 
compact  seemed  to  hinge,  might  well 
disappear.  We  contend  that  liberal  and 
just  statesmanship  would  sxirely,  in  any 
large  measure  dealing  with  such  a  ques- 
tion, grant  facilities  all  round,  and 
would  regard  facilities  as  the  rights  of  the 
parents  and  not  give  them  as  grudging 
concessions  to  sectarian  pressure. 

The  noble  Lord  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  affairs  practically 
told  us  that  we  ought  to  be  very  glad 
to  have  so  good  a  system  as  the  unde- 
nominational system  continued,  extended, 


and  made  almost  universal.  Hay  I  ask 
your  Lordships'  attention  for  a  few 
moments  to  the  working  of  this  unde- 
nominational system,  and  the  character 
it  assumes  according  to  the  description  o^ 
those  who  are  specially  supporting  it ' 
I  have  the  greater  pleasure  in  referring  to 
this  subject  because  Mr.  Birrell,  in 
introducing  the  Bill,  referred  to  the 
working  of  the  system  in  the  oounty  of 
Hampshire  and  to  the  excellence  of  the 
syllabus  which  there  prevails.  Hamp- 
shire is  not  unique  in  that  respect.  At 
Liverpool  and  Bootle,  in  Lincolnshire,  and 
Oxfordshire, and  elsewhere  we  see  excellent 
and  admirable  syllabuses.  Therefore  it  is 
very  natural  for  the  noble  Lord  to  ask. 
Why  should  you  not  be  satisfied  with 
these  excellent,  admirable  syllabuses  ? 
The  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  told  us  last  night  that  the 
undenominational  system  was  a  form  of 
religion  which  could  be  accepted  by  all 
alike,  and  the  noble  Earl  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council,  in  moving  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  declared  that 

"  this  religioa  meets  the  reanirementa  of 
the  vast  majority  of  the  parents. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  working  of 
this  system.  On  looking  through  a  list 
of  320  local  authorities  I  find  that  there 
are  seventy  which  publish  no  syllabuses. 
I  am  aware  that  in  a  few  cases  religious 
teaching  may  be  given  without  a  syllabus. 
The  case  of  Huddersfield  is  not  at  all  an 
unique  and  isolated  instaaoe.  I  have  here 
a  Ust  of  seventy  local  authorities  which 
publish  no  sylkbus  at  all — twenty-one 
are  administrative  counties,  five  oounty 
boroughs,  ten  boroughs  over  20,000, 
and  about  forty  boroughs  with  a  popula- 
tion of  over  10,000.  After  thirty-five 
years  of  the  application  of  this  system, 
we  find  seventy  local  authorities  declining 
to  publish  any  religious  syllabus.  And 
when  we  look  at  the  syllabuses  them- 
selves what  do  we  &id  ?  Do  they 
show  any  sort  of  agreement  1  They 
vary  in  different  counties.  Are  these 
syllabuses  likely  to  improve  ?  Is  there 
likely  to  be  an  increase  through  suddenly 
flooding  the  country  with  this  great 
extension  of  the  undenominational 
system  ?  Is  it  not  far  more  likely  that 
under  the  operation  of  the  BUI  the 
irreligious  character  of  the  education 
will  increase  ?  The  excellence  of  the 
teaching  in  many  provided  schools  I  do 
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not  deny,  but  that  excellence  is  very    confess  I  am  amazed.    The  Holy  Trinity, 


much  due  to  healthy  rivalry  between 
provided  and  voluntary  schools,  the 
examples  of  Church  schools,  and  the 
influence  of  good  and  earnest  men 
interested  in  both  classes  of  schools.  In 
passing,  I  should  like  to  pay  a  tribute 
of  the  deepest  respect  and  regard  to  the 
late  Lord  Northbrook,  the  influence  of 
whose  character  and  whose  piety  and 
truth  and  moral  strength  are  reflected, 
I  believe,  in  that  very  Hampshire 
syllabus  to  the  excellence  of  which  Mr. 
Binell  called  public  attention. 

The  undenominational  system  has  been 
working   side  by  side  with  a  voluntary 


the  Incarnation  of  our  Lord,  and  the 
Divinity  of  Christ — tiiis  has  ever  been 
the  foundation  of  Christianity ;  and 
there  is  no  sort  of  diflerence  between 
the  Christianity  of  the  twentieth  century 
and  that  of  the  third  century  in  that 
respect.  If  we,  with  the  responsibility 
of  teaching  the  children,  shrink  back 
in  any  way  from  insisting  that  Hiey 
should  be  taught  the  foundation  of 
Christianity  we  should  be  faithless  to 
our  trust,  and  as  faithless  to  the  Chuick 
of  the  first  three  centuries  as  to  the 
Church  of  the  twentieth  century. 

Beference  has  been  made  to  dogma 


system  guaranteed  by  pledges  and  trusts,    as  if   it   were   possible   to   teach    little 


and  I  deny  that  there  has  been  any  friction 
arising  from  the  religious  difliculty  until 
on  the  eve  of  elections  when  political  ex- 
citement is  stimulated ;  but  with  14,000 
voluntary  or  non-provided  schools  added 
to  those  under  undenominational  control  I 
look  with  grave  apprehension  to  the  dis- 
cord that  will  result  and  the  effect  upon 
religious  instruction.  Suppose  you  have 
6,000  apples,  many  of  them  very  gootf 
and  many  of  them  very  bad,  and  suddenly 
you  add  14,000  apples  to  them.  May  I 
ask  whether  the  14,000  added  apples 
will  derive  goodness  from  the  good 
apples  or  badness  from  the  bad  apples  ? 
We  know  what  will  be  the  eftect  if  the 
whole  system  is  to  be  made  uniform.  Is 
it  not  absolutely  certain  that  the  defec- 
tive side  of  the  undenominational  system 
will  swell  and  grow  and  attach  itself 
to  the  new  group  of  added  schools  ? 

We  are  told  that  Cowper-Temple 
instruction  has  common  elements  of 
Christianity,  and  that  it  represents  the 
teaching  of  the  Church  in  the  first  three 
centuries.  I  have  looked  into  the  matter 
and  can  see  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
such  an  assertion.  There  is  nothing  in 
connection  with  the  Cowper-Temple 
clause  or  with  the  undenominational 
system  of  religion  that  guarantees  to 
any  school  any  religiouB  teaching  or 
any  Bible  or  Chrisnan  teaching.  It 
depends  entirely  upon  the  will  and  whim 
of  the  local  authority.  Mr.  Bryce  is  a 
statesman  whose  authority  in  all  matters 
of  history  we  are  delighted  to  honour 
and  respect,  but  when  he  tells  us  that 
'the  Christianity  of  the  first  three  cen- 
,  turies  represented  Cowper-Templeism  I 

The  Lard  Bishop  of  fFindiester. 


children    without    dogma.    People    are 
apparently  extraordinarily  afraid  of  the 
word    dogma.    It   is   the    phrase    they 
are  afraid  of,  not  the  thing.     You  take 
your  little  child  on  your  knee  and  teach 
him  the  simplest  text  out  of  the  Scripture 
— "  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto 
Me."    If   you   are   a   Christian    parent 
and  teach  your  little  child  the  meaning 
of  that  text,  you  cannot  explain  the  last 
word  of  it  without  impressing  upon  tint 
child's  mind  the  greatest,  the  profoundest 
dogma   of   the    Christian   faith.    I   am 
told  that  we   should   not  confuse   the 
minds  of  children  with  elaborate  subtle- 
ties.   I    have    here    a    letter    which  I 
received  the  night  before  last  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight.    The  writer  objects  to 
children  in  the  schools  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight    being    taught    that    the    earth 
goes  roundfthe  sun,  and  not  that   the 
sun  goes  roimd  the  earth.    He  objects 
also  to  the  teaching  that  the  earth  is 
round,    and    he    prefers    that    children 
should  be  taught  that  the  earth  is   flat. 
Children  are  taught  that  the  earth  is 
round  and  that  the  earth  goes  round 
the  sun  as  scientific  facts ;    this  is  not 
taught    by    subtle    arguments    or    by 
elaborate  mathematical  calculations.    We 
are  content  to  teach  the  children  the 
truths   upon   which   we   are    confident, 
without    muddling    thdr    heads     wit^ 
difficult,  elaborate,  and  scientific  argu- 
ments. 

We  are  sometimes  spoken  of  as  a 
Church  which  is  divided.  I  venture 
to  say  that  on  this  matter  we  are  a 
practically  united  Church,  ffigh  Church- 
men, evangelical  Churchmen,  and  devout 
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Bioad  Ghtuchmen  are  united  on  tlus 
question.  There  is  no  question  which 
has  stirred  the  Church  in  recent  years 
and  provoked  such  a  remarkable  measure 
of  unity  as  this  religious  question.  The 
accusation  that  the  Church  has  shrunk 
from  its  duty  of  Bible  teaching  is  abso- 
lutely baseless.  "We  are  true,  I  believe 
truer  now  than  we  have  ever  been,  to 
the  position  which  was  taken  up  at  the 
time  of  the  Beformation  in  regard  to 
Holy  Scripture,  and  we  contend  that 
any  attempt  to  teach  children  a  merely 
vague  religion  of  sentiment  is  false  to 
the  children  themselves  and  to  the  real 
feeling  of  our  country.  The  people 
»t  large  do  not  expect  in  Church  schools, 
antf  I  do  not  think  that  they  expert  it 
in  provided  schools,  that  instead  of  our 
Christianity  there  should  be  imparted 
to  the  children  what  is  practically  Uni- 
tarianism.  We  contend  that  to  the 
children  shotdd  be  given  such  teaching 
as  is  quite  definitely  the  teaching  of 
the  Church,  and  is  not  capable  of  being 
confounded  with  the  views  of  those  who 
are  Unitarians. 
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year.  We  cannot  be  satisfied  with  a 
system  which  apparently  will  consign 
religious  teaching  to  teachers  whose 
capacity  for  teaching  will,  imder  the 
present  Bill,  be  more  or  less  fortuitous  ; 
and  we  cannot  be  content  aga'n,  with 
a  system  which  will  pretend  to  give 
religious  instruction  to  pupils  who  are 
not  required  to  attend  school.  That  is 
what  is  proposed  to  be  substituted  in 
the  14,000  schools  which  have  been 
giving  definite  religious  teaching. 


I  should  like  to  echo  my  own  father's 
words.  My  father  the  late  Bishop  of 
Liverpool  was  indeed  regarded  as  a  true 
and  faithful  representative  of  evan- 
gelical opinion,  and  in  one  of  his  last 
books  he  used  these  words — 

"It  is  not  enon^h  to  say  we  believe  the 
Bible.  We  must  distinctly  understand  what 
the  leading  facts  and  doctrines  of  the  Bible 
are." 

This  is  exactly  the  point  where  creeds  are 
useful ;  and  I  have  often  heard  my 
father  quote  the  famous  words  of  Burke — 

" Subaeription  to  Scriptare  alone  is  the  most 
astonishing  idea  I  ever  neani,  and  will  amount 
tone  subscription  at  all." 

If  our  schools  are  to  be  taken  from  us,  if 
the  voluntary  system  is  to  be  abolished, 
then  we  on  our  part  protest  that  the 
Cowper-Temple  clause,  which  may  have 
served  its  generation  very  usefully,  is  at 
present  an  obstacle.  We  cannot  be 
satisfied  with  a  system  which  is  not 
necessarily  religious,  and  we  protest 
against  a  system  being  made  universal 
whioh  is  not  necessarily^Christian.  We 
cannot  pretend  to  be  satisfied  with  a 
system  which  is  not  even  in  its  present 
workiqg  uniform,  and  which  will  not  be 
continued  with  certainty  from  year  to 


I  believe  the  country  is  right  in  making 
its  protest  in  the  name  of  religion,  and 
it  makes  its  protest  because  it  believes 
that  the  Bill,  in  its  present  form,  is 
declining  straight  down  to  secularisnu 
The  claim  that  the  undenominational 
system  is  Christianity  is  very  largely 
fallacious.  The  system  has  no  founda- 
tion in  any  sort  of  religious  standard, 
it  varies  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country, 
and  it  is  not  necessarily  even  religious 
or  Christian.  We  repudiate  the  whole- 
sale imposition  and  endowment  of  this 
undenominational  so-called  religion.  If 
either  peace  or  truth  must  be  dispensed 
with  it  is  going  to  be  peace  and  not  truth, 
for  it  is  better  to  have  truth  without 
peace  than  peace  without  saving  truth. 

♦Lord  CLIFFORD  op  CHUDLEIGH  : 
My  Lords,  as  there  are  many  other  noble 
Lords  who  desire  to  address  you,  the 
remarks  I  have  to  make  shall  be  brief. 
The  position  which  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  are  taking  up 
in  this  House  with  regard  to  the  BiU 
has  been  clearly  put  before  your  Lord- 
ships by  the  noble  Duke,  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  noble  Lord  below  me 
(Lord  Killanin)  explained  to  the  House 
yesterday  how  there  was  no  possibility 
of  placing  any  Roman  Catholic  school 
within  the  comers  of  Clause  1.  I  intend 
only  to  say  one  word  or  two  as  to  why 
we  consider  that  we  are  justified  in  de- 
manding some  other  place  in  the  scheme 
of  national  education  which  is  sought 
to  be  established  by  this  Bill. 

Mr.  Forster,  in  introducing  the  Act 
of  1870,  said  it  would  no  doubt  be  a 
surprise  to  the  House  when  they  found 
that  the  Government  had  determined  to 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  principle 
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of  compulsory  attendance ;  and  he  con- 
cluded his  speech  with  these  words — 

"  Again,  there  are  many  points  which  have 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  There  are  the 
rights  of  parents,  the  rights  of  minorities,  and 
th«  riffhts  of  conscience,  which  must  be  re- 
spectea." 

I  maintain  that  the  moment  the  State 
stepped  in  and  compelled  a  parent  to 
send  his  child  to  an  elementary  school, 
the  State  took  upon  itself  the  duty  of 
seeing  as  far  as  possible  that  what  was 
taught  in  the  school  should  not  ofEend 
agamst  the  rights  of  parents,  the  rights 
of  minorities,  or  the  rights  of  conscience. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
has  cast  doubt  upon  the  efficacy  of  the 
conscience  clause,  and  we  maintain 
that  there  is  no  reason  why,  if  they  can 
be  provided  without  grave  incopvenience 
and  without  comiaeiable  expense  to 
the  public,  we  should  not  have  schools 
which  would  meet  tht  wishes  of  the 
parents. 

Mr.  Birrell  has  told  us — and  in  quoting 
his  words  I  do  not  wish  to  imply  that  I 
,  consider  they  were  uttered  in  any  un- 
friendly spirit — that  minorities  must 
suffer.  I  demur  to  the  word  "  must." 
That  minorities  do  suffer  no  one  knows 
better  than  those  who,  like  myself,  belong 
to  a  family  who  have  a  long  list  of  stories 
of  civil  and  religious  disabilities  borne 
with  patient  protest  in  the  past  and  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  one  day  be  re- 
moved. I  hope  that  the  memory  of 
tiiose  times  will  prevent  us  from  ever 
adopting  a  form  of  protest  which  I  for 
one  consider  undignified — that  Which  has 
been  adopted  by  the  passive  resister. 
We  believe  in  the  justice  of  our  claim  and 
from  it  we  «ill  not  waiver,  and  whatever 
happens  we  shall  continue  to  the  end 
hoping  and  trusting  that  this  claim  which 
Mre  consider  just  will  have  careful  con- 
sideration, and  appeal  to  that  sense  of 
justice  which  has  always  existed  in  the 
hearts  of  our  fellow  countrymen. 

With  regard  to  Part  II.  of  the  Bill  I 
wish  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment. When  the  Act  of  1902  was 
passed  a  duty  was  thrown  upon  county 
councils  which  they  did  not  seek,  which  in 
many  instances  they  especially  desired 
should  not  be  thrown  upon  them,  but 
which  the  Legislature  in  its  wisdom 
though*    would  be  better  entrusted  to 

Lord  Clifford  of  Clmdleigh. 


them.  They  have  done  their  best.  It  b 
needless  to  disguise  the  fact  that  their 
best  has  not  in  every  instance  met  witit 
the  thorough  approbation  of  those  sroimd 
them ;  and  these  objections  are  crystal- 
lised in  the  delegation  clause  of  Part  IL 
I  will  not  say,  though  it  does  rather  strike 
one  in  looking  at  it,  that  Part  II.  was 
drafted  by  a  mai.  who,  while  "willing to 
wound,"  was  "  yet  afraid  to  strike."  The 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  this  Bill  in  yotn 
Lordships'  House  has  pointed  out  that 
the  Government  thought,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  thought  rightly,  that,  con- 
sidering the  system  that  had  already 
been  maugurated,  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  change  the  county  councU  as 
the  local  authority.  But  I  appeal  to 
the  Government,  in  compelling  them  to 
delegate  some  of  those  powers  to  other 
bodies  specified  in  Part  II.,  to  give  a 
patient  hearing  to  every  Amendment 
which  may  be  moved  to  enable  county 
councils  to  have  a  somewhat  larger  and 
freer  hand  in  drawing  up  these  schemes, 
in  order  that  the  knowledge  which  they 
have  acquired  with  much  patient  care 
and  toil  during  the  past  four  years  may 
be  brought  to  bear,  and  allowed  to  have 
full  play  in  the  construction  of  the 
schemes  which  the  Bill  contemplates 
they  shall  be  obliged  to  form. 


Lord  HATHERTON  :  My  Lords,  ia 
the  very  few  words  which  I  shall  address 
to  your  Lordships  I  shall  confine  myself 
solely  to  the  clause  which  afiects  trusts. 
As  sole  trustee  of  a  school  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  make  inquiries  as  to  my  position 
with  regard  to  the  very  imusual  provisions 
of  this  Bill,  and  during  my  researches  I 
came  across  a  book  by  a  very  able  man 
entitled  "  Duties  of  Trustees,"  in  which 
appears  the  following  words  — 

"  The  third  duty  of  a  trustee  is  to  adhere  to 
the  terais  of  his  trust  in  all  things  great  and 
small,  important  and  seemingly  unimportant 
This  is  his  very  plainext  duty ;  no  trustee 
would  ever  deny  it,  or  pretend  to  be  ignorant 
of  it,  yet  it  is  his  hardest,  unless  from  the 
the  very  beginning  lie  makes  up  his  mind  to 
it,  and  then  it  is  as  easy  as  eating  bread  aad 
butter  .  .  .  Ne%er  argue  or  rep^  U>  aiga- 
ment,  but  barricade  yourself  behind  your  will 
or  your  deed,  and  whilst  profoundly  regretting 
your  ioabilitv  to  oblige,  refuse  to  budge  a 
ifoot.  ...  To  behave  like  this  is  not  to  be 
cantankerous,  but  to  be  honest,  not  to  be  pig- 
headed, but  to  be  wise." 
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Perhaps  yotur  Lordships  will  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  the  author  of  those 
words  is  the  author  of  this  Bill.  I  par- 
pose,  and  I  hope  that  all  school  trustees 
throughout  the  land  will  do  the  same,  to 
Abide  by  the  instiuctions  thus  givea  by 
Mr.  Birrell. 

*Thb  LOBD  bishop  of  HEREFORD  : 
My  Lords,  at  this  stage  of  the  debate  I  feel 
that  I  rise  under  a  double  disadvantage. 
Those  of  your  Lordships  who  still  remain 
must  be  very  weary  and  fearful  of 
repetitions,  and  I  myself  confess  to  some 
wearineaa  of  these  educational  discussions, 
and  yet  there  are  some  things  which 
I  earnestly  desire  to  say  to  the  House. 
Some  speakrers  have  promised  us  short 
speeches,  and  have  given  us  long  ones.  I 
do  not  venture  to  make  any  promise,  but 
I  beg  your  Lordships'  indulgence  and 
patience  while  I  say  what  it  is  in  my 
heart  to  say. 

fttet,  may  I  say  one  word  «vith  refer- 
ence to  a  speech  of  great  power  and 
eloquence  to  which  we  listened  last 
night — the  speech  of  Lord  Robertson  ? 
One  thing  in  the  course  of  that  speech 
I  was  glad  to  hear,  because  I  venture 
to  hope  it  may  be  of  value  south  of  the 
Tweed.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
told  us  that — although  he  belonged 
to  a  minority  with  strong  denomina- 
tional convictions  when  at  home,  he 
was  not  a  passive  resistor.  Deprecating 
as  I  do  passive  resistance,  although 
I  was  glad  to  hear  that  statement, 
AS  I  listened  to  it  I  felt  that,  being  a 
Scotsman,  tne  noble  and  learned  Lord 
probably  takes  it  out  in  theological 
argument,  but  we  English  are  differently 
constituted.  What  goes  down,  as  I 
find  in  my  experiences  in  the  country, 
deepest  in  the  common  social  life  of 
a  good  many  ordinary  English  people 
is  tiie  compulsioi'  to  pay  a  rate.  There- 
fore I  do  hope  that,  in  whatever  shape 
Ihis  BiU  may  eventually  become  law — 
and  I  am  standing  here  to  support  it — 
-ffe  may  hear  no  more  of  passive  resistance. 

There  were  two  other  points  in  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord's  speech  to  which 
I  would  refer.  One  was  his  attack  on 
CUuse  2,  subsection  (5).  His  complaint 
with  reference  to  that  clause  was  that  the 
Jooal  authority  was  not  bound  to  take 
«ver  a  school,    and  therefore  Jthat  the 


school  might  be  destroyed.  As  I  read 
subsection  (5),  the  intention  is  clearly  that 
the  trustees  of  a  Church  school  should 
be  free  to  negotiate  with  the  local 
authorities  and  to  require  that  facnlities 
for  religious  teaching  should  be  given. 
I  suppose  it  is  pleaded  on  the  other  side 
that  the  local  authority  is  free  to  refuse 
to  negotiate — to  decline  to  take  the 
school — without  any  reason.  If  that  is 
so,  and  the  school  is  liable  to  be  left 
derelict,  who  is  to  bhtme  ?  If  I  remember 
rightly,  the  Minister  for  Education  in 
another  place  proposed  that  there  should 
be  an  agreement  to  come  under  a  mutual 
obligation,  and  that  agreement  was 
declined.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
throw  any  special  blame  on  the  local 
authority  under  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands. 
If  it  needs  Amendment  in  this  particular, 
in  order  to  do  justice  and  to  provide  a 
reasonable  safeguard,  let  us  in  the 
autumn  address  ourselves  to  some 
reasonable  Amendment.  What  I  felt 
as  I  listened  to  the  noble  Lord's  attack 
upon  this  Bill  was  that  the  root  of  his 
opposition  was  really  his  mistrust  of 
local  authorities.  That  is  what  lies  at 
the  root  of  very  much  of  the  opposition 
to  this  Bill.  All  those  who  are  in- 
fluenced by  this  mistrust — ^if  I  may 
venture  to  say  so  to  your  Lordships — are 
really  forgetting  the  claims  of  common 
Christian  citiienship.  I  do  not  see  how, 
in  a  constitutional  country,  we  can  ^ 
forward  doing  all  our  various  parts  m 
common  Christian  citizenship  unless  we 
are  going  to  trust  the  local  authority,  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  people 
specially  concerned,  in  regard  to  their 
own  affairs.  If  there  is  any  one  obligation 
which  may  pre-eminently  be  called  an 
obligation  of  common  Christian  citizen- 
ship, it  is  the  education  of  the  children 
of  ova  poorer  fe-low  countrymen. 

Another  point  in  the  noble  Lord's 
speech  which  calls  for  criticism  is  to  my 
mind  his  attack  on  Bible  teaching  I 
felt  that  such  an  attack  camf  omiously 
from  a  Scotsman,  and  I  could  not  bat 
feel  that  the  noble  Lord,  in  that  part  of 
his  speech,  showed  a  singular  absence 
of  that  spirit  of  comprehensive  ohAnty 
on  which  depends  our  success  in  the 
region  of  common  Christian  citizenship, 
[jwas  also  a  little  surprised  by  this  attack, 
because  it  did   not   exhibit   that  calm 
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impartiality  of  judgment — to  use  the 
language  of  the  Prayer  in  this  House — 
*'  free  from  all  partial  affections,"  which 
so  pre-eminently  distinguishes  the  noble 
Lord  himself  and  his  colleagues  when 
they  sit  on  the  floor  of  the  House  in  their 
judicial  capacity.  Therefore  I  have 
ventured  to  appeal  from  the  noble  Lord 
as  s  member  of  a  political  Party  to  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  as  a  Judge. 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  would  put  it  to  you 
whether  the  only  practical  way  of  settling 
this  question  is  not  the  way  which  I  was 
prepared  to  call  the  way  of  compromise, 
but  as  my  brother  of  South wark  does  not 
like  the  word  "  compromise  "  I  will  call 
it  the  way  of  reason,  the  way  of  good 
practical  sense,  and  the  way  of  good 
Christian  citizenship.  There  may  be 
many  defects  in  the  Bill,  but  taking  it  as 
a  whole — and  it  is  as  a  whole  that  we 
must  discuss  it — the  Bill  is  an  honest 
attempt  to  solve  this  very  complex  and 
difficult  question  on  these  principles.  We 
are  told  that  it  is  not  logical.  In  my 
younger  days  I  was  one  of  those  who  had 
the  privilege  of  being  taught  logic  at 
Oxford ;  and  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
statement.  I  do  not  like  to  hear  this  slur 
cast  upon  the  Bill  by  persons  many  of 
whom  have  never  studied  logic,  and  who 
say  that  it  is  an  illogical  Bill.  If  you 
admit  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
train  and  rear  up  the  best  citizens,  and 
if  you  agree,  as  I  think  you  do,  that  the 
New  Testament  is  the  best  of  all  practical 
instruments  for  attaining  that  end,  I  say 
that  a  Bill  which  bases  itself  upon  the 
plain  and  honest  and  devout  teaching 
of  the  Bible  in  the  hands  of  a  good  teacher 
is  8  logical  Bill.  As  to  the  logic  of 
extreme  opponents  on  the  one  side  or  the 
other,  I  say  that  in  the  face  of  this 
complex  and  burning  question  it  is  logic 
divorced  from  commonsense. 

There  are  two  classes  of  persons  who 
are  conscientiously  opposed  to  the  Bill. 
All  conscientious  opposition  deserves  our 
greatest  consideration.  The  two  classes 
to  which  I  refer  are  the  extreme  secidar- 
ists  and  the  extreme  denominationalists. 
These  I  hold  to  be  the  real  opponents  of 
the  Bill.  There  are  many  other  persons 
who  oppose  from  various  incidental 
reasons  which  we  need  not  go  into  ;  but 
these  two  classes  overlook  two  very 
important  things.    First,  they  overlook 
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the  fact  that  we  ought  to  hold  our 
particularist  views  so- as  not  to  forget  that 
we  are  citizens.    The  secularists,  I  mask 
admit,   with  few   exceptions,   have  n- 
cognised  this,  and  I  am  grateful  to  them 
for  that  recognition,  because  I  mysdf 
should  fear  the  consequences  of  a  secnlsr 
system.    But  I  am  bound  sorrowfully 
to   admit   that   a   great  many  of  ov 
denominationalists — what    I    may    caH 
high  denominationatsts^-have  tailed  to 
see  it,  and  I  regret  that  this  is  so.   I 
regret  it  especially  because,  if  I  undetstand 
the  matter  rightly,  this  forgetfutiess  it 
bringing  about  the  unhappy  result  that  the 
contest  is  tending  to  become,  and  is  k 
danger  of  becoming,  a  contest  between  the 
spirit  of  ecclesiasticism  and  the  spiiit 
of    citizenship.    That    is    a    deplorable 
thing.    Although   I   have    the   greatest 
respect    for    my    high    denominatioDsl 
brethren,  I  am  constantly  struck  by  one 
thing.    There  are  no  men  more  possessed 
by  a   burning  desire  for  visible  unity, 
and  yet  they  of  all  others  are  the  men 
who  stereotype  our  divisions. 

Then  the  second  thing  which  both 
secularists  and  high  denotninationafisto 
are  overlooking  is  the  person  chieflj 
concerned' — namely,  the  little  child. 
When  I  look  at  this  matter  as  a  practical 
I  educationist,  I  ask  myself  what  would  be 
the  result  if  we  established  a  aecolsr 
S3ratem,  or  a  secular  system  with  facili- 
ties, such,  as  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  in- 
dicated, in  the  hope  of  satisfying  the 
denominationalists.  If  you  establish  a 
secular  system,  you  may  give  as  many 
faciUties  as  you  please,  but  you  will 
practically  close  *he  Bible  to  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  our  little  ohildrai 
during  their  growing  and  impressionabis 
yeare,  especially  the  children  of  the 
destitute  and  derelict  classes,  so  that 
they  may  grow  up  without  any  of  those 
refining  and  uplifting  influences  which 
came  to  most  of  us  -we  can  hardly  re- 
member how,  but  they  came  to  us  in  our 
infancy,  through  long  familiarity  with 
the  teaching  and  praying  in  connection 
with  the  reading  of  the  Books  of  the 
New  Testament.  I  say  that  this  will 
be  a  tremendous  misfortune  to  the 
future  of  our  English  race.  I  do  not  say 
that  these  children  will  grow  up  pagans. 
We  have  a  great  army  of  teachers  who 
are  giving  much  good  instruction,  but 
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opposite  (Viscount  Halifax)  in  particnlar, 
because  I  am  sure  he  dislikes  this  denun- 
ciation and  bitterness  as  much  as  I  do. 
I  appeal  that  all  possible  influence  should 
be  brought  to  bear  to  prevent  good 
clergymen  with  narrow  views  going  about 
our  country  districts  as  some  of  them 
are  doing.  One  of  these  good  men 
came  to  the  precincts  of  my  Cathedral 
the  other  day,  and,  within  earshot  of  my 
own  house,  delivered  a  speech  containing 
this  kind  of  language  : — 


yon  most  remember  the  disabilities  of 
the  teachers  under  such  a  system. 
These  teachers  would  have  to  stand 
hce  to  face  with  these  children  all 
tiirough  the  years  of  their  growing 
life,  and  all  the  time  the  one  Book  which 
they  must  not  open  before  the  children 
would  be  the  Bible.  I  venture  in  this 
connection  to  appropriate  a  phrase 
which  a  highly  distinguished  and 
respected  combatant  in  this  matter. 
Lord  Hug^  Cecil,  used  the  other  day. 
I  would  say :  "  What  a  gamble  in 
souls!"  I  repeat  that  this  Bill  adopts 
the  way  of  common  sense,  or  good 
citizenship,  or  compromise.  The  way 
adopted  by  the  Bill  is  the  true  way  of 
endeavouring  to  solve  the  question. 

I  am  grateful  that  the  noble  Marquess 
who  leads  the  Opposition  and  his  friends 
have  decided  not  to  reject  this  Bill  on 
Second  Beading,  but  to  accept  it,  and 
then  to  consider  Amendments.  I  sincerely 
wish  that  all  we  bishops  and  clergy  had 
taken  the  same  method  from  the  be- 
ginning. If  that  had  been  done,  I  think 
we  should  have  been  farther  forward 
towards  a  solution  of  the  difi&culty. 
We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  denunciation. 
I  deprecate  aU  such  denunciation.  I 
believe  it  to  carry  with  it  some  dangerous 
consequences  about  which  we  have  not 
thought  sufficiently.  Is  this  denuncia- 
tion all  over  ?  Mr.  Birrell  I  noticed 
the  other  day  in  another  place  expressed 
the  optimistic  view  that  it  was  over. 
I  wish  I  could  join  him  in  that  opinion, 
but  living  in  the  country  as  I  do,  my 
impression  is  different;  I  believe  it  to 
be  only  diverted.  I  fear  that  the 
doiunciation  is  not  over,  and  that  it  will 
go  on  xmless  the  most  rev.  Primate,  who 
I  know  dislikes  it  as  heartily  as  I  do, 
and  all  my  brother  bishops  and  noble 
Lords  opposite,  throw  the  weight  of  their 
influence  against  it.  I  make  this  appeal 
very  seriously,  because  I  believe  it  is  a 
most  grave  matter,  both  in  regard  to  the 
best  interests  of  our  English  Church  and 
the  spirit  of  Christianity  amongst  our 
English  people. 

I  would  emphasise  the  need  for  this 
appeal  by  two  illustrations,  both  taken 
from  my  own  immediate  experience.  I 
appeal  to  those  who  have  influence  with 
the  ordinary  delegates  of  the  English 
Church  Uni(m,  and  to  the  noble  Viscount 


"He  contended  that  only  when  they  had 
taaeht  the  children  to  believe  the  dogmas  of  th» 
Catholic  faith  was  it  safe  to  go  on  with  the 
simple  taaching  of  the  Bible.  To  attempt  to 
teach  a  little  cliild,  say,  the  Book  of  Genesis 
without  being  taught  the  dogmas  of  the 
Catholic  faith  was  absard,  detestable,  and 
monstrous.  That  remark  would  apply  to  all 
other  books  of  the  Bible  with  the  exception 
perhaps  of  those  few  which  were  purely 
historical.  The\  should  reject  and  fight  to  the 
bitter  end  this  deceptive,  delusive,  and  detest- 
able simple  Bible  teaching." 

I  feel,  however  good  the  speaker  may  be, 
that  that  is  very  mischievous  teaching  to 
our  plain  country  people.  I  make  this 
appeal  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  for  the 
good  of  the  Church,  and  that  it  may  help 
to  check  such  language.  In  the  same 
connection,  the  day  before  I  came  up 
for  this  debate  I  came  across  a  glaring 
poster  of  the  Church  Schools'  Emergency 
League,  which  was  being  posted  all  over 
OUT  Church  schools.  I  dare  not  unfold 
the  poster  in  this  House;  it  would 
disturb  the  harmonies ;  but  it  is  accom- 
panied by  a  leaflet  to  the  following 
effect : — 

"To  all  Christian  people.  The  Education 
Bill  banishes  the  Bible  from  all  elementary 
schools  during  school  hours.  Dare  we,  a 
professedly  Christian  people,  support  a  Bill 
which  discredits  religion,  dishonours  the  Word 
of  God,  and  defrauds  the  '  little  ones '  ?  " 

I  do  not  stop  to  consider  how  that  fits  in 
with  the  other  High  Church  declaration 
which  I  quoted,  but  I  do  say  that  it  is 
the  plain  duty  of  all  moderate  people  to 
try  and  infuse  a  better  spirit  into  that 
section  of  our  Churoh.  I  do  not  think 
that  this  sort  of  propaganda  is  doing  any 
great  harm  to  the  Bill ;  on  the  contrary 
I  think  it  is  turning  the  feeling  of  the 
country  in  favour  of  it ;  but  as  one  who 
is  in  favour  of  the  Bill  I  am  sorry  that  it. 
should  be  helped  by  such  advocacy. 
Moreover  I  feel  that  it  is  doing  a  vast 
amount  of  harm  to  our  English  Church. 
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Now  I  will  turn  to  the  reasonable 
•opposition  to  the  Bill.  This  opposition 
1  take  to  be  mainly  threefold.  First, 
there  is  the  purely  political  and  Parlia- 
Tnentary  opposition.  So  long  as  that 
is  sincere,  it  is  of  great  value,  and  I 
•cannot  but  feel  that  it  has  helped  in 
another  place  to  improve  the  Bill,  and 
I  hope  that  in  this  House  it  may  still 
iurther  improve  it.  But  again  I  deplore 
the  denunciation  and  wild  language 
of  some  who  ought  to  be  leaders  in 
the  political  world.  An  ex-Cabinet 
Minister  has  declared  that,  if  this  Bill 
passes,  rural  England  wiU  be  turned 
into  a  howUng  wilderness.  There  is  no 
statement  of  a  responsible  person  which 
has  given  me  such  a  high  opinion  of  the 
Bill  as  that  one,  because  the  speaker 
■must  have  been  very  hard  up  for  argu- 
ments if  he  had  to  descend  to  language 
of  that  kind — to  compare  the  BUI,  in 
the  language  of  the  prophet  Joel,  to  a 
plague  of  locusts  with  the  Garden  of 
Eden  before  it  and  a  howling  wilderness 
Isehind  it.  But  I  notice  that  that  speech 
was  made  in  the  Albert  Fall,  and  I 
liave  long  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Albert  Hall,  especially  in  a  Primrose 
Atmosphere,  must  be  presided  over  by 
some  mischievous  sprite  who  takes  a 
special  pleasure  in  luring  Conservative 
-orators  to  say  foohsh  things. 


But  I  come  now  to  a  much  more  serious 
-opposition,  and  one  deserving  a  great 
-deal  more  respect,  and  that  is  the  opposi- 
tion of  our  clergy  throughout  the  country. 
This  opposition  may  be  traced,  to  a 
-considerable  extent,  to  two  things — 
anger  and  fear.  I  hold  that  it  is  not 
at  all  unnatural — ^it  is  very  natural,  and 
I  sympathise  with  it,  though  I  cannot 
join  in  it.  This  Bill,  unfortunately, 
came  upon  them  at  a  time  when  they 
were  st&l  very  sore  about  the  General 
Election — ^a  soreness  which  I  myself 
happily  escaped,  being  far  away  in  the 
JBgyptian  8oudan,  and  perhaps  in  conse- 
quence I  am  able  to  consider  the  Bill 
in  a  calmer  frame  of  mind.  They  are 
naturally  sore  also  at  being  dislodged 
from  their  traditional  position  in  regard 
,to  their  schools — a  position  in  which 
we  all  agree  many  of  them  lived  a  life 
-of  great  self-sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the 
children,    and    of    much    self-devotion. 
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In  our  country  parishes,  in  thousands 
of  homes,  there  has  been  an  immense 
amotut  of  self-denial  exercised  for  the 
good  of  these  children,  and  devoted  work 
done  which  has  been  little  recognised  and 
has  received  very  often  little  gratitnde 
even  on  the  spot.  They  have  also  in  many 
cases  been  influenced  by  their  fears  witii 
regard  to  the  future  education  of  these 
children.  In  all  this  I  sympathise  with 
them,  but  I  cannot  join  them.  I 
cannot  agree  with  them,  because,  in 
the  first  place,  I  think  their  feais 
are  mistaken.  I  believe  their  pessi- 
mistic forecasts,  which  some  politidang 
have  encouraged  them  to  make,  are 
altogether  mistaken.  I  see  no  real 
ground  for  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  hold  that  their  attacks  upon 
the  Bill  are  belated.  They  are  attacks 
which  should  have  been  made  upon 
the  Bill  of  1902.  I  have  ventured  to  lift 
up  my  voice  and  say  as  much  again 
and  again,  but  my  voice  is  a  negligible 
quantity  in  these  matters.  I  said  that 
these  attacks  are  altogether  belated. 
The  man  attacked  should  be  not  the 
present  Minister  for  Education,  but  the 
Prime  Minister  of  1902 ;  and  the  thing 
to  bear  in  mind  is  not  confiscation  but 
the  receipt  of  rate  aid.  It  always 
takes  some  time,  when  a  great  change 
comes,  for  us  in  any  respect  calmly  to 
review  our  new  position,  and  I  have 
good  hope  that  by  and  bye  our  clergy 
will  find  that  we  as  a  Church  are  in  as 
good  a  position  as  we  were  before,  and 
that  our  work  prospers  more  than  it 
ever   did. 


Now  I  come  to  the  last  form  of  opposi- 
tion— namely,  that  of  those  whom  I 
ventured  to  call  high  denominationalists. 
That  is  the  third  main  element  of  the 
opposition,  which,  like  Aaron's  tod, 
seems  likely  to  swallow  the  others.  We 
are  told  in  all  earnestness  and  sincerity 
by  good  and  earnest  men  that  they 
would  rather  have  secularism  than  pbin 
and  free  Bible  teaching.  I  think  tiey 
are  wrong,  but  they  are  very  much  to  be 
respected.  They  say  that  undenomina- 
tional teaching  is  essentiallj  a  bad 
foundation.  A^ain  I  differ,  but  I  listen 
with  all  respect.  My  brother  of  Birming- 
ham has  spoken  somewhat  to  this  efiect, 
and  he  has  added  thatyie  is  passionately 
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devoted  to  the  solution  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain. I  am  not  surprised.  If  I  lived  in 
Birmingham  I  too  might  perhaps  become 
passionately  devoted  to  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
schemes.  But  the  strange  thing  about  it 
is  that  even  while  Mr.  Chamberlain,  a 
political  Gallio  in  these  matters,  is  propos- 
ing his  secularism,  which  is  to  be  adorned 
by  facilities,  he  has  to  confess  in  the  same 
breath  that  in  his  own  city  of  Birming- 
ham, when  something  of  that  sort  was 
tiied,  it  proved  a  failure.  If  the  thing 
fails  in  Birmingham,  what  about  other 
vlaoes  T  If  this  happens  in  the  green 
tree,  what  of  the  dry  1  Another  man 
to  whose  utterances  \»e  all  listen  with 
the  greatest  interest,  and  one  whom  I 
personally  regard  as  of  the  salt  of  the  earth 
in  English  politics.  Lord  Hugh  Cecil, 
goes  fiuther,  and  says  that  the  teaching 
shadowed  forth  in  the  Bill,  which  I  call 
plain  and  free  Bible  teaching,  will  be 
tiltimately  subversive  of  Christianity. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  saving  grace  in  that 
word  "  ultimately  "  ;  but  he  adds  further 
that  it  is  a  new  religion.  If  this  indict- 
ment is  true,  I  would  say  to  all  those  \\ho 
make  it,  why  have  you  held  your  peace 
these  thirty-six  years  ?  Why  have  you 
allowed  all  these  millions  of  Church 
'Children  to  be  subject,  in  their  impression- 
able years,  to  this  new  religion,  which 
presumably,  from  your  laying  such 
emphasis  upon  it,  you  consider  to  be  a 
leligion  different  bom,  and  far  inferior  to, 
Christianity  ? 

Another  question  to  be  asked  is,  have 
the  Nonconformists  of  England  really  gone 
over  to  this  religion  ?  We  say  no.  The 
only  solution  Which  I  can  see  to  this 
difficulty  is  that  Lord  Hugh  Cecil 
-as  he  looks  over  modem  life  sees  a 
vast  spectre — let  us  call  it  a  Darwinian 
spectre — which  is  driving  before  it  out  of 
our  heart  and  life  the  doctrines  of  sin 
aad  grace.  He  may  be  right,  he  may  be 
■wrong ;  but  in  this  I  venture  to  say  your 
Lordships  will  agree  he  is  profoundly 
mistaken.  He  finds  the  fons  et  origo  malt, 
the  source  of  all  this  mischief — where  ? 
Not  in  scientific  scepticism — not  in  com- 
mercial materialism — not  in  the  origin  of 
species,  or  in  South  African  mines,  or 
anything  of  that  sort,  but  in  the  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching  of  the  Bible  to  the  little 
children  of  the  poor.  I  cannot  account 
for  it  except  that  he'sees  all  these  things 


through  his  own  high  denominationvl 
atmosphere.  This  strange  "  neW  re- 
ligion" most  of  us  have  been  teaching 
all  our  lives.  The  Bishop  of  Durham, 
the  Bishop  of  Liverpool — half  at  any  rate 
of  the  Church  of  England — have  been 
teaching  it  and  hardly  anything  else  all 
their  lives.  For  these  forty  years  it  has 
been  going  on ;  in  Church  schools,  and 
board  schools,  and  in  all  sorts  of  places, 
it  has  been  taught  to  little  children ;  and 
in  multitudes  of  Christian  homes.  They 
have  been  doing  it  all  this  time  without 
knowing  it,  like  M.  Jourdain  talking  prose. 

But  that  is  not  the  whole  of  it.  Your 
Lordships  yourselves — almost  every  one 
of  you — have  been  brought  up  on  exactly 
tlm  kind  of  instruction.  I  will  not 
detain  you  with  many  words  of  my  own 
on  the  subject,  though,  having  been 
engaged  in  all  grade?  of  education  from 
the  ragged  school  to  the  university 
itself,  I  have  had  some  experience  of  the 
subject ;  but  I  will  give  you  the  wordi 
of  one  of  the  most  distingpiished  of  the 
present  masters  in  public  schools,  namely 
Mr.  Page,  of  the  Charterhouse.  What 
does  he  say  ?  In  a  speech  the  other  day, 
which  I  should  be  glad  if  noble  Lords 
who  are  afraid  of  Bible  teaching  would 
read  throughout,  after  an  excellent 
argument,  he  says  this : — 

"  I  think  I  have  shown  that  simple  ChristiMi 
teaching  not  only  can  be  but  actually  is  given, 
and  I  refaw  to  tralieve  that  wliat  is  done  with- 
out offence  and  without  coiuplaint  iu  higher 
schools  cannot  alHo  be  accouipIiMhel  in  ele- 
mentary one-).  But  how  7  Quite  simplv. 
Pat  the  Bible  in  your  teaohera'  bands,  train 
them  to  understand  its  plain  meaning,  and 
then  to  use  it  honestly.  .  .  .  '  Hinc  lueem  et 
pociUa  eaera,'  which  bids  us  all  from  that  pure 
and  unsullied  sonroe  freely  diink  aeep 
draughts  of  light  and  inspiration.  And  one 
last  word.  Trust  the  teacliers.  Tnist  them 
freely  and  from  the  first,  and  then  your  wise 
confidence  will  be  piid  back  to  you  in  over- 
flowing measure  into  your  bosom. 

I  think  that  is  good  advice. 

In  this  connection  1  refer  for  one 
moment  to  another  distinguished  teaohet 
in  our  pubho  schools,  the  son  of  a  great 
Archbishop  and  himself  no  less  dis- 
tinguished— namely,  Mr.  Benson.  What 
does  he  say  ?  He  says  that  the  method 
of  public  schools  as  here  indicated  is  the 
right  method,  and  if  you  are  to  give  the 
best  teaching  to  the  young  you  must 
approach  them  not  through  metaphysical 
dogmas  but  through  their  heart  and  Efe, 
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through  their  emotional  nature,  teaching 
them  of  a  Person,  and  that  Person  our 
Lord  and  Master  in  the  Gospel.  All  of  us 
who  have  had  anything  to  do  with  prac- 
tical teaching  know  that  the  real  secret 
of  all  teaching  which  is  to  be  really  bene- 
ficial is  the  influence  of  the  personality 
of  the  teacher  upon  the  child  taught. 
You  remember  every  one  of  you,  I  have 
no  doubt,  the  influence  of  your  father's 
reading  of  the  Bible ;  therefore  let  us 
not  depreciate  the  mere  reading  of  the 
Gospel  or  simple  Bible  teachijag  such 
as  that  which  you  learnt  at  your  mother's 
knee.  If  we  begin  to  intervene  with 
saying  we  must  have  first  of  all  Catholic 
truth,  and  We  must  then  have  ecclesias- 
tical standards,  and  what  not,  I  say  we 
are  interfering  with  this  highest  kind 
of  teaching  for  the  young  in  a  way  which, 
as  those  who  have  most  experience  «dll 
tell  you,  provides  no  efEective  substitute. 
I,  then,  say  let  us  hold  on  to  our  devout 
and  free  teaching  of  the  Bible. 

I  would  in  this  connection  venture 
to  commend  to  those  who  are  opposed 
to  me  the  words  of  the  great  Anglican 
poet  John  Keble,  with  a  slight  variation 
of  application  which  I  hope  you  will 
allow  me  to  make.  Keble  said,  in  words 
familiar  to  all  here — 

"  There  is  a  book  who  runs  may  read. 
Which  Heavenly  truth  impturts, 
And  all  the  lore  its  scholars  need. 
Pare  eyes  aud  Chrintian  hearts. 

These  words  were  spoken  of  the  book 
of  nature — that  book  of  nature  Vvbich 
the  British  Association  are  investigating 
at  York  to-day — that  book  with  all  its 
complexities  and  all  its  infinite  secresies 
and  difBctdties.  If  these  «rords  could 
be  spoken  with  truth  of  the  book  of 
nature,  I  say  that  they  can  be  said  with 
ten  times  more  obvious  truth  of  the 
Gospel  story  as  it  is  taught  by  every 
honest  man  and  woman.  Again,  one 
of  our  historians,  a  very  distinguished 
historian,  has  written  these  words,  which 
I  commend  to  those  who  oppose  this 
Bill  on  these  grounds : — 

"When  the  Bible  at  the  Reformation 
became  an  open  book,  there  was  laid  the 
foundation  stune  on  which  the  whole  later 
history  of  England,  civil  as  well  as  ec- 
clesiastical, was  reareH." 

I  think  the  historian  might  have  added 
on  which  all  the  finest  elements  of  the 
character  of  the   English   people   were 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Hereford^ 


reared — our  love  of  freedom,  onr  love 
of  truth,  our  sense  of  personal  responsi- 
bility, the  simple  sincere  evangelical 
religion  which  has  done  so  much  to  make 
Englishmen  what  they  are.  I  say  again, 
let  us  hold  on  to  this  great  treasoie  of 
our  English  life,  the  open  Bible  in  the 
hands  of  the  teacher  well  and  carefully 
trained,  as  in  the  hands  of  the  mother 
in  her  home. 

With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself  I  desire  t» 
say  that  there  are  two  or  three  Amend- 
ments which  I  hope  to  see  inserted.  One 
is  with  reference  to  the  teacher.  There  i» 
much  to  be  said  on  both  sides  as  to 
whether  the  teachers,  now  a  division  of 
the  Civil  Service,  should  not  be  kept  in  a 
neutral  position  with  regard  ta  denom- 
inational teaching  in  public  elementary 
schools;  and  yet,  in  our  rural  singW 
school  areas  I  hold  that,  for  the  sake  of 
the  children,  we  ought  to  allow  the 
teachers,  if  they  desire  to  do  it,  and  if 
they  are  free  from  all  other  school 
obligations,  to  be  at  liberty  to  give  tiie 
denominational  teaching  in  the  Cate- 
chism and  the  Prayer-book  as  they  have 
in    many    cases    hitherto    done. 

Then  again  there  is  the  question  of  &ci£- 
ties.  I  desire  to  see  the  facilities  which 
are  allowed  under  Clause  2  extended,  not 
only  to  transferred  schools,  but  to  those 
schools  in  single  school  areas  which 
happen  by  some  accident,  to  be  board 
schools.  I  see  no  distinction  between 
the  two  under  the  new  system,  and  I 
think  they  should  be  treated  in  the 
same  way.  There  is  another  thing  which 
I  desire  to  see.  I  desire,  like  most  of 
your  Lordships,  to  see — though  again 
there  are  arguments  to  be  brought 
forward  on  both  sides — ^religious  in- 
struction given  day  by  day  within  the 
hours  of  obligatory  attendance.  I  desire 
that  in  the  interest  of  the  children, 
because  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  any- 
thing like  child  labour  as  an  equivalent 
of  child  instruction.  There  is  another 
point  which  I  will  not  argue  now, 
as  we  shall  have  other  opportunities, 
but  I  am  inclined,  if  pubUo  opinion  is 
with  us,  to  go  a  step  further.  I  would 
say  that  in  all  our  public  elementary 
schools  Biblical  instruction  in  accord- 
ance with  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Christian  hith  should  be  offered  to  all 
children.    It  would  be  for  the  parents  to 
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say  that  they  prefeired  something  else, 
as  they  can  say  now,  but  I  would  ofier  it. 

I  tiunk  these  are  the  chief  Amendments 
which  I  desiie,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not 
go  too  far  with  anything  which  in  another 
place  might  be  looked  upon  as  wrecking 
Amendments.  There  is,  however,  one 
point  in  Clause  4  which  I  think  is  open 
to  question,  and  that  is  whether  it  would 
not  be  reasonable  to  drop  the  5,000 
limit,  and  -say  wherever  there  is  bona 
fide  another  school  within  reach. 

I  must  apologise  for  detaining  your 
Lordships  so  long,  but  I  wish  to  look 
at  this  matter  in  a  purely  practical 
way,  and  therefore  I  am  going  to  ask  you 
to  consider  for  a  moment  what,  so  far  as 
I  myself  understand  it,  will  be  the  result 
of  this  Bill  in  my  own  diocese.  I  think 
that  is  the  way  to  look  at  the  matter — 
what  will  be  the  efEect  within  the  sphere 
of  our  own  practical  operations  where  we 
know  the  circumstances.  In  this  con- 
nection I  think  two  things  will  happen. 
Piist  of  all,  our  county  local  authority 
will  appoint  the  teachers — ^that  is  to 
tety  they  will  do  so  through  their  Ele- 
mentary Committee.  Most  of  your  Lord- 
ships probably  sit  on  such  committees. 
Our  county  is  a  fairly  representative 
rural  county-rthere  are  many  such 
■op  and  down  England— and  our  local 
authority  is  a  good  Conservative  authority 
—I  myself  am  a  member  of  it.  The 
influential  members  of  this  committee 
which  would  appoint  the  teachers  all 
over  the  county — ^who  are  they  ?  One 
it  the  Chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
a  very  leading  Conservative  gentleman 
in  the  county,  a  thoroughly  good  old- 
fashioned  Conservative  and  a  highly- 
honourable  man.  Another  is  the  Chairman 
al  the  County  Council,  a  man  who  has 
devoted  his  life  to  good  work  in  the 
eotmty,  a  retired  military  officer.  These 
two  men  and  all  their  colleagues  will 
feel  in  conscience  bound — I  say  this 
to  reassure  any  of  my  Nonconformist 
friends — when  appointing  teachers,  to 
*^7i  "We  have  no  right  to  consider 
anything  but  the  obligatory  duties  of 
these  t«ichers."  But  when  they  come 
to  appoint  teachers  who  will  have  to 
teach  the  Bible,  they  will  say — at  least  I 
should  say — to  the  applicant,  "  You 
apply  as  a  volunteer  to  do  this  work.  It 
is  our  duly  to  remind  you  that  these 
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children  will  be  committed  to  you  by 
their  parents  during  the  Biblical  lesson 
for  the  express  purpose  that  they  may 
be  taught  the  Gospel  as  a  Book  of  Faith, 
that  they  may  be  therein  instructed  in 
the  natural  way  in  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Christian  faith  and 
doctrine.  If  you  volunteer  to  do  this, 
we  will  trust  to  your  honesty  to  doit 
faithfully,  devoutly,  and  reverently." 
I  think  the  teachers  would  respond  to 
that. 

Even  if  I  do  not  get  these  two  or  three 
Amendments  for  which  I  shall  plead,.  I 
shall  still  hold  to  this  Bill,  because  I 
learntin  myyouth  the  story  of  theSybilline 
Books,  and  I  know,  as  a  matter  of  more 
than  probability,  that  if  we  reject  this 
Bill  we  shall  get  something  which  we 
shall  dislike  much  more.  Therefore  I 
say  that  in  any  case  I  shall  support  the 
Bill.  But  supposing  it  comes  out  as  I 
hope  it  will,  the  Church  of  England 
schools  in  my  diocese  will  be  in  a  better 
position  both  for  their  work  and  main- 
tenance than  ever  before.  The  religious 
teaching  will  go  on  as  before  on  the  part 
of  the  clergy,  probably  better.  I  think 
that  all  the  attention  which  has  been 
drawn  to  the  matter  will  probably  stir 
up  some  of  our  clergy  to  be  more  active 
than  they  have  been  hitherto  in  this 
respect.  Some  of  my  clergy  are  most 
devoted  to  their  schools,  but  I  am  sorry 
to  say  there  are  others  who  prefer  that  the 
teaching  should  be  given  by  the  teachers. 
That  I  take  to  be,  from  the  clergyman's 
point  of  view,  a  very  grave  mistake,  but 
I  believe  that  under  this  Bill  the  religious 
teaching  will  be  as  good  as  before,  and 
that  the  secular  teaching,  seeing  that  the 
teachers  will  be  better  trained  and  paid, 
will  be  better  than  before,  and  that  for 
all  the  future  we  shall  have  our  school 
buildings  for  our  denominational  pur- 
poses, we  shall  get  them  repaired  and 
extended  from  time  to  time,  we  shall 
never  have  to  spend  another  penny  upon 
them,  and  we  shall  be  relieved  by  the 
present  Minister  for  Education  far  more 
effectively  than  Mr.  Balfour  relieved  us 
from  an  intolerable  strain. 

I  only  wish  to  repeat  that  the  funda- 
mental mistake  of  the  opponents  of  this 
Bill  may  be  summed  up  in  the  phrase 
mistrust  of  the  local  authority  and  mis- 
trust of  the  teachers.    This  mistrust  in  a 
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constitutional  country  is  a  fundamental 
misconception  of  our  public  duty.  Why 
should  we  mistrust  local  authorities 
in  these  cases  ?  They  are  elected  by 
tbe  people  immediately  concerned,  and 
so  long  as  these  people  remain  a  Christian 
people  the  local  authority  will  perform 
their  Christian  duties.  They  can  be 
turned  out  in  three  years  if  they  do  not 
satisfy  the  people.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
the  controversies  that  will  ensue  in  these 
places.  These  controversies  are  the  seeds 
of  new  life.  Then  again,  these  very 
local  authorities  are  largely  Churchpeople, 
and  they  have  been  brought  up  and 
instructed  by  our  bishops  and  clergy. 

We  have  had  instances  quoted — they  are 
exceptions,  whether  they  prove  the  rule 
or  not — such  as  Huddersfield.  I  think  we 
have  heard  almost  too  much  about 
Huddersfield,  but  I  will  refer  to  it  for 
one  moment.  I  have  never  been  to 
Huddersfield;  I  hardly  know  where 
it  is,  except  that  it  is  in  that — ^what 
shall  I  say? — that  volcanic  region 
of  the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire.  But 
I  happen  to  know  a  little  about  it, 
because  like  most  of  your  Lordships 
I  am  deeply  interested  in  the  question 
of  infant  mortality,  and  this  town 
of  Huddersfield  has  been  setting  an 
example  in  regard  to  infant  mortality 
which  I  wish  other  towns  in  England 
would  speedily  follow.  Under  a  highly 
enlightened  mayor,  Mr.  Broa^bent,  a 
brother  of  the  great  physician  I  believe, 
directed  by  a  very  distingidshed  officer 
of  health.  Dr.  Moore,  that  town  has 
reduced  its  infant  mortality  by  something 
like  50  per  cent.,  whereas  if  you  look  at 
statistics,  you  will  find  this  appalling 
fact  in  our  English  life — which  is  not 
altogether  irrelevant  when  we  are  dealing 
with  a  question  afiecting  the  children — 
that  out  of  every  1,000  children  bom  in 
England,  something  like  from  120  to  200 
die  in  the  first  twelve  months.  That  I 
say  is  an  appalling  fact  in  a  civilised 
country,  and  these  men  at  Huddersfield 
have  set  themselves  to  face  it  and  to  cure 
it,  and  they  are  reducing  that  mortality 
by  their  beneficent  methods.  I  have  had 
the  satisfaction  of  reading  of  the  results 
of  their  work,  and  I  would  like  to  see 
their  example  imitated  all  over  the 
country.  These  wise  and  beneficent  men 
are  not  irreligious  men.    "You  can  depend 
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upon  that.  There  must  be  some  local 
reasons  why  they  have  thought  it  beat 
to  confine  the  religious  instruction  in 
their  schools  to  certain  devout  leligibus 
observances,  including  hymns  and  praters 
and  perhaps  the  reading  of  a  passage  bom 
the  Bible.  If  our  children  are  brought 
up  with  daily  hymns,  and  in  an  alano- 
sphereof  daily  prayer,  they  are  not  being 
brought  up  in  a  pagan  life.  I  say  that 
there  must  be  some  local  reasons  for  tiie 
step  they  have  taken,  and  I  will  simply 
abstain  from  a  verdict  until  I  have  a 
little  more  experience  on  the  point. 

My  last  word  is,  let  us  trust  the  local 
authorities,  and  let  us  trust  the  teachers, 
for  these  teachers  are  well  and  cardnlly 
trained,  many  of  them  in  Church-  colleges, 
and  I  Would  venture  to  say  of  those  who 
are  not  trained  in  Church  colleges  that 
many  of  them  are  quite  as  well  trained  as 
those  who  are.  Some  of  your  LordshipB 
must  be  familiar  with  the  colleges  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Schools  Society. 
I  know  of  no  better  religious  atmosphere 
than  the  atmosphere  of  those  colleges. 
Again,  we  in  Hereford  are  not  considered 
a  progressive  people,  but  we  have  estab> 
li^ed  a  county  college  for  the  train- 
ing of  teachers.  By  some  accident 
we  were  the  first  to  do  it  under 
the  Act  of  1902.  The  college  is  full 
of  students  under  an  excellent  principal, 
aL.d  they  are  receiving  first  class  Bibhcal 
instruction  inside  tiie  college,  while 
every  denomination  outside  has  oppoi> 
tunities  of  giving  additional  denomina- 
tional instruction  to  all  the  students 
belonging  to  that  denomination,  whether 
it  be  Church,  or  Congregational,  or 
Baptist,  or  Wesleyan,  or  what  nut.  I  am 
glad  to  think  that  the  various  denomina- 
tions of  Hereford  are  doing  their  duty  in 
this  matter.  I  do  not  kno*  a  happier 
instance  of  the  right  bringing  up  of 
future  teachers  of  the  young  for  the 
discharge  of  thai  duties  as  teachers. 
Therefore  I  think  we  should  do  well  |0 
remember  that  principle  which  Mr. 
Gladstone  used  to  oe  fond  of  impressing 
upon  us,  although  the  advice  was  not 
taken  <m  all  sides — that  we  should  trust 
the  people ;  and  the  persons  immediately 
to  be  trusted  in  this  case  are  the  res- 
ponsible local  authorities  and  the  res- 
ponsible teachers. 
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I  would  conclude  by  expieasing  a  hope 
thati    whatever    Amendments    may   be 
passed  iu  this  House,  there  will  be  no 
wrecking  Amendments.    I  fear  the  con- 
sequences    of    such    Amendments,    not 
only  on  our  education,  but  on  many 
other  things.    I  am  afraid  of  what  I 
may  call  a  battle  of   the  giants.     Your 
Lordships  are  very  well  aware  that  in 
another  place  the  Government  possess  a 
giant's   strength.    This    Bill    on    every 
page,  by  its   concessions,    by  its   con- 
ciliatory paragraphs,  and  by  its  exemp- 
tions,  indicates   that    the    Gk)vemment 
have  said  to  themselves  that  it  would  be 
tyrannous  to  use  their  strength  like  a 
giant.    They  must  have  known  all  the 
time  well  enough  that  it  would  have  been 
much  easier  for  them  to  have  passed 
through  another  place  a  far  more  drastic 
Bill— a  BiU  which  would  have  been  far 
more  distasteful  to  us.    Therefore,  I  say 
let  US  ffve  them  due  credit.    But  in  this 
House  the  case  is  reversed,  for  it  is  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  and  his  legions 
vho  possess  the  giant's  strength,  and  I 
venture  in  all  earnestness  to  ask  that 
they  will  use  that  moderately,  so  that 
we  may  not  have,   as  I  have  said,   a 
battle  of  the  giants  in  this  matter.    As  I 
look  back  on  the  history  of  our  own  and 
other  countries,  I  see  that  these  battles  of 
the  giants  have  produced  mainly  volcanic 
wreck  and  ruin.    If  I  look  to  the  sixteenth 
century,  I  see  the  battle  of  the  Church 
and  the   people ;      in   the   seventeenth 
century  the  battle  of  the  Church  and  the 
King ;  while  if  I  go  across  the  Channel  I 
need  no  renoinder  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion.   I  do  not  like  revolutionary  forces 
bemg  nursed  or  encouraged,  but  sometimes 
the  most  conservative  people  of   all  do 
the  most   nursing   and   encouragement. 
As  a  Member  of  this  House  I  fear  such 
a  battle,  because  in  all  my  reading   of 
historj   I   have  never   yet   found  that 
amidst    this    volcanic    wreck  and   ruin 
it  was  the  people  who  were   buried  in 
the  ruins.    I  am  glad  to  think  that  we 
have  as  leaders  and  chief  advisers  in 
this  House   two  men  of  such  wide  ex- 
perience and  of  such  conciliatory  spirit, 
and  I  am  grateful  also,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  so,  for  the  equally  con- 
ciliatory spirit  of  our  two  Archbishops. 
We  have  heard  our  Primate — ^I  wish  we 
could  also  have  heard  the  Archbishop 
of  York,  but  he  is  detained  by  his  duties 


receiving  the  British  Association  at 
Yc«k.  I  wish  this  because  I  venture  to 
say  that  of  all  Episcopal  utteranoe» 
that  I  have  heard  in  connection  with 
this  controversy,  I  think  the  wisest  and 
most  conciliatory  have  been  those  of 
the  venerable  Ajohbishop  of  York.  I 
trust  and  pray  that  this  conciliatory 
spirit  may  prevail  through  all  our  de- 
liberations in  the  autumn,  and  that  the- 
Bill  may  eventually  become  law  in  such 
a  shape  as  will  produce  throughout  the- 
country  a  long  period  of  sor^y-needed 
religious  peace  and  educational  progress^ 

*Thk  LOED  bishop  of  BIBMING- 
HAM  :  My  Lords,  I  venture  to  intrudo- 
myself  for  the  first  time  upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  in  your  LordflhipB^ 
House,  because  there  is  a  point  of  view 
which  I  desire  to  be  allowed  more  or 
less  to  represent,  and  which  has  not, 
I  think,  at  present  been  sufficiently 
represented  in  these  discussions.  I  listened 
to  the  admirable  speech  of  the 
moat  rev.  Primate,  in  which  he  impeached 
solemnly  and  seriously  the  justice  of 
this  Bill,  and  I  followed  every  word 
of  that  impeachment  with  perfect  agree- 
ment. Wnat  I  desire  to  say  ia  totaUy^ 
in  harmony  with,  and  supplimentary  tOr 
all  that  has  been  said  by  him  and  by 
others  who  hane  spoken  from  thes» 
benches  and  in  other  parts  of  the  House. 
I  listened  also  to  the  admirable  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  most  rev.  Primate 
for  the  mitigating  of  the  injustice  of  this 
Bill.  I  listened  also  to  the  other  speakers 
from  these  Benches,  including  my  right 
rev.  brother  who  has  just  sat  down, 
and  with  the  Amendments  which  they 
suggested  for  the  mitigating  of  the 
injustice  of  this  Bill  I  also  find  myself 
in  the  profoundest  agreement.  In  spite 
of  the  tone  which  pervaded  a  considerable 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  last  speaker, 
when  he  came  to  mention  the  Amend- 
ments wUch  he  desired  to  see,  I  was- 
extremely  glad  to  learn  what  those 
Amendments  were  which  are  not  to  be 
considered  "  wrecking  "  Amendments* 

Those  Amendments  were  that  there 
should  be  liberty  for  the  State  teacher 
to  teaoh  denominational  religion ;  that 
facilities  should  be  extended  to  all 
schools  in  single  school  areas ;  that  all 
religious  teaching  should  be  within 
compulsory    school    hours  ;     that_  there- 
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should  be  an  extension  of  the  special 
facilities  under  Clause  4 ;  and  that 
tjieie  should  be  something  approaching 
a  guarantee  that  those  wh*!  give  the 
religious  teaching  should  be  persons 
quaUfied  to  give  it.  I  am  very  glad 
to  learn  that  these  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered "  wrecking  "  Amendments. 

I  am  not  convinced  that  the  country 
itself  desires  the  abolition  of  the  present 
dual  system  of  schools.  Certainly  in 
the  district  from  which  I  come,  and 
in  those  districts  with  which  I  am 
best  acquainted  in  England,  there  is 
even  a  passionate  desire  to  retain 
ihe  dual  system.  But  it  is  indeed 
easily  imagined  that  there  should 
be  a  general  demand  in  the  country 
for  the  abolition  of  the  dual  system 
and  the  substitution  of  a  single  system 
of  State  schools.  There  is  a  strong 
democratic  movement  in  the  country, 
and  we  all  of  us  know  that  it  is 
thoroughly  in  agreement  with  that  demo- 
cratic spirit  that  such  a  demand  should 
be  made.  What  I  wish  to  say  is  this. 
Supposing  a  Grovemment  should  desire 
to  give  expression  to  those  great  principles 
about  which  we  have  heard  so  much — 
that  there  should  be  substituted  for  the 
present  dual  system  of  schools  a  single 
school  system,  and  that  the  State  should 
cease  in  any  way  to  inquire  into  or 
interfere  with  the  religious  opinions  of 
those  who  are  to  be  civil  servants  in  this, 
matter  of  giving  State  instruction  in 
elementary  schools — supposing  a  Govern- 
ment were  to  introduce  such  a  measure, 
there  are  many  of  us  Churchmen  who 
believe  that  they  could  not  do  a  wiser 
thing,  and  there  are  a  much  larger 
number  who  beUeve  that  whether  or 
not  it  is  better,  it  is,  under  modem 
conditions,  the  only  system  to  which 
^•e  can  reasonably  expect  to  come 
and  there  are  very  many  who  are  per- 
fectly ready  to  accept  it  when  it  comes. 
It  is  on  behalf  of  those  that  I  desire  to 
say  8  word. 

We  oppose  this  Bill  not  because  it 
desires  to  give  expression  to  those 
two  great  principles  —  the  principle 
of  the  single  system  of  State  schools 
and  the  principle  that  the  State  shall  not 
make  any  inquisition  into  the  religious 
opinions   of   the   teachers — but  because 
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we  are  convinced  that  this  BUI  in  no  way 
carries  out  those  intentions.  If  tiiose 
intentions  are  to  be  carried  out,  you  must 
approach  the  matter  by  an  altogether 
different  road  from  that  which  this  BiD 
has  adopted.  What  I  mean  is  this.  Tbia 
Bill  certainly  does  not  secure  either  d 
tnose  great  principles.  As  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  single  scheol  system,  whioh 
I  believe  to  be  the  great  principle  of 
Clause  1,  it  has  been  constantly  pdntod 
out  that  this  Bill  substitutes  for  oni 
present  system  the  establishment  of  » 
fourfold  system  of  schools.  There  are 
the  schools  where  undenominational  re- 
ligious teaching  can  be  given ;  there  an 
the  schools  a  ith  ordinary  facilities;  Hbea 
are  the  schools  with  special  faciUties; 
and  there  are  the  schools  which  fall  back 
m  receiving  State  aid  without  rate  aid, 
or  the  system  which  prevailed  before 
1902.  As  far  as  I  can  underafamd, 
all  the  Amendments  which  are  likely  to 
be  introduced  in  your  Lordships'  Honae 
will  go  to  £x  this  multiplicity  of  sohods, 
and  by  no  means  to  put  tne  Bill  into  a 
shape  which  will  secure  the  expression  of 
that  principle  of  the  one  system  vhkk 
we  have  been  told  this  Bill  was  to 
establish. 

As  regards  the  non-interference  of 
the  State  with  the  religious  opinions  of 
the  teachers,  we  have  been  told  from 
the  Government  Benches  that  where 
you  have  schools  under  Clause  4,  where 
only  denominational  teaching  is  to  be 
given,  the  teachers  of  the  particular 
denomination  will  doubtless  gravitate 
towards  those  schools.  We  have  been 
told  also  on  many  hands  that  where 
undenominational  teaching  is  to  be 
given,  inquiry  will  be  made  of  the  teacheis 
who  have  been  appointed  as  to  whether 
they  areTproperly  qualified  to  give  that 
religious  instruction.  It  is  perfectly 
evident  that  so  long  as  you  entrust  the 
giving  of  religious  instruction  to  authori- 
ties representing  the  State,  so  long  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
State  should  continue  to  make  inqoia- 
tion  into  the  opinions  of  those  who  are 
to  give  that  religious  instruction.  The 
debate  has  made  it  perfectly  evident 
that  that  will  be  so.  What  I  feel  snre 
of  is  thb.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  desire  the  abolition  of 
the  present  system,  and  the  substitution 
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of  the  single  school  system ;  what  I  do 
say  is  that  if  the  (Jovemment,  or  any 
Crovemment,  does  desire  to  inaugurate 
that  great  change,  then  the  best  way 
by  which  they  can  do  it  is  by  totally 
separating  the  sphere  of  the  State  and 
the  sphere  of  religious  bodies  in  educa- 
tion, by  confining  the  functions  of  the 
State  wholly  and  simply  to  the  giving 
of  secular  instruction  and  throwing  the 
giving  of  the  religious  instruction  upon 
the  religious  bodies. 

There  are  three  systems  by  which 
that  great  principle  could  be  carried 
out.  You  could  have  secularism, 
by  which  there  should  be  nothing 
but  secular  instruction  given  in  the 
State  schools.  For  my  own  part,  I 
am  profoundly  thankful  that  the  sense  of 
the  country  repudiates  such  an  idea. 
Seccmdly,  you  could  have  a  system 
which  is  often  referred  to  as  the  German 
system,  and  which  is  closely  aldn,  as  I 
understand,  to  the  Scottish  system. 
I  was  amazed  to  hear  the  noble  Lord 
who  instanced  the  Scottish  system  in 
justification,  as  I  understood  him,  of 
the  proposals  of  the  Government.  I 
should  like  to  hear  the  noble  Lord  Balfour 
of  Bur^igh  give  a  plain  exposition  to 
this  House  of  what  the  Scottish  system 
if.  Well,  you  could  have  the  Scottish 
or  German  sjrstem,  though  I  do  not 
mjself  believe  that  it  is  practicable  in 
England  at  the  present  time  for  the 
State  directly  to  undertake  the  giving 
of  and  paying  for  denominational  in- 
struction. 

But  if  you  set  those  two  systems 
•ode,  you  are  left  with  the  alternative 
wbch  has  been  identified  with  the  name 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain.  For  my  part,  I 
believe  that  if  the  Government  desire 
really  to  carry  out  those  two  principles 
which  I  have  repeatedly  alluded  to,  and 
of  which  we  have  heard  so  much,  there  is 
only  one  way  in  which  they  can  do  it, 
and  that  is  by  acting  on  the  principles 
advocated  by  Mr.  Chamberlain.  I  have 
OMtinguished  the  system  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain from  the  secularist  system  because  it 
B  markedly  distinguished  from  that 
*^"* ;  it  is  a  scheme  under  which 
relipons  instruction  is  to  be  given  in  each 
particulaT  locality  on  the  authority  not  of 
toe  State  but  of  the  religious  bodies,  who 
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are  the  properly  qualified  persons,  and 
who  have  a  mandate  to  give  such 
religious  instruction. 

I  want  to  say  with  all  the  emphasis  of 
which  I  am  capable  that  this  will  not  in 
any  way  deprive  the  State  of  its  religious 
character.  Our  belief  in  the  religious 
character  of  the  State  depends,  I  suppose, 
on  the  writings  of  St.  Paul  and  others. 
According  to  that  great  thinker,  St.  Paul, 
the  maintenance  of  the  principles  of  civil 
and  social  righteousness  and  order 
is  in  itself  the  great  religious  function  of 
the  State — ^not  the  giving  of  religious 
teaching,  which  belongs  not  to  the  State 
but  to  the  Church.  It  is  not  a  secular 
system,  it  is  not  an  irreligious  system; 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  State  has  a 
mandate  to  give  the  secular  instruction 
and  not  to  provide,  or  determine  the 
character  of,  religious  instruction ;  but 
the  State  nevertheless  recognises  the 
value  of  religious  instruction  as  a  necessity 
for  the  life  of  the  citizen,  and  so  it  makes 
provision  that  there  shall  be  a  period 
within  compulsory  school  hours  when 
religious  instruction  is  to  be  given  ;  it 
gives  liberty  to  the  ordinary  teachers  to 
give  that  religious  instruction  if  they 
wish,  but  throws  the  responsibility  for 
providing  and  paying  for  the  religious 
instruction  upon  the  denominations 
chosen  by  the  parents  to  give  that 
instruction  to  their  children.  Of  course 
the  denominations  might  each  act  in- 
dependently ;  on  the  other  hand  they 
might  all  act  in  combination,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  at  all  that  in  some  districts  all 
the  various  religious  bodies  would  com- 
bine. Such  voluntary  combinations 
differ  in  Mo  from  any  action  of  the 
State  compulsorily  saying  that  all  the 
religious  denominations  are  to  agree  in 
sucb  and  such  a  teaching-.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  almost  everywhere  all  the 
various  bodies  of  Nonconformists  would 
combine  for  similar  religious  teaching. 

The  determining  authority  as  to  the 
religious  teaching  to  be  given  should  be 
the  wishes  of  the  parents.  We  have  been 
told  in  the  course  of  these  debates  that 
the  parents  constituted  a  lay  figure,  which 
was  used  as  long  as  it  was  wanted,  and 
was  then  wheeled  into  the  background. 
If  there  is  anything  fundamental  in  my 
whole  being — anything  which  I  am 
totally  incapable  of  "  wheeling  away " 
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when  I  have  used  it — it  is  this  belief  in 
the  authority  of  the  parents  to  determine 
the  religious  instruction  of  their  children. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  very  curious  experi- 
ment what  the  determination  of  the 
majority  of  English  parents  would  be, 
but  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  only  a  small  minority  of  the 
parents  wished  to  have  their  children 
educated  in  the  principles  of  the  Church 
to  which  I  belong,  I  should  none  the  less 
uphold  that  principle,  because  I  would 
far  rather  that  the  parents  should  exercise 
their  choice  even  though  they  exercised 
it  in  a  manner  and  in  a  sense  different 
from  that  which  I  should  wish.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  there  is  in  the  mind  of  the 
great  mass  of  those  who  urge  this  argu- 
ment no  special  belief  in  the  probability 
that  the  majority  of  parents  will  choose 
in  such  and  such  a  way.  Our  statements 
are  based  upon  w'hat  we  believe  to  be  the 
fundamental  principles,  and  the  rightness, 
of  the  case.  I  am  sure  nothing  would  be 
better  for  the  religious  life  of  tibe  country 
than  that  the  people  should  have  to  say 
what  kmd  of  reUgious  principles  they 
would  prefer  their  children  to  be  brought 
up  in. 

It  is  very  often  said  that  the  system  is 
impracticable.  I  do  not  for  one  instant 
believe  that  anything  at  all  approaching 
a'suflicient  amount  of  attention  has  been 
given  to  this  system  to  justify  anyone  in 
describing  it  as  impracticable.  It  is  very 
often  glibly  said  that  it  has  been  tried  in 
Birmingham,  and  that  it  failed  there.  It 
is  only  in  a  very  imperfect  and  partial 
sense  that  it  has  been  tried  in  Birming- 
ham. It  is  quite  true  that  there  has  been 
a  certain  application  of  this  principle  of 
facilities  in  the  council  schools  in  Bir- 
mingham. I  have  been  at  pains  to 
inquire  from  some  of  the  very  best 
of  the'  council  school  teachers  in 
Birmingham  as  to  what  they  thought 
of  the  system.  I  have  here  a  sheaf 
of  their  opinions,  snd  though  no 
doubt  it  has  been  a  failure  in  certain 
cases,  and  though  no  doubt  the  Non- 
conformists have  not  taken  it  up,  or, 
where  they  did  take  it  up,  have  abandoned 
it,  yet  I  have  the  strongest  opinions 
from  some  of  the  best  of  our  council 
school  teachers  in  Birmingham  that  the 
teaching  in   question  has   been   of   the 
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greatest  possible,  assistance.  I  will  read 
only  one  specimen — 

"  In  my  opinion  it  hu  had  a'good  effeci  on 
the  daily  life  of  the  school ;  it  helps  diadplinc 
T  cannot  andertake  to  speak  (or  teschen 
generally,  but  as  r^ards  my  own  teachere  I 
cam  say  they  always  welcomed  it.  Thishu 
been  shown  by  the  way  in  which  they  have 
given  up  their  time  ioA  ahown  th«nwlTM 
willing  to  attend  and  help.  Agaun,  die 
cliildrm  welcome  the  entrance  of  teachen  who 
are  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  official 
life  of  the  school.  Thin  too  has  been  oonstantly 
8hown  by  the  wonderful  attendance  of  the 
boys,  only  three  hoys  being  prevented  fra  it 
attending,  and  that  by  the  action  of  their 
parents,  and  not  by  their  own  will.  A  great 
many  lada  wonld  never  have  got  any  rdigiow 
teaching  at  all  were  it  not  for  this  voluntary 
teaching." 

I  have  got  quite  a  sheaf  of  opinions, 
which  perhaps  others  would  like  to 
look  at. 

Loud  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY: 
That  is  out  of  school  hours  ? 

♦Thk  lord  BISHOP  OF  BIRMING- 
HAM :  No,  in  school  hoiirs.  But  eren 
if  it  was  out  of  school  houis,  it  wodd 
only  emphasise  my  point — namely,  ftit 
it  would  be  much  more  efioctive  in 
school  hours.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  we 
have  no  kind  of  experience  which  would 
justify  us  in  saying  that '  this  system 
is  impracticable.  I  believe  that  if  we 
were  to  put  our  backs  into  it — if  I  may 
use  the  expression— with  anytiiing  like 
the  seriousness  with  which  we  have 
put  our  backs  into  the  old  system,  it 
could  be  made  quite  as  successful,  while 
it  would  be  free  from  all  the  complica- 
tions which  attach  to  any  other  attempted 
solution  of  the  religious  difficulty.  I 
have  also  heard  it  remarked  that  one  of 
the  most  strenuous  supporters  of  the 
present  principle  of  voluntary  schools— 
the  Bishop  of  Manchester — haa  strongly 
denounced  this  system.  On  the  contrary, 
I  have  the  Bishop  of  Manchester's 
authority  to  say  that,  thopgh  he  will 
do  his  very  best  to  maintain  the  {Heamt 
systejm,  pt,  if  the  present  system  of  dual 
schooW  is  to  be  abandoned,  he 'would 
greatlj^  prefer  the  Chamberlab  {dan— 
if  I  may  so  describo  it — ^to  such  a  sjwtem, 
for  example,  as  is  advocated  or  proposed 
by  the  Government  Bill.  For  ray  own  part 
I  believe  that  if  any  Govenunoit -rtally 
proposes  to  put  forth  these  two  great 
principles  of  which  we  have  heard  so 
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much  as  being  the  basis  of  the  present 
Government  Bill — I  am  not  now  dealing 
with  the  question  whether  that  proposal 
would  be  wise  or  not,  but  I  feel  quite  sure 
that  if  these  two  great  principles  are  to  be 
put  in  force,  and  we  are  not  to  adopt  a 
purely  secular  system,  the  platform  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain  is  the  only  one  on 
which  we  can  stand.  I  am  quite  sure 
on  the  other  hand  that  the  method  by 
which  the  present  Qovemment  has 
approached  the  solution  of  this  question 
is  one  which  has  no  chance  of  leading  to 
any  satisfactory  settlement,  and  is  open 
to  the  greatest  variety  of  profoundest 
objections. 

First  of  all,  this  undenominational 
method  by  which  the  State  is  to  select 
the  particular  kind  of  religious  teaching 
sad  establish  it  in  all  our  schools — this 
preferential  method  with  regard  to  one 
particular  kind  of  religious  teaching — is, 
it  I  at  all  understand  the  tendencies 
of  our  modem  life — thoroughly  opposed 
to  the  democratic  feeling  of  our  age,  and 
thoroughly  opposed  to  everything  that 
has  been  identified  with  Liberal  principles 
ever  since  I  can  remember  what  they  are 
and  what  they  have  been  supposed  to  be. 
It  astonishes  me  that  the  Liberal  Party 
should  propose  this,  which  I  am  quite 
sure  is  a  fresh  measure  of  religious 
establishment  in  the  schools.  It  so 
happens  that  I  have  a  great  many 
friends  of  more  or  less  advanced  Itadical, 
Liberal  or  Socialistic  opinions,  and  1 
know  hardly  any  of  them  who  have  not 
8  thoroughly  bad  conscience  in  regard 
to  this  Bill.  They  justify  it  solely  by 
some  supposed  political  necessity,  but  I 
know  hardly  one  of  them  who,  in 
private  conversation,  does  not  exhibit  a 
thoroughly  bad  conscience  in  regard  to 
the  measure. 

It  is  amazing  how  far  we  have  left 
behind  the  old  principles  of  establishment. 
According  to  the  old  ideas  of  the  Es- 
tablished Church,  there  was  no  doubt  at 
all  what  was  the  duty  of  the  State  with 
regard  to  religious  instruction.  It  would 
hand  over  the  children  to  the  instruction 
of  the  State  Church.  It  might  allow  a 
conscience  clause  for  the  withdrawal  of 
those  who  had  scruples,  but  according 
to  the  old  principles  of  establishment 
there  was  no  doubt  at  all  as  to  the  duty 
of  the  State.     I  cannot  imagine  a  doubt. 


according  to  any  of  the  ancient  ptinoiples 
of  estabUshment,  such  as  are  connected, 
for  instance,  with  the  Reformation  in 
England,  that  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  hand  oVer  the 
children  to  the  instruction  of  the  State 
Church.  It  is  astonishing  how  far 
we  have  left  all  that  behind.  Nobody, 
as  far  as  I  know,  at  the  present  time  in 
any  way  advocates  that  sort  of  pre- 
ferential dealing  with  the  religious  prin- 
ciples of  the  Established  Church.  But 
when  once  you  have  abandonea  that 
plan,  the  only  other  plan  is  that  of 
saying  that  the  State  shall  be  absolutely 
impartial  between  the  religious  opinions 
of  the  difierent  members  of  the  nation, 
and  I  am  sure  that  it  is  an  amazing 
anomaly,  which  cannot  hope  to  hold 
ground,  for  a  Liberal  Glovemment  to 
introduce  a  new  sort  of  establishment — 
to  take  a  particular  kind  of  religious 
teaching  and  establish  that  as  the 
authorised  national  system  in  all  schools. 
That  18  so  contrary  to  everythmg  that 
we  understand  bj  the  word  "  Liberal " 
that  when  it  is  proposed  by  a  Liberal 
Covemment  I  feel  sure  there  must  be  so 
much  of  bad  conscience  in  those  who  are 
proposing  it  aa  to  give  the  greatest 
possible  courage  to  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  to  attack  the  BiU,  feeling  that 
there  will  be  traitors  within  the  camp. 

What  I  care  about  chiefly  is  the 
oharacter  of  the  religious  teaching  to  be 
given  to  the  children,  and  while  I  am  sure 
that  the  principle  advocated  in  this  Bill  is 
contrary  to  Liberalism,  I  also  oppose  the 
proposal  to  establish  imdenominational 
religious  teaching,  because  I  am  sure  it  is 
the  establishment  of  the  kind  of  religious 
teaching  which  is  weakest  and  worst. 
It  is  for  the  interest  of  the  State  that  the 
religion  to  be  taught  to  the  children 
should  be  the  best.  In  no  branch  of 
human  life  or  human  knowledge  do  you 
get  at  the  best,  or  at  anything  worth 
having,  by  the  process  of  eliminating  all 
differences.  By  that  process  you  get. 
only  what  is  weakest,  and  washiest,  and 
least  capable  of  strengthening  and  estab- 
lishing the  character  or  enlightening  the 
mind. 

The  noble  Lord  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  said  that  he  could  not 
imagine  why  we  should  require  to  tCach 
dogmatically,  considering  that  the  persons 
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whom  we  were  to  teach  were  quite  young 
children,  and  not  old  scholars,  or  pro- 
fessors, or  learned  academicians.  I  think 
that  is  the  exact  opposite  of  the  truth. 
I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  holding  a 
very  interesting  conference  of  theologians 
at  my  house,  where  we  discussed  theo- 
logical subjects.  It  was  a  thoroughly 
undenominational  conference ;  we  all 
knew  our  own  opinions.  I  am  proposing 
in  a  little  while  to  go  and  lecture  on 
behalf  of  an  undenominational  faculty  in 
theology  at  one  of  the  new  Universities. 
It  appears  to  me  that  what  the  noble 
Lord  stated  is  exactly  the  opposite  of  the 
real  truth.  When  you  have  to  do  with 
competent  scholars,  you  have  to  do 
with  people  of  an  age  to  know  their 
own  opinions,  and  you  can  argue  ^«ith 
them,  and  present  questions  in  a  con- 
troversial manner,  or  teaoh  them  the 
grounds  of  what  they  believe — or  they 
can  argue  the  grounds  of  what  they 
believe  among  themselves.  But  in  the 
ease  of  children,  because  they  are  young 
you  must  teaoh  them  dogmatically. 
Teaching  dogmatically  means  teaching 
simply.  We  do  not  want  to  teach 
something  outside  the  Bible ;  we  want 
to  teach  the  Bible  in  the  only  way. in 
which  you  can  make  that  teaching 
emphatic.  I  should  not  so  much  mind 
if  we  were  allo>ved  to  teaoh  nothing 
but  the  Bible,  so  long  as  you  oould 
teach  it  by  the  standards  which  every 
book  of  the  New  Testament  itself  postu- 
lates as  being  already  in  the  minds  of 
those  for  nhom  those  books  were  written ; 
for  there  is  no  single  book  of  the  Bible 
which  was  not  written  for  those  and 
to  those  who  had  already  received  that 
sort  of  rudimentary  religious  instruction 
which  is  contained  in  our  Catechism  and 
the  Apostles'  Creed.  We  only  want  to 
teach  the  Bible  in  the  way  in  which 
it  can  be  used  effectively — in  the  way 
in  which  historically  it  has  grown. 

What  I  am  afraid  of  in  this  connection 
is  not  a  Mephistophelian  teacher  who 
A^iil  diabolically  teach  the  children  positive 
error ;  what  I  am  afraid  of  is  something 
which  I  know  belongs  to  the  character 
of  the  ordinary  Englishman,  and  speaking 
to  Englishmen,  I  ask  whether  what 
I  am  now  saying  is  not  true.  If  an 
ordinary  Englishman  knows,  as  multi- 
tudes do  know,  that  hia  religious  oj^iuions 
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are  singularly  unfixed,  what  does  be  do  \ 
He  studiously  avoids  putting  into  any 
definite  shape  what  they  are.  If  you 
ask  him  to  teach  religion — and  it  hM 
happened  in  countless  classes  of  our 
public  schools — he  teaches  thedistanoe 
from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  the  meaning 
of  the  Sadducees  and  the  Pharisees, 
and  avoids  teaching  everything  that 
constitutes  the  real  essence  of  the 
Christian  religion  as  it  is  described  and 
summarised  in,  for  example,  the  Apostle.^' 
Creed.  Someone  just  now  read  the 
statement,  expressed  in  a  rather  cou 
troversial  manner,  that  if  you  were  to 
teach  a  child  the  Book  of  Genesb  you 
must  first  of  all  teach  him  the  principles 
of  the  Catholic  religion.  I  should  hare 
thought  that  that  was  an  admirable 
example  of  what  I  have  been  trying 
to  express.  If  I  am  to  take  the  fint 
chapter  of  the  Book  of  Genesis,  and  teach 
it  to  children  as  it  stands  withoat  guide 
or  standard,  I  should  teach  the  child 
that  this  world  was  constructed  in  six 
days ;  that  it  was  the  centre  of  the 
solar  system ;  and  I  should  go  on  to 
teach  him  all  manner  of  things  covncd 
by  chapters  of  the  Old  Testament  vhick 
are  directly  contrary  to  his  fundamental 
moral  sense.  I  know  nothing  more 
certain  than  that  if  I  am  to  give  children 
of  the  present  day  any  kind  of  idea 
of  the  meaning  of  the  Old  Testament, 
I  must  not  teach  the  Bible  and  the  Bihle 
only,  but  I  must  teach  the  Bible  under 
the  guidance  of  that  belief  in  the  character 
and  the  nature  of  God  which  is  given  by 
any  of  the  f  undamentel  standards  of  the 
Christian  Church.  If  there  is  to  be  any 
real  teaching  of  religion  it  must  be  by  the 
standards  of  definite  religious  societies 
which  are  responsible  for  handing  on 
religious  truth. 

What  I  feel  sure  of  in  regard  to  thi^ 
undenominational  teaching  is  not  that 
there  will  be  many  teachers  who  will 
teach  fimdamental  error,  but  that  the 
teaching  will  become  weaker  and  weaker, 
washier  and  washier.  I  do  not  need 
to  appeal  to  Huddersfield,  though  I 
believe  that  in  the  controversy  between 
the  most  rev.  Primate  and  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Government  the  mwt 
rev.  Primate  was  right — that  though  the 
elementary  schools  might  bargain  for 
undenominational  teaching  when  those 
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schook  were  handed  over,  yet  they  would 
have  no  subsequent  control  over  the 
character  of  the  Cowper-Tempk  teaching, 
and  that  the  Cowper-Temple  teaching 
in  those  schools  would  become  what  the 
Cowper-Temple  teaching  is  in  the  other 
Bchoob  of  Huddersfield. 

I  do  not  want  to  talk  about  Hudders- 
field, however,  but  about  Birmii^ham. 
There  is  another  question  about  the 
council  schook  in  Birmingham ;  there 
is  nothing  that  can  be  called  positive 
rehgiouB  instruction  given  at  all.  There 
is  hardly  any  definite  religious  instruction 
given.  Theie  is  Bible  reading,  the 
learning  of  texts  and  hymns,  but  there  is 
hardly  anything  that  can  be  called 
definite  Bible  teaching.  If  you  remove 
the  standards  supplied  by  the  denomi- 
national schools,  which  have  incalculably 
elevated  undenominational  teaching,  if 
you  greatly  lessen  the  number  of  those 
who  have  been  trained  in  denominational 
colleges,  and  take  the  average  English- 
man, trained  scientifically  in  all  the  other 
branches  of  knowledge  that  he  has  to 
teach,  but  with  merely  the  religious 
opinions  of  the  average  Englishman, 
the  religious  teaching  that  will  be 
given  will  be  such  as  will  gain  no 
real  hold  upon  the  character,  nor  give 
any  real  strength  to  the  life  of  the 
child  so  taught. 

It  is  not  because  we  object  to 
the  application  of  these  two  great 
principles — that  there  should  be  only 
one] class  of  school  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  State,  and  that  the  State 
should  not  interfere  with  the  religious 
convictions,  or  inquire  into  the  religious 
opinions  of  the  teachers — it  is  not  because 
we  object  to  the  application  of  those  two 
principles  that  we  oppose  the  present 
Government  Bill,  but  because  we  are  sure 
that  the  Bill  does  not  secure  the  applica- 
tion of  those  principles,  but  that,  pro- 
fessing to  secure  them,  it  fails  altogether 
initsobject;  and  still  more  because  we  are 
sure  that  the  road  by  which  it  attempts 
to  secure  those  objects  is  a  road  which 
leads  to  disaster.  The  road  of  establish- 
ing undenominationalism  leads  to  dii- 
aster — firstly,  because  it  is  but  a  very 
short  step  from  secularism — it  affords  no 
solid  or  permanent  kind  of  rehgious 
instruction  -     secondly,     because    it    is 


contrary  to  any  ostublishod  and  funda- 
mental Liberal  or  democratic  principles 
that  the  State  should  select,  and  give  a 
preference  to,  one  particular  kind  of 
religious  teaching ;  thirdly,  because  it 
violates  the  great  principle  that  it  is  the 
function  of  the  Church,  or  of  the  religious 
bodies,  and  not  of  the  State,  to  teach 
religion ;  and  lastly  because,  so  far  from 
leading  to  a  settlement,  it  has  become 
only  too  apparent  that  if  this  Bill  passes 
into  law  in  anything  like  its  present  form 
it  will  lead  to  the  profoundest  stirring  of 
religious  controversy  in  municipal  and 
political  matters.  Although  I  own  to 
being  something  of  a  pessimist,  I  am 
astonished  at  the  amount  and  depth  of 
feeling  excited  in  my  own  neighbourhood 
in  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  have  been 
astonished  at  the  depth,  and  the  wide- 
spread character,  of  the  determination  to 
have  none  of  it.  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  no  hope  more  fallacious,  and  more 
certain  to  be  disappointed,  than  the  idea 
that  this  Bill  will  lead  to  anything  like 
a  lasting  religious  settlement. 

♦Thk    lord   chancellor  :     My 
Lords,  I  had  not  intended  to  take^any  part 
in  this  debate,  largely  because  I  £ave  long 
disliked  going  into  the  discussion  of  any 
theological  question  if  I  can  possibly  avoid 
it ;   and  I  shall  not  touch  on  any  theo- 
logical matters  now,  and  still  less  upon 
those  subjects  which  have  been  freely 
discussed  in  thk  debate  with  great  rever- 
ence, I  admit,  even  with  solenmity,  but 
which,  none  the  less,  seem  to  me  to  be 
somewhat  incongruous  with  the  character 
ot  a  deliberative  Assembly.    The  right 
rev.  Prelate    who    has   just  sat   down, 
has  made  one  of   the  most  interesting 
speeches  I   have  ever  heard — equal  in 
interest,  and  that  is  a  very  high  compli- 
ment,  to   the  speech  of  the  most  rev; 
Primate — but  I  think  he  would  be  the 
first   to   acknowledge   that  it   exploded 
nearly  all  the  arguments  used  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  debate  against  the 
BiU. 

The  right  rev.  Prelate  thinks  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  a  bad  con- 
science in  this  matter.  I  want  to  offer 
my  apologia.  I  wish  my  conscience  had 
always  been  as  clear  as  it  is  in  regard  to 
thu  Bill.  The  noble  Earl  in  the  beginning 
of  the  debate  to-day  asked  why  thk  Bill 
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was  introduced.  I  must  answer  that 
question.  The  Act  of  1870  attempted  to 
solve  the  difficulty  created  by  the  diver- 
sity of  religious  views  and  creeds  in  this 
country  and  the  necessity  of  some 
common  public  education ;  and  it  solved 
it  by  leaving  denominational  schools  to 
stand,  provided  they  could  find  some 
support  out  of  their  own  means  in  order 
to  maintain  them  in  their  isolation. 
They  did  last  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
I  agree  with  the  most  rev.  Primate  in 
thinking  that  it  is  not  fair  to  reproach  the 
Church  of  England  with  the  fact  that  they 
were  unable  to  continue  their  existence. 
It  was  not  because  the  voluntary  funds 
fell  oS ;  it  was  because  the  duties  of 
more  detailed  and  sanitary  education 
grew  80  much  that  it  was  impossible  for 
private  resources  to  meet  the  strain.  I 
think  that  is  true,  and  it  is  rather  shabby 
to  attack  the  Church  on  the  ground  that 
voluntary  subscriptions  did  not  suffice. 
But  that  Act  could  not  be  worked  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  it  undoubtedly 
fell  to  pieces. 

Then  came  the  Act  of  1902 ;  and  here 
I  must  incidentall}  say  it  is  not  quite  fair, 
with  the  majority  you  have  in  this  House, 
to  attack  us  because  we  used  what  you 
call  the  "  gag."  Did  not  you  use  the 
"  gag  "  in  1902  ?  With  all  respect  to 
noble  Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  is  quite 
fair ;  nor  is  it  quite  fair  to  say  that  we 
have  brought  in  this  BiU  with  the  subtle 
and  dark  design  of  upsetting  religion. 
I  venture  to  think  it  is  better  to  discuss 
the  Bill  in  a  different  temper.  Well, 
my  Lords,  the  Act  of  19()2  adopted  a 
different  method.  It  attempted  to  bring' 
in  the  local  authorities  and  to  give  some 
sort  of  local  control  in  return  for  assist- 
ance from  the  rates.  But  there  was  no 
real  control,  and  that  Act  failed.  Every- 
one knows  it  was  a  failure.  The  most 
rev.  Primate  himself  said  that  it  was 
legitimately  to  be  expected  that  we 
should  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  that  Act. 
Hence  the  necessity  for  this  BiU. 

Then  what  BiU  were  we  to  bring  in  ? 
On  what  lines  were  we  to  proceed  1  In 
the  first  place,  there  were  the  Roman 
CathoUcs,  and  the  Roman  Catholics 
form  a  Church  of  a  precise  and  inexorable 
creed,  and  every  man  who  does  not  follow 
it  implicitly  is  condemned.  They  insist 
on    having   a    Catholic    atmosphere    in 
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which  their  children  can  be  brought  ap. 
No  one  who  heard  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Duke  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  could 
have  failed  to  be  profoundly  impressed 
by  it,  and  it  only  expressed  the  tradi- 
tional view  of  Roman  Catholics,  and 
showed  that  they  wiU  always  insist  on 
having  a  separate  atmosphere. 

Then  there  is  the  Church  of  England. 
I  sympathise  still  more  with  the  view 
of  the  Churchmen.  Bat  there  are  High 
Churchmen  and  Low  Churchmen,  and 
some  are  broad,  and  again  there  are  a 
great  number,  we  aU  know  perfectly 
well,  in  the  Church  of  England  whoae 
religion  corresponds  generaUy  to  the 
Cowper-Temple  reUgion.  I  do  not  think 
the  Church  of  England  does  ask  rem- 
lutely  for  an  exclusive  Church  of  England 
atmosphere,  in  so  strict  a  sense  as  the 
Roman  Catholics  ask  for  theirs;  hot 
they  do  ask  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
Church  schoob,  and  their  argumenta 
are  founded  to  a  largo  extent  on  the 
past  history  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Who  knows  what  wiU  please  one  sedJon 
and  what  wiU  please  another?  I  do 
not  think  that  is  a  fair  subject  for  n- 
proach.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  i> 
one  of  the  best  characteristics  of  the 
Church  of  England  that  it  does  extend 
so  &ir.  WeU,  my  Lords,  that  is  the 
position  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Then  there  are  the  Nonconformists. 
Several  noble  Lords  have  expressed  their 
deep  regret  that  the  Nonconformists 
are  not  represented  in  this  House.  I 
share  that  regret.  It  would  be  better 
for  the  House  and  better  for  tiie 
Nonconformists  themselves  ;  but  they 
cannot  be  heard  here,  and  some  of 
your  Lordships,  if  you  confine  your- 
selves to  the  inteUectual  atmosphere  of 
this  House,  may  forget  that  tremendons 
force — for  it  is  a  tremendous  force— of 
able  and  sincere  men  with  great  courage. 
The  question  between  the  Church  and  tiie 
Nonconformists  is  the  same  question  in  a 
different  form  that  arose  in  the  time  of 
Cromwell  and  Laud.  The  Nonconform- 
ists wiU  not  accept  the  atmosphere  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  nor  wiU  they  accept 
the  atmosphere  of  every  section  in  the 
Church  of  England.  They  are  parti- 
cularly jealous  of  what  they  caU  dogmatic 
teachmg,  especiaUy  in  a  particular  form. 
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F  These,  then,  are  the  difficulties  which 
gunoand  the  subject,  and  we  had  to 
consider  what  had  to  be  done.  It  is 
very  easy  to  say  that  you  ought  to  give 
denominational  facilities,  or,  as  Lord 
Salisbury  particularly  put  it,  that  you 
ought  to  allow  the  parent  the  right 
to  have  his  children  brought  up  in 
the  creed  he  holds.  Does  the  noble 
Marquess  mean  every  parent,  or  why 
should  there  be  a  selection  ?  Why  should 
not  the  poorest  of  creeds  be  entitled 
to  the  same  privileges  as  that 
which  has  the  most  numerous  adherents  ? 


The    Mabquess 
Hear,  hear ! 


OF    SALISBURY; 


*Thk  lord  chancellor  :  It  is 
impossible  to  carry  out  such  a  system. 
This  doctrine  of  coDcurrent  endowmsnt 
is  a  thing  impracticable  in  itself.  The 
people  of  this  country  would  not  stand  it ; 
they  could  not  stand  it.  It  would  not  be 
fair  to  ask  them  to  consent  to  such  a 
system  and  to  the  number  of  schools  that 
vould  be  required.  Therefore,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  take 
tiie  system  of  concurrent  endowment. 
Unless  any  noble  Lord  would  be  prepared, 
if  a  Member  of  the  Government,  to  make 
such  a  system  his  object,  he  ought  not  to 
blame  the  Government.  He  would  not  be 
prepared  to  do  it,  and  the  noble  Marquess 
who  leads  the  Opposition  would  not  do  it 
if  he  came  into  power  to-morrow. 

What  the  Government  did  was  to 
attempt  to  give  power  to  the  local 
authority.  The  local  authorities  have 
power  in  Scotland.  I  cannot  enter  into 
particulars  of  the  Scottish  system,  but 
the  religious  education  in  Scotland  is 
piesoribed  by  the  local  authority,  the 
school  board.  During  the  thirty-four 
years  since  that  system  began  there  has 
been  no  substantial  complaint,  either  of 
partiality,  neglect,  or  indifierence  towards 
religion  <m  the  part  of  the  school  boards  of 
Scotland.  The  Bill  of  1902,  which  a 
great  many  of  your  Lordships  supported, 
also  contained  the  principle  of  trusting 
the  local  authority,  as  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  called  it.  We  are  trusting  the 
local  authority,  I  fully  admit  in  a  some- 
what different  sense,  but  in  substantially 
the  same  sense  as  the  local  authority,  the 

chool  board,  is  trusted  in  ScotUnd. 


The  next  thing  we  did  was  to  limit  the 
character  of  the  religious  teaching  that 
could  be  given  by  the  local  authority  to 
the  Cowper-Temple  religion.  That  is 
nothing  new.  The  Cowper-Temple  re- 
ligion has  been  with  acceptance  observed 
in  England  ever  since  1870.  It  was 
accepted,  and  the  majority  of  English 
children  are  now  taught  the  Cowper- 
Temple  religion.  Why  are  we  doing 
anything  very  wrong  in  that  1  I  do  not 
think  we  have  deserved  all  the  censures 
we  have  received  for  doing  that.  The 
only  other  thing  we  did  was  to  extend 
facilities  to  denominational  schools  under 
Clauses  3,  4,  and  5,  with  a  sincere  desire  to 
enable  those  who  wished  for  denomina- 
tional education  to  have  that  education  so 
far  as  it  wm  compatible  with  the  possi- 
bilities and  exigencies  of  the  educational 
situation  in  which  we  are  placed.  Now 
that  is  the  source  of  further  complaints. 
It  is  said  that  we  have  not  gone  far  enough 
in  giving  facilities.  I  am  not  sure  that 
that  b  not  really,  after  all,  the  gravamen 
and  substance  of  the  accusation  brought 
against  us.  I  have  given  you  an  outUnn 
of  what  we  intended  and  what  we  tried 
to  do,  and  here  we  are  culprits  making  our 
apologia  for  having  endeavoured  to  act  in 
that  way. 

What  remains  ?  Are  your  Lordships 
blind — I  do  not  use  the  expression  with 
any  disrespect — to  the  only  akemative  ? 
The  most  rev.  Primate  congratulated 
himself  and  the  House  when  he  made  his 
speech  upon  the  fact  that  secularism  was 
rejected  in  the  present  House  of  Commons 
by  a  majority  of  between  four  and  five 
hundred  on  one  side  and  sixty  odd  on  the 
other.  But  those  sixty  odd  were  practi- 
cally mutineers.  If  the  House  of  Com- 
ment had  been  left  to  decide  for  itself  I 
do  not  know  what  the  decision  woidd 
have  been ;  but  I  am  quite  ceitain  that 
there  were  scores  and  scores  of  members 
who  stayed  away,  and  there  were  others 
who  yielded  reluctantly  to  the  strong  and 
earnest  attempt  of  the  Government  to 
induce  them  to  support  it  in  order  to  give 
a  last  chance  to  a  religious  system 
of  education  connected  with  the  State. 

Your  Lordships  have  heard  what  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  the  Bishop  of  Birming- 
ham said.    The  right  rev.  Prelate  repre-* 
sents  a  great  and  growing  force  in  the 
Church  of  England,  and  he  said  thi^t  the 
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State  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  teaching  of  religion.  I  know  he 
said  more  but  that  was  his  first 
proposition.  The  teaching  of  religion 
is  the  business  of  the  Church,  but  the 
Church  wanted  facilities.  What  facili- 
ties ?  The  facilities  it  got  at  Birming- 
ham. What  facilities  does  it  get  at 
Birmingham  ?  Facilities,  I  believe,  out 
of  school  hours.  This  education  is  given 
out  of  school  hours,  and  by  a  voluntary 
system.  It  is  notorious  that  in  any 
school  in  this  country,  which  is,  after  all, 
a  free  country,  yon  can  give  by  a  volun- 
tary system  out  of  school  hours  any 
kind  of  religious  education  you  like. 

This  is  undiluted  secularism.  I  believe 
it  is  accompanied  by  the  expectation,  if 
you  please  the  certainty,  that  the  Church 
will  take  up  the  burden  which  has  been 
cast  down  by  the  State  and  do  the  work, 
if  you  like,  more  effectively ;  but  it  is  in 
itself  pure  secularism  and  nothing  else. 
There  are  all  over  the  country  people, 
I  do  assure  your  Lordships,  who  are 
coming  gradually  and  reluctantly  to  the 
same  view.  It  is  not  the  view  I  hold 
myself.  If  possible,  I  should  very  much 
like  to  see  some  other  method  than 
secularism,  but  there  are  others  who 
take  a  different  view,  and  more  and  more 
people  are  beginning  to  take  that  view. 
They  are  beginning  to  say  to  themselves : 
"  We  have  been  lashed  round  the  whole 
circle  of  these  pitiful  expedients  and  we 
are  tired  of  them.  We  will  no  longer  be 
content  to  be  constantly  putting  forward 
propositions  in  the  hope  that  we  shall  find 
common  ground  among  Christian  denomi- 
nations and  to  be  constantly  met  by  too 
successful  resistance.  We  will  attempt 
that  course  no  more;  we  will  give 
you  secularism."  Although  your  Lord- 
ships may  disapprove  of  this  view 
and  believe  you  will  be  able  to  stem 
the  tide  if  the  tide  rises,  yet  no 
one  is  better  aware  than  your  Lordships 
that  this  House  has  always  bowed  to 
public  opinion  when  expressed. 

You  will  find  public  opinion — angry, 
tumultuous,  irresistible — in  favour  of  secu- 
larism if  you  refuse,  I  will  not  for  a 
moment  say  this  Bill  as  it  stands — I 
mean  nothing  of  the  kind,  nor  is  there 
anything  minatory  in  my  language  or 
thoughts — but  if  you  refuse  to  consider  a 
well-meant  and  honest  attempt  to  find 

The  Lord  Chincellor. 


some  middle  course  such  as  we  have 
endeavoured  to  put  before  your  Lordships. 
That  is  my  belief.  I  may  be  altogether 
wrong;  youi  Lordships  »ill  form  your 
own  judgment ;  but  I  am  glad  to  think 
that  between  now  and  October  there  will 
be  time  for  a  little  cool  reflection.  I  do 
not  know  why  it  is  that  up  to  now  the 
attempt  to  come  to  some  concordat  hu 
failed  in  this  country.  This  I  am  sore  of, 
that  the  present  is  a  critical  occasion— I 
do  not  mean  in  a  constitutional,  but  in  an 
educational,  sense — and  all  those  nho 
wish  well  to  the  cause  of  education  and  of 
the  religious  education  of  the  young 
would  do  well  to  reflect  between  now  and 
October. 

The  LORD  BISHOP  op  OXFORD: 
My  Lords,  we  are  asked  to  accept  a  Bill 
which  will  give  a  far  wider  extension  to 
that  series  of  prohibitions  known  as  tht 
Cowper-Temple  Clause.  We  are  asked 
to  assent  to  a  Bill  which  will  remove  manj 
of  the  safeguards  for  the  thorougluuH 
and  reality  of  religious  teaching.  And 
when  we  look  at  that  prospect  with  appn- 
hension  those  who  support  the  Bill  ttj 
to  assure  us  by  saying.  "  Look  at  the 
excellent  religious  work  which  has  been 
done  under  the  conditions  of  the  Cowpw- 
Temple  Clause  in  board  schools  in  ths 
past.  We  have  had  quoted  to  as  words 
in  another  place  about  — 

**Thiiiy-six  years  of  happy  experienoe  of 
Cowper-Temple  teaching, " 

and  also  words  used  by  the  most  lev. 
Primate  with  regard  to  the  teaching  that 
has  been  given  in  some  board  schools, 
and  we  are  invited  to  be  reassured  with 
regard  to  the  future  by  past  experience. 

It  is  always  an  ungracious  thing  to 
interfere  with  the  cheerful  and  healthy 
exercise  of  optimism,  but  we  are  bound 
to  remember  that  the  operation  of  the 
Cowper-Temple  Clause  will  be  ia  the 
future  under  different  conditions  from 
those  which  have  prevailed  in  the  past. 
The  conditions  will  be  different  iu  many 
ways  if  this  Bill  in  anything  like  its 
present  form  becomes  law.  The  point  to 
which  I  wish  to  draw  attention  is  the 
difference  which  is  going  on,  and  will  goon 
still  more,  in  the  training  of  the  teacher. 
The  noble  Lord  on  my  right,  Lord  Stanley 
of  Alderley,  paid  a  just  tribute  to  the 
services  rendered  by  the  teachers  in 
elementary  schools.    He  spoke  of  them 
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M  an  honourable,  an  earnest,  and  a 
thonghtful  body  of  men  and  women 
who  cared  for  this  teaching.  I  wkh  to 
express  my  sense  of  the  debt  which  we 
owe  in  tlus  matter  to  the  teachers  in 
elementary  schools.  I  think  that  all 
classes  are  deeply  indebted  to  them  for 
the  temper,  the  devotion,  and  the  zeal 
with  which  they  have  carried  out  their 
work. 

But  it  is  increasingly  likely  that  in  the 
fntnre  access  to  the  teaching  profession 
will  dispense  altogether  with  the  require- 
ment of  residential  training,  and  with 
that  influence  which,  whatever  we  may 
think  or  say  about  an  ecclesiastical 
atmosphere,  is  necessary  for  those  who 
are  to  give  religious  instruction.  Resi- 
dential training  goes  far  to  give  the 
teacher  some  of  the  advantages  of  the 
public  school.  In  the  residential  training 
college  the  lad  will  learn,  not  only  to 
work  well,  but  to  play  well ;  he  will 
kam  something  of  the  real  skill  of  disci- 
pline, and  how  the  best  discipline  is 
often  maintained  where  the  sanction 
for  it  cannot  be  invoked  or  enforced ; 
he  will  learn,  above  all,  the  meaning 
of  esprit  de  corps.  Those  are  ways 
in  which  our  teachers  in  the  past  have 
been  to  a  great  extent  trained,  with  not 
only  definite  religious  training,  but  with 
the  influences  of  a  residential  college 
around  them.  If  these  advantages  a>e 
likely  in  the  futare  to  be  to  a  considerable 
extent  withdrawn  or  foregone,  and  if 
yoa  have  coming  into  the  teaching 
profession  a  large  number  of  men  and 
women  not  so  trained,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  conditions  under  which  Cowper- 
Temple  teaching  will  be  given  are  identi- 
cal or  near  to  the  conditions  under  which 
it  has  been  given  in  the  past.  That 
is  one  point  which  I  wish  to  leave  with 
your  Lordships,  because  I  think  we  are 
all  in  danger  of  thinking  too  confidently 
that  what  has  prevailed  in  many  cases 
'  happily  in  the  past  can  be  relied  on  in 
the  future  under  widely  different  con- 
ditions. 

R  I  have  only  one  word  more  to  say. 
We  shall  be  going  away  very  soon  for, 
I  hope,  a  period  of  rest,  and  I  imagine 
that  noble  Lords  will  not  be  sorry  to 
be  for  a  while  not  thinking  of  the  Educa- 
tion Bill.  But  when  they  have  had  a 
reasonable  respite  from  all  considerations 


of  it,  there  are  one  or  two  ways  in  which 
they  may  gain  what  will  be  helpful 
when  we  meet  again  in  th^  autumn. 
I  hope  that  your  Lordships,  before 
entering  on  the  strenuous  work  of 
amendment,  will  try  to  find  out  how  the 
Bill  is  regarded  in  the  country.  I  cannot 
speak  with  experience  of  the  signs  of 
temper  and  tone  in  this  House,  but  I 
am  very  much  mistaken  if  there  has  not 
been  a  great  accruing  of  purpose  and 
power  in  the  resolve  to  amend  the  Bill 
as  the  debate  has  gone  on.  I  beUeve 
that  will  be  re-enforced  by  a  great 
body  of  feeling  throughout  the  country, 
and  that  this  House  has  an  opportunity 
now  of  finding  itself  supported  by 
multitudes  who  have  been  accustomed 
to  look  askance  at  it.  We  heard  from 
an  unexpected  quarter  in  another  place 
an  expression  of  thankfulness  that  there 
is  a  House  of  Lords,  and  I  believe  that 
feelirg  is  very  widespread  at  the  present 
moment  throughout  the  country 

*LoRD  STANMORK:  My  Lords,  I 
think  that  his  Kajesty's  Government  may 
congratulate  themselves  on  at  least  two 
features  of  this  long  debate.  One  is  that, 
although  the  Bill  has  been  subjected  to 
the  severest  criticism,  there  has  not  been 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  debate 
any  suggestion  that  it  should  be  rejected 
on  its  Second  Reading.  The  other  is 
that  of  the  two  principles  of  the  Bill  one 
has  been  accepted  without  objection  and 
has  received  the  more  than  tacit  support  of 
many  noble  Lords  on  the  opposite  Benches 
— ^the  principle  that  public  control 
most  follow  the  gift  of  public  funds. 

We  are  told  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  two  principles  guide  them  in 
this  Bill.  The  first  is  the  establishment 
of  public  control.  That,  apparently,  is 
on  all  hands  conceded.  The  other  is  the 
abolition  of  tests.  I  believe  it  to  be 
accepted  by  the  whole  House  that  you 
are  not  to  impose  a  religious  test  for 
appointment  to  a  civil  office,  but  a  test 
in  the  sense  of  that  imposed  on  head 
teachers  under  the  Act  of  1902  is  a  test 
which  always  must  exist  if  you  are  to 
have  efficient  teachers.  I  beg  your 
Lordships  to  notice  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  in  fact  (though  in  an 
obscure  »nd  indirect  form)  retainirg 
the  j^only  test  which    the  Act   of    1902 
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imposed.  Under  the  Act  of  that  year 
every  head  teacher  in  a  Yoluntary 
school  was  necessarily  a  teacher  of 
religion,  as  much  so  as  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  that  being  so  it  was  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  whether  he  was  qualified 
for  the  work  he  undertook.  In  that  sense 
what  is  denounced  as  a  test  was  perfectly 
legitimate,  and  it  will  be  practically  still 
continued  under  this  BiU.  The  noble 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
seemed  to  make  a  great  distinction  between 
a  test  precedent  to  appointment  and 
a  test  subsequent  to  appointment.  A 
test  precedent  to  appointment,  he  said, 
you  must  not  impose.  You  must  appoint 
your  teacher  without  a  test,  but  when 
he  is  appointed  you  may  if  he  is  willing 
to  teach  religion  apply  one  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  he  is  qualified  to  teach 
it.  That  is  quite  a  sufficient  test  for 
me,  and  probably  for  most  other  noble 
Lords. 

^  There  are  provisions  in  the  Bill  with 
which  I  think  we  may  be  well  satisfied  and 
gratefvd  for — the  provisions  for  securing 
the  health  and  recreation  of  the  children. 
But  there  my  support  of  the  Bill 
must  cease.  When  we  come  to 
those  of  its  provisions  which  r«late 
to  religious  teaching,  and  which,  after 
all,  constitute  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  the  enacting  clauses,  there  I  feel 
that  His  Majesty's  (government  have 
gone  entirely  astray. 

In  point  of  clearness  of  expression 
and  fairness  of  statement  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Earl  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Coimcil  in  introducing  this 
Bill  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  but  I 
am  not  sure  that  he  was  quite  so 
happy  when  answering  by  anticipation 
objections  which  he  thought  would 
be  made  to  the  BiU.  Some  of  those 
answers  I  confess  I  thought  sounded 
somewhat  hollow.  The  noble  Earl  is  a 
man  of  ability ;  he  is  not  a  man  who 
takes  a  bad  argument  for  a  good  one; 
and  the  same  acuteness  which  enables 
him  to  make  the  best  of  the  case  he 
brings  before  your  Lordships  must  at 
the  same  time  show  him  clearly  what  the 
weak  points  of  that  case  are.  I  was 
therefore  not  at  all  surprised  to  hear  the 
comparatively  hesitatingjmanner,  the 
lowered  voice,  and  the  almost  apologetic 
tone  in  which  the  noble  Earl  attempted 

Lord  Stamnore. 
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to  defend  the  provisions  of  t^e  danse 
requiring  a  majority  of  four-fifths  for  the 
establishment  of  exertional  faeihtieB 
for  religious'  teaching.  He  said  that 
after  aU  a  Umit  must  be  made,  and 
what  did  it  signify  what  the  partioalar 
limit  was.  Be  went  on  to  give  what  he 
called  a  similar  instance.  He  r^errad  to 
the  limit  at  which  exempticm  from  income- 
tax  was  fixed  as  bemg  equally  arbitrary. 
But,  my  Lords,  there  is  the  most  es- 
sential difference  between  the  two. 
The  limit  with  regard  to  the  exemption 
from  income-tax  is  a  limit  imposed  — by 
whom  1 — ^by  the  majority  of  the  elected 
representatives  of  the  people.  But  what 
is  this  four-fifths  provision  ?  It  is  really 
a  provision  that  a  minority  of  a  little  over 
one-fifth  shall  overrule  the  wishes  of 
perhaps  little  less  than  four-fifths  of  the 
community. 

I  have  no  partioolarly  enthusiastic 
feeling  in  favour  of  a  mere  numerical 
majority.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the 
fetishes  of  the  day.  That  the  folly  of 
an  hundred  fools  is  wiser  than  the 
wisdom  of  ninety-nine  wise  men  is  ■ 
proposition  which  does  not  greatly  com- 
mend itself  to  me.  Two  himdred  years 
hence  it  is  very  probable  that  our  dea- 
cendants  will  look  upon  the  wisdom 
of  their  ancestors  much  as  we  look  upon 
the  eo-called  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and 
shibboleths  which  have  great  vogue  at 
this  time  may  very  possibly  be  relegated 
to  the  same  limbo  as  many  more  ancient 
doctrines.  But  in  the  meantime  the 
cult  of  the  bare  majority  holds  sway 
everywhere,  and  must  be  acknowledged. 
I  confess  that  it  does  seem  strange  to 
me  that  those  who  are  its  devoutest 
worshippers  should  in  this  BiU  enable  a 
minority  of  a  Uttle  over  one-fifth  to 
over-rule  the  wishes  of  a  little  under 
four-fifths  of  the  same  community. 

I  find  what  seems  to  be  an  almost 
impenetrable  blindness  on  the  part  of- 
many  as  to  the  reasons  Ahich  induce  a 
large  number  of  your  Lordships  and 
other  people  to  object  to  what  is  caUed 
undenominational  teaching.  Pour  y«kn 
ago  it  was  caUed  imdogmatic,  but  its 
advocates  seem  to  have  discovered  that 
dogma  is  inseparable  from  any  reUgioos 
teaching.  The  nature  of  the  objections 
to  that  form  of  teaching  have  really 
not  been  fully  stated.      It    is  because 
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we  know  not  what  undenominational 
religion  means,  or  may  be  made  to  mean, 
that  we  object  to  it.  What  do  its  advo- 
cates say  that  it  teaches  t  "  The  funda- 
mental doctrines  of  religion,"  says  Dr. 
Clifford ;  "  of  Christianity,"  says  Canon 
Hensley  Heaton ;  "  of  Trinitarian 
Christianity,"  says  the  Bishop  of  Car- 
Kale.  Well,  Mi-hich  is  it  to  be?  If 
indeed  you  take  Trinitarian  Chris- 
tianity it  is,  I  think,  then  possible  to 
establish  something  like  a  combined 
system  of  education.  I  hold  in  my 
hiand  a  pamphlet  describing  what  is -to 
my  mind  almost  the  only  successful 
efiort  of  its  kind.  It  was  drawn  up  by 
a  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  an  Anglican 
Bishop,  and  a  Presbyterian  chaplain 
for  the  guidance  of  the  Martiti^re 
cd'ege  in  Calcutta.  It  is  thoroughly 
undenominational,  but  it  is  dogmatic 
to  the  backbone.  I  believe  it  would  not 
be  beyond  the  skill  of  man  on  that 
common  ground  to  devise  a  scheme 
which  might  work  well  and  meet  all 
requirements.  But  that  would  not 
satisfy  the  advocates  of  the  BiU. 


The  only  positive  injunction  laid 
down  in  this  Bill  ia  the  prohibitive 
one  that  distinctive  formularies  are 
not  to  be  taught,  but  there  is  no 
limit  on  the  other  aide,  and  the 
temptation  always  will  be  to  make  the 
field  as  wide  as  possible.  Logically  it 
ought  to  be  wide  enough  to  comprehend 
the  Jew  and  the  Agnostic,  for  it  is  just  as 
great  a  grievance  that  they  should  be 
compelled  to  pay  for  religious  teaching 
they  disapprove  as  that  Wesleyans  or 
Baptists  should  be  so.  But  practically 
the  religious  teaching  will  be  Christian, 
but  undenominational,  or  as  it  used  to  be 
called  a  year  or  two  ago,  undogmatic. 
What  kind  of  Christianity  is  this  to  be  1 
The  Unitarians  are  a  small  sect,  but  a 
powerful  one.  There  will  be  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  local  authorities  to  offend 
the  Unitarians,  and  yet  if  the  teaching 
be  such  as  is  acceptable  to  the  Unitarians 
it  will  be  regarded  by  a  majority 
of  Nonconformists  as  well  as  by 
Churchmen  to  be  no  true  teaching 
of  Christianity  at  all.  I  apprehend 
that  in  most  schoob  when  this  anti- 
denominational  system  becomes  the  law 
of  the  land,  if  it  ever  does,  you  will  find 
a  gradual  slackening  of  Christian  teaching 
until  4t  fades  out  altogether.    And  now 
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what  is  meant  by  fundamental  religion  ? 
Something  making  foundation.  There  are 
two  different  foundations.  Most  of  those 
who  advocate  undenominational  teaching 
consider  it  should  consist  of  a  set  of  maxims 
which  are  consistent  with  Christianity,  but 
not  necessarily  Christian.  In  the  opinion 
of  an  equally  large  number  of  persons, 
probably  a  larger  number,  their  teaching 
is  not  Christian  at  all,  but  more  nearly 
approaching  to  Confucianism.  They  hold, 
with  St.  Paul,  that  other  foundation  can 
no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid.  The 
foundation  they  look  to  is  that  of  the 
personality  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  personal  relation  which  exists  between 
Him  and  every  Christian  soul.  Now,  those 
two  foundations  are  absolutely  distinct. 
You  may  build  a  fair  edifice  on  the  foun- 
dation of  moral  precepts  and  philosophic 
doctrines,  and  you  may  tell  the  children 
who  are  educated  under  it  that  all  they, 
have  to  do  is  to  listen  to  those  doctrines 
and  to  guide  themselves  by  them ;  but 
there  is  all  the  difference  ia  the  world 
between  such  a  foundation  and  that  othei 
foundation  of  which  I  have  spoken,  a 
difference  that  is  radical  and  irrecon- 
cilable. 


Between  those  two  systems  there'  is  a 
great  gulf  fixed  which  cannot  be  bridged 
or  pawed  over,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
so  many  earnest  men  absolutely  decline 
to  have  any  part  in  what  is  called  un 
denominational  education.  That  was  the 
one  point  to  which  I  wished  to  call  you 
Lordships'  attention.  Before  sitting  down 
however,  I  should  like  to  make  a  remark 
which  I  think  is  pregnant  with  meaning; 
a  meaning  which  is  abhorrent  to  me,  but 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  refuse  to  see 
facts  because  I  do  not  like  them.  So 
far  as  I  am  aware,  in  all  the  discussions 
and  debates  which  have  taken  place  on 
this  subject  in  Parliament  and  out  of 
doors  we  have  not  heard  anything  that 
would  lead  us  to  infer  that  there  was  such 
an  institution  still  existing  as  a  National 
Established  Church.  On  all  hands  it 
has  been  spoken  of  as  though  on  an 
equality  with  other  sects.  This  seems  to 
me  to  involve  the  recognition  of  a  fact, 
if  it  be  a  fact,  of  enormous  significance. 

• 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  DURHAM  j 
My  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  your  Lordships' 
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attention  for  a  few  minutes  for  a  very 
simple  and  direct  porpose.  I  wiiJi  to 
erpress  my  strong  impression,  from  such 
observations  as  during  this  summer  I 
have  been  able  to  make,  that  if  one  may 
use  the  Word  "  mandate "  there  does 
exist  in  this  country  somet^iing  like  a 
mandate,  and  I  venture  to  think  from 
the  majority  of  the  English  people,  to  the 
House  of  Lords  to  consider  the  Govern- 
ment's Education  Bill  with  considerate- 
ness,  temper,  and  fairness,  but  with 
firmness  and  without  imdue  fear.  I  do 
not  say  this  li^tly  or  forgetful  of  the 
responsibilities  and  anxieties  of  the  hour. 
We  none  of  us  shall  be  forgetful  of  those 
considerations  after  the  speech,  so  ad- 
mirable in  manner  and  so  weighty  in 
thought,  from  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack. 

It  is  a  bad  thing  for  a  man  »hose 
calling  in  life  is  to  be  a  pastor  to  have  to 
take  any  part  in  a  campaign  which  has 
political  elements  in  it.  It  does  not 
make  such  a  man  more  ready  or  able  to  do 
his  Work  to  have  to  live  in  the  somewhat 
dreary  conditions  of  a  chronic  crisis  of  a 
semi-political  kind.  Throughout  my  life 
I  have  had  the  happiest  possible  relations 
with  Nonconformist  Christians,  and  I  have 
derived  the  greatest  spiritual  benefit  from 
the  instructions  and  writings  of  Non- 
conformist saints.  My  hope  has  been  for 
years  that  there  might  be  an  approxima- 
tion on  the  deepest  grounds  between  them 
and  us  of  the  Church  of  England.  I 
rejoice  whenever  we  can  meet  on  large 
and  fruitful  common  ground,  which 
includes  among  other  things  allegiance  to 
that  Book,  «rhich,  like  its  supreme  and 
ultimate  Author,  is  able  to  unveil  its 
inmost  secret,  not  necessarily  to  the 
elaborately  instructed,  but  to  the  single- 
hearted  soul.  These  considerations  make 
it  to  me  infinitely  unwelcome  to  take 
a  line  of  protest  and  of  disappointment 
at  what  we  have  been  so  earnestly  assured 
this  afternoon  has  been  an  honest  attempt 
by  able  and  patriotic  men  to  arrive  at  a 
settlement  of  this  great  dispute. 

But  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  my 
disappointment  is  bitter  at  the  facts  as 
they  stand.  I  am  dismayed  at  the 
ruthless  energy  with  which  the  ex- 
tremely 'well-meant  attempt  at  a  co- 
promise  in  1902  has  been  pursued  until 
it  has   issued   in   the   proposals  of  the 

The  Ijord  Bishop  of  Durham. 


present  BilL  I  believe  that  feeling  is 
shared  by  many  even-minded,  godly, 
equitable  and  informed  NonoonformistK. 
Speaking  for  the  bishops,  I  may  say  that 
most  of  us  have  had  added  to  our  some- 
what heavy  nominal  duties  the  daty 
during  the  past  summer  of  speaking  at, 
and  usually  presiding  over,  meetings 
occasioned  by  this  Bill.  The  county 
of  Durham,  which  I  represent  in  soms 
sense,  is,  I  think,  fairly  typical  of  many 
important  parts  of  England.  It  is  vastly 
industrial,  and  it  is  largely  pervaded  by 
energetic  and  living  Nonconformity.  Ito 
people  are  frank  and  outspoken  to  a 
delightful  fault,  or,  I  would  rather  say, 
to  a  delightful  degree — thank  Grod  for  it ! 
and  the  meetings  summoned  there,  which 
have  been  quite  free  and  open  to  the 
expression  of  various  opinions,  have  been 
most  instructive  to  the  observer. 

Every  one  who  knows  the  county  of 
Durham  will  bear  witness  to  the  un- 
exampled extent  to  which  meetings  to 
oppose  this  Bill  as  it  stands  have  attracted 
popular  interest  and  inspired  almost 
unanimous  enthusiasm.  For  example, 
I  will  take  two  important  towns — West 
Hartlepool  and  Sunderland.  There  was 
summoned  at  West  Hartlepool  a  public 
meeting  which  was  attended  by  3,000 
people,  of  whom  fully  half  were  men. 
A  large  number  of  Nonconformists  were 
known  to  be  in  that  meeting.  There  was 
a  certain  amount  of  very  moderate  and 
good-humoured  interruption  and  heckling 
from  a  group  of  non-sympathisers  near 
the  door.  It  was  answered  by  the 
speaker  heckled  promptly  and  with  com- 
plete success  as  regards  the  sudden 
cessation  of  the  interruption,  and  perfec*^ 
good  humour  was  maintained  throughout 
the  meeting.  One  of  the  votes  of  thanks 
was  seconded  by  a  working  man  of  the 
town — a  Congregationalist  leader,  actively 
in  co-operation  with  the  Labour  Party 
— and  his  speech  emphasised  the  value 
of  the  protest  which  the  Church  was 
making  in  favour  of  national  religious 
education.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
ten  persons  out  of  the  3,000  held  up  their 
hands  against  the  resolution  in  which 
the  sense  of  the  meeting  was  summed  up. 

At  Sunderland,  full  of  the  Noncon- 
formity  I  have  referred  to,  a  meeting  on 
this  subject  was  convened  in  the  great 
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Drill  Hall,  and  to  the  surprise  of  its  pro- 
moters it  was  attended  by  4,000  people, 
of  whom  a  very  large  majority  were  men, 
and  mostly  working  men.  There  was  a 
most  extraordinary  responsiveness  and 
electrical  sympathy  about  that  meeting, 
and  at  the  close  it  was  calculated  that 
only  five  hands  were  held  up  against  the 
resolution.  At  a  meeting  in  South 
Shields  one  of  the  most  important 
speeches  against  the  Bill  was  delivered 
by  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  another 
Nonconformist  minister,  whose  congrega- 
tion numbers  600  members,  has  through- 
out the  whole  controversy  taken  a 
coDsistent  line  with  the  Church  of 
England. 

I  am  convinced  that  there  is  a  feolint; 
in  the  country  which  may  be  interpreted 
as  a  mandate  to  the  House  of  Lords  to  do 
nothing  inconsiderate,  but  to  approach 
this  Bill  with  the  consciousness  that  there 
is  a  mass  of  feeling  behind  which  looks 
upon  this  House  rather  as  a  substitute  for 
a  referendum  than  the  protector  of  sec- 
tarian interests.     The  cause  for  which  we 
stand  should  inspire  courage ;  it  is  not  a 
sectarian  cause,  not  a  proselytising  cause ; 
it  is  a  ciuse  in  which  the  whole  Christian- 
ity of  the  rising  generation  among  the 
workiog  classes  of  the  country  is  con- 
cerned.   There  is  no  security  that  what 
is  called  the  Cowper-Temple  teaching  of 
religion  will  remain — indeed,  it  is  largely 
ceasing  to  be  what  it  has  been ;  and  I 
hold  that  the  Church  of  England,  which  is 
not  a  sect,  which  is  not  a  denomination 
merely — ^it  is  older  than  the  nation — has 
the  positioD  and  capabilities  for  doing  for 
the   rising    generation    what    no    other 
Christian  body  as  constituted  to-day  can 
do  to  preserve  the  teaching  of  revealed 
eternal  truths.     With  a  knowledge  of  a 
great  backing  in  the  oountnr  and  mighty 
reasons,  I  e^ort  your  Lordships  to  con- 
sider the  Bill  not  merely  from  the  point  of 
view  of  what  is  best  for  the  immediate 
present,  but  looking  to  the  long  distant 
future  in  this  matter  of  children's  edu- 
cation. 

Thk  Marquess  of  LAN8D0WNE : 
Hy  Lords,  I  should  like  at  the  outset  of 
my  few  remarks  to  notice  very  briefly 
a  sagirestion  which  during  the  last  few 
(lays  has  beon  repeatedly  made  to  me, 
and  made  to  me  by  noble  Lord-i  for  who.e 


opinions  I  entertain  very  deep  respect, 
and  whose  judgment  is  entitled  to  every 
consideration.  I  have  been  asked  bv 
several  Members  of  yo\ir  Lordships' 
House  whether  it  would  not  have  been 
better  if  the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill  had  stood  over  until  the  month 
of  October.  My  friends  were  able  to 
adduce  weighty  reasons  in  favour  of 
that  course.  The  Bill  had  been  in  our 
hands  but  a  verv  few  hours  when  this 
debate  began ;  it  has  been  greatly  altered 
during  its  passage  through  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  it  contains  many  im- 
portant  provisions  which  were  not  there 
discussed.  In  these  circumstances,  it  was 
not  unnatural  to  ask  that  mate  time 
should  be  given  to  the  House  of  Lords 
before  we  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  after  consulting 
with  many  of  our  supporters,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  attitude  of  noble  Lords 
who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House  towards 
the  Bill  was  perfectly  clear,  and  that  it 
was  desirable  that  this  attitude  should 
be  made  plain  to  the  country  without 
further  loss  of  time.  I  understand 
that  most  of  us  are  ready  to  admit  that 
some  modification  of  the  Act  of  1902  is 
inevitable;  but  we  hold  very  strongly 
that  in  submitting  these  particular  pro- 
p(»al8  for  the  alteration  of  that  Act  His 
Majesty's  (Government  have  very  seriously 
misunderstood  the  feeling  of  the  country 
towariis  this  impr  rtant  subject. 

We  believe  that  tlis  Bill  would-  work, 
if  it  were  to  pass  in  its  present  shape, 
very  grave  injustice,  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  alleged  grievances  it  seeks  to 
remove,  and  we,  at  any  rate,  cannot 
contemplate  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
into  law  in  the  shape  in  which  it  now 
stands.  On  the  other  hand,  we  recog- 
nise that  the  Bill  contains  admissions 
of  some  very  important  and  far-reaching 
principles,  admissions  that  we  welcome 
as  indicating  a  desire,  at  any  rate,  on  the 
part  of  the  framers  of  the  Bill  to  deal  in  an 
equitable  spirit  with  the  question. 

Holding  these  views  it  seems  to  us 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  try  to  amend  this 
Bill,  and  we  feel  that  it  would  be  more 
lespectful  to  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment— and  I  think  we  all  feel  that 
there^tliMe)  should  be  reciprocal  respect 
shown  by  each  House  to  the  other- 
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to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time  and 
then  addiess  ouiselves  sehously  to  the 
task  of  removing  the  giave  defects 
which  v,&  detect  in  it.  If  I  have  not 
incorectly  described  the  attitude  of  the 
House,  it  is  surely  better  that  that 
attitude  should  be  explained  nCtv,  rather 
than  that  the  country  should  be  left  in 
suspense  for  two  or  thxee  months,  during 
which  no  doubt  all  sorts  of  sinister 
motives  would  be  attributed  to  your 
Lordships'  House.  But  we  do  desire  it 
to  be  clearly  understood  that  in  giving 
a  Second  Reading  to  the  Bill  we  do  not 
abate  one  jot  or  tittle  of  our  right  to  deal 
with  it  as  we  think  proper  at  a  future 
stage.  One  other  reason  why  I  am  glad 
the  debate  has  not  been  postponed  is 
that  some  of  the  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered  during  the  course  of 
it  are  speeches  that  cannot  fail  to  have 
a  very  wide  effect  in  the  country ;  and 
if  we  only  had  to  consider  from  that 
point  of  view  the  speech  of  the 
most  reV.  Primate  who  presides  over 
the  see  of  Canterbury,  I  should  say  that 
we  have  reason  to  be  deeply  grateful 
that  the  debate  has  taken  place  now. 


What  is  our  main  complaint  of  this  Bill  ? 
I  think  it  may  be  expressed  in  a  very 
few  words  by  saying  that  the  Bill  doSs 
very  little  for  education  and  creates  a 
vast  amount  of  heart-burning  and  disturb- 
ance. The  Bill  has  been  described  to- 
day as  "  above  all  thmgs  an  educational 
Bill,"  I  would  like  to  put  the  accuracy 
of  this  description  to  a  simple  test.  The 
Lord  President  of  the  Council  introduced 
the  measure  in  a  long  speech — ^not  too 
long,  because  the  subject  is  one  calling 
for  lengthened  explanation — ^but  I 
noticed  that  out  of  the  hour  and  a  half 
— I  think  that  was  about  the  time 
occupied — about  an  hour  and  a  quarter 
were  devoted  to  what  he  himself  de- 
scribed OS  the  "  arid  region  of  the  religious 
difficulty,"  and  only  in  the  last  quarter 
of  an  hour  of  the  time  occupied  by  his 
speech  did  he  find  himself  in  what  he 
gracefully  described  as  "in  th«  green 
fields  with  the  children,"  and  then 
h«  began  to  tell  us  of  things  the  Bill  did 
for  the  children,  such  things  as  th^ 
establishment  of  play  centres,  vacation 
schools,  and  I  suppose  I  must  include 
that  early  introduction  to  the  dentist 

The  Marquess  of  iMnadtnime. 


which  is  no  doubt  necessary,  and  upon 
which  the  noble  Earl  dwelt  in  eloquent 
.terms. 

It  is  even  so  with  all  this  controversy. 
The  absorbing  interest  of  this  religious 
question  has  swamped  all  the  educa- 
tional side  of  the  problem.  It  has 
dispelled,  so  it  seems  to  me,  the  sense  of 
proportion  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
It  has  led  them  to  exaggerate  the  extent 
of  the  Nonconformists'  grievance.  It 
has  led  them  to  underrate  those  other 
grievances  which  the  Bill  would  infallibly 
create  ;  to  underrate  the  agitation  which 
it  would  lead  to,  an  agitation  which  I  am 
convinced  will  be  far  more  formidable 
than  any  which  has  been  provoked  by 
the  existing  condition  of  the  law.  For, 
my  Lords,  who  accepts  the  Bill  ?  The 
Nonconformists  are  in  mutiny  .TheDnke  of 
Norfolk,  has  told  you  frankly  how  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  regards  the 
overtures  which  you  have  made  to  them. 
As  to  the  Church  of  England,  its  feeling 
has  been  voiced  by  eloquent  and  un- 
answered speeches  delivered  from  the 
benches  opposite. 

When  we  are  told,  as  we  have  been  told 
to-diy,  thit  we  are  to  seek  in  this  Bill 
for  a  final  settlement  of  the  education 
question,  I  can  only  admire  the  simplicity 
of  those  who  venture  to  indulge  in  any 
hopes  of  the  kind.  We  are  told  this  is  a 
Bill  for  extending  popular  control  over 
ou'  schools.  Do  we  not  forget  that 
popular  control  is  there  already  ?  There 
is  only  the  smallest  fraction  of  school 
life  which  is  really  withdrawn  from 
populir  control.  But  if  we  are  an:dous 
for  popular  control,  is  it  not  the  case  that 
this  Bill  bristles  with  restrictions  on 
popular  control  ?  What  is  the  popular 
control  which  refuses,  as  this  Bill  doei:, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  wishe.")  of 
the  parents  as  to  the  manner  in  whicE 
their  children  are  to  be  brought  up  1 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  upon  the 
Woolsack  told  us  just  now  that  this  was 
impracticable,  but  I  think  he  went  on  to 
say  that,  although  it  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  consider  the  wishes  of  all  the 
parents,  he  regarded  favourably  the  idra 
of  admitting  the  claim  of  the  majority  of 
them.  If  he  really  frankly  and  fuUy 
edmits  that,   and  if  we  may   proceed 
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to  amend  this  BiU  on  those  lines — ^upon 
the  lines  of  making  it  ooi  business  really 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  majori-y  of 
the  pa'ents  and  to  give  effect  u>  those 
views — ^then  I  say  there  is  certainly  some 
hope — — 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  :  What  I 
said  was  that  it  was  impracticable  to  give 
e^ect  to  the  doctrine  that  all  the  parents' 
wishes  could  be  complied  with,  but  that, 
if  we  could  not  have  a  system  of  that  kind, 
we  had  done  ciru  best  to  give  facilities  by 
Clauses  3  and  4  and  5.  I  think  that  is 
what  I  said.  I  did  not  mean  to  lay  down 
any  general  and  universal  proposition  such 
as  the  noble  Marquess  has  suggested. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
No  one  has  ever  contended  on  this  side 
of  the  House  that  it  was  possible  to  give 
effect  to  the  wishes  of  every  small  section 
of  the  parents.  Any  anangement  of 
the  kind  must  be  limited  by  common 
sense  and  the  local  conditions.  But 
what  we  contend  for — and  I  still  do  not 
think  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  greatly 
differs  from  me — is  that  where  the  views 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  parents  are 
clearly  ascertainable,  due  regard  should 
be  paid  to  those  views.  This  Bill  has 
been  represented  as  an  attack  on  the 
Church  of  England.  It  is  not  only  an 
attack  upon  the  Church  of  England,  it  is 
an  attack  on  denominational  teaching 
of  all  kinds.  But  I  do  understand 
that  the  grievances  of,  the  Church  of 
England  should  loom  larger  in  the  fore- 
ground of  this  question  than  any  other. 
For  the  Church  of  England  has  un- 
doubtedly made  sacrifices  for  .the  sake 
of  education  which  bulk  larger  than  those 
made  by  any  other  part  of  the  community, 
and  I  have  been  surprised  at  some  of 
the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to 
beUttle  the  extent  of  those  sacrifices. 

We  were  told  this  afternoon  that  there 
was  not  much  difference  between  the 
exclusion  of  the  Church  from  these  schools 
and  the  annexation  of  high  roads  by  the 
county  councils.  I  venture  to  suggest 
that  the  roads  and  the  schools  do  not 
stand  on  exactly  the  same  footing.  Awell- 
eqnipped  road  is  good  enough  for  anyone 
to  travel  by,  no  matter  by  whom  it  has 
been  equipped,  but  a  weU-fonnd  school 
ii  not  good  enough  for  those  who  desire 


that  its  mozal  equipment  should  be  of  a 
partioular  and  special  kind.  We  have 
had  another  analogy  in  the  course  of  this 
debate.  The  noble  Earl  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  asked  us  why 
the  owners  of  these  schools  should  be  so 
extremely  anxious  as  to  what  was  done 
with  their  property.  It  is  simply,  he 
said,  a  case,  familiar  to  us  all,  in  which 
people  have  embarked  rather  too  freely 
on  bricks  and  mortar  and  have 
overbuilt  themselves.  If  that  is  the 
view  of  the  Cabinet  of  which  the  noble 
Earl  is  a  member,  all  I  can  say  is  that 
they  have  very  grievously  misappre- 
hended the  facts  of  the  ease,  and  the 
manner  in  which  these  facts  are  regarded 
by  the  people  of  this  country. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  behind 
me  dealt  with  the  contention  of  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  that  there  was 
nothing  very  unusual  in  such  interference 
as  this  Bill  contemplates  with  charitable 
trusts.  I  do  not  think  the  argument 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  behind  me 
was  quite  imderstood.  I  do  not  attempt 
to  state  these  things  in  legal  langviage, 
but  what  I  have  always  understood  is 
this — that  the  Courts  of  Law  in  this 
country  have  been  in  the  habit  of  interfer- 
ing with  trusts  when  it  could  be  shown 
that  it  was  impracticable  or  inexpedient 
to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  fotmders 
of  those  trusts,  and  what  I  should  like 
to  ask  is  whether  any  one  is  here  to 
contend  that  in  the  case  of  these 
schools  it  has  really  become  either 
impracticable  or  inexpedient  to  carry 
out  the  intentions  of  the  persons 
who  founded  them.  Parliament  and 
the  Law  Courts  of  the  country  have 
for  centuries  past  encouraged  liberal- 
minded  and  generous  people  to  establish 
trusts  of  this  kind,  and  I  cannot  help 
fearing  that  the  manner  in  which  thu 
Bill  deab  with  these  trusts  will  have  a 
very  deterrent  effect  upon  such  people 
in  the  future. 

We  have  at  any  rate  one  commoii 
groimd  on  which  we  can  all  of  us  ou 
both  sides  of  the  House  found  ourselves. 
It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  no 
one  desires  that  our  system  of  school 
education  should  be  a  purely  secular 
system.  The  noble  Earl  put  that  forcibly 
and  clearly  when  he  said  the  people  of  the 
country  vfQvid  not  have  it ;    and  I  am 
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•dad  that  Hia  Majesty's  GoTenunent  in 
that  respect  at  all  events  have  oonectly 
gauged  the  feeling  of  this  country.    But, 
my  Lords,  I  press  that  point  because  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  that  is  true,  the 
result  is  to  fix  upon  the  State  the  res- 
ponsibility of  seeing  that  education  and 
religion  are  not  allowed  to  drift  apart ; 
that    the    system    should    not    become 
gradually  and  insensibly  secular ;  that  no 
violence  should  be  done  to  the  feelings 
of  the  parents  ;  that  religious  instruction 
should  not  be  discourag^ ;    and  that  it 
should  not  be  imparted  by  persons  who 
are  unfit  or  incompetent  to  impart  it. 
I  honestly  believe  that  there  is  not  one  of 
those  principles  for  which  I  could  not  find 
emphatic  approval  in  the  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered  by  different  Members 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  but  my 
complaint  is  that  these  principles  are  not 
embodied,  or  at  any  rate  not  embodied 
with  sufficient  distinctness  in  the  Bill  upon 
the  Table. 

Tried  by  those  tests,  this  Bill  seems  to 
'le  to  fail  completely.  There  is  nothing 
lo  prevent  religious  instruction  dropping 
i>ut  of  sight  altogether  in  certain  schools 
•  f  the  local  authority  desire  it.  There  is 
no  sufficient  recognition  of  the  wishes 
of  the  parents.  There  are  no  provisions 
to  ensure  that  religious  instruction  should 
be  given  what  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 
appropriately  called  an  honoured  place. 
It  is  given  on  the  contrary  a  place  below 
the  salt  at  our  table,  and  there  is  no 
security  that  religious  instruction  should 
be  given  by  persons  who  are  competent 
to  give  it.  We  have  been  told  that  we 
should  be  content  with  what  we  commonly 
speak  of  as  Cowper-Temple  religion.  I 
sometimes  «ish  that  from  the  jargon  of 
these  discussions  we  could  banish  that 
expression  altogether.  There  is  no  such 
thing.  The  Cowper-Temple  clause  is,  as 
has  been  said  this  afternoon,  a  series  of 
negations.  You  tell  us  that  the  great 
body  of  the  parents  of  this  country  are 
content  with  it.  Give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  telling  you  whether  they  are 
contented  Aith  it  or  not.  Do  not  forget, 
that  this  denominational  teaching  may 
mean  any  thing  or  nothing,  moreover 
I  do  notthink  we  have  sufficiently  taken 
into  account  the  effect  which  is  likely  to 
be  produced  on  so-called  Cowper-Temple 
teaching    by    the     alteratioa     in    the 
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religious  atmosphere  of  the  vohmtary 
schools.  It  ia  the  contact,  the  neigh- 
bourhood, of  the  voluntary  school  tiiat 
has,  in  the  past  kept  up  the  standard  of 
religious  instruction  in  tiie  council  schools, 
and  my  fear  is  that  when  you  place  these 
transferred  schools  upon  the  same  level 
as  the  council  schools  you  may  find  that 
there  is  a  distinct  alteration  in  the  re- 
ligious atmosphere  of  Gowper  •  Temple 
teahing. 

We  are  told  that  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  is  that  there  should  be  undenomina- 
tional teaching  supplemented  by  special 
religious  teaching.  In  what  manner  is 
effect  given  to  this  principle  ?  I  take 
Clause  4.  I  for  one  feel  deep  gratitude 
to  His  Majesty's  Government  for  having 
included  Clause  4  in  the  Bill.  I  regard  it 
as  a  proof  that  there  is  somewhere  in  the 
minds  of  the  Government  a  real  desire 
that     this    undenominational     teaching 

should  be  supplemented  by  religions  teach- 
ing of  a  wholly  different  kind.  The  dis- 
covery of  this  clause  in  the  Bill  is  like  the 
discovery  of  a  single  bone  of  an  extinct 
animal,  which  enables  our  palraontologists 
to  reconstruct  the  skeleton  of  the  whole 
animal,  and  I  feel  myself  able,  with  that 
clause  in  my  hand,  to  picture  the  kind  of 
Bill  which  might,  perhaps,  have  been  pro- 
duced to  Parliament  if  the  original  framers 
of  it  had  been  allowed  to  pursue  their 
object  consistently,  and  as  they  would 
have  desired  to  pursue  it.  Clause  4,  at  any 
rate,  has  this  great  merit.  It  admits  in 
theory  the  establishment  of  denomina- 
tional schools  maintained  by  public  funds,  - 
manned  ty  teachers  giving  denomina- 
tional instruction,  who  shall  be  appointed 
for  their  fitness  to  teach.  And  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  Minister  for  Educa- 
tion really  believes  that  these  advantages 
were  going  to  be  given  in  full  measure  to 
those  who  desired  them  ;  for  do  not  let  us 
forget  his  memorable  statement  to  the 
Jewish  deputation  when  he  told  them 
that  the  clause  might  require  strengthen- 
ing, but  that  its  intention  was  that  schools 
wUch  came  within  its  conditions  should 
be  carried  on  just  as  they  are  now. 

The  full  application  of  the  principles  he 
then  set  forth  might  have  been  the  means 
of  saving  denominational  instruction,  but 
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the  Bill  falls  very  far  shoit  of  fulfilling 
the  expectations  held  out  by  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman.  We  have  the 
arbitrary  geographical  limit  within  which 
the  clause  may  operate,  the  complex 
and  irritating  procedure,  and  the  futile 
appeal.  Is  it  really  exaggeration  to 
say  that  the  luckless  persons  who 
desire  to  obtain  these  extended  facili- 
ties win  have  to  run  a  kind  of  obstacle 
race,  in  which  they  will  have  to  surmount 
all  the  barbed  wire  entanglements  with 
which  the  facilities  are  surrounded,  at 
the  end  of  which — and  this  is  the  pathetic 
thing — they  may  find  themselves  put  off 
by  admission  to  the  proud  position  of  a 
State-aided  school?  And  what  does 
that  mean  %  State  aid  schools  means 
short  commons,  and  that  is  the  ultimate 
fate  of  any  of  those  schools  which  may 
have  the  misfortune  of  having  to  negotiate 
with  a  perverse  local  authority.  I  am 
not  so  impressed  with  the  infallibility 
of  local  authorities  as  to  believe  that  no 
such  thing  as  a  perverse  local  authority 
is  to  be  found ;  and,  if  the  local  authority 
is  indeed  perverse,  it  will  have  the  double 
satisfaction  of  relegating  the  school  to  the 
position  of  a  State-aided  school  and  keep- 
ing a  certain  amount  of  rates  in  its  own 
pocket. 

Then  facilities  are  to  be  given  to  other 
schools  under  Clause  3,  and  it  is  on 
this  clause  that  Church  of  England 
schools  obviously  have  to  rely.  What 
is  the  logical,  what  is  the  liberal  principle 
on  which  we  should  expect  these  schools 
to  be  dealt  with  ?  Is  it  not  that  the 
-wishes  of  the  majority  should  prevail  and 
that  the  utmost  consideration  should  be 
shown  to  those  who  are  in  a  minority  ? 
The  Bill,  no  doubt,  holds  out  the  expect. - 
tion  of  ordinary  facOities  to  schools  of  this 
class ;  but  let  me  point  out  how  illusory 
these  facilities  are.  To  begin  with,  if  the 
local  authority  does  not  apply  to  take  over 
a  school,  away  go  the  ordinary  facilities 
a6  initio.  Then  we  want  to  know  what 
are  these  facilities  1  There  is  no  defini- 
tion of  them  in  the  Bill.  We  are  con- 
tinually referred  back  to  these  ^cilities. 
I  am  reminded  of  the  military  debate 
we  had  here  the  other  night.  When 
noble  Lords  opposite  were  told  they  were 
diminishing  the  Army,  they  said — 
"Oh,  but  look  at  the  number  of  men 
yoo  are  to  be  given  on  a  Militia  basis." 
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But  no  one  told  us  what  this  Militia 
basis  was,  and  in  the  same  way  no  one 
has  told  us  what  these  facilities  are  to  be. 
All  we  are  told  is  what  these  facihties 
are  not.  We  know  that  the  religious 
instruction  to  be  given  under  them 
is  not  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
rates,  that  it  must  not  be  given  by  the 
teacher  or  on  more  than  two  days  a 
week,  and  also  that  it  must  be  given  under 
the  absolute  control  of  the  local  authority, 
which  is  free  apparently  to  subtract  from 
this  unknown  quantity  as  much  or  little 
as  it  pleases. 

What  I  have  said  has  reference  to 
what  are  called  transferred  schools ', 
but  what  of  the  other  provided  schools, 
those  which  are  usually  described  s* 
council  schools  "i  In  a  speech  delivraed 
early  in  the  year  the  Minister  for  Educa- 
tion used  language  which  was  certainly 
interpreted  by  all  who  read  it  as  holding 
out  the  expectation  that  these  ordinary 
facilities  would  be  given,  not  only  in  the 
transferred  schools,  but  also  in  all  por- 
vided  schools,  that  is,  including  council 
schools.  I  freely  admit  I  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  transferred  schools  and 
council  schools,  and  I  do  so  because,  if 
you  had  left  the  transferred  schools 
alone  and  left  them  in  possession  of  a 
due  amount  of  denominational  and 
religious  teaching,  you  would  have  had 
a  very  good  case  for  not  disturbing  the 
ttattu  quo  of  the  council  schools.  But,. 
if  you  are  going  to  place  the  whole  c^ 
the  schools  on  more  or  less  one  dead  level, 
we  have  a  right  to  ask  whether  you  are 
going  to  do  anything  in  the  case  of 
council  schools  to  redress  the  balance  and 
set  right  the  injustice  you  have  done  in 
the  case  of  the  transferred  schools. 


To  sum  up  the  question  of  facilities,' 
does  it  not  come  to  this,  that  in  the  end 
the  urban  schools  have  the  dismal  pros- 
pect of  being  driven  into  the  position 
of  State-aided  schools,  that  the  rural 
volmitary  schools,  the  transferred  schools, 
may,  under  this  Bill,  be  cheated  at  th& 
outset  of  the  privileges  to  which  they  are 
entitled,  and  that  the  only  class  of  schools 
which  is  left  alone  and  allowed  to  retainr 
the  gtatua  quo  are  the  council  schools  ? 
Whatever  you  may  think  of  that,  it 
is  not  even-handed  treatment. 
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With  regard  to  the  questionjof  teachers, 
we  are  told  that  the  essence  of  this  Bill 
is  to  abolish  tests  for  teachers.  So  far 
as  I  am  aware,  at  this  moment  there 
are  no  tests  for  teachers.  I  do  not  know 
of  any ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  do  not 
think  any  of  us  desire  that  the  profession 
of  teacher  should  be  a  close  profession ; 
but  is  that  any  reason  why  a  teacher 
should  be  allowed  to  teach  a  subject 
of  which  he  is  ignorant,  and  which  he  is 
incompetent  to  teach  ?  We  have  abolished 
tests  for  the  Universities,  but  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  when  the  authorities  of  a 
college  desire  to  appoint  a  teacher  in 
a  particular  subject,  they  do  not  select 
a  man  who  is  thoroughly  competent 
to  teach  that  subject.  There  is  a  very 
remarkable  divergence  of  views  between 
the  statements  that  have  been  made 
upon  this  point  by  different  members 
of  His  Majesty's  Government.  In  the 
first  place,  in  the  speech  to  the  Jewish 
deputation,  Mr.  Birrell,  after  the  passage 
which  I  have  already  quoted,  went  on  to 
say — 

"The  intention  of  the  olanse  certainly  is 
that  the  teachers  shoold  remain  the  same  as 
thejr  are,  those  who  are  most  qualified  to  give 
the  particular  religious  instruction  which  has 
hitherto  been  given  in  the  schools." 

In  the  latest  debates  in  the  House 
of  Commons  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer used  these  wordsr— 

"  In  the  next  place,  no  teaoher  appointed  and 
paid  by  the  State  is  to  be  appointed  hereatter 
snbject  to  the  condition  that  he  is  to  give  re- 
ligious teaching,  or  that  he  is  to  belong  to  any 
particular  religious  commnnion,  or  any  re- 
ligious communion  at  alL" 

If  that  view  is  to  prevail,  what  be- 
comes of  the  pledge  given  by  the  Minister 
for  Education ;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  view  of  the  Minister  for  Education 
is  to  prevail,  how  is  it  to  be  reconciled 
with  the  statement  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Excheauer  ? 

This  grievance  of  the  teachers  is  to  my 
mind  the  more  serious  because  it  is  a 
double  grievance.  It  is  a  grievance  of 
the  teachers  themselves,  and  it  is  a 
grievance  of  the  parents  whose  children 
they  teaoh.  I  cannot  conceive  a  greater 
wrong  to  do  the  parents  of  the  children 
than  to  deprive  these  children  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  taught  by  men  or 
women  who  have  been  used  to  teach 
them,  who  know  how  to  teaoh  them,  and 
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who  are  qualified  to  teach  them  in  theis 
most  solemn  and  important  subjects.  As 
to  the  teachers  themselves,  is  it  not  to  put, 
I  would  almost  say,  an  outrageom 
affront  upon  these  teachers,  these  mea 
who  have  worked  conscientiously  at  their 
profession,  who  care  about  religioiu  in- 
struction, who  know  how  essential  it  is  to 
the  whole  of  the  instruction  which  they  an 
giving  to  their  pupils,  to  say  to  them 
suddenly,  "You  may  teach  all  other 
subjects  ;  but  this,  the  most  important  sub- 
ject of  all,you  are  to  be  precluded  by  Act  of 
Parliament  from  teachmg  to  yoiu*  pupils." 

How  is  this  Bill  going  to  work  t  Ex- 
perienced and  recogiused  teaohers  are  to 
be  withdrawn,  and  then  you  are  to  bring 
in,  I  do  not  exactly  know  from  where,  a 
kind  of  emergency  man  to  undertake  t^ 
duty.  These  men  will  not  know  the  chil- 
dren, the  children  will  not  know  them.  It 
is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  when  in  tlie 
other  House  an  Amendment  was  moved 
with  the  object  of  permitting  the  teaoher 
to  remain  in  the  room  whilst  this  reUgiooa 
instruction  was  being  imparted,  that 
Amendment  was  rejected  by  His  Majesty's 
Government.  ^ 

Discouraged  though  I  am  by  the 
manner  in  which  this  question  has  been 
treated,  I  do  discern  a  ray  of  hope.  I  am 
glad  to  notice  that  in  one  clause  of  tiie 
Bill,  Clause  11,  words  have  been  inserted 
providing  that,  if  a  vacancy  arises  in  the 
oSioe  of  teacher  while  the  school-house  is 
used  under  this  section,  the  local  educa- 
tion authority  shall  in  choosing  the 
teaoher  appoint  a  teacher  who  is  willing  to 
give  the  religious  instruction  required 
under  this  section.  I  hope  we  may 
regard  that  admission  as  the  garm  of  other 
admissions  which  will  be  ungrudgingly 
accorded  to  us  at  a  future  stage  of  tike 
consideration  of  this  BilL  I  am  also 
somewhat  encouraged  by  the  speech 
made  by  my  noble  Uend  Lord  Stanley  of 
Alderley.  He  gave  us  comfort  in  this 
matter.  He  said — "  Never  mind  the  Bill, 
it  will  be  all  right;  you  will  see  the 
teachers  will  gravitate  towards  the  schools 
in  which  they  are  really  most  fitted  to 
teach.  The  local  authorities  will  naturally 
select  the  best  men."  As  my  noble  friend 
knows,  I  am  not  a  believer  in  the 
infallibility  of  local  bodies.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  my  noble  friend  may 
be    ready    to    assist    us    in 
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We  do  hope  that,  when  we  come  to  disooas 
these  points  of  detail,  thej  will  consider 
with  an  open  mind  the  proposals  which  we 
may  make,  and  that  they  will  give  us  their 
assistance  in  lemoving  the  g;iave  defects 
which  this  BiU  discloses  at  every  turn. 
In  the  meantime  we  do  not  part  with  oitr 
full  right  to  treat  the  Bill  as  it  may  seem 
to  us  fit  to  treat  it  when  the  attempt  has 
heen  made  to  amend  it,  and  when  we 
know  what  the  result  of  that  attempt  has 
been.  It  is  upon  that  distinct  under- 
standing, and  upon  that  distinct  under- 
standing alone,  that  we  agree  this  evening 
to  the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill 


giving  the  local  authorities  some  Uttle 
«ncouragement  to  be  careful  how  they 
select  teachers  for  their  schools. 

The  part  of  the  Bill  which  relat-s  to 
Wales  was  dealt  with  so  completely  by 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Cawdor  that  I  pass 
it  by.  The  Welsh  part  of  the  BiU  supplies 
what  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  dis- 
respectful if  I  describe  as  the  comic 
element  ip  this  tragedy.  I  shall  not 
follow  the  example  of  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph,  who  in  his  speech  pursued  the 
«laaiv<e  phantom  of  the  Welsh  Minister, 
«nd  dealt  with  the  attributes  it  was  once 
proposed  to  confer  upon  him.  I  almost 
wish  we  might  have  that  Minister,  and 
that  he  might  be  selected  from  the  ranks 
of  your  Lordships'  House.  I  venture  to 
a&j  that  the  right  rev.  Prelate  and  Lord 
Cawdor  would  give  him  some  extremely 
interesting  quarters  of  an  hour. 

There  is  one  other  matter  about  which 
I  wish  to  say  a  word.  It  has  hardly  been 
referred  to.  I  mean  the  question  of  the 
finance  of  this  Bill  I  suppose  it  has  not 
iteen  referred  to  on  the  ground  that  the 
question  of  privilege,  in  connection  with 
which  we  had  a  discussion  yesterday, 
deprives  us  of  all  interest  in  such 
questions.  It  is  a  matter  which  requires 
a  great  deal  of  discussion.  The  tax- 
payers' money  has  to  be  spent  for  this 
purpose,  and  we  have  not  had,  so  &r  as  I 
am  aware,  one  ounce  of  information  as  to 
the  calculation  upon  which  the  demand 
for  £1,000,000  has  been  based,  as  to  the 
general  lines  upon  which  it  is  to  be  dis- 
tributed,  or  as  to  its  sufficiency  to  meet 
the  reasonable  requirements  which  may 
be  expected  if  this  BiU  becomes  law. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  duty  of  you 
Lordships'  House  this  evening  is  plain. 
We  none  of  us,  I  believe,  desire  to  reject 
this  BiU,  bad  as  it  is,  at  any  rate  at  this 
stage.  We  cannot  entertain  the  idea  of 
passing  it  in  its  present  form.  We 
beUeve  that  it  wiU  require  not  only 
Amendment,  but  drastic  Amendment  in 
Committee,  and  we  shall  propose  such 
Amendments.  We  do  not  despair  of 
being  budymet  by  noble  Lords  opposite. 
They  have,  and  particularly  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack,  expressed 
an  earnest  desire  that  this  question  should 
be  dealt  with  in  a  spirit  of  oonsideratioa 
and  with  a  desire  to  bring  about  a  settle- 
jnent  of  a  difficult  and  thorny  question. 


The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Mar- 
quess of  Ripon)  :  My  Lords,  I  must 
in  the  first  place  express  my  satisfaction 
at  the  tone  of  the  speech  of  my  noble 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down.  He  is,  no 
doubt,  a  strong  opponent  of  many  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  and  he  has  not 
hesitated  to  express  his  opposition 
strongly  and  plainly.  He  has  given  to 
the  House  advice  which  I  may  perhaps  be 
pardoned  for  saying  u  of  a  very  sound 
description  in  regard  to  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  The  Committe 
Stage  wiU  afford  the  proper  opportunity 
for  discusing  details,  and  His  Majesty  s 
Government  wiU  then  be  prepared  to 
meet  objections  which  may  be  raised 
frankly  and,  I  hope,  fairly. 

I  do  not  think  the  provisions  of  the 
BiU  are  rightly  understood  in  many 
respects.  I  am  not  surprised  at  it.  This 
BiU,  as  my  noble  friend  has  said,  has  been 
but  a  very  short  time  in  the  hands  of 
noble  Lords,  but  it  has  been  in  their  hands 
a  day  longer  than  was  the  BiU  of  1902. 
It  has  been  my  endeavour  to  give  the 
House  the  greatest  consideration.  On 
some  of  the  points  which  have  been 
referred  to  by  my  noble  friend  I  wiU  give 
explanation  as  far  as  I  can,  but  the  eod  of 
this  debate  on  the  Second  Reading  is  not 
a  f  ivourable  time  for  detailed  explanation 
Your  Lordships  are  going  to  have  a  maoh 
longer  period  for  the  consideration  of  this 
measure  than  usuaUy  falls  to  your  lot. 
You  wiU  be  able  between  this  and  the  day 
when  the  House  wiU  meet  ag<iin  to 
consider  aU  its  provisions  in  the  fuUest 
detail,  and  when  we  come  back  re- 
freshed from  our  re^t  we  shaU  be  able  more 
fully  to  enter  into  discussion  of  them. 
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Uy  noble  friend  said  that  one  effect  of 
the  Bill  would  be  to  discredit  religious 
instruction.  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
admit  that  the  Bill  shows  any  wish  to 
discredit  reUgious  instruction  or  any 
mdifEerence  on  that  matter.  My  noble 
mend  himself  said  that  he  recognised 
gladly  that  we  were  the  opponents  of 
secular  education  and  desired  to  see 
religious  education  in  the  schools.  But 
my  noble  friend  seemed  to  think — ^and  I 
have  heard  the  remark  before  in  the  course 
of  the  debate — ^that  the  tone  of  religious 
instruction  in  provided  schools — and 
most  schools  will  be  provided  under  this 
Bill — ^would  be  lower  than  the  present 
^tandard  because  of  the  lessening  of  the 
ettent  of  denominational  education.  That 
is  a  very[subtle  argument,  but  I  venture  to 
donbt  whether  it  is  correct.  It  is  a 
statement  which  can  only  be  proved 
by  practice.  I  should  rather  have 
thought  that  if  yon  threm  increased 
responsibility  upon  local  bodies  with 
respect  to  the  giving  of  that  religious 
instrnetion  which  is  valued  by  the  people 
of  titis  country  you  would  increase  their 
interest  and  their  desire  to  make  the 
religious  instruction  real. 

It  has  been*said  that  the  parents  of  the 
children  will  not  be  content  with  what  is 
called — I  share  my  noble  friend's  dislike 
for  the  phrase — Cowper-Temple  instruc- 
tion. But  a  large  number  of  the  parents 
of  the  country  have  been  quite  content 
with  that  instruction  for  six  and  thirty 
years,  and  imtil  I  see  it  I  cannot  persuade 
myself  that  there  is  likely  to  be  any 
wide  difference  in  their  feelings  in  the 
future.  My  noble  friend  said  he  was 
grateful  to  us  for  Clause  4.  In  my 
judgment  Clause  4  is  an  essential  part 
of  die  Bill.  Without  Clause  4  it  would 
have  been  an  unjust  and  indefensible 
measure.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  making 
that  statement.  But  I  think  noble 
Lords  opposite  have  not  altogether 
grasped  the  exact  meaning  of  Clauses  4, 
5,  and  6.  When  we  get  into  Committee 
I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  show  that 
they  will  be  more  efficient  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  intended  and  will 
have  a  wider  and  more  useful  scope 
than  noble  Lords  opposite  at  present 
appear  to  think. 

With  regard  to  Clause  3,  my  noble 
friend  thought  the  facilities  there  given 
The  Mar gv  ess  ofBipon. 


should  be  extended  to  all  councfl  sofaooh. 
But  if  the  facilities  are  not  valuable 
why  extend  them  ?  If  they  are  valuable 
I  think  it  would  not  be  a  wise  st^  to 
introduoe  tiiem  into  schools  which  never 
have  been  subject  to  them  before.  Bat 
I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  one  Ijucf 
which  I  do  not  think  is  altogether  ap- 
preciated. If  your  Lordships  will  look 
at  sub-section  (5)  of  Clause  3  you  will  see 
that  it  is  there  provided  in  i^ard  to 
transferred  schools  that — 

"  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  prevent  lb* 
planting  or  reqniring  of  facilities  for  spcdal 
religions  instrnetion  in  aocordance  witn  thi> 
Act,  or  prevent  a  local  education  antbority, » 
a  condition  of  an  arrangement  made  nnder 
this  section  with  respect  to  the  use  of  th* 
schoolhoose  of  an  existing  voluntary  scbool, 
from  giving  an  undertaking  to  give  religions 
instrnetion  which  does  not  conflict  itith 
Section  U  of  the  Elementary  Education  Att, 
1870,  in  the  school-" 

There  has  been  some  discussion  upon  the 
various  syllabuses  that  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  council  schools.  They 
differed  one  from  another,  and  some  of 
them  went  far  in  the  direction  of  providing 
a  form  of  religious  instruction  that  woaU 
be  generally  acceptable.  Some  of  thes» 
syllabuses,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  met  with 
the  approval  of  the-  most  reverend  Pri- 
mate, and  I  am  anxious  that  the  most 
reverend  Primate  should  view  with  favour 
the  suggestion  that  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  those  who  transfer  their  schools  under 
that  sub-seotioii  to  make  a  bargain  as  to 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  syllabns 
which  is  to  be- used  in  the  schools  so  long 
as  it  is  consistent  witk  Section  14  of  the 
Act  of  1870. 

My  noble  friend  professes  small  con- 
fidence in  local  authorities.  I  confess 
that  I  have  a  more  extensive  oonfidenoe- 
in  them.  But  this  great  and  over- 
whehning  distrust  of  local  authorities  i» 
rather  a.  novel  doctrine  for  noble  Lords 
opposite  to  hold,  because  in  the  Act  of 
1902  they  destroyed  the  school  boaidSp 
which  had  great  and  valuable  experience, 
and  which  had  a  great  accumulation  of 
educational  knowledge,  and  they  them- 
selves delivered  over  the  management  of 
Jbhese  schools  to  the  ordinary  local 
authorities.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are' 
locd.' authorities  who,  in  this  and  in  many 
other  matters,  do  not  always  act  wisely 
and  well.  It  is  very  painful  to  me  to 
have  to  observe,  in  the  coarse  of  thia 
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debate,  that  the  local  authority  with 
•which  I  was  at  one  time  closely  connected, 
the  West  Riding  County  Council,  has 
teen  held  up  to  reprobation.  1  am  sorry 
to  say  I  cannot  defend  many  of  the  acts 
of  that  county  oounciL  I  wish  I  could 
■on  account  of  my  personal  relations  with 
it.  But  what  I  want  to  point  out  to  your 
Lordships  is  that  the  West  Riding  County 
Oounoil  protested  against  being  charged 
with  these  duties ;  they  passed  resolu- 
tions refusing  to  undertake  them,  and  it 
was  noble  Lords  opposite  who,  in  the  Act 
of  1902,  forced  these  duties  upon  them. 
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With  regard  to  the  q^uestion  of  trusts,  I 
think  my  noble  friend  is  not  quite  correct 
in  the  view  he  takes.  I  am  advised  that 
the  Commission  have  no  power  to  touch 
any  single  school  which  can  continue  to 
fulfil  its  trust.  They  will  not  be  able  to 
touch  a  ay  school  which  is  still  able  to 
carry  out  the  conditions  and  duties  of  its 
trust ;  and  when  they  do  deal  with  a 
Bchool  they  will  deal  with  it,  not  arbi- 
trarily, but  under  the  rules  and  practice 
of  the  law,  and  with  the  application  of 
the  doctrine  of  cypres.  Therefore  I J  do 
not  think  there  is  much  justification  for 
my  noble  friend's  fear  on  that  point. 

My  noble  friend  touched  on  the  ques- 
tion of  '  No  tests  for  teachers.'  In 
Clause  8  of  the  BiU  it  is  provided  that 
DO  teacher  shall  be  called  upon  to  give 
any  religious  instruction  to  which  he 
objects,  which  I  think  we  shall  all  be 
inclined  to  agree  is  just  to  him,  and 
right  to  other  people,  and  that  he  shall 
not  be  required  to  belong  to  any  par- 
ticular religious  denomination.  The 
actual  provisions  in  the  Clause  are  as 
fo'lows: — 

"  A  teacher  employed  in  a  pablic  elementary 
•cbool  bWI  not  give  any  religions  instruction 
of  a  special  cliaracter  not  permitted  under 
Section  14  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act, 
1870,  in  any  school  in  which  facilities  for  that 
instruction  are  afforded  nnder  this  Aut,  except 
where  permitted  to  do  so  by  the  local  education 
aathonty  in  cases  where  extended  facilities  are 
so  afforded.  A  teacher  employed  in  a  public 
elementary  school  shall  not  be  required  as  part 
of  his  duties  as  teacher  to  give  any  religious 
instruction,  and  shall  not  be  required  a'^  a 
«ondition  of  Us  appointment  to  subscribe  to 
any  religions  creed,  or  to  attend  or  abstain  from 
attiendlDg  any  Sunday  school  or  place  of 
religious  worship." 

With  regard  to  the  qualification  of  the 
teachers    to    gi  e   religious    instruction. 


it  is  the  obvious  and  necessary  duty 
of  the  local  authority  to  appoint  persons 
who  are  fit  to  undertake  that  duty.  As 
to  the  £1,000,000,  the  money  has  not 
yet  been,  and  will  not  at  present  be, 
allocated.  A  BiU  wiU  be  brought  in 
next  year  to  deal  with  the  subject,  and 
that,  it  seems  to  me,  wiU  be  the  occasion 
to  discuss  the  aUocation  of  the  money. 


This  is  a  BiU  which  may  be  looked 
at  in  a  variety  of  aspects.    One  of  those 
".spects,  at  aU  events,  is  the  practical 
one,  and,  if  we  look  at  it  from  that  aspect, 
we  must  take  into  account  what  are  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  Bill  has 
been  brought  forward  and  what  is  the 
position   which   His   Majesty's   Govern- 
ment   found    when    they    entered    into 
office  last  December.    In  order  to  bring 
that  matter  before  your  Lordships  more 
plainly,   it  is  necessary  that  I   should 
go  back  over  the  past  history  of  the 
education  question.    I  tender  my  most 
grateful  thanks  to  the  most  rev.  Primate 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  spoke  of  my 
share  in  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1870. 
The  pirt  I  was  privileged  to  take  in  the 
passing  of  that  measure  is  one  of  the 
matters  of  which,  in  a  long  public  career, 
I   am   most   proud.    The   principles   of 
the   Act  of   1870,   the  reil   underlying 
principles,  I  have  not  abandoned,  and 
I  am  not  tempted  to  abandon  them< 
But  what  were  those  principles  ?    The 
most  rev.  Primate  most  justly  pressed 
the  views  I  expressed  as  to  one  of  the 
main   principles   of   that   Act — namely, 
that  you  should  not  lay  aside  and  cast 
oS.  the  large  number  of  denominational 
schools    which    existed    in    every    part 
of    the    coimtry    at    that    time,    but 
should  make  use  of  them  and  supple- 
ment them   with   board   schools.     But 
that  Act — I  am  speaking  of  it   as   it 
pissed  and  not  as  it  was  brought  in — 
gave  no  assistance  to  volimtary  schools 
out  of  the  rates,  and  it  laid  down  very 
distinctly  the  principles   on  which   the 
State  made  provision  out  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  those  schools.    No  State  grant, 
it  was  laid  down,  should  be  made  in 
T<}spect  of  any  religious  teaching,   and 
no  such  grant  was  in  any  year  to  exceed 
the  income  of  the  school  for  that  year 
which  was  derived  from  voluntary  con- 
tributions,  school   fees,   or   any   source 
other  than  the  Parliamentary  grant. 
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Those  were  the  principles  on  which 
Parliament  dealt  in  1870  with  voluntary 
schools,  and  I  confess,  my  Lords,  that  I 
am  nnable  to  see  that  those  principles 
difier  very  much  from  the  spirit  of  this 
Bill  or  that  the  conditions  upon  which 
the  grant  was  given  are  alien  to  its 
provisionB.  As  the  Bill  of  1870  was 
mtroduced  it  did  contain  provisions 
by  which  grants  could  be  made  by  local 
authorities  to  denominational  schools. 
Hr.  Gladstone,  one  of  the  most  powerful 
Ministers  of  our  time,  wished  to  give 
assistance  from  the  rates  to  denomina- 
tional schools,  and  he  had  no  love  for 
a  Cowper-Temple  clause.  But  in  the 
Parliament  of  1870  he  was  forced  to  give 
up  the  notion  of  aiding  denominational 
schools  from  the  rates — though  he  gave 
in  exchange  an  increased  grant  from  the 
State — and  to  accept  from  the  hands  of 
Hr.  C!owper-Temple  that  clause  of  which 
we  have  heard  so  much  in  the  course  of 
this  debate. 

I  should  have  thought  there  were 
many  lessons  to  be  learned  from  thafr 
history,  and  many  which  might  have 
been  applied  in  1902.  The  Act  of  1870 
lasted  for  thirty-six  years.  I  am  not 
hare  to  say  that  in  that  long  period  it 
had  not  become  necessary  to  amend  il, 
but  I  do  hold  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  abandon  its  principles.  The  Act  of 
1870  was  a  compromise.  But  who  tore 
up  that  compromise  1  Who  disregarded 
the  principles  of  that  Act,  and,  casting 
aside  all  the  warnings  of  its  history,  for 
the  first  time  put  the  voluntary  schools 
on  the  rates  ?  The  Government  of  1902 
and  its  supporters.  I  do  not  believe  that 
a  greater  injury  to  the  interests  of  volun- 
tary schools,  in  which  I  have  always  felt 
and  continued  to  feel  a  deep  interest, 
could  have  been  inflicted  than  was 
inflicted  by  bringing  them  on  the  rates. 
The  late  Government  destroyed  the  Act 
of  1870  and  abandoned  its  principles, 
and  in  the  Act  of  1902  they  put  the 
voluntary  schools  upon  the  rates  and 
put  them  under  the  control,  not  of 
bodies  elected  ad  hoc,  like  the  school 
boards,  but  of  county  councils  and 
borough  coimcils  elected  for  other  pur- 
poses. That  was  their  principle  and 
their  policy.  They  disregarded  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  and  the  warning  of 
Archbishop  Temple — that  to  place  the 

The  Marquess  of  Itipon. 


voluntary  schools  on  the  rates  was  a 
step  on  the  down  grade.  And  now  they 
are  surprised  that  their  experiment  has 
failed.  I  thought  there  was,  in  the 
speech  of  the  most  rev.  Primate,  a 
slight  indication  that  he  had  somewhat 
doubted  the  wisdom  of  all  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  1902.  But  the  occupants 
of  the  ri^t  rev.  Bench  one  and  all,, 
supported  that  Bill. 

The  LOED  BISHOP  o»  HEEE- 
FOED  :  There  was  one  exception. 

*The  Marquess  of  BIPON  :  i  am 
delighted  to  hear  it.  But  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  was  the  only  exception.  There 
was  a  shade  of  regret  for  the  Ax:t  of  1870 
in  the  tone  of  the  voice  of  the  most  rev. 
Primate,  but  you  cannot  go  back  to 
1870.  You  have  introduced  a  dangerona 
system ;  you  have  put  the  denomi- 
national schools  on  the  down  grade^ 
and  you  cannot  go  back  to  a  state  of 
things  which  you  have  voluntarily  and^ 
as  I  think,  wantonly  abandoned. 

When  you  handed  over  the  adminis- 
•ration  of  afEairs  to  His  Majesty's  present 
Ministers,  what  was  the  state  of  thft 
country  ?  The  Act  of  1902  had  raised 
vehement  opposition.  It  had  disturbed 
Wales  ;  it  had  shaken  the  West  Biding: 
of  "Yorkshire ;  it  had  met  with  tie 
fiercest  opposition  from  a  united  Non- 
conformist body,  who  have  never  re- 
laxed that  strong  and  earnest  deter- 
mination with  which  they  are  accustomed 
to  work  for  anything  they  take  in  hand;. 
We  know  what  has  be^  the  result  of 
the  Greneral  Election.  The  circumstancea 
in  which  His  Majesty's  present  Govern- 
ment were  placed  were  not  of  our  own 
creation — they  were  our  damnosa  here- 
ditat ;  and  it  was  with  this  position  that; 
as  practical  men  we  had  to  deaL 

When  we  came  to  corsider  what  oourse- 
we  should  take  m  respect  oSthis  BiQ! 
the  first  question  we  had  to  deal  with 
was  whether  we  should  propose  a  systenk 
of  secular  education  or  retainlthe  pro- 
vision for  religious  education.  Our  own 
inclination,  and  what  we  believed  to  b& 
the  desire  of  the  vast  nutjority  of  thfr 
people  of  the  country,  was  to  reject  the 
secular  system.  We  determined  to  pro- 
pose a  system  of  education  hased^  upon 
religious  instruction.    It  seemed  to  as 
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that  it  must  be  a  system  tliat  would  meet 
with  wide  acceptance  among  the  people, 
and  we  fonnd  what  is  called  Oowper- 
Temple  teaching  in  operation.  It  had 
worked  well  for  thir^-six  years.  My 
noble  friend  Lord  Halifax,  for  whose 
earnest,  strennous,  and  determined  con- 
viction upon  this  subject  I  have  the 
highest  respect,  spoke  of  Cowper-Temple 
instruction  as  Unitarianism.  I  ask  my 
noble  friend  whether  he  means  to  say 
that  the  people  of  this  country  are 
Unitarians?  I  do  not  believe  it.  I 
believe  that  with  [the  form  of  religious 
instruction  which  goes  by  the  name  of 
Mr.  Cowper-Temple  the  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country  are  contoit.  I 
will  be  perfectly  frank  with  your  Lord- 
ships. It  does  not  suit  me ;  I  would  not 
allow  a  child  of  mine  to  go  to  that  in- 
struction. That  is  an  opinion  that  I 
share  with  others,  but  we  are  in  a 
mbority.  I  believe,  as  I  have  said, 
that  for  the  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  country  that  teaching  is 
so  f&t  satis&otory  ;  I  do  not  want  to 
press  the  point  further — that  it  contents 
the  parents. 

The  Cowper-Temple  clause  is  one  of 
the  most  illogical  clauses  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament  I  have  ever  known.  It 
prohibits  nothing  except  formularies  and 
the  Catechism.  Ton  may  teach  under  it 
the  infallibility  of  the  Pope  or  you  may 
teach  Unitarianism.  But  it  has  done  in 
practice  precisely  that  which  those  who 
proposed  it  intended  it  to  do.  It  has 
established  a  system  of  religious  in- 
struction which  is  known  by  the  name 
of  undenominationalism,  and  it  is  a  form 
—a  weak  and  feeble  form — of  religious 
instruotion  which  has  been  accept^  by 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  coimtry. 
Therefore  it  was  the  only  system  to  which 
we  could  turn  to  establish  a  system  of 
education  founded  upon  religious  in- 
struction and  paid  for  out  of  the  rates. 
In  1902  the  late  Government  were  ready 
enough  to  reject  the  teaching  of  the  past, 
but  Siey  left  the  Cowper-Temple  clause 
in  force  in  the  provided  schools,  and 
there  it  has  remained. 

Some  persons  out  of  doors  have 
spoken  as  if  they  had  -the  idea  that 
uiis  Cowper-Temple  teaching  was  a 
new  religion  invented  by  His  Majesty's 
Government.     Your    Lordships     know 


what  nonsense  that  is.  Tour  Lordships 
know  how  long  that  system  has  been 
in  force,  yet  there  are  some  people  wiio 
think  it  is  the  invention  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  they  have 
called  it  by  a  bad  pun  "  Birrel^on." 
Having  been  in  existence  since  1870, 
it  has  never  been  condemned  by 
the  public  opinion  of  the  country.  The 
Government  readily  admit  that  there 
were  those  who  honestly  object  to 
that  teaching.  The  Roman  Catholics 
will  not  touch  it,  and  there  are 
others  [who  take  the  same  view. 
Their  case  required  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
the  Government  have  endeavoured  to 
deal  with  it.  With  regard  to  the  single 
school  districts,  you  could  not  have  an 
arrangemoit  there  which  disregarded  the 
opinion  of  any  considerable  minority. 
We  thought  it  best  in  districts  of  that 
sort  to  maintain  the  Cowper-Temple 
teaching  with  such  facilities  as  tiie 
Act  proposes.  I  believe  that  we  were 
bound  to  regard  and  to  protect  the 
conscientious  feelings  of  Nonconformists 
in  these  districts,  and  that  is  the  reason 
why  we  have  excluded  them  from  the 
operation  of  our  other  clause.  But  in 
other  districts  we  have  provided  a  system 
which  we  hope  and  believe  will  be  found 
to  work  far  more  satisfactorily  than  some 
people  seem  to  imagine.  This  is  not  the 
time  at  which  to  discuss  these  arrange- 
ments. They  will  come  before  your 
Lordships  when  we  get  into  Committee, 
and  we  shall  then  be  able  to  examine 
them  in  detaiL 

Another  policy  of  education  is  founded 
on  the  secular  view,  and  a  secular  system 
with  facilities  for  religious  teaching  all 
round  has  been  suggested.  In  regard 
to  that  suggestion,  I  object,  first,  that 
the  all-round  facilities  plan  would  not 
be  generally  acceptable,  and,  secondly, 
that  if  it  were  adopted  there  would 
be  a  tendency  for  the  facilities  to  lapse, 
while  the  secularism  would  remain.  The 
choice  that  we  have  to  make  is  between 
a  system  of  religious  instruction  generally 
acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  people 
and  a  system  of  pure  tecularism.  I  do 
not  altogether  share  the  optimism  of  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Crewe  as  to  the  remote- 
ness of  the  danger  of  secular  education. 
Changes  in  public  opinion  are  very  rapid 
at  times,  and  the  increasing  number  ol 
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people  interested  in  education  may  get 
impatient  of  religious  disputes  and  say, 
"  A  plague  on  al  your  houses."  A 
8  cular  system  is  recommended  to  many 
on  grounds  of  logic,  simplicity,  and 
finali'y.  In  its  favour  is  being  thrown 
the  influence  of  the  Labour  Party,  and 
the  Labour  Party  have  come  to  stay  and 
-will  be  foimd  in  future  Parliaments  in 
larger  numbers  than  they  muster  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to-day.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  show  what  were  the 
oircumstances  with  which  the  Govem- 
ipent  had  to  deal.  These  circumstances 
were  not  of  the  Government's  creation. 
They  were  ciroumstances  inherited  from 
OUT  predecessors.  They  were  difficult,  I 
admit.  They  were  grave  as  regards 
the  future.  This  Bill  is  an  honest 
attempt  to  deal  with  them  on  just  and 
popular  principles,  and  as  such  I  ask 
for  it  your  Lordships'  careful  and  de- 
liberate consideration. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  • 
My  Lords,  I  think  it  would  be  convenient 
if  the  noble  Marquess  could  tell  us  on 
what  day  in  the  resumed  session  it  is 
proposed  to  take  the  Committee  stage. 

The  Marqoess  op  RIPON  :  I  have 
consulted  noble  Lords  on  both  sides  in 
the  endeavour  to  find  out  what  would  be 
most  acceptable  to  the  House  generally. 
My  proposal  is  to  put  down  the  Bill  not 
for  Tuesday,  October  23rd,  but  for 
Wednesday,  October  24th.  I  believe  it 
is  very  likely  there  will  be  some  discussion 
on  going  into  Committee. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
If  we  agree  to  that  arrangement  I  think 
it  should  be  without  prejudice  as  to  the 
day  when  the  actual  ^Committee  stage 
should  begin. 

The  Marquess  [of  RIPON  :  That 
must  depend  upon  what  passes  on  the 
Motion  to  go  into  Committee.  I  have 
just  been  informed  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  that  notice  of  an  Instruction 
on  going  into  Committee  has  been  given. 
That  may  take  some  time.  I  desire  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  House  and  to  give 
the  utmost  opportunity  for  discussing  the 

The  Marquess  of  Bipon. 
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details  of  the  measure  in  Committee, 
but  I  cannot  be  a  consenting  party  to 
unnecessary  delay. 


The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  o» 
CANTERBURY :  It  is  in  the  interest 
of  subsequent  expedition  that  I  suggest 
a  later  day  for  going  into  Committee. 
It  would  appear  that  we  might  be  obliged 
to  enter  into  discussion  of  Amendments 
on  the  Wednesday.  I  hope  that  at  least 
one  more  day  will  be  given. 


The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  The 
appeal  of  the  most  rev.  Primate  is 
entitled  to  every  consideration.  I  will 
not  propose  that  we  shall  go  into  Com- 
mittee before  Thursday,  October  25th. 
For  the  convenience  of  many  aoble 
Lords  on  both  sides  of  the  House  I  will 
propose,  when  we  meet  again  in  October, 
that  the  House  should  sit  on  Mpiidays, 
Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays, 
but  not  on  Fridays,  so  as  to  give  a  longer 
"  week-end "  to  noble  Lords  who  wish 
to  go  into  the  country. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
We  do  not  desire  to  raise  any  objection 
to  the  noble  Marquess's  proposal,  but  it 
must  be  clearly  understood  that  we  are 
not  to  be  held  bound  by  anything  that  has 
[»assed  this  evening  to  commence  the 
actual  Committee  stage  on  any  particular 
day. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Wednesday,  Octobw 
24th  next. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
(1898)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Debate  on  the  Motion  for  the  Sec(Hid 
Reading  resumed  (according  to  Order). 

Lord   RIBBLESDALE  :    My  Lords, 

I  have  obtained  the  information  which 
I  was  asked  to  get  about  this  Bill,  and 
will  give  it  to  your  Lordships.  Up  to 
the  year  1898,  Mrhen  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Act  passed,  counties  in 
Ireland  might  combine  not  only  with 
adjacent  coimties,  but  «ith  counties  <^ 
cities  and  counties  of  towns  within  their 
borders,  to  erect  or  reconstruct  bridges. 
By  the  Act  of  1898  "  counties  of  cities,*^ 
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^d  "  cotintiea  of  towns,"  treie  abolished, 
and  with  them  went  theii  po>»er  of  com- 
IblDii^  with  the  counties  of  which  they 
fonned  part  for  the  purpose  of  building 
cr  reconstructing  bridges.  In  conse- 
guence,  and  in  this  ioustance,  though 
lie  county  council  of  Kilkenny  and  the 
«oiporation  of  Kilkenny  are  anxious 
to  co-operate  in  rebuiltUng  the  bridge 
over  the  Nore,  they  cannot  do  so. 

This  Bill  simply  reconstitutes  such 
places  as  Kilkenny  city,  "  counties  of 
cities,"  so  as  to  enable  them  to  take  the 
same  advantage  of  the  Bridges  (Ireland) 
Acts  as  they  might  have  taken  before 
the  Act  of  1898  passed.  This  Bill  is 
Approved  of  by  the  Local  Government 
IBoard  for  Ireland.  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  not  responsible  for  it,  but 
approves  of  it,  and  gave  every  possible 
lainBty  for  its  passage  through  the  House 
o£  C!ommons.  I  hope  this  explanation 
will  be  considered  satisfactory  by  your 
Xiordships. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  I  suppose 
"there  is  some  reason  for  hurrying  the 
Bill  through  now.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
liocal  Government  Board  for  Ireland 
liave  proceeded  with  the  utmost  fairness 
in  the  matter,  and  in  the  circumstances 
t  ofier  no  objection  to  the  Second  Reading. 

Lord  RIBBLE3DALE  :  It  is  a  matter 
of  urgency,  because  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  wish  to  proceed  with  the  building 
■of  the  bridge. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*. 

Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  committed. 
— (Lord  RibbUsdale.) 

The  ALutquBSs  or  SALISBURY: 
I  do  think  it  is  an  objectionable  practice 
that  your  Lordships  should  be  asked  to 
-auspend  the  Stan(fing  Orders  for  a  Bill 
in  respect  of  which  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  great  urgency.  The  noble 
Lord  moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  before  it  had  been  printed.  We 
Temonstrated,  and  he  postponed  the 
Second  Reading  for  a  few  hours.  He  has 
made  a  statement  explaining  the  objects 
-of  the  Bill,  and  it  has  been  given  e 
Second  Reading.  The  noble  Lord  now 
proposes  to  hurry  the  measure  through 


all  its  remaining  stages.  That  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  very  objectionable  practice. 
If,  however,  the  noble  Lord  can  really 
assure  the  House  that  this  is  a  matter 
of  most  urgent  importance,  I  will  accept 
that  assurance  and  ofEer  no  farther 
opposition.  But  if  he  cannot  tell  us 
that  he  knows  it  to  be  urgent  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders  in  respect  of  this  Bill. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  :  As  far  aa  I 
recollect,  noble  Lords  opposite  when  tiiey 
were  in  office  did  this  a  great  deal  oftener 
than  we  are  doing  it.  Noble  Lords 
opposite  keep  asking  the  same  question. 
The  whole  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  tEicilitate 
the  construction  of  this  bridge.  It  has 
oome  up  as  an  unopposed  Bill  from  the 
House  of  Commons  with  the  support 
i)f  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  I 
think  that  is  sufficient  to  enable  us  to 
conclude  that  necessity  for  it  was  folly 
made  out. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  In  one 
respect  I  was  delighted  with  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Marquess  opposite  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  because  it  showed 
clearly  that  he  had  no  expectation  of 
coming  into  office  at  an  early  date,  because 
if  he  had  any  such  expectation  he 
certainly  would  not  have  been  so  in- 
judicious. The  erection  of  this  bridge 
Is  an -^urgent  matter,  and  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  pass  the  Bill  through 
its  remaining  stages  to-day. 

Lord  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH: 
I  am  informed  that  the  Bill  was  only 
brought  upj|to  your  Lordships'  House 
yesterday,  and  it  has  not  yet  been 
printed  and  circulated. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE :  I  chance  to 
know  this  town  from  old  association. 
The  bridge  in  question  is  a  most  difficult 
corkscrew  kind  of  bridge  that  one  has 
to  approach  with  great  hesitation  and 
with  an  earnest  hope  that  one. will  get 
over  it  safely.  I  am  told  that  the  bridge 
has  become  somewhat  more"  dilapidated 
that  when  I  knew  it,  and  that  there 
is  a  great  desire  to  begin  this  work  at 
once.  In  these  circumstances  I  think 
your  ^'.Lordships  •"  might  allow  the  Bill 
to    go    through. 
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The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
Perhaps  the  House  may  be  con- 
tent with  the  evidence  wluch  has  been 
brought  forward  by  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  (Lord  Ashbourne),  who  figures  for 
the  nonce  as  the  oldest  inhabitant  and 
has  been  able  to  give  us  a  local  opinion  of 
the  kind  for  which  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Salisbtiry  pressed  so  earnestly.  I  think 
we  were  entitled  to  be  satisfied  that  there 
was  some  urgency  about  this  measure ;  and 
but  for  that  urgency  it  would  be  a  very 
unfortunate  precedent  to  allow  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  to  be  hurried  through.  If  the 
plea  of  urgency  is  accepted,  I  think 
the  Bill  might  be  allowed  to  go  through. 

On  Question,  Committee  negatived : 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended) :  Bill  read  3*, 
and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
Debate  on  the  Motion,  "  That  the  Third 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee  be 
received"  resumed  (according  to  Order). 

The  Eael  op  ONSLOW  :  In  deference 
to  the  wishes  of  noble  Lords  opposite  I 
beg  to  withdraw  my  previous  Motion  and 
to  move  that  the  consideration  of  para- 
graph 4,  which  deals  with  the  Gentleman 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  be  adjourned 
and  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  rest 
of  the  Report. 

LoBD  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
think  it  is  an  unfortunate  arrangement 
that  the  meeting  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  this  question  should  have  been  put 
ofi  till  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  present 
sittings,  and  that  then  the  hour  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  should  have 
been  changed  on  what  I  am  bound  to  say 
was  insufficient  notice.  There  is  no  reason 
that  I  know  of  why  the  great  proportion 
of  this  Report  should  not  have  been 
settled  a  fortnight  ago.  The  real  matter  of 
importance  before  us  at  the  moment,  now 
that  the  other  Question  has  been  post- 
poned, is  the  proposed  surrender  of 
certain  rooms  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
It  is  said  in  the  Report  that  in  return  for 
the  carrying  out  of  this  arrangement  the 
Office  of  Works  are  to  make  structural 
alterations  for  the  convenience  of  the 
House  of  Lords.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  this 


House  is  getting,  nothing  which  it  doc*  I 
not  possess  except  that  the  Office  of  Works 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  provide 
access  to  certain  rooms  which  belong  to 
us,  but  into  which  we  have  not  been  able 
to  get.  I  believe  those  rooms  are  ex- 
tremely high  up  ;  I  understand  they  are 
on  the  second  floor  of  this  building.  Hy 
point  is  that  we  are  giving  up  a  great 
deal  too  much  of  the  accommodaticHi 
which  belongs  to  this  House.  Earlier 
in  the  session  we  gave  up  a  very  im- 
portant room  on  the  floor  on  which  we  are 
now  sitting.  This  is  the  second  time  in 
one  session  that  we  are  asked  to  give  up 
accommodation  for  which  we  get  nothing 
in  return.  This  has  happened  in  pre- 
vious years,  and  I  enter  my  emphatio 
protest  against  this  continual  surrender 
of  the  accommodation  of  yoni  Lordships* 
House. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  I  wodd 
appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  not  to  pre» 
his  opposition  to  this  particular  pro- 
posal. I  think  there  is  some  ezcuse 
for  his  complaint  with  regard  to  th« 
change  in  the  hour  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Committee,  but  there  was  also  an 
unexpected  change  in  the  hour  on  which 
the  Home  met,  and  it  was  only  possible 
for  the  members  of  the  Committee  to  be 
iLformed  of  the  change  at  short  notice. 
The  rooms  which  are  propoeed  to  be 
given  over  to  the  House  of  Commons 
are  three  little  rooms  which  face  on  to 
the  Terrace.  They  are  little  more  than 
cellars  and  are  used  for  the  storing  of 
prpers  and  books.  These  rooms,  how- 
ever, would  be  very  convenient  tO' 
Members  of  the  Home  of  Commonr, 
bccaufe  they  are  close  to  the  kitchen 
fnd  the  proposal  is  to  throw  them  into 
one  fo  as  to  make  another  dining-roonj. 
It  would  also  be  a  great  convenience 
to  the  other  Houee  to  have  that  extra 
rccommodation  in  the  autumn.  There 
is  a  greater  demand  for  dining  accom- 
modation now  than  formerly,  end  the 
burrender  of  the  rooms  in  question  will 
be  no  loss  to  us. 

I  now  come  to  the  rooms  to  which 
we  are  to  get  access.  They  are  in  a  part 
of  the  House  which  the  librarian  used 
to  have.  The  librarian  now  has  hia 
own  sitting-room  on  the  same  floor  aa 
the   library,   and  this  HouEe  will  now 
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come  into  possesbion  of  the  rooms  above 
in  that  particular  House.  There  are 
three  rooms  which  will  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  messengers  who  will  bo 
displaced  by  this  surrender  to  the  House 
of  (Commons,  and  at  the  same  time  access 
win  be  given  to  four  or  five  rooms  above, 
into  w£ich  it  has  been  imposbible  up 
to  now  to  get.  I  agree  that  we  are  not 
getting  anything  back  from  the  Home 
of  Commons,  but  we  are  securing  further 
accommodation  for  this  Ho°ase,  and 
what  we  are  giving  up  is  not  much  uee 
to  ns.  The  First  CommisBioner  of  Works 
is  voy  anxious  to  be  able  to  begin  the 
stmctnial  alterations  at  once,  bo  that 
the  rooms  may  be  ready  by  the  time  the 
House  meets  again  in  October.  I  hope 
therefore,  your  Lordships  will  agree  to 
the  Report  in  part  as  moved. 

Thb  Eabl  of  ONSLOW :  I  might 
explain  that  the  reason  the  meeting  of 
the  Committee  was  postponed  till  so 
late  a  period,  was  that  I  was  trying  to 
ascertain  whether  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  get  from  the  House  of  Commons 
some  rooms  in  exchange  for  those  we 
were  giving  up.  The  point  was  that 
there  was  nothing  the  House  of  Commons 
had  which  this  Hotise  really  required, 
and  I  therefore  did  not  feel  justified 
in  insisting  on  the  giving  up  of  rooms 
which  the  House  of  Commons  could 
ill  afford  to  spare,  and  which  this  Hotise 
really  did  not  want.  I  thought  the 
beet  thing  in  the  interests  of  your  Lord- 
ships was  to  get  access  to  the  large  airy 
rooms  upstairs  which  have  been  re- 
ferred V, 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
I  object  to  the  claim  that  for  this  sur- 
render we  are  getting  anything  in  return. 
The  Office  of  Works  are  merely  doing 
something  which  ought  t»  ^ave  been 
done  ten  years  ago. 

Thb  Habquxss  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  think,  after  the  appeal  of  the  uoblc 
Earl  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  your 
Lordships  would  do  well  to  agree  to  the 
proposal  and  offer  no  further  opposition 
to  the  surrender  of  these  rooms.  But 
the  moral  of  this  conversation  is  that 
we  really,  should  insist  upon  being 
consulted  in  rather  better  time  whenever 
encroachments  of  this  kind — and  1  hope 
there  will  not  be  many  more — are  in 


contemplation.  Of  late  years  we  have 
surrendered  bit  by  bit  very  valuable 
accommodption,  and  I  hope  this  is  the 
last  time  a  matter  of  this  importance- 
will  be  thrown  at  our  heads  without: 
notice. 

In  Question,  Report  in  part  agreed  to, 
and  to  be  further  considered  on  Tuesday, 
the  23rd  of  October. 


COLONIAL  MARRIAGES  BILL  [H.L.].. 

Commons  Amendment  considered  (oa 
Motion),  and  agreed  to. 

Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Bill ; 
Cabs  and  Omnibuses  (Metropolis) ;  Official 
Publications,  etc. 

Message  to  the  Commons  for  copies 
of  the  Reports,  etc.,  of  the  Select  Com* 
mitteee. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Moved,   "That    the    House    do    now 
adjourn  till  To-morrow  at  Eleven  o'clock." 
— {The  Marquess  of  Rifon.) 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  r 
May  I  ask  the  noble  Marquess  what 
business  it  is  proposed  to  take  to-morrow 
morning.  There  are  one  or  two  Bills, 
notably  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill, 
in  which  certain  Amendments  have  been 
introduced  and  sent  to  the  other  House. 
Is  it  proposed  to  take  any  of  those  BiUs  f 

The  Mabquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  raised  this  Question  just  now  in  con- 
versation with  the  noble  Earl  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council,  and  I  received 
from  him  a  distinct  assurance  that  if  the 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill  came  back  to 
your  Lordships  to-morrow  without  the 
Amendment  which  your  Lordships  [in 
serted  the  other  evening,  it  would  not 
be  proceeded  with,  but  would  stand  over 
till  October. 

The  Makqdess  of  RIPON  :  I  believe 
the  House  of  Commons  will  agree  to  the 
Amendment,  but  I  quite  confirm  the 
understanding  that  has  been  come  to. 
The  only  business  to-morrow  that  t 
am  aware  of  will  be  the  Appropriation  BilL 

On  question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Honse  adjoaroed  at  ten  minate» 
past  Eight  o'clock,  till 
Tu-morrow,  Eleven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday,  3rd  August,   1906. 

The  HouM  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Gilesgate,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUC.\T10N  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL  (RELIGIOUS  TEACHING). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ; 
JFrom  Ipswich ;  and,  Nottingham ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LAND  VALUES  TAXATION,  &c., 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Greneral  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  for  alteration ; 
4o  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH     AFRICA    (CONSTITUTION    OF 

THE  TRANSVAAL  AND  ORANGE 

RIVER  COLONIES). 

Petition,  from  Cape  Colony,  for  enfran- 
chisement of  the  coloured  races;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

IX)CAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1888. 

Copy  presented,  of  Orders  made  by  the 
-vaiious  County  Councils  in  England  and 
Wales  under  Section  57  of  the  Act,  as 
■confirmed  by  the  Local  Government 
JBoard  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING  OF  WORKING  CLASSES 
ACT,    1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  Modi- 
iBcation  permitted  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  be  made  in  the  Leeds 
■^Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Order, 
1901,  and  in  the  London  (Aylesbury 
Place,  Clerkenwell,  and  Union  Buildings, 
Holbom)  Improvement  Scheme,  1899 
(by  Act] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 

MOTOR  CAR  ACTS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Begulations  made 
xmder  the  Acts ;  I.  Kingston-upon- 
Thames ;  II.  St.  Albans ;  III.  Horsham ; 
rV.  Torquay ;  V.  Southport  [by  Act] ; 
ix)  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  Proceed- 
ings by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
«nd  Technical    Instruction  for  Ireland, 


under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  for 
the  year  1905  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

HISTORICAL  MANUSCRIPrS 
(ROVAL  COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented  of  Calender  of  tiie 
Manuscripts  of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury 

Preserved    at    Hatfield    House,     Herts. 
'art  XI.   [by  Command] ;   to  lie  opoo 
the  Table. 

WINTER  ASSIZES  ACTS, 
1876  AND  1877. 

Copy  presented,  of  Seven  Orders  in 
Council  of  July  28th,  1906,  relating  to 
the  ensuing  Winter  Assizes  [by  Act]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  18fla 
Copies  presented,  of  two  Orders  in 
CouncU  of  July  28th,  1906,  entitled  the 
Brunei  Order  m  Council,  1906,  and  the 
Nigeria  Coinage  Order,  1906  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GRKENW^ICH  HOSPITAL  ACT,  1865. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of 
July  28th,  1906,  approving  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Receiver  and  Agent  for  the 
Greenwich  Estate  and  a  revision  of  the 
Salary  of  the  officer  supervising  the  staff 
of  Instructors  and  Servants  at  the  Royal 
Hospital  School,  Greenwich  [by  Act]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

COLONIAL  PROBATES  ACT,  18SSL 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
of  July  28th,  1906,  applying  certain 
provisions  of  The  Colonial  Probates  Act, 
1892,  to  Southern  Rhodesia  [by  Act]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (NATIVE  STATES  UNDER 
ADMINISTRATIVE  CONTROL  OF 
POLITICAL  AGENTS). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  1st  August ;  Mr.  Mortoti\ ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  317.) 

NAVY  (COURTS  MARTIAL) 
Copy  presented,  ofi  Return  of  the 
Number  of  Courts  Martial  held  and 
Summary  Punishments  inflicted  t^doring 
the  year  1905  [by^j  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

NAVY  (HEALTH).  * 
Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Report 
of  the  Health  of  the  Navy  for  thejyew 
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1905  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  318.) 

CASUALITIRS  TO  SHIPS  ON  THE  NAVY 
LIST. 

Ketum  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  1st  May ;  Mr.  Bellairs] ;  to  lie 
opon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  319.) 

STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT  (FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Abstract 
for  the  principal  and  other  Foreign 
Coontries  in  each  year  from  1894  to 
1903-4  (Thirty  -  second  Number)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOILER  EXPLOSIONS  ACTS   1882   AND 
1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  upon 
the  working  of  the  Boiler  Explosions 
Acts,  1882  and  1890,  with  Appendices 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894 
(VESSELS  DETAINED). 

Copy  presented,  of  Eietum  of  all  ships 
orderod  oy  the  Board  of  Trade  or  its 
Officers  during  the  period  from  July  Ist, 
1905,  to  June  30th,  1906,  to  be  pro- 
visionally detained  as  unsafe  together 
with  Summaries,  etc.  [by  Command]'; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOSS  OF  LIFE  AT  SEA. 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  showing  the 
livfs  lost  by  Wreck,  Drowning,  or  other 
accidents  in  British  sea-going  Merchant 
Shipe  registered  in  the  United  Kingdom 
dormg  the  years  1894  to  1905,  inclusive 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WEST  INDIAN  ISLANDS  (EXPORTERS). 
Betum  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  31  st  July;  Mr.  Essex];  to  lie 
opon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  (No. 
320.) 


COAL  TABLES,  1905. 
Copy  ordered,  "of  Statistical  Tables- 
relating  to  the  production,  consumption^ 
and  imports  and  exports  of  Coal  in  the 
British  Empire  and  the  principal  Foreiga 
Countries  m  each  year  from  1883  to 
1905,  as  far  as  the  particulars  can  be 
stated ;  together  with  Statements  showing 
the  production  of  Lignite  and  Petroleunx 
in  the  principal  producing  countries  for  a 
series  of  years  (m  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  295,  of  Session 
igOS).'"— (i/^.  Llayd-Oeorge.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  npon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  print^     (No.  321.) 

IRON  AND  STEEL,  1906. 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Memorandum  and 
Statistical  Tables  showing  the  production 
and  consumption  of  Iron  Ore  and  Pig 
Iron,  and  the  production  of  Steel  in  the' 
United  Kingdom  and  the  principal 
Foreign  Countries  in  recent  years,  and 
the  Imports  and  Exports  of  certain  classes- 
of  Iron  and  Steel  Manufactures  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No, 
296,  of  Session  1905)."— JIfr,  Uoyd- 
George.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and   to  be  printed.  (No.  322.^ 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING,  190C. 
Copy  ordered,  "  of  Tables  showing  the 

?rogres8  of  Merchant  Shipping  in  the 
Fnited     Kingdom    and     the     principal 
Maritime  Countries." — (Mr.  Lloya-George.y 
Copy    presented    accordingly ;  to    lie 
upon    the    Table,    and   to    be   printed.. 
(No.  323.) 

METROPOLITAN  BOROUGH  COUNCILS- 
(BILLS  IN  PARLIAMENT). 
Return  ordered,  "  of  expenses  incurred 
by  each  Metropolitan  Borough  Council  in 
each  financial  year  since  the  constitution' 
of  the  Council,  in  promoting  or  opposing. 
Bills  in  Parliament,  including  Bills  to- 
confirm  Provisional  Orders,  in  the  follow- 
ing form ; — 


Name  of 

Bletropoli- 

tan  Borough 

ConnoiL 


1 


Year  eudeJ 
3l8t  March. 


Bills  promoted  by  the 
Council. 


Titles  of 
BiUs. 


Amotut  of 
expenses 
incurred. 


Bills  opposed  by  the 
Council. 


Titles  of 
BilU. 


Amount  of 
expenses 
incurred. 


Totals  of 
Colnmns- 
4  and  0. 


Expenses  incurred  in  opposing  Bills  promoted  by  the  London  County  Council 
being  distinguished." — (Mr.  Cleland.) 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARl) 
INSPECTORS  AND  AUDITORS. 

Return  ordered,  "  of  all  Inspectors  and 
Auditors  now  in  the  service  of  the  Local 
•Government  Board,  showing  in  respect  of 
each  (1)  his  name,  (2)  date  of  appoint- 
ment, (3)  age  on  appointment,  (4) 
experience  of  local  government  or  pro- 
fessional qualification  previous  to  appoint- 
ment, (5)  present  remuneration,  (6) 
travelling  and  other  expenses  in  the  laat 
financial  year." — (Mr.  Cooper.) 

LUNATICS. 
Betum  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of 
Lunatics  chargeable  to  each  Board  of 
Guardians  or  Local  Authority  in  London 
And  Middlesex  who  are  not  irremovable 
irom  or  settled  therein,  and  who  are 
natives  of  Scotland  or  Lreland." — (Mr. 
Claude  Hay.) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Fatal 
Accidents  and  Sudden  Deaths  Inquiry 
(Scotland)  Bill;  Local  Authorities 
/Transfer  of  Treasury  Powers)  Bill; 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill ;  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amendment 
£U1,  without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to — Colonial  Marriages 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Buckhaven,  Methil,  and 
Innerleven  Burgh  Extension  Bill  [Lords] ; 
London  Squares  and  Enclosures  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendments. 

That  they  request  that  this  House  will 
be  pleased  to  communicate  to  their  Lord- 
ships copies  of  the  Reports  from  the 
Select  Commiitees  appointed  by  this 
House  in  the  present  session  of  Parliament 
on : — 1.  Education  (Provision  of  Meals) 
Bill ;  2.  Cabs  and  Omnibuses  (Metropolis) ; 
3.  OfiScial  Publications,  etc.,  together 
with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committees 
and  Minutes  of  Evidence. 

Lords  Message,  requesting  copies  of 
Reports  of  Select  Committees,  con- 
sidered. 

Printed  copies  to  be  communicated. 


QUES7I0JVS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED    fVITH   THE  VOTES. 


Postal  Delivery  to  Towns  on  Cambrian 
Bailwsy. 

Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 


he  has  arranged,  or  will  arrange,  for  a 
second  delivery  in  such  towns  situated 
on  the  Cambrian  Railway  as  are  at 
present  without  such  delivery,  imd  in 
which  such  delivery  is  possible  with  the 
existing  railway  service. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Bvxion.)  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  be  good  enough  to 
give  me  the  names  of  the  places  to  which 
he  refers  I  will  make  inquiry  on  die 
subject. 


Lnndy  Island— Sufgested  Hubom  of 
Berbce. 

Mr.  JENKINS  (Chatham):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has 
received  a  memorial  praying  that  Lundy 
Island  should  be  purchased,  with  a  view 
to  converting  it  into  a  harbour  of  refuge 
and  a  naval  base  for  the  protection  of  t£e 
Bristol  Channel ;  and  what  action  he 
proposes  taking  in  connection  therewith. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Sobartton.) 
Such  a  letter  has  been  received  from  a 
Welsh  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  will  be 
duly  considered  by  the  Department.  Aa 
at  present  advised,  however,  the  Admir- 
alty have  no  intention  of  porchaaing 
Lundy  Island. 

Vacant  Judgeship  in  Irelaiid. 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh,  N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
pending  the  passing  of  the  Judicature 
(Ireland)  Bill,  at  present  before  the 
House,  it  is  intended  to  appoint  a  new 
Judge  in  Ireland  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
at  present  existing  ;  if  so,  is  it  intended 
to  do  so  before  the  commencement  of  Uie 
autumn  session  of  the  House. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  have  not 
been  able  to  devote  time  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  and  have  no  statement 
to  make  regarding  it. 

Chinese  Customs  Administration. 
Mr.  REES :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
assurances  given  by  the  GK>vemment  of 
China  to  the  British  Legation  at  Peking 
to  the  effect  that  no  change  would  Iw 
made  in  the  methods  of  the  administra- 
tion of  Chinese  customs  have  been  carried 
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out ;  and  whether  the  resignation  of  Sir 
Itobert  Hart  is  due  to  any  failure  to 
«arry  out  such  assurances. 

^(Atutvered  hy  Seeretai-y  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  Mr.  Carnegie,  His  Majesty's 
Charge  d' Affaires  at  Peking,  has  informed 
us  of  the  new  instructions  to  the  Inspector 
Oeneral  of  Customs.  They  do  not  appear 
to  be  contrary  to  the  assurances  given 
l>y  the  Chinese  Gk>verament,  that  the 
actual  administration  of  the  Customs  will 
■continue  as  before.  But  I  am  inquiring 
as  to  whether  this  has  been  made  quite 
■clear.  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
■a.0  reason  to  believe  that  the  report  of 
the  intended  resignation  of  Sir  iiobert 
Hart  is  correct. 

Land  Oommission  Methodi. 
Mr.  DODD  (Tyrone,  N.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  remarks  of  Lord  Justice 
Fitzgibbon  in  the  case  of  Kee  versus 
Doherty,  at  the  Tyrone  assizes,  with 
reference  to  the  purchase  of  the  Sinclair 
Holyhill  Estate ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  learned  Judge  animadverted  on  the 
methods  of  the  Land  Commission,  and 
described  as  lamentable  that  the  Land 
Commission  should  adopt  extraordin- 
ary forms,  creating  confusion  and 
litigation,  and  whilst  anxious  about 
the  rights  of  the  landlords  should 
he  abeolutuly  silent  about  the  rights  of 
the  tenants ;  and  what  steps  he  proposes 
to  take  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  such 
proceedings. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Bryee.)  I  have  seen 
a  newspaper  report  of  the  remarks  of 
Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbon  in  the  case 
referred  to,  but  have  no  information 
whether  the  Report  is  accurate.  Accord- 
ing to  this  Report  the  learned  Judge 
commented  on  the  action  of  the  Land 
Commission  in  the  matter  of  mineral 
rights  and  sporting  rights  and  thought 
that  the  turbary  and  free  rights  of  the 
tenants  had  been  in  this  particular 
instance  insufficiently  safeguarded.  I 
have  not  had  time  since  notice  of  the 
<2uestion  ^as  given,  to  obtain  the  obser- 
vations of  the  Land  Commission  on  the 
matter,  and  it  would,  therefore,  not  be 
right  for  me  to  offer  any  comments  on 
the  case.  The  matter  has  not  escaped 
their  attention,  and  is  being  specially 


inquired  into  by  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner. I  may,  however,  say  that  the 
Government  have  no  power  to  interfere 
with  the  judicial  action  of  the  Land 
Commission. 

Imprisonmant  of  Men  at  Bnenos  Ayres. 
Mr.  J,  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Mid- 
dlesbrough) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  AflFairs  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  imprisonment  at  the 
Port  of  Buenos  Ayres  of  Frank  Murphy, 
John  White,  John  Green,  Thomas  White, 
and  John  Macdooald,  on  the  charge  of 
striking  and  firing  stones  on  a  policeman ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  men  state 
they  are  not  guilty  of  the  act  and  that  they 
have  been  detained  four  months  in  prison 
awaiting  their  trial,  during  which  time 
they  have  had  no  beds  or  change  of 
clothes ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
men's  condition  he  will  inquire  into 
their  statement  that  they  have  written 
letters  to  the  English  Consul  but  hava 
received  no  assistince,  and  seeing  that 
the  German,  who  i^  a  prisoner,  communi- 
cated with  the  German  Consul,  who  im- 
mediately took  steps  to  see  that  he  was 
properly  provided  with  clothing  and  food, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  with  a  view  of 
having  the  trial  of  these  men  expedited. 

(Annoered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edwvrd 
Grey.)  The  matter  was  brought  to  my 
notice  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  His 
Majesty's  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Buenos 
Ayres  was  at  once  instructed  by  telegraph 
to  make  inquiries. 

Seat  of  Qovemment  in  Uganda. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  To  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  of  the  s  de  of  GU)vem- 
ment  House  at  Entebbe,  the  ravages  of 
sleeping  sickness,  the  insufficiency  of  the 
water  supply,  fever,  and  the  general 
unsuitability  of  the  district  adjoining  the 
lake,  he  will,  before  expending  public 
money  in  the  erection  of  a  new  Govern- 
ment House,  consider  the  advisability 
of  removing  the  seat  of  government, 
temporarily  at  any  rate,  to  the  lOimpala 
district,  where  the  tsetse  fly  and  sleeiung 
sickness  are  unknown;  and  if  he  will, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  East 
Africa  and  Uganda  Protectorates,  en- 
deavour to  pay,  himself,  a  visit  to  the 
country. 
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(A-aswered  hij  Mr.  VhurchUl.)  With 
regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  I  would  refer  him  to 
the  reply  which  I  gave  to  his 'Question 
of  the  19th  July.  The  Secretary  of  State 
is  communicating  with  the  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  Uganda  and  Dr.  Moffat  on 
the  question  of  the  desirabflity  of 
removing  the  seat  of  government  in 
Uganda  to  Kampala,  and  when  their 
replies  have  been  received  the  whole 
matter  will  be  carefully  considered  in 
consultation  with  the  Commissioner. 
With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question,  I  should  particu- 
larly desire  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  East 
Africa  and  Uganda  Protectorates  if  the 
Secretary  of  State  were  to  consider  that 
I  could  be  spared  from  my  duties  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  But  in  view  of  the 
occurrence  of  an  Autumn  Session  I  fear 
my  wish  is  hardly  likely  to  be  realised 
this  year. 

Agricultural  Experiments  at  Nairobi  and 
NalTasha. 

Sib  C.  hill  (Shrewsbury) :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  view  of  the  agri- 
cultural interest  attaching  to  the  records 
of  the  experiments  in  live  stock  and 
agriculture  at  the  Qovemment  farms  at 
Nairobi  and  Naivasha,  he  will  lay  Keports 
on  them  as  annexes  to  the  Annual  Keport 
by  the  Commissioner  for  the  East  Africa 
Protectorate  for  1905-6. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churehill.)  The 
Commissioner  will  be  asked  to  furnish 
the  Reports  desired,  and  they  will  be 
laid  accordingly. 

Secondary  and  Technical  Schoolfl  in 
Scotland. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty^ :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  recently  issued  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion in  Scotland  shows  that  109  schools 
undertake  secondary  and  technical  educa- 
tion, will  he  state  where  these  schools 
are  respectively  situated,  distinguishing 
higher  class  public  schools  from  endowed 
schools  and  schools  under  voluntary 
managers. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  A  complete 
list  of  the  109  schools  referred  to  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  in  Scotland  will  be  found  on 


pages  38  and  39  of  the  Report  on 
Secondary  Education  (Scotland)  for  the 
year  1905  [Cd.  2793].  Pages  30-37  of 
the  same  Report  contain  statements  of 
the  income,  expenditure,  and  liabiKties 
of  each  of  these  schools  which  is  in 
receipt  of  a  grant  from  the  Department. 
Schools  under  the  management  of  school 
boards  occupy  pages  30-35.  Schools 
under  the  management  of  authorities 
other  than  school  boards  are  given  on 
pages  36  and  37. 

Trawling  in  Moray  Firth. 
Mr  WEIR :  To  ask  the  Secretary  ioc 
Scotland  if  he  will  state  for  what  period 
H.M.S.  "Ringdove"  has  patrolled  the 
Morav  Firth,  uie  number  of  cases  of  illegal 
trawhng  reported  by  her  commander,  tuod 
the  number  of  convictions  secured. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Sindair.)  H.M.S. 
"Ringdove"  has  patrolled  the  Moray 
Firth  since  14th  February  last,  but  her 
commander  has  not  reportied  any  cases  of 
Ulegal  trawling  since  tnat  date. 

Housing  Cattle  in  Croften'  DwellingB  is 
Lewis. 

Mr.  WEIR :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
August  2nd,  1905,  the  Lewis  District 
Committee  issued  an  order  requiring 
crofters  and  others  who  house  cattle  in 
their  dwellings  to  separate  the  cattle 
from  the  living  rooms  by  a  substantial 
partition  wall ;  and  will  he  state  in  how 
many  instances  effect  has  been  given  to 
the  order. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  am 
informed  that  about  100  houses  have 
been  altered  in  accordance  with  the  terma 
of  the  notice  referred  to  by  the  han> 
Member. 

Worsthome  Council  SehooL 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Educational  Committee  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Councfl  to  close  the  councO 
school  at  Worsthorne  and  to  extend  a 
denominational  school  in  the  same  area ;. 
and  whether  -such  a  proceeding  will 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 
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{Answered  hy  Mr.  Birrell.)  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  proposal  on  the  part  of 
tbo  Eduf-ation  Committee  of  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council  of  the  nature 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  but  I 
.  may  add  that  so  lately  as  June  2nd  last 
a  site  was  approved  by  the  Board  for 
a  new  council  school. 

Oonard  Oompany  Agreament. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what 
is  the  total  approximate  sum  accruing 
(o  the  Cunard  Company  for  the  whole 
period  during  which  payments  are  due 
in  respect  of  the  two  fait  vessels  now 
building,  allowing  for  both  the  subsidy 
and  for  the  difference  between  the  rate 
of  interest  which  the  company  are  paying 
on  X2,600,000  lent  by  the  Government 
and  the  approximate  rate  of  interest  at 
which  a  limited  liability  company  can 
Iwrrow  in  the  open  market. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  McKenrm.)  Under 
the  agreement  sanctioned  by  Resolution 
of  the  House  of  Commons  on  August 
12th,  1903,  an  annual  sum  of  jC  150,000 
will  be  payable  from  Votes  to  the  Cunard 
Company,  subject  to  the  fulfilment  of 
certain  conditions.  This  payment  is  to 
run,  as  to  one  moiety,  from  the  first 
sailing  of  the  first  of  the  two  fast  vessels  : 
as  to  the  second  moiety,  as  from  the  first 
sailing  of  the  second  vessel ;  and  is  to 
continue  for  twenty  years  from  the 
latter  of  these  dates.  The  sum  to 
be  advanced  to  the  company  for  con- 
struction of  the  two  vessels  is  not 
to  exceed  £2,600,000.  The  sum  advanced 
will  be  repaid  by  the  company  in  twenty 
equal  annual  instalments,  of  which  the 
first  will  be  payable  one  year  after  the 
date  of  the  first  sailing  of  the  second 
vessel.  The  advance  will  bear  interest  at 
2J  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  one  moiety, 
from  the  date  of  sailing  of  the  first  vessel, 
on  the  other  moiety  from  the  date  of 
sailing  of  the  second  vessel.  To  enable 
my  hon.  friend's  Question  to  be  answered 
it  would  be  necessary  to  know  (1)  the 
amount  which  the  Gorornment  will 
ultimately  advance ;  (2)  the  dates  at 
which  the  future  instalments  of  advance 
will  be  made ;  and  (3)  the  rate  at  which 
a  limited  liability  company  can  borrow  in 
tho  open  market.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
commit  myself  to  an  opinion  on  the  third 
point,  and  the  other  two  arc  still  un- 
certain. 

VOL.  CLXIL  [FouKTH  Series.] 


Alleged  ^tyment  of  Waces  at  Public 
Honsea  in  Oarwff. 

Mr.  J.   H.   WILSON:    To  ask    the 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  a  complaint  made  by  Mr. 
George  H.  Lock,  tnat  numbers  of  men 
are  being  paid  their  wages  every  Saturday 
at  the  Rising  Sun  Hotel,  Cardiff; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  proprietor 
of  the  hotel  pays  the  wages  for  a  stevedore 
of  Cardiff;  and,  seeing  that  the  payment 
of  workmen's  wi^es  m  a  public-nouse  is 
a  breach  of  the  "Truck  Act,  whether  he 
can  say  what  action  he  will  take  in  the 
matter,  with  a  view  of  preventing  work- 
men's wages  being  paia  in  public-houses 
in  future. 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secrelary  Gladstone.) 
I  have  called  for  a  report  from  the  Cardiff 
police  on  the  subject,  and  am  informed 
that  the  proprietor  of  the  public-house 
has  been  seen  and  admits  that  certain 
men,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
the  house,  have  received  their  wages 
there  for  some  time  past.  It  appears, 
however,  from  the  police  report  that  they 
were  paid  by  their  ganger,  and  not  by 
the  proprietor  as  stated  in  the  question. 
The  proprietor  states  that  he  offered  no 
inducement  for  the  men  to  be  paid  at  this 
house,  and  since  his  attention  was  called 
to  the  matter  at  the  beginning  of  last 
month  the  practice  appears  to  have  ceased. 
The  practice  cleariy  involved  a  breach  of 
the  Payment  of  Wages  in  Public-Houses 
Prohibition  Act,  1883.  This  Act,  how- 
ever, is  enforced,  not  by  the  Home  Office, 
but  by  the  police,  who  report  that  no 
complaint  has  been  received  by  them  with 
regard  to  the  matter,  but  that  special 
attention  will  be  given  to  the  premises  in 
question  to  prevent  any  repetition  of  the 
offence. 

Education  Bill— Olanse  4. 
Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean):  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  tho 
general  application  of  Sub-section  4  of 
Clause  4  of  the  Education  Bill,  and  to 
confine  its  operation  to  those  urban  areas 
which  are  the  subject  of  the  offer  of 
extended  facilities  made  by  the  principal 
portions  of  Clause  4. 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sub-section 
roforred  to  will  apply  only  to  schools 
which  fulfil  the  various  conditions  of 
Clause  4. 

Honsins  Praceedings  in  Birmingham. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Finsbury,  Central) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  if  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  case  of 
the  Birmingham  Housing  Committee 
versiu  John  Roderick,  in  respect  of 
seven  houses  owned  by  the  latter  which 
had  been  represented  by  the  medical 
officer  of  health  under  Part  II.  of  The 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890,  as  being  in  a  state  so  dangerous  and 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation ;  if  he  is  aware  that 
through  several  adjournmenta  of  this 
case  by  the  magistrates  and  their  being 
unable  to  agree  as  to  the  facts  of  the 
case,  the  defendant  owner  was  enabled 
to  evade  the  proper  carrying  out  of  the 
repairs  required  oy  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity, and  that  this  action  of  the  magistrates 
has  caused  more  money  to  be  spent  in 
legal  proceedings  than  would  have 
sufficed  to  put  the  houses  in  a  thoroughly 
sanitary  condition ;  and  whether  he  in- 
tends to  take  any  administrative  action 
in  the  matter  or  to  assist  sanitary 
authorities  in  their  work  by  legislation. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  John  Bums.)  My 
attention  has  been  directed  to  a  report  of 
the  Housing  Committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Town  Council  with  respect  to  this 
case,  from  which  it  would  appear  that 
the  facts  are  substantially  as  stated  in 
the  Question.  I  have,  however,  no 
power  to  review  the  proceedings  of  the 
justices  in  such  a  case,  and  I  do  not  think 
I  could  usefully  intervene  in  the  matter. 

Poor  Bates— Proportion  dao  for 
Education. 

Mr.  REES  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  so  amend  the  law  as  to 
require  county  and  borough  councils  to 
inform  overseers  how  much  of  the  de- 
mand note  for  poor  rate  relates  to  educa- 
tion ;  and  whether  such  changes  are 
contemplated  in  regard  to  compounding 
as  will  enable  every  ratepayer  to  know 
what  payment  on  account  of  rates  is  in- 
cluded in  payment  on  account  of  rent. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  Both 
the  matters  referred  to  in  the  Question 
appear  to  me  to  be  deserving  of  con- 
sideration, but  I  do  not  contemplate  any 
immediate  legislation  with  regard  to 
them. 

Watford  Secondury  School— Loans- 
Mr.  MICKLEM  (Hertfordshire,  Wat- 
ford) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
(Government  Board  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  sanctioned  the 
raising  of  a  loan  of  j£10,000  by  the  Herts 
County  Council  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  new  secondary  school  at  Watford,  to  be 
settled  upon  denominational  trusts ;  if  so, 
whether  such  sanction  was  given  before 
the  scheme  for  the  new  school  wag 
approyed  by  the  iJoard  of  Education; 
whether  the  Loral  Government  Board 
were  aware  that  the  county  council  pro- 
posed to  charge  £5,000,  part  of  the 
£10,000,  on  the  Watford  Urban  District; 
whether  any  opportunity  was  afforded  to 
the  urban  district  council  to  place  their 
views  before  the  Local  Government 
Board ;  and,  in  the  event  of  no  such  oppor- 
tunity having  been  afforded,  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board  will  withdraw 
their  sanction  to  the  loan  until  after  s 
public  inquiry  has  been  hold,  and  the 
views  of  the  urban  district  council  ascer- 
tained. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned 
a  loan  of  £10,000  by  the  Herts  County 
Council  for  a  contribution  towards  the 
cost  of  providing  a  secondary  school  for 
girls  at  Watford.  I  understand  that  the 
school  is  subject  to  a  scheme,  that  an 
amending  scheme  has  been  proposed,  and 
that  a  public  inquiry  has  been  held  by  the 
Board  of  Education  with  regard  to  it,  hot 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  settled.  The 
question  as  to  the  parishes  to  be  charged 
with  the  cost  of  the  school  is  one  for  the 
county  council.  I  did  not  receive  any 
representations  from  the  Watford  Urban 
District  Council  on  the  subject.  The 
loan,  as  already  stated,  has  been  sanc- 
tioned, and  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  take 
any  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Oemuui  Naval  Programme- 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  to  what  year's  pro- 
gramme the  German  battleships  "  Kaiser 
Barbarossa,"  "  Schwaben,"  •'  Wettin," 
"  Preujsen,  "  "  Braunschweig, '  and 
"  Deutschland  "  belong ;  on  what  dates 
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wero  they  laid  down ;  on  what  dates 
completed  ;  and  what  time  was  occupied 
in  building  them. 


{Antwered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  following  table  gives  the  information 
desired  by  the  hon.  Member — 


Name. 

PrORiamnie. 

Date  Laid  Down. 

Date  Completed. 

rime  occupied  in 
Building. 

Yean.     Months. 

Kaiaer  Barbarossa 

1898 

August  1898 

May  1901 

2               9 

Wettin      . 

1899 

October  1899 

October  1902 

3             — 

SchMraben  .        ■        ■ 

1900 

November  1903 

December  1903 

3               1 

Braunschweig    • 

1901 

October  1901 

September  1904 

2              11 

Prenssen    • 

1902 

Jane  1902 

July  1905 

3                1 

Dentschlaod 

1903 

May  1903 

Jane  1906 

3                 1 

British  Naval  Programme. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  to  what  year's  pro- 
grammes the  battleships  "  Albion," 
"  Montagu,"  "  Dominion,"  and  '•  New 
Zealand  "  belong ;  on  what  dates  were 


they  laid  down  ;  on  what  date  completed ; 
and  what  time  was  occupied  in  building 
them. 

{Attswered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  following  table  gives  the  information 
desired  by  the  hon.  Member — 


Name. 

Programme. 

Date  Laid  Down. 

Date  Completed. 

Time  occupied  in 
Building. 

Albion 

1896-7 

December  1896 

June  1901 

Years.  Months. 
4             7 

Montagn    • 

1899-1900 

November  1899 

July  1903 

3             8 

Dominion  • 

1901-2 

May  1902 

September  1905 

3             4 

New  Zealand 

1902-3 

February  1902 

July  1905 

2             5 

Fertilisera    and  Feeding  Stnfb  Acts— 
Begolations. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
K)  :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the 
Board,  with  a  view  to  making  the 
necessary  regulations  in  pursuance  of 
Section  4  of  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding 
Stuffs  Bill  at  the  earliest  possible  date  will 
refer  to  a  committee  of  experts  the  deter- 
mination of  the  limits  of  error  in  respect 
of  the  warranties  as  to  percentages  to  be 
stated  in  invoices  under  the  Act,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  varying  conditions 
under  which  home  manufactured  and 
foreign  imported  fertilisers  and  feeding 
stuffs  have  to  be  placed  on  the  market, 
both  as  regards  the  percentages  which 
can    be  guaranteed  and  as  regards  the 


time  necessary  for  handling  and  for 
properly  sampling  these  articles;  and 
whether,  in  framing  regulations  as  to 
sampling  articles  imdor  the  Act,  the 
Board  will  make  it  clear  that  official 
samplers  may  take  sample  >,  by  order  of 
the  local  authority  or  the  Board,  in  dis- 
tricts other  than  the  coimty  or  borough 
for  which  they  are  appointed. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Slrachey.) 
Yes,  it  is  the  intention  of  my  noble  friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  to  appoint 
committees  to  consider  and  advise  as  to 
the  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Board 
in  pursuance  of  the  Fertilisers  and  Feed- 
ing Stuffs  Bill.  The  suggestion  made  by 
my  hon.  friend  in  the  concluding  part  of 
his  Question  will  receive  our  careful 
consideration. 
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The  Oasa  of  Ex-Inspector  M'Oarthy 
(Metropolitan  Police). 

Mb.  NOLAN  (Louth,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  Ex  -  inspector  John 
M'Carthy,  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  on 
January  28th,  1904,  after  twenty-two 
and  a-half  years'  service,  was  dismissed 
on  the  unsworn  and  uncorroborated  state- 
ment of  a  street-betting  man  named  David 
Curtis ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to 
take  any  further  steps  in  the  matter,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  M'Carthy  has  swoni 
that  the  charge  made  against  him  by 
Curtis  is  absolutely  false. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone) : 
The  charges  against  Inspector  M'Carthy 
were  investigated  with  the  utmost  care  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Police,  who,  after 
giving  him  every  opportunity  for  his 
defence,camo  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
guilty  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  retain 
him  in  the  force.  This  conclusion  was 
fully  confirmed  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  in 
March,  1 905,  when  M'Carthy  brought  an 
action  for  slander  against  Curtis.  Curtis 
then  gave  his  evidence  on  oath,  and  it 
was  supported  by  the  sworn  testimony  of 
other  witnesses.  The  jury,  after  a  trial 
that  lasted  four  days,  gave  a  verdict  for 
defendant,  and  I  have  not  (he  slightest 
doubt  that  they  were  right. 

Costoms  House  Quay— Open  Space. 
LORD  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if  he  can  now  announce  his 
decision  in  respect  of  the  open  space  at 
the  Custom  House  Quay. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  The  Cor- 
poration has  been  informed  that,  as  the 
proposed  use  of  the  quay  for  fish  market 
purposes  would  interfere  with  the  work 
of  the  Custom  House  and  also  detract 
from  the  amenities  of  the  area  as  an 
open  space,  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  com- 
ply with  their  request. 

Portmacee— Sncgested  Appointmemt  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
although  the  petty  sessions  district  of 
Portmagee,  county  Kerry,  consists  of  I  he 
two  parishes  of  Prior  and  Keeleniilah, 
covering  an  area  of  over  80  square  miles, 


and  has  within  it  police  stations  at 
Ballinskelligs  and  Portmagee,  where 
petty  sessions  are  held,  there  is  not  a 
single  resident  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
that  if  a  summons  has  to  be  signed  or  a 
complaint  made  the  person  concerned  must 
go  a  distance  of  10  miles ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  general  pabtic 
are  inconvenienced  thereby,  and  that  the 
rural  district  council  has  forwarded  a 
resolution  on  the  subject  to  the  Ix>rd 
Chancellor,  steps  will  be  taken  ft>  remedy 
this  grievance  by  the  appointment  of  a 
resident  jubtice  of  the  peace. 

{Atuuered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  ■  I  have 
referred  this  Question  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, who  informs  me  that  he  is  causing 
inquiries  to  be  made  into  the  matters 
alleged  in  the  Question.  The  resolution 
of  the  rural  district  council  referred  to 
has  only  been  received  wiihin  the  last 
few  days,  and  there  has  not  been  lime  to 
complete  the  inquiries.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor informs  me  that  the  matter  will 
not  be  overlooked. 

Boorke  Cochran  Trust. 
Mr.  FETHERSTONUAUUH  :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  I»rd-Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Uie  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  etc,  ruled 
that  the  question  of  the  misapplication  or 
loss  of  the  Bourke  Cochran  trust  fund 
was  not  within  the  scope  of  their  inquiry, 
and  has  he  any  reason  to  suppose  that 
this  view  will  not  also  be  applied  to  any 
statement  on  the  subject  submitted  by 
Mr.  Bourke  Cochran's  solicitor  ;  was  any 
member  of  the  Department  a  director  of 
the  company  which  issued  the  statement 
in  its  prospectus  that  the  Sligo  Sawmills 
and  Joinery  Company,  Limited,  was 
launched  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Department,  and  was  that  statement  ever 
denied  or  repudiated  until  after  the 
public  had  taken  shares  and  lost  its 
money ;  and  will  he  take  steps  to  have 
the  whole  transaction  propeny  investi- 
gated, and  the  loss  of  the  JCIO.OOO  given 
by  Mr.  Bourke  Cochran  and  die  rest  of 
the  share  capital  explained. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  under- 
stand that  the  statement  of  Mr.  Bourke 
Cochran's  solicitor  will  be  considered  by 
the  Committee.  No  member  of  the 
Department    was    a    director     of     tha 
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company.  The  statement  in  the  pros- 
pectus, which,  as  I  have  already  informed 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  was  not 
made  with  the  authority  or  knowledge  of 
the  Department,  was  not  withdrawn  by 
them.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  state- 
meat  did  not  come  under  the  notice  of 
the  Department  until  long  after  it  was 
made,  and  all  the  money  was  invested. 
I  see  no  cause  for  any  such  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  as  is  suggested 
in  the  Question. 

Oondnet    of  OooneillorB   Uaddea    and 
O'Reilly— Dublin  Oorporation  luQuiry. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Dublin 
Corporation  on  the  11th  of  la^t  month, 
when  they  unanimously  adopted  Report 
No.  58  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  dated  30th  March,  which  met  to 
investigate  the  conduct  of  Councillor 
Anthony  Madden,  High  Sheriff  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  and  Councillor  Thomas 
O'Reiliy,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the 
Licensed  Vintners  Dublin  Association ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Madden  and 
O'Reilly,  acting  in  collusion,  appointed  a 

Brtner  of  Madden's  named  Thomas 
urphy,  afterwards  changed  on  the 
minutes  of  the  Improvements  Committee 
to  James  Murphy,  to  carry  out  the  work 
previously  done  by  a  Mrs.  Malone,  and 
that  a  sum  of  £,^  15.<).  had  been  paid  to 
Murphy  before  the  irregularity  of  the 
proceeding  had  been  discovered  by  the 
corporate  officials ;  and  will  he  say 
whether  any  stem  will  be  taken  to  remove 
Councillor  Madden,  who  was  chairman  of 
the  Paving  Committee,  from  the  office  of 
High  Sheriff  of  the  city. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bt-yce.)  I  have  no 
information  concerning  the  proceedings 
of  the  Dublin  Corporation  in  this  matter 
beyond  that  which  may  be  obtained  from 
the  newspaper  reports.  According  to 
those  reports  it  would  ap[)ear  that  the 
Corporation  have  taken  all  steps  which 
may  be  necessary  in  the  matter,  and 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any 
grounds  for  taking  the  action  suggested 
ID  the  latter  part  of  the  Question. 

County  Armagh— Employment  of  Direct 
or  Contract  Labour- 

Mr.  McKILLOP  (Armagh,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a  sworn 


inquiry  was  recently  held  by  an  inspector 
of  the  Local  Gk>vemment  Board  in  county 
Armagh  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  the  employment  of  direct  labour  or 
contract  labour ;  and,  if  so,  what  decision 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  come 
to  on  the  subject. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  The  Answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  not  yet  received  their 
inspector's  report  on  the  matter,  and  no 
decision  has,  therefore,  been  arrived  at. 

Dog  Licence!  in  County  Down- 
Mr.  McKILLOP :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
clerk  of  the  petty  sessions  of  Holyrood, 
Bangor,  ana  Newtownbreda,  county 
Down,  has  not  made  a  correct  Return  of 
the  improperly  stamped  dog  licences; 
whether  the  Return  of  the  £,i  12s. 
worth  of  dog  stamps,  and  their  destruc- 
tion, make  complete  the  stamps  pur- 
chased and  used  in  reference  to  all  the 
dogs  licensed ;  whether  the  clerk  returned 
particulars  of  licences  issued  for  dogs  for 
which  stamps  had  not  been  cancelled; 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  obtain 
particulars  of  cases  of  mistake  ;  whether 
steps  have  been  taken  to  protect  from 
prosecution  the  holders  of  licences,  in 
which  more  than  one  dog  appears,  and 
for  which  the  proper  amount  of  duty 
has  been  paid,  but  which  have  been 
improperly  stamped ;  and  whether  it  is 
usual  m  suca  matters,  when  irregularities 
are  admitted,  to  accept  the  excuse  of 
the  clerk  concerned  without  taking  steps 
to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  his  explana- 
tion. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bri/ce.)  I  beg  to 
refer  to  the  very  full  reply  given  by  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  to  the  hon. 
Members'  Question  on  this  subject  on 
20th  June.  The  registrar  of  petty 
sessions  clerks  informs  me  that  he  has 
satisfied  himself,  by  personal  investiga- 
tion on  the  spot,  that  the  clerk  of  petty 
sessions  has  correctly  accounted  for  all 
fees  received  by  him  for  dog  licences. 
The  register  of  dog  licences  shows  full 
particulars  of  the  licences  issued,  in- 
cluding the  number  of  dogs  in  each 
licence,  and  these  have  been  fully 
accounted  for.  No  prosecution  will  be 
taken     against     those     persons    whose 
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licences  were  insufficiently  stamped 
owing  to  the  accident  described  in 
answer  to  the  previous  Question. 

Engineer  Services— Checking  Measure- 
ments- 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
state  whether  any  and  what  saving 
resulted  to  the  public  through  the  visit 
made  by  the  inspector  when  checking 
certified  measurements  for  engineer  ser- 
vices in  the  Southern  Command  on  30th 
July ;  what  is  the  cost  to  the  public  for 
the  inspector's  salary,  travelling,  and 
hotel  expenses  for  this  inspection ;  and  if 
inspection  of  this  sort  is  effective,  will 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  consider 
the  advisability  of  relieving  local  officers 
of  the  trouble  and  responsibility  con- 
nected with  measurements,  leaving  it  to 
the  inspector  to  make  and  be  responsible 
for  all  measurements. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
There  is  no  information  at  the  War  Office 
in  regard  to  the  inspection  mentioned  in 
the  Question.  There  is  no  intention  of 
relieving  local  officers  of  any  of  their 
present  duties  and  responsibility. 

Yeomanry— Betum  of  Dischaiges. 
Mr.  BRODIE  (Surrey,  Reigale) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  headquarters  of  Imperial 
Yeomanry  regiments  are  required  to 
make  a  weekly  return,  under  Aimy  Form 
B  2055,  being  nominal  list  of  permanent 
staff  whose  discharges  have  been  con- 
firmed by  officers  commanding  such 
regiments ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  changes  in  permanent  staff  of 
Imperial  Yeomanry  regiments  are  very 
infrequent,  he  will  save  public  money 
and  time  by  causing  the  returns  in 
question  to  be  made  yearly  instead  of 
weekly. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
It  has  been  decided  that  this  Return 
shall  only  be  rendered  when  a  discharge 
of  a  member  of  the  permanent  staff  has 
taken  place.  Steps  are  being  taken  to 
carry  out  this  decision. 

Betnm  of  Measurements  of  Becmits- 
Mr.  BRODIE :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  what  is  the  object  of 


the  annual  Return  giving  the  measure- 
ments, etc.,  of  all  recruits,  whether  they 
pass  medical  inspection  or  not,  which  ii 
made  under  Army  Form  B  215. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
This  Return  gives  valuable  information 
as  to  the  physical  development  of  the 
recruit-giving  class,  and  aids  the  Ww 
Office  in  framing  standards  for  recruits. 
The  information  also  affords  statistics  of 
the  general  condition,  trades  and  callings 
of  those  who  offer  themselves  for  enU^ 
ment. 

Imperial  Yeomaory— (Betnm  as  to 
Becmits). 

Mr.  BRODIE :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  can  s«e 
his  way  to  substitute  an  annual  for  a 
monthly  Betum  of  recruits  for  the 
Regular  Army  now  made  by  Imperial 
Yeomanry  regiments,  seeing  that  very 
few,  if  any,  recruits  for  the  Regular 
Army  apply  to  Yeomanry  headquarters. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Seertkary  Haldane). 
It  is  essential  that  the  War  Office  should 
be  informed  monthly  of  the  work  done 
by  the  permanent  staff  of  the  Yeomanry 
regiments,  who  are  ex  officio  recruiters. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  recruits  obtained 
through  this  agency  will  be  more 
numerous  in  future. 

Imperial  Yeomanry— (Betam  of 
Expenditure). 

Mr.  BRODIE :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  in  Imperial  Yeomanry  regiments 
practically  no  money  is  expended  in 
travelling  claims,  and  not  charged  to  the 
annual  training  grants,  he  will  give 
instmctions  for  the  expenditure  Return 
of  such  moneys  to  be  made  annually 
instead  of  quarterly. 

{Answered,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Returns  of  expenditure  under  Vote  6 
are  required  to  be  rendered  quarterly 
for  the  Army  at  home  as  a  whole,  and 
to  render  these  complete  the  Returns  of 
the  expenditure  referred  to  in  the 
Question  are  required  from  the  Yeo- 
manry for  the  same  periods. 

Alleged  Attack  on  Oonnaoght  Baogera. 

Mr.   LONSDALE    (Armagh,    Mid.): 

To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
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to  an  occurrence  in  Donegal  on  Jnly  24th, 
when  a  party  of  Nationalists  attacked 
a  nomber  of  men  of  the  Connaught 
Rangers  because  they  were  wearing  the 
uniform  of  the  British  soldier,  forced 
them  upon  their  knees,  and  compelled 
them  to  curse  the  King  and  the  British 
constitution  and  promise  not  to  re-enlist 
in  the  Army  when  their  term  expired ; 
and  what  action  he  intends  to  take  to 
protect  the  soldiers  of  the  King  from 
such  treatment. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
No  information  has  reached  the  War 
OflSce  from  the  tieneral  OflScer  CJommand- 
ing-in-Chief,  Ireland,  as  to  the  alleged 
occurrence. 

lancaaliire  Soyal  Field  Artillery  Militia 
—Efficiency  in  Drill  and  Shooting. 

Major  SEELY  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  efficiency  in  drill  and  shooting 
attained  by  the  Lancashire  Koyal  Field 
Artillery  Militia  this  year,  and  the 
Beport  thereon  of  the  Inspector-General 
of  Horse  and  Field  ^otillery;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  extending  this  organisation  to  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
As  regards  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
the  Report  of  this  year's  practice  has  not 
as  yet  reached  the  War  Oifice.  As  re- 
gards the  second  part  of  the  Question, 
a  scheme  for  training  Artillery  Militia 
in  field  artillery  duties  is  being  prepared. 

Establishment  of  Bifle  Banges. 
Mb.  bees  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  Army 
Estimates  provide  for  contributions 
towu^s  the  establishment  of  rifle  ranges 
in  such  centres  as  are  conspicuously 
suitable  for  depots  of  auxiliary  forces. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Ko  contributions  towards  ranges  for 
auxilia^  forces  are  provided  for  in  the 
Army  Estimates,  but  the  War  Depart- 
ment provides  rifle  ranges  for  Militia 
and  Yeomanry,  either  by  hiring  under 
Vote  10,  or  by  the  use  of  War  Depart- 
ment ranges. 

Pnblic  Hospitals  and  Bates. 
Mr   BBODIE:    To    aak  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  can  see  his  way,  by 


legislation  or  otherwise,  to  secure  for  all 
recognised  public  hospitals  complete 
exemption  from  rates  and  taxes. 

{Answered  by  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner 
man.)  The  Question  is  one  which  raises 
many  difficulties,  and  it  will  no  doubt 
have  to  be  considered  whenever  the 
revision  of  local  taxation  is  taken  up.  In 
the  meantime  I  am  not  prepared  to  make 
any  general  statement  on  the  subject.  I 
understand  that  hospitals  are  already 
exempt  from  certain  Imperial  taxes. 

Description  of  "  Oranite  "  in  Admiralty 
Contracts. 

Sir  EDWARD  BOYLE  (Taunton): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  Board  of  Admiralty  will, 
in  all  future  contracts  involving  the 
use  of  granite,  insert  before  the  word 
granite,  the  word  British ;  and  if  not, 
will  he  say  why  this  should  not  be  done. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Bobertsan). 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  given 
on  this  point  to  a  Question  asked  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Thanet  Division  of 
Kent  on  March  3rd  last. 


Treatment  of  Orew  of  the  "Melville 
Island." 

Mr.  J.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  suffering  endured  by  the  crew  of  the 
sailing  ship  "  Melville  Island ; "  whether 
he  is  aware  that  those  men  complained  of 
being  short  of  their  allowance  of  food, 
and  that  the  men  were  placed  on  board 
of  the  vessel  at  Melbourne  by  magistrate's 
order,  which  was  afterwards  set  aside  by 
Mr.  Justice  Cossen,  Judge  of  the  High 
Courts;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
allegations  made  against  the  master  that 
he  bad  seamen  smuggled  on  board  of  his 
ship  who  had  deserted  from  a  Russian 
vessel,  he  will  cause  a  Board  of  Trade 
.inquiry  to  be  held  into  this  matter  on  the 
arrival  of  the  "  Melville  Island  "  in  this 
country. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
Board  of  Trade  have,  so  far,  no  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  case  of  which  my 
hon.  friend  refers,  but  full  inquiries  shall 
be  made  in  the  matter,  and  in  due  course 
he  shall  be  informed  of  the  result. 
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Supply  of  Jam  nnder  Admiralty 
Ck>iitract8. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  -.  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if,  in 
further  contracts  for  supply  of  jam,  due 
care  and  inspection  will  be  provided  to 
see  that  only  pure  sound  fruit  is  used. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  existing  contract  arrangements  pro- 
vide that  only  pure,  sound  fruit  shall  be 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  jam  for  the 
Admiralty,  and  the  contractors'  deliveries 
are  subject  to  a  minute  and  exhaustive 
examination  by  expert  officers  before  they 
are  accepted. 


New  Writ  for  the  C!ounty  of  Denbigh 
(Eastern  Division),  in  the  room  of  Samuel 
Moss,  esquire  (Judge  of  the  County  Court 
of  t.hester  and  North  Wales). — (Mr. 
WhUeley.) 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


The  Army  and  Political  Chitberiiisa. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  it  is  open  to  officers  and 
men  in  His  Majesty's  Army  to  take  part 
in  their  military  capacity  in  a  political 
entertainment,  organised  by  a  political 
club  for  party  purposes,  at  which  enu-r- 
tainment  a  charge  of  6d.  a  head  is  to  be 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  political  club 
in  question ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  prevent  such  a  breach  of 
regulations. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) : 
Officers  and  men  are  not  permitted  to 
participate  in  entertainments  of  the  kind 
and  under  the  conditions  mentioned,  and 
the  particular  arrangements  to  which  my 
hon.  friend  probably  refers  have  been 
cancelled. 

Mr.  MORRELL :  As  the  engagement 
referred  to  in  the  question  was  widely 
advertised  will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
see  that  equally  public  announcements 
are  made  of  its  cancellation  ? 

Mr.  haldane  :  I  think  my  Answer 
to  this  Question  will  suffice. 


Leckhampton  Hill— Seduction  of 
Sentences  on  Sioters. 

Mr.  sears  (Cheltenhan) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  considering  that  the  petition 
in  the  Leckhampton  Hill  case  has  bevn 
in  his  hands  for  eighteen  days,  and  the 
evidence  for  over  throe  weeks,  that  the 
men,  one  of  whom  took  no  part  in  the 
riot,  have  already  suffered  four  weeb 
imprisonment,  and  are  condemned  to  four 
and  six  monihs  hard  labour,  whether  he 
can  give  his  decision  thereon,  or  will  he 
do  so  before  the  House  rises  for  the 
Elecess,  or  when  will  the  decision  be  made 
known,  and  will  he  say  what  is  the  otute 
for  the  delay  which  is  taking  place  ;  is  he 
aware  that  it  is  intended  to  teat  the 
question  of  the  public  right  to  this  Hill 
in  a  higher  Court. 

Thk  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  department  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.) :  There  has  been  no 
avoidable  delay  in  dealing  with  this 
petition.  The  case  is  an  important  one 
presenting  many  features  of  difficulty, 
and  it  has  involved  correspondence  with 
the  learned  Judge  and  the  police,  besides 
the  examination  of  voluminous  documenta 
I  am  now,  however,  in  a  position  to  make 
the  statement  my  hon.  friend  desires. 
While  I  agree  with  the  learned  Judge  in 
regarding  the  offence  or  offences  of  moet 
of  the  prisoners  as  serious,  and  in  con- 
sidering that  substantial  punishment  wm 
required  to  safeguard  the  proper  obser- 
vance of  the  law,  on  a  full  review  of  all 
the  circumstances  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  requirements  of  the  case  will  be  met 
by  lees  severe  sentences  than  those  which 
were  given.  I  have  therefore  advised 
His  Majesty  that  Barrett  should  be 
released  on  this  day  week,  when  he  will 
have  served  six  weeks  in  prison,  and 
that  the  other  men  should  be  released  as 
follows : — Sparrow  after  two  montlis 
imprisonment,  Williams,  Young,  Luce, 
and  Wallace  after  three  months,  and 
Ballinger  and  Heavon  after  four  months. 

London  Oounty  Council— Expenditure  on 
Bills  in  Parliament. 
Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham> :  I  Wg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  will  grant,  as  .tn 
unopposed  Return,  a  statement  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Jjondon  County 
Council  in  promoting  and  opposing  Bilh^ 
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in  Parliament  during  each  of  the  years 
1902,  1903,  1904,  1905,  and  1906,  eati- 
mated  (in  continuation  of  the  House  of 
Lords  Return,  No.  214,  of  Session  1903). 

Thb  PBESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  I  have  no  objection 
to  giving  a  Return  on  this  subject  if 
the  hon.  Member  will  more  for  it  I 
will  communicate  with  him  later  in  the 
day  as  to  the  form  of  the  Return. 

Royal  Botanic  Oardems.  Kew- 
Mr.  SUMMEKBELL  (Sunderland): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  if  he  will 
give  a  detailed  Roturn  of  all  plants  sent 
out  to  private  establishments  from  the 
Royal  Botanic  Gardens  at  Kew,  for  the 
past  five  years,  with  those  received  in 
exchange  during  the  same  period. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  (Somer- 
setshire, S.)  :  As  I  stated  in  reply  to 
a  similar  Question  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Enfield  on  June  27th,t  the  preparation 
of  such  a  Return  would  entail  consider- 
able labour  and  expense  without  any 
corresponding  advantage,  and  my  noble 
friend  regrets  therefore  that  he  does 
not  see  his  way  to  grant  it. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  :  Then  is  there 
no  possibility  of  getting  the  information 
ajked  for  t 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Blairf  owrie  Water  Storage- 
Mr.  WILKIE  (Dundee):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
ho  is  aware  that  at  the  Blairgowrie,  Rat- 
tray, and  District  Water  Provisional 
Order  inquiry,  held  in  Edinburgh  on  July 
19th  and  20th,  the  Commissioners  passed 
the  Order,  not  only  taking  water  from, 
but  depriving  two  flax  spinning  mills  in 
Blairgowrie  of  their  storage  for  water, 
without  allowing  a  compensation  clause, 
such  as  Section  1 6  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Waterworks  Act  of  1894, 
thereby  endangering  the  employment  of 
fifty  people,  and  the  prospective  employ- 
ment of  about  some  thirty  more ;  and 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps  in 
the  matter. 


t  See  (4)  Debattt,  olix.,  935. 


Thb  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  As  my 
hon.  friend  is  aware,  the  procedure  in 
connection  with  Orders  under  the  Scottish 
Procedure  Act  of  1899  is  statutory,  and 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  is  not  con- 
stituted a  Court  of  Appeal  from  the 
decision  of  Commissioners.  I  will  look 
into  the  matter  he  refers  to,  but  I  cannot 
give  any  pledge. 

Dmmraney  (WestniMth)  Oatrags. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone) On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid.  Armagh,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  police  have  succeeded  in 
discovering  the  person  or  persons  who 
fired  shots  into  the  dwelling  of  John 
Cassell  at  Drumraney,  Westmeath,  on 
June  26th. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Bryce,  Aberdeen,  S.)  :  I 
am  informed  that  the  police  have  made 
all  possible  inquiries  into  this  case,  but 
have  so  far  not  succeeded  in  discovering 
the  offender. 


The  Oonnanght  Bangers- 
Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid.  Armagh,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  on  July  24th,  near  the 
town  of  Donegal,  a  number  of  men  of 
the  Connaught  Rangers  were  set  upon 
by  a  crowd  of  Nationalists,  who  roughly 
handled  them,  forced  them  to  kneel  and 
curse  the  King  and  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, and  promise  not  to  re-enlist  in  the 
Army  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of 
service;  whether  the  police  know  the 
perpetrators  of  this  outrage ;  and  what 
action  is  to  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  bryce  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
police  authorities  that  two  soldiers  have 
reported  that  on  July  24th,  near  the 
town  of  Donegal,  they  were  roughly 
handled  by  several  men — it  would  appear 
not  a  crowd — but  whether  these  persons 
were  Nationalists  or  not  there  is  no 
information.  One  of  the  alleged  assail- 
ants is  known,  and  proceedings  are  being 
instituted  against  him.  This  being  so, 
it  is  undesirable  that  I  should  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  the  case ;  hut,  so  far  as 
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my  information  goes,  there  is  no  founda- 
tion for  the  matters  of  fact  alleged  in  the 
Question,  beyond  the  facts  which  I  have 
already  stated. 

Sessiaghoneill  Co-operatiTe  Stores. 

Mr.  McVeigh  (Donegal,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  Mr.  M'Monagle, 
secretary  to  the  Sessiaghoneill  East 
Donegal  Co-operative  Society,  was  un- 
justly imprisoned;  whether  it  has 
transpired  that  the  shares  and  books 
which  he  refused  to  surrender  were  the 
property  of  his  own  society  and  not  of 
the  prosecutors ;  and  whether  the 
Government  will  consider  any  claim  for 
compensation  to  Mr.  M'Monagle. 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  The  prosecutions  in 
this  case,  which  occurred  last  year,  were 
not  at  the  instance  of  the  police,  but  of 
private  prosecutors.  I  have  no  .informa- 
tion whether  the  fact  is  as  stated  in  the 
second  part  of  the  Question.  I  under- 
stand that  the  defendant  has  taken  an 
action  against  the  prosecutors  for  false 
arrest,  but  has  failed.  As  at  present 
advised,  I  do  not  see  that  the  matter  is 
one  in  which  the  Government  are  called 
upon  to  intervene. 


TRADE  DISPUTES  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emhott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  2  :— 

*Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth)  moved 
an  Amendment  to  limit  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  picketing  to  "not 
more  than  three  for  each  door,  gate,  ot 
exit  of  the  houses,  works,  or  places."  He 
said  that  at  the  last  sitting  of  the  Com- 
mittee some  discussion  took  place  on  this 
topic.  This  Amendment,  while  limit- 
ing the  number  of  persons  entitled  to 
picket  on  behalf  of  a  trade  union  body, 
somewhat  enlarged  the  scope  of  their 
action.  The  Attorney-General  had  stated 
that  while  one  or  more  persons  were 
appointed  for  the  purpose  they  would 
constitute  a  small  body,while  if  50  or  100 
were  sent  it  would  amount  to  intimida- 
tion.   He  did  not  see   what  objection 


there  could  be  to  a  body  of  three  attending 
at  or  near  the  house  or  business  place  of  a 
person  from  whom  it  was  desired  to  obtain 
or  to  whom  it  was  wished  to  communicate 
information  and  whom  it  was  desirod  to 
advise  to  abstain  from  work.  Three 
persons  indeed  could  do  that  as  well  as  or 
even  better  than  a  larger  body.  Prom 
the  words  "one  or  more"  contained  in 
the  Bill  it  was  clearly  the  intention  that 
the  body  should  be  limited  in  nxunbers, 
but  as  had  been  pointed  out  by  tJie 
Attorney-Groneral  there  were  works  at 
which  there  were  a  good  many  exits,  and 
a  very  small  body  certainly  would  not 
meet  such  a  case  as  that  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Clitheroe,  where 
there  were  forty  exits.  His  Amendment 
would  cover  such  a  case,  and  he  thought 
it  desirable  to  have  such  provision  clearly 
enacted  in  the  Bill  rather  than  that  the 
number  should  have  to  be  settled  here- 
after in  the  Law  Courts. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  I,  line  13,  after  the  word  '  persons,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  bat  not  more  than  three 
for  each  door,  gate,  or  exit  of  the  hoaaei<, 
works,  or  places  after  mentionei.'" — {Mr. 
Fell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

*Thb  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir 
John  Walton,  Leeds,  S.)  said  he  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment.  The  clause 
provided  that  the  picketing  must  be 
done  "  peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable 
manner."  The  reasonableness  of  such 
a  proceeding  depended  upon  variocs 
considerations,  not  merely  the  number 
of  persons  engaged  in  it  but  such  tilings 
as  the  place, .  the  hour  of  the  day  or 
night,  the  language  used,  and  if  only  one 
of  these  considerations  was  menti<Hied 
in  the  clause  it  would  throw  into  sab- 
ordination  the  otiier  elements  which 
any  tribunal  would  have  to  consider  if 
called  upon  to  decide  whether  t^e  per- 
suasion had  been  carried  out  in  a  reason- 
able manner.  The  Amendment,  in  his 
opinion,  would  not  strengthen  the  clause, 
but  on  the  contrary  would  weaken  it. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  (Dublin  Univeraty) 
said  he  thought  that  on  a  former  occa- 
sion the  Attorney-General  pledged  him- 
self to  some  such  Amendment  as  this. 
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♦Sir  JOHN  WALTON :  I  distinctly 
declined  to  pledge  myself. 

Sib  £.  CARSON  said  that  when  this 
question  was  being  considered  the 
Attomey-Cteneral  said  he  would  consider 
by  the  Report  stage  whether  he  could 
find  words  to  meet  the  point,  where- 
upon an  hon.  Member  got  up  below  the 
gangway  and  said  he  hoped  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  not  con- 
sidei  it.  Apparently  he  had  not  con- 
sidered it. 

*Sni  JOHN  WALTON :  That  is  not  a 
feir  description  of  what  occurred.  I 
have  considered  the  point,  and  I  have 
given  my  reasons  for  not  accepting  the 
Amendment. 

Sra  E.  CARSON  said  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Oentlemaa  had  not  con- 
sidered it,  because  of  what  fell  from  an 
hon.  Member  below  the  gangway  on 
this  side  of  the  House. 

Mb.  WALTERS  (Sheffield,  Brightside) 
said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Dublin  University  had  no  right  to 
make  such  an  observation. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  :  I  have  a  right  to  say 
it,  and  I  will  not  be  stopped  from  saying  it, 
because  it  is  the  fact.  The  whole  question 
of  numbers  is  most  important,  and  that 
is  the  very  point  we  are  seeking  to  raise 
by  this  Amendment. 

Sib.  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London)  : 
Do  I  understand  the  Attorney-General 
to  say  he  has  considered  the  matter  and 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  introduce  words  defining  what 
are  reasonable  numbers  ? 

♦Sib  JOHN  WALTON  :  I  think  the 
question  whether  the  right  is  exercised  by 
a  body  of  persons  in  a  reasonable  manner 
must  involve  the  consideration  whether 
the  number  is  calculated  to  intimidate.  I 
do  not  see  how  such  an  element  can  be  ex- 
cluded, but  at  the  same  time  I  do  not 
think  it  wise  to  mention  only  one  con- 
sideration in  the  disuse  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  others,    , . 


Sib  F.  BANBURY  agreed  that  the 
Attorney-G^eneral  promised  to  consider 
whether  or  not  he  would  introduce 
certain  words.  Apparently  he  had  done 
so  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
inclusion  of  the  words  was  not  advisable. 
It  was  tiie  fact  that  an  hon.  Member 
below  the  gangway  got  up  and  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  point  would  not  be  con- 
sidered, and  hon.  Members  of  the  Op- 
position must  be  excused  if  in  view  of 
what  took  place  in  the  earUer  proceedings 
on  the  Bill  they  felt  that  the  intervention 
of  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway  had 
something  to  do  with  the  decision  arrived 
at.  But  personally  he  was  not  at  all  sure 
that  the  introduction  of  the  words  would 
meet  with  his  approval  They  might 
make  the  sense  a  little  better,  but  the 
clause  was  a  bad  one,  and  the  best  thing 
would  be  to  move  its  rejection  later  on,  as 
he  proposed  to  do.  To  amend  it  now 
as  suggested  might  prevent  them  dividing 
against  it  later  on.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
three  men  might  be  as  intimidatory  as 
fifty  if  they  had  at  their  back  the 
power  of  the  great  trade  unions.  He 
regretted  that  their  attempts  to  amend 
the  Bill  were  not  accepted  in  the  spirit 
they  should  be.  It  was  clear  from  theic 
cheers  and  attitude  that  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway  representing  the 
Independent  Labour  Party  wanted  the 
Bill  and  nothing  but  the  Bill.  He 
believed  the  passing  of  the  Bill  would  be 
bad  for  the  country,  and  that  it  would 
injure  the  hon.  Members  and  their  friends 
more  than  it  would  the  employers. 

Question  put,  and  negatived.  ; 

♦Mb.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
moved  an  Amendment  to  provide  that 
persons  engaged  in  picketing  should 
be  duly  appointed  by  and  act  on  behalf 
of  a  trade  union.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  to  regard 
capital  and  labour  as  two  separate  and 
distinct  opposing  armies  and  to  make 
rules  for  their  internal  and  external 
regulation.  The  Bill  contemplated  dis- 
putes between  trade  unions  of  workmen 
on  the  one  hand  and  employers  on  the 
other.  That  might  be  a  good  thing  or  it 
might  be  a  bad  thing,  but  he  desired  to 
exclude  from  the  conflict  purely  private 
persons  who  would  be  imder  no  discipline 
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ftnd  owing  allegiance  to  nobody,  possibly ' 
having  no  connection  in  the  world,  direct 
or  indirect,  with  the  dispute — people,  for 
instance,  like  loafers,  the  assistance  of 
whom  neither  side  could  properly  desire 
and  whose  intervention  must  often  result 
in  undeserved  anxieties  to  both.  If  the 
Government  was  determined  to  range 
capital  against  labour  in  this  way,  at 
least  let  the  actual  fighting  be  confined  to 
the  regular  soldiers  on  each  side,  and  let 
the  camp  followers  and  hangers-on  of 
each  side  be  excluded. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  Unas  13  and  14,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  acting  on  their  own  behalf  or,'  and 
insert  the  words  'duly  appointed  by  and 
acting.' "—(ilfr.  BoteUs.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  had 
several  objections  to  this  Amendment. 
In  the  first  place  the  practical  effect 
would  be  that  workmen  employed  in  the 
same  works  could  not  persuade  each  other. 
If  workmen  A  and  B  wanted  to  persuade 
workman  C  it  would  be  necessary  for  them 
to  go  first  to  the  uniob  and  be  appointed 
agents. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINC5ENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  complained  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  clause  to  prevent  such 
things  as  occurred  in  a  recent  colliery 
strike  in  France,  where  the  strikers 
followed  a  miner  to  his  house  on  his  return 
from  work  and  so  irritated  him  by  their 
conduct  that  he  shot  the  ringleader  dead. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  think  that 
question  arises  on  this  clause.    It  would 
be  covered  by  the  words — 
"  peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable  manner." 

Sib  F.  BANB^Y  said  the  Amend- 
ment would  not  prevent  workmen  from 
discussing  their  affairs  in  the  workshop, 
but  it  would  prevent  persons  other 
than  the  authorised  representatives  of  a 
trade  union  from  going  in  a  deputation 
to  the  house  of  a  workman  in  order  to 
persuade  him.  He  would  like  to  ask 
that  body  other  than  a  trade  union 
would  send    a    deputation  t     [An  Hon. 

Afr.  BowUs. 


Member  :  The  Temperance  organisa- 
tion.] Well,  he  knew  that  tempenince 
bodies  were  very  bigoted.  [''Oh,  oL"] 
[Another  Hon.  Member  :  And  the 
Tariff  Reform  League.]  He  did  not 
think  the  Tariff  Reform  League  ever  did 
such  an  unreasonable  thing.  What  they 
must  avoid  was  enabling  the  use  of 
indirect  pressure  for  which  it  would  b« 
possible  for  the  trade  union  to  escape 
responsibility. 

*SiE  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) 
reminded  the  Committee  of  what  was 
done  by  Lord  Cross's  Act  of  1875.  The 
Conservative  Government  of  that  day  did 
not  think  necessary  the  jHrecautions 
which  thirty  years  later  it  was  declared 
were  necessary. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  F.  E.  SMITH  (Liverpool, 
Walton)  moved  an  Amendment  that 
it  should  be  lawful  for  one  or  more 
persons  acting  on  their  own  behalf  or 
on  behalf  of  a  trade  union,  "  whether 
of  workmen  or  masters,"  to  attend  at 
or  near  a  house  or  place  to  obtain  or 
communicate  information  or  exercise 
peaceful  persuasion.  The  object  was 
to  extend  the  same  privilege  to  employers 
as  was  being  extended  to  workmen,  and  he 
hoped  the  Attorney-General  would  render 
discussion  on  it  unnecessary  by  at  once 
intimating  his  acceptance.  It  was  only 
consistent  that  this  should  be  done,  and 
was  undoubtedly  the  original  intention 
of  the  Bill.  Hon.  Members  below  the 
gangway  had  always  declared  that  they 
desired  nothing  better  than  that  their 
unions  should  be  placed  in  the  same 
position  as  associalions  of  masters,  and 
surely  it  was  only  'air  that  if  trade 
unions  were  to  be  allowed  to  picket 
employers  should  also  have  the  right 
in  an  industrial  dispute  to  avail  them- 
selves of  an  analogous  practice. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  I,  line  14,  after  the  word  '  nnir>n,' 
to  ini«ert  thn  words  '  whether  of  workmen  or 
masters.'"— (Vr.  F.  E.  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 
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Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  that  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment.  He 
held  that  it  was  not  needed.  He  pointed 
out  that  if  the  employers  weie  organized 
as  a  trade  union  they  came  within  the 
definition  of  "  trade  union  "  contained 
in  the  Act  of  1876,  which,  among  other 
things,  said  that  a  trade  union  was  a 
union  between  masters  and  masters. 
It  was  obvious,  therefore,  that  persons 
might  exercise  this  right  either  because 
they  choae  themselves  to  exercise  it 
or  as  a  right  belonging  to  the  men  or 
the  masters.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
Bill  to  limit  its  scope  to  unions  of 
men  or  to  confine  the  right  of  per- 
suasion to  the  representatives  of  the 
men.  A  man  might  persuade  on  behalf  of 
the  union,  and  a  man  might  also  do  so 
on  behalf  of  his  mrxstor.  That,  he 
thought,  was  abundantly  clear  on  the 
parallel  of  the  legislation  which  he  had 
mentioned. 

*Hb.  hills  (Durham)  said  he  quite 
understood  that  it  was  right  that  both 
masters  and  men  should  have  the  right 
of  persuasion.  What  he  wished  to  know, 
however,  was  whether  the  Attomey- 
Ocneral  meant  that  the  words  trade 
union  always  included  an  association 
of  employers. 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON:  Yes;  that 
ia  so  under  the  former  Act. 

'^Hr.  hills  thought  that  the  Attorney- 
General  ought  to  define  what  was  meant 
by  trade  disputes  and  trade  organisations. 
If  he  did  sO,  he  thought  that  all  parties 
would  be  satisfiad. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  did  not  think  that 
the  argument  of  the  Attorney-General 
would  hold  water.  He  thought  the 
words  "  trade  union"  might  be  held 
to  exclude  associations  of  masters.  He 
mi^t  also  point  out  that  the  Attorney- 
General  had  himself  put  into  his  new 
clause  the  words,  "trade  unions  of 
masters  and  workmen,"  and  it  appeared 
to  him  that  if  those  words  occurred  in 
the  new  clause  they  would  give  rise  to 
serious  doubt  hereafter,  because  they 
would  tend  to  show  that  it  was  not 
intended  to  throw  the  question  back 
on   the   previous   Act.    If   already   the 


term  "trade  unions"  included  associa- 
tions of  masters,  he  did  not  see  why  a 
definition  was  necessary  in  this  Bill. 
They  ought  definitely  to  settle  this 
question  of  whether  trade  uaions  in- 
cluded associations  of  employers  one 
way  or  the  other. 

Lord  R.  0£CIL  (Marylebone, 
E.)  did  not  think  the  Attorney- 
Creneral  had  considered  the  difficulty 
of  this  matter.  He  quite  agreed  that 
the  provision  that  a  trade  union 
should  not  be  liable  for  any  action  in 
tort  should,  if  such  a  revolutionary 
principle  were  introduced  at  all,  apply 
to  masters  as  well  as  men.  When, 
however,  it  oame  to  a  question  of 
peaceful  picketing  everybody  knew 
that  it  was  desirad  by  the  men  for 
the  purpose  of  exercising  pressure  upon 
those  who  were  not  members  of  their 
union,  and  he  thought  that  the  intro- 
dootion  of  this  clause  might  lead 
to  a  system  of  industrial  war  in- 
stead of  a  system  which  regularised 
the  ordinary  practice  now  prevailing. 
Up  to  the  present,  however,  it  had 
not  been  the  practice  of  the  masters 
to  picket,  in  any  sense  of  the  term. 
There  would  therefore  be  no  harm,  he 
thought,  in  inserting  the  words  of  the 
Amendment  "whether  of  workmen  or 
masters "  in  order  to  make  it  clear 
that  the  masters  were  to  be  placed  in 
the  same  position  as  the  workmen. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

■'The  chairman  suggested  that  the 
substance  of  the  decision  appeared  to 
cover  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Norwood,  which  appeared  next 
upon  the  Paper. 

Mr.  BOWLES  inquired  whether  the 
Chairman  said  that  his  Amendment 
to  insert  after  the  word  "union"  the 
words  "  or  of  an  employer "  was  out 
of  order. 

*Thb  chairman  said  he  had  not 
ruled  that  it  was  out  of  order,  but 
he  had  said  that  he  thought  that  the 
points  raised  by  it  were  practically 
th6ugh  not  technically,  disposed  of  by 
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the  decision   at  which  the  Committee 
had  just  arrived.    He  could  not,  however, 
&j  that  it  was  out  of  order. 

*Mb.  BOWLES :  Then  I  should  be 
justified  in  moving  it  ? 

♦The  chairman  :  Oh,  yes,  the  hon. 
Member  can  move  it. 

'"Mb.  BOWLES  then  moved  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  union "  the  words 
"or  of  an  employer."  He  said  that 
this  Amendment  differed  very  consider- 
ably from  that  which  had  been  just 
negatived.  It  would  be  seen  from  the 
dause  that  a  definite  legal  right  to 
p-'cket  was  conferred  upon  two  different 
classes  of  persons,  and  two  different 
classes  of  persons  only.  These  acts 
might  be  done  by  persons  who  were 
entirely  unconnected  with  the  dispute 
acting  on  their  own  behalf,  »  persons 
acting  on  behalf  of  a  trade  union, 
and  they  now  understood  that  trade 
union  included  an  association  of  masters 
as  well  as  an  association  of  workmen. 
Therefore  it  came  to  this,  that  in 
contemplation  of  or  during  a  trade 
dispute  "  picketing  "  of  the  kind  con- 
templated by  the  clause  was  only  lawful 
when  it  was  carried  on  by  persons 
acting  on  their  own  behalf,  or  by  persons 
acting  on  behalf  of  a  trade  union, 
whether  the  trade  union  was  composed 
of  men  or  masters.  This  left  out  one 
class  altogether  who  would  be  incapable 
of  taking  any  action  in  their  own 
defence.  The  clause  as  it  stood  entirely 
excluded  the  case  of  the  employer — 
probably  the  small  employer — who  did 
not  belong  to  any  association  of  employers 
at  all.  Tliat  employer  would,  if  he  were 
involved  in  a  trade  dispute,  have  no 
power  whatever  to  avail  himself  of  the 
mimunities  and  rights  conferred  by  the 
clause,  although  they  might  be  used 
against  him  in  a  most  direct  manner  by 
an  association  of  workmen.  That  was 
not  reasonable  nor  fair,  and  the  object 
of  his  Amendment  was  simply  and 
solely  to  protect  the  single  employer, 
who  was  not  a  member  of  an  association. 
He  hoped  it  would  not  be  contended  that 
under  this  Bill  every  employer  would 
have  to  combine  and  join  some 
association  of  masters.  The  notion 
that  industry  was  to  be   divided  into 

Mr.  Emmo't. 


two  great  .camps,  and  organisation 
was  to  take  the  place  of  freedom, 
was  calculated  in  the  end  to  lead  to 
industrial  anarchy.  He  held  that  in- 
dustrial disputes  did  not  differ  from  any 
other  disputes,  and  were  equally  capable 
of  being  dealt  with  by  the  ordinary  and 
equitable  laws  of  civilisation.  That  was 
not  the  object  of  the  Bill,  which  took  oat 
of  the  ordinary  equitable  laws  of  civilisa- 
tion one  set  of  disputes  and  one  set 
only,  namely,  trade  disputes.  Surely, 
then,  if  that  was  to  be  done,  the  great 
and  exceptional  immunities  and  powers 
of  the  Bill  ought  at  least  to  be  conferred 
with  an  equiJ  htuid  upon  every  person 
who  might  have  become  a  party  to  such 
a  dispute. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  Hoe  14,  after  the  worl  '  onioD,' 
to  iivert  the  words  'or  of  an  employer.'" — 
(Mr.  Bowla.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

♦Sm  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  scope 
of  this  clause  was  to  legalise  acts  of 
combination.  But  it  did  not  deal  with 
the  acts  of  individuals,  which  were 
regulated  by  the  ordinary  law.  Any 
employer  who  within  the  law  sought  to 
persuade  his  men  not  to  leave  their 
work  was  entitled  to  do  so,  and  his  case 
did  not  call  for  any  special  legislation 
in  his  favour,  because  he  had  the  rights 
of  an  ordinary  citizen. 

Me.  p.  E.  smith  thought  the  At- 
torney-General was  entirely  in  error 
when  he  said  that  the  clause  only  dealt 
with  acts  done  in  combination,  because 
it  dealt  with  the  acts  of  a  person  acting 
on  his  own  behali 

•Sib  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  had  not 
implied  that  the  words  "  a  person  acting 
on  his  own  behalf"  wonld  come  within 
the  word  "  combination."  What  he  had 
said  was  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  deal 
with  the  case  of  the  employer  who  was 
not  a  member  of  an  association  and  who 
endeavoored  to  induce  his  men  to  remain 
at  work. 

Mb.  F.  E.  smith  said  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  stated  that  the  BUI 
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dealt  only  with  the  rights  of  people  acting 
in  combination,  and  did  not  deal  with 
individuals.  But  that  was  quite  differ- 
ent from  the  construction  he  had  put 
upon  the  words  of  the  clause  only  a 
moment  or  two  ago.  He  said  that  an 
employer  was  perfectly  well  able  to  take 
caie  of  himself,  and  he  supposed  that 
an  association  of  employers  would 
a  fortiori  be  able  to  take  care  of  itself. 
He  did  not  appreciate  the  logic  upon 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney- 
General  took  up  his  position.  It  was 
perfectly  clear  that  his  hon.  friend  was 
right  in  the  contention  which  he  had 
put  forward.  Let  them  take  the  case 
of  an  ordinary  employer  who  did  not 
belong  to  a  ring  or  union  of  employers. 
Strangers  could  come  down  and  picket 
his  men  while  the  individual  employer 
not  belonging  to  a  trade  union  was  not 
allowed  to  take  any  action. 


*S»  JOHN  WALTON ; 
anything  of  the  sort. 


I  never  said 


Mb.  F.  E.  smith  said  he  wished  in 
view  of  that  assertion  to  ask  two  ques- 
tions. He  wished  to  ask  first  of  all 
whether  it  was  still  the  view  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that  under  this  clause 
an  association  or  union  of  employers 
could  counter-picket,  and,  secondly,  was 
it  his  opinion  that  the  individual  em- 
ployer could  himself  employ  pickets 
under  the  clause. 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  was  afraid  that 
he  did  not  make  himself  clear,  but  he 
thought  as  a  lawyer  the  hon.  Member 
would  have  understood  what  he  said. 
The  individual  employer  might  under 
the  ordinary  law  persuade  his  workmen 
not  to  leave  their  work,  but  a  combina- 
tion of  employers  if  they  acted  together 
in  doing  so  might  be  found  guilty  of 
conspiracy  although  the  act  which  they 
committed  if  committed  by  an  individual 
might  not  be  criminal  at  common  law. 
Apart  altogether  from  the  act  of  com- 
bination it  was  perfectly  clear  that  an 
individual  master  might,  if  he  did  not 
commit  a  nuisance  or  trespass  or  violate 
the  law  in  any  way,  persuade  his  own 
workmen.  That  was  the  common  law 
and  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  amend 
this  clause  in  the  manner  suggested.   , 


Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  was  simply 
amazed  at  the  statements  of  the  honour- 
able  and  learned  Attorney-General. 
He  could  not  understand  what  he  meant. 
Here  was  a  clause  that  was  going  to  lega- 
lise something  that  was  not  now  lawful. 
It  was  going  to  make  it  legal  to  per- 
suade men  to  work  or  not  to  work 
as  the  case  might  be.  If  it  was  lawful 
now  to  persuade  a  man  not  to  work  or 
to  work,  as  the  case  might  be.  then  they 
did  not  want  this  clause  at  all,  but  if  it  WM 
not  lawful  so  to  persuade  a  man  then 
they  wanted  to  legalise  it  not  only  for 
the  men  but  for  the  masters  also.  He 
thought  they  were  all  agreed  on  that. 

Sib  JOHN  WALTON:  We  are  not 
agreed.  I  pointed  out  that  if  it  was  a 
combination  it  was  not  legaL 

LoBD  R.  CECIL  said  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  did  not  follow 
the  point.  It  was  perfectly  plain. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney-General 
said  it  was  a  matter  of  combination. 
If  three  men  were  used  by  a  master  to 
counter-picket  it  was  not  lawful.  If  they 
did  it  on  their  own  behalf  they  were 
protected  by  this  clause ;  if  the  master 
said  "  go  and  do  it "  it  was  not  legal. 
It  was  plain  there  was  no  protection 
if  the  men  were  acting  on  behalf  of  an 
employer,  whilst  there  was  if  they  were 
acting  on  behalf  of  a  trade  union.  It 
was  true  that  the  unions  of  the  masters 
were  protected  as  well  as  the  unions  of 
the  men,  but  the  particular  individual 
employer  was  not  protected.  Where 
was  the  justice  of  that  ?  One  of  the 
two  parties  to  these  industrial  wars, 
constantly,  was  the  single  employer,  and 
the  other  was  the  trade  union.  This 
clause  said  to  the  trade  unions,  "  Tou  can 
employ  two  or  three  persons  to  picket," 
and  it  said  to  the  employers,  "  You  are  not 
to  have  two  or  three  men  to  counter - 
picket."  "It  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons,"  those  were  the 
people  who  were  protected,  the  people 
who  were  employed  by  a  trade  union 
or  on  their  own  behalf,  to  do  what? 
To  picket.  They  must  be  people  acting 
on  their  own  behalf  or  on  behalf  of  a 
trade  union.  This  clause  w^s  limited 
to  persons  representing  a  trade  union  or 
a  union  of  employers,  but  not  to  single 
employers.    He  thought  that  when  hon. 
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Members  looked  at  it  they  would  agree 
u  ith  him  that  this  was  not  fair.  He  was 
quite  sure  hon.  Members  representing 
labour  wanted  to  be  as  fair  to  the  em- 
ployer as  to  the  workman.  Therefore 
he  thought  some  such  words  as  those 
suggested  by  his  hon.  friend  should  be 
inserted. 


Sir  E.  CARSON  said  that  he  was, 
he  supposed,  one  of  those  stupid 
persons  who  could  not  follow  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney- 
General.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  stated  that  this  was  a  clause  dealing 
with  combinations,  but  he  failed  to  agree 
with  that,  because  they  had  agreed  in  the 
previous  clause  that  acts  of  combinations 
should  not  be  legal  unless  they  were  acts 
that  could  be  legally  performed  by  one 
person.  The  question  was  a  very  simple 
one ;  it  was  whether  under  Clause  2 
an  employer  sending  out  pickets  could 
have  the  Isenefit  of  this  security.  As  he 
understood  the  section  and  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney-General, 
he  could  not.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney-General  meant  that,  he  meant 
to  pass  one-sided  legislation.  He  saw  no 
harm  in  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member.  'While  the  Government  was 
giving  permission  to  the  unions  to  picket 
it  was  absolutely  refusing  that  right  to  an 
employer  who  did  not  join  a  ring  of  em- 
ployers. If  that  was  what  the  Govern- 
ment intended,  if  the  single  employer  was 
not  to  have  this  right,  let  them  say  so. 


♦Mr.  hills  asked  whether  he  might 
make  one  more  appeal  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. After  the  Act  of  1875  picketing 
was  allowed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
or  communicating  information.  They  all 
knew  that  those  words  were  narrow,  and 
as  one  hon.  member  had  told  them, 
did  not  cover  certain  acts  which  he 
had  performed.  It  was  intended  by 
this  Bill  to  carry  that  a  step  further 
and  allow  picketing  for  the  purposes 
of  peaceful  persuasion  to  work  or  to 
abstain  from  working.  Before  the  Act 
of  1875  no  union  of  workmen  or  associa- 
tion of  employers  or  a  single  employer 
could  picket  without  running  great 
risks.    After  the  Act  of  1875  they  could 

Lord  B.  Cecil. 


picket  witiiin  certain  limits.  Now 
it  was  suggested  by  this  Bill  that 
certain  persons  slioidd  picket  within 
very  wide  limits.  Who  were  thote 
persons?  They  were  either  aasociatiou 
of  employers  or  associations  of  work- 
men, but  there  was  no  right  in  this  clause 
for  a  single  employer  to  introduce  counter- 
picketing  on  his  own  behalf.  If  he  did 
he  ran  a  great  risk.  All  they  wanted 
was  perfect  hirness.  Why  should  an 
employer  who  was  not  one  of  an 
association  of  employers  be  put  in  s 
worse  position  than  a  member  of  such  an 
assixsiation  ?  All  they  wanted  was  that 
the  extended  rights  of  this  Bill  should 
be  granted  to  tjie  employer  who  was 
not  a  member  of  an  association  of  un- 
ployers.  The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney- 
General  said  the  single  employer  luul 
his  rights  under  common  law,  but,  the 
rights  of  an  employer  under  common  lav 
were  very  small  rights,  and  they  were 
putting  him,  by  this  Bill,  back  into  the 
position  from  which  the  trade  unions 
of  working  men  were  rescued  in  1875. 
Of  course  if  he  was  wrong  he  was  per- 
fectly prepared  to  be  corrected,  but  he 
could  not  see  what  answer  there  was  to 
his  contention. 

*8iR  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  quite 
agreed  that  if  its  eSect  would  be  to 
put  the  single  employer  into  a  worse 
position,  the  clause  ought  to  be  modi- 
fied, but  as  he  read  the  clause  it  was 
intended  to  deal  with  cases  in  which  the 
act  of  combination  changed  its  legal 
character  by  reason  of  its  being  an  act  of 
a  combination.  If  these  words  "  one  or 
more  persons  acting  on  their  own  behalf 
or  on  behalf  of "  were  not  put  in,  a  com- 
bination of  masters  and  men  could  not 
exercise  powers  under  this  clause  if  the 
act  was  of  tortious  act  owing  to  the 
character  of  it.  The  employer  who  wai; 
an  individual  and  the  master  of  workmen 
might  undoubtedly  in  a  peaceful  war. 
either  personally  or  through  persons  he 
might  appoint  to  do  so.  It  was  idle  to 
say  this  clause  put  the  individual  em- 
ployer in  a  worse  position. 

Lord  R  CECIL :  I  would  venture 
to  point  out  that  we  hive  not  received 
an  answer  to  the  point  I  tried  to  put  t>> 

him. 
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Mb.  BOWLES  :  I  reallj  must  ask  the 
ion.   and  learned  Attomey-Ganeral 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  rose  in  his  place, 
imd  claimed  to  move  "  That  the  Question 
be  DOW  put." 


Question  put, 
now  put." 


That  the  Question  be 


The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  169 ; 
Noes,  22.     (Division  List  No.  301.) 


AYES. 


'Agnew,  George  William 
AMen,  Percy 

Aaqnith,  Rt.Hn.Herbert  Henry 
Astbnry,  John  Meir 
Atherley clones ,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph  A.(Finsbury,  E.) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Bamea,  G-  N. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 
Bell,  Richard 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Bertram,  Jalius 
Billaoa.  Alfred 
BirreU,  Rt  Hon.  Augustine 
Blaok,Arthur  W.(B3dfordshire) 
Brace,  William 
BrigK,  John 
Bnrake,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J.  F.  L.(lAncg.,Leigh) 
Bninner,  Sir  John'T.  (Cheshire) 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
BnmjB,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Bylea,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Causton,  Rt.  Hn.RichardKnight 
Oheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry.  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
dough,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH(Sus8ex,B.Grin8t'd) 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dickinson,  W.H.(St.PanorasN.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunoan,C.(Barrow-in-Fnme88) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
fsmonde.  Sir  Thomas 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
J'enwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ffrench,  Peter 


Murphy,  John 
Napier,  T.  B. 
Nichollfi,  George 
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Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Oladstone.Rt.  Hn.Herbert  John 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Hall,  Frederick 

H»rdie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Hlingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Xnneaton) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kelley,  George  D. 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lament,  Norman 

Leese,Sir  JosephF.(  Accrington) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J,  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs) 

Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 

MacV'eigh,CharIes(Donegal,E.) 

M'Callum.  John  M. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Masaie,  J. 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 


Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
O'Grady.  J. 
O'Malhy.  WiUiam 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Richard8,Thoma8(  W.Monm'tb ) 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Robertson.Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Dundee) 
Robert8on,SirGScott(Bradfrd) 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manche8ter) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne) 
Sears,  J.  E.  | 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw.  Rt.  Hon.  T.  Hawiok,B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton.^Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim.S.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Hn.A.LyuIph(Che6h.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thome,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (L»eds,  S. ) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent ) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 


Tbixsrs    for    th«    Ayss — 
Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
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Acland-Hood,KtHn.SirAlex.F. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Carson,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagb,  Vigoonnt 
GavendiBh,Rt.Hon.  Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Oecil,  Lord  B.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akerg- 


{COMMONS} 

NOES. 

Du  Cros,  Harvey 
Pell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison- Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
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Pea8e,HerbertPikB(DsrIington) 
Rawlinson^John  Frederick  Fed 
Smith,F.E.(LiTerpool,  Watton) 
Volentia,  Viscount 

Tellkbs  fob  thk  Non- 
Mr.  Hicks  Beach  and  Ur. 
Bowles. 


Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the 
words  'or  of  an  employer'  be  there 
inserted." 


The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  23 ; 
Noes,  173.    (Division  List  No.  302.) 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alez.F. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cavendish.Rt-Hon. Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone.'E.) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 


AYE8. 

Du  Cros,  Harvey 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (BrUtol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 
Hills.  J.  W. 
Pease,Herbert^Pike(DarIingtoa 


RawUnson.Jchn  Frederick  Peef 
Smith,F.E.(Liverpool,  WaltonJ 
Thomson,  W.  Mitchell-<LaaarU 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 

Tkixkbs  fob  thx  Ath — 
Mr.  Hicks  Beach  and  Mr. 
Bowles. 


Agnew,  George  William 

Alden,  Percy 

Asquith,  Rt.Hn.Herhert  Henry 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmooth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.(Finsbonr,E.) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  £.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Black.Arthur  W.(Bedfordsliire) 

Brace,  William 

Brigs,  John 

Br(^e,  Stopford 

Bmnner,  J.  F.  L.(Lanc8.,Leigh) 

Brunner,  Sir  John  T.  (Cheshire) 

Burke,  E.  Haviland 

Bnms,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Byles,  WiUiam  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C.  Goddard 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clongh,  W. 

Cobbold.  Felix  Thomley 

Ck>llins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(Sussex,E.Grin8t'd 


NOES. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley,  William  J. 
CulUnan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fnlbam) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dickinson ,  W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Everett,  B.  Lacey 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  B. 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Foster,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Hall,  Frederick 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydTil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
HighAm,  John  Sharp 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 


Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenldns,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneatcm) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Jojrce,  Michael 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Lamb,  Emrat  H.  (Rochesterj 

Lamont,  Narman 

Leese,SirJosephF.(Aocriiigtoo) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Ciiarles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leioester) 

Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk  B'^> 

Mackamees,  Frederic  C. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  3. 

MacVeigh,  Charles  (DoD^al,B. 

M'Callnm,  John  M. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Nortiumts) 

Mambam,  F.  J. 

MassiorJ. 

MoHeno,  Percy  Alport 

Mcmtagn,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

M(»^^,  O.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Motse,  L.  L. 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson.Charles  N.(D<mo'Bt'r 

N<»-ton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'MaUey,  WiUiam 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Paul,  Herbert 
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Panltoa,  James  Mellor 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Power,  Patrirk  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb*gh,  Central) 

Bapbael,  Herbert  H. 

RicWds,  Thomas  ( W.Monm'th 

Bicbatds,  T.  F.(WolTerVmpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Roberts,  Chtu'les  EL  (Lincoln) 

Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Dundee 

Robertson,Sir  G.Soott(Bradrrd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbeit  L.  (Cleveland) 

.Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manchester) 


{3  AcGDST  1906} 

Scott,  A.H.(Aohton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stan'ey,  Hn.  A.Lynlph(Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C 
Stracbey,  Sir  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summorb?ll,  T. 
Tay  or,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thome,  William 


Dispute*  BUI.  1626 

Toulmin,  George 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  TS*nt) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Haliiax) 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

TbIXXRS     for     TBI     Noss— 
Mr.  Whiteley  and   Mr.  J.  A. 

Pease.  ,    ,  ,♦ 


SiE  JOHN  WALTON  claimed  "  That 
the  Qaestion '  That  the  words  of  the  Claiise 
to  the  word  "  peaceably  "  in  line  15,  stand 
part  of  the  Clause '  be  now  put." 

Qaestion  put.  "That  the  Question 
'That  the  words  of  the  Clause  t)  the 


word  "  peaoeablj.'^ui  lice  15,  stand  part 
of  the  Clause '  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided :    Ayes,   178, 
Noes  24.    (Division  List  No.  303.) 


Agnew,  George  William 

AUen,  Percy 

Aiiquith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

Astbmy,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jooes,  L; 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmonth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.(Finsbury,  E.) 

6aring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

BirreO,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.(  Bedfordshire 

Brace,  William 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopf  ord 

Btanner,J.F.L.(Lanc8.,  Leigh) 

Branner,  Sir  John  T.  (Cheshire) 

Bnrke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bams,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Can8ton,Rt.  Hn.  RichardKnight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C.  Goddard 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Oough,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

CoUins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 


AYES. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(Su8sex,E.Grinst'd 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Diokinson,W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dilke,  Rt.Hon.Sir  Charles 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.  (Banow-in-Fumess 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,    Clement    (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gill,  A.  H. 

6ladstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborongh) 
Hall,  Frederick 

Hardie,  J.  Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham   ) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
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niingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rnf  us  Daniel 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton)  ' 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewioh,  Sir  Georae  ' 

Kelly,  George  D. 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsfoid) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lamont,  Norman 

Leese,  Sir  JoeephF.(Accriiigton 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.B.         '-i 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.  M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagfa  Jeremiah  (Down,  8.) 

Mac'Veigh,Charle8(Donegal,  E.> 

M'Callun,  John  M. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Mamham,  P.  J.  W 

Massie,  J.  <.  ^^  #   || 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport^ 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 
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Nichol80ii,Charle8N.  (Donoast'r 
Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
O'Grady,  J. 
O'Malley,  William 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paolton,  James  Mellor 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.E.(Edinbiirgh,Central) 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Richards,  Thomas(W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.  P.  (Wolverh'mptn 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln 
Robertson,Rt.Hn.  E.  (Dundee) 
Robert8on,SirG.8cott(Bradfrd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 
Rogers,  P.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 
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Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  C-  Doncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(lIanchester) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawiok.B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  6. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth, ThomMP.(L3itrim,  S.) 
Snowdon,  P. 

Stanley ,Hn.A.Lyalph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  Jamas  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
SummsrbslI,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
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Thome,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vivian,  Henry 

Walker.  H.  De  R.  (Leioeeter) 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeda.S,) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John(StokB-upon-Trent) 
White,  Patrick  (Meatii,  Nortii) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfaz) 
WiUde,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  ICd) 
Wilson.  W.  T.  (Westhoi^ton) 

TlLLXBS     FOB     THB     ATBS.— 

Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A 
Pease. 


Aoland-Hool,Rt.Hn.Sir  Alex.P 
Biloarres.  Lord 
Brabury,  Sir  Frederick  Gaorge 
Cirson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
C*veadish,Rt.Hoa.  Victor  C.  W. 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
C3cil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebaas.E,) 
D3ag1a8,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  H»rvey 


NOES. 

Fell,  Arthur 
Foratsr,  Hanry  William 
Gibbj,  a.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Qordon,J.(Lindoiderry,  South 
Hamilton,  Mirquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley.'CoL  H.    B. 
Hills,  J.  W.     '    (    i' 
Parkes,  Ebsnezer 
PaMB.Herbert  Piks(Darlingion 
Ri-vlinso3,John  Frederick  Peel 


Smith,F.E.(UverpooI.  Walton) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell  (Laoaik) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  CoL  Sir  C.  E.  Somti 


Tblubs  iob  trs  Nom.— 
Mr.  Hicks  Beach  and  Mr. 
Bowles. 


Question  put  accordingly. 


I     The   Committee  divided :   Ayes     181 
Noes  22.    (Division  List  No.  3()4.) 


A|(new,  George  William 

Alden,  Percy 

Asquith,Bt.Hn.Herbert  Henry 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jon'«<,  L.. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker.  Joseph  A.(Finsbury,  E.) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes.  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell.  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  ArthurW.(Bedfordshire 

Brace,  William 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,J.F.L.(Lanos.,  Leigh) 

Brunner,Sir  John  T.(Che8hire) 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 


AYES. 

Cattston,Rt.HnRichard  Knight 
Channing,  Fraanis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Cloush,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 
Collinn,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Su3sex.E.Grini>t*d) 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwiu  A. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley,  William  J. 
CuUinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.  PancrasN.) 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duckworth.  James 
Duncan,C.(Barrow-in-Fume88) 
Dunn,  A..  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick,  Charles 


Kerens,  T.  R. 
Ffrenoh,  Peter 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gill.  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.  HerbertJohn 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Greenwood,  Q.  (Peterborough) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,  Right  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Haslam,  Junes  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs.  Rufus  Daniel 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jardine.  Sir  J. 
Jenkins,  J. 
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Johnscn,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson.  W.  (Naneaton) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewicb,  Sir  GSeorge 

Kelley,  George  D. 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knntsford) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lamrait,  Norman 

Leese.Sir  Jo6ephF.(Accrington) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lnpton.  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs) 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

MAcpherson,  J.  T. 

UacVeagh  Jeremiah  (Down  S.) 

MacVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E.) 

H*Callum,  John  M. 

Ifaddison,  Frederiok 

Hanfield,  Har^  (Northants) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  8. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  O.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 
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Marphy,  John 
Napier,  T.  B. 
Nicholls,  George 
Nioholson,CharleB  N.(Oonoa8t'r 
Norton,  Ciwt.  Cecil  William 
O'Grady,  J. 

Parker,  James  (Hali&z) 
Paul,  Herbert 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Philippe,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.E.  (Edinburgh.Oentral) 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Richards,  Thoma8(W.  Monmth 
Richards,  T.F.(WolTerh'mpt'n) 
Richardson,  A. 

Robertson,Rt.Hn.  E.  (Dundee) 
Bobertson.Sir  GScott(Bradrrd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 
Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.  E.(MancheBter) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Soott,A.H.(Asbton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. ' 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
Siloook,  Thomas  Ball 
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Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smjrth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrira,  8.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Hi.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Denial 
Snmmerbell,  T- 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thome,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Tkixibs  fob  thb  Atbs. — 
Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Ac:and-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alez.F. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Oarson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cavendish,  Rt.Hu.  Victor  C.  W. 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Ceoil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.A.  Akers-  ^ 


NOES. 

Dn  Oros,  Harvey 

Fell,  Arthur 

Forster,  Henry  William         * 

Gibba,  O.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

6ordon,J.(L(nidonderry,South) 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Harrison-Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 

Pease,B  erbertPike(Darlington) 


Rawlin8on,John  Frederiok  Peel 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool, Walton) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Valentia,  Viscount 

TlLLKBS   FOE  TBI  No«S — Mr. 

Hicks     Beach     and     Mr. 
Bowles. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  Conunittee  now 
came  to  deal  with  a  matter  which  was 
really  very  hard-fought  in  the  Standing 
Committee  last  year,  namely,  the  subject 
of  picketing.  It  was  the  subject  of  a  very 
long  debate,  and  after  a  great  deal  of 
objection  had  been  raised  to  the  picketing 
clause  words  were  proposed  to  be  inserted 
substantially  the  same  as  were  now 
in  this  Bill.  An  offer  was  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Spen  Valley  Division, 
who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  Bill, 
to  put  in  these  words.  That  offer 
was  made  to  meet  the  opposition  to  this 
clause  in  a  private  Member's  Bill,  which 
w  a i  oppo-ed  by  the  Government  in  the 
Standing  Committee,  where  the  opponents 
of  the  measure  had  a  larger  proportional 
representation  than  in  the  Ho\ise.  Whilst 
there  was  a  large  majority  in  the  House 


in  favour  of  the  Bill,  in  the  Committee 
the  majority  was  very  small  indeed. 
Finally,  as  a  compromise,  these  words 
were  offered.  He  admitted  that  they  were 
taken  from  the  Act  of  1859,  by  which 
peaceable  persuasion  was  defimtely  and 
formally  recognised  as  lawfid.  After  long 
debate,  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  spoke 
very  strongly  against  the  insertion  of  these 
words.  On  the  5th  April,  Sir  Robert 
Reid  said  that  these  words  had  been 
offered  reluctantly  by  the  hon.  Member 
forthe  Spen  Valley  Division,  and  that  their 
insertion  had  been  reluctantly  assented 
to  by  the  friends  of  the  Bill.  The 
present  Lord  Chancellor  also  said  that  they 
were  offered  as  an  effort  at  conciliation  ; 
and  that,  if  the  Amendment  was  ac- 
cepted, he  would  not  offer  that  opposi- 
tion which  otherwise  he  should  have 
offered  to  the  inclusion  of  the  words. 
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That  course  on  his  part  was  dependeat 
on  whether  the  Conservative  Govern- 
ment would  give  their  support  to  the 
Amendment.  Sir  Robert  Beid  ended 
his  speech  by  saying — 

"  Isay  emphatically  that  I  do  not  think  the 
iuMFtioa  of  the  words  necessary,  and  I  think 
they  may  prodaoe  unfortanate  results." 

The  words  jwere  [rejected  by  the  [Com- 
mittee on  a  division,  on  the  ground 
which  he  had  qaoted  from  the  speech 
of  the  present  Lord  Chancellor.  The 
objection  was  that  the  word  "reason- 
able" was  dangerous,  and  that  it  was 
not  desirable  to  put  such  a  vague  word 
into  the  Bill.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  la  page  I,  line  15,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
'  peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable  manner.'  " — 
(Sir  a  Dxlke.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

*SiE  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment.  It  was 
essential  to  the  success  of  this  Bill  that 
these  words  should  remain  in.the  clause. 
It  was  obvious  that  when  they  were 
going  to  legalise  the  right  of  a  number 
of  persons  to  assemble  with  a  view  to 
persuading  others,  that  right  should 
be  qualified  in  some  proper  manner  by 
placing  it  under  reasonable  restrictions. 
There  were  two  ways  in  which  that 
might  be  done — they  might  specify  the 
various  conditions  that  must  be  observed 
in  order  to  gauge  the  character  of  the 
gathering,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
people  assembled.  They  might  say,  as 
had  been  suggested,  that  words  should 
be  inserted  in  the  clause  to  indicate  the 
hours  within  which  the  gathering  might 
take  place  ;  they  might  specify  the  spot 
at  which  persons  might  assemble,  and 
they  might  point  out  that  they  must 
not  cause  intimidation,  or  make  use  of 
language  and  demonstrations  which  would 
cause  alarm  or  danger.  That  would  be 
a  cumbrous  clause,  and  would  cause  as 
great  difficulty  in  construction  as  the 
expression  which  the  Gtovemment,  as  an 
alternative,  had  put  into  the  BiU.  On 
the  one  hand  they  would  have  a  clause 
indicating  the  things  and  the  conditions 
which  must   be  observed  by  the  men 

Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


who  were  engaged  in  the  operation,  and 
on  the  other  hand  they  would  leave  it 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Courts  of  law 
to  say  what  was  reasonable .  He  accepted 
the  view  that  some  difficulty  might  arise 
in  construing  the  word  "  reasonable." 
No  doubt  it  was  an  extremely  flexible 
expression.  He  felt,  though  he  did  not 
know  whether  his  opinion  was  shared  by 
others,  just  as  great  difficulty  in  setting 
out  the  conditions  and  qualifications  sub- 
ject to  which  this  right  might  be  exer- 
cised. While  he  thought  it  possible 
that  the  word  "  reasonable  "  might  raise 
some  difficulty  in  application,  he  cookl 
not  conceive  an  expression  more  ap- 
propriate and  more  Ukely  to  do  justice 
on  the  whole  to  all  narties  concerned. 

Mk.  ATHERLBY-JONBS  regretted 
that  the  Attorney-General  could  not  see 
his  way  to  accept  the  Amendment.  He 
respectfully  differed  from  his  view  that 
any  limitations  were  necessary.  The 
commission  of  an  act  at  or  near  a  place 
did  not  involve  the  commission  of  an 
illegal  act ;  and  if  an  illegal  act  of  vio- 
lence or  intimidation  or  an  act  of  a 
criminal  character  was  committed,  it 
would  be  open  to  the  parties  to  take 
action.  The  words  proposed  to  be  left 
out,  it  appeared  to  him,  were  not  only 
unnecessary  but  mischievous,  because 
it  was  not  put  to  the  magistrate  to  deal 
with  a  matter  of  fact,  but  to  find  on  a 
mattei  of  opinion,  and  no  law  cooit 
could  interfere  with  the  decision  which 
he  arrived  at  when  the  words  which  were 
to  be  found  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  con- 
ferred discretion  on  him.  The  Attomey- 
G^neral's  illustration  was  inaccurate. 
He  said  that  the  clause  might  indicate 
certain  hours.  It  might  be  an  unreason- 
able hour,  but  it  was  for  the  magistrate  to 
decide  whether  it  was  or  was  not  a  reason- 
able hour.  It  might  be  an  hour  perfectly 
reasonable  in  his  view,  and  in  the  view  of  a 
trade  union,  and  yet  the  magistrate  might 
not  think  that  it  was  a  reasonable  hour, 
and  there  would  be  no  power  to  review 
his  decision.  He  objected  to  loose 
language  of  this  description  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  He  said  with  some  consider- 
able experience  of  the  working  of  the  Acts 
relating  to  trade  unions  th'at  the  reten- 
tion of  these  words  would  mean  handing 
over  to  the  magistrates  an  absolately 
unlimited      dissretion    in     arriving    at 
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&  oonolasion  whether  picketing  was 
or  was  not  reasonable.  For  these 
reasons  he  urged  the  Attorney-Qeneral 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  general  condi- 
laons  of  the  law,  that  a  person  who  com- 
mitted a  criminal  ofience  might  be 
piiniBhed,  and  not  to  put  in  words  which 
landed  over  picketing  entirely  to  the 
xnercy  of  the  magistrates. 

Mb.      SHACEIiETON       (Lanoaahiie, 
Cfitheroe)    said    that    on    the    Second 
Beading  of  the   Bill  these  words  were 
mentioned,  and   it  was  understood  that 
they    would   be   matter   for    considera- 
tion   on    the    Committee    stage.     He 
Agreed  with  the  right  hon.    (Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  in  this 
matter.    They  would  prefer  that  these 
-words  should  be  left  out.    He  wished  some 
compromise  could  be  brought  about    n 
this  matter.    He  would  suggest  that  if 
the    word    "peaceably"    was    retained 
it  would  amply  cover  the  intentioa  of 
Parliament   m    regard    to    what    might 
happen  in  picketing.    The  word  "  reason- 
able"    in     the     opinion     of      Labour 
Members    gave    the    Courts    too   much 
scope.    The    Courts    might  decide  that 
an    action  was  imreasonable  though   it 
was  not  unlawful.     He  would  urge  the 
Attorney-General    to    consider    whether 
the  word  "  peaceably  "  would  not  cover 
the  case.     Trade  unions  did  not  wish 
to    waste   their    money    in    regard    to 
cases  before  the  Courts.    They   wished 
to    do    the    fair   thing.      Two     magis- 
trates   might    say    that    this    or    that 
was  unreasonable,  and  there  would  be 
no  appeal  from  their  decision.    Besides, 
this   word   gave   an   undue   amount   of 
power  to  a  constable,  for  he  had  only  to 
give   his    opinion   that   certain    actions 
were   unreasonable,  and   he   would   not 
need  to  give  his  reasons  for  coming  to 
that    conclusion.     The    opinion    of    the 
pohce  was  held  to  be  of  importance  in 
police-courts.      He     appealed     to     the 
Attorney-General    to    consider    whether 
the  word  "  peaceably  "  would  not  cover 
all  possible  cases. 

*8iR  FRANCIS  POWELL  said  that 
in  the  discussion  which  had  just  taken 
place  they  were  asked  not  to  insert 
a  maximum  for  a  picket,  because  the 
Government  was  about  to  introduce  the 
■  word  "reasonable."    He  confessed  that 


that  remark  of  the  Attorney-Greneral 
influenced  his  vote,  and  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  stand  by  the  an- 
nouncement which  they  then  made. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  said  he  was  very  glad 
the  Attorney-General  had  made  the 
announcement  that  he  would  adhere  to 
these  words.  Any  member  who  would 
consider  the  matter  would  see  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  some  limita- 
tion, and  he  could  not  conceive  any  words 
which  were  more  capable  than  these 
of  being  applied  to  the  very  varied 
circumstances  which  might  arise  in  these 
matters.  If  they  put  no  words  of 
limitation  into  the  clause  the  question 
then  arose,  were  they  not  entitled  to  carry 
out  what  they  here  legalised,  no  matter 
what  might  be  the  methods  or  the  effect 
on  the  people  concerned  ?  To  leave  it  at 
large  Uke  that,  and  to  legalise  picketing, 
no  matter  what  might  be  done,  or  under 
what  circumstances,  seemed  to  be  legisla- 
ting entirely  in  the  dark,  and  in  the 
wildest  possible  fashion. 

Mb.  PARKES  (Birmingham,  Central) 
thought  that  the  words  "  peaceably 
and  in  a  reasonable  manner"  were 
passively  assented  to  in  the  earlier 
discussions  on  this  matter  by  the  hon. 
Members  below  the  gangway,  and  i;  was 
astonishing  to  be  told  now  that  they  were 
not  necessary.  For  those  who  did  not 
agree  with  this  Bill  and  looked  upon  it  as 
very  drastic  and  extreme  it  was  altogether 
too  much  to  be  told  that  these  saving 
words  were  to  be  taken  out.  He  did  not 
think  this  Amendment  would  further  the 
objects  of  trade  unionists  either  in  the 
rfouse  or  anywhere  else,  indeed  he  did  not 
think  it  would  appeal  to  the  common- 
sense  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
If  a  strike  was  not  to  be  conducted 
in  a  peaceable  and  reasonable  manner 
it  was  much  to  be  regretted.  Whether 
or  not  the  words  in  question  were 
necessary  was  a  pure  point  of  law,  but 
from  a  common-sense  point  of  view 
he  thought  labour  disputes  should  clearly 
be  conducted  in  a  peaceable  and  reasonable 
manner,  and  it  was  only  right  that 
the  House  should  express  the  opinion 
that  these  ■words  should  be  retained.  If 
they  were  deleted  it  would  open  the 
flood-gates  to  a  great  deal  of  lawlessness 
on   the   part  of   those   who   conducted 
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strikes.  It  would  react  on  both  sides. 
Time  after  time  when  he  had  lead  this 
clause  he  had  looked  upon  these  words  as 
the  in:eat  safeguard  it  contained  against 
lawlessness  or  against  any  severe  methods 
with  which  trade  disputes  might  be 
conducted.  The  Attomey-Qeneral  had 
taken  that  view,  and  he  was  glad  to  say 
he  had  stood  by  his  former  declaration 
that  the  word  "  reasonable "  was  a 
necessary  safeguard.  If  the  word  were 
left  out  they  had  the  right  to  ask  the 
Government  to  put  a  limitation  upon  the 
numbers  of  pickets.  He  hoped  that  the 
good  sense  and  fairness  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  lead  them  to  reject  the 
Amendment. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILEE  said  there 
were  at  present  three  dangers  to  the  work- 
men engaged  in  picketing.  There  was  the 
danger  of  being  hit  under  the  words 
alont  molestation  or  obstruction  ;  there 
was  the  danger  of  being  hit  under  the 
word  "reasonable,"  and  there  was  the 
possible  danger — which  he  thought  was 
a  real  one — of  being  hit  under  the  law  of 
nuisance.  They  were  all  agreed  as  to  the 
words  "  molestation  "  and  "  obstruction  " 
The  question  they  had  now  to  argue 
was  as  to  the  other  two  words.  He  would 
point  out  that  the  word  "  reasonable  " 
was  voted  against  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Standing  Conomittee  by  five  Members 
of  the  present  Government,  including 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on 
the  ground,  as  stated  by  the  present 
Lord  Chancellor,  that  the  words  were 
imnecessary  and  dangerous.  He  feared 
that  in  the  absence  of  any  statement  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  as  to  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  word  "  nuisance,"  he  should 
have  to  carry  this  Amendment  to  a 
division. 

Mr.  EEIB  HABDIE  pointed  out 
that  what  had  been  suggested  by  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Clitheroe  was 
not  that  they  should  strike  out  all  the 
words  "peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable 
manner,"  because  they  were  quite  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  the  retention  of  the 
word  "  peaceably."  What  they  said 
was  that,  in  trying  to  amend  the  law, 
they  should  not  leave  further  opportunities 
tor  thwarting  the  obvious  will  and  inten- 
tion of  the  House  by  placing  it  within 
fhe^power  of  the  magistrates  to    take 

~  Mr.  Parkes.         ~ 


away,  by  a  side  wind,  a  right  conferred 
by  the  House.  He  submitted  that  al 
that  the  Attorney-General  desired,  and 
that  hon.  Members  on  his  own  side  of  the 
House  desired,  could  be  met  by  retaining 
the  word  "  peaceably "  and  leaving  out 
"  in  a  reasonable  manner,"  which  words 
constituted  a  source  of  real  dai>ger. 
If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  would 
agree  that  his  Amendment  should  take 
that  form  probably  it  would  be  accepted 
by  the  Grovernment,  but  if  not  he  would 
suggest  that  the  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  riiould 
proceed  to  a  division. 

Ste  JOHN  WALTON    said    that   it 
was    of    course    impossible    to    accept 
the    Amendment,    because   the    discus- 
sion had   been    conducted   all    throu^ 
on  the  assumption — and  he    had    met 
proposals  of  Amendments  for  safeguards 
on  that  very  ground — that  there  was  this 
provision  in  the  Bill  as  it  stood.    If  this 
clause  were  a  declaration  giving  persons 
the  right  of  picketing,  which  they  might 
exercise  providing  they  did  so  witjiout 
violating    the   conditions  prescribed,   it 
was   impossible    that   while    they  were 
exercising  that  right  they  should  be  doing 
anything  illegal,   because   the  object  of 
the  clause  was  to  describe  lawful  conduct. 
The  question  whether  it  was  proposed  to 
picket   in    such    a  way  as  to  cause  a 
nuisance  or  a  trespass  must  enter  into  the 
consideration  whether  or  not  the  conduct 
was  reasonable.    If  it  was  lawful  conduct 
it  could  not  be  a  nuisance  or  a  treepa^. 
He  thought  that  his  right  hon.  fnend 
would    recognise    that    it    would    not 
be  reasonable  to  allow  that  right  to  be 
exercised  without  any  kind  of  restriction. 
In  the  view  of  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just    spoken    the    word    "  peaceably " 
would  be  a  sufficient  restriction,  but  he 
did  not  think  that  it  was  any  leas  vague 
or  less  difficult  of  construction  than  ihe 
word    "reasonable."    If    they  were    to 
accept  the  view  that  there  was  to  be  some 
sort  of  restriction,  he  did  not  think  that 
they  could  carry  that  view  practically 
very  much  further  than  if  they  said  that 
the  assembly  which  was  legalised  under 
the  clause  must  be  peaceable  and  reason- 
able and  must  be  conducted  in  a  reascm- 
able  way.    They  had  to  face  the  danger 
of  some  harsh  and  restrictive  construction 
being  placed  upon  the  clause,  aSf^  did 
not  think^they  appreciably  dimin&td 
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that  danger  by  strikmg  oat  the  word 
"  reasonable."  All  the  apprehensions  that 
they  had  heard  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  were  he  thought  ill  founded,  but 
he  thought  there  would  be  a  perfect  feeling 
of  security  if  it  was  provided  that  the 
powers  given  by  the  clause  should  be  xised 
reasonably.  None  of  them  contemplated 
the  alternative  of  an  unreasonable  exercise 
of  the  power,  and  therefore  they  ought 
not  to  reject  the  proposal  that  the  exercise 
shoidd  be  of  a  reasonable  character. 
For  these  reasons  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

The  deputy-chairman  (Mr. 
Cau>well,  Lanarkshire,  Mid.)  said  the 


words  which  he  should  have  to  put  from 
the  Chair  would  be  that  the  words 
" peacably  and  in  a  reasonable  manner" 
stand  part  of  the  Question.  He  wa^ 
bound  to  put  the  Question  in  that  form 
unless  the  Ameadment  was  withdrawn. 

♦Sib  CHARLES  DHiKE  said  he  would 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Permission  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment was  refused. 

J^Question  put,  "  That  the  words '  peace- 
ably and  ia  a  reasonable  manner '  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  140 ; 
Noes,  91.    (Division  List  No.  305.) 


AcIand-Hood,Bt  Hn  Sir  Alex.F. 
Agnew,  George  William 
AUen,  A.  Acland  (ChristchiiTch) 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Baker,  Sir  John  (PortBmoath) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury.E.) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barran,  Bowland  ECirst 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Bertram,  Julius 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Black,  Arthur  W.  (Bedfordshire 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Brigg,  John 
Bn^ehurst,  W.  B. 
Brunner,  J.  F.  L.(Linc8., Leigh) 
Bronner,  Sir  John  T.  (Cheshire) 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Causton,  Rt.  Hn.  RichardKnight 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland.  J.  W. 
Cloogh,  W. 

CollinB,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,C  H  (Su8sex,E.Grin8t'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Buckworth,  James 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fell,  Arthur 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Forster,  Henry  William 


AYES. 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gordon,  J.(Londonderry,South 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Haroourt,  Right  Hon.  Lowis 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harrison- Broadley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Harvey,  A.  O.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W. 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Illiogworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  D.uiiel 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Leese,SirJo8ephF.(Accrington) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lynch,  H.  B. 
Maokamess,  Frederic  C. 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Marks,  G.Croydon(Launceston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport^ 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Morgan,  6.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morse,  L.  L. 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 


Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholson,Charle8  N.(I>onc'8t'r 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
PhiUpps, Col. Ivor  (S'thampton) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Raphael,  Herbert^H. 
RawUnson.John  iWlerick  Peel 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  E.(Dundee) 
Robinson,  S. 

Bobson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir  C.  E.  (Manchester 
Sears,  J.  E. 

Shaw,  Rt  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Silcook,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool, Walton) 
Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Thomson,  W.  Mitohell-(Lanark 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Verney,  F.  W. 

Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C .  E.  Howard 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 

-MEA 
TBLLEBS      job      THB      ;AYXS — 

Mr.^Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 
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Alden,  Percy 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight. 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

BeU,  Richard 

Billson,  Alfred 

Brace,  William 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Cooper.  G.  J. 

Crooks,  William 

Cnllinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  HoweU  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Esmonde,  S:r  Thomas 

Pfrench,  Peter 

Gill,  A.  H. 

GloTer,  Thomas 

Hall,  Frederick 

Hardie^.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
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Hazleton,  Richard 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nimeaton) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Ke'ewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Limb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs) 

Macpherson,  ^.  T. 

MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down.S. ) 

MacVeigh,  Charles  (Donega],E.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Hasterman,  C.  F.  6. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Murphy,  John 

Nicholls,  George 

Nolan,  Joseph 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 

O'GradyJ. 

O'Malley,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.E.(Edinburgh,  Central 
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Richards,  Thomas  (W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 

Roberts<m,Sir  G.Soott(Bradf  rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneaide) 
Rqwlands,  .T.  . 

Scott,  A.H.(A8hton  under  Lyns 
Shackleton,  David  Jamea 
Shipman,  Dr.Jolm  G. 
Smyth,  Thomas  P.  (Leitfim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
SuUivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Tayk>r,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thome,  William 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walters,  John  Tndor 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Xorth) 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgui) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  8.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 


Tellibs    fob    tsb    Xoi 
Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  and 
Mr.  Fenwick. 


*Mb.  BOWLES  moved  to  insert  the 
words  "  any  entrance  to "  after  the 
word  "near"  in  page  1,  line  16,  so 
that  the  clause  should  read  "  at  or  near 
any  entrance  to  a  house  or  place  where  a 
person  resides  or  works  or  carries  on 
business  or  happens  to  be."  The  object 
of  the  Amendment  was  simple.  It 
was  to  restrict  the  acts  contem- 
plated by  this  clause,  which  were  of 
an  extremely  wide  and  general  nature,  to 
the  entrances  of  the  places  in  regard  to 
which  they  were  to  bia  allowed,  and  not 
to  allow  them  anywhere  irrespective  al- 
together of  the  places  m  respect  to  which 
they  were  committed.  Hon.  Oentlemen 
would  see  that  this  clause  proposed  to  give 
power  to  picket  to  obtain  or  communi- 
cate information  or  peacefully  to  per- 
suade. He  did  not  believe  it  was  con- 
templated by  this  clause  that  men,  either 
acting  on  their  own  behalf  or  on  behalf  of 
a  trade  union,  should  be  allowed  to  go, 
expressly  as  he  had  stated,  anywhere  they 
chose.  They  should  be  restricted  in 
some  degree  at  any  rate,  and  he  sug- 
gested that  it  was  a  very  reasonable  re- 
striction to  say  that  they  should  obtain 
this    information    and    peacefully    per- 


suade where  after  all  they  might  reason- 
ably expect  that  their  elEorts  might  be 
crowned  with  success,  namely,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  works  or  house  or  other 
place.  He  put  this  forward  with  the 
view  of  restricting  in  some  degree  the 
operation  of  this  powerful  and  drastic 
clause,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable 
and  learned  Gentleman,  if  he  was  not 
prepared  to  accept  it,  would  give  some 
reason  why  these  people  should  be 
allowed  to  go  everywhere  as  they  choje, 
and  why  they  should  not  be  restricted 
in  the  manner  he  suggested.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  16i  after  the  word  '  msar,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  any  entrance  ta'  " — (Mr. 
Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  thought 
the  word  "reasonable"  covered  this.  If 
men  were  entitled  to  congregate  near  a 
house  they  must  necessarily  attend  near 
the  entrance.  He  hoped  he  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  would  not  press  this  Amendment, 
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LoKD  R.  CECIL  hoped  aftet  the 
appeal  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney-General  had  made,  his  hon. 
friend  would  be  allowed  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment.  He  hoped  he  would 
not  press  it. 

Mb.  BOWLES  said  he  appreciated 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  begged  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  \>j  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  moved 
to  insert  after  the  word  "person"  the 
words  "  concerned  in  such  trade  dispute." 
Theobjectof  the  Amendment  was  to  limit 
the  action  of  the  clause  so  that  it  should 
he  lawful  for  one  or  more  persons  acting 
on  their  own  behalf  or  on  behalf  of  a  trade 
union  to  attend  peaoeablj  and  in  a 
reasonable  manner,  "  at  or  near  a  house 
or  place  where  a  person  concerned  in 
such  trade  dispute  resides  or  works." 
That  would  prevent  a  trade  union  send 
ing  a  picket  to  attend  the  houses 
of  people  not  then  concerned  in 
the  particular  dispute,  but  who  might 
possibly  be  drawn  into  the  dispute  later 
on.  By  that  he  meant  that  if  a 
man  had  been  engaged  to  take  the 
place  of  a  person  engaged  in  a  strike, 
and  that  man  lived  at  a  distance  it  would 
be  lawful  to  attend  at  the  house  of  that 
workman  though  it  was  at  a  great  dis- 
tance away.  If  these  disputes  arose 
largely  on  the  question  of  wages  it  might 
be  said  that  the  insertion  of  these  words 
would  render  the  clause  nugatory,  but 
these  disputes  arose  not  only  upon  the 
question  of  wage  but  on  a  variety  of 
other  questions,  as,  for  instance,  whether 
a  non-union  man  was  to  be  employed.  If 
a  dispute  arose  on  that  ground,  unless  the 
words  he  moved  were  inserted,  it  would 
be  open  to  the  trade  union  men  to  attend 
at  the  houses  of  the  non-union  men  and 
prevent  them  from  earning  an  honest 
livelihood.  It  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  such  disputes  must  arise,  and  his 
reason  for  moving  the  Amendment  was 
that  while  it  might  be  perfectly  lawful 
and  right  for  a  trade  union  not  to  allow 
their  men  to  work  with  non-imion  men  if 
they  did  not  desire  them  to  do  so,  on  the 
other  hand  it  was  not  right  to  allow  them 
to  picket   the    houses   of   hundreds   of 


non-imionist  men  who  were  not  con- 
cerned in  the- dispute  and  prevent  them 
from  getting  an  honest  living.  Although 
he  was  a&aid  the  Attorney-General 
would  not  accept  it  he  thought  the 
Amendment  was  a  reasonable  one ;  there- 
fore he  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  f^ffi  1, line  16,  after  the  word  ' penon,' 
to  insert  the  words  'oonoerneJ  in  any  such 
trade  di»pate. "'—(5ir  Frederick  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  inserted. 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  pur- 
pose of  this  clause  was  to  allow  certain 
persons  to  meet  outside  the  houses  of 
others  for  the  purpose  of  peacefully 
persuading  them  in  the  case  of  a  trade 
dispute  to  abstain  from  working  or  to 
work  as  the  case  might  be.  He  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment,  as  he  could  not 
imagine  a  person  concerned  in  a  trade 
dispute  waiting  outside  the  house  of  a 
person  who  was  not  concerned  in  that 
trade  dispute. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney- General  was  right 
as  to  his  facts  then  his  contention  was  a 
correct  one,  but  the  information  that 
reached  him  was  that  in  cases  of  dispute 
it  was  quite  a  common  thing  for  the  men 
to  picket  not  the  houses  of  other  men 
but  the  houses  of  their  relatives  if  they 
were  not  amenable.  That  was  quite 
common.  He  did  not  suggest  that  any 
hon.  Member  of  this  House  would 
countenance  any  such  thing  at  all,  but 
they  must  be  conscious  of  it,  because  they 
were  reasonable  men  and  must  know 
that  cases  did  occur  from  time  to  time — 
isolated  cases  they  might  be — ^which 
they  all  deplored.  It  was  clearly  desirable 
that  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway 
and  hon.  Members  opposite  should  not 
permit  that  class  of  tlung  of  which  they 
disapproved.  So  long  as  picketing  was 
confined  to  persons  concerned  in  the 
dispute  it  was  one  thing,  but  with 
regard  to  the  other  matter  it  was  quite 
difierent.  There  could  be  no  object  in 
permitting  the  picketing  of  persons  not 
concerned  in  the  dispute.  He  was  also 
told  by  those  who  had  a  greater  knowledge 
of  these  disputes  than  he  pretended  to 
that  there  was  another  practice  which 
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was  not  uncommoD,  and  that  was 
to  picket  the  lodging-house  keepers 
and  others  in  whose  houses  the 
men  lived.  That  was  a  very  serious 
matter,  and  one  that,  so  far  as  he  could 
see,  was  not  dealt  with  by  this  clause. 
These  words  were  not  puiely  otiose  and 
ridiculous.  They  were  words  to  which 
those  familiar  with  the  question 
attached  great  importance.  It  was  an 
Amendment  that  had  been  singled  out  to 
him  as  one  of  the  most  important 
to  this  oppressive  clause,  and  therefore 
he  hoped  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man would  reconsider  the  matter  and 
regard  it  more  favourably. 

Me.  VERNEY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.) 
said  one  of  the  most  important  parts 
of  the  duty  or  privileges  of  a  picket 
was  to  obtain  information.  Very  likely 
he  might  have  to  go  to  someone  not 
directly  concerned  in  the  dispute  to 
obtain  that  information,  and  that  part 
of  the  clause  was  surely  not  going  to  be 
left  out.  Moreover,  he  thought  the 
phrase  "  concerned  in  the  dispute  "  did 
include  a  large  number  of  people  not 
actually  on  strike.  Many  might  be  con- 
cerned in  a  dispute  who  were  not  directly 
concerned,  and  therefore  he  thought  the 
Amendment  proposed  could  not  possibly 
be  accepted. 

Sir  £.  CARSON  said  it  was  entirely 
a  matter  of  taste  whether  perons  would 
like  to  have  pickets  outside  their  house 
or  not,  although  they  were  not  con- 
cerned in  any  dispute.  The  hoa. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  appeared 
to  think  it  was  quite  right  and  quite 
possible,  and  that  this  House  ought 
to  lay  down  that  some  person  not 
concerned  in  a  trade  dispute  ought  to 
be  picketed  because  information  was 
required.  He  should  have  thought 
that  that  was  a  serious  infringement 
of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
th  t  no  Act  of  Parliament  contemplated 
anything  of  that  kind.  The  Attorney- 
General  took  another  line.  He  said  he 
could  not  conceive  a  person  picketing 
anybody  else  unless  that  person  was 
concerned  in  the  dispute.  That  was 
exactly  contrary  to  the  argument  taken 
last  year  when  he  was  in  charge  of  a 
Labour  Bill  in  this  House.  What  he  was 
then   told   was  that  it  was  absolutely 

Lord  H.  Cecil. 
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necessary  for  a  trade  union  in  connection 
with  a  strike  at  times  to  interfere  with 
others  by  picketing  persons  who  were 
not  concerned  in  the  dispute  but  whom 
it  might  be  desirable  to  get  to  join  in  the 
dispute.  He  was  told  that  that  was 
the  whole  object  of  the  measure.  That 
was  what  they  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  objected  to.  They  said  that 
the  principle  which  the  House  ought  to 
lay  down  was  that  it  should  not  to  be 
allowed  by  that  section  to  picket  persons 
who  were  not  concerned  in  the  dispute. 
He  thought  that  was  a  moderate  Amend- 
ment and  worthy  of  the  consideration 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Crentlemaa 
and  of  the  country. 

Sib  FREDERICK  BANBURY  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  evidence  was 
brought  before  the  Commission — he  took 
his  information  from  the  South  Wales 
Daily  News  of  November  3rd,  1904 — to 
the  effect  that  when  the  non-unionists 
were  found  to  be  lodgers  the  women  in- 
sisted upon  instant  notice  to  quit  being 
given  them,  with  the  result  that  aU  were 
very  shortly  put  out.  When  the  Attorney- 
General  said  nobody  would  attend  and 
picket  the  house  of  a  person  not  con- 
cerned in  the  dispute  he  begged  to  call 
his  attention  t  o  the  fact  that  here  was 
a  case  where  they  attended  and  picketed 
lodging-houses. 

The  chairman  said  the  words 
under  discussion  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  owners  of  lodging-houses. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said  his 
Amendment  was  to  prevent  picketing  at 
or  near  the  house  of  a  person  not  con- 
cerned in  the  trade  dispute.  The  Attorney- 
General  said  that  the  words  he  propKued 
to  put  in  were  useless,  because  he  knew 
of  no  instance  in  which  a  person  would 
attend  at  or  near  the  house  of  a  person 
not  concerned  in  the  dispute.  His  object 
was  to  show  that  a  person  could  and 
would  so  attend. 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  that  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  looked  at  the  clause  he 
would  see  that  it  permitted  picketing  for 
the  purpose  of  persuading  a  person  to  work 
or  not  to  work.  It  could  not  be  necessary 
to  picket  a  man  who  was  not  concern^ 
in  the  dispute.    The  only  object  that 
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ooold  justify  picketing  was  that  it  was  | 
intended  to  persuade  a  man  who  was 
wnoemed  in  the  dispute,  and  he  would 
Mj  non-unionist  men  were  clearly  persons 
to  whom  they  were  entitled  to  go  for  the 
purpose  of  persuading  them  to  work  or 
not  to  worlc, 

Sib  FREDERICK  BANBURY  asked 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  whether, 
if  this  clause  were  passed  in  its  present 
form,  it  would  be  legal  for  a  picket  to 
attend  a  lodging-house  and  persuade  the 
keeper  to  turn  out  any  man  concerned  in 
the  trade  dispute. 

Sib  JOHN  WALTON  said  it  was 
only  for  the  purpose  of  persuading  a 
person  to  work  or  abstain  from  work ; 
it  would  not  apply  to  a  lodging-house 
keeper. 

Ife.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridg3  Uni- 
veisity)  said  he  did  not  propose  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion  on  the 
merits  of  the  clause,  but  he  wanted 
the  Committee  to  understand  what  it 
was  voting  for.  For  the  Attorney- 
General  to  get  up  and  say  this  Amend- 
ment was  absolutely  ridiculous  on  the 
ground  that  no  person  would  be  likely 
to  picket  the  house  of  a  person  not  con- 
cerned in  the  trade  dispute  was  hardly 
in  accordance  with  the  experience  of  a 
person  like  himself,  who  had  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  strikes. 

Sib  JOHN  WALTON :  I  said  for  the 
matter  of  persuading. 

Mb.  RAWLINSON  said  he  was  dealing 
with  the  first  speech  of  the  Attomey- 
Oeneral,  in  which  he  said  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Amendment,  because 
he  could  not  conceive  anyone  being 
80  foolish  as  to  go  to  the  house  of  a  man 
who  had  no  concern  in  the  dispute 
at  all.  It  must  be  perfectly  well  known 
to  people  who  had  had  anything  to  do 
wit^  strikes  that  isolated  cases  had 
ocuired  in  which  persons  had  gone  to 
houses  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  or 
communicating  information.  Even  in  his 
second  speech,  the  Attorney-General  was 
not  putting  the  issue  clearly  and  directly 
before  the  Comm  '.tte».  Isolated  cases  had 
occurred  where  pickets  had  gone  to  the 
houses  of  people  not  directly  connected 
with  the  dispute.    Take  the  case  of  a 


yoimg  labourer  who  was  working  and 
living  somewhere  near  the  works,  and  the 
picket  went  to  the  mother  or  father, 
who  might  live  some  little  distance 
away,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information,  that  being  the  best  place 
to  get  information  about  the  voimg  man 
in  question.  That  was  a  power  which 
might  or  might  not  be  righ''.  He  was 
not  going  into  the  merits  of  the  dispute, 
but  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  must 
know  that  unless  this  Amenament  were 
accepted  it  was  possible  for  the  picket 
to  do  it.  The  issue  before  the  Committee 
was  this :  if  they  passed  this  Amendment 
they  restricted  the  power  of  pickets  to 
go  into  a  lodging-house  or  into  a  house 
where  a  man  happened  to  be.  That  was 
the  restrictive  power  of  this  Amendment. 
If  they  did  not  pass  this  Amendment, 
then  the  pickets  had  the  power,  not 
only  to  go  to  the  house,  or  the  place 
where  the  man  might  be,  but  to  go  to 
his  relatives  any  distance  away,  and 
seek  to  obtain  information  from  that 
man's  relatives.  The  view  had  been 
expressed  on  the  Opposition  side  that 
that  was  a  power  which  ought  to  be 
stopped  because  it  was  liable  to  abuse. 
He  was  not,  however,  dealing  with  that 
point  now.  What  he  was  protesting 
against  was  the  way  in  which  the  Attorney 
Creneral  was  dealing  with  the  whole  of 
the  Bill.  He  had  no  right  to  treat  the 
Amendment  in  such  an  ofi-hand  fashion. 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  who  apparently 
had  oome  from  a  more  heated  atmos- 
phere, and  criticised  his  conduct  to-day, 
had  completely  misapprehended  the 
whole  'question.  He  did  not  seek  to 
draw  any  distinction  between  attending 
for  the  purpose  of  persuasion,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  or  receiving  information. 
What  he  wanted  to  point  out  was  that 
it  would  clearly  be  an  illegal  thing  for  a 
picket  to  attend  a  hotise  in  order  to 
exercise  coercion. 

Sib  E.  CARSON  said  he  did  not  think 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  yet 
comprehended  the  point  they  had  made. 
He  entirely  agreed  with  the  Attorney- 
General  that  if  the  words,  "  reasonable 
manner"  meant  what  he  said,  neither 
at  the  house  of  anyone  concerned  nor 
at  the  ^house  of  anyone  unconcerned 
could  they  proceed  to  exercise  coercion. 
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Theiefoie,  it  necessarily  followed  that 
they  could  not  go  to  the  house  of  a 
peison  unconcemeid  in  the  trade  dispute 
for  the  purpose  of  exercising  that  co- 
ercion ;  but  what  they  objected  to  was 
that  they  could  go  to  the  house  of  a 
peison  unconcerned  in  a  dispute,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  exercising  coercion  but  for 
the  purposes  of  picketing  at  all.  What 
was  the  justification  for  going  to  their 
houses  ?  Let  them  leave  these  people 
alone.    Let  it  not  be  possible,  because 


for  some  reason. a  trade  union  felt  hostile 
to  some  person  outside  the  dispute,  tiiat 
therefore  they  should  be  allowed  to  go 
down  and  exercise  this  right  which  woidd 
be  exercised  for  the  fost  time.  Tha 
Amendment  was  one  they  ought  to  prtas 
and  divide  upon. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  divided: — Ayes,  23; 
Noes,  224.    (Division  List  No.  306.) 


Acland-Hood,Et.HnSirAlex.P. 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour.Rt.  Hn.A.J.(atyLond 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Beach,Hn.Miohael  Hugh  Hicks 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

CastJeretigh,  Viscount 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor}     _ 


AYES. 

Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbe,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Farkes,  Ebenezer 


Pea8e,Herbert  Pike  (Darlinston 
Bawlinson,John  FrederidcFeel 
Smith.F.  E.(LiTerpooI,WaUon) 
Thomson,  W.  MitcheU-(Lftnark) 
Valentia,  Viscount 

Xbllibs  fob  tkb  Ath — 
Lord  Robert  Cecil  and  Sir 
Frederick  Banbury. 


Agnew,  George  William 

Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchorch 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

^therley -Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbnry.E.) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beanmont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellaira,  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  J.Williams(Devonp'rt 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.(Bedfordshire 

Brace,  William 

Brigg,  John 

BrcSlehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,J.  P.  L.(Lanc8.,Leigh 

Bxirke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.SydneyCharles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Cau8ton,Rt.HnRichardKnight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Chcetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C.  Goddard 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  W. 

Sir  E.  Carson. 


NOES. 

Cobbold.  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambetli) 
CoUius,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Panora8,W 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.B.(Su88ez,E.Grin8t'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemout^) 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley,  William  J. 
CuUinan,  J. 

Davies,  TimotAy  (Fnlham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.(Barrow-in-Fumes8 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Pfrench,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
GiU,  A.  H. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyT  Tydvil 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 


Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Ardior  A. 

Hazel.  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

HenderBon,J.M.(Aberdeen,  W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

High«.Tn,  John  Sharp 

HiU^J.  W. 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

nUngworth,  Percy  H. 

Jacoby,  James  AUred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneatcm) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsfbrd) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lament',  Norman 

Leese,Sir  Jo8ephF.(Accrington) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.)L(Falkirk  B'ghe) 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
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MMpheiaoa,  J.  T. 

HMveagb,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MaoVeigh,  Charles  (Donegal,E. 

H'CaUam,  John  H. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Uarks.G.  Cro7don(Launce6toii) 

JtfMTih^m,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Henzies,  Walter 

Holteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alphens  CSeophas 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Xloholb,  George 

Nioholson,Charles  ^(Donoaster 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

0'Brien,Kendal(Xipperary  Mid 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Bfalley,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifaz) 

Faol.  Herbert 

Paalton,  James  Mellor 

PMroe,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 


{3  August  1906} 

FOw«r,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  K.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy,  A.  Rolland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,  Thoma8(W.ltonm'th 

Richards,  T.F.(WolTerh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Robert8on,Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Dundee 

Robertsoa,Sir  G.Soott(Brad{'rd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

B(»e,  Charles  Day 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manc'hester) 

Scott,  A,H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seely,  Major  J.  B. 

Shaokleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Siloock,  Thomas  BaU 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackentie 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  8.) 

Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Hn.A.Lynlph  (Chesh.) 

Steadman,  W.  C. 
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Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Straoas,  B.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Snmmerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,  Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Thomaason,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Thome,  William 
Tonlmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 
Ward,  W.Dudley(Southampton 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  8.) 
Wibon,  W.  T.  (Westhooghtoa 

TSLLKBS      *OR      THB      NOB^ 

Mr.  Whitley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Sir  JOHN  WALTON  claimed,  "That 
the  Question  'That  the  words  of  the 
claose  to  the  end  of  page  1,  line  20,  stand 
part  of  the  clause,'  b«  now  put." 

Question  pat,  "That  the  Question 
'  That  the  words  of  the  clause  to  the  end 


of  page  1,   line  20,   stand   part  of  th» 
clause,'  be  now  put " 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  223; 
Noes,  26.    (Division  List  No.  307.) 


Agnew,  George  William 

AUen,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Clhristohnrch) 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.(Fin8biiry,E.) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  6.  N. 

Barrsn,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  J.Williams(Devonp'rt 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.(  Bedfordshire 

Brace,  William 

Brlgg,  John 

Broddehurst,  W.  B. 


AYES. 

Brunner,  J.F.L.(Lancs.,Leigh) 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D  . 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.  Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  PoUard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Cans  ton,  Rt.  Hn.  RichardBJiight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
j  Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  W. 

Cobbold,  FeUx  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm.J.(S.Pancra8,W. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.  H.(Su8sex,E.Grist'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 


Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemonth> 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.> 
Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duckworth,  James 
Dnncan,C.  (Barrow-in-Furness^ 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gill,  A.  H. 
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QloTer,  Thomas 

Ooddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterboroagh) 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Chorohi]! 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Haroonrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Leiris 

Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tydril 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

HasUm,  Lewis  (Monmoath) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  8. 

Hisham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Hlingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laialaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  P.(Aoorington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Haodonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(FalkirkB'ghB) 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 


Acland-Hood,Rt  Hn.Sir  AlezF. 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(City  Lond. 
Banner,  John  8.  Harmood- 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.(Marylebone,  E.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 
Agnew,  Gleorge  William 
Alden,  Percy 


{COMMONS} 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S.) 

McVeigh  Charles  (Donegal,  E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mansfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks,  G.Croydon(Lannceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alphens  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nichol8on,Charlee  N.(Donca8t'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

0  Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'MaUey,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Paul,  Herbert 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinburgh,Centna 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy,  A.  Rolland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Bee?,  J.  D. 

Richards,Thoma8  (W.Monm'th 

Richards,  T.  F.(WolTerh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  Charl^  H.  (Lincoln) 

Robertson,  Rt.'Hn.  E.  (Dundee) 

Robert8on,Sir  G.Scott(Bradf  rd 

Robertsop,  J.  M.  (Tyneeide) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robeon,  Sir  William  SnoWdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

NOES. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Morpeth,  Viscoimt 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 


Disputes  BiU.  1652 

Rose,  Charles  Day 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.(CleveUad) 
Schwann,  C.  Doncan  (Hyde) 
8ohwann,Sir  C.E.(lIanohe8tet) 
Soott,A.H.(A8hton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitxim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Sununerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant.Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somw8et,E. 
Thome,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leioeatcr) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 
Ward,W.Dadley  (Southamphn 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfar) 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wibon,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pwcraa,  &) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (WeBth)ughton) 

Tbllxbs  fob  the  Aybs — ^Hr. 
Whiteley    and    Mr.    J.    A. 
1^  Pease. 


Fea8e,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Rawlinson.John  Frederick  Feel 
Smith,  F.  E.(Liverpool,  Walton) 
Thomson,  W.  Mitchell  (Lanark 
Valentia,  Viscount 

TiLLXBS   rOK  THE   NoBS — Si. 

Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
Evelyn  Cecil 


j     The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,   225  ; 
I  ^oes,  24.    (Division  List  No.  308.) 

AYES. 

Allen,  A.AcIand  (CSiristohuroh)  I  Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Asquith,Rt.Hon.HerbertHenry  I  Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Astbury ,  J  ohn  Mei  r  |  Baker,  Joseph  A.  ( Knsboiy,  E. 
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Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  F.  B. 

Barnes,  O.  N. 

Barrao,  Rowland  Hitat 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Beiui,8ir  J.  Wi  Uiama(  Devon  p'rt 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W-CBedfordshire 

Brace,  William 

Brieg.  John 

Brdckleharst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.F.L.(Lancg.,Leigh) 

Burke.  E.  Haviland- 

Burnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Bart,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Baxton,Rt  Hn.  Sidney  Charles 

Cameron,  Robert 

Oauston.Rt.  Hn.  Rii  hani  Knight 

Channing,  Francis  A'lston 

Cbeetham,  John  Frederick 

CSierry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Chnrohill,  Winston  Spenoer 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C.  Goddard 

CleUnd,  J.  W. 

aough,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Ccdlina,  Stephen  ( Lambeth) 

Collins,Sir  W.J.(S.Panoras,W. 

Condon,  Thomas  doaepk 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Sussex,  B-Grinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Cullinan,  J. 

Da  vies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(8t  Panora8,N. 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Daokworth,  Jamee 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Fenwiok,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ffrenob,  Peter 

Fljrnn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

OiU,  A.  H. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.   Lewis  ^  * 

Hardie,J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

VOL.CLXn.     [FOUBTH 


{3  Adocst  190C} 

Harvey,  A.  O.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson, J.M.  (Aberdeen,W. 

Henry,  Charles  8. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hilb,  J.  W. 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Horniman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Illingworth,  Percy  N. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  William(Camarvonsliire 

Jowott,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewioh,  Sir  (jeorge 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lee8e,Sir  Joseph  E.(Acorington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Maodonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Maodonald,J.M.(  Falkirk  B'ghs 

Maokamess,  Frederic  C. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

Mac Voagh, Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 

MacVeigh,  Charles  (DonogaI.E. 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Laten,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Marks,G.  Croydon  (Launoeston) 

Alarnham,  F.  J. 

Masxie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Molteno,  Percy  Alpirt 

Montagu,  E.  8. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L,  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,Charle8N.(Donca  t'r 

Nolan,  Jo8e]>h 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  .Mid 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Grady,  J. 

SiRIIS.]  S  I 
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O'Malley,  William 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.E.(Edinburgh,Oentral) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  BoUand 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards.Thomas  ( W.Monm'th 
Riohards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpfn 
Richardson,  A. 
Riokclt,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberteon.Rt.  Hn.  B.  (Dundee 
RobortsonSir  G.Scott  ( Bradfrd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (T3rne8ide) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,8ir  C.E.(Manchcster) 
Scott.A.H  (Ashton-under-Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seoly,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulldi  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbnty 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
ThompsonJ.W.H.(Someraet,E. 
Thome,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Verney,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
WalUce,  Robert 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.(Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 
Ward  W.  Dudley^  Southampton 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.Pancra8,S.) 
Wilson.  W.  T.  (Westboughton) 
Tbixbrs  fob  tub  Ayks — Mr. 

Whiteley    and    Mr.    J.    A. 
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Aclan<l-Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F. 
Baloarres,  L'>ri 
Balfonr.Rt  Hn.  A.J.(City  Loud. 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beach.Hn.  Michael  Hugh  Hicki 
Bowleg,  G.  Stewart 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
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Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Aken- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Qibbs,  Q.  A.  (Bristol.  Wast) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Lyttelton,  Rt.Hon.  Alfred 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Parkea,  Ebenezer 
Pea8e,HerbertPike  (Darlington 
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Rawiioson,  John  Fnderiek  Perl 
Smith,  F.  E.(Li7er{iool.W«ltan 
Thom8on,W.  HitoSeUKUnut) 
Valeatta,  Viscount 


TcLLnts  roB  thh  Noi8— Sir 
Fraderick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
Erelyn  Cecil. 


*SiE  CHARLES  DILKE  moved  to 
insert  in  line  20  after  "working"  the 
words  "  and  such  attending  shall  not 
be  held  to  be  a  nuisance."  He  said  the 
Amendment  raised  the  question  whether 
those  who  engage  in  picketing  should  be 
subject  to  the  law  of  nuisance.  Nuisance 
was  an  ofience  which  could  be  dealt  with 
in  two  different  ways — a  public  nuisance 
by  indictment  and  a  private  nuisance  by 
injunction.  It  was  by  injunction  that 
they  would  have  to  deal  with  it  before 
the  courts.  This  was  the  subject  of  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  before  the  Stand- 
ing Committee,  and  a  great  deal  of 
evidence  was  given  in  regard  to  it  before 
the  Commission.  The  principal  witness 
on  the  law  with  relation  to  the  subject 
was  Mr.  Askwith,  K.C.  Mr.  Askwith's 
evidence  extended  over  two  or  three 
difEerent  sittings  of  the  Commission  and 
was  of  extreme  interest.  In  giving  his 
original  statement  he  said  that  peaceable- 
persuasion-picketing  might  be  struck  at 
as  a  nuisance  imder  common  law.  He 
read  the  words  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
and  Lord  Lindley  to  show  that  picketing 
might  amount  to  a  private  nuisance,  and 
be  subject  to  injunction,  or  that  it  might 
be  indicted  as  a  public  nuisance.  He 
was  examined  by  Mr.  Arthur  Cohen, 
who  was  one  of  the  highest  authorities 
on  the  subject,  and  in  that  examination 
he  said  that  if  peaceful  persuasion  was 
authorised  by  the  Bill,  and  if  a  new 
sub-section  were  passed,  it  did  not  follow 
that  it  would  prevent  persons  from 
taking  action  against  picketing,  and 
that  an  injunction  might  be  obtained 
against  workmen  engaged  in  peaceful 
persuasion  in  respect  of  its  being  a 
nuisance.  The  matter  was  brought  up 
on  several  subsequent  occasions,  and 
it  was  suggested  that  the  Bill  should 
contain  a  clause  as  to  picketing  on 
difEeient  lines  from  the  clause  now 
before  the  Committee,  but  very  similar 


to  a  clause  which  was  before  the  Com- 
mission in  difierent  Bills  they  examined. 
It  was  called  Mr.  Haldane's  suggestioo. 
Mr.  Cohen  put  a  whole  series  of  questioiu 
to  Mr.  Askwith  with  regard  to  that 
suggestion.  His  answers  were  reported 
at  page  37  of  the  evidence.  Mr.  Hald&ne'i 
suggestion  appeared  to  have  been  that 
picketing  should  be  dealt  with  as  a  pablic 
or  private  nuisance,  and  that  matter  wu 
pursued  for  some  time.  Mr.  Askwith  did 
not  appear  to  understand  the  exact  point 
pat  to  him.  He  said  that  picketing  was 
already  a  nuisance,  and  that  those  who 
engaged  in  it  were  liable  to  action  for 
public  and  private  nuisance,  in  the  waj 
both  of  indictment  and  '  injunction. 
Whether  they  should  leave  those  engaged 
in  peaceful  picketing  to  be  liable  to  four 
forms  of  prosecution — ^for  molestation  or 
obstmetion,  under  the  word  "reason- 
ablv,"  indictment  for  public  nuisance, 
and  injunction  for  private  nuisance 
—was  clearly  a  matter  which  ought 
to  be  raised  on  this  olause,  and  it 
was  for  that  reason  that  he  ventmed 
to  move  the  Amendment  to  see  what 
view  the  Government  took  upon  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  worf 
'working,'  to  insert  the  words  'and  sadi 
attendinx  shall  not  be  held  to  be  a  naisancc;" 
—{Sir  CharUt  Dilke.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  words 


Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  h,e  took  it 
that  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  pnt 
were  necessary.  His  right  hoa.  friend 
was  no  doubt  right  in  saying  tJiat  picket- 
ing in  the  sense  in  which  tha^  expression 
was  understood  before  the  pt^siag  of  the 
more  recent  legislation  in  regard  to  trade 
disputes  was  under  the  common  law  of 
the  nature  of  a  nuisance,  and  that  those 
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who  engaged  in  it  were  liable  to  a  prose- 
cution or  an  action.  Under  the  Act  of 
1875  the  only  authorisation  of  picketing 
was -by  way  of  qualification  of  the  section 
which  made  it  an  unlawful  act  for  any 
person  to  watch  or  beset.  This  Bill  put 
picketing  upon  an  entirely  new  footing. 
It  was  a  distinct  declaration  that  certain 
proceedings  shotild  be  lawful,  and  it  was 
perfectly  clear  if  the  framework  of  the 
clause  was  considered  that  any  acts 
which  came  within  its  scope  were  lawful 
acts ;  and  if  they  were  lawful  acts  they 
were  lawful  for  all  purposes,  and  they 
could  not  say  that  certain  acts  which 
were  lawful  acts  could  be  deemed  to  be  a 
nuisance,  because  a  nuisance  was  an 
unlawful  act,,  and  therefore  they  would 
have  a  contradiction  in  terms.  It 
followed  tik&t  any  picketing  which  was 
held  to  be  peaceable  and  reasonable  and 
which  was  conducted  with  the  view  of 
exercising  ri^ta  under  this  section  would 
be  held  by  a  Court  to  be  lawful  and  could 
not  be  held  to  be  a  nuisance.  It  was 
unnecessary  to  say  that  conduct  which 
ParUament  declared  to  be  lawful  should 
not  be  unlawful  in  the  sense  of  being  a 
nuisance. 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire,  N.E., 
Clitheroe)  said  he  wished  he  could 
be  satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  the 
Attorney-General,  but  he  was  afraid 
he  could  not.  The  words  of  the  old 
Act  dealing  with  this  question  were 
fairly  safe.    The  words  were — 

"Attending  at  or  near  a  place  where  a 
person  residei  or  works." 

Peaceful  persuasion  under  that  clause 
had  been  held  to  be  a  nuisance.  That 
was  their  difficulty.  Justice  Chitty 
stated — 

*'  Proof  that  the  nnUance  wm  peacelnlly  to 
penuade  other  people  would  afforid  no  defence 
for  such  an  action." 

At  present,  persons  might  be  peacefully 
persuaded  provided  the  method  cm- 
ployed  was  not  a  nuisance  to  other 
people.  That  was  the  whole  danger 
of  the  situation,  and  if  these  words 
were  not  accepted  he  was  afraid  they 
wopld  confer  certain  powers  by  the 
clause  which  could  be  knocked  out  by 
f>  charge  of  nuisance. 


*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  on  page  11  of  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  was  set  out  the  clause 
of  the  Bill  of  the  Member  for  Spen 
Valley,  and  that  clause  began  with  the 
words—  .  , 

"  It  ihall  be  lawfaL" 

The  Commissioners  added — 

"  although  the  evidence  might  be  such  as  to 
oonstitate  a  nuisance." 

They  seemed  to  take  the  opposite 
view  to  the  Attomey-GeneraL 

Sib  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  Com- 
missioners pointed  out  that  it  might 
be  held  to  be  a  nuisance,  but  if  they 
put  the  word  "reasonable"  in,  and  the 
Court  held  that  the  right  was  exercised 
in  a  reasotiable  way,  it  could  not  be  a 
nuisance,  because  if  it  were  a  nuisance 
it  could  not  be  reasonable. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY  -  JONES  diff.rod 
from  the  Attorney  -  General,  and 
said  he  was  perfectly  clear  in  his  own 
mind  that  the  objection  urged  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  was  well  founded.  The 
law  did  not  authorise  illegal  acts.  This 
section  did  not  authorise  illegal  acts.  Sup- 
posing they  showed  that  either  intimida- 
tion or  a  nuisance  or  molestation  had  been 
committed,  the  clause  would  not  protect 
against  an  action.  Therefore  the  clause 
was  perfectly  illusory  and  afforded  no 
protection  in  respect  of  nuisance.  The 
clause  did  nothing  more  than  state  what 
the  existing  law  was,  with  the  exception 
that  it  provided  that  they  must  also  prove 
that  the  acts  allowed  were  done  in  a 
reasonable  manner.  If  the  clause  passed 
in  its  present  form,  therefore,  trade 
unions  would  be  worse  oS  than  before, 
because  they  would  have  to  establish 
that  picketing  was  conducted  in  a  reason- 
able manner.  He  believed  his  right  hon. 
friend's  Amendment  was  good  law^and 
good  sense. 

Mr.  J.  WARD  (Stoko  -  on  -  Trent) 
gathered  from  the  observations  of  the 
Attorney-General  that  he  agreed  that  it 
was  necessary  to  provide  that  picketing 
should  not  be  treated  as  a  nuisance,  but 
that  his  contention  was  that  the  clause 
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was  already  framed  to  meet  that.  But 
trade  unionists  were  not  satisfied  that 
the  clause  as  drafted  did  meet  it.  If  the 
Attorney-General  agreed  with  them  in 
principle,  what  objection  could  he  have 
to  the  inclusion  of  the  words  suggested  in 
the  Amendment  1  He  hoped  the  ques- 
tion would  be  put  to  the  vote  and  that 
those  who  at  the  Gbneral  Election  agreed 


to  restore  trade  unions  to  the  position 
they  occupied  prior  to  the  TaS  Vals 
and  other  adverse  judgments,  would 
be  found  voting  for  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  divided :   Ayes   123, 
Noes  127.    (Division  List  No.  30».) 


braham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Alden,  Percy] 
Atherley-Jonos,  L. 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Baring,  Oodfirey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Bell.  Richard 
BiUaon,  Alfred 
Brace,  William 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Burke,  £.  Haviland- 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hod.  Thomas 
Byles,  William  PoUard 
Cameron,  Robert 
CasUereagh,  Viaoouat 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomlev 
Cond  )n,  Thomas  Joaepn 
Cooper,  O.  J. 

Corbott,C.  H.  (.Su88ex,E.arin8t'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cowan.  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemoutii) 
Crooks,  William 
CuUinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fnlham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  8.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duncan,  C.(  Barrow-in-Furness) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Eamonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Ffrenoh,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  CHiristopher 
GiU,  A.  H. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 


AYES. 

Hall.  Frederick 

Halpin,  J . 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Hazel.  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazletoa.  Richard 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

HiBs,  J.  W. 

Hiidsoa,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Jeakins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Xuneaton) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lohmann,  R.  C. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs) 

Maopherson,  J.  T. 

HacVeagh,  Jeremiah  ( Down,S.) 

MacVoIgh,  Charles  ( Donegal,  E. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

M  nfieM,  Harry  (Northants) 

Iflarks,  H.  H.  (Koat) 

Mastormaa,  C.  F.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

Morrell,  Philip 

Murphy,  John 

Nioholls,  George 

Nolan,  Joseph 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Grady.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pearce,  Robert  (SUffs.  Leek) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


Prioe.  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh.  Cealtal' 
Radford.  O.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  RoUand 
Richards.Thomas  (W.Moam'th 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'a 
Richardson,  A. 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Schwann,  C.  Dnnoan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.  (Manchester 
Soott,A.B[.(Ashtoa  under  Lyae) 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shaokleton,  David  Jamea 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Smith,  F.  S.(Liverpool,  Walton 
Smyth.  Thomas  F.(Laitrim.  8.) 
Snowdon,  P. 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart.  Halley  (Qreeiock) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Darham) 
Thome,  William 
T-iulniin,  (Jeorge 
Vornoy,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Waiters.  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Jo8»ph  (Barnsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoko  upon  Treat) 
Woir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  NortUi 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (GUmoigaa) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancias.  8.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughtoj) 


TCLLSBS      lOB      THI       ATB3— 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  and 
Ifr.  Feowiok. 


Acland-Hood.Rt  Hn  SirAlez.F. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Allen,  A.  Acland,'(Cliristchurch) 
Asqnith,  Rt.Hn.Herbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury.E.) 
Bolfour.Rt  Hn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John^S.  Harmood- 
Barrow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Mr.  J.  Ward. 


NOES 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn.Sir  J.Williams(Devonp'rt 

Bertram,  Julius 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black.Arthur  W.  (Bedfordshire 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brunner,  J.  F.  L.(Lanoa.,Leigh) 


Bryoe,  J.  A  (Invmieas  Bniglul 
Buzton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Chork* 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Causton.Rt.Hn.  Richard  Knight 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clarke,  C.  Goddaid 
aon^  W. 
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GoUiiiB,  Stepliea  (Lunbeth) 
Cnik,  Sir  Henry 
C^oasley,  William  J. 
Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Panora8,N. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dackworth,  James 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fnller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gibbs,  a  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbwt  John 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S. ) 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Chnrclull 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Le'wis 
Harvey,  A.  O.  C.  (Roohdale) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Raf  us  Daniel 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kins,  Alfred  John  (Knntsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 


{3  August  1906} 

Leeae^v  Jo8ephF.(Aoorington) 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd -George,  Rt.  Hon.  Daridj 

Lon^,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

Mackamess,  Frederio  0. 

M'Callam,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mark8,G.Croydon  (Launoeaton 

Hamham,  F.  J 

Massie,  J. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Napier.  T.  B. 

Nic)iolaon,CliarlesN.(Doaoa8ter 

NieM,  Herbert 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrene 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 

Paul,  Herbert 

Panlton,  James  Mellor 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  E.(Dandee) 
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Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rosie,  Charles  Day 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Seam,  J.  E. 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B. 

Siloook,  Thomas  Ball 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Cheeh.) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 

Tennant,  Sir  Edward  (Salisb'ry 

Thomasson,  Franldin 

Thompson,  J.W.H.(SomerBet,E 

Thomson,  W.  Mitchell  (Lanark) 

tJre,  Alexander 

Valeiitia,  Viscount 

Wallace,  Robert 

Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 

Ward,  W.Du(lley(Southampton 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Wiles,  Oiiomas 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  )York,  W.B.) 

TCLLIIS      rOB     TRB     NoH — 

Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  desired  to  ask  the 
Chairman's  ruling  upon  a  personal  matter. 
In  the  Division  Lobby  while  the  division 
ivas  being  taken  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  the  Chief  Government  Whip, 
sought  to  induce  Members  not  to  vote  for 
the  Amendment  on  the  plea  that  if  they 
did  so  the  Government  would  move  to 
report  progress  and  certain  consequences 
might  follow.  But  that  was  a  mere 
preKroinary.  The  personal  matter  upon 
^^hich  he  wished  to  ask  the  Chairman's 
ruling  was  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
said— 

"  If  yon  vote  fur  this  Amendment  yon  are 
playing  this  fellow's  game — " 

pointing  to  himself  (Mr.  Keir  Hardic) 
«hen  he  said  "  this  fellow."  He  wished 
to  ask  whether  a  personal  remark  of  that 
kind  was  in  order  ? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  keir  HARDIE :  What  is  it  then  ? 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  There>  no  threat 
of    an    improper    character    in   saying 


that  the  Government  would  report 
progress  in  certain  circumstaiices  or  in 
saying  that  "  You  are  playing  this 
fellow's  game."  It  seems  to  me  to 
come  under  the  head  of  persuading 
peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable  manner. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THB  TREASURY  (Mr. 
George  Whiteley  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Pudsey):  The  description  of  the 
oonversatioQ  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  given  is  absolutely  correct.  It  was  the 
great  necessity  of  avoiding  an  accident  to 
the  Bill  which  made  me  say  so,  and  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  take  this 
incident  to  heart. 


Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE :  I  wish  to  ask 
why  the  Chief  Whip  does  not  think  that 
as  a  matter  of  personal  honour  he  should 
withdraw  the  offensive  remark  "  This 
fellow." 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  If  the 
hon.  Member  thinks  it  offensive  I  will 
withdraw  it.  But  it  was  not  intended 
to  be  oS^nsive. 
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Basingstoke)    had    an    Amendment   on 

the  Paper  to  move — 

"In  page  1,  line  20, after  tli«  word  *  working,' 
to  inaert  the  words  '  proTided  that  nothing  in 
thi«  section  shall  make  it  lawful  to  procure  the 
breach  of  any  contract  or  to  act  so  as  to  c'aoae 
reasonable  apprehension  in  the  mind  of  ony 
person  that  violenoe  will  be  used  to  him  or  hU 
family,  or  damage  be  done  to  his  property.'  " 

*Thk  chairman  said  the  first  part 
of  the  hon.  Member's  Amendment  was 
in  order,  but  the  second  part  was  not< 
It  was  in  order  down  to  the  words 
"  breach  of  contract." 


♦Mb.  CLAVELL  SALTER  accordingly 
moved  a  proviso  to  the  effect  that 
nothing  in  this  section  should  make  it 
lawful  to  procure  the  breach  of  any 
contract.  He  said  he  wished  to  insert 
words  which  would  make  it  clear  that 
picketing  should  not  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  inciting  and  procuring  persons 
to  break  their  contracts.  When  he  had 
the  honour  of  speaking  on  a  previous 
occasion  he  pointed  out  that  this  Bill 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  it 
possible  for  pickets  to  incite  people 
to  break  their  contracts  without  punish- 
ment, and  he  thought  the  learned 
Solicitor-General  d-ssented  from  that 
view.  He  then  asked  that  words  should 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill  which  would 
make  the  matter  dear.  He  noticed  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean  proposed  to 
deal  with  this  matter  on  Clause  3,  and 
if  it  was  left  generally  that  a  picket 
was  allowed  to  solicit  people  to  abstain 
from  work  when  those  people  were  under 
contract,  the  sentence  would  be  ambigu- 
ous in  the  highest  degree  upon  the 
point  whether  it  would  be  unlawful 
to  solicit  persons  to  break  their  contracts. 
He  would  ask  the  Attorney-General 
whether  following  the  declaration  of 
the  Solicitor-General  he  did  not  think 
it  was  desirable  that  this  question 
shovld  be  dealt  with,  either  in  the 
form  he  suggested,  or  in  some  other  and 
better  form,  in  order  to  make  it  clear 
that  the  picketing  and  solicitation  which 
were  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  clause 
should  not  be  such  as  to  procure  breaches 
of  contract. 


"In  page  1, line 20, after  the  word  '  working' 
to  insert  tlie  words  '  provided  that  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  make  it.  lawful  to  procnra 
I  he  breach  of  any  contract.'"- -ifr.  OaiUl 
Salter.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  wurdi 


*8iB  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment.  He  had 
previously  explained  to  the  Committee 
why  he  could  not  do  so.  He  did 
not  think  the  Amendment  woold 
be  in  the  interests  of  fair  play  and  free 
speech,  and  it  would  make  the  appUcatioiL 
of  the  clause  exceedingly  difficult.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Derby  tohi  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  went  down  to  a  town 
in  South  Wales  to  persuade  a  number  of 
railway  employees,  who  had  been  recruited 
in  the  East  End,  not  to  interfere  with 
the  strike,  and  he  made  a  speech  to 
them  at  the  station,  and  that  it  turned 
out,  although  he  had  no  knowledge  (A  tiie 
fact,  that  these  men  were  brought  down 
under  a  contract  by  the  company,  sod 
were  bound  to  work  during  the  stiike. 
He  did  not  think  this  Amendment  mi 
in  the  interests  of  free  speech 
which  might  be  inspired  by  a  desire  to 
get  fail  play.  On  these  considerstioni 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment. 


SiE    E.    CARSON 
very    great    difficulty 


said  he  found 
in  ascertaining 
either  what  was  the  view  of  the 
Attorney-General  on  thb  Amendment, 
or  what  was  ihe  meaning  of  the  section. 
He  could  not  say  whether  this  sectarai 
would  threaten  or  persuade  men  to 
break  their  contracts  or  not,  but  he 
thought  it  was  a  clause  that  must  bring 
very  great  difficulty  to  any  tribunal 
before  which  it  might  come.  If  he 
were  a  younger  lawyer  than  he 
was  he  would  be  delighted  with  it 
He  really  thought  they  ought  to  make 
this  thing  clear.  They  were  divided 
very  sharply  about  this  question  and 
he  did  not  hesitate  in  the  least  to  put 
his  own  views.  What  was  the  use  of 
passing  a  section  in  this  Bill  which  would 
cost  years  of  argument  and  hundreds  of 
pounds  to  take  it  up  to  the  House  of  Lords 
to  decide  exactly  what  this  House  meant 
to  settle  in  this  matter.    If  they  were 
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going  to  legitimise  nnisance  or  crime  or 
anything  illegal  let  them  say  so  in  plain 
tenns.    Aa    sure    as    this    clause    was 
passed  what  would  happen  would    be 
that  they  would  find  these   questions 
coming  before  the  Courts ;  they  would  be 
argued  at  great  length  and  tite  Courts 
would  decide.  The  Cotirts  might  decide  it 
in  a  way  the  Govoroment  did  not  intend 
and  then  they  would  have  hon.  Members 
coming   down   and  saying,  "It  is   all 
the  faolt  of  the  Courts  who  have  made 
a  law  we  did  not   intend    to   make." 
That  was  a  very  unfair  thing  to  say  of  the 
Courts,  because  they  put  these  things  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  mig^t  be  fairly 
said  to  mean  that  one  was  only  to  persuade 
a  man  not  to  break  a  contract  or  to  be 
open    to    the    construction    that    the 
man  was  at  once  to  cease  work  and  to 
disregard  his  contract.      If  the  Courts 
were  asked  to  find  out  what  it  was  this 
House  of  Commons    determined    they 
would  always  assmae  that  anything  that 
had  hitherto  been  illegal  was  still  illegal, 
unless  this  House  said  in  the  plainest 
terms  that  they  intended   to 
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alter  it ;  the  Courts  could  only  alter  it 
in  the  very  narrowest  way,  because  they 
would  naturally  say  the  House  of  Com- 
mons could  not  have  intended  to  make 
legal  that  which  had  hitherto  been  illegal. 
He  once  heard  a  Judge  when  construing 
a  section  of  an  Act  say —  , 

"  As  regards  this  Act  of  Legislature  I  am  in 
the  position  of  a  person  trying  to  constme  the 
will  of  an  illiterate  testator.  I  cannot  make 
out  irhat  he  meant,  and  he  Ib  not  here  for  me 
to  ask." 

That  was  exactly  the  case  here.  If 
the  House  desired  to  authorise  a  person 
to  break  his  contract  it  ought  to  say  so. 
He  was  not  going  to  argue  the  question, 
but  be  did  sa^  in  aU  sincerity  that 
there  was  an  important  and  difficult 
question  of  law  arising  on  this  'point, 
and  he  thought  the  House  ought  to 
decide  the  matter  for  itself  one  way 
or  the  other. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  t-^Ayes,  29  ; 
Noes,  231.    (Division  List  No.  310.) 


Acland-Hood,  Sir  Alex.  F. 

Baloarres,  Lord 

Balfoar,Rt.Hn.A.J.(City  Lond. 

Banbniy,  Sir  IVederick  Qeorge 

Banner,  John  S.  Rarmood- 

Beach,  Hn.Michael  HughHicks 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Castlereagh,  Viscount 

Care,  George 

CecU,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 


AYES. 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Maryleboue,  E.) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Crog,  Harvey 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Oibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon, J.  (Londonderry.South 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broodley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Nield.  Herbert 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,Herbert  Pike( Darlington 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Smith,  F.  E.{LivBrpool, Walton 
Thomson,  W.  Mi tchell-(  Lanark 
Valentia,  Viscount 

Tbllbrs  roB  TRB  Ayis — Mr. 
Salter  and  Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Agnew,  Cieorge  William 

AWen,  Percy 

Ailen,AAoland  (Christchnrch) 

Asquith.Rt.  Hn.Herbert  Henry 

Astbnry,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baring,aodfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  O.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  J.  WiUiam8(Devonp*rt 

Bertram,  Julias 

Billson.  Alfred 

Black,ATthur  W.(Bedford*hiTe 


NOES. 

Brace,  William 
Brigg,  John 
BrTCklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J. F.L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryoe,  J.  A  (Inverness  Burghs) 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buzton,Rt.Hn.S]rdney  Charles 
Cameron,  Robert 
CJampbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
CauBton,Rt.Un.  Richard  Knight 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 


Cleland,  J.  W.. 

Clough,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Collins,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Sua8ex,E.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Cullinan,  J. 

Da  vies,  Timothy  (Fulhara) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 

Dilke  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duckworth,  James 

Dtmcan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
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Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Uanley) 

Elibank,  Mister  of 

Estnonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Feawick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ffrencb,  Peter 

Plynn,  Peter  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gill,  A.  H, 

Gladstone.Rt  Hn.  Herbert  John 

Glover,  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Right  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdoen,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hifis,  J.  W. 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones.William  (Camarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kokewioh,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Leese.Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

TiBhmann,  R.  C. 


{COMMONS} 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire, Wirral) 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd -George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Longh,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Ciiarles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  B.  (Leicester) 

Maodonald,J.  M.(FaIkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MaoVeagh,Jeremiah  (Down,S. 

MacVei^,Charle8  (Donegal,E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks,  G.Croydon  (liionoeston 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nichol8on,Charle8  N.(Doncagt'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

0'Brien,Kendal  (Tiperary  Mid) 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'MaUey,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Paul,  Herbert 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearoe,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.E.(Edinburgh,  Central 

Rain.y,  A.  Rolland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rae,  Russel'  (Gloucester) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm'th 

Richards,  T.F.(Wolverhampt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.E.(Dundee) 

Robertson,Sir  G.  Scott(Bradf  d 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robeon,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 


Disputes  BUI  1668 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  CSiarles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L(CleT)iUn(l) 
Schwaim,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Sohwaui,Sir  C.  E.  (Mancheetn) 
Soott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyw 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Sbaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (H-wiokR) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(L9itrim,8.) 
Snowdon,  P. 

Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyalph  (Chuh.) 
Steadman,  W.  a 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A,  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Snmmerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W-  (Durham) 
Teimant,Sir  Eklward  (Salisbnij 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompwm,J.W.H.(8omenet,E 
Thome,  William 
Tonlmin,  George 
Urc,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leioetttr) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bameley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  'ftMit 
Ward,W.Dudley(Southampton 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonsliire) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York.  W.B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Hid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.(St.Pancra«,  8.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhou^ton) 

TiLuras  FOB  TH«  Nobs— Ur. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A.  F«Ke. 


Sib  JOHN  WALTON  claimed,  "  That 
the  Question  '  That  Clause  2  stand  part 
of  the  Bill '  be  now  put." 


Question  put,  "That  the  Qoestion 
'  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill ' 
be  now  put." 


The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  231 ;    Noes,  31.    (Division  List  No.  311.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Agnew,  George  WiUiam 
Alden,  Percy 


AYES. 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christohurah) 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 


Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedfurd) 
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Barnard.  E.  B. 

Bamee,  0.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hint 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Bell.  Riohaid 

Bellain,  Caiiyoa 

Beiui.Sir  J.WilliamiKDeToap'rt 

Benn.W.(T'w'r  Hamlete.S.aeo. 

Bertram.  Julias 

Billaon.  Alfred 

Blaok.Arthur  W.(Bedford8hire) 

Brace.  William 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner.J.  F.  L.(Laoos.,Iieieh) 

Bryce,  J.  A.  (InTerneas  Burghs) 

Burke,  E.  Havilaad- 

Bums,  Rt.  Hoa.  John 

Bomyeat.  W.  J.  D. 

Bort.  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buzton.Rt.Ha.Sydaey  Charles 

Byles.  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell- Bannerman.  Sir  H. 

Carr-Qomm.  H.  W. 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Chary,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill.  Winston  Spencer 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke.  C.  Goddard 

Oeland.  J.  W. 

Clough,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

CoUin8,SirWm.J.(S.Pancra8,W. 

Coadon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  0.  J. 

Corbett.C.H.(Sa8sez.E.Orinst'd 

Cornwall.  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig.  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Cullinan,  J. 

Dariee,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies.  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dickinson.  W.H.(8t.Fancra8.N. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duckworth.  Jaipes 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Perens.  T.  R. 

Ffrench.  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas.  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone.Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 

GloTer,  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Feabody 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

HaU,Frederiok 

Htl^n,  J. 
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Hardie.J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil 
Hardy.  George  A.  (SafMk) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth.  Arthur  A. 
Hasel,  Dr.  A.  B. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen.W.) 
Henry.  Charles  S. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  CHiarles  E.  H. 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
niingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs.  RufuB  Daniel 
Jacoby.  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kear  ey,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich.  Sir  George 

Kelley.  George  D. 

Kettle.  Thomas  Michael 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont.  Norman 

Leese.Sir  Jo8ephF.(  Aocrington) 

Lehmann.  R.  C. 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVesgh,  .Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MacVcigh.  Charles  (Donegal.E.) 

M'CaUum.  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop.  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stofford,  W.) 

MaUet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  8. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  PhiUp 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nioholls,  George 

N  icholson.Char  lesN .  (Doncaster 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Brien  .Kendal  (Tipperary  Mid 

O'Grady,  J. 


Disputes  Bill. 


1670 


O'Malley.  WilUam 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert(Stafrs.  Leek) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,C.  E.(Bdinburgh,Central) 
Radford,  G.  H 
Rainy,  A.  RoUand 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,  Thoma8(W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincobi) 
Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Dundee) 
Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(Bradrrd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S- 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdoa 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann.  Sir  C.  E.(Mam'he»ter) 
Scott,  A.H.  (Ashton  under Lyne 
Scars,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Scely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick.  B. ) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sileork,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S. ) 
Snowdon,  P. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Chesb.) 
Steadman.  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A  (Abingdon) 
Stuart.  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,.!.  W.H.(Somer8et,E. 
Thorne,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  8.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 
Ward,  W.Dud!ey(Southampton 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
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WiUde,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Qlamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R-) 
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Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,P.W.  (8tPanora8,8.)    j 
Wilson,  W.  T .  (Westiiougliton)  1 
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Tbllbbs  fob  THk  Ant- 
Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A 
Pease. 


Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Qeorge 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beaoh.Hn.  Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  O.  Stewart 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cavendish.KtHon.  Victor  CW. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 

Question  put  accordingly. 


NOES. 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone, 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Harvey 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  Q.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.(Liondonderry,South 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  Col.  H.  B. 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Nield,  Herbert 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Toneni 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pea8e,HeTbert  Ptke(Darnngt<m 
Rawlhison,John  FrederiekPeal 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Smith,  F.  E.(Liverpool,  Walton 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-(Linuk| 

TSIXSBS     FOB     THB     NolS— 

Sir  Alexander  Aclaad-Hood 
and  Viscount  Valentia. 


The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  288; 
Noes,  31.   (Division  List  No.  312.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 

Agne'w,  George  WilUam 

Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (ChriBtohnroh) 

Astbnry,  John  Meir 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portcmonth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbmy,  E. 

B*ring,  GocUrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  O.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.(Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn.SirJ.  Williams  (Devonp'rt 

Benn,  W.(T'w'rHamlets,8.Geo. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson  Alfred 

Black,  Arthur  W.  (Bedfordshire 

Braoe,  William 

Brigs,  John 

BrmUehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  StoT^ord 

Brunner,  J.  F.  L.  (Lano8.LeiKh) 

Biyoe,  J.  A.  (luTemess  Bnr^s) 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Biixton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 

Byles.  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

CSieetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C.  Goddard 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

(Sough,  W. 

CoblKtld,  Felix  Thomley 

CoUins,SirWm.  J.(S.Panora8,  W 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 


AYES. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,aH(Su8sex,E.Qrinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  WilUam  J. 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Folham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dickinson.  W.H.(8t.Panora8,N. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,C.(Barrow-in-Fumess 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esmonide,  Sir  Thomas 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Pfrench,  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christo^er 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gin,  A.  H. 

GIadstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glover,  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  Q.  (Peterborough) 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Ri(^t  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,  J.  Kair(MerthyrTVdvil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  F. 

Hazleton,  Richard 


Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.U.(Aberdeeii,W.i 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

HiUsTj.  W. 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Issaos,  Rnfos  Dwiiel 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John   (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones, William  (Camarvondun 

Jowett,  P.  W. 

Joyce,  Mioheal 

Kearley,  Hudscm  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  Cieorge 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Micheal 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knntsfocd) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lee8e,SirJosephF.(Aocringtco) 

Lchmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wiml) 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,    Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Ciiarles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Maodonald,J.M.(  Falkirk  B'ghi 

Mackamess,  Freiderio  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MaoVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S- 

MaoVeigh,Charles(Donegal,  E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Regiaa'd 

M'Kinop,W. 
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lUIet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Hany  (Nortiuuits) 

Morklmm,  Arthur  Basil 

Mamhsm,  F.  J. 

Maasie,  J. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Holteiio,  Percy  Alport 

llootagu,  K.  8. 

Morgan,  O.  Hay  (CommH) 

Uorrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Kapier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nichols<Mi,CharIe8N.(D<nica8t*r 

Nolan,  Joaeph 

Norton.  Oapt  Oeoil  William 

0'BrieB,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Malley,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Paul.  Herbert 

Patilton,  James  Mellor 

PBaro^  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Power,  Patrick  Joaeph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinburgh.Central 

Badford,  G.  H. 

Bainy,  A.  Rolland 

Baphael,  Herbert  H. 

Bea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Bees,  J.  D. 

Bichards,Thoma8  (W.Honm'th 

Bichards,T.  r.(WolTerh'mpt'n 
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Riohardson,  A.  '* 
Riokett,  J.  Ciompton 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Linooln) 
Robertson,  Bt.  Hn.  E.(Dimdee) 
Robwtsoo.  SirG.Soott(Bradf  rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  8. 

Rofason,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 

Samnel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Maiiobester) 
Scott,A.H.(A8hton-under-Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
SeaTems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Ibjor  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitarim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.  Lynlph  (Chesh. 
Steadman,  W.  C 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Stranas,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Snmmerbell,  T. 
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Ta^r,  John  W.  (Dnrliam) 
Xennant,  Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
ThomassoB,  Franklin 
Th«mpson.J.W.H^Somerset,B: 
Thome,  William 
Toulminy  George 
Ure,  Alezmder 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Heniy 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,.S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bsrnsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 
Ward,W.Dudley(Southampton 
Weir,  James  GMloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Partiok  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUlax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wibon,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wibon,  John    (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pauora^  &) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (WesthoughtoQ) 
Yozall,  James  Henry 


TmLLMBa      FOB     THB     AtIS— 

Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn.SirAlexF. 

Bstcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond.) 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Georg« 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Beaoh,  Hn.Miohael  Hugh  Hicks 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Castlereagh,  Viscount 

Cave,  GeorM 

Cavendi8h,Bt.Hon.ViotoTC.W. 


NOES. 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Ceoil,  Lord  R.(Marylebone,E.) 
Dougl«8,Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Harvey 
Fletcher,  J.  8. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.(LondoaderTy,Sottth 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 


Lytteltoo,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Bbenezer 
Pease.HerbertPike  (Darlington 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,Watton) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Txu^Bs  roB  THB  NoBS— Mr 
Rawlinson  and  Mr.  Salter. 


Cbuse  3 : — 

*Me.  BOWLES  moved  an  Amend- 
ment on  page  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out 
the  words  '  contemplation  or.'  He 
could  not  underatand  why  tiioee  words 
were  placed  in  this  clause  at  alL  In  an 
ordbary  trade  dispute  any  act  done  which 
bterfered  with  the  trade  or  employment 
of  some  person,  or,  what  was  far  more 
important,  the  right  of  some  person  to 
dispose  of  his  labour  as  he  willed, 
tow  gave  rise  to  action  as  a  tort. 
It  was  proposed  b}r  this  clause  to  differ- 
entiate and  withdraw  that  Idnd  of  remedy 
from  the  person  who  was  so  interfered 
with.    Was  it  necessary  to  extend  that 


imnranity  altogether  outside  the  four 
comers  of  an  existing  trade  dispute,  to 
the  illimitable  horizon  of  a  contemplated 
trade  dispute  ?  In  a  former  debate  h« 
said  that  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
gangway,  and  the  trade  union  leaders 
generally,  were  always  contemplating 
trade  disputes.  [Cries  of  "  No."]  Since 
then  he  had  had  the  advantage  of 
referring  to  an  interesting  article  written 
by  the  hon.  llember  for  Leicester, 
published  in  the  National  Review,  upon 
this  very  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  said 
in  that  article — 

"  A  trade  onion  is  organised  primarily  for 
industrial  purposes.  Its  essential  character- 
istic   it    that    of    a    fighting    machine.     No 
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other  featara  it  mar  hare  acquired  in  the 
coane  of  time  can  be  allowed  to  obliterate 

that._ No  one  has  any  right  to  expect 

tliat  intelligent  and  clear-sighted  workers  will 
bc_  cajoled  into  any  other  view  of  trade 
anionism  than  that  it  is  an  engine  of  war 
perfoming  hnmane  and  benefioent  fnnctions 
unriug  peace." 

He  supposed  that  whilst  a  trade  union 
was  contemplating  a  trade  dispute  would 
be  a  time  of  industrial  peace.  He  could 
understand  giving  power  of  an  altogether 
extraordinary  character  to  trade  unions 
of  masters  and  men  during  an  industrial 
war,  but  he  could  not  understand  upon 
this  clause  any  more  than  upon  the 
other  why  they  should  extend  those 
immunities,  the  only  defence  of  which 
was  that  they  were  necessary  because 
of  the  extraordinary  conditions  of 
industrial  war,  to  a  time  which  was 
admittedly  one  of  industrial  peace  during 
which  these  disputes  were  merely 
in  contemplation.  The  words  were  ex- 
tremely wide.  The  view  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  was  that  trade 
unions  were  engines  of  war. 

The  chairman  :  May  I  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  what  this  clause 
deals  with  is  "  an  act  done  by  a  person  in 
contemplation  or  furtherance  of  a  trade 
dispute."  The  hon.  Member  is  talking 
about  trade  unions,  and  a  trade  union  is 
not  a  person. 

*Mb.  BOWLES  contended  that  a 
member  of  a  trade  union  was  a 
person.  The  avowed  policy  of  thi 
clause  was  to  apply  only  to  a  time  of 
industrial  war,  and  he  did  not  understand 
why  it  should  be  extended  to  the  mere 
contemplation  of  a  trade  dispute.  He 
hoped  the  learned  Attorney-General 
would  be  able  to  explain  why  this  very 
wide  extension  of  this  principle  was 
considered  necessary. 

Sib  JOHN  WALTON  said  this  clause 
was  inserted  to  meet  the  suggestion 
that  it  would  be  well  to  give  legislative 
effect  to  the  decision  of  the  House 
of  Lords  in  the  case  of  Allen  v.  Flood. 
The  Commissioners  had  themselves 
framed  a  provision  even  wider  than 
that  contained  in  the  present  Bill,  and 
the  words  "  in  contemplation  or  further- 
ance of  a  trade  dispute  "  were  a  restriction  I 

Mr.  Bmdes. 


which  the  Commissioners  suggested  at 
an  improvement  of  the  law.  The 
majority  Report  stated — 

"  That  an  Act  should  be  passed  to  deckie  tint 
an  individnal  shall  not  be  liable  for  doing  aaj 
act  not  in  itsdf  an  actionable  tort  only  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  an  interference  with  aooUMr 
person's  trade,  business,  or  employment'' 

He  took  that  view  himself.  He  thought 
the  hon.  Member  for  Norwood  would 
acknowledge  that  he  had  diacnsaed 
at  considerable  length  the  effect  of  the 
words  "contemplation  or"  in  con- 
nection with  Clause  1,  and  in  regard  to 
this  Amendment  he  had  used  much 
the  same  arguments.  Consequently  he 
had  repeated  the  answer  which  he 
gave  upon  an  earlier  Amendment. 

Sir  EDWARD  CARSON  said  he  did 
not  want  to  prolong  this  discnssioii 
in  regard  to  the  words  "  contemplation 
or."  He  understood  that  it  was  not 
proposed  to  alter  the  law  at  all  by  this 
section,  but  the  Attorney-General  merely 
wished  to  make  the  law  clear  as  it  had 
been  laid  down  in  the  Courts. 

*Mb.  BOWLES  said  he  remained  of 
the  same  opinion,  but  as  he  did  not 
desire  to  detain  the  Committee,  he  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  next  Amendment  stood  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Clavell  Salter  as  follows  :— 

"  In  page  1,  line  IS,  after  the  word '  dispute,' 
to  insert  the  words  <  between  employers  and 
workmen.'" 

*Mr.  CLAVELL  SALTER  said  he 
moved  an  Amendment  in  regard  to  this 
matter  on  the  first  clause.  It  was  defeated 
by  a  substantial  majority  and  he  did  not 
desire  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee  in  moving  this  Amendment. 
The  Committee  would  remember  that  on 
the  occasion  of  the  discussion  of  the 
other  Amendment  the  Attorney- General 
admitted  the  necessity  of  defining  "  trade 
dispute,"  and  said  he  would  consider  the 
matter.  He  did  not  know  whether  it 
would  be  convenient  for  the  hon.  and 
learned  (Gentleman  now  to  give  the 
definition.  He  thought  it  wouJd  be  of 
great  f assistance  to  know  what  were 
the^^terms  of  the  definition  of  "trade 
dispute"  which  he  proposed  to  in- 
corporate in  the  BilL 
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The  chairman  :  I  think  the  hoo. 
Member  had  better  move,  as  there  is 
nothing  before  the  Committee. 

*Me.CLAVELL  SALTER:  Then  I  beg 

to  move. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  15,  after  the  word  '  dUpate,' 
to  imert  the  worda  '  between  employers  and 
workmen.'  "—{Mr.  Clavell  Salter.) 


Question  proposed, 
he  there  inserted." 


That  those  words 


Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  could 
not  formally  at  this  stage  give  a  defini- 
tion in  reply  to  a  question  of  this  kind. 
He  said  he  would  do  so  on  the  Report 
stage,  and  he  certainly  would. 

♦Me.  clavell  SALTER  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  moved  to  leave  out 
the  words  ''as  a  tort."  He  did  not 
know  the  meaning  of  the  words  as  used 
here,  and  he  did  not  like  to  assent 
to  the  inclusion  of  words  in  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  unless  he  knew  what  they 
meant.  He  could  not  imderstand  how 
an  act  could  be  actionable  otherwise 
thau  as  a  tort.  He  would  be  glad  to  be 
instructed  on  the  matter. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"Is  page  1,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  as  a  tort.'  "—{Lord  R.  Cecil.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  could 
not  see  how  it  could  be  actionable  as  a 
tort  under  this  clause.  He  could  not 
accept   the    Amendment. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  did  not  desire 
to  press  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  Attorney-Greneral  was 
inclined  to  accept  the  Amendment  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  to  insert  after 


"  only "  the  words  "  that  it  induces 
some  other  person  to  break  a  contract 
of  employment  or."  I^  he  was  not  pre 
pared  to  accept  it  he  must  proceed  to 
argue  it. 


Sir  JOHN  WALTON : 

to  accept  it. 


I  am  wiUing 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  under- 
stood that  from  his  previous  speech. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  after  the  word  '  only  '  to 
insert  the  words  '  that  it  induces  some  other 
person  to  break  a  -contract  of  employment, 
or:  "—{Sir  Chariet  Dilke.) 


Question     proposed, 
words  be  there  inserted.'' 


'  That     those 


Lord  R.  CEX)IL  said  he  strongly  held 
that  these  words  did  make  this  a 
different  clause  indeed,  and  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean  considered  it 
better  not  to  explain,  being  an 
old  Parliamentary  hand,  how  far  the 
words  went.  Here  they  were  proposing 
to  say  that  provided  an  act,  which 
unquestionably  would  be  aotionable  under 
other  circumstances,  was  done  in  further- 
ance of  a  trade  dispute,  it  was  not  to  be 
actionable  whether  it  was  done  by  a  trade 
union  or  anybody  else.  Any  act  done 
with  the  view  of  inducing  another  to 
break  his  contract  was  to  be  free  from 
any  action.  That  was  a  very  serious 
proposition  indeed.  It  would  make  a 
considerable  difference  in  the  circum- 
stances which  he  thought  should  bo 
actionable.  It  would  make  an  enormous 
difference  in  a  large  number  of  commercial 
transactions. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  It  is  quite 
recent  law. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  it  had  been  law 
for  more  than  half  a  century  now.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  said  it  was  quite 
recent  law.  That  only  meant  that  it  was 
so  declared,  and  that  the  point  had  never 
arisen  before.  It  was  always  the  law, 
and  that  was  the  assumption  they  had  to 
make.  It  was  only  the  first  time  that  1  he 
Courts  had  had  it  brought  before  them. 
It  was  an  important  and  a  far-reaching 
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nnttot,  aud  htt  did  hope  Ukat  tiie  Attocacy- 
Qflneral  would  not  assent  to  the  insertion 
of  the  wocds  at  ^ve  o'clock  on  a  ^ciday 
afternoon. 

Ms.  CAVE  (Surrdy,  Kingston)  said 
this  was  a  serioup  inattei.  He  had  the 
Beport  of  the  Commission  before  him,  and 
he  found  that  the  Commission  expressly 
negatived  this  very  Amendment.  It 
was  directly  contrary  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commission,  and  he 
would  suggest  to  the  Committee  that 
it  should  not  be  accepted  without  much 
consideration. 

Mb.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square)  said  the  Amendment  moved 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean  was  not  only 
absolutely  against  the  recommendation 
of  the  Commission,  but  absolutely  against 
the  common  law,  and  so  far  from. its 
being  applied  merely  in  the  case  of 
trade  disputes,  it  altered  the  whole  of 
the  general  law.  The  matter  did  not 
stop  there.  It  was  not  only  against 
the  advice  of  the  Commissioners  and  the 
conlmon  law,  but  it  «ra3  against  the  vie>7 
the  Attorney-General  formerly  expressed. 
Hie  right  hon.  Baronet  might  not  have 
t^en  present  when  the  Attorney-General 
said  it  was  against  his  opinion.  What 
he  said  to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
a  moment  ago  was  that  this  clause  *&% 
declaratory,  and  that  it  involved  no 
amendment  of  the  existing  law.  No 
one  could  contend  that  that  opinion  was 
in  harmony  with  the.  acceptance  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  Amendment. 

•Me.  RUPU8  ISAACS  (Reading) 
thought  there  was  some  confusion  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  Surely  no  one 
would  state  that  it  ^ras  against  thecommon 
law  merely  to  induce  some  other  person  to 
break  a  c<mtract  of  employment,  though 
it  was  actionable  to  do  so  maliciously. 
This  clause  did  not  touch  that.  All 
it  said  was  that  merely  to  induce 
a  person  to  break  a  contract  of 
emplo3Tnent  was  not  actionable.  He 
should  just  give  an  instance  to  bring 
home  to  the  mind  of  the  Committee 
the  distinction  between  the  two  classes 
of  oases.  He  instanced  a  man  whose 
daughter  was  engaged  to  be  married — 
a    promise   which    was    a  contract    at 

Lord  R.  Cecil. 
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common  laW.  Suppose  after  the 
promise  of  marriage  the  father  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  Would  be  rtxj 
undesirable  that  his  daughter  shonld 
marry  the  man.  There  <ras  no  ground  in 
law,  nothing  had  happened  which  «oald 
justify  a  breach  of  contract  in  the  ordinaiy 
sense,  but  nevertheless  there  were  ci^ 
cumstances  vhich  plaiidy  indicated  to  the 
father  that  it  was  desirable  his  daughter 
should  not  marry  this  man  to  whom  she 
was  engaged  under  a  valid  contract  at 
common  law,  and  he  induced  her  to 
break  the  contract  whioh  she  had  made 
to  marry  the  man ;  and  therefore  he 
persuaded  his  daushter — persuaded  her 
Mrith  e3ect,  which  was  inducing— 
to  break  the  contract  by  refuHng 
to  marry.  Thereupon,  if  the  view 
of  the  law  was  as  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  an  action  could  be 
brought  by  the  man  against  the  h^us 
for  having  unlawfully  induced  hb 
daughter  to  break  the  contract.  The 
father  would  say  in  answer,  "Wdl, 
I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to 
advise  my  daughter  to  break  this 
contract,  which  could  not  possibly  lead 
to  a  happy  marriage."  TniCTcapon,  if 
the  jury  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
acted  honestly  under  a  sense  of  duty,  he 
did  not  believe  an  action  could  be  main- 
tained. That  was  an  instance  of  bdocing 
a  person  to  break  a  contract,  but  it  was 
an  instance  of  doing  it  not  maliciously. 
Again,  suppose  a  particular  work 
which  was  carried  on  by  the  men  of  a 
union  was  most  injuriously  afieeting 
the  health  of  the  men.  Thereupon 
the  trade  union  leaders  said  to  the  men, 
"It  is  true  you  are  under  contract 
to  give  a  month's  notice,  but  if 
you  wait  to  serve  that  month  the 
result  will  be  that  you  may  not  all 
be  alive  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and 
therefore  what  we  advise  you  to  do  is  to 
break  your  contracts  and  come  out,  and 
let  an  action  be  brought  by  the  em- 
ployers against  us,  the  officials  of  the 
union,  for  having  induced  you  to  break 
your  contracts." 

Sib  p.  BANBUBY  :   Th^  would  not 
do  it. 

♦Me.  BUFUS  ISAACS  said  he  quite 
agreed.    They   would  not  do  it,  and 
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whj  ?    Because   it   was   oaly   inducing 
a  person  to  break  a  contract  of  employ- 
ment, but  if  it  was  malioionsly  inducing 
a  person  to  break  a  contract  of  employ- 
ment then  it  was  actionable.    It  had 
been  laid  down  by  the  Courts  of  law  that 
it   was    actionable   to    induce   a  man 
to  break  &  contract  if  the  inducement 
was  malicious ;  and  the  Courts  had  said 
that    maliciously    to    induce    a    person 
to  break   a   contract   meant  to  induce 
him  to  do  it  without  jmt  canse  or  excuse. 
Where,  he  thought,  there  was  a  difficulty 
— «nd  he  was  afraid  always  must  be  a 
difficulty   in  the  present  state  of  our 
law — was  to  detennine   on  which   side 
of  the  law  the  inducement  was  to  fall, 
whether  it  was  with    or  without  just 
cause    or    excuse.     The    trade    union 
representatives  would  remember  a  case, 
in    which      this      point    was     raised, 
which  went  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
when    the    matter    was    discussed    at 
great  length.    The  point  then  was  in 
respect  of  the  action  taken  by  the  South 
Wales    Miners'    Federation   in   inducing 
men     to     break     their    contracts     of 
employment    in    order   to   restrict    the 
ou^ut  of  coal,  so  that  they  might  keep 
up  the  rate  of  wage,  which  it  was  their 
doty  to  maintain.    The   questi<m  was 
whether  that  \Ca8  a  malicious  induce- 
ment to  break  a  contract.    There  was 
c(HiBiderable   divergence   of   opinion   on 
the   point,    which    he    might   iUuB<arate 
by  saying  that  in  the  first  Court  it  was 
held  that  these  men  having  acted  honestly 
and  done  what  they  conceived  was  right 
in  pursuance  of  their  duty  as  members 
of  the  trade  union,  their  action  ooukl 
not  be  held  to  be  malicious,  and  the 
case  A  as  decided  in  favour  of  the  trade 
uni(m.    On  appeal,  hovCever,  it  was  held 
by  the  majority  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
and    by    the    House     of     Lords    that 
these     circumstances    did     not    afford 
just  cause  or  excuse.     In  that  case  the 
tribunal  Was  pressed  very  hard,  both 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  in  the  House 
id  Lords,  to  explain  what  they  thought 
would  be  just)  cause  or  excuse  in  the  case 
of  a  trade  union ;  but  the  Courts  con- 
tented themselves    with  saying  that  in 
their  view  this  particular  case  did  not 
fall  within  the  lines  of  being  an  induce- 
ment with  just  cause  and  excuse.    He 
had  (mly  referred  to  these  oases  for  the 
purpose  of  pointing  out  to  the  Committee 
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that  what  they  were  asked  to  do  by  the 
inMrtion  of  these  Words  was  not  to 
change  the  law  unless  they  inserted  also 
in  that  same  clause  the  word  maliciously, 
which  tihe  right  hon.  Baronet  did  not 
propose  to  insert,  and  Which  had  not 
been  accepted  by  the  Attomey-Geoaeal. 
The  clause  would,  if  it  was  intended  to 
change  the  law,  have  to  be  so  amended 
as  to  read  after  "only,"  "that  it 
maliciously  induces  some  other  per- 
aaa  to  break  a  oontraet  of  employment." 
In  his  view  the  words  proposed  to  be  in- 
serted would  not  be  construed  by  the 
Courts  as  changing  the  law,  but  would 
be  held  as  the  remaining  parts  of  the 
clause  admittedly  were,  merely  declara- 
tory of  the  law. 

Sis  E.  CARSON  said  that  what  he 
understood  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
that  the  words  made  no  change  at  all. 
But  it  had  been  held  that  if  they  inten- 
tionally procured  a  man,  he  did  not  use 
the  word  "  maliciously  "  at  all,  but  if 
they  did  it  intentionally  and  without 
some  just  cause  or  excuse  they  did  then 
give  rise  to  something  that  was  action- 
able. What  he  wanted  to  know  Was, 
was  the  Amendment  before  them  not 
intended  to  cover  or  relieve  a  case 
where  a  trade  union,  or  any  person,  in 
the  course  of  a  trade  dispute  in- 
tentionally brought  about  a  breach 
of  contract.  If  it  was  only  going  to 
cover  a  case  where  it  Was  a  breach  of 
contract  la^ully  brought  about,  and 
if  all  these  words  meant  was  that  it 
should  be  lawful  hereafter  to  do  what 
had  hitherto  been  lawful,  then  he 
would  not  oppose  the  insertion  of  the 
words;  but  his  own  opinion  was  that 
there  would  be  a  very  strong  argument 
upon  the  words  hereafter,  and  how  it 
would  be  decided  he  did  not  think  any 
lawyer  could  say. 


*Mb.  SHACKLETON  said  that  so  far  as 
the  legal  gentlemen  were  concerned  they 
might  argue  the  point  for  an  hour,  but  he 
and  his  friends  knew  this  matter  from 
experience.  He  would  give  an  instance 
wMch  occurred  to  himself,  and  he  thought 
the  Committee  would  realise  that  this 
was  a  case  which  ought  to  be  covered.  In 
this  case,  after  considerable  delay  and 
after  every  effort  to  bring  about  a  settle- 
ment, they  had  a  strike  in  a  Lancashire 
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I  own.      The    dispute    was    not   about 

wages ;  it  was  about  the  quality  of  tbe 

material    supplied    to    the    operators. 

They  endeavoured  to  get  compensation 

for  the  bad  material  and   they  failed. 

Eventually     the     weavers     themselves 

demanded  that  they  should  cease  work 

rather  than  go  on  as  they  were,    and 

the     union    had    to    consent    to     this 

and    to     serve     notice    in    a    proper 

manner.    The    employers    immediately 

sent  out  a  circular,  advertised  in  the 

newspapers,  and  placarded  the  town  all 

round  to  this  effect — 

"  Wanted,  weavers  for mill.  Standard  lUt 

of  wagea  paid." 

No  operative  who  had  been  out  of  work 
for  two  years  would  refuse  to  rush  to  the 
firm  for  work  where  the  employer  had 
declared  that  the  trade  union  rate  of 
wages  was  paid.  As  the  result  of  that 
advertisement  they  got  the  workmen. 
As  secretary  he  claimed  the  right  to  call 
a  meeting  of  those  weavers  and  explained 
to  them,  "  You  have  been  brought  here 
.under  a  wrong  impression.  The  dispute 
is  not  about  wages  at  all,  but  about  bad 
material,  which  has  in  efiect  reduced 
wages.  We  ask  jou  to  consider  whether 
it  is  a  fair  thing  for  you  to  come  down 
here  to  take  positions  on  information  of 
this  kind  which  is  only  part  of  the  truth 
and  not  altogether  true."  He  proceeded  no 
further  and  said  not  another  word  to  those 
weavers,  but  the  efiect  of  that  statement 
of  the  other  side  of  the  case  was  that  they 
refused  to  go  on  any  longer  or  to  assist  the 
employer  in  his  effort  to  force  on  the  old 
employees  bad  material,  and  they  broke 
the  contract.  Thej  were  under  a  contract 
to  give  seven  or  fourteen  days  notice. 
Was  he,  for  simply  stating  the  facts  of  the 
case  in  that  way,  to  be  held  responsible  as 
an  individual  ?  It  had  been  held  to  be 
illegal  to  induce  those  people  to  break 
their  contracts,  and  therefore  he  thought 
the  Committee  would  fully  realise  that  it 
was  unreasonable  to  put  them  in  such  a 
position  that  they  would  be  landed  in 
serious  consequences  for  simply  stating 
the  facts  of  the  case.  In  that  case,  how- 
ever, he  loft  these  people  to  decide  for 
themselves  whether  they  would  break  the 
contract.  He  knew  how  risky  it  was 
under  the  law  as  it  then  stood  and  he 
refused  to  go  any  further  than  simply 
Mr.  ShaeMeton. 
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state  the  true  facts.  He  thought  they 
were  entitled  to  exemption  in  regsid  to 
an  action  such  as  that. 

*SiB  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  had 
not  spoken  after  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
moved  the  Amendment  because  that 
very  question  arose  in  the  disoussion  od 
an  earlier  clause.  It  was  then  stated  that 
the  doctrine  of  Bowen  v.  Hall  was  in- 
applicable in  the  course  of  such  disputes 
as  were  contemplated  by  this  Bill,  and  he 
gave  the  Committee  some  reasons  for  sup- 
porting that  view.  In  the  first  place  that 
doctrine,  novel  as  it  was,  depended 
entirely  upon  the  consideration  whether 
the  persuasion  used  was  malicious.  The 
ordinary  oases  of  persuasion  of  which  they 
had  had  illustrations  in  the  speech  just 
made  could  scarcely  be  held  to  he 
malicious  in  any  fail  sense  of  the  term, 
although  so  regarded  by  the  law ;  that 
was  to  say,  if  the  men  oonclucting  the 
strike  were  fairly  stating  the  case  of 
labourers  who  had  struck  to  labouien 
who  were  imported  they  could  scarcely 
call  that,  proceeding  malicious.  Then 
were  many  cases  in  which  workmen  me 
engaged  in  ignorance  of  or  under  eome 
misrepresentation  of  the  true  nature  oi 
the  dispute.  If  the  law  were  to  put  a  stop 
to  every  effort  at  persuasion  in  regard  to 
men,  however  numerous,  who  had  entered 
into  contract  under  misappreheuBioo, 
however  grave,  it  would  be  impossible 
that  these  disputes  should  be  conducted 
on  equal  terms. 

*]lR.  HILLS  did  not  thbk  the 
Amendment  went  far  enough.  Even 
if  a  person  induced  a  man  to  break 
his  contract  for  a  malicious  motive  and 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  person 
who  induced  the  breach,  he  held  that 
justice  would  be  satisfied  by  giving  the 
person  whose  contract  was  broken  a 
right  of  action  against  the  person  break- 
ing it,  and  not  against  the  third  person 
who  had  induced  the  breach.  In  all 
these  disputes  a  great  many  wrongs  were 
done  for  which  there  was  no  legal  remedy. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  moved 
as  an  Amendment  to  the  Amendment  to 
insert  after  "  induces  "  the  words  "  other- 
wise than  maliciously."  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Reading  had  told  them  that  the 
Amendment  was  of  oojpraotical  effect, 
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as  it  was  ooveied  by  the  law  as  it  stood 
at  present.  Great  harm  was  done  by  not 
making  the  clauses  peifeotly  olear,  and 
all  he  desired  to  do  was  to  make  distinct 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  House  of 
Gommons  on  this  point.  This  was  not  a 
questimi  of  a  father  seeking  to  prevent 
a  daughter  carrying  out  a  foolish  marriage 
contract.  They  we^e  now  dealing  with 
grown-up  men  who  were  supposed  to 
know  what  they  were  doing.  Take  the 
case  of  a  colliery  dispute.  The  men 
might  go  on  strike  because  of  a  dispute 
about  wages  or  something  else.  As  a 
result  the  colliery  might  be  flooded  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  worth  of 
damage  done.  Surely  it  would  be  ab- 
solutely wrong  to  sanction  such  a  thing 
as  that.  He  wished  by  his  Amendment 
to  introduce  a  safeguard  against  such 
damage  as  that  being  done  to  the  industry 
of  the  country. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed, 
Amendment — 

"  After  tbe  word  '  induces '  to  inaert  the 
worda  'otherwise  than  malioioasly'," — (Sir 
Frtderiek  Banbnry.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
said  that  this  was  one  of  those  cases  in 
which  there  was  a  general  agreement  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  done,  but  a  difEerence 
as  to  how  it  should  be  done.  He  agreed 
that  such  action  as  that  described  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Clitheroe  ought  not  to 
involve  a  legal  liability.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  did  not  like  to  see  introduced 
into  an  Act  of  Parliament  words  which, 
on  the  face  of  them,  seemed  to  justify  a 
wrongful  act.  A  trade  union  official 
ought  to  be  protected  in  making  a  true 
statement  of  facts  ;  but  to  suggest  that 
there  were  interests  in  the  country  which 
must  be  relieved  from  the  ordinary 
mcidenoe  of  the  ordinary  law  was  a 
thing  repellent  to  every  law-making 
assembly.  All  that  it  was  desired  to 
save  would  be  saved  by  the  Amendment 
to  the  Amendment,  and  he  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  favourable  consideration  would 
be  given  to  the  suggestion  of  his  hon. 
friend. 

*SiB  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  oases 
which  had  been  described  by  the    hon. 

VOL.  CLXIL    [Fourth  Skriks.] 


I>i$putes  BiU.  1686 

Member  for  Clitheroe  would,  he  feared, 
be  held  by  a  court  of  law  to  be  cases  of 
malicious  persuasion.  Qye  v.  Lumley  was 
the  case  of  an  opera  manager  inducing 
a  singer  under  contract  with  a  riv^ 
to  break  her  contract  and  enter  hig 
employ.  In  that  case  it  was  held 
that  there  had  been  a  seducing  of  the 
servant  of  one  employer  to  join  the  service 
of  another.  Bowen  v.  Hall  was  a  very 
similar  case.  Supposing  they  had  the  case 
of  a  trade  union  secretary  or  representa- 
tive trying  to  induce  a  number  of  work< 
men  brought  in  from  an  outside  district 
to  leave  their  work  from  a  feeling  of 
camaraderie,  and  they  had  entered  into 
contracts  for  some  months  in  advance — 
suppose  he  tried  to  induce  them  to  leave 
their  employment  notwithstanding  their 
contracts.  What  would  be  the  argument  ? 
It  would  be  said  that  the  persuasion  used 
had  a  self-regarding  motive  and  was  not 
done  upon  any  ethical  ground  or  under 
the  obligation  of  any  t&naiy  or  social 
tie,  but  that  it  was  malicious  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  law.  What 
the  Government  had  felt  was  that  this 
word  "  maliciously  "  under  the  construc- 
tion it  received  at  present  would  pre- 
vent operations  which  were  almost 
essential  to  a  strike  and  which  Parlia> 
ment  meant  to  sanction.  Take  the 
illustration  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Derby,  who  went  down  into  the 
country  to  explain  the  merits  of  his 
strike  to  a  large  number  of  men  imported 
by  the  railway  company  whom  he 
wished  to  join  the  men  who  had  struck. 
He  was  enjoined  by  injunction  by  the 
High  Court  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
maliciously  inducing  them  to  break  their 
contracts.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
conduct  of  a  strike  was  exceedingly 
difficult. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  could  not 
argue  as  to  the  meaning  which  the 
courts  of  law  would  attribute  to  the  word 
"  maliciously,"  but  the  contention  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  (Gentleman  entirely 
destroyed  the  meaning  of  the  English 
language  and  made  the  business  of  the 
House  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  ridicu- 
lous. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY- JONES  thought 
that  this  was  an  important  and  debatable 
Amendment,  and  agreed  with  much  that 
had  been  said  by  the  Opposition.    To 
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advise  a  person  to  break  a  contract 
vrad  an  illegal  act  and  an  action  would 
lie  for  it  to  recover  damages.  The  only 
def<jnce  wtts  a  justification.  That  was 
il  a  person  (iould  show  that  frodi  family 
ifelatibn  or  that  front  a  fiduciary  position 
he  gave  the  advice,  then  it  Was  justified, 
tlnd  then  only  could  he  escape  the 
Consequences.  The  word  "  maUcious  " 
was  entirely  made  meaningless.  It  had 
lio  meaning  in  law  in  regard  to  a  civil 
action  except  in  regard  to  a  malicious 
^osecution  case  or  an  action  for  slander 
or  libel.  Malice  in  an  ordinary  action  at 
civil  law  meant  nothing  except  that  the 
dcts  should  be  done  intentionally,  because 
if  it  was  done  inadvertently  no  action 
would  lie.  Supposing  A  advised  B-  to 
break  a  contract,  the  Court  would  find 
quite  apart  from  the  fact  whether  his 
act  was  malicious  or  not  that  an  action 
would  He,  and  the  only  answer  was  that 
it  was  done  in  consequence  of  the 
relation  between  the  parties  such  as  that 
of  father  and  son,  who  were  entitled 
to  give  advice  oie  to  the  other.  What 
the  Committee  had  to  do  was  to  make 
an  exception  in  the  case  of  trade  imions, 
and  to  say  that  whereas  all  other  persons 
might  not  advise  breaches  of  contract 
with  impunity  trade  unions  might 
so  advise.  [Cries  of  "  Oh !  "]  He  adhered 
to  his  statement,  and  he  should  like  to 
hear  any  lawyer  get  up  and  point  out 
in  what  respect  it  was  not  correct.  It 
was  sought  to  be  laid  down  that  in  the 
case  of  a  trade  union  it  was  not  to  be 
illegal  to  induce  a  person  to  break  a 
contract,  and  he  said  that  whereas  in 
respect  of  other  persons  who  induced 
a  person  to  break  a  contract  it  was  action- 
able, if  this  clause  passed,  in  the  case 
of  trade  unions  it  would  not  be  action- 
able. Now  was  it  desirable  to  allow 
this  Amendment  to  pass  ?  Taking  it 
away  from  the  narrow  point  of  law  he 
thought  it  desirable.  Undoubtedly  the 
action  of  trade  unions  in  the  case 
of  strikes  was  to  induce  persons  not  to 
enter  into  the  employment  of  an  employer 
in  whose  works  a  strike  existed,  and 
the  effect  might  be  an  inducement  to 
break  a  contract  although  it  was  not 
intended  to  indicate  breaking  of  contracts 
as  a  general  line  of  poUcy.  A  very 
learned  Judge,  Lord  Cairns,  drew  that 
distinotion  between  advice  for  a  general 
policy  of  Iweaking  contracts  and  advice 
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for  the  breach  of  an  individual  contract. 
The  trade  unions  naturally  trod  the 
narrow  dividing  line  between  legaUty 
and  illegality,  and  therefore  it  was 
necessary  that  the  bw  should  exercise 
great  indulgence  in  respect  to  thdr 
liabilities  and  actions  under  the  law. 
Therefore  he  thought  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  should 
be  accepted.  The  question  of  "  maU- 
ciously  "  did  not  enter  into  the  matter 
at  all,  the  point  being  whether  there 
was  advice  to  beak  a  contract  and 
whether  that  advice  could  or  could 
not  be  justified  upon  the  narrow  lines 
which  the  Courts  had  laid  down. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  wished  to  call  attention 
to  the  rather  strange  position  in  which 
they  were  placed  owing  to  the  speeches 
of  the  Attorney -Qeneral  and  of  the  hon 
and  learned  Member  for  Reading.  He 
wished  to  ask  the  Qovemment  a  plain 
question :  Did  they  think  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  un- 
amended made  any  change  in  the  present 
law  ?  If  it  was  going  to  make  any 
change  then  it  ought  not  to  be  put 
into  this  clause,  because  this  clause 
had  been  recommended  to  the  House 
as  making  no  change  in  the  law,  and 
as  being  simply  declaratory  of  the 
existing  law.  If  the  Government  were 
going  to  make  any  change  in  the  law 
in  this  respect  it  ought  not  to  be 
done  in  this  portion  of  the  Bill,  hut 
in  a  subsequent  clause.  If  they  were 
going  to  put  in  any  change  of  the 
law  here  they  were  going  to  do  some- 
thing which  they  were  not  entitled 
to  do.  The  present  position  appeared 
to  be  characteristic  of  the  Government's 
attitude  right  through  the  Bill.  They 
said  to  the  Opposition,  "  You  need  not 
mind  this :  we  assure  you  it  makes 
no  change  or  very  little  change  in  the 
existing  law."  Then  they  turned  to 
the  Labour  Members  and  said,  "Now. 
we  are  giving  you  all  that  you  ask." 
That  was  exactly  what  the  Govoti- 
ment  had  done  in  respect  to  this  Amend- 
ment. The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney- 
General  made  a  speech  which  might  be 
taken  either  way ;  either  that  it  made  a 
change  in  the  law  or  that  it  did  not 
make  any  change  in  the  law.    But  the 
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hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  must  make  up 
his  mind  which  horse  he  was  going  to  ride. 
He  most  make  up  his  mind  as  to  whether 
this  did  or  did  not  make  any  change  in 
the  law.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man had  grounds  for  his  statements,  but 
he  thought  he  could  explain  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "malicious"  in  this  connection. 
Malicious  meant  with  an  indirect  motive. 
It  was  a  little  complicated.  The  meaning 
was  settled  many  years  ago,  and  at  the  time 
that  it  was  settled  that  was  its  ordinary 
meaning.  It  was  not  the  lawyers  who 
changed  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"  malicious,"  but  the  ordinary  public. 
There  was  a  very  interesting  decision  with 
regard  to  this,  under  which  it  was  laid 
down  ■^at  "  malicious  "  originally  meant 
what  the  lawyers  attributed  to  it  but  that 
the  ordinary  people  had  changed  its 
zaeining.  In  the  process  of  time  many 
words  had  changed  their  meaning,  but  the 
law  being  conservative  by  tradition  had 
stuck  to  the  original  meaning  of  ihe 
word.  He  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to 
put  it  in  the  way  in  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  put  it.  There  must 
be  something  more  than  an  induce- 
ment to  break  a  contract.  It  must  be 
done  with  some  indirect  motive.  That 
was  the  nearest  they  could  get  to  the  true 
sense  of  the  word  "malicious." 

Sa  JOHN  WALTON  :  That  is  not  the 
■view  of  Lord  Herschell. 

LoBD  R.  CECIL  said  he  had  not  read 
his  judgment,  but  if  Lord  Herschell 
took  the  other  view  he  (Lord  R.  Cecil)  was 
wrong.  But  his  impression  had  always 
been  that  malicious  meant  some  indirect 
motive.  His  objection  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  was  that 
it  appeared  to  make  a  change  in  the  law 
and  it  was  put  in  with  a  view  to  inducing 
hon.  Members  to  beUeve  that  a  change 
in  the  law  was  made,  but  he  believed  no 
-change  was  made ;  and  that  they  would  not 
gfit  any  improved  po,.ition  from  it.  The 
orly  effect  of  the  Amendment  would 
be  that  it  would  result  in  a  great  number 
of  conflicting  decisions  which  could  not 
be  settled  except  by  the  House  of  Lords 
at  great^^expense.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  reject  the  Amendment. 

Ms.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield)  said  he  would  like  to  ask 
the  hon.  and  learned   Attorney-General 


one  question  on  this  Bill.  He  attached 
more  importance  to  this  clause  than  to 
any  other  clause  of  the  Bill.  What  he 
could  not  imderstand  about  the  clause 
was  this :  when  this  Bill  was  before  the 
last  FarUament  the  SoUcitor- General 
of  that  day  differed  from  the  present 
learned  Attorney-General  on  the  construc- 
tion of  the  language  of  the  clause.  Here 
in  this  case  learned  counsel  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  did  the  same  thing.  He 
wanted  to  put  this  simple  question  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attomey-G«neral : 
supposing  that  he  was  connected  in  his 
business  with  a  colliery  and  that  a 
strike  had  taken  place  at  a  colliery  which 
did  not  affect  his  mine.  The  trade  union 
thought  from  the  nature  of  the  case  it  was 
necessary  to  have  a  strike  at  the  adjacent 
colliery  which  had  no  interest  in  the  dis- 
pute, but  was  thereby  drawn  into  it. 
If  in  any  one  of  his  collieries  the  union 
drew  out  his  men,  had  they  a  right  under 
this  clause  to  call  his  men  out  without 
giving  him  the  usual  fourteen  days  notice? 
Because  if  they  did,  what  happened  ?  He 
did  not  say  that  they  would  do  it.  The 
trade  union  leaders  with  whom  he  had 
had  to  deal  had  always  dealt  with  him 
with  the  greatest  moderation,  and  owing 
to  their  moderation  had  saved  strikes. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  who  had  no 
knowledge  of  these  matters  could  not 
understand  the  assistance  they  obtained 
from  trade  union  leaders  in  preventing 
strikes.  But  if  trade  unions  were  allowed 
to  draw  out  men  without  any  notice 
what  would  be  the  result  ?  Was  it  reason- 
able that  colliery  men  should  throw  down 
their  tools  without  notice  ?  If  in  the 
course  of  a  dispute  he  imported  blacklegs 
he  admitted  at  once  that  he  would  have 
no  objection  to  their  proceeding  to  break 
their  contracts.  But  where  there  was  no 
dispute  between  him  and  his  men,  with 
whom  he  was  on  the  happiest  of  terms,  then 
he  said  it  was  wrong.  He  hoped  under 
the  circumstances  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  (Jentleman  would  give  an  assur- 
ance that  he  did  not  intend  to  adopt  the 
language  suggested  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House. 

♦Sir  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  under- 
stood the  illustration  of  the  hon. 
Member  to  be  this :  A  strike  was  going 
on,  not  owing  to  a  dispute  between  the 
hon.  Member  and  his  own  workmen,  but 
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in  a  neighbouring  colliery,  and  the  work- 
men in  the  employ  of  the  hon.  Member 
agreed  to  strike  in  order  to  support  the 
action  of  other  men  in  the  employ  of 
other  masters.  If  they  agreed  to 
strike,  they  were  engaging  in  a 
secondary  strike,  it  being  due  to  the 
action  of  men  in  the  employ  of  other 
masters,  whose  proceedings  it  was  desired 
to  protect.  There  they  had  one  of  the 
conditions  of  a  trade  dispute.  There 
they  had  it  proposed  that  a  number 
of  men  should  leave  their  work 
and  the  question  arose  whether  they 
should  leave  their  work  without  giving 
notice.  If  they  did  so  they  were  liable 
to  the  process  of  the  law.  This  clause 
proposed  to  enact  that  if  these  men 
broke  their  contracts  and  it  turned  out 
that  they  had  been  induced  to  break  them 
that  an  action  should  not  be  brought 
against  the  persons  who  had  induced 
them    to    break    their    contract.      To 


make  that  conduct  actionable  they 
must  act  maliciously,  which  eithw 
meant  without  just  cause  or  with  aa 
indirect  motive.  To  accept  the  Amend- 
ment to  the  Amendment  would  make  it 
impossible  for  the  leaders  of  the  trade 
unions  to  know  what  they  could  do  and 
what  they  could  not  do,  and  under  what 
difierent  oircumstances  they  could  or 
could  not  act. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  Does  the  Amend- 
ment make  a  change  in  the  law  or  does  it 
not? 

*SiR  JOHN  WALTON:  I  say  it  does. 

Question  put,  "That  those  words  be 
there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  30; 
Noes,  257.    (Division  List  No,  313.) 


Aoland-Hood,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  A.  £. 
Baloarres,  Lord 

Balf  our,Rt.  Hn.  A.  J(City  Lond. ) 
Beaoh,  Hn.  Michael  Hugh  H. 
Bowies,  G.  Stewart 
Carson,  Et.  Hn.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Cecil,  Lord  B.  Maryiebone,  E.) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hn.'A.|Akers- 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.B.) 

Agnew,  George  William 

Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchuroh 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  H. 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Atherley -Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker, Joseph  A.  (Fin8bury,E.) 

Banner,  John  8.  Hannood- 

Bftring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont.Hubert  (Eastbourne 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,  Sir  J.  Williams(Devonp't 

Benn,  W.(TVrHamletB,S.Geo. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Black,  A.  W.  (Bedfordshire) 

Brace,  William 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Sir  John  Walton. 


AYES. 

Fletcher,  J.  8. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  Col.  H.B. 
Ly  ttelton,  Rt.  Hn.  Alfred 
Marks,  H.H.  (Kent) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Peterstield 
Nield,  Herbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 

NOES. 

Brooke,  StopfordI 
Brunner,  J.  F.  L.(Lano8.,Leigh) 
Bryce,  J.  A.  (Inverness  Burghs) 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hn.  Thomas 
Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.  Sydney  Chas. 
Byles,  William  FoUard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carr-Gomm,H.  W. 
Causton,  Rt.  Hn.  Richard  K. 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland,  J.  W.  , 

aough,  W.  »1 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,SirW.  J.  (S.  Panoras.W. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J. 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 
Craig,  Herb.  J.  (Tynemouth) 


Pease,  Herb.  Pilce  (Darlington 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Rawlinson,  John  Fredericl;  P. 
Salter,  Arthur  CSavell 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool,  Walton) 
Thomson, W.  Mitchell  (Lanark) 
Valentia,  Visooont 

Tkllebs  fob  thb  Atk— Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and 
Mr.  Cave. 


Crooks,  William 
CroBsley,  Wm.  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fnlham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dickinson,  W.H.(St.FancraaN.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Charles 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan.C.  (Barrow-in-Pnmeas) 
Dtmn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanky) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Essex,  R.W. 
Everett,  R.  Laoey 
Fenwiok,  Chas. 
Feren8,T.R. 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herb.  John 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
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Maokomeaa,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Maopheraon,  J.  T. 

UacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S 

MaoVei^  Chas.  (Donegal,  E.) 

H'Callum,  John  M. 

H'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Uallet,  C!harleB  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthor  Basil 

Marks,  O.Croydon  (Laonoeeton 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Ma88ie,J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  O. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagn,  E.  S. 

Morgan,  O.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheos  Cileophas 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nioholls,  Oeorge 

Nicholson.Chas.  N.  (Donoaater) 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Brien,  K.  (TipperaryMid.) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'MaUey,  William 

Parker.  James  (Halifax) 

Paul,  Herbert 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearoe,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.E.  (Edinb'gh  Central) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy,  A.  Rolland 

Raphael,  Herbert  U. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Reee,  J.  D. 

Richards,  Thos.  (W.  Monm'th) 

Riohards.T.  F.(Wolverhampt'n 

Rohardson,  A. 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  C!has.  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Dundee 

Robertson,Sir  G.ScottCBradfrd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneeide) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  P.  E.  Newman 
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Ooooh,  (Jearge  Peabody 

<3mit,  Oorrie 

Oreenwood.  Q.  (Peterborough) 

Orey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

'Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Onest,  Hon.  lyor  GhurohiD 

Hall.  Frederick 

Hatpin,  J. 

Harcoiut,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  TydTil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

H^vey,  A.  Q.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haalam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haalam,  Lewis  (Monmoutii) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

HenderBon,J.M.(Aberdeen,  W.) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

HiSs,  J.  W. 

Hobhonse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hokien,  E.  Hopkinson 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  (Sarendon 

Dlingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaaos,  Rnfus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

JTacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

JTohnon,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  P.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kins,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Bbrnest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lament,  Norman 

Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  W.  H.  (CJheshire,  Wirral) 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Ljrell,  C!harlea  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Maodonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Maodonald,  J.  M.(Falkirk  Bgs. )     „ , 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  that  I  contract  of 
it  induces  some  other  person  to  break  a  I  inserted." 


Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herb.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.  E.  (Manchester 
8oott,A.H.(Ashton  underLyne) 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hn.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
SUoook,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hn.  John 
Sloan,  'Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth.Thomas  F.(Leitrim,  8.) 

I  Snowden,  P. 

I  Stan]ey,Hn.A.Lyulph((niesb.) 

.  Steadman,  W.  C. 

i  Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

I  Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

I  Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,  Sir  Edwd.  (Salisbury) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somer8et  K 
Thome,  William 
Tottlmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey.F.W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 
Ward,W.Dudley(8outhamp't'n 
Weir,  James  Galloway  : 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson.  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wibon,  John(Durham,  Mid.) 
WiUon,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras.  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon  , 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 
i  ^ 

I  Tkllbbs  job  the  Nobs — Mr. 
Whiteley    and    Mr.    J.    A. 
I      Pease. 

employment   or'    be    there 


The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,   255 ;    Noes,  30.    (Division  List  No.  314.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork.  N.E.) 

Agnew,  Cleorge  William 

.^den,  Percy 

Allen  ,A.Acland  (ChriBtchuroh( 

Asquith,Rt.Hon.HerbertHenry 

Astbnry,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  Jolm^(Portsmouth) 


AYES. 
Baker, Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,  E.) 
Baring.GiodErey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beaumont,Hubert  (Eastbourne 


Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Belbtirs,  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  J.  William8(Devonp'rt 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  H'mlet8,S.C!eo. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Billson,  Alfred 

Black,  Arthur  W.(  Bedfordshire 
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Braoe,  William 

Brigs,  John 

Br<»klehur8t,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bnumer  J.  P.  L.  (Lanos.,  Leieh) 

Bryoe,  J.  A.  (InvemesB  BnrgUB) 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Bart,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,Bt.Hn.SydneyCharle8 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton.Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  B. 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C.  Goddard 

aeUnd,  J.  W. 

Clough,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancra8,W 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H.(Su88ex,E.Grin8t*d 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crooks,  William 

Croesley,  William  J. 

CuUinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumess 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,   Clement   (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey      , 

Fenwick,  Charles     '-, 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ff  rencb,  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone.Rt.HnHerbert  John 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Grant,  Corrio 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Griffith,  EUis  J. 

Guest.  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,J.Keir(M"rtliyr  Tydvil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 


{COMMONS} 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Dorham) 

Hender8on,J.M.(Aberdeen,  W.) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

HilU,  J.  W. 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Oarendon 

niingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  RufuB  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

jMoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  P,  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.  (Accrington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  B.  (Leicester) 

MaodonaId,J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Maopherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S. 

MacVeigh,Charles(Donegal  E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

W'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Xorthants) 

Marks ,  G.  Croydon(  Launceston 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Maaterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Morgan,,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

MorreU,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

NichoUs,  George 

Nicholson,  CharlesN.{Donca8t'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 


Ditputes  BW. 
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Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,K0adal(Tipperat7Hid> 
O'Connor,  John(Odare,N.) 
O'Grady,  J. 
O'Malley,  William 
Parker,  Jamee  (Halifax) 
Paul,  Herbert 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearoe,  Robert  (Sta£b.  Leek) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  £.(Edinburg^Centna) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H.' 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Beee,  J.  D. 

Richards.Thomas  (W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.F.  (Wolverh'mpfn 
Richardson,  A. 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Unoolnj 
Roberta,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Dundee 
Robert8on,Sir  G.Soott(Bradf id 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyn«side) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  SnovdoB 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.(CleveUiid) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.  E.  (Manchcatec) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Ljm 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  Jamee 
Shaw,Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B. 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allesbrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,  8.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,Hon.A.Lyulph(Che9h.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Stranss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (SnnderUnd) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,Sir  E<lward  (Salisbury 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thomp8on,J.W.H.(Somerset,E. 
Thome,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
WaUace,  Robert 
Walton,Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  8.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnaley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 
Ward.W.Dudley  (Southampt'a 
Weir,  Jamee  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire 
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White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Korth) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 


Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan)  i  Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.)  |  Toxall,  James  Henry 


Aoland-Hood,Rt.Hn.SirAlex.F 

Balcatres,  Lord 

BaUoor,  Rt  Ha.A.  J.(Clty  Loud. 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Beach,Ha.)Iichael  Hugh  Hicks 

Bowies,  G.  Stewart 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Castlereagh,  Viscount 

Cecil,  Erelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 

Ceoil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 

DoQglas,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Lord  R.  CECIL  moved 
from  the  word  "  interferenoe  "  in  line  26, 
and  insert  the  words  "  in  restraint  of 
trade."  What  those  words  at  the  end  of 
the  clause  meant  he  did  not  know,  but 
he  knew  what  the  legal  doctrine  of 
restraint  of  trade  meant,  and  the  sooner 
it  was  abolished  the  better.  It  was  a 
doctrine  which  was  adopted  when  it 
was  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Courts  to 
regulate  trade  relations,  and  it  was  then 
laid  down  that  any  agreement  or  act 
that  was  done  in  reijtraint  of  trade  must 
be  on  grounds  of  pubUc  policy  wrong. 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  unreason- 
able for  the  Committee  to  lay  down 
generally  that  in  respect  of  trade  dis- 
putes no  action  should  be  brought  upon 
the  ground  only  that  the  act  complained 
of  was  in  restraint  of  trade.  That  would 
be  a  beneficial  alteration,  and  it  would 
have  considerable  effect  in  dealing  with 
trade  unions.  It  would  be  much  more 
intelligent  than  the  words  proposed  by 
the  Government  in  the  latter  part  of 
this  clause.  He  did  not  know  what  was 
in  the  mind  of  the  Grovemment  in 
regard  to  that  point.  He  .should 
like  the  Attorney  -  General  to  explain 
in  detail  what  those  words  meant,  and 
mainly  with  the  view  of  obtaining  that 
information  he  begged  to  move. 

Amendment   proposed — 

"  In  page  I,  line  26,  to  leave  ont  from  the 
word  '  interference'  to  the  end  of  the  clause, 
and  to  insert  the  words  '  in  restraint  of 
trade."'— (/>orrfi?.  CecU.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

*SiE  JOHN  WALTON  did  not 
think  the  words  which  the  noble  Lord 


Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson.  W.  T.  (Westhonghton) 

NOES. 
Du  Cros,  Harvey 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison- Broadiey,  0)L  H.  B. 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Muks,  H.  H.  (K?nt) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Feteiseeki 
Nield,  Herbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pea8e,Herbert  Pike(I>arlington 

to  leave  out 


Tbllbbs  i^}b  the  Aybs — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A 
Pease. 


Powell,  Sir  Francis  Shari) 
Rawlinson,  JohnFrederick  Pee 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Smith,F.E.(LiTerpool,  Walton) 
Thomson,W.MitcheU  (Lanark) 
Valentia,  Viscount 


Tbllbas  tor  thb  Nobs— Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and 
Mr.  Cave. 


proposed  to  substitute  for  the  words  at 
the  end  of  the  clause  were  quite  appropri- 
ate. This  was  not  a  question  of  restraint 
of  trade.  The  object  of  this  clause  was  to 
prevent  its  being  neld  that  conduct  was 
unlawful  merely  because  it  tended  to 
interfere  with  some  other  person  in  the^ 
conduct  of  his  trade  or  business  or  em- 
ployment, or  with  the  right  of  some  other 
person  to  dispose  of  his  capital  or  his 
labour  as  he  liked.  The  whole  of  the 
clause,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
phrase,  had  been  based  upqn  the  Report  of 
the  (Hommissioo.  For  these  reasons  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment.  , 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that  an 
answer  on  this  point  to  the  argument  of 
the  noble  Lord  would  be  found  on 
page  30  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, where  there  was  a  memorandum 
on  Allen  v.  Flood  by  four  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  the  words  he 
would  like  to  call  the  Attorney-General's 
attention  to  were — 

"  Or  with  the  right  of  some  other  person  to 
dianosis  of  his  capital  or  his  labour  as  he 
wills." 

Those  words  were  entirely  new,  as  far 
as  he  was  aware,  in  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  submitted,  without  going  into 
the  question  of  policy,  that  those  words 
were  too  wide,  and  ought  to  be  carefully 
considered  between  now  and  the  Report 
stage,  because  they  might  be  taken  to 
have  a  very  much  wider  meaning.  The 
words  recommended  by  the  Commission 
were — 

"  An  individual  shall  not  be  liable  for  doing 
any  act  not  in  itself  an  actionable-  tort  only  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  an  interference  with 
another  person's  trade,  business,  or  employ- 
ment." 
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The  additional  words  at  the  end  had  been 
suggested  since.  It  Was  not  absolutely 
clear  to  the  Comnuttee  «hat  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  words  they  were  voting 
no,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  the 
interpretation  given  to  the  words  might 
be  a  great  deal  wider  than  was  now 
known. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  did  not  mean 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  divide  on  this 
point,  but  he  wished  to  say  that  he  was 
left  completely  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  meant. 
He  really  thought  that  they  ought  to 
know  what  these  Words  meant.  They 
appeared  to  be  very  wide.  He  could 
conceive  of  their  interfering  with  the 
rights  of  a  person  to  dispose  of  his  capital. 
It  was  not  easy,  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  to  give  instances,  but  he  must 
say  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  words 
went  very  far  indeed,  and  unless  the 
Attomey-(3eneral  could  point  to  the 
kind  of  thing  he  had  in  his  mind  he  really 
asked  him  not  to  insist  on  the  retention 
of  these  words. 

Sib  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  object 
of  these  words  was  simply  to  make  it 
clear  What  the  nature  of  the  interference 
was. 

LOBD  R.  CECIL  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause,  as  amendeid,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  proposed 
the  omission  of  the  clause  on  the  ground 
that  it  legalised  boycotting.  The  clause 
had  been  varied  from  the  form  in  which  it 
originally  stood  when  introduced  into  the 
House.  It  legalised  boycotting  and  all 
sorts  of  steps  which  would  cause  hardship 
to  honest  people.  Since  the  clause  was  in- 
troduced it  had  been  made  ten  times  worsfe 
by  the  addition  of  the  words  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  There  was  a 
long  discussion  on  that  Amendment, 
which  not  only  added  to  the  evils  of  the 
clause  as  introduced,  but  went  very  much 
farther,  and  allowed  people  to  induce 
others  to  break  their  contracts.  They 
had  had  a  very  interesting  speech  from  an 
Mr.  Rawlimon. 
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hon.  Qentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House    who    represented    one    of  the 
divisions   of   Lancashire.    He  gave  an 
instance  of  what  might  happen  in  tiie 
case  of  a  dispute  at  a  colliery,  and  that 
was  ruled  out  of  order,  because  it  was  not 
the  question  before  the  Committee.    But 
it  was  the  question  before  the  Conunittee 
at    the   present    moment,  and   as  tiie 
clause  stood  now,  the  following  might 
happen.    Suppose  there  was  a  dispute  at  a 
colliery — quite  a  trivial  dispute,  some- 
thing like  the  case  of  a  foreman  being 
dismissed    and    his    reinstatement   de- 
manded by  the  trade  union  and  refused 
by  the  owners — and  a  strike  was  ordered, 
and  the  business  of  that  colliery  w&s 
taken    by   another    colliery.     Posmbly 
an     arrangement    might     be    entered 
into  by  these  two  collieries  whereby  the 
colliery  where  the  strike  had  taken  place 
should  receive  a  certain  portion  of  the 
profits  on  the  coal  which  would  have 
been  supplied  by  it  had  there  been  no 
strike.     He  could  conceive  of  that  hm% 
done    by     arrangement     between    the 
masters.    He  could  conceive  that  as  u 
easy  way,  or  a  very  good  way,  of  e«- 
deavouring  to  fight,  as  the  masters  wen 
entitled    to    do.    Let   the    Committee 
consider  what  the  position  would  be  ii 
this  clause  became  law.    There  had  been 
a  strike  at  Colliery  A  and  Colliery  B  had 
supplied  coal  to  the  customers  of  Collieiy 
A.    The  strikers  found  that  the  strike 
was    not    inflicting     the     injury    en 
CoUiery  A  which  they  wished  to  be  done, 
and  they  went  to  the  colUers  employed 
at   Colliery   B    and    induced   the  men 
who    were    employed    there    to    break 
their   contracts   and   come    out.    They 
would  not  be  Uable  for  that  act  under 
this  clause,  and  not  only  so,  but  owing 
to  the  Amendment  of  the   right  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean,  it  would  not  be  possible  for  the 
owners  of  Colliery  B  to  bring  an  action 
against  the  coUiers  in  Colliery  A.    It 
might  be  said  that  the  owners  of  Colliery 
B  could  bring  an  action    against   the 
colliers  in  their  employment  for  breach 
of  contract.    But  supposing  there  were 
5,000    or    6,000    men,    the    owners   of 
the    colliery    would     have     to     bring 
an  action  against  each  of  these  men, 
and  it  might  be  that  the  men  would 
not    have     a     sufficient     amount    of 
money  to  pay  the  fine.    What  would 
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l>e  the  good  of  taking  action  ?  The 
colliery  proprietors  would  have  lost 
their  money,  and  gained  nothing.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  that  would  be  a  most 
disgraceful  case,  because  the  union  in- 
terfered avowedly  and  admittedly  from 
a  desire  to  deal  with  certain  people  whose 
only  fault  was  that  they  were  not  members 
of  the  union.  Under  this  clause  that 
would  be  permissible.  It  had  been 
argued  that  the  majority  Report  of  the 
Commission  said  that  it  was  advisable 
to  alter  the  law  on  account  of  the  decision 
which  was  given  in  the  case  of  Allen 
V.  Flood.  Though  he  admitted  that 
the  members  who  composed  the 
majority  of  the  Commission  were  gentle- 
men to  whose  opinions  and  recommenda- 
tions great  importance  and  weight  should 
be  attached,  there  was  another  gentleman 
on  the  Cbmmission  who  gave  a  very 
difierent  opinion.  His  opinion  was  that 
in  the  case  of  workmen  who  did  not  wish 
to  join  in  a  strike  persuasion  might 
involve  interference  with  their  liberty  of 
action.  [Cheers  ]  He  was  glad  to  hear 
that  statement  cheered  because  it  was  ex- 
pressed in  weighty  words.  What  really  this 
clause  did  was  to  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
trade  union  power  to  say  what  people 
might  do  and  what  they  might  not  do. 
An  employer,  henceforth,  might  not  con- 
duct his  business  as  he  liked.  He  might 
not  employ  whom  he  liked,  he  might  be 
boycotted  by  a  trade  union  if  he  did  not 
do  what  they  told  him.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  What  about  employers  who 
boycott  working  men  1]  He  was  not 
in  favour  of  any  legislation  to  exempt 
employers.  If  they  did  what  was  wrong 
they  should  be  prosecuted.  At  the 
same  time  a  trade  imion,  if  they  did  what 
was  wrong,  should  be  punished.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  actually 
claimed  immunity  from  the  law  for  trade 
unions.  That  was  really  what  they  were 
wanting  at  the  present  moment.  He 
said  that  was  absolutely  wrong.  He 
believed  that  when  they  understood 
what  was  being  done  the  people  would 
not  approve  of  the  claim  that  was  made 
to  allow  a  trade  union  power  to  say  that 
a  man  might  not  earn  his  living. 

• 

Mb.  SHACKLETON:  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  is  unfair  in  that  statement. 
It  was  a  mere  slip  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 


Member,  and  he  corrected  himself  im- 
mediately on  attention  being  drawn 
to  it. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said  he 
did  not  understand  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
dispute  the  statement  he  made  with  regard 
to  the  opinion  attributed  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  He  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  the  hon.  Member 
made  the  statement,  and  that  he  after- 
wards withdrew  it.  He  was  not  in  the 
House  at  the  time,  but  he  saw  it 
reported  in  The  Times  newspaper, 
and  he  did  not  know  that  he  with- 
drew it.  If  he  had  known  he  would 
not  have  made  the  remark.  While  he 
desired  that  trade  unions  should  be 
allowed  to  do  what  was  lawful  in  this 
country,  and  that  there  should  be  no 
liability  put  upon  them  which  was  not 
put  upon  anybody  else,  he  objected  to 
their  being  allowed  to  use  their  power 
to  prevent  people  earning  their  liveli- 
hood in  any  way  they  chose.  He  ob- 
jected to  their  being  allowed  to  put 
coercion  on  people  who  were  not  really 
connected  with  any  strike  or  dispute, 
and  whose  only  oSence  was  that  they 
had  business  relations  with  one  of  the 
parties  to  a  strike.  This  clause  would 
permit  of  those  people  who  were 
perfectly  innocent  being  ruined  and 
wrecked  in  their  businessea  by  trade 
unions,  and  they  would  have  no  civil 
remedy  at  law.  That  was  an  un- 
reasonable proposition,  and  if  it  were 
passed  he  was  certain  all  the  small 
employers  of  labour  would  regret  the  day 
that  the  Bill  became  law. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  the  Attomey- 
Greneral  had  now  stated  that  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  introduced  a  new  principle 
of  law,  namely,  that  a  person  was 
allowed  in  a  trade  dispute  to  induce 
others  to  break  their  contracts  in  cases 
where  they  could  not  have  done  so 
before.  If  that  was  the  law  it  was  a 
very  important  matter  in  itself.  He 
wanted  the  Attorney-General  to  re- 
consider that  matter  before  the  Report 
stage  in  reference  to  the  first  clause. 
The  result  of  legalismg  any  person  to 
induce  others  to  break  contracts  was 
also  by  virtue  of  the  first  clause  to  allow 
a  conspiracy  of  persons  to  induce  others 
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to  break  contracts.  That  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  wide  and  serious  matter. 
It  might  be  a  matter  of  Uttle  importance 
for  an  individual  to  induce  another  to 
break  a  contract,  but  if  they  were  to 
allow  a  large  number  of  persons  to 
conspire  together  to  get  people  to  break 
contracts  he  thought  they  were  passing 
a  law  the  extent  of  which  it  was  very 
hard  to  realise  and  the  extent  of  which 
had  not  been  fully  considered. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing)  said 
the  Amendment  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  was  intended  to  prevent  the 
infliction  of  great  hardship  which  it  was 
conceivable  might  result  by  reason  of  the 
large  powers  which  trade  unions  would 

g assess  under  the  provisions  of  the 
ill,  but  since  his  Amendment  coidd 
not  be  moved  he  ventured  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
point  which  he  desired  to  make. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  looked  upon 
industrial  wars  as  a  necessity  ;  and  it  was 
perfectly  right  that  when  overbearing 
employers  sought  to  impose  unfairly 
onerous  or  oppressive  terms  upon 
their  workmen  there  should  be  methods 
by  which  the  workmen  could  resist.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  assert  that  in  some 
respects  the  provisions  of  the  clause  were 
not  justified  by  what  had  taken  place  in 
the  past ;  but  while  in  the  case  of  a  trade 
dispute  on  a  matter  of  wages  or  something 
which  concerned  the  management  of  labour 
where  a  real  grievance  existed,  or  as  to 
the  merits  of  which  there  was  a  bona  fide 
dispute — there  might  be  conceivable 
circumstances  under  which  it  claimed  to 
be  perfectly  legitimate  to  induce  men  to 
break  their  contracts  to  correct  what  was 
regarded  as  a  grave  and  industrial  evil, 
and  independently  there  might  also  be 
justification  for  the  bringing  in  aid 
what  was  described  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  their  Keport  as  a 
sympathetic  strike  of  workmen  engaged 
in  kindred  businesses  with  a^view  to  bring- 
ing the  original  dispute  to  a  successful 


termination,  yet  he  was  bound  to  protest 
against  the  application  of  this  clause  to  a 
case  which  was  illustrated  by  Quiun  p. 
Leathern,  where  there  was  no  dispute 
between  the  employer  and  his  work- 
men, or  any  secondary  or  sympathede 
strike,  but  Where  men  were  called 
out  simply  because  the  emplojer 
had  in  lus  employ  men  who  weie 
not  and  who  did  not  desire  to 
become  members  of  a  trade  union. 
To  use  the  powers  proposed  to  be  given 
by  the  Bill  in  such  a  case  as  that 
would  be  tyranny  of  .the  worst  kind,  and 
he  ventured  to  hope  that  in  the  interests 
of  fair  dealing  between  masters  and  men 
some  qualification  would  be  introduoed 
into  the  clause,  so  that  a  weapon  should 
not  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  trade 
unions  which  might  be  wielded  to  the 
detriment  of  trade  and  the  unsettling  of, 
all  questions  between  employers  aiid 
workmen  gierely  for  the  purpose  of 
aggrandising  the  unions  and  making  them 
compulsory  instead  of  optional  and 
voluntary  associations  such  as  they  were 
at  present.  The  very  object  with  which 
this  measure  was  introduced,  so  is  u 
could  be  gathered,  or  the  House  could 
rely  upon  the  declarations  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  those  hon.  Mem  hers  who 
claimed  to  represent  Labour  in  that  House, 
was  that  protection  was  only  required 
when  a  horm  fide  dispute  existed  or  was 
imminent,  by  that  he  meant  a  real 
question  affecting  hours  or  conditions  of 
labour  or  the  scale  of  pay.  For  these 
reasons  there  should  be  a  proviso  or 
qualification  of  the  clause  inserted  to 
meet  the  very  real  danger  to  which  he 
had  directed  attention,  and  hn  hoped  that 
the  Attorney-General  would  on  the 
I  Report  stage  see  the  desirability  of  such 
a  course. 

Questioa  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  25H : 
Noes,  29.    (Division  List  No.  315.) 


Abraham, William  (Cork,N.E.) 
Agtiew,  George  William 
Alden,  Percy 

Asquith.Bt.Hon.HerbertHeory 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker>Jo8eph  A.(Fin8bury,  E.) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Sir  E.  Carson. 


AVES. 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  Hnbert(Eastboume 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

BeU,  Richard 

BeUairs,  Carlyon 


Belloo.  Hilare  Joseph  Peter  R- 
Beau,Sir  J.William8(DevOTp'rt 
Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.G«). 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bertram,  Julius       , 
Bethell.J.  H.  (Essex,  Romford) 
BetheU,  T.  R.  (Essex,  MsMon) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Bt.  Hon.  Augustine 
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BiMk,  Arthur  W.(Bedford8luTe 
Brace,  William 
Brigg,  Joha 
BrTOklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Bruaner,  J.  F.  L.  (Lanos.  .Leigh) 
Bryce,  J.  A.  (laverness  Burghs) 
Buros.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burayeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  PoUard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannermaa,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Rt.  Ha.  RichardKoigbt 
Chantiiag,  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
CleUnd.  J.  W. 
Clongh,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 
CoUin8,SirWm.J.(S.Paacra8,  W 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH(Su8sex,E.G'in8t'd 
C>rnwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cowan.  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley.  William  J. 
Dalziel.  James  Henry 
Daries.  Timothy  (Fu  ham) 
Davies.  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S) 
Dickinson,  W.H.(S.Pancra8,  N.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duckworth.  James 
Dnncan.C.(  Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn.  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards.  Enoch  (Hanley) 
EUibank,  Master  of 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thoma<i 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Etc,  Harry  Trelawney 
Everett.  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick.  Charles 
Ferens.  T.  R. 
Ferguson.  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
GiU.  A.  H. 

Gladstone.Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Glorer,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody 
Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon  Sir  Edward 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie.J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Hardy.  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth.  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
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Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hay,  Hon.  CSande  George 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazelton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson.  J.M.(Aberdeen.  W. 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Htgham,  John  Sharp 

HiUs,  J.  W. 

Hodge.  John 

Holden.  E.  Hopkinson. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson.  Walter 

Hyde.  Clarendon 

nUngworth.  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson.  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewioh,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

LaidJaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lee8e,Sir  Jo8ephF.(Acorington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

LyeU,  CJharles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
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Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancnw,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.T.  (WesthoughtoB) 
Yozall,  James  Henry 

TlLLBBS    FOR    THE    AyIS— Mr. 

Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A.  P«w 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.8ir  AIex.F. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,RtHn.AJ.(City  Lond.) 
Baimer,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beach,  Hn.  MiohaelHughHicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  SirEdw.  H. 
Casilereagb,  Viscount 
Cavendish,Rt.Hn. Victor  C.  W. 
Cecil.  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  J.  Joicey- 


N0E8. 

Cecil,LoTdB.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Douglas,  Rt.Hou.  A.  Akers- 
Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  Col.  H.    B. 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 


Nicholson,  Wm.G.(Petets6eld) 
Parkee,  Ebenezer 
Pea8e,HerbertPike(Darlii>gtn> 
Rawliji8on,JohnFiederick  Feel 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
SmitJbt,F  .E.  (Liverpool.  Waltco 
Valentia,  Viscount 

TXLLXBS    FOB    TKK    NOB— Sil 

Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
Nield. 


Sib  JOHN  WALTON  moved  to  post- 
pone Clause  4  until  after  new  claiises.  He 
stated  that  when  the  new  clause  standing 
in  his  name  had  been  discussed,  and 
providing  it  was  carried,  he  would  ask 
leave  to  substitute  it  for  the  present 
Clause  4. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
Clause  4  be  postponed  until  after  new 
clauses." — (Sir  John  Walton.) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  the  course 
proposed  by  the  Attomey-Gteneral  was, 
he  thought,  a  very  unusual  one.  He 
never  remembered  anything  like  it 
being  done  before,  merely  as  a  question 
of  procedure.  He  did  not  complain  of 
that,  because  according  to  his  view  one 
of  the  defects  in  the  present  rules  of 
the  House  of  Commons  was  that  the 
person  in  charge  of  the  B'll,  be  he  a 
member  of  the  Government  or  an  un- 
official Member,  had  no  power  to  suggest 
the  dropping  of  any  portion  of  his  measure 
until  the  clause  had  been  discussed  from 
beginning  to  end.  He  should  have 
thought  there  was  some  doubt  whether 
it  was  in  order  for  the  Attorney- 
General  to  propose  a  new  clause,  which 
had  not  yet  been  read  a  second  time, 
while  there  was  another  clause  on  the 
Paper  covering  the  same  ground.  Of 
course,  if  the  Chairman  ruled  that  was  in 
order  he  had  nothing  more  to  say  on 
that  point  except  to  protest  against  this 
clumsy  method  of  procedure.  He  pre- 
sumed, however,  that  this  would  be  the 
proper  time  to  discuss  the  general  action 


of  the  Government  in  substituting  a  new 
policy  for  the  old.  He  did  not  intend  to 
make  a  long  speech,  but  it  was  necessary 
he  should  say  something  upon  a  Parlia- 
mentary transaction  wh>ch  had  veiy 
few  parallels,  and  he  anticipated  many 
other  Members  on  both  sides  of  the  Houw 
would  be  anxious  to  express  their  viein 
on  the  same  point.  The  clause  they  vere 
now  asked  to  postpone  embodied  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  0)m- 
mission,  which,  whether  they  approved 
them  or  not,  were  the  recommendations  of 
men  deeply  versed  in  one  of  the  most 
difficult  questions,  men  to  whom  theLsw 
Officers  of  the  Crown  and  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  owed  a  great 
debt  of  obligation  for  the  time  and 
labour  they  had  devoted  to  the  subject 
The  Report  had  behind  it  the  declared 
opinion  of  more  than  one  member  of  the 
Government,  and  he  was  not  sure  that  the 
Clianoellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not 
expressed  in  very  clear  language  hie 
preference  for  the  policy  of  the  Bill 
rather  than  that  of  the  Amendment. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  ASQUITH,  Fife,  E): 
Quite  true. 

Ms.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  continuing,  said 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  whose 
authority  upon  these  legal  questions 
must  carry  great  weight  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  had  also  expressed  himself 
with  equal  emphasis  in  favour  of  the 
original  provision  of  the  Bill  and  against 
the  new  clause,  which  was  so  suddenly 
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and  unexpectedly  accepted  by  the  (Jovem- 
ment,  not  on  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill,  but  of  anothei  Bill  which  came  on  in 
the    interval    between    the    First    and 
Second  Readings  of  this  Bill.    The  At- 
torney-General   himself   had    made    an 
impassioned  defence  of  the  very  proposal 
he  was  now  going  to  desert,  and  against 
the  proposal  which  he  was  now  going  to 
ask  the  Committee  to  accept.    The  poUcy 
of  the  Government  had  gone  through  an 
absolute  reversal  between  the  First  and 
S«cond    Readings,    and    the    Attorney- 
General  would  now  curse  what  he  formerly 
blessed    and    bless    what    he    formerly 
cursed.      He    refrained     from    further 
developing  the  obvious  advantages  which 
such  a  change  of  front  on  the  part  of  the 
Grovemment  gave  him.     He  wished  to 
laake  no    personal  attack.      He  wotild 
only  point  out  that  such   a  change  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
laid  them  open  to   ridicule,  because  it 
indicated  the  pliability  of  some  members 
of    the    Government    to   the    pressure 
exerted   by    the    Labour    Party.      He 
looked  mih.  the  greatest  mistrust,  not 
upon  the  purity  of  the  motives  of  the 
(Tovemment,  but  upon  the  policy  which, 
under  political  pressure,  they  had  been 
induced  to  adopt.    While  it  was  natural 
that  trade  unions  should  press  upon  the 
Government  this  policy  of  giving  protec- 
tion   to   their  fighting  funds,   he  could 
not  believe  that  it  was  a  wise  policy  for 
the  House  of  Commons  to  adopt.    It 
was  proposed  to  give  a  protection   to 
the  funds  of  the  unions  used  for  fighting 
purposes  which  no  other  funds  in  thia 
country  would  possess.    That  was  the 
root  of  the  whole  trouble.    Was  it  right 
thus  to  abandon  a  principle  of  law  of 
universal  application  1    If  all  that  was 
asked  for  by  the  unions  was  that  their 
funds  should  not  be  liable  imless  there 
was     some     moral     responsibility — not 
technical,  but  real  responsibility — brought 
home  to  the  imions,  then  he  <vould  be 
heart  and  soul  with  them.    But  the  new 
clause   went   much   further  than   that, 
and  was  deliberately  designed  to  prevent 
trade  union  fimds  being  responsible  for 
injuries  which  the  trade  unions  through 
their  officials  had  deliberately  intended 
to   inflict.    From    their   own    point    of 
view,  were  trade  unionists  wise  in  not 
trying  to  find  some  other  way  out  of  their 
difficulty  than  this  new  clause  which  the 


Attorney-General  was  about  to  propose  % 
He  did  not  believe  any  defence  had  been 
attempted  of  the  new  clause,  except  the 
argument  that  these  disputes  between 
employers  and  employed  resembled  in  the 
main  a  state  of  war  and  ntust  in  some 
aspects  be  even  cruel  or  brutal  like  war, 
and  that  they  did  not  make  things  better 
by  hampering  either  of  the  parties  by 
these  unnecessary  restraints.    But  were 
they  to  admit  that  in  a  civilised  country 
disputes  of  this  kind  must  be  regarded  as 
subject  to  a  wholly  different  law  ?    Were 
they  to  say  that  civilisation  was  really 
bankrupt  when  dealing  with  trade  dis- 
putes ?    He  could  not  accept  so  tragic  a 
view.    He  could  not  beUeve  that  it  was 
not  within  the  wit  of  man  to  find  some 
more   satisfactory   issue   of   a   problem 
which  necessarily  weighed  on  all  of  them. 
He  was  not  moved  by  the  argument  used 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway 
that  what  the  law  was  now  going  to  be 
made  was  thought  to  be  the  law  for  many 
years,   and  that  during   that  time   no 
serious  evil  came  of  it.    He  was  quite 
ready,  for  the  sake  of  argument  at  any 
rate,  to  accept  both  propositions.    But 
they  were  legislating  for  a  future  in  which, 
the   organisation   both   of   capital  and 
labour  was  likely  to  reach  a  more  and 
more  perfected  form.    Was  it  wise  in 
face  of  these  growing  forces  to  abolish 
legislation  which  from  time  immemorial 
they  had  admitted  in  every  other  relation 
of  life  1    He  did  not  say  the  dangers  were 
chiefly  to  be  anticipated  on  the  side  of 
labour.    Everyone   who   watched   what 
was  going  on  in  other  countries,  and 
especially  in  the  United  States,  knew 
perfectly  well  the  anxious  preoccupation 
which  the  vast  combinations  and  accumu- 
lations of  capital  were  causing  legislators 
and  publicists.     He  did  not  deny  that 
there    might   be    difficulties    in    dealing 
with  great  combinations  of  labour,  but 
he  was  certain  the  difficulties  might  be 
just  as  great  in  deaUng  with  great  com- 
binations of  capital.    This  new  clause 
was  rightly  bilateral,  and  could  only  be 
so  framed.    But  it  was  not  a  prospect 
that  could  be  looked  forward  to  with  un- 
mixed satisfaction.  He  was  convinced  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  representing  trade  unions 
were  anxious  for  no  more  than  that  the 
interests  of  combinations  and  th^  pro- 
tection of  labour  should  be  safeguarded 
and  not  unduly  interfered  with.    But 
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strikes  were  used  in  many  countries  not 
in  the  furtherance  of  trade  disputes  at  all, 
but  for  objects  wholly  alien  to  the  minds 
of  the  trade  union  leaders  in  our  country. 
They    knew    what   they    wanted,    and 
respected  it.    They  knew  that  the  trade 
union  leaders  did  their  very  best  to  pre- 
vent strikes.  But  they  were  not  legislating 
for  them  alone,  but  for  all  organisations, 
whether  of   capital  or  of  labour,  which 
might  use  the  power  of  combination  for 
any  purpose.    In  the  clause  there  was  no 
limitation  ;   it  was  not  confined  to  trade 
disputes,  but  was  universal.    He  con- 
fessed he  thought  the  first  thoughts  of  the 
Government    were    the    best    thoughts. 
The   Gtovemment   did   attempt   in   the 
drafting  of  the  Bill  to  deal  with  this  pro- 
blem in  a  moderate  and  statesmaidike 
spirit,  and  they  had  been  unduly  alarmed 
and    improperly    misdirected    by    the 
pressure   put    upon    them   by  some  of 
their  friends.    He  was  very  sorry  they 
had  taken  this  course.    He  beheved  that 
the    country   generally    and   the   trade 
unions  themselves  would  really  not  have 
objected  to  the  way  in  which  the  Bill 
was  originally  proposed.    It  still    had 
the    support,   he   understood,    of   some 
members  of  the  GJovemment,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  a  very  large  number  of  Gentle- 
men opposite,  and  perhaps  even  of  some 
Members    representing     trade     unions. 
["  No."]    Well,  at  all  events,  he  thought 
some  of  his  arguments  would  appear  to 
them  to  be  of  substance.    Were  they  de- 
liberately to  throw  aside  the  results  of  the 
labours  of  the  Government,  the  Cabinet, 
the  Attorney-General,  the  draftsman,  and 
the  Commission,  which  had  resulted  in 
Glause  4  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill  ?     Should 
they   not   abstain    from   hastily   taking 
up  the  new  clause  on  the  inspiration, 
which  appeared  to  have  come  suddenly 
to  the  Prime  Minister  at  about  three 
o'clock  on  a  Friday  afternoon,  to  accept 
wholesale  the  rather  crude  suggestions 
of  the  trade  unions  ?    Ought  they  to  . 
sacrifice    interests    which    might    prove ' 
of  national  importance  simply  because ' 
they    thought,    and    rightly,    that    the 
present  leaders  of  labour  in  this  country 
would  not  abuse  the  powers  given  them  ? 
That  was  not  true  wisdom ;    that  was 
not  the  path  they  ought  to  pursue,  and 
he  confessed  that,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
<emed,    he   could   not,    with   the   best 
"Will  in  the  world,  bring  himself  to  believe 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


either  that  the  trade  unions  were  in 
their  own  interests  well  advised  to 
ask  for  this  exceptional  treatment,  or 
that,  if  in  spite  of  that  view  they  still 
ftsked  for  it,  the  House  would  be  well 
j  advised  to  give  it  to  them.  He  asked 
I  that  all  corporations,  be  they  what 
'  they  might,  should  be  under  one  common 
law  and  subject  to  one  recognised  set 
of  obligations.  There  was  nothing  he 
knew  of,  either  in  regard  to  employed 
or  employers,  in  the  one  as  little  as  in 
the  other,  which  made  him  think  that 
there  ought  to  be  special  relaxation 
on  their  behalf,  and  for  that  reason 
he  must  vote  against  the  Motion  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Grentleman 
that  Clause  4  of  the  Bill  should  be 
postponed  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
that  other  and  far  inferior  alternative 
which  has  been  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman Had  made  a  very  temperate  and 
moderate  speech,  and  he  thought  he  might 
fairly  grant  to  him  that  he  had  not  taken 
undue  advantage  of  the  Parliamentary 
situation,  tempting  as  it  undoubtedly 
was  in  some  respects.  But  since  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to 
him,  and  because  he  had  for  many  years 
past  taken  a  very  great  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  trade  imions,  he  would  say  a 
few  words.  How  did  the  problem  become 
a  pressing  one  ?  Everybody  believed 
that  some  legislation  was  required  to 
Kive  trade  unions  certain  advantages. 
During  something  like  thirty  years  they 
would  not  find  a  case  in  which  any  Court 
of  law  had  enforced,  as  against  the 
funds  of  a  trade  union,  liabihty  for  acts 
done  in  contemplation  or  furtherance  of, 
or  incident  to,  a  trade  dispute,  and  that 
state  of  the  law  was  not  only  universally 
understood,  but,  so  far  as  he  knew,  was 
universally  acquiesced  in  by  both  masters 
and  men,  and  nobody  had  succeeded  in 
showing  that  there  was  any  detriment  to 
the  community  at  large.  Then  came  the 
Tafi  Yale  decision,  and  that  decision 
was  preceded  and  accompanied  by 
another  series  of  decisions  in  the  House 
of  Lords  and  the  Court  of  Appeal.  The 
application  of  the  common  law  of  agency 
to  minor  and  subordinate  agents  of  the 
trade  unions,  coupled  with  the  entirely 
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novel  principle  that  the  fundtf  of  the 
unions  were  liable  to  be  taken  into 
execution  for  their  acts,  produced  a  ntaa- 
tion  which  it  was  necessary  for  statesmen 
to  face.  Then  the  question  arose,  What 
was  the  best  way  of  bringing  the  law  back 
into  harmony  with  what  everyone 
understood  it  to  have  been  so  long  with- 
out injury  to  any  party  ?  He  thought 
that  the  simplest  and  most  practical 
way  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter 
was  to  alter  the  law  of  agency  in  its 
appfication  to  trade  unions.  He  was 
not  sure  that  he  did  not  still  think 
that  that  would  have  been  the  preferable 
eourse.  There  was  another  plan  sug- 
gested— the  plan  embodied  in  the  alter- 
native clause  of  the  Attorney-General — 
which  was  to  exempt  the  trade  unions 
from  liabilitj  even  in  cases  where  agency 
was  estabUshed.  He  would  never  assent 
himself  to  a  proposition  of  that  kind, 
Tinless  the  same  law  was  applied  to 
the  masters  as  to  the  men.  He  never 
had  been  and  never  would  be  in 
favour  of  legislation  which  would 
give  one  set  of  persons  in  an  in- 
dustrial dispute  an  advantage  over  the 
Either,  which  would  tie  the  hands  of  one 
side  and  leave  the  hands  of  the  other  side 
free.  Therefore,  he  could  only  assent  to 
an  arrangement  which  established  perfect 
equality  as  between  the  combinations  of 
masters  and  the  combinations  of  men, 
and  his  objection  in  principle  on  this  point 
was  met  by  the  alternative  clause  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Attorney- 
General.  As  he  had  said,  he  thought  the 
balance  of  practical  convenience  would 
have  been  met  by  the  adoption  of  the 
course  which  he  had  originally  suggested. 
But  he  had  to  bear  in  mind  two  very 
important  facts.  The  first  was  that  the 
solution  in  the  alternative  clause  com- 
mended itself  to  the  vast  majority  of  those 
concerned.  That  was  not  a  decisive 
consideration ;  but  it  was  one  that  was 
Dot  without  weight.  But  a  more  impor- 
tant point  was  that  upon  the  whole  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion — gradually  he 
admitted — that  there  was  less  risk  of 
actual  legislation  on  disputed  questions 
going  to  the  Courts  of  law,  passing  from 
one  stage  of  appeal  to  another,  and 
involving  loss  of  temper,  money,  and 
time,  by  adopting  the  perfectly  simple 
and  common-sense  method  embodied  in 
the  alternative  clause,  than  if  they  were 


to  lay  down,  in  regard  to  industrial  com- 
binations a  new  code  of  the  law  of  agency. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  admitted 
that  if  they  looked  at  the  past  conduct  of 
the  trade  unions,  at  the  nature  of  their 
present  operations,  and  at  the  character, 
objects,  and  methods  of  their  leaders, 
there  was  no  real  and  practical  danger  of 
power  of  this  kind  being  abused.  For 
his  part,  he  said — not  for  the  first 
time  and  certainly  not  with  any  in- 
tention of  flattering  the  trade  unions, 
but  simply  for  the  sake  of  historical 
accuracy  and  justice — ^that  the  opera- 
tions of  those  great  combinations, 
since  they  had  been  freed  by  the  law 
which  previously  held  them  in  restraint, 
had  been  in  the  direction,  not  of  industrial 
warfare,  but  of  industrial  peace.  He 
said  the  same  of  the  combination  of 
employers.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
recognition  by  the  law  of  combination, 
and  the  operation  of  the  work  of  combina- 
tion, in  industrial  matters,  instead  of 
embittering,  would  reconcile  the  relations 
of  all  parties  concerned.  If,  as  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  admitted,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  present  conduct  of  the 
trade  unions  to  lead  to  an  anticipation 
that  they  were  likely  to  depart  from  the 
path  of  moderation  they  had  so  long 
pursued,  why  should  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  frighten  them  with  imaginary 
dangers  of  the  remote  future  ?  It  was 
because  he  believed  it  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  do  everything  in  its  power 
to  place  in  a  position  of  perfect  freedom 
both  employers  and  employed — freedom 
of  combination  and  freedom  of  action 
within  those  well-understood  and  almost 
traditional  limits  of  moderation  which 
had  always  prevailed  in  industrial  con- 
flicts— ^that  he  should  support  the  new 
clause. 


Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington)  said 
he  had  listened  with  the  greatest  interest 
to  the  speech  just  made  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  but  he  would  like  to 
point  out  that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
did  not  exactly  realue  the  attitude  he 
had  taken  up  in  past  years  in  respect  to 
this  matter.  It  was  perfectly  clear  to 
anybody  who  took  the  trouble  to  look 
through  the  speeches  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  the  attitude  he 
had  adopted  to-day  was  absolutely  in 
every  respect  contrary  to  the  attitude 
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he  had  adopted  in  the  past.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  now  qualified  his 
action  by   stating    that  he  wished  em- 
ployers to  have   the  same  opportunity 
as  the  working  men  of  the  country  in 
respect  to  trade  disputes.     But  as  this 
question    was    not    applicable    to    em- 
ployers in  any  case  it  did  not  affect  the 
question    in    any    degree.     He    would 
refer  the  Committee  again  to  the  speech 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
February    5th,    1903.    It    appeared   to 
him  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  that  opinion  in  respect  of  this  ques- 
tion then,  he  could  not  alter  it  on  account 
of  the  fact  that  extra  powers  had  been 
given  to  employers  in  regard  to  it.    He 
had  had  a  considerable  amount  of  experi- 
ence in  respect  of  trade  unions.    He  had 
had   the  honour    and    the  opportunity 
single-handed  to  arrange  an  eight  hours 
day  for  a  firm  of  blast  fumacemen.     If 
they  had  to  deal  with  leaders  of  trade 
unions  in  the  North  of  England,  they  had 
to  deal  with  men  who  knew  their  business. 
But  he  could  not  believe  that  they  should 
give  them  a  power  which  they  ought  not 
to  have.    He  would  like  to  put  to  the 
Committee  a  case  in  reference  to  this 
question.     He  was  speaking  a  moment 
ago  of  the   question   of  blast  furnaces. 
Supposing  a  master  who  owned  a  blast 
furnace  made  arrangements  with  his  men 
that  on  both  sides  a  fortnight's  notice 
should  be  given  before  the  stoppage  of 
work.    A  leader  of  the  trade  union  came 
down  and  persuaded  the  men  that  they 
should  go  out  before  that  fortnight  was 
up.    If  they  did,  damage  might  result  to 
the  extent  of  £1,000,  and  it  seemed  ab- 
solutely unfair  that  there  should  be  no 
opportunity  of  obtaining  compensation 
from  the  men  or  the  trade  union  respon- 
sible for  causing  that  loss.    Of  course,  it 
might  be  said  that  action  might  be  taken 
against  the  men  who  refused  to  work ; 
that  was  perfectly  true,  but  in  that  case 
nothing  could  be  obtained,   and  there 
could  be  no  object  in  taking  the  action. 
The  hon.  Member  for  one  of  the  divisions 
of  Durham,  in  a  letter  he  wrote  to  The 
Times  last  year,  said  that  a  Bill  before 
Parliament    granted    immimity    entirely 
to    trade    unions    for    conspiracy.      It 
must  be  plain   to  every  hon.   Member 
that   this  Bill   also  granted    immunity 
from      the     law     of      conspiracy     to 
every  trade  union  in  the  coimtry,  and 

Mr.  Pike  Pease. 


under  these  circumstances,  he  did  think 
that  at  this  time  of  the  session  the  matter 
was  of  too  much  importance  to  be  dealt 
with.  Might  he  appeal  to  the  Prime 
jlinister  to  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  t-'Ve  the  fourth  claose  at 
the  beginning  o^  t.he  autumn  session  1 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  :  May  I  appeal  to 
the  House  not  to  spend  much  time  on  this 
point,  but  to  get  to  the  clause  itself  ? 

M».  F.  E.  SMITH  (Liverpool,  Wahon) 
said  that  although  he  was  extremely 
anxious,  so  far  as  he  could  leasoo- 
ably  be  expected,  to  respond  to  sock 
an  appeal  as  that  which  the  hon. 
Member  below  the  gangway  had  just 
addressed  to  the  Committee,  he  ventured 
to  think  on  the  present  occasion  the 
application  was  an  entirely  unreasonable 
one,  simply  because,  as  he  understood, 
the  question  they  were  now  discussing 
was  a  matter  of  broad  principle,  whiek 
would  not  be  open  to  them  to  dis- 
cuss on  subsequent  Amendments.  This 
was  one  of  the  most  important  and  &r 
reaching  proposals  laid  before  the  Eonae 
of  Commons,  and  it  was  almost  kdcal 
to  suggest  that  they  should  abandon  the 
discussion  on  the  first  opportunity  thej 
had  of  expressing  their  views  upon  the 
subject.  An  hon.  Grentleman  below  the 
gangway  said  it  was  not  the  Second 
Beading.  He  would  remind  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  they  did  have  a  Second 
Reading  of  some  proposals  bat  not  of 
this  proposal,  and  if  they  did  not  hare 
a  discussion  similar  to  a  Second  Reading 
on  the  clause  which  the  Attomev- 
General  introduced,  it  was  very  necessary 
indeed  that  at  some  period  or  another 
there  should  be  a  general  and  not 
a  detailed  consideration  of  these  pro- 
posals. The  speech  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  certainly  a  speech 
which  showed  very  striking  courage,  and 
was  marked  with  very  great  lucidity 
throughout.  It  was  such  as  they  would 
expect  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer when  there  was  a  discrepancy 
to  be  explained  between  what  he  said 
previously  and  what  he  said  to-nig^t. 
How  far  did  the  basis  of  that  change 
rest  upon  Parliamentary  convenience 
and  how  far  did  it  go  down  to  some 
great  ground  of  principle  ?  They  were 
entitled,  and  bound  to  ask,  what  that 
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principle  was.  When  the  clause  was 
originally  introduced  it  was  based  upon 
principle  and  only  upon  principle.  The 
Attorney-General  made  a  speech  to 
his  House,  not  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  but  a  speech  which  he  had 
deeply  considered,  and  the  arguments 
of  which  bore  throughout  the  marks  of 
careful  preparation.  He  came  down 
and  told  the  House  that  it  was  the 
deliberate  view  of  the  (Government  that  the 
clause  supported  by  Gentlemen  >»elow 
the  gangway,  and  which  he  was  now 
adopting,  was  practically  immoral.  At 
least,  he  would  not  deny  that  he  told 
them  that  if  these  propsals  were  carried 
out  they  would  be  creating  a 
privilege  for  the  proletariat,  giving  a 
sort  of  benefit  of  clergy  to  trade  unions 
analogous  to  the  benefit  which  was  for- 
merly enjoyed  by  certain  sections  of 
the  population.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  asked  whether  they  were 
sure  it  was  wise  to  remove  from  these 
agents  a  sense  of  responsibility.  He 
said  they  were  often  swept  by  passion, 
excitement,  and  natural  feeling,  and 
was  it  right  that  their  agents  should 
move  about  with  the  knowledge  that 
whatever  they  did  was  lawful  1  If  he 
Attorney-General  was  ri^t  in  saying 
that  by  giving  these  powers,  for  which 
no  precedent  had  been  cited,  it  would 
destroy  or  lessen  the  sense  of  respon- 
sibiUty  on  the  part  of  men  who  had 
great  power  over  others,  surely  they 
were  right  to-night,  before  adopting 
this  new  clause,  to  ask  for  some  reason, 
for  the  argument  which  had  induced 
the  Government  to  change  their  mind. 
There  was  no  single  suggestion  from  the 
<  hance'lor  of  the  Exchequer,  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  and  ingenious  lawyers 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  explaining  what 
it  was  that  had  induced  the  Government 
to  change  their  mind.  The  Chancellor  of 
Ihe  Exchequer  had  said  he  changed  his 
mind  because  at  the  time  he  adversely 
criticised  the  proposals  of  the  trade  unions 
he  believed  that  those  proposals  were 
going  to  be  confined  to  trade  unions 
only.  The  answer  to  that  was  that  the 
language  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  explained  those  proposals 
bore  no  reference  at  all  to  any  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  privileges 
were  to  be  extended  to  associations  of 
tmployers.    The   right  hon.   Gentleman 

VOL.  CLXII.    [Fourth  Sbrus.] 


said  it  was  a  mistake  to  extend  privileges 
of  this  kind  to  any  association,  but 
he  did  not  say  whether  it  was  an  associa- 
tion of  employers  or  working  men.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
common  sense  of  the  community  would 
not  be  easily  convinced  that  an  associa- 
tion of  persons,  whether  incorporated 
or  not,  made  not  the  slightest  difference, 
and  that  wielding  great  powers  and 
controlling  considerable  sums  they  should 
not  be  legally  answerable  for  the  acts  of 
agents.  They  were  told  to-day  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  although 
the  common  sense  of  the  community 
would  not  recognise  that  an  association 
of  persons  shoiUd  have  these  powers,  if 
they  had  two  associations  of  persons  the 
common  sense  of  the  community  would 
tolerate  it.  That  was  a  striking  proposi- 
tion from  one  who  reinforced  his  observa- 
tion and  original  criticism  by  pointing 
out  that  the  objections  were  that  these 
associations  wielded  great  power  and  con- 
trolled considerable  sums.  He  might 
mention  a  case  in  which  the  trustees  of  a 
trade  union  started  a  newspaper,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  safeguard  in  every 
possible  way  the  interest  of  the  trade 
union.  Those  who  were  responsible  for 
that  paper  inserted  a  gross  and  ve^  dis- 
creditable libel  against  a  person  with 
whom  they  conceived  they  had  some 
quarrel.  That  person  instituted  pro- 
ceedings and  recovered  damages  for  libel 
to  the  amount  of  £1,000  from  the  Court 
below.  The  question  was  raised  as  to 
whether  the  trustees  of  the  trade  union 
were  or  were  not,  in  the  first  place,  liable 
to  pay  the  £1,000,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  whether  if  they  were  liable,  they 
ought,  or  ought  not  to  be,  indemnified 
from  the  funds  of  the  union.  Was  the 
proposition  going  to  be  contended  for  a 
moment  that  if  the  accredited  and  chosen 
representatives  of  a  trade  union  published 
a  libel  at  the  expense  of  a  citizen,  the 
aggrieved  person  was  to  be  deprived 
of  his  ordinary  remedy  at  law  against 
those  who  defamed  his  name  ?  Was 
it  to  be  suggested  that  he  was  not  entitled 
to  recover  damages  1  If  so,  there  should 
be  more  than  the  mere  statement  from 
the  Government ;  they  should  have 
some  reason  afforded  why  those  who 
set  in  motion  acts  which  were  bound 
to  injure  others  should  be  protected 
from  liability  to  compensate  for  those 
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acts.  Why  should  trade  unions  be 
protected  from  the  consequences  ot 
action  which  was  ex  hypothesi  illegal 
and  which  caused  injury  to  other 
members  of  the  commimity  ?  It  might 
be  that  some  member  of  the  Govem- 
ment  had  an  argument  which  would 
satisfy  the  Committee,  and  if  so,  he 
hoped  he  would  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  what  it  was.  They 
had  been  told  that  in  foreign  countries 
there  was  some  sort  of  precedent  to  be 
found  for  this  immunity.  One  of  the 
hon.  Members  for  Durham,  who  had 
a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  history 
of  this  question,  had  pointed  out  in  a 
letter  to  The  Times  that,  in  the  case  of 
France,  they  had  most  curiously  safe- 
guarded themselves  and  the  general 
commimity  from  the  absolute  immunity 
contained  in  the  present  proposals  of 
the  Government.  France  had  decided 
that  trade  imions  should  be  exempt  in 
all  cases  except  where  the  governing 
body  had  themselves  authorised  the 
illegal  act  in  respect  of  which  the  com- 
plaint was  made.  So  far  as  there  was 
any  precedent  in  the  case  of  France,  it 
was  a  precedent  directly  in  favour 
of  t|^e  arguments  used  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  The 
Attorney-General  had  also  quoted 
the  case  of  New  South  Wales, 
which  he  agreed  was  very  useful 
indeed  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
present  discussion,  because  they  were 
dealing  there  with  an  extremely  demo- 
cratic community  in  which  the  rights  of 
labour  and  the  power  of  labour  to  en- 
force those  rights  was  certainly  not  less 
fully  admitted  than  it  «ras  in  this  country. 
The  Attorney-General  quoted  with  very 
great  approval  the  circumstance  that  in 
New  South  Wales  they  could  not  claim 
any  exemption  for  the  funds  of  the 
union  unless  the  authorities  of  the  union 
were  able  to  show — the  onus  being  im- 
posed upon  them — that  the  governing 
body  of  the  union  were  not  cognisant  of 
the  illegal  act  and  that  the  moment  they 
became  cognisant  of  it  they  repudiated  it. 
If  that  were  quoted  as  being  right  for  New 
South  Wales  a  few  weeks  ago,  were  they 
to  be  told  that  it  was  wrong  in  this 
country  ?  One  was  driven  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  reason,  and  the  only 
reason  why  the  Government  had  aban- 
doned a  determination  deliberately  and 
Mr.  F.  E.  Smith. 


carefully  formed,  and  stated  with  wei^ty 
arguments  to  this  House  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Government  measure, 
was  that  they  yielded  not  to  argu- 
ment, but  to  clamour  from  below  the 
gangway.  The  hem.  Member  for 
Leicester  and  some  of  his  friends  were 
entitied  to  laugh,  but  he  did  not  think 
the  Government  were  entitled  to  lauf^ 
They  had  their  reward  in  a  three-cornered 
contest  at  CockermontL  Hem.  Gentle- 
men below  the  gangway  had  the  atiy 
claim  to  merriment  in  the  Parliamentary 
situation.  He  happened  to  be  spealdng 
last  night  in  the  Cockermouth  IKvision, 
and  a  circular  was  distributed  outside 
the  hall  informing  those  who  were 
coming  to  the  meeting  that  he  was  the 
most  bitter  opponent  of  trade  unions  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  In  opposing 
the  immunity  of  trade  unions  one  was 
not  doing  a  very  e&Sy  thing  in  a  con- 
stituency where  there  were  many  trade 
unionists,  because  he  knew  it  had  al- 
ready been  made  the  subject  of  un- 
favourable comment  in  his  constatuency. 
He  should  utilise  an  opportunity  in  the 
autumn,  however,  to  explain  to  his 
constituents  the  reason  for  the  speech  he 
hiMl  made ;  and  he  would  at  least  have 
the  consolation  that  he  held  the  same 
views  as  the  Government  really  held, 
having  reached  those  views  by 
identical  processes  of  reasoning.  He 
would  have  the  second  consolation 
that,  unlike  the  Government  he  had 
the  courage  to  speak  and  vote  for 
that  view.  Did  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  was  excited  to  such  merriment 
think  that  it  was  a  popular  course  to 
take  in  the  country  ?  Did  he  soggest 
that  it  was  more  popular  not  to  vote 
for  this  clause  ?  Because  it  was  the 
more  popular  course  the  Government 
to-night  were  going  publicly  to  re- 
pudiate the  conclusions  at  which  as  a 
Government  they  arrived  a  few  short 
weeks  ago. 

*Mr.  hills  (Durham)  said  that  aa  this 
was  the  last  opportunity  they  wouM  have 
of  speaking  on  the  merits  of  the  clause, 
he  wished  to  explain  shortly  the  reasons 
why  he  could  not  vote  for  Clause  4. 
The  only  two  possible  remedies  were  to 
amend  the  law  of  agency,  or  to  give 
trade  unions  immunity.  He  thought 
by  far  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  the 
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question  waa  to  amend  the  law  of  agency. 
It  waa  of  itself  an  exceptional  piece  of 
legislation ;  but  still  lie  thought  it  was 
justified.  No  doubt  it  was  not  half 
80  far-reaching  as  the  present  propasal, 
nor  half  so  dangerous.  He  wanted 
to  ezphun  to  the  Committee  what 
the  clause  did  and  what  it  did 
not  do.  It  gave  complete  immunity 
to  a  union  for  any  wrongful  act 
that  union  might  choose  to  do ;  as  had 
already  been  shown,  a  union  might  in 
a  most  intentional  and  deliberate  way 
utter  a  Mbel,  and  that  libel  might  cause 
damage. 

Thb  deputy-chairman  said  he 
must  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  question  before  the  Committee  was 
the  postponement  of  Clause  4,  and 
obviousl]^  it  was  not  possible  to  go  into 
the  details  of  the  clause. 

*Mb.  hills  understood  that  on  this 
discussion  they  were  to  be  able  to  discuss 
the  whole  merits  of  the  new  clause,  and 
also  the  old  clause,  and  to  contrast 
them. 

The  deputy-chairman  said  in 
that  case,  when  the  new  clause  waa  read 
a  second  time,  this  discussion  would 
have  to  be  taken  as  having  settled  the 
question. 

♦Mr.  hills  said  he  was  only  following 
the  argument  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  As  he  understood,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  contrasted  the  two 
alternative  remedies,  and  he  showed 
the  House  his  reasons  for  the  course 
the  Government  were  going  to  take. 
He  wanted,  if  he  could,  to  show  better 
reajsons  against  the  Government  remedy. 
This  clause  expressly  said  that  no 
action  for  damages  was  to  lie  against  the 
union,  even  for  the  union's  admitted  act. 
The  thing  that  was  ruled  out  was  an 
action  for  damages.  They  had  not  ruled 
out  all  legal  processes.  They  had  left  the 
remedy  of  mj  unction.  In  his  opinion, 
of  all  remedies  that  of  injunction  was  the 
most  dangerous. 

•Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  :  On  a  point  of 
order,  this  question  of  injunction  is  not 
one  of  the  difierences  between  the  two" 
clauses. 
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Thb  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  may  contrast  the  policy  of 
the  clause,  but  he  must  not  go  into 
detail. 

Mb.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
Should  I  be  in  order  in  moving  that 
the  Question  be  now  put  ? 

*Mb.  HILLS  said  the  principle  raised 
by  this  clause  could  only  be  dealt  with  by 
showing  the  machinery  of  the  clause. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  said  this  was 
not  a  difference  between  the  two  forms. 

The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN  said  the 
question  of  injimction  was  not  a  matter 
raised  by  the  clause  as  amended. 

*Mb.  HILLS  said  with  all  respect  it  w;a8 
almost  impossible  to  discuss  this  clause 
unless  they  discussed  what  it  did  not  do 
as  well  as  what  it  did.  His  great  objec- 
tion to  it  was  that  it  was  a  half-way 
house,  and  ought  to  go  much  further. 
One  reason,  and  the  main  reason,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  for  his 
change  of  view  was  that  now  the  master 
was  in  the  same  position  as  the  workman. 
That  was  the  great  reason  he  had  for 
objecting  to  it.  Placing  trade  unions 
outside  the  law  was  much  less  far-reach- 
ing than  the  plan  to  put  employers  out- 
side the  law.  If  this  new  clause  was 
passed  they  put  them  into  a  sort  of  de- 
batable land,  and  said  they  were  there  to 
fight  out  their  differences  there,  and  that 
they  could  not  complain,  because  each  had 
an  equal  chance.  Perhaps  they  could  not 
complain;  but  he  did  think  that  the 
community  had  a  very  strong  right  to 
complain.  All  these  exceptional  posi- 
tions led  to  a  very  strained  and  dangerous 
state  of  feeling.  As  long  as  they  were 
confined  in  the  ordinary  processes  of  law 
it  was  all  right  so  far  as  the  public  were 
concerned. 

Sib  JOHN  WALTON:  May  I  ask  whether 
the  hon.  Member  is  in  order  in  discussing 
this  matter  now  ?  He  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so  when  I  have 
moved  the  new  clause. 

The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN :  The 
hon.  Member  is  discussing  the  question 
of  the  policy  of  the  new  clause.    It  is 
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tuineceesary  at  present  to  go  into  the 
details  of  the  new  clause.  The  new 
clause  will,  of  course,  be  examined  on 
its  merits  when  we  come  to  it. 

"Mk.  hills  said  that  if  they  were  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  new 
clause  as  a  whole  he  would  sit  down 
gladly.  What  he  wished  to  know  was 
whether  they  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  tallcing  on  the  clause  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  MASEHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  move  that  the 
Question  be  now  put. 

The  deputy-chairman  did  not 
accept  the  Motion 

*^Ms.  BOWLES  said  it  really  seemed 
to  him  that  they  were  in  an  extraordinary 
position  indeed  in  connection  with  this 
proposal. 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON :  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  Qiiastion  be  now  put. 

The  deputy-chairman  did  not 
accept  the  Motion. 

«Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  understood  that 
the  oiiginal  policy  of  the  (Government  on 
this  matter  «hioh  they  now  proposed  to 
abandon  was  received  with  considerable 
approval,  or  at  all  events,  without 
any  considerable  disapproval,  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  behind  the  Attorney-General. 
But  the  moment  after  that  solomaly 
considered  policy  had  been  annoimced 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway 
expressed  their  dislike  of  it,  upon  which, 
within  a  short  time  indeed,  the  Grovern- 
ment  proposed  absolutely  to  go  back 
upon  their  original  policy,  and  substitute 
in  efiect  the  proposal  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway,  and  they  did  that 
without  having  been  good  enough  to 
give  to  the  Committee  a  shadow  or  a 
scintilla  of  reason  for  having  made  this 
extraordinary  volte  face.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  told  them  the 
grour.ds  on  which  he  personally  had  been 
iLduced  to  change  his  opinion.  That  was 
an  interesting  confession,  whatever  one 
might  think  of  the  substance  of  it.  But 
it  was  not  made  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 


Mr.  MAREHAM  :  On  a  point  ot 
order,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  tLi 
fact  that  the  hon.  Member  has  useJ 
arguments  which  have  been  repeatedly 
addressed  to  the  House. 

The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN.  Thesi 
arguments  have  been  used  repeatedly  by 
previous  speakers. 

♦Mb.  BOWLES  said  he  would  take  care 
not  to  repeat  them.  All  he  desired  to  say 
was  that  he  found  himself  in  considerable 
difficulty  if  this  tremendous  alteration 
was  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  Govern 
ment  without  the  slightest  reason  being 
given.  If  the  Attorney-General  desired 
to  offer  an  explanation  of  the  Amendment 
he  and  his  friends  would  give  way,  but 
the  Motion  ought  not  to  be  agreed 
to  without  some  information  as  to  the 
grounds  on  which  it  was  proposed. 

The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN :  Order, 
order.  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 
speaking  to  the  clause  at  all.  There  ia 
nothing  in  his  remarks  to  show  that  he 
understands  the  clause.  The  Attorney- 
General  did  explain  his  reason  for  post- 
poning the  clause. 

Mb.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Skip- 
ton)  :  I  beg  to  move  that  the  QueslioD  be 
now  put. 

The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN  did  n..t 
accept  the  Motion. 

f  LoBD  R.  CECIL  (who  was  received 
with  cries  of  "  Divide  ")  said  he  did  nut 
intend  to  be  put  down  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned  be 
desired  to  have  some  reason  for  the 
Motion  which  the  Attorney-(3eneral  hail 
made.  He  should  be  very  sorry  if  the 
action  of  hon.  Members  opposite  were  to 
compel  him  to  move  that  the  Chairman 
report  Progress  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again,  which,  he  believed,  was  the 
constitutional  method  of  protesting 
against  unauthorised  interruption.  It 
was  not  a  course  he  should  care  to 
pursue  unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 
The  Attomey-G}eneral  moved  that  the 
clause  be  postponed,  and  the  only  reason 
he  gave  for  the  Motion  was  that  he  de- 
sired to  move  a  different  cla^ise  altiv 
gether.    He   proposed   to  subs.i.ute  a 
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clause  for  the  one  at  present  in  the  BiU. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Walton  Division  of  Liverpool  had  called 
att«ntion  to  some  of  the  observations 
which  the  Attorney-General  made  in 
proposing  the  clause.  It  would  be  in 
the  recoUection  of  the  Committee  that 
not  only  did  he  propose  the  clause,  but 
he  recommended  it  on  the  strongest 
possible  grounds,  saying  that  it  was  re- 
quired by  every  consideration  of  justice 
and  policy.  But  he  went  further,  and 
said  that  it  was  a  clause  which  was  re- 
commended by  the  responsible  leaders 
of  trade  unions  as  a  just  and  proper 
clause  which  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Bill.  He  quoted  the  hon.  Member  for 
Derby,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Morpeth.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  said — 

"  The  unions  shonid,  in  my  opinion,  frankly 
aeoept  iMponaibility  for  the  acts  of  their 
agflnls,  when  the  agents  are  acting  by  the 
MntbMity  and  ander  the  direction  of  the 
exeoative  committee." 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs): 
I  wish  to  ask  whether  the  noble  Lord  is 
in  order  in  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
clause. 

Thb  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN:  I  have 
already  said  that  the  only  question  that 
can  be  discussed  is  the  postponement  of 
the  clause.  If  the  clause  is  postponed, 
the  merits  of  the  new  clause  must  be 
considered  later  on. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  would  en- 
deavour to  make  his  observations  as 
general  as  possible.  It  was  on  the 
f-Tinciple  laid  down  by  the  right  hon. 


Member  for  Morpeth  that  the  Attorney- 
General  based  himself  when  recom- 
mending the  clause  which  he  now 
proposed  to  postpone  without  giving 
a  single  reason  to  show  that  the 
condition  of  affairs  had  changed,  or  that 
his  opinions  had  altered,  with  the  view 
of  omitting  it  from  the  Bill  altogether, 
and  substituting  for  it  a  provision  which 
had  been  put  forward  as  substantially 
in  aooordance  with  Bills  introduced  by 
hon.  Members  below  the  gangway.  The 
Committee  were  not  being  fairly  treated. 
He  thought  the  Attorney-General  should 
give  some  kind  of  reason  for  this  change 
of  front.  It  could  not  be  merely  that  he 
was  afraid  of  the  vote  and  the  influence 
of  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway. 
At  any  rate,  he  was  sure  he  would  be  the 
last  to  say  in  the  House  that 
that  was  his  reason.  They  were 
entitled  to  some  reason  for  this 
change  of  policy.  He  agreed  that  it 
was  very  tiresome  for  hon.  Members 
to  be  kept  waiting  for  their  Bill,  but 
whether  they  were  impatient  or  not 
the  Committee  were  entitled,  quite  apart 
from  hon.  Members  representing  labour 
01  any  fraction  of  the  community,  to 
know  the  reasons  of  the  Attorney- Greneral 
for  going  back  from  the  strong  views 
which  he  expressed  so  lately  as  March 
28th.  He  asked  the  Attorney- General, 
before  the  Question  was  put,  to  give  some 
kind  of  reason  for  his  change  of  attitude 
in  the  matter. 

Qaestion  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  246 ; 
Noes,  22.    (Division  List  No.  316.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

AoMW,  George  William 

Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchnrch) 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.  •  (Finsbnry,  E. 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Bames,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Pellairs,  Carlyon 


AYES. 

Benn,Sir  J.  WiUiams(I>evonp'rt 

BenD,W.(T'w'rHamlet8,S.  Geo. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Bethell,  J.  H.  (Essex,  Roniford) 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augiistino 

Black,Arthur  W.  ( Bedfordshire 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

Brace,  William 

Brigg,  John 

Br<^ehur8t,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopfoir 

Bmnner,  J.F.)j.(Lancs.,  Leigh) 


Bryce.Rt.  Hn.  Jame8(Aberdeeb 
Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H-  W. 
Causton.Rt-Hn.RichardKnight 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  W. 
Collin8,8irWm.J.(8.Pancrai'  *" 
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Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,  C.H.(8usgexE.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Kdwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  8.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancra8,S. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Pumess 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibank,  Blaster  of 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Hunro 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gill,  A.  H. 
Glad8tone,Rt.Ha.HerbertJohn 

Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
(3ooch,  Cieorge  Peabody 
Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie.J.Keir  (MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harvey,  A.  O.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Hasism,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmotith) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  E. 
Hatleton,  Richard 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
HendersoPrT.  M.(Aberdeen,  W.) 
Henry,  Charles  8. 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hodge,  John 
Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  8. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
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Jowet.  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

King,  Alfred  John  (Kuntsford) 

Laidlsw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lamont,  Norman 

Leeee,  SirJosephF.(Accrington) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

L'.oyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomis 

LyeS,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonatd,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Maclean,  Donald 

Maopherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  8. 

MacVeigb.  Chas.  (Don^al,  E.) 

M'CaUum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M-Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks.G.  Croydon(Launceston) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  B.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Mensies,  Walter 

Moltano,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  £.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Napior,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts.,  Bassetlaw) 

Nicholson,Charles  N.(Donoa8t'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

0'Brien.Kendal  (Tipperary  Mid 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'KellyyJames  (Roscommon,N. 

O'Malley.  WiUiam 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Paul,  Herbwt 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek 

Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchestw 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Sovboro' 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,Thoma8  (W.Monm'th 

Richards,  T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Riokett,  J.  Compton 
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I  Roberts,  Charles  E.  (Lincob) 
Roberta,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robert8on,Rt  Hn.  E.  (Dundae) 
Bobert80n,8iiG.Scott  (Brtdfid 
Robertstm,  J.  H.  (TyiwHde) 
Robinson,  8. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (deveUod) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
8chwann,Sir  C.  E.  (Manchester) 
8oott,A.H.  (Ashton  under  LyM 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems.  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (HawidiB.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  3<Aax  G. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  AUaefacook 
Sincla^,  Rt.  Hem.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Dcmald  Mackenxie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,8.) 
Snowden,  P. 

8taaley,Hon.  A.  Lyulph  (OimIl) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewut,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edwaid 
Strauss,  K  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  Jcdin  W.  (DnduHB) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thomp8on,J.W.H-(Samet8«t,B 
Thome,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  P.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Looeiter) 
Walters,  John  Todor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leed(,8.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamaley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Treat) 
Ward,W.Dndley  (Southampton 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartoDshira) 
White,  Patrick  (Heath.  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whiteley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
WiUde,  Alexander 
William%  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Kid) 
Wilaon,  W.  T.  (WeatJtonj^Uw) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tbllbbs  *or  ma  Ans— lb. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 
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Acland-Hood,BtHn.SirAlex.F. 
Balcaires,  Lord 

Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beaoh,Hn.  Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Cailile,  E.  Hildred 
Canon,  BtHon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Clauses  agreed  to. 


Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
HilU,  J.  W. 
Keswick,  William 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Fea8e,HerbertPike  (Darlington 
Powell,  Sir  Franoia  Sharp 
R»wlinson,John  Frederick  Peel 


Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Smith.F.  E.  (Liverpool, Walt<m) 
Thomson, W.  MitcheU-(Lanark) 
Valentia,  Viscount 

TUXERS       FOB      THI      NoKS — 

Lord  Robert  Cecil  and  Mr. 
Bowles. 


Sir  E.  GABSO^  asked  the  Attomey- 
Geoeial  whetler  he  had  considered 
the  effect  of  the  language  of  the 
Trade  Unions  Acts,  1871  and  1876,  and 
whether  he  intoided  to  have  any  different 
definitioa  from  that  contained  in 
those  Acts  of  the  term  "  trade  dispute." 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  inquiries  in  that 
question  had  gone  so  far  that  he  would 
be  able  to  give  him  an  answer,  but  it 
seemed  to  him  a  very  important  matter. 

Sib  JOHN  WALTON  quite  agreed 
that  it  Would  be  necessary,  but 
there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering that  definition,  and  he  thought 
he  need  not  delay  the  Committee  now. 

New  Clause : 

*SiB  JOHN  WALTON  in  introducing 
a  new  clause  (Prohibitions  of  actions  of 
tort  against  trade  unions  except  in  special 
circumstances)  said  that  he  had  been 
appealed  to  by  the  noble  Lord 
the  hon.  Member  for  Marylebone 
to  make  some  explanation  of  the 
reason  why  he  put  down  this  new  clause 
on  the  Paper,  having  reg.ird  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  very  different  proposal  from 
that  which  appeared  in  the  Bill.  The 
noble  Lord  was  quite  entitled  to  an  ex- 
planation of  that  kind,  and  he  thought  he 
could  very  briefly  indicate  what  he  un- 
derstood to  be  the  reasons  'which  brought 
about  that  change,  and  which  certainly 
influenced  him  in  regard  to  that  change. 
The  Bill  imdoubtedly  proposed,  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  explained,  a 
different  method  of  dealing  with  the 
grievance  which  had  arisen,  and  of  which 
tiie  trade  unioni8t80omplained,and  he  gave 
strong  reasons  for  supporting  it.  He  also 
pointed  out  the  alternative  method,  and 


showed,  as  he  thought  it  was  his  duty  to 
show  to  the  House,  the  arguments  which  in 
his  opinion  could  be  fairly  urged  against  it, 
and  which,  when  they  were  considered, 
left  the  advantage  to  the  proposals  which 
appeared  in  the  (Government  Bill.    But 
he  stated,  as  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  remember,  that  the  question 
Was  one  for  the  House,  and  one  for  the 
decision  of  tbe  House ;    and  that  state- 
ment was  subsequently  repeated  by  the 
Prime  Minister  in  the  discussion  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.    That 
alternative  was  left  to  the  House  for 
this  very  obvious  reason,  that  the  two 
proposals    Were    different    methods    of 
accomplishing  one  result.    The  result  was 
the  remedy  of  a  grievance  of  which  trade 
unions  complained,  and  which  had  in  its 
operation  very  largely  diminished  their 
funds,  and  had  exposed  their  funds  to 
further  attack  in  the  form  of  litigation 
similar  to  that  which  had  been  success- 
fully   brought    against    them.     Either 
method   would  have  relieved  the  trade 
unions  from  that  evil.    The  one  would 
have  been,  and  undoubtedly  was,  more 
complete  in  its  character  than  the  other. 
The    Government    proposal    sought    to 
relieve  them  from  responsibility  for  any 
action  which  was  not  expressly  authorised, 
or  effectively  authorised  by  their  govern- 
ing body.   On  the  other  hand,  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Newoastle-upon- 
Tjne    was    substantially    the    present 
clause,  that  was  to  say,  a  proposal  that 
no  action  whatever  should  be  brought 
against  these  unions.    The  choice  be- 
tween   those    two     methods    was    left 
to  the    House,    and    the    House    con- 
tained large  numbers  of  employers  of 
labour,  and  a  large  number  of  Members 
of  very  great  experience,  and  he  could 
not  imagine   a  tribunal  more   qualified 
to  decide  whether  or  not  the  existing 
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state  of  the  law,  as  it  was  believed  to  be, 
should    or    should    not    continue.     The 
real  substantial  proposal  was  this.    The 
trade  union  legislation  of  1871  and  1875 
gave  a  charter  to  trade   unions.    That 
charter    was    universally    construed    as 
conferring    an    immunity   in  regard    to 
all    actions    against    trade    imions    as 
corporations,   by  means  of  which  their 
funds    would    be    made    available    for 
meeting  claims  for  damages,  and  in  that 
sense  the  charter  had  been  understood 
for  a  period  of  thirty  years.    It  had  been 
generally     accepted,     and     during     its 
currency  there  were  no  violations  of  the 
terms  on  which  it  was  granted.    There 
was    no    apprehension    with    regard    to 
abuses  on  the  part  of  those  bodies,  and 
therefore  there  were  thirty  years  of  ex- 
perience which  would  give  the  House  very 
good  ground  for  enabling  it  to  determine 
whether  or  not   that  lease  of  immunity 
should   be    renewed.     The  conflict   was 
whether    they    should    reformulate    the 
law  with  regard  to  the  future  on  a  correct 
and  legal  basis,  or  whether  the  existing 
state  of  things  supposed    to    be   estab- 
lished in  1871  should  remain  unaltered 
for  an  indefinite  period.    That  vas  the 
question  which  the  House  had  to  decide, 
and     the    Government    came     to    the 
conoliision  that  the  decision  was    very 
clear    and    explicit    on    the     matter. 
There  was,  first  of  all,  the  debate  on  the 
Government  Bill,  in  which  many  hon. 
members   below    the    gangway    on    the 
other  side  expressed  thei*  views  in  very 
strong    terms,    and    large    numbers    of 
Members  of  the  Liberal  Party,  sitting 
behind    and    below  the    gangway,    ex- 
pressed full  concurrence  with  the  views 
of    hon.  Members    below   the  gangway 
on  the  other  side ;  so  far  it  was  clearly 
the  general   feeling  that  the  statut  quo 
should    be     loft     undisturbed.      There 
were    also     hon.     Members     who     sat 
above  the  gangway  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  who  took  that  view,  and 
who  thought  that  the  state  of  the  law 
as    it    had    existed     for    thirty    years 
should    continue    undisturbed.      Under 
the   circumstances    it    seemed    to    him 
a  more  important  matter  to  settle  this 
question    than   to  decide   between   two 
alternative   proposals,    against   each    of 
which  there  were  objections  and  in  sup- 
port of  each  of  which  there  were  strong 
argumen's.      No  less  a  person  than  the 
SirJohii  Walton. 


Leader  of  the  Opposition  said  tiiat  he 
had  no  apprehension  as  to  the  future 
operation  of  this  clause. 

SiB  E.  CARSON :    When  did  he  say 
anything  of  the  sort  1 

SiB  JOHN  WALTON  repUed  that  on 
the  Second  Beading  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  said  he  had  full  confidence  in 
those  who  managed  trade  unions  and  in 
their   moderation,   although  on   general 
principles  he  thought  it  unwise  to  confer 
on  any  class  such  powers  as  were  pro- 
posed.   This  clause  was  of  a  similar  kind 
to  those  which  had  been  included  in  pre- 
vious   Bills.    In    the    first    place,    the 
Government  wished  to  make  it  p«^ectiy 
plain  on  the  face  of  tiie  clause  that  it  was 
to  be  bilateral — it  did  not  confer  upon 
workmen  a  privilege  that  was  not  ex- 
tended to  unions  of  employers.     Then 
it   was  provided   that   nothing  in   this 
clause  should  afiect  the  liability  of  the 
trustees   of   unions   to   be   sued   in   the 
events  provided  in  Section  9  of  the  Trade 
Unions  Act  of  1871.    The  Government 
wished  to  protect  trade  union  funds  and 
make  them  as  secure  as  it  was  ]>oe8ible  to 
make  them.    If  any  hon.  Member  could 
show  that  any  Amendment  of  the  clause 
would  make  the  funds  more  secure  he 
would    accept    such    Amendment.    But 
while  tibe  funds  of  the  union  were  to  be 
protected,   the   trustees  by  the  proviso 
were  to  be  liable  to  sue  or  to  be  sued  in 
any  action,  suit,  or  prosecution  touching  or 
concerning  their  property.    They  might 
prevent  any  person  from  43-espassing  on 
their    property,     pulling     down     their 
buildings,     blocking    up    their    ancient 
lights,  or  robbing  their  funds.     All  these 
rights   could   be   exercised   through   the 
trustees,   and  there  was  a  considerable 
obligation  upon  them  of  responsibility  to 
other  persons,  as,  for  instance,  if  they 
blocked  up  the  light  of  a  man  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road.    The  trustees  would 
remain  liable  under  Section  9  of  the  Act 
of  1871.    So  far  as  it  was  consistent  with 
the  main  object  in  view,  the  Government 
had  sought  to  leave  the  status  quo  as  little 
changed  as  possible. 

New  Clause : 

"  An  action  sgainit  a  trade  nnion,  whether 
of  workmen  or  masters,  or  a^inst  any  members 
thereof  on  behalf  of  themaelvea  and  all  other 
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members  of  the  trade  nnion  for  the  recovery  of 
dMuagee  in  respect  of  any  tortiooa  act  aUeged 
to  have  heen  committed  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
trade  onion,  altaU  not  be  entertained  by  any 
Court,  provided  that  nothing  in  this  section 
sImII  affect  the  liability  of  the  tmsteea  of  such 
anions  to  be  sued  in  the  events  provided  for  by 
the  Trades  Union  Act,  1871,  Section  9." 

Brought  up,  and  lead  the  fiist  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

♦Mr.  BOWLES,  on  a  point  of  order, 
asked  whether  the  prop<Med  new  clause 
was  not  outside  the  "  order  of  leave  " 
of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  was  to  provide  for 
the  regulation  of  trade  unions  and  trade 
disputes,  but  he  submitted  that  this 
clause  was  a  provision  for  putting  them 
above  and  beyond  all  regulation  what- 
ever. 

*The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  think 
the  clause  was  outside  the  order  of  leave. 
It  was.he  thought,  quite  in  order,  and  there 
was  a  similar  provision  in  Clause  4  of  the 
original  Bill. 

Sib  E.  OABSON  did  not  wonder  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Norwood  had  raised 
that  point,  because  a  wider  exemption 
than  was  now  being  proposed  had  never 
been  given,  and  he  defied  anyone  to  con- 
tradict him  when  he  said  that  no  pre- 
cedent could  be  found  in  the  whole 
conrst  of  the  laws  of  this  country  for  the 
clause  submitted  by  the  Attomey- 
Oeneral.  What  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  ought  to  have  said  so  as  to 
make  the  thing  quite  complete  was — 

"  A^  regards  tortious  or  wrongful  acts  com- 
mitled  by  trade  nnioos,  all  im  laws  of  the 
realm,  whether  statole  or  oommcw,  are  hereby 
repealed." 

That  was  a  pretty  large  enactment 
to  suggest  at  the  esd  of  a  prolonged 
sitting.  Or  he  might  have  put  it  in 
another  interesting  form.  He  might 
have  said — 

"  The  Kins  can  do  no  wrong  ;  neither  can  a 
trade  onion. 

The  hon.  and  learned  Grentleman 
might  have  been  even  more  candid. 
He  did  not  see  why  he  should  not  have 
said  that  on  an  action  for  an  admitted 
wrong  committed  by  a  trade  union, 
with     admitted     damage     done,     with 


admitted  ntilice,  with  admitted  crime 
causing  damage,  it  should  be  in  the 
power  of  the  secretary  of  a  trade  union 
to  entei  a  noUe  prosequi,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  law  of  the  land  being  brought  to 
play  in  the  prevention  of  such  acts,  for 
that  was  the  effect  of  the  Attorney- 
G-eneral's  clause.  He  wanted  nothing 
more  to  condemn  this  clause  than  the 
words  the  Attorney-General  himself 
used  on  the  First  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  which  he  had  now  igaomi- 
niously  eaten.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Grentleman  apparently  thought  it  con- 
sistent with  the  great  office  he  held,  and 
with  the  high  position  he  held  in  his  pro- 
fession and  in  this  House,  to  come  down 
now  and  say — '  I  told  you  on  a  previous 
occasion  that  black  was  black,  but  now  I 
tell  you  that  black  is  white.'  Anything 
more  preposteious  than  the  line  that 
had  been  taken  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  with  reference  to  this 
Amendment  he  could  hardly  conceive,  and 
it  was  all  the  more  preposterous  because 
they  knew  what  was  the  claim  of  hon. 
Members  below  the  gangway.  If  this 
was  a  matter  which  was  sprung  upon  them 
and  they  could  not  go  on,  he  could  well 
understand  the  position  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  But  how  did  the  matter 
stand  ?  The  claim  was  made  when  the 
Party  opposite  was  in  power  for  immunity 
of  this  character  and  for  the  repeal  of  the 
common  law  and  statute  law  of  the  land 
with  regard  to  trade  unions.  The  Govern- 
ment had  that  clause  before  them  and 
also  the  Teport  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion. They  had  those  matters  before 
them,  and  they  came  down  to  this  House 
and  through  the  mouth  of  the  Attorney- 
General  denounced  in  language  which 
he  would  not  dare  to  use — he  never  laid 
claim  to  the  eloquence  which  adorned 
the  benches  opposite  and  which  had 
put  them  on  those  benches  and  removed 
himself  and  his  friends  from  them 
although  they  were  very  glad  to  be  got 
rid  of — the  proposal  for  the  abolition 
of  the  rule  of  law  that  the  wrong  doer 
should  be  made  to  redress  his  wrong.  If 
trade  imions  were  exempt  from  this 
liability  the  Royal  Commission  pointed 
out  they  would  form  the  only  exception, 
and  it  would  then  be  held  to  be  right  that 
vast  and  powerful  institutions  shoidd  be 
permanently  licensed  to  apply  the  power 
they  possessed  to  ruin  others  and  inflict 
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damage  to  the  extent  of  many  thoasands 
of  pounds  and  not  be  liable  to  make  good 
that  damage  out  of  theii  funds.  Such  a 
policy  they  declared  would  be  opposed 
to  the  vety  idea  of  law,  order  and  justice. 
And  what  did  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney-General,  who 
was  accountable  to  this  House  for  law, 
order  and  justice,  do  ?  He  came  down 
and  proposed  a  clause  which  in  the  view  of 
the  Commission  was  opposed  to  the 
very  idea  of  law,  order  and  justice. 
He  did  not  envy  the  position  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  Even 
with  the  emoluments  of  office  he  should 
be  sorry  to  be  in  the  place  of  the 
Attomey-Gteneral,  who  now  proposed 
what  he  had  before  denounced,  and 
which  a  Royal  Conunission  declared 
to  be  opposed  to  the  very  idea  of  law 
and  order  and  justice.  [Labour  cries 
of  "  A  packed  Commission  ;  absolutely 
packed.  ]  He  was  not  picking  any 
quarrel  with  hon.  Members  below  the 
gangway,  who  had  taken  a  perfectly 
consistent  course.  When  they  took  up 
that  position  last  year  he  had  the  honour 
of  fighting  them  almost  single-handed 
in  the  Committee.  He  fought  them 
as  hard  as  ever  he  could,  and  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  they  beat  him  even 
with  his  own  Party  in  power,  and 
he  hoped  he  took  his  beating  good- 
humouredly.  He  never  pretended  that 
he  thought  their  proposals  were  other- 
wise than  harmful,  and  neither  for  their 
support  nor  any  other  political  support 
would  he  have  put  forward  a  proposal 
of  this  kind,  which  whether  he  was  right 
or  they  were  right  went  to  the  very 
root  of  the  industrial  prosperity  of 
this  country.  He  believed  that  nobody 
should  be  beyond  the  scope  of  the 
law;  but  although  he  disagreed  with 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  he 
respected  their  views,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  give  him  credit  for  supporting  the 
views  which  he  held  :  he  had  no  quarrel 
with  them.  He  denied  that  for  many 
years  the  trade  tmions  had  enjoyed 
this  immunity.  As  far  as  there  had 
been  an  absence  of  decisions  holding 
them  liable,  it  arose  simply  from  the 
fact  that  trade  imions  were  originaUy 
iUegal  associations,  and  therefore  could 
neither  sue  nor  be  sued.  But  directly 
that  was  altered  they  took  their  place 
alongside  ordinary  corporations.  [Cries 
Sir  E.  Carf<m. 


of  "No."]  Was  there  any  decimon 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  favour 
of  trade  unicms  being  held  iimniiT»*>  bom 
liability  for  wrongful  acts  to  the  property 
of  others  1  He  defied  anybody  to  bring 
forward  any  Resolution  in  any  sock 
sense  whatever.  He  admitted  that  the 
law  of  agency  pressed  very  hardly  against 
trade  unions,  but  it  also  pressed  hardly 
against  every  company  and  every  indi- 
vHuaL  That  law  ought  to  be  mitigated, 
but  in  favour  of  all  classes  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  and  not  of  one  class  only. 
The  Attorney-General  said  that  he  gave 
the  same  right  to  masters ;  but  they 
had  never  asked  to  be  placed  above 
and  beyond  the  law.  If  they  did  he 
should  use  exactly  the  same  argument 
against  them  as  he  was  now  using 
against  trade  unions.  Why  sihoald 
they  be  placed  above  the  law  *  He 
was  not  at  all  sure  from  hia  own 
observation  of  the  trend  of  events  tint 
the  time  might  not  be  coming,  if  it  was  not 
already  come,  when  they  would  have  to 
legislate  against  the  combination  and 
association  of  capital.  He  was  not  sure 
that  the  time  had  not  come  when  men 
acquired  wealth  not  alone  tat  the  hixuiy 
wealth  might  bring  them  but  for  the  great 
power  it  might  bring  in  increasing  their 
weight  and  importance,  or  in  decreasing 
the  weight  and  importance  of  others. 
He  was  not  at  all  sure  that  the  time  nxight 
not  come  when  they  would  have  to  deal 
with  that  in  this  country  ;  when  they  had 
combinations  and  association*  of  cai^tal 
to  crush  out  small  men  and  to  prevmt 
that  individual  effort  by  which  moi 
rose.  If  that  time  came  and  if  it 
was  approaching,  in  tiiia  Bill  wece 
they  not  laying  down  a  priitdide  wiaek 
might  be  injurious  not  metefy  to  the 
question  which  they  had  under  dinonasaon 
to-day  bnt  in  those  matters  which  mi^^ 
be  of  vast  importance  to  the  whole  com- 
mercial interest  and  progress  of  the 
coimtry?  If  they  laid  down  now  as  the 
Attorney-General  did  lay  down — ^he  said 
without  disrespect  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  foolishly  laid  dowa — this  prin- 
ciple they  were  going  to  put  theee  men  of 
capital,  with  great  power  and  inflnenoe 
in  this  ooontry  by  reason  of  tkeic  wealth, 
beyond  and  above  the  law.  But  if  they 
were  going  to  be  immune  ftmn  the  law 
outside  trade  disputes  he  could  not  think 
the  time  would  be  k)ng  in  coming  irhea 
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they  wonld  repent  of  what  they  had  done 
this  day,  so  easily  and  so  lightly,  because 
like  many  other  things  it  seemed  to  be 
plausible  at  first  sight.  But  when  such 
matters  came  to  be  worked  out  as  between 
the  parties  they  sometimes  found  they  had 
really  done  the  greatest  disservice  to  the 
interests  they  desired  to  serve  by  placing 
these  powers  in  the  hands  of  others. 
The  clause  he  supposed  would  be  passed. 
He  had  not  the  least  hope  that  anything 
he  might  say  would  have  the  least  in- 
fluence on  anyone  present.  [Cheers.]  He 
was  quite  prepared  for  those  cheers,  al- 
thought  he  did  not  want  them  in  the 
least,  but  he  was  glad  to  have  made  his 
protest.  Both  to  himself  personally  and 
to  his  constituency  it  mattered  nothing. 
If  he  had  any  interest  in  it  at  all  it  was 
in  the  litigation  which  he  foresaw  would 
necessarily  arise  under  the  Bill.  But  he 
could  assure  the  House  in  the  observa- 
tions he  made  he  had  very  much  higher 
interests  at  heart  than  those  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  cheered  him  had.  There 
was  one  other  observation  he  wished 
to  make,  and  it  was  this.  He]  knew 
the  opponents  of  these  proposals  were 
represented  very  often  in  the  country  as 
desiring  to  subject  to  execution  under 
action  taken  into  Court  the  benevo- 
lent and  charitable  funds  which  trade 
unions  possessed.  For  his  part  he  should 
he  very  sorry  to  be  associated  with  any 
such  idea.  These  sick,  benevolent  and 
other  funds  which  trade  unions  possessed 
he  believed  ought  to  and  could  be 
placed  beyond  all  risks  so  that  they  might 
be  applied  to  thoee  objects  for  which 
the  members  of  the  union  had  sub- 
scribed. He  believed  that  in  such  an 
amendment  of  the  law  they  would  be 
acting  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
principles  of  law,  because  any  person 
who  held  a  trust  fund  could  place  that 
trust  fund  out  of  the  reach  of  his  ordinary 
creditors  or  obligations  of  the  law.  He 
wished  to  stete  most  emphatically,  and 
he  believed  it  was  the  opinion  of  every- 
body who  supported  the  view  that  he 
was  putting  forward,  that  to  the  fullest 
extent  these  funds,  benevolent  and 
chariteble,  not  only  might  be,  but  ought 
to  be  set  apart,  so  that  whatever  obliga- 
tion or  liability  might  be  incurred  by  a 
trade  union  these  funds  should  not  be 
allowed  to  be  made  available  for  any 
purpose  except  that  for  which  they  had 


been  subscribed.  So  tar  as  he  was 
concerned,  and  so  far  as  hon.  Members 
sitting  behind  him  were  concerned,  they 
had  always  desired  these  funds  to  be 
protected.  He  ended  where  he  coiji- 
menced ;  he  said  that  the  House  ought 
to  be  very  careful  before  they  put  above 
and  beyond  the  law  any  corporation 
or  any  number  of  individuals  or  any  other 
associations  of  persons  in  this  country. 
And  when  they  said  that  trade  unions 
might  not  be  cast  for  damages  in  regard 
to  an  illegal  or  criminal  act  or  an  act 
against  property  that  caused  damage, 
they  were  getting  rid  of  all  the  funda- 
mentel  principle  which  the  law  of  this 
country  possessed,  upon  which,  whether 
he  be  a  master  or  a  man,  whether 
he  be  the  head  of  a  shipping  company 
or  a  docker,  or  whether  he  be  a  man 
attempting  to  resist  the  tyranny  of  the 
mob,  the  liberty  of  every  man  in  this 
country  depended. 

Mr.  SIMON  (Essex,  Walthamstow) 
said  he  was  afraid  it  could  not  be  palateble 
to  all  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
that  so  large  a  share  of  the  discussion 
should  have  come  to  be  token  up  by  the 
lawyers  in  the  House.  On  the  other 
hand  it  was  unquestionably  one  of  the 
matters  on  which  litigation  might  arise 
and  where  in  consequence  those  who 
earned  th«r  living  by  the  law  should 
offer  their  opinion  on  the  subject.  He 
had  risen  because  he  had  noticed 
throughout  the  debate  a  point  of  view 
of  what  was  supposed  to  be  done  by 
this  new  clause  much,  with  all  respect  to 
maoh  greater  lawyers  than  himself  he 
decUned  to  accept.  The  proposition 
put  forward  was  that  if  the  clause  was 
carried  they  were  going  to  put  the 
trade  unions  in  a  position  such  as  no 
other  association  had  ever  been  known 
to  occupy.  Was  there  any  reason  for 
such  a  suggestion,  could  no  one  suggest 
other  associations  possessed  of  great 
funds  highly  organised  and  capable  of 
considerable  mischief,  and  yet  whose 
funds  could  not  be  touched  !  Let  them 
take  a  simple  and  popular  instence,  the 
Tariff  Reform  League,  a  body  with  great 
and  somewhat  mysterious  funds,  a  body 
highly  organised  and  capable  as  some 
thought  of  evil  as  well  as  good.  It  was 
possible  that  ito  funds  might  be  used 
for   mischievous   purposes.    But  would 
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anybody  get  up  and  say  that  if  Mr.  Vinoe 
was  to  perpetrate  a  tort,  say  publish  a 
libel  on  the  members  of  the  Cobden  Club, 
would  he  be  jeopardising  the  funds  of 
the  Tariff  Reform  League,  and  that 
they  would  be  liable  t 

An  HON.  MEMBEB :    Yes,  certainly. 

Mb.  SIMON  said  he  should  like  to  see 
that  action  tried.  The  whole  of  the  dis- 
cuBsion  had  caused  a  deal  of  confusion ; 
there  were  mauv  bodies  in  England  to-day 
with  large  funds  at  their  disposal,  which 
no  lawyer  would  recommend  anybody 
to  sue.  If  hon.  Members  wanted  to  sue 
a  West  End  club  they  had  to  pick  out 
the  secretary  or  some  member  of  the 
committee,  and  the  damages,  if  they 
got  them,  would  come  out  of  the 
pockets  of  those  persons,  and  not 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  club  at  all. 
He  asked  whether  that  which  was  the 
plain  state  of  afEairs  at  the  time  trade 
unions  became  legal  was  to  be  continued 
in  truth  and  in  fact  and  be  their 
position  now.  It  was  no  answer  to 
that  observation  to  say  that  till  the 
year  1870  trade  unions  were  illegal 
associations.  Since  1870,  when  trade 
unions  became  legal  associations,  these 
actions  were  not  brought,  and  they  were 
entitled  on  all  sides  of  the  House  to 
point  to  the  fact  and  to  rely  on  it  that 
although  since  1870  it  had  been  possible 
to  bring  such  actions  nobody  had  thought 
of  doing  so.  And  lawyers  who  spoke  with 
such  certainty  now,  if  they  had  been  asked 
ten  years  ago  would  have  said  6uch 
actions  could  not* be  brought.  What 
Parliament  was  believed  to  have  accom- 
plished was  acted  on  for  a  generation 
without  any  of  the  mischief  that  had 
been  suggested  wouH  arise.  There  was 
another  reason  why  special  consideration 
should  be  given  to  trade  unions  in 
that  matter.  One  need  not  be  a  lawyer 
to  fee  that  trade  unions  had  very  great 
difficulty  in  getting  level  justice  in  a  Court. 
One  of  the  matters  that  would  be 
thoroughly  approved  of  was  that  the 
clause  provided  that  an  action  for 
damage  should  not  be  brought  against  a 
trade  union,  because  damages  were 
assessed  by  juries,  and  in  the  case  of 
masters  special  juries.  The  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  worked  in  that  way. 
The  man  who  was  going  to  claim  could 

Mr.  Simon. 


not  choose  a  jury.  No  workman  ui»der 
the  Workmen's  CompenBation  Act  coukl 
choose  a  jury,  because  Parliament  took 
away  from  them  the  right  of  getting  a 
County  Court  jury.  They  therefore  never 
got  a  jury  of  their  own  class.  That  was 
perfectly  proper  in  order  that  level  juatice 
might  be  done,  and  that  being  so  they 
were  right  in  saying  that  if  an 
action  was  brought  against  a  trade 
union  it  ought  to  be  left  to  a 
judge  to  decide.  Fcr  this  reason  he  sub- 
mitted that  the  proposed  new  clause  was 
abundantly  justified.  Since  1870  bade 
unions  had  conducted  themselvea  with 
credit  and  ability,  without  violence,  and 
with  that  good  sense  which  was  in  itself 
the  best  of  all  reasons  why  they  shouW 
get  the  protection  they  now  asked.  It 
sometimes  appeared  as  if  lawyers  were 
horrified  that  no  action  could  be  brought. 
Was  there,  even  from  the  lawyer's  pcant 
of  view,  anything  so  wonderful  about  it  ? 
Three  eminent  Lords  Justices  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal  once  declared,  in  Allen 
V.  Flood,  that  such  an  action  could  not 
be  brought.  In  determining  what  the 
law  should  be  for  the  future  they  should 
not  be  debarred  by  a  decision  which  had 
produced  such  unexpected  consequences. 
They  should  legislate  for  the  situatioD 
as  they  found  it,  and  support  the  clause 
of  the  Attorney-General. 

•Mr.  CLAVELL  SALTER  (Hants, 
Basingstoke)  said  the  point  from  Allen 
V.  Flood,  on  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  rested  his  able  speech,  was  no  better 
than  a  technicality.  Whatever  might 
be  the  precise  techiucal  position  of  the 
trade  unions,  what  was  it  in  substance 
that  this  new  clause  intended  to  intro- 
duce into  the  daily  life  of  the  country  ? 
When  the  clause  had  become  law  a 
union,  by  direct  order  of  its  most  respon- 
sible leaders  and  by  direct  action  of  its 
recognised  and  accredited  agents,  might 
do  tie  worst  of  injury  to  a  man  through 
the  power  of  its  funds,  and  yet  those  funds 
would  be  exempt  from  making  compensa' 
tion.  Both  masters  and  men  would  only 
have  to  form  themselves  into  a  trade 
union  and  they  would  be  raised  above 
the  law ;  and  he  looked  forward  with 
dread  to  what  industrial  warfare  would 
be  like  when  both  parties  to  the  dispute 
had  been  thus  put  above  the  law.  What 
are  they  doing  here  t     They  were  rainng 
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ibove  the  law  and  rendering  immune  every 
fcrade  union  in  the  country.  What 
struck  him  about  this  matter  was 
that  in  order  to  remedy  that  which 
they  were  told  by  the  leaders  of  organised 
labour  was  their  real  grievance  it  was  not 
necessary  to  do  the  extraordinary  thing 
which  the  House  was  asked  to  do.  It 
was  said  to  be  hard  that  their  funds 
should  be  made  liable  for  the  reckless 
acts  of  those  who  should  be  personally 
liable.  If  it  were  desired  to  rtanove 
that  grievance,  surely  it  could  have  been 
done  without  making  this  revolutionary 
change.  Surely  they  might  have  had 
special  provision  in  reference  to  trade 
unions,  that  the  ordinary  rules  of 
agency  should  be  relaxed,  and  that  it 
should  be  open  to  them  promptly  to 
disavow  the  acts  of  branch  secretaries 
and  persons  of  that  kind,  on  which  con- 
dition the  union  should  be  free  from  the 
ordinary  consequences.  The  grievance 
put  forward  did  not  justify  anjrthing  of 
the  kind  proposed.  He  spoke  vrith  real 
feeling  when  he  said  that  he  had  spent 
all  his  life  in  helping  to  administer 
the  law  in  this  country,  and  perhaps 
those  who  did  not  belong  to  the  great 
profession  of  the  lav  hardly  realised  how 
lawyers  felt  about  a  suggestion  of  this 
kind,  and  how  proud  they  had  always 
been  of  British  law,  its  fearlessness  and 
parity,  and,  above  all,  its  equality 
between  man  and  man.  They  were 
for  the  first  time  in  modern  history 
openly  setting  up  a  privileged  class  of 
men  who,  when  proceedings  were 
taken  against  them  as  against  any 
other  men,  would  be  allowed  to 
8*y,  "I  can  do  what  I  have  done  be- 
uaose  I  am  a  trade  unionist ;  I  belong  to 
i  trade  union,  and  I  am  immune."  He 
lid  not  know  whether  to  laugh  or  to 
weep,  when  he  found  a  change  of 
this  kiiid  being  introduced  at  the  outset 
of  their  career  by  the  so-called  Liberal 
Party. 

Ms.  PAUL  (Northampton)  said  it  was 
not  part  of  his  duty,  and  certainly  not 
his  inclination,  to  defend  the  change  of 
policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government  so 
admi-^ably  illustrated  at  an  earUer  period 
of  the  evening  by  the  ingenious  speech  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  But  he  had  observed 
that  8ometimes  a  body  of  very  clever  men 


would  do  what  the  least  clever  of  them 
would  not  do  if  left  to  himself,  isolated 
from  the  contagion  of  collected  wisdom. 
But  the  question  they  had  to  consider 
was  not  how  this  new  clause  came  to  be 
on  the  Paper,  but  whether  it  was  a  good 
clause  now  that  it  was  there.  He  had 
said,  for  reasons  which  he  would  not 
repeat,  that  he  did  not  beUeve  in  the 
general  doctrine  of  the  imperative  man- 
date, but  one  of  the  few  promises  which 
he  did  give  to  his  constituents  before  his 
election,  and  which  be  believed  was  given 
by  the  large  majority  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House,  was 
that  he  would  vote  for  the  Trade  Union 
Bill  introduced  into  the  late  House  of  Com- 
mons by  the  hon.  Member  for  CUtheroe, 
of  which  this  clause  embodied  the  most 
substantial  part.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  in 
approaching  this  question  from  the  point 
of  view  of  a  lawyer,  appealed  to  the  great 
power  which  combinations  had  in  the 
United  States,  and  suggested  that  if  they 
gave  to  workmen,  and  also  to  employers, 
some  special  privilege  they  might  here- 
after abuse  it  as  it  was  abused  in  the 
United  States  to-day.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  greatest  hindrance  to  business  in 
this  House  was  the  existenoe  of  a  Party 
system.  He  thought  it  was  the  too 
great  abundance  of  eminent  and  dis- 
tinguished lawyers  who  sa''  in  this 
House,  not  one  of  whom  could  be  found 
to  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  that  a  trade 
union  was  not  a  corporation.  The 
eminent  lawyers  who  sat  here  seemed  to 
be  too  much  under  the  influence  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  law,  which  they  had 
laboriously  acquired,  and  which  they 
variously  interpreted,  and  they  did  not 
like  any  legislation  which  conflicted 
with  what  they  had  learnt.  It  was  said 
that  nothing  in  this  country  was  above 
the  law.  There  was  one  thing  in  this 
country  wh'oh  was  above  the  law,  how- 
ever, and  that  was  Parliament.  They 
were  here  to  say  not  what  the  law  was, 
but  what  the  law  ought  to  be ;  not  whether 
it  coincided  with  decisions  which  had 
already  been  given,  but  whether  i 
WM  in  the  general  interest  of  the 
community  at  large.  How  did  this 
question  come  before  them  at  -all  ?  It 
had  a  legal  origin.  It  arose  from  the 
decision  given  in  another  place.     Another 
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pkce  did  not  cease  to  be  another  place 
because  it  met  in  the  morning  instead 
of  the  afternoon,  and  because  it  consisted 
of  four  or  five  Members  instead  of  twenty 
or  thirty.  The  impartiality  of  the  judges 
in  ordinary  cases  in  which  they  had 
no  interest  was  as  undoubted  as  it  was 
beneficial ;  but  anyone  who  told  him 
that  a  man  who  hiad  all  his  life  been 
interested  in   politics  and   held   strong 

tolitical  views  could  altogether  divest 
imself  of  politics  when  he  sat  upon 
the  Bench,  made  a  draft  upon  his  cred- 
uhty,  which,  large  as  his  credulity  was, 
he  c<mfe8sed  it  was  unable  to  honour. 
If  anybody  wanted  to  know  what  an 
eminemt  and  a  universally  respected 
lawyer  might  feel  about  trade  unions, 
he  recommended  him  to  read  the  judgment 
of  Lord  Lindky  in  the  Tafi  Yale  case. 
They  were  very  fond  of  saying  here  that 
things  were  not  Party  questions.  It 
was  his  betief  that  if  a  Motion  could  be 
made  in  this  House  by  the  Archangel 
Oabriel,  and  if  it  were  seconded,  as  it 

Jtrobably  would  be,  by  the  hon.  Member 
or  Morpeth,  it  wovdd  be  a  Party  question 
in  less  than  half  an  hour.  But  he  was  a 
little  surprised  that  any  question  con- 
nected with  trade  unions  should  be 
regarded  as  one  of  Party.  Why,  his  hon. 
friends  below  the  gangway,  the  Labour 
Members,  knew  perfectly  well  that  the 
Conservative  Party  had  done  quite 
as  much  for  trade  unions  as  they  who 
now  sat  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House.  It  was  the  Liberal  Government 
of  Mr.  Gladstone  who  first  gave  the  trade 
unions  their  charter  of  freMom.  It  was 
the  Government  of  Mr.  Disraeli  who 
improved  that  Act  by  the  Act  of  1875, 
giving  them  privileges  which  for  thirty 
years  they  had  universally  believed  in  and 
enjoyed,  and  he  was  sure  it  must  be  a 
subject  of  great  gratification  to  Lord 
Cross  in  his  honoured  old  age  that  no  one 
had  done  more  for  the  benefit  of  trade 
unions  than  he.  If  it  were  proposed  for 
the  first  time  that  a  clause  of  this  kind 
should  be  passed,  and  that  trade  unions 
should  receive  the  immunity  which  under 
it  they  would  enjoy,  he  could  quite 
understand  that  reasonable  objection 
might  be  taken ;  but  were  they  to  learn 
nothing  from  the  experience  of  the  past  f 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  told  them  that 
it  was  for  others  in  the  future  whom  they 
Mr.  Paul. 


did  not  know  and  whose'characten  they 
could  not  conjecture.  If  it  were  not 
disrespectful  he  would  say  it  were  almost 
childish  to  remark  tiiat  the  coarse  of 
conduct  pursued  for  a  whole  generation 
by  a  large  and  influential  body  of  men 
was  not  the  policy  their  sucoessors  would 
pursue  in  the  future.  It  was  upon  that 
practical  experience  of  the  past,  and  not 
upon  any  theory,  ingenious  or  otherwise, 
or  upon  any  knowledge  of  juTispradeaoe 
which  he  did  not  profess,  that  he  ventured 
most  humbly  and  respectfully  to  submit 
that  the  passing  of  this  clause  would  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  Parliament  and 
of  all  classes  of  people  in  the  country. 

Sib  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
said  that,  with  regard  to  the  legal  element 
in  this  House,  it  was  remar^ble  how 
their  views  really  contradicted  each 
other.  The  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  said  there  were  no  organi- 
sations which  came  under  the  [opera- 
tion of  the  law  except  trade  unions. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the 
very  admirable  speech  he  gave  a  short 
time  ago,  said  the  only  organisations 
which  was  above  the  law  would  be  trade 
unions  and  combinations  of  employers. 
Which  was  right  ?  He  thought  it  could 
be  said  they  were  perfectly  justified  in 
protesting  against  the  introduction  ot 
the  new  4th  Clause.  If  they  were  in 
want  of  a  series  of  arguments  to  justify 
them  in  objecting  to  this  new  clause  it 
would  be  found  in  the  speech  of  the 
Attorney-General  himself  on  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  in  the  earlier  part  of 
this  session.  It  was  crammed  full  of 
argument  and  illustrations  from  speeches 
by  different  Members  of  this  House  to 
^e  effect  that  trade  unions  should  be 
responsible  for  their  actions.  If  that  was 
the  reason  in  March,  he  could  not  quite 
understand  why  it  was  not  the  reason  in 
August,  and  he  must  say  that  up  to  the 
present  time  they  had  not  had  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  complete  change  of  front 
on  this  question.  He  supposed  that 
when  the  Bill  was  introduced  in  the  first 
place  by  the  Attorney -General  it  was  not 
considered  by  the  Government.  Why 
did  the  Attorney-General  and  the 
Cabinet  turn  right  round  in  their  view  on 
this  question  !  He  thought  this  House 
was  entitled  to  have  a  full  and  proper 
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'       explanation.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
'       chequer   made   another   argument ;    he 
said    the    iostification    for    giving    this 
'^       immunity  to  trade  unions  was  because 
it  was   given   to   the   employers.    He 
thought  that  was  a  very  poor  argument. 
'        In  the  first   place  the  employers  had 
'       never  asked  for  it,  and  they  did  not 
desire  the  privileges  which  this  clause 
gave  them.    Besides,  the  conditions  were 
^       not  the  same  between  the  employer  on 
'■       the  one  side  and  the  employee  on  the 
other.    It  all  resolved  itself  into  a  ques- 
'       tion    of    damages.    As    he    understood 
1       this  Bill,  tjiey  could  not  approach  the 
trade  union    collectively.    They    could 
approach  a  working  man  individually. 
But  what  chance  was  there  of  getting 
damages  from  a  working  man  individu- 
ally ?    Supposing    2,000    workmen    em- 
ployed by  a  master  stopped  working  at  a 
'       given  time  ;    could  the  master  summon 
those  2,000  before  a  magistrate  ?    The 
idea  was  absurd. 


Mb.  clement  EDWARDS  (Denbigh 
District)  said  that  was  precisely  what 
was  done  in  a  South  Wales  case. 

Snt  QILBEBT  PABEJIB  said  that, 
generally  speaking,  the  idea  was  absurd. 

:  In  the  case  of  an  employer  of  labour 
thousands   of    pounds    were    often   at 

'  stake,  and  sometimes  the  very  exist- 
ence   of    a    firm.      He    could   imagine 

I  cases  where  the  action  of  a  trade 
union  would  inflict  imtold  injury 
upon  the  employer,  and  to  say  that  on 

I  that  account  the  employers  were  to 
stand  on  the  same  basis  as  the  workmen 

I       was  a  misstatement  and  misapplication 

I       altogether.    The  conditions  were  not  the 

1  same  and  they  could  not  make  them  the 
same,  and  therefore,  to  say  that  they 
conferred  these  privileges  on  the  working 
men  because  they  were  given  to  the  em- 
ployers under  the  same  conditions  was 
merely  playing  with  words.  It  was 
a  proposal  to  put  one  section  of 
the  commimity  above  the  law  of  the 
country.  He  thought  they  should  view 
with  concern  any  proposal  to  alter  the 
law  in  such  a  way  as  to  put  any  section 
of  tile  people  above  the^law  of  the  land. 
He  was  afraid  that  any  legislation  of  that 
kind  would  be  prejui^cial  to  the  general 
interest. 


*M».  COMPTON  RICKETT  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Osgoldcross)  said  he  found 
in  going  about  the  country  that  the  Tafi 
Vale  judgment  had  dealt  a  blow  at 
the  trade  unions,  and  particularly  the 
smaller  ones,  which  was  barely  realised 
by  the  House,  In  some  cases,  sub- 
Bcriptions  had  fallen  ci,  and  the 
membership  had  declined.  If  there 
had  not  been  hope  of  redress  from 
this  House  he  had  little  doubt  that 
the  decline  would  have  been  still  more 
marked  and  would  have  ultimately 
threatened  the  existence  of  some  of  the 
unions.  Nothing  could  be  more  dis- 
astrous for  the  country  at  large  than 
that  these  unions  should  not  continue 
to  be  representative  of  the  trades  for 
which  they  spoke.  No  intelligent  em- 
ployer  of  experience  would  desire  to 
revert  to  the  state  of  things  of  forty  or 
fifty  years  ago,  and  be  compelled  to 
make  terms  with,  a  mass  of  unorganised 
labour.  That  often  meant  an  agreement 
with  one  set  of  men,  and  a  repudiation 
of  that  agreement  on  the  part  of  the 
others.  Under  such  conditions  em- 
ployers would  sufier  far  more  than  if 
there  were  a  recognised  leadership  at 
the  disposal  of  the  men.  He  was  argu- 
ing the  question  on  the  basis  of  ex- 
pediency, as  this  House  was  reaUy 
called  upon  to  decide  a  practical  issue. 
In  dealing  with  the  clause  from  the 
legal  point  of  view,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  there  was  always  the  right 
of  action  against  an  individual  member 
of  the  union.  Personal  responsibility 
had  not  been  cancelled.  The  man  who 
broke  the  law  could  be  made  answerable 
for  his  misdeeds.  In  his  opinion,  the 
continued  existence  of  the  unions  of  this 
country  depended  upon  the  protection  of 
their  funds.  He  had  heard  workmen 
say  more  than  once  that  they  would  not 
continue  to  subscribe  at  personal  sacrifice 
if  the  money  so  contributed  was  to  be 
confiscated  by  the  lawyers,  or  to  go  as 
technical  damages.  Whatever  might  be 
its  opinion  in  the  abstract,  was  the 
House  prepared  to  witness  the  gradual 
decay  of  these  great  labour  associations 
as  the  result  of  the  Taff  Vale  judgment  t 
He  urged  that  they  were  justified  in 
passing  the  clause  on  the  ground  of 
common  sense,  and  he  believed  that 
neither  workmen  nor  employers  would 
be  a  party  to  a  scandalous  misuse  of 
their  immunity. 
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vbrblism,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 

Agnew,  George  William 

^Iden,  Percy 

Allen.  A.Aobnd  (Christohuroh) 

A8quith,Rt.Hon.BerbertHeiiry 

>8tbiiry,  Joho  Meir 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.(Fin8bury,  E.) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (lale  of  Wight) 

Barlow.  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  Hubert  (ESastbonme 

Beanmont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,8ir  J.WilIiamg(DeTOnp'rt 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlet8,S.Geo. 

Berridge,  T.  D.  H. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Bethell  J.  H-  (Essex,  Romford) 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Billsott,  Alfred 

Bimll,  Bt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W.(Bedfordshire 

Brace,  William 

Brigs,  John 

Bn^lehurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H-  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lanes., Leigh) 

Bryoe,Rt.Hn.Jamea  (Aberdeen 

Biyce,  J.  A.  (InTcmess  Burghs) 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt  Hon.  Thomas 

Bnxton,Rt.Hn.8ydney  (Tharlts 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Oaa«ton,RtJBbi.  Richard  Knight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clarke,  C.  Goddard 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,SirW.  J.(8t.Panora8,W. 

0>ndon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J.  ■ 

Corbett,C  H  (8ussex,E.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemouth) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  8.) 

Diokinson,W.H.  (8tPanora6,N. 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  0.  (Barrow-in-FumeM 


AYES. 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Builey) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Essex,  B.  W. 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Ererett,  R.  Lacey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Foster,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Ft«eman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladatone,RtHn.Herbert  John 
:  Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
I  Gooch,  George  Peabody 
I  Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Grey,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Haldane,  Rt  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Haroourt,  Rt  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardie,J.  Keir(MerthyrTydvil 

Hardy,  George  A.  (SufTolk) 

Harrasworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r.) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haalam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hasleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.j 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hodge,  John 
I  Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
I  Homiman,  Emslie  John 
I  Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Wslter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

niingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isarcs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S- 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones, William  (Camarvonsbir 

Jowett,  P.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Laidlaw,  Rofaiai  t 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Leese.Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herlcrt 

Uoyd-George,  Rt  flon.  David 


,  Lough,  Thomas 

Lyell,  Charles  Hairy 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macd<Mial<V  J-  R-  (Leicester) 

ifoodonaki,J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamees,  Frederic  0. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,8. 

MaoVeigh,Charlee  (DonegaUB.) 

M'CaUum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laien,  H.  D.  (Stafford.  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Chwles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northanta) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mark8,G.Cro3rdon  (Lannoeaton) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Menxies,  Walter 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall ) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bas-'Clliiv; 

NichoUs,  George 

Nicholson,Charle8N.(Doaca£t'. 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

N  orton,  Capt  Cecil  William 

0'Rrien,Kendal(TipperaryMid. 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare.  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Orady,  J. 

O' Kelly  ,JameB(Ro«common,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Ihiul,  Herbert 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.,  Leek) 

Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.(Edinburi^CtoUat 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy,  A.  Rolland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (8carboro= 

Rcos,  J.  D. 

Ri(hards,Thoma8  (W.Monm'th 

Richards.  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Ri<kctt,  J.  Compton 

Roberts.  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts.  O.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robertson,  RtHn.  E.  (Dundee 

Roberl8on,Sir  0.8cott(Btadl'rd 
'  Rub(  i(son,  J.  M.  (Tyiieside) 

r.obiniion,  S. 

Robaon,  Sir  William  SnowdoQ 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1749 


Trade 


Bogen,  F.  E.  Newman 
Bow,  Charles  Day 
Bowlsnds,  J. 

S&muel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde)  ) 
Schvann.Sir  C.£.(Manchester) 
8cott,A.H.(Ashton-under-Lyn« 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 

Shactdeton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,S.) 
Saowden,  P. 
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Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lynlph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor.  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant.Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson.  J.  W.H.(Somer8et,E 
Thome,  William 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Verney,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
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Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 
Ward,W.DTidley  (Southampt'n 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson.  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TsLLSBS  roB  THi  Atxs — TSl. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfonr,Rt.Hn.A.J.  (City  Lond. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  O.  Stewart 
CarUle,  £.  Hildred 
Carson,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh.  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cavendish,Bt.Hn. Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 


NOES. 

Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone.E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  Akers- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  Q.  A.  (Bristol  West) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  CoL  H.  B. 
HiUa,  J.  W. 
Keswick,  William 
Lyttelton,  Bt.  Hon.  Alfred 


Nield,  Herbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease.Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Rawlinson,John  Frederick  Peel 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Smith,F.E.  (Liveipool,Walton) 
Thomson,  W.  Mitchell>(Lanark) 

TBLLIBS  rOB  TBI  Noi8 — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood 
and  Viscount  Valentia. 


Mb.  clement  EDWARDS  moved, 
in  line  1,  after  "  union,"  to  insert  "  or 
any  branch  thereof." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
new  clause. 

"  In  line  1,  aft«r  the  word  '  union,'  to  insert 
the  words  '  or  any  branch  thereof.' " — (Mr. 
Clement  Edwarfi*.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sib  E.  CARSON  asked  what  was  the 
effect  of  the  Amendment  ? 

*8iB  JOHN  WALTON  said  many 
branches  were  themselves  unions.  He 
thought  thej  came  within  the  defini- 
tion of  a  union,  but  to  remove  all  doubt  it 
was  thought  desirable  to  insert  the  words 
proposed.  It  they  were  to  protect 
trades  unions  they  should  protect  the 
branches. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  asked  whether 
this  would  include  any  branches  which 
were  not  unions. 

VOL.   CLXII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Mb.  clement  EDWARDS  said  it 
was  intended  to  cover  the  case  of  a  branch 
which  was  a  constituent  part  of  a  union, 
but  which  imder  Section  7  of  the  Act  of 
1871  was  not  a  separate  and  distinct 
union.  If  it  were  a  separate  and  distinct 
union  it  would  come  Within  the  clause  as 
drafted. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  thought  they  Were 
entitled  to  know  what  exactly  the 
Attorney- General  meant.  He  only  ac- 
cepted the  Amendment  because  he 
thought  all  branches  were  unions.  The 
hon.  Member  had  told  them  that  some 
branches  were  not  unions. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  moved  in  line  2, 
after  "  members  "  to  insert "  or  oflScials." 
He  said  the  point  in  these  words  was  a 
very  simple  one.  Representative  actions 
brought  against  mere  members  were 
prohibited  by  the  words  of  the  section, 
but  he  doubted  whether  representative 
actions  brought  against    officers    of    a 
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union  as  such  were  prohibited.  It  was 
to  remove  that  doubt  he  moved  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  CliEMENT  EDWARDS  moved, 
in  line  2,  after  "  all,"  to  insert  "  or  any." 
He  said  these  words  were  consequential 
upon  the  acceptance  of  the  Amendment 
as  to  branches. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
new  clause. 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  all,'  to  insert  the 
words  '  or  any.' "—(Mr.  Clement  Sdwarda.) 

Snt  E.  CARSON  said  the  hon.  Member 
had  not  explained  his  object  in  moving 
this  Amendment.  Did  he  propose  to 
render  members  of  a  trade  union  im- 
mune from  any  acts  they  might  personally 
commit? 

Mr.  clement  EDWARDS:  I  am 
quite  sure  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  law  to  appreciate  the  precise  effect 
of  the  words,  which  are  governed  by 
the  words  "  on  behalf  of  the  union." 

SiE  B.  CARSON:  When  you  bring 
an  action  by  selected  individuals  who 
represent  the  union  they  represent  the 
whole  union.  I  cannot  see  what  meaning 
there  is  in  saying  "  to  represent  any  of  the 
union." 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  Amend- 
ment went  a  great  deal  further 
than  the  hon.  Member  supposed.  The 
effect  of  it  would  be  that  if  an  action 
were  brought  against  one  man  for  some- 
thing he  had  done  and  he  had  done  it  on 
behalf  of  himself  or  two  other  men  the 
action  coidd  not  be  entertained.  The 
whole  object  of  the  clause  was  to  protect 
trade  unions  against  actions  arising 
out  of  unauthorised  or  rash  acts  of 
individual  members  ;  and  the  point  was 
that  the  whole  funds  of  the  union  oiight 
to  be  safeguarded  from  actions  at  law. 
But  this  Amendment  went  much  further 
and  safeguarded  against  actions  being 
brought  not  only  against  the  union,  but 
against  any  member  thereof  on  behalf  of 
himself  or  others. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke, 


Mr.   CLEMBNl  EDWARDS  said  the 

noble  Lord  was  under  a  misapprehension. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  clause  or  in  his 
Amendment  which  would  prohibit  a 
representative  action  against  one  or  more 
individuals  selected  to  represent  a  num- 
ber of  other  individuals  for  the  acts  which 
they  were  supposed  to  have  committed. 
What  was  sought  to  be  prohibited  was 
an  action  against  certain  individuals 
selected  when  it  was  alleged  that  Hut 
acton  was  done  on  behalf  of  the  etmeby. 
It  was  to  prevent  action  against  the 
corpus  of  the  society  or  any  part  of  it 
by  means  of  a  representative  action. 

Sir  JOHN  WALTON  pointed  out 
that  the  wording  proposed  would  make 
the  clause  read  rather  awkwardly,  and 
suggested  that  the  matter  should  be 
allowed  to  stand  over  until  the  Report 
stage. 

Mb.  CLEMENT  EDWARDS  assented- 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  moved,  in  line 
3,  to  leave  out  from  "  union  "  to  "  shall " 
in  line  5.  He  said  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  both  to  simplify  the  clause  by 
getting  rid  of  words  of  limitation  and  also 
to  deal  with  the  point  of  injunctions.  The 
clause  as  it  stood  did  not  stop  an  action 
for  injunction  against  a  union  or  against 
the  trustees.  The  word  tortious  which 
this  Amendment  would  omit  was  a 
word  of  limitation  and  would  not  have 
been  used  except  for  the  purpose  of 
excluding  certain  actions  which  were 
conceivable,  although  they  would  not 
come  under  the  word  tortious  or  tort. 
Did  the  Government  intend  execution 
to  issue  against  trade  union  funds  in  any 
case  ?  The  Government  words  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  be  clear  on  that  point. 
Were  the  Gtovemment  confident  that 
their  words  would  prevent  execution 
issuing  against  the  funds  of  trade 
unions  in  all  cases,  and  if  so  why  was  it 
necessary  to  Umit  the  clause  by  the 
word  tortious  I  He  should  have  thought 
it  would  be  far  simpler  to  exempt  the 
fimds  altogether  and  absolutely. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
new  clause — 

"  In  tine  3,  to  leare  out  the  words  from  the 
word  '  anion '  to  the  word  '  (hall '  in  line  6." — 

{Sir  CharUt  DUke.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  down  to 
'  tortious '  in  line  4,  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

♦Sib  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  first 
point  to  be  whether  it  was  intended 
by  this  clause  to  leave  trade  unions 
open  to  be  sued  in  actions  of  contract. 

•Sa  CHARLES  DILKB :  I  put  it 
generally. 

*Sia  JOHN  WALTON  said  ha  did  not 

know  any  action  which,  if  this  clause 
became  law,  could  be  brought  against 
trade  unions  as  such.  He  could  not 
understand  how  an  action  for  breach 
of  contract  could  be  brought  against 
a  trade  union  as  such  under  Clause 
9  of  the  Act  of  1871.  It  would  have 
to  be  against  the  trustees  of  the 
union  in  whom  the  funds  were  vested. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  a  tortious 
act,  he  gathered  the  effect  of  the  clause 
would  certainly  be  to  exempt  the  funds 
from  any  liability  for  execution  of  any 
sort  in  such  an  action ;  because  it  said  no 
such  action  could  be  brought  and  there- 
fore no  judgment  could  follow.  With 
regard  to  injunctions,  the  object,  of  the 
clause  was  to  safeguard  the  funds  of  the 
union  and  in  an  action  for  an  injunction 
there  was  no  attempt  to  claim  damages 
from  the  funds  of  the  union.  Such  an 
action  was  brought  to  restrain  the 
commission  of  an  act.  He  would  think 
it  unwise  to  take  any  action  in  the  nature 
of  an  injunction  in  such  a  case,  because 
an  injunction,  to  be  efiectual,  must  be 
in  the  nature  of  an  action  against  an 
individual.  He  did  not  think  an  applica- 
tion for  an  injunction  could  be  made 
effective  ;  it  could  only  be  effective  if 
against  an  individual. 

Mr.  J.  WARD  said  that  as  far  as  he 
could  discover  there  was  only  a  limitation 
in  regard  to  the  recovery  of  damages 
against  a  trade  union,  but  he  thought 
that  there  were    many  actions  against 


those  bodies  which  were  not  for  the 
recovery  of  damages.  Consequently 
he  thought  the  Attomey-Qeneral  would 
see  that  if  he  wished  to  make  the 
funds  of  trade  unions  absolutely  im- 
mune from  litigation  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  the  words,  "  for  the  recovery  of 
damages,"  which,  having  regard  to  the 
admissions  of  the  Attorney-Greneral,  seem 
to  him  to  be  dangerous  and  sinister.  The 
Attorney-Greneral  had  explained  that  an 
injunction  would  be  applied  for  and 
obtained  against  individuals,  but  said  that 
the  Court  might  as  a  matter  of  form 
name  the  union  with  those  individuals. 
If  after  all  this  discussion  and  full  reflec- 
tion that  represented  the  state  of  affairs, 
it  was  a  very  serious  matter  indeed 
for  the  trade  unions,  and  he  would  advise 
that  these  words  "  for  the  recovery  of 
damages "  should  be  left  out  of  the 
clause.  He  could  imagine  actions  to 
obtain  an  injunction  in  which  costs 
would  be  piled  up  and  as  the  trade 
unions  would  have  to  indeomify  the 
trustees  for  the  costs  of  the  defence, 
they  would  be  just  as  much  endangered 
under  these  conditions  as  thev  were 
at  the  present  time. 

Mb.  cave  (Surrey,  Kingston)  said 
this  was  a  very  important  Amendment, 
and  he  thought  the  Committee  ought 
to  understand  what  it  meant.  It  meant 
that  the  trade  unions  oould  not  be 
sued  for  damages  for  fraud  or  wrong 
or  violence  of  any  kind.  The  Amend- 
ment proposed  that  a  trade  union  could 
not  be  sued  for  breach  of  contract.  He 
could  see  no  reason  why  a  contract  should 
not  be  entered  into  by  a  union  through 
its  agent,  but  under  this  provision,  if 
a  union  entered  into  a  contract  with 
anybody  and  broke  it,  the  other  party 
to  the  contract  would  have  no  remedy 
against  the  union.  The  Amendment 
went  a  step  further.  If  a  union, 
through  its  agents,  threatened  an 
act  of  trespass  or  violence  or  other 
wrong,  no  Cotirt  was  allowed  to  grant 
an  injunction  to  prevent  that  wrong 
being  committed.  The  result  of  the 
Amendment  would  be  to  free  a  union 
from  all  the  consequences  of  a  wrong 
or  breach  of  contract,  and  from  the 
possibility  of  being  restrained  if  they 
had  committed,  or  contemplated  com- 
mitting, a  wrong.    Personally,  he  agreed 
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with  much  that  had  been  said  about 
the  good  work  that  unions  had  done, 
but  it  was  wholly  impossible  for  him, 
or  any  one  who  thought  with  him,  to 
agree  to  the  present  proposition.  It 
was  an  innovation  in  our  laws  and  a 
grave  injustice,  not  only  to  employers, 
but  to  all  persons  who  had  deidings 
with  unions  or  sufEered  from  wrong 
committed  by  them,  and  he  could  not 
conceive  that  this  Committee  would 
agree  to  extend  the  clause  in  such  a 
manner  as  was  now  proposed. 

Me.  clement  EDWAEDS  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  convenient  to 
the  House  if  they  disposed  of  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  recovery  of  damages, 
which  raised  the  question  of  injunction, 
before  they  came  to  the  question  of 
dealing  with  tortious  acts.  The  Amend- 
ment in  his  name  had  simply  to  do  with 
the  recovery  of  damages. 

The  chairman  said  he  "had  put 
the  Question  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  if 
something  else  was  wanted  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 


.  Mb.  ATHERLET-J0NE8  said  that 
what  his  right  hon.  friend  wished  to  ascer- 
tain, and  as  to  which  they  had  not  yet 
had  a  sufficient  and  satisfactory  answer, 
was  this  :  Supposing  a  trade  union 
committed  by  its  agents  a  v^rongful  act, 
such  as  paying  money  in  support  of  a 
strike,  or  for  picketing,  or  taking  steps 
to  induce  men  not  to  enter  into  the 
service  of  an  employer,  would  it  be 
possible  for  the  employer  to  apply  to  the 
Court  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
union  from  paying  strike  pay  or  for 
picketing  or  taking  other  similar  aotion  ? 
Upon  that  they  had  no  assurance  from 
the  Attorney-General.  He  thought  he 
need  hardly  point  out  that  the  conse- 
quences of  an  injunction  of  that  char- 
acter might  be  far  more  disastrous  to  a 
trade  imion  and  its  policy  than  an 
action  to  recover  damages.  With  regard 
to  the  stopping  of  strike  pay  he  thought 
hon.  Members  would  agree  with  hiim 
that  it  would  probably  be  a  somewhat 
difficult  operation.  Undoubtedly  in 
several  actions  which  had  been  brought 
Mr.  Cave, 


against  trade  unions  one  of  the  claima 
had  been  for  an  injunction  to  restrain 
the  payment  of  strike  pay.  In  a  recent 
case  in  which  he  was  concerned  the  Court 
indicated  that  it  would  be  very  difficult, 
although  under  certain  circumstances  it 
might  be  possible,  to  issue  an  injunotioa 
to  restrain  strike  pay.  But  no  deciaon  . 
had  ever  been  given  restraining  die 
payment  of  strike  pay.  It  would  pro- 
bably be  desirable  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  should  not  press  this  Amendment. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  leave  the 
matter  until  the  Report  stage  to  enabl» 
the  Attorney- General  to  see  whether  any 
change  could  be  made. 

Mr.  CLEMENT  EDWARDS  6a.id  he  was 
not  quite  certain  what  course  was  going  tO' 
be  adopted,  but  as  .his  proposal  on  the 
Paper  was  also  involved  in  this  Amend- 
ment he  would  like  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee for  a  few  minutes.  There  had  been 
a  genuine  attempt  made  to  meet  tiie 
demand  made  by  organised  labour,  but 
by  putting  in  this  qualification  and 
limitation  the  Attorney-General  was  fall- 
ing a  long  way  short  of  what  it  was  under- 
stood the  Government  were  pledged  to  do. 
They  understood  the  Government  to  b» 
pledged  to  place  the  unions  in  the  position 
which  they  were  understood  to  occupy 
prior  to  the  decision  in  the  TafE  Vale 
case,  and  he  respectfully  suggested  to  the 
Attorney-General  in  this  connection  that 
he  had  entirely  missed  the  point  for 
which  they  had  been  contending.  The 
whole  question  was  whether  a  union, 
as  such  was  or  was  not  a  suable  entity. 
Up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Justice  Farwell's 
decision  a  trade  imion  was  in  precisely 
the  position  of  any  voluntary  association 
that  they  could  neither  proceed  by  in- 
junction nor  bring  an  action  for  the 
recovery  of  damages.  They  were  now 
altering  so  much  of  the  Tafi  Vale  decision 
as  related  to  the  recovery  of  damages 
and  putting  into  the  hands  of  employers- 
a  weapon  which,  when  fully  utilised, 
would  be  found  to  be  ten  times  more 
dangerous  to  the  trade  unions  of  this 
country  than  any  action  for  the  recovery 
of  damages  could  be.  It  had  not  been 
suggested  that  an  action  for  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  trustees  of  a  union  at  the 
instance  of  that  union  should  be  pro- 
hibited. That  came  within  the  ordinary 
rule  of  breach  ;of  trust,  and  could  be 
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lestrained  in  the  ordinary  way.  No 
one  suggested  that  they  should  prohibit 
an  injunction  against  individuak,  whether 
Aey  were  secretaries  of  trade  unions  or 
pickets,  or  whatever  they  were,  who 
committed  wrongful  acts.  What  trade 
unionists  did  urge  was  that  all  actions 
against  the  corpus  of  trade  unions  as  such 
should  be  prohibited.  An  injunction 
might  be  issued  against  the  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Railway  Servants  for  certain 
acts  in  South  Wales.  It  issued  against 
the  organisation,  which  had  ramifications 
throu^out  the  United  Kingdom.  By 
the  terms  of  the  injunction,  every 
branch,  and  the  officials  of  every 
branch,  of  a  society  would  be 
lesttained  from  doing  cei;tain  acts  of 
which  those  persons  might  not  have  the 
slightest  knowledge,  and  then  when  it 
was  found  that  they  had  committed 
breaches  of  the  injunction  the  union 
would  be  in  the  position  of  having 
committed  a  contempt  of  Court.  He 
respectfully  suggested  to  the  learned 
Attorney-General  that  everything  he 
wanted  to  do  was  done  by  leaving  the 

injunction  against  individuals  who  were 

wrong  doers,    and   that  he  should   not 

make  the  Bill  provide  for  the  injunction 

to  issue  at  large  against  trade  imions. 

He    need     not    weary    the   Committee 

by   going    into    particulars,    but  there 

were  conceivable  circumstances  —  cases 

had    come     under     his     own     notice 

— where   an    employer    would    get    an 

injunction  at  the  very  threshold    of  a 

strike   by   aUeging   all   sorts   of   things 

against    the    society.     The    injimction 

would  prohibit  the  society  from  paying 

strike  pay  as  being  a  means  of  inducing 

and  procuring  an  unlawful  act.    In  that 

way  at  the  very  threshold  a  strike  might 

be   crushed.     He    hoped    that    for    the 

sake  of  the  reputation  of  the  Liberal  Party, 

and  iat  the  sake  of  this  Liberal  Govern- 
ment, the  Amendment  would  be  accepted  , 

in  so  far  as  it  allowed  the  prohibition  of  j  any  remedy 

actions  for  injunctions  against  societies. 

If  that  was  not  done  now  there  would  be 

Action  after  action   in   the  law  Courts 

showing  how  disastrous  the  rejection  of 

this  Amendment  had  been,  and  when  the 
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have  the  working  classes  doing  with  the 
Liberals  of  that  time  as  they- had  done 
with  the  Tories. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  assumed,  as  no 
answer  had  been  made  to  the  speech 
just  delivered,  that  the  Gbvemment  ad- 
hered to  their  clause.  Was  that  correct  ? 
The  Government  should  inform  the 
Committee  what  decision  they  were  going 
to  take  on  this  very  important  point. 
Was  it  going  to  be  another  surrender  ? 
If  it  was  he  trusted  that  hon.  Members 
would  now  once  and  for  all  make  up 
their  minds  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
decisions  the  Government  had  given, 
and  the  pretensions  they  had  made  in 
regard  to  this  subject.  They  had  said, 
and  though  they  (the  Opposition)  voted 
against  it  they  understood  it  perfectly 
well,  that  they  wished  to  ^.  keep  the 
funds  of  the  trade  imions  immune  in 
respect  of  the  unauthorised  acts  of 
agents  over  whom  the  unions  had  not 
sufficient  control.  'The  Government  did 
not  wish  to  sanction  illegality  but  only 
to  preserve  the  union  funds.  But  if 
this  Amendment  was  accepted  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  any  member  of  a 
union  not  merely  to  commit  violence  and 
fraud,  or  to  conspire  to  do  violence  or  to 
defraud,  but  to  continue  to  do  so  notwith 
standing  that  everybody  knew  what  he 
was  doing.  The  Courts  would  be  power- 
less to  restrain  him.  He  would  earnestly 
appeal  to  the  Labour  Members  as  to 
whether  they  wished  at  the  very  outset 
of  their  power  in  this  Parliament  to 
actually  authorise  the  doing  of  per- 
petual wrong,  because,  if  this  Amend- 
ment was  passed,  actions  which  were 
against  every  right  principle,  actions 
which  every  person  of  right  feeling 
would  condemn,  might  be  continued 
and  persisted  in  month  after  month 
and  year  after  year.  And  His  Majesty's 
Courts  would  be  powerless  to  enforce 

Mb.    ATHERLEY-JONES  :    Against 
the  union. 


Mb.  LYTTELTON:    Or  against  in- 
dividuals.   ["No."]    The  words  of  the 


General  Election  took  place,  perhaps  five   clause  were — 
years  hence,  it  would  be  in  the  mouth  of        "An  action  against  a  trade  nnlon  whether 
the  working  classes  to  show  how  they  ,  of -5l^---^;^tT'o?\hr^^^^^^^^ 
trusted  the  Liberals,   and   they   would  ,  other  members  of  the  trade  union  "— 
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He  submitted  that  if  the  words  which 
followed — 

"  For  the  recovery  of  damages  in  respect  of 
any  tortious  act  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  or  on  behalf  of  the  trade  union" 

were  left  oat,  all  injnnctioiis  whether 
against  a  trade  union  or  against  its 
members  would  cease  ["  No."],  and  the 
consequence  might  be  that  actions  of  the 
nature  which  he  had  described  might  be 
persisted  in  for  years. 

♦Mr.  RUFUS  ISAACS  thought  there 
was  some  misconception  in  regard 
to  the  matter  they  were  discussing. 
Might  he  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  that  this  clause  did 
not  give  any  immunity  to  any  individual  ? 
The  words  he  had  read — 

"  Or  against  any  members  thereof  on  bebalf 
of  themselves  and  all  other  members  of  the 
trade  union  " — 

were  merely  inserted  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  rid  of  the  representative 
character  of  the  action,  and  were  not 
intended  to  give,  and  did  not  give,  any 
immunity  to  any  individual  for  any 
unlawful  act  he  might  commit.  The 
main  purpose  of  the  clause  was  to 
grant  immunity  to  the  union  funds  in 
respect  of  actions  which  might  be  brought 
against  the  union  for  damages  for  any 
tortious  act  conunitted  by  them.  He 
understood  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Committee,  as  expressed  in  thtf  divisions 
that  had  taken  place,  that  no  such  action 
should  be  brought.  But  he  did  not  think 
the  Committee,  so  far,  had  expressed  any 
intention  to  grant  immunity  to  a  trade 
union  in  respect  of  any  unlawful  act  it 
committed,  apart  from  the  recovery 
of  damages  from  the  funds  of  the 
union.  Speaking  for  himself  he  hoped 
that  the  Grovernment  would  not  accept 
the  Amendment,  because  it  seemed 
to  him  that  if  they  did,  the  result  would 
be  that  the  trade  unions  would  be  able 
to  commit  unlawful  acts  if  they  were  so 
minded,  and  no  Court  would  be  able  to 
restrain  them,  although  they  might 
have  expressed  their  intention  of  com- 
mitting such  acts,  and  mean  to 
carry  this  intention  it  to  effect.  He  did 
not  for  a  moment  believe  that  the 
representatives  _  of  the  trade  unions 
claimed  any  such  immunity.  For 
example,  suppose  a  union  avowed 
Mr.  Lyttelton. 


its  intention  of  intimidating  penoas, 
was  not  tiie  Court  then  entitled  to 
say  that  it  would  restrain  that?  Was 
there  anyone  who  would  complain  of 
the  trade  union  being  asked  not  to  do 
such  things?  But  idiat  was  more  im- 
portant was  that  it  seemed  to  him 
that  in  the  disoussion  they  were  leaving 
out  of  consideration  entirely  the 
first  three  clauses  of  the  BilL 
He  would  ask  those  interested  in 
trade  unions  to  remember  that  thoee 
acts  which  the  anions  were  desirous 
of  being  able  to  commit,  and  in  reject 
of  which  they  were  seeking  to  be  free 
from  the  control  of  the  law,  were  already 
dealt  with  in  the  first  three  clauses. 
The  great  evil  which  the  anionB  had 
suffered  from  was  the  extension  of  the 
doctrine  of  conspiracy  to  acts  in  which 
the  unions  had  been  held  to  have  taken 
a  part.  But  they  had  already  got  rid 
of  that  by  Clause  1.  The  acts  specified 
in  that  clause  would  be  no  longer  un- 
lawful, so  they  did  not  require  the  protec- 
tion that  a  trade  union  should  not  be 
restrained  by  injunction  from  doing 
any  of  those  acts.  The  same  tiling 
applied  to  Clause  2,  so  long  as  picketing 
was  done  peaceably  and  reasonably 
no  unlawful  act  was  committed.  But  sup- 
posing a  union  desired  to  go  outside  that 
clause  and  to  do  something  unlawful  ? 
Why  should  the  Court  not  be  allowed  to 
restrain  it  ?  Again,  the  same  observa- 
tions wotdd  apply  to  Clause  3.  Some- 
thing had  been  said  in  reference  to  a 
trade  union  being  restrained  from  grant- 
ing strike  pay.  He  did  not  know  of  any 
action  in  which  an  injunction  had  been 
granted  to  restrain  a  union  from  granting 
strike  pay,  except  the  Denaby  case. 
!  That  was  a  totally  different  case  from  the 
cases  they  were  now  dealing  with.  It 
was  a  case  in  which  one  member  of  a 
union  sought  to  restrain  other  members 
from  applying  the  funds  of  the  union  in 
a  manner  not  sanctioned  by  the  trosts 
of  the  union ;  in  other  words,  he  sought 
to  restrain  the  union  from  committing  a 
breach  of  trust.  All  that  was  decided 
there  was  that  one  member  of  a  union 
could  restrain  the  union  from  so  using 
the  funds  as  to  commit  a  breach  of  trust. 
That  was  quite  a  different  point  from  that 
they  were  now  dealing  with.  No  em- 
ployer could  bring  such  an  action.  "  In 
the  Denaby  case  the  employers  had  to 
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seek  out  a  man  who  was  a  mmnber  of  the 
miuon,and  they  had  to  pay  him  the  rather 
high  wage  of  £4  a  week  to  keep  him  during 
the  period  they  were  seelong  this  in- 
junction for  the  use  of  hjs  name. 
That  showed  quite  plainly  that  so 
iai  as  they  were  oonoemed  the 
only  way  in  which  in  their  view 
they  oonid  restrain  the  union  was  by 
getting  a  member  to  raise  the  question  of 
breach  of  trust  as  between  one  member 
and  other  members.  In  his  opinion  no 
Court  would  ever  restrain  a  union  from 
granting  strike  pay,  unless  the  granting 
of  such  pay  was  against  the  union's  own 
rules.  In  order  to  meet  the  exigencies 
which  had  been  referred  to  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  there  was  no  necessity  to 
have  this  provision.  The  only  effect  of 
the  Amendment  would  be  to  grant  that 
which  no  member  would  get  up  and  say 
he  desired  :  an  immunity  bom.  any  action 
of  the  Courts  restraining  trade  unions 
from  committing  acts  which  were  ad- 
mittedly unlawful  acts. 

Mr.  SHACELETON  said  the  Labour 

Members  could  not  go  into  the 
point  as  to  whether  the  law  at  present 
said  this  or  whether  the  Bill  would  bring 
about  the  other.  That  was  a  matter  for 
their  legal  friends,  and  while  it  was  beirg 
argued  they  sat  there  rather  be- 
wildered. But  they  could  say  in  honest 
English  what  it  was  they  wanted.  As  to 
the  question  of  strike  pay  he  quite  ac- 
cepted the  position  that  the  only  person 
who  could  stop  strike  pay  was  a  member 
of  the  union,  and  that  if  he  could  stop  it, 
it  was  because  it  was  a  breach  of  the  rules 
if  the  union,  not  because  it  was  a  breach 
of  law.  He  took  it  that  after  the  Denaby 
case,  the  second  case,  actions  by  em- 
ployers to  restrain  the  granting  of  strike 
pay  were  stopped. 


Mr.  J.  WARD: 
member. 


Except  through  a 


Mr.  SHACKLETON  :  Except  through 
a  member.  If  the  unions  were  open  to 
that  attack  to-day  imder  the  present  law 
and  under  this  Bill  they  would  have  to 
meet  Jit  in  their  own  way.  Of  course, 
they  could  not  say  that  a  member  of  a 
union  had  not  the  right  to  see  that  the 
rules  for  the  protection  of  the  funds 
were  enforced.    In  regard  to  this  clause 


covedng  the  question  of  damages,  they 
certainly  did  want  to  nuJce  it  certain 
that  their  funds  should  not  be  liable. 
They  were  of  opinion  that  the  clause  as  it 
stood  would  ralieve  their  funds  from  any 
liability  to  damages.  It  had  not  been 
shown  to  his  satisfaction  that  there  was 
any  danger  to  their  funds  in  the  clause. 
As  to  the  point  whether  a  union  should  be 
liable  to  an  injunction  he  was  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  thus  far,  that  he  was 
anxious  that  the  union  as  such  should  be 
exempt.  But  he  was  also  with  the 
Member  for  Reading.  The  members  of  a 
committee  who  persistently  instructed 
men  to  do  wrongful  acts  ought  to  have  an 
injunction  granted  against  them  as 
individuals. 

Mr.  J.  WARD :    Not  as  men  < 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  said  he  wanted 
to  deal  fairly  with  this  matter.  He  felt 
a  certain  amount  of  responsibility  and 
he  wanted  to  state  a  fair  case  to 
the  public.  In  his  own  case  as  a 
secretary  if  his  committee  persistently 
said  a  wrongful  act  should  be  done,  he 
could  not  accept  the  position  that  no- 
body could  come  and  say,  "  You  must 
stop  it."  But  he  did  say  the  union  as 
such — ^the  members  of  the  union —  should 
not  be  liable  for  anything  that  arose 
from  it.  The  individuals  responsible 
for  carrying  on  a  dispute  should  not  be 
aUowed  to  do  illegal  acts ;  and  if  they  did 
those  illegal  acts  some  Court  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  say,  "  It  is  time  you  stopped 
this."  In  the  event  of  an  injunction 
being  granted  he  wanted  it  to  be  secured 
that  the  members  out  on  strike  should 
not  lose  their  strike  pay.  The  Attorney- 
General  had  assured  them  the  clause  would 
not  have  that  effect.  He  suggested  that  the 
matter  should  be  not  settled  to-night.  It 
was  a  very  important  matter  and  some  of 
his  hon.  friends  sitting  near  him  differed 
from  him  on  the  matter,  and  if  it  was 
possible  so  to  arrange  the  clause  that  the 
points  enumerated  were  safely  secured 
he  was  willing  to  support  it.  It  would 
be  unwise  to  force  these  particular  words 
in  or  out  just  now,  and  if  the  Attomey- 
Gereral  could  manage  to  leave  the 
matter  over  until  the  Report  stage  they 
could  consider  the  question  in  the  mean- 
time and  have  words  put  in  which  would 
secure  the  \mion  funds  so  that  strike  pay 
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was  not  stopped  as  the  result  of  an  in- 
junction. Then  he  thought  they  would 
all  agree  on  the  matter. 

*Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  should 
be  quite  content  to  allow  these  words 
to  be  left  over  with  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  they  could  raise  the 
questor  of  injunction  again  on  Beport, 
and  with  a  view  to  allowing  the 
Government  to  look  into  the  matter. 
He  confessed  he  had  not  felt  satisfied 
in  the  debate  that  the  questions  he 
asked  had  been  really  answered  satis- 
factorily. The  main  question  he  asked 
was  whether  actions  for  injunctions 
could  still  be  brought  against  unions. 
He  understood  the  answer  was  yes. 
The  other  question  was,  "  Is  there  any 
other  action  except  an  actior  of  tort  ?  " 
He  would  like  a  clear  answer  to  that. 
With  regard  to  injunctions  he  felt  the 
private  nuisance  under  the  picketing 
clause  was  a  matter  which  was  likely  to 
be  raised  and  dealt  with  by  m]urction 
as  it  had  been  dealt  with  by  mjimction  in 
the  United  States.  It  was  a  p  )int  which 
the  Government  ought  to  meet  if  they 
could. 


Ub.  ASQUITH  said  he  had  listened 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
CUtheroe  and  there  was  not  a  word  in  it 
with  which  he  did  not  agree,  ffis  beUef 
was  that  the  clause  as  it  stood  carried  out 
every  one  of  the  objects  which  his  right 
hon.  friend  rightly  desired ;  but  he  was 
quite  ready  to  give  the  assurance  that  the 
Government  would  give  it  further  con- 
sideration before  the  Report  stage,  and  if 
they  found  any  modification  or  addition 
was  needed  they  would  bring  up  words. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  also  agreed 
with  the  spirit  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Clitheroe. 
He  thought  the  hon.  Member  saw  as 
clearly  as  any  Member  of  the  Committee 
that  it  would  be  grossly  improper  for  the 
House  to  allow  any  body  of  men  to  go  on 
committing  a  wrong  and  deprive  the 
Courts  •  of  the  country  of  the  power  of 
preventing  that  wrong  being  committed. 
The  only  caveat  he  put  in  was  this — 
and  he  put  it  in  entirely  in  the  spirit  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 

Mr.  Shackleton. 


for  Clitheroe.  He  agreed  with  the  learned 
Gtentleman  the  Member  for  Reading  in 
this  :  a  committee  of  a  trade  union  when 
endeavouring  to  do  a  wrong  ought  to  be 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Court  by 
which  that  wrongful  act  could  be  put  an 
end  to.  But  the  Member  for  CUtheroe 
seemed  to  think  that  rule  ought  not  to  be 
extended  to  the  union.  If  the  union  had 
no  control  then  he  quite  agreed  it  was  the , 
actual  responsible  body  that  ought  to  be 
got  at.  There  might  be  cases  where 
the  trade  union  was  the  really  re- 
sponsible body,  and  if  one  committee 
was  dealt  with  by  a  Court  of  law  another 
committee  should  be  so  dealt  with.  The 
principle  laid  down  by  the  Member  for 
Clitheroe  ought  to  be  accepted,  but  his 
interpretation  ought  not  to  be  accepted 
without  consideration.  With  his  state- 
ment that  the  persons  responsible  should 
be  made  subject  to  the  action  of  the 
Court  he  personally  should  b$  content ; 
and  he  was  quite  sure  the  object  which  the 
Member  for  Clitheroe  and  he  had  in 
common  would  be  fully  attained  if  they 
confined  themselves  to  the  narrow  limits 
of  the  formula  which  the  Member  for 
Clitheroe  had  himself  suggested.  Sub- 
ject to  that  he  believed  the  course  he  had 
proposed  that  they  should  put  off  the 
final  decision  of  the  point  was  well 
advised.  He  thought  they  were  ap- 
proaching an  hour  at  which  the  Com- 
mittee should  report  progress.  It  was  a 
complicated  problem  they  had  to  deal  with, 
and  the  general  comfort,  convenience, 
and  efficiency  of  the  House  ought  to  be 
considered.  He  could  not  help  urging 
the  Government  and  all  interested  in  the 
measure  to  consider  whether  the  course  he 
suggested  should  not  be  followed.  Every- 
body must  feel  that  the  speaking  had 
been  fairly  divided  between  the  two  sides 
of  the  House  and  there  had  been  nothing, 
in  the  nature  of  undue  delay.  Very  com- 
plicated questions  had  been  got  over  at 
least  as  quickly  as  they  ought  to  have 
been  got  over  ;  and  the  House  was  much 
less  fit  now  after  sitting  twelve  hours  to 
deal  with  these  questions  than  it  would 
be  in  happier  circumstances. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  leave  their  work  unfinished. 
There  were  Amendments  still  on  the 
Paper  in  the  names  of  hon.   Members  on 
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both  sides  of  the  House ;  but  they  were 
of  such  a  nature  as  could  be  reasonably 
and  easily  dispo3<^d  of. 

]  Mb.  KEIR  HARDIE  asked  ivhether 
the  Government  had  any  suggestion  to 
make  as  to  the  amount  of  time  to  be 
devoted  to  the  Report  stage  1  If  there 
vras  an  understancUng  that  a  reasonable 
amount  of  time  would  be  given  on  the 
Report  stage  the  discussion  to-night 
might  be  curtailed. 

Me.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  not  the  least 
hesitation  in  giving  that  assurance. 
Adequate  time  will  be  given. 

•Mr.  brace  said  he  did  not  quite 
appreciate  the  statement  made  by  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Clitheroe. 
Before  committing  himself  he  must  see 
the  undertaking  in  print,  and  therefore 
the  Member  for  Clitheroe  did  not  state 
the  case  for  Labour  Members  like  himself 
who  at  preseot  did  not  feel  they  could 
say  they  were  satisfied  with  the  cbuse. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILEE  said  he  did  not 
understand  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Clitheroe  had  given  any  undertaking.  He 
thought  they  would  not  do  any  good  by 
discussing  the  matter  further  at  the 
present  time,  and  he  appealed  to  his 
hon.  friends  to  let  it  stand  over  in  the 
way  suggested.  He  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

LoBD  R.  CECIL  moved  to  report 
progress.  The  Committee  had  been 
sitting  for  close  upon  tvrelve  hours, 
and  apart  from  any  question  of  getting 
the  Bill  through,  they  had  sat  long 
enough  for  a  reasonable  discussion  of  the 
Bin.  This  was  a  Bill  of  considerable 
difficulty.  It  raised  questions  of  con- 
siderable interest  requiring  very  close 
attention.  Further  there  was  a  dis- 
tinct Parliamentary  pledge  given  that 
the  Committee  should  not  sit  later  than 
eleven  o'clock  that  night.  If  that  pledge 
was  disregarded  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Opposition  to  pay  the  slightest 
attention  to  any  pledge  given  by  the 
(Jovemment  in  the  future.  They  had  a 
debate  on  the  Guillotine  Resolution  of  the 
Education  BiU  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 


Exchequer  said  in  so  many  words  that 
the  only  business  to  be  taken  before 
August  4,  except  the  Education  Bill,  was 
Supply,  one  day  for  the  Grantham  im- 
peachjinent,  and  one  day  for  the  Trade 
Disputes  BilL  By  any  construction  of 
his  irords  that  «ra8  all  the  Government 
asked  them  to  do.  It  nas  in  the  faith  of 
that  pledge  that  the  House  passed  the 
GuiDotine  Resolution.  Then  they  came 
to  the  motion  for  the  time  of  the  House, 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  on  the 
30th  July.  In  making  his  proposal  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  a  list  of  the 
Bills  which  he  desired  to  be  taken,  and 
among  them  this  Bill.  Thereupon  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  pointed  out  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  taking  this  Bill  in  this 
session.  He  said  it  was  a  Bill  of  a  very 
controversial  character,  and  that  it  was 
ridiculous  to  ask  the  House  to  take  a  Bill 
of  that  kind  after  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 
That  was  the  whole  burden  of  what 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  said.  He 
said  it  over  and  over  again.  He 
pointed  out  that  it  was  in  deference 
largely  to  the  views  of  the  Labour  Mem- 
bers that  the  hour  of  eleven  o'clock  was 
fixed  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
and  that  it  was  utterly  unreasonable 
to  ask  the  House  to  take  a  Labour  Bill 
after  eleven  o'clock  at  the  fag-end  of  the 
session.  What  was  the  answer  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  that  ?  It  was  not 
reported  very  fully,  and  the  answer  was 
not  correct.    He  was  present. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  You  are  wasting 
time. 

LoED  R.  CECIL  said  he  would 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  ordinary 
courtesy  of  debate.  The  Prime  Minister 
said — 

"  They  did  not  propose  to  taVe  more  than 
the  Committee  ata^e  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Bill 
at  present,  and  their  intention  was  to  take  that 
Bin  between  five  and  eleven  o'clock  on  a 
Friday." 

And  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  went  on 
to  say  that  he  would  not  ask  the  House 
to  sit  later  than  eleven  o'clock.  The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  put  the 
question  to  him  again,  and  the  Prime 
Minister  said  he  did  not  propose  to 
ask  the  Committee  to  stay  later  than 
eleven  i#o'cock.  viJThat  was  perfectly 
clear   and   distinct.      But    it    was    not 
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only  his  impression,  it  was  tlie  im- 
pression of  the  Patronage  Secretary. 
Only  the  other  day  the  hon.  Uember  for 
Clitilieroe  asked  the  Patrcmage  Secretary 
when  they  proposed  to  take  this  Bill 
again,  and  he  said  this — 

"  It  is  rather  difficult  to  say.*  Of  conrse,  the 
UoTemment  are  very  anxious  that  the  Com- 
mittee stage  shall  be  taken  l^fore  the  holidays. 
I  shall  put  it  down  at  twelve  o'clock  as  the 
first  Order  next  Friday,  and  we  will  take  it  up 
to  eleven  o'clock." 

And  he  said — 

'*  We  cannot  take  it  beyond  eleven  o'clock, 
liecanse  the  Prime  Minister  has  given  a  pledge 
that  we  should  not." 

Mr.  GEOBGE  WHITELET  :  I  was 
very  particular  about  what  I  said.  Will 
the  noble  Lord  read  on  ? 

Lord  R.  CECIL  :— 

"  If  we  cannot  finish  it  before  eleven  o'clock 
we  shall  have  a  good  many  hours  on  the 
Satnrdav,  and  we  will  put  it  down  for  that 
day.  If  we  cannot  get  it  on  Saturday  it  will 
have  to  go  over  to  the  Autumn." 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELET:  Some 
objection  was  made  to  what  I  was 
remarking,  and  I  said  I  was  not  quite  sure 
whether  the  Prime  Minister'"  pledge 
debarred  us  from  going  beyond  eleven 
o'clock,  but  I  looked  into  the  matter, 
and  found  that  the  pledge  did  not  debar 
us  from  going  on. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  was  quite  con- 
tent with  that  statement  of  the  Patronage 
Secretary,  because  it  showed  that  his 
impression  was  the  same  as  he  believed 
the  impression  of  everybody  else,  namely, 
that  the  Prime  Minister's  pledge  did 
debar  them  from  going  on,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  pledge  that  he  had 
read  to  the  House  was  perfectly  distinct — 
that  they  should  not  go  beyond  eleven 
o'clock.  Of  course,  it  was  perfectly  open 
to  the  Party  opposite  to  disregard  that 
pledge.  They  were  in  a  majority 
and  they  could  do  it.  Let  it  be 
perfectly  clear,  however,  that  it  was 
the  deliberate  disregarding  of  a  solemn 
Parliamentary  pledge.  He  put  it 
as  high  as  that,  and  he  was  perfectly 
confident  of  it  himself,  for  he  heard  the 
pledge  given  and  he  had  no  doubt  of 
it.  He  was  going  to  make  a  speech  on 
that  occasion,  as  a  matter  of  lact,  but 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  the  hon.  Members 

Lord  R.  Cecil. 


sitting  on  the  front  Opposition  Bench 
not  to  say  anything  because  it  was 
thought  that  the  Prime  Minister's  pledge 
was  satisfactory,  and  it  was  not  neceasaiy 
to  press  the  matter  any  further.  No 
case  could  possibly  be  stronger  from 
a  Parliamentary  point  of  view,  and  if 
they  disregarded  it  they  would  gain  a 
temporary  victory  to-night,  but  they 
would  find  that  the  conduct  of  their  busi- 
ness would  not  be  so  smooth  in  future. 
If  they  broke  this  pledge,  it  would  be  the 
cowardly  act  of  a  great  majority  lyian- 
nising  over  a  small  minority.  He  said 
that  deliberately  because  he  believed 
it,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  every 
right  hon.  Member  on  the  Treasxiry  Bench 
believed  it  too.  He  said  that  such  con- 
duct as  that  was  utterly  discreditable 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  would 
be  utterly  discreditable  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress ; 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." 

Sir    H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

said  he  would  pass  over  the  compliments 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  the  feeluiga  and 
intentions  and  rules  of  conduct  which  he 
was  good  enough  to  attribute  to  the 
Government.  He  thought  when  he  had 
been  longer  in  the  House  he  would  be  a 
little  less  dogmatic  in  imputing  evil 
intentions  to  other  people.  What  he  said 
on  the  13th  July  was  what  the  noble 
Lord  had  read  out,  that  it  was  intended 
to  take  this  Bill  on  a  Friday  between 
five  and  eleven  o'clock.  That  was  last 
Friday.  It  was  taken  between  five  and 
eleven  o'clock,  and  that  was  what  they 
thought  would  be  required  for  it.  Then 
he  (Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman)  went 
on  to  say — 

"  In  that  way,  there  will  be  time  for  the 
discussion  of  the  really  one  point  in  the  Bill 
which  excites  strong  feeling." 

That  was  their  intention  and  idea.  But 
it  turned  out  that  the  noble  Lord  and 
others  had  a  great  deal  to  say  upon  the 
Bill,  and  they  had  had  to  have  another 
Fridaj,  and  that  Friday  was  not  the 
subject  of  any  announcement  on  the  part 
of  the  Government.  The  Government, 
never  had  the  intention  of  confining  the 
discussion,  but  the  intention  they  had 
was   explicitly   stated  by   him,    and  it 
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was  that  this  Bill  should  pass  its  Com 
mittee  stage  during  this  portion  of  the 
session.  In  order  to  do  that,  there 
being  hardly  any  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  which  need  oooupy  many  minutes 
of  time,  the  Government  said  that  they 
ought  to  sit  on  to-night. 

Mb.  a  J.  BALFOUR  said  there  was 
no  olass  of  ParUamentary  controversy 
which  he  dishked  more  than  controver- 
sies as  to  the  precise  character  of  pledges, 
and  as  to  how  far  those  pledges  had 
been  kept  or  broken.  He  had  had,  he 
believed,  a  longer  continuous  experience, 
in  fact,  he  knew  he  had  had  a  longer 
continuous  experience — [a  laugh] — it  was 
quite  evident  that  some  Members  of  the 
Committee  were  hardly  in  a  condition 
to  continue  this  debate.  He  had  had  a 
longer  continuous  experience  of  the 
responsibilities  of  leadership  of  this 
House  than  any  man  for  a  century,  and 
he  could  assure  the  House  that  there 
was  nothing  more  absolutely  certain 
than  this,  that  a  Grovemment  that  did 
not  carry  out  in  their  full  spirit,  as  well 
ae  in  the  letter,  the  engagements  which 
it  made  about  business,  however  it 
might  succeed  for  the  moment,  was  pre- 
paring for  itself  inevitable  trouble  in 
the  future.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken,  the  present  Leader 
of  the  Mouse,  had,  he  thought,  for- 
gotten what  occurred  upon  the  first 
occasion  when  the  question  of  taking 
this  Bill  after  eleven  was  first  alluded 
to.  It  was  at  the  time  when  he  came 
down  to  the  House  on  a  Friday  morning, 
and  proposed  to  suspend  the  eleven 
o'clock  rule.  There  then  arose,  as  was 
natural,  a  discussion  upon  the  business 
which  was  to  be  taken  after  eleven,  and 
he  (Mr.  Balfour)  made  a  strong  protest 
against  taking  this  particular  Bill  after 
eleven  o'clock.  He  would  not  read  the 
speech  which  he  made  on  the  subject, 
but  the  whole  point  of  that  speech  was 
that  they  were  working  on  the 
pledge  originally  given  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that  a  single 
Friday  should  be  given  to  the  Trade 
Disputes  Bill.  There  then  was  a  pro- 
posal that  that  Bill  should  be  taken  on 
a  certain  Friday,  and  carried  on  without 
reference  to  the  eleven  o'clock  rule. 
He  protested  against  this,  and  he  gave 
arguments  which  seemed  to  him  then. 


and  which  seemed  to  him  still,  very 
powerful,  to  show  that  they  ought  not 
to  continue  this  discussion  after  eleven, 
and  it  was  in  answer  to  a  speech, 
of  which  that  was  the  whole  burden, 
and  which  was  intended  to  plead  with 
the  Government  and  with  the  House 
against  any  such  action,  that  the  Prime 
Minister  replied.    He  then  said  that — 

"After   all,  the   strong   poiat   in   his  ob- 
jection " — 

that  was  his  (Mr.  Balfour's)  objection — 

"  to  the  proposal  of  the  Government  was 
the  position  given  to  the  Trade  Uiiipates  Bill ; 
Bat  the  Oovernmeut  did  not  intend  to  take 
more  than  the  CkHnmittee  stage  of  the  Trade 
Disputes  Bill  before  the  House  adjourned, 
and  their  intention  was  to  take  that  on  a 
Friday  between  5  and  11 — " 

the  point  being  that  that  was  an  answer 
to  his  appeal  that  the  Trade  Disputes 
Bill  shoidd  not  be  taken  after  eleven. 
Because  it  was  found  that  one  day  be- 
tween the  hours  of  five  and  eleven  was 
not  sufficient  the  Government  came 
down  and  said  that  theii  pledge  was  at 
an  end.  He  ventured  to  say  that  no 
man  in  the  private  transactions  of  Ufe 
would  ever  put  such  an  interpretation  on  a 
pledge.  He  was  quite  certain  that  if  he 
had  been  responsible  for  any  such  re- 
fined interpretation  when  he  was  in 
the  place  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
he  would  have  been  the  first  and  the 
loudest  in  his  reproaches.  He  personally 
raised  no  objection :  so  far  as  his  own 
feeUngs  were  concerned  he  cared  not 
whether  they  sat  late  to-night  or  whether 
they  sat  early  to-morrow.  But  that  the 
Government  gave  what  everybody  accus- 
tomed to  Parliamentary  practice  would 
admit  was  a  pledge  and  that  they 
now  proposed  to  depart  from  that 
pledge  seemed  to  him  to  be  abso- 
lutely clear.  For  his  own  part,  if 
the  Government  were  prepared,  as  he 
believed  they  were,  to  give  them  full  time 
on  the  Report  stage,  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  Committee  stage  being  Pushed 
before  they  separated  for  the  holidays, 
and  he  cared  not  whether  it  was  done 
to-night  or  to-morrow.  But  that  there 
was  a  pledge  that  their  proceedings  on  this 
Bill  should  not  go  beyond  eleven  o'clock 
seemed  to  him  absolutely  clear.  He  had 
every  confidence  in  the  Prime  Minister ; 
he  was  quite  siure  that  if  he  had  time 
to  look  back  on  what  passed  and  to 
recall  all  that  passed  he  would  agree  that 
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-an  undertaking  of  a  really  efi^ent  and 
binding  character  waa  given,  and  that  if 
any  Member  of  the  I^onse  chose  to  press  it 
the  Government  had  no  choice  but  to  defer 
this  disoussion  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  said  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Prime  Minister  undoubtedly  said 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  begin  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill  after  eleven 
o'clock.  But  even  that  was  not  by  way  of 
pledge ;  it  was  merely  a  declaration  of 
the  intentions  of  the  Q<>vernment.  What 
was  the  position  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  now  took  up  ?  Apparently 
it^was  this :  that  when  eleven  o'clock 
struck  last  Friday  night  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Government  were  under 
a  pledge  not  to  resume  the  discussion  of 
this  Bui.  What,  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  had  they  been  doing  for  the  last 
twelve  hours  ?  According  to  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman's  contention  every  minute 
they  had  been  sitting  there  since  they 
met  at  twelve  o'clock  had  been  a  breach 
of  an  understanding.  That  was  the 
redudio  ad  absurdum.  At  what  moment 
to-night  did  they  begin  to  violate  their 
pledge  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  they  had  continued 
the  discussion  till  quarter  to  twelve, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
taking  part,  with  general  acquiescence 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.  He 
(Mr.  Balfour)  himself  said  he  would 
not  make  a  Motion  to  terminate 
the  debate  and  it  was  not  imtil  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  back  benches  got  up  that  it 
was  suddenly  discovered  that  during  the 
whole  of  the  last  twelve  hours  they 
had  been  guilty  of  a  gross  breach  of  a 
pledge.  The  Government  did  not  in 
the  least  assent  to  that  view.  They 
had  given  no  pledge  of  any  sort  or  kind, 
except  that  the  Committee  stage  of 
this  Bill  should  be  concluded  before 
they  adjourned  for  the  holidays. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  he  was  not  going 
to  argue  over  again  the  question  of  the 
breaking  of  the  pledge.  They  had  their 
own  view  of  that  r  they  knew  it  had 
been  broken  and  they  knew  it  had  been 
broken  because  minorities  had  to  suffer. 
It  was  only  on  a  par  with  the  systematic 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


bullying  they  had  been  subjected  to  for 
some  time.  After  all,  it  was  a  very  poor 
victory  for  a  majority  of  300  or  400  to 
bully  a  very  small  minority.  But  apart 
altogether  from  the  broken  pledge — and 
they  were  getting  rather  accustomed  to 
broken  plec^es — ^he  wouhi  like  to  remind 
the  Government  of  the  amount  of 
business  which  they  had  had  to  go  through 
durinj?  the  last  three  or  four  weeks.  It 
was  all  very  well  for  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  Front  Bench  opposite  to  think  that 
it  was  a  very  light  matter ;  very  few 
of  them  had  been  up  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  During  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks — and  he  said  it  to  the  credit  of 
the  Government — ^there  had  been  j  im- 
portant Bills  passed  in  this  House,  and 
sometimes  debated,  which  no  other 
Government  would  ever  have  thought 
of  bringing  on  at  the  late  hours  tiiis 
Government  had  done.  They  had  done 
that  work.  What  was  the  argument  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?  He 
said  the  pledge  only  related  to  last 
Friday.  Ajid  why  were  they  to  adjourn 
at  eleven  o'clock  last  Friday  ?  Because 
working  from  twelve  o'clock  in  the  day  till 
eleven  o'clock  at  night  was  thought  to  be 
as  much  as  the  House  could  do  with  any 
kind  of  justice  to  the  subject  they  had  in 
hand.  But  what  was  the  idea  now  ? 
It  was  that  after  a  week's  work  and  after 
sitting  up  till  two  o'clock  every  night 
they  were  in  a  better  condition  to  go  on 
after  11  o'clock  than  they  were  on  this 
night  week.  So  far  as  many  of  them  on 
that  side  who  had  been  attending  to  this 
question  the  whole  day — and  with  very 
great  reason — were  concerned,  they  had 
to  admit  that  after  sitting  there  seven 
hours  beyond  the  usual  time  they  were 
fairly  exhausted.  As  the  subject  was  a 
very  technical  one,  many  of  them  had 
had  to  take  part  in  the  debate  a  great 
number  of  times.  He  was  sure  the  {one 
person  who  would  have  the  sympathy  of 
everybody — he  was  the  only  Minister 
who  had  taken  the  least  concern  about 
this  Bill — was  the  Attorney-General,  who 
had  undergone  a  tremendous  amount  of 
hardship  all  through  this  debate.  For 
all  these  reasons,  apart  from  any  pledge, 
it  was  reducing  the  discussions  of  ^m 
House  to  an  absolute  farce,  to  say  that 
with  a  House  worn  out  as  this  was  after 
a  twelve  hours  sitting  they  should  go 
on  pretending  to  discuss  matters  of  the 
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most  vital  importance  in  regard  to  a  Bill 
which,  on  the  admission  of  everybody, 
was  introducing  absolutely  new  prin- 
ciples into  the  law  of  the  country.  He 
dared  say  the  Government  would  not 
yield  to  that  argument  any  more  than 
to  t&e  other  arguments  that  had  been  put 
forward,  but  would  prefer  to  rest  their 
victory  and  their  reputation  on  bullying 
the  Opposition  and  on  breaking  their 
pledges. 

Mb.  PAUL  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  not  consent  to  the 
suspension  of  these  proceedings  until 
they  had  passed  this  stage  of  the  BUI. 
There    had    been    thirty    Conservative 


Members  present  during  the  day,  ^andjit 
vvas  a  perfect  farce  that  they  .should 
dictate  to  the  200  or  300  gentlemen  who 
had  come  down  to  do  their  duty  to  their 
constituencies  and  to  the  country. 

Mb.  FOBSTEB  (Sevenoaks)  reminded 
the  hon.  Member  that  it  )»as  only  the 
presence  of  the  thirty  Conservative 
Members  for  whom  he  had  such  a  profound 
contempt  that  saved  his  Government 
from  defeat. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  31 ; 
Noes,  243.    (Division  list  No.  318.) 


Ashley,  W.  W. 
Baloarres,  Lord 
B»lfour,Rt.Hn.AJ.(CityLond.) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Qeorge 
B}aoh,Hn.Miohael  Ha^  Hioks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Oarlile,  E.  Hildred 
Cirson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Osistlereagh,  Visoount 
Cave,  Qeorge 

Civendi8h,Rt.  Hon.  Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 


AYES. 

Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey 
Cecil,  Lord  B.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Oibbs,  a.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Qeorge 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Keswick,  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Morpeth,  Visoount 


Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,Herbert  PikB(Darlington 
PoweU,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Rawlin8on,John  Frederick  Peel 
Salter,  Arthur  Clayell 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,  Walton 

TnUiKBs  roB  thi  Ayss  — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood 
and  Visoount  Valentia. 


Abraham,  WiUiam  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Agnew,  Gleorge  William 

Aldeo,  Percy 

Alien,  A.  Aoland  (Christohoroh) 

Asquith,  Rt.Hn.Herbert  Henry 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Biker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury.E.) 

Baring,  Godirey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  W.  C.  B.  (Hexham) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bsllairs,  Carlyon 

B3on,Sir  J.William8(Devonp'rt 

Benn,  W.(T'w'r'Hamlet8,S.aeo. 

Berri<^>T.  H.D. 

Bethelf,  J.  H.  (Essex,  Romford 

B»thelI,T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Aogtutine       I 

Blaok,ArthnrW.(Bedfordshire)  ' 

Braoe,  William  | 

Brigg,  John 

Brooklehurst,  W.  B.  ! 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford  | 

B.-unner,  J.  F.  L.(Lanos.,Leigh) 

Bryoe,  Bt.Hn.Jame8(Aberdeen 


NOES. 

Bryoe,  J.A(InvemesB  Burghs) 
Buckmaster,  Stanley  O. 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,  Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Winston  Spenoer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clarke,  C.  Qoddard 
Geland,  J.  W. 
Clongh,  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
CollinB,SirWm.J.(S.Panoras,W. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
C!ooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H  (Sus»ex,E.Qrin8t'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dickinson, W.  H.(St.Pancras,N. 


Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.(Barrow-in.Fame88) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 
Everett,  B.  Lacey 
Fenwiok,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  B.  C.  Munro 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller.  John  Michael  F. 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone.Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Glover,  Thomas 
Qoddard,  Daniel  Ford  S 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Grey,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Chorohill   '^ 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Haroourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(MerthyrTydviI> 
Hardy,  George  A.  (SufEolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r^ 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
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Haworth,  ArUmi  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Riohaid 

Henderson,  Arthnr  (Doiham) 

Henderson,  J.H.(  Aberdeen,  W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

nigham,  John  Sharp 

Hodge,  John 

Eolden,.  E.  Hopkinson 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  GeofiErey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

niingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jone8,Williani(CarnarTonriure 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knntsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Leese,Sir  JosephF.  ( Accrington) 

Lever,  A.  Levy(Essex,  Harwich 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Hacpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  8. 

MacVeigh,  Charles  (Donegal.E. 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

?>rKenna,  Reginald 

51'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

^larks,  G.Croydon  (Launoeston 


{COMMONS} 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Ctoventry) 

Hassle,  J. 

Masterman,  0.  F.  O. 

Menzies,  Walter 

MicUem,  Nathaniel 

Montagu,  B.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Murphy,  John 

Newnes,  F.(Notts,,  Bassetlaw) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nichol8on,CharIesN.(Donoaster 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 

O'Connor.  John  (Kildare,  N. ) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

0'Grady,U. 

0'Kelly,JameB(Roscommon,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Paul,  Herbert 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 

Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.(Colchest«c) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Rainy,  A.  RoUand 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Soarboro ' 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,  Thoma8(W.Monm'th 

Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincohi) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robertson  8irG.Scott(Bradf  rd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Samnel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann.Sir  C.  E.  (Manchester) 

Scott.A.  H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 

Seavems,  J.  H. 


Di»putet  ma.  1776 

Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Major  J.  B. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloook,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 
SinoW,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackrazie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  8.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,  Sir  Edward(SaIisbni7 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.  W.H(Somer8et,E. 
Thome,  WilUam 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Verney,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Sir  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Tieatj 
Ward,  W.Dudley(Southamptoii 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshiie) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Hid) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhongbton) 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  in  my  opinion 
the  Prime  Minister  bas  broken  a  deliberate 
pledge,  I  shall  take  no  .further  part  in 
these  proceedings  myself,  and  I  advise  my 
friends  to  follow  my  example. 

[The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  left  the 
chamber,  followed  by  most  of  the  Unionist 
Members.] 

Mr.  clement  EDWARDS  moved 
to  omit  from  the  proposed  new  clause  the 
words. — 

"  I'rovided  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall 
afiTect  the  liability  of  the  tni<<tees  of  such 
union  to  be  sued  in  the  events  provided  for  by 
the  Trades  Union  Act,  1871,  Section  9." 


In  his  belief  the  insertion  of  that 
proviso  almost  entirely  nullified  tie 
effect  of  the  former  part  of  the  section ;  in 
other  words,  he  believed  from  a  careful 
study  of  the  section,  and  the  decisions 
given  upon  it,  that  the  action  irhich,  by 
the  first  part  of  the  section  was  pro- 
hibited against  the  trade  unions,  might 
come  in  with  all  its  effects  against  the 
trustees  under  that  proviso.  He  was 
quite  sure  that  the  Attomey-Geneial 
could  not  have  intended  it  to  be  so.  He 
was  not  raising  this  without  very  grave 
consideration,  ani,  quite  frar.kly,  he 
believed  that  if  this  were  carried  there 
was  a  very  great  i^k  of  undoing  the 
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whole  intention  of  the  previous  part  of 
the  clause.  Section  9  of  the  Act  of  1871 
provided,  that — 

"  The  tni!itee9  of  any  trade  nnion  registered 
tinder  this  Act,  or  any  other  offioers  of  saoh 
trade  union  who  may  be  authorised  so  to  do 
by  the  rules  thereof,  are  hereby  empowered  to 
bring  or  defend,  or  oaose  to  be  brought  or 
defended,  any  action  or  complaint  in  any  coort 
of  law  or  equity  touching  or  concerning  the 
property  rights  or  claim  to  property  of  the 
trade  union." 

To  some  extent,  the  Tafi  Vale  case  was 
got  out  of  that  section,  but  only  to  a 
slight  extent.  But  there  was  a  case 
which  had  been  decided,  where  it  had 
been  held — and  here  was  the  importance 
of  the  point — that  thej  might  sue  the 
trustees  under  that  section  for  damages 
for  tort  and  the  plaintiff  might  then 
stand  in  the  shoes  of  the  trustees  and  get 
the  damages  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
union.  And  if  that  were  so,  and  his 
interpretation  was  right,  then  it  followed 
that  the  effect  of  this  clause  was  to  say, 
in  the  first  part,  that  they  could  not  sue 
the  union  Tweedledum,  but  they  had 
better  get  at  the  union  Tweedledee. 
This  was  a  case  of  libel  where  the  trustees 
of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Railway 
Servants  were  sued  as  owners  of  a  paper, 
the  organ  of  the  union.  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  the  Member  for  Reading 
argued  in  the  case,  and  he  set  up  as  a 
method  of  defence  that  in  this  particular 
case  they  could  not  get  at  the  funds  of  the 
union  beyond  the  trustees,  for  the  reason 
that  this  was  a  tort  and  was  not  such 
an  action  touching  property  as  was 
contemplated  by  Section  9  of  the  Act  of 
1871.  Mr.  Justice  Mathew,  who  gave 
judgment,  overruled  the  point  of  view 
put  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  the 
Member  for  Reading,  and  he  said  : — 

"  In  my  opinion,  property  under  Secdon  9  of 
the  Act  of  1871  means  property  generally,  and 
an  action  attacking  the  assets  ot  the  society — 
for  example,  an  action  brought  for  breach  of 
contract  entered  into  on  behalf  of  the  society 
— would  be  an  action  touching  or  concerning 
the  property  of  the  trade  union." 

So  the  action  which  threatened  the  assets 

of  the  society,  by  a  claim  for  damages,  as 


in  this  case,  would  be  an  action  that 
touched  and  concerned  the  property  of 
the  Bociety.  Every  action,  that  was  to 
say,  brought  hitherto  against  the  trade 
union  had  been  an  action  which  threat- 
ened to  diminish  the  assets  of  the  society, 
and  if  this  proviso  went  in  saying  that  the 
first  part  of  the  section  should  do  nothing 
to  affect  the  liability  of  the  trustees  under 
Section  9  of  t^e  Act  of  1871,  and  they  still 
left  standing  that  decision,  given  ex- 
pressly upon  Section  9  of  the  Act  of  1871, 
this  clause,  without  it  intending  to  be  so, 
would  turn  out  to  be  a  hollow  pretence 
and  a  sham,  and  in  a  year  or  eighteen 
months  time  they  would  be  in  the  posi- 
tion of  having  the  Courts  of  law  able  to 
drive  a  coach  and  four  through  it.  He 
would  ask  the  Attorney-General  to 
consider  this.  He  might  perhaps 
see  his  way  clear  to  say  that  words 
should  be  introduced  so  as  to  meet 
the  particular  points  which  he  had 
raised — so  as  to  meet  the  possibility 
that  under  Section  9  of  the  Act  of  1871 
they  could  still  have  an  action  for  tort 
arising  out  of  a  trade  dispute.  If  ho 
could  not  see  his  way  clear,  he  regarded 
the  matter  of  such  imperative  importance 
from  the  point  of  view  of  their  pledges 
in  the  country,  and  from  the  point  of 
view  of  labour  that  he  would  have  to 
press  his  Amendment  to  a  division. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
new  clause — 

"In  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  wont 
'court'  to  end  of  clause." — (Mr.  Clement 
Edwards.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

*SiB  JOHN  WALTON  said  he  was 
sorry  at  the  concluding  observation  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member's  speech 
because  his  fears  were  purely  imaginary, 
and  his  vews  with  regard  to  the  clause 
and  its  interpretation  were  absolutely 
imfounded.    He    had    always    assumed 
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that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  advocated 
the  Oatut  quo,  and  yet  he  wished  to 
strike  out  of  his  clause  words  Which 
he  thought  were  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Btat%u  quo.  The 
clause  provided  that  no  action  should 
be  brought  against  a  trade  union.  It 
was  possible  that  some  ingenious  tribunal 
might  say  that  by  that  provision  they 
entirely  repealed  Section  9  of  the  Act 
of  1871.  No  one  wanted  to  repeal 
Section  9  of  the  Act  of  1871.  His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  did  not  wish  it. 

Mb.  clement  EDWARDS :  No. 

*SiB  JOHN  WALTON  said  that 
hon.  Members  opposite  certainly  did 
not  vrish  to  repeal  it.  The  Government 
wished  to  leave  that  Act  in  full  force. 
And  therefore  under  this  clause,  while 
no  action  of  tort  could  be  brought 
against  a  trade  union,  nothing  that 
exempted  that  trade  union  from  lia- 
bility of  that  sort  would  interfere  with 
the  operation  of  the  Act  of  1871 ,  Section  9. 
It  had  reference  to  a  very  limited  class 
of  oases  indeed  which  were  brought 
not  against  the  trades  tmion,  but 
against  the  trustees  of  the  trade 
union  If  hon  Members  would  allow 
him  to  refer  to  what  these  sections 
were,  he  thought  they  would 
agree  that  there  was  no  trade 
union  which  sought  to  be  free  from 
that  sort  of  liability,  and  it  was  only 
that  sort  of  liability  which  was  preserved 
by  the  last  clause  of  this  Bill.  Section  9 
said  that  the  trustees  of  a  trade  union 
registered  under  this  Act,  who  might  be 
authorised  to  do  so  by  the  rules,  were 
empowered  to  bring  actions  or  to  defend 
actions,  or  cause  actions  to  be  brought 
or  to  be  defended,  in  any  Court  of  law 
or  equity,  touching  or  concerning  the 
property,  right,  or  claim  to  property  of 
the  trade  imion,  and  should,  in  all 
cases  concerning  the  property  of  such 
trade  unions,  sue  and  be  sued.  They 
might  bring  the  action,  and  they  might 

Sir  John  Walton. 


be  subject  to  actions  which  touched  or 
concerned  their  property.  They  mi^t 
plead  in  any  Court  of  law  or  equity  in 
their  proper  names  ;  that  was  to  say,  in 
the  names  of  the  trustees.  They  might 
be  sued  if  their  property  was  the  means 
of  inflicting  an  injury  upon  othen. 
That  was  a  provision  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  which  was  put  into  opera- 
tion, and  which  it  was  not  proposed  to 
repeal,  and  which  was  framed  with 
{egard  to  the  status  quo  which  he  under- 
stood his  hon.  and  learned  friend  was 
anxious  to  preserve.  And  the  only 
conceivable  object  of  putting  it  in  was 
to  prevent  the  status  quo  being  distnrbed 
by  a  side-wind,  and  by  an  operation  of 
the  clause  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
have  at  all.  As  to  the  case  of  Linacre  t. 
Pilcher,  there  a  newspaper  was  «• 
tabUshed  by  a  trade  union  out  of  its 
own  funds,  and  was  a  part  of  its  own 
property.  It  was  just  as  much  a  part  of 
its  own  property  as  its  own  premiiM 
and  offices  might  be,  or  as  any  ston 
which  it  might  establish  might  be. 
There  was  nothing  whatever  in  tiiis 
section  which  said  that  the  decision  of 
liinaker  v.  Pilcher  should  be  law.  AH 
that  the  section  said  was  that  the 
Act  of  Parliament  should  be  law,  and 
while  the  Act  of  Parliament  remained 
law  they  were  fulfilling  their  pledge 
by  maintaining  the  sUAus  quo. 

Mr.  J.  WARD  said  that  he  was 
only  a  layman,  but  he  understood  that 
clauses  in  Acts  of  Parliament  were 
generally  decided  by  what  followed. 
The  last  words  of  this  clause  if  it  re- 
mained as  suggested  would  be — 

"  Proyided  that  nothinK  in  this  seotion  shall 
affect  the  liability  of  the  trostees  of  such 
union,  to  be  sued  in  the  events  provided  for 
by  the  Trades  Union  Act,  1871,  Section  9." 

He  gathered  from  the  Attorney-General 
that  if  these  words  were  left  out  Section 
9  of  the  Act  of  1871  would  still  remain. 
In  these  circumstances  he  did  not  think 
that  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
should  remain,  because  they  limited,  or 
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aeemed  to  limit,  the  previous  pioTisions 
of  the  clause.  He  was  veiy  much  afraid 
that  if  they  remained  they  might  be 
used  to  get  at  the  funds  of  the  trade 
unions  in  some  way  or  other.  He  was 
not  satisfied  at  all  with  the  previous 
decision  of  the  Committee  in  regard  to 
this  clause.  He  did  not  think  trade 
unions  would  submit  in  any  circumstances 
to  having  their  committees,  as  com- 
mittees, liable  to  injunctions  or  to  actions 
of  any  description. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  not  go  back  on  previous  Amend- 
ments. 

Me.  J.  WARD  hoped,  in  the  circum- 
stances, the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Denbigh  would  persist  in  his 
Amendment. 


Mb.  F.  E.  smith  said  that  on  this 
occasion  he  would  certainly  advise  his 
hon,  friends  to  vote  with  the  Govern- 
ment. He  rejoiced  to  see  that  even  at 
this  late  period  the  Attorney-General 
had  assented  to  the  views  which  he  and 
those  of  his  friends  who  sat  around 
him  had  attempted  to  press  on  the 
Government.  He  was  glad  to  see  the 
Secretary  for  War  present,  because  he 
would  be  able  to  rejoice  with  him. 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  and  himself 
perfectly  agreed  on  this  point ;  probably, 
as  the  House  was  constituted  at  that 
moment,  they  were  the  only  two  Mem- 
bers who  would  be  found  in  the  same 
lobby.  He  said  that  because  he  saw  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  was  reported  to 
have  said — 

"Mr.  Keir  Hardie  had  written  to  the  news- 
paper* threatening  Mr.  Asqnith  and  himself 
with  all  aorta  of  rotribation  if  they  woald  not 
toe  the  mark  by  votfaig  for  the  partioulu 
propoaals  which  Mr.  Keir  Hardie  wished  to 
cany  out.  Well,  he  was  sure  that  neither  he 
nor  Mr.  Aaqaith  would  budge  one  inch 
because  of  Mr,  Keir  Hardie's  remarks." 

He  saw  there  was  some  dissent  at   the 
claim  he  had  made  that  the  right  hon. 
VOL,  CLXIL    [Fourth  Series.] 
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Gentleman  and  himself  were  agreed  on 
this  point.    But  he   begged   to   repeat 
the  observation  that  the  decision  of  the 
Government  to  incorporate  in  their  Bill 
Section  9  of  the  earlier  Act  lent   the 
strong^t  colour  to  the  view  that  the 
contention  supported  by  the  Secretary 
for  War  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  in  the  last  resort  carried  the 
day  in  this  highly  controversial   ques- 
tion.   When  the  case  was  put  to  the 
Attorney-Greneral,  a  case  which  had  been 
decided  in  a  Court  of  first  instance,  of 
successful  proceedings  involving  the  pay- 
ment of  damages  being  taken    against 
a  trade  union  for  libel,    what  was   his 
answer  ?    He   made   two   answers,    one 
the   fit   complement   of   the   other.    In 
the  first  plaice  he  said  the  trade  union  had 
property,     and    that    being    so     there 
was    no    inherent    unreasonableness    in 
making  that    property  liable — a    most 
powerful    ally    of    the    proposition    he 
(Mr.    Smith)    had    contended    for    ever 
since  this  Bill  came  before  the  House. 
It     was  the  contention  that  had  been 
made  on  those  benches  again  and  again, 
that  when    they   had    the    element    of 
property  they  should  make  that  property 
liable.    But  the  Attorney-G«neral's  in- 
genuity   was    not    exhausted    by    that 
answer.    In  order  to  comfort  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  gangway  who  might  have 
begmi  to  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  the 
concessions  they  were  deriving  from  this 
Bill,  he  gave  a  second  answer.    After 
all,  he  said,  Linaker  v.  Pilcher,  though 
it  was    a   reported    case,    was    only   a 
decision  of   a    Court   of  first   instance. 
He  complimented  hon.  Grentlemen  below 
the  gangway  on  the  litigious  prospects 
opened  out  to  them  by  the  Attorney- 
General.    The  judge  who  tried  that  case 
was  a  judge  Who  in  commercial  experi- 
ence and  in  knowledge  of  trade  disputes 
was  inferior  to  no  lawyer  on  the  bench, 
and  speaking  for  himself  he  desired  to 
thank  the.  Government  for  the  'valuable 
concession  which  they  had  given  even  at 
3  N 
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the  last  IxoQi  to  the  cause  he  had  been 
vainly  endeavouring  to  press  upon  them, 
and  for  having  established  the  pro- 
position that  when  a  trade  union  had 
property,  had  funds,  and  employed 
those  funds  in  violating  the  common 
law  rights  of  other  citisens,  those  funds 
should  be  liable. 

SiB  JOHN  WALTON  said  the  Govern- 
ment had  made  no  concession,  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member's  speech  was 
highly  inflammatory  and  imaginary. 
There  "was  no  difference  of  principle  in 
regard  to  this  clause.  He  Aas  anxious 
to  avoid  the  smallest  danger  that  the 
area  of  liability  of  Section  9  of  the  Act  of 
1871  should  be  enlarged,  and  therefore 
he  would  suggest  to  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  who  proposed  this  Amendment 
that  possibly  if  the  Words  of'  th  e  clause 
«ere  modified  in  this  way  his  point  would 
be  met— 

"  Provided  tiiat  BotUoK  in  tlitt  section  kIsaU 
affect  the  provisions  of  tke  Tndes  Union  Act, 
1871." 

That  was  a  simple  indication  that 
tiiey  did  not  wish  to  repeal  that  Act. 
If  he  thought  that  these  Aords  would  not 
meet  the  point  then  he  would  be  glad  to 
consider  it  ftirther  between  now  and  the 
Report  stage. 

Mr.  clement  EDWARDS  :  I  should 
be  glad  to  accept  the  words,  but,  frankly, 
I  do  not  think  they  change  the  position. 

Thi  solicitor-general  (Sib  W. 
RoB30N,  South  Shidds)  thought  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite 
entirely  misconceived  the  decision  in 
Linaker  v.  Klcher.  He  w&b  in  that 
case  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
behind  him,  and  he  did  not  suppose 
that  any  trade  unionist  would  desire  to 
reverse  the  decision.  It  was  a  case 
eatdiely  outside  a  trade  dispute.  The 
union    entered    kito    tik»    business    of 

Vr,  F.  E.  Smith. 


newspaper  proprietor  just  as  it  mi^t 
have  entered  into  the  business  of  kee|MBg 
a  grocer's  shop,  and  having  enter  ed  into 
that  business  it  assumed  all  the  liabilities 
attaching  to  it.  If  it  chose  to  make 
libellous  observations,  then  like  other 
newspaper  proprietors  it  had  to  stand 
the  consequences.  But  the  case  Was 
altogether  outside  the  scope  of  a  trade 
dispute.  It  was  a  case  of  a  trade 
union  taking  up  another  pursuit  and 
assuming  both  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  that  pursuit  in  common 
with  all  other  people. 

Mr.  F.  E.  SMITH:  I  would  ask 
the  Solicitor-General  whether  he  suggests 
that  the  libel  was  not  published  in 
the  course  of  a  trade  dispute. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  :  It  was  not. 

•Mb.  RUFUS  ISAACS  said  he  could 
answer  that  question.  It  certainly  was 
not  a  case  of  a  trade  dispute.  In  addition 
to  what  had  already  been  stated  in  regard 
to  that  case,  his  recollection  was  pretty 
clear  that  those  who  were  responsible 
for  the  trade  union  were  distinctly  of 
opinion  that  having  been  proved  to  be 
wrong  on  the  facts  stated  at  the  trial, 
and  having  been  cast  in  damages,  the 
case  should  not  be  carried  any  further. 
It  was  exactly  the  same  position  as 
if  a  trade  union  had  been  suing  or  had 
been  sued  for  breach  of  contract  in 
respect  of  property  which  it  owned ;  for 
example,  as  if  a  union  renting  a  house 
had  been  sued  by  the  landlord  for  rent. 
Linaker  v.  Pilcher  decided  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  that  the  trustees  were  liable 
for  a  wrong  done  arising  out  of  the 
publication  of  a  newspaper  owned  by  the 
union  in  the  namM  of  tmstoea,  tad 
one  of  the  points  at  issue  was  whettntf 
the  trustees  were  entitled  to  an  in- 
demnity from  ^e  uniott  funds  as  ikay 
had  been  carrying  on  the  basiness  in  tbe 
name  of  the  union. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1785 


Labourers 


{Z  August  1906} 


{Ireland)  Bill. 


1786 


Ms.  CLEMSNT  EDWARDS  said  he 
did  not  difter  one  bit  from  the  view 
put  by  the  Attomey-Qener&l  and  the 
Solicitor-General  as  to  the  point  at 
issue  in  that  particular  case.  But  the 
danger  of  the  whole  position  was  in 
the  ground  on  which  the  judge  based 
his  decision,  and  when  one  remembered 
that  that  judge  probably  more  than 
-any  other  jodge  had  taken  a  friendly 
.attitude  towards  trade  unions,  he  solemnly 
warned  the  Conunittee  of  the  great 
danger  involved  in  accepting  this  proviso. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD,  after  the  ex- 
planations and  the  promise  of  the 
Attomey-Gteneral  to  reconsider  the  sub- 
ject in  view  of  the  discussion  that  had 
taken  place,  appealed  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Denbigh  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  CLEaiENT  EDWARDS,  on 
the  understanding  that  further  con- 
sideration would  be  given  to  the  matter 
"before  the  Report  stage,  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  t^e  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  Jeave,  withdrawn. 

New  clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 
and  added  to  the  Bill." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "That 
Clause  4  stand  part  of  the  Bill"  put,  and 
negatived. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  bs  con- 
aidered  upon  Tuesday,  23rd  October,  and 
to  be  printed.    [BiQ  342.] 


COIWOLIDATED  FUND  (AFPBOPRIA- 
TION)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Gommittee,  and  reported 
without  Amendment;  to  be  re»d  the 
th'id  time  To-morrow  at  Ten  of  the 
Clock. 


MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL. 
Lords'  Amendments  considered,    and 
agseed  to. 


CENSUS  OF  PKODUCTION  (EXPENSES). 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  "That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  payment  out  of  moneys  pro- 
vided by  Parliament,  of  any  expenses 
incurred  for  the  purpose  of  the  Census 
under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to 
provide  for  taking  a  Census  of  Pro- 
duction."— (Mr.  Uoyd-Qeorge.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morroW; 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Consideration  of  Lords'  Amendments. 

Mb.  BRTCB  moved,  "  That  the  House 
do  agi«e  with  the  Lords  in  the  following 
Amendment — 

"In  ClauM  II,  'proykied  that,  when  the 
Court  is  satisfied  in  any  pariioalar  oaae 
that,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  showing  title, 
the  ooBte  properly  or  necessarily  incarred  in 
respect  of  saoh  payment  amounted  to  >  larger 
snm,  the  limit  of  £10  may  be  exceeded. ' " 

Mr.  speaker  said  he  had  to  acquaint 
the  House  that  this  Amendment  was, 
or  might  still  be,  an  infringement  of  tiie 
rights  of  the  Commons.  Of  course,  the 
possibility  of  an  increase  of  rate,  which 
might  be  caused  by  such  order  of  the 
Court,  was  remote,  but  still  it  was  a 
possibility,  and  in  that  respect  it  might 
be  that  an  extra  charge  might  have  to 
be  incurred.  And  therefore,  as  he  had 
said,  the  Amendment  was  still,  in  his 
opinion,  in  an  ahnost  infinitesimal  degree, 
but  still  in  some  degree,  an  infringement 
of  the  Commons'  rig^tts. 
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Mb.  BRYCE  thought  that,  although  it 
was  late,  the  importanoe  of  disposing  of  this 
Bill,  which  must  be  disposed  of  to-night 
if   it  was  to  pass  into  law  to-morrow, 
and  which  was  awaited  with  the  greatest 
anxiety  and  impatience  in  Ireland,  justi- 
fied them,  in  taking  the  matter  now, 
and    he    would     state    the    position    in 
the  fewest  possible  words.  This  House  had 
disagreed  with  some  of  the  Amendments 
made  by  the  Lords.    The  first  of  those 
Amendments  the  Lords  had  abandoned 
and  not  insisted  upon,  or  had  agreed 
to    the    Commons'    Amendment.       The 
second    raised    an    important    question 
of  privilege,  and  upon  that  the  Lords 
had    not   insisted.    The    third    Amend- 
ment now  before  the  House   was  one 
upon   which   they   disagreed    with    the 
Lords  upon  the   question  of  privilege. 
The  Lords  had  also  not  insisted  upon 
that  Amendment,  but  had  substituted 
for  it  another  Amendment,  which  was 
now   befoie   them.    That   Amendment, 
as  Mr.    Speakar  had   told    the  House, 
might  possibly,  to  an  infinitesimal  degree, 
be   an   infringement   of    the    privileges 
of  the   House  to  this  extent,  that  it 
might  possibly  in  certain  cases  impose 
a  charge  upon  the  rates.    That,  how- 
ever, would  be  to  a  very  small  extent, 
and  this  Amendment  did  not  cover  any 
decision  at  which  the  House  had  arrived, 
as  the  former  Amendment  did.     It  only 
contemplated  a  certain  class  of  oases, 
in  which  it  was  possible  that  there  might 
arise  some  hardship  to  individuals.    The 
Amendment  itself  therefore,  on  its  merits, 
was  not  unreasonable,  and  he  beUeved 
that  it  would  remove  a  certain  amount 
of  not  unnatural  irritation   in   certain 
quarters.    Of    course,    they    all    knew 
how  important  and   valuable  to   them 
were  the  privileges  of  the  House.     They 
had   been  the   very  foundation   of  the 
power  and  strength  of  the  House,  and 
he  thought  they  ought  on  every  occasion 
to  be  jealously  guarded.    At  the  same 
time  the   House  had    never  been  dog- 
matic on  the  subject,  and  where  it  could 


be  shown  that  its  rights  were  folly  vindi- 
cated, and  where  it  was  shown  that  an 
Amendment  might  be  adopted  without 
prejudice  to  those  rights,  it  had  never 
hesitated  to  waive  its  privilege,  having 
asserted  it.  And  therefore  no  harm 
was  done  to  its  rights,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  object  of  putting  the  BiU  into^ 
a  proper  shape  was  in  point  of  fact 
attained.  That  was  the  course  which  tiie 
Government  thou^t  the  House  might 
properly  follow  on  this  occasion.  The 
Amendment  itself  was  one  which  might 
perfectly  well  be  accepted,  and  one 
which  might  be  represented  as  an  im- 
provement of  the  Bill.  They  had  as- 
serted their  rights,  and  their  rights  were 
admitted  in  this  case  from  the  fact  that 
the  Lords  had  substituted  another 
Amendment  which  was  to  a  vary  much 
smaller  degree  subject  to  the  objection 
before  taken ;  and  under  these  oiicum- 
stances  he  thought  the  case  was 
ohe  in  which  the  House  might  properly 
waive  its  privilege  and  accept  the  Lords' 
Amendment. 

Question,  "That  this  House  dodi 
agree  with  the  Lords  in  the  said  Amend- 
ment," put,  and  agreed  to. 


LUNATICS. 
Order  [this  day]  for  a  Return  relative 
thereto    read,     and    discharged. —  (ilfr. 
Claude  Hay.) 


MARRIAGE  WITH  FOREIGNERS  BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwitii ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the 
House  without  Question  put,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  13th  July 
last 


Adjouned    at  '  twelve 
after  One  o'clock  a.o 
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HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 
Saturday,  ith  August,  1906. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

EDUCATION  (PROVISION  OF  MEALS) 
BILL  (No.  205). 

c'ABS  AND  OMNIBUSES  (METROPOLIS) 

(No.  206). 

OFFICIAL  PUBLICATIONS,  &c,  (No.  207). 
Reports,  &c.  of  the  Select  Committees 
of  the  House  of  Commons  communicated 
(pursuant  to  message  of  yesterday) ;  and 
to  be  printed. 

0NIVER8ITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889. 
,  University  Court  Ordnance,  No.  XVHI. 
(Edinburgh,  No.  7).  Alteration  of  Ord- 
nance No.  16  of  the  Commissioners  (1889) 
(Edinburgh,  No.  1).  Relations  for 
degrees  in  medicine ;  laid  before  *  the 
House  ((.ursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be 
printed,    (No.  208.) 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing    Order    No.    XXXIX,   con 
ndered     (according     to     order), 
suspended  for  this  day's  sitting. 


and 


LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to  the 
Amendments   made    by    the    Commons 
agreed  to. 

MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPOPRIA- 
TION)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  (Emmons.  Read  1*  : 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended),  read  2*  (The 
Lord  Privy  Seal  [M.  Ripon]) ;  Committee 
negatived ;  Bill  read  3»,  and  passed. 


COMMISSION. 
The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent : — 

1.  Consolidated     Fund     (Appropria- 
tion). 

2.  Extradition. 

3.  Alkali,  &c  Works. 

4.  Prevention  of  Corruption. 
VOL.  CLXII.    [Fourth  Serie-s.] 


*     5.  Justices  of  the  Peace  (No.  2). 

6.  Bills    of    Exchange.  Act    (1882) 
Amendment. 

7.  Isle  of  Man  (Customs). 

8.  Post   OfSce    (Literature    for  the 
Blind). 

9.  Charitable  Loan  Societies  (Ireland). 

10.  Revenue. 

1 1.  Deanery  of  Manchester. 

12.  Solicitors. 

13.  Crown  Lands. 

14.  Open  Spaces. 

15.  Ground  Game. 

16.  Fatal     Accidents     and     Sudden 
Deaths  Inquiry  (Scotland). 

17.  Local    Authorities    (Transfer    of 
Treasury  Powers). 

18.  Public  Works  (Loans). 

19.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act 
(1898)  Amendment. 

20.  Statute  Law  Revision  (Scotland). 

21.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

22.  Dogs. 

23.  Colonial  Marriages. 

24.  Musical  Copyright. 

25.  Labourers  (Ireland). 

26.  Post  Office  Sites. 

27.  Dean  Forest. 

28.  Local     Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  8). 

29.  Local     Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  9). 

30.  Local      Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  10). 

31.  Local      Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1 1). 

32.  Local     Government     Provisional 
Order  (Housing  of  Working  Classes). 

33.  London     Government     Schemes 
(London  and  Penge,  &c.). 

34.  Education       Board       Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  (London,  No.  1). 

35.  Paisley  Gas  and  Water  Provisional 
Order. 

36.  Electric      Lighting      Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3). 

37.  Electric      Lighting      Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4). 
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38.  Electric      Lighting      Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7). 

39.  Gkw  and  Water  Orders  Confirma- 
tion. 

40.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No,  1). 
^      41.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2). 

42.  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation. 

43.  Glasgow  and  South  Western  Bail- 
way  Order  Confirmation. 

44.  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

45.  Newburgh  and  North  Fife  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Order  Confirmation. 

46.  Paisley  Roads  Order  Confirmation. 

47.  Inverclyde    Bequest    Order    Con- 
firmation. 

48.  Perth     Corporation     Gas    Order 
Confirmation. 

49.  Local     Government      Provisional 
Orders  (Gas). 

50.  Rutherglen   Burgh    Order    Con- 
firmation. 

51.  Wolstanton  United  Urban  District 
Council  Gas. 

52.  Great  Northern  Railway. 

53.  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway. 

54.  Ascot  District  Gas  (Electric  Light- 
ing)- 

55.  Derbyshire    and  Nottinghamshire 
Electric  Power. 

56.  Portsmouth  Water. 

57.  West  Yorkshire  Tramways. 

58.  Lotidon  County  Council  (General 
Powers). 

59.  London  United  Tramways. 

60.  Twickenham  and  Teddington  Elec- 
tric Supply. 

61.  Watford  Gas. 

62.  Alexandra   (Newport    and    South 
Wales)  Docks  and  Railway. 

63.  Ritz  Hotel,  Limited. 

64.  Wirral     Railway     (Extension    of 
Time. 

65.  Cardiff  Railway. 

66.  Newcastle  -  upon  -  Tyne    Electric 
Supply. 

67.  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Rail- 
way. 

68.  Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad 
(Extension  of  Time). 


69.  Wallasey  Tramways  and  Improve 
ments. 

70.  Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage  Board. 

71.  Edinburgh  Corporation. 

72.  CreditonGas. 

73.  Kent  Electric  Power. 

74.  Truro  Gas. 

75.  Havana     United    Railways    and 
Regia  Warehouses. 

76.  Rochester,  Chatham,  and  Strood 
Gas. 

77.  Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe 
Tramways. 

78.  South      Eastern      and      London, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Railways. 

79.  Bacup  Corporation. 

80»  Cork  City  Railways  and  Works. 

81.  Derby  Gas. 

82.  Middlesex  County  Council  (General 
Powers). 

83.  St.  John's  (Westminster)  Imfffove- 
ment. 

84.  Todmorden  Corporation. 

85.  Tottenham  and  Edmonton  Gas. 

86.  Macclesfield    and    District  Tram 
ways. 

87.  Poole  Corporation  Water. 

88.  Corporation  of  London  (Blackfriare 
and  other  Bridges). 

89.  London  County  Council    (Tram- 
ways and  Improvements). 

90.  County  of  Durham  Electric  Power 
Supply. 

91.  Great     Northern    (Ireland)    and 
Midland  Railways. 

92.  Nettlebed  and  District  Commons 
^Preservation). 

93.  Shropshire,    Worcestershire,    and 
Staffordshire  Electric  Power. 

94.  Buckhaven,  Methil,  and  Innerleren 
Burgh  Extension. 

95.  London  Squares  and  Enclosures. 

96.  Sutton  District  Water. 

97.  Kingston-upon-HuIl  Corporation. 

98.  Pontefract  Corporation. 

99.  Hackney  Electricity. 

100.  Hampetead  Garden  Suburb. 

101.  London  County  Council  (Money). 
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•   102.  North  West  London  Bailway. 

103.  St.  Pancras  Electricity. 

104.  South  Lincolnshire  Water. 

105.  South    Wales    Electrical   Power 
Distribution  Company. 

106.  Watford  and  Edgware  Railway. 

107.  Lancashire  Electric  Power. 

108.  Bristol  Corporation. 

109.  Lord    Tredegar's     Supplemental 
Estate. 

110.  Bute  (English  and  Welsh)  Estates. 


House  adjonmed  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  Twelve  o  clock 
to  Tuesday,  the  23rd  October, 
at  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Saturday,  4th  August,  1906. 

The  House  met  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION   (ENGLAND  ASD  WALES) 
BILL. 

Petitions  against ;  From  Aikton ; 
Lion£  Newton ;  Radlett ;  Silloth  in 
Eskdale;  and  Wigton;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EDUCATION    (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
BILL  (RELKUOU8  TEACHING). 

Two  Petitions  from  Frittenden,  against 
alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

MUNICIPAL     CORPORATIONS     (ELEC- 
TION OF  ALDERMEN)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Manchester,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)   ACT    1889 
(ORDINANCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  University  Court 
Ordinance  No.  XVIIL  (Edinburgh, 
No.  7)  (Alteration  of  Ordinance,  No.  16, 
of  the  Commissioners  (1889),  Edinburgh, 
No.  1,  Regulations  for  Degrees  in 
Medicine)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  324.] 


Questions.  1794 

FORESHORES. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  4th  August,  1906,  directing  the 
application  of  moneys  received  by  the 
aoaxA  of  Trade  in  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1906,  in  respect  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  Crown  in  the  Foreshores 
of  the  United  Kingdom  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES 


Postmen's  Wages. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if,  for  purposes  of 
comparison,  the  postmaster  of  Belfast 
recently  obtained  statements  of  the  wages 
paid  to  employees  from  the  principal  busi- 
ness houses  in  the  city  ;  and.if  so,  would 
the  Postmaster-Greneral  explain  why  it  was 
stated  by  the  postmaster  of  Belfast, 
before  the  Select  Committee  of  Inquiry 
on  post  office  servants,  that  he  was  not 
aware  such  comparisons  had  been  made. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  statement  by  the  postmaster  of 
Belfast  before  the  Select  Committee  was 
perfectly  correct.  He  was  giving  evidence 
about  postmen  only,  and  he  had  made 
no  inquiries  and  obtained  no  information 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison  with  the 
wages  of  postmen. 

Qualifications  of  Telegraphistb. 
Mr.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  he  will  direct  that  telegraphists 
(male)  at  Belfast  who  are  about  to  be 
tested  in  the  higher  duties  of  their  class, 
with  the  view  of  passing  the  efficiency 
bar,  will  be  afforded  beforehand  proper 
facilities  to  enable  them  to  become 
familiar  with  the  details  of  such  test 
duties,  particularly  with  regard  to 
counter  work,  and  that  before  being 
required  to  take  charge  of  the  counter 
they  will  have  some  experience  of  counter 
work  generally. 

{Answered   by  Mr.    Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  Answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

Postal  Delivery  of  Oircnlars. 
Mr.  DU    CROS   (Hastings):   To  ask 
the    Postmaster  -  General    whether,     in 
order  to  prevent  delay  in  the  delivery  of 
302 
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ordinary  correspondence  there  is  any 
rule  limiting  the  number  of  circulars  to 
be  taken  out  with  the  regular  deliveries  ; 
if  so,  what  is  the  number  for  each  walk. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
It  is  the  practice  to  make  special 
deliveries  of  circulars  when  the  regular 
deliveries  would  be  seriously  delayed  if 
they  were  taken  out  with  the  letters ; 
but  no  definite  number  has  been  fixed, 
as  the  circumstances  must  necessarily 
rary. 

Imported  Cement- 
Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  can  give  the  number 
of  tons  of  foreign  cement  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom  in  1905,  and  the 
countries  from  which  such  cement 
came  ;  also  whether  he  can  give  the 
names  of  the  firms  in  this  country  to 
whom  the  cement  was  consigned,  the 
ports  at  which  it  was  unloaded  and 
stored,  and  the  work  upon  which  such 
cement  was  used ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  great  bulk  of  such  imported 
cement  is  retailed  as  British  Portland 
cement;    and  what  action,  if  any,    he 

ftroposes  to  take  to  protect  the  public 
rom  fraud  of  this  character. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge.)  A 
statement  has  been  prepared  and  will  be 
communicated  to  the  hon.  Member 
giving  all  the  information  available  as  to 
the  quantity  of  cement  imported  from 
foreign  countries  into  the  United 
Kingdom  at  the  various  ports  during 
1905.  The  names  of  the  ultimate 
consignees  of  the  cement  cannot  be 
given  as  the  law  only  requires  the  names 
of  the  importers  or  agents  to  be  furnished 
in  the  "entries."  Imported  Portland 
cement  bearing  marks  implying  that  the 
goods  are  of  British  manufacture  would 
be  required  to  have  these  marks  duly 
qualified,  so  as  to  aiford  a  definite  indica- 
tion of  the  country  of  origin,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
Section  16  of  The  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  1887.  As  to  retail  sale,  a  false 
trade  description  would  appear  to  be 
applied  if  foreign  Portland  cement  were 
retailed  as  British,  and  it  would  be  open 
to  anyone  aggrieved  to  take  action  under 
the  Act  referred  to. 


Meetinc  of  Intermediate  Board.  IreUod. 
Mk.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loid- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  reference  to 
the  refusal  of  the  Intermediate  Education 
Board  for  Ireland  to  furnish  to  Parlia- 
ment the  minutes  of  their  meetings, 
whether  the  meetings  of  the  Board  are 
and  must  be  conducted  in  secret ;  if  so, 
has  the  Board  any  ex^nation  to  give  of 
the  fact  that,  while  the  minutes  of  ita 
meetings  have  been  denied  to  Parliameot, 
full  information  of  the  nature  of  its 
recent  proceedings  appears  to  have  been 
communicated  to  one  of  the  Dnblin 
Unionist  newspapers;  and,  if  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  are  not  neoeesarily 
secret,  whether  there  is  anything  to  pre- 
vent the  Board  from  pablishing  ita 
minutes  and  admitting  representatives  of 
the  Press  to  its  meetings. 

(Answered    by     Mr.     Bryoe.)      Th& 

meetings  of  the  Intermediate  Board  are 
not  open  to  the  public,  and  as  it  is  an 
administrative  Board  it  is  undesirable  that 
they  should  be.  The  Intermediate 
Education  Board  inform  me  that  they  are 
not  aware  that  a  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings has  at  any  time  been  communicated 
to  any  newspaper.  It  would,  therefore., 
appear  that  any  information  as  to  the 
Board's  proceedings  which  may  have  been 
(as  alleged)  communicated  to  the  public 
Press  can  only  have  been  so  communi- 
cated through  a  breach  of  confidence.  If 
this  has  occurred  there  must  have  been  a 
grave  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  person  who  has  been  guilty  of  such 
conduct  as  is  alleged  in  the  Question, 
With  regard  to  the  publication  of  the 
minutes  of  the  Board,  I  beg  to  refer  the 
honourable  Member  to  my  reply  to  th» 
Question  of  the  honourable  Member  for 
West  Kerry  on  the  Slst  ultimo,  in  which 
I  stated  that  the  Board  declined  to  send 
their  minutes,  which  had,  as  they  said, 
been  always  regarded  as  private  and 
confidentii^. 

Begolations  for  Secondary  Schools- 
Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  To- 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Ednca- 
tion,  whether,  under  paragraph  8  of  tb& 
Regulations  of  the  Board  for  Secondary 
Schools,  a  scholar  may  be  placed  in  the 
course  of  one  year  for  certain  subjects  and 
in  the  course  of  another  year  for  other 
subjects,  according  to  the  child's  capacity,, 
or  whether  if  a  child  be  jdaced   in  or 
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promoted  to  any  special  part  of  the 
coarse,  he  mast  follow  that  course  in  all 
«abj  'Cts. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  usual 
practice  is  for  a  scholar  to  be  placed  in  a 
certain  year's  course  for  all  subjects ;  but 
.  where  circumstances  render  it  expedient, 
or  better  for  the  scholar,  the  method 
referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion may  be  followed^ 

Assistant  Clerks. 
Mr.  J.  P.  NANNETTI  (Dublin, 
C!ollege  Green) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  if  he  can  state  the  number 
of  assistant  clerks  (new  class)  employed 
in  each  Grovemment  department  m  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  the  number  of 
promotions  that  have  been  made  to  the 
Second  Division  in  these  offices  since 
assistant  clerks  (new  class)  were 
appointed. 

[Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna) :  It 
would  not  be  possible  without  much  time 
and  trouble  to  inform  the  hon.  Member 
of  the  number  of  assistant  clerks  (new 
class)  employed  severallv  in  each  depart- 
ment, although  no  doubt  a  rough 
approximation  could  be  arrived  at  from 
toe  Estimates.  I  am,  however,  able  to 
state  in  continuation  of  information 
supplied  in  former  years  that  the  number 
of  appointments  made  to  the  new  class  of 
assistant  clerks  since  that  grade  was 
constituted  is  2,146,  and  that  the  total 
number  promoted  to  the  second  division 
up  to  31st  July,  1906,  is  56.  | 

Inland  Bevenne— Infection. 
Mr,  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.):    To  I 
ask    the    Secretary    to     the     Treasury ' 
whether,  as  there  is  an  experienced  staff  I 
of  inspectors  for  the  annual  inspection  of 
the  outdoor  branch  of  the  Inland  Bevenue 
service,  he  will  explain  the  object  of  the 
inspection  undertaken  annually  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Board  ; 
whether  that  official  has  any  experience 
of  the  outdoor  work  of  the  Department, 
and  what  is    the    annual    cost    of    his 
services  in  this  respect. 

(Antuxred  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  There 
ia  no  formal  inspection  by  the  Secretary. 
From  time  to  time,  not  every  year,  he 
visits  selected  places.  These  visits 
greatly  conduce,  in  the  opinion  of  the 


Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  Department.      The  cost  is  trifling. 

Legislative  Oonncil  of  the  Punjab. 

Sir  H.  COTTON  (Nottingham,  E.): 

To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 

whether    the    Committee    appointed   to 

consider  the  reorganisation  of  legislative 

councils  in  India  will  take  into  their  con- 

;  sideration  the  case  of    the    legislative 

'  council  of    the   Punjab,   to    which    the 

privileges  of  interpellation,  or  of  discos- 

I  sing  the    Budget,  or    of    any    form    of 

popular  representation,  have  not  yet  been 

I  extended. 
I 

{.4nsv>ered   by  Mr.    Secretary   Morley.) 

I I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  answer  thiF 
Question. 

Begistration  of  Title,  Oonnty  Cork 
Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  doubts  have 
been  thrown  on  the  qualifications  and 
validity  of  appointment  of  the  local  regis- 
tration of  title  for  county  Cork  under  The 
Local  Registration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Act, 
1891 ;  will  he  say  if  fees  are  collected 
from  applicants  for  registration  of  their 
titles  and  from  transferees  of  charges  on 
registerea  land  in  respect  of  transfers ; 
are  these  fees  collected  in  cash  or  by 
means  of  stamps,  and  to  what  account 
are  they  paid;  under  what  authority, 
statutory  or  otherwise,  are  these  fees 
collected,  and  by  whom;  and  is  their 
collection  with  the  approval  of  the  Irish 
Government. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  beg  to 
refer  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  to  the 
Answer  given  by  the  Attorney -General 
for  Ireland  to  his  Question  on  this  subject 
on  Thursday  last.  That  Answer  details 
the  statutory  authority  under  which  fees 
are  collected.  The  approval  of  the 
Government  to  their  collection  is  not 
necessary. 

Tarbert  Process  Server. 
Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Captain  Robert  Leslie,  D.L.,  Tarbert, 
county  Kerry,  and  his  solicitor,  Mr. 
Thomas  Windle,  compelled  with  threats 
of  instant  dismissal  the  process  server  of 
Tarbert  to  serve  notices  to  quit  on  some 
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town  tenants  of  Captain  Leslie,  and  that 
as  a  result  the  civil  bill  officer  has  left  the 
country  rather  than  serve  any  more 
such  notices ;  and  will  he  say  if  it  is  part 
of  the  duty  of  a  civil  bill  officer  to  serve 
such  notices  for  a  landlord  or  his  solicitor ; 
and,  if  not,  will  any  notice  be  taken  of 
this  conduct  on  the  part  of  a  magistrate 
and  a  solicitor. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Bryce.)  I  am  infor- 
med that  Michael  Mansan,  process  and 
summons  server,  Taroert,  failed  to 
appear  at  last  Idstowel  quarter  sessions, 
that  he  had  neglected  to  serve 
several  processes,  and  had  been  fined 
at  the  previous  quarter  sessions  for 
neglect  of  duty.  I  am  further  informed 
that  it  is  not  the  fact  that  Mangan  was 
threatened  by  either  Captain  Leslie  or 
Mr.  Windle.  I  am  advised  i,that  it  is  no 
part  of  the  duty  of  a  civil  bill  officer  to 
serve  notices  to  quit.  In  any  event  civil 
bill  officers  are  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Court  Judge*  and  not  of  the 
Executive  Government. 

Case  of  War  Office  Olerks. 

Mr.  flavin  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  whether  he  will  state 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  test  the 
accuracy  of  the  Official  Minutes  in  the 
War  Office  Files  Nos.  74705  and  74706, 
dated  respectively  17th  and  20th  April 
1899  and  17th  March  1900  ;  and  whether 
the  money  involved,  of  which  the  three 
established  Civil  Service  clerks  concerned 
were  deprived,  as  stated  on  16th  June 
1904,  can  now  be  publicly  inquired  into. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  cases  of  these  three  clerks  have  been 
fully  considered  by  my  predecessors,  and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  re-open  them. 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Turbines  for  Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  how  many  of  the  torpedo 
l)oat  destroyers  included  in  this  year's 
Estimates  will  be  fitted  with  turbine 
machinery ;  and  whether  any  provision 
will  be  made  on  those  vessels  for  opening 
the  turbine  cases  while  at  sea  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  repairs. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Dun- 
dee) :   All  the  destroyers  included  in  this 


year's  programme  of  new  constmcticn 
will  be  fitted  with  turbines.  The  details 
of  the  designs  are  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  what  provision 
of  artisans  and  machinery  will  be  made 
on  foreign  stations  for  carrying  out 
serious  repairs  to  turbines. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  This 
question  is  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
make  any  statement  at  present. 

Bush  CkMutgnard  Stations— Bight  of  Way- 
Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  on  Thursday  the  :26th  July 
last,  an  inhabitant  of  Rush,  ooon^ 
Dublin,  was  prevented  by  several  men  of 
the  coastguard  station  at  that  place  from 
going  through  a  passway  which,  though 
It  has  a  gate  at  either  end,  has  been  open 
to  the  public  for  thirty-two  years  without 
restriction,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  only  direct 
way  of  getting  to  the  beach  from  one 
side  of  the  town  of  Rush  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Walsh,  in  the  effort  to 
prevent  him  from  going  through  the 
passway  mentioned,  was  violently 
assaulted  and  dragged  along  the  ground 
for  a  considerable  distance,  with  the 
result  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  go 
under  the  care  of  a  local  medical  doctor  ; 
will  he  say  why  this  attempt  was  made, 
after  thirty-two  years,  to  shut  out  the 
public  from  access  to  the  beach  at  Rash 
through  the  passage  mentioned ;  and 
what  action  the  Government  propose  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  lam 
making  inquiries  in  regard  to  this  inci- 
dent, and  will  communicate  the  result  to 
the  hon.  Member  in  due  course. 

Tbe  Lance. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  it  is  in- 
tended to  permit  lancer  regiments  to 
resume  the  lance  as  a  complement  to 
their  present  service  equipment. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) :  The 
instructions  laid  down  in  Army  Order  39 
of  March  1903  with  regard  to  the  use  of 
the  lance  are  still  in  force  but  they  are 
under  consideration. 
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Oimrcli  of  EngUnd  in  Natal. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
revenues  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
Natal  have  been  locked  up  for  years, 
unable  to  be  used  by  the  curators  because 
there  is  no  Bishop  of  Natal ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  refusd  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  to  consecrate  a  bishop,  he 
proposes  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARYof 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.) :  It  is 
not  proposed  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matter. 

Tilonke's  Oase. 
Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  His  Majesty's  Government 
has  had  any  information  from  the 
Natal  Government  stating  why  Tilonke 
is  being  tried  by  court-martial, 
although  he  was  not  taken  in  the 
field ;  why  his  counsel  has  been  refused 
an  adequate  time  to  prepare  for 
his  defence ;  why  no  representatives  of 
the  public  are  allowed  to  be  present  at 
the  trial ;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Grovemment  has  made  representations  to 
the  Natal  Government  pointing  out  that 
such  trials  are  not  in  accordance  with  the 
promises  made  to  this  House. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  regret  to  say 
the  Secretary  of  State  has  not  received 
any  information  from  the  Natal  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject. 

Oermany  and  Abyssinia. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  commercial  Treaty  recently 
concluded  between  Germany  and  Abys- 
sinia, exempts  German  subjects  in 
Abyssinia  from  the  jurisdiction  of  native 
Abyssinian  Courts  and  places  them  under 
German  Consular  jurisdiction;  whether 
English  subjects  are  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Abyssinian  Courts ;  and,  if 
80,  whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps 
to  obtain  for  English  subjects  the  same 
privilege  which  German  subjects  now 
enjoy. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN    AFFAIRS    (Sir    Edward 


Grry,  Northumberland,  Berwick):  The 
Answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  negative.  No  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  exempting  the  subjects  of 
any  foreign  Power  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  these  Courts. 

Income  Tax  on  Foreign  Trades. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  decision 
of  tJie  House  of  Lords  to  the  eOect  that 
companies  whose  office  is  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  whose  property  is  situated 
in  foreign  countries  or  in  other  parts  of 
the  B  itish  Empire,  are  liable  to  pay 
Income  Tax  in  this  country  as  well  ts 
where  their  property  is  situated ;  whether 
he  has  considered  the  probable  loss  of 
business  to  this  country  which  this 
decision  may  entail;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  steps  in  the 
matter. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Asquith,  Fifeshire,  E.) : 
The  decision  in  question  laid  down  no  new 
principle,  and  was  in  accordance  with 
the  current  of  authority  for  the  last 
thirty  years.  The  Question  which  arose, 
and  which  was  anwered  in  the  affirmative, 
was,  whether,  upon  the  facts  stated,  the 
company  was  "resident"  within  ihe 
United  Kingdom  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Income  Tax  Acts.  I  see  no  reason  to 
think  that  this  judgment,  which  involves 
no  alteration  in  the  existing  law  and 
practice,  will  produce  injurious  effects ; 
and  I  do  not  propose  to  take  any  steps 
in  the  matter. 

Imports  of  Oement. 
Mr.  J.  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  can  give 
the  number  of  tons  of  foreign  cement 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
in  1905,  and  the  countries  from  which 
such  cement  came ;  also  whether  he 
can  give  the  names  of  the  firms  in 
this  country  to  whom  the  cement  was 
consigned,  the  ports  at  which  it  was 
unloaded  and  stored,  and  the  work  upon 
which  such  cement  was  used ;  whether 
he  is  aware  th  it  the  great  bulk  of  such 
imported  cement  is  retailed  as  British 
Portland  cement;  and  what  action,  if 
any,  he  proposes  to  take  to  protect  the 
public  from  fraud  of  this  character. 
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The  president  of  the  BOARD  or 
TRA-DE  (Mr.  Lloyd-Georgb,  Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  A  statement  faas  been  pre- 

Eared  and  will  be  communicated  to  the 
on.  Member  giving  all  the  information 
available  as  to  the  quantity  of  cement 
imported  from  foreign  countries  into 
the  United  Kingdom  at  the  various  ports 
daring  1905.  The  names  of  the  ultimate 
consignees  of  the  cement  cannot  be  given 
as  the  law  only  requires  the  names  of 
the  importers  or  agents  to  be  furnished 
in  the  "entries."  Imported  Portland 
cement  bearing  marks  implying  that 
the  goods  are  of  British  manufacture 
Would  be  required  to  have  these  marks 
dul^  qualified,  so  as  to  afibrd  a  defiinite 
indication  of  the  country  of  origin,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
Section  16  of  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  1887.  As  to  retail  sale,  a  false 
trade  description  would  appear  to  be 
applied  if  foreign  Portland  cement  were 
retailed  as  British,  and  it  would  be  open 
to  anyone  aggrieved  to  take  action  under 
the  Act  referred  to. 

London  Water  Supply- 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Gtovernment 
Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  statement  of  Sir  Alexander 
Binnie  that  the  River  Thames  and  Lea, 
from  which  the  drinking  water  of  London 
is  drawn,  receive  above  the  waterworks 
intakes  the  more  or  less  clarified  sewage 
of  1,000,000  persons  in  the  case  of  the 
Thames  and  about  250,000  in  the  case 
of  the  Lea,  and  that  the  late  Sir  George 
Buchanan,  principal  medical  officer  of 
the  Local  Grovernment  Board,  stated  that 
the  drinking  of  such  contaminated  water 
ultimately  results  in  death  and  disease  to 
the  consumers;  and  whether  it  is  pro- 
posed to  take  any  steps  to  secure  a  purer 
water  supply  for  London. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  I  have  seen  the 
statement  made  by  Sir  Alexander  Binnie. 
I  am  informed  that  the  whole  question  of 
the  adequacy  of  the  works  of  the  Water 
Board  and  existing  sources  to  deal  with 
the  present  and  future  population  of 
the  water  area  is  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  a  Committee  of  that  Board. 

Kinder  Beserroir,  Derbyshire. 
Mr.    J.    WARD:    I  beg   to  ask  the 
President    of    the    Local    Grovernment 


Board  whether  he  has  received  any  reply 
from  the  Stockport  Corporation  witib 
reference  to  the  stoppage  of  work  at  the 
Kinder  Reservoir,  Derbyshire  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  state  the  terms  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  have  received 
a  reply  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
work  at  the.  reservoir  has  not  been 
stopped  altogether,  and  that  portions  ot 
it  are  being  proceeded  with  at  the  present 
time,  but  that  owing  to  difficulties  with 
regard  to  the  foundation  of  the  dam, 
part  of  the  work  has  been  suspended. 
It  further  appears  that  the  largest  number 
of  persons  at  any  time  employed  on  the 
work  was  321  in  August,  1905.  The 
number  at  present  employed  is  twenty- 
five.  It  became  necessary  for  a  Urge 
number  of  the  men  to  find  other  employ- 
ment, but,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
at  present  only  one  man  of  those  formerly 
employed  is  without  work.  Almost  aU 
the  married  men  found  employment  on 
another  work  in  the  neighbourhood  whidi 
is  being  executed  for  the  corporation, 
others  have  gone  to  the  Derwent  Valley 
Water  Works,  and  others  to  GarstiMi, 
where  a  new  dock  is  being  made.  It  is 
stated  that  there  was  at  one  time  a 
little  distress,  but  that  this  was  relieved 
out  of  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Work- 
men's Institute  which  is  assisted  by  the 
corporation  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
there  is  no  distress  now. 


STREET  BETTING  BILL  [Lords]. 
As  amended,  to  be  printed.     [Bill  343.] 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION)  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


ADJOURNMENT  (AUTUMN  SITTING). 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed : 
"  That  this  House  at  its  rising  to-day 
do  adjourn  until  Tuesday,  OctobOT 
23rd  next,  and  that  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session  Government  business 
have  preoedence  at  every  sitting,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  Government  business 
on  each  day  lir.  Speaker  do  adjonm  the 
House  vrithout  question  put."-— (iSir  H. 
Camphdl-Battnernutn.) 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.)  said  he 
desired  to  raise  several  questions  dealing 
with    educational    matters    in    Ireland. 
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He  complained  firstly  of  the  action  taken  i 
by  Dr.  Starkie,  head  of  the  Irish  Eduoa- 1 
tion  Board,  in  the  course  of  public  | 
speeches,  in  attacking  the  clerical  man- 
agers of  the  elementary  schools.  As  far  as 
he  himself  and  those  for  whom  he  spoke 
•were  concerned  they  had  no  doubt 
whatever  that  Dr.  Starkie  might 
be  a  very  clever  and  highly  edu- 
cated gentleman ;  they  had  nothing 
to  say  against  him  personally,  but  they 
did  complain  of  the  way  he  administered 
educational  afiairs  in  Ireland.  He  an- 
tagonised himself  and  put  himself  in 
opposition  to  the  best  educated  and 
most  powerful  force  in  Ireland,  viz., 
the  CathoUs  school  managers.  What 
-would  be  thought  of  the  official  heid  of 
the  Education  Department  in  England 
if  that  official  went  round  making 
speeches  attacking  the  clerical  managers 
of  elementary  schools  !  He  would  not 
be  allowed  to  do  it.  He  thought 
Dr.  Starkie  should  be  restrained ;  he 
should  be  put  into  another  sphere  for 
the  exercise  of  his  great  ability  and 
power  of  administration.  It  was  not 
the  cleverest  men  who  were  always  the 
best,  and  certainly  when  anyone  in 
Ireland  or  elsewhere  set  himself  in 
opposition  to  great  public  opinion  as 
•represented  by  the  Catholic  school 
managers,  he  had  very  little  chance  of 
dealing  with  matters  in  a  satisfactory 
'  manner.  He  and  other  Members  had 
argued  the  question  in  reference  to  the 
need  of  reform  and  iinprovement 
in  the  educational  afiairs  of  Ireland, 
and  he  believed  he  was  right  when  he 
said  th%t  the  present  Chief  Secretary  and 
the  Attorney-General  were  in  agreement 
that  things  were  unsatisfactory  and  in 
need  of  reform.  With  such  affinity 
of  feeling  one  might  expect  that  some- 
thing would  be  done,  but  they  had 
been  told  by  the  Prime  Minister  that 
there  was  little  hope  of  dealing  with  the 
question  in  the  Autumn  sitting.  There 
were  some  14,000  teachers  afEected  by  the 
pre83nt  position  of  things  in  Ireland.  It 
-was  impossible  to  have  a  prosperous 
country  if  its  primary  education  was 
neglected  and  left  in  the  present  ruinous 
condition  of  such  education  in  Ireland. 
He  would  suggest  that  the  Attorney- 
General  might  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  direct  his  attention  to  this  question 
during    the    coming    recess.     He    (Mr. 


Murphy)  knew  all  about  the  conditions 
under  which  boys  had  to  attend  the 
elementary  schools  and  of  the  little 
opportunity  given  them  to  make  head- 
way. A  little  expenditure  upon  these 
schools  would  make  their  condition 
more  suitable  for  eiucational  purposes, 
and  would  give  the  poor  children  who 
had  to  attend  them  clean  and  well 
furnished  rooms.  He  hoped  also  some 
provision  might  be  made  for  a  new  supply 
of  books.  Another  matter  he  wished 
to  bring  before  the  notice  of  the  House 
wis  that  of  the  civil  rights  of  teachers. 
He  was  informed  that  there  was  scarcely 
a  county  in  England  where  the  teachers 
were  not  allowed  to  enter  into  public  life, 
lu  Ireland,  however,  every  restriction 
was  placed  upon  the  teacher,  and  the 
result  was  that  they  were  practically 
slaves  at  the  mercy  of  the  Public  Depart- 
ment. Under  such  conditions  they  could 
not  educate  the  children  to  become  self 
reliant  and  self-respecting  men.  He  hoped 
reforms  would  be  immediately  secured 
in  this  direction.  Also,  he  hoped  that 
the  question  of  the  salaries  and  pensions 
of  teachers  would  be  considered.  It 
was  because  he  took  a  deep  interest  in 
primary  education  that  he  had  taken 
the  present  opportunity  of  referring 
to  these  matters,  and  he  hoped  the 
Attomey-(Jeneral,  who  had  always 
shown  the  greatest  courtesy,  would  mi^e 
it  his  business  to  represent  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  and  the  Department  that  there 
was  a  very  strong  feeUng  in  Ireland  with 
regard  to  primary  education,  and  that 
such  a  state  of  affairs  as  at  present 
existed  could  not  be  tolerated  much 
longer. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  also  caUed 
attention  to  grievances  in  regard  to 
Irish  education,  and  especially  to  the 
case  of  a  National  school  teacher  who  was 
dismissed  without  just  cause  by  the 
school  manager  and  was  only  able  to 
secure  a  reversal  of  the  decision  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  the  Board  in  Ireland,  by 
the  referees,  were  able  to  hold  an  inquiry 
into  the  facts.  He  complained  further 
that  the  Intermediate  Board  and  the 
National  Commissioners  were  not  duly 
responsible  to  this  House,  and  that 
there  was  often  undue  delay  in  the 
payment  of  teachers'  salaries.  The 
Irish    Administration    at    the    present 
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time  was  a  fraud  and  a  wanton.  There 
were  forty-one  Boards  in  Ireland  spending 
money  over  which  this  Parliament  had 
no  control.  [An  Hon.  Mxhber  :  Try 
Home  Rule.]  There  were  millions  of 
money  expended  of  which  Parliament, 
although  it  had  to  vote  the  cash,  had 
no  control  of  the  spending.  That  was  a 
state  of  affairs  which  if  not  promptly 
remedied  by  the  present  Government 
would  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  another 
Government  which  would  have  to  be 
substituted  for  the  present  one. 

The  attorney-general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Chekkt,  Liverpool, 
Exchange)  apologised  for  the  absence 
of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  hoped  that, 
considering  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
laborious  week,  the  House  would  excuse 
him.  Hon.  Members  from  Ireland  would 
remember  in  an  especial  degree  the 
amount  of  trouble  and  anxiety  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  gone  throiigh 
in  connection  with  the  Labourers  Bill, 
which  in  a  few  minutes  would  receive 
the  royal  assent.  Everybody  would 
agree  that  the  Government  had  done 
an  act  which  would  certainly  conduce  to 
the  increased  prosperity  of  a  great  mass 
of  the  Irish  people  in  securing  that  the 
measure  should  be  passed  into  law 
before  the  adjournment  for  the  sununer 
recess.  Everyone  concerned  in  Irish 
administration  would  admit  the  extreme 
importance  of  the  questions  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Kerry  and  the 
pressing  call  there  was  for  legislating  on 
them.  But  they  could  not  do  everything 
at  once,  and  the  Government  would  not 
have  been  expected  during  the  course  of 
the  present  session  to  deal  with  such  a 
thorny  question  as  Irish  primary  educa- 
tion while  they  were  passing  the 
Labourers  Bill  through  the  House. 
Primary  education  had  been  neglected 
in  a  shameful  manner  in  the  past.  It 
called  for  action  so  soon  as  the  House 
could  possibly  take  it.  He  lamented 
that  the  fimds  which  ought  to  have  been 
devoted  to  primary  education  corres- 
ponding to  the  funds  devoted  in 
England  to  that  purpose  had  been 
diverted  and  applied  in  other  directions. 
That  was  one  of  the  most  regret- 
table circumstances  connected  with 
the  late  administration  of  Ireland.  They 
were  face  to  fare  with  a  great  financial 
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difficulty.  If  the  position  of  primary 
education  was  to  be  improved  and 
the  schools  were  to  be  properly  equipped, 
the  teachers  properly  paid  and  the 
pupils  given  proper  education,  it  would 
need  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of 
money.  [CHes  of  "The  development 
grant."]  That  grant  had  already  been 
assigned  to  so  many  subjects  that  he 
doubted  whether  any  sum  would  be 
available  from  that  grant  for  this  par- 
ticular purpose. 

Ms.  SLOAN :  Assign  it  to  the  original 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 

Mr.  CHERRY  said  he  could  not  make 
a  complete  change  at  once.  The  Grovem- 
ment  would  by  some  way  or  another 
secure  sufficient  fxmds  for  primary  educa- 
tion. Every  member  of  the  Government 
regarded  the  matter  as  being  of  as  much 
importance  in  Ireland  as  in  Eng- 
land, and  it  must  be  dealt  with.  As  to 
Dr.  Starkie,  he  did  not  propose  to  enter 
into  details  of  that  question.  The  hon. 
Member  would  himself  recognise  what 
a  very  great  difficulty  every  permanent 
official  was  placed  in  owing  to  the  transi- 
tional stage  of  Irish  administration. 
Irish  administration  in  the  past  had 
been  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition. 
The  present  Government  hoped  to  make 
a  change  in  that,  and  it  was  one  of  thor 
most  earnest  hopes  that  in  the  course 
of  next  session  or  some  future  session 
the  administration  of  Ireland  would 
be  brought  intd  closer  connection  with 
the  people  of  Ireland.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  welcomed  those  changes.' 

Mb.  SLOAN :    What  changes  ? 

Mb.  CHERRY:  In  the  administra- 
tive boards. 

Mb.  SLOAN :  Yes,  I  should  welcome 
changes  in  the  administrative  boards, 
but  it  must  not'  be  assumed  that  I  shall 
welcome  the  changes  suggested  by  the 
Government. 

Mr.^JOHN^ O'CONNOR:  The  leo- 
pard cannot  change  his  spots. 

Mb.  cherry  hoped  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's    speech     would    be    remembered 
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in  the  future,  and  add  to  the  favour  in 
which  the  proposals  would  be  received 
by  the  House.  He  accepted  it  as  an 
indication  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  hon. 
Member  would  act,  and  hoped  it  would 
be  adopted  by  other  Members  who  sat 
for  Ulster  constituencies,  although  he 
could  not  say  he  had  much  confidence 
as  to  that.  Mention  had  been  made  of 
the  Intermediate  Board,  and  complaints 
were  made  that  it  was  not  responsible 
to  this  House.  Correspondence  on  that 
subject  had  been  going  on  between  the 
Board  and  the  Government,  and  it  would 
be  seen  when  that  correspondence  was 
published  that  the  Government  had 
been  asserting  most  strenously,  and 
would  continue  to  assert,  that  the  Board 
was  responsible  to  the  House.  Until 
the  Intermediate  Board  and  all  the 
other  Boards  were  made  lesponsible 
to  this  House  they  would  not  have 
good  government  in  Ireland.  It  was 
essential  that  the  administration  of  any 
country  should  be  under  the  control 
of  the  reoresentative  body. 

..  Mr.  MACKABNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) referred  to  one  or  two  aspects 
of  the  proposed  grant  of  self-government 
to  the  Transvaal.  On  the  general 
character  of  that  grant  of  self-govern- 
ment he  heartily  congratulated  Ministers. 
The  new  Constitution  had  the  great 
merit  of  being  based  upon  trust  of  the 
brave  people  who  fot^ht  against  us  in- 
stead of  the  distrust  which  marked  the 
Constitution  proposed  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  he  was  convinced  that  no 
measure  which  was  not  based  upon 
trust  would  ever  succeed.  He  passed 
over  the  objection  to  the  second 
Chamber,  which  was  only  provisional 
and  temporary,  but  the  withholding  of 
any  grant  of  responsible  government 
to  the  Orange  River  Colony  was  more 
serious.  Many  Members  on  the  Minis- 
terial side  were  highly  pleased  with 
the  attitude  of  the  Government  on 
the  Chinese  laboxir  question,  and 
welcomed  the  declaration  that  they 
would  not  tolerate  when  self-govern- 
ment was  introduced  any  land  of 
labour  which  was  accompamed  by  servile 
conditions.  It  was  welcome  because 
it  showed  the  Government  had  resumed 
that  attitude  towards  freedom  of  all 
labour  which  was  abandoned  by  the  late 


Government.  It  was  also  satisfactory 
as  showing  that  the  Government  would 
encourage  white  labour  in  the  mines  and 
throw  open  to  responsible  reputabl* 
persons  the  power  to  recruit  our  own 
black  subjects  to  take  part  in  the  working 
of  the  mines.  But  he  wished  to  point 
out  that  imder  the  proposed  policy  in 
the  Transvaal  the  existing  state  of 
things  in  relation  to  the  employment  of 
Chinese  labour  in  the  mines  would 
continue  for  some  years  unless  strin- 
gent measures  were  taken.  The  record  of 
murders  and  outrages  committed  by  the 
coolies  was  appalling,  and  by  the  herding 
together  of  50,000  Chinese  of  the  lowest 
class  without  women  a  horrible  moral 
cancer  had  been  introduced  into  our 
new  colony,  and  the  population  and 
settlers  in  the  Transvaal  were  becoming 
habituated  to  practices  that  had  always 
been  held  in  deepest  detestation  by  our 
race.  He  earnestly  pressed  upon  the 
Government  that  instead  of  waiting,  they 
should  make  every  effort  to  hasten  the 
repatriation  of  the  Chinese,  and,  as 
far  as  it  was  possible,  to  obtain  withdrawal 
of  hcences.  Instead  of  allowmg  5,000 
more  Chmese  to  come  in  and  adding  to 
the  gravity  of  the  situation,  they  should 
extend  the  admirable  policy  which  they 
htwl  begun,  and  persuade  certain  mine- 
owners  to  withdraw  the  licences  and  begin 
at  once  a  gradual  system  of  repatriation  of 
this  class  who  could  not  be  allowed 
to  remain  in  South  Africa  without 
contaminating  the  public  life  and  purity 
of  the  Colony.  He  held  that  the  whole 
policy  of  the  war  in  the  Transvaal  was  a 
gross  wrong  to  the  people  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, but  it  was  still  more  wrong  to 
introduce  into  that  Colony  this  terrible 
moral  cancer.  He  therefore  appealed 
to  the  Prime  Minister  to  press  on  the 
policy  of  repatriation. 

Mr.  FIENNES  (Oxfordshire,  Banbury) 
said  he  had  had  no  intention  of  speaking 
on  this  or  any  other  question  to-day,  but 
having  listened  to  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  and  because  recently  he 
had  felt  compelled  to  vote  against  his 
Party  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on 
this  question.  He  had  formed  his 
opinion  on  the  Chinese  question  from 
letters  received  from  South  Africa,  from 
men  who  were  in  his  Yeomanry  regiment 
and  who  were  now  working  in  the  mines ; 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1811 


Adjournment 


{COMMONS}  (Auttum  SUtifig).  1812 


men  who  though  they  disliked  the 
principle  of  Chinese  labour  said  the  only 
way  in  which  work  could  be  provided 
for  the  many  white  men  starving  in  the 
streets  at  that  time  was  to  have  more 
Chinese  labour.  There  always  was  a 
great  scarcity  of  natives  labour  in  the 
mines  even  before  the  war.  There 
were  now  50,000  Chinese  on  the  Rand. 
Those  50,000  were  finding  work  for 
6,000  white  men,  and  unless  a  substitute 
was  found  for  those  50,000  Chinese  the 
position  of  the  6,000  white  men  would  be 
jeopardised.  He  wotdd  be  only  too  glad  to 
see  50,000  white  men  take  their  place  ; 
he  would  be  only  too  glad  to  see  the 
experiment  of  Mr.  Creswell  carried  to 
successful  issue,  but  at  the  same  time 
if  that  could  not  be  done  substitute; 
for  these  50,000  Chinese  must  be 
found.  Until  they  could  find  th'se 
substitutes  they  would  be  running 
the  risk  of  throwing  out  of  work  6,000 
white  miners,  which  would  mean  a  loss 
of  four  seats.  Where,  then,  would  te 
our  British  supremacy  ?  He  would  like 
to  know  the  opinion  of  the  Ridgeway 
Committee  on  the  Chinese  labour  ques- 
tion. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL  was  understood  to 
say  that  there  was  no  allusion  to  Chinese 
labour  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  FIENNES  understood,  that,  but 
there  were  such  tilings  as  lobby  rumours, 
and  although  he  had  no  ground  for  his 
suggestion  he  would  be  glad  to  hear 
what  any  of  the  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee had  to  sayupon  the  labour  question. 
So  long  as  the  Boers  continued  through 
their  leaders  to  make  violent  speeches 
and  to  sow  sedition  as  they  had  done, 
it  was  dangerouB  to  give  them  a  con- 
stitution. It  it  were  true  that  the 
Boers  before  the  war  wished  to  drive 
us  into  the  sea — he  did  not  think  it  was 
true,  but  at  all  events  it  was  one  of  the 
pretences  on  which  we  went  to  war — 
then  ten  thousand  times  more  had-  the 
Boers  got  a  reason  now  for  wishing  to 
drive  us  out  of  South  Africa.  He  hoped 
and  trusted  with  all  his  heart  that  we 
might  be  able  to  imite  with  the  Boer 
nation,  who  proved  so  gallant  a  foe, 
and  he  believed  there  were  some  who 
wished  to  be  loyal  to  the  British  Crown, 
and  who  looked  forward  to  the  time  when 
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they  would  be  part  of  the  great  EUnpire 
which,  he  thought,  they  on  the  Ministerial 
side  had  as  much  reason  to  be  proud 
of  a>s  hon.  Members  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Bamsley,  who  was  unable  to  be  present 
to-day,  on  Thursday  last  called 
attention  to  the  failure  of  the  Chinese 
Government  to  carry  out  the  Mackav 
Treaty,  to  the  necessity  for  furtiier 
development  of  China  by  British  con- 
ceseions,  and  to  the  administration 
of  the  customs.  To  the  last  mentioned 
matter  he  himself  called  attention  on 
his  own  behalf,  and  on  behalf  of  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Montgomeryshire, 
who  was  unavoidably  absent.  The 
Secretary  of  State's  answer  to  a  question 
he  put  yesterday  disposed  for  the  present 
of  this  matter,  but  he  should  be  grateful 
if  he  could  give  any  reply  in  other  respects 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bamsley,  as  it  was  regarded  by  his  hon. 
friends  and  himself,  and  by  all  interested 
in  the  China  trade,  of  paramount  import- 
ance that  the  customs  should  remain 
as  before  under  European  control  and 
supervision.  An  imperial  decree  to  this 
effect  not  only  containing  the  conven- 
tional and  meaningless  ending,  "  trem- 
blingly obey,"  but  also  the  intention  that 
it  should  he  obeyed,  would  appear  to  be 
the  necessary  cure  for  the  present  situa- 
tion. He  should  be  grateful  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would  give  the  House 
any  information  regarding  the  so-called 
Baghdad  Railway  project,  a  name  which 
concealed  rather  than  illustrated  the 
immense  importance  of  the  scheme,  which 
the  representative  of  the  Foreign  0£Bce 
in  another  place  justly  described  as  one 
of  the  greatest  questions  of  our  time, 
of  similar  character,  and  of  equal 
moment  to,  the  Suez  Canal.  He  had 
endeavoured  to  show  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  formally  consented  in 
December,  1905,  to  allow  the  Turks  to 
include  military  expenditure  in  the 
Macedonian  Budget  on  the  condition 
that  the  deficit,  if  any,  should  be  sup- 
plied by  drafts  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance 
on  the  existing  customs  duties;  l^at 
there  was  an  annual  deficit  of  £600,000 
caused  by  military  expenditure,  which 
was  being  met  from  existing  customs; 
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and  that  it  was  as  clear  as  daylight ' 
that  if  they  consented  to  the  extra  3  per 
cent,  customs  duty  they  would  liberate 
more  than  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  the 
interest  on  capital,  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  carry  the  railway  through  the 
Taurus  range,  into  the  Mesopotamian 
plain,  whence  the  descent  to  the  Persian 
Gulf  was  easy  and  inexpensive.  We 
were  absolutely  bound  to  participate  in 
the  whole  scheme  under  some  inter- 
national arrangement  and  to  have  politi- 
cal control  of  the  Gulf  section,  under  pain 
of  losing  our  commercial  and  political 
position  in  Turkey,  Persia,  and  the  Gulf, 
of  having  the  flank  turned  of  our  Indian 
North-West  frontier,  and  of  seeing  our 
commanding  position  in  the  Middle  East 
seriously  compromised,  if  not  destroyed. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  show,  among  other 
things,  that  no  considerations  afiecting 
Macedonia,  the  possession  of  another 
independent  Power,  for  which  we  were 
not  responsible,  and  which  it  was  doubtful 
if  we  could  benefit,  could  justify  our 
consenting  to  the  increase  of  3  per  cent., 
except  upon  the  clearest  and  most  satis- 
factory guarantees  for  our  participation 
in  the  proposed  new  avenue  of  approach 
to  the  Persian  and  Arabian  Gulfs  and 
the  Indian  waters.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  considered  it  unwise  to  en- 
lighten the  House  as  to  the  situation, 
he  did  not  ask  for  any  revelations,  but  it 
would  be  a  comfort  to  know  that  he 
rightly  appreciated,  as  he  was  sure  he 
did,  the  true  proportions  of  the  Mace- 
donian question,  and  the  Baghdad  Rail- 
way, the  former  of  which  related  to  the 
weU-being  of  a  population,  sympathy 
with  which  should  not  blind  us  to  the 
political  and  commercial  necessities  of 
the  situation  as  regarded  our  own 
people.  There  was,  indeed,  little 
reason  to  believe  that  the  increase, 
if  sanctioned,  would  really  benefit  the 
people  of  Macedonia.  Another  subject 
he  was  concerned  about  was  that  of  the 
British  Indians  in  the  Transvaal.  The 
Government,  he  knew,  had  no  power  to 
coerce,  and  he  was  the  last  man  in  the 
Hoiise  to  wish  to  coerce  Colonial  ad- 
ministrations. But  certain  speeches, 
epithets,  and  opinions,  of  individual 
Members,  from  which  he  profoundly 
differed,  and  which  he  deeply  deplored, 
had  found  their  way  to  South  Africa 
where    they    occasioned    very    natural 


and  very  deep  feelings  of  resentment. 
When,  therefore,  a  Member,  who  regarded 
intervention  from  home  in  domestic 
Colonial  affairs  as  generally  unjustifiable 
and  almost  always  disastrous,  lifted  up 
his  voice  in  solemn  protest  against  the 
treatment  of  our  humane,  civilised, 
and,  in  spite  of  intolerable  provocation, 
always  to  the  last  degree  helpful  and 
friendly  Indian  fellow  subjects,  it  was 
permissible  to  hope  it  would  be  taken  in 
good  part  by  the  Colonial  Government 
concerned,  which  indeed  might  reasonably 
reflect  that  its  attitude  in  this  behalf 
gave  the  only  possible  justification  which 
could  be  found  for  the  ungenerous 
criticisms  and  unfounded  accusations  of 
those  who  regarded  our  own  flesh  and 
blood  in  our  own  Colonies  as  oppressors 
of  coloured  and  subject  races. 

Mr.  J.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester)  desireH  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  matter  germane 
to  a  Question  which  he  had  had  several 
times  on  the  Paper.  But  first  of  all 
he  would  ask  the  Under-Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  a  Question  which  arose  out 
of  his  recent  statement  about  the 
Transvaal  Constitution.  Would  it  be 
possible  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
give  the  House  some  information  as  to 
whether  the  Transvaal  Parliament,  when 
it  was  elected,  could  immediately  proceed 
to  change  certain  matters  provided  for 
under  its  constitution.  He  referred,  for 
instance,  to  the  boundaries  of  constitu- 
encies. Would  it  be  competent  for  the 
Transvaal  Parliament  within  the  next 
year  or  so,  say,  to  appoint  a  re-redistribu- 
tion commission,  or  to  enfranchise 
women  1  How  far  were  the  establish- 
ment of  a  second  chamber,  the  basis  of 
the  franchise,  the  exclusion  of  the  natives, 
and  the  particular  constituencies  fixed 
by  the  Letters  Patent  that  had  been 
issued,  and  how  far  could  they  be  the 
subject  of  Bills  that  might  be  immedi- 
ately introduced  into  the  new  Parlia- 
ment 1  With  reference  to  the  Question 
on  the  Paper  to-day  in  his  name  he  should 
like  to  say  that  he  totally  disagreed  with 
his  hon.  friend  who  had  just  addressed 
the  House  in  his  view  of  Empire.  He 
did  not  hold  the  idea  of  a  little  corner  of 
the  Empire  doing  what  it  hked  without 
admitting  that  the  rest  of  the  Empire 
had  any  right  to  interfere  or  to  advise. 
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If  we  were  to  have  an  Empire  we  must 
have  something  that  corresponded  to  a 
political  imity,  and  if  we  were  going  to 
have  that  then  the  parts  of  the  Empire 
that  shared  in  the  glory,  pretension,  and 
honour  of  belonging  to  it  must,  as  a 
^id  fro  quo,  aUow  some  central  Im- 
perial authority  to  take  charge  of  the 
traditions,  the  honour,  and  the  repu- 
tation of  the  whole.  He  defied  any 
Imperialist  to  come  to  a  conclusion 
as  to  Empire  apart  from  that,  and, 
having  come  to  that  conclusion,  he  defied 
anyone  to  supplement  that  conclusion 
with  any  such  doctrine  as  had  been  stated 
this  afternoon.  The  point  he  wished 
to  raise  was  the  present  operation  of 
martial  law  in  Natal,  and  particularly  in 
connection  with  the  trial  which  was  either 
proceeding  or  had  finished  this  week. 
The  chief  Tilonkwe  was  invited  by  the 
Minister  for  Native  Affairs  to  go  to 
Pietermaritzburg  a  week  ago  last  Monday. 
Tilonkwe  went,  and  was  immediately 
arrested,  and  was  told  that  he  was 
to  be  tried  by  court-martial.  The  news- 
papers immediately  published  that  the 
result  of  the  trial  was  to  be  that  Tilonkwe 
was  to  be  either  shot  or  hanged.  After 
this  was  known,  the  Minister,  or  some 
responsible  authority,  allowed  him  to 
return  to  his  tribe  for  the  remainder 
of  the  week,  when  he  was  again  sum- 
moned to  Pietermaritzburg,  and  last 
Monday  he  was  to  be  tried  before  the 
«ourt-martiaI.  That  was  in  accordance 
with  the  statement  made  by  the  Under- 
Secretary  in  reply  to  a  Question.  He 
was  not  going  to  make  any  charge, 
but  here  was  the  case  of  a  chief  who 
was  told  to  go  to  Pietermaritzburg,  and 
when  he  obeyed  the  instruction  was 
arrested  and  condemned  to  trial  by 
oourt-martial.  Then  he  was  informed  that 
he  was  going  to  be  shot,  and  next  that 
he  could  go  back  to  his  tribe  for  a  few 
<lay8,  after  which  he  was  to  return  to 
Pietermaritzburg  to  undergo  his  trial. 
Suxely  a  man  would  not  obey  a  second 
summons  under  such  circumstances.  If 
the  Minister  for  War  ordered  a  court- 
martial  to  be  held  upon  him  (Mr. 
Macdonald),  and  he  was  told  that  he 
was  going  to  be  shot  or  hanged  in 
the  course  of  a  week,  he  thought 
he  should  try  to  get  a  passage  to 
America  or  some  other  place  where  a 
Mr.  J.  Ramsay  Macdonald. 


writ  eould  not  be  served  upon  him. 
Supposing  Tilonkwe  had  refused  to 
obey  the  second  summons,  his  tribe 
would  have  been  said  to  be  in  rebellion, 
and  an  armed  force  would  have  been 
sent  to  vindicate  the  honour  and  secure 
the  safety  of  the  Colony.  Last  Monday, 
however,  TUonkwe  returned,  and  he 
thought  this  House  ought  to  pass  a 
special  vote  of  thanks  to  him  for  having 
done  so.  Tilonkwe  was  an  exceedingly 
trustful  man  for  having  appeared  in 
spite  of  his  having  been  told  that  he 
was  to  be  shot  or  hanged.  Then  he  was 
brought  before  the  court-martial,  and 
counsel  was  provided  for  him.  The 
counsel  informed  the  Court  that  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  for  him  to  go  into 
the  papers  in  the  time.  The  accusations 
made  against  Tilonkwe  included  deeds 
beginning  in  January  last,  before  martial 
law  was  proclaimed,  up  to  the  other  day, 
when  it  was  stated  he  had  said  or  done 
something  which  might  be  construed  into 
an  intention  to  commit  a  wrong.  Al- 
though Tilonkwe's  counsel  appealed  for 
time  in  which  to  examine  the  papers, 
the  Court  told  him  to  go  on  immediately 
with  the  case.  Certain  people  were  in 
the  Court  who  knew  Tilonkwe  personally, 
and  his  conduct  as  a  tribal  chief,  but 
they  were  at  once  ordered  out  of  Court. 
He  might  refer  to  one  in  particular 
whose  name  would  carry  weight  amongst 
impartial  people,  and  that  was  IKss 
Colenso,  who  at  great  personal  incon- 
venience went  to  Pietermaritzburg 
to  see,  so  far  as  she  could,  that 
justice  was  done.  She  was  informed 
that  she  had  no  business  to  be  present. 
So  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  read  the 
accounts,  whilst  everybody  else  were 
turned  out  of  court  the  Crown  witnesses 
were  allowed  to  remain  in  court  and  listen 
to  the  proceedings.  He  did  not  think  that 
was  exactly  the  kind  of  proceedings  that 
our  Natal  colonists  should  impose.  He 
had  asked  several  times  what  the  Govern- 
ment were  doing  in  the  matter.  They 
had  heard  a  great  deal  during  the 
previous  sitting  about  breaches  of 
pledges,  but  he  would  like  to  remind 
the  House  what  the  Under-Secretary 
said  in  reply  to  a  question  on  May  2nd 
regarding  courts-martial.     He  said — 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  has>  been  infomied 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Katal  €k>vein- 
ment    to  try  all    nativea   other   than    those 
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aotnally  taken  fighting  with  arms  in  their 
hands  by  the  civil  tribonak  and  not  by  courts- 
martial. 

It  was  not  alleged  that  Tilonkwe  was 
ever  in  the  field,  or  that  he  had  anything 
at  all  to  do  with  the  rebellion.  The 
only  allegation  was  that  he  said  some- 
thing rude  to  the  magistrates,  and  refused 
to  pay  his  poll  tax.  Therefore  trying 
Tilonkwe  by  court-martial  was  a  breach 
of  the  pledges  given  by  the  Natal  Govem- 
ment,  and  communicated  by  the  Under- 
l^retary  to  this  House.  It  was  quite 
impossible  to  carry  the  matter  further, 
and  all  they  could  do  was  to  u'^^ter  their 
protest  and  express  their  heartfelt  regret 
that  they  had  not  had  a  more  satisfactory 
Answer  to  the  Question  addressed  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  this  matter. 
He  was  exceedingly  sorry  that  they 
should  start  upon  their  holidays  with  such 
a  thing  as  this  pressing  on  their  minds, 
and  making  them  feel  imoomfortable 
lest  they  had  not  fulfilled  their  responsi- 
bilities to  the  Empire  in  respect  of  what 
was  going  on  in  Natal  at  the  present  time. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THB  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Chcbchill,  Manchester,  N.W.)  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  believe  that 
the  v'gilance  with  which  the  Secretary 
of  State  was  watching  what  took  place  in 
Natal  would  not  be  relaxed  in  the  short 
period  for  which  Parliament  was  about 
to  adjourn.  So  far  as  their  powers 
allowed  them  they  would  neglect  no 
opportunity  of  bringing  influence,  by 
way  of  friendly  counsel,  to  bear  upon 
the  Government  of  Natal.  A  very  great 
number  of  communications  passed  almost 
daily  between  the  Colonial  Office  and  the 
Governor  of  Natal,  and  the  Governor 
was  constantly  in  council  with  the 
responsible  Ministers  and  was  constantly 
receiving  from  those  Ministers  minutes 
which  were  transmitted  to  this  country. 
It  was  not  possible  for  the  Colonial 
Office  with  any  advantage  to  say  before- 
hand what  friendly  advice  they  would 
or  would  not  give  to  the  Natal 
Grovemment.  Any  statement  of  that 
kind  on  behalf  of  the  Government  here 
would  tend  to  ofiend  the  susceptibili- 
ties of  Colonial  self-government,  and 
remonstrances  or  advice  and  representa- 
tions which  might  otherwise  have  been 
considered  favourably  might  be  met  in  a 


harsh  and  unyielding  spirit,  and  hardly 
any  practical  result  would  be  achieved. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  did  not  si^est 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  breach 
of  faith  to  the  House.  He  gave  the 
House  the  full  substance  of  the  statement 
of  the  Natal  Government  with  regard 
to  their  intention  not  to  try  any  prisoners 
by  court-martial  except  those  found  in 
the  field  with  arms  in  their  hands.  But 
he  did  not  think  it  could  be  called  a 
pledge.  A  pledge  was  something  given 
in  return  for  value  received.  The  fact 
that  the  rebellion  had  extended  in  scope 
no  doubt  influenced  the  Natal  Govern- 
ment. As  to  the  case  of  Tilonkwe,  he 
had  not  heard  what  verdict  had  been 
given  by  the  court-martial,  but  the 
fact  that  the  chief  had  returned  to 
take  his  trial  showed  that  he  was  not 
apprehensive  about  the  proceedings.  In 
regard  to  the  sentences  that  had  been 
given  by  the  court-martial,  they  seemed 
to  him  to  be  not  at  all  disproportionate 
to  the  gravity  of  the  ofiences  proved 
against  the  persons  convicted.  He  had 
not  heard  of  any  capital  sentences  that 
were  likely  to  be  carried  into  execution, 
and  the  fact  that  the  Natal  Government 
had  brought  active  operations  in  the 
field  to  a  conclusion  would  no  doubt 
relieve  the  administration  of  justice 
from  anything  like  the  appearance  of 
severity. 

Mb.  KBIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil) 
asked  whether  there  had  been  any  con- 
fiscations of  lands. 

Me.  CHURCHILL  thought  there  was 
no  possibility  of  anything  of  the  kind 
being  apprehended  in  the  immediate 
future.  He  had  been  asked  whether  the 
Transvaal  Government  would  have 
authority  and  power  to  change  the  new 
Constitution.  He  hesitated  to  speak  on 
matters  of  constitutional  law.  He  could 
only  say,  speaking  without  authority  in 
such  a  matter,  that,  subject  to  the  assent 
of  the  Crown,  it  was  within  the  com- 
petence of  any  respoosible  Government 
to  make  any  changes  they  might  choose, 
within  their  own  jurisdiction,  either  in 
the  franchise  or  the  distribution  of  seats 
or  in  the  constitution  of  its  Legislature. 
With  regard  to  the  question  whether  it 
would  be  possible  for  the  new  Parlia- 
ment to  alter  the  boundaries  of  seats,  it 
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was  an  integral  part  of  the  Government's 
proposals  that  arrangements  should  be 
made  for  automatic  redistribution,  and 
he  had  no  ground  to  suppose  that  such 
a  power  would  be  twisted  to  any  partisan 
purpose.  He  thought  the  House  would 
agi:ee  that  the  Government  had  tried  to 
deal  with  the  Transvaal  in  a  perfectly 
fair  and  above-board  spirit.  They  had 
endeavoured  to  frame  a  Constitution 
that  would  give  all  the  elements  of  the 
country  a  fair  chance  of  having  their 
views  represented,  and  would  afford  no 
Party  an  unfair  triumph.  As  to  the 
question  of  a  Constitution  for  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  the  conditions  were  not 
the  same  there  as  in  the  Transvaal. 
There  was  no  register  of  voters  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony  as  there  was  in  the 
Transvaal,  ^nd  on  that  account  there 
must  be  delay  in  granting  a  Constitution 
to  the  Orange  River  Colony.  But  he 
did  not  think  it  was  an  extravagant  ex- 
pectation to  indulge  in  when  he  said 
that,  if  the  Government  continued  to 
receive  the  same  loyal  and  c  mfident 
co-operation  from  South  African  parties 
in  dealing  with  this  delicate  problem  as 
in  dealing  with  the  caw  of  the  Transvapl, 
they  hoped  to  see  both  these  Parliaments 
called  together  in  the  course  of  i  ext  year. 
He  wishwi  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Newbury  Division  of 
Berkshire.  On  several  occasions  he  had 
been  asked  for  information  about  cases  of 
murder  committed  by  Chinese  coolies, 
and  he  regretted  that  he  had  given  the 
House  a  wrong  impression  in  replying  to 
a  Question,  when  he  said  that  there  had 
been  twenty-seven  murders  among  the 
white  population.  On  investigation  it 
was  discovered  that  only  two  of  these 
twenty-seven  were  murders  of  white 
people,  and  that  the  rest  were  com- 
mitted by  coolies  upon  their  fellow- 
labourers.  [An  Hon.  Mehbeb  :  Or 
blacks.]  He  had  laid  before  the  House 
on  other  occasions  the  plans  which  the 
Government  had  sanctioned  for  improving 
the  security  of  the  population  other  than 
Chinese  against  outrage.  They  believed 
and  hoped  that  there  would  be  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  -violent  crimes  which  had 
taken  place  lately  in  the  short  interval  in 
which  the  administration  of  these  matters 
would  remain  in  their  hands.  Whether 
the  extra  police  arrangements  would  be 
Mr.  Churchill. 


successful  or  not  he  could  not  attempt  to 
forecast  at  this  moment,  but  at  any  rate 
he  thought  hon.  Gentlemen  woold  agree 
that  it  would  be  much  easier  to  ad- 
minister and  have  effective  control  over 
the  Chinese  population,  and  effectively  to 
reduce  the  number  of  that  population,  if 
they  were  supported,  as  they  might  very 
shortly  be  supported,  by  the  opinion  of 
a  really  representative  Transvaal  Parlia- 
ment.   As  to  the  question  of  immorality, 
he  thought  it  most  be  quite  clear  t^t  the 
fact  of  so  large  a  population  living  under 
conditions    of    enforced    and    tumatoral 
celibacy    must    raise    very    disquieting 
reflections  in  the  mind  of   anyone  who 
contemplated  the  situation.     The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  rightly  stated  that  the 
law   in    the   Transvaal   imposed   severe 
punishments  on  whites  and  blacks  under 
certain  conditions,  and  he  himself  had 
not  heard  that  that  law  had  not  been 
put  in  operation  against  the  Chinese.    It 
certainly  should  be  put  in  operation,  and 
if  it  should  be  found  that  it  was  at  present 
neglected,   instructions  would   be  given 
to  secure  that  the  law  should  be  made 
operative.     But  the  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
ceeded to  speak  of  an  even  worse  aspect 
of    the    Clunese    labour    question.    He 
made  statements  as  to  the  unnatural  vice 
which  prevailed  in  the  mines.     The  hon. 
Gentleman    said   it   was   rampant   and 
obvious.    All  he  could  say  was  that  he 
had  never  seen  any  document  or  paper— 
and  a  good  many  came  before  him — frwn 
South  Africa  which  made  reference  to 
such  a  state  of  vice  in  the  mines  as  that 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Berkshire 
had  called  attention.    It  was  only  quite 
recently   that    the  hon.    Memb^,   and 
several  persons  from  South  Africa,  had 
brought  the  matter  to  the   knowledge 
of   his   noble    friend   Lord    Elgin.    He 
must    remind    the   hon.    Member    that 
when  he  asked  him  to  place  the  state- 
ments on  record  in  writing  he  declined 
to  avail    himself   of  that    opportunitT, 
and    consequently    the   Colonial    Office 
was  not    able  to    give    that  attention 
to  the   charges   which   no   doubt  they 
deserved.    Having  regard  to  the  later 
evidence  as  to  the  condition  of  thincs 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  brought 
forward,  it  was  necessary  that  immediate 
inquiry   should    be   made.    He    under- 
stood, indeed,  that  his  hon.  friend  had 
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had  several  consultations  with  his  noble 
friend   the   Secretary   of  State   for  the 
Colonies,  and  that  Lord  Elgin  has  assured 
bim  that  inquiries  would  be  immediately 
addressed    to    Lord    Selbome    on   the 
subject.    He    should    suppose   that,    in 
these  circumstances,  the  Colonial  Office 
would  be  in  possession  of  information  on 
the  subject  before  the  House  re-assembled. 
He  had  \ery  frequently  stated  to  the 
House  the  policy  of  the  Grovemment  in 
regard  to  Chinese  labour,  and,  in  the 
absence   of  new  facts,   they   were  not 
inclined  to  change  that  policy.     But,  if 
Buch  a  state  of  things  were  disclosed  as 
was  indicated  by  the  statements  which 
had  been  brought  before  them  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  if  the  charges  he  had 
made    could    be    maintained,    then    he 
thought  it  would  be  clear  that  the  general 
position  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
Chinese  labour,  even  during  the  transition 
period  with  which  they  were  dealing, 
would  have  to  be  entirely  revised.    The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the  Banbury 
division     of     Oxfordshire     spoke     with 
knowledge    on    the    suoject    of    South 
Africa,  for  he  had  fought  bravely  in  the 
field  against  the  Boers.    Therefore,  his 
frank  and  straightforward  opinions  on 
South  African  matters  deserved  attention. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  made  no 
attempt  to  repudiate  or  to  answer  the 
charges  which  were  made  by  the  hon. 
Member    for    Berkshire.    All    that    he 
put  forward  was  that  the  50,000  Chinese 
were  necessary   if    6,000   white   miners 
were  to  be   kept   in   full  employment, 
and  that  unless  we  kept  them  in  full 
employment  British  supremacy  would  be 
imperiUed.    He    would     be     sOTry    to 
place    British    supremacy    on    such    a 
ground.    He  hoped  that  we  should  find 
other  props  and  buttresses  for  British 
supremacy.    He  could  only  say  that  the 
matter  would  be  carefully  inquired  into, 
and    he    hoped   to    be   able    to   speak 
with    some   official    knowledge    on    the 
question  when  Parliament  re-assembled. 

♦Mb.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside)  said  he  wished  to  pass 
one  comment  on  the  extraordinary 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Banbury  division  that  we  should  be 
prepared  to  maintain  abominable  condi- 
tions of  life  for  50,000  Chinese  in  the  hope 
of  giving  labour  to  6,000  whites. 
VOL.  CLXII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Mb.  FIENNES  said  he  wished  to 
thank  the  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  for  the  extremely  kindly,  way 
he  had  spoken  of  him.  He  had  received 
numerous  letters  from  ^outh  Africa,  and 
he  had  taken  every  step  to  ascertain  the 
facts  in  regard  to  the  moral  conditions  of 
the  Chinese  who  were  working  alongside 
whites  in  the  mines.  He  had  the  lef'-ers 
and  the  facts  before  him,  and,  perhaps, 
in  his  hurry  he  had  passed  over  some 
matters  to  which  he  should  have  liked 
to  refer.  He  should  have  been  glad  to 
answer  the  hon.  Member  for  Berkshire 
with  regard  to  the  moral  conditions  which 
were  said  to  exist  among  the  Chinese.  He 
himself  disbelieved  the  charges  entirely. 

Mb.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  said  he  had 
only  to  say  on  that  head  that  what  was 
going  on  was  well  known  to  the  white 
miners  on  the  Rand,  who  did  not  regard 
the  presence  of  the  Chinese  as  a  means 
of  giving  labour  to   them.    They   had 
persistently  opposed  the  presence  of  the 
Chinese.    As  to  the  lives  of  the  Chinese, 
if  his  hon.  friend  did  not  believe  the 
charges,  he  must  know  little  of  life  in 
the  East  and  of  ordinary  human  nature 
under  the  conditions  described.     It  had 
been  notorious  from  the  very  first  that 
these   abominable   conditions   obtained, 
and  it  was  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to 
him  that  the  Colonial  Office  should  not 
long  ere  this  have  heard  all  about  them. 
In  regard  to  gold  mines  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  it  had  been  found  possible  to 
employ  white  labour.  It  was  only  in  South 
Africa  that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
sacrifice   civilisation   to   the   Stock   Ex- 
change.   He  desired,  however,  to  turn 
from    this    subject    to    another     which 
he  feared  was   equally  painful     About 
a  month   ago  when  the  Foreign  Office 
Vote  was  before  the  House  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  made 
an    impressive    appeal    to    the    House 
on  the  subject  of  the  executions  which 
had  taken  place  at  Denshawi  in  Egypt. 
That  appeal  did  not  entirely  silence  the 
House,  but  it  silenced  the  Ministerial  side 
of  the  House,  the  general  impression  being 
that  if  they  attempted  to  raise  their  voices 
in  regard  to  the  executions  which  had 
awakened  horror  throughout  the  country 
they  might  give  an  immeasurable  im- 
pulse to  a  movement  in  Egypt  which 
3  P 
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might  end  in  bloodshed,  or  a  large  move- 
ment of   troops.     Now   that   there   had 
been  time  to  look  into  the  s'tuation  he 
ventured  to  think  that  the  House  was 
no   longer   called   upon   to   regard   the 
appeal  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
then  made.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
told  them   that  there   was  a  fanatical 
movement    in    Egypt   which    ought    to 
prevent  them   from  making  comments 
which   might   make   the   position   more 
difficult  to  deal  with.    There  had  since 
then  been  published  among  other  papers 
an  anonymous  letter  received  by  Lord 
Cromer  ostensibly  from  a  Moslem,  but 
written  in  a  style  that  astonished  all 
students  of  the  letter.    The  authenticity 
of  the  letter  had  caused  the  greatest 
doubt.     It  had  been  called  in  question 
by  one  who  knew  Egypt  so  well  as  Mr. 
Edward  Dicey.  That  letter  said  that  there 
was  a  general  feeling  among  the  Moslem 
population  that  if  there  should  be  a  con- 
flict between  Turkey  and  any  Christian 
Power,  the  tendency  would  be  to  take 
the  side  of  Turkey.    In  that  letter  there 
was  no  new  proposition.    Such  a  state- 
ment had  been  made  again  and  again  j 
and     disregarded     by     Lord      Cromer,  i 
In  any  case  it  was  entirely  irrelevant  to  j 
the  question  of  the  Denshawai  executions.  I 
It  was  admitted  in  a  white  document  j 
officially    published    that    the    assault 
upon  British  officers  had  nothing  to  do  , 
with  any  political  movement.    At  the  j 
time    this    occurrence    took    place    this 
House  was  shut,  'most  of  the   leading 
Egyptian   officials   were   away   on   fur-  \ 
lough ;  Lord  Cromer  himself  was  absent, 
c  I  d  there  was  nobody  there  to  deal  »ith 
any  spirit  of  unrest  which  was   said  to 
exist.     Evidently  there  was  no  fear  of , 
it  on  the  part  of  the  officials ;  and  they 
could  fitly  discuss  the  sentences  passed  in  . 
the  Denshawai  case,  though  they  could 
rot    go    into    the    details    of    the  trial.  ' 
Even  now    the  evidence   taken    at   the  i 
trial    was    not    before    the    Hou.se.     Of ' 
course,  no  blame  whatever  attached  to  , 
the  right  hon.  Baronet;  but  if  he  had 
been  content  to  publish  to  the  House  ths 
semi-official  reports  given  in  the  Egyptian 
Oazette  they  would  have  been  regarded  | 
by    most   Members   as    quite    sufficient  I 
grounds   to   discuss   the    matter  on   its  I 
merits.     Great  credit  had  been  claimed  i 
officially  on  the  score  that  all  the  judges  ' 
were  more  or  less  familiar  with  Arabic.  ' 
Mr.  J.  Af.  Hohertson. 


]  From    all    the    reports   which   he    had 

I  seen,    however,    they    made    extremely 

I  little    use    of    their    knowledge.     The 

'  examination    of    fifty    accused    natives 

took  but  thirty  minutes,  and  the  bulk 

of  the  evidence   was  ^ven  by  British 

officers.    The  papers  which   had    been 

published   alone   sufficed   to  show  that 

the   charge  of   premeditation   was    not 

only    false,     but    absurd.      The    only 

evidence    as    to  premeditation  was    a 

suggestion  that  the  fire  broke  out  in  the 

village  about  the   time   of    the  affray, 

I  and  that  that  fire  must  have  been  the 

i  signal    for    premeditated    action.     The 

j  fact  was  that  the  officers  came  on  the 

[  scene  utterly  unexpected  by  the  villagers. 

The  villagers  resented  the  intrusion,  and 

'  the  affray  followed  it.     He  brought  no 

,  species   of   charges  against   the   officers. 

One  had  paid  an  appalling  penalty  for 

'  any  indiscretion  which  tJiey  might  have 

committed.    He  did  not  desire  to  charge 

them  with  more  than  indiscretion,  except 

I  that  there  was  one  question  which  would 

j  have  to  be  discussed  when  the  matter 

was  fully  before  the  House.    When  that 

i  happened  he    should    wish    to    discuss 

I  whether  the  gun  which  went  off  and 

I  wounded  four  natives  was  fired  in  ibfi 

j  hands   of   Lieutenant   Parker,    or   after 

I  having  left  his  hands.    He   should   be 

glad  to  accept  the  view  that  it  was  fired 

after  it  had  left  his  hands,  but  it  must  be 

noted  that  he  was  put  under  arrest  witii 

a  view  to  pacifying  the  villagers. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That   they  have  agreed  to— Consoli- 
dated Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill,  with- 
out Amendment. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners; the  House  went;  and,  having 
returned ;  Mr.  Speaker  reported  the 
Royal  Assent  to  a  number  of  Acts.  (See 
Col.  1789.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  this 
House  at  its  rising  to-day  do  adjourn 
until  Tuesday,  23rd  October  next,  and 
that  for  the  remainder  of  the  season 
Government  business  have  precedence 
at  every  sitting,  and  at  the  conclusion 
of  Government  business  on  each  day 
Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House  with- 
out Question  put," 
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Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  resumed !  lay— on  himself.  The  official  was  in 
his  speech,  maintaining  that  there  was !  fact,  trying  to  bluff  this  House.  In 
no  evidence  of  anything  in  the  nature  '  view  of  the  publication  of  this  letter  as 
of  premeditation  in  connection  with  an  official  letter  he  was  sure  the  right 
the  Denshawai  affray.  A  brutal  assault  j  hon.  Baronet  would  admit  that  whatever 
was  committed  by  the  villagers,  but  they  he  might  think  of  the  position  in  Egypt 
were  provoked  by  what  they  might  well  I  the  House  was  bound  to  say  something 
have  considered  a  trespass  on  the  part  in  its  own  defence.  This  was  another 
of  the  officers.  Mr.  Fuidlay's  assertion  illustration  of  that  which  occurred 
that  the  evidence  was  sufficient  to  during  the  South  African  War,  when 
convict  six  of  the  accused  persons  of   every    species   of   rational    or   humane 


persons 
murder  was  absurd ;  there  was  no  murder. 
The  blow  doubtless  might  have  pre- 
cipitated the  collapse,  but  he  ventured 
to  say  that  the  officer  would  not  have  died 
of  the  blow  had  he  not  made  the  gallant 
run  he  did.  It  was  clear  that  Major 
Pyne-Coffin  could  not  have  supposed 
that  the  officer  was  dangerously  wounded, 
or  he  would  never  have  ordered  him  to 
run  six  miles  to  the  camp  to  bring  help. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  they  were 
dealing  with  a  very  primitive  people, 
who  were  exasperated,  and  were  fairly 
quarrelsome  at  all  times.  Granting  all 
that,  it  was  not  a  murder.  If  the  official 
who  had  asserted  that  any  English  jury 
would  have  found  the  first  six  prisoners 
guilty  of  murder,  believed  what  he  said, 
he  was  unfit  to  hold  office  anywhere 
in  the  British  Empire.  If  he  were  not 
to  be  believed  in  what  he  said  he  was 
equally  unfit  to  hold  office.  It  was  this 
CTre^ous  official  who,  in  a  letter  in  the 
White  Book,  had  passed  what  must  be 
termed  a  presumptuous  censure  on  this 
House.  It  was  he  who  figured  on  the 
one  hand  as  grossly  misrepresenting  an 
act  that  was  not  murder  at  all,  and  then, 
oa  the  other  hand,  as  a  person  entitled 
to  pass  judgment  on  the  House  of  Com- 
mons when  some  hon.  Members  protested 
against  the  affair.  Yet  that  official 
had  been  allowed  to  publish  his  censure. 
It  ought  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  Foreign 
Office  to  say  what  they  thought  about 
the  matter.  The  official  had  been  guilty 
of  one  of  the  grossest  attempts  to  put 
a  folse  aspect  on  the  matter,  and  he  had 
further  falsified  the  facts  when  he  said 
deplorable  effects  had  been  produced 
in  Egypt  by  what  was  said  in  this  House. 
The  deplorable  effects  were  produced  by 
the  executions.  This  was  the  old  spect  acle 
of  an  incompetent  bureaucrat  attempt- 


ing to  put  the  blame  for   blunders   upon 
everyone  else  rather  than  where  it  properly  |  direction    methods 
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criticism  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 
was  met  by  the  cry  that  the  critic  was 
helping  the  enemj.  They  must  say 
nothing  whatever,  when  their  country's 
fortunes  were  in  grave  danger,  against 
the  men  endangering  them,  because 
you  might  encourage  the  other  side. 
They  had  seen  what  amount  of  sincerity 
underlay  that  kind  of  argument.  They 
had  seen  a  responsible  politician  broadly 
hinting  to  an  old  enemy  that  he  was 
expected  to  rebel.  Broad  hints  had 
been  given  to  the  old  enemy  that  he  was 
expected  to  dismiss  all  the  British  in 
the  Civil  Service  of  the  Transvaal. 
Politicians  who  took  up  that  point  of 
view  would,  he  supposed,  still  condemn 
him  for  asking  the  House  to  condemn 
what  had  been  done  in  Egypt.  He 
would  recall  to  the  House  the  admirable 
line  of  action  that  was  recently  taken 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  a 
somewhat  similar  case.  Through  an 
official  miscarriage  an  appeal  made  by 
a  man  under  sentence  of  death  was  not 
received  by  the  authorities  to  whom  it 
was  sent  until  the  man  had  been  executed. 
In  that  case  what  happened  at  most  was 
a  very  grave  informality,  and  it  involved 
no  serious  miscarriage  of  justice ;  yet 
the  Secretary  of  State  passed  a  grave 
and  serious  censure  upon  those  con- 
cerned. Why  could  not  a  similar  censure 
be  passed  in  the  far  more  serious,  atro- 
cious, and  lamentable  case  of  these 
executions  in  Egypt  ?  There  were,  he 
supposed.two  reasons  why  it  should  not  be 
passed.  First  there  was  the  official  point 
of  view.  The  officials  in  Egypt  apparently 
supposed  there  was  a  need  of  terrorism 
at  the  present  time,  and  that  in  dealing 
with  crime  they  must  do  more  than 
suppress  it  and  deal  out  just  punishment ; 
in  fact,  that  they  must  resort  to  what 
had  been  most  justly  termed  in  another 
of    Varbarism,    and 
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where  there  was  lees  exhibition  of  fanati- 
cism.   If  some  of  them  had  been  in  this 
House  during  the  debates  on  the  Educa- 
tion   Bill    they    might   with    the    same 
amount  of  plausibility  have  applied  a 
similar  comment  upon  the  aSaira  of  this 
country.    There  was  fftr  more  fanaticism 
in  India  at  the  present  moment  than  in 
Egypt.     The  whole  judicial  episode  would 
have  been  impossible  in  India ;  and  no 
Indian   official,    however   misguided    or 
wrong-headed,  would  have  ventured  to 
say  that  such  a  proceeding  was  justified. 
In  this  connection  they  mi^t  recall  tiie 
very  strong  feeling  in  Japan  agadnst  the 
introduction    of    an    alien    civilisation 
fifty  or  sixty  years  ago.    Brutal  assaults 
upon  foreigners  were  frequent,  and  more 
than  one  Legation  lost  a  member  from 
tiiis  cause.     Legation  buildings  were  set 
fire  to,  and  the  assassinations  were  of  a 
very  savage  character.    There  was  then, 
if  ever,  ground  for   panic,    and    aome 
display  of  vindictiveness  on  the  part  of 
the  white  population ;  but  no  one  ever 
proposed  to  the  Government  of  Japan 
that  it  should  resort  to  public  executions 
or  any  species  of  torture ;  and  human  life 
in  Japan  was  now  as  safe  as  anywhere  in 
Europe,  because  panic  was  not  allowed 
to  rule,  and  the  officials  were  not  led  to 
become,  as  they  usually  did  in  such  cases, 
cruel  cowards.  What  could  be  said  of  civil- 
isation in  Egypt  when  such  proceedings 
as  these  could  take  place  ?    Even  Lord 
Cromer  proposed  that  there  should  be  in 
future  a  revision  of  the  sentences  of  this 
abnormal    tribunal.    Well    might    Lord 
Cromer  propose  it.     The  tribunal  had  no 
code  whatever,  and  was  free  to  inflict 
any  punishment.    Lord  Cromer  further 
suggested  that  it  would  be  well  to  stop 
flogging,  but  there  he  was  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Findlay,  who  thought  that  there 
should  be   flogging ;    because,  as  he  put 
it,  the  Egyptian  was  a  fatalist,  and  did 
not  greauy  fear  death.     In    that  case, 
the  executions  were  doubly  indefensible. 
There  was  no  reason  for  tlunking  that 
ofEences  against  the  Army  of  occupation 
could  not  be  duly  punished  by  the  tri- 
bunals  that  already  existed  in  Egypt. 
Court-martial  action  of  this  kind  ought 
not  to  be  possible  in  Egypt  or  anywhere 
else.   If  an  officer  was  assaulted  why  could 
the  matter  not  be  dealt  with  in  the  ordin- 
ary way  t   In  the  past  such  acts  had  been^ 


terrify  by  wholesale  slaughter  for  an 
act  which  would  here  rank  as  homicide. 
The  only  justification  was  the  old  plea 
that  they  must  leave  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  man  on  the  spot.  He  knew 
no  more  absurd  line  of  action  than  that 
the  man  on  the  spot  was  to  be  trusted 
because  he  was  the  man  on  the  spot. 
They  knew  this,  man  o  i  the  spot  ia  the 
past.  History  showed  that  he  was  a 
wrecker  of  civilisation,  a  bungler  in  his 
business,  and  at  all  times  a  false  prophet. 
The  whole  process  in  this  case  could  be 
siunmed  up  thus :  it  was  an  act  of 
revenge  for  not  displaying  a  want  of  due 
respect  towards  a  body  of  British  officers, 
and  such  an  act  was  sure  to  be  applauded 
by  a  number  of  politicians  who  stood  with 
equal  devotion  for  religion  in  the  schools 
and  revenge  in  the  forum.  Mr.  Findlay, 
the  gentleman  who  said  that  any  British 
jury  would  have  foimd  those  men 
guilty  of  murder,  said  the  brutal  attack 
on  British  officers  had  nothing  to  do 
with  political  animosity,  but  that  it  was 
due  to  the  insubordinate  spirit  sedulously 
fostered  during  the  past  year  by  un- 
scrupulous agitators.  Here  was  a  village 
in  Egypt  where,  so  far  as  they  knew, 
all  the  inhabitants  were  illiterates, 
and  in  no  way  could  have  been 
affected  by  any  agitation  that  went 
on  in  the  journals  of  Cairo.  It  was 
another  false  pretence  of  the  bureau- 
cratic party.  Mr.  Findlay,  describing  the 
trials,  said  there  was  no  trace  of  panic 
or  vindictiveness.  He  ventured  to  say 
there  was  no  trace  of  anything  else.  H 
the  taking  the  Uves  of  four  men  for  one 
act  of  homicide,  the  flogging  of  eight 
others,  and  the  sentencing  of  others  to 
penal  servitude,  was  not  an  act  of  vin- 
dictiveness, no  act  of  vindictiveness  ever 
took  place  in  human  history.  The  very 
well-intentioned  course  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  begging  this  House  not  to 
discuss  the  matter,  and  his  reasons  for  giv- 
ing that  advice,  had  not  helped  to  im- 
prove the  situation.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  brought  a  sort  of  sweeping 
charge  against  the  fanaticism  of  the 
people  of  Egypt.  What  had  been  the 
result  1  Already  the  people  of  Egypt 
were  not  only  outraged  at  the  bloodshed, 
but  outraged  at  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's allegation.  They  declared  that 
there  was  no  other  country  in  the  wc^rld 
Mr.  J.  M.  RobtTtimn, 
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severely  ponished,  and  again  and  again 
after  such  ofEences  had  been  met  by  due 
punishments,  attempts  had  been  made  on 
the  official  side  to  secure  more  exemplary 
punishments.  The  military  authorities 
always  seemed  to  have  the  idea  of  making 
an  example  of  someone.  With  regard  to 
the  finuicial  administration  of  Lord 
Cromer,  that  was  above  his  criticism. 
He  had  greatly  improved  the  condition 
of  Sgypt  altogether,  and  praise  was  due  to 
him  upon  that  score.  That^  however,  was 
no  reason  for  putting  Lord  Cromer  above 
the  law.  They  had  heard  a  good  deal 
about  the  danger  of  putting  trade  unions 
above  the  law,  and  it  was  just  as  dan- 
gerous to  put  Lord  Cromer  above  the 
ll^w.  The  action  of  the  authorities  in 
regard  to  tiie  execution  in  Sgypt  would 
have  been  reprimanded  in  any  other  part 
of  the  Empire  save  Egypt.  The  great 
deeds  of  Lord  Cromer  were  no  reason  for 
permitting  under  his  control  acts  of  mere 
revenge  which  were  unworthy  of  the 
traditions  of  the  British  Empire. 

Mb.  HOLTENO  (Dumfriesshire)  said  he 
would  like  to  say  at  the  outset  of  his 
remarks  how  yrmnly  he  welcomed  the 
statement  that  the  Government  intended 
to  confer  upon  the  Orange  Biver  Colony 
a  similar  measure  of  self-government 
to  that  which  they  had  conferred  upon 
the  TranavaaL  That  announcement 
would  allay  any  feeling  of  doubt  and 
suspicion  that  had  arisen  in  South  Africa 
as  well  as  in  this  country.  He  wished  to 
express  his  regret  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Oxfordshire  had  stated  that  the 
Dutch  were  engaged  in  a  seditious  propa- 
ganda in  South  Africa.  Ihey  had  it  on 
the  authority  of  Lord  MUner  that  the 
Dutch  had  frankly  observed  the  Veieeni- 
ging  Treaty.  Personally  he  had  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  South  Africa  and  he 
knew  of  no  such  state  of  things  as  that 
which  had  been  asserted  by  the  hon. 
Member,  and  he  deeply  regretted  that 
such  a  statement  had  been  made  in  this 
House.  With  regard  to  the  Denshawi 
executitms,  upon  a  former  occasion  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
asked  the  House  not  to  criticise  that 
incident  until  they  were  in  possession  of 
the  facts.  To-day  they  were  in  possea- 
si<m  of  those  facts,  and  he  trusted  that  in 
what  he  had  to  say  he  would  not  b) 


unmindful  of  the  difficulties  which  those 
who  administered  the  affairs  of  Egypt 
had  to  meet  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  He  did  not,  however,  think 
that  the  man  on  the  spot  was  the  person 
who  ought  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
policy  and  the  principle  which  ought  to 
be  administered  in  Egypt.  Those  were 
matters  which  ought  to  be  settled  in 
this  House,  and  t^ey  oould  not  escape 
from  their  responsibilities  in  regard  to 
that  matter.  Therefore,  he  thought  it 
was  quite  right  and  proper  that  they 
should  discuss  this  matter.  He  did  not 
propose  to  go  into  detail,  but  he  would 
just  state  the  salient  facts.  They  had 
had  four  executions  for  one  death,  and 
they  had  resorted  to  the  system  of 
flogging  and  public  executions.  He  re- 
gretted that  they  had  adopted  that 
extremely  hasty  method  of  dealing  with 
this  question.  What  was  the  condition 
of  the  country  ?  Was  there  anything 
to  justify  resorting  to  such  extreme 
measures  ?  It  was  a  fait  r^eotion  of 
the  position  when  they  realised  that  this 
special  tribunal,  which  was  created  in 
1895,  had  only  been  called  into  operation 
once.  It  coiUd  hardly  be  suggested  that 
these  outrages  had  followed  upon  any 
serious  outbreak  of  crime,  or  that  the 
state  of  the  country  justified  them  in 
resorting  to  such  cbrastic  punishments. 
He  found  that  this  crime  had  been 
described  as  homicide  with  robbeiy. 
It  was  curious  that  Mr.  Findky  described 
it  as  a  particularly  brutal  and  pre- 
meditated murder.  He  thought  the 
punishments  had  been  very  excessive. 
Two  persons  had  been  condemned  to 
penal  servitude  for  life,  and  sixty  years 
penal  seivitude  had  betn  divided  amongst 
ten  persons.  Flogging  had  been  carried 
out  in  such  a  way  as  to  create  a  sense  of 
honor  to  all  those  who  read  the  Blue- 
book.  Even  Lord  Cromer  suggcited  that 
in  future  the  decision  of  this  special 
tribunal  should  be  confirmed  by  some 
^.uperior  authority,  and  his  Lordship 
did  not  conceal  his  dislike  of  this  mode 
of  procedure.  He  also  proposed  that 
the  terms  of  the  decree  should  be  so 
amended  as  to  permit  in  the  future  pun- 
ishments of  this  kmd  to  come  under  the 
penal  code.  Where  the  ordinary  law 
did  not  permit  these  punishments  to  be 
carried  out  they  should  not  be   allowed 
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to  resort  to  this  special  tribunal.  He 
hoped  the  Goveroment  would  give  their 
support  to  the  suggestions  which  had 
been  made  by  Lord  Cromer.  He  would 
also  like  to  know  if  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  AfEairs  could  tell  them  what 
sort  of  defence  was  set  up  by  the  prisoners. 
He  should  also  be  glad  to  know  whether 
the  evidence  given  at  the  trial  would  be 
forthcoming.  Then  there  were  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  death  of  a 
native.  A  native  was  found  with  his 
head  broken  open,  and  apparently  a 
court  of  inquiry  was  held  to  go  into  that 
subject.  Had  that  inquiry  been  con- 
cluded and  what  was  the  result  ?  [Cries 
of  "Divide."]  The  tone  of  the  despatch 
as  far  as  Mr.  Findlay  was  concerned 
seemed  to  him  to  be  wholly  unsatisfactory, 
for  he  used  certain  threats  if  they 
adopted  the  course  of  discussing  these 
matters  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  quite  proper 
for  any  officials  to  make  threats  of  that 
kind  to  this  House. 


(Autumn  Sitting). 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  foe 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  The 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
corrected  an  omission  in  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Tyneside,  when  he 
referred  to  the  appeal  which  I  made  on  a 
previous  occasion  not  to  disousa  this 
question.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dum- 
friesshire pointed  out  that  I  asked  the 
House  not  to  discuss  the  matter  until 
we  had  full  information  before  us.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Tyneside  omitted  that, 
and  that  was  really  the  point  of  my 
appeal.  The  Court  in  Egypt  was  com- 
posed of  the  highest  Judges.  It  had 
come  to  a  decision,  after  taking  evidence 
for  three  days,  on  a  very  serious  case, 
and  if  the  House  of  Commons  had  rushed 
to  the  assumption,  and  had  been  un- 
willing to  wait  for  further  information 
before  it  came  to  the  assumption,  that 
such  a  decision  must  necessarily  be 
wrong,  the  effect  must  have  been  most 
prejudicial  and  must  have  conveyed  the 
impression  abroad  that,  the  moment 
anything  occurred  which  the  House  of 
Commons  did  not  quite  understand,  it 
was  at  once  assumed  that  the  official 
on  the  spot  was  to  blame.  That  im- 
pression I  wished  to  avoid,  and  I  have 

Mr.  McUmo. 


to  thank  the  House  for  having  responded 
as  they  did  to  the  appeal  which  I  made 
the    other    day.     Of    course    it    follows 
from    that,    that    now    the    Papers    are 
before  the  House,  I  do  not  complain  of 
anybody  exercising  his  right  of  saying 
what  he  thinks  upon  them.     Bat  I  must 
demur  to  the  sugtrestion  that  the  anony- 
mous letter,  published  in  the  Blue-book, 
addressed  to  Lord  Cromer  is  to  be  put  on 
one  side.    Lord  Cromer  is  likely  to  be 
the  best  judg«  of  whether  such  a  letter 
is  likely  to  be  genuine  or  not.     I  read 
that  letter  with  very  great  interest,  and 
it  seemed  to  me  to  bear  on  the  face  of  it 
evidence  that  it  probably  represent«d, 
as  nearly  as  you  can  get  it  from    one 
person,  the  truth  of  the  native    mind. 
The  firat  intimation  I  got,  after  we  came 
into   office,    of  restlessness  —  I   do   not 
want  to  use  the  word  fanaticism  if  it  is 
objected  to— or  of  unsettled  feeling  in 
Egypt  was  in  the  very  early  days,  at  a 
time  when  we  were  one  of  four  Powers  in 
occupation  of  certain  islands  belonging  to 
the  Sultan  because  of  difficulties  which 
had  arisen  with  Turkey  about  the  Mace- 
donian question.    That  fact  had  begun 
to  have  its  effect  in  Egypt,  and  when  you 
have   conflicts   of  that   kind   with   the 
Turkish    Government — conflicts    which, 
unfortunately,  it  is  imposaible  for  us  to 
avoid — you  may  be  quite  sure  it  is  bound 
to  have  a  certain  effect  on  the  Mahomed.in 
races  who  are  under  British  rule  or  in 
countries  under  British  occupation.  Then 
there  was  the  further  difficulty  about  the 
frontier  question — at  one  time  a  very 
serious  matter — and,  undoubtedly,  any- 
body who  reads  the  Akabah  Blue-book 
will  see  that  it  is  perfectly  natural,  and 
indeed  inevitable,  that  there  should  have 
been  restlessness  and  an  unsettled  feeling 
created  by  these  occurrences.    I  think 
tha<^  in  time  that  will  pass,  tut  it  has  been 
necessary  already  to  increase  the  garrison 
in  Egypt.    That  was  done  some  months 
ago,  and,  undoubtedly,  if  that  feeling  were 
to  spread,  we  should  have  to  take  the 
further  measures  to  which  Mr.  Findlay 
refers    for   still    further   increasing   the 
garrison.    It  was  that  sort  of  step  whioh 
I  wished  to  avoid,  and  that  was  why  I 
deprecated  premature  discussion  in  the 
House  on  this  particular  question.    The 
nature  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Tyneside  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to 
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say  oae  or  two  woids  on  a  personal  matter 
in  connection  with  this  subject.  I  regret 
much  of  the  language  which  was  used  by 
the  hon  Member  for  Tjmeside.  Sorely 
if  your  officials  have  done  wrong,  yon  can 
criticise  them  without  callmg  them 
constantly    "  cowardly    officials." 

Mb.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON :  I  did  not 
apply  that  term  to  Mr.  Findlay. 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY  :  No.  The  hon. 
Member  applied  it  generally,  but  those 
terms  were  constantly  used  throughout 
the  hon.  Member's  speech. 

Mb.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON :  There  was 
no  c«Mistant  reference  to  cowardly  officials 
at  all.  There  was  no  imputation  of  that 
kind  against  the  officials  in  this  case,  and 
I  only  spoke  of  Mr.  Findlay  because  he 
had,  in  a  letter  which  Ihe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  published,  m.ide  an  attack 
upon  this  House. 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY  :  IwiUcometo 
Mr.  Findlay  in  a  moment.  But  there 
■  were  other  expressions  in  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  which  I  think  were 
equally  unfortunate.  If  yon  are  to 
assume,  where  you  think  a  mistake  has 
been  made,  that  your  officials  in  general 
are  likely  to  be  guilty  either  of  moral  or 
intellectual  deficiencies,  and  if  you  are  to 
assume  and  to  adopt  the  tone  that  they 
have  done  wrong,  you  are  undoubtedly 
adopting  a  tone  which  woidd  make  it 
quite  impossible  to  conduct  the  business  of 
the  British  Empire.  Let  me  come  to  the 
question  of  Mr.  Findlay.  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  for  Tyneside  has  mistaken 
the  character  of  the  particular  tel^ram 
from  Mr.  Findlay  with  which  he  found  so 
much  fauh,  and  which,  I  could  not  help 
thinking,  was  in  part  responsible  for  the 
tone  of  much  of  his  speech.  I  think  that 
if  he  had  not  regarded  it  as  a  provocative 
telegram,  his  own  language  would  have 
been  softer  than  it  was.  I  do  not  think 
it  was  80  intended  by  Mr.  Findkty.  I  did 
not  take  it  so.  I  did  not  take  it  at  all  as 
a  criticism  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
Wt  at  a  statement  of  Ihe  effect  which, 
as  Mr.  Findlay  said,  it  was  his  duty  to 
make.  If  I  made  a  statement,  or  used 
language  in   this   House   which   had   a 


the  officials  of  the  Diplomatic  Service 
to  inform  me  of  what  that  effect  had  been, 
and  I  should  consider  it  their  duty  to 
do  so.      Mr.  Findlay  was,  in  my  opinion, 
quite    rightly    performing    his    duty    in 
saying  what  the  effect,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  and  not  of  criticism,  of  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  the  House  of  Commons  would 
be  on  the  qpot,  and  I  think  he  was  bound 
to   say  so.    One   of  the   difficulties   of 
governing  the   British   Empire   is   that 
criticism  of  what  is  done  in  various  parts 
of  the  Empire  is  always  certain  to  have  a 
disturbing  effect  on  the  spot.    That  is 
not   always    the  paramount    considera 
tion,  but  the  officials  on  the  spot  ought 
to  let  us  know  what  it  is,  because  it  is 
one   of   the  elements  which    we    must 
take    into   account  in   forming  a  judg- 
ment.     I  might,  on  some  future  occa- 
sion, find   it  my  duty    to  use   language 
in  the  House  which  I  knew  would  have 
an   unfortunate    eSe<;t    in   a   particular 
country  abroad,  but  which,  for  graver 
ocmsiderations,   I  thought  it  necessary 
to  use.    I  should  expect  our  representative 
abroad  to  tell  me  the  effect  on  the  spot, 
but    I    should    reserve   to    myself   the 
decision  of  whether  that  was  or  was  not 
to  be  the  paramount  consideration.    In 
this  case  Mr.  Findlay  was  bound  to  point 
out  what  the  effect  of  discussion  in  this 
House  would  be ;    and  that  leaves  it  to 
the  House  to  decide  whether  that  effect 
should  be  the  paramount  consideration 
or  not.    I   do  not  think  he  has  gone 
beyond  his  duty  in  stating  the  fact.    As 
Mr.  Findlay  has  been  attacked,  I  must 
say  that  his  whole  career  in  the  Diplo- 
matic Service  makes  us  sure  that  he  is 
a  man  of  character  and  ability  who  is 
fitted    to    render    useful    service.      As 
to     whether     the     telegram,    if    sent, 
ought     to     have     been     published,     I 
knew  that  it  was  not  sent  for  publica- 
tion ;    but  I  had  promised  the  House 
the   fullest  information ;     I   wished   to 
edit  these  things  as  little  as  possible  ; 
and  I  published  the  message  in  order  to 
give  the  House  the  full  truth,  so  that 
they   might  bear   the   consideration   in 
mind.    I  left  it  to  the  House  to  consider 
what    weight    it    ought  to    have    with 
them,   just    as    Mr.   Findlay    left  it  to 
me.    The   House  should   take   it  as   a 
statement  of  fact,  and  not  as  criticism 
prejudicial  «S«ot  abroad,  I  should  expect  |  upon   itself — the   placing   before   it    of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1835 


Adjowrnmeni 


{COMMONS}  {Auinmm  SiUing).  1836 


*8ot6  which,  however  disagreeable, 
ought  to  be  borne  in  mind.  As  to 
the  trial  itself,  I  have  promised  that  the 
evidenoe  shall  be  published;  but  it  is 
quite  impossible  that  a  case  ot  this  kind, 
which  has  been  tried  by  the  highest 
tribunal  in  Egypt,  should  be  retried 
in  the  House  of  Commons  with  some 
Members  for  the  defence  and  some  for 
the  prosecution.  The  House  may  say — 
Is  it  impossible  that  any  decision  of  this 
special  tribunal  should  be  reconsidered  1 
The  tribunal  corresponds  to  what  over 
here  would  be  a  tribunal  of  the  Home 
Secretary,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and 
other  Judges ;  and  I  do  not  see  how  you 
can  have  any  legal  appeal.  But  from 
any  tribunal  however  hjgh  there  should 
be  some  room  for  appeal  to  the  prerogative 
of  mercy.  Another  point  is  the  questitA 
of  holding  executions  in  public.  At  best 
I  think  it  is  a  very  doubtful  expedient  and 
should  never  be  resorted  to  except  in 
the  rarest  cases ;  and  flogging  in  public 
I  should  say  should  never  be  resorted  to. 
As  to  the  nature  of  the  punishment 
which  this  court  might  inflict  under  the 
decree,  that  decree  was  passed  only 
eleven  years  ago.  This  is  the  first 
serious  occasion  on  which  it  has  been 
brought  into  operation ;  and  I  think 
it  is  quite  natural  that  certain  defects 
in  the  decree  should  be  disclosed^  Lord 
Cromer,  after  reviewing  the  whole  of 
the  proceedings,  has  dealt  with  all  these 
points  and  has  suggested  that  there 
should  be  certain  modifications  in  the 
decree  ;  and  they  will  receive  the  prompt 
support  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 
For  the  rest,  I  entirely  agree  with  Lord 
Cromer's  interesting  memorandum  re- 
viewing the  whole  case.  I  agree  with  his 
opinions.  I  agree  with  what  he  con- 
firms as  well  as  with  what  he  suggests 
for  modification.  But  when  we  come 
to  the  question  of  responsibility  in 
Egypt,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  talk  about 
"  the  man  on  the  spot "  in  Egypt 
as  in  some  other  cases.  It  is  as- 
sumed that  the  man  on  the  spot 
is  always  wrong.  Sometimes  he  is 
wrong,  and  the  consequences  are  bad. 
Sometimes  he  is  right,  and  the  conse- 
quences are  still  bad,  because  he  is  not 
IJsteoed  to.  But  in  Egypt  the  respona- 
bility  is  v^y  diffictfdt  to  state.  Egypt 
is  not  a  Ctown  colony.  It  is  governed 
Sir  Edward  Grey. 


under  the  Khedive  by  a  Government 
partly  of  natives  and  partly  of  British 
officials,  and  the  whole  Government  has 
the  most  complicated  machine  behind  it 
^the  British  occupation.  Bat  Lord 
Cromer's  guiding  principle  has  been  to 
advise  in  matters  of  general  policy,  but 
to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  in  matters 
of  administration  with  the  actual  working 
of  the  machine  itself.  As  to  certain 
matters  he  is  absolutely  powerless.  In 
the  first  place,  where  Europe«m  int^eets 
are  concerned,  the  power  lies  not  in  hia 
hands,  or  in  those  of  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment, but,  under  the  Capitulations,  in 
the  hands  of  fifteen  difEerent  Powers. 
In  the  second  place,  all  questions  con- 
nected with  the  Mahomedan  religious 
and  special  judicial  institutions  are 
outside  his  control  altogether.  In  the 
third  place,  all  civil  and  criminal  matters 
are  administered  by  Judges  who  are 
for  the  most  part  irremovable  and  who 
are  entirely  independent.  These  are 
serious  inroads  on  responsibility,  and  if 
anyone  were  to  study  on  paper  what  the 
Egyptian  Government  is,  combined  with 
the  British  occupation,  they  would  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  an  unwork- 
able system.  But  Laid  Cromer  his 
succeeded  in  making  it  work  for  many 
years.  But  it  is  very  complicated,  and 
on  any  question  of  administration  as 
apart  from  poUcy,  it  must  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  say  where  and  how  the  re^Kiu- 
«dbiMty  is  to  be  placed.  If  yon  wish  to 
simplify  this  state  of  things,  one  course 
would  be  to  turn  Egypt  into  a  Crown 
colony.  But  that  means  an  enramotts 
change  involving  great  political  changes 
quite  out  of  the  question — such  as  the 
disappearance  of  the  Khedive  and  other 
things  affecting  the  whole  intem«ti<Mial 
situation.  I  put  a  change  of  that  kind 
out  of  account.  It  is  not  within  the 
ruige  of  practical  politics.  Or  you 
might  simplify  the  qveation  of  respoasi- 
bility  by  leaving  Egypt  again  to  native 
rule,  or,  rather,  what  it  would  sook 
become,  to  Turkish  administration.  The 
responsibility  would  then  be  simplified, 
but  the  result  would  not  be  satisfactory. 
And  no  one  thinks  of  that  course  any 
more  than  of  turning  Egypt  into  a 
Ctown  colony  as  a  matter  of  practice 
politics.  The  question  of  the  Chinese 
Customs — a  most  important  point — has 
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been  raised.  With  regard  to  Sir  Robert 
Hart,  we  baTe  bad  no  information 
that  be  intraids  to  resign,  and  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  say  what  his  intentions 
may  be.  I  assume  that  when  he  does 
resign  be  will  take  some  more  direct 
method  of  intimating  the  fact  than  that 
which  has  hitherto  been  stated  in  the 
Press.  With  regard  to  the  Chinese 
Customs,  I  do  regard  it  as  most  vital  in 
the  interests  of  trade,  in  the  interests  of 
Chinese  revenue,  and  in  the  interests  of 
Chinese  credit,  that  the  administration 
of  the  Customs  should  be  maintained 
on  the  lines  on  which  it  has  been  so 
successfully  worked  hitherto,  and  that 
it  should  be  maintained  as  an  efficient 
and  honest  administration.  Chinese  pro- 
gress is  intimately  bound  up  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  Chinese  Customs  on 
the  lines  laid  down  by  Sir  Robert  Hart, 
and  that  is  a  subject  which  will  receive 
the  close  attention  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  On  the  question  of  the 
Baghdad  Railway  I  have  no  statement 
to  make.  That  railway  is  a  German 
concession.  One  section  of  it  has  been 
made.  I  admit  it  is  an  enterprising 
and  important  undertaking.  If,  later 
on,  either  this  country  or  other  Powers 
interested  in  that  part  of  the  world  are 
to  be  brought  into  the  matter,  it  will 
be  because  they  are  brought  in  by  agree- 
ment with  the  German  interests.  When 
the  Grermans  wish  for  participation,  then 
will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  whether 
any  countries,  and,  if  so,  what  countries, 
should  participate,  and  if  so,  on  what 
conditions.  With  regard  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  customs  duties  in  Turkey, 
I  will  only  say  we  have  not  yet  agreed 
to  that  increase.  It  is  true  we  have 
stated  certain  conditions  on  which  we 
are  prepared  to  agree.  If  we  do  agree 
it  will  be  for  a  limited  period  of  years, 
and  I  think  the  time  to  discuss  whether 
our  action  was  right  or  not  can  only  arise 
when  we  have  taken  definite  steps  and 
can  place  our  policy  before  ^he  House. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  said  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  Bill  which  he  had  intro- 
duced the  other  day  in  regard  to  land 
legislation.  He  understood  that  it  was 
baaed   u^on  compulsory   purchase,   but 


he  now  understood  that  it  was  based 
not  upon  compulsory  purchase,  but 
compulsory  leasing,  and  perhaps  the  right 
hon.  (Jentleman  could  clear  up  any  doubt 
upon  that  point.  The  Bill  not  being  in 
print,  it  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  its 
objects  with  certainty.  He  did  not  rise 
to  criticise  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  but 
having  served  on  the  Small  Holdings 
Committee  he  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  keep  his  mind  to 
some  extent  open  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain more  clearly  upon  the  evidence 
which  that  Conunittee  had  taken, 
whether  greater  flexibility  could  be 
secured  in  regard  to  the  small  holdings 
which  might  be  set  up.  By  flexibility 
he  meant  this.  In  one  part  of  the 
country  they  had  freeholders  established, 
in  another  they  had  yearly  tenants,  ot 
they  might  have  a  system  of  feuars,  aa 
they  termed  them  in  Scotland,  who 
were  there  under  permanent  conditions.- 
If  a  system  of  permanent  leasing  was 
introduced  they  would  have  to  create  a 
comprehensive  system  of  rules  and  regu- 
lations and  the  system  must  be  based 
upon  dual  ownership.  He  believed  that 
dual  ownership  was  the  worst  possible 
form  of  tenure.  He  therefore  laid  great 
stress  upon  this  question  of  flexibility, 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  very  dis- 
astrous to  the  success  of  small  holdings 
if  that  flexibility  were  wanting.  The 
State  could  perfectly  well  purchase  the 
land  required,  whether  for  small  holdings 
or  for  the  holdings  contemplated  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  in  his  Bill.  Tl^e  lands 
should  be  purchased  upon  a  large  and 
adequate  scale,  and  where  small  holdings 
were  required  a  great  deal  could  be  done 
in  the  way  of  organisation.  That  should 
be  started  in  suitable  centres  rather 
than  upon  any  scattered  scale  throughout 
the  land,  and  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  find  opposition  to  his 
proposals  if  he  took  the  opportunities 
of  purchase  as  they  offered.  Some  of  the 
owners  might  object  to  purchase,  he 
thought  wrongly,  because  in  bis  opinion 
it  was  a  proper  check  upon  the  vagaries 
of  particidar  owners,  and  every  farmer,  he 
was  afraid,  would  object  to  a  proposal  by 
which  he  would  aee  other  people  put 
down  upon  bis  farm.  Desiring  as  he  did 
most  earnestly  the  creation  of  small 
holdings,  he  could  not  conceal  from  him- 
self that,  compulsory  leasing  being  the 
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basis  of  the  Bill,  Uie  right  hon.  Q«iitleman 
would  be  well  advised  if  he  took  full 
advantage  of  the  Report  of  the  Small 
Holdings  Committee  which  had  not  yet 
come  to  hand. 

♦Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  called 
the  attention  of  the  Prime  Minister  to 
a  grievance  which  existed  in  a  district 
(Elphin)  in  Sutherlandshire.  Early  in 
the  year  a  petition  was  sent  from  this 
district  to  the  Pofatmaster-General  asking 
for  a  telegraph  station  as  there  was  not 
one  within  about  twenty  miles.  In 
reply  the  people  were  asked  to  guarantee 
the  whole  of  the  expense,  £100  per 
annum,  whereas  they  had  been  promised 
in  the  debates  arising  out  of  the  Budget, 
that  two-thirds  would  be  borne  by  the 
Department.  The  Prime  Minister  had 
said  that  we  ought  to  colonise  our  own 
country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
statement  was  greatly  welcomed  all  over 
the  country,  and  the  carrying  out  of  it 
would  greatly  aid  the  settlement  of  the 
"unemployed"  question,  and  he  (Mr. 
Morton)  hoped  that  it  would  have  the 
immediate  attention  of  his  right  hon. 
friend.  In  Sutherland  increased  postal 
and  telegraphic  services  were  urgently 
needed,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Prime 
Minister  would  see  that  the  poor  crofters 
in  Sutherland  were  treated  as  well  as 
the  rich  people  in  other  counties.  Ho 
also  wished  to  know  on  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Gloucestershire 
whether  the  Home  Secretary  proposed 
to  legislate  upon  the  question  of  vaccina- 
tion. Vaccination  was  a  very  trouble- 
some question,  but  at  least  all  parties 
should  be  treated  equally  before  the  law. 
With  regard  to  the  land  question  in 
Scotland  which  had  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leith  Burghs,  he  did 
not  propose  to  go  into  that  further  than 
to  say  that  the  Scottish  people  seemed 
more  anxious  as  a  rule  to  rent  than  to 
purchase  land.  There  should  be  com- 
pulsory renting  of  the  land  with  the 
option,  if  necessary,  of  compulsory  pur- 
chase, the  object  being  to  induce  the 
land  owner  to  let  at  a  fair  rent  with 
fixity  of  tenure  and  no  unfair  conditions. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.)  replied  that  the  present 
condition    of    the    law    was    extremely 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson. 
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unsatisfactory,  and  he  would  be  glad 
to  see  it  amended.  But  the  Home 
Office  only  had  to  administer  the  law 
as  it  stood.  He  believed  tbe  whole 
administration  of  the  Vaccination  Act 
was  under  the  consideiataon  of  lus  right 
hon.  friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire)  said  he  recog- 
nised to  the  full  the  cordial  support  Sir 
Arthur  Bignold  had  given  to  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Small  Landholders 
(Scotland)  Bill.  In  him  everybody  recog- 
nised a  progressive  and  enlightened 
owner  of  land  who  was  desirous  to  open 
up  the  land,  as  far  as  possible  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  his  own  coantry. 
He  was  sorry  that  the  Bill  was  not  in  the 
hands  of  Members,  but  the  delay  would 
only  be  brief. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  WUl  it  be  next  week  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  Probably.  As  he 
had  said  before,  they  wished  to  open  up 
the  land  in  the  interests  of  the  coantry, 
and  that  could  only  be  done  gradually ; 
the  Bill  attempted  nothing  else,  and  it 
held  out  certain  inducements  which,  in 
the  belief  of  the  Government,  would  mean 
progress  in  that  direction.  But  the  Bill 
rested  mainly  upon  agreement,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  the  adjustments  might  be 
carried  out  largely  by  agreement.  It 
was  only  where  agreement  was  found 
impossible,  and  where,  for  instance, 
there  might  be  unreasonable  refusal  on 
the  part  of  one  of  many  interested  in  the 
land,  or  where  one  might  be  unable  or 
unwilling  to  give  his  consent,  that  the 
exercise  of  compulsory  powers  came  in, 
and  then  only  after  careful  examination 
by  public  authority  of  a  semi-jndicinl 
character,  with  every  possible  safeguard 
for  existing  rights.  It  was  agreed  on  all 
hands,  at  any  rate  on  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  House,  that  compulsion,  in 
some  form  or  other,  was  absolutely 
necessary.  It  was  certainly  the  experi- 
ence of  those  bodies  who  had  worked 
land  legislation  in  Scotland  that 
without  compulsion  in  some  form  or 
other  their  whole  efforts  could  not  be 
properly  and  successfully  developed. 
The  question  raised  to-day  was,  shculd 
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there  be  purchase,  or  was  it  possible  to 
attain  the  object  in  view  by  oompnlsory 
letting  of  the  land  ?  If  so,  must  they 
transfer  the  whole  ownership  of  the  land, 
or  was  it  possible  to  transfer  the  use  of  the 
land  in  the  public  interest  ?  Looking 
at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  public 
interest,  what  were  the  conditions  under 
which  small  holdings  might  have  some 
prospect  of  being  successful  ?  As  his 
hon.  friend  h  d  suggested,  there  must  be 
some  regard  to  markets,  communications, 
transport,  and  security  of  tenure,  without 
which  combination  would  not  be  under- 
taken for  this  purpose.  All  these  objects 
so  far  as  he  could  see,  could  equally  be 
achieved  by  a  system  of  compulsory 
letting  as  by  a  system  of  compulsory 
purchase.  Then  there  was  the  land- 
owner's interest.  He  did  not  think  he 
was  wrong  in  assuming  that  in  a  large 
majority  of  cases  the  landowners  of  the 
country  were  willing  to  let  their  capital 
remain  in  the  land,  even  under  the  new 
conditions,  if  the  return  to  them  was 
going  to  be  equal  under  the  new  con- 
ditions to  what  it  had  been  under  the 
old.  Why  then  force  them  to  remove 
their  capital?  The  obstacle  hitherto 
to  the  development  of  small  holdings  had 
been  the  initial  obstacle  of  expense. 


Mr.  G.  CROYDON  MARKS  (ComwaD, 
Launceston)  called  attention  to  the 
fact  there  were  not  forty  Members 
present. 

House  counted  and  forty  Members 
being  found  present. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR,  resuming,  said  there 
had  been  endeavours  to  overcome  the 
obstacle  of  expense,  as  hon.  Members 
would  see  when  they  studied  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  if  not  wholly,  at  any 
rate  in  part.  In  contrasting  again 
the  system  of  purchase  with  the  system  of 
letting,  he  would  point  out  that  under 
the  system  of  letting  the  landlord  was 
relieved  from  his  outlay  on  repairs,  and 
got  a  net  rent,  while  a  return  was  secured 
to  the  tenant,  who  wa3  all  the  time  im- 
proving the  interests  of  the  land,  and  if 
the  land  was  sold  in  the  public  interest 
then  the  landlord  reaped  his  share,  and 
the  largest  share  of  the  increment,  in 
the  capital  value  of  the  land.  So  much 
for  the  public  interest  and  the  landlord's 
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interest.  They  were  familiar  with  the 
system  of  purchase,  and  his  hon.  friend 
had  expressed  his  view  of  the  system  of 
compulsory  leases  ai  a  rigid  and  not 
flexible  system.  Under  the  Crofters 
Act  he  thought  there  had  been 
more  renouncement  of  tenancy  in  the 
taking  of  poor  and  the  larger  holdings, 
more  interchange  of  oocupaney  of  hold- 
ings, than  had  been  possible  under  any 
system  of  land  purchase.  Added  to  that, 
the  amount  of  capital  needed  for  the 
holding  was  much  less  in  the  case  of  the 
occupying  tenant  than  in  the  case  of  the 
owner ;  but  on  the  whole  there  wai  good 
ground  for  the  belief  in  Scotland  th\t 
for  the  needs  of  Scotland  a  system 
of  occupying  tenancy  was  certainly 
desired.  In  conclusion  he  expressed  the 
hope  that  hon.  Members  would  be  good 
enough  to  reserve  any  final  conclusion 
until  they  saw  the  Bill  in  print. 


♦Mr 
cester) 


ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
invited  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  state  whether 
in  a  short  period  of  time  he  would  pass 
under  review  the  present  Poor  Law  system 
of  th")  country.  The  separation  of 
aged  couples  in  workhouses  wm  a  scandal 
and  an  outrage.  Then  the  system  which 
obtained  throughout  our  rural  villages 
of  compelling  sons  and  daughters  to 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  their 
parents  in  workhouses,  often  inflictedhard- 
ships  upon  people  who  out  of  very 
slender  earnings  had  already  to  provide 
for  a  family.  He  did  not  for  very  good 
reasons  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
when  it  was  under  consideration,  for 
he  would  much  rather  address  his  plea 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  heart. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELLBANNERHAN 
assured  his  hon.  friend  who  had  just 
sat  down  that  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
head  of  the  Department  was  well  aware 
of  the  condition  of  things  to  which 
reference  had  been  made,  for  he  had  had 
the  advantage  from  sitting  next  to  his 
right  hon.  friend  of  seeing  the  notes 
he  had  taken  in  legible  hand  writing. 
Postal  facilities  in  the  Highlands  also 
was  a  matter  of  which  he  had  no  doubt 
the  Treasury  realised  the  importance 
while  having  regard  to  the  general 
interest  of  taxpayers.    He  made  a  little 
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appeal  now  to  tite  House,  after  the  oUa 
podrida  of  the  day,  including  some  little 
matters  and  others  of  great  importance. 
Mr.  Speaker  had  been  in  the  chair  for  a 
long  time  during  a  great  many  days 
and  ni^ts  and  he  was  sure  was  anxious 
to  be  relieved  from  his  duties  for  a  time. 
It  was  convmieat  to  have  Hr.  Speaker 
and  the  overburdened  officials  of  the 
House  to  put  this  plea  upon,  while  aU 
the  time  it  was  tiiemselves  who  wished 
to  get  away;  but  from  Mr.  Speaker 
downwards  they  all  wished  to  go,  and 
unless  there  was  any  matter  of  such 
urgency  to  raise  that  it  could  not  go  over 
till  October  he  appealed  to  hon.  Members 
to  consult  the  feelings  and  comfort 
of  their  fellow  Members  by  bringing  the 
discussion  to  a  close. 

libt.  SEDDON  (Lancashire,  Newton) 
said  he  would  wilhngly  respond  to  the 
Prime  Minister's  appeal,  but  asked  two 
minutes  in  order  to  call  attention  to  the 
disorders  in  Widnes  on  a  question  of  a 
right  of  public  meeting  in  a  public 
square.  The  right  of  meeting  there 
had  never  been  questioned  until  the  last 
few  weeks.  The  dominant  Party  on 
the  bench  was  very  sore  at  the  greit 
turnover  to  the  Labour  Party  at  the 
last  election,  and  they  had  been  per- 
sistently summoning  people  to  the  Court. 
He  was  given  to  understand  that  when 
he  left  this  House  he  would  lose  his 
privilege  as  a  Member,  and  would  become 
a  prison  guest  of  His  Majesty.  He  was 
afraid  that  there  was  likdy  to  be  public 
disorder  in  Widnes  if  the  Home  Secietary 
did  not  see  his  way  to  use  his  good 
influence  to  secure  again  the  right  of 
public  meeting  which  had  been  enjojec 
lor  long  ytais  in  the  square. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  the  facts 
stated  by  his  hon.  friend  were  not 
within  his  knowledge,  and  he  had  no 
control  over  either  the  local  police  or  the 
magistrates,  but  he  would  certainly  make 
full  inquiry,  and  he  woukl  be  glad  if  he 
ooold  promote  a  settlomeat  ot  any 
question  thr  atening  the  public  peace. 


Mb.  EVERETT  (Sufiolk,  Woodbiidgs) 
said  he  wanted  before  the  House  s^arated 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Prime  Minister 
that  during  the  recess  he  and  the  officials 
should  consider  the  possibility  of  effecliog 
further  saving  of  time  in  the  taking 
of  divisions.  The  House  w.i8  ve;y 
grateful  for  what  had  been  done  in 
saving  time  and  labour  in  tramjong 
through  the  lobbies.  Could  we  not  now 
take  a  step  further  1  We  decided  ques- 
tions by  a  majority.  Why  not  do  w 
all  other  public  bodies  do,  vote  by  show 
of  hands  or  by  standing  up,  only  actually 
dividing  when  there  was  not  an  un- 
questionable majority  visible  to  the 
Chairman  t  Many  days  of  valuable 
Parliamentary  time  would  be  saved  in 
this  way  in  the  course  of  a  session,  and 
"  the  time  of  Parliament  was  the  treasure 
of  the  people."  Was  not  our  time  more 
precious  instead  of  less  precious  than 
that  of  other  public  bodies,  none  of  whom 
wasted  the  time  in  divisions  that  we  did. 

Question  put^  and  agreed  to. 

Besolved,  "That  this  House  at  its  rising 
to-day  do  adjourn  until  Tuesday,  23rd 
October  next,  and  that  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session  Government  business  have 
precedence  at  every  sitting,  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  Oovemment  business  on 
each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the 
House  without  Question  put." 


CENSUS  OF  PRODUCTION  (EXPENSES). 
Resolution  reported. 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  provided  by 
Parliament,  of  any  Expenses  incurred  lor 
the  purpose  of  the  Census  under  any  Act 
of  the  present  session  to  provide  for 
taking  a  Census  of  Production." 

Resoluticm  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  13th  July 
last,  adjourned  the  House  without  Ques- 
tion put  till  Tuesday,  23rd  October. 

Adjoumed  at  one  minate  bef<if« 
Two  o'clock. 
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Bead  3'  and  passed  31st  July 

(610) 
Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Read  2"  27th  July  (64) 
Committee  30th  July  (395) 
Beport  \  31st  July 

Beads*  and  passed  f     (611) 
Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1791) 


VOLCLXn.    [Fourth  Skribb.] 
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(A.)    House  of  Lords — eoniinued. 


-ntleof  BID. 


*Education  (England  and 
Wales 


'^Extradition  [h.l.] 

*Fatal  Accidents  and  Sod- 
den Deaths  (Inqniry) 
Scotland 


'Fertilisers    and    Feeding 
Stuff 


Ground  Game 


'Isle  of  Man  (Customs) 


'Justices    of     the    Peace 

(No.  2) 
*LAbourera  (Ireland) 


'Local  Authorities  (Tians-     Earl  Onmard 
fer  of  Treasury  Powers) 


Broagbt  In  bf 


Earl  of  Crewe 

Lord  Chancellor 
Lord  Chametilor 


Earl  Carrington 

Lord  Bwghclere 

Marqueu  of  Mipon 

Lord  Chanedlor 
Lord  Denman 


Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Act  (1898)  Amendment 


'Marriage  with  a  Foreigner 


Lord  JiibbendcUe 


Earl  Beauchamp 


FrogreM. 


Bead  1"  30th  July  (401) 
Second  Reading  Ist  Aug.  (883) 
„        2nd  „   (1180) 
„        3rd    „   (1475) 

Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1789) 

Read  1*  30bh  July  (288) 
Read  2«  Ist  Aug.  (1021) 
Comnuttee  |    2nd  Aug. 

Read  3« and  passed'      ^*'*"*'^ 
Roya)  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Read  2"  27th  July  (28) 
(Committee  30th  (330) 
ReixM^  \  31st  July 

Read  3*  and  paosedj      (610) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  ^1790) 

Read  3*  and  passed  27th  July 

(31) 
Royal  Absent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Read  2«  27th  July  (4) 

Read  3' and  passed  30th  Jnlv 

(401) 
Royal  Assent  4  th  Aug  (1790) 
Royal  Assent  4di  Aug.  (1790) 

Read  2*  27th  July  (33) 
Committee  30th  July  (346) 
Report        3l8t     „     (610) 
Read  3*  and  passed  31st  July 

(667) 
Consideration    of   Commons 

Amendment  2nd  Aug.  (1306) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Read  2*  2nd  Aug.  (1179) 
Committee  \    o_j  » 

Report  1  ^ni^T 

Read 3« and  passed!      ^^^^' 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Read  1«  2nd  Aug.  (1179) 

Read  3«  and  passed]     ^^^^^' 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Read  2«  3l8t  July  (608) 
Committee  -k  i  .  . 

Report  1  ^*',itcf 

Read  3*  and  passed) 


(608) 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


(A.)    House  or  LoKDa—eontiruud. 


Title  of  Bill. 


*Mu9icaI  Copyright 


•Open  Spaces 


♦Post  Office  (literature  for 
the  Blind) 


♦Poet  Office  Sites 


Prevention  <rf  Comiption[HL]   Earl  of  Haisbw-y 


Brought  la  by 


E<yrl  BeoMchamp 


Earl  CarringUm 


Earl  of  Oranard 


Eart  o/ Orcmard 


Public  Slaughter  Houbes 
•Public  Works  Loans 


♦Revenue 


Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 

Ireland) 
^Solicitors 
♦Statute     Law     Bevision 

(Scotland) 


Earl  of  Donrfwthmore 
Marquess  of  Ripen 


Marquess  of  Kipm 


Earl  of  Mayo 

Lord  CkaneeUor 
Lord  Chancellor 


PTogna. 


Read  1"  Slst  July  (667) 
Bead  2*  Ist  Ang.  (1022) 
Committee  I  ao  j  a 

Report  l22«JAug. 

Read  3«  and  passed  j    ^'^"'*' 
Royal  Assent  4t;h  Aug.  (1790) 
Read  2"  27th  July  (30) 
Committee  30th  July  (342) 
Report  \  Slst  July 

Read  3*  and  passed/      (610) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Read  2»  30th  July  (326) 
Committee  |  3,     j^ 

Bepo**  r     /Rim 

Read  3*  and  passed)      ^^^^' 

Royal  Assenc  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Committee  |  3^^^  j^j 

^POf*  f     /Rln^ 

Read  3«  and  passed-'      ^"^"^ 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1791) 
Read  2'  3l8t  July  (603) 
Read  l«  2nd  Aug.. (1179) 
Read  2«  \  3rd  Aug. 

Read  3«  and  passed/    (1468) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Read  I*  27th  July  (3) 
Read  2- 30th    „    (330) 
Read  S*  and  passed  Slst  July 

(610) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Ang.  (1790) 
Read  1«  Slst  July  (609) 

itoyal  Aaaent  4th  Aug.  (179.) 
gmmittoe  ^  ^^^  . 

ReSs"  and  passed/    ^^^^^' 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aufr  (1790) 


(B.)    HousB  OF  Commons. 


11tU<KBUI. 


•Alkali,  etc  Works 
♦Bills   of   Exchange    Act 

(1882)  Amendment 
*CenBua  of  Production 
♦Charitable  Loan  Societies 

(Ireland) 
♦Colonial  Marriages 


^ronglit  In  b7 


Mr.  John  Bums 
Sir  J.  Walion 

Mr.  Uoyd  George 
Mr.  Cherry 

Mr.  Churehill 


ProtrtM. 


Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (178») 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Read  2"  Ist  Aug.  (1171) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Read  2"  30th  July  (683) 
Committee  1st  Aug.  (1142) 
Report  \  2nd  Aue. 

Read  3>  and  passed/   (1469) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 


Sq2 
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(B.)    House  of  C!ommons — continued. 


Title  ol  BilL 


*Cou8olidated    Fund  (Ap- 
propriation) 


Brought  In  by 


*Crown  liEnds 
^Deanery  of  Manchester 
*Dean  Forest 
♦Dogs 

♦Education  (England  and 
Wales) 

♦Extradition  [h.l.] 

♦Fatal  Accidents  and 
Sudden  Deaths  Inquiry 
(Scotland) 

♦Fertilisers  and  Feeding 
Stufb 

Ground  Game 

♦Isle  of  Man  Cuatoms 

♦Justices  of  the  Peace  (No.  2) 

♦Labourers  (Ireland) 


♦light  Kailways 

♦Local  Authorities  (Trans- 
fer of  Treasury  Powers) 

Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Act  (1898)  Amendment 


Mr.  Asguith 


^Musical  Copyright 


Mr.  McKenna 

Sir  H.  Campbeli-Banr 

nerrnan 
Mr.  McKenna 

Sir  E.  Straehey  . 


Mr,  Birrell 

Sir  Edward  Qrey 
Mr.  T.  Shaw 

Sir  E.  Straehey 

Mr.  Beak 
Mr.  McKenna 
Sir  W.  Robson 
Mr.  Bryce 

Mr.  Llojfd-Oeorge 
Mr.  McKenna 

Mr.  Patrick  O^Brien 
Mr.  T.  P.  ff  Connor 


Progien. 


Read  1°  1st  August  (1137) 
Bead  2°  2nd  Aug.  (1382) 
Committee|3^^„g(l,3,) 

Bead  3°  and  passed  4th  Auff. 

(1804) 
Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1789) 

Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Con!>ideration  of  Lords  Amend 

nient  2nd  Aug.  (1459) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Read  3°  and  passed  30th  July 

(476) 

Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1789) 

As  Amended  28th  July  (278) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1789) 

Lords  Am''ndment8  considered 

latAug   (1138) 
Lords  Amendments  considered 

3rd  Aug.  (1786) 
Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Bill  withdrawn  2nd  Aug.  (1382) 

Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 


Bead  2°  3l8t  July  (880) 
Committee  t  i  .   i 

Report  I  ^^*  '^"S- 

Read  3" and  passed  J  ^^^^''^ 
Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Bead  3'  and  passed  31st  July 

(8.57) 
Boyal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
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(fi.)      fiotrSE  OF  GOMMOKS— COn^tflUA^. 


TiU«otBUI. 

Bronghtinbr 

Prograas. 

*National  Galleries  of  Scot- 
land 

Mr.  Sinclair 

Read  2*  28th  July  (222) 

•Open  Spaces 

Sir  E.  Strachey 

Eoyal  Assent  4th  Aug,  (1790) 

Poor    Law    (Scotland) 
Amendment 

SirT.  Glen  Codies 

Read  I'  30th  July  (476) 

♦Post  Office  (Literature  for 
the  Blind) 

Mr.  Buxton 

Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

•Post  Office  Sites 

Mr.  Buxton 

Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

♦Prevention  of  Corruption 

[H.L.] 

Sir  J.  Walton 

Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1791) 

♦PubUc  Works  Loans 
♦Eevenue 

Mr.  McKeima 
Mr.  Asquith 

Read  !•  30th  July  (476) 
Read  2*  31st  July  (877) 

S^'*^                1  l8t  Aug. 
Read  3* and  passed  i    <"^'^ 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

♦Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  (Ireland) 

♦Sea  Fisheries    (Scotland) 
(Application  of  Penalties) 

Mr.  Sloan 
Mr.  Sinclair 

n*^!!J^            \30thJuly 
Considered                 i     jfn.A\ 

Read  3"  and  passed  )     ^'"**' 

Read  1"  31«t  July  (729) 

♦Small  Leaseholders  (Scot- 
land) 

Mr.  Sinclair 

Read  !•  28th  July  (267) 

Solicitors  [h.l.] 

Sir  Ed.  Clarke 

ReaTu*  and  passed  J     <'*'*' 
Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  1790 

♦Statute     Law     Bevision 

(Scotland) 
♦Street  Betting 

♦Trade  Disputes 

Mr.  T.  Shaw 

Royal  Assent  4th  Aug.  (1790) 

Mr.  Toxall 
Sir  W.  Bobson 

Read  2°  Slst  July  (860) 
Committee  Ist  Aug.  (1144) 
Committee  27th  July  (120) 
Committee  3rd  Aug.  (1607) 
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APPENDIX  n. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS,  SESSION  1906. 


List  of  Bulks,  Orders,  &&,  which  have  been  presented  during  the  Sesnon,  and  are 
required  hy  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  \xgea  the  Table  ol 
the  House. 

In  ContinueUton  of  Litt  given  inpreviout  Volume. 


Title  of  Paper. 


factory  and  Workshop  Acts '(Period  of  Employment),— 
Copy  of  Order,  dued  94th  July  1906,  made  by  the 
Seoretanr  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  pnr- 
■nance  of  Section  36  of  The  Factory  and  Worksnop  Act, 
1901,  revoking  an  Order  of  the  12th  January  1^64, 
and  granting  a  special  exception  as  regards  the  period 
of  employment  of  women  and.  young  persons  in  Fac- 
tories in  the  ooonty  of  Londw,  in  which  letterpress 
bookbinding  is  carried  on  [1  Edw.  VII.,  c.  22,  b.  126 
(3)] 

Factory  and  Worshope  Acts  (Period  of  Employment),— 
Copy  of  Order,  dated  24th  July  1906,  made  by  the 
SeoretarT'Of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  pur- 
suance of  Section  36  of  The  Factory  and  Woikshop 
Act,  1901,  revoking  certain  previous  Orders  and  grant- 
ing a  special  exoeption  for  a  period  of  one  year  as  re- 
guds  the  hours  of  employment  of  women  and  young 
persons  in  certain  classes  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
[1  Edw.  Vn.,  o.  22,  s.  126  (3)] 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889  (Ordinance), — CJopy 
of  Universitv  CourtiOrdinance  No.  XVIL  (St,  Andrews, 
No.  3)  (Institution  of  Degrees  in  A|^onItnre  and  re- 
lative ReguLitions)  [52  and  53  Vic.,  c.  55,  a  20] 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904,— Opy  of  Order  made  by  the  Ur- 
ban District  Coonoil  of  Portadown,  and  aonnrmed  by 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  dosing  certain  Shops 
within  the  said  Urban  District  [4  Edw.  VII.,  c.  31,  s. 
3  (3)] 

Shop  Hoars  Act,  1904,— <7opy  of  Order  made  by  the 
ConnoU  of  the  (Tity  of  Bath,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  nxins 
the  Hours  of  Closing  for  Hairdressers'  and  Barberr 
Shops  within  the  City  [4 Edw.  VII., c.  31,  s.  3  (8)] 


Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889  (Ordinance),— Copy  of 
Universitv  C!onrt  Ordinance  No.  XVIII.  (Edinmugh, 
No.  7)  (Alteration  of  Ordinance  No.  16  of  the  Cran- 
missioners  (1889),  Edinburgh  No.  1,  Re«alations  for 
Degrees  in  Medicine)  [52  and  53  Vic,  c.  65,  s.  20] 


Date  f  nna  whidi 
the  Period  runs. 


28  July 


38  July 


31  July 


1  August 


1  August 


4  August 


Period  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


40  days 


40  days 


12  weeks 


40  •lay.'* 


40  days 


12  weeks 
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INDEX 


TO  THK 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED   EDITION]. 
ELEVENTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1906. 

JVLT  il— AUGUST  4. 


EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

lulls  :   Read  Ilrst,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  IS.,  2b.,  8b.    [e.]  =>  Commons.    [/.]  =  Lords. 

Amendt.  =  Amendment.    0*.  » ObMnratlons.       Q$.    »   Questions.        A*.  =  Answers. 

Com.  =•  Committee.     Con.  =*  Conaidention.    Hep.  =  Report. 
Where  io  the  Index  *  is  added  with  Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it 

indioatea  that  no  Debate  took  place  on  that  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote. 
Subjects  diaonasedJn  Committee  of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  heading*,  and  also  under 

Members'  Namea,  wittiont  reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  Co.,  N.K} 

Clyda  RiTcr  Salmon  Poaching  Froaecntion, 
— Payment  of  Costs  incurred  by  Mr. 
D.   O'Connell,  Jidy  30,  432. 

Kingston  Estate,  Sale  {ffoposals  for — 
Appointment  of  Mr.  S.  Smith  as 
Inspector,  etc.,  July  30,  426. 

AbyMilua 

Oerman    Commercial    Treaty,    Prorisions 


Q.    Mr.  Ashley ;    .^    Sir  E.  Grey, 
Ailg.  4,  1801. 


of. 


Adoook  V.  Eez,  Caae  of 

Result  of  Trial,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.  Lonsdale; 

Jvly  80,  471. 


A.    Sir  J.  Walton, 


Admiralty 

Fir$t    Lori—Vit.    Hon.    Lord    Tweed- 
mouth. 

FinancUl  Seerttary — Rt.  Hon.  £.  Robert' 
son. 

Accountant    General's    Department — Re- 
organisation proposals. 

Q.    Mr.  Weir ;    A.    Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman,  July  27,  61. 


Admiralty — eoni. 

Canned    Foodstuffs  —  Meat,    Stock     of. 

Regulations    as    to   serving  out,  etc. 

Q.     Mr.    Alden;         A.     Mr.     E. 

Robertson,  Aug.  2,  1341,  1342. 

Granite  Contracts,  Specification  in. 
Q.    Sir  E.  Boyle ;    A.    Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, Aug.  3,  1602.  ' 

Jam  Contracts 

Provision  as  to  good  Bruit,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason;  A. 
Mr.  E.  Robertstm,  AmO'  3, 
1603. 

Quantity  condemned,  ^ioe  paid,  etc. 
Qs.    Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Lni>ton;    As. 
Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Atu.  2.  1341. 
1342. 

Vote  tor,  Jvly  27,  119. 
AfgbttTiiat^n 

Frontier,  Railway  Extensian  to^  me  India 
— B«ilways. 

Africa,  Central 

British  Protectorate— Proposals  as  to^Legis- 
lative  Council.  '  f^j 

Q.    Mr.  Reea;    .4.    Mr.  CSmrchiU, 
Jvly  30,  463. 
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Afr-AU] 


AMea,  Eut 

See  alao  names  of  plaeet. 

Pauna,    Preservation   of,    Protection      of 
Lake  Rudolf  Reserve,  etc. 
Q.    Sir  C.  HiU;   A.    Mr.  CJhuroUU, 
July  30,  462. 

Kilindini  Pot*.  Proposals  for  Improve- 
ment of. 

tt,Q.    Sir  C.  mu :   A.    Mr.  ChurohiU, 
Jvly  30,  4S2. 

Nairobi  and  Naivaaha  Government  Farms, 
Tabling  Reports  on,  proposed. 
Qs.    Sir  C.  mil;     At.    Mr.  Char- 
chill,  Jvlji  31,  677;     Aug.  3, 
1587. 

Aftioa,  South 

See  oho  Nane»  of  Cdoniet. 

Baantoland  and  Beohuanaland,  Visits  of 
High  Commissioaera  to— Reports  Pre- 
sented, Jvly  27,  3,  60. 

British  Indians,  Status  of— litwary  Test, 
Representations  a*  to,   proposed, 
Q.    Mr.  Rees;     A.    Mr.  ChnrohiU, 
Aug.  2,  1346,  1347. 

AMea,  Weit 

See  also  names  of  places. 
Fauna,  Preservation  of. 
Q.    Sir  C.   mu ;      A.    Mr.   CSiuitjhiU, 
July  30,  452. 

Sokoto  and  Hadeija— Tabling  Papers  deal- 
ing   with    MiUtaiy    Opwaticms,    pro- 
posed. '^ 
Q-    Sir  G.  Parker;    A.    Ifr.  C!hur- 
ohill,  Jyfy  30,  454. 

McGkin,  P..  Caw  oC 
Q.    Mr.  Dolan;     A. 
1,  1056,  1057. 


INDEX.  [Vol  162. 

July  27— Jug.  4. 

Agricoltore  and  Technical  Initraetian 


Mr.  Bryoe,  Aug. 


Agrienltnral  Or^aniiation  Society  (Iri«h) 
Grants  to 


Diac<xitinnaace  of,  jsoposed. 
Qs.    Jfr.  Flynn;    As.    Mr. 
Aug.  1,  1063,  1054. 


Btyoe, 


Incidence  of  Expenditure,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Hazleton ;    A.    Mr.  Bryce, 
July  30,  438. 

Ag^enltore  Department  (Scotland) 

J    Establishment  of.  Proposals  as  to. 
Os,    Mr.  Sinclair,  July  28,  266. 

Agricnltore  and  Fiaheries,  Board  of 

Pretidtnl—Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrington. 
Grants  paid  to. 

Q.     lit.  Essex ;    A.     Mr.  Asquith,  July 
30,  433. 

Report  of  Proceedings,  Presented,  July  27, 
3. 

8 


Department,  Ireland 

Experimental  Farm  and  Laboratory,  Pro- 
vision of,   proposed. 
Q.    Sir    T.    Esmonde;        A.     Mr. 
Bryce,   Aug.    1,    1067. 
Grants  paid  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Essex ;    A.    Mr.  Asqnith.  Julu 
30,  433. 

Veterinary  Branch  Sta£f,  Pay  wid  Status 
of. 
Q.    Sir    T.    Esmonde;       A.    Mr. 
Bryce,   Aug.   1,    1067. 

Ainsworth,  Kr.  J.  &  [Argyll] 

Army— Disbanded  Battalions— Facilitia 
for  Re-eogagemeat  of  moi,  etc.,  Aug.  1, 
1043. 

Land  Commission  for  ScoUand,  Proposals 
as  to  Establishmeot  of,  July  28,  275. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Biff.  Intro., 
July  28,  275. 

Alcohol 

Beverages    produced    and    oonsnmed    in 
various  Countries — Return  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  A.  C.  Corbett;     A.    Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  July  30,  429. 

Alden,  Mx.  P.  [Middlesex,  Tottenham! 

House  of  Commons  Lighting,  etc..  Depart- 
ment employees.  Pension  Claims  of, 
July  30,  470. 

Navy  Viotaalling  Storee,  Jam  and  Tinned 
Afeat  in,  etc,  Aug.  2,  1341. 

Prisons,  London,  Hindustani  laterpnteis 
in,  Aug.  2,  1358. 

Alexandra  (Vewport  and  Soath  Walee) 
Dooki  and  Sailway  Bill 

U  Boysl  Assent.  Aug.  4, 1701. 

Alieni 

Russian  Refugees  on  Board  the  "  Schwaibe  " 
and  "Adler,"  Reason  for  Refusal  of 
Admission  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Levy;   A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 

July  30,  431. 
Q.    Mr.    Lopton;     A.    Mr.    Glad- 
stone, Aug.  2,  1368. 

Alkali,  Ac.,  Worka  Regulation  Acts 

Report  (1905)  Presented,  July  28.  206, 
July  30.  287. 

Alkali,  Ac.,  Work«  BlU 


L  RoyiJ  Assent,  Aug  4,  1789. 

Allen,  Mr.  A  A  [Christchurch] 
Federated  Malay  States 

Gaming    Houses,  Regulations 
Licensing.  July  30,  464. 

Opinm  Payments  to  Miners,  alleaadt 
Jidy  30,  456. , 
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Ampthill,  Lord 

Ednoation  (England  and  Wales)  Bill  2b., 
A%g.  2,  im 

Navy,   Strength  of — Policy  as  to  Bedno- 
tion  in,  Jvlff  30,  313. 

Aniline  Dyeing  Trade 

Regulations  for,  Necessity  for  Scheduling 
as  a  Dangerous  Trade,  etc. 
Os.    Mr.   Tennant,   Aitg.   1,    1088; 
Mr.  Jowett,  1093;    Mr.  Glad- 
stone,  1104. 


SESSION  1906.  [Amp-Arm 

Jviy  21— Aug.  4. 

Armaments 

Hague    Conference,    Submitting    Question 


Annally  Estate 

Schools,  Endowment  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Meagher    ;    A. 
Jtdg  30.  420. 

Mi^or     [St. 


Vx.    Bryoe, 


Andrews 


Aattrnther-Oray, 

Burghs] 

Army      Hoise-Breeding      Establishments, 
Formation  of,  proposed,  JWy  28,  209. 

Boeyth  Water  Snpply,  Arrangement  for, 
Jvlg  28,  208. 

Anthrax 

Cases  of.  Method  of  Dealing  with— Neces- 
sity for  Stricter  Inspection  of  Wool 
at  Port  of  Entry,  etc. 
Ot.    Mr.  Jowett,  Aug.  1, 1093-1096, 
1106 :    Mr.  Byles,  1096,  1097  ; 
Mr.  Gladstone.  1105,  1106. 

Antrim 

Magistracy,      Religious      and      Political 
Opinions  of. 
Qt.    Mr.  C.  Craig,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ; 
At.    Mr.  Bryoe,  Awg.  1,  1064- 
1066. 

Arabia 

Muscat— Trade  Report  Presented,  J«Iv  30, 
287. 


Arohdale  Estate 

Sale  Proposals  for. 
Q.    Mr.  Farrell; 
30,422. 


A.    Mr.  Bryoe,  JWy 


Argentina 

Buenos  Ayree,  Imprisonment  of  Enslish- 
^  men  at,  while  awaiting  Trial — A^ged 

supineness  of  English  Consul,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson ;   A.    Sir  E. 
Grey,  Avg  3,  1586. 

Arklow 

Harbour  Works,  Decision  as  to. 
Qt.    Mr.   W.   Long,   Sir  T.   Esmondo ; 
At.    Mr.  Bryoe,  Avtg,  1,  1058. 

Armagh 

Direct    or    Contract    Labour — Result    of 
Inquiry. 

Q.    Mr.  McKiUop;   A.    Mr.  Bryce, 
Aug.  3,  1697,  1698. 

Orange     Disturbance — Cose     of    Lucinda 
Boohe. 
Q.    Captain  Craig ;  A.    Mr.  Bryoe, 
JtUy  31,  693. 
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to. 

Ot.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27, 
71,  72;  Mr.  A.  Lee,  78;  Mr. 
Beauohamp,  82;  Mr.  Bright, 
101 ;  Mr.  Madfiison,  105,  106  ; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  109-111  ; 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimerman, 
.    117,  ll8. 

Reduction  of — Proposals  as  to  Negotiations 
with  Foreign  Powers. 
Ot.    Mr.  A.  Lee,  Jvly  27,  Tl,  78  ; 
Mr.  Keir  Hardie,  80. 

Army 

Secretary    of     StaU—Rt.    Hon.    R.    B. 

Haldane. 
Patiiamentary  Seerrfsry— Earl  of   Ports* 

mouth. 

Financial      Secretary  —  Mr.      T.      R. 
Buchanan. 

Ammunition — Marks    iv.,     ▼.     and     vi.. 
Difference  between  Quantities  manu- 
factored,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    J.     M.     Robertson ;      A . 
Mr.  Haldane.  July  30,  446 

Artillery 

Field— Horses  required  for  Mobilisa* 
tion  under  New  Scheme. 
Qt.    Mr.    Soames;     A.    Mr. 
Haldane,  J^y  31,  696. 
Reduction  Proposals— Experts'  Opin- 
ions on 
Q.     Mr.     Arnold -Forster ;     A. 
Mr.  Haldane,  Avg.  2,  1326. 

Terms    of   Service,    Proposals    as    to 
Altering. 
Q.      Major     MoMicking;      A. 
Mr.     Haldane,     JnZy     30, 
460,  451. 

Barracks 

Contracts  for  Painting,  etc.— Proviso 
as  to  Fair  Wages. 

Q.  Mr.  Clynes;  A.  Mr. 
HaUane,  July  31,    674. 

Norwich  Barracks,  Decision  as  to. 

Qt.  Lord  Castlereagh,  Mr. 
Lehmann ;  At.  Mr.  Hal- 
dane, July  30,  449,  460. 

Q.  Mr.  Fell;  A.  Mr.  Hal- 
dane, Jvly  31,  674. 

Bremner,  Mr.,  Case  of. 

Q.    Mr.   C.   Salter;    A.    Mr.   Hal- 
dane,  Aug.  1, 1042. 

Canteens 

Baliincollig — ^Decision  aa  to  Contract* 
of  Canteen  and  Mess  Co-operativa 
Society,  Limited. 
Q.     Mr.     Sheehan;      A.      Mr. 
Haldane,  July  30,  449. 

Supply    System — Contracts    held    by 
Messrs.  Dickeson,  etc. 
Q.    CoL     Herbert;      A.     Mr. 
Haldane,  Jn^  30,  446,  440. 

[eont. 
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Army — cont. 

Ciril  EmplcjyiDent  of  Offioen  tmd«r  8np«r- 
(umuation  Aot,  tee  vnder  MiMeooM; 
OlGcem — ^Retired. 

Compalsoiy  Military  Serrioe,  see  Ihat  tide. 

Cannandit   Bangers,   alleged   attack   on, 
by  Natlonaligts  in  DooegaL 
Q.    Mr.   L<Hi8dale;    A.    Mr.   Hri- 

dane,  Aug.  3,  1600.  1601. 
Q.    Yisooont  Oastiereagk;  A.   Vt. 
Bryoe,  Aug.  3,  1608. 

Codtracts,  see  under  War  O/jiee. 

Defence  ol  tiie  'Empte,  tee  that  Me. 

Engineer  Serrioea  in  Sonthem  Conmumd — 
Ezpenieof  Cheoldngof  Measntements 
by  iiwpeotar. 
Q.    Mr.  I^etberstanhaagh ;   A.   Vx. 
HridMie,  Aug.  i,  IfiOO. 

Good  Coodaot  Medal,  Conditloas  of  Grant- 
ing. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan;    A,    Mr.  BaUane, 
July  30,  428. 
Gnazds 

Coldatroam,   3rd   Battalioa — Decision 
MjtosfBoding  to  Egypt> 
Q.    Sir    8.     Scott;     A.    Mr. 
Haldane.  July  30,  446. 

Irish,  Estimated  saving  by  disbanding 
instead  of  3rd  Coliutreani,  etc. 
Q.    Sir  R.  Hobart;     A.    Mr. 
Haldane.  July  30.  447. 

Mnaketcy  Soorea,  figure  of  Merit  for 

Signalling,  coat  of  Mobilising,  etc 

Qt.    lu.  Oonrthorpe ;  At.  Mr. 

Haldano,    July,    28,    210, 

211. 

Qnns  and  Ammtmitioa  Beeerre,  Oeation 
of,  proposed. 
Q.    lb.    Fell;     A.    Mr.    Haldane, 

July  28,  aoe. 

Horses 

Breeding   Establiahmenta,   Formation 
of,  proposed. 
Q.    Major       Anstrather-Gray ; 
A.     Mr.  Haldane,  July  28, 
209. 

FriTate    (Thargen,    etc.,    of    Officen, 
Acoomm<xlation  for,  in  Govern- 
ment stablea. 
<j.    Mr.  Gknoy ;  At.    Mr.  Hal- 
dane, Aug.  2,  1346. 

Indian,  tee  under  India. 

Lance,  Deoisioa  as  to  use  of. 
Q.    Mr.     Ashley;      A.    Mir.     Haldane, 
Aug.  4,  1800. 

Militia,  Vohmteen,  Yeomanry,  tee  Otote 
Met. 

Officers 

Majors  on  Begimenttl  Duty,  Begola- 
tions  as  to  Number  of,  {soposed. 
Q.    Sir  B.  Hobart:     A.    Mr. 
Haldane.  July  30,  447. 

Retired,  Civil  Employment  under 
Superannuation  Act  —  Betnm 
Presented,  July  30,  288,  407. 
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July  27— Aug.  4. 

Army — cont. 
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Pay-list  of  Exoepticos  Preacnied,  Jidy 
30,4Mi  JulySl,Sm.i       ^ 

Pensiona. 

Bryson,  T.  H.,  Case  d 
Q.    Mr.  T.  Smitii;    A.    Mr.  Hal- 
dane, Aug.  i,  1346. 

Return   (1906-6)  Pteaented  Aug.  S, 
1179,  1320. 

Ftnannel,  Beduotioa  of 

Disbanded   Batta&ans 

Encouragement  ol  Noo-oom- 
missioned  Officers  and  men 
to  re-oigage. 

Q.  lb.  Ainsworlii;  A. 
ill.  Haldane,  Amy.  1, 
1043. 

Beaervists  comaeotad  wHb. 
Qt.    &x  C.  Baaeh;    At.    Mr. 
Haldaoe,  July  39,  4M. 

PolitJoal   Gatberings,    Begulationa    as  to 
Attendance  at. 
Qe.    Mr.   Monell;    At.    Mr.   S»l- 
daDe.Aug.  3,  1603.. 

Beomits — Measmemento  ol,  objeet  of  Be- 
tom  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Brodie ;  A.    Ur.  Haldane. 
Aug.  3,  1690,  1600. 

Regimental  Debts  Ad!— Further  Begnla- 
tions  Presented,  Aug.  1,  882 ;  Aug.  2. 
1320. 

Bearganisation  proposala 

Issue  of  paper  showing  DeMb,  jto- 

posed, 

Q.    Sir    J.    Didmoa-Poyndo' ; 

A.    Mr.  Haldans.  July  30. 

447.  448. 

Memorandum  Pteaented,  Aug.  1,  882. 

Papers,  etc..  Presented,  Aug.  1,  883. 

Beserve,  Further  Begolations  Presented. 
July30,*!l»;  J^ay31B9d. 

Seditions     literature    Cb'onlated     among 
Soldiers  in  beland,  method  of  dealing 
witiu 
Ot.    Mr.  Long,  Aug.  2,  14^ ;   Mr. 
Bryoe,   1462.     -      • 

Stobs    Camp— Arrangements    toe    safety 
of  Pedestrians  using  drove  Bead,  etc. 
Q.    Sir  J.  Jaidine;    A.    Mr.  Hal- 
dane, Aug.  2,  1325. 

Stores — Provisions  in   Contract  for  Con- 
veyance from  Dublin  to  KUbride. 
Q.    Mr.  Field;    A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
Aug.  1,  104L 

War  OfBoe,  ta  that  fM*. 
Army  Estimatei 

Ordnance  Factories— £100,  Com.*  July  31, 
842,  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Beduction    Proposals  for  1906-7. 

Qs.     Mr.    Fell,    Lord    Balcarree ;     At. 
Mr.  Haldane,  July  28,  200,  210. 

[eonL 
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Amy  EstimateB— ^on'- 

BarjiaB  aa   one   Vote   applied  to  m«et 
Ezoeoses  on  othcn;  Votes. 

Kxplmifttion  of  S^Btem. 

Ot.  Vt.  W.  Rothecford,  Jvijf 
30,  576,  578,  582;  Mr. 
Dhairman,      676 ;  Mr. 

MoKenna,  576,  578;  Mr. 
a  Hay,  676,  678,  681 ;  Mr. 
Haldane,  677.  681,  682; 
Mr.  V.  Cavendish,  Sir  E. 
Canon,  Mr.  H.  Beach,  578. 

Motion  (Mr.  MoKenna),  Jvly  30,  573- 
576;  July  31,  871-874. 

VolimteM  Corpe,  Pay  and  Allowances — 
£1,244,000,  Com.;  Jvly  31,  841; 
Sep.;  A%g.  1,  1074. 

War  Office  and  Army  Accounta  Depart- 
ment—£669,000,  Com.;  Jvly  31,  842 ; 
Rep.;  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Arnold-Forster,  St  Hon.  H.  0.  [Croydon] 

Artillery  Bednoti<»i  Propoeals,  Experts' 
Opinions  on,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1326. 

Transvaal,  SeU-Ooremment  for — Terms 
of  New  CJonatitation,  Jvly  31,  794-79S. 

Arran,  Earl  of 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b..  Jvly  27,  48 
Com.,  Jvly  30,  348,  367,  372. 

Art  and  Science  Buildings 

Vote  for,  July  31,  809  ;  Avg.  1,  1070. 

Artillery 

See  under  Aimy. 

Ascot  District  Oas  (Electric  Lighting)  Bill 

;.  Soyal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Ashbonme,  Lord 

Dogs  Bin,  Com,,  Jvly  30,  880. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  2k.,  July  27,  34, 
37-40 :  Com.,  Jvly  30,  349,  355-368, 
360,  361.  362,  366,  386,  387,  388,  391, 
S02,  894. 

Laundries,  Inspection  of — Amendment  of 
Faetories  Act,  proposed,  Jvly  27,  24. 

Local  GoTermnent  (Ireland)  Act,  (1898) 
Amendment  Bill,  2b.,  Aug.  3,  1470, 
1472,  1673,  1674. 

Pnblio  Works  (Loans)  Bill,  2b..  Aug.  3, 
1468,   1469. 

Ashley,  Mr.  W.  W.  fLancashire,  N.,  Black- 
pool] 
Abyssinia  —  Provisions     of      Commercial 
Treaty  with  Germany,  Aug.  4,  1801. 
Army — Laaoe.    Decision    aa    to    Use    of, 

Aug.  4.  1800. 
Consolidated    Fond    (Appropriation)   Bill, 
2b.,  Aug.  2,  1436. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  BOl— 
Teachers'  Register,  Nsbms  on,  eto., 
July  30,  466. 
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SESSION  1906. 
July  27 — Aug.  i. 

Ashley,  Mr.  W.  W.—cont. 


[Arm— Asq 


Greaiwioh  Obeeryatory,  Effect  of  London 
Connty  Oonnoil  Eleotrio  Power  Station 
— Date  of  Presenting  Committee  Re- 
port, July  31,  606. 

Inoome-Tax  Liability  of  Foreign  Traders 
with  Offices  in  United  Kingdom, 
A»g.  4,  1803. 

London  Water  Supply,  Defects  of  and 
Proposals  for  Deding  with,  Aug.  4, 
1803. 

Morocco 

British  Trade  with.  Development  of, 

Aug.  2,  1485,  1436. 
Land  Sales  to  Foreigners,  Conditions 

of,  Avg.  2,  1363. 
Police  in  Coast  Towns,  Powers  of,  to 

deal  with  Slavery,  Aug.  2,  1362. 
Slavery,  in  Result  of  Negotiations  as 

to.  Aug.  g,  1436.  1437. 

Navy— T(nrpedo  Boat  Destroyers,  Pro- 
vision of  Turbine  Machinery  for, 
Aug.  4,  1799,  1800. 

Poet  OfSoe  MaO  Van  Contracts— Result  of 
Inquiry,  July  31,  708. 

Asquith,  Et.  Hon.  H  B..—Chane»llor  of  the 
Exchequer  [Fifeshire,  E.] 
Agriculture  Boards  in  England  and  Ireland 
Grants  Paid  to,  July  30,  433. 

Beer  Duty,  Revenue  from — ^Effect  of 
Consumption  of  Lighter  Beers,  etc., 
July  31,  704. 

Consols,  Decline  in— Losses  of  Savings 
Bank  Investors,  etc.,  Jvly  31,  70'.. 

Death  Duties— Payments  during  last  six 
Years,  Aug.  2,  1365. 

Dublin  Revaluation,  Proposals  as  to 
Proceeding  with,  Jvly  28,  219. 

Ecdeeiastical  Discipline  Commission  Re- 
port, Cost  of,  Aug.  2,  1366. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill, 
3b.,  July  30,  483-490. 

Income-Tax' 

Porrign  Traders  with  Offices  in  United 
Kingd<m,  liability  ot,  Aiig.  4, 
1802. 
Percentage  of  Population  Liable  for 
in  Different  Portions  of  United 
Kingdom,  July  30,  423. 

London  Custom  House  Quay,  Decision  as 

tot  Aug.  3,  1696. 
Members    of   Parliament,    Payment   of— 
Legislative   Proposals,  etc.,  July  30, 
413. 

Nickel  Coins,  Issue  of,  instead  of  Bronze, 
proposed,  Jvly  31,  706. 

Taxes,  Collectors  of.  Conditions  of  Appoint- 
ment of,  .^u?.  2, 1356. 

Tea  Duty — Amount  paid  u:.der  Concession, 
Tvly  28,  214. 
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Aaqnith.  Bt.  Hon.  H.  K.-eoiU. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1712- 
1714,  1763,  1764,  1766,  1771. 

Whisky,  Patent-Stilland  Pot-StiU,  Regula- 
tions as  to  Blending — Sentenoe  on 
Ifr.  Foley,  Jvlp  30,  413;  Jvlu  31, 
685. 
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July  27 — Aug.  i. 

Baker,  lb.  J.  A.  [Pinsbwy,  £.] 


Bengal,  Eastern,  tee  under  India. 
Tea  Lands,  Aaseasment  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Laidlaw ;   A.  Mr.  Morley,  July  3, 
698. 

Athen 

Rural  Postmen,  Wages  of. 
Q.  Mr.  O'iShaughnessy ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton, 
Aug.  1,  1029,  1030. 

Atherley- Jones,  lb.  L.  [Dnrhun,  N.W.] 

New  Forest  Crown  Lands,  Alleged  En- 
croachment on — Case  <xf  Purkis,  July 
30.  470. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  168- 
171 ;  Aug.  3,  1632,  1658,  1686-1688, 
1755. 

Attorney-General 

Sir  J.  Lawaon  Walton. 

Attomey-Oeneral  for  Ireland 

lU.  Hon.  R.  R.  Cherry. 

Antninn  Session 

Bee    under    Parliamentary    Procedure — 
Session. 

Avon  and  Stonr  Conserranoy 

Extension— Proposals  as  to  Tabling  Report. 
Q.    Mr.     W.     D.   Ward;      A.    Sir    E. 
Strachey,    Aug.    1,    1040;      Aug. 
2,  1337. 

Baoon 

American — Measures    proposed    for    Pre- 
vention of  Importation  of  Tnberouloos 
Bacon. 
Q.  Mr.    Fetheratonhaugh ;     A.  Mr. 
Bryoe,  July  31,  686,  687. 

Baonp  Corporation  Bill 

e.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  27,  67. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  i,  1792. 

Bag^lidad  Bailway 

British  Control  of  portion  between  Bagh- 
dad and  the  Persian  Qnlf,  Impcniance 
of. 
Ot.  Mr.  Rees,  Aug.  2,  1419,  1420. 

Extension    to    Khor    Abdullah,    Decision 
as  to. 
Q.  Captain  Paber ;  A.  Sir  E.  Gtey, 
Aug.  2,  1324. 

Information  as  to  Progress  made  with,  etc. 
Ot.    Mr.     Rees,    Aug.    4,    1812,  1813, 
Sir  E.  Grey,  1837. 
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Prisons 

Convicts  unfit  for  Prison  Discipline, 
Proposals  as  to,  July  30,  463. 

Epileptic  Convicts,  Number  of  (1904-5) 
July  30,  463. 

Transvaal — Rcstrictioofi  on  sale  of  Opani 
to  Chiueae,  July  30,  450. 

Baker,  Sir  J.  [Portsmouth] 

Naval  Shipbuilding — Distribi-tion  of  Watt 
between  Private  and  Government 
Yards,  July  27,    119. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Bailway  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Baloarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  N.,  Chorley] 
Army  Estimates  1900-7,  Proposals  is  to, 
July  28,  210. 

Census  of  Production  Bill,  2b.,  Aug.  1, 
1171,  1175. 

Coal  Mines  Inspection  System,  Propcaak 
for  Extension  of,  July  2S,  215. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill— 
Teachont'  Register,  Proposals  ss  to 
Renewal  of,  July  30,  467. 

London  Custom  House  Quay,  Decisioa 
aaU>,Aug.3,\595. 

National   Galleries  of   Scotland  Bill,  2r., 

July  28,  243. 
Naval     Expenditure — Surpluses     on    one 

Vote  applied  to  meet  Excesses  od  other 

Votes,  July  30,  674. 
Street  Betting  Bill,   Com.,   Aug.  1,  114& 

1158,  1162,  1163. 

Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.  [London] 

Armaments,  Reduction  of — Submitting 
Question  to  Hague  Conference,  Juh/ 
27,  109-111. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  July  30, 
474,  476. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  BiD, 
2s.,  Aug.  2,  1389,  1394. 

Defsnoe  of  the  Empire. 

Committee  of  Defence. 


Con!<titution    of,    Aug. 
1390. 


2.   1389, 


Prime     Minister     as    Head 
of,  Aug.  2,  1300,  1391. 
Functions  of,  Aug.  2,  1392,  1394. 

Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  sit 

on,  proposed,  Aug.  2,  1392- 

1397. 
Party    Element,    Necessi^    for 

Elimination  of,  Aug.  2, 1390- 

1392. 

Representatives  from  the  Goloniee 
and  India,  proposed,  Aug.  2, 
1392,  1393. 

Ednoation  [England  and  Wales]  Bill,  Sb.» 
July  30,  618,  646-652. 
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BalfDor,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.—eont. 

Navy 

Redaotion  in  Strength  of.  Proposals 
as  to  —  Responsibility  of  Sea 
Lords,  etc.,  Jvlff  27.  107-113. 

Shiplrailding — Speed  in  Construction, 
Adrantages  of  Great  Britain 
over  Foreign  Nations,  July  27, 
112,  116. 

Two-Power  Standard,  Proposals  and 
Necessity  for  Maintaining,  JtUy  27, 
111,  112;   Avg.  2,  1396,   1396. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1685, 
1686,  1707-1712,  1763,  1764,  1769- 
1771,  1776. 

Transvaal  Self-government  —  Terms  of 
New  Coostitation,  Jidtf  31,  798-804. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord 

dnoation    (England    and    Wales)    Bill, 
2b.,  A»g.  2,  1210,  1211 ;    Aitg.  3, 
1571. 
Committee   Stage,   Date   of  Taking, 
Aug.  3,  1571. 

House  of  Lords  Offices. 

Report  of  Select  Committee,  Post- 
ponement of  Consideration  of, 
propose<l,  Aug.  3.  1472,  1474, 
1576,  1576. 

Rooms  proposed  to   be  given  over  to 
Commons,  Aug.   3,   1472,    1576- 
1677. 
Laboorers    (Ireland)     Bill,     Commons' 
Amendts.  to  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con., 
Aug.  2,  1316. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Aot  (1898) 
Amendment  Bill,  2b.,  Aug.  3,  1471, 
1674. 

B«lliiia 

Fairs,    Decision   as   to   New    Patent   for 
Holding. 
Q.    Mr.  Fethorstonhaogh ;   A.    Mr. 
Cherry,  Aug.  1.  1037. 

Ballinoolllg 

Canteen,  He  under  Army — Canteens. 

Ballybofey 

Extra  Police,  Reason  for  Employing. 

Q.    Mr.  MaoVeigh ;   A.    Mr.  Bryoe, 
July  30,  419,  420. 

BaUyiadare 

Foreshore,    Ownership    of    —    Claim    of 
Mr.  McGloin,  etc. 
Qi.    Mr.  Fetherstonhangh ;   A.  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,    July   28.  217; 
Aug.  2,  1329. 

Banbury,  Sir  P.  G.  [London,  City  of] 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  2b.,  July  31,  877. 
Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  131- 

133,      158-161,     165-167,     177-180; 

Aug.   3,  1609,  1610,  1611.  IMl,  1644. 

1645.  1684,  1609-1708, 
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Drainage  Scheme,  Proposals  as  to  Carrying 
oot. 
O*.  Mr.  Gordon,  Aug.  2,  1446. 

Barking  Light  Bailwiys  (L<inds)  Order 

Prosonted,  Aug.  1,  88«,  1020. 

Barlow,Mr.P.lBe.lfod] 

Education    (England    and 
3b.,  July  30,  537.  638. 


Wales)    Bill. 


Barnard,  Lord 

Dogs  Bill.  Com.,  July  30,  395. 

Barnard,  Kr.  R  B.  [Kiddermimter] 

Corporation  of  London  fBlackfriars  and 
other  Bridges]  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts. 
Con.,  July  30,  565  567. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  ard 
Improvements)  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  30,  569. 

Barrie,  Kr.  H.  T.  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill. 
Con.,  July  30,  693. 

Barry,  Mr.  E.  [Cork  Co.,  S.] 

Coolraountain  School  Teachers'  Salary, 
Amount  of,  July  31,  714. 

Land  Purchase. 

Mining   Rights,   Powers   of  Commis- 
sioners as  to,  July  31,  712. 

Stamp    Duty    Payable    on    Transie- 
tions,  July  31,  726. 

Barrymore,  Lord 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill.  Com.,  July  30. 
388. 

Bath 

Shop  Hours  Aot,  Ordw  made  under,  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  1,  882,   1026. 

Bawden,  Dr.  J.  B.,  caw  of 

Decision  of  General  Medical  Council. 

Q.    Mr.     Bowles;    A.    Mr.    Glad- 
stone, July  28,  216. 

Beach,  Mr.  K.  Hicks  [Glonoester,  Tewkes- 
bury] 

Army  Estimates — Surpluses  on  one  Vote 
applied  to  meet  Excesses  on  other 
Votes,  July  30,  678. 

Dape  Colony  Voters  Disfranchised  after 
the  War — Date  of  regaining  Votes, 
Aug.  2,   1348. 

Dogs  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts.  Con.,  Aug. 
2,    1469. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill. 

Caanse  4— Liability  for  Cost  of  Ballots, 
?to.,  Aug.  2,  1368. 

street  Betting  Bill,  Com..  Aug.  1,  1164. 

Beale,  Mr.  W.-  P.  [Ayrshire,  S.] 

National  Galleries  of  Scotluid  Bill.  2b., 
July  28,  267. 
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Beanohamp,  Earl 

Laundries,  Inspection  of — Amendment  of 
Factories  Act,  proposed,  Jvly  27,  23. 

Leokhampton  Hill  Right  of  Way  Dis- 
turbance— Sentence  on  Barrett,  etc., 
July  30,  328. 

Marriage  With  Foreigners  Bill,  2b.,  Jvly 
31,  608;  Com.,  Aug.  1,  I02I. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  2b.,  Aug.  1,  1022 ; 
Com.,  Avg.  2,  1906. 

Beanohamp,  Mi.  H.  W.  [Suffolk,  Lowestoft] 
Armaments,     Seduction     of — Submitting 
Question  to  Hague  Conference,  July  27, 
82. 
Navy 

Armoured  Qmiaers,  Suspension  of 
Constaniotion  of,  proposed,  July 
27,  84. 

Battleships 

Comparative  Value  of  Small  and 
Large  Ships,  July  27,  83,  84. 

New  Oonstmotion,   Proposals  as 
to,  July  27,  82. 

Increased  Cost  of  Individual  Ships, 
July    27,    83. 

Shipbuilding  —  Foreign  Programmes, 
July  27,  83. 

Beer 

Duty,    Revenue   derived  from — Effect  of 
Oonsumpticm  of  Lighter  Beers,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Roberts;  A.    Mr.  As- 
quith,  July  31,  704. 

Belfut 

Dock    Accommodation — Offer    of    Messrs. 
Harland  ft  Wolff,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    Redmond,    Mr.    Mao- 
Veagh  ;  As.     Mr.  Uoyd-George, 
Aug.  2.  1377,  1378. 
Post  Offloe 

Clerical  Staff  Memorial,  Reply  to. 

Q.    Mr.  Sloan;  A.    Mr.   Bux- 
ton, Avg.  1,  1028. 

Counter  Work,  Facilities  for  Leazning. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan;  A.    Mr.   Bux- 
ton, Aug.  4,  1794. 
Learners,  Transfer  of,  to  Lcmdcn — ^In- 
crease of  Pay  as  Lodging  Allow- 
ance, proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.    Mr. 
Bnxt<m,  Jviv  31,  678. 
Overship,  Promotion  to  in  1906. 

Q.    Mr.  Sloan;  A.    Mr.  Bux- 
ton, Aug.  2,  1331. 

Postmaster's    evidence    before    Select 
Committee  as  to  Postmen's  Wages. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan;  A.    Mr.  Bux- 
ton. Aug.  4,  1794. 

Smoke  Nuisance,  Measures  for  Abate- 
ment of. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan;  A.    Mr.  Bux- 
ton, Aug.  2,  1331,  1332. 

Queen's  College— Report  (1905-6),  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  2,  1178,  1318. 
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Stock  Exchange,  R^istratian  of. 
Q.    Mr.     MacVeaf^;    A.    ib.    Uaji- 
George,  Aug.  2,  1378. 

Bell,  Itx.  B.  [Derby] 
Railways 

Accidents — Date  ~  of  Issuing  Betuni 
for  1905,  July  31,  681. 

Hours  of  Labour — Date  of  Freaeiiting 
Return,  July  31,  681. 

Bellain,  Kr.  C.  [Lynn  R^] 

Bermuda  Old  Floating  Dock,  Ships  Docked 
in  since  1902,  etc.,  Jidy  30,  411. 

Conud  Company,  Amount  of  Subsidy  to, 
Aug.   3,    1589. 

German  Naval  Shipbuilding  Prognumne, 

Aug.  3,  1692. 
Navy 

Battleship  to  be  named  Lord  Neboa, 
proposed,  July  27,  65. 

Information  as  to  date  of  baiUiiig 
certain  Battleships,  Aug,  3.  15S1 

"  Montagu "  Salving  Operaticni, 
Casualties  involved  in.  Ami.  i, 
lZ4Si. 

Policy  of  the  Government,  basis  fbt 
framing,   July  21,   727,  728. 

Strength 

Comparative  strength  with  Fiaoct 
and  G«rmaay,  in  BattJeshiia 
and  Cruisers,  Julu  27,  K, 
96. 

Reduction  in.  Proposals  as  t»— 
Responsibility  of  Sea  Lordi, 
etc,  July  27.  93,  94. 

Tonnage — Comparison  with  fotogD 
Countries,  Aug.  2,  134L 

Portsmouth  Canteen  Committee,  alleged 
Attempt  to  override  Decision  of, 
Aug.  I.  1038. 

Belloc,  Mr.  H.  V.  P.  E.  [Salford.  S.] 

Bducation  (Englaod  and  Wales  BiD,  3  s., 
July  SO,  BOIir^m. 


Berkshire 

Charities  —  Further 
Aug.  1,  1026. 


Return      Presented, 


Bermuda 

Floating  Dook,  old.  Ships  docked  in  since 
1902 — ^Amount  unexpended  of  Dock 
Extension  Item. 
Q.  Mr.  Bellairs ;  u4.  Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, July  30,  411,  412. 

Bertram,  Itx.  J.  [Herts,  ffitcbin] 

Stnet  Betting  Bill,  Omn.  Aug.  1,  1166. 

Bethell,  lEr.  X  H.  [Essex,  Romford] 

Tel^vph  Offloe,  Gentnl— Testing  oDsli- 
ncationsfor  supervisory  duties,  Jufy  27, 
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Bills 

Private— Standing   Orders  220  and  246, 
Suspension  of,  ordered,  Jvly  30,  403. 

BillB  of  Ezoliange  Act  (1882)  Amendment 
Bill 

I  Com.*  and  Sep.*  Jvly  27,  4. 
3b.,  July  30,  401. 
Royal  Assent,  Atig.  4, 1790. 

B'rmingham 

Housiog  Committee  «.  J.  Boderick,   De- 
cision in  oase  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  Bnms, 
Aug.  3,  1691. 

Birmingham,  Bishop  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  3,  im. 

Birrell,  Bt.  Hon.  A.— '''«**<i<"'>  Board  of 
Edveation  [Bristol,  N.] 

Education  (EWland  and  Wales  Bill),  3b., 
Jid^lo,  S62-560. 

Clawe  4 

Liability  for  cost  of  ballots,  etc., 
Aug.  2,  1368. 

Beg:a]ations  referred  to  in  Sob  -  section 
(1)  (a).  Date  of  pablishing, 
July  30,  409. 

Subsection  4,  application  of,  Aug. 
3,  1S91. 

Teaohsfs'  Begister,  Names  on,  pro- 
posals as  to  renewing,  etc., 
July  30,  46S,  467. 

Transfer  of  officials  under  Clause  26, 
Date  o^  Jiiy  28,  207. 

Free  Education,  Bight  of  Parents  to 
demand,  Juif/  30,  409. 

Orant  of  £200,000,  Items  and  PartioulaM 
of,  Aug.  1,  1049. 

Holloway — ^Partitions  in  Eden  GroTe 
School,  Aug.  1,  1031. 

Marston  Sicca — ^Date  of  tabling  Beport 
on  Cooper  School,  July  30,  469. 

Oxford  Pupl  Teachers  Centre,  Reason  for 
I  dosing,  etc,  July  30,  430;    Aug.  2, 

1337. 
Secondary   School,  Begnlations — Interpre- 
tation of  Paragraph  8,  Aug,  4,  1797. 

Watford  Orammar  Schools  Inquiir — De- 
cision as  to  need  for  Secondary  School, 
etc.,  July  30,  467,  468. 

West  Ham  Schools,  alleged  overcrowding 
at  Hermit  Road  and  Star  Lane, 
July  30,  468. 

Worsthome  Council  School,  Proposals 
for  closing,  Aug.  3,  1589. 

Births 

Annual  Beport  (Ireland)  1906,  Presented, 
Aug.  2,  1178.  1318. 
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Bissett,  Kr.  d  Case  of 

Decision  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Thomasson ;   A.    Mr.  Churchill, 
July  31,  676,  677. 

Blairgowrie 

Water  storage  of  Mills,  Powen  of  Com- 
missioners to  take  away. 
Q.    Mr.   Wilkie;    A.    Mr.  Sinclair, 
Aug.  S,  16()6.   1606. 

Blythswood,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2,  1249. 


Boiler  Explosions  Acts 

Working   of — Beport   Presented,   Aug. 
1462,  1681. 


3, 


Beland,  Xr.  J.  P.  [Kerry,  S.] 

Holloway — ^Partitions  in  Eden  Grove 
School,  Aug.  1, 1030, 1031. 

Irish  Language,  Teaching  in  Schools — Pro- 
cedure in  Introducing  Bi-lingual 
System,  Julv  31,  720. 

Magillicuddy  Estate,  Sale  d — ^Beaaon  for 
Exclusion  of  Mrs.  E.  Joy,  July  31,  716. 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b., 
July  28,2*6. 

Fortnutgae — Appointment  of  Justice  of  the 
Fewie,  proposed,  Aug.  3,  1696. 

Trade  Statistics,  Irish,  Decision  as  to 
Publication  of,  July  31,  721. 

Bookbinding 

Period  of  Employment  of  Women  and 
Young  Persons  —  Order  Oranti  ig 
special  Ezoepti<ms  presented,  July  2S, 
206;  July  30,288. 

Borneo 

Brunei  Order  in  Oonnoil  Presented,  Aug.  3, 
1462.1680. 

Bottondey,  Mr.  H.  W.  [Hackney,  S.] 

Servia,  Diplomatic  Relations  witii — Con- 
ditions of  Benewing  by  Great  Britain, 
Aug.  2,  1362. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  2b., /Wy  31,  861,  868 ; 
Com.,  Aug.  1,  1148,  1149,  1160.  1153. 
1164,  1163. 

Boolton,  HiX-  A-  C-  F.  [Hunts,  Bamsey] 
Richmond    Park    Boads.    Condition    of, 
July  31,  709. 

Bowles,  Mr.  0.  8.  [Lambeth,  Norwood] 

Bawden,  Dr.  J.  B.,  Oase  of— Decision  of 
General  Medical  Ooonoil,  July  28,  216. 

Navy 

Canteen  System — ^Decision  as  to  In- 
quiry, Aug.  2, 1344. 

Gunnery.  Practice — ^Alleged  Waste  of 
Ammunition  by  Sheeness  Divi- 
sion, .iti;.  i,  1344. 

\eont. 
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BowlM,  Mr.  G.  8.— «<»»<• 

Nary— «on/. 

Shipbnilding — Speed  in  Constraotion, 
Advantages  of  Great  Britain  over 
Foreign  Kations,  July  27,  98.  99. 

Strength. 

"  Dilke "  Retnrn,  Misleading 
Nature  of,  JWy  27, 97, 98.  • 

Seduction  in.  Proposals  as  to, 
JWy  27,  96-100. 

Navy  Estimates — Surpluses  on  one  Vote 
applied  to  meet  Excesses  on  other 
Votes,  JtiZy  30, 671. 

Revenue  interception — Return  (1904-1907) 
proposed,  Aug.  1,  1039. 

Tax  Collectors,  Conditions  of  Appointment 
of,  Aug.  2. 1366. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  120- 
127,  134,  168,  172,  173,  183-186,  197 ; 
A»g.  3,  1610,  1614-1616,  1639,  1641, 
1673-1676, 1723,  1724, 1733. 

Boyle,  Sir  E.  [ronton] 

Admiralty  Qranite  Contracts,  Specifications 
in,  Aug.  3,  1602. 

Braoe,  Mr.  W.  [GUmorgan,  8.] 

Mines,  Eight  Hours  Day  in — Objections  to 
Appointment  of  Committee  of  In- 
quiry into,  Aug.  1,  1099,  1100, 1101. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1766. 
Branudon,  Mr.  T-  A.[Portemonth] 

Navy. 

Courts  Martial  Procedure,  Inquiry  into, 
proposed,  July  31,  696. 

IMso^line— Sentences  for  Offence  of 
Striking  Superior  Officer,  July  31, 
693,694. 

Strength  of.  Proposed  reduction  in — 
Responsibility  of  Sea  Lords,  etc, 
July  27,  nt  92. 

Bhmey,  Lord 

Marines,  Reserve  for,  proposed,  July  30, 
290. 

Navy 

Reserve 

Admiral  Superintendent  of. 
Representation  of  at  Chief 
Commercial  Porte  by  an 
Officer  of  Standing  in  the 
Service,  July  30,  201. 

NBoers,  securing  bibber  stuidard 
of   efficiency  proposed,  July 
30, 290. 
Recommendations  of  Committee 
on,  July  30,  288,  290. 

Shipbuilding,  Reduction  in  Vote  for, 
possibiEty  at  efEeotin^  July  30, 
289. 
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Bridg^eman,  Kr.  W.  C,  [Shropshire,  Oswertiy] 
Education  (England  and  Wales)  BiH 

Regulations  Referred  to  in  Oanse  4 
(1)  (a),  date  of  publishing,  Jii/y  30, 
40S. 

Magistrates,  Political  Test  for,  on  Appoint- 
ment, ]Kopoeed,  Aug.  2,  I38I,  1382. 

Orange  River  Colony  Constitution,  Fro- 
posals  for  Discussion  of,  July  31,  677. 

Bfight,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Oldham] 

Armamente,  Reductim  of  —  Submitting 
Question  to  the  Hague  Conference, 
July  27.  101. 

Navy,  Expenditure  on — Proposals  as  to 
Reduction,  July  27,  100, 101. 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill 

e.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.,  Aug.  2,  1426. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1793. 

Britiih  Xnaenm 

Irish  Newspapers  in — Transfer  to  Dnbliji 
National  Library,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir   T.    Esmonde;    ^.  Mr.   Me- 
Kenna,  JWy  31,  726,  727. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  823  ;   Aug.  1,  1073. 

Broadmoor  Criminal  Lonatie  Aiylnm 
Vote  for,  JiUy  31,  819 ;  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Brodie,  Mr.  H.  C.  [Surrey,  Reigate] 

Army  Rccruite,  Object  of  Return  as  to 
Measurements  of,  Aug.  3, 1609. 

Hospita  s.  Exemption  of,  from  Rates  and 
Taxes,  propped,  Aug.  3,  1601. 

Yeomanry 

Discharges,  Period  of  Rendering  Return 
as  to,  Aug.  3,  1699. 

Expenditure  Return,  Annual  issue  of, 
proposed,  Aug.  3,  1600. 

Recruits  for  Army,  DisoontJnnance  of 
Return  as  to,  proposed,  Aug.  3, 
1600. 

BromtgroTO  Bnral  District  Couual 

Loan  for  Improvement  Works  in  Hagley 
and  Clent,  Reason  for  Refusal  d. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  B.  Hannsworth;   A.  Mr. 
Bums,  Aug.  2,  1337,  1338. 

Brown,  B.  L.,  Estate  of 

Reinstatement  claim  of  P.  Ryan. 

Q.  Mr.  Joyce ;    A.  Mr.  Bryoe,  Juiy  31, 
713. 

BryOOt  Ifc-  J-  A.  [Inverness  Bniighs] 

Militia  UnifcHin  Oontraoto,  Allocation  of, 
Aug.  2,  1326. 

Post  Office  Dnifcmn  Contracts,  Allocatioq 
of.  Aug.  2, 1366. 
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Bryee,  £t   Hon.    J.— Chief   Secretary  for 
Ireland  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

AghanUsh— Case  of  P.  McGIoine,  Aug.  1, 
1057. 

Agricultural   Organisation  Society  Grants 

Discontinuance  of,  proposed,  Aug.  1, 
1053,  1054. 

Incidence  of  Expenditure,  etc.,  July 
30,i3». 

Agriculture,  etc..  Department 

Experimental  Farm  and  Laboratory, 
Provision  of,  proposed,  Aug.  1, 
1057. 

Veterinary  Branch  Staff,  Statue,  etc., 
of,  Aug.  1,  1057. 

Annally  and  Clifden  Estates— Endowment 
of  Schools,  July  30,  420. 

Antrim  Magistracy,  Religious  and  Political 
Opinions  of,  Aug.  1,  1065,  1066. 

Archdale,  Galbraith  and  King-Harman 
Estates,  Sale  Proposals  for,  Jidy  30, 
422. 

Arklow  Harbour  Works,  Decision  as  to, 
Aug.  1,  1058. 

Armagh 

Ora-^.ge  Disturbances — Case  of  Lucinda 
Roeh%July3t,  693. 

Result  of  Inquiry  into  Employment  of 
Direct  or  Contract  Labour,  Aty. 
3,  1598. 

Baco  \,  American — Measures  proposed  for 
Preveition  of  Importation  of  Tuber- 
culous Meat,  July  31,  687. 

Ballybofey  Extra  Police,  Reason  for 
Employing,  July  30,  420. 

Browii,  R.  L.,  Estate  of — Reinstatement 
Claim  of  P.  Rya  -.,  Jvly  31,  713. 

Burtonport  Railway  Delays,  Cause  of, 
Au].  1,  1055. 

Butler  Estate — Reinstatement  Claim  of 
W.  Agar,  Aug.  2,  1338. 

Cahertrim  Orating  Farm,  Disposal  of, 
July  30,  425, 

Castleblakoney  Estate  Grass  Lands,  Dis- 
posal of,  Aug.  1,  1058. 

Cavan  Magistrates,  Religion  of,  Jvly  30, 420. 

CSiaritable  Donations,  etc..  Commissioners, 
Names  and  Conditions  of  Appoint- 
ment of,  July  30,  440. 

Clanrioarde  Estate,  Situation  on — Eviction 
of  Mr.  Ward,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1439, 1452. 

Clearing  House  Banking  Returns,  Informa- 
tion as  to,  Jujy  30, 423. 

Congested  Districts — Commission  of  In- 
quiry, Scope  of,  Aug.  2,  1449. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Land  Par- 
chased  by,  prices  paid,  etc.,  Aug.  1, 
I0S2. 
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Connaught  Rancers,  Alleged  Assault  on, 
by  Nationalists    in   Donegal,   Aug.  3 


1606. 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill 
2b.,  Aug.  2,  1439.  1448. 

Constabulary 

Cast-off  aothing,  Disposal  of,  July  27, 
66. 

Inspectors,    Age    for  Retirement    of, 
July  30,  442. 

Promotion  System,  Aug.  2,  1376. 

Reductions,  Proposals  as  to,  July  31, 
722;  Aug.  2.  1376. 

Coolmountain  School  Teacher's  Salary, 
Amount  of,  July  31,  715. 

Cork,  Registration  of  Title  in— Authority 
for  Collecting  Fees,  Aug.  4,  1798. 

Corrib,  Lough— Decision  as  to  Grant  for 
Ferry,  July  30,  439. 

Crimes  Act,  Repeal  of,  proposed,  Aua.  2. 
1448. 

Cusaok  Estate,  Untenanted  Land,  Disposal 
of,  July  30,  421. 

Dalystane  Labourer's  Cottage  Scheme- 
ownership  of  Land,  etc.,  July  30,  436. 

De  Sails  Estate,  Sale  Proposals  for,  July  30, 
415. 

De  Vesci  Estate — Reinstatement  Claim  of 
S.  Maxwell,  Jvly  31,  688. 

Delmege  Estate — Progress  of  Sale  Negotia- 
tions, July  30,  416. 

Dickson  Estate,  Sale  of— Decision  as  to 
Turbary  Rights,  etc.,  July  30,  442. 

Down  County  Dog  Licences  Insufficiently 
Stamped,  Decision  as  to,  Aug.  3,  1598 

Drumraney  Shooting  Outrage  —  Police 
Efforts  to  Trace  Offenders,  Aug.  3 
1606. 

Dublin  Corporation — Charge  against  two 
Councillors  in  connection  with 
Cirtlng  Contract,  Aug.  1,  1063. 

Result  of  Investigation,  etc.,  Aug.  3, 
1697. 

Dungannon  Disturbances — Police  Measures 
to  Preserve  the  Peace,  etc.,  Aug.  1, 
1062. 

Dimraven  Estate,  Sale  of — Price  of  Mr.  Q. 
Spearing's  Holding,  July  30,  416. 

Education 

Afflicted    Children,    Proposala  as   to, 
Aug.  1,  1033. 

Boys'  Schools  under  Masters,  Appoint- 
ment of  Assistant  in,  Aug.  1,  1056. 

Commissioner,    Resident,    Salary    of 
Jvly  30,  436. 
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Bryoe,  Et  Hon.  J.—amt. 

Edacation—  eont. 

Intermediate  Board 

Meetings,  Press  Admittance  to — 
Publication  of  Minutes,  eto., 
Aug.  4,   1796. 

Minutes  and  Correspondence,  Pro- 
posals as  to  Tabling,  Jvly  31, 
692 ;  Aug.  2,  1376. 

Parliamentary    Control    over — 
Refusal  to  carry  out  Besoln. 
tion,  etc.,  Ang.  1,  1463,  1454. 

National    School   Teachers 

Dismissals  for  Inefficiency  since 
1900 — Inquiry    proposed, 
Jvly  31.  690. 

Salaries 

Period  for  Payment  of,  Jvly 
30,4Z5. 

Teachers  Completing  Training 
in  1900,  Aug.  2,   1376. 

Primary,  Proposals  for  Improvement 
of,  Aug.  2,  1374. 

Schools,  Non- vested —  Number  Re- 
ported as  unsanitary,  etc.,  July  30, 
443. 

Starkie,  Dr.,  Services  of,  Aug.  1, 
1066,    1067. 

Erne,  Lough,  Fisheries,  Decision  as  to 
Protection  of,  July  31,  688. 

Erne  River  Hatchery,  Management  of,  etc., 
July  31,  687. 

Evans,  Abraham,  Reason  for  delay  in 
Sale  of  Estate  of,  July  30,  443. 

Export  and  Import  Returns,  Decisicm  as 
to  Issuing,  July  30,  424. 

Fema  Bridge — Position  of  Myles  O'Reilly 
Coat  of  Arms,  Aug.  2,  1339. 

Ferns — Decisi<»  as  to  building  Orants  for 
Clologue  and  BaUindaggin  Schools, 
Aug.  2,  1374. 

Fisheries 

Development  of,  Aug.  2,  1448. 
Statistics  for  past  six  months,  Aug.  1, 
1061. 

Fowney  Cattle  Maiming  Outrage — Police 
efforts  to  trace  Offenders,  etc.,  Aug.  1, 
1054,   1056. 

Game  Preservation — Enforcement  of  Game 
Laws,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1034. 

Gardenham — Turbary  Rights  of  W. 
Browne,  Aug.  2,  1340. 

Olenties  Sheep-dipping  Inspector,  Quali- 
fications of,  Aug.  1,  1030. 

Gun  Licences 

Flanagan,  Mr.  T.,  Refusal  of  Licence 
to,  July  30,  434. 

Power,  Mr.  E.,  Reason  for  Refusal  to, 
Aug.  1,  1029. 

Hungerford  and  Clorahn  Estate — Rein- 
statement claim  of  J.  and  G.  Uinir, 
Aug.  1,  1033. 
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Irish    Language,    Teaching   in  Schools — 

Procedure    in    introducing  bi-lingoal 
System,  July  31,  720, 

Judgeship,  vacant,  proposals  as  to  filling, 
Aug.  3,   1584. 

Keady  Orange  Disturbance,  Information 
as  to,  July  27,  65. 

Kilcogy  Bog  Estate,  Sale  proposals  for, 
July  30,  422. 

Killafee — Reinstatement  claim  of  D. 
Magnire,  Aug.  2,  1373. 

Kingston  Estate,  Sale  proposals — Appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  S.  Smitii  as  Inspector, 
etc.,  July  30,  426. 

Kingstown  Police  Court — Complaint  against 
Superintendent  Talbot,  Aug.  1,  1063, 
1064. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts — Definition  <A 
Agricultural  Labourer,  Jvly  30,  419. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Lords'  Ameodte., 
Con.,  Aug.  1,  1138,  1139,  1140,  1142. 

Land  Act — Powers  of  future  Teaanta,  as 

to  fair  rents,  Aug.  1,  1061. 
Land  Commission 

Assisttnt  Commissiimers,  Reasons  for 

Dismissal  of,  Aug.  2,  1452. 
Church  Property   Branch,   Rents  in, 
July  31,  689. 

Fair  Rent — Cases  Dealt  witb,  pro- 
posals for  Expediting  Hearings, 
etc.,   Avg.   2,   1375. 

Land    Purchase — Delay    in    Purchase    of 
Gracing  Lands,  allied,  Aug.  2,  1449, 
1450. 
Lavally 

Parish  Committee   Scheme,    Decision 

as  to,  Aug.  2,  1340. 
Reason  for  refusing  Graot-in-aid  to, 
Jvly  30,  437. 

Law  Courts — High  Court  of  Justice  Ckric- 
ships.  Examinations  for,  JtUig  30,  tXl. 

Leigh  Estate — Reinstatement  daim  of 
Mrs.  Colfer,  Jvly  31,  693. 

Leitrim  ^Congested  Districts — Proposals 
as  to  holding  Royal  Cmomisaion  Sit- 
ting,  July  3f,    714. 

Listowel  Union  Poor  Law  Relief,  Increase 
in  Cost  of,  Jvly  31,  691. 

Local  Government  Board 

Members*  Names  and  Conditions  of 
Appointment,  Jvly  30,  441. 

Officials,  Information  given  in  Retam 
as  to,  July  31,  717,  718. 

Longford  Congested  Areas,  proposals  for 
Relief  of,   Jvly  30,  ASA. 

Loughrea — Untenanted  Lands  in  neigh- 
bourhood. Disposal  of,  Jvly  30,  425. 

Magilhcuddy  Estate,  Sale  of — Reason  for 
Exclusion  of  Mrs.  E.  Joy,  J«b  31, 
716. 

Magistrates,  Resident,  Accounts  of, /ab  37, 
685,686. 
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Marsham    Estate    Evicted    Tenants,   Re- 
statement of,  JtUj/  31,  716. 

Montgomery     Estate,     Sale     of — Grazing 
Rights  of  Tenants,  etc.,  Jul;/  31,  690. 


[Bry— Bur 


Moody  Estate — Case  of  J.  Gallagher, 
Jidt,  31,  714. 

Mnllaranny — Decision  as  to  Railway  to 
Belmullet,  A^ig.  1,  1059. 

Newman  Estate,  Porchase  of — Case  of 
Mr.  T.  C.  O'Callaghan,  Aug.  1,  1063. 

O'Brien  Estate,  Sale  of,  July  30,  422. 

Pennyfeather  Estate  —  Reinstatement 
Claim  of,  P.  Pranty,  Jvlif  31,  714. 

Petty  Sessions  Clerkships — Age  limit  for 
Appointment,  Juty  31,  719. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Schemes,  Delay  in 
carrying  into  efieot,  Aug  2,  1464. 

Poor  Law  Commission,  Irish  Representa- 
tion on,  Jtdy  30,  441 ;  Aug.  i,  1339. 

Portavogie  Harbour  Works,  Decision  as 
to,  AyiQ.  1,  1069,  1060. 

Portmagee — Appointment  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  proposed,  Aug.  3,  1596. 

Prison  Medical  Officers,  Conditions  oi 
Appointment  of,  July  30,  439. 

Railways  Commission  of  Inquiry,  Con- 
stitution of,  Aug.  2,  1451. 

Raphoe  Orange  Disturbance,  Information 
as  to,  JiUy  30,  417. 

Ross  Lodge  Estate  ToWnlands,  AppUoa- 
tions  from  Residents  in — Procedure 
in  registering  Area  as  Congested,  etc., 
July  30,  438,  437. 

Royal  Canal,  Necessity  for  Cleansing, 
Aug.  1,  1032. 

Royal  Commissions  appointed  in  Ireland, 
Constitution  of,  Aug.  2,  1460. 

Ruthven  Estate — Reinstatement  Claim  of 
P.  McLonghlin,  Aug.  2,  1374. 

Seditious  Literature  circulated  among 
Soldiers  quartered  in  Ireland,  Aug.  2, 
1462. 

Sessiaghoneill  East  Donegal  Co-operative 
Society — Case  of  Jfa.  McMonage,  Aug. 
3,  1607. 

Shimna  River  Fishery  Rights — Claim  of 
Earl  of  Annee  ey,  July  31,  719. 

Shinrone  Police  Force,  Strength  of — 
Duties  of  Head  Constable,  eto.,July  31, 
721. 

Sinelair  HolyhiU  Estate— Case  of  Kee  v. 
Doherty,  Remarks  of  Lord  Justice 
Fitzgibbon,  etc.,  Aug.  3,  1585. 

Sligo  Sawmills  and  Joinery  Company, 
Formation  of  —  Responsibility  of 
Agriculture  Department,  etc.,  July 
SO,  427  ;  Aug.  3,  loJ«. 

Xarbert  Process  Server,  Duties  of,  etc. 
Aug.  4,  1799. 

Telegraph  Poles,  Allocation  of  Orders  for 
Creosoting,  Aug.  2,  1366. 
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Tobacco  Cultivation  in  Ireland — Result 
of  Negotiations,  July  30,  443. 

Trade  Statistics,  Decision  as  to  Publica* 
tion  of,  July  31,  722. 

Trawling,  Gunboats  for  Protection  of, 
Aug.  2,  1449. 

Tnam  Police  Barracks,  New,  Decision  as 

to,  July  30,  438. 
Wexford,  Crimelessness  of — ^Withdrawal  of 

Proclamation      under     Crimes     Act, 

proposed,  Aug.  2,  1448. 

Wicklow  Harbour  Works 

Contract  for.  Allocation  of,  July  27, 
63. 

Proposals  as  to,  Aug.  1,  1060. 

Wynne  Estate — Reinstatement  Claim  of 
P.  Fiely,  July  31,  690. 

Backhaven,     Methill    and    Innerleven 

Bnrgh  Extension  Bill 
c  Report*  July  30,  402. 

Con.  and  3k.*  Aug.  1,  1023. 
/.  Commons,  Amendts,  Con.*  Aug.  2,  1177. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Bnckmaster,  Mr.  S.  0.  [Cambridge] 

Blind  Persons,  Postage  on  Literature  for, 
July  30,  465. 

Bnll,  Sir  W.  J.  [Hammersmith] 

Railway  Carriage  Doors,  Improvements  in 
Fastening,  proposed,  Aug.  2,  1360. 

Women's  Sufrage  Disturbances — Case  of  . 
Mrs.  J.  Sparborough,  Aug.  2,  1358. 

Bnrghclere,  Lord 

Dogs  Bill,  Com.,  July  30, 397. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2r. 
Aug.  1, 970. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  2b. 
July  27,  29 ;  Com.,  July  30,  331,  332, 
333,  337. 

Ground  Game  Bill,  3b.  July  27,  31,  32. 

'  Laundries,  Inspection  of — Amendment  of 
Factories  Act,  proposed,  July  27,  27. 

Burke  Estates 

Untenanted  Land,  Disposal  of 
Q.     Mr.    Duffy;    A.     Mr.   Bryce,   July 
30, 425. 

Bnrmah 

Opium,  Indian,  consumed  during  last 
Thirty  Years — Return  ordered,  July 
30,  408. 

Bums,   Et.  Hon,  J- — President  of  the   Local 
Oovemment  Board  [Battorseaj. 

Birmingham  Housing  CommiOtee  ti.  J. 
Roderick,  Decision  in  Case  of,  Aug.  3, 
1591. 

Bromsgrove  Rural  District  Council  Loan 
Reason  for  Refusal  of  Sanction  to,  Aug. 
2,  1338. 

3  R  2  \coiU. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Bur— Blue] 


Burns,  Et  Hon.  J — eoni. 

Children,  Underfed,  Provision  of  Meals  for 
—Working  of  Order,  July  31,  679. 

Pood,  Preservatives  in — Proposals  for  In- 
vestigation of  Subject,  July  SO,  429. 

Ipswich  Workhouse  Farm,  Report  on 
Tuberculosis  Outbreak  at,  Aitg.  2, 136.3. 

Kinder  Reservoir  Works,  Reason  for 
Stopping,  Aug.  4,  1804. 

Leigh  Cockles,  Reason  for  Stoppage  of  Sale 
of,  at  Billingsgate  Market,  Aug.  2, 1325. 

London  County  Council— Parliamentary 
Bills,  Expenditure  on  Promoting  and 
Opposing — Return  proposed,  A-ug.  1, 
1037  ;     Aug.  3,  1605. 

London  Squares  and  Enclosures  Bill,  3b. 
Aug.  1,  1024. 

London  Water  Supply,  Defects  of  and 
Proposals  for  dealing  with,  Aug.  4, 
1803. 

Motor  Omnibuses,  Speed  Indicators  for, 
proposed,  July  30,  409. 

Poor  Law 

Children 

Amendment  of  Within  the  Union 
Boarding-out  Order.proposed, 
July  30,  ill. 

Cost  of  Maintaining  tmder  Various 
Systems,  July  31,  680. 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
Special  Schools  —  Alleged 
want  of  Appreciation  by  Guar- 
dians, July  30,  410. 

Guardians'     Accounts,      System     of 
Auditing,  Aug.  2,  1364. 

Rates — Amendment  of  Law  as  to  Particu- 
lars given  on  Demand  Notes,  etc., 
proposed,  Aug.  3,  1592. 

Tuberculosis  Royal  Commission  Report, 
Date  of  Issuing,  Aug.  J,  1036. 

Unemployed 

Grant,  Proposals  for  Distributing,  Aug. 

Manitoba     Harvest    Work,    Employ- 
ment on,  proposed,  Aug.  2, 1362. 

Watford  Secondary  School,  Scheme  for. 
Aug.  3,  1692. 

West  Ham 

Burgess  Roll,  Persons  Entitled  to  be 
Registered  on,  Aug.  2,  1368. 

Unemployed      Distress      Committee, 
Grant  to,  proposed,  Aug.  2,  1363. 

Bortonport 

Railway  Delays,  Cause  of 
Q.    Hr.     MaoVeigh;    A. 
Aug.  1,  1056. 
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Mr,     Bryce, 


Course  of. 

Ot.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Sir  H.  Campbell 
Bannerman,  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Mr. 
Keir  Hardie,  July  30,  474,  475,  £irl 
of  Camperdown,  Marquess  vi 
Lansdowne,  Marquess  of  Ripon, 
Aug.  3,  1578. 

Batcher,  Mr.  S.  H.  [Cambridge  University] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  3k. 
July  30,  501-505. 

National   Galleries  of  Scotland    Bill,  2x. 
July  28,  240. 

Bute  (English  and  Welsh  Estates)  BiQ 

c  Rep.*  July  27,  58. 
3b.*  July  31,  668. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1793. 

Botler  Estate 

Agar,  W.,  Reinstatement  Claim  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Hammond;    A.     Mr.     Birce, 
Aug.  2,  1338. 

Buxton,  Bt  Hon.  S.  C.—PottmasterGtmral 
[Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 
Adare  and  Rathkeale  Parcels  Poet  Facili- 
ties,  Improvement  of,   July  SO,  472: 
Aug.    1,   1029. 

Athea  Rural  Postmen.  Wages  of.  Ana.  1, 
1030. 

Belfast 

Clerical  Suff  Memorial,  Reply  to, 
Aug.  1,   1028. 

Counter  Work,  Facilities  for  Leaming 

Aug.  4,  1794. 
Learners,    Transfer   of,    to    Loodon 

lacrease     of     Pay     as     Lodging 

Allowance,    proposed,    July    31, 

678. 

Overseership,  Promotijm  to,  Aug.  2 
1331. 

Postmaster's  Evidence  before  Select 
Committee  as  to  Postmen's  Waees 
Aug.  4,  1794. 

Smoke  Nuisance,  Measures  for  Abate- 
ment of,  Aug.  2,  1332. 

Blind  Persons,  Postage  on  Literature  for, 
July  30,  465. 

Cape  Colony— Import  Duty  on  Catakigues 

and  Price  Lists,  Aug.  2,  1365. 
Circulars,   Regulations  as  to  Special  De- 
liveries of,  Aug.  4,  1796. 
Cork 

Telegraph  Departnient 

Overseers,  Duties  of,  Aug.  2,  1379. 
Staff  required  in,  Aug.  2,  1380. 
Telephone      Departmeot     Vacanoiea, 
Metiiod  of  Appmntinir  to.  Aua. 
2.  1380.  «~    — 6   ~.      -» 
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Buzton,  Et  Hon-  8. 0.— eota. 

Dublin 

Mail  Cart  Service  Contract,  Duration 
of— Visit  of  Officials  to  Con- 
tractors' Premises,  etc.,  Avug.  2, 
1322. 

Overtime,  Amount  and  Cause  of,  Aug. 
2,  1323. 

Finchley  Telephone   Extension,  Proposals 
as  to,  Aug.  2,  1332. 

Glasgow 

Medical  Officer,  Appointment  of,  Jvh/ 

27,  62. 
Volnnteers,    Reason    for    Refusal    of 

Leave  to,  July  27,  64. 

Hampstead  Telephone  Employees,  Reason 
for  Discharge  of,  Aug.  2,  1332. 

Killamey     Postmen,     Weight     of     Maib 
carried  by,  Aug.  2,  1380. 

Killdysert  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement 
of,  proposed,  July  31,  726. 

Kingsbridge    Post    Office    Staff  Luncheon 
Accommodation,  July  27,  64. 

Leixlip  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement  of, 

proposed,  Aug.  2,  1330. 
Lewis 

Stomoway 

Post  Office,  new,  decision  as  to, 

Aug.  2,  1367. 
Postal  Service,  Improvement  of, 

proposed,  Aug.  2,  1365. 

Limerick 

Learners,  Offer  of  Transfer  made  to, 
July  30,   473. 

Parcels  Post  Uelays,  Inquiry  into, 
proposed,  July  30,  472;  Aug.  1, 
102->. 

Relief  Duties,  System  of  Selection  for, 
7i(/y  30,  473. 

Lisdrumrea  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement 
of,  proposed,  July  3  ,  725. 

Mail  Service 

Canadian  Route — Decision  as  to 
Moville,  July  31,  708. 

Guiana,  British — Mail  Service  Ar- 
raige.Tie.its,  July  30,  464. 

I  idian  Contract,  New,  Time  Table  for, 
July  31,   708. 

West  Indies,  Proposals  as  to,  Aug.  2, 
1367. 

Mail  Van  Contracts,  Result  of  Inquiry  into, 
July  31,  708. 

Penny  Postage  to  United  States — Reason 
for  KefuMi  of  Proposals,  Aug.  2, 1364. 

Post-cards — Penalty  for  affixing  Stamps  to 
Back,  July  30,  431. 

Quilty  Postal  and  Telegraph  Facilities,  Im- 
provement of,  jHtiposed,  July  31,  725. 

Rathkeale — Erection  of   New    Office,  pro- 
posed, July  30,  474. 
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July  2,1— Aug.  4. 

Buxton,  Kt  Hon.  S.  C.— «<>»<• 

Savings  Bank 

Unclaimed  Balances,  Procedure  in 
transferring  to  Dormant  Ledgers, 
etc.,  Aug.  2,  1322. 

Withdrawals  on  Demand — Cases  of 
Fraud,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1368. 

Sunday  Duty,  Pay  for,  Aug.  2,  1330. 

Telegraph  Service 

Central  Telegraph  Office 

Case  of  Evershed,  Aug.  2,  1331- 


Testing  Qualifications  for  Super- 
visory Duties,  July  27,  62. 

Inspectorship,  Assistant,  of  Messengers, 
Drill  Qualification  for,  Aug.  2, 
1366. 

Poles,  Allocation  of  Orders  for  Creosot- 
ing,  Aug.  2,  1366. 

Terrington,  Telegraph  Delays  at.  Alleged, 
July  30.  46«. 

Tolloross  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement  of, 
proposed,  Aug.  1,  1036. 

Tormaiton  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement 
of,  proposed,  July  31,  707. 

Towns  on  Cambrian  Railway,  Improve- 
ment of  Postal  Facilities  for,  pro- 
posed, Aug.  3,  1684. 

Travelling  Letter  Sorters — Compensation 
paid  to  Mr.  Winskil  by  Railway 
Company,  Aug.  1,  1036. 

Tullamore — Proposals  as  to  Telegraph 
Service  to  Killeigh,  July  31,  678. 

Uniform  Contracts,  Allocation  of,  Aug.  2, 

Byle8,Mr.W.P.[Salford,N.] 

Anthrax,  Prevalence  of — Necessity  for 
stricter  Inspection,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1096, 
1097. 

Factories 

Conditions  of  Employment  of  Young 
Girls  in,  Aug.  1,  1097. 

Inspectors,  Increase  in  Number  of, 
proposed,  Aug.  1,  1048. 

"  Particuhirs,"  Enforcement  and  Ex- 
tension of  Law  as  to,  Aug.  1, 
1096. 

Time-cribbing,  System  of— Necessity 
for  dealing  with,  Aug.  1,  1096. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  3b.,  July  31,  860. 

Natal  Native  Rising 

"  No  Surrenders  "  Policy— Alleged 
Speech  of  Brigadier  -  General 
Jeffreys,  Aug.  1,  1044. 

Progress  made  with  Settlement  of,  ^tt;- 
1,  1043. 
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Cabs  and  Omnibnses  (Metropolis) 

Report  from  Select  Committee  Presented, 
July  31,  728. 

Message  to  Commons  for  Copies  of 
Select  Committee   Reports,   etc., 
3,    1678;     Copies   ordered. 
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1583. 

Cahertrim 

Grazing  Farm,  Disposal  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Duffy;     A.     Mr.  Bryce,  July  30, 
424,  425. 

Cameron,  Mr.  B.  [Durham,  Honghton-le- 
Spring] 

Crinles — Imprisonment  in  default  of  pa^ng 
Fines  in  1904,  Facilities  for  paying 
Fines,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1333. 

Campbell-Bannennan,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  H.— 
First  Lord  of  the  Treatury  [Stirling 
Burghs] 

Admiralty  Accountant-General's  Depart- 
ment— Reorganisation  Proposab,  Jvly 
27,  61. 

Armaments,  Reduction  of — Submitting 
Question  to  Hague  Conference,  Jvly 
27,  117,  118. 

Business  of  the  Hous?,  Course  of,  July  30, 
474,  475. 

Con-solidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2b.,  Aug.  2,  1397. 

i)efcnce  of  the  Empire 

Committee 

Functions  of,  Av^.  2,  1397,  1398. 

Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  sit 
on,  proposed,  Aug.  2,  1399. 

RopresontatiTos  from  the  Colonies 
and  India,  proposed,  Aug.  2, 
1399. 
Elections  (Meetings  in  Schoolrooms)  Bill, 
Proposals  as  to  taking,  July  30,  444. 

Hospitals,  Exemption  of,  from  Rates  and 
Taxes,  proposed,  Aug.  3,  1602. 

Limited  Partnerships  Bill,  Proposals  as 
to  taking,  Aug.  1,  1068. 

Magistrates 

Political   Test   for,  on    Appointment, 
proposed,  Aug.  2,  1381,  1382. 

Procedure  in   making   Appointments, 
Aug.  1, 1067. 
National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  pro- 
posab as  to,  July  28,  221. 

National  Gallenr  Director,  Powers,  Duties 
and  Pay  of,  July  28,  221. 

Navy 

Policy  of  the  Government,  Basis  for 
Framing,  July  31,  728. 

Shipbuilding 

Programme  for  1906-7,  July  27, 
114-117. 

Speed  in  Construction,  Advan- 
tages of  Great  Britain  over 
Foreign  Nations,  July  27, 
lie,  117. 


Campbell-Baonemuui,  Et  Hon.  ffir  H.— 

amt. 
Ntvv — eont. 

Strength,  Proposab  as  to  Bedootiai 
(J — Responsibility  d  Sea  Lords, 
etc,  July  27,  114-117. 

Two- Power  Standard,  Proposals  ■•  to 
Maintenance  of,  Aug.  2,  1400. 

Opium  Trade,  Proposals  as  to  Legislatioo 
to  Restrict,  July  28,  221. 

Parliamentary  Procedure — Antumn  Ses- 
sicai.  Business  to  be  taken  daring,  etc, 
Aug.  1,  1068,  1060. 

Poor  Law 

Amendment  proposab,  Aug.  4,  1842. 

Commission,  Irish  Repreamtstiao  on, 
Aug.  1,  1042. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Deposits,  In- 
vestment of,  in  erecting  Model  Dwel- 
lings, proposed,  July  31,  692. 

Royal   Commissions,   Cost   of,   etc,   July 

28,   219. 
Sittings  of    the  House  on  Saturday,  4th 

August — Hour   of   Meeting,    Aug.    1, 

1069. 
Stibbert      Bequest,      Negotiations      with 

Executors  as  to,  July  28,  220. 

Street  Traffic  Board,  Proposab  as  to — 
London  County  Council  Opinion,  etc., 
July  28,  220. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Cont.,  Aug.  3,  1768. 

Committee  Stage,  proposab  for  tak- 
ing, Aug.  2,  1382. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Aug.  3, 
1678. 

Dogs  BiU,  Com.,  July  30,  398.  :  99. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill — 
Powers  of  Local  Authorities  to  pay 
Substitutes  for  Teachers  who  refuse 
to  give  Religious  Instructioii,  Aug. 
3,  1466-1467. 
Navy 

Shipbuilding  Programme,  Opportunity 
for  Discussing,  July  27,  5 ;  July 
30,  308-311. 

Strength  of — Proposab  for  Reduction, 
Responsibility  of  Sea  Lcxtls,  etc, 
yWy  30,  308-311. 

Public  Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.,  July  31, 
606. 

Canada 

Immigration  Bounties  paid  to  Agents  in 
Ireland,  Information  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.  Hazleton;    A.     Mr.  Cbor- 
chill,  July  30.  465.  45<V. 

Mail  Service,  tee  under  Poit  Office — Mail 
Service. 

Canals 

Commission 

Irish  Representation  on. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    Redmond:    A.     Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  July  30,  464, 
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Canned  Foodstafi  I 

Preeerratives  in — Proposals  for  Invosti-  I 
gation. 

Q.   Mr.    O'Malley;   A.    Mr.   Bums, 
Jnly  30,  429. 

Canterbnry,  Archbishop  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2lt., 
July  1,  921,  972,  999;  Avg.  2, 
1204.  1235 ;  Aug.  3,  1672. 

Committee  Stage,  Date  of  taking, 
Aug.   3,    1572. 

Laundries,  Inspection  of — Amendment  of 
Factories  Act,  proposed,  July  27,  24. 

Religious  Instruction  in  Council  Schools 

Number  of  Schools  in  which  no  Re- 
ligious Instruction  is  given,  July 
27,  6,  7. 

Cape  Colony 

Catalogues  and  Price  lists.  Import  Duty 
on. 
Q.    Mr.  Walrond ;  A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
Aug.  2,  1365. 

Manhood  Suffrage,  Information  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.   Gibbs;  A.     Mr.   Churchill, 
Aug.  2,  1349. 

Voters  Disfranchised  after  the  War — Date 
of  Regaining  Votes. 
Q.    Mr.     Hicks    Beach;     A.    Mr. 
ChurohUI,  Aug.  2,  1348. 

Cardiff 

Public  House,  Alleged  Illegal  Payment  of 
Wages   to   Workmen   at. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    H.    Wilson:    A.    Mr. 
Gladstone,  Aug.  3,  1590. 

Cardiff  Bailway  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Caninfl^n,    Earl— -Prmffonl    of    the    Board 
of   Agriculture. 

Dogs  Bill,  2ii.,  July  27,  54;  Com.,  July 
30,  396,  397,  398,  399,  400. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill, 
2b..  Aug.  1,  995. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  2b.,  Jidy 
27,  28 :  Com.,  July  30,  330,  332,  333, 
334,  335,  338   339   340,  341. 

Open  Spaces  Bill  2r.,  July  27,  30,  31, 
Com.,  July  30,  342,  343,  344  346. 

Public  Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.,  July  31 

607. 
Sheep — Result  of  Inquiry  into  Lonping-ill 
'  and  braxy,  July  30,  329.  ; 

Carson,    St.   Hon.    Sir   £.   H.    [Dublin 

University] 

Colonial  Marriages  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  1143, 
1144. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts., 
Con.,  Aug.  1,  1139.  1141. 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure — Surpluses 
on  one  Vote  applied  to  meet  Excesses  on 
other  Votes,  July  30,  572,  578. 
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Canon,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  E.  H.— «<>»<. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  2b.,  July  31,  867 ;  Con., 
Aua.  1,  1145,  1147,  1148,  1155,  1157, 

lOlJO. 

Trade  Dispute*  Bill,  Com.,  Jtrfy  2r,  128-130. 
141-143,  146.  153,  167.  195.  196. 
198;  Aug.  3,  1«')3,  1603,  1613, 
1619. 1634. 1643.  1646-1648,  1664- 
1666.  1676,  1682,  1702.  1729. 
1733-1738,  1749,  1751,  1771- 
1773. 
Committee  Stage,  Proposals  as  to 
completing,  July  27, 203,  204. 

Castleblakeney  Estate 

Grass  Lands,  Disposal  of. 
Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh ;   A.  Mr.  Bryoe,  Aug. 
1,  1058. 

Castlereagh,  Lord  [Maidstone] 

Connaught  Ringers,  Alleged  Assault  on,  by 
Nationalists  in  Donegal,  Aug.  3,  1606. 

Drumraney  Shooting  Outrage  —  Police 
Efforts  to  trace  Offenders,  etc.,  Aug.  3, 
1606. 

Norwich  Barracks,  Decision  as  to,  July 
30,  449,  450. 

Orange  River  Colony,  British  and  Dutch 
Residents  in,  July  30,  453. 

Transvaal  Kaffirs  Employed  in  Mines, 
July  30,  453. 

Castletown,  Lord 

Crown  Lands  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  1019.  I02I. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2,  1257. 

Cavan 

Magistrates,  Religion  of. 

Q.  Mr.  V.  Kennedy;  A.  Mr.  Bryce,  JuBf 
30,  420,  421. 

Railway  Facilities,  Imprcvement  of,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.  Mr.  V.  Kennedy ;   A.  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  July  30,  428. 

Cave,  Mr.  G.  [Surrey,  Kingston] 

Trade  Disputes  Bill.  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1679 
1754. 

Cavendish,  Et.  Hon.V.  C.W.  [Derbyshire,  W.] 
Army  Estimates — Surpluses  on  one  Vote 
applied  to  meet    Excesses   on   other 
Votes,  July  30,  578. 

Cawdor,  Earl 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2,  1273. 

Hague  Conference,  Proceedings  of  H.M- 
Government  with  regard  to,  July  30, 
292,  293,  304. 

Navy 

Battleships,    Proposals    as    to    New 
Construction,  July  30,  292,  294. 


\cont. 
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Cawdor  Earl— eon*. 
Navy— coni. 

Shipbuilding  Programme,  Opportunity 
for  DisousaiDg,  JWy  27,  4,  6 ; 
Jvly  30,  292-298. 

Strength  of 

Reduction  in,  Proposals  as  to 

Responsibility  of  Sea  Lords, 
j  etc.,  Jvly  30,  292,  294-296. 

Two-power  Standard,  Proposals  as 
to  Maintaining,  July  30,  296- 

Cecil,  Lord  E.  [Marylebone,  E.] 

Colonial  Marriages  BiU,  2r.,  Jvlu  30, 
BS3, 

Egyptian  attack  on  British  Officers— Mr. 
Kndlay's  despatch  of  5th  July  to 
Secretary  of  State,  July  30.  461. 

Navy  Expenditure— Surcloses  on  one 
Vote  applied  to  meet  Excesses  on  other 
Votes,  July  30,  572  573. 

Trade  Disputes  BiU.  Com.,  July  27, 163-166. 
139, 162, 174  ;  Aug.  3, 1614,  1618, 1620, 
1042,  1677,  1678,  1688,  1689,  1692! 
1697,  1699,  1724-1720,  1749,  1750. 
1751,  1765-1708. 


INDEX. 
Jtdy  21~Aug.  4 

Ceylon— cwu. 

Pe«rl    Fisheries,    Cwditians    of    Leanng 
Loss    of    Revenue    to    the  Cokny 


Cecil,  Hr.  E.  [Aston  Manor] 

Orange   River   Colony,   Postponen 
Self-Govemment  for,  Jidy  31, 


lement    of 
.       .  780. 
Trades  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  196, 

Transvaal 

Civil  Servants,  Position  of,  under 
New  Constitution,  July  31,  781. 

Self-Govemment  for— Terms  of  New 
Constitution,    July   31,    779-782. 

Cement 

Imports  in  1905,  Regulations  as  to  Trade 
Marks,  etc. 

Qs.     Mr.  J.  Ward  ;  A».    Mr.  Llovd- 
Goorgfs,  Aug.  4, 1795.  1802, 1803. 

Censos  of  Prodnction  BiU 
e.  2e.  Aug.  1,  1171. 

BiU   referred    to    Sta  di  g    Committee 
on  Trade,  Auj.  2,  1408. 

Expenses  —  Resolution,     Aug.    3,     1786  • 
Aug.  4,   1844.  ' 

Ceylon 

Irrigation  Works 

Proposals  for  Ad.ninistering— Reason 
for  Abolition   of  Board,  etc. 
Q.    Lord  Stanmore;    A.    Earl 
of  Elgia,  July  30,  324,  325. 
Tabling       Correspondence       between 
Colonial  Office  ar.d  the  Governor 
proposed. 
Oa.     Lord   Stanmore,   July  30, 
324 ;  Earl  of  Elgin,  325. 
24 


AUegations   against   Sir   West    RUg- 
way,   etc. 

0».     Sir  J.  Jardine,  Aug.  2,   1402- 

1405;     Mr.    Lyttelton,     140ft- 

1411;      Mr.     ChurchiU.     1406. 

1411-1417 ;  Mr.  Menzies,  1417  ; 

Mr.  Reee,   1418. 

Chairman 

Matter  outside  scope  of  Debate.  Introduc- 
tion of,  July  31,  783. 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure— System 
of  applying  Surpluses  on  one  Vote 
to  meet  Excesses  on  oUier  Votes, 
July  30,  571,  573,  576. 

Personal  Remarks— Not  a  Point  of  Order. 

Aug.  3,  1661,  1662. 
Street   Betting   BiU— Remarks    made   on 

Clause  rather   tiian  on   Amendment. 

Aug.  1,  1158. 

Trade  Disputes  BiU 

Amendment,  Substance  of  which  had 
been  covered  by  a  previous 
Decision,  Right  of  Member  to 
move,  Aug  3,  1614,  1615. 

Amendment  Partially  in  Order.  Ane. 
3,  1663.  ^ 

Matter  outside  scope  of  Amendment, 
Jvly  27,  125,  126,  131.  139.  158 
106,  167,  191.  192,  197  ;  Aug.  3' 
1611,  1644,  1675,  1721, 1722,  172*; 

Motion  that  the  Question  be  now  put 
not  accepted,  Aug.  3.  1723,  172*. 

New  Clause  not  outside.  "Order  of 
leave,"  Aug.  3,  1733. 

Second  Reading  .Speech  in  Committee 
was  not  in  Order,  July  27,  180. 

Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  Lords 

Labourras  (Ireland)  BiU. 

Amendments  withdrawn.  Julu  30, 
Z50,  387.  ' 

Clause  11,  Amendments  to,  July  30, 
365. 

Gover:iment  Amendme.its  moved,  Juh 
39,  359.  ^ 

Chancellor  of  the  Dnchy  of  Lancaster 

Right  Hon.  Sir  U.  Fouier. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Sight  Hon.  H.  H.  Agqtiith. 

Channel  Islands 

Merchar.t  Shipping  Laws,  Proposals  as  to 
Q.    fcir    W.    J.    CoUU^rr^A.     Mr. 
Gladstone,  Aug.  2,  1369. 

Channing,  Mr,  F.  A.  [Nortbants,  E.] 

Fertilisers  a  .d  Feeding  Stuffs  BiU  Regula. 
Uons,  Appointmeut  of  Committee  to 
Consider,   proposed,   Aug.   3,    1693. 
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Charitable  Donatioiui  and  Beqaests 

IreUad 

Commissioneirs,  Names  and  ConditiiHU 
of  Appointment  of. 
Q.    Mr.Higham;^.  Mr.  Bryoe, 
July  30,  440. 

Report  Presented,  July  30,  286,  407. 

Charitable  Loan  Societies  (Ireland)  Bill 

{.  2r.*  Jvly  30,  330. 

Com.  Rep.  and  3e.*  Jvly  31,  610. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Charities 

See  also  names  of  ptaeen,  tie. 
Ireland. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  814 ;    Aug.  1,  1071. 
Vote  for,  Jvly  31.  834 ;   Aug.  1,  1074. 

Charity  Commission 

Vote  for,  Jvly  31,  813 ;  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Cherry.  Bt.   Hon.   B.   'B,.—Attomey-General 
for  IreUmd  [Liverpool,  Exchange.] 

Ballina — Decision  as  to  New  Pat«it  for 
Holding  Fairs,  Aug.  1,  1037. 

Clyda  River  Salmon  Poaching  Prosecntion, 
Payment  of  Costs  incurred  by  Mr. 
D.  O'Connell,  July  30,  432. 

Cork  Registrar  of  Title — Conditions  of 
Appointment  of  Mr.  Wright,  Aug.  2, 
1328. 

Education 

Intermediate    Board,     Parliamentary 
Control  over,  Aug.  4, 1809. 

Primary  System,  Necessity   for   Im- 
proving, Aftg.  4,  1807. 

Starkie,  Dr.,  Services  of,  Aug.  4, 1808. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts., 
Con.,  Aug.  1,  1141. 

Land  Purchase — Powers  of  Commissioners 
as  to  Mining  Rights,  Jvly  31,  713. 

Longford  Petty  Sessions  Clerk — Appoint- 
ment  of  Mr.  E.  D.  McCann,  July  30, 
411. 

Sligo  Sawmills,  etc.,  Company — Trustees  of 
Mr.  B.  Cochran's  Gift,  July  31,  684. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  7, 1 166. 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

Bt.  Hon.  J.  Bryee. 

Children 

Mortality  among  Children  who  live  (or 
whose  Mothers  live)  in  Non-inspectod 
tiemi-charitable   Institutions. 

Qe.  Mr.     Wedgwood,     Mr.     T.     L. 
Corbett ;     At.  Mr.    Gladstone, 
July  31,  706,  707. 
Poor  Law,  «ee  thai  tide. 

Underfed,  Provision  of  Meals  for — ^Working 
of  Order,  etc. 
Q.  Dr.  Macnamara ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Bums, 
Jvly  31,  678,  679. 
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China 

Anhni    Mining   Final   Contract,    Progress 
made  with. 
Q.  Sir  E.  SasBoon ;  A.  Sir  E.  Groy, 
Aug.  1.  1036. 

Customs,  Changes  in  Administration  of. 

Ot.  Mr.   Rees,   Aug.  2,   1418; 

Mr.  J.  Walton,  1420,  1421, 

1423. 
Q.  Mr.  Rees ;   A.  Sir  E.  Grey, 

Aug.  3,  1681,  1686. 

European    Control    over — Rumoured 
Resignation  of  Sir  R.  Hart,  etc. 
O.  Mr.  Rees,  Aug.  4,  1812;  Sir 
E.  Grey,  1886. 

Foreign  Trade  of,  Delay  in  Publication  of 
Blue-book  as  to. 
0«.  Mr.  J.  Walt<«,  Aug.  2,  1420. 

Inland  Navigation,  Progress  of  Negotia- 
tions as  to. 
Oi.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Aug.  2,  1423' 
1424. 

Mackay  Treaty,  Failure  of  China  to  give 
Efleot  to. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Aug.  2,  1422. 

Railways — Position  of  British  Concession- 
aires. 

Oi.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Aug.  2,  1424, 
1426. 

Uniform  National  Coinage,  Delay  in  Es- 
tablishing. 
Ot.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Aug.  2, 1423. 

Chiozza-Money,  Mr.  1.  G.  [Paddington,  N.] 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank 

Deficiency — Securities  held  by  National 
Debt  Commissioners,  Jvly  31,  683. 

Deposits,  Investment  of  in  Erecting 
Model  Dwellings  proposed,  Jvly  31, 
692. 

Churchill,  Mr.  W.  L.  ^.—Vnder-Seereiary  of 
State/or  the  Colonies  [Manchester,  N.W.] 

Africa,  Central — British  Protectorate 

Legislative  Council,  Proposals  as  to, 
July  30,  453. 

Africa,  East 

Fauna,  Preservation  of — Protection  of 
Lake  Rudolf  Reserve,  etc.,  July 
30,  462. 

Kilindini  Port,  Proposals  for  Im- 
proving, Jvly  30,  452. 

Nairobi  and  Naivashi  Experimental 
Farms,  Report  on  Wo  k  of,  pro- 
posed, July  31,  677 ;  Aug.  3,  1687. 

Africa,  South 

British  Indians,  Statut  of,  Aug.  2, 1347. 

Self-Govemment  Proposals  —  Altera- 
tion of  Terms  after  Granting, 
Powers  as  to,  Aug.  2,  1327. 
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Churchill,  Mr.  W.  L.  8.—cont. 

Africa,  West 

Fauna,  Preservation  of,  July  30, 452. 
Sokoto  and  Hadeija — Tabling  Papers 
on  Military  Operations,  proposed, 
July  30,  4fi4. 
Bissett,  Mr.  C,  Case  of,  July  31,  677. 
Canada — Immigration    Bounties    Paid    to 
Agents  in  Ireland,  Information  as  to, 
July  30,  466. 

Cape  Colony 

Manhood  Suffrage  in,  Aug.  2,  1349. 
Voters  Disfranchised  after  the  War— 
Dite  of  Regaining  Votes,  Avtg.  2, 
1348. 

Ceylon 

Pearl  Fisheries,  Conditions  of  Leasing, 

Allegations  against  Sir  W.  Ridg- 

way,etc.,^t(ff.2, 1408,  1411-1417 

Colonial  Marriages  Bill,  2b.,  July  30,  583  : 

Aug.l,  1142,  1144. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2r.,  Aug.  2,  1408,  1411. 

Coolie   Labour  in  Colonies,  etc Date  of 

Presenting  Return,  July  28,  213. 

Crown  Agents'  Offices,  Administration' 
Work  and  Organisation  of,  Jvlv  31, 
700,  701.  .        »       . 

Federated  Malay  States 

Gaming  Houses,  Regulations  as  to 
Licensing,  July  30,  454. 

Opium  Paymenta  to  Miners,  Alleged, 
July  30,  456. 

Gold  Coast— Tarquah  Railway  Extension 
to  Anoobra  River,  Proposals  as  to, 
JiUy  31,  701. 

Malta  Protestants,  Restrictions  on 

Correspondence,  Date  of  Tabling' 
July  28,  212 ;    July  30,  466. 

Promise    made    to    Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop,  etc.,  July  30,  463. 
Natal 

Church  of  England  Bishop,  Refusal 
of  Archbishop  to  consecrate — 
Government  Proposals  as  to  taking 
Action,  etc.,  Aug.  4,  1801. 

Manhood  Suffrage  in,  Aug.  2,  1349. 

Native  Prisoners,  Proposals  for  Em" 

pioyment   of,    by   Mine    Owners, 

etc.,  Aug.  2,  1327. 
Native  Rising 

Chiefs,  Sentences  on — Improper 
Statements  made  by  News- 
papers, etc.,  July  31,  703. 

Gobizembe,  Kulu  and  Meseni, 
Charges  against,  etc.,  July  31, 
703. 

"  No  Surrenders  "  Policy— Alleged 
Speech  of  Brigadier-General 
Jeffreys,  Aug.  1,  1044. 

Progress  made  with  Settlement. 
Aug.  1,  1044. 
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Tilonkwe,  Charges  against,  Prooedme 


in    Trial,   ~etc.,    July    31,    702; 
Aug.  4,  1801,  1818. 

Nigeria 

Allowance    to    Officers    in    Nortbera 
Nigeria,  July  31,  675. 

Railway  Extensions,  Proposals  as  to, 
July  28,  212. 
Orange  River  Colony 

British    and     Dutch     Residents     in. 

July  30,  463. 
Constitution 

Proposals  for  Discussion,  etc, 
July  31,  677. 

Reason  for  Delay  in  Granting. 
July  31,  731,  796 ;  Aug.  4, 
1819. 

South  African  War  Compensation  Claims. 

Cdse  of  Dr.  Chiveibach,  July  30,  465. 

Policy  of  His  Majesty's  Govemmeat 
as  to,  July  31,  761. 

Transvaal 

Bewaarplaatzen,     Information  as  to, 
July  30,  451 ;    Aug.  1,  1045. 

Bywoners,  Number  of,  Aug.  2,  1349. 

Chinese  Labour 

Crimes 

Decrease  in.  Reason  for, 
July  31,  701. 

Measures  for  Protection  of 
White  People,  July  30, 
466. 

Statistics  as  to,  Auy.  4, 1819. 
Immorality,     Allegations     as    to, 
Aug.  4,  1820. 

Murders  by.  During  first  Six 
Months  of  Year,  Aug.  2, 
1347. 

Opium,  Restrictions  on  Sale  of, 
July  30,  457. 

Ordinance,  Abrogation  of — Clause 
in  New  Constitution  as  to, 
July  31,   749. 

Rei>atristion 

Amended  Notice 

Intelligibility  of,  Aug.  2, 
1348. 

Result  of,  July  28.  2U  ; 
Aug.  1,  1046. 

Change  of  Mind  by  Coolie, 
Procedure  in  Oue  of, 
Aug.  2,  1348. 

White  Labour,  Effect  on 
Employment  of,  Aug.  4, 
1821. 

Ciril   Service,  ft'itish   and  Boers  in, 
Aug.  2,  1349. 
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Chuehill,  Mr.  W.  L.  B.-tont. 

TransTsal — cont. 

Labour,  Supply  of — Policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Qoremment  as  to, 
Jvli/  31,  748,  749. 

Land  Settlement  Schemes,  Board  to 
Deal  with — Proposed  EstaUish- 
ment,  July  31,  749-751. 

Maddison,  Rev.  G.,  Assault  on — 
Measures  take  for  Protection  of 
White  People,  etc.,  Aug.  2, 1347. 

Natire  Labour — KafSrs  employed  in 
Mines,  July  30,  453. 

Natives,  Franchise  for,  Question  of — 
Terms  of  Treaty  of  Vereeniging, 
etc.,  July  31,  746,  747. 

Population — ^Number  of  White  Adult 
Males,  etc.,  Juty  31,  678. 

Self-Govemment     Proposals,     Provi- 
sions of,  Aug.  4,  1818. 

Committee  of  Liquiry,  Work  of. 
Date  of  Presenting  Report, 
etc.,  July  31,  733,  796. 

Date  of  coming  into  Effect  etc. , 
Auy  2,  1355. 

Female  Suffrage,  Question  as  to 
Granting,  July  31,  735. 

Further  Papers,  Date  of  Tabling, 
Aug.  2,  1355. 

Lyttelton  Constitution,  Unwork- 
able Nature  of,  July  31,  731, 
732. 

Munitions  of  War,  Restrictions 
on  Importation  of,  Aug.  2, 
1365. 

Second  Chamber,  Consultation 
of  High  Commissioner  as  to 
Nominations  for,  Aug.  2, 1349. 

Statement  as  to  Terms  of  New 
Constitution,  July  31,  729- 
753. 

War  Contribution  Loan  Liquidation, 
Proposals  as  to,  July  31,  751,  752. 

Uganda — Removal  of  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment to  Kampala  proposed,  Aug.  3, 
1587. 

Civil  Continffencies  Fond 

Repayments  - 

Letters  Patent  Conferring  Degree  and 
Knighthoods,  Information  as  to. 
Qt.    Mr.  Weir;    Af.    Mr.  Mo- 
Kenna,  July  31,  673. 

Lord-Lieutenant    of    Ireland,  Special 
Steamers,  etc.,  for. 
Q.     Mr.    Weir;     A.    Mr.    Mo- 
Kenna,  July  31,  127. 

Sanderson,    Sir   T.,  Reason   for   Re- 
mitting Charges  to,  on  Creation 
as  Baron. 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;     A.    Mr.    Mc- 
Kenna,  Aug.  1,  1045,  1046. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  838 ;  Aug.  1.  1074. 
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Assistant    Clerks    (New    Class) — Number 
Employed,  Promoticms,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Nannetti;     A.    Mr.    Mc- 
Kenna,  Aug.  4,  1797. 

Superannuation — Retention  of  certain  Civil 
Servants  after  age  of  Sixty-five— 
Copy  of  Minute  ordered,  July  27,  61  ; 
Presented,  July  28,  206. 

Civil  Service  Commission 

Report  Presented,  July  30,  287,  407. 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

Art  and  Science  Buildings— £45,800,  Com.* 
I  July  31,  809 ;    Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1070. 

Bankruptcy  Department  of  Board  of 
Trade— £5,  Com.*  July  31,  813 ;  Sep.* 
Aug.  1,  1071. 

Board  of  Education— £6,339,600,  Com.* 
July  31,  823 ;  Uep.*  Auj.  1,  1073. 

Board  of  Trade— £160,373,  Com.*  July 
31,  813 ;  Mep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 

British  Museum— £99,998,  Com.*  July  31, 
823 ;  llep.*  Aug.  1.  1073. 

Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum — 
£27,121,  Com.*  July  31,  819;  Rep.* 
Aug.  1,  1072. 

Charity  Commission— £16,079,  Com.*  July 
31,  813;   Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Colonial  Office  and  Grant  in  Aid  connected 
with  Emigration— £29,050,  com.,  July 
31,  729 ;  Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1070. 

Colonial  Services— £827,952,  Com.*  July 
31,  829  ;  Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

County  Courts— £2,  Com.*  July  31,  819  ; 
Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Cyprus    (Grant    in    Aid)— £1,000,    Com.* 

July  31,  830 ;   Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 
Diplomatic     and    Consular    Services — 

£303,856,  Com.*  July  31,  829 ;   Sep.* 

Aug.  1,  1073. 
Foreign    Office— £40,396,    Com.,    Aug.    1, 

1127. 
Harbours  under  Board  of  Trade— £14,606 

Com.*  July  31,  810;    Sep.*  Aug.  1, 

1076. 
Home    Office— £124,085,    Com.*  July  31, 

813 ;  Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 
House     of     Commons     Offices— £17,900, 

Com.*  July  31,  813,  Sep.*  Aug.  1, 

1071. 
House  of  LiMcds  Offices— £10,210,   Com.* 

July  31,  813 ;   Rvp.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 
Inter-Parliamentary      Conference — £5,000, 

Com.*  July  31,  838 ;    Sep.*  Aug.  1, 

1074. 

Ireland 

Charitable  Bequests  and  Donations 
Office— £1,049,  Com.*  July  31, 
814 ;   Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 
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County  Court  Officers,  etc.— £66,088, 
Com* July 31, 8/20;  Bep-'Auf.!, 
1072. 

Development  Grant-^£86,000,  C(m.* 
Jvly  31,  837 ;  Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police— £36,721, 
Com.*  July  31,  820 ;  Rep.*  Aug. 
1,  1072. 

Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum — 
£3,576,  Com.*  July  31,  820; 
Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Education— £633,223,  Com.*  July  31, 
824 ;    Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Endowed     Schools     Commissioners 

£510,  Com.*  July  31.  824  ;  Rep.* 
Aug.  1,  1073. 

Hospitab  and  Charities— £191>,  Com.* 
July  31,  834 ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Land  Commission— £124,215,  Com.* 
July  31,  f2);  Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1072. 

Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecutions 
— £32,652,  Com.*  July  31,  820; 
Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Lord-Lieutenant's  Household— £2,072, 
Com.*  July  31,  814 ;  Rep.*  Aug. 
1,  1071. 

National  Gallery— £1,766,  Com.*  July 
31,  824 ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Prisons— £62,666,  Com.*  July  31, 
820 ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Public  Record  Office- £3,484,  Com.* 
July  31,  814  ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Public  Works  Office- £23.938,  Com.* 
Ju'y  31,  814  ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Public  Works  and  Bnildings— £96,477, 
Com.*  July  31,  810;  Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1070. 

Queen's  Colleges— £2,361,  Com.*  July 
31,  824 ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Railways— £28,663,  Com.*  JtUy  31, 
810 ;    Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1070. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools — 
£5.5,995,  Com.*  July  31,  820; 
Rep.*  Aug.   1.   1072. 

Registrar  -  General's  Office  —  £7,132, 
Com.*  JiUy  31.  814;  Rep.* 
Aug.  1,  1071. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary— £7 10,038. 
Com.*  July  31,  820 ;  Rep.*  Aug. 
1,  1072. 

Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey — 
£12,276,  Com.*  July  31.  814; 
Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Land    Registry— £25,602,    Com.*  July  31, 
819;    Rep.*  Aug.   1,   1072. 

Law    Charges— £31,954,    Com.*    July   31, 
819,  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Local  Government  Board— £147,470,  Com.* 
July  31,  813  ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 
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,   £10,736,  Com.*  J«Jjr 

31,  813;    Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 
Mercantile     Blarine     Services  —  £09,873. 
Com.*  July  31.  813;    Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1071. 

Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  AUow- 
anpes- £383,  Com.*  July  31.  834; 
Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Miscellaneous  Expenses — £10,743,  Com.* 
July  31,  837  ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Buildings — ^£34,800, 
Com.*  July  31,  809;  Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1070. 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses — £21,914' 
Com.*  July  31.  819;  Rep.*  Aug.  I, 
1072. 

National  Gallery— £7,038.  Com.*  July  31, 
823  ;   Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

National  Portrait  Gallery— £2,619,  Com.* 
July  31,  823 ;   Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Prisons— £394,255,  Com.*  July  31,  819' 
Rep.'  Aug.  1.  1072. 

Rates  on  Government  Property — £340.666, 
Com.*  July  31,  810;  Rep.*  Aug.  1. 
1070. 

Reductions  and  Economies,  Proposals  as  to. 
Q.     Sir      R.      Hobart;       A.     Mr. 
McKenna,  Aiig.  1,  1046. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools — 
£113,977.  Com.*  July  31,  819 ;  Rep.* 
Aug.  1,  1072. 

Registrar-General's  Office— £25,412,  Com.* 
July  31,  813 ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Repayments  to  Local  Loans  Fund — 
£58,  Com.*  July  31,  837  ;  Rep.*  Aug. 
1.  1074. 

Repayments  to  Civil  Contingencies  Fund — 
£22,958,  Com.*  July  31,  838 ;  Rep.* 
Aug.  1,  1074. 

Scientific  Investigation,  etc  —  £33.650. 
Com.*  July  31,  823;  Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1073. 

Scotland 

Crofters  Commission — £2,445,  Com.* 
July  31.  819;  Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1072. 

Education— £1,122,128,  Com.*  July 
31,  824 ;     Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Fishery  Board— £13,691,  Com.*  Jidy 
31,  814 ;     Rep.*  Aug.  1.  1071. 

Law  Chargts  and  Courts  of  Law— 
£50,828,  Com.*  July  31,  819; 
Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Local  Government  Board — £10,470, 
Com.*  July  31.  814  ;  Rev.*  Aug. 
1,  1071. 

Lunacy  Commission — ^£3,731,  Com.* 
July  31.  814;  Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1071. 

National  Gallery,  etc.— £768,  Com.* 
July  31,  824;  Rep.*  Aug.  1. 
1073. 

[cont. 
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Peterhead  Harbour— £22,000,  Com.* 
July  31,  810;  Jfop.*  Auif.  1, 
1070. 

Prisons— £62,600,  Com.*  July  31,  819 ; 
Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Register  House,  Edinburgh— £27,746» 
Com.*  July  31,  819 ;  Rep.*  Auf 
1,   1072. 

Registrar-General's    Office— £3,211, 
Co  H.*  July  31,  814  ;    Rep.*  Aug. 
1,    1071. 

Secretary's  Office— £9,750,  Com.* 
July  31,  814  ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Secret  Service— £10,000,  Com.*  July  31, 
813;     Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Stationery  and  Printing— £401,480,  Com.* 
July  31,  813  -.Rep.*  Aug.  1, 1071. 

Supplementary-Public  Elementary  Schools 
—£200,000,  Com.*  July  27,  119 

Puptftte  Court  of  Judicature— £179,066, 
Com.*  July  31,  819 ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1072. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  and  other 
Legal  Departmente— £50,686,  Com.* 
July  31,  820 ;     Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Surveys— £124,578,    Com.*  July  31,  810 ; 

Rep.*   Aug.   1,    1070. 
Telegraph  Subsidies  and     Pacific  Cable — 

£49,497,  Com.*  July  31,  829 ;     Rep.* 

Aug.    1,    1073. 

Temporary  Commissions  —  £27,000,  Com.* 
July  31,  837  ;    Rep.*   Aug.  1,  1074. 

Treasury  Chest  Fund— £14,600,  Com.* 
July  31,  830;    Rep*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Treasury  and  Subordinate  Departments — 
£50,911,  Com.*  Ja/y  3i,  813;  Rep.* 
Aug.  1,  1071. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905,  Ex- 
penses under- £200,000,  Com.*  July 
31,  838 ;     Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Universities  and  ColIcgrM  and  Inter- 
mediate Education,  Wales— £140,400, 
Com.*  July  31,  824 ;  Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1073. 

Wallace  Collection- £3,821,  Com.*  July 
31,  823 ;    Rep.*  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Woods,  Foreste  and  Land  Revenues  Office 
—£12,756,  Com.*  July  31,  813 ;  Rep.* 
Aug.  1,  1071. 

Works    and    Public    Buildings— £45,278, 
Com.*  July  31,  813 ;     Rep.*  Aug.  1, 
1071. 
Claney,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.,  N.] 

Army  Horses — ^Accommodation  for  Pri- 
vate Chargers,  ete.,  of  Officers,  in 
Government  Stables,  Aug.  2,  1346. 

Dublin  Ordnance  Survey  Staff — Case  of 
Mr.  J.  Pagan,  Aug.  2,  1381. 

Education — Intermediate  Board  Meetings, 
Press  Admittance  to.  Publication  of 
Minutes,  eto.,  Aug.  4,  1796. 
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Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J,-~eont. 

Howth  Harbour  and  Ireland's  Eye,  Un- 
safe .Condition  of  Sunken  Rooks  near, 
alleged,  Aug.  2,  1379. 


Kingjtowa  Polico  Cjurt  —  Complaint 
against  Superintendent  Talbot,  Aug. 
1,   1063,   1064. 

Libourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts., 
Con.,   Aug.   1,    1138,    1142. 

Rush  CoMtgmrd  Station  Passage,  Public 
Bight  of  Way  through,  Aug.  4, 1800. 

Sale  of  Intoxioiting  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill, 
CoTi.,  July  30,  592. 

Clanricarde  Estate 

Situation  on.  Eviction  of  M.  Ward,  ete. 
0».  Mr.  Long,  Aug.  1,  1439,  1441 ; 
Mr.  Bryco,  1439,  1462. 

Clifden  Estate 

Schools,  Endowment  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Meagher ;    A.     Mr.  Bryoo,  July 
30.  420. 

Clifford  of  Chadleigh.  Lord 

Dogs  Bill,  Com.,  July  30,  395,  396,  398. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  3,  1502. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  Com., 
July  30,  330,  335,  336,  339,  341. 

Clonbrook,  Lord 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b.,  Jtdy  27, 
40-42;  Com.,  July  30,  367,  368,  371, 
380,387. 

Commons'  Amendts.  to  Lords'  Amendto., 
Co».,-4Mi;.2, 1310. 

ClOUgh,  Mr.  W-  [Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Skipton] 
Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1, 1162. 

Clyda  Siver 

Salmon    Poaching    Prosecution — Payment 
of  Costs  incurred  by  Mr.  D.  O'Connell, 
Q.  Mr.   Abraham ;    A.  Mr.   Cherry.. 
July  30,  432. 

Clyde,  Filth  of 

Foreshore,  Right  over  and  Management  of. 


Q- 


Mr.  Watt; 
31,  682. 


A.    Mr.  Kearley,  July 


Clynes,  Mr-  J.  B.  [Manchester,  N.E.] 

Army   Barrack   Painting   Contracts, 
Wages  Clause  in,  July  31,  674. 


Fair 
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Statistical  Tables  for  British  Empire  and 
Principal  Foreign  Countries  (1883- 
1905)  Ordered  and  Presented.  Aun. 
d,  1682. 
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CoalHinea 

Inspection  System,  Proposals  as  to  Exten- 
sion of. 
Q.  Lord   Balcarres;    A.  Mr.   Glad- 
stone, Jvly  28,  216,  216. 

Wekh  Mines,  Inspection  of — Salary,  etc,  of 
Mr.  Atkinson. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  HiU;   A.  Mr.  Gladstone, 
Jvly  28,  216. 

Coehrane,  Hr.  T.  H.  [Ayrshire,  N.] 

Fatal  Accidents  and  Sndden  Deaths  Inquiry 
(ScotUnd)  Bill,  Com.,  Jvly  28.  283. 

National  Oalleries  of  Scotland  Bill    2b., 
July  28,  248,  260. 

Small  Landholders  (Sootland)  Bill,  Intro. 
Jvly  28,  266-270. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Bill  Insnrance — 
Effect  of  Clause  1,  July  28, 216. 

Cogan,  Mr.  B.  J.  [Wioklow,  B.] 

Sale    of    Intoxicating    Liquors    (Ireland) 
Bill,  Com.,  Jvly  30,  693. 

Coinag^e  and  Currency 

Nickel  Coins,  Issue  of,  instead  of  Bronze, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Essex  ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith,  Jvly 
31,  706.  —H       .       » 

Colchetter,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.  2e.. 
Avg.  2,  1236. 

CoIlUU,  Sir  W.  J.  [St.  Paneras,  W.] 

Channel  Islands  Merchant  Shipping  Laws, 
Proposab  as  to,  Aug.  2,  1369. 

London  Ambulance  Service,  Proposals  as 
to,  Aug.  2.  1367. 

Colonial  Karriages  Bill 
e.  2b.,  Jvly  30,  683. 

Com.  and  Jtep.,  Aug.  1,  1142. 

Con.  and  3b.*  Aug.  2,  1469. 
I.  Commons'  Amendte.,  Co*.,  Aug.  3,  1678. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Colonial  Office 

Secretary  oj  State— Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Elgin. 

Pariicmentary  Secretary— Mx.   W.  Chur- 
ohilL 

Vote  for,  July  31,  720 ;  Aug.  1,  1070. 

Colonial  Service* 

Vote  for,  July  31,  829 ;  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Colonies  and  Protectorates 

(See  alto  names  of  Colonies,  etc.) 

Coolie  Labour  Regulations   Return,   Date 
of  Presenting, 
g.  Mr.    Nit  Id;    A.  iii.    ChnrchiU, 
Jvly  28,  213. 

Croim  Agents,  tee  that  title. 
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Colonies  and  Protectorates.— «<»»<• 


Report,  Annual,  Presented,  July  30,  286. 
406. 

SUtistical  Tables  Presented,  July  30.  287> 
406. 

Conunittee  of  Selection 

Report  Presented,  July  27,  3. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  IreUuid 

Land  Purchased  by.  Prices  paid,  etc. 

Qa.  Mr.     Flynn;     A».  Mr.     Bryce, 
Aug.  1,  1062. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Scotland 

Land  Purchase  by.  Price  paid,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Aug. 
2,  1323. 

Consolidated  Pond 

Qrant  out  of  Towards  making  good  Supply, 
Com.*  July  31,  850;  Ben.*  Aug.  1. 
1137. 

Consolidated  Fnnd  (Appropriation)  Bill 

e.  iB.,  Aug.  1,  1137. 

2r.,  Aug.  2,  1382. 

3b.*  Aug.  4,  1804. 
/.  iB.,  2b.,  uid  3b.*  Aug.  4,  1789. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1789. 


Consols 

Decline  in.  Losses  of  Post  Office  Saving 

A.  Mr. 


Bank  InTcetors,  etc. 
Q.  Sir    H.    Vincent; 
qnith,  July  31,  704. 


As- 


Constabolary,  Boyal  Irish 
{Set  alto  namet  of  places.) 
Cast  off  Clothing,  Disposal  of. 


Q. 


Mr.  Sloan ;   A. 
66. 


Bryce,  Julg  27, 


Inspectors,  age  for  Retirement  of. 

Qa.  Mr.  Murphy  ;  Aa.  Mr.  Bryce,  July  30, 
442. 

Promotion  System. 

Q*.  Mr.  Flynn ;  At.  Mr.  Bryce.  Aug.  2, 
1374,  1375. 

Redaction,  Proposab  as  to. 
Qa.    Mr.   Reddy,  Mr.  J.  Redmond ;    At. 

Mr.  Bryce.  July  21,  722,  723. 
Q.    Mr.  Flynn ;    A.  Mr.  Bryce,  Aug.  2, 

1374,  1376. 

Vote  for,  Jvly  31,  820 ;  Aug.  1,  1072, 

Coolmonntain 

School  Teacher's  Salary,  Amotmt  of. 

Q.    Mr.  E.  Barry;    A.    Mr.  Bryce,  July 
37,714,715.  ^ 

Cooper,  Dr.  0.   [Southwark,   Bermondaey] 
House   of   Commons    Kitchen    Committee 
Employees,  Hours  and  Conditions  of 
Labour  of,  Jvly  30,  433. 
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Cooper,  Dr.  Q.—cohI. 
L-n.acy 

Co.-nmissioae.-s.paid.iuRroasing  Number 
of,  proposed,  Aug.  J,  1U7. 

Inspection  of  Asylums,  Defects  of 
Present  Syste.n,  Aug.  1,  1117, 
1118. 

Perso'.is  so  vt  to  Asylums  i:'.8tead  of 
to  Workhouses,  growing  Practice 
of,  Aug.  1,  1119,  11*20. 

Plans  for  New  Buildir.gs,  Keaso  -.s  for 
Delay  in  Inspsction  and  Passi.ig 
of,  Aug.  1,  1118,  1119. 

Treatme.it  of  Pauper  Lunatics,  Ap- 
pointmeit  of  Oommission  of  In- 
quiry into,  proposed,  Aug.  1, 
1120,  1121. 

Visiting  Stafi  from  the  Outside, 
Provision  of,  proposed,  Aug.  1, 
1120,  1121. 

Corbett,  Mr.  A.  C.  [GlaKgow,  Tradeeton] 

Alcoholic  Beverages  produced  and  con- 
sumed in  various  Counties — Return 
proposed,  July  30,  429. 

Corbett,  Mr.  T.  L.  [Down,  N.] 

Children  who  live  (or  whose  Mothers  live) 
in  Non-inspected  Semi-charitable  In- 
stitutions, Mortality  among,  July  31 
707. 

Factories,  Women  and  Girls  working 
outside  Protection  of  Acts,  Neces- 
sity for  dealing  with  Question,  Aug.  1, 
1126. 

Qleaties  Sheep-dipping  Inspector,  Qualifica- 
tions of,  Aug.  1,  1030. 

Malta,  Restrictions  on     rotestants  in 

Promise  made  to  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop,  etc.,   July  30,   453. 

Protestant  Mission  Services,  Pro- 
hibition of.  Date  of  Tabling 
Correspondence,  July  28,  212, 
213. 
Opium  Trade,  Proposals  as  to  Legislation 
to  restrict,  July  28,  221. 

Indo-Chinese,  Proposals  for  dealing 
with,  Aug.  2,  1350. 

Portavogie  Harbour  Works,  Decision  as  to, 

Aug.  1,  1060. 
Rescue    Homes — Jurisdiction    of     Home 

Office,  July  31,  706. 

Cork 

Post  and  Telegraph  Office 

Telegraph  Department 

Overseers,  Duties   of. 
Q.    Mr.   A.    Roche;     A.    Mr. 
Buxton,  Aug.  2, 1379. 

Staff  required  in. 
Q.     Mr.    A.    Roche;    A.    ib. 
Buxton,  Aug.  2,  1380. 
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cont. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Oliioe — cont. 

Telephone      Department     Vacancies, 
Method  of  appointing  to. 
Q.      Mr.     A.     Roche;      A.      ib. 
Buxton,  Aug.  2,  1380. 

Registration  of  Title. 

Fees,  Authority  for  collecting,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.   Fetherstonhaugh ;    A.  Mr. 
Bryce,  Aug.  4,  1798. 

Registrar — Conditions  of  Appointment 
of  Mr.  Wright. 

Q.    Mr.   Fetherstonhaugh ;    A. 
Mr.  Cherry,  Aug.  2,  1328. 


Cork  City  Bailways  and  Work«  Bill 

c.   Lords'  Amendts.,  O'on.*  July  27,  67. 
{.   Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Corporation  of  London  (Blaokfinan  and 
other  Bridges)  Bill 

e.   Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.  July  30,  566. 
I.   Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Corrib,  Lough 

Ferry    between    Kilbeg   and    Knockfeny, 
Decision  as  to  Graat  for,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Hazleton;    A.   Mr.  Bryce, 
Jidy  30,  439. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

India 

Bengal,  Eastern — Schoolboys  expelled 
for  atteiidi  g  Swadeshi  Meeting, 
July  30,  414. 

Flogging  as  Judicial  Punishment, 
Abolition  of,  proposed,  July  SI, 
697. 

Punjab  Lsgislative  Council,  Reor- 
ginisatioa  of,  proposed,  Aug.  4, 
1798. 

Tibet  Convention — Date  of  Tabling  Rati- 
fication, etc.,  July  31,  674. 

County  Courts 

Vote  for,  July  31,  819;  Aug.  1,  1072. 

County  of  Durham  EUcttio  Power  Supply 
iiiil 

e.  Con.*  3b.*  July  30,  402. 

I.  Commons'  Amendts.,  Coti.*  July  31, 697. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Courthope.  Mr-  G-  L-  [Sussex,  Rye] 

Guards — Musketry  Averages,  Cost  of  Mobi- 
Using,  etc.,  July  28,  21(^  211. 

"Montagu,"  H.M.S.,  Cost  of  Salving, 
July  28,  208. 

Courtney.  Lord 

Transvaal  Self-Govemment  ^Proposals — 
Terms  of  New  Constitation,  July  31, 
640-646. 
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Craig,  Captain  J.  [Down,  E.] 

Armagh  Orange  Disturbance — Case  of 
Lucinda  Roche,  Jvly  31,  693. 

Listowel  Union  Poor  Law  Relief,  In- 
crease in  Cost  of,  Jvly  31,  691. 

Militia  Sergeants  and  Buglers  on  the  Per- 
manent Stafl,  Allowance  to,  Atig.  1, 
1041. 

Poor  Law  Commission,  Irish  Representa- 
tion on,  Aug.  2,  133t>. 

Craig,  Mr.  C.  C.  [Antrim,  S.] 

Antrim  Magistracy,  Political  and  Religious 
Opinions  of,  Avg.  1,  1064. 

Dungannon  Distarbances — Police  Measures 
to  Preserve  the  Peace,  etc.,  Avf.  1, 
1061. 

Rtreet  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Avg.  1.,  1147, 
1149,  1157,  1162. 

Craik,  Sir  H.  [Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versities] 
National   Galleries  of  Scotland   BiU,  2b., 

Jvly  28,   255-256. 
Transvaal  Chinese  Labourers 

Crimes  of — Measures  proposed  for 
Protection  cf  White  People,  etc., 
Jvly  30,  456. 

Repatriation — Procedure  in  Case  of 
Change  of  Mind  by  Coolie,  Aug. 
2,   1348. 

Crediton  Oas  Bill 

I.  Commons'  Amcndta.,  Con.*  Jvly  27,  2. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.   4,   1792. 


INDEX. 

Jvly  27  —Aug.  4. 

Crimean  War 


[Vol  162. 


Crete 

Reform  Proposals,  Details  of. 
Q.     Mr.   Lonsdale ;  A.     Mr. 
Jvly  30   457. 


Runciman. 


Crewe,  Earl  of— Lord  President  of  the  Council 

Education  (Kngland  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b, 
Avg.  1,  885,  911,  915,  916,  917, 
936,  10»6,  1007;  Aug.  2,  1296, 
1297;  Aug.  3,  1481. 
Reli4[iouB  Instruction— Powers  of  Local 
Authorities  to  pay  Substitutes 
tor  Teachers  who  refuse  to  give 
Instruction,  Aug.  3,  14G7,  1468. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b.,  Jvly  27, 
50-64,  Com.,  Jvly  30,  351,  352,  362, 
373,  374,  379.  381,  382,  383,  384,  386, 
393. 

Commons,      Amendts.     to        Lords' 
Amendts.,  Con.,  Aug.  2,  1312. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (1898) 
Amendment  Bill,  2b.,  Aug.  3,  1471. 

Public  Works  (Loans)  Bill,  2b.,  Auj.  3, 
1468,    1469. 

Religious  Instzaotion  in  Council  Schools — 
Number  of  Schools  in  which  no  Reli- 
gions Instmction  is  given,  July  27, 
5,  6. 
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Balaclava  Charge  Survivors,  Pensions  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Dobson ;  A.     ICr.  Haldue, 
Auj.  1.  10^. 

Crimes  and  Criminal  Offences 

Imprisonment  in  Default  of  Paying  Vhie* 
in   1904 — Facilities  allowed  for  Pay- 
ment of  Fines,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Cameron;   A.     J£r.    Glad- 
stone, Auj.  2,  1333,  1334. 

Criminal  Appeal  Bills 

Return  Presented,  Aug.  2,  1179. 

Criminal  and  Jadicial  Statistics 

Ireland — Criminal     Statistics,     Prea«tted 
July  31,  59S,  671. 

Crombie*  Mr.  J.  W.  [Kincardineshire] 

National   Galleries  of  Scotland   BiU,   2b., 
July  28,  242. 

CrOSSley,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Cheshire,  Altrinch&m] 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioner,  Licensed  Pre- 
mises oa  Estates  of,  July  31,  684. 
Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.  Aug.  I,  1163. 

Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies 

Offices  of — Administration,  work  and    or- 
ganisation regulations  for. 
Qs.      Mr.     Walker     ;      As.      Mr. 
Churchill,  July  31,  700,  701. 

Crown  Lan  Is  Bill 

I.  2b.*  July  30,  401. 

Com.  Rep.  and  3b.  Aug.  1,  1019. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Cnllinan.  Mr.  J.  [Tlpperary,  S.] 

street  Betting  Bill,  Com.  Aug.  1,  1151. 

Canard  Company 

Government  subsidy,  amount  of,  etc 
Q.    Mr.    Bellairs;     A.    Mr.    McKenna, 
Avg.  3,  1589. 

Casack  Estate 

Untenanted  Land,  Disposal  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Bryee,  July  30, 
421. 

Cypms 

Grant    in   Aid,  Vote  for,  July  31,  830; 
Aug.  1,  1073. 

Daly  Estates 

Untenanted  Lands,  Disposal  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Duffy ;   A.  Mr.  Bryce,  Jidf  30, 
425. 

Dalystane 

Labourer's    Cottage    Scheme— Ownenhip 
of  Land,  eto. 
Q.    Mr.  Fanell ;  A.  Mr.  Biyce,  Juiy 
30,434.435. 

SalsieL  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Bnigha] 

Consolidated    Fond   (Appropriation)   Bfll 
2b.,  Aug.  2  1410. 
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Savies.  Mr.  T.  [Fulham] 

Electric  Lighting  Undertakings,  Audit  of 
Accounts  of,  Aug.  2, 1360. 

Savies,  Mr.  T.  H.  [Hackney,  N.] 

India — Karachi  Grain  TraJBc,  Railway 
Arrangements  for  Dealing  with,  Jvly 
30,43i. 

SftTies,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Bristol,  S.] 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill,  Lords'  Amend- 
ments, Con.  Aug.  2,  1428. 

Oe  Sails  Estate 

Sale  proposals  for 
Q.    Mr.  London;   A.    Mr.  Bryoe,  Jvly 

30,  416. 

De  Vesoi  Estate 

Reinstatement  Claim  of  S.  Maxwell. 
A.    Mr.  Delany;    A.    Mr.  Bryce,  July 

31,  688. 

Dean  Forest  Bill 

L  2b.«  Jvly  27.  3. 
Com.*  July  30,  395. 
3b.»  July  31,  610. 
Royal  Assant,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Deanery  of  Manchester  Bill 

I.  2b.  Jvly  30,  401. 

Com.  Rep.  and  3b.*  July  31,  611. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 


Death  Duties 

Payments  during  last  six  years. 

Q.     Mr.     Thome ;      A.     Mr.     Asquith, 
Aug.  2,  1355. 

Deaths 

Annual  Report  (Ireland  1905)  presented, 
Aug.  2,  1178,  1318. 

Starvation,    Deaths    from,    in    London — 
Return  Presented,  Aug.  2, 1319. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Colonial   Contributions   towards 
Oi.     Sir  G.  Parker,  Aug.  2,  1387.  1388. 

Committee  of  Defence 

Constitution  of. 

0».  Maj.  Soely,  Aug.  2,  1382,  1383 ; 
^  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  1389,  1390. 

Ftmctions  of. 
0«.    Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Aug.  2,  1392, 
1394  ;     Sir  H.  CampbeU-Ban- 
nerman,  1397,  1398. 

Leader  of  the  Opposition   to   sit  on, 

proposed. 

Os.  Maj.  Seely,  Aug.  2,  1393; 

Mr.  A.  J.   Balfour,   1392- 

1397;     Sir   H.    CampbeU- 

Bannerman,  1399. 

Party  Klement,  Necessity  for  Elimi- 
nation of. 
0».    Maj.  Seely,  Aug.  2,  1384- 
1386;    Mr.  A.  J.  BaUour, 
1390-1392. 
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Defence  of  the  Empire— con<. 

Committee  of  Defence — cant. 

Prime  Minister  as  Head  of.  Policy  of. 
0«.    Mr.  A.  J.   Bttlfour,  Aug. 
2,  1390,  1391. 

Representatives  from  the  Colonies  and 
India,  proposed. 
Ot.  Maj.  Seely,  Aug.  2,  1383, 
1384 ;  Sir  G.  Parker,  1387, 
1388;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
1392,  1393 ;  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman,  1399. 

Military  Policy  of  the  Country,  Necessity 
for  Reform  in. 

Os.    Maj.  Seely,  Aug.  2,  1384,  1385, 
1386. 

Delany,  Mr-  W.  [Queen's  Co  ,  Ossory] 

De  Vesoi  Estate — Reinstatement  Claim  of 
S.  MaxweU,  Jvly  31,  688. 

Dublin 

Phoenix  Park,  Charge  for  Chairs  in, 
Jvly  31,  688. 

Post   Office — Overtime,   Amount  and 
Cause  of,  Aug.  2,  1322,  1323. 

Kingsbridge  Post  Office  Sta£[  Luncheon 
Accommodation,  July  S7,  64. 

Limerick    Post    and    Telegraph    Office — 
Allocation  of  Duties,  Offer  of  Transfer 
J  made  to  Learners,  etc.,  Jvly  30,  473. 

Tullamore — Proposals  as  to  Telegraph 
Service  to  Killeigh,  July  31,  678. 

Whisky — Regulations  as  to  Blending  Pot- 
still  and    Patent4till    Spirit,  Jtuy  31, 
685. 

Delmege  Estate 

Sale  Negotiations,  Progress  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Lnndon ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce,  Jvly  30, 
415,  416. 

Denbighshire 

Eastern  Division  — New  Writ  Issued, 
Aug.  3,  1603. 

Dennan,  Lord 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b.,  Jvly  27,  33- 
37  ;  Com.,  July  30,  349,  358-360,  364, 
366,  368.  379,  380,  381,  383,  386,  387. 
389,  390,  391,  392,  394 ;  3b.,  July  31, 
667. 

Land  Purchase  Act  of  1903,  Estates  Sold 
tmder — Number  Having  Sporting 
Rights  Vested  in  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, etc.,  Aug.  1,  884. 

Derby  Oas  Bill 

c  Lords'  Ameudts.,  Con.*  July  27,  57. 
;.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Electric 
Power  Bill 
L  Boyal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 
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Charities    —   Further 
Avf.  1,  1027. 
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Return   Presented, 


Devonshire,  Duke  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2R., 
Aug.  2.  1180,  1200. 

Dewar.  Mr.  A.  [Edinburgh,  S.l 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b., 
Jvly  28,  251. 

Dickinson,  Mr.  W.  H.  [St.  Pancr^s,  N.] 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  1164. 

Dickson  Estate 

Sale  of — Decision  as  to  Turbary  Rights,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Dolan ;  J.    Mr.  Bryce,  Jvly  30, 
442. 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.[Wilts,  Chippenham] 

Army  Reorganisation  Proposals  —  Issue 
of  Paper  shewing  Details,  proposed, 
Jvly  30,  447. 

Militia,  Winter  Training  Proposab,  Jvly 
30,  448. 

Dilke.  Et.  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.  [tilouoester, 
Forest  of  Dean] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill — 
Clause  4,  Sub-section  4,  Application  of, 
Aug.  3,  1590. 

Factories 

Inspection,  Inadequacy  of  —  In- 
creasing Number  of  Male  and 
Female  Inspectors,  proposed,  Aug. 
1,  1075,  1076. 

"  Particulars  "  Enforcement  of  Law 
as  to,  Aug.  1,  1076,  1077. 

Weights  Carried  by  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, Avg.  1,  1078. 

Women  Inspectors,  Increase  in  Num- 
ber of,  proposed,  Avg.  1,  1075. 

Indian  Railway  Extension  to  Afghan 
Frontier  —  Extra  Military  Protection 
Required,  etc.,  July  31,  696. 

Lead  Poisoning,  Cases  of — Necessity  for 
Further  Regulation,  Aug.  1,  1078, 
1079. 

Natal 

Native  Rising  —  Chiefs,  Trial  of, 
Improper  Statements  made  by 
Newspapers  as  to  Sentences,  etc., 
July  31,  702. 

Native  Prisoners,  Proposals  for  Em- 
ployment of,  by  Mine  Owners, 
etc.,  Avg.  2,  1327. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  125, 
129;  Avg.  3,  1U29-1631,  1635,  1638, 
1655,  1656,  Jt>o«,  1677,  1678,  1698, 
1721,  1722,  1760,  1752,  1763,  1765. 
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Transvaal. 

Liabour,  Supply  of — Policy  of  H.M. 
Goyemment  as  to,  Jvly  31,  768 

Natives,  Rights  of.  Proposals  as  to 
Safeguarding,  July  31,   770-772. 

Self-Govemment  for — Terms  of  New 
Constitution,  July  31,  764-773. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  Insoranoe 
under 

Date  of  Appointment  of  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  proposed,  Aug.  1,  1079. 

Legality  of  Practice  of  Making 
Deductions  from  Wages,  Avg.  1, 
1047. 

DiUon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Eyypt,  Attack  on  British  Officers — Ghaffin 
of  Denshawi,  Treatment  of.  Evidence 
given  by  Ombashi,  etc.,  Avg.  I,  1034. 

Prisons,  Irish — Conditions  of  Appoint- 
ment of  Medical  Officers,  Jvly  30, 
439. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service 

Examinations  for  Consular  Service — Com- 
mercial   Experience    of    Caodidatee, 
eta 
Q.   Mr.  H.  Hcaton ;  A.   Mr.  Rmici- 
man,  July  30,  458. 

Strengtiiening  of   Consular   Service,    Pro- 
posab as  to. 
Q.   Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  A.    Mr.  Bnnci- 
man.  Jvly  30,  458.  450. 

Voto  for,  July  31,  829 ;  Avg.  1,  1073. 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

Report    of    Proceedings    (Ireland,     1905), 
presented,  Avg.  3, 1482,  1679. 

Divisions 

8w  under  Parliamentary  Prooednre. 

Dobson,  Kr.  T.  W.  [Plymouth] 

Crimean  War — Pensions  ot  Snrvivocs  of 
Balaclava  Charge,  Avg.  1, 1032. 

Docks 

Accidents  at.  Arising  from  Defective  Gear, 
etc,  Necessity  KtrStricter Inspection, 
0».  Mr.    O'Grady.    Avg.    1,    1098; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  1106. 

DockyjrdStKaval 

See  under  Navy. 

Dodd,  Serjeant  W.  H.  [Tyrone,  K] 

Sinclair  Holyhill  Estate— Case  of  Kee  «. 
Doberty,  Remarks  of  Lord  Jaatiee 
Fitxgibbon,  etc,  Avg.  3,  1586, 
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Bogs  Bill 

I.  2e.  JtUy  27,  64. 

Com.,  Jvl}/ 30,395. 

Hep.  and  3k.*  July  31, 611. 
e.  LordB'  Amendtg.  Con.,  Avg.  2, 14fi9. 
{.  iioyal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Debate  on  Second  Reading  (Lords),  July  27, 
54 ;  Committee,  July  30,  396. 

Burial  of  Carcasses  of  Animals,  Pro- 
visions as  to,  66. 

°*  Cattle  "  insertion  of  word  in  lien  of 
"  sheep  "  proposed,  396,  396. 

Collars,    Making    Provision   of   Man- 
datory, proposed,  66. 

Fox-honnds  and  Sporting  Bogs,  Ex- 
emption of,  396,  397. 

Ireland 

Application  of  the  Bill  to,  66. 

Inscription  of  Name  and  Address 
on  Collars  in  Qaelic  Characters 
proposed,  398-400. 

Notification  to  Owners  aa  to  Seiznie  of 
Dogs,  64. 

Objects  of  the  Bill,  64, 66. 

Police  Register  of  Dogs  seized  and  not 
Tranrferred  to  Homes,  397. 

Register  to  be  kept  of  all  dogs  received 
into  Homes,  provision  as  to,  66. 

Scotland,  Application  to.   Provisions 
as  to,  66,  66. 

"  Stray  "  dogs.  Means  of  Identifying 
and  Defining,  396,  397. 

Dolan,  Mr.  (I«itrim,  N.) 

Aj^nlish — Case  of  P.  MoOloine,  Aug.  J, 
1066. 

Dickson  Estate,  Sale  of — Decision  as  to 
TurbiV7  Rights,  etc.,  July  30,  442. 

Evans,  Abr&ham,  Reason  for  Delay  in  Sale 
of  Estete  of,  Jvly  30,  443. 

Fisheries,  Irish — Statistics  for  Past  Six 
Months,  Aug.  1, 1061. 

Land  Act,  Future  Tenants,  Powers  of  as  to 
Fair  Rents,  Aug.  1,  1060. 

Land  Commission,  Church  Property  Branch, 
Rents  in,  July  31,  689. 

Montgomery  Estate,  Sale  of — Grazing 
RighU  of  Tenants,  etc.,  July  31, 689. 

National  School  Teachers  Dismissed  for 
Inefficiency  since  1900 — Inquiry  pro- 
posed, Jvly  31,  690. 

Wynne  Estate — ^Reinstatement  Claim  of 
P.  Fiely,  July  31,  690. 

Donegal 

Sessiaghoneill    East  Donegal  Co-operative 
Society— Case  of  Mr.  McMonagle. 
Q.  Mr.    McVeigh;    A.   Mr.    Bryoe, 
^1^.3,  1607. 
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July  27 — Aug.  4. 

I  Doaooghmore,  Earl  of 

I         Dogs  Bill,  Com.,  July  30,  400. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  Jvly 


377-379,  383,  384.  389,  394. 


30, 


Public  Slanghteihoases  Bill  2b.,  July  31, 
603. 

Douglas,  Bt  Hon.  A.  A.  [Kent,  St.  Angus- 
tine's] 

National   Oalleriea   of  Scotland  Bill,  2b., 
July  28,  232. 

Down,  County 

Dog  Licences  Insufficiently  Stamped,  etc.. 
Decision  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.    MoKillop;    A.  Mr.    Bryce, 
Aug.  3,  1698. 

Dnunraney 

Outrage  at  Dwelling  of  J.  Cassoll — Police 
Efforts  to  trace  Offenders,  etc. 

Q.     Viscount  Castlereagh ;    A.    Mr. 
Bryce,  Aug.  3,  1606. 

Du  CrOS,  Mr.  H.  [Hastings] 

Post    Office — Circulars,   Regulations  as  to 
special  Deliveries,  Aug.  4,  1794. 

Dablin 

Corporation 

Carting  Contract — Charges  against  two 
Councillors. 
Q.    Mr.    Lonsdale ;       A.    Mr. 
Bryce,  Aug.  1,  1063. 

Charges  against  Councillors — Result  of 
uivestigation,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan;    A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
Aug.  3,  1697. 

Metropolitan   Police,   Vote  for,   July  31, 
820 ;    Aug.  1,  1072. 

Ordnance   Survey   Staff — Case  of   Mr.   J. 
Fagan. 
Q.    Mr.      aanoy;        A.    Sir      E. 
Strachey,  Aug.  2,  1381. 

Phcsnix  Park 

Chairs,  Charge  for,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.     Delany;      A.     Mr.     Mc- 
Keana,  July  31,  688. 

Glasshouses,  Allocation  of  Contracts 
for. 

Q.     Mr.   Field;      A.     Mr.   Mc- 
Kenna,  Aug.  1,  1032,  1033. 

Post  Office 

Mail  Cart  Service  Contract,  Duration 
of — Visits  of  Officials  to  Con- 
tractors' Premises. 

Q».       Mr.     Field;       A».     Mr. 
Buxton,  Aug.  2,  1322. 

Overtime,  Amount  and  Cause  of. 
Q«.     Mr.   Delaiiy ;  A.   Mr.  Buxton, 
Aug.  2,  1322,  1323. 

Stock  Exchange,  Registration  of,  Aug.  2, 
1378. 

Valuation,  Proposals  as  to  Proceeding  with. 
Q.     >Ir.     Fetherstonhaugh ;  A.  Mr. 
Asquith,  July  28,  219.        __ 
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Dufiy,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Galway,  S.] 

Cahertrim    Orazing    Farm,     Disposal   of, 
Jvly  30,  424. 

Loughroa,    Untenanted   Lands   in   Neigh- 
boiirtiood.  Disposal  of,  Jvly  30,  425. 

Dunblane  Cathedral,  Vesting  in  Commis- 
sioner of  Works,  Effect  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Erskine ;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair, 
J«/y  37,712. 

Loiterers,  Beggars,  etc..  Powers  of  Police  to 
deal  with. 

Qs.  Mr.  Morton  ;  As.  Mr.  T.  Shaw. 
Aug.  1,  1051,  1052;  Aug.  2, 
1372,  1373. 

Donboyne,  Lord 

r  <    Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,   Com.,  Jvly  30, 
12 -i        365,  366. 

Duncan,  Mr.  £.  [Lanark,  Govao] 

National    Galleries    of   Scotland    Bill,    2b. 
Jvly  28,  245. 

Dnndram  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylnm 

Vote  for,  July  31,  820 ;  Aug.  1,  1072. 
Dungannon 

Disturbances — Police    Measures    for    Pre- 
serring  the  Peace,  etc. 
Qs.    Mr.    C.    Craig,    Mr.    Lonsdale, 
Mr.  MacVeagh ;   At.  Mr.  Bryce, 
Aug.  1.  1061,  1062. 

Donraven  Estate 

Sale  of — Price  of  Mr.  G.  Spearing's  Holding, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Lur.don ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
July  30.  416. 

Danraven,  Earl  of 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Hill,  2r.  July  27,  42-48  ; 
Com.,  Jvly  30,  353,  354,  371,  380,  387. 

Commons'      Amendts.       to       Lords' 
Amendts.,  Con.,  Aug.  2,  1314. 

Durham,  Bishop  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2r. 
Aug.  3, 1546. 

Took  the  Oath,  Aug.  1,  881. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 

Licensed  Premises  on  Estates  in  Lancashire, 
Information   as   to. 
Q.    Mr.     Crossley;    A.    Mr.   Hob- 
house,  July  31,  684. 

Ecclesiastical  Discipline 

Commission  Report,  Cost  of. 

Q.    Sir    J.    Jardine ;    A. 
quith,  Aug.  2,  1356. 


INDEX. 

July  27 — Aug.  i. 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill 
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Mr.    As- 


Edinbnrgh 

Register  Honse,  Vote  for,  Jvly  31,  819; 
Aug.  1,  1072. 

University  Court  Ordinance,  No.  XVni.. 
Presented,  Avg.  4,  1789,  1793. 
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/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Education,  Board  of 

Presidenl—VA.  Hon.  A.  Birrell. 
Parliamentary  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  Longh. 

Vote  for,  Jvly  31,  823  ;  .Aug.  1,  1073. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London,  Ho.  1)  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Avg.  4,  1790. 

Education,  England  and  Wales 

See  also  Names  of  Places. 

Free    Education,     Right    of    Parents    to 
Demand. 
Q.     Hir     G.     Kekewich;     A.     Mr. 
Birrell,  July  30,  469. 
General  Return,   1904-5 — Presented,   Aug. 

2,  1319. 
Grant  of  £200,000.  Items  and  Partictilan 
of. 

Q.     Mr.     Meysey    Thompson ;      A. 
Mr.  BirreU,  Aug.  1,  1049. 

Local  Authorities,  Application  of  Funds 
by,  to  Educational  Purposes  otiier 
than  Elementary  —  Return  ordered, 
Aug.  2,  1320. 

Religious  Instruction  in   Council  Schools 

Number    of    Schools    in    which    no 
Religious  Instruction  is  given. 
Os.    Earl  of  Crewe,   July  i7, 
6,  6 ;    Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, 6,  7. 
Powers  of  Local  Authorities  to  make 
Payments  for  in  Event  of  Teachei* 
Declining  to  give  Instraction. 
Os.      Earl     of     Camperdown, 
Aug.  3,   1466-1467;    EmI 
of  Crewe,  1467,  1468. 

Secondary    School    Regulations  —  Inter- 
oretation  of  Paragraph  8. 
Q.    Mr.    YoxaU;    A.    Mr.    BirreU. 
Aug.  4,  1796,  1797. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill 

e.  3E.  July  30,  476. 
/.   lE.*  Jvly  30,  401. 

2b.  Aug.  7,884;  Avg.  2,  1180;  Aug.  3, 
1476. 

Ballot,  Draft  Regulations  Presented,  Aug. 
1,  882,  1025. 

Clause  4 

Cost  of  Ballots,  etc..  Liability  for. 

Q.  Mr.    Hicks  Beach;    A.   Mr. 
BirreU,  Aug.  2,  136& 

Regulations  Referred  to  in.  Date  of 
Publishing. 
Q.    Hr.   Bridgeman ;    A.    lit. 
Birrell,  July  30,  408. 

Sub-section  4,  Application  of. 
Q.    Sir  C.  Diuie ;    A.    Mr.  BirreU, 
Aug.  3.  1590,  1691. 
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Edaeation  (Sngland  and  Wales)  Bill— «>»<• 

Committee  Stage  in  the  Hoose  of  Lords, 
Date  of  Taking. 
Ot.  Lord  Bauoar  of  Burleigh,  Aug. 
3,  1671  ;  Marquess  of  Ripon, 
1671,  1572  ;  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  1571,  1572;  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  1672. 

Debates  on  Third  Reading  [Commons] 
Jvly  30,  476;  Second  Reading, 
[Lords],  Atig.  1,  884;  Aug.  2, 
1180;   Aug.  3,  1475. 

Act  of  1870,  Principles  of,  926, 926,  f>21, 
979,  991,  992,  998,  1018,  1019, 
1182.  1183,  1192,  1202,  1236, 
1300,  1566,  1567. 

Act  of  1902,  Effect  of,  616,  617.  647. 
648.  664.  886,  887.  912,  913,  944, 
946,  1183,  1568. 

Aid  Grant  of  £1,000,000,  Proposals  as 
to  Allocation,  etc.,  of  006, 
919,  948,  049,  960.  1561, 
1666. 

Kecessitons  Districts,  Relief  of, 
949. 

Amendment  by  the  House  of  Lords, 
Attitude  towards,  623,  646,  646, 
660. 

Appeal  from  Decisions  of  Local 
Authorities,  Questior  as  to,  1006, 
1006,   1007. 

Charitable  Trusts  and  Endowments, 
School-Houses  held  xmder. 

Commission  to  deal  with  settle- 
ments,  895,   1279. 

Constitution  of,  895. 

Duties  of.  Application  of 
Doctrines  of  ey  pres,  895, 
1481,  1666. 

Right  of  the  Education  Board  to 
Interfere  with,  896.  897,  929. 
1298.  1481,  1483,  1654,  1665. 

"  Christian  School,"  Definition  of, 
1212,  1213. 

Church  of  England 

Blow  aimed  at,  alleged,  499,  600, 
620,  533,  639,  561,  563,  664, 
558,  659.  911,  920,  971,  993, 
1019.  1223.  1234.  1293.  1476, 
lf.63. 

Educational  Work  of,  886,  913, 
927,  983,  996,  1214.  1221, 
1222,  1246,  1492.  1603. 

Schools,  Effect  of  the  Bill  on,  614, 
516,  534.  535,  1215,  1217, 
121S,    1293. 

Stepping  -  stone  to  Disestablish- 
ment of,  alleged,  920,  971. 

Clause  4 

Alteration  of  Limits  in  to  include 
Roman  Catholic  Schools,  pro- 
posed, 494-496,  507. 

17 


Edaeation  (England  and  Walet  Bill)— «on& 

Debates  on  Third  Reading eont. 

Clause  4 — eont. 

Effect  of,  481,  488,  918,  1556. 

Reasons  for  bitrodacing,   918. 

Relative  Position  of  Church 
Schools  under,  1476,  1486, 
I486. 

Conduct  of  the  Bill  in  the  Commons, 
Criticisms  on,  476,  477,  480,  491, 
497,  508,  609,  524,  629,  641,  645. 
920. 

Cost  of  carrying  out  the  Measure, 
Extra  burden  on  the  Rates,  etc., 
949-953,  964,  965,   1561. 

Council  for  Wales,  Establishment  of 
489,  497.  908,  909,  918,  919, 
987-991 ;    1279-1287,  1561.  . 

Central  Welsh  Board,  Duties  and 
Powers  of,  1286,  1286. 

Grants.  Powers  as  to  Distribu- 
tion, etc.,  of  989,  990,  991, 
1280,  1281,  1282. 

Minister,  Proposals  as  to  Appoint- 
ment of  090,  991.  1280,  1281. 
1282. 

Definition  of  the  word  "  Education," 
967,   1220,   1257. 

Delegation  of  Powers  to  Local  Authori- 
ties,  Proposals   as   to,   907,   955, 
966,  1603,  1604. 
Schemes,  Regulations  as  to,  907. 

German  Educational  System,  1270- 
1272. 

Government  Amendments,  Method 
of  Litroduoing,  476,  477.  920. 

Health  and  Physical  Condition  of 
Children,  Compulsory  Medical  In- 
spection, etc.,  Provisions  for,  490, 
544,  908,  919,  950,  957,  958,  1543. 

Estimate  of  Cost,  960,  961,  957. 

History  of  the  Education  Question 
During  the  Past  Century,  921-933, 
956,  974,  1192-1194,  1201-1203. 

Loans  to  Local  Authorities,  Extension 
of  Period  of  Prepayment  for,  907. 

Nonconformists 

Attitude  of.  Towards  the  Bill, 
478,  479. 

Grievances  of,  547-550,  894,  1188. 
1189,  1215,  1246,  1262,  1263. 

Privileged  position  of.  Allegations 
as  to,  515,  516,  520,  636,  564, 
911,  948,  1223,  1299. 

Opposition  to  the  Bill,  Character  of, 
541,  542,  545,  1197,  1198,  1199, 
1607-1516,  1548,  1549,  1652. 

Patriotism,  Probable  Decline  in  as  a 
Consequence  of  the  Measure, 
Alleged,  961,  962. 
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Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill— «o)a. 

Debates  on  Tliiid  Reading— con«. 

Popular  Control  Established  by  the 
BiU,  502,  523,  534,  568,  892, 
893,  911,  914,  933,  996,  999,  1182, 
1183,  1184,  1219,  1220,  1238, 
1248,  1268,  1642,  1552. 

Postponement  of  Third  Beading,  pro- 
posed, 476,  482. 

Bate,  Removal  of  Twopenny  Limit 
for  Higher  Education.  907. 

Reb'gious  Instruction  in  all  Schools, 
Provision  aa  to,  484,  512- 
614,  522,  536,  537,  540,  641, 
666,  977,  991-995,  999,  1011- 
1016,  1186-1190,  1221,  1274. 
1630,  1666,  1663. 

AU-round  Facilities,  proposed, 
890,  891,  1268,  1269,  1497. 
1525,  1526.  1527,  1628,  1539, 
1570. 

Aimy  System,  Introduction  of, 
proposed,  527,  986. 

.Attendance  at,  to  be  optional. 
Objections  to  the  Provision, 
002-904,  934,  969-961. 

Ballot 

Method  of  Taking,  etc.,  963, 
,«    964,  1276,  1277. 

Regulations  as  to.  Date  of 
Tabling,  480,  481. 

Belgian  and  Dutch  Systems,  1268, 
1259. 

Churches,  Responsibility  of,  904, 
1618. 

Concurrent  Endowment,  Policy  of, 
888-892,  1011,  1637. 

Cowper-Temple  System 

Attitude  of  Anglican  and 
Roman  Cathouc  Churches 
towards,  899,  900,  1216, 
1217,  1243,  1295. 

'Jharacter      of  Instruction 

given  under,    979,    980, 

1185.  1217,  1224,   1226, 

1234,  1236,  1243,   1296, 

1301,  1303,  1304,  1477, 

1499,  1614,  1616,   1666, 
1669. 

Objections  to,  1186,  1187, 
1499-1602,  .  1630-1633, 
1640  1541,  1669,  1670. 

Popularity  of,  897,  898,  1555, 
1603,  1669. 

Definition  of  "  Undenominational 
Tc-achinit."  !><■>•'».  1224-1227, 
1250,  IJIi'.t,  15^5. 
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Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill— «<»^- 

Debates  on  Third  Reading — amt. 

Religious  Instruction — eont. 

Denominational     Instructioa     in 
hitherto  Non-provided 

Schools,  Provisions  as  to, 
483,  485-489,  498,  502-505, 
514.  643,  650.  559,898.916, 
917,  934,  935,  1233,  1265, 
1276,  1294,  1296,  1297, 
1497,  1666,  1557,  1558, 
1664. 

Appeal,  Provisions  as  to, 
1278,  1279. 

Four-fifths  Test,  Proposals 
as  to,  901,  962.  981, 
1005,  1233,  1277,  1644. 

Payment  for  out  of  Rates  and 
Taxes,  Question  as  to, 
1228. 

Power  of  Local  Authorities  to 
Refuse  to  Grant  Facili- 
titw,  935,  936,  937,  978, 
1004,    1005,   1007,    1012, 

1013,  1277,  1294. 

Right  of  Parents  to  Demand, 
at  the  Public  Expense, 
505),  510.  511,  551,  985, 
1001,    1002,    1003,    1004, 

1014,  1205,   1208,   1229, 
1526,  1527,  1537,  1553. 

Teacher.-*,  see  under  that  mh- 
heading. 

Urban  Areas.  Privilege  con- 
fined to.  900.  962,  1240, 
1487. 

National  Approval  of  Present 
System  alleged,  898,  1249. 
1301,  1555,  1563,  1669. 

Return  as  to  Syllabuses  of  Local 
Authorities,  Information  given 
in,  1250,  I2Jl,  1254. 

Right  of  Entry,  reverting  to 
Principle  of,  proposed,  484, 
517,  518,  519,  621,  525,  976. 
977,   1216,   1229,   1231. 

School-hours.  Teaching  not  to 
be  given  in,  1219,  1230,  1251. 
1516,    1522. 

Roman    Catholics 

Attitude  of  towards  the  Bill, 
966-970,   1240-1244,   1.502. 

Concessions  to,  481,  482,  505, 
510.  625.  526,  918,  966. 

.^'ohools.  Effect  on,  491-496,  606. 
507,  633,  534.  536.  1242, 
1502. 

School  Boards,  Rc-Introdnction  of. 
proposed,  625. 

fcope  and  Effect  of  the  Bill  as  amendedi 
483-490.  501-504,  608-^11,  628, 
C29,\652,i653. 
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■  EMbatea  oO'  Third  Reading— cont. 
Secular  Teaching 

Attitude  of  the  Country  towards, 
887,  923,  924,  975,  976,  1010, 
JOU,  1017,  1181,  1211,  1638, 
1639,  1654,  1571. 

Confining  Eduoation  given  in 
State  Schools  to,  with  Facili- 
ties for  outside  Religious 
Instruction,  proposed,  982- 
986,  1010,  1016,  1016,  1626, 
1670. 

Small  Rural  Schools,  Policy  of  the 
Board  of  Education  as  to,  961, 
962. 

-  Teachers 

Appointment  of,  to  rest  solely 
with  the  Local  Author- 
ities, 937,  972,  973,  1187, 
1517. 

Parents  and  Managers,  Right 
to  have  a  Voice  in, 
937,   940,   1206. 

Register  of.  Abolition  of,  908. 

Religious  Denominational  Instruc- 
tion by.  Provisions  as  to, 
603,  504,  618,  519,  521,  539, 
540,  550,  904,  905,  915-917, 
935,  938,  939,  1188,  1198, 
1210,  1217,  1252,  1516,  1522, 
1560. 

Reh'gious  Tests  for.  Abolition  of, 
483,  530,  534,  916,  934,  996, 
999,  1204.  1205.  1210,  1234, 
1248,  1304,  1542,  1543,  1559, 
1565. 

Training  Colleges,  Denominational,  Ne- 
cessity for  Reform  in,  544. 

Vacation  Schools  or  Means  of  Holiday 
Recreation,  Powers  of  Local  Auth- 
orities to  provide,  908,  950. 

Voluntary  Schools 

Buildings 

Maintenance  of,  to  be  taken 
over  by  Local  Author- 
ities, 483,  892,  959,  1185, 
1210. 

Taking  over  by  Local  Author- 
ities, Absence  of  Com- 
pulsion as  to,  1275,  1605, 
1506. 

Terms  of  Acquisition  of,  by 
Local  Authorities,  894, 
948,     1233. 

Character  of  Instruction  given  in, 
932. 

Charitable  Trusts  and  Endow- 
ments, Schools  maintained 
under,  see  that  gubheadhtg. 

Commission  to  f^ilitate  Settle- 
ments, see  under  tvbheading 
Charitable  Tmsts  and  En- 
dowment-i. 


39 


Debatei  on  Third  Reading— rojii. 
Voluntary  Schools — cont. 
Condition  of,  997,  998. 

Continuing  during  Transition  Pe- 
riod, Provision  as  to,  1006, 
1007. 

Contracting-out,  Proposals  as  to, 
543,  644. 

Denominational  Teaching  in 
hitherto  Non  -  provided 

Schools,  fee  under  subheading 
Religious  Instruction  —  De- 
nominational. 

Dual  Control,  Abolition  of,  483, 
992,  1523. 

Government  Grants  to.  Increase 
in  since  1870,  896.  897. 

Position  of  Schools  refusing  to 
come  to  Terms  with  Local 
Authorities,  1218. 

Rate  Aid  obtained  by,  under  Act 
of  1902,  886,  887,  981,  998, 
1183,  1302,  1567,  1568. 

Revision  of  Arrangement  at  End 
of  Five  Years,  1007,  1008. 

Value  of.  Sums  Spent  on  Main- 
tenance, Annual  Contribu- 
tions, etc.,  896,  897,  928, 
929,  930,  931,  996,  997,  1214. 

Teachers'  Register,  Number  of  Names  on, 
proposals  for  Renewing,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Ashley,  Lord  Baloarres ; 
As.  Mr.  Birrell,  July  30,  466. 
467. 

Transfer  of  Officials  under  Clause  26,  Date 
of. 
Q.    Mr.   8.    Hill;   A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
July  28,  207. 

Education,  Ireland 

8ce  also  names  of  plates. 

Afflicted  Children,  Proposals  as  to. 

Q.    Mr.  Field;    A.    Mr.  Bryce,  Aug.  1, 
1033. 
Boys'  Schools  under  Masters — Resolution 
as  to  Appointment  of  junior  assistant 
Masters  instead  of  Mistresses. 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn;  A.  Mr.  Bryce,  Aug.  1, 
1066. 

Commissioner,  Resident,  Salary  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce,  July  SO, 
436. 

Endowed  Schook  Commissioners,  Vote 
for,  July  31,  824 ;  Aug.  1, 1073. 

General  Return,  1704-5— Presented,  Aug. 
2,  1319. 

Intermediate  Board 

Meetings,  Press  Admittance  to,  Public- 
ti'on  of  Minutes,  etc. 

Q,  Mr.   Clancy ;   A.   Mr.  Bryce, 
Atig.  4,  1796. 

Wont. 
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July  27— Aug.  4, 

I  Edwardi,  Mr.  A.  C.  [Denlti^  Dirtrict] 


Minntes  and  Correepondenoe,  Proposab 
as  to  Tabling. 

Os.    Mr.  Long,  Avf.  1,   1442, 
1443,    1463 :     Mr:    Biyoe, 
1463,    1466;     Mr.    Bryce, 
Aug.  2, 1374. 
Q.   Mr.  T.  O'DonneU ;   A.   Mr. 
Bryoe,  Jtdy  31,  602. 
Parliamentary     Control— Refnsal     to 
carry  out  Resolution,  etc. 
Os.   Mr.   Long,   Avg.   1,    1442, 
1443,    1463;     Mr.    Bryoe, 
1463.  1464. 
0:  Vx.  Bloan.  Aug.  4,  1806; 
Mr.  C!herry,  1809. 

Irish  Language,  «ee  that  tUU. 

National  School  Teachers 

Dismissals  for  inefficiency  since  1900, 
Inqniiy  into  proposed. 
Q.   Mr.  Dolan;   A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
July  31,  690. 

Salaries,  period  for  payment  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Farrell;     A.    Mr.    Bryce, 
July  30.  436. 
Teachers  completing  training  in  1900, 
Salaries  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Murphy ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
Aug.  2.   1376. 
Primary,  proposals  for  Improvments  of. 
Oa.  Mr.  Murphy,  Aug.  4, 1806 ;  Mr.  Sloan, 

1806 ;  Mr.  Cherry,  1807. 
Q.  Mp.  Murphy ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce,  Aug.  2, 
1374. 

Schools,  non-vested,  number  of— Number 
reported  as  unsanitary,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.    Sloan  J     A.     Mr.    Bryce, 
July  30,  443. 


Starkie,  Dr.,  Services  of. 
Q».    Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Sloan;    Am.    Mr. 

Bryoe,  Aug.  1,  1066,  1067. 
Ot.    Mr.  Mutphy,    Au-j.  4,    1804;    Mr. 

Cherry,  180i. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  824  ;   Aug.  I,  1073. 

Education  (Provirion  of  Meals)  Bill 

c  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Juiy  27, 
66. 

Message  to  Commons  for  Copies  of  Select 
Committee  Reports,  etc.  Aug.  3, 
1678 ;    Copies  ordered,  1583. 

Education,  Scotland 

VieePreaident  of  the  CouneU—Rt.  Hon. 
J.  Sinclair. 
See  also  names  of  places. 

General  Return,  1904-6— Presented,  Aug 
2,  1319.  ^ 

Secondary    and    Technical    Schools,    In- 
formation as  to. 
Q.     Mr.    Weir;     A.     Mr.    Sinclair. 
Aug.  3,  1587. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  824 ;  Ang.  1,  1073, 
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Tna»  IKspates  Bill,  Com.,  Jmlf  27, 
12S,  148.  168;  Aug.  3,  1745,  1740, 
1760,  1761,  1762,  1766-1768,  1776- 
1878,  1786. 

Edwards,  Mr.  F.  [Radnor] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  ta., 
July  30,  496-601. 

Egrypt 

Administrative    policy   of   Lord   Ctomer, 
etc. 
Os.  Sir  K  Giey,  Aug.  4.  1836. 

British    Garrison — Proposals    as    to    re- 
inforcement. 
Q.   Mr.  F.  E.  Smitii;   A.   Mr. 
Haldaoe,  Julf  30.  445. 

Strength,    cost    and    Egyptian    cod- 
tribution. 
Q.     Ur.    J.    M.    Bobertson; 
A.  tb.  Runcimaa,  J^  30, 
467,   468. 


British  Officers,  Attack  on 

Cause  of.    Rumours   as   to    Political 

Unrest  in  Egypt,  etc. 

Os.      Mr.    J.    M.     Robertwm. 

Aug.  4,   1822,   1S25,  ;  Mr. 

Molteno.     1829;      Sir    E. 

Grey,  1831. 

Findlay,    Mr.,    Terms    of    Despatch 
sent  by. 

Os.  Sir.  J.  M.  Robertson  ;  Aug. 
4,  1825,  1827,  1833;  Mr. 
Molteno,  1831  ;  Sir  K. 
Grey,  1833. 
Q.  Lord  R.  Cecil;  A.  Mr. 
Gladstone.  July  30,  461. 

Ghaffirs  of  Denshawi,  Treatment  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey,  Aug.  1. 
1034. 

Ombashi,  Evidence  given  by. 
Q.    Mr.    DiUon;    A.    Sir   K    Grey, 
Aug.  1,  1034.  1036. 

Sentences  on  Natives. 
Ot.  Mr.  J.  W.  Kohertson,  Aua.  i 
1825;      Mr.     Molteno,     1830; 
Sir  E.  Grey,  1835. 

European  Officials  in  Service  of  Egyptian 
Government. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson;    A.    Mr. 
Runcimaa,  July  30,  467. 

Pilgrims     to     Mecca,     Arrangements     for 

Conveya  .ce  of^Alleged   Monopoly  by 

Khedivsl     Steamship     Company. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  M.  Robo-tson,  Mr.  Weir ; 

As.  Sir  E.  Grey,  Aug.  2,  1354. 

Elections  (Meetings  in  Schoolroonu)  Bill 

Propoaals  as  to  Taking. 
Q.  Mr.    Essex;     A.  Sir    H.    Campbell- 
Bannermai,  July  30,  444, 
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Ele«trie    Liffhting    ProYisional 
(Ho.  3)  BiU 

«.  Rep.*  July  27,  58. 

Con*  aid  3k.*  July  30.  403. 
I.  Commons'    Amendts.,    Con.*    Jvly  31, 
697. 

Royal  As-sent,  Avg.  4,  17flO. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisioiial    Ordera 
(Ho.  4)  Bill 

e.  Sep.*  July  27,  58. 

Con*  and  3r.*  July  39,  403. 
/.  Commons'    Amendts.,    Con.*    Jidy   31, 
597. 

Royal  AB89-.t,  Ang.  4,  1790. 

Electric    Lighting    FroTisional    Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill 
e.  Lords'  Amondts.,  Cow.*  July  30,  403. 
{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Electric  Lighting  Undertakings 

Audit   of,    by    Local    Government    Board 
proposed. 
Q.  Dr.  Macnamara ;  A.  Vb.  Kearley, 

July  31,  680,  681. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Davies;     A.  Mr.  Uoyd- 
Goorge,  Aug.  2,   1360,   1361. 

Elgin  and  Kincardine,  Earl  ot—Steretaryof 

Stale  for  the  Colonies. 

Ceylon,     Irrigation  Works     in — Tabling 

Correspondence  between       Colonial 

Office   and    the  GoTemor,    proposed, 
July  30,  325. 

Orange  River  Colony,  Self-Qovemment 
for.  Date  of  Granting,  July  31,  016. 

South  African  War  Compensation  Claims 
— PoUcy  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
as  to,  July  31,  622. 

Transvaal 

Chinese  Labour  Ordinance,  Abroga- 
tion of — Clause  in  new  Constitution 
as  to,  July  31,  624. 

Civil  Servants,  Position  of  under 
New  Constitution,  July  31,  666. 

Land  Settlement — Establishment  of 
Board  to  deal  with,  proposed, 
July  31,  621. 

Native     Labour     Recruitment,     pro- 
'  posals  as  to,  July  27,  10. 

Natives,  Rights  of.  Proposals  as  to 
safeguarding,  Jtdy  31,  623,  624. 

Self-Ctovemment  Proposals — Terms  of 
New  Constitution 

Papers  Relating  to.  Delay  in  Pub- 
lishing Report  of  Committee, 
etc.,   July   31,   613-615. 

StaUment,  July  31,  611-623. 

War  Contribution  Loan,  Proposals  as 
to  Liquidation  of,  July  31,  622. 
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Ellenboroogh,  Lord 

Pood  Supply  in  time  of  War,  Necessity  for 
Ensuring  Protection  of,  July  30,  311, 
312. 
Navy 

Shipbuilding  Programme  for  1907-8, 

July  30.  312. 
Strength  of.  Reduction  in,  proposals 
as  to — Responsibility  of  Sea  Lords, 
etc.,  July  30,  311-312. 

Elphin 

Telegraph  Station,  Establishment  of,  pro- 
O*.  Mr.  Morton,  Aug.  4,  1839. 

Enniskillen 

Military  Head-Quarters,  Decision  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.   Fetherstonhaugh ;   A.   Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  July  28,  211. 

Erne,  Lough 

Fisheries,  Decision  as  to  Protection  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
July  31.  687,  688. 

Erne  Biver 

Hatchery,   Management  of,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
July  31,  687. 

Erskine,  Mr.  D.  C.  [Perthshire,  W.] 

Dunblane  Cathedral— Effect  of  Vesting  in 
Commissioner  of  Works,  July  31,  712. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  G.  [Wexford,  N.] 

Agriculture  Department 

Experimental  Farm   and  Laboratory, 
Provision  of,   proposed,   Aug.    1, 
1057. 
Veterinary   Branch  Staff,  SttUu*,  etc., 
of,  Aug.  1,  1067. 

Arklow  Harbour  Works,  Decision  as  to, 
Aug.  1.  1058. 

British  Museum,  Irish  Newspapers  in— 
Transfer  to  Dublin  National  Library, 
proposed,  July  31,  726. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2r.,  Aug.  2,  1443. 

Perns — Decision  as  to  Grants  for  Building 
Clologuo  and  Ballindaggin  Schools, 
Aug.  2,  1374. 

Fishing  Industry,  Stops  taken  for  Develop- 
ment of,  Aug.  2,  1444. 

Wexford,  Crimelessnees  of — Withdrawal  of 
Proclamation  imder  Crimes  Act,  pro- 
posed, Aug.  2,  1443,  1444. 

Essex,  Mr.  E.  W.  [Gloucestershire,  Cirencester] 
Agriculture  Boards  in  England  and  Ireland, 

Granta  paid  to,  July  30,  433. 
Coinage — Issue  of  Nickel  Coins  in  Place  of 
Bronze,  proposed,  July  31,  706. 
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Essex,  Kr.  B.  W.- '<»><■ 

Elections  (Meetings  in  Schoolrooms)  Bill, 
Froposab  as  to  taking,  Jtiy  30,  444. 

Maraton  Sicca— Date  of  Tabling  Report 
on  Cooper  School,  Jvly  30,  469. 

Poor  Law  Amendment  I'roposals,  Aug.  4, 
1842. 

Sheep  Scab  Ontbreaks  in  Gloucesteishire, 
Jvly  31,  685. 

Street  Betting  BiU,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  1166. 

West  Indian  Exports  to  United  Kingdom 
and  United  States  (1889-1904)— Re- 
turn proposed,  July  30,  428. 

Estimates 

See  also  tiOet,  Army  ISstimatee,  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  andNary Estimates. 

Evans,  Abraham,  Estate  of  ' 

Rale  of— Reason  for  Delay,  etc.  I 

Q.     Mr.    Dolan ;     A.     Mr.    Bryce,    July 
30,  443.  ' 

Everett,  Mr.  E.  L  [Suffolk,  Woodbridgc] 

Parliamentary  J*rocedure — Saving  of  i 
further  Time  on  Divisions  proposed,  I 
Aug.  4,  1844.  I 

Transvaal — Self-Govemment  for — Terms  ; 
of  newr  Constitution,  July  31,  782-784.  i 

Eversley,  Lord 

Hague    Conference,    Proceedings    of    Hi? 
Majesty's     Government    with    regard  j 
to,  July  30,  323,  324. 

Navy — Expenditure,  Reduction  of,  IVo-  I 
po8.ils  as  to,  July  30,  319-324. 

Evictions 

Su  under  Ireland  and  <dao  namet  of  placet 
and  Estate*. 

Exports  and  Imports  i 

Irish  Returns,  Decision  as  to  Issuing.  . 

Q.    Mr.     V.     Kennedy  j      ^.     Mr. 
Bryce,  July  30,  424.  I 

Extradition  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1789. 

Faber,  Captain  W.  V.  [Hants,  AndovorJ 

Baghdad  Railway — Decision  as  to  Exten- 
sion to  Khor  Abdullah,  Aug.  2,  1324. 

Factories  and  Workshops  I 

Conditions  of  Employment  of  Young  Girls  ■ 
in.  I 

Os.    Mr.  Bylw,  Aug.  1,  1097. 

Electrical  Generating  Works,  Xocossity 
for    SjH'cial    Rcgtdations    for.  i 

0».     Mr.    Teimant,    Aug.    1,    1087, 
1088;    Mr.  Gladstone,  1104. 

Fire,  Provision  of  means  of  racapo  from. 
Os.     Mr.  Tennant,  Aug.  1,  1087. 
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July  IT— Aug.  4. 

Factories  and  Worksh<qM— coiu. 


Inspection,  Inadequate  System  of — In- 
creasing Nnmbor  of  Hale  and  Female 
Inspectors,  proposed. 

Os.  Sir  a  Dilke,  Aug.  1.  1075. 
1076;  Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald, 
1080,  1083,  1084 ;  Mr.  O'Grady, 
1098,  1099;  Mr.  Gladstone, 
1104,  1108. 

Inspectors 

Class  of  Persons  Appointed,  Lack  of 
Practical  Knowedge,  etc. 
Os.    Mr.  T.  F.  Richards,  Aug. 
1,  1123. 

Increase  in  Number  of,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Byles;   A.    Mr.  GUi- 
stone,  Aug.  1,  1048- 

Method  and  Conditions  of  Appoint- 
ment, Character  of  E-xaminations, 
etc. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  R.  Hacdonald, 
Aug.  1,  1080-1083;  Mr. 
GIsKlstone,  1108-1112;  Mr. 
Stuart,  1115. 

Women.  Increase  in  Number  of,  pro- 
posed. 
Os.     Sir    C.     Dilke,     Aug.     1, 
1075 ;    Mr.  T.  F.  Richards. 
1124;  Mr.  Gladstone.  1124. 

'Non-textile  Industries,  Regulation  of. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Aug.  1,  1075, 
1076;    Mr.  Gladstone,    1103. 

"  Partioularji,"  Enforcement  and  Ebcten- 
sion  of  Law  as  to. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Aug.  1.  1076, 
1077;    Mr.   Byles,    1096. 

Period  of  Employment — Orders  Granting 
Special  Exceptions  in  certain  '  lasses. 
Presented,  July  28,  206  ;  July  30,  287. 

Sanitary    Condition    of   Jam,    Pickle  and 
Fniit  Preserving  Factories. 
Os.     Mr.  Tennant,  Aug.  I,  1086. 

Shuttles    made   of   West    African   Wood. 

Dangerous  Nature  of  Trade,  Neceesity 

for  Regulation,  etc. 

Os.    Mr.    Tennant,    Aug.    1,    1088, 

1089;      Mr.     O'Grady,     1098, 

1099;     Mr.    Gladstone,    1104; 

Mr.  Sharkleton,  1116. 

Time-cribbing,  System  of — Necessity  for 
Dealing  with.  Appointment  of  Police 
Inspectors,   proposed. 

Os.     Mr.   Gill,   Aug.   1,   1090-1093 
Mr.    Byles,    1096;     Mr.    Glad- 
stone, 1106, 1107  :  Mr.  Shackle- 
•    ton,  1115,  1116,  1117. 

Weights  carried  by  Women  and  Children. 
Os.     Sir  C.  Dilke.  Aug.   1,    107a 

Women  and  Girb  working  outside  Pro- 
tection of  the  Factory  Acts,  Necessity 
for  Dealing  with  Question. 

Os.     Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett,  Aug.  1,  1 126. 
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Farrell,  Mr.  J.  P.  tLongford,  N.I 

Arohdale,  Galbraith  and  King-Harman 
Bstates,  Sole  proposals  for,  July  30, 
422. 

Cnsack  Estate  Untenanted  Land,  Disposal 
of,  Jvln  30.  421. 

Dalystane  lAbourers'  Cottage  Scheme- 
Ownership  of  Land,  etc.,  Jidy  30,  434. 

Education 

Commissioner,  Resident,  Salary  of.  July 

30, '^5. 
National    School    Teachers'    Salaries, 

Period  for  Payment  of,  July  30, 

435. 

Longford 

Congested  Areas,  Proposals  for  Relief 

of,  etc.,  July  30, 424. 
Petty    Sessions    Clerk — ^Appointment 
of  Mr.  E.  D.  McCann,  July  30, 411. 
O'Brien  Estate  Sale  Proceedings,  IWay  in, 
July  30, 42i. 

Fsrr«r,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2r., 
Avg.  1,  953. 

Fatal    Accidents    and    Sadden    Deaths 
Inquiry  (Scotland)  Bill 

c.  Con.  and  3r.,  July  28,  278. 
I.  iR.*  July  30,  288. 
2b.,  Aug.  1,  1021. 
Com.  and  3b.  Aug.  2,  1306. 
Royal  Assent,  ^uj.  4,  1790. 
Debate  on  Consideration,  Commons,  July 
28,  278. 
Jury,  Regulations  as  to,  279. 

Notice  to  Person  found  Guilty  of 
Fault  and  Negligence,  not  less 
not  Seven  Days'  Notice  to  be 
given,  279-284. 

Public  Inquiry,  Regulations  as  to— 
New  Clause,  278. 

Section  4  not  to  Apply  in  Case  of  a 
Fatal  Accident  occurring  with 
Work  to  which  Factory  Act  of 
1901  applies,  278. 

Federated  Malay  Estates 

Gambling — Regulations    as    to    Licensing 
Public  Gaming-ho\ises,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.   Allen;    A.  Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,  454. 
Opium   Payments   to   Miners   under    the 
Truck  System. 

Q.    Mr.  A.  Allen;    A.  Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,  450. 

Fell,  Mr.  A.  [Great  Yarmouth] 
Army 

Estimates    1906-7,   Proposals    as    to, 

Jtdy  28,  209. 
Guns     and     Ammunition      Reserve, 
Creation  of,  proposed,  July  28, 209. 
Norwich    Barracks,   Proposals    as    to 
Erection  of,  July  31,  674. 
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Fell,  Mr.  A.— «>»'• 

Gold  Coast— Tarquah  Railway  Extension 
to  A&cobra  River,  Proposals  as  to, 
July  31,  701. 

Navy — Cunard,  etc..  Liners  Subsidised  by 
AdmiraJty,  Provision  of  Guns,  etc., 
for,  July  28,  208. 

Regent  Street  Re-building  Scheme,  De- 
cision  as  to,  Aug.  2,  1369. 

Siberia.  Appointment  of  British  Consuls  in, 
proposed,  July  31,  703. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1607. 

Transvaal,  Chinese  Labour— Crimes,  De- 
crease in.  Reason  for,  July  31,  701. 

Unemplo3red — Manitoba  Harvest  Work, 
Employment  on,  proposed,  Aug.  2, 
1362. 


Fenwick,  Mr.  C.  [Northumberland,  Wuns- 
beck] 
Mines,  Eight  Hours'  Day  in— Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  Question  of,  .4t«y.  /,  1114. 

Ferguson,  Mr.  E.  C.  M.  lLe'il>  Burgh  <] 

Consolidated    Fund   (Appropriation)  Bill, 

2b..  Atu).  2,  1454. 
National   Galleries   of   Scotland   Bill,   2b. 

July  28,  228. 
Scotch  Central  Administrative  Board,  In- 
quiry   into     Working    of,     proposed, 
Aug.  2,  1455. 
•     Scottish  Estimates,  Inadequate  Time  al- 
lowed for  Discussion  of,  Aun.  2, 1454. 
SmaU  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill.  Intro., 
Jidy  28,  272,  273. 
Provisions  of,  Aug.  4,  1837. 

Fema  Bridge 

Myles  O'Reilly  Coat  of  Arms,  Position  of. 

0.     Mr.     V.     Kennedy;      A.     Mr. 
Bryce,  Aug.  2,  1338,    1339. 

Ferns 

Clologue  and  Ballindaggin  Schools,  Decision 
as  to  Grants  for  Building. 

Q.    Sir    T.    Esmonde ;       A.    Mr. 
Bryce,  Aug.  2,  1374. 

Fertilizers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill 
/.  2b.  July  27,  28. 
Com.,  July  30,  330. 
Rep  and  3b.*  July  31,  610. 
e.  Lords  Amendments,  Con.*  Aug.  2, 1458. 
/.  Royal  Assent.  Aug.  4,  1790. 
Regulations,  Appointment  of  Committee  to 
Advise  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.    Channing;     A.    Sir    E. 
Strachey,  Aug.  3,  1593,  1594. 

Fetterstonhaugh,  Mr.  G.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 

Army,  Engineer  Services  in  Southern 
Command  —  Expense  of  Checking 
Measurements,  by  Inspector,  Aug.  3, 
1599. 

Bacon,  American— Measures  proposed  for 
Prevention  of  Importation  of  Tuber- 
culous Meat,  July  31,  686. 
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Fethentonhangh,  Mr.  Q.—cont 

Ballin* — Decision  as  to  New  Patent  for 

Holding  Fairs,  Aug.  I.  1037. 
Ballysadare     Foreshore,    Ownership      of, 

etc.,  Jvly  28,  217  ;  Avg.  2,  1329. 
Cork  Registrar    of   .Title— Conditions    of 

Appointment  of  Mr.  Wri(*t,  Aug.  2, 

1328 :  Aug.  4,  1798. 

Dublin  Revaluation,  Proposals  as  to  pro- 
ceeding with,  Jvly  28,  219. 

Enniskillen  BfUitary  Headquarters,  De- 
cision as  to,  Jvly  28,  211. 

Erne,  Lough,  Fisheries — Decision  as  to 
Protection  of,  Jvly  31,  687. 

Erne  River  Hatchery,  Management  of, 
Jvly  31,  687. 

Game  Preservation  in  Ireland,  Measures 
for,  proposed,  Avg.  1,  1034. 

Judgeship,  Vacant,  Proposals  as  to  filling, 
in  Ireland,  Avg.  3,  1684. 

Poor  Law  Commission,  Irish  Medical  Repre- 
sentation on,  July  30,  441. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (beland)  Bill, 
Con.,  Jvly  30,  596. 

Sligo  Sawmills  and  Joinery  Company 

Connection  of  Agriculture  Depart- 
ment with,  etc.,  Jvly  30,  426; 
Aug.  3,  1596. 

Trustees  of  Mr.  B.  Cochran's  Gift. 
Jvly  31,  684. 

Transvaal  Chinese  -Labonr — Repatriation, 
Result  of  Amended  Notice,  July  28, 
211;     Avg.  1,  1046. 
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'  TienneB,  Mr.  E.  E.  [Oxfordshire,  Banbmy] 


Ffrench,  Mr.  P.  [Wexford,  S.] 

Leigh    Estate— Reinstatement    Claim    of 
Mrs.   Golfer,  July  31,  693. 

Field,  Mr.  W.  {Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Army  Stores,  Contract  for  Conveyance  of, 
from  Dublin  to  Kilbride,  Aug.  1,  1041. 
Dublin 

Phcenix  Park  Glasshouses,  Allocation 
of  Contracts  for,  Avg.  1,  1032. 

Post  Office  Mail  Cart  Service  Contract, 
Duration  of— Visits  of  Officials 
to  Contractors'  Premises,  etc., 
Aug.  2,  1322. 

Education  of  Afflicted  Children,  Pro- 
IKJsals  as  to,  Aug.  1,  1033. 

Magistrates,  Resident,  Accounts  of.  Julu 
31,   085.   086.  ' 

Newry  Revising  Barrister — Expenses  en- 
tailed by  working  District  from 
Warrenpoint,  Jvly  31,  686. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank.  Unclaimed 
Balances.  Procedure  in  Transferring 
to  Dormant  Ledgers,  etc.,  Aug.  2, 1321. 

Royal  Canal,  Oeansing,  Necessity  for, 
Aug.  1,  1032. 

Tuberculosis    Royal    Commission    Report, 
Date  of  Issuing,  Aug.  1,  10.36. 
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Transvaal 

Chinese  Labour 

Immorality,  Allegations  as  to, 
Avg.  4.  1822. 

Repatriaticm — Effect  on  Em- 
ployment of  White  Laboor, 
Aug.   4,    1810. 

SeU-Govemment  Proposals,  Pro- 
visions of  new  Constitntion, 
Aug.  4.  1811. 

Finohley 

Telephone  Extension,  Proposals  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Nield;    A.    Mr.  Buxton.  Avg. 
2,    1332. 

First  Commissioner  of  Works 

RL  Hon.  L.  Hareourl. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

Lord  TweedtnouPi. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

at.   Hon.   Sir  H.   Campbdl-Bannerman. 

First  Offenders 

Releases  under  Recognisances  and  Number 
of  fresh  Offences  charged  to — Return 
Presented,  Aug.  2,  1319. 


Fisheries 

Fish-curing  Industry,    Conditions    of  Em- 
plt^nnent  of  Women. 
0«.    Mr.   Tennant,   Aug.    J,    1086, 
1087. 
Ireland 

Development    of     Fishing    Industry, 
Steps  taken  to  Effect. 
0«.    Sir  T.  Esmcmde,    Avg.  2, 
1444;    Mr.  Bryce,  1448. 
Statistics  for  past  Six  Months, 
Q.    Mr.    Dolan;      A.     Mr.    Bryce, 
Aug.  1,  1061. 

Trawling,  tee  that  title. 

Fishery  Board.  Scotland 

Vote  for,  Jvly  31,  814  ;  Aug.  1,  1071- 

Fitzmaorice,      LOTi—Under-Seeretary      par 

Foreign  Affairs. 

Education  (England  a".d  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aitj.  3,  1182. 

Flavin,  Mr.  M-  J.  [Kerry.  N.] 

Tarbort  Process  Server,  Duties  of.  etc., 
Aug.  4,   1798. 

War  Office  Civil  Service  Clerks,  Cases  of— 
Inquiry  proposed,  Avg.  4,  1799. 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C.  [C^rk,  N.] 

Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  Dis- 
continua".ce  of  Grants  to,  proposed, 
Aug.  1,  1053,  1064. 

Congested  Districta  Board,  Land  Pur- 
chased by.  Prices  Paid,  etc.,  Aug.  1, 
1052 
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Flyna.  Mr.  J.  C— «"»<. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriatiou) 
2b.,  Avf.  2,  1444. 

Constabulary 

Promotion  System,  Aug.  2,  1374,  1376. 
Reductions,  Proposals  as  to,  Avg.  2, 
1374. 
Education  in  Boys'  Schools  under  Masters, 
App<Mntment  of  Assistaat  in,  Avf.  1, 
1056. 

Hungerford  a'ld  Clorahti  Estate — Re- 
instatement Claim  of  J.  and  O.  Ring, 
Any.  1,  1033. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts. 
con.,  Aug.  1,  1141. 

Land  Purchase  —  Grazing  Land,  Delay 
of  Commissioners  in  Dealing  with, 
Aug.  2,  1446. 

Natal,  Native  Rising,  Trials  of  Chiefs,  Pro- 
cedure in,  July  31,  703. 

Newman  Estate,  Purchase  of — Case  of 
Mr.  T.  C.  O'CaUaghan,  Aug.  I,  1063. 

Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe  Tram- 
ways Bill 

c.  3r.*  July  27,  67. 

I.   Commons'   Ameadts.,    con.*   July    30, 

286. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Food 

Preservatives,   Use  of — Proposals  for  In- 
vestigation of  Subject. 
Q.    Mr.  O'Malley;   A.    Mr.  Burns, 
July  30,  429. 

Food  Supply  in  Time  of  War 

Protbction  of.  Necessity  for  Ensuring. 
Os.     Lord  EUonborough,  July  30,  311, 
312. 

Foreign  Offies 

Secretary  of  Slate— Rt.  Hj.i.  Sir  E.  Qrey. 
Under-Secretary — Lord   Fitzmaurice. 

Foreshores 

.        Crowii    Rights    and    Interests — Minute 
Directing  Application  of  Monejrs  Re- 
ceived, Presented,  Aug.  4,  1794. 

Fonter,  Mr.  H.  W-  [Kent,  Sevenoaks] 
Street  Betting  BiU,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  1166. 
Trade  Disputes  BiU,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1774. 

Fowney 

Cattle-maiming  Outrage — PoUce  Efforts  to 
trace  Ofienders,  etc. 
Q».      Mr.   MacVeagh,    Mr.    T.    W. 
RusseU ;   A».    Mr.  Bryce,  Aug. 
1,   1064,   1066. 
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July  21— Aug.  4. 

Oalloway,  Earl  of 

Ground  Game  BiU,  3b.,  July  27,  32. 


Oalbraith  Estate 

Sale  Proposals  for. 
Q.   Mr.  FarreU  ;  A. 
«22. 
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Mr.  Bryoe,  July  30, 


Oardenham 

Turbary  Rights  of  W.  Browne. 
Q.    Mr.    Uazleton ;      ^4.      Mr.     Bryce, 
Aug.  2,   1339,  1340. 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  (Ho.  1)  Bill 

c.  Jtep.*  July  27,  58. 

Con.*  and  3b.*  July  30,  403. 
I.    Commons'    Ame.idts.     con.*    July    31, 
697. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  (So.  2)  Bill 

c.  Sep.*  July  27,  58. 

Con.*  and  3e.*  July  30,  403. 
/.  Commons'  Amendts.  con.*  July  31,  697. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Oas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  27,  68. 

Con.*  and  3r.*  July  30,  403. 
{.  Commons'  Amendts.,  con.*  July  30,  697* 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Oermany 

^-  Ceramic  Industry  and  Trade — Report  Pre- 
sented, July  27,  3. 

Naval  Shipbuilding  Programme,  In- 
formation as  to. 

Q.   Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A.   Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son. Aug.  3,  1592,  1594. 

Oibbs,  Mr.  0.  A,  [Bristol,  W.] 

Africa,  South  —  Manhood  Suffrage  in 
Aug.  2,  1349. 

Bristol  Corporation  BiU,  Lords'  Amendts. 
con.,  Aug-  2,  1429. 

Street  Betting  BiU,  Com.,  Auj.  1,  HOG. 

Transvaal  new  Constitution 

Date  of  Coming  into  Effect,  etc.,  Attg. 
2,  1366. 

Second  Chamber,  Consultation  of 
High  Commissioner  as  to  Nomin- 
ations for,  Aug.  2,  1349. 

Yeomanry  Training — Tent  Accommoda- 
tion for  Officers,  July  31,  691. 

OiU,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Bolton]     . 

Factories — Time-cribbing,  System  of.  Ne- 
cessity for  DeaUng  with,  Aug.  1,  1090- 
1093. 

Oipsies,  Oerman 

Power  to  Deal  with  under    AUens    Act, 
Mean»  of  Getting  Rid  of,  etc 
Qs.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;   At.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Aug.  2,  1366.  1367. 

Scotland — Nuisance  caused  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Mitchell -Thomson ;  A.  Tfr. 
Sinclair,  July  28,  219. 
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Gladstone,  Et  Hon.  H.  J.—SterOary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  [Leeds,  W.] 
Aliens  Act 

Gipsies,  Qerman,  Power  to  deal  with 

under,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  13f7. 
Russians  on  board   the  "  Sohwalbe  " 
and  "  Adler,"  Reason  for  Refusal 
of  Admission  to,  July  30,  431  ; 
Aug.  2,  1368. 

Aniline  Dyeing  Trade,  Regolations  for, 
Aug.  1.  1104. 

Anthrax,  Cases  of,  Method  of  Dealing  with. 
Inspection  of  Wool  at  Port  of  Entry, 
etc.  :  Aug.  1.  1105,  1106. 

Bawden,  Dr.  J.  B.,  Case  of — ^Decision  of 
General  Medical  Council,  July  28,  216. 

Cardiff  Public-house,  Alleeod  Illegal  Pay- 
ment of  Wages  to  Workmen  at,  Aug.  3, 
1590. 

Channel  Islands  Shipping  Laws,  Proposals 
as  to,  Aug.  2,  1369. 

Children — Mortality  among  Children  who 
live  (or  whose  mothers  live)  in  non- 
inspected  semi-oharitable  Institutions, 
J%iy  31,  707. 

Coal  Mines,  Inspectors  in  Wales 

Appointment  of  Inspectors  having  a 
Knowledge  of  the  Webh  Langnage 
proposed,  Aug.  1,  1124. 

Atkinson,  Mr.,  Salary,  etc.,  of,  July  28, 
216. 
Criminal  Branch,  Proposals  as  to  Increasing 
Staff,  Aug.  1.  1116. 

Docks,  Accidents  at,  arising  from  Defective 
Gear,  Aug.  1, 1106. 

Electrical  Generating  Works,  Neoessity  for 
Special  Regulations  for,  Aug.  1,  1104. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Inspection,  System  of — Proposals  as  to 
Increasing  Number  of  Inspectors, 
Aug.  1,  1104,  1108. 

Inspectors 

Conditions  of  Appointment,  Char- 
acter of  Examinations,  etc., 
Aug.  1,  1108-1112. 

Increase  in  Number  of,  proposed, 
Aug.  1,  1048. 

I  Women      luspoctorg.      Increased 

Number  of,  Aug.  1,  1124. 

Non-Textile  Industrice,  Regulation 
oi,-Aug.  1,  1103. 

Time-cribbing,  System  of — Proposals 
for  DeaUng  with,  Aug.  1,  1106, 
1107. 

Factory  Department,  Satisfactory  Working 
of— Tribute  to  Services  of  Sir  H.  P. 
Freer-Smith,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1107,  1108. 

Foreign    Office — Mr.   Findlay's    Despatch 

of   5th  July   to   Secretary  of  State, 

July  30,  461. 
Imprisonment  in  Default  of  Paying  Fines 

in  1904 — Facilities  for  Paying  Fines, 

etc.,  Aug.  2,  1333. 
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Leckhampton  Hill  Right-of-Way  Disturb- 
ance—Sentences Inflicted,  etc,  Aug. 
3,  1604. 

London  Ambulance  Service,  proposals  as  to, 
Aug.  2,  1357. 

Lunacy 

Administration,  Control,  and  Manage- 
ment of  Asylums,  Persons  Re- 
sponsible for,  Aug.  1,  1124.  1125. 

Attendants  at  Asylums,  Hours  of 
Duty,  etc.,  of,  July  31,  706. 

Inspection  of  Asylums,  Defects  of 
Present  System,  Aug.  1,  1125. 

Three  Coimties  Asylum — Beer  Allow- 
ance to  Patients,  Aug.  1,  1036. 

McCarthy,  J.,  Case  of — ^Investigation  of 
Charges  Proposed,  Av^.  3,  1695. 

Magistrates,  Appointment  of — Proportion 
of  Unionists,  etc.,  July  30,  459-461. 

Mines 

Eight  Hours  Day  in — Appointmemt  of 
Committee  of  Inquiry  into,  July 
30,  462 ;  Aug.  1, 1100-1103. 

Inspection  System,  Proposals  for  Ex- 
tension of,  July  28,  216. 

Motors 

Commission,  Control  exercised  by 
Captain  C.  Bigham  over  Evideooe, 
etc,  July  28,  217. 

Omnibuses,  Speed  in  London,  pro- 
posals for  Regulating,  July  30, 
461. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  3b.,  July  31,  867. 
86a 

Newspaper  Prizes  for  Tram,  etc.  Tickets, 
Legality  of,  July  31,  683. 

Police,  Metropolitan — Weekly  Day  of  Rest 
for,  proposed,  Aug.  1,  1126. 

Prisons 

Convicts  unfit  for  Prison  Discipline, 
Proposals  for  DeaUng  with,  July 
30,  463. 

Epileptic  Convicts,  Numb«  of  (1904- 
5).  July  30,  463. 

Hindustani  Interpreters  in  London 
Prisons,  Aug.  2,  1359. 

Unproductive  Labour  Machines  in 
Use,  July  28,  216. 

Rescue  Homes,  Non-Inspected,  Number  of 
Girls  sent  to — Jurisdiction  of  Home 
Office,  etc.,  July  31,  706. 

Shuttles  made  of  West  African  wood. 
Regulations  for,  Aug.  1,  1104. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  2r.,  July  31.  866; 
Com..  Aug.  1,  1144-1146,  1148,  1150, 
1151,  1152,  1153,  1154.  1165,  1157, 
1168,   1159.    1160.    1165. 
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Oladstoue,  £t  Hon.  H.  J.—coni. 

Vaccination 

Act,    Am'iadmoat,   ProposilB    as    to, 

Aug.  4,  1840. 
Exemption  Certificates — Case  of  Mr. 

H.  Firrow,  Jvlt/  27,  63. 

Widnus — .alleged  Interference  with  Right 

of  Public  Meeting,  Aug.  4,  1843. 

Wokingham  Motor  Fatality — Decision  as 
to  Prosecution  of  Motorist,  etc.,  July 
31,  701. 

Women's  Suffrage  Disturbances — Case  of 
Mrs.  J.  Sparborough,  Aug.  2,  1368. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  Insurance 
under. 
Date  of  Appointment  of  Committee 

of  Inquiry,  Aug.  1,  1107. 
Effect  of  Clause  1,  July  28,  216. 

Legality  of  Practice  of  making  De- 
duction from  Wages,  Aug.  1, 
1048. 

Olantawe,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  1,  943. 

Olasgow 

Post  Office 

Medical  Officer.  Appointment  of. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.    Mr.  Bux- 
ton. Juiy  27,  82. 

Volimteers,    Reason    for    Refusal    of 
Leave  to. 
Q.    Mr.  A.  Lee ;  ^.     Mr.  Bux- 
ton, July  27,  63,  64. 

Glasgow  and  South  Western   Bailway 

Order  Confirmation  Bill 
e.  Con.*  July  30,  403. 

3b.*  July  31,  668. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Glen-Coats,  Sir  T.  [Renfrewshire,  W.] 

Scottish  Church  Property  Dispute — Date 
of  Presenting  Commission  Report, 
July  2S,  207. 

Glenties 

Sheep-dipping  Inspector,  Qualifications  of. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett ;    A.   Mr.  Bryoo, 
Aug.  1,  1030. 

Gold  Coast 

Report,  Annual,  Presented,  July  30,  286, 

406. 
Tarqnah   Railway  Extension  to  Anoobra 
River,    Proposals   as   to. 
Q.    Mr.    Fell!    A.    Mr.    Churchill, 
July  3,  701. 

Oooch,  Mx.  G.  P.  [Bath] 
Macedonia 

Budget  Deficit,  Proposals  for  meeting 
by  Increased  Customs  Duties, 
Aug.  1,  1127. 
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Gooch,  Mr.  G.  P. — cont. 

Macedonia — eont. 

Financial  Commission,  Work  of,  Date 
of  Presenting  Report,  etc., 
Aug.  1,  1128. 

Oendarmerie,  Increased  Powers  for. 
Result  of  Negotiations  with 
Turkey,  Aug.  1,  1127. 

Gordon,  Mr.  J,  [Londonderry,  S.] 

Bann  River  Drainage  Scheme,  1  roposals 
OS  to,  Aug.  2,  1445. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2b.,  Aug.  2,  1445. 

Goschcn,  Tisconnt 

Hague  Conference,  Proceedings  of  H.M. 
Government  with  regard  to,  July  30, 
324. 

Navy 

Battleships,  Proposals  as  to  New 
Construction,  July  30,  316. 

Strength  of 

Reduction  in 

Policy   as   to.   Definition  of, 
JiiZy  30.  314-318. 

Sea  Lords,  Responsibility  of, 
July  30,  316. 

Two- Power  Standard,  i'roposab 
as  to  Maintaining,  July  30, 
316. 

Gonrock 

Land  Bought  by  Town  Council,  Method  of 
raising  Lotm  for,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.  Torrance ;  A.    Mr.  Sinclair, 
Aug.  1,  1027,  1028. 

GoTemment  Property 

Rates  on— Vote  for,  July  31,  810  ;  Aug. 
U  1070. 

Granard,  Earl  of 

Post  Office  (Literature  for  the  Blind)  Bill, 
2b.,  July  30,  32Q. 

Great  ITorthem  (Ireland)  and  Midland 
Bailways  Bill 
c  Con.  July  30,  404. 
3b.*  July  31,  669. 
I.  Commons'    Amendts.    Con.*    July    31, 
597.  ,. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Great  Northern  Bailway  Bill 

{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Ghreat  Tarmouth  Waterworks  &  Lowes- 
toft Water  &  Gas  Bill 
c.  Sep.*  July  27,  69. 

Greenwich  Hospital  Act,  1869 

Order  in  Council  (Dated  28  July,   1906) 
Presented,  Aug.  3,  1463.  1580. 
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Oreenwioh  Observatory 

London  County  Cotmoil  Moctric  Power 
Station,  E^eot  of,  etc. — ^Date  of  Pre- 
senting Committee  Report. 

Q.    Mr.  Ashley ;    A.  Mr.  Lambert, 
Jvly  31,  695. 

Grey,  Et  Hon.  Sir  K— Secretary  of  Stale  for 
Foreign  Affairs  [Northumb3rlan(l,  Berwick] 

Abyssinia — German  Commercial  Treaty, 
FroTisions  of,  Aitg.  4,  1801. 

Bagh<lad  Railway — Decision  as  to  Ex- 
tension to  Khor  Abdullah,  Aug.  2, 
1324;  Aug.  4.  1837. 

Buenos  Ayres,  Imprisonment  of  English- 
men at  while  awaiting  Trial — AUeged 
Supiaeness  of  English  Consul,  etc., 
Aug.  3,  1586. 

China 

Anhui  Mining  Final  Contract,  Progress 
made  with,  Aug.  1,  1035. 

Customs,  European  Control  over — 
Rumoured  Resignation  of  Sir  R. 
Hart,  etc.,  Aug.  3,  1585 ;  Aug.  4, 
1836. 

Egypt 

Administrative  Policy  of  Lord  Cromer, 
Aug.  4,  1835. 

British  Officers,  Attack  on. 

Cause  of — ^Rumours  as  to  imrest 
among  Natives,  etc.,  Aug.  4, 
1831. 

Findlay,  Mr.,  Terms  of  Despatch 
sent  by,  Aug.  4,  1833. 

Ohaffirs  of  Denshawi,  Treatment 
of,  Aug.  1,  1034. 

Ombashi,  Evidence  given  by, 
Aug.  1,  1035. 

Sentences  on  Natives,  Aug.  4, 
1835. 

Pilgrims  to  Mecca,  Arrangements  for 
Conveyance  of,  Aug.  2,  1364. 

ICaoedonia 

Budget  Deficit,  Proposals  for  Meeting 
out  of  Licroased  Turkish  Customs 
Duties,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1132-1134, 
1136;   Aug.  4,  1837. 

Financial  Commission,  Work  of,  Aug. 
1,  1134. 

Military  Expanditure  Charged  on  the 
Budget,  Proposals  as  to  Reduction 
of,  Aug.  1,  1135. 

Manchuria 

British  Trade  Interests,  Proposals  for 
Safeguarding,  Aug.  2,  1361. 

Niu-chwang — Dat«  of  Taking  over 
British  Concession  on  North  Side 
of  Riv«r,  Aug.  2,  1324. 

.  Merchant  Seamen's  Wages,  Charge  on 
Remitting  from  Foreign  Ports,  Avg. 
2,  1364.  J 
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Grey,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  K—cont. 

Morocco 

Land  Sales  to  Foroignors,  Conditioni 
of,  Aug.  2.  1363. 

Police  in  Coast  Towns,  Powers  <rf,  to 
Deal  with  Slavery,  Aug.  2,  1362. 

Motor  of  Portuguese  Minister,  Collision  of, 
with  Bicycle — Waiving  Diplomatic 
Immunity  to  Permit  of  Prosecatioa 
of  CSiaufEeur,  proposed,  July  31,  675. 

Persia,  Disturbances — Numb3r  of  Refugees 
in  British  Legation  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1352. 

Servia,  Diplomatic  Relations  with — Con- 
ditions of  Renewing  by  Great  Britain, 
Aug.  2,  1352. 

Siberia — British  Consuls,  Appointment  of, 
proposed,  July  31,  703. 

Tibet  Convention— Date  of  Tabling  Rati- 
fication, etc.,  July  31,  674. 

Tripoli — Delimitation  of  Frontier,  proposed, 
Aug.  2,  1363. 

Turkey — Customs,  Proposed  Increase  in — 
Conditions  to  be  Imposed  by  Oieat 
Britain,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1132-1134,  1138. 

Ground  Oame  Bill 
/.  311.  July  27, 31. 

c.   Lords'   Amendts.    Con.*  Aug.    1,  1009. 
{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Ooiana,  British 

Mail  Service,  Arrangements  for. 
Q.    Mr.   L.   Hardy;    A.    Mr.    Buxton, 
July  30, 4M,  MS. 

Onlland,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Dumfries  Burgas] 

National   Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b., 
I  .^u/y  28,222,239,243. 

Oirdon,  Sir  W.  B-  [Norfolk,  N.] 

Colonial  Marriages  Bill,  2b..  Jul]/  30,  684. 

War  Office  Hay  Contracts — Specification 
as  to  Source  of  Supply,  Aug.  2,  1340. 

Hackney  Eleetrioity  Bill 

I  3b.*  Jidy  27,  1. 

e.  Lords'  Amend,  Cox.*  July  31,  668. 

L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1702. 

Hague  Conference 

Armaments,  Reduction  of.  Question  to  be 
submitted   to — Effect   of   on   Britiah 
Shipbuilding  Programme. 
Ot.    Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27,  71, 
72 ;  Mr.  A.  Lee,  78 ;  Mr.  Beau- 
champ,  82 ;  Mr.   Bright,   101  ; 
Mr.     Maddison,      106,        106  ; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  27,  109- 
111;  Sir  H.  CampbeU-Banner- 
man,  117,  118. 

Proceedings  of  His  Majesty's  QoTemment 
with  Regard  to. 
Oe.    Earl  Cawdor,  JWy  JO,  292,283; 
304;   Lord  Tweedmonth,  304, 
306 ;  Lord  Eversley,  323,  324 
Viscount  Qosofaen,  3^4. 
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Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  £.  'i.—Searetary  <if  State 
for  War  [Haddington] 

Ammunition — Marks  IV.,  V.  and  VI., 
Difference  between,  Quantities  Manu- 
factured, etc.,  Jxdy  30,  446. 

Artillery- 
Field — Horses  required  for  Mobilisation 
under  New  Scheme,  Jvlg  31. 696. 

Reduction  proposals 

Experts'  Opinions  on,  etc.,  Aug.  2 
1326. 
Terms   of   Service,   Proposals   as    to 
altering,  July  30,  461. 
Barracks 

Contracts  for  Painting,  etc. — Fair 
Wages  Clause,  Jvly  31,  674. 

Norwich,  Decision  as  to,  July  30,  449, 
450  ;  Jidy  31,  674. 

Bremner,  Mr.,  Decision  in  Case  of,  Aug.  1, 

1042. 
Canteens 

BallincoUig  Canteen — Decision  as  to 
Contracts  of  Canteen  and  Mess 
Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  July 
30,  449. 

Supply    System — Contracts    held    by 
Mesars.  Diokeson,  etc.,  July  30, 
446. 
Connsught  Bangers,  Alleged  Attack  on,  by 

Nationalists  in  Donegal,  Aug.  3,  1601. 

Crimean  War — Pensions  of  Survivors  of 
Balaclava  Charge,  Aug.  1,  1032. 

-Egypt — British  Garrison,  Proposals  for 
Beinforcement  of,  July  30,  446. 

Engineer  Services  in  Southern  Command — 
Expense  of  Checking  Measurements  by 
Inspector,  Aug.  3,  1699. 

Euniskillen  Military  Head'juarter.',  De- 
cision as  to,  July  28, 211. 

Estimates,  1906-7,  Proposals  as  to,  July  28, 
210. 

Estimates — Surpluses  on  one  Vote  applied 
to  meet  Excesses  on  other  Votes,  July 
30,577,581,582. 

Qood  Conduct  Medal,  Conditions  of  Grant- 
ing, </trfy  30, 428. 

Guards 

Coldstream  Guards,  3rd  Battalion- 
Decision  as  to  sending  to  Egypt, 
Jtdy  30,  446. 

Irish,  Estimated  Saving  by  Disbanding 
instead  of  3rd  Coldstream,  etc., 
July  30,  447. 

Musketry  Averages,  Cost  of  Mobilising, 
etc.,y«/y  25,210,211. 

3uns  and  Ammunition  Reserve,  Adequacy 
of,  July  28,  209. 

Horses 

Breeding  Establishments,  Formation 
of,  proposed,  July  28,  209. 

Private  Chargers,  etc.,  of  Officers, 
Acoommddation  for  in  Govern- 
ment Stables,  Aug.  2,  1346. 
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Haldaae,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  B.—eont. 

Lance,  Decision  as  to  Use  of,  Aug.  4, 1800. 

Malta — Military  Band  Performance  on 
Empire  Day  at  Jesuit  College  Fete, 
Aug.  2,  1326. 

Militia 

Lancashire  Royal  Field  Artillery, 
Efficiency  of,  Aug.  3,  1601. 

Recruiters,  Allowance  to,  July  30,  427. 

Sergeants  and  Buglers  on  the  Per- 
manent Staff,  Allowance  to,  Atig. 
1, 1042. 

Uniform  Contracts,  Allocation  of,  Aug. 
2,  1326. 

Winter  Trai.iing  Proposals,  July  30, 
448. 

Officers — Majors  on  Regimental  Duty, 
Regulations  as  to  Number  of,  proposed, 
July  30,  447. 

Peisions— Case  of  T.  Bryson,  Aug.  2,  1340. 

Personnel,  Reduction  of 

Disbanded  Regiments,  Reservists  con- 
nected with,  July  30,  444. 

Facilities  for  Re-engaging,  Aug.  1, 
1043. 

Political  Gatherings,  Regulations  as  to 
Attendance  at,  Aug.  3, 1603. 

Recruiting  and  Enlistment — Measurements 
of  Recruits,  Object  of  Return  as  to, 
Aug.  3,  1600. 

Reorganisatioa  Proposals — Issue  of  Paper 
showing  Details,  proposed,  July  30, 
448. 

Rifle  Ranges,  Provision  of,  for  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Aug.  3,  1601. 

Shoebury  Firing  Practice,  Dangers  of — 
Inquiry  into  Edgar  case,  Aug.  2,  1346 

Stobs  Camps — Arrangements  for  Safety 
of  Pedestrians  using  Drove  Koad,  etc. , 
Aug.  2,  1325. 

Stores,  Contract  for  Conveyance  of,  from 
Dublin  to  Kilbride,  Aug.  1,  1041. 

War  Office 

Civil  Service  Clerks,  Cases  of— Inquiry 
proposed,  Aug.  4,  1799. 

Hay  Contracts— Specification  as  to 
Source  of  Supply,  Aug.  2,  1341. 

Yeomanry 

Discharges,  Period  of  Rendering  Re- 
turn as  to,  Aug.  3,  1699. 

Expenditure  Return,  Annual  Issue  of» 
proposed,  Aug.  3,  1600. 

Recruits  for  Army,  Discontinuance  of, 
proposed,  Aug.  3,  1600. 

Training — Tent  Accommodation  for 
Officers,  July  31,  691. 

3T 
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Halifax,  Visooont  | 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b.,  ' 

Aug.  2,  1219.  1 

South    African    War — Allegations   against 

Mr.    H.  Paul — Personal   Explanation, 

Aug.  3,  1465. 

Halpin,  Mr.J.[Clare,W.] 

KiUdysart  Postal  Faoilitiee,  Improvement 

of,  proposed,  Jidg  31,  724. 
Quilty    Postal    and    Telegraph    Facilities, 

ImproToment  of,  iHt)posed,  July  3U 

725. 

HaLibnry,  Earl  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Auj.  3,  1475.  1485,  1486. 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  Commons'  Amend ts.. 
Con.,  Aug.  3,  1469. 

Hamilton,  Harquen  of  [Londonderry] 

Canadian  Mail  Service  Route — Decision 
as  to  MoviUe,  July  31,  708. 

Hamilton  of  Salzell,  Lord 

Ground  Game  Bill,  3b.,  July  27,  32. 

Hammond,  Mr-  J.  [Carlow] 

Butler  Estate — Reinstatement  Claim  of 
W.  Agar,  Aug.  2,  1338. 

Eampsteid 

Telephone   Employees,    Reason   for   Dis- 
charge of. 
Q.  Mr.  Nield ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Aug. 
2,  1332. 

Eampstead  Oarden  Suburb  Bill 

I.  3b.»  July  27,  1. 

e.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  31,  668. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Haroonrti  Bt.  Hon.  L. — ^^•»'»*  CommUtioner  of 
Works  [Lancashire,  X.E.,  Rossendale] 

Inter-Parliamentary  Conference,  Details  of 
Expenditure  on  Entertaining,  Aug.  1, 
1048. 

Mall  to  Charing  Cross  Improvement 

Queen  Victoria  Memorial,  Progress 
made  with  Statue  for,  July  28, 
218. 

National  Gallery  of  British  Art — Ground 
Available  for  Extension,  July  31,  709. 

Richmond  Park 

Motor  Speed  Limit,  Proposals  for 
Dea'ing  with  Papons  Exceeding, 
July  31,  710;  Aug.  2,  1370. 

Roads,  Condition  of,  July  31,  709. 

War  Office  New  Building,  Date  of  Occupy. 
ing,  July  28,  218. 

Westminster  County  Court,  nt>poeal9  as 
to  Be-buildinp,  July  31,  710. 
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Hardie,  Mr.  J.  Z.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Armaments,  Reduction  of — PropoBals  as 
to  Negotiation  with  Foreign  Powers, 
July  27,  80. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Juiji  30, 

475. 
Miners  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  Proposals  as  to, 
July  30,  462. 

Naval  Expenditure,  Ptoposak  as  to  Re- 
duction of,  July  27,  80,  81. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27, 
107;     Aug.    3,    1635,    1661,    1766. 

Hardy,  Mr.  L.  [Kent.  Ashford] 

Guiana,  British — Mail  Service  Arrange - 
ments,  July  30,  464. 

Harmood-Banner,    Mr.   J.    S.  [liverpool, 

Everton] 

Naval  Expenditure — Surpluses  on  one 
Vote  applied  to  meet  excesses  cm  otlier 
Votes,  July  30,  674. 

Harmnrorth,     Mr.     C.     B.    [Worcester, 
Droitwich] 

Bromsgrove  Rural  DiStrKt  Conncil  Loon, 
Reason  for  Refusal  of  Sanction  to, 
Aug.  2,  1337. 

Harmaworth,  Mr.  £.  L.  [Caithness] 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  BiO,  Intro., 
July  28,  276. 

Harris,  lord 

Transvaal 

Civil  Servants,  Position  of.  Under 
new  Constitution,  July  31,  636, 
637. 

Native  Labour  Recruitment,  Pro- 
posals as  to,  July  27,  7. 

Self-Govemment  Proposab  —  Terms 
of  new  Constitution,  July  31, 
63 --640. 

Hanlam,  Mr.  L.  [Monmouth  Boroughs] 

Newspaper  Prizes  for  Tram,  etc..  Tickets, 
LegaUty  of,  July  31,  682. 

Poor  Law  Children,  Cost  of,  under  various 
Systems,  July  31,  680. 

Hatherton,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill  2b., 
Au^.  3,  1504. 

Havana  United   Bailway*   and    Re^la 
WarehonsoaBill 

L  Commons'  Amendts.  am.*  July  27,  2. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Hay,  Mr.  C-  G.  D.  [Sboreditch,  Hoxtonj 

Army  and  Navy  Expenditure — Surjdmes 
<m  one  Vote  apphed  to  meet  exoeases 
on  other  Votes,  July  30,  670,  676.  578. 
681. 

Togs  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts.  eon.  Aug.  2, 
459. 
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Hay,  Kr.  C.  D.  G.  -cont. 

Fatal  Accidents  and  Sudileii  C^this  In- 
quiry (Scotland)  Bill   eon.,   July  28, 

Lancaster,  Duchy  of — Justices  of  the 
Peace  Appoiated,  Jul}/  28,  218. 

Mall  to  Charing  Cross  Improvement — 
Queen  Victoria  Memorial,  Progresii 
made  with  Statue  for,  July  28,  218. 

Members  of  Parliament,  Payment  of — 
Legislative  Proposals,  etc.,  Jvly30,i\Z. 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b., 
July  28,  266. 

National  Qallery  Director,  Powers,  Duties 
and  Pay  of,  July  28,  220. 

Prisons — Unproductive  Labour  ilachinee 
in  Use,  July  28,  215,  218. 

PubUc  Works  Loans  Bill,  2b.  July  31, 878. 

Boyal  Commissions,  Cost  of,  etc.,  July  28, 
219,  220. 

Rosso-Japanese  War— Negotiations  as  to 
Settlement  of  Claim  in  xespect  to 
British  Vessels  seized  by  Russian 
Cruisers,  July  28,  214. 

Stibbert  Bequest,  Negotiations  with 
Executors  as  to,  July  28,  220. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  2b.  July  31,SM,0om., 
Aug.  1,  114S,  1148;  1161,  1164,  1166, 
1168. 

Street  Traffic  Board,  Proposals  as  to, 
London  County  Council  Opinion,  etc., 
July  28,  220. 

War  0£Boe  new  Building,  Date  of  occupy- 
ing, July  28,  218. 

Hayden,  Hr.  J.  P.  [Roscommon,  S.] 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts. 
eon.,  Aug.  1,  1141. 

Eazelton,  Kr.  S.  [Galway,  N.] 

Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  Grants 
to.  Incidence  of  Expenditure  of, 
etc,  July  30,  438. 

Canadian  Immigration  Bounties  paid  to 
Agents  in  Ireland,  Information  as  to, 
July  30,  455. 

Corrib,  Lough — Dscision  as  to  Grant  for 
Ferry,  July  SO,  439. 

Oardenham — ^Turbary  Rights  of  W.  Brown, 
Aug.  2,  1339. 

High  Court  of  Justice  Clerkships,  Ex- 
aminations for,  July  30,  437. 

Livally 

Parish   Committee   Scheme,   Decision 
as  to,  Aug.  2,  1340. 

Reason  for  refusing  Grant-in-Aid  to, 
July  30,  436. 

Parliamentary  Debates,  Report  of — Ar- 
rangements as  to  Verbatim  Reports, 
etc.,  July  30,  403. 

Ross  Lodge  Estate  Townlanda,  Applica- 
tions from  Residents  in — Procedure 
in  registering  Area  as  congested,  etc., 
July  30.  ^36.  ^7. 
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Tuam  Police  Barracks,  new.  Decision  as 
to.  July  30,  438. 

Healy,  Hr.  T.  H.  [Lonth,  N.] 

Census  of  Production  Bill,  2b.,  Aug.  1, 
1172. 

Pdblic  Works  Loans  Bill,  2b.,  Jidy  31' 

877. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  1156, 
1166,  1158,  1169,  1160,  1167. 

Heaton,  Hr.  J.  H.  [Canterbury] 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service — Com- 
mercial Experience  of.  Candidates  for 
Consular  Appointments,  Proposals  for 
strengthening  Service,  etc.,  July  30, 
458. 

Post  (Tarda — Penalty  for  afflxiog  Stamps 
to  back,  July  30, 430. 

Hemphill,  Lord 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  July  SO, 
349,  350,  370,  392. 

Henderson,  Hr.  A.  [Dorham,  Barnard  Castle] 
Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  1104, 
1165. 

Hendenon,  Hr.  J.  H&D.  [  Aberdeenshire,  W.] 
National   Galleries   of  Scotla&d  Bill,  2B., 
July  28,  247. 

Henry,  Hr.  C.  S.  [Shropshire,  Wellington] 

Magistrates,  Appointment  of — Proportion 
of  Unionists,  etc.,  July  30,  459. 

Herbert*  Col.  [M<nimonthshire,  S.] 

Army  Canteens,  Supply  System  for — 
Contracts  held  by  Messrs.  Dickeson, 
etc.,  July  30,  445. 

Herbwt,  Hr.  T.  A.  [Bucks,  Wycombe] 

Transvaal  Population — Number  of  White 
adult  Males,  etc.,  July  31,  677. 

Here&rd,  Bishop  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  3,  1606,  1568. 

Herrey,  Capt  P.  W.  P.  [BnrySt.  Edmunds] 
Navy 

Battleships — small   and  large   Ships, 
Comparative  Value  of,  July  27. 
91. 
Shipbuilding  Programme  for   1900-7. 

J^y  27,  89,  90. 
Strength 

Comparative  Strength  in  Battle- 
ships  and  Cruisers  with 
IVance  and  Germany,  July 
27,  88,  89. 

Necessity  for  maintaining  at  a 
hi(^  Standard,  July  27, 86-91 

Two-Power  Standard,  Proposals 
as  to  maintaining.  July  27, 

86.  87.  90k  I 
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Higham,  Mr.  J.  8.  [Yorks.  W.  R.  Sowerby] 
Charitable  Donations  etc.,  CommiBsioners, 
Names  and  Goad  it  ions  of  Appoint- 
ment of,  Jidy  30,  440. 
Local  Oovernmeat  Board,  Ireland — Mem- 
bers' Names  and  Conditions  of  Ap- 
pointment, July  30,  440. 

Magistracy,  Procedure  in  making  Appoint- 
ments to,  Aug.  1,  1067. 

South  African  War  Stores  Royal  Commis- 
sion, Audit  of  Accounts.  Expenditure 
on,  Aug.  2,  1334. 

Will.  Mr.  H.  S.  [Staffordshire,  Kingswinford] 
Coal  Mines,  Welsh,  Inspection  of — Salary, 
etc,  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  July  28,  215. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill  — 
Transfer  of  Officials  under  Clause  25, 
Date  of,  July  28,  207. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  2b.,  July  31, 
877. 

mil,  Sir  C.  L.  [Shrewsbury] 
Africa,  East. 

Kilindini    Port,    Proposals    for    Im- 
proving, July  30,  462. 

Nairobi   and   Naiyashi   Experimental 
Farms,  Report  on  Work  of,  pro- 
posed,  July   31,   677;    Aug.   3, 
1687. 
African  Fauna,  Preservation  of,  July  30, 

452. 
Magistrates,  Appointment  of — Proportion 
r>  of  Unionisto,  etc.,  July  30,  469. 

HiUl,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Durham] 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  133, 
149,  172;  Aug.  3,  1613,  1619,  1684, 
1720-1723. 

Historical  Mannieripts 

Salisbury,  Marquess  of — Calendar  of  Manu- 
scripts, Presented,  Aug.  3,  1462, 
1680. 

Hobart,  Sir  B.  [Hants,  New  Forest] 
Anny 

Irish   Guards,   Estimated  Saving   by 
Disbanding  instead  of  3rd  Cold- 
;  Stream,  July  30,  447. 

Majors  on  Regimental  Duty,  Regula- 
tions as  to  Number  of,  pro- 
posed, July  30,  447. 

Oivil  Service  Estimates,  Proposals  as 
to  Economies  in,  Aug.  1,  1046.      ^ 

New  Forest  Crown  Lands,  Alleged  Encroach- 
ment on— Case  of  Purkis,  July  30, 
469. 

Hobhoiue,  Mr.  C.  E.  H.  [Bristol,  E.] 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts., 
Con.,  Aug.  2,  1431. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissicmers,  Licensed 
Premises  on  Estates  of,  July  31,  684. 
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Holland,  Sir  W.  H.  [Yorks,  W.B.,  Rotiierham] 
Limited  Partnerships  Bill,  Proposals  as  to 
Taking,  Aug.  1,  1068. 

Holloway 

Eden  Grove  School,  Erection  and  Removal 
of  Partitions  in. 
Qs.   Mr.  Bohtnd ;     As.   Mr.  Binell, 
Aug.  1.  1030,  1031. 

Home  Office 

Beeretary  of  State— Bt  Hon.   H.   Glad- 
stone. 

Under-Secretary — Mr.  H.  SamoeL 

Criminal    Branch,    Proposals    as    to    In- 
creasing Staff. 
Oa.    Mr.  PickersgUl,  Mr.  Gladstooe, 
Aug.  1,  1116. 

Factory  Department,  Satisfactory  Workiiig 
of  —  Tribute  to  Services  of  Sir  H.  P. 
Freer-Smith,  etc. 
Ot.     Mr.  Gladstone,  Aug.  1,   1107, 
1108. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  813 ;  Aug.  1.  1071. 

"Horace" 

Sinking  of — Decision  as  to  Inquiry,  «te. 
Q.   Sir  S.  King  ;  A.   Mr.  Lloyd  George, 
Aug.   2,    1329. 

Hospitals 

Rates  and  Taxes,  Exemption  from,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.  Mr.  Brodie  ;  A.  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  Aug.  3, 1601, 1602. 

House  of  Commons 

See  under  Parliament. 

House  of  Lords 

See  under  Parliament. 

Howth  Harbour 

Sunken  Rocks  near  Ireland's  Eye,  Unsafe 
Condition  of,  alleged. 
Qt.  Mr.  Clancy;    At.     Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Aug.  2,  1379. 

Hudson,  Mr.  W.  [NewoasUe-on-Tyne] 

Telegraph  Messengers,  Drill  Qnalifioatkm 
for  Assistant  Inspectorship  of,  Aug.  2, 
1365. 

Hungerford  and  Clorahn  Estate 

Ring,  J.  and  G.,  Reinstatement  Claims  oL 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn ;  A.  Mr.   Biyoe,  Aug.  1, 
1033. 

Hunt,  Mr.  H.  [Shropshire,  Ludlow] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  3b., 
July  30,  631-533. 

Hylton,  Lord 

Education  (England  amd  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2,  1260. 

Imperial  Institute 

Report  (1905)  Presented,  July  31,  599,  672. 
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Income  Tax 

Foreign  Traders  with   Offices  in  United 
Kingdom,  Liability  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Ashley ;    A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
Auj.  4,  1802. 

Percentage  of  Population    Liable    for    in 
different  Portions  of  United  Kingdom. 
Q.    Mr.    V.    Kennedy;       A.     Mr. 
Asquith,  Jxdy  30,  423. 
Repayment  Claims,  Arrangement  for  Deal- 
ing with. 
Q.    Mr.  Simon ;  A.    Mr.  McKenna, 
A%tg.  2,  1335,   1336. 

Inohiqnin,  Lord 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  JuLy  SO, 
385,  386,  388. 

Inclosnre,  &o.,  Expenses  Act,  1889 

Fees  to  be  taken  in  respect  to  Transactions, 
etc. — Copy  Presented,  Jidy  31,  599, 
671. 

India 

Army — Maxwell,     Sergeant,     Information 
as  to  alleged  Assault  on,  by  Natires. 
Q.     Mr.    Bees ;       A.     Mr.    Morley, 
Aug.  2,  1350. 

Bengal 

Calcutta  Improvement  Scheme,  Cost 
of  and  Decision  as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Laidlaw ;  A.  Mr. 
Morley,  Jtdy  31,  697, 
698. 

Eastern  —  Noakhali  Schoolboys  Ex- 
pelled for  Attending  Swadeshi 
Meeting — Decision  as  to.  Re- 
instatement Orders,  etc. 

Q.     Sir   H.   Cotton;      A.     Mr. 
Morley,   July  30,  414. 

Surma    Valley,    Assessment    of    Tea 
Land  in. 
Q.    Mr.  Rees;     A.    Mr.  Mor- 
ley, Aug.  2,  1360. 
Bombay 

Ryots  Evicted  during  last  Five  Years. 
Q.    Mr.   Weir;      A.     Mr.   Morley, 
Aug.  1,  1040,   1041. 

Women  and  Girls  Employed  as  Brick- 
layers, etc..    Inquiry   into   Con- 
ditions of  Labour  of,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;     A.    Mr.  Mor- 
ley, July  30,  415. 

Cancer  Statistics,  Information  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;     A.    Mr.  Morley,  July 
30,  414. 

Cotton     Cultivation — Tabling    Correspon- 
dence  with    British    Cotton   Growing 
Association,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    Rees ;      A.    Mr.   Morley, 
Aug.  2,  1349. 

Country   Spirit,    Result   of   Investigation 
into. 
Q.    Mr.   Rees;      A,    Mr.    Morley, 
Aug.  2,  1350. 
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European  Schools,  State  Support  to. 
Q.    Mr.    Laidlaw;       A.     Mr.    Morley, 
July  31,  699,  700. 

Excise  Administration — Proposals   as    to 
Circulating    Committee    Report,    etc. 
Q.    Mr.    H.    Roberts;        A.    Mr. 
Morley,   July  31,   697. 

Flogging  as  Judicial  Punishment,  Aboli- 
tion of,  proposed. 
Q.    Sir  H.  Cotton ;    A.    Mr.  Mor- 
ley, July  31,  697. 

Food  Crops  yield  in  1880,  1901  and  1904. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir ;     A.    Mr.  Morley,  Aug, 
2,  1338. 

Irrigation  Works — Reduction  of  Charges 
to   Cultivators,    proposed. 

Q.    Mr.  Laidlaw ;   A,    Mr.  Morley, 
July  3,  698. 

Karachi  Grain  Traffic,    Railway  Arrange- 
ments for  Dealing  with. 
Q.    Mr.  T.   H.   Davies;      A.    Mr. 
Morley,  July  30,  434. 

Madras  Estates  Land  Bill,  Provisions  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Rees ;     A.    Mr.  Morley,  July 
2S,  207. 

Madras    Government    Architect — Regula- 
tions as  to  Private  Work,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.   Sears ;      A.     Mr.   Morley, 
July  30,  413,  414. 

Native  States  Controlled  by  Political 
Agents  (1898-1902)  —  Return  Or- 
dered, Aug.  1, 1027,  Presented  Aug.  3, 
1580. 

Punjab   Legislative   Council,   Reorganisa^ 
tion  of,  proposed. 
Q.    Sir  H.  Cotton:    A.    Mr.  Mor- 
ley,    Aug.    4,    1798. 

Railways — .Afghan  frontier.    Extension  to 
— Extra  Military  Protection  required, 
etc. 
Q.    Sir  C.  Dilke ;   A.    Mr.  Morley, 
July  31,  696. 

India  Office 

Secretary  of  Slate — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Morley. 
Under-Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  J.  E.  Ellis. 

Inland  Bevenae 

Inspection  by  Secretary,  Cost  of  and 
Reason  for. 

Q.    Mr.  MacVeagh;  A.    Mr.  Mc< 

Kenna,  Aug.  4,  1797. 

Report  (1906-6)  Presented,  July  30,  287, 
407. 

Inter-Parliamentary  Conference 

Details  of  Expenditure  on  Entertaining. 
Q.    Mr.   Meysey-Thompson ;      A.    Mr. 
Harcourt,  Aug.  1,  1048. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  838 ;    Aug,  I,  1074. 
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Inverolyde  Beqnett  Order  Confirmation 
BiU 

e.  Ik.*  and  2b,«  July  28.  205. 

Con.  and  3b.*  July  30,  403. 
/.  iR.,  2b.  and  Sep.*  July  30,  285. 

3e.*   Aug.    1.  881. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Ipswich 

Workhouse  Farm,  Report  on  Tuberculosis 
Outbreak   at. 
f  Q.    Mr.   Parker;     A.    TAi.  Bums, 

Aug.  2,  1362.  1363. 

Ireland 

Chief  Secretory— Rt.  Hon.  J.  Bryce. 

Lord-Lieutenant — EmI  of  Aberdeen. 

Atlomey-aeneral—B,%.  Hon.  R.  R.  Cherry. 

Solicilor-Qeneral — Mr.  R.  Barry. 

See  alto  names  of  pUteet. 

dealing  House  Banking  Retorus,     Infor- 
mation as  to. 
Q.    Mr.    V.    Kennedy;       A.    Mr. 
Bryce,    July   30,    423. 

Commissions   Appointed   in,   Constitution 
of. 

Oe.    Mr.  W.  Long,  Avg.  2,  1437, 
1438;    Mr.  Biyce,  1450. 

Congested  Districts  Commission  of  Inquiry, 
Scope  of. 
Oe.  Mr.  Bryoe.  Aug.  2.  1449. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  see  that  Utte. 

County  Court  Officers,  Vote  for,  July  31, 
820;  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Crimea  Act,  Repeal  of,  proposed. 
Ot   Mr.    J.    O'Connor,    Aug.    2,    1447; 
111.    Bryce,    1448. 

DeTelopment    Grant,   Vote  for,  July   31, 
837 ;  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Education.    »u   title  Education— Ireland. 

Erictionb — Return     Presented,     Aug.     2, 
1178,    1318. 

Fisheries,  tee  under  title  Fisheries. 

Game  Preservation — Enforcement  of  Game 
Ijaws,    etc.,    proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   Fetherstonhaugh ;      A.  Mr. 
Bryce,  Aug.  1,  1034. 

Gan  Lioenoes 

For  particular  placet  tee.  their  names 

Flanagan,  Mr.  T.,  Reason  for  Refusal 
to. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;    A.  Mr. 
Bryce,   July  30,   434. 

'    Power,  Mr.  E.,  Reason  for  Refusal  to. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Shee ;    A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
Aug.  1,  1028,  1U29. 

Judgeship,  Vacant,  Proposals  as  to  filling, 
Q.  Mr.   Fetherstonhaugh;      A.  Mr. 
Bryce,  Aug.  3,  1584. 

Land  Act,  Land  Commission,  Land  Judges 
Court,  Land  Purchase,  «cc  thoti  tiSes. 
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Lord-Lient»iant'B  Household — ^Vote  for, 
July  31,  814 ;   Aug.  1,  1071. 

Ifagistratea,  tee  under  title  Magistrates  ami 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Petty  Sessions  Clerkships — Age  Limit  for 
Appointment. 
Q.  Mr.    Lundon;       A.  Mr.    Bryce, 
July  31,  719. 

Prisons,  «ee  that  title. 

PubUe  Works 

Report  of  Commissioners  (1903-6), 
Presented,  July  30,  287,  407. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  810 ;   Aug.  I.  1070. 

Queen's  CoUcges,  Vote  for,  July  31,  824  ; 
Aug.  1,  1073. 

Royal  Canal,  Cleansing,  Complaints  as  to 
Need  for. 
Q.     Mr.     FieM   ;    A.  Mr.     Bryce, 
Aug.  1,  1032. 

Trade  Statistics,  Decision  as  to  Separate 
Publication   of. 

Q.  Mr.     Boland;     A.  Mr.      %yce, 
July  3,   721.   722. 

Valuation  and  Boundary  Surrey.  Vote  for, 
Jidy  31.  814 :    Aug.  1,  1071. 

Works  Office,  Vote  for,  July  SI,  814  ;  Aug. 
1,  1071. 

Irish  Lang'oage 

Teaching  in  Schools,  Procedure  in  Intro- 
ducing Bi-Ungual  System,  etc 
Qt.  Mr.   Boland ;      At.  Mr.   Bryce. 
July  31,  720. 

Iron  and  Steel 

Memorandum  and  Statistical  Tabks  for 
United  Kingdom  and  Principal 
Foreign  Ooimtries  Ordered  and  Pre- 
sented. Aug.  3.  1582. 

Isle  of  Man  (Cnstonu)  Bill 

/.  2b.*  July  27,  4. 
3b.*  July  30.  401. 
Royal  Assent.  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Isaacs,  Ml.  B.  D.  [Reading] 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com..  July  27, 144-147. 
199,  200:  Aug.  3,  1679-1682,  1759- 
1761.    1784. 

Transvaal 

Land  Settlement  Schemes,  Elstablish- 
ment  of  Board  to  Deal  with, 
July  31,  778.  779. 

Self-Govemment  for — Terms  of  New 
Constitution,    July   31,    776-779. 

Jaeoby,  Kr.  J.  A.  [Derbyshire.  Mid.] 

House   of    Commons   Kitchen   Committee 

Cheshire  Cheese  SuppUed  by,  Aug.  2, 
1370,    1371. 

Employees,  Hours  and  Conditions  of 
Labour  of,  July  30,  433 ;  Aug.  1, 
1049.    , 
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Jardine,  Sir  J.  [litoxbuTghshire] 

Ceylon  Pearl  Fisheries,  Conditions  of 
Leasing,  Loss  of  Revenue  to  the 
Colony,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1402-1403. 

Consolidated  Fond  (Appiopriation)  Bill, 
2b.,  Aug.  S,  1402. 

Ecclesiastical  Discipline  Commission  Re- 
port, Cost  of,  Aug.  2,  13M. 

Stobs  Camp — Arrangements  for  Safety  of 
Pedestrians  using  Drove  Road,  etc.. 
Avg.  2,  1326. 

Jenkiiu,  Mr.  J.  [Chatham] 

Naval  Shipbuilding— Distribution  of  Work 
between  Private  and  Oovenunent 
Yards,  JWy  27,  119. 

Joioey,  Lord 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  July  30, 372- 

Jonei,  Kr.  L.  [Westmoreland,  Appleby] 

Poor  Law  Children — Amendment  of  Within 
the  Union,  Boarding-out  Order,  pro- 
posed, Juiy  J0, 411.] 

Jowett,  Mr.  P.  W.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Aniline  Dyeing  Trade,  Necessity  for 
Regulation  of,  Aug.  1,  1093. 

Anthrax,  Cases  of — Necessity  for  Sbdoter 
Inspection  of  Wool  at  Port  of  Entry, 
etc.,  Avg.  1, 1093-1095. 1106. 

Joyce,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick] 

Brown,  R.  L.,  Estate  of^Reinstatement 
Claim  of  P.  Ryaa,  Jvly  31,  713. 

Tay  River  Pilots,  Conditions  "of  Granting 
Certificates  to,  Avg.  2,  1360. 

Justices  of  the  Peaoe  (Ho.  2)  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Ang,  4,  1790. 

Xeady 

Orange  Disturbance  on  11th  July,  Infor- 
mation as  to. 
Q.  Mr.    MoKiUop;    A.  Mr.    Bryce, 
J«Zy27,66,66. 

Kearley,  Mr.  H.  E. — Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  [Devonport] 

Clyde,  Firth  of — Right  over  and  Manage- 
ment of  Foreshore,  July  31,  682. 

(Corporation  of  London  [Blackfriars  and 
other  Bridges]  Bill,  Lords'  Amend ts.. 
Con.,  July  30,  667. 

Electric  Lighting  Undertaking,  Audit  of, 
by  Lc^al  Government  Board,  i«o- 
posed.  July  31,  681. 

Harbour  Grants  in  Scotland,   Conditions 
for — Number    of    Applications,    etc., 
.  July  31,  724. 

Merchant  Seamen's  Wages — Remission  of 
Charge  on  Sending  from  Foreign  Ports, 
proposed,  July  3\,  710. 
\  Newcastle  (Down)  Foreshore  Lease— Pro- 
viso as  to  Removal  of  Sand,  etc., 
Jviy  31.  723,  „ 
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Railways 

Accidents — Date  of  Issuing  Return  for 
1905,  July  31.  682. 

Hours  of  Labour — Date  of  Presentii.g 
Return,  July  31,  681. 

Kekewioh,  Sir  0.  W.  [Exeter] 

Education,  Free,  Right  of  Parents  to 
Demand,  July  30,  469. 

Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H.  [Devonshire,  Honiton. 

Torquay  Election — Procedure  in  Prose- 
cuting Mr.  Blaokler  for  Corrupt 
Practices,  Aug.  2,  1333. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  V.  P.  [Cavan,  W.] 

Cavan 

Magistrates,  Religion  of,  July  30,  420. 

Railway  Facilities,  Improvement  of, 
proposed,  July  30,  428. 

Clearing  House  Banking  Returns,  Irish, 
Information  as  to,  July  30,  423. 

Exports  and  Imports — Decision  as  to 
bsuing  Irish  Itoturns,  July  30,  424. 

Ferna  Bridge — Position  of  Myles  O'Reilly 
Coat  of  Arms,  Aug.  2,  1338. 

Income  Tax — Pracentage  of  Populatioi 
liable  for,  in  different  Portions  of 
United  Kingdom,  July  30,  423. 

Kiloogy  Bog  Estate,  Sale  proposals  for, 
July  30,  422. 

Kent 

Hop  Industry,  Condition  of — Proposals  for 
Restricting    Importation    of    Foreign 
Hops,  etc., 
Q.  Mr.   H.   H.   Marks;    A.  Sir  E. 
Strachey,  Aug.  1.  1037,  1038. 

Indosures  of  Conunon  Land — Return 
Ordered,  Aug.  1,  1027. 

Kent  Electric  Power  Sill 

I.  Commons'  Amendta.,  Con.*  July  27,  2. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Kew  Gardens 

Plants  sent  to  Private  Establishments,  etc.. 
During  last  Five  Years. 
Q.  Mr.    Summerbell ;     .4.    Sir    E. 
Strachey,  Aug.  3,  1605. 


Kilcogy  Bog  Estate 

Sale  proposals  for. 
Q.    Mr.  V.   Kennedy; 
July  30,  422. 

Killafee 


A.  Mr.   Bryce, 


Maguire,  D->  Reinstatement  Claim  of. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  Smyth}  A.  Mr.  Bryce,  Aug. 
2.  1373. 
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KiHanin,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2,  1240. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,   Com.,  July  30, 
3SI,  362-364,  390. 

Xillarney 

Postmen,  Weight  of  Mails  Carried  by. 
Q.    Mr.  Murphy ;  A.    Mr.  Buxton,  Avg. 
2,1380. 

KiUdysert 

Postal   Faoilities,   Improrement  of,   |n«- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.  Halpin;   A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
July  31,  724,  725. 

Kilsyth 

Academy,.    Reason    for    Withdrawal    of 
Grant  from. 
Q.    Mr.  Smeaton ;  A.    Mr.  Sinclair, 
July  30,  412. 

Fimber,  Sir  H.  [Wandsworth] 

Africa,  South— Self-Govemment  Proposals 
Alteration  of  Terms  after  Granting, 
Powers  as  to,  Aug.  2,  1327. 

Kinder  Beserroir 

Works,  Reason  for  Stopping. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Ward ;   A.  Mr.  Bums,  A%ui. 
4,  1803,  1804. 

Kingr,  Sir  H.  S.  [Hull,  Central] 

"Horace,"    Sinking    of — Decision    as    to 
Inquiry,  etc.,  Avg.  2,  1329. 

King-Harman  Ertate 

Sale  proposils  for  Ballinamuck  Portion. 
Q.    Mr.  Farrell;    A.    Mr.  Bryc,  July 
30,402.  J    >        s 

Kingsbridge 

Post  Office  Staff  Luncheon  Aooommoda- 
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tion. 


Mr.  Delany;    A. 
Jvly  27,  «4. 


Mr.  Buxton, 


Kingston  Estate 

Sale  proposals  for— Appointment  of  Mr.  S. 
Smith,  as  Inspector,  etc. 
Qs.     Mr.    W.    Abraham;    A*.   Mr. 
Bryoo,  Jvly  30,  426. 

Kingston-npon-Holl  Corporation  Bill 

/.  SB.*  July  30,  286. 

c.  Lords'  Amend ts.  eon.*  July  31,  668. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Kingstown 

Police    Court — Complaint   against  Super- 
intendent Talbot 

Qi.    Mr.  Clanoy;    A*.  Mr.  Bryoe, 
Aug.,  1063,  1064.  \ 

Kinnaird,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  W»le«)  Bill.  2b..  I 
Aug.  ?,  1250.  ' 
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Committee,    Post- 
Consideratioin    of. 


proposed,  Aug.  3,  1474. 

Rooms  proposed  to  be  giren  over  to 
the  Commons,  Aug.  3,  1474. 

Labonrers  (Ireland)  Acts 

Agricultural  Labourer,  Definition  of. 
Q.     Mr.  MaoVoigh;  A.     Mr.  Bryoe, /ilty 
30.  419. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill 

I.  2b.,  July  27,  33. 
Com.  July  30,  346. 
Sep.*  and  3b.,  Juli/  31,  610,  667. 
e.  Lords'   Ameadts.    eon.    Aug.    1,    1138  ; 
Aug.  g,  1307  ;  Aug.  3,  1786. 
Commons'  Amendts.  to  Lords'  Amendts., 
Aug.  2,  1460. 
I.  Con.  Aug.  2.  1179,  1180   .306. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Debates  on  Second  Reading  (Lords)  July  27, 
33;  Committee,  July  30,  346; 
Consideration  of  Lords'  Amendts. 
(Commons)  Aug.  1,  1138  ;  Aug. 
2,  1307 ;   Aug.  3,  1786. 

Advances  to  sons  of  Labourers,  Qnes- 
tion  as  to,  1139,  1140,  1141,  1142. 

Answers  to  Notices  served  under  the 
Act,  Time  for — Substitution  of 
fourteen  Days  for  one  Month, 
proposed,  346-365. 

Appeal,  Alteration  of  Period  for,  from 
a  Month  to  Twenty^one  dnys, 
1139,  1307.  1308. 

Circulation  of  the  BUI,  Accelerating, 
proposed,  394,  395. 

Clause  4,  Onussion  of,  proposed,  346- 
355,  1139,  1307.  1312,  1316. 

Clause  6,  Sub-clause  5,  Omission  of, 
proposed,  361,  302. 

aause  11. 

Amendments  to.  Procedure  as  to 
Moving,  365,  366. 

Sub^clause  (9),  Omission  of,  pro- 

»        posed,  367-370,   1140.   1307. 

1308,  1310.  1311,  1312,  1316. 

Sub-section  (3),  Omission  of,  pro- 
proposed,  366,  366. 

Clause  28 — Omission  of  Sub-section  2 
proposed,  390. 

Clause  30,  Amendments  to,  391. 
Compulsory  Registration  of  Land  taken 

by  the  District  Council  for  purpose 

of  the  Act,  37. 

Copy  of  Receipt  in  Respect  of  Porchase 
Money  or  Compensation  to  be 
Fumisbed  by  Oonncila  to  Persona 
Interested,  1139,  114a 

Oosts,  Objections  to  Proviaions  sa  to, 
377-37J. 
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Labonren  (Ireland)  Bill— «<»><• 

Debates  on  Second  Reading — cont. 
Cottages 

Applicant  to  bare  paid  all  Rent, 
due  by  bim  in  Respect  of 
such  Tenancy,  proposed, 
384. 

Compnisory  Acqtiisition  of  Land 
for.  proposals  as  to,  38, 
39,  42,  51,  357. 

Insertion  of  Words  "  for  Carts 
and  other  Vehicles,"  pro- 
posed, 388,  389. 

Estimated  Cost  of,  33,  34. 

Exchequer  Grant  for  Purposes  of, 
34,  35,  49,  381. 

Residue  to  be  Divided  be- 
tween Rural  Districts 
in  proportion  to  Num- 
bar  of  Cottages  Pro- 
vided b  >for«  the  Act,  46, 
63,  381-383. 

Gardens — Objections  to  Division 
of  Plots  of  Land,  392-394. 

Loans,  making  Retrospective,  pro- 
pased,  45,  46,  53. 

Map  or  Plan  of  Schemes,  pro- 
posed, 389,  390. 

Rent,  Levying  of,  to  bo  left  to 
Rural  District  Councils,  36. 

County  Court  as  the  Tribunal  for 
Appeal,  proposed,  367-359. 

Date  of  becoming  Law,  37. 

Development  Fund  Grant,  Sum  to  be 
Allocated  from,  35,  44,  52. 

District  Coimcils  in  Default.  Local 
Government  Board  Official  to 
be  Appointed  in  Lieu  of, 
362-364. 

Local  Gh)vemment  Board 

Appeal  to  be  to.  36,  40.  48,  49, 
GO,  52,  358,  359. 

Procedure  of,  36.  40.  356.  357. 

Lords'  Amendments,  Right  of  Com- 
mens  to  Disagree  with — Question 
of  Privilege.  1308,  1309,  1310, 
1311,  1312,  1313,  1314,  1315, 
1316,    1786.    1787. 

Members  of  District  Councils,  Dis- 
qualifications for  Election  as,  380. 

Petty  Sessional  Clerks'  Fund,  Sams 
to  be  allocated  from,  34,  45,  62. 

Price  of  Land 

Allowance  to  b?  made  in  respect 
of    Purchase    being    compul- 
-•  sory.  proposed,   42.   49.   50. 

61.  367-376.  1140,  1307. 
1308,  1309.  1310.  1313,  1314, 
1315. 
Arbitrator.  Objections  to  Fetter- 
ing Discretion!  of.  as  to  Com- 
pensation,   307-376. 

Bates,  Sam  to  be  levied  on,  35. 
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Labonren  (Ireland)  Bill— eon' 

Debates  on  Sec  md  Reading— <»n<- 

Report  Stage.  Procedure  as  to  taking. 


394. 

Salary  of  Lord  Chancellor,  proposed 
Reduction  of.  34.  49,  380,  381. 

Transference  of  Land  and  Proceedings 
for  obtaining  Title.  Proposals  as 
to  Cheapening  and  Simplifying. 
37.  47.  61. 

Turbary  Rights,  Question  as  to,  386- 
388. 

Lords'   Amendments. 

Committee    appointed    to    draw    np 
Reasons  to  be  Assigned  to  the 
Lords    for    differing    from    their 
Amendments,  Avf.  1,  1142. 

Right  of  House  of  Lords  to  Legislate 
with  regard  to  Principles  of 
Valuation,  etc..  Resolution  (Itfar- 
quess  of  Lansdowne),  Aug.  2. 1317. 

Time   allowed   for   Consideration   by   the 

Lords  of  Commons'  Amendments  to 

Lords'   Amendments,  etc. 

Ot.    Marquess  of  'Lansdowne  Aug. 

2,    1 179 ;  Marquess  of  Ripon, 

1180. 

Labour  Statistics.  Foreign 

Third  Abstract  Presented.  Atig.  1,  882, 
102  i. 

Laidlaw,  Mr.  E.  [Renfrew,  E.] 

Assam  Tea  Lands.  Assessment  of.  July 
31,  698. 

India 

Calcutta  Improvement  Scheme.  Cost 
of  and  Decision  as  to.  JiUt/  31, 097. 

Education — State  Support  to  Euro- 
pean Schools,  July  31,  699. 

Irrigation    Works  —  Reduction    of 
Charges  to  Cultivators,  proposed, 
July  31,  698. 
Post  Office  Mail  Service— Time-Uble  for 

New  Indian  Contract.  Jtdy  31,  708. 

Tibat— Conditions  of  Import  of  Indian 
Tea.  July  31,  699. 

Lambert,  Mr.    Q.—Lord    of    the    AdnUnOly 
[Devon.  S.  Molton] 
Courts  Martial  Prooednre.  Inquiry  into, 
proposed.  July  31,  606. 

Discipline — Sentences  for  Offence  of  Strik- 
ing Superior  Officer.  July  31,  694,  695. 

Greenwich  Observatory,  Effect  of  Electric 
Power  Station  on — Date  of  Presenting 
Committee  Report,  July  31,  695. 

Shipbuilding — Construction  by  great  Naval 
Powers  (1900-1906).  July  31,  606. 

Lambton,  Mr.  P.  W.  [Dnrham,  S.E.] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  3b., 

July  30,   511-514. 
Magistrates,   Appointment  of— Proportion 
of  Unionists,  July  30,  460.  461. 
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Lambton,  Mr-  P.  W.-font 
Navy 

Strength  of,  Proposed  Reduction  in — 
Keaponsibility  of  Sea  Lords,  etc., 
Jul}/  27,  81,  82. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Jtdy  27,  144. 

Lanoaahire  Electric  Power  Bill 

e.  Lords'  Amendta.  con*  Auf,  1,  1118. 
I.  Boyal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Laaoaster,  Duchy  of 

Chancellor — St.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Fouier. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  Appointed, 
i  Q.    Mr.  Hay ;   A.    Sir  H.  Fowler,  Jvly 

28,  218. 

Land  Act 

Futnre  Tenants,  Proposab  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Dolan ;  A.    Mr.  Bryoe,  Aug.  1, 
1060,  1061. 

Land  Commiuion,  Ireland 

For  ■particular  Eatatet,  ttt  Xhtir  name*. 

f       .Assistant  Commissioners,  Reasons  for  Bis- 
miasal  of. 
0«.    Mr.  Long.  Aug.  2,  1439;   Mr. 
Bryoe,  1462. 

Church  Property  Branch,  Bents  in. 
Q.    Mr.  Dolan ;  A.    Mr.  Bryce,  July  31, 
68d. 

Fair  Bents — Cases  dealt  with.  Proposals 
for  expediting  Hearings,  etc 

Q.    Mr.  Murphy:    A.    Mr.  Bryoe, 
Avg.  2,  1376. 

Report  (1005-6)  Presented,  July  31,  698, 

671. 
Vote  for,  July  31.  820 ;  Aug.  1,  1072. 
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Land  Commiuion,  Scotland 

Establishment  of.  Proposals  as  to. 
Ot.    Mr.   Sinclair,   July  28,  266; 

Ainaworth,  276. 
Q.    Mr.     Mitchell-Thomson:      A. 

Sinclair,  Aug-  1,  1061. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Land  Parchaie,  Ireland 

See  also  name*  of  Estates,  etc. 

Estates  sold  under  Act  of  1903 — Number 
having  Sporting  Rights  vested  in  the 
Land  Commission,  etc. 
0*.    Lord    Massy,    Aug.    1,    883; 
Lord  Denman,  884. 

Crazing  Lands,   Delay  of  Commissioners 
in  Dealing  with. 

Os.  Mr.  Flynn,  Aug.  2.  1446; 
Mr.  Power,  1446;  Mr.  Bryce, 
1449,  14S0. 

Mining  Rights,  Powers  of  Commissioners 
to  lease  or  sub-let. 
Q.    Mr.  E.  Barry ;  A.    Mr.  Cherry, 
July  31,  712,  713. 
[       Stamp  Duty  Payable  on  Transactions. 

Q.    Mr.  E.  Barry  ;    A.    Mr.  McKeona, 
July  31,  726. 
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Report  of  Registrar   (1902-9)   Presented, 
Aug.  2,  1178,  1320. 

Vote  for,  Jvljt^l,  819 ;  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Lansdowne,  Marqneis  of 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  ot,  Aug.  3, 
1678. 

Dogs  Bill,  Com.,  July  30,  400. 
Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.  2b., 
Aug.  3,  1549,  1672. 

Committee  stage.  Date  of  taking* 
Aug.  3,  1571,  1672. 

House  of  Lords  Offices 

Report  of  Select  Committee,  Post* 
ponement  of  Consideration  of, 
proposed,  Aug.  3,  1474. 

Booms  proposed  to  be  given  over  to 
the  Commons,  Aug.  3,  1474, 
1677. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,   Com.,   July  39. 
360.  361,  371,  37%  394. 

(3ommons'  Amendts.  to  Lords' 
Amendts.,  con.,  Aug.  2,  1179, 
1307. 

Time  allowed  for  Consideration  of 
Commons'  Amendments  to  Lords' 
Amendments,  etc,  Aug.   2,  1179. 

Local   Government   (Ireland)    Aot    (1898) 
Amendment  Bill,  2B.,  Aug.  3,  1676. 

Transvaal, 

Natives,  Rights  of.  Proposals  as  to 
Safeguarding,  July  31,   660. 

Self-Govemment  Proposals 

Report  of  Committee,  Delay  in 
Presenting,  July  31,  668,  659- 

Terms  of  New  Constitotion,  July 
Ji,  668-662. 

Laoght 

Gallen,  A.,  Reason  for  Refusal  of  Loan  to. 
Q.  Mr.  MacVeigh;     A.   Mr.   McKenna, 
July  30,  418. 

Lanndriea 

Conditions  of  Employment  in.  Necessity 
for  Increasing  inspection,  etc. 
Os.    Mr.  Tennant,  Aug.  1,  1089. 

Inspection   of — Amendment   of   Factories 
Act  proposed. 
0*.    Earl  of  Lytton,  July  27,  13  ; 
Earl    Beauohamp,    S3 ;     Lord 
Ashbourne,  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, 24 ;  Earl  of  nymoath. 
Lord  Ribbleedale,  26 ;  Viaooont 
'  Ridley,  26;    Lord  Butghclete. 

27. 
Religious     Institutions,      Legislation      to 
authorise    Inspection    proposed. 
Os.    Bad  of  Lyttoo,  Jul^  27,  lb. 
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Lavally 

Qrant-in-Aid  to,  ReMon  for  refusing, 
Q.     Mr.    Hazleton;     A.     Mr.    Brrce, 
July  30,  436,  437. 

P*ri8h  Committee  Scheme,  Decision  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.    Hazleton ;     A.     Mr.    Bryce, 
Aug.  2,  1340. 

Law,  lb,  A.  B.  [Camberwell,  Dulwioh] 

Trade  Disputes  BiU,  Com.,  July  27,  147, 
148. 

Law  Charges 

Ireland— Vote  for,  July  31,  820 ;  Aug.  1, 
1072. 

Scotland— Vote  for,  July  31,  819 ;  Aug.  1, 
1072. 

Vote  for,  July  31, 819 ;  Aug.  1, 1072. 

Law  Courts 

Higli  Court  of  Justice,  Ireland — Examina- 
tions for  Clerkships. 
Q;       Mr.    Hazleton;    A.    We.  Bryce, 
July  30,  437. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  Vote  for, 
July  31.  810 ;   Aug.  1,  1072. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Cases  of.  Necessity  for  further  Regulation. 
0».  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Aug.  1.  1078,  1079. 

Leokhampton  Hill 

Right  of  Way  Disturbance— Sentence  on 
Barrett,  etc. 
Oi.   Earl  Russell,  Earl  Beaachamp, 

July  30.  327,  328. 
Q.    Mr.  Sears;   A.    ISx.  Gladstone, 
Aug.  3,  1604. 

Lee,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Hampshire,  Farehanx] 

Armaments,  Reduction  of — Proposals  as 
to  Negotiations  with  Foreign  Powers, 
July  27.  77,  78. 

Glasgow  Post  Office  Volunteers,  Reason  for 
Refusal  of  Leave  to,  July  27.  63. 

Navy 

Battleships 

Cost  of — Proportion  paid  in 
Wages,  etc.,  July  27.  79; 
July  31,  672. 

New  Construction,  Proposals  as,  to 
July  27.  76. 
Strength 

"  Dilke "  Return,  Misleading 
Nature  of,  July  27,  78. 

Reduction  in.  Proposals  as  to — 
Hesponsibility  of  Sea  Lords, 
etc.,  July  27,  75,  76,  80. 

Two-Power  Standard,  Proposals 
as  to  maintaining,  July  27, 
79. 

Leeds 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Order  1901 
— Statement  of  Modifications  pre- 
seated,  Aug.  3,  1465,  1579. 
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L^fal  Building^ 

Vote  for,  July  31,  809 ;   Aug.  1.  107t. 

L^^  Pepartments,  Ireland 

Vote  for,  July  31. 820 ;  Aug.  1. 1072. 

Leg^  Expenses,  Miscellaneous 

Vote  for,  July  31,  819  rAug.  1.  1072. 

Lohmann,    Mr.   K.   C   [Leicester,    Market 
Harborongh] 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill — Proposals  as  to 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  July  30,  462. 

Norwich  Barracks,  Decision  as  to,  July  30. 
46C. 

Leigh 

Cockles,  Reason  for  Stoppage  of  Sale  of, 
at  Billingsgate  Market. 
Q.   Mr.  Whitehead;  A.  Mr.  Bnrns, 
Aug.  2.  1325. 

Leigh  Estate 

Reinstatement  Claim  of  Mrs.  Colfer. 
Q.  Mr.  Ffrench ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce,  July  31. 
693. 

Leitrim 

Congested  Districts,  holding  Royal  Com- 
mission sitting  in,  {unposed.  f-  ■ 
Q.    Mr.  T.  Smyth ;    A.    Mr.  Bryce, 
July  31.  714. 

Leilip 

Postal  Facilities,  Improvement  of,  proposed 
Q.    Mr.  J.  O'Connor;   A.  Mr.  Buxton, 
Aug.  2,  1330. 

Levy,  Mr.  M.  [Leicestershire,  Loughborough] 

Aliens — Reason  for  Refusal  of  Admission 

to    Russian    Refugees   on    board    the 

"Schwalbe"  and  "  Adler,"  July  30, 

431. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Cattle-housing,  new  Order  as  to — Number 
of  Houses  altered,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir ;  A.    Mr.  Sinclair. 
Aug.  3,  1588. 
Industrial  Training  Scheme,  Applicatio:  s 
for  Grants  under. 
Q.     Mr.    Weir;     A.    Mr.    Sinclair, 
Ju/y3i,  711,  712. 

Sa'.itary    Condition,    Proposals    for     im- 
proving. 
Q.     Mr.    Weir;     A.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
July  31.  711. 
Stomoway 

Post  Office,   Now,    Proposals    as    to 
Erection  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.   Mr.  Buxton, 
Aug.  2,  1367. 

Postal  Service,  Improvement  of,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;   A.   Mr.  Buxton, 
•   •  Aug.  2,  1366. 
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Life  Lunranoe  Companies 

Report,  etc.,  from  Select  Committeo 
Presented,  July  31,  GOO. 

Light  Dues 

"Sec  under  Merchant  Shipping. 

Liglit  Bailways  Bill 

c.  Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  etc.,  and 
Bill  withdrawn,  Aug.  2, 1382. 

Limerick 

Post  and  Telegraph  Office 

Learners,  Offer  of  Transfer  made  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Delany;    A.  Mr.  Bux- 
ton, Jtdy  30, 473. 
Parcel    Poet    Delays,    Inquiry    into, 
proposed, 

Qt.  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy ;  As. 
Mr.  Buxton,  Jtdy  30,  472, 
473  ;  Aug.  1,  1029. 

Belief  Duties,  System  of  Selection  for 
July  30,  473. 

Limited  PartnenhipB  Bill 

Proposals  as  to  Taking. 
Q.  Sir  W.Holland;  A.  Sir  H.  CampbeU- 
Bannerman,  Aug.  1,  1068. 

Liqnor  Traffic 

Licences 

Refusals — Basis  of  Estimating  Com- 
pensation. 
Q».  Mr.    C.    Roberts;     A.  Mr. 
McKenna,    Aug.    2,    1369, 
1370. 

Lisdmmrea 

Postal  Facilities,  Improvement  of,proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Smyth ;   .4.  Mr.  Buxton, 
July  31,  726. 

Listowel  Union 

Poor  Law  Relief,  Reason  for  Increase  of 
Cost  of. 
Q.  Captain  Craig;    A.  Mr.   Bryce, 
July  31,  691. 

Liverpool  Victoria  Legal  Friendly  Society 

Conversion  into  Company,  Proposals  as  to. 
Q.  Ht.    Whitehead;     A.  Mr.    Mc- 
Kenna, Aug.  2,  1336. 

Lloyd-Oeorge,  Et  Hon.  H— President  of 

the  Board  of  Trade  [Carnarvon,  etc.] 

Alcoholic  Beverages  Produced  and  Con- 
sumed in  Various  Countries — Return 
proposed,  July  30,  429. 

Ballysadare  Foreshore — Claim  of  Mr.  Mc- 

Gloin,  July  28, 217  ;  Aug.  2, 1329. 
Belfast 

DockAcconunodation — Offer  of  Messrs. 
Harland  &  Wolff,  etc.,  Aug.  2, 
1378. 
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Lloyd-Oeorge.  Kt  Hon.  D.— eoni 

Belfast — conl. 

Stock    Exchange,     Registration    of, 
Aug.  2,  1378,  1379. 

Canals  Commission,  Irish  Representstioo 
on,  Jtdy  30,  464. 

Cavan  Railway    Facilities,   Improvement 
of,  proposed,  July  30,  428. 

Cement  Imports  in  1905,  Regolations  as  to 
Trade  Marks,  etc.,  Aug.  4,  1795,  1803. 


Bill,  2b.,   Aug.  1, 


Census  of  Production 
1173,1176. 

Dublin  Stock  Exchange,  Registration  of 
Aug.  2,  1378. 

Electric  Lighting  Undertakings,  Andit  of 
Accounts  of,  Aug.  2, 1361. 

"  Horace,"  Sinking  of — Decisirai  as  to 
Inquiry,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1329. 

Howth  Harbour  and  Ireland's  Eye,  Unsafe 
Condition  of  Sunken  Rocks  near, 
AUeged,  ^1^.2,  1379. 

"  Melville  Island,"  Allegations  against 
Master  of — Inquiry  proposed,  Aug.  3, 
1602. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Light  Dues,  Proposals  for  Redacing, 
July  30,  464. 

Seamen's  Wages,  Charge  for  Remitting 
from  Foreign  Ports,  Aug.  2,  1361, 

Newcastle  (Down)  Foreshore,  Holders  of 
Lease  of,  Aug.  2,  1377. 

Railway  Carriage  Doors,  Improvement  in 
Fastening  of,  proposed,  Aug.  2, 1300. 

Tay  River  Pilots,  Conditions  of  granting 
Certificates  to,  Aug.  2,  1359,  1360. 

West  Indian  Exports  to  United  Kingdom 
and  United  States  (1889-1904)— Re- 
turn proposed,  July  30,  428. 

Local  Anthoritiet  (Tranifer  of  Treasury 
Fowera)  Bill 

I.  2b.*  Aug.  2,  1179. 
Com.,  Sep.  and  3b.*  Aug.  3,  1465. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  i,  1790. 

Local  Oovemment  Act,  1888 

Section  67,  Orders  made  under,  Freseoted, 
Aug.  3, 1463, 1679. 

Local  GoTemment  Board 

President — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Bums. 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Mr.  W.  Ronci- 
man. 

Inspectors  and  Auditors — Return  as  to 
names,  etc.,  ordered,  Aug.  3,  1583. 

Report  (1906-6)  Presented,  July  28,  206, 
July  30,  287. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  813 ;  Aug.  1,  1071. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Vol.  162.] 


SESSION  1906. 
July  27 — Aug.  4. 


[Loc— Lon 


Local  OoTemmdnt  Board  (Ireland) 

Inspectors — Return    Presented,    JiUy   30, 
406. 

Members*  Names  and  Conditions  of  Ap- 
pointment, etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Uigham  ;  A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
JiUg  30,  440,  441. 

Return  as  to  Officials, '  Information  given 
in. 

Qs.  Mr.  MacVeagb,  Mr.  J.  Redmond, 
Mr.  Sloan ;  As.  Mr.  Bryce,  July 
31,  716-718. 

Looal  GoTemment  Board  (Scotland) 

Members'  Names,  Condition  of  Appoint- 
ment, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Watt ;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Aug. 
2,  1323,  1324. 

Vote  for,  Jtdy  31.  814 ;  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Act  (1898) 

Amendment  BiU 
e.  2r.*  Jidy  31,  880. 

Covi.,  Rep.  and  3b.*  Aug.  1,  1137. 
/.  lE.»  Aug.  2.  1179. 

2e.  and  3b.,  Aug.  3,  1470,  1572,  1575. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Local   OoTemment  Provisional    Orders 
(0a8)Bill 
I.  Sep.*  July  27,  2. 
3b.*  July  30,  286. 
«.  Lords'  Amendts.  Con.*  Aug.  1,  1024. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order 
(Hoosine  of  the  Workinr  Classes) 
Bill 

«.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  27,  67. 
{.  Royal  Assent,  Aiig.  4,  1790. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(Ho.  8)  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Local   Oovemment   ProTisional    Orders 
(No.  9)  BiU 
c.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  27,  67. 
{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Local  Oovernment  Provisional  Orders 
(So.  10)  BiU 

{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790.  @ 

Local  Gkivemment  Provisional  Orders 
(Ho.  11)  BUI 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Local  Loans  Fund 

Repayments  to.  Vote  for,  July  31,  837; 
Aug.  1,  1074. 

London 

Ambulance  Service,  Proposals  as  to  Estab- 
lishing. 
Q.    Sir    W.    J.    Collins;     A.    Mr. 
Gladstone,  Aug.  2,  1367. 
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London— coi'- 

Custom    Honse    Quay— Decision    as    to 
using     space     for     Enlargement     of 
Billingsgate  Market. 
Q.    ^rd      Balcarrea ;       A.       Mr. 
Asquith,  Aug.  3,  1596. 
Water  Supply,  Defects  in — Proposals  for 
dealing  with  Question. 

Q.     Mr.    Ashley ;     A.     Mr.    Burns, 
Aug.  4,  1803. 

London  (Aylesbnry  Place,  Clerkenwell, 
and  Union  Bmldings,  Holbom) 
Improvement  Scheme.  1899 

Statement     of    Modifications     Presented, 
Aug.  3,  1466.  1579. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  BaU- 
wayBiU 

I.  Royal  Assent,  An^.  4,  1791. 

London  Corporation 

Annual  Accounts  of  the  Chamberlain  Pre- 
sented, July  30,  288.  407. 

London  County  ConncU 

Bills  in  Parliament,  Expenditure  in  Pro- 
moting    and     Opposing     during 
last  Six  Years. 
Q.    Mr.    Thornton  ;    A.    Mr. 
Bnms,  Aug.  1,  1037. 

Rettim  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.    Thornton:    A.     Mr. 
Bums,  Aug.  3,  1604,  160.1 

London  County  CouncU  (General  Powers) 
BUI 

I.  Royal  Assent.  Aug.  4,  1791. 

London  County  CouncU  (Money)  BiU 

I.  3b.*  July  27,  1. 

e.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  31,  668. 

{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

London  County  CouncU  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  BiU 

e.  Lords'  Amendt.,  Con.,  July  30,  569. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

London  (Government  Schemes  (London  and 
Penge.  &c.)  BiU 
I  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4, 1790.  " 

London  Squares  and  Enclosures  BiU 

e.  Report,*  July  30,  402. 

Con.  and  3b.*  Aug.  1,  1023,  1024. 
I.  Commons'  Amendts.,  Con.,  Aug.  2,  1177. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

London  United  Tramways  BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Londonderry,  Harqness  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill;  2b., 

Aug.  1,  910,  999. 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  Com., 

July  30,  337. 
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Londonderry,  Harqa«M  oi—eoni. 

Libotirers  (Iceland)  Bill,  Com.,  Jvly  30 
362,  363,  374-376,  381,  382. 

Transvaal  Self-GoTemment  Proposals — 
TanuBof  New  Constitation,  July  31, 
611. 

Long,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Dablin,  S.] 

Arklow  Harbour  Works,  Decision  as  to, 
Aug.  1,  1068. 

Army — Seditions  Literature  Cirovlated 
among  Soldiers  qaartered  in  Ireland, 
Avg.  2,  1442. 

Autumn  Session,  Information  as  to,  Avg-  h 
1069. 

Clanricarde  Estate,  Situation  on — Eviction 
of  M.  Ward,  etc..  Aug.  J,  1430.  1441. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill 
2b.,  Aug.  2, 1437,  1461,  1463. 

Education — Intermediate  Board,  Parlia- 
mentary Control  over.  Refusal  to  carry 
out  Resolution,  etc.,  Aug.  1, 1442, 1443, 
1463. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  3s., 
July  30,  476-842. 

Luid  Commissioners,  Assistant,  Reasons 
for  Dismissal  of,  Aug.  2,  1439. 

MuUaranny  Railway  to  Belmullet,  Decision 
as  to.  Aug.  1,  1058. 

Piers  and  Harbour,  Ireland,  Delay  in 
carrying  out  Schemes,  Aug.  2,  1443. 

Portavogie  Harbour  Works,  Decision  as  to, 
Aug.  1,  1059. 

Railways 

Commission  of  Inquiry,  Constitution 
of,  Aug.  2,  1437-1430. 

Royal  Commissions,  Constitution  of,  Aug. 

2.  1448. 
Sale  of  Intozioating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill, 

eon.,  Jul^  30,  690,  691. 
Wicklow  Harbour  Works  and  Sea  Defences, 

proposals  as  to,  Aug.  1,  1060. 

Longford 

Congested  Areas,  Relief  of,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.^Farrell  ;    A.    Mr.  Bryoe,  July 
30,404. 
Petty  Sewions  Clerk— Appointment  of  Mr. 
£.  D.  McCann. 

.    Q.    Mr.     Farrell  i  A.  Mr.     Oherry, 
J«^^,411. 

Lonadale,  Mr.  X  B.  [Armagh,  Mid.] 

Connaught  Rangers,  Alleged  Attack  on,  by 
Nationalists  in  Donegal,  Aug.  3,  1600. 

Crete  Reform  Proposals,  Details  of,  July  30, 

467.        ,* 
Dublin  Corporation — Charges  against  two 

Councillors  in  connection  with  Carting 

Contract,  Aug.  J,  1063. 

Dungannon  Disturbances — Police  measures 
to  Preserve  the  Peace,  etc.,  Aug.  1, 
1062. 

62 


INDEX. 
July  27 — Aug.  4. 

Lonsdale,  Kr.  J.  B.— «o»^. 


IVol  162. 


Niu-chwang — Date  of  taking  over  British 
Conoeesion  on  North  Sde  of  River, 
Aug.  2,  1324. 

Rex  V.  Adoock,  Case  of— Resolt  of  Trial, 
etc.,  July  30t  471. 

Lord  Advocate  ibr  Scotland 
Rt.  Bon.  T.  Shaw. 

Lord  Chani1>erlain 

ViseoutU  AUKorpe. 

Lord  Chancellor 

Lord  Lor^b/wm. 

Lord  Chief  Jostice 

Lori  Alvershme. 

Lord  Oreat  Ghambarlain 
Marqn»M  of  Cholmondileg. 

Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Lord  President  of  the  Coondl 
S€tri  of  Creuie. 

Lord  Privy  Seal 

Marquess  of  Sipon. 

Lord  Warden  of  the  Dnohy  of  Cornwall 

Sari  of  Dueie. 

Lorebnm,  Lord — Lord  ChaneeUor 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b. 
Aug.  3,  1534,  1663. 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  Commons'  Amendta., 
eon.,  Aug.  3,  1469. 

Statute  Law  Revision  (Scotland)  Bill.  Coat. 
Aug.  1,  1022. 

Lord  Tredegar's  Supplemental  Estate  Bill 
{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1793. 

Lnnaey 

Administration,  Control  and  Management 
of  Asylums,  Persons  responsible  for. 
0».    Mr.  Qladstone,  Aug.  1,  1124, 
1126. 

Asylum  attendants,  Hours  of  Duty  of,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.     G.     Roberts;    A.        Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  31,  705. 

Commission,  Vote  tor,  July  31, 813 ;  Auf.  1, 

1071. 
Commissioners,  Paid,  loarea^ng  Number 

of,  proposed. 
Os.    Dr.  Cooper,  Aug.  1,  1117. 

Inspection  of  Asylnms,  Defects   of  present 
System. 
Os.    Dr.  Cooper,  Aug.  1,  1II7.  III8, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  1126. 

Ireland — Supplement  to  Inspector's  Report, 
Presented,  Aug.  2, 1178, 1318. 

Persons  sent  to  Asylums  instead   of   to 
Workhouses,  Growing  Practice  of. 
Os.    Dr.  Cooper,  Aug.  1,  1119. 1180. 
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Plans    for    new    Buildings,    Reasons    for 
Delay  in  Inspection,  and  passing  of. 
0».    Dr.  Cooper,  Ang.  1,  1118,  1119. 

Scotland — Commission,  Vote  for,  Jtiy  31, 
■814 ;  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Scottish  and  Irish  Lunatics  Chargeable  to 
Boards  of  Guardians,  etc.,  in  London 
and  Middlesex,  Return  Ordered,  A«g. 
3,  1683 — Order  read  and  discharged, 
1788. 

Three  Connties  Asylom— B«er  allowance 
to  Patients. 
Q.    Mr.  Wiles ;    ^.  Mr.  OUdstone, 
Avg- 1. 1036. 
Treatment  of  Pauper  Lunatics,  Appoint- 
ment of  Commission  of  Inquiry  into, 
proposed. 
0».     Dr.  Cooper,  Aug.  1,  1120,  1121. 

Visiting  Staff  from  the  Outside,  Provision 
of,  proposed. 
Ot.    Dr.  Cooper,  Aug.  1,  1120, 1121. 

Lnndon,  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  E.] 

De  Salis  Estate,  Sale  proposals  for,  July  30, 
416. 

Delmege  Estate  —  Progress  of  Sale  Nego- 
tiations, July  30,  416. 

Dnnraven  Estate,  Sale  of — Price  of 
Mr.  O.  Spearing's  Holding,  July  30, 
416. 

Petty  Sessions  Clerkships — Age  Limit  for 
Appointment,  July  31,  719. 

Lundy  Island 

Admiralty  Purchase  of,  proposed. 
Q.   Mr.  Jenkins ;  A.   Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
Aug.  3,  1684. 

Lupton,  Hi.  A.  [Lincolnshire,  Sleaford] 

Aliens  —  Russian  Refugees,  Rejections  of, 
Aug.  2,  1368. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  3b.,  Jidy  31,  860. 
Navy 

Tonnage  —  Oomparison  with  F<«eign 

Countries,  Aug.  2,   1341. 
Victualling   Stores,   Jam    condemned 
in,  Aug.  2,  1342. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  2b.,  July  31,  869; 
Com.,  Aug.  1,  1149,  1160,  1162,  1163. 

L71ICI1,  Mr.  H,  F.  B.  [Yorks,  W.R..RiponJ 
Macedonia — Military  Expenditure  charged 
on      the      Budget,      Proposals      as 
to  Reduction  of,  Aug.  1,  1 135. 

Manchuria — Proposals  for  safe-guarding 
British  Trade  Interests,  Aug.  2, 
1361. 

Persian  Distorbanoes — Number  of  Refugees 
in  British  Legation,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1361. 
Turkey 

Customs,  Proposed  Increase  in — 
Conditions  to  be  Imposed  by 
Great  Britain,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1129- 
1132. 

Mining  Law  Ooncesslcms  to  Great 
Britain,  Nature  of,  Aug.  1,  1131.  • 
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Lyttelton,  Bt.  Hon.  I  A.  L^t-  George's,  Hanover 
Square] 

Ceylon 

Pearl  Fisheries,  Conditions  of  Leasing, 
Allegations  against  Sir  W.  Ridg- 
way,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1406-1411. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriatim)  Bill, 
2b.,  Aug.  2,  1406,  1414,  1417,  1418. 

Orange  River  Colony,  Self -Government 
for,  Postponement  of,  July  31,  764. 

South  African  War  Compensation  Claims 
— Policy  of  H.  M.  Government  as  to, 
July  31,  763. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  143, 
180 ;  Aug.  3,  1679,  1768. 

Transvaal 

Civil  servants,  Position  of,  under  new 
Constitution,  July  31,  758. 

Labour,  Supply  of — Policy  of  H.M. 
Government  as  to,  July  31, 
763. 

Self -Government  Proposals 

Committee  Report,  Delay  in  Pub- 
lishing, July  31, 764, 769, 760. 

Constitution  drawn  up  by  Com- 
servative  Government,  Terms 
of,  July  31,  764,  766. 

Dite  of  tabling  further  Papers* 
Aug.  2,  1366. 

Terms  of  new  Constitution,  July 
31,  763-764. 

War  Contribution  Loan,  Proposals 
as  to  Liquidation  of,  July  31, 
763,  764. 


Lytton,  Earl  of 

Laundries,  Inspection  of  — "Amendment 
of  Factories  Act,  proposed,  July  27, 
13. 

McCarthy,  J.,  Case  of 

Investigation  of  Charges,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    Nolan ;     A,    Mr.     Gladstone, 
Aug.   3,   1596. 

Macdonald,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Leicester] 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill  Lords'  Amendts. 
con.   Aug.  2,   1430.  _ 

Factories  ,      •  ^ 

Inspectors 

Inadequacy  of  System  —  In- 
crease in  Number  of  male 
and  female  Inspectors  pro- 
posed, Aug.  1,  1080,  1083, 
1084. 

Method  of         Appointment, 

Character   of   Examinations, 
etc.,  Aug.  1,  1080-1083. 

Moray  Firth,  Protection  of,  against  Foreign 
Trawlers,  Aug.  1,  1050. 

Natal — ^Tilonkwe,  Gobizeembe,  Kulu,  and 
Meseni,  Charges  against  — Procedure 
in  Trials,  etc.,  JiUy  31,  701,  703; 
Aug.  4,  ISOl,  1815. 
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Kaodonald,  Kr.  J.  'B.—eont, 

Orange  River  Colony,  Self-Govcrnme  nt  for 

Postponement  of,  Jvly  31,  795,  796. 
Transvaal 

Bewaarplaatzen,  Information  as  to, 
July  30,  451  ;   Aug.  1,  1045. 

Self-Govemment  for — Terms  of  new 
Constitution,  July  31,  795-7J8  ; 
Aug.  4,  1814. 

Maokarness,  Mr.  F.  C.  [Berks.,  Newbnry] 
Orange  River  Colony,  Reason  for  Delay  in 

Granting  Constitution  to,  Aug.  4,  1809. 
Transvaal 

Chinese  Labour 

Crimes,  Statistics  as  to,  Aug.  4, 
1810. 


Immorality,    Allegations    as    to, 
Aug.  4,  1810. 

Repatriation,  Expediting  of,  pro- 
posed, Aug.  4,  1810. 

Self-Govemment  proposals — Terms  of 
new  Constitution,  Aug.  4,  1809. 

M oKoniUU  Mr.  S. — linandcU  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  [Monmouth,  N.] 

British  Museum,  Irish  Newspapers  in — 
Transfer  to  Dublin  National  Library 
proposed,  July  31,  727. 

Civil  Contini^encies  Fimd,  Repayments  to, 
Aug.  1,  1046. 

Letters    Patent    Conferring    Knight- 
hoods and  Degrees,  Jiuy  31,  673. 

Lord-Lieutenant   of   Ireland,    Special 
steamers,  etc.,  for,  July  3,  727. 

Civil  Service 

Assistant  Clerks  (new  Class)  Number 
and  promotions  of,  Aug.  4,  1797. 

Estimates — Proposals  as  to  Economies, 
Aug.  1,  104j. 

Cunard  Company,  Amount  of  Subsidy  to, 
Aug.  3,  1589. 

Dublin,  Phceniz  Park 

Charge  for  Chairs  in,  July  31,  688. 

Glasshouses,   Allocation  of  Contracts 
for,  Aug.  1,  1033. 

House  of  Commons,  Lighting,  etc.  Depart- 
ment Employees,  Pension  Claims  of, 
July  30,  470. 

Income-tax  Repayment  Claims,   Arrange' 

mrnts  for  dealing  with,  Aug.  2,  1336. 
Inland    Revenue  Inspection  by  Secretary, 

Cost  of  and  Reason  for,  Aug.  4,  1797. 
Land  Purchase — Stamp  Duty  payable  on 

Transactions,  July  31, 726. 
Laught — Reason  for  Refusal  of  Loan  to 

A.  Gallen,  July  30,  418. 
Liquor    Licence,     Refusal    of — Basis    of 

estimating    Compensation,    Aug.     2, 


IJTerpool  Victoria  Legal  Friendly  Society, 
Froposab  for  converting  into  Com- 
pany, Aug.  2,  1336. 
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McKenna,  Mr.  ^.^eont. 

National  Gallery,  Purchases  for— Pro- 
cedure in  fixing  Price,  July  30,  408. 

Navy  and  Army  Expendituie — Snrpliues 
on  one  Vote  applied  to  meet  Excesses 
on  other  Votes,  July  30,  572,  574,  578, 

578. 

New  Forest  Crown  Lands,  Alleged  en- 
croachment on — Case  of  Purlus,  July 
30,  470. 

Newry  Revising  Barrister — Expense  en- 
tailed by  working  disbict  hom 
Warrenpoint,  July  31,  686. 

Parliamentary  Debates,  Report  of — Ar- 
rangements as  to  Verbatim  Report*, 
et«>.,  July  30,  408. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Deficiency — 
Securities  held  by  National  Debt  Com- 
missioners July  3,  683. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill  2k.,  July  31,  878. 

Regent  Street  Quadrant,  Decision  as  to 
Design  for  Rebuilding,  July  30,  471 ; 
Aug.  2,  1369. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure — ^Interception 
of  Revenue— Return  proposed  (1904- 
1907),  Aug.  1,  1040. 

South  African  War  Stores  Royal  Com- 
mission— Expenditure  on  Audit  of 
Accounts,  Aug.  2,  1334. 

Stirling — Disposal  of  Land  adjoining  Kings 
Park  for  Building  Purposes,  Aug.  1, 
1047. 

Surveyors'  Clerks,  Decision  as  to  Poeition 
of,  July  27,  65  ;  Aug.  1,  1039. 

Wei-hai-Wei  Cable,  Conditions  of  main- 
taining, July  31,  711. 

McKillop,  Mr.  W.  [Armagh,  8.] 

Armagh — Result    of    Inquiry    into   Em- 

ployment  of  Direct  ot  Contract  Labour, 

Aug.  3,  1597. 
Down  County  Dog  Licences  insofficieotly 

stamped.  Decision  as  to,  Au^.  3,  1598. 
Keady  Orange  Disturbance,   Informatica 

as  to,  July  27, 65. 

Maclean,  Mr.  D.  [Bath] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  BiU,  3s., 
July  30,  534,  635. 

McMiokingfj  Ml^or  0.  [KirkcndfarighUhire] 
Artillery  Terms  of  Swvice,  Proposals  as  to 
Altering,  July  30,  460. 

Macnamara.  Dr.  T.  J.  [Camberwell,  ^.] 

Children,  Underfed,  Provision  of  Meals  for 

— Working  of  Order,  etc.,  July  31,  678. 
Education  (England  and  Wales)  BiU,  3b., 

July  30,  541-545. 
Electric  Lighting  Undertaking,  .\ndit  of,  by 

Local  Government  Board,    proposed, 

July  31,  680. 

MaoVeagh,  Mr.  J.  [I>own,  S.] 
Belfast 

Harbour  Franchise,  AssimiUtting  vith 
Parliamentary  Franchise  pio- 
posed,  ^tv- 2, 1378. 
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July  21— Aug.  4. 

KaoYeagh,  Xr.  J.-eont 
BeUsat— MHil. 

Stook     Exchange,     B^stratioi     of, 
Aug.  2,  1378,  1379. 

CastlebUkeaey  Estate  Grass  Lands,  Dis- 
posal of,  Aun.  1,  1068. 

DabUn  Stook  Ezohange,  Begistration  of, 
Aug.  2, 1378. 


Snngaanon  Disturbances,  Cause  of,  Aug.  1, 
1062. 

Fowney  Cattle  Maiming  Outrage — Police 
Efforts  to  Trace  Offenders,  eto.,  Aug.  1, 
1054,  1055. 

Inland  Revenue,  Inspection  by  Secretary, 
Cost  of  and  Reason  for,  AuQ.  4, 1797. 

Local  Government  Board  Officials,  Informa- 
tion given  in  Return  as  to,  July  31, 716- 
718. 

Newcastle  Foreshore  Lease — Proviso  as  to 
Removal  of  Sand,  etc.,  July  31,  723. 

Shimna  River  Fishery  Rights — Claim  of 
Earl  of  Annesley,  etc.,  July  31,  718, 
719. 

Street  Betting  BiU,  2b.  July  31.  869. 

XoTeigrh,  Kr.  C.  [Doaegal,  E.] 

Ballybofey  Extra  Police,  Reason  for  Em- 
ploying, July  30,  419. 

Burtonport  Railway  Delays,  Cause  of, 
Aug.  1.  1065. 

Donegal— Case  of  Mr.  M'Monagle  and  the 
SessiaghoneiU  East  Donegal  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  Aug.  3,  1607. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts — Definition  of 
Agricultural  Labourer,  July  30,  419. 

Langbt — Reason  for  Refusal  of  Loan  to 
A.  Gallen,  July  30,  418. 

Moody  Estate — Case  of  J.  Gallagher, 
July  31,  713. 

Raphoe  Orange  Disturbance,  Information 
as  to,  July  30,  417. 

Xaeolesfield  and  District  Tramwaya  Bill 

e.  Lords*  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  30,  402. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Xacedonia 

Budget  Deficit,  Proposals  for  Meeting  by 

Increased  Customs  Duties. 

Oi.  Mr.  Gooch,  Aug.  1,  1127;   Mr. 

Lynch,  1129-1132 ;  Sir  E.  Grey, 

1132-1134,    1136;     Mr.    Bees, 

Aug.  4. 1812 ;  Sir  E.  Grey,  1837. 

Financial  Commission,  Work  of.  Date  of 
Presenting  Report,  etc. 
Oa.  Mr.  Goooh,  Aug.  i,  1128 ;  Sir  E. 
Grey,  1134. 

Oendarmerie,  Increased  Powers  for.  Result 
of  Negotiations  with  Turkey. 
Oa.  Mr.  Gooch,  Aug.  1,  1127. 
Military    Expenditure    Charged    on    the 
Budget,  Proposals  as  to  Reduction  of. 
Oa.  Sir  E.  Grey,  Aug.  1,  1136;  Mr. 
Lynch.  1136. 
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Kaddison,  Xr.  F.  [Bomley} 

Armaments,  Reduction  of — Submitting 
Question  to  Hagne  Conference,  July  27, 
105,  106. 

Navy,  Strength  of.  Proposals  as  to  Reduc- 
tion in,  July  27,  104,  106. 


Kag^cnddy  Estate 

Sale  of — Reason  for  Ezolusion  of  Mrs.  E. 
Joy. 
Q.  Mr.    Bohmd;     A.    Mr.    Bryco, 
July  31,  716,  716. 

Xagistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Feaee 
Appointment  of 

Political  Test  proposed. 
Qs.    Mr.  Bridgeman:    Aa.    Sir  H. 
Campbell  -  Bannerman,     Aug. 
2,   1381,   1382. 

Procedure  in  Making. 
Q.    Mr.  Higham ;   A.  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman,  Aug.  1,  1067. 

Proportion  of  Unionists,  etc. 
Qa.    Mr.   Henry,  Sir  C.   Hill,   Mr. 
Slotm,  Mr.  Lambton;   Aa.  Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  30,  469-461. 

Return  Presented,  Aug.  2, 1319. 

Ireland — Resident  Magistrates'   Accounts, 
Items  of. 
Qa.    Mr.    Field;     Aa.    Mr.    Bryce, 
July  31,  686,  686. 

Kalay  States,  Federated 
See  Federated  Malay  States. 

Kail  to  Charing  Cross  Lnprovement 

Queen  'Victoria  Memorial,  Progress  made 
with  Statue  for. 
Qa.    Mr.  Hay ;  Aa,    Mr.  Harcourt, 
July  2S,  218. 

Xalmesbnry,  Earl  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  1,  082. 

Xalta 

Empire  Day  F€te  at  Jesuit  College,  Author- 
ity    for    permitting     Militai^    Band 
to  play  at. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan;    A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
Aug.  2,  1326. 

Protestants,  Restrictions  on,  etc. 

Ftomises   made    by   British   Govern- 
ment to  Roman  Catholic  Arch- 
bishop. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  L.  Corbet* ;  A.    Mr. 
Chorchill,  July  30,  4SS. 

Protestant      Misson    Services,     Pm- 

hibition  of — Correspondence,  Date 

of  Tabling. 

Qe.    Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett;    Aa. 

Mr.  Chnrohill,  Mr.  Speaker, 

July  28,  212,  21S. 

Qa.      m.    Sloaa;      Aa.     Mr. 

CburohiU,  Julf  20, 464, 46S. 

66  3  U  [eont. 
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Manchiiria 

British  Trade   with.  Restrictions  imposed 
on. 

Ot.    Mr.  J.  Walton,  Aug.  2,  1421, 

1422. 
Q.    Mr.  Lynch;    A.    Sir  E.  Grey, 
Aug.  2,  I36I. 

Nin-C3iwang — British  Concession  on  North 
Side  of  River,  Date  of  taking  over.  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Lonsdale ;  A.    Sir  E.  Grey, 
Aug.  2,  1324. 


Harine  Insurance  Bill 

{.  Commons'     Amraidts.    eon,, 
1469. 


Aug.    3, 


tfarinei,  Soyal 

Reserve  for,  Suggestions  as  to. 

0».  Lord  Brasaey,  Jtrfy  30,  290. 

Markham,  Kr.  A.  B.  [Notts,  Mansfield] 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com..  Aug.  3,  1689, 
1690,  1724. 

Marks,  Mr.  H.  H.  [Kent,  Thanet] 

Kent  Hop  Industry,  Condition  of — pro- 
posals for  restricting  Importation  of 
Foreign  Hops,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1037. 

National  Gallery,  Purchases  for — Pro- 
cedure in  fixing  Price,  July  30,  408. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  J,  1101. 

Marlborough,  Duke  of 

Transvaal 

Civil  Servants,  Position  of,  under 
new  Constitution,  July  ^1,  631. 

Self-Govemment  Proposals — New  Con- 
stitution, Terms  of,  July  31, 
625-632. 

Report  of  Committee,    Delay  in 
Presenting,  July  31,  627. 

Marriage  with  Poreig^ers  Bill 

I.  2r.,  July  31.  608. 

Com.  Bep.  and  3b.  Aug.  1,  1021. 
e.  Lords'  Amendts.,  con.*  Aug.  3,  1788. 

Marriages 

Annual  Report  (Ireland)  1906  Presented, 
Aug.  t,  1178,  1318. 

Marsham  Estate 

Evicted   Tenants,   CUims   for   Reinstate- 
.    ment  of. 

Q.    Mr.  T.  Smyth ;  A.    Mr.  Bryce, 
July  31.  710. 

Marston  Sicca 

Cooper  School,  Date  of  Tabling  Report  on. 
Q.    Mr.     Essex;      A.     Mr.    BirreU, 
July  30,  469. 

Mason,  Mr.  A.  £.  W.  [Coventry] 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  U65. 
6§ 


Massie,  Dr.  J.  [Wilts.,  Crioklade] 

Edaoation  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.  3>.. 

July  30,  627-631. 
Oxford  Training  Centre  for  Pupil-teachers, 

Proposals  as  to,  Aug.  2, 1336. 

Massy,  Lord 

Land  Purchase  Act  of  1903,  Estates  sold 
under  —  Number  having  Sporting 
Rights  vested  in  the  Land  Commission, 
etc. ;  Aug.  1,  883. 

Masterman,  Mr.  C.  F.  0.  [West  Ham,  N.] 
Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.  3lt.. 
July  30,  521-524. 

Mayo,  Earl  of 

Dogs  Bill,  2e.,  July  27,  56- 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  StnSs  Bill,  Com., 
July  30,  33S. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  2it.,  July  27.  49. 
50  ;  Com..  July  30.  3o4.  380,  387, 
388,  391,  393. 

Commons'      Amendts.       to       Lords* 
Amendte.,  Con.,  Aug.  2.  1311. 

Meagher,  Mr.  M.  [Kilkenny,  N.] 

Annally  and  Clifden  Estates,  Endowment 
of  Schools  on,  July  30,  420. 

Meath,  Earl  of 

Open  Spaces  Bill,  Com.,  July  30,  342,  343, 
314,  346. 

"MelvU.e  Island" 

Allegations   against  Master — Inquiry   pro 
]X)9ed. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    H.    Wilson;    A.    Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  Aug.  3,  1002. 

Members  of  Parliament 

Payment  of — Legislative  Proposals,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.  C.  Hay;  A.    Mr.  Asqnith. 
July  30,  413. 

Menzies,  M^.  W.  [Lanark,  S.] 

Ceylon  Pearl  Ksheries,  Conditions  of 
Leasing — Allegations  against  Sir  W. 
Ridgway,  etc,  Aug.  2,  1417. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  BiO, 
2e.,  Aug.  2.  1417. 

Merchant  Shipping 

[For  particular  Vessels,  see  their  name*.] 

Casualties  —  Report  (1904-5)  Presented, 
July  31,  599,  672. 

Detentions  of  .Ships,  British  and  Foreign 
(1906^),  Return  Preeented,  Auf.  3, 
1461,  158L 

Light  Dues,  Proposals  for  Reducing. 

Q.    Mr.  W.  R.  Rea ;   A.  M^TUoyd- 
George,  Julf  30.  464. 

Loss  of  Life  (1801-1905)— Retom  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  S.  1462,  1681. 

Progress  in  United  Kingdom  and  Prin- 
cipal Maritime  Countries — Tables  Or- 
dered and  Presented,  Aug.  3,  1582. 
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Xerchant  Sliippin};^— con^ 

Semen's    Wages — Remitting    Charge    on 
sending    from    Foreign    Ports,    pro- 
poied. 
Q.    Major  Seely ;  A.    Mr.  Keorley, 

Jvly  31,  710. 
Q.    Major  Seely ;  A.    Sir  E.  Grey, 

Aug.  2,  1351. 
Q.    Major  Seely;   A.    Mr.   Lloyd - 
George,  Aug.  2,  1361. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  813  ;  Aug.  1.  1071. 

Meteorological  Committee 

Report  (1905-6)  Presented,  Aug.  J,  882, 
1026. 

Metropolitan  Borough  ConncilB 

Expenses  incurred  in  Promoting  and 
Opposing  BiUs^Retnm  ordered,  Aug. 
3,   1632. 

Metropolitan  Electric  Supply  Bill 

e.  Rep.*  July  27,  68. 

Con.  and  3k.*  July  31,  668. 
/.  iB.*  July  31,  697. 

Metropolitan  Water  Board  Bill 

Report  (1904-6)  Presented,  July  28,  206 ; 
July  30,  287. 

Keysey-Thompson,  Mr.  E.   C.   [SufTord, 

Handsworth] 

Educational  Grant  of  £200,000  Items  uid 
Particulars  of,  Aug.  1,  1049. 

Inter-Parliamentary  Conference,  Details 
of  Expenditure  on  Entertaining,  Aug. 
1,  1048. 

Mioklem,  Mr.  H.  [Herts.,  Watford] 

Watford  Qrammor  Schools  Inqmry— De- 
cision   as    to    Need    for    Secondary 
School,  eta,  July  30,  467. 
Watford   Secondary  School,   Scheme   for, 
Aug.  3,  1692. 

Middlesex     County    Council    (General 
Powers)  Bill 
e.  Lords'  Amendta.,  C<m.*  July  27,  57. 
L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Midwives  Act 

Institutions  approved  as  Training  Schools 
by  Board — Return  Presented,  Aug.  2, 
1319. 

MiUtia 

Farther  Regulations  Presented,  July  30, 

406;  July  31,  699. 
Lancashire  Royal  Field  Artillery,  Efficiency 
of,  in  DriU  and  Shooting. 

Q.    Major  Seely ;   A.  Mr.  Haldoae, 
Aug.  3,  1601. 

Recruiters,  Allowance  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan;  A.    Mr.  HaUone,  July 
30,  427. 
Sergeants  and  Buglers  on  the  Permanent 
Staff,  Allowances  to. 
Q.    Captain    Craig;    A.    Mr.    Hol- 
dane,  Aug.  1,  1041,  1042. 

^7 


SESSION  1906.  [Mer— Blit 

July  27 — Aug.  4. 

Militia— con<. 

Uniform  Contracts,  Allocation  of 


Mr.  J.  A.  Bryoe ;  A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
Aug.   2,    1326. 

Winter  Trainii^  Proposals. 
Q     Sir   J.    Diokson-Poynder ;   A.    Mr. 
Haldane,  July  30,  448. 

Milner,  Viscount 

Orange  River  Colony — Self-QoTemment 
for,  Postponement  of,  July  31,  663. 

Transvaal 

Civil  Servants,  Position  of,  under 
New  Constitution,  July  31,  666. 

Labour,  Supply  of — Policy  of  His 
Majesty  B  Government  as  to, 
July  31,  656,  667. 

Land  Settlement — Establishment  of 
Board  to  deal  with,  July  31,  663, 
664. 

Nati  veSfFranchise  for— Terms  of  Treaty 

of   Vereeniging,    etc.,    July   31, 

666. 
Self-Government  Proposals — Terms  of 

new  Constitution,  J\^  31,  646- 

668. 

Mines 

Eight  Hours  Day  in,  Committee  of  Inquiry 
into,  objections  to  Appointment  of. 
0«.    Mr.  Brace,  Aug.  1  1009-1101 ; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  1100-1103 ;  Mr. 
T.    Richards    1112-1114;    Mr. 
Fenwiok.  1114. 
Qs.    Mr.    Raphael,   Mr.   Lehmann, 
Mr.  K.  Bardie ;  A».    Mr.^Glad- 
stone,  July  30, 462. 

Inspection,    Necessity    for    Inquiry    iqto 
present  System  of. 
0».    Mr.  T.  Richards.  Aug.  1,  1113. 

Cnspectors  in  Wales,  Appointment  of 
Inspectors  having  a  Knowledge  of  the 
WeUh  Language,  proposed. 

Oi.    Mr.  Rees,  Aug.  1,  1122,  1123 ; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  1124. 

MitcheU-Thomson.  Mr.  W.  [Lanark,  N.  W.] 
Agricultural  Holdings  in  Scotland  below 

£50  Annual  Value,  Aug.  1,  1061. 
Fatal  Accidents  and  Sudden  Deaths  In- 
quiry (Scotland)  Bill,  eon.,  July   28, 
281, 282. 
German    Gipsies    in    Sootlaod,    Nuisance 
caused  by,  July  28,  219. 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b, 
July  28,  246, 

Nigeria    Railway    Extension    Proposals, 

July28,2n,m. 
Small   Holdings   Bill — Land   Commission, 

Estimated  Cost  o^  Aug.  1,  1051. 
Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.^  Aug.  1,  1161, 

1156,  1167. 
Toll  Cross  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement 

of  proposed,  Aug.  1, 1036. 

3  o  2  \cont. 
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Hitchell-Thcnuon, Kr  W- «<>»'. 

Transvaal 

Bsrwoners,  Number  of,  Aug.  2,  1349. 

Civil  Service,    British    and    Boers  in, 

Avg.  2. 1349. 
Venezuelan   Surtax,    Proposals    for    Be- 

moval  of,  Jnly  28,  213. 
West  Indies  Kail  Serrioe,  Proposals  as  to, 

Avg.  2.  1367. 

Voleaworth,  Viscoimt 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland,  Claim 
to.  Vote  as,  July  27,  1. 

Holteno.  Mr.  P.  A.  [Dumfriesshire] 
Egypt — Attack  on  British  Officers 

Cause    of — Rumours    as    to    Unrest 
among  Natives, etc.,  ^«;.  4,  1829. 

Findlay,  Mr.,  Terms  of  Despatch  sent 

by,  Aug.  4,  1831. 
Sentences  on  Natives,  Avg.  4,  1830. 

Orange  River  Colony — 0on8titntion> 
Reason  for  Delay  in  Granting,  Aug.  4, 
1829. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro., 
July  28.  277. 

Transvaal 

I  elf -Government  Proposals 

Lyttelton  Constitution,  Terms  of, 
July  31,  789. 

Terms     of     New     Constitution, 
July  31,  788-704. 

Xonaitie  and  Conventnal  Institatioiu 

Laondriee,  gee  that  tilh — ^Religions  In- 
stitutions. 

Montgomery  Estate 

Safe  of — Gracing  rights  of  Tenants,  etc 
Q.    Mr.  Dolan ;  A.    Mr.  Btyoe,  July  31, 
689,  690. 

Moody  Estate 

Gallagher,  J.,  Caae  of. 
Q.    Mr.    MaoVeagh;     A.    Mr.    Bryoe, 
July  31,  713,  714. 

Moray  Firth 

'^oteotion  of,  against  Foreign  Trairiers— 
Decision  at  Sheriff  Guthrie,  etc. 
Q».    Mr.    Weir,    Mr.    J.    B.    Mao- 
donald  ;  At.    Mr.  Sinolair,  Aug. 
1,  1080. 

rawUng,  lUegal — Number  of    Cases  re- 
ported   by    Commander    of    H.M.S. 
"  Ringdove." 
Q.    Mr.   Weir;    A.    Mr.   Sinolair, 
Aug.  3,  1S88. 

Morley,  Et  Hon.  J.—Setretary  of  SaU  for 
Iniia    [Montrose  Burghs] 

Army — Alleged  Assault  on  Sergeant  Mjax- 
well  by  natives,  Aug.  8,  1360. 

Assam  Tea  lAnda,  Assessment  at,  Jutg  SI, 
608. 
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Bengal 

Calcutta  Improvement  Scheme,  Cost 
of  and  DocisicHi  as  to,  July  31,  698. 

Eastern — Schoolboys  expelled  for 
attending  Swadeshi  Meetings,  etc., 
July  30,  414. 

Surma    Valley,    Assessment  .  of    Tea 
land  in,  Aug.  2,  13S0. 
Bombay 

Ryots  evicted  during  last  Five  Years* 
Aug.  1,  1041. 

Women  and  Girls  Employed  aa  Brick- 
layers, etc..  Inquiry  into  Condi- 
tions of  Labour  of,  proposed, 
July  30,  415. 

Cancer  Statistics,  Infcmnation  as  to,  July 

30.  414. 

Cotton  Cultivation — Tabling  Correspond- 
ence with  British  Cotton-Growing 
Association,  proposed,  Aug.  2,  1349. 

Country  Spirit,  Result  of  Investigation 
into,  Aug.  2.  1350. 

European  Schools,  State  Support  to,  July 

31,  700. 

Szcise  Administration — Proposes  aa  to 
Circulating  Committee  Repent,  JWy 
31,  097. 

Flogging  as  Judicial  Punishment,  Abolition 
of,  proposed,  Julfi  31,  697. 

Food  Crop  Yield  in  1880,  1901  and  1904. 
Aug.  2,  1338. 

Irrigation  Wwks — Reduction  of  Charges 
to  Cultivators,  proposed,  Jvl^  31,  6%. 

Karachi  Grain  Traffic,  Railway  Arrange- 
ments for  Dealing  with,  July  30, 4§4. 

Madras  Estates  Land  Bill,  ProvisionB  of, 
Jidy  28,  207. 

Madras  Government  Architect — ^Regula- 
tions as  to  Private  W<^[,  July  30, 
414. 

Opium  Traffic,  Indo-Chinese,  Proposals  for 
Dealing  with,  Aug.  2,  1351. 

Punjab  Legislative  Council,  Reoi^anisation 
oi,  proposed,  Avg.  4,  1708. 

Railway  Elxtension  to  A^han  FVontier — 
Ezira  Military  Protection  Required, 
etc.,  July  31,  696. 


Tibet— Conditions    of 
Tea,  July  31,  699. 


Import   of   Indian 


Morooco 

British  Trade  with.  Development  of. 

Ot.  Mr.  Ashley,  Aug.  2,  1436,  1436. 

C<mference    at    Algeciras — Despatches    of 
British  Delegi^  Presented,  Jufy  31, 
606, 671. 
J/md  Sales  to  Foreigners — Efiect  of  General 
^ct  of  Algeciras  Conference,  etc 
Q.  Mr.   Ashley ;    il.  Sir  £.   Grey, 
Aug.  2, 1363. 

[eonL 
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Police  iu  Coast  Towns,  Powers  of,  to  Deal 
with  SlaTery. 
Q.  Mr.   Ashley;    A.  Sir   E.   Grey, 
Aug.  2,  1362,  1363. 

Slavery  in.  Result  of  Negotiations  as  to. 
Oe.  Mr.  Ashley,  Aug.  2,  1436,  1437. 

Morpeth,  Lord  [Birmingham,  S.] 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1, 1160. 

MorreU,  Mr.  P.  [Oxon,  Henley] 

Army   Regulations   as  to  Attendance  at 
Political  Gatherings,  Aug.  3, 1603. 

Morton,  Mr.  k.  C.  [Sutherland] 

Consolidated  Fund  Appropriatioii  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2, 1465. 

Dogs  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.,  Aug.  2, 
1459. 

Dunblane 

Loiterers,  Powers  of  Police  to  Deal 
with,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1061. 

Police  Court,  want  of  Police  Services 
for — Proposals  for  Dealing  with 
Matter,  Aug.  2,  1372. 

Elphin,  Telegraph  Extension  to,  proposed, 
Aug.  4,  1839. 

Fatal  Accidents  and  Sudden  Deaths  In- 
quiry (Scotland)  Bill,  Con.,  July  28, 
282. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  Sb.,  July  31,  859. 

National  Galleries   of  Scotland  Bill,  2b., 
July  28,  263. 

Proposals  as  to,  July  28, 221. 

Penny  Postage  to  United  States,  Reason 
for  Refusal  of  Proposals  for,  Aug.  2, 
1364. 

Scotch  Administrative  Boards,  Inquiry  into 
Working  of,  proposed,  Aug.  2,  1466, 
1466. 

Scottish  Estimates,  Inadequate  Time 
Allowed  for  Discussion  of,  Aug.  2, 
1465,  1466. 

Sittings  of  the  House — Hour  of  Meeting  on 
Saturday,  4th  August,  Aug.  1,  1069. 

Small     Landholders      (Scotland)       Bill, 
Intro.,  July  28,  274. 

Provisions  of,  Aug.  4, 1839. 
Stirling — Disposal  of  Land  adjoining  King's 
Park  for  Building  Purposes,  Aug.  1, 
1046. 

Sutherland 

Main  Roads,  Decision  as  to  Impro  ing, 

Aug.  1,  1061. 
Piers  and  Harbours,  Improvement  of, 

proposed,  Aug.  2,  1372. 
Steamboat  Service  between  Lochinvar 

and  Thurso,  etc.,  proposed,  Aug. 

2,  1372. 
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Trawling,  Protection  of  Grounds,  Aug.  2, 

1456. 
Vaocioation  Aot,  Proposals  for  amending, 

Aug.  4,  1839. 

Motors 

Commiasion  of  Inquiry,  Control  exercised 
by  Captain  C.  Bigham  over  evidence, 
etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Nield;    A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
July  28,  217. 
Licences,    Granting    of — Eyesight    Tests, 
Provision  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.    Weir;     A.     Mr.    Burns, 
July  30,  410. 
Omniboses 

Speed  Indicators,    Provision   of,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;   A.    Mr.  Burts, 
July  30.  AIM. 
Speed  Regulations  in  London,  Resolu- 
tions of  Local  Bodies,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Gladstone 
July  30,  461. 

Portuguese    Minister's    Car,    Collision     cf 
with  Bicycle — Waiving  Diplomatic  Iii'.- 
munity   to  permit  of   Prosecution  cf 
Chauffeur,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Simon;    A.    Sir  E.  Guy, 
July  31,  676. 
Speed  Restrictions  on  certain  Highways- 
Regulations  presented,  Avg.  3,  14C4, 
1579. 

Mnllaranny 

Railway  to  BelmuUet,  Decision  as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Long ;  A.  Vr.  Bryce,  Aug.  1, 
1058,  1059. 

Murphy.  Mr.  J.  [Kerry.  E.] 

Constabulary   Inspectors,  Age  for   Ret:re- 

ment  of,  July  30,  442. 
Education 

National  School  Teachers  oompletir.g 
Trai-ing  in  1900,  Salaries  ol,Aug. 
2,  1376. 
Primary,  Proposals  for  Improvement 

of,  Aug.  2,  1374;  Aug.  4,  1801. 
Starkie,  Dr.,  Complaints  against,  ttc, 
Aug.    1,    1066,    1067;    Aug.    4, 
1804. 
Killarney     Postmen,     Weight    of     Mt-ila 

carried  by,  Aug.  2,  1380. 
Land  Commission— Fair  Rrait  Cases  dealt 
with.  Proposals  for  expediting  Hear- 
ings, etc.,  Aug.  2,  1375. 

Mosioal  Copyright  Bill 

c.  3b.,  July  31,  867. 
I.   lB.»  July  31,  667. 

2k.,  Aug.  1,  1022. 

Com.  and  3e.,  Atig.  2,  1306. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 
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Hannetti,  Kr.  J.  F.  [Dublin,  Coll^^e  Oreen] 
QtU  Service  Assistant  aerks  (New  Class). 
Number  and  Promotions  of,  Aug.  4, 
1797. 

ale  of  Intoxicating  liqnors  (Ireland)  Bill, 
_  Con.,  Ju/y  30,  690. 

Hatal 

Chnrch  of  England   Bishop,   Befusal    of 

Archbiah  p    of    Canterbory    to    con- 

seciate— Qoremment  ftoposals  as  to 

taking  Action. 

Q.    Mr.  Sloan;    A.    Mr.  Caiurohill, 

Aug.  4,  1801. 

Manhood  Suffrage,  Information  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Oibbs;   A.    Mr.  cainiohiU,  Aim. 
2, 1349. 

Native  Prisoners,  Proposals  for  Employ- 
ment of  by  Mine-Owners,  etc. 
Q.   Sir  C.  Dilke ;   A.  Mr.  Churchill, 
Aug.  2,  1327. 
Native  Rising 

3ue£s,  Seutencee  on — Improper  State- 
ments by  Newspapers,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilte;  A.  Mr. 
Churchill,  Jvly  31,  702. 
703. 

No   Surrender* "   Policy  —  Alleged 
Speech      by       Brij^ier-General 
•>firoys,  etc. 
Q*.      Mr.     Byles;      At.      Mr. 
Churchill,     Mr.      Speaker, 
Aug.  1,  1044,  1046. 
Arogren  made  with  Settlement,  Orders 
'or  Demobilisation,  etc. 

Q.  tlx.  Byles;  A.  ISi. 
CborohiU,  Aug.  1,  1043, 
1044. 

Tilonkwe,  Charges  against— Procedure  in 
Trial 
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Oi.    Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald,  Aug.  4, 

1816 ;   Mr.  Churchill,  1818. 
Q».     ib.    J.    B.    Maodooald.    Mr. 

Hynn;     At.     Mr.     Churchill, 

JfUtI  31,  701,  702. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald ;   Mr.  A. 

Churchill,  Aug.  4,  1801. 

Vational  OallerieB  of  Scotland  Bill 

e.  2b.,  Jul}/  28,  223. 
Proposals  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Morton;    A.    Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  July  28,  221. 

Hational  Oallety 

Director,  Powers,  Duties  and  Pay  of. 
Q.     Mr.    Hay;     ^.     Sir   H.    Campbel  i 
Bannerman,  July  28,  220,  221. 
Purchases  for— Procedure  in  fixing  Price. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  H.  Marks ;  A.  Mr.  McKenna. 
July  30,  408. 
Vote  for,  July  31,  823  ;   Aug.  1,  1073. 

Hational  Gallery,  Ireland 

Vote  for,  July  31,  824  ;  A.ig.  1,  1073. 

National  Gallery,  Scotland 

Vote  for,  July  31,  824 ;  Aug.  1,    1073. 
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National  Gallery  of  British  Art 
Extension,  Ground  available  for. 
Q.    Mr.  P.  W.  Wilson;    A.    Mr.  Har- 
court,  July  31,  709. 

National  Portrait  Gallery 

Vote  for,  July  31,  823 ;   Aug.  1,  1073. 

National  School  Teaehera,  Ireland 

See  Wider  Edncaticm— Jxelaad. 

Navy 

Firtt    Lord— tit.    Hon.    Lord    Tweed- 
month. 

Financial     SeereUtry—tLt.     Hon-      K. 
Roberts(Bi. 

Battieships  (see  alto  eubKeadinga  Namoa 
of  Battleships). 

^    Comparative  Value  of  Small,  and  Large 
Ships. 
O*.    Mr.  Beanohampk   J^  27, 
83,  84;    Captain  Hervey, 
9L 

Cost  of,  proportion  paid  in  Wages,  etc 
Q.    Mr.  A.  Lee;    A.    Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  July  31,   S7S, 
673. 

Increased  Cost  ot 

Oe.    Mr.  Beanohamp,  July  27, 

"  Lord  Nelson."  Ship  to  be  named. 
Q.     Mr.     BeUairs;       A.     Mr.    E. 
Robertson.  July  27.  96. 
New  Constmotion.  Proposals  as  to. 
0».    Mr.  E.  Robertson.  July  27,  (».  70, 
76;     Mr.  A.  Lee,  76;     Mr.  Bean- 
ohamp,  82;      Earl  Cawdor,    July 
30,  WSt,  204;  Visoount  Goshen.  315. 


Canteens 

Portsmouth  Canteen   Committee,  Al- 
le^d  Attempt  to  Over^ride  De- 
cision ot 
Q.    Mr.  BelUurs;    A.    Mr.  E. 
Robertson.  A*i.  1,  1038. 

System.  Proposals  as  to  Inquiry  into. 
Q.    Mr.     Bowles;       A.      Mr.      E. 
Robertson,  Aug.  2,  1344. 

Casualties  to  Ships— Return  Presented, 
Aug.  3,  1681. 

QvU  Employment  of  Officers  under  Saper- 
annuation  Act,  see  rnnder  tubhtading 
Officers— Retired. 

Courts-Martial    Procedure.    Inquiry   into, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Bramsdon;      A.     Mr. 
Lambert,  July  31.  696. 

Return  (1906)  Presented  Aug.  3.  1461, 
168a 

— -  CVai8er~ 

Armoured,    Suspension   of   Constmc- 
tion  of,  proposed. 
Ot.    Mr.  Beauchamp,   July  27, 
84;    Mr.  G  Warner,  93. 
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IStLVy—eont. 

Crniaen — eoni. 

Inoresaed  Cost  of. 
Os.    Mr.  Beauchamp,  Jtdy  27,  83. 

Ciinaid,   etc.    Liners   subsidised   by   Ad- 
mirally, 

Amount  of  Subsidy. 
Q.    Mr.  Belkirs ;  A.  Mr.  MoKeniut, 
Avg.  S,  1589. 

Provitf  on  of  Fittings  and  Gnos  for. 
Q.    Mr.  PeU ;    A.    Mr.  E.  Robert- 
aon,  JrUy  28,  206.  209. 

Diaoipline— Sentences  for  Offence  of  Striking 
Soperior  0£Scer. 
Q*.    Mr.  Bramsdon  ;    A*.  Mr.  Lam- 
bert, Jvly  31,  093-696. 

Docks,   Dry  and  Oraving,  Increased  Pro- 
Tision  of,  proposed. 
0«.    Mr.  O.  C.  PhiUpps,  Jtdy  27, 

vm. 

Dockyards — Changes  in  Administration  of 
— Memorandum  Presented,  Jvly  31, 
698,  672. 

Expenditure 

Prinoipal  Naval  Powers,  Statistics  for, 
During  last  ten  yean — Betnm 
Presented.  Avg.  2,  1319. 

— — Bednotion,  Proposals  as  ta 

O*.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27, 
70. 71 :  Mr.  Keir  Hardie,  80. 81 ; 
Mr.  Bright,  100,  101;  Lord 
Tweedmonth,  Jvly  30,  304. 
306;     Lord  Eversley,  319-324. 

Gunnery     Practice — Alleged     Waste     of 
Ammunition   by   Sheemess   Division. 
Q.     Mr.    Bowles;        A.     Mr.        E. 
Robertson,  Aug.  2,   1344. 

Health— Statistical    Report    (1906)    Pre- 
sented,  Aug.   3.    1461,    1680. 
MancBuvres — Results  of. 

0».    Lord  Tweedmonth,  July  30,  304. 
Marines,  Royal,  tee  that  tilU. 
"  Montagu  "  Salving  Operations 
Casualties  involved  in,  eto. 
Qa.    Mr.    Bellairs;       At.    VSi.    E. 
Robertwm,  ^119.  i,  1S4%  1343. 

Cort  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Oonrthope;      A.    Mr.   E. 
Robertson,  JtUy  28,  208. 
Officers,  Retired — Civil  Employment  under 
Superannuation   Act,    Return   ••   to. 
Presented,   July  30,  288,  407. 
Pay — List  of  Exceptions  Presented,  July 

30,  287,  407. 
"  Renown,"  Inclusion  of,  in  list  of  Battle- 
ships— lute  of  re-converting,  etc 
Q.    Mr.  Keild;  A.    Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, Aug.  1,  1043. 
Reserve 

Admiral  Superintendent  of.  Repnsen- 
tation    of   at   Chief   Commercial 
Ports  by  an  Officer  of  Standing  | 
in  the  Service' 
Ot.    Lord    Braasey,    July    30, 
Ml. 
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lSa,vy—eont. 

Reserve — eont. 

Fleet    Reserve,    Strength    of. 

0».     Lord    Tweedmouth.    July   30. 
306. 

Officers,   Securing   Higher    Standard 
of  Efficiency,  proposed. 
Ot.    Lord    Brassey,    Julg   30, 
290. 

Racommendations  of  Committee  on, 

Ot.    Lord  Brassey,  July    30,  288. 

290;    Lord  Tweedmonth,  306. 

Royal  Naval,  New  System  of  Training 
for. 
Ot.      Lord  Tweedmonth,  July 
30,  307. 

Roqrth     Water     Supply,     Arrangements 
for. 
Q.      Major    Anstmther-Gray ;     A. 
Mr.    E.    Robertson,    July   28, 
208. 

Shipbuilding 

Construction  by  Great  Naval  Powers 
(1900-1906). 
Q.  Mr.  Nield ;  A.  Vx.  lAmbert, 
July  31,  096. 

Distribntion  of  Work  between  Private 

and  Government  Tarda. 

Ot.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Jviy  27, 

71, 119  ;  Mr.  O.  a  Phillpps, 

102;    Mr.  Jenkins,  Sir  J. 

Baker,  119. 

Expenditure  on 

'    Return  of  to  the  Country  in  Shape 
ot  Wages. 
Ot.    Mr.  A.  Lee,  Jul^  iT. 

79. 
Q.      Mr.     A.     Lee;      A. 
Mr.     E.      Robertson, 
July  31.  672.   673. 

Original  and  Revised  Programme, 
Expenditure  under. 
Ot.       Mr.    B.    Robertson, 
July  27,  60,  70. 
Foreign  Programmes. 
Ot.    Mr.  Beauchamp,  July  27,  83 ; 
Lord    Tweedmoutli,    Julfi   80, 
302,  303. 

New  Construction.  Provision  for. 
Ot.    Mr.  E.  Robertson.  July  27,  67, 
68. 

Programme.    1906-7. 
Ot.    Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27,  69, 
70-72;    Captain    Hervey,    89. 
90;  Sir   H.   Campbell-Banner- 
man,   114-117. 

Programme  tat  1907-& 

«.  Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
July  27,  72;  Earl 
Cawdor,  July  30, 
292-298 ;  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth,  299-306 ;  Earl 
of  Campsrdown,  308- 
311  ;  Lord  EUen- 
boron^,  312. 

[eont. 
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HavT— «)>«* 

Shipbnilding — cont. 

Prognmme  for— tonf. 

Informatioii  as  to  Date  of  Building 
certain  Battleships. 
Q.       Mr.        Bellairs;      A. 
Mr.      E.      Robertson, 
Aug.  3,  1693,  1694. 
[  portnnity  for  Disonssing. 
0».   Earl  Cawdor,  Lord  Tweed- 
month,    Earl   of   Camper- 
down,  Jul!/  87,  4,  6. 
Reduction    in    Vote    for,    Poesibility 
of  Effecting. 
O*.      Lord   Brassey,   Jvly  SO, 
289. 
Speed    in    Oonstruotioo,    Advantages 
of  Qreat   Britain   over   Foroign 
Nations. 
Ot.     Mr.  Bowles,  Jtdy  27,  98, 
99  }  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfonr,  1 12, 
116;     Sir    H.    Oampbell- 
Bannerman,   116,   117. 
Statement  (Mr.  E.  Robertson),  JtUy  27, 

67-76. 
Workmen     Employed     in     Confined 
Spaces,  Extra  Pay  Given  to. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Ward ;   J.    Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  Avg.  2,  1346. 
Strength 

"^         Comparative  Strength  in  Battleships 

and   CMsers,   with   France   and 

Germany. 

0».    Captain  Hervey,  Jvlv  27, 

88,  89;    Jlr.  Bellairs,  95, 

96. 
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Return,  Misleading  Nature 


"Dilke 
ot 

O*.  Mr.  A.  Lee,  July  27,  78 ; 
Mr.  Bowles,  97,  9& 

Necessity  for  maintaining  at  a  Hieh 
Standard.  ^ 

0«.  Captain  Hervey,  July  27, 
86-«l ;  Mr.  O.  C.  Philipps, 
101,  102. 

Reduction    in.    Proposals    as    to    

Responsibility  of  Sea  Lords, 
etc 

O*.       Mr.    E.    Robertson, 

Jirfy«7, 69, 72-76, 108; 

Mr.   A.   Lee,   76,    76, 

80 ;       Mr.    Lambton, 

81,  82 ;  Mr.  Bramsdon, 

91,  92;     Mr.  Bellairs, 

»3,  94;    Mr.   Bowles, 

96-100;         Sir        A. 

Thomas,    103;       Mr. 

Maddison,    104,    105  j 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  107- 

113;  SirH.  Caapbell- 

Bannerman,  114,  117; 

.     Earl  Cawdor,  July  30, 

292,    284-296;      Lord 

Tweedmouth,        299- 

306,       316;     Earl    of 

Camperdown,  308-311; 

Lord        EUenborough, 

11-312;        Mscount 

C  oschen,  316. 


Hayy — c<mt. 

Strength — eon/. 

Reduction  in — cont. 

Policy  as  to.  Definition  of. 
0».     Lord  Ampthill,  July  30, 
313 ;    Viscount     Goeohen. 
314-318. 
Qi.     Mr.  Bellairs;      A*.     Sir 
H.  Campbell  -  Bannermao, 
July  31,  727,  728. 
Two-Power  Standard,  Proposals  as  to 
maintaining. 

0».  Mr.  A.  Loe,  July  27,  79  ; 
Captain  Hervey,  86, 87, 90 ; 
Mr.  G  Warner,  93;  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfonr,  111,  112; 
Earl  Cawdor,  July  30,  296- 
298  i  Viscount  Qoscben, 
316;  Mr.  A.  J.  BaHbnr, 
Aug.  2,  1395,  1396;  Sir 
H.  Campbell-Bannermao. 
140a  ^^ 

Tannage  —  Comparison     with     Foreign 

Countries. 

Q».       Mr.    Lnpton,    Mr.    Bellairs; 

As.    Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Aua.  «. 

1341.  ^     ' 

Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers 

Parent  Ship,  Proposals  as  to  Laying 
down  early  in  the  Year. 

Ot.      Mr.   £.    Robertam.    Jtdy 
27,  71.  ^ 

Turbine  Machinery  for,  Ptovision  of. 
Q».      Mr.   Ashley;    A».      Mr.    E. 
Robertson,  Aug.  4,  1799,  1800. 

Torpedo    Boats,    Age,    Armament,  etc, 
OL 

Q.  Mr. NieW ;  A.tSx.'E. Robertson. 
Aug.  2,   1343. 

Volunteers,  Strength  oi 
0«.   Lord  Tweedmouth.  July  30,  306. 

Havy  Estimates 

Admualty  Office  —  £361,600,  Com..  July 
27,  119. 

Armaments  —  £2,986,000,  Com..  July  27. 

1  Iv* 

Shipbuilding,   Repairs,   Maintenance,   etc. 
Contract    Work  —  £8,588,400,    Com.. 

July  27,  110. 
MaUnd  —  £2,827,200,  Com..  July  27, 

Pertonnd  —  £2,407.600,  Com.,  July 

Surpluses  on  one   Vote  applied  to  meet 
Excesses  on  other  Votes 
Motion  [Mr.  McKennal  July  30,  570 : 
July  31.  870-872. 
bjections  to  System. 
Oa.      Mr.   a   Hay,  July  30,  670; 
Mr.  W.  Rutherford,  670,  671, 
674;    Mr.  E.  Robertson,  670; 
Mr.    Bowles,    671;     Mr.    Mc- 
Kenna,    July    30,    672,    674; 
Mr.  •Chairman,  671,   673;    Sir 
E.  Carson,  672 ;  Lord  R.  axil, 
672, 61? :  Mr.  Haimood-Batmcr, 
Loid  ^  alo  rns,  574. 
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Velion,  Lord 

Eduoatiim  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Avf.  i,  12A. 

Hettlebed  and  Biitriot  Commons  (Preier- 
ration)  Bill 
e.  Cim*  July  27,  67. 
3b.»  July  31,  668. 
I.  Commons'  AmendtB.  eon.*  Jmly  31,  597. 
Royal  Assent,  Aitg.  4,  1702. 

Hew  Forest 

Crown  Lands,  Alleged  Enoroaclunent  on' — 
Case  of  Purkis. 
Q«.    Sir  R.  Hobart.  Mr.  Atherley- 
Jones;     At.     lb.    MoKenna, 
jMly  30, 4110,  4,70. 

Vowlrargh  and  Horth  Fifo  Sailway  Bz- 
tontion  of  Time  Order  Confimation 
KIL 

.  3b.*  Jidy  27,  58. 

.  1*.  2si.  And  Sep.*  Jvly  30, 265. 

3b.*  Aug.  I,  881. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4, 1791. 

Heweaatle  (Down) 

Foreshore  Lease,  ProTiso  as  to  Removal  of 
Suid,  etc. 
Q.      Mr.     MaoVeagh:      A.      Mr. 

Kearley,  July  31,  723. 
Q».    Mr.   Sloan;    A».    Mr.    Lloyd- 
Oeorge,  Aug.  2, 1377. 

Vewcastle-apon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Hewman  Estate 

Purchase  of— Case  of  Mr.  T.  C  O'Callaghan. 
Q.    Mr.    Flynn;    A.    Mr.    Bryoe, 
Aug.  1,  1063. 

Vewry 

Rerising  Barrister — Expense  entailed    by 
working  district  from  Warrenpoint. 
Q.    Mr.  FieU ;    A.    Mr.  McKenna, 
July  31, 9M. 

Hield,  Hi.  H.  [Middlesex.  EaUng] 

Colonies,  etc.  Coolie  Labour  in — Date  of 
Freoentir^  Betom,  July  28, 213. 

FiaoUey  Telephone  Extension,  Proposals  as 
to,  Avg.  2,  1332. 

Bampstead  Telephone  Employees,  Reason 
for  Discharge  of,  Aug.  2,  1332. 

Motor  Commiasion — Control  exercised  by 
Captain  0.  Bigham  orer  Byidenoe, 
etc.,  Jvh  28,  217. 

Navy 

"  Renown,"  Date  of  Re-converting  into 
Battleship,  etc..  Aug.  1,  1043. 

Shipbuilding  by  Great  Naval  Powers 
(1900-1006),  July  31,  696. 

Torpedo  Boats,  Age,  Armament, 
etc.,  of.  Aug.  2.  1343. 

Tea  Duty  paid  under  Concession,  July  28, 
214.  
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Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1703, 
1704. 

Westminster  County  Court,  Proposes  as  to 
Rebuilding,  July  31,  710. 

Higeria 

Allowance  to  Civil  and  Military  Officers  in 
Northern  Nigeria. 
Q.    Mr.  O^Neill ;  A.  Mr.  CburohiO, 
Jvly  31,  676. 

Coinage  Order  Presented,  Aug.  3,  1462, 
1680. 

Railway  Extension,  Proposals  as  to. 

Q*.    Vtr.  Mitchell-Thomson;       As. 
Mr.  Churchill,  July  28,  211,  212. 

Holan,][r.J.[Louth,  s.] 

McCarthy,  J.,  Case  of — Investigation  of 
Charges,  proposed,  Aug.  3,  16^6. 

Norfolk,  Dnke  of 

Education  (E^ngland  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b. 
Aug.  1, 966. 

Horfblk,  Earldom  of 

Evidence,  etc.,  to  be  printed,  Aug.  2, 1177. 

Horth  Lindiey  Light  BailwaysiExteniion) 
Order 
Presented,  Aug.  1,  882, 1026. 

Horth  Weet  London  Bailway  Bill 

«.  Lords'  Amendts.  con.*  July  31,  608. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4, 1793. 

Horthbonme,  Lord 

Eduoaticm  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2,  1244. 

Horthnmberland,  Dnke  of 

Sheep — Result  of  Inquiry  into  Louping-iU 
and  Braxy,  July  30, 328. 

O'Brien  Estate 

Sale  ProoeedingB,  Delay  in. 
Q.    Mr.  Farrell;    A.    Mr.  Bryre,  July 
^,^1,422.  ■ 

O'Connor,  Kr.  John  [KiMare,  N.] 

Census  of  Production  Bill,  2b.  Aug.  1, 1176. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill,  2b> 
Aug.  2,  1446. 

Crimes  Act,  Repeal  of,  proposed,  Aug.  it 

1447. 
Leixlip  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement  of> 

proposed.  Aug.  2,  1330. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  James  [Wicklow,  W.] 

Belfast  Poet  Office  Learners,  Transfer  of, 
to  London — Increase  of  Pay  as  Lodging 
Allowance,  proposed,  July  31,  ClV. 

Glasgow  Poet  Office  Medical  Officer, 
Appointment  of,  July  27,  62. 

Question  containing  Allegations,  put  on 
the  Paper,  but  not  asked,  July  30,  474. 

Whisky,  Patent-still  and  Pot-still,  Regula- 
tions as  to  Blending — Sentence  on 
Mr.  Hoey,  July  30,  413._ 
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ODoimell,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 

i!daoation — ^Intenneditite  Board  Minntes 
and  Correepondence,  PropoBaU  as  to 
Tabling,  Jvly  31,  692. 

O'Farrell  Estate 

Untenanted  Lands,  Disposal  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Duffy;    A.    Mr.   Bryce,  Jirfy 
30,426. 

Q'Grady,  Kr.  J.  [Leeds,  E.] 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill,  Lords'  Amendta., 
Con.,  Aug.  2,  1426. 

Docks,  Accidents  at,  arising  from  Defective 
Gear,  Aug.  1,  1008. 

Factory  Inspection,  Inadequate  System 
of — Keoeesity  for  Increasing  Number 
of  Inspectors,  Attg.  1,  1098,  1099. 

'  Shuttles  made  of  West  African  Wood, 
Dangerous  Nature  of  Trade,  Aug.  1, 
1098,  1099. 

O'Halley,  Mr.  W.  [Galway,  Connemara] 

Food  Preservatives — Proposals  tat  In- 
vestigation of  Subject,  July  30,  429. 

O'Neill,  Mr.  E,  T.  [Antrim,  Mid.] 

Nigeria,  Northern — Allowance  to  Officers, 
July  31,  675. 

O'Shanghneasy,  Mr.  P.  J.  [limerick,  W.] 
Adare  and  Bathkeale  Parcels  Post  Facili- 
ties, Improvement  of,  Aug.  1,  1029. 

Athen  Rural  Postman,  Wages  of,  Aug.  J, 
1029. 

Limerick  Post  Office,  Parcel  Post  Delays, 
Inquiry  into,  proposed,  July  30, 
472,  473. 

Rathkeale  Post  Office— New  Office  pro- 
posed, Jvly  30,  474. 

O'Shee,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Watcrford,  W.] 

Oun  Licence,  Reason  for  Refusal  of,  to 
Mr.  E.  Power,  Aug.  1,  1028. 

Poor  Law  Commission,  Irish  Representa- 
tion on,  Aug.  -1,  1042. 

Official  Pnblioatioiu 

Mciu'dge  to  Commons  for  Copies  of  Select 
Committee  Reports,  etc.,  Aug.  3, 
1578— Copies  Ordered,  1583. 

Omnibus  end  Tram  Tickets 

Legality  of  Prizes  offered  by  Newspapers. 
Q.    Mr.  L.  Haslam  ;  A.    Mr.  Glad- 
stone, July  31,  682,  683. 

Onslow,  Earl  of 

Dogs  Bill,  2r.,  July  27, 56. 

FcrtiliBers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  Com., 
July  30,  338. 

House  of  Lords  Offices 

Report  of  Select  Committee,  Post- 
ponement of  Consideration  of. 
proposed,  Aug.  3,  1472,  1575. 

ooms  proposed  to  be  given  over  to 
the  Commons,  Aug.  3,  1472,  1577. 
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Onslow,  Earl  of— «■>»<• 

Open  Spaces  BiU,  2b.,  July  27, 31. 
Standing  Ord^v,  Amendment  of,  Jmlg  31, 
600. 

Open  Spaces  BiU 

L  2b.  July  27,  30. 

Com.,  July  30,  342. 

Rep.  and  3b.*  July  31,  610. 
«.  Lords  Amendte.,  Con.*  Aug.  1,  1070. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Opium 

Indo-China  Traffic,  Proposals  for  Dealing 
with. 
Q.    Mr.   T.   L.    Corbett;     A.    Mr. 
Morley,  Aug.  2,  1360,  1361. 
Legislation  to  Restrict  Trade,  Proposals 
as  to. 
Q*.    Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett;    A*.    Sir 
H.  Campbell-Bannennan,  July- 
28.  221. 

Orange  Siver  Colony 

British  and  Dutch  Residents  in. 
Q.    Lord -Castlereagh ;    A.     Mr.   Cbvr- 
chill,  July  30,  453. 
Constitution — Proposals  as  to  Discuaaioa 
of  Question,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.      Bridgemaa;      A.      Mr. 
Chnrohill,  July  31,  677. 
Self-Govemment  for,  Postponemeot  of. 
Ot.    Earl  of  Elgin,  July  31,  615; 
l^sooiint    Mifaicr,    663;     Mar- 
quess   of    Ripon,    666 ;     Mr. 
Churchill,  731. 706 ;  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  764;    Mr.  K.  Cecil,  780; 
Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald,  795,  796  ; 
Mr.  Mackamess,  Aug.  4,  1800 ; 
Mr.  Churchill,  1819;    Mr.  Mol- 
teno.  1829. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  Lord 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  Julg  30, 
346-348. 

Orertonn,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  1,  1016. 

Oxford 

Pupil-teacher   Centre,    Reason  for  Closing, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.    Yoxall;      A.     Mr.     BirreU, 
July  30.  429.  430. 

Q.    Dr.    Massie;      A.    Mr.    Birrdl. 
Aug.  2,  1336,  1337. 

Oxford,  Bishop  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  BiU,  2K. 
Aug.  3,  1540. 

Pacific  Cable 

Vote  for,  Jvly  31,  829  ;   Aug.  1,  1073. 

Paisley  Oas  and  Water  Provisional  Order 
Bill 

/.  3b.*  July  27,  2. 
Jtoyal  Assent,  Aug.  4, 179Q. 
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c.  Con*  July  27,  58. 

3b.*  Jvly  30,  403. 
I.  In.,  2s.  and  JUp.*  July  30,  285. 

3iu*  Aug.  1,  881. 

Royal  Assent,  Avg.  i,  1791. 

Parker,  Sir  G.  [Gravesend] 

Africa,  West — ^Tabling  Papers  on  Military 
Operations  in  Sokoto  and  Hadeija  pro- 
posed, Jxdy  30,  454. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2b.,  Avg.  2,  1386. 

Dafenoe  of  the  Empire 

Colonial  Cantribntions  towards,  Aiig.  2, 

1387,  1388. 
Representatives    from    the    Colonies 
and  India,  {voposed,  Aug.  2,  1387, 
1388. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1744, 
1746. 

Transvaal,  SeU-Gioveminent  for — Terms  of 
new  Constitution,  July  31,  773-776. 

Parker,  Mr.  J.  [Halifax] 

Ipewich  Workhonse  Farm,  Report  on 
Tuberoaloeis  Outbreak  at,  Aug.  2,  1362 

Ptfke',  Xr.  E.  [Birmingham,  C] 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27, 133, 134, 
188,  189 :  Aug.  3,  1634. 

Parliament 

House  of  Commixis 
Kitchen  Committee 

Cheshire  Cheese,  Place  of  Origin  of. 
Qa.    Mr.   A.   L.  Stanley;     At. 
Mr.  Jacoby,    Aug.  2,  1370, 
1371. 
Employees,  Hours  and  Conditions 
of  Labour  of. 
Q.  Dr.     Cooper;      A.  Mr. 
Jacoby,  July  30,  433. 
Q.  Mr.    Summerbell ;     A. 
Mr.   Jacoby,   Aug.   1, 
1049. 

Lighting  and  Ventilating  Depigment 
Employees,  Pension  Claims  of. 
Q.     Mr.      Alden    ;      A.       Mr. 
McKenna,  July  30,  470. 

Offices— Vote    for,     July    31,     813; 
Aug.  1,  1071. 

House  of  Lords 

Offices 

Report  of  Select  Committee,  Post- 
ponement of  Consideration  of, 
proposed. 

Qt.  Lord  Balfour  of  Bnr- 
lei(^,    Avg.    8,    1472, 
1474,  1575,  1576 ;  Earl 
of  Onslow,  1472,  1575  ; 
'  Lord        Tweedmouth, 

1472,  1576;  Viscount 
Knuteford,  1474 ;  Mar- 
quetts  of  LansUowne, 
1474  ;  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  1475. 
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House  of  Lords— eont. 
Offices — efmt. 

Report  Presented,  Aug.  t,  1317. 
Vote  for.  July  31,  813;    Aug.l, 
1071. 

Representative    Peer    for    Ireland — 
Viscount  Moheworth,  July  27,  1. 

Rooms  proposed  to  be  given  over  to 
Commons,  Question  as  to. 
Q».  IjotA  Balfour  of  Burleigh, 
Aug.  3,  1472 ;  1575,  1576, 
1577  ;  Earl  of  Onslow,  1472, 
1677 ;  Lord  .Tweedmouth. 
1472,  1576  ;  Viscount 
Knutsford,  1474 ;  Marquess 
of  Lemsdowne,  1474,  1577  ; 
Marquess  of  Salisbury, 
1475. 

Took  the  Oath — Bishop  of  Durham, 
Aug.  1,  881. 

Parliamentary  Debates 

Report  of — Arrsngemeats  as  to  Verbatim 
Reports,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hazleton  ;  A.  Mr.  McKenna, 
(  July  30,  408. 

Parliamentary  Eleotions 

Illiterate  Voters  at  last  General  Election — 
Return  Presented,  Aug.  2, 1319. 

New  Member  Sworn— Mr.  T.  M.  Kettle,  ff  r 
County  of  Tyrone  (East),  Aug.  1,  1070. 

New  Writ  for  Denbighshire  (Easter.i 
Division),  Aug.  3,  1603. 

Returning  Officers'  Expenses,  Charges  made 
to  Candidates  at  General  Election, 
1906— Return  Presented,  Aug.  2,  1319. 

Parliamentary  Procedure 

Autumn  Session 

Business  to  be  taken  in,  Date  of  Re- 
assembling, etc. 
Ot.  Mr.   J.    Redmond,    Sir   H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,    Mr. 
W.     Long,     Mr.     Morton. 
Aug.  1.  1068,  1069. 
Chairman's  RuUngs,  «ee  Chairman. 

Divisions,  Saving  of  Time  on,  proposed. 
O.  Mr.  Everett,  Aug.  4, 1844. 

Speaker's  Rulings,  «ee  Speaker. 

Paul.  Mr.  H.  W.  [Northampton] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  B>U>  3b., 

July  30,  607-611. 
Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1, 1147. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  133 ; 
Aug.  3.  1741-1744,  1773. 

Pease,  Mr.  H.  P.  [Darlington] 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.  July  27,  134 ; 
Aug.  3, 1714-1716. 

Pennyfeather  Estate 

Reinstatement  Claim  of  P.  Pranty. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Smyth;    A.  Mr.  Bryce,  Ju^y 
31.  714. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Per— Por] 


INDEX. 

iToZy  27—Attg.  4. 


fV^ol.  162. 


Perkli  Kr.  fi.  W.  [Lincohuhire,  Louth] 

Ednoatioa  (England  sod  Wales)  Bill,  3b., 
July  30,  479,  624-628. 

Penia 

Dwturbanoes — Xnntber    of    Refugees    in 
British  Legation,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Lynch ;  A.  Sir  E.  Ofey,  Atig 
2,  1361,  1362. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Jrdy  27,  3. 

Persse  Estate 

Untenanted  Leuids,  Disposal  ot 
Q.  Mr.  Duffy ;   A.  Mr.  Bryce,  Jtrfy  30. 
426. 

Perth  Corporation  Gat  Order  Confirmation 
BiU 

e.  iB.*  and  2&.*  Jvly  28. 206. 

Con.*  and  3b.*  Jtdj/  30. 403. 
.    iB.,  2b.  and  JZep^*  Jtrfy  30, 286. 
I    3it.»  Aug.  1,9»1. 

Royal  Assent,  Avg.  4,  1791. 

Peterhead  Harbour 

Vote  for,  Jviy  31,  810 ;  Aiig.  1,  1070. 

Petitions  Committee.  Public 

Report  Presented,  July  30,  476. 

Philipps,  Mr.  0.  C.  [Pembroke  and  Haver- 
rordwist] 

Navy 

Docks,  Dry  and  Graving,  Increased 
I^vision  of,  proposed,  July  27, 
103. 

Shipbuilding — Distribution  of  Work 
between  Private  and  Ctovem- 
ment  Yards,  July  27,  102. 

Strength  of,  Meoetsity  for  Maintaining 
at  a  High  Standard,  July  27, 101, 
102. 

PiekersgiU,  Mr.  E.  H.  [Bethnal  Green,  8.W.1 
Criminal    Branch    of    the    Home    Office, 
Proposals  as  to  Increasing  Staff,  Aug. 
1,  1116. 

Poor  Law — System  of  Auditing  Guardians' 
Aooonnts,  Aug.  2,  1363. 

Uiiem{doyed    Grant,    Proposals    for    Dis- 
tributing, Aug.  2,  1363. 

Piers  and  Harbours 

For  pariioular  places  see  {heir  namei. 

Ireland,  Schemes  for.  Delay  in  Carrying 
into  Effect. 
Ot.  Mr.  Long,  Aug.  2,  1443;    Mr. 
Bryoe,  1464. 

Scottish  Harbour  Grants,  Conditions  for, 
Number  of  Applications,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.     Weir;      A.  Mr.     Kearlcy, 
July  31,  724. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  810 ;  Aug.  1,  1070. 

Pirie,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.] 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b.,  July 
28,2i6. 
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Plymouth,  Earl  of 

Laundries,  Inspection  of — Amendment  of 
Factories  Act,  proposed,  Jufy  27, 23. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  2b.,  Aug.  1,  1022. 

Police 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  tee  that  title. 

Metropolitan — Weekly   D^y   of   Rest  for, 
proposed. 

Ot.  Mr.    Remnant,    Aug.    I,    1121  ; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  1126w 

Pontefraot  Corporation  Bill 

I.  3b.*  July  30,  286. 

e.  Lords*  Amendts.,  Con.,  July  31,  6<>8 

L  Royal  Assent,  ^119.  4,  1792. 

Poole  Corporation  Water  Bill 

I.  3r.*  July  27,  2. 

e.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  30, 40(^ 

{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Poor  Law 

Aooounts  of  Guardians.  System  of  Auditing. 
Q.  Mr.   PiekersgiU :    A.  Mr.   Bums, 
Aug.  2,  1363,  1364. 

Amendment,  Proposals  as  to. 
Ot.  Mr.  Essex,  Sir  B.  CampbeU-Banner- 
man.  Aug.  4,  1842. 

Childtrai 

Boarding-out — Amendment  of  Within 
the  Union  Order,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.     L.     Jones ;     A.    Mr. 
Bums,  JWy  30, 411. 

Cost  of   Maintaining  under   Varionr 
Systems. 
Q.  Mr.    L.    EasUm;     A.  Mr. 
Bums,  JiUy  31,  68O1 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  Special 
Schools,  all^^  want  of  Appre- 
ciation of  by  Boards  of  Guardiaas. 
Q.     Mr.    Toulmin:     A.      Mr- 
Bums,  July  30,  410. 

Oommiseion,  Irish  Medical  Repceaentation 
on. 

Q.    Mr.  Fetberstonhaugh ;    A.    Kr. 

Bryoe,  JWy  30,  441. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Shee ;  A.  Sir  H.  Oampbell- 

Bannerman,  Aug.  1,  10^ 
Q.    Oaptain  Qtaig;   A.    Mr.  Biyce, 
Aug.  2.  1339. 

Expenditure  on  Belief  during  1906— 
Return  ordered  and  Presented,  Aug. 
2,  1321,  1469. 

Poor  Law  (Scotland)  Amendment  BiU 

e.   l».*  July  30.  41^ 

Portadown 

Shop  Hours  Act,  Order  made  under. 
Presented,  Aug.  1,  882,  1U26. 

Portavogie 

Harbour  Works  Scheme,  Proposals  ss  to. 
Qt.    Mr.  W.  Long,  Mr.  T.  L.  CorbeU  ; 
At.  .Mr.  Bryoe,  Aug.  1,  1080,  lOM. 
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Portmagee 

Jostioe   of   the   Peace,   Appointment    yt. 
Proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    Boland:    A.    lb.   Bryoe, 
Aug.  3,  1696,  1696. 

Portsmoiith  Water  BiU 

I.   Royal  Aasent.  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Po«tmatter-G«aeral 

Bt.  Hon.  8.  Bujitm. 

Post  Office 

PortnKMter-Oeneroi,— Rt.  Hon.  S.  Bnxton. 

For  partionlar  places,  «ee  their  namet. 

Blind    Persons,    Postage    on    Literature 
for. 
Q.      Mr.    Buckmaster;      A.     Mr. 
Bnzton.  Jtrfy  30,  466. 

Circulars,   Regniations  as  to  Special  De- 
liveries of. 
Q.   Mr.  Da  Cros ;   A.   Mr.  Buxton, 
Aug.  4,  1794,  1796. 
Inland  Poet  Amendment  (No.  4)  Warrant, 
Presented,  Jvly  27,  3,  60. 

Mail  Seryice 

Canada — Decision  as  to  Moyille. 
Q.  Marquess  of  Hamilton ;  A.  Mr. 
Bnxton,  July  31,  708. 

Indian  new  Contract,   Time      Table 
for. 

Q.     Mr.     Laidlaw;     A.     Mr. 
Buxton,  July  31,  708. 

Mail     Van     Contracts,     Conditions     of — 
Result  of  Inquiry. 
Q.    Mr.  Ashley;    A.    MJr.  Buxton, 
July  31,  708. 

Penny  Postage  to  United  States,  Reason 
for  Refusal  of  Proposab  as  to. 
Q».   Mr.  Morton;   At.  Mr.  Buxton, 
.411^.  2, 1384. 

Post  Cards,  Penalty  for  affixing  Stamps 
to  back  of. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  A.  Mr.  Bnxton, 
July  30,  430,  431. 

Postmen  —  Inspectorship  of  Telegraph 
Messengers,  tee  unoer  Telegraph  Ser- 
vice. 

Report  Presented,  July  31,  699,  072. 

Sunday  Duty,  Pay  for. 
Q.    Mr.   Steadman;    A.    Mr.   Buxton, 
Aug.  2,  1330. 
Towns  on  Cambrian   Railway,   Improre- 
ment  of  Facilities  for,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    Rees;     A.     Mr.    Bnxton, 
Aug.  3,  1683,  1684. 

Travelling    Letter    Sorters — Compensation 
paid  to  Ifr.    Winskill    by    Railway 
Company. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Bnxtoo, 
Attg.  1,  1036. 


SESSION  1906.  [For— Pri 

July  21— Aug.  4. 

Fojt  Office  (Idteratnre  for  the  Blind)  Bill 

I.  2e.*  July  30,  326. 


Uniform    Contracts,     Allooation    of,    in 
Scotland. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Bryoe ;  A.  Mr.  Bnxton, 
Aug-  Z,  1366. 


Cam.,*  Rep.  and  3b.*  July  31,  610 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank 

Deficiency — Securities  held  by  National 
Debt  Commissionors,  Cost,  Valne,  etc. 
of. 

Q».  Mr.  Chiozza  Money;  As.  Mr. 
McKenna,  July  31,  683. 

Deposits,  Investment  of,  in  Erection  of 
Model  Dwellings,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Chiozza  Money ;  A.  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  July  31, 
392. 

Unclaimed  Balances,  Procedure  in  Trans- 
ferring to  dormant  Ledgers,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Field;    A.     Mr.    Buxton. 
Aug.  2,  1321,  1322. 

Withdrawals  on  Demand — Cases  of  Fraud, 
Sums  made  good,  etc. 
Qt.      Mr.    Weir,      Mr.    J.    Ward; 
As.    Mr.  Buxton,  Aug.  2,  1308. 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill 

I.    Report,*  July  30,  341. 

Com.,  Rep.  and  3b.*  July  31,  610. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Powell,  Sir  7.  S.  [Wigan] 

Trades  Disputes  BiU,  Com.,  July  27,  167, 
168;   Aug.  3,  1612,  1633. 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2b.,  Aug.  2,  1446. 

Land  Purchase— Grazing  Lands,  Delay  of 
Commissioners  in  dealing  with,  Aug.  2t 
1446. 

Trawling,  Gunboats  for  Protection  off 
Aug.  2,  1446,  1446. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agiicnltore 

Jtt.  Ho%.  Earl  CarriHglim. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education 

Bt.  Hon.  A.  BirrdL 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

St.  Eon.  D,  Uoyd-Oeorge. 
President  of  the  Local  Oovemment  Board 

Bt.  Hon.  J.  Bums. 

Prevention  of  Cormption  Bill 

;.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1789. 

Price,  Mr.  C.  £.  [Edinburgh,  Central] 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b., 
July  28,  246. 

Prisons 

For    particular    Prisons,    «ee    names  of 
places,  etc. 

Convicts  nnfit  for  Prison  Discipline,  pro- 
posals for  Dealing  with. 
Q.    Mr.  Baker ;  A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
July  30,  463. 
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Epileptic  Convicts,  Number  of  (1904-5). 
Q.    Mr.  Baker ;  A.    Ur.  Gladstone, 
July  30,  463. 

Hindustani  Interpreters  in  London  Prisons. 
Q.     Mr.  Alden  ;  A.     Mr.  Gladstone, 
Aug.  2.  1358.  1359. 
Ireland 

Medical    OflSoers,    Conditions    of   Ap- 
pointment of. 
Q.     Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.     Mr.  Bryco, 
July  30,  439. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  820 ;  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Scotland,  Vote  for,  July  31,  819 ;  Aug.  1, 
1072. 

Unprodootive  Labour  Machines  in  use. 

Q.    Mr.  Hay;  A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 

July  28,  216. 
Q.    Mr.    Hay;    A.    Mr.    Sinclair, 
July  28,  218,  219. 

Vote  for,  July  31, 819 ;  Aug.  1, 1072. 


Pablie  Aooonnti  Committee 

Report  Presented,  July  31,  728. 

Pablio  Slaughter  Honset  Bill 

I.  2b.*  July  31,  603. 

Pablio  Works  Loans  Bill 

c.  iB.*  July  30,  476. 

2ii.  July  31,  877. 

Com.,  Rep.*  and  3b.,  Aug.  1,  1137. 
/.  lB.»  Aug.  2,  1179. 

2b.  and  3b.  Aug.  3,  1468. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Division  on  Second  Reading  Challenged. 
O.    Mr.  Speaker,  July  31,  879. 

Local  Loans  Fond  Assets,  Loans  proposed 
to  be  Remitted  from — Statement 
Ordered  and  Presented,  July  27,  60. 

Resolution  in  Committee,  July  31,  880 — 
Reported  Aug.  1,  U37.  1176. 

ftueen  Victoria  Memorial 

See  under  title  Mall  to  Charing  Cross. 

Qnestioni 

Answers,  Repetition  of,  July  28,  221. 
Notice  to  be  given  of,  July  28,  213. 

Speech  may  not  be  made  during  Time  for, 
Aug.  1,  1046. 

Unasked  Question  containing  Allegations, 
Right  to  put  on  the  Paper. 
Q.  .Mr.     J.     O'Connor;     A.    Mr. 
Speaker,  July  30,  474. 

Ouilty 

Postal  and  Telegraph  Facilities,  Improve- 
ment of,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.  Halpin;  A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
July  31,  725. 

Railways 

!     Accidents — Date  of  Issuing  Return  for  1006. 
Q.     Mr.    Boll;    A.    Mr.    Kearley,   July 
^  31,e»\,  682. 
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July  27— Aug.  4. 

Bailways— «w»<. 

Carriage  Doors,  Improvements  in  Fasten- 
ing, propcned. 
Q.    Sir  W.   BuU;  A.    Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Aug.  2,  1380. 

Hours  of  Labour  of  Railway  Servaata— 
Report  by  Board  of  Tr»de 

Date  of  Presenting. 

Q.    Mr.  BeU:i4.     Mr.  KeaHey. 
July  31,  681. 

Presented,  Aug.  2,  1179,  1320. 

Ireland 

Bnrtonport  Railway,  see  that  title. 

Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into 

Administration  of,  Constitntioo  of. 

O*.    Mr.    W.    Long,     Avg.    2, 

1437-1439;     Mr.    Btyce, 

1461. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  810  ;  Aug.  1,  1070. 

Returns   for    1905   and   Report    thereon. 
Presented,  July  30,  286,  406. 

Raphael,  Mr.  H.  H.  [Derbyshire,  S.] 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill — Committee  of 
Inquiry,  proposals  as  to,  July  30,  462. 


£aphoe 

Orange  Disturbance,  Information  as  ta 

Q.     Mr.  McVeigh;  A.     Mr.   Bryce, 
July  30,  417. 

Rasch,  Major  Sir  F.  C.  ['"helmsf^.rd] 

Army  personn-l.  Reduction  of — Reaervistj 
connected  with  Disbanded  Regiments, 
July  30,  444. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  3b. 
July30,BStt,BSil. 

Rateable  Hereditaments 

Return  Presented,  July  30, 288. 
Rates 

Amendment  of  Law  as  to  Partionlam  given 
on  Demand  Note,  etc,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Rees ;   A.    Mr.  Bums,  Aug. 
3,  1691,  1592. 

Rathkeale 

Post  Office,  New,  Erection  of,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.    O'Shaughsessy ;     A.    Mr. 
Buxton.  July  30,  474. 

Rawlinson,  Mr.  J.  F.  P.  [Cwnbridge   Uni- 
versity] 

Trade  Disputes  BUI,  Com.,  July  27,  176, 
Aug.  3, 1646, 1646. 1698. 

Rea,  Mr.  W.  R.  [Scarborough] 

Merchant  Shipping — ^Light  Does,  proposals 
for  Reducing,  July  30,  464. 

Reay,  Lord 

Education  (En«M<i  *nd  Wales)  Bill.  2b. 
Aug.  2,  I30a 

Record  Office,  Ireland 
Vote  for,  Jtify^i,  814; 
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Juli/  27— Aug.  4. 

Beddy,  Mr.  M.  [Kings  County,  Birr.l 

Constabulary  Reductions,  Proposals  as  to, 

JiUff  31,  722. 
Shinrone  Police  Force,  Strength  of — Duties 
of  Head  Constable,  etc.,  Jti^^i,  721. 


[Bed— Ren 


Redmond,  Hr.  J.  E.  [Waterford] 

Antumn   Session,   Business   to   be    taken 

during,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1068. 
Belfast    Dock    Accommodation — Offer    of 
Messrs.  Harland  and  Wolff,  etc.,  Aug. 
2.  1377. 
Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  July  30, 

476. 
Canab  Conunissionjrish  Representation  on> 
July  30, 464. 

Constabulary  Reductions,  proposals  as  to, 
July  31.  723. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  3b> 
July  30, 490-496. 

Local  Government  Board  Officials,  In- 
formation given  in  Return  as  to,  July 
31,  718. 

Bedmond,  Kr.  W.  H.  K  [Clare,  K] 

Colonial  Marriages  Bill,  2b.  July  30, 684. 

Gun  Licence,  Reason  for  Refusal  of,  to  Mr- 

T.  Flanagan,  July  30,  434. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill, 

Con.,  July  30,  586-688,  689. 

Tobacco  Cultivation  in  Ireland — Result  of 
Negotiations,  July  30, 443. 

Bees,  Mr,  J.  D.  [Montgomery  Boroughsl 

Africa,  Central — ^Legislative  Council  in 
British  Protectorate,  July  30, 453. 

Africa,  South — British  Indians,  Statut  of, 
Aug.  2,  1346. 

Baghdad  Railway 

Importance  of  Retaining  Control  of, 
Aug.  2,  1419,  1420. 

Information  as  to.  Progress  made  with, 
Aug.  4,  1812,  1813. 

eylon  Pearl  Fisheries,  Conditions  of 
Leasing,  Allegations  against  Sir  W. 
Ridgway,  eta,  Aug.  2,  1418. 

China  Customs 

Changes  in  Administration  of,  Aug.  2, 
1418,  Aug.  3,  1684. 

European  Control  over,  Aug.  4,  1812. 
Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill,  2e. 
Aug.  2, 1418. 

India 

Army — AUesed  Assault  on  Sergeant 
Maxwell  by  natives,  Aug.  2, 1360. 

Bengal — Surma  Valley,  Assessment  of 
Tea  Land  in,  .^u;.  2,  1360. 

^Totton  Cultivation  in — ^Tabling  Corres- 
pondence with  British  Cotton 
Growing  Association,  proposed, 
Aug.  2,  134 
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Bees,  Mr.  J.  Ti.—emt. 

India — eont. 

Country  Spirit,  Result  of  Investigation 
into,  Aug.  2,  1350. 

Madras  Estates  Land  Bill,  Provisions 
of,  July  28, 207. 

Macedonian  Budget  Deficit,  Proposals  for 
Meeting,  Out  of  Increased  Turkish 
Customs  Duties,  Aug.  4,  1812. 

Mines  in  Wales — Appointment  of  Inspectors 
having  a  Knowledge  of  (he  Welsh 
Language,  proposed,  Aug.  1,  1122, 
1123. 

Rates — Amendment  of  Law  as  to  Par- 
ticulars given  on  Demand  Note,  etc., 
proposed,  Aug.  3,  1691. 

Rifle  Ranges,  Provision  ot,  for  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Aug.  3,  1601. 

Towns  on  Cambrian  Railway,  Improve- 
ment of  Postal  Facilities  for,  proposed, 
Aug.  3,  1583. 


Transvaal 

British  Indians  in.  Disabilities  of, 
Aug.  2,  1418 ;   Aug.  4,  1813. 

Maddison,  Rev.  0.,  Assault  on — Mea- 
sures taken  for  Protection  of 
White  People,  etc.,  Aug.  2, 1347. 

Turkey — Customs  Duties  on  British  Goods, 
Increase  of  3  Per  Cent.  Conditions  to 
be  Imposed  by  Great  Britain,  etc., 
Aug.  1,  1418. 

Beformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 

Vote  for.  July  31.  819 ;  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Begent  Street 

Quadrant,  Decision  as  to  Design  for  Re- 
building. 
Q.  l£.  Straus;    A.  Mr.  McKenna, 

July  30,  471. 
Q.  Mr. Fell;  A.  Mr. McKenna, y^u;. 
2, 1369. 

Begistrar-Oeneral 

Office  of.  Vote  for.  July  31,  813 ;  'Aug.  1, 
1071. 

Begistrar-Oeneral's  Office 

Ireland— Vote  for,  July  31,  814 ;  Aug.  1, 
1071. 

Scotland— Vote  for,  July  31,  814 ;  Aug.  1, 
1071. 

Bemnant,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Knsbury,  Holbom] 
Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  3b., 

July  30,  536,  537. 
Police,  Metropolitan,  Weekly  Day  of  Rest, 

for,  proposed,  Aug.  1,  1121. 

Bendall,  Mr.  A.  [Gloucester,  Thombury] 
Tormarton  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement 
of,  proposed,  July  31,  707. 
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Besene  Homes 

Non-inspected,  Nnmber  cf  Girls  sent 
Jonsdiotion  of  Home  Office,  etc. 
Q».  Mr.    Wedgwood,    Mr.    T.     L. 
Corbett;     As.  Mr.    GUdstono, 
July  31,  708. 

BevAnae  Bill 

I  iB.*  Jvly  27,  3. 
2b.*  JiUj/  30,  33a 
3b.*  July  31.  610. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790k 

Bevenae  and  Expenditure 

Interception  of  Bevenne — Betom  proposed, 
(1904-1907). 
Q.  Mr.    Bowles;     A.  Mr.    Mo- 
Kenna,  Aug.  1,  1039,  1040. 

Return  Ordered,  Avg.  2,  1321. 

Bhodesia 

Southern — Order  Applying  Colonial    Pro- 
bates Act,  Preaented,  Aug.  3,  1402, 
I58a 

Bibbletdale,  Lord 

Education  (BIngland  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2.  1287. 

Jjaundries,  Inspootion  of — Amendment  of 
Factories  Act,  proposed,  Julif  27,  26. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (1808) 
Amendment  Bill  2b.,  Aug.  3,  1470, 
1471.  1572-1574. 

Bichardf.  Mr.*  T.  [Monmouthshire,  W.] 
Mines 

Eight  Hours  Day  in — Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  Question  of,  Aug.  I, 
1112-1114. 

Inspection,  Necessity  fcr  Inquiry  into 
Present  System,  Aug.  i,  1 1 13. 

Biohardi,  Mr.  T.  P.    [Wolverhampton,  W.] 
Factory  Inspectors 

Class  of  Persons  Appointed,  Lack  of 
Practical  Knowlodge,  eto.,  Aug.  1, 
1123. 

Women  Inspectors,  Increase  in  Number 
of,  proposed,  Aug.  1, 1124. 

Biohardion,  Mr.  A.  [Nottingham.  S.] 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com..  Aug.  1, 1167. 

Bichmond  Park 

Motors,  Speed  RMulations  for. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason;   A.  Mr.  Haroonrt, 
July  31,  710 ;  Aug.  2   137a 

Roads,  Condition  of— Provision  of  Motor 
Rollers,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Bonlton;   A.  Mr.  Haroonrt, 
July  31.  709. 

Biekett,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Yorks.  W.  R..  Osgoldcrow] 
Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3, 174& 

Bidley,  YiMonnt 

r  Laundries,  Inspection  of — Amendment  of 
j|g|FMtoi  ie«  Aot,  proposed,  /«^  27, 26. 
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Bifle  Bangles 

Auxiliary  Forces,  Provision  for. 
Q.'  Mr.  Reee;   A.    Mr.  Haldane.  Aug. 
3,  1601. 

Bipon,  Biahop  of 

Education  (Ekig^d  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b.. 
Aug.  1,  1008. 

Bipon,  MarqnoM  all— Lord  Privy  SeaL 

Btuinees  of  tiie  House,  Ooniao  of,  Aug.  i, 
1678. 

Crown  Lands  Bill,  Com..  Aug.  1.  1020. 

Deanery  of  Manchester  Bin,  2b.,  July  30, 
401. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  3,  1662. 

Committee  Stage,  Date  of  Taking,  Aug. 
3. 1671,  1672. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  StaBa  Bill,  Cowt., 
July  30,  331. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  July  30, 
304,  396. 

Conunons*  Amendts.  to  Lords* 
Amendts.  Con-,  Aug.,  2. 1180. 

Time  allowed  for  Oonsidenttion  of 
Commons'  Amendts.  to  Lords' 
Amendts.,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1180. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Aot  (1896) 
Amendment  Bill,  2b.,  Aug.  3.  1574. 

Orange  River  Colony,  Self-Govenuneat  for. 
Postponement  of,  July  31.  666. 

Transvaal 

Natives,  Franchise  for — Terms  of 
Treaty  of  Vereeniging,  etc,  JiUy 
31,  6M. 

Self-Govemment  Proposals — Terms  of 
New  Constitution,  July  31.  662- 
667. 

Biti  Hotel.  Limited,  Bill 

,  I  Royal  Assent.,  Aug.  4.  1701. 

Beberti,  Mr.  C.  H-  [Linoohi] 

Liquor  Licences,  Refusal  of — Basis  of 
Estimating  Compensation,  Aug.  2, 
1369. 

Bol»ertl^  Mr.  G.  H.  [Norwich] 

Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  Hours  of  Duty 
of,  July  31,  706. 

Bobertt,  Mr-  J.  H.  [Denbighshire,  W.] 

Beer  Duty,  Revenue  from — Effect  of  Oon- 
sumpti6n  of  Lighter  Beers,  etc,  July 
31,  704. 

Indian  Excise  Administration — Fkxjposals 
as  to  Circulating  Committee  Report, 
et«.,  July^l,  697. 

Bebertaon,  Lord 

F^ucaticm  (England  and  Wales)  BilU2B., 
Aug.  2.  1292.;- 
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Bobertaon,    Bt    Hon.    E.— 'Secretory  to  the 
Admiralty  [Chmdeo] 
Admiralty 

Granite   Coatraots,   Speoifications  in, 

Ang.  3,  1602. 
Jam  Contcaots 

Amount  Condemned,  eto.,  Aiig.  S, 
1342. 

Provision  as  to  good  Fruit,  etc., 
A'Mg.  3.  1603.      . 

Battleships 

Cost  of — Proportion  paid  in  Wages, 
etc.,  July  31,  073. 

"  Lord  Nelson "  Ship  to  be  named, 
July  27,  66. 

Bermuda  old  Floating  Dook,  Ships  Docked 
in  since  1902,  etc.,  July  30,  412. 

Canteens 

Portsmouth  Committee,  Alleged  At- 
tempt to  Cker-ride  Decision  of, 
Aitg.  1,  103S. 

System — Decisicm  as  to  Inquiry,  Aug. 
2,  1344. 


Canard,  etc.,  Liners  Subsidised  by  Ad- 
miralty, Provision  of  Oons,  etc.,  for, 
Jvly  28,  209. 

Estimates — Surpluses  on  one  Vote  applied 
to  meet  Excesses  on  other  Votes,  JiUy 
30.  670. 

Expenditure— Rednotion,  Proposals  as  to, 
July  27,  70,  71. 

Gunnery  Practice — Alleged  Waste  of  Am- 
munition by  Sheemess  Division,  Aug. 
2.  1344. 

Hague  Conference,  Question  of  Reduction 
of  Armaments  to  be  Submitted  to — 
Effect  of  on  British  Ship  Building 
Programme,  Jvly  27,  li,  72. 

Meat,  Tinned,  Regulations  for  Serving  out, 
Aug.  2,  1342. 

"  Montagu  "  Salving  Operations 

Casualties  involved   in,  etc.,  Aug.  2 
1342,  1343. 

Cost  of,  July  28,  208 

"  Renown,"  Date  of  reconverting  into 
Battloehip,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1043. 

Rosyth  Water  Supply,  Arrangements  for, 
July  28,  208. 

Rush  Coastguard  Station  Passage,  Public 
Right  of  Way  through,  Aug.  4,  1800. 

Shipbuilding 

Distribution  of  Work  between  Private 

and  Government  Yards,  July  27, 

71,  119. 
Expenditure  under  Original,  and  under 

Revised  Programme,  July  27,  60, 

70. 

German    Naval    Shipbuilding      Pro- 
gramme, Aitg.  3,  1694. 
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July  27 — Aug.  4. 

Bobertson,   Bt  Hon  E.—eont. 

Shipbuilding— «ore<. 

Information  as  to  Date  of  building 
Certain  Battleships,  Aug.  3,  1594. 

New  Construction,  Provision  for, 
July  27,  67,  68. 

Programme  1906-7,  July  27,  69,  70-72. 

Programme  for  1907-8,  July  27,  72. 

Statement,  July  27,  67-75. 

Workmen  employed  in  Confined 
Spaces,  Extra  Pay  given  to, 
Aug.  2,  1346. 

Strength,  Reduction  in.  Proposals  as -to — 
Responsibility  of  Sea  Lords,  etc., 
July  27,  69,  72-75,  76,  108. 

Tonnage — Comparison  with  Foreign 
Countries,  Aug.  2,  1341. 

Torpedo-boat  Destroyers 

Parent  Ship,  Proposals  as  to  laying 
down  early  in  the  Year,  July  27, 
71. 

Turbine  Machinery,  Provision  of, 
Aug.  4,  1799,  1800. 

Torpedo  Boats,  Age,  Armament,  etc.,  of, 
Aug.  2,  1343. 


Bobertran,  Kr-    J.    X.    [Northumberland, 
Tyneside] 

Army,  Ammunition — Difference  between 
Marks  IV..  V.,  and  VI.,  Quantities 
Manufactured,  etc.,  July  30,  446. 

Egypt 

Attack  on  British  Officers. 

Cause  of — Rumours  as  to  Political 
I  Unrest  among  Natives,  etc., 

'  Aug.  4,  1822, 1825. 

Findlay,  Mr.,  Terms  of  Despatch 
sent  by,  etc.,  Aug.  4,  1826, 
1827,  1833. 

Sentences  on  Natives,  Aug.  4, 1826. 

British  Garrison — Strength,  Cost,  etc., 
July  30,  467. 

European     Officials     in     Service     of 
Government,  July  30,  457. 

Pilgrims  to  Mecca,   Arrangements  for 
j  Conveyance  of,  Aug.  2,  1364.  < 

South  African  War  Claims— Case  of  Dr. 
Chiveibaoh,  July  30,  456. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  .in;,  i,  1168. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour,  Repatriation — 
Effect  on  Employment  of  White 
Labour,  Aug.  4,  1821. 

Tripoli — Delimitation  of  Frontier,  pro- 
posed, Aug.  2, 1363. 

BolMK>n>  Sir  W.  8.—3olieUor-aener(U     [South 
Shieklsl 

lidacation  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  '3b., 
July  30,  614-621. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1783. 
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Eoohe.  Mr.  A.  [Cork] 
Cork  Post  Office 

Telegraph'  Department 

Overseers,  Duties  of,  Aug.  2,  1379, 
Staff  required  in,  Aug.  2,  1380. 

Telephone  Department  Vacancies, 
Method  of  Appointing  to, 
Aug.  2,  1380. 

Socliegter,  Chatham,  and  Strood  Oas  Bill 

{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Bon  Lodge  Eststte 

Townlands,  Applications    from  Residents 
in — Procedure   in  registering  Area  as 
tongested,  etc. 
Qi.  Mr.  Hazleton;    At.  Mr.  Bryce, 
July  30,  430  437. 

Koyal  Commigsious 

Cost  of,  etc. 

Qa.    Mr.  Hay ;    A*.    Sir  H..  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  J^dy  28,  219,  220. 

HnncillUUl,  Xr.  W.,  ParUmentary  Secretary, 
Local  Government  Board  [Dewsbury] 
Crete  Reform  proposals,  Detaib  of,  Jvly 
30,  467. 

Diplomatic   and   Consular  Service 

Commercial  Experience  of  Candidates 
for  ConsuW  Appointment»,  July 
30,  458. 

Strengthening  Consular  Service,  pro- 
posals as  to,  July  30,  4S9. 

Egypt 

British  Qarrison — Strength,  Cost,  etc., 
July  30,  458. 

European  Officials  in  Service  of 
Qovemment,  July  30,  457. 

Russo-Japanese  War  —  British  Vessels 
seiised  by  Russian  Cruisers,  Progress 
of  Negotiation  for  Settlement  of  Claim 
for,  Jidy  28,  214. 

\  enezuelan  Surtax,  proposa's  for  Removal 
of,  July  28,  213. 

Bosh 

Coastguard  Station  Passage,  Public  right 
of  Way  through. 
Q.    Mr.     Clancy;         A.    Mr.     E. 
Robertson,  Aug.  4,  1800. 

Bnsso- Japanese  War 

British  Vessels  seized  by  Russian  Cruisers 
— Progress  of  Negotiations  for  Settle- 
ment of  Question.  - 
Q.    Mr.  C.  Hay;    A.    Mr.  Runci- 
man,  July  28,  214. 

Bonell,  Earl 

Lcckhampton  Hill  Right  of  Way  Dis- 
turbance— Sentence  on  Barrett,  etc., 
July  30,  327. 
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BusselL  Mr.  T.  W.  [Tyrone,  S.] 

Antrim  Magistracy,  Religious  and  Political 

Opinions  of,  Aug.  1,  1066- 
Fowney — Cattle  Maiming  Outrage,  Reason 

for,  Aug.  J.  1054,  1055. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Irelaad)  Bill, 

Con.,  July  30,  686,  589,  692,  594,  695. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  116a 

Eutherford,  Mr.W.  W. [liverpool,  W.Derby] 

Army,  and  Navy  Expenditure — Siirpluses 
on  one  Vote  applied  to  meet  Excesses 
on  other  Votes,  July  30, 670,  571,  674, 
676,  578,  582. 

Bathei^len   Burgh  Order  Confinaation 

I.  3b.  July  31,  598,  602. 

c.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  Aug.  1,  1024. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

BnthTen  Estate 

M'Loughlin,   P.   Reinstatement  Claim   of. 
Q.    Mr.   T.   Smyth;      A.    Mr.   Bryce, 
Aug.  2;  1373,  1374. 

St  Andrews 

University — D^rees  in  Agriculture,  etc.. 
Regulations  as  to.  Presented,  July  31, 
699,  671. 

St.  Asaph,  Bishop  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bin,  Ss., 
Aug.  1,  986. 

St  John's  (Westminster)    Improvement 

BiU 

c.    Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  27,  67. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

St  Paneras  Electricity  Bill 
I.  3e.»  July  21,  1. 

e.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  31,  668. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,   1793. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  liqaors  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Con.  and  3b.,  Jidy  30,  684. 
I.  iB.*  July  31,  609. 

Salisbury,  Marquess  of 

Calender    of    Manuscripts    Preserved      at 
Hatfield  House — Presented,      Aug.  3, 
1462,   1580. 
Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2it. 

•    Aug.  1,  1000;    Aug.  3,  1491. 
House  of  Lords  Offices 

Report  of  Select  Committee,  Post- 
ponement of  Consideration  of, 
proposed,  Aug.  3,   1475. 

Rooms  proposed  to  be  given  over  to 
Commons,  Aug.  3,  1475. 

Local   Government  (Ireland)   Act   (1898) 

Amendment  BiU,  2b.,  Aug.  3,   1470, 

1573. 
Marrta^  with  Foreigners  Bill,  2k.,  July  31, 

609. 
PubUc  Works  (Loans)  Bill,  2b.  Aug.    3, 

1468. 
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Salter,  Xr.  C.  [Hampshire,  Basingstoke] 

Army — Deoision  in  case  of  Mr.  Bremner, 
Aug.  1,  1042. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com. ,  Jvly  27. 137-140. 
■  "      Aug.  3.  1663,  1676,  1677,  1740, 
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Samael,    Xr.  H.  L.    Vnder-Seeretary,   Homt 
Offiee  [Yorkshire,  Cleveland] 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts., 
Con..  Aug.  2,  1432. 

Sandhorit,  Lord 

Transvaal 

Civil  Servants,  Position  of,  under  new 
Constitution,  July  31,  633. 

SeU-Govemment  Proposals — Terms  of 
new   Constitution,    July   31, 
632-636. 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  Work  of, 
July  31,  632-635. 

Saaaoon,  Sir  £.  A.  [Hythe] 

China — Anhui  Mining  Trial  Contract,  Pro- 
gress made  with,  Aug.  1, 1035. 

Savings  Bank 

Poet  Offioe,  <ee  Post  Office  Savings  Bank. 

Scientific  Investigation 

Vote  for,  July  31,  823 ;  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Scotland 

Seeretary  for — Et.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair. 

Lord  Advocate— Rt.  Hon.  T.  Shaw. 

Solieitor-Oeneral — Mr.  A.  Urc. 

Bee  alto  names  of  jUaces, 

Agricultural  Holdings    below    £60  annual 
Value. 
Q».     Mr.    Mitchell-Thomson ;     As. 
Mr.  Sinclair,  Aug.  1,  1061. 

Central  Administrative  Board,  Inquiry  into 
working  of,  proposed. 

Os.  Mr.  M.  Ferguson,  Aug.  2,  1455  ; 
Mr.  Morton,  1455,  1450;  Mr. 
Sinclair,   1467,   1468. 

Church   Property  Dispute — Date  of   pre- 
senting Commission   Report. 
Q.     Sir    T.    Olen-Coits;    A.     Mr. 
Sinclair,  July  28,  207. 

Crofters,  etc..  Commission,  Vote  for, 
July  31,  819 ;  Aug.  1,  1072. 

Education,  see  Education,  Scotland. 

Fisheries,  see  under  tide  Fisheries. 

Gyimies,  «ee  thai  tille. 

Secretary  for.  Vote  for  Office  of,  Jtdy  31, 
814  ;  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Scott,  Sir  8.  E.  [Maryfebone.  W.] 

Coldstream  Guards  Third  Battalion — De- 
oision as  to  sending  to  Egypt,  July  30, 
446. 
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Sea  Fisheries  (Scotland)  (Application  of 
Penalties)  Bill 
e.   lB.«  J«/y  31,  729. 

Sears,  Kr.  J.  R  [Cheltenham] 

Leckhampton  Hill  Right  of  Way  Dis- 
turbance— Sentences  inflicted,  etc, 
Aug.  3,  1604. 

Madras  Government  Architect — Regulation 
as  to  private  work,  etc.,  Jtdy  30, 
413. 

Seavems,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Lambeth,  Brixton] 
Vaccination  Exemption  Certificates — Case 
of  Mr.  H.  Farrow,  July  27, 63. 

Secret  Service 

Vote  for,  July  31,  813  ;  Auj.  1,  107L 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 

St.  Hon.  Earl  of  Elgin. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs 

St.  Hon.  Sir  E.  Orey. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment 

A.  HoA.  H.  aiadst<m«. 

Secretary  of  State  for  India 

J2(.  Hon.  J.  MorUy. 

t 

Secretary  for  Scotland 

St.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War 

m.  Hon.  S.  B.  Haldane. 

Seddon,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Lancashire,  S.W.,  New- 
ton] 

Widnes,  Alleged  Interferonoe  with  Right  of 
Public  Meeting,  Aug.  4,  1843. 

Seely,  Ml^or  J.  E.  B.  [Liverpool,  Abercromby] 
Consolidated   Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill 
2b.,  Aug.  i,  1382,  1393. 

Dofonce  of  the  Empire. 

Committee. 

Constitution  of,  Aug.  2,  1382, 
1383. 

Leader  of  the  Opp3sition  to  sit 
on,  proposed,  Aug,  2,  1393. 

Party  Element,  Necessity  for 
Elimination  of,  Aug.  2,  1384- 
1386. 

Military  Policy  of  the  Country,  Neoes- 
tity  for  Reform  in,  Aug.  2,  1384, 
1385,  1386. 

Representatives  from  the  Colonies 
and  India,  proposed,  Aug.  2, 
1383,   1384. 

Merchant  Seamen's  Wages,  Remission  of 
Charge  on  Sending  from  Foreign 
Ports,  proposed,  July  31.  710  ;  Aytg.  2, 
1354,   1361. 
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Seely,  Hajor  J.  E.  B.— «>»«. 

Militia — Lanoashire  Royal  Field  Artillery, 
Efficiency  of,  Aitg.  3,  1001. 

Traiuvaal,  Chineae  Labourers,  Murden  by> 
during  First  Six  Months  of  Year,  Au^. 
2.  1347. 

Servia 

Diplomatic  Relations  with,  Conditions  of 
Renewing  by  Great  Britain. 
Q.    Mr.     Bottomley;    A.    Sir    E. 
Grey,  Aug.  2.  1362. 

Stutokleton,     ICr.    D.    [Lancashire,     N.E., 
Clitheroe] 

Factories  —  Time-cribbing,  Necessity  for 
Dealing  itith,  Aug.  1, 1115, 1116,  1117. 

Shuttles  made  of  West  African  Wood, 
Danger  to  Weavers  using.  Information 
as  to,  Aug.  1,  1116. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  2b.,  Jvly  31,  868 ;  Com., 
Aug.  i.TlSl,  1161. 

I'rade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Jvly  27,  168, 
193-195;  Ang.  3,  1633,  1667, 
1682-1684,  1701,  1716, 1761-1763. 

Committee  Stage,  Proposals  as  to 
Completing,  Jnlif  27,  203;  Avg. 
2,  1382. 

Worsthome  Council  School,  Proposals  for 
Closing,  Aug.  3,  1588. 

Shaw*  Bt  Hon.  T.— Lord-Advocate  [Hawick 
Burghs] 

Dunblane— Powers  of  Police  to  Deal 
with  Loiterers,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1062; 
Aug.   2,   1373. 

Fatal  Accidents  and  Sudden  Deaths  In- 
quiry (Scotland)  Bill,  Con.,  July  28, 
278,  279,  280,  283,  284. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  I,  1164, 
1166,  im,  1170. 

Sheehan,  Mr.  B.  D.  [Cork  County,  Mid.] 

Ballincollig  Canteen — Decision  as  to  Con- 
tracts of  Canteen  and  Mess  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  Ltd.,  July  30,  449. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts., 
Con.,  Aug.  1,  1141. 

Sheop 

Louping-iU    Hid    Braxy,    Result    of   In- 
quiry into,  etc. 
03.    Duke  of  Northumberland,  Earl 
Carrington,  July  30,  328,  329. 

Sheep  Scab 

Outbreaks  in  Gloucestershire. 
Q.    Mr.    Essex;    A.    Sir   E.    Stracbey, 
July  31,  686. 

Shimna  Biver 

Fishery  Bights— Claim  of  Earl  of  Anneeley, 
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Q».    .  Mr.     MacVeagh ;     At. 
Brycc,  July  31,  718,  719. 


Mr. 


Police  Force,  Strength  of— Duties  of  Head 
Constable,  etc 

Q.    Mr.    Beddy:    A.    Ur.    Bryce, 
July  31.  721, 

Shoebnry 

Firing  Practice,  Dangers  of— Inqniiy  into 
^Edgar"  Case. 

Q.    Mr.  Whitehead;  A.     Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Aug.  2,   1345. 

Shop  Hours  Act 

Orders  under.  Presented,  Aug.  1,  882,  10S5. 

Shropshire,  Worcestershire,  and  Stafford- 
shire Electric  Power  Bill 

c  Con.*  July  27,  67. 

3b.»  July  31,  668. 
I.  Commons'  Aipendts.  Con.*  July  31,  507. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Siberia 

British  Consuls,  Appointment  of,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.    Mr.    Fell;    ^4.    Sir    E.    Grey 
July  31,  703. 

Simon,  Kr.  J.  A.  [Essex,  Waltbunstow] 

Income  Tax  Repayment  dainu.  Arrange - 
menta  for  Dealing  with,  Aug.  2,  1335. 

Motor  of  Portuguese  Minister,  Colbskm  of, 
with  Bicyck — Waiving  Diplomatic  Im- 
munity to  permit  of  Prosecaticm  of 
Chauffeur,  proposed,  July  31,  676. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1738- 
1740. 

Sinclair,  Bt  Hon.  J.— Secretary  lor  SeaOmd 
[Forfarshire] 
Administrative  Boards,  Working  of,  Aug. 

2,  1467,  1468. 

Agricultural  Holdings  below  £60  Annual 
Value,  Aug.  1,  1051. 

Agriooltnral  Department  for  Scotland, 
Proposals  as  to  Establishment  of, 
July  28,  265. 

Blairgowrie  Milk — Powers  of  Commission- 
ers to  take  away  Water  Storage,  Aug. 

3.  1606. 

Church  Property  Dispute — Date  of  Present- 
ing Commission  Report,  July  28,  207. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Land  Purchased 
by.  Price  paid,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1323. 

Consolidated  Fund  Appropriation  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2,  1466. 

Dunblane  Cathedral — Effect  of  Vesting  ia 
Commissioner  of  Works,  July  31,  712. 

Education — Secondary  and  Technical 
Schoob,  Information  as  to,  Aug,  3, 
1587. 

Estimates,  Time  allowed  for  DiacuaBiae  d, 
Aug.  2.  1467. 

German  Gipsies,  Nuisance  cauaed  by,  July 
28,  210. 
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Sinelair,  BtHon.  J,—eont. 

Gonrook  Town  Council — Method  of  raising 
Loan  for  Purchase  of  Land,  Aug.  J, 
1028. 

Kilsyth  Academy,  Beaaon  for  withdrawal 
of  Grant  from,  July  30,  412. 

Land  Commission  for  Scotland,  Proposals  as 
to  Establishment  of,  Jtdy  28,  266. 

Land  Commission,  Estimated  Cost  of,  Avg. 
1,  1061. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Cattle-Honsing — Number  of  Houses 
altered  in  Accordance  with  New 
Order,  Aug.  3, 1588. 

Industrial  Training  Scheme,  Applica- 
tions for  Grants  nndw,  Jvly  31, 
712. 


Sanitary     Condition,    Proposals 
Improving,  July  31,  7U. 


for 


Local  Government  Board  —  Members' 
Names,  Conditions  of  Appointment, 
etc.,  Aug.  2,  1324. 

Moray  Firth,  Protection  of,  against  Foreign 
Trawlers,  Aug.  1,  1050. 

Illegal  Trawling  Cases  Reported   by 
Commander     of     H.M.S.     "  Ring- 
dove," Aug.  3,  1688. 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b.  July 
28,  234,  249,  260. 

Prisons  —  Unproductive  Lsl)Our  Machines 
in  use,  July  28,  219. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro., 
July  28,  267-266. 

Provisions  of,  Aug.  4, 1840. 

Sutherland 

Main  Roads,  Decision  as  to  Improving, 
Aug.  1,  1061. 

Piers  and  Harbours,  Improvement,  of, 
proposed,  Aug.  2,  1372. 

Steamboat  Service  between  Lochinvar 
and  Thurso,  etc.,  proposed,  Aug. 
2, 1372. 

Vaccination  Act — Extension  of  Conscience 
Clause  to  Scotland,  proposed,  July  31, 
712. 

Sinclair  Holyhill  Estate 

Case  of  Kee  v.  Doherty,  Remarks  of  Lord 
Justice  Fitzgibbon,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.     Dodd;    A.    Mr.     Bryce, 
Aug.  3, 1686. 

Sittiiigfl  of  the  Hoose 

Saturday,  4th  August — Hour  of  Meeting. 
Q.    Mr.  Morton ;  A.    Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman,  vl«^.  /,   1069. 
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Sligo 

Sawmills  and  Joinery  Company,  Formation 
of 

Responsibility  of  Agriculture  Depart- 
ment, etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh ;     A. 
Mr.   Bryce,  July  30,  426, 
427  ;  Aug.  3,   1596. 
Trustees  of  Mr.  B.  Cochran's  Gift  of 
£10.000. 
Q.    Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh;    A. 
Mr.  Cherry,  July  31,  684. 

Sloan,  Mr.  T.E.[B«lfMt,S.] 

Army— Good  Conduct  Medal,  Conditions  of 

GranUng.  ^ii^  30,  428. 
Belfast  Post  Office  Clerical  StaS  Memorial, 
Reply  to,  Aug.  1,  1028. 

Counter  Work,  Facilities  for  Learning. 
Aug.  4.  1794. 

Overseership,  Promotion  to,  Aug.  2, 
1331. 

Postmaster's  Evidence  before  Select 
Committee  as  to  Postmen's  Wages, 
Aug.  4,  1794. 

Smoke  Nuisance,  Measures  for  Abate- 
ment of,  Aug.  2,  1331. 
Constabulary— Cast-off  Clothing,  Disposal 

of,  July  27,  06. 
Dublin       Corporatior. — Charges       against 
Councillors,    Result  of   Investigation, 
etc.,  Aug.  3,  1597. 
Education 

.  Intermediate     Board,     Parliamentary 
Control  over,  Aug.  4,  1806. 
Primal^  System,   Necessity   for   Im- 
proving, Aug.  4,  1806. 

Schools,    Non-vested — Number       Re- 
ported as  Unsanitary,  etc.,  July  30, 
443. 
Starkie,  Dr.,  Religion  of,  Aug.  1,  1067. 
Local    Government    Board    OfBcials,    In- 
formation given  in  Return  as  to,  July 
31, 718. 
Magistrates,  Appointment  of — Proportion 
of  Unionists,  July  30,  460. 

MalU 

Military  Band,  Performance  at  Em- 
pire Day  F^te  at  Jesuit  College, 
Aug.  2,  1326. 
Protestants,  Restrictions  on — Cor- 
respondence, Date  of  Tabling, 
July  30,  454,  455. 
Militia  Recruiters,  Allowance  to,   July  30, 

427. 
Natal — Church  of  England  Bishop,  Re- 
fusal of  Archbishop  to  Consecrate — 
Government  Proposals  as  to  taking 
Action,  Aug.  4,  1801. 
Ifewcastle  Foreshore,  Holder  of  Lease  of, 
Aug.  2,  1377. 

[cotU. 
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Sloan,  Mr.  T.  JL—emt. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill, 
Con.,  July  30,  588-690,  696,  596. 

Taxation — Surveyors'  Clerks,  Decision  as 
to  Position  of,  Jvly  27,  64 ;  Aug.  1, 
1038,  1039. 

WicUow  Harbonr  Works,  Allocation  of 
Contract  for,  Jvly  27, 62, 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill 

c  Intro.,  Jviy  28,  257. 
lE.*  Jvly  28,  278. 

Debate  on  Introduction  (Commons)  Jvly 
28,  257. 

Amendment  and  Extension  of  Crofters 
Acts  within  the  Crofter  Area,  268, 
259. 

Bequest  and  Assignation  of  Tenancy, 
Powers  as  to,  259. 

(ingestion.  Belief  Work  of  Crofter 
Commissioners,  259,  260,  266,  273. 

"Crofter,"  Definition  of,  269,  260, 
261,  267. 

Crofter  Tenancies,  New,  Powers  for 
Creation  of,  269,  263,  264. 

Crofters'  Acts,  Provisions  and  Machi- 
nery of,  July  28,  258,  260-262. 

Financial  Arrangements,  265. 

Grants  or  Loans,  Provisions  as  to,  204- 

Holder  of  Land  to  have  Power  to  use 
Land  for  Subsidiary  or  Auxiliary 
Occupations,  269. 

Land  Commission 

Compulsory  Powers  of  Purchase, 
Grantmg  to,  proposed,  275, 

276. 

Establishment  of,  264,  265, 275. 

Leaseholders  Admitted  to  benefits  of 
the  Act,  259,  267,  268,  271. 

Minimum  Number  of  Competent  Ap- 
plicants, Seduction  of,  259. 

Qualifying  Rental;  Limit  Raised 
from  £30  to  £50,  259,  271,  272, 
275. 

Restrictions  Limiting  Available  Land 
under  Section  13  of  Act  of  1886, 
Rentoval  of,  258. 

I^and  Commission,  Estimated  Cost  of,  etc. 
O*   Mr.  Sinclair,  Jvly  28,  265;    Mr. 

Ainsworth,  275. 
Q.      Mr.      Mitchell  -  Thomson ;       A. 

Mr.  Sinclair,  Avg.  1,  1051. 

Provisions  of 
0«.     Mr.  M.  Ferguson,  Aug.  4, 1837  ;  Mr. 
Morton,  1839,  Mr.  Sinclair,  1840. 

Smeaton,  Mr.  D.  M   [Stirlingshire] 

Kilsyth  Academy,  Reason  for  Withdrawal 
of  Grant  from,  Jvly  30,  412. 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill.  2r., 
July  28,  226. 
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Smith,  Mr.  F.  E.  [Liverpool,  Walton] 


Egypt — British  Garrison,  Proposals  for 
Reinforcement  of,  July  30,  445. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Julg  27,  189- 
193.  197;  Avg.  3,  1612,  1616.  1617. 
1716-1720,  1781-1783. 

Transvaal,  Chinese  Labourers,  Repatria- 
tion of — Amended  Notification,  In- 
telligibiHty  of,  Aug.  2,  1348. 

Smyth,  Mr.  T-  [Leitrim,  S.] 

Army  Pensions— Case  of  T.  H.  Bryson. 
Aug.  2,  1346. 

Killafee— Reinstatement  Oaim  of  D.  Ma^ 
guire,  Avg.  2,  1373. 

Leitrim  Congested  Districts — Proposals  a* 
to  holding  Royal  Commission  Sitting, 
July  31,  714. 

Lisdrumrea  Postal  Facilities,  Improvement 
of,  proposed,  Jvly  31,  725. 

Marsham  Estate  Evicted  Tenants,  R«n- 
statement  of,  July  31,  715. 

Pennyfeather  Estate  —  Reinstatement 
aaim  of  P.  Pranty,  July  31,  714. 

Ruthven  E^rtate — Reinstatement  Claim  of 
P.  McLoughlin,  Aug.  2.  1373. 

Soamei,  Mr.  A.  W.  [Norfolk,  s.] 

Artillery,  Field — Horses  required  for  Mobil- 
isation under  New  Scheme,  July  31. 
696. 

Solicitor-General 

Sir  W.  S.  Bobaoti. 

Solicitor-Oeneral  for  Ireland 

Mr.  R.  Barry. 

Solicitor-General  for  Scotland 

Mr.  A.  Ure.' 

Solicitors  Bill 

e.   Com,  Hep.  and  3r.,  July  31,  879. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

South  African  War 

Compensation  Claims. 

Chiveibaek,  Dr.,  Ca.se  of. 

Q.   Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson  ;    A.    Mr. 
Churchill,  July  30,  455. 

Policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
as  to. 
Os.  Earl  of  Elgin,  ./ti/y  ^7,  G22 ; 
Mr.    Churchill,    751  ;     Mr. 
Lyttdton,  763. 

Paul,  Mr.  H.,  Allegations  against — Personal 
Explanation  (Viscount  Halifax),  Aug. 
3,  1465. 

Stores,  etc..  Royal  Commission 

Audit  of  Accounts,  Expenditure  on. 
Q.  Mr.  Higham  ;  A.  Mr.  McKenna, 
Aug.  2,  1334. 

Report,  etc.,  Presented,  Aug.  2,  1179, 
1318, 
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Sonth-Eastem  and  London  Chatham  and 
DoTor  Sailways  Bill 

e.   3b.«  July  27,  67. 
'  I.    Commons'  Amendts.  eon."    July  30, 
285. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

South  Lincolnshire  Water  Bill 

I.  3b.*  July  27, 1. 

c.    Lords'  Amendts.  con.*  July  31,  06S. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1793. 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Bistribu- 
tion  Company  Bill 

r.   Lords'  Amendts.  eon.*  July  31,  668. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Auf.  4,  1793. 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  (Exten- 
sion of  Time)  Bill 

;.   Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Sonthwark,  Bishop  6f 

Education  (England  and  Wales  )  Bill,  2r., 
Aug.  2,  1192,  1202. 

Speaker 

Irrelevant  Observations,  July  28,  255. 

Laboorers  (Ireland)  Bill — Amendments  not 
within  the  Competence  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  Aug.  1,  1140. 

Matter  outside  scope  of  debate,  Intro- 
duction of,  Aug.  2, 1456. 

Questions,  set  that  tiUc 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  2b. —  Division 
challenged.  July  31, 879. 

Standing  Orders 
Amendment  of 
Motion  (Earl 
600-602. 
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Statute  Law  Kevision  (Scotlaad)  Bill 


of   Onslow),   July   31, 


Stanley,  Mr.  A-  L.  [Cheshire,  Eddisbury] 
House  of  Commons  Kitchen  Committee, 
Cheshire  Cheese  supplied  by,  Aug.  2, 
1370, 1371. 

Stanley  of  Alderley.  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  1,  920 ;  Aug.  2,  1199  ;  Aug.  3, 
1528. 

Staumore,  Lord 

Oylon  Irrigation  Works 

Administering,    Proposals    for,    etc., 

July  30,  324. 
Tabling      Correspondence      between 
Colonial  Office  and  the  Qovemor, 
'  proposed,  July  30,  324. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  BiL,  2r., 
Aug.  3,  1542. 

Stationery  and  Printing 

Vote  for,  July  31,  813  ;  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Statistics 

Abstract  (foreign  Countriee,  1894-1904), 
Presented,  Aug.  3, 1462, 1581. 
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/.  Com.  Rep.  and  3b.,  Aug.  1,  1022. 
e.   Lords'  Amendts.  eon.,  Aug.  2,  1382. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Steadman,  Hx.  W.  C.  [Finsbury,  Central] 
Birmingham    Housing    Committee    ».     J. 
RcSleriok,  DecL»ion  in  Case  of,  Aug.  3, 
1591. 
Post  Office 

Sunday  Duty,  Pay  for,  Aug.  g,  1330. 
Travelling  Letter  Sorters  —  Compensa- 
tion paid  to  Mr.  Winskil  by  Rail- 
way Company,  Aug.  1,  1035. 
Telegraph  Office,    Central  — Case    of 
Evershed,  Aug.  2,  1330. 

Stewart,  Mr.  H.  [Greenock] 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill ;  Intro., 
July  28,  276. 

Stibbert  Bequest 

Negotiations  with  Executors  as  to. 

Qs.  Mr.  Hay ;  As.  Sir  H.  Campbsll- 
Bannerman,  JiUy  28,  220. 

Stirling 

King's  Park— Disposil  of  Adjoining  Land 
for  Building  Purposes. 

Qs.  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Younger;  A. 
Mr.  McKenna,  Aug.  1,  1046, 
1047. 

Stobs  Camp 

84t  under  Army. 

Stomoway 

See  under  Lewis,  Island  of. 

Strachey,  SirE.  [Somerset,  S.] 

Avon  and  Stour  Conservancy  Extension — 
Proposals  as  to  Tabling  Report,  Aug.  1, 
1040  ;  Aug.  2,  1337. 

Dogs  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.,  Aug.  2, 
1459. 

Dub'.in  Ordnance  Survey  Staff- Case  of 
Mr.  J.  Pagan,  Aug.  2,  1381. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill  Regula- 
tions, Appointment  of  Committee  to 
Consider,  proposed,  Aug.  3,  1594. 

Kent   Hop   Industry,  Condition  of— Pro- 

Cls  for  Restricting  Importation  of 
ign  Hops,  etc.,  Aug.  1,  1038. 
Kew    Gardens— Plants    sent    to    Private 
Establishments  during  last  five  Years, 
Aug.  3,  1605. 
Sheep  Scab  Outbreaks  in  Gloucestershire, 

July  31,  685. 
Wye  Salmon  Fisheries — By-law  as  to  Use 
of  Drift  Net,  Aug.  2,  1371. 

Straus,  Mr.  B.  S.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Mile  Eodl 
Regent  Street  Quadrant,  Dacision  as  to 
Pesi^  for  Re-building,  JMy  3fl,  47 1 . 
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Street  Battm;  BUI 

c  2b.  July  31,  860. 

Com.  and  Rep.,  Aug.  1,  1144. 

Street  Traffic 

Traffic  Board,  Proposals  as  to — ^London 
County  Connoil  Opinion,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hay ;   A.  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  July  28,  220. 

Stnart,  Mr.  J.  [SnnderUnd] 

Census  of  Production  Bill,  2r.,  Aug.  1,  1 172. 

Factory  Inspectors,  Method  and  Conditions 
of  Appointment,  Aug.  J,  1116. 

Sallivan,  Hr.  B.  [VVestm«ath,  S  ] 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill, 
Con.,  July  30,  584,  586,  591. 

Sanunerbell,  Mr.  T.  [Sunderland] 

House  of  Commons  Kitchen  Committee 
Employees,  Information  as  to,  Aug.  1, 
1049. 

Kew  Gardens — Plants  sent  to  Private 
Establishments,  etc.,  During  last  Fiye 
Years,  Aug.  3.  1606. 

Supply 

See  atao  Army,  Nayy  and  Civil  Seryioe 
Estimates. 

Grant  out  of  Consolidated  Fund  towards 
making  good.  Com.*  July  31,  860; 
Sep.*  Aug.  1,  1137. 

Scottish  Estimates,  Inadequate  Time  Al- 
lowed for  Discussion  of. 

Ot.  Mr.  M.  Ferguson,  Aug.  i,  1464 ; 
Mr.  Morton,  1466,  1456;  Mr. 
Sinclair,  1467. 

Surreys 

Vote  for,  July  31,  810 ;  Aug.  1,  1070. 

Sntherland 

Main  Roads,  Decision  as  to  Improving. 

Q.  Mr.  Morton  j  A.  Mr.  Sinclair, 
Aug.  1,  1061. 

Piers    and    Harbours,    Improvement   of, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.    Morton;   A.    Mr.    Sinclair, 
Aug.  2,  1372. 

Steamboat  Serrioe  bet-ween  Lochinvar  and 
Thurso,  etc.,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.    Morton ;    A.  Mr.    SlncUir, 
Aug.  2,  1372. 

Sutton  Dutrict  Water  Bill 

/.  3r.*  July  30,  286. 

c.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  31,  668. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Tarbert  [Kerry] 

Process  Server  Mangan,  Duties  of,  etc. 

V.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  Bryoc, 
Aug.  4,  1798,  1799. 
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Collectors  of  Taxes,  Conditions  of  Appoint- 
ment of. 
Q.  Mr.   Bowles;    A.   Mr.    AaqniO, 
Aug.  2,  1366. 

Local  Taxation 

Licence  Duties,  etc.  (1905-6) — Retam 
ordered  and  Presented,  Aug.  2, 
1321,   1460. 


Returns   1904-6,   Presented, 
1320. 


Aug.  i. 


Surveyors'  Clwks,  Decision  as  to  Piosition 
of. 

Q».  Mr.  Sloan  As.  JSi.  McKenna, 
July  27.  64,  86 ;  Aug.  1,  1038, 
1039. 


Tay  River 

Pilots,  Conditions  of  Granting  Certificate* 
ta 
Qt.     Mr.    Wilkie,    Mr.   Joyce  ;   A*. 
Mr.  Lloyd-Geo^e,  Aug.  2,  1369. 

Tea 

Duty,  Amount  paid  under  Oonoeasion. 
Q.    Mr.  Nield;   A.   Mr.    Asquith,   July 
28,  214. 

Telegraph  Serrioe 

See  also  namet  of  placet. 

Central  Telegraph  Office 

Everahed,  Case  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Steadman     A.     Mr.  Bux- 
ton, Aug.  2.  1330,  1331. 

Supervisory  Duties,  Testing  of  Quali- 
fications for. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    BetheU;    A.     Mr. 
Buxton,  July  27,  62. 

Foreign  Written  Telegrams — Regulations 
Presented,  July  27,  W. 

Inspectorship,     Assistant,     ot    Telegraph 
Messengers,  Drill  Qualification  far. 
Q.    Mr.    Hudson;    A.    Mr.    Bux- 
ton, Aug.  2,  1365,  1366. 
Poles,  Allocatiott  of  Orders  for  Creoaoting. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  A.  Bryoe ;  A.     Mr.  Buxttnx. 
Aug.  2,  1366. 

Subsidies,  Vote  for,  July  31,  829 ;  Aug.  1, 
1073.  7 

Temporary  Commiaaioiu 

Vote  for,  Juiy  31,  837  S  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Tennant.  Xr.  H.  J.  [Berwickshire] 

Aniline  D^mng  Trade,  Regnlationa  for, 
Necessity  for  Scheduling  as  a  dan- 
gerous Trade,  etc,  Aug.  1.  1088. 

Electrical  Generating  Works,  Necessity 
for  Special  Regulations  for,  Aug.  1, 
1087,  1088. 
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Tennuit,  Mr.  H-  J.—eonii 
Factories 

File,   FtOTision  of  Means  of  Escape 

from,  Aug.  1,  1087. 
Sanitary  Condition  of  Jam,  Pickle  and 
Fruit  Preeerring  Factories,  Atfig. 
;    ^  1,  1086. 

'^  Shuttles  made  of  West  African  Wood, 

Dangerous  Nature  of  Trade,  Avg. 
1,  1088,  1089. 
Fish-onring  Indhstry,  Conditions  of  Em- 
ployment of  Women,  Aug.  1,  1086. 
Laundries,  Conditions  of  Employment^  in. 
Necessity  for   Increasing  Lispection, 
etc.,  Aug.  1.  1089. 

Terrington 

Telegraphic  Delays  at,  alleged. 
Q.    Mr.    G.    White;    A.    Mr.    Buxton, 
Jvly  30,  466. 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  [Glamorganshire,  E.] 

Navy,  Reduction  of.  Proposals  as  to,  July 
27.    103. 

ThomasBon,  Mr.  P.  [Lelo«iter] 

Bissett,  BIr.  C,  Case  of,  July  31,  676. 

Thome,  Mr.  W.  [West  Ham,  S.]' 

Death  Duties — Payments  during  last  Six 
Years,  Aug.  2,   1366. 

West  Ham 

Burgess  Roll,  Persons  entitled  to  be 
Registered  on,  Aug.  2,  1361. 

Schools — Alleged  Overcrowding  at  Her- 
mit Road  and  Star  Lane,  Jidy  30, 
468. 

Unemployed  Distress  Committee, 
Grant  to,  proposed,  Aug.  2,  1363. 

Thornton,  Mr.  P.  M.  [Olapham] 

London  Coimty  Council  Expenditure  in 
Promoting  and  Opposing  BiUs  during 
last  Six  Years,  Aug.  1,  1037  ;  Aug.  3, 
1604. 

Tibet 

Convention 

Date  of  Tabling  Ratification,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton  ;    A.  Sir  E.  Grey, 
July  31,  674. 
Presented,  Aug.  1,  882,  1026. 
Indian  Tea,  Conditions  of  Import,  etc. 
Qs.   Mr.  Laidlaw;  At.   Mr.  Morley,  i/tt^y 
31,  699. 

Tobaoeo 

Ireland,  Cultivation  in— Result  of  Nego- 
tiations. 

Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;    A.    Mr. 
Bryce,  July  30,  443. 

Todmorden  Corporation  Bill 

c.  I/ords"  Amendts.  eon..*  July  27.  67. 
;.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 
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Postal   Facilities,   Improvement   c^,    pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson ;  A.    Mr. 
Buxton,  Aug.  J,  1035.  1036. 


Tormarton 

Postal  Faoilitie*iPropOBab  for  Improvement 
A.  Mr.  Buxton, 


ol. 


Q- 


lb.  Rehdall ; 
July  31.101. 


Torquay 

Election— Procedure    in    Prosecuting    Mr. 
Blackler  for  Corrupt  Practices. 
'  Q.     Sir  J.  Kennaway;    A.    Sir  J. 

Walton,  Aug.  2,  1333. 

Torrance,  Mr.  A.  M.  [Glasgow,  Centrall 

Gourook — Method  of  raising  Loan  for  Land 
bought  by  Town  Council,  Aug.  1,  1027. 

)  ■ 

Tottenham  and  Edmonton  Oat  Bill 

e.  Lords' Amendts.  eon.*  Ju/y  27, 57. 
I.  Royal  Assent.  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Tonlmin,  Mr.  G.  [Bury,  Lan^sashire] 

Poor  Law  Children  and  the  Special  Schools 
of  the  Metropolitan  Asyhuns  Board, 
July  30,  410. 

Trade.  Board  <d 

President— Rt.  Hon.  D.  Lloyd-George. 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Mr.  H.  E. 
Kearley. 

Bankruptcy  Department,  Vote  for,  July  31, 

813  ;  Aug.  1, 1071. 
Vote  for,  July  31,  813 ;    Aug.  1.  1071. 

Trade  Disputes  [Govemment]  Bill 
c.  Com..  July  27.  120 ;  Aug.  3.  1607. 
Committee  Stage,  Sropoeab  as  to  Com* 
pleting. 

0«.  Sir  E.  Carson,     July  27,    203, 
204 1    Mr.     Shackleton,     203 ; 
Mr.  G.  Whitaley,  203,  201. 
Q.    Mr.    Shackleton;    A.    Sir    H. 
CampbeU-Bannerman,    Aug.  2, 
1382. 
Debates  in  Committee  (Commons),  July  27, 
120 ;    Aug.  3, 1607. 
Allen  V.  Flood,  Case  of,  1740. 
Bowen  r.  HaU,  Case  of,  1686. 
Boycotting    Legalised    by     the   Bill, 
Alleged,  1699-1704. 

Breach  of  Contract 

Law  as  to  Actions  for,  174-180, 
1677-1692. 

Picketing  not  to  be  used  to 
Procure,  1663-1666,  1677, 
1678. 
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Clause  I. 

"Actionable  as  a  Tort,"  Ex* 
plaoation  of  Phrase,  174-180- 

Confining  Operation  of  Claiwo  to 
Genuine  Trade  Bisputea  "  for 
the  Purpose  of  Lawful  Qain, 
or  the  Enjoymtut  of  Lawful 
Bights  "  proposed,  153-169. 

Limiting  to  Disputes  as  to  Wages 
or  other  Conditions  of  Labour, 
proposed,  160-163. 

Line  12,  Omission  of  Words 
"  actionable  as  a  Tort,"  and 
insertion  of  Words  "  a 
Criminal  Offence,"  proposed, 
168-172. 

Omission  of  Words  "  Contempla- 
tion  or,"  proposed,  120-134. 

Clause  3,  Omission  of,  proposed,  1699. 

Clause  4,  Omission  of  until  after  Now 
Clauses,  proposed,  1707-1712. 

Conspiracy,  Law  of,  1616-1620. 

Legal  Remedy  for.  Alleged  Inter- 
ference with  by  Clause  I,  120- 
134,  168. 

Limiting  what  mieht  be  done  to 
Actions  which  should  not 
cause  Damage,  165-168. 

Definition  of  a  Trade  Dispute,  Neces- 
sity for,  137-150,  1676, 1677, 1729. 

Funds  of  Unions,  Exemption  of,  from 
Liability  for  Acts  of  Agents, 
proposed,  1709-1726.  1729-174^', 
1751-1765. 

Cye  V.  Luraley,  Case  of,  1686. 

Lijury  in  Pursuance  of  a  Malicious 
Intention,  Bight  to  bring  Action  in 
Cases  of,  172-174. 

Intimidation,  Limiting  Beeponsibility 
of  Trade  Unions  as  to,  nroposaj, 
169-172, 

Mogul  Case,  Principle  of,  153. 
New  Clause' 

Out  of  "  Order  of  LeaTe,"  Allege*!, 
1733.  * 

Scope  and  Effect  of,  1708-1712, 
1720-1723,  1729-1746. 

Picketing,  Peaceful  Persuasion,  etc. 

Confining  to  Persons  concerned  in 
Disputes.  nroDosed,  1641- 
1648. 

Employers,  Extension  of  Privi- 
leges to,  proposed,  1612-1614, 
1615-1620. 

Limiting  number  to  three,  pro- 
posed,   183-200,    1607-1610. 
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Picketing 

Nuisance,  Law  of.  Exemption  of 
Persons  engaged  in  FickBfeing 
bom,    propoMd,    1655-1660. 

"  Pbaceably  and  in  a  Reasonable 
Manner,"  Omission  of  Words, 
XNToposed,     1629-1638. 

Persons  engaged  in  to  be  ap- 
pointed by,  and  act  on 
behalf  of.  a  Trade  Unioo, 
proposed,    1610-1612. 

Hedge  given  ae  to  not  sitting  after 
II  p.m.  on  Committee  Staee, 
1766-1775. 

Policy  of  the  Govemment,  1708-1712. 
1717, 1723-1726,  1729-1732,  1734. 
1741,  1742. 

Prohibitions  of  Actions  of  Tort 
against  Trade  Unions  of 
Masters  or  Men  except  in 
Spocial  Circumstances  — 
New  Clause  1729-1746. 

Braaohee  of  Unions,  Inclusion 
of.   1749,   1750. 

Injimotions,  Actions  for.  Possi- 
bility of  bringing,  1752-1765. 

"Xortions,"  Omission  of  word, 
proposed,  1752. 

Tmstees,  Question  as  to  Liability 
of,   1776-1785. 

Report  Stage,  Allowing  Adequate 
Time   for   Discussion  of,    1765. 

Qninn  v.  Leathern,  Case  of,  122,  123, 
146. 

Taff  Vale  Case,   177,   1746. 

Trade  Seports 

Annual  Series  Presj.ited,  July  27,  3,  60 ; 
Jtdy  30,  287,  407. 

SCsoellaaeons  Series  Presented,     Jnbi  27, 
3.  60. 

Trunwaya  Act 

Report  of  Proceedings  under.  Presented. 
Aug-  1,  881,  1026. 

TraittwaTs  and  Li^lit  Bsilways  (Stxset 
and  Bead) 

Retam  Presented,  Aug.  1,  1026. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

Rep.*  Jvly  27,  58. 


Con.*  and  3b.*  Jvly  30,  403. 
/.    Commons'    Amendts.    con.*   JtUu   31, 
597. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Transvaal 

Bewaarplatzen,  Information  as  to. 

Q  Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonaid;  A.  Mr. 
ChwchiU,  July  30,  461 ;  Aug.  1, 
1045. 
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British  Indians  in,  Disabilities  oi 
Oa.    Mr.  Rees,  Aug.  2,  UW ;    Aug.  4, 
1813. 

Bywoners,  Number  of. 
Q.    B(r.  Mitchell-Thomson;        A.    Mr. 
ChurchiU,  Aug.  2,   1349. 

Chinese  Labour 
Orime 

Decrease  in.  Reason  for. 
Q.    Mr.  FbU;     A.    lb.  Chur- 
chill,  July  31,  701. 
Measures  proposed  for  Protection 
of   white   people. 

Q.     Sir  H.  Craik ;   A.     Mr. 
Churchill,  J»/y  50,  456. 

Statistics  as  to. 
0».    Mr.  Mackamess,  Aug.    4, 
1810:  Mr.  Churchill,  1819. 

Immorslity  among.  Allegations  as  to. 
Ot.    Mr.  Mackamess,  Aug.  4,  1810 ; 
Mr.     ChurchMl,     1820;        Mr. 
Fiennos,  1822. 

Murders  by,  diiring  first  six  months 
of  year. 
Q.    Major  Seely ;  A.Vb.  Chur- 
chiU. Aug.  2,   1347. 

Opium,  Restrictions  on  Sale  of. 
Q.     Mr.    Baker;       A.    Mr.    Chur- 
chill, JtUy  30,  450,  457. 
OrdioAnco,    Abrogation  of — Clause  in 
new  Coostitutioa  as  to. 

Ot.    Earl   of   Elgin,   July  31, 
824;     Ur.  Churchill,  749. 

~  epatriation 

Amende!  Notice,  Result  of. 
Qa.    Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh ;  As. 
Mr.  Churchill,  Jvly  28.  211. 
Av{!.  1,  104.'>. 
Q.     Mr  F.  E.  Smith  ;    .4.     Mr. 
Churchill,  Aug.  2,  1348. 

hange  of  Mind,  Procedure     in 
Case  of. 
Q.    Sir  H.  Craik ;  A.    Mr. 
Churchill,  .ilu;.  2,  1348. 

Expediting  of,   proposed. 
0».    Mr.   Mackamess,  Auq.   4, 
1810. 

White  Labour;  Effect  on  Employ- 
ment of. 
Qt.    Mr.  Fiennos,  Aug.  4, 
1810,      1811    ;        Mr. 
Churchill,  1821,  Mi.  J. 
M.    Robertson,    1821. 

Civil  Service,  British     and  Boers  in. 
Q.    Mr.    Mitchell-Thomson;       A.    Mr. 
ChurohiU.  Aug.  2,  1349. 

Labour ,  Supply  of— Policy  of  His  Majesty's 

Qoremment  as  to. 

Os.    Viscount  Milner,  Jnly  31,  656, 

667;  Mr.  Churchill,  748,  749; 

Mr.   LyttcltoD,    763  ;     Sir    C. 

Dilke,768. 
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Land  Settlement,  Board  to  deal  with,  pro- 
posed Establishment  of. 
Oa.    Earl  of  Elgin,  July  31,  621  ; 
Viscount  Muner,  653,  664  ;  Mr. 
Churchill,    749-751;       Mr.    ». 
Isaacs,  778,  779. 

Middison,  Rev.  G.,  Assault  on,  by  Nativeft 
Measoiea  for  Protection  of  white  people, 
etc.  ,  .„ 

Q.    Mr.  Rees;    A.    Mr.  Churchill, 
Aug.   2,   1347. 

Native  Labour  , 

Ka£Bra  in  Mines,  Number  of. 
Q.    Lord    Oastlereagh;       A.    Mr. 
ChurchiU,  July  30,  463. 

Recruitment. — Reason  for  EstabUsh- 

ing.     Agency   to   Compete    with 

Witwatersrand     Native     Labour 

Association,  etc. 

Oa.  Lord  Harris,  July  27,  7; 

Earl  of  Elgin,  10. 

Natives,    Franchise      for.    Question   of— 
Terms  of  Treaty  of  Vereenigung,  etc. 

Oa.  Earl  of  Elgin,  July  31,  623,  624 ; 
Viscount  Milner,  665  ;  Marquess 
of  Ripon,  666 ;  Mr.  ChurchiU, 
746,  747. 

Rights  of,  Proposab  as  to  Safeguard- 
ing. 

Os.  Earl  ot  Elgin,  Jvly  31,  623, 
624;  Marquess  of  Lanadowne, 
660;    Mr.  Churchill,    747; 
Sir.C.  Dilke,  770-772. 

Population— Number  of  White  Adult  Males, 

Q.  Mr.  Herbert;  A.  Mr.  ChurchiU, 
July  31,  677,  678. 

Self-Govemment  for— Terms  of  New  Con- 
stitution. 
Ot.  Duke  of  Marlborough,  JiJ.y 
31,  625-632;    Lord  Sand- 
hurst,    632-635  ;       Lord 
Harris,    635-640  ;      Lord 
Courtney,   640-646   ;   Vis- 
count    Milner,     646-668 ; 
Marquess    of    Lansdowne. 
658-662  ;      Marquess     <f 
Ripon,     662-667 ;        Mr. 
Lyttelton,763-764 ;    Sir  C. 
DiUte,    764-773;     Sir    G. 
Parker,  773-776 ;     Mr.  R. 
Isaacs,   776-779;    Mr.   E. 
CecU,        779-782  ;       Mr. 
Everett,  782-784;        Mr. 
Wedgwood,  784-788;    Mr. 
Molteno,    788-794;        Mr. 
Amold-Forster,     794-796 ; 
Mr.J.  R.  Macdonald,  796- 
798;    Mr.   A.   J.    Balfour, 
798-804 ;  Mr.  Mackamess, 
ivg.  4,  1809;    Mr.  J.  R. 
Macdonald,  1814;         Mr. 
ChurchiU,    1818. 
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SeU-GoTernment  for— eon/. 

Allocation  of  SisBts — F^oposals  as  to. 
Os.  Earl  of  Elgin,  Jvlj/  31,  618, 
619  ;  t)uke  of  Marlborough, 
629,  630  ;  Lord  Sandhurst, 
632 ;  Lord  Harris,  638, 639 ; 
I  Lord  Courtney,  642,  643; 

Visconnt  MUner.  650-6S2  ; 
Marquess  of  Ripon,  666  ; 
Mr.     Churchill,     737-743 ; 
Mr.  Lyttelton,  761 ;  Mr.  E. 
Isaacs,  777,  778. 
Alteration  of  Terms  after  Granting, 
Powprs  as  to. 
Q.    Sir   H.  Kimber  ;    A.  Mr. 
Churchill,  Av^.  2,  1327. 

Automatic    Redistribution   and   New 

Election  of  Assembly  every  Five 

Yean,  proposed. 

Oa.  Earl  of  Elgin,  ^uZy  .J7,  616  ; 

Duke  of  Marlborough,  628. 

Census  Figures  to  be  used  for  distribu- 
tion of  Seats  instead  of  Voters' 

Ron. 

Ot.  Earl  of  Elgin,  Julu  31,  617, 
618;  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
628;  Mr.  Churchill,  737- 
743;  Mr.  Lyttelton,  760, 
761  ;  Sir  G.  Parker,  776 ; 
Mr.  Wedgwood,  784. 
Civil  Servants,  Position  of. 
Oa.  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Jvly  31. 

631  ;     Lord    Sandhurst,    633 ; 

Lord  Harris,  636, 637  ;  Viscount 

Milner,  666  :  Earl  of  Elgin,  666  ; 

Jlr.    Lyttelton,    758;     Mr.    E. 

CeoU,  781. 

Clause    Abrogating    Chinese    Labour 
Ordinance  after  Reasonable  Time. 
Oa.  Eari  of  Elgin,  July  31,  624  ; 
Mr.  ChurchiU.  749. 

Committee,  Work  of.  Date  of  Pub- 
lishing Report,  etc. 
Oa.  Earl  of  Elgin,  Jvly  31,  614, 
616;  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
627;  Lord  Sandhurst,  632- 
636 ;  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  658,  659:  Mr. 
Churchill,  733,  796;  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  764,  759,  760; 
Mr.  E.  Cecil,  779. 

Date  of  Coming  into  Effect 

Q.  Mr.Gibbs;^.  Mr.  Churchill, 
Aug.  2,  1365. 

Tntch  Ascendency  as  Resulting  from. 
Allegations  as  to. 

Oa.  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Jvly 
31,  629-632  ;  Lord  Harris, 
630-640;  Lord  Courtney, 
641  ;  Viscount  Mihier,  649- 
652 ;  Marquia  of  Lans- 
downe,  661,  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
757-759 ;  SirC.  Dilke,  765- 
767  ;  Sir  G.  Parker,  774- 
776;  Mr.  R.  Isaacs,  777, 
778 ;  Mr.  E.  Cecil,  781  ; 
Mr.  Wedgwood,  784-786; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.  801-804. 
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Dutch  or  English  to  be  spoken  in 
Debates. 
Oa.  Earl  ^  Elgin,  JWy  ji,  620 : 
Lord    Harris,    637;      Mr. 
Churohill,  743,  744. 

Female    Suffrage,     Quiestion     as     to 
Granting. 
Oa.  Mr.  Churohill,  Jirfy^i,  735. 

Further  Paper*,  Date  of  Tabling. 

Q.  Mr.  Lyttelton;  A.  Mr. 
Churchill,  Aug.  2,    1355. 

Inter-Colonial  Council,   Provision  for 
Dealing  with. 
Oa.  Earl  of  Elgin,  Ju/y  37,  620  ; 
Mr.    Churchill,    745;     Mr. 
Lyttleton,  701,  762. 

Legislative   Council,    proposals   as   to 
Nomination  of 
Oa.  Earl  of  Ei>lln.  Jrdy  31  620; 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  628. 

Lytteltmi    Constitution,    Unworkable 
Nature  of,  .Alleged. 
Oa.  Mr.  Churchill,  July  31,  731 , 
732:   Mr.  Lyttelton,     764, 
755  ;   Mr.  Molteno,  789. 

Magisterial  Districts  to  be  Divided  into 
Single-Member  Constituencies. 
Oa.  Earl  of  Elgin.  July  31,  618. 
017;  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
628  ;  Lord  Courtney.  642  : 
Mr.  Churchill,  735-737 ; 
Mr.  Lyttleton.  761. 

'  Manhood  Suffrage  for  all  Males  over 
Twenty-one  (Exclusive  of  British 
Garris^on)  who  have  Resided  in  the 
Transvaal  for  Six  Months. 

Oa.  Earl  of  Elgin,  July  31,  616 ; 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  629, 
630;  Lord  Sandhurst^  634; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
660,  661  ;  Marquess  of 
Ripon,  664  ;  Mr.  Churchill, 
736;  Mr.  Lyttelton.  760; 
Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald.  796 ; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  799. 800. 

Munitions   of   War,    Reetriotioos   on 
Importation  of. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent;  A.  Mr, 
Churchill,  Aug.  2,  1366. 

Papers  Relating  to.   Delay  in    Pub- 
lishing. 
Oa.  Earl  of  Elgin,  July  31,  613. 

Payment  of  Members,  Proposals  as  to. 
Oa.  Earl  of  Elgin.  July  31,  621  ; 
Mr.  Churchill,  743. 

Proportional   Representation,    Advan- 
tages of. 

Oa.  Lord  Conitney,  July  31, 
642-648;  Viscount  Mihier, 
646-648 ;  Mr.  ChurchiU, 
736 
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Self  Govenunent  for— con<. 

Representation  to  be  given  on  s  Voters' 
Basis. 
Oa.  Eail  of  Elgin,  Jvly  31,  616, 
617;  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
628 ;  Lord  Courtney,  644  ; 
Viscount  Milner,  660,  661  ; 
Mr.  ChurohiU,  733, 734  ;  Mr. 
J.  K.  Macdonald,  797. 

Second  Elebtave  (3iatnber,  Proposals  as 
to  Establishment  of. 
0«.  Earl  of  Elgin,  Ju/y  3i,  621 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  628 
Lord  Sandhurst,  633,  634 
Lord  Coortney,  646,  646 
Viscount  Milner,  662 ;  Mar' 
qness  of  Lansdowne,  660 
Mr.    Chuichill,    745,    746 
Mr.  Lyttelton,  762 ;  Sir  C. 
Dilke,  768, 769  ;  Mr.  Wedg 
wood.  786,  787. 
Q.    Mr.  Gibbs ;  A.  Mr.Chorohill, 
Aug.  2,  1349. 

Speaker  to  be  a  Paid  Officer,  and  to 
Vacate  his  Seat  on  Eleotion. 
0«.  Earl  of  Elgin,  J^y  31,  619, 
090;    Marquess   of  Lans- 
downe, 660;  Mr.Chorohill, 
143. 

Btatemeidt  (Earl  of  Elgin),  Jvly  31, 
611-625  (Mr.  Churchill),  729-763. 

War  Contribution  lioan.  Liquidation  of, 
proposals  as  to. 
Ot.    Earl  of  Elgin,  Jvly  31,  622; 
Mr.    Churchill,   761,   752;   Mr. 
Lyttelton,  763,  764. 

Trawling 

Gunboat    for  Protection  of  Grounds,  pro- 
posed. 
i;  Oi.    Mr.  Power,  ^tv- 2, 1445, 1446  ; 

Mr.  Bryce,  1449;  Mr.  Morton, 
1466. 

Treasnry 

First  Lord—V,t.  Hon,  Sir  H.  Campbell 
Bannerman 

Vote  for,  Jvly  31.  813 ;  Aug.  1,  1071. 

Treasury  Chest  Fnnd 

Vote  for,  July  31,  830 ;  Aug.  1,  1073. 


Tripoli 

Frontier,  Delimitation  of,  proposed. 
Q.      Mr.    J.    M.    Robertson;     A.    Sir 
E.  Grey,  Aug.  2,  1363. 

TraroOasBill 

/.  Commons'  Amendts.  Con.*  July  27,  2. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1792. 

Trustee  Savings  Banks 

Accounts  1904-5— Return  Presented,  Jvly 
27,  60. 
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Toam 

Police  Barracks,  New,  Decision  as  to. 

Q.    Mr.  Hasleton;  A.    Mr.  Bryoe, 
Jvly  30,  438. 

Taberonlosis 

Royal  Commission  Report,  Date  of  Issuing, 
etc 


Mr.    Field;     A. 
Aug.  1,  M86. 


Mr<    Burns, 


Take,  Sir  J-  B.  [Edinburgh,  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities] 

National  Galleries  of  Scotland  Bill,  2b., 
Jvly  28,  230. 

Tollamore 

Tdegraph  Service  to  KiUei(^,  Proposals 
as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Delany;  A.  Mr.  Buxton, 
Jvly  31,  mS. 

Turkey 

Baghdad  Railway,  see  tkal  lUle. 

Customs  Duties  on  British  Goods,  Increase 
of  3  per  cent. — Conditions  to  be  Im- 
posed by  Great  Britain,  etc. 

Oa.  Mr.  Lynch,  Aug.  1,  1129- 
1132;  Sir  E.  Gray,  1132-1134, 
1136;  BIr.  Bees,  Avg.  2,  1418. 

Macedonia,  aee  that  tiUe. 

Mining  Law  Concessions  to  Great  Britain, 
Nature  of. 
Oa.    Mr.  Lynch,  Aug.  1,  1131. 

Tomoor,  Lord  [Sussex,  Honham] 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Jvly  97,  187, 
188. 

Tweedmonth,    Lord— .^fr**    Lcri    of  i»e 

Admiralty 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2iu, 
Aug.  2,  1232. 

Expenditure,  Reduction  of.  Necessity  for, 
and  Proposals  as  to,  Jvly  30,  304,  305. 

Hague  Conference,  Proceedings  of  H.M. 
Government  with  regard  to,  Jvly  30, 
304,  306. 

House  of  Lords  Offices 

Report  of  Select  Committee,  Post- 
ponement of  Consideration  of, 
proposed.  Jug.  3,  1472,  1676. 

Kooms  proposed  to  be  given  over  to 
Commons,  Question  as  to,  Aug. 
3,   1472,   1576. 

Manoeuvres,  Results  of,  Jvly  30,  904. 

val  Volunteers,  Strength  oi,  July  30, 
306. 
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Tweedmonth,  Lord— eon<. 

Beaerre 

Fleet  Beserre,  Strength  of,  Jvly  30, 
306. 

Beoommendations  of  Committee  on, 
July  30,  306. 

Boyal  Naval,  New  System  of  Train- 
ing for,  Jvijf  30,  307. 

Shipbuilding 

Foreign  Programmes,  Jvly  30, 302, 303. 

Programme  for  1907-8,  July  30,  299- 
306. 

Opportunity  for  Discussing,  July  27, 
4,  6. 

Strength,  Beduction  in.  Proposals  as  to — 
Besponsibility  of  Sea  Lords,  etc., 
July  30,  299-306,  316. 

Twiokenham  and   Teddineton    Electric 
Supply  BiU 

/.  Boyal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Tyrone 

Parliamentary  Election  —  New  Member 
Sworn  for  East  Division,  Aug.  1,  1070. 

.  TTganda 

Government,  Seat  of — Bemoval  to  Kam- 
pala, proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    C.    Wason;    A.    tSx. 
Caiurohill,  Aug.  3,  1686,  1687. 

TTnemployed 

Grant,  Proposals  for  Distributing. 

Q.     Mr.    Piokersgill;    A.    Mr.   Bums. 
Aug.  2,  1363. 

Manitoba  Harvest  Work,  Employment  on, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  FeU;    A.    Mr.  Bums,  ^uo. 
2,  1362. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905 

Expenses— Vote  for,  July  31,  838,  Aug.  1, 
1074. 

United  Statlss 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  i7,  3. 

UniverritieB  and  Colleges 

Vote  for,  July  31,  824  ;  Aug.  1,  1073. 

Vaccination 

Conscience  Clause,  Extending  to  Scotland, 
proposed. 

Qa.    Mr.  Weir;    Aa.    Mr.  Sinclair, 
July  31,112. 

Exemption  Certificates 
See  alao  Names  of  Places. 
Farrow,  Mr.  H.,  Case  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Seavems;    A.    Mr.  Glad- 
stone, July  27, 63. 

Legislati  veProposals  for  Amendment  of  Act. 
Oa.    Mr.    Morton.    Aug.    4,    1839,    Mr. 
Gladstone,  1840. 
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lights  on — Laws  made  by  Connty  and 
Borough  Councils — Betum  Presented, 
Aug.  2, 1319. 

Venezuela 

Surtax,    Contravention   of  Treaties   by- 
Proposals  for  Bemoval,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.     Mitohell-Thomson ;       A. 
Mr.  Bunciman,  /Wy  2S,  213. 

Vemey,  Mr.  F.  W.  [Buckinghamshire,  N.] 
Trade  Disputes  BiU,  Com.,  Aug.  3,  1643. 

Vincent,  Col-  Sir  C.  £.  H.  [Sheffield,  Oemtal] 

Consols,    Decline    in — Losses    of    Savings 

Bank  Investors,  etc.,  July  31,  704. 
German  Gipsies,  Power  to  deal  with,  under 

Aliens  Act,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1356,  1367. 
Transvaal— New  Constitution,  Beetzictions 

on  Lnportatiou  of  Munitions  of  War, 

Aug.  2,  1366. 

Volunteers 

Brigades,  Officers  Appointed  to  Command 

—Betum  Presented,  Aug.  2,  1320. 
Vote  for,  July  31,  841 ;  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Walker,  Mr.  H.  de  S.  ELeioertenhiie,  Melton] 

Crown  Agents  for  the  Colcmiea,  Administra- 
tion Work  and  Organisation  of  Officn 
of,  July  31,  700. 

Wallace  Collection 

Vote  for,  July  31,  823 ;    Aug.  1,  1078. 

Wallasey  Tramways  and  Improvements 
BUI 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4, 1792. 

Walney 

Light  Duties  Accounts  (1903-6)— Return 
Presented,  Aug.  2,  1320. 

Walrond,  Kr.  L.  [Devon,  Tiverton] 

Cape  Colony— Import  Duty  on  Catalogues 
and  Price  Lists,  Aug.  2,  1365. 

Walton,  Mr.  J.  [Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Bamaley] 
China. 

Customs,  Changes  in  Administration 
of,  Aug.  2,  1420,  1421,  1423. 

Foreign  Trade  of.  Delay  in  Publication 
of  Blue-book  as  to,  Aug.  2,  1420. 

Inland  Navigation,  Progress  of  Nego- 
tiations as  to,  Auf.  2,  1423,   1424. 

Mackay  Treaty,  Failure  of  China  to 
give  Effect  to,  Aug.  2, 1422. 

Bailways,  Position  of  British  Con- 
sessionaires,  Aug.  2,  1424,  1426. 

Uniform  National  Coinage,  Delay  in 
Estoblishing,  Aug.  2,  1423. 
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Walton,  Mr.  J.-eont 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  BUI,  2b. 

Aiig.  2,  1420. 
Manchuria,  British  Trade  with.  Restrictions 

Imposed  on,  Aug.  2,  1421, 1422. 

Waltoa,  Sir  J.  L.  AUomey-Oeneral  [Leeds,  S.] 
Adcock,  Rex  v.  Case  of— Result  of  Trial, 
etc.,  Ju/j/30, 471. 

Torquay  Election — Procedure  in  Prosecu- 
ting Mr.  Blackler  for  Corrupt  Practices, 
Aug.  2,  1333. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27, 128, 134, 
140-142,  147,  148,  150,  166,  161,  162, 
167,  170,  171,  174,  175,  187,  190, 
196,  198,  Aug.  3,  1608,  1609,  1611. 
1613.  1616,  1617,  1620,  1625,  1631, 
1636,  1640,  1642,  1644,  1645,  1646, 
1649,  1656,  1658,  1664,  1667,  1675, 
1677,  1684,  1685,  1686,  1690-1692, 
1697,  1698,  1707,  1722,  1729-1732, 
1749,  1752,  1753, 1778-1780, 1783. 

War  Office 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.  Hon.  R.  B.  Haldane. 
Poarliamentary    rudsr-iSfeeretary  —  garl  of 

Portsmouth. 
Fmc»eial  Secretary— ilr.  T.  R.  Buchanan. 
Civil  Service  Clerks,  Cases  of— Inquiry  as  to 

Accuracy  of   PUes  Nos.    74,706   and 

74,706  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.     Flavin;    A.  Mr.     Haldane, 
Aug.  4,  1799. 

Hay  Contracts — Specification  as  to  Source 
of  Supply. 
Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon ;   A.  Mr.Haldane, 
Aug.  2.  1340,  1341. 

New  Building,  Date  of  Occupying. 

Q.    Mr.   C.    Hay;    A.    Mr.    Harcourt, 
July  28,  218. 

Vote  for,  July  31,  842  ;  Aug.  1,  1074. 

Ward,  Mr.  J.  [Stoke-on-Trent]  i 

Cement  Imports  in  1906,  Regulations  as 

to  Trade. Marks,  etc.,  Aug.  4,  1795, 

1802. 
Kinder     Reservoir     Works,     Reason     for 

Stopping,  Aug.  4,  1803. 
Post     Office     Savings   Bank— Fraudulent 

Withdrawals  on  Demand,  Aug.  2, 1368. 

Shipbuilding,  Workmen  Employed  in  Con- 
fined Spaces,  Extra  Pay  given  to, 
Aug.  2,  1346. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  192 ; 
Aug.  3,  1668-1660,  1722,  1763,  1754, 
1780,  1781,  1785. 

Ward,  Mr.  W.  D.  [Southampton] 

Avon  and  Stour  Conservancy  Extension — 
Proposals  as  to  tabling  Report, 
Aug.  1,  1040 ;   Aug.  2,  1337. 
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Warner,  Mr.  T-  C.  T.  [Stafford,  Litchfidd] 


Navy 

Armoured  Cruisers,  Proposed  Sus- 
pension of  Construction  of,  Jidy  27, 
93. 

Strength,  Two-Power  Steuidard,  pro- 
posals as  to  Maintaining,  July  27, 
93. 

Wason,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Orkney  and  Shelland] 

.admiralty  Jam  Contntots  Provision  as  to 
good  Fruit,  etc.,  Aug.  3,  1603. 

Richmond  Park,  Motor  Speed  Regulations 
in,  July  31,  710 ;   Aug.  2,  1370. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro., 
July  28,  271,  272. 

Uganda 

Removal  of  Seat  of  Government  to 
Kampala,  proposed,  Aug.  3,  1686. 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

c.  Sep.*  July  30,  402. 

Con.  and  3b.*  July  31,  669. 
I.  Commons'  Amendts.  con.*  Aug.  1,  881. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Watford 

Inquiry  into  Grammar  School  Foundation, 
Decision   as   to   Need   for  Secondary 
School,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Mioklem ;  As.  Mr.  Birrell, 

July  30,  467,  468. 
Q.  Mr.    Micklem ;     A.  Mr.    Bums, 
Aug.  3,  1592. 

Watford  Oas  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Watford  and  Edgvare  Eailway  Bill 

c.  Lords'  Amend ts.  con.*  Jvly  31,  668. 
{.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1793. 

Watt,  Mr.  H.  A.  [Glasgow,  College] 

Clyde,  Firth  of — Right  over  and  Manage- 
ment of  Foreshore,  JiUy  31,  682. 

Local  Government  Board  —  Members' 
Names,  Conditions  of  Appointment, 
etc.,  Aug.  2,  1323. 

Street  Betting  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  1,  1162. 

Ways  and  Means 

Grant  out  of  Consolidated  Fund  towards 
%    making  good  Supply,  Com.*  July  31, 
850  ;    lUp.*  Aug.  1,  1137. 

Wedgwood,     Mr.    J.  C.    [Newcastle-under- 
Lyme] 

Children  who  live  (or  whose  Mothers  live) 
in  Non-inspected  Semi-charitable  In- 
stitutions, Mortality  among.  July  31, 
706. 

Rescue  Homes,  Non-inspected,  Numbers  of 
Girls  sent  to — Jurisdiction  of  Home 
Office,  etc.,  July  31,  706. 

Transvaal — Self-Govemment  for.  Terms  of 
new  Constitution,  July   31,  784-788. 
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WeilUttWel'         ' 

Cable,     Conditions 
Q<.  Mr.     Weir; 
July  31,  711. 
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of    Maintaining. 
At.  Mr.     MoKenna, 


Weir,  Mr.  J.  Q-  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Admiralty — Aooountant-General's  Depart- 
ment Reorganisation  Proposab,  Jvly 
27,  61. 

Civil  OontingmoiW'  Foiid,  Bepaymsnts  to, 
Aug.  1,  1045. 

Letters  Patent  conferring  Knighthoods 
and  Degrees,  July  31,  673. 

Lord-Lientenant  of  Iroluid,  Special 
Steamers,  etc.,  for,  Jvly  31,  727. 

Congested  Distriots  Board,  Land  Purchased 
by,  Prioe  paid,  etc.,  Aug.  2,  1323. 

Egypt — Pilgrims  to  Mecca,  Arrangements 
for  CoareyaBoe  of,  Aug.  2,  13S4. 

Harbour  Grants  in  Scotland,  Conditions 
for — Number  of  Api^cations,  etc., 
July  31,  724. 

India 

Bombay 

Ryots  fSviq^d  during  last  Five 
Years,  Aug.  1,  1040. 

Women  and  Qirls  Employed  as 
Bricklayers,  etc..  Inquiry  into 
Conditions  of  Labour  of,  pro- 
posed, July  30,  416. 

Cancer  Statistics,  Information  as  to, 
July  30.  414. 

Food  Crops  Yield  in  1880,  1001  and 
1004,  Aug.  2,  133S. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Cattle-housing — Number  ol  Houses 
altered  in  Accordance  with  Order, 
Aug.  3,  1688. 

Indastrial  lYaining  Scheme,  Applica- 
tions for  Orants  under,  jiiy  31, 
711. 

Sanitary  Condition,  Proposals  for  Im- 
proving. July  31,  711. 

Stomoway 

Postal  Service,  Improvement  of, 
Aug.   2,    136S.  ^ 

Post  Oflioe,  New,  Decision  as  to, 
Aug.  2,  1367. 

Moray     Firth,     Protection     of,     Against 
Foreign  Trawlers,  Aug.  1,  1050. 

Cases  Reported  by  Commander  of 
H.M.8.  "Ringdove,"  Aug.  3, 
1688. 

Motors 

Lioe&oee,  Granting  of — Provision  as 
to  Eyesight  Teste,  July  30,  410i. 

Omnibuses,  Speed  Indicators  for,  pco> 
poaed,  July  30,  400,  401. 
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Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Withdrawals  on 
Demand — Cases  of  Fraud,  etc,  Aug.  2, 
1368. 

Secondary  and  Technical  Sohocds,  Informa 
tion  as  to,  Aug.  3,  1587. 

Small  Landholders  (Sootland)  Bill,  Intro., 
July  28.  270,  271. 

Vaccination  Act — Extension  of  Conscience 
Clause  to  Scotland,  proposed,  Jtbf 
31.  712. 

Wei-hai-Wei  Cable,  Conditions  of  Main- 
taining, July  31.  711. 

Wokingham  Motor  Fatality — Decision  as 
to  Prosecution  of  Motorist,  etc,  July 
31,  707. 

Wye  Salmon  Fisheries — By-law  aa  to  Use 
of  Drift  Net,  Aug.  2,  1371. 

WetrtHam 

Burgms  Roll,  Persons  entitled  to  be  Re- 
gistered on. 
Q.    Mr.    Thome;   A.     Mr.    Buns, 
Aug.  2.  1361,   136S. 

Schools — Alleged  Overcrowding  at  Hermit 
Road  and  Star  Lane. 
Q.    Mr.    Thome;   A.     Mr.    Birreil, 
July  30,  468. 

Unemployed  Disliess  Committee,  Grant  to, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    Thome;    A.    Mr.    Bums, 
Aug.  2.  1363. 

Weitlndief 

See  tito  names  of  Idanda. 

Clergy — Return  as  to  Amount  Payable  out 
of  ConsoUdated  Fond,  Presented, 
July  30.  288,  407. 

Exports  to  United  Kingdom  and  United 
States  (1880-1004)— Return  proponed. 
Q.    Mr.     Essex;    A.    Mr.    Uoyd- 
George,  July  30,  428. 

Return  ordered,  July  31,  672— Pre- 
sented, Aug.  3,  1681. 

Mail  Service,  Decision  as  to  Provision  of. 
Q.    Mr.     Mitohell.Thomson ;     A.      Mr. 
Buxton,  Aug.  2,  1367. 

Weit  Torkihire  Tramwayi  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1701. 

Western  yalleyi  (Monmoathilure)  Sewer 
age  Board  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1703. 

Weetmiiuter 

County  Court,  Proposals  aa  to  RebniUing. 
Q.    Mr.  Nield;  A.    Vt.  Hanwort, 
July  31,   710. 
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Wexford 

Crimelessness  of,  Withdrawal  of  Proolama- 
tioa  under  Crimes  Act,  proposed. 
0».    Sir  T.  Esmonde,  Aug.  2,  1443, 
1444;  Mr.   Bryoe,   1448. 

Whisky 

Pat«nt-atill  and  Pot-still,  Regulations  as 
to  Blending — Sentence  on  M.  Hoey, 
etc. 

Q.     Mr.     J.     O'Connor;     A-     Mr. 

Asquith,  Jvly  30,  413. 
Q.    Mr.  Delany;  A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
July  31,  685. 

White,  Mr.  G.  [Norfolk,  N.W.] 

Terrington,  Telegraph  Delays  at,  Alleged, 
July  30,  466. 

White,  Mr.  J.  D.  rDnmbartonshire] 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  3b.  July  31,  859. 

Whitehead,  Mr.  E-  [Essex,  S.E.] 

Leigh  Cookies,  Beaaon  for  Stoppage  of  Sale 
of,  at  Billingsgate  Market,  Aug.  2, 1325. 

Liverpool  Victoria  Legal  BViendly  Society, 
Proposals  for  converting  into  Company, 
Aug.  2,  1335. 

Shoebory  Firing  Practice,  Dangers  of — 
Inquiry  into  Edgar  Case,  Aug.  2,  1345. 

Whiteley,    Mr.     Q.— Parliamentary     Secre- 
tary  of  the   Treatury     [Yorks,    W.R., 
Pudsey] 
Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  Aug.  3, 1767. 
Conunittee    Stage,    Proposals    as    to 
Completing,  Jvly  27,  203.  204. 

Wicklow 

Harbour  Works,  Allocation  of  Contract  for. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  A.   Mr.   Bryce,   July  27, 
62,63. 
Sea  Defences  and  Harbour  Works,   l»ro. 
posals  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Long;    A.  Mr.  Bryce, 
Aug.  1,  1060. 

Widnes 

Right  of  Public  Meeting,   Alleged  Inter- 
ference with. 
Oa.    Mr.    Seddon,    Mr.    Gladstone, 
Aug.  4,  1843. 

Wiles,  Mr.  T.  [isUngton,  S.] 

Three  Counties  Lunatic  Asylum — Beer 
Allowance  to  Patients,  Aug.  1,  1036. 

Wilkie,  Mr.  A.  [Dundee] 

Blairgowrie  Mills,  Powers  of  Commissioners 

to  trke  away  Water  Storage,  Aug.  3, 

1605. 
Small  Land  Holders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro., 

July  28,  276. 
Tay  River  Pilots,  Conditions  of  Granting 

Certificates  to,  Aug.  2, 1359. 
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July  27 — Aug.  4. 

WiUiamB,  Col.  B.  [Dorset,  W.] 


Edaoation  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  Se. 
Jirfy  30, 538-541. 

Wilson,  Mr  J.  H-  [Middlesborough] 

Argentina — Imprisonment  of  Englishmen 
at  Baenos  Ayres  while  awaiting  Trial, 
Alleged  Supineness  of  English  Consul, 
etc.,  Aug.  3,  1586. 

Cardiff  Public-House,  Alleged  Illegal  Pay- 
ment of  Wages  to  Workmen  at,  Aug.  3, 
1590. 

"Melville  Island,"  Allegations  against 
Master  of — Inquiry  proposed,  Aug.  3, 
1602. 

Trade  Disputes  Bill.  Com.,  July  27, 130, 131 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Worcestershire,  N.] 

Stoeet  Betting  Bill,  2e.  July  31,  867,  Com., 
Aug,  1, 1149, 1151, 1163. 

Wilson,  Mr.  P.  W.  [St.  PftnoraB,  S.1 

National  Gallery  of  British  Art— Ground 
Available  for  Extension,  Jvly  31,  709. 

Winchester,  Bishop  of 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2a, 
Aug.  3, 1496. 

Winter  Assizes  Acts 

Orders  in  Council  (28th  July,  1906),  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  3,  1463,  1680. 

Winterstoke,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2b., 
Aug.  2, 1248. 

Wirral  Bailway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 


Wiltshire 

Charities  —  Further 
Aug.  1.  1028. 


Return    Presentedt 


Wokingham 

Motor  Fatality — Decision  as  to  Prosecution 
of  Driver,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.  Weir ;    A.    Mr.  Gladstone. 
Jiay31,l(n. 

Wolstanton  United  Urhan  District  Council 
CktsBiU 

I.    Royal  Assent,  Aug.  4,  1791. 

Women's  Snf&age 

Disturbances — Case  of  Mrs.  J  Sparborough. 
Q.      Sir    W.     Bull;     A.      Mr.     Glad- 
stone, Aug.  2,  1358. 

Woods  and  Forests  Department 

Vote  for,  July  31,  813  ;    Aug.  1,  1071. 
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Workmen's  Compeasation  Aet 

Insurance  under 


Date  of  Appointment  of  Committee  of 
Inquiry 
Oa.    Sir  C.  Dilke,  Ang.  1,  1079  ; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  1107. 

DedaotionB  from  Wages — Legality  of 
Practice. 
Q.    Sir    C.    Dilke;    A.       Mr. 
Gladstone,   Aug.    1,    1047, 
1048. 

Effect  of  Clause  1. 
Q.    Mr.   Cochrane ;    A.    Mr.  Glad- 
stone,   Jvly    28,    216. 

Worsthorne 

Council  School,  Proposab  for  closing. 
Q.     Mr.   Shackleton;      A.     Mr.   Birrell, 
Aug.   3,    1588,    1589. 

Wortley,  Et  Hon.  C.  B.  8,  [Sheffield,  HalUm] 
Trade  Disputes  Bill,  Com.,  July  27,  161, 
102. 

Wye 

Salmon  Fisheries — By-law   as   to    use   of 
Drift  Net. 
Q.    Mr.   Woir;      Sir  E.   Strachey, 
Aug.   2,    1371. 

Wynne  Estate 

B«in3tatement  Claim  of  P.  Fiely. 
Q.    Mr.  Dolan ;     A.    Mr.   Bryco,  July 
U,   690. 


INDEX. 

July  21— Aug.  4. 
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Yeomanry 

Discharges — Rendering  Retam  Yearly  in- 
stead   of    Weekly,    proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Brodie ;    A.     Mr.  Haldane, 
^119.   3,    1599. 
Expenditure    Return,    Annual  Issue    of 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Brodie :    A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
Aug.  3,  1600. 
Further  Regulations   Presented,  July  30, 
407  ;     July  31,  599. 

Recruits    for    Army,    Discontinuance    of 
Return  as   to,   proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Brodie ;    A.    Mr.  Haldaue. 
Aug.   3,   1600. 

Training — ^Tent Accommodation  for  Officers. 
Q.    Mr.  Gibbs;     A.    Mr.  Bakiaoe, 
July  31,  691. 

Tonnger,  Mr.  G.  [Ayr  Burghs] 

Fatal  Accidents  and  Sudden  Deaths  In- 
quiry (Scotland)  Bill,  Con.,  July  28, 
279,  284. 

Stirling — Disposal  of  Land  adjoining 
King's  Park  for  Building  Purposes, 
Aug.  1,  1047. 

Toxall,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Nottingham,  W.J 

Oxford  Pupil  Teacher  Centre,  Reason  for 

Closing,  etc.,    July  30,  429. 
Secondary   School    Regulations — ^Interpre- 
tation of  Paragraph  8,  Aug.  4,  1790. 

Zonohe  of  Haryngworth,  Lord 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill,  2r., 

Aug.  J,  958. 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  July  30, 

369. 
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